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Foreword





        

          
Foreword
        

        
By 
Major-General H. E. Barrowclough, CB, DSO, MC, ED GOC 2nd NZEF in the Pacific.

        
The story of the 2nd NZEF, both in the Mediterranean and Pacific theatres, is destined to be told in a variety of ways First there will be the 'Official History of the War'—a compendious work the preparation and publication of which will involve much careful study and painstaking research. It will not be possible to complete it until some years after the war is ended. To bridge the inevitable gap between the making of history and the official recording of it, the New Zealand Army Board has already published some booklets of a series of short interim histories of which 
Return to the Attack and 
From Guadalcanal to Nissan are two examples. There is also in preparation a third series of histories. These are unofficial regimental histories and are concerned with the daily life and experiences of a single unit or group of associated units rather than with the exploits of one or other of our expeditionary forces. The book for which this foreword is intended is one of this third group of regimental histories.

        
Each one of them has been written primarily for the men who served in the unit whose history is therein briefly recorded. They lay no claim to great literary merit. Most of them are the work of men who had never before regarded themselves as authors and in whose hands the sword was a much more accustomed weapon than the pen. Limitations of space due to shortage of paper and of funds have curtailed these histories to an extent far beyond that which I would have wished and have resulted in the omission of many names and many exploits which might well have been recorded. This has placed an additional burden 

and responsibility on the historians and has prevented them from doing full justice to their subject and to themselves. In spite of all this I know that these regimental histories will be our most treasured records of the war. They breathe the very spirit of the regiment and have a personal and family interest, for in a very special sense, comprehensible only to the old campaigner, the regiment is a family and the members of it a great band of brothers. What brotherhood is greater than the brotherhood of Arms!

        
To the unnamed and unsung authors of these regimental histories and to the contributors of the articles therein, we owe a profound debt of gratitude. Their unaccustomed and unsought tasks have been undertaken only because of their affection for the units to which they were so proud to belong. Well and nobly have they completed their work, Their only remuneration will be the grateful thanks of their fellow soldiers; but if I have judged these men aright, they will seek no other reward.
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I — As it was in the Beginning





              
I

 
As it was in the Beginning

              
Much has happened to the army in size and organisation, mechanism and arms since the days when the divisional commander rushed busily about a battlefield on horseback wielding a sword and issuing orders in a voice loud enough to be heard above the prevailing din. For one thing battlefields have increased enormously in size. Today a commander's orders are issued from truck, tent, hut or dugout as the situation demands, and communication is maintained constantly by field telephone or wireless or the more human runner when everything else fails, as it invariably does at some vital moment. Divisional head-quarters, therefore, is the site from which the commander directs his campaign, and is usually situated at some place most convenient to all units in the area to which the division has been assigned a task.

              
The staff of divisional headquarters proper is divided into three recognised departments—the A branch, which concerns itself with personnel (dead or alive) and all their movements; the Q branch, which deals with supplies, food and quarters; and the G branch, which controls all operations and intelligence. A and Q branches work more or less together, though each branch considers itself more important than the others. This is merely a pardonable 
esprit de corps. Each has its own staff of officers, NCOs and men who, in the field, are rarely off duty. The heads of these three branches, who are considered to be specialists in 

their particular spheres and ready at all times to plan and advise, have direct access to the commander. Probably no other officers receive quite so much abuse (out of hearing) and the blame for everything naturally falls on their shoulders; another injury is that they are popularly supposed to lead a spicy sort of existence in an atmosphere of comparative luxury. In a divisional area there are also the headquarters of all the other arms of the service—signals, artillery, engineers, ASC, medical and ordnance, but they work as separate organisations. Associated with divisional headquarters proper are the provost company, the security section and the defence and employment platoon, this last a small unit which is expected to put up a good show if the divisional area is attacked and to perform some heavy digging and lots of menial tasks when it isn't.

              
One persistent voice at headquarters is that of the camp commandant, who is a perpetually harrassed person and, on his own reckoning, the man who is asked to supply everything and pacify everybody. During a move he is probably right. Naturally with such a concentration of talent there is always much movement at headquarters and this constant stream of vehicles bearing officers to and from the various conferences, as well as visitors and routine traffic, means that a car park is essential if confusion is to be avoided. After leaving New Caledonia this never worried the Third Division very much as the disposal of the few cars and jeeps it used in the forward areas was never a problem. In one of the quieter corners of headquarters there are tents for VIPs, who have to be accommodated as befits their military station. VIPs are very important personages and they never carry the 'unconsumed portion of the day's rations' nor any bedding. Groups of such letters, which have little or no meaning to the outsider, spatter the small talk of the fellows at headquarters. If a shred of conversation included these words, 'The VIP is magging with the GOC and after that you'll get him with G one and the I blokes; his ETD is seventeen hundred,'it would mean that some very important visitor was conferring with the general, after which he would see the senior staff officer and the intelligence staff and that he was expected to leave at 5 o'clock in the afternoon. That, very briefly, is a little about a divisional headquarters in the field and it applies, in skeleton fashion, to the headquarters of a brigade group.

              


              
Headquarters Third Division grew quite naturally and normally from Headquarters 8th Brigade Group when Japan entered the war on 7 December 1941 and the threat in the Pacific, so long expected, became the reality which some of the more imaginative writers had predicted for years. Most of the officers holding appointments in the brigade group automatically fitted into the higher appointments of a division, and any newly created ones were filled by bringing additional officers in from units of the force or from New Zealand. Noncommissioned officers and men also remained, though many others arrived from New Zealand as the size of the force increased to the recognised war establishment of a division. Not until the Pacific force returned to New Zealand in 1942 after being relieved in Fiji by the American 37th Division (the personnel of which came from Ohio) did the Third Division achieve its full complement of officers and other ranks, or its correct title. Though the force used the title Third Division in a rather loose way in Fiji and carried out the normal functions of a division, Army Head-quarters referred to it as the Pacific Section 2nd NZEF. The letters IP, meaning 'in the Pacific,' were not attached until the Third Division, as such and correctly titled, went to New Caledonia in late 1942 and early 1943.

              
The original 8th Brigade Group which was despatched to Fiji in October 1940 began in a modest way and disappeared into the blue with a unique lack of publicity, remaining more or less in that baffling obscurity which envelops the villain of a best-selling thriller until the final chapter. It had no official war correspondents to write of the weary tasks of digging and wiring and building in the heat, no photographers to record the bronzed torsos of the toilers, no broadcasting unit to send weekly messages to 'mum and dad and Aunty Alice and Mrs Twurp.' If the members of the force lost no blood in battle they lost incredible quantities of sweat and probably, secretly and very late at night under their mosquito nets, a few tears from the pain of sunburn, bites and blisters. An occasional photograph did appear in the New Zealand papers but it showed a crowd of shy, bulky Fijians in snowy 
sulus and European coats of blue serge presenting fruit and vegetables in large quantities to the tropicallyclad New Zealanders. These picturesque ceremonies were proof of the Fijians' desire to help with the war effort and 

indicated their appreciation of New Zealand's part, but they gave no indication of the work our men did in Fiji with little or no machinery at their disposal except a few shovels and picks and an occasional truck. When the Americans did arrive they were agreeably surprised at the preparations which had been made for the defence of Fiji from both sea and air attack.

              
B Force, as the original 8th Brigade Group was designated for purposes of movement and organisation, opened its first headquarters at Ngaruawahia on 20 September 1940 when a few officers and other ranks marched in, these including Major J. H. Irving, ED, as brigade major, and 
Major G. T. Kellaway, MC, as staff captain and Q duties. But it was a very fluid headquarters. The officers were constantly on the move with 
Brigadier W. H. Cunningham, CBE, DSO, the first commander, travelling between the various camps where units were being organised and prepared in some haste for departure. Because of its distance from New Zealand and the task which had been assigned to it, B Force headquarters was required to take with it representatives of all arms of the service associated with a higher command, as well as its own base. Thus the composite headquarters included sections of artillery, pay, records, engineers, signals, ordnance, provost, transport, ASC, medical and postal, and later representatives of the air force and the navy. From the first day of a very hot November 1940, when B force headquarters landed at Suva, until 12 January 1941, Brigadier Cunningham and some of his staff officers lived at the Grand Pacific Hotel and worked in the stifling basement garages of Government Buildings where a magnificent collection of mosquitoes was also housed. Any of the newly bared knees which happened to be under a table were mercilessly attacked by these pests. Fiji was not prepared for war nor for the influx of troops in large numbers requiring offices and quarters, consequently there was some slight congestion in the early days. Other members of headquarters staff were housed at Nasese Camp, about a mile from the town, and later at the Boys' Grammar School, which, like the hotel, overlooked the waterfront and the creaming rollers which surged tunelessly against the reef at high tide or low and broke in smothers of lacy beauty against the sapphire sea. Those first few months were uncomfortable and irritating as difficulties were ironed out and everyone became more or less 

hardened to heat, mosquitoes, rain and shortages. Some who were allergic to the tropics never became accustomed to any of these things and said so in long, painful letters home. No one will forget the shortages, particularly of typewriters and other office equipment, or of the suspicion with which anything unusual was greeted. Orderly room clerks tried to produce routine orders on an old typewriter which had been a legacy from some branch of the Public Works Department and which had lost a few letters in the unequal struggle with officialdom. One of the most worried men was Sergeant K. Power, the first orderly room sergeant, who became thinner and thinner as the heat and long hours took their toll of his spare frame. He departed with the first relief and was afterwards killed in the Middle East. The small intelligence staff was almost as worried by a succession of reports that hostile ships had been seen off the coast, suspicious lights seen in out-of-the-way villages and houses, and that strange people had been doing things associated only with extreme eccentricity. The amount of suspicion concerning innocent people in Fiji in 1940-41 suggested that fifth columnists had been congregating there for years. But gradually people and things shook down as familiarity bred contempt of almost everything and headquarters assumed a routine broken only by the arrival and departure of ships. NCOs and men who were housed in Nasese camp marched to work each morning in what they were pleased to term 'a lather of perspiration,' Certainly on arrival at their offices most of them looked as though they had walked through a heavy shower, but that was what the increasing heat of Suva did to them before they were hardened to the tropics. Authority later provided a truck and reduced the loss of body moisture. There were staff conferences three times a week, and these explained the presence of Mrs. Macquire, who, stockingless and cool, recorded the proceedings in shorthand. As confidential secretary she was the only woman free to come and go as she wished at headquarters.

              
The problem of finding a suitable home for headquarters was solved by leasing Borron's House, which, sited on the crest of a hill about a mile and a-half from Suva, caught every breeze in its spacious rooms and, when it arrived on 20 February 1941, the full force of the hurricane. For several weeks the engineers worked at preparing the new home, the owner of which lived 

on his own little island in the distant Lau Group. The commanding officer and his senior staff officers lived in the house itself, which was cool and overlooked a superb sweep of the coastline, the port and part of the town, and much of the surrounding countryside. The garden was scented with frangipanni, coloured by clumps of hibiscus and was rarely free from the rustling music of palm fronds. Junior officers were first housed in tents on a flat grassy space which was apologetically referred to as 'the lawn' but from which they were driven by the hurricane. Later they went into B mess, which was not completed when the hurricane struck it a staggering blow and left it lurching so drunkenly that the engineers had the utmost difficulty in getting it on its feet again. Buildings in which to house the A, Q and G branches and for all the added branches of the services were erected near Borron's House, with separate buildings for the RNZAF and, when it came up from Suva later, for the navy staff. Living quarters for NCOs and men were grouped round a metalled parade ground below B mess and it was on this same ground that personnel of headquarters put up such an excellent showing when they were inspected by the Governor-General, Sir Cyril Newall, and staggered the critics by their steadfast behaviour. Once established at Borron's life soon settled down to a routine which in turn developed a certain boredom as the months wore on and the time for the reliefs arrived. There was one notable diversion. For weeks, night and day, monotonously beating drums nearly drove everyone to distraction as a section of the Hindu population prepared for its religious festival, which concluded with a fire-walking spectacle at a site among the guavaclad hillocks below headquarters. After slopping for half a mile through black mud, spectators sat on rough benches to watch fanatical followers of the cult, adorned with yellow garlands, splashed with saffron water and with knives and skewers piercing their flesh, walk unhurt through a pit of glowing embers, the heat from which kept everyone at a respectable distance. It was a mystifying performance. Army medical men examined the fire-walkers afterwards but could find no trace of injury from the heat, nor any sign of blood where the flesh had been broken.

              
It would be impossible to write of Fiji (or any other of the Pacific homes of the force) without reference to the rain, which fell in warm, grey sheets and periodically flooded the 
countryside-

side; nor of the mosquitoes, which were such a constant source of irritation; nor of the hornets, which, after a few painful encounters, were allowed to go their erratic way unmolested. All these are parts of the story of any unit which served in the Pacific. No one who experienced it will forget the hurricane which threatened to blow headquarters from its hilltop site. From the day of arrival, almost, residents of Fiji had hinted darkly of hurricanes in general, since they were in season when the brigade group arrived, but as several warnings had dissolved into still hotter days with only a gentle rustle of palm fronds and starry nights of warm loveliness each new warning was treated rather contemptuously by the New Zealanders. Apparently hurricanes are as temperamental as over-publicised film stars. This one, the worst for 21 years in Fiji, dilly-dallied at sea between the Tongan and Fijian Groups for several days while Flight-Lieutenant Frank Dyer, director of meteorological services, plotted its antics. Then, on the morning of 20 February, the hurricane changed course and made straight for Fiji, striking the Nausori-Suva area soon after 9 o'clock in the morning. Fortunately sufficient warning had been issued for precautions to be taken, otherwise military damage would have been heavy. It was a new experience for New Zealanders to feel a deluge of warm rain cutting the skin like sharp pebbles; to see giant mango trees uprooted or broken like twigs; to see the feathery crowns Gf elegant coconut palms almost sweeping the ground until they crashed before the force of that terrifying wind, Spindly-legged Hindus shivered with fright where they took refuge among the wobbling camp buildings, apparently attaching great faith to New Zealand carpenters and their work, Borron's House became a huge sieve into which water poured through broken windows and doors; all the headquarters offices were flooded as the screaming wind wrenched off windows and forced the rain through minute cracks in walls as though from a hydrant. Only the floor boards remained of the hurriedly-vacated tents on 'the lawn' and these were whisked into oblivion like postage stamps. The storm lasted for some hours and was exciting and destructive enough to satisfy the most sadistic natures. Next day the country-side steamed in the sun but repairs to roads, buildings and tangled communications went on for weeks. Letters home were filled with descriptions which soared to superb heights of imagination 

or remained at the dismal level of one plodding soul who wrote 'yesterday it rained and blew very hard and everything got wet.'

              
Those with naturally curious minds could explore and investigate in Fiji and the hobby experts never found time on their hands, but for those whose thoughts ran in more pedestrian grooves garrison life became arduous and boring. In a general way this applied to all service in the Pacific areas. Work was always a first priority and staffs remained on duty far into the night without grumbling, but there was always time off for a joke and a spicy resume of the day's doings. Among the clerks, drivers, orderlies, cooks and batmen were the usual wags and it is to them and their doings that memory clings fast. It is impossible from this distance to remember all the names but some of those which come to mind are Sergeant Bob Bauld, Sergeant Frank Bryant, Sergeant McMaster and Allen Swinton, Drivers George Creamer, Ray Helmling, the two Hughes, Alf. and George, Tui Beecher, Roger Brooking, Arthur Duncan, Frank Love, Eric Browne, Doug Kyle, Mick Avery, Privates Jock McGrail, Ray Saggers and Gordon Anderson; Corporal McKenna and Stan Green, the cooks; Keith Caldow, Dusty Miller, Ray Jackson and Albert Hawton. Most of them could retail amusing incidents of the first year spent in Fiji.

              
Early in the history of the force 'the boys' soon learned that 
bula meant goodday in Fijian, and that when 
venaka was added to it the greeting became more polite. Then they extended their vocabularies with 
samothe and a few other of the more general expressions of goodwill. 'The boys' chanted such words and phrases to groups of passing damsels—fine strapping wenches, flat-footed and black—whom they encountered on the dusty highways and byways in the course of duty. The damsels replied in what sounded like a musical and friendly exchange of greetings but when translated on one notable occasion by a police officer who overheard them proved to be a revolting stream of abuse in particularly rude Fijian. But that was only a solitary example, recorded to show how easily the soldier may be deceived; for the most part the greatest goodwill existed between the Fijians and the New Zealand soldiers, who were entertained ceremoniously at villages throughout the islands. Fum in camp always developed from a variety of causes and, among the soldiery, these were sometimes Elizabethan in outlook. There was the diminutive 




[image: Officers of Combined Headquarters, B Force, at Borron's House, Suva, in 1941. Left to right. Front rozv: Lieutenant-Commander P. Dearden (Senior Naval Officer); Major G. Kellaway, MC (Q duties); Lieutenant-Colonel J. G. C. Wales, MC (G duties); Brigadier W. H. Cunningham, CBE, DSO, officer commanding in Fiji; Major J. Irving (Training); Lieutenant-Colonel A. McKillop, OBE (Engineers); Lieutenant-Colonel Davie (Senior Medical Officer); Squadron-Leader D. W. Baird (Officer commanding air detachment). Second rozv: Lieutenant J. J. Garbett (Camp Commandant); Captain C. Voss (Transport); Captain W. P. McGowan (Pay); Captain O. A. Gillespie, MM (Intelligence and Ciphers); Lieutenant G. A. R. Johnston (Records); Lieutenant Noel Erridge (Ordnance); Flight-Lieutenant W. J. Shanley (Air). Rear row: Lieutenant L. C. Stephens (Signals); Captain R. Aley (Supply); Lieutenant J. Gettins (Signals); Captain A. L. Downes (Provost); Lieutenant D. J. Kennedy (Medical); Flight-Lieutenant Bruce Furkcrt (Air); Pilot-OfficerW. F. Downs (Air)]
Officers of Combined Headquarters, B Force, at Borron's House, Suva, in 1941. 
Left to right. Front rozv: Lieutenant-Commander P. Dearden (Senior Naval Officer); Major G. Kellaway, MC (Q duties); 
Lieutenant-Colonel J. G. C. Wales, MC (G duties); 
Brigadier W. H. Cunningham, CBE, DSO, officer commanding in Fiji; Major J. Irving (Training); 
Lieutenant-Colonel A. McKillop, OBE (Engineers); Lieutenant-Colonel Davie (Senior Medical Officer); 
Squadron-Leader D. W. Baird (Officer commanding air detachment). 
Second rozv: 
Lieutenant J. J. Garbett (Camp Commandant); Captain C. Voss (Transport); 
Captain W. P. McGowan (Pay); 
Captain O. A. Gillespie, MM (Intelligence and Ciphers); 
Lieutenant G. A. R. Johnston (Records); Lieutenant Noel Erridge (Ordnance); Flight-Lieutenant W. J. Shanley (Air). 
Rear row: 
Lieutenant L. C. Stephens (Signals); Captain R. Aley (Supply); Lieutenant J. Gettins (Signals); 
Captain A. L. Downes (Provost); Lieutenant D. J. Kennedy (Medical); Flight-Lieutenant Bruce Furkcrt (Air); Pilot-OfficerW. F. Downs (Air)







[image: Race day at Moindah, New Caledonia. This was formerly the site of the sports ground for Divisional Headquarters which was sited in niaoulis beside the Moindah River in the backgroundWashing day—a familiar sight on the hanks of any freshwater stream in the New Caledonia camp area. Below Some of the 'boys' from headquarters enjoy a sunbathe at Suva Point, Fiji]
Race day at Moindah, New Caledonia. This was formerly the site of the sports ground for Divisional Headquarters which was sited in niaoulis beside the Moindah River in the background

Washing day—a familiar sight on the hanks of any freshwater stream in the New Caledonia camp area. 
Below Some of the 'boys' from headquarters enjoy a sunbathe at Suva Point, Fiji




batman who engaged in a peculiar measuring competition with Bill Boakes, the cook—and won. This same batman seemed to spend all his time writing letters, the reason being that he had inserted a 'lonely soldier' advertisement in a New Zealand paper and received mail by the sackful. There were, in the days before Pearl Harbour, several incidents involving calves smuggled into camp from a neighbouring Indian farm. Two anecdotes must suffice. A certain Don Juan (and there were several at headquarters) whose habit of returning late at night disturbed the sleep of the other occupants of that hut was the victim of a joke destined to cure him. 'The boys' one night obtained a calf from the farm, tied its legs comfortably and desposited the animal snugly under the blankets in the Don Juan's bed. When the owner returned he found his mosquito net tucked in, thoughtfully so he imagined, by his companions. He undressed in the dark and, as was the custom in Fiji, gingerly lifted the net ready to pop into bed ahead of the mosquitoes. Roused by the intruder, the trussed calf bellowed and moaned. According to the most unreliable authority that soldier ran for miles and returned to spend the rest of the night on the floor and most of the following day over a washtub cleaning his blankets and bed. There was also that infamous occasion when 'the boys,' annoyed by what they considered the irritating and unnecessary demands of one headquarters officer, tied a calf in his office late one night. This in itself was a highly unorthodox proceeding, made infinitely worse by the fact that by conniving with an NCO from medical headquarters, the wretched animal had been liberally dosed with Epsom Salts and cascara tablets. The perpetrators were suitably chided and made to scrub the office from floor to ceiling but no punishment could stifle the enjoyment they derived from their revenge.

              
But life for the headquarters staff in Fiji was not all fun and games. The paper war, despised by those who do not realise that without it a huge organisation such as an army would become a hopeless muddle and unable to function, goes on day and night and usually reaches a climax in the afternoon and evening when returns, letters and signals arrive. By that time, too, the callers have departed and staff officers can settle down to the job of answering, compiling and planning. At the end of six months the first relief arrived and with it came an almost 
com-

plete change of staff in all departments as the younger men left for the Middle East, after furlough in New Zealand. Among; those to go were Lieutenant Tan Laurenson, who had been attached to intelligence to assist with the coast-watching reports, and Sergeant R. B. Lovell Smith, who compiled the first maps of the Suva Peninsula used by the New Zealand forces in Fiji and surveyed much of the territory behind the town. Through the months the original staff underwent several changes from various causes. Lieutenant-Colonel Cuthbert Free, MC, who afterwards died in India, was replaced as GSO1 by 
Lieutenant-Colonel J. G. C. Wales, MC; Major Irving took over command of the first training school at Natambua; Major Kellaway left for New Zealand to attend a staff college course, and Captain C. Voss, who watched over transport, was transferred to a battalion. By this time group headquarters was probably unique in the Pacific in that army, navy and air force personnel were all housed in the camp at Borron's, though later, as the force increased in size, the air personnel spread out to parts of Suva. Before Pearl Harbour the various components of the brigade group had a sort of family air about them, with everyone working as happily together as temperaments would permit in temperatures which are apt to distort the imagination. Brigadier Cunningham's two five-to-seven parties enabled the officers to return a little of the hospitality extended by civilians and there were some functions in the sergeants-mess which were not without considerable merit from an entertainment point of view.

              
The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour on that historic day of 
7 December 1941 altered the Fiji routine. Brigadier Cunningham had insisted that reasonable attention be given to sport for those who worked long hours in offices in a climate which tried even civilians. During Wednesday afternoons and at some time during the weekends all ranks endeavoured to play games, or swim, or to tramp the nearby hills, and liberal leave was permitted for those who wished to visit outlying islands or inland stations. There was little of that after Pearl Harbour. Force headquarters was increased with some speed and by January staffs and departments had attained the strength of a divisional organisation. The happy family idea faded as more units and men arrived from New Zealand. Brigadier Cunningham became a major-general but he was soon afterwards invalided home and Major-General Owen 

Mead. CBE, DSO, took his place. Reorganisation continued and the A, Q and G staffs were separated, each taking over its own office. Sergeant K. O. Stewart o£ the intelligence staff was given his commission and took charge of the cipher section. Warrant-Officer S. W. Richardson took charge of the A and Q orderly room; a new G orderly room was opened with Sergeant C. B. Russell in charge and clerks J. T. Collin and N. B. Stanaway, with R. G. Graham as runner. Most of these men afterwards held much higher rank. Lieutenant-Colonel W. Murphy, MC, came in from the 35th Battalion to take over the duties of GSO1 and Colonel Wales became AQMG, with Major R. Aley in charge of A duties until he was relieved by Major S. Marshall. Major A. J. Moore, who had been GSO2, left to take over command of the 29th Battalion, and Major H. S. S. Berkeley, on his return from staff college in New Zealand, replaced him. 
Captain J. G. Warrington became GSO3 (operations) and 
Major R. A. Hogan arrived from -New Zealand to solve the vexed question of establishments. Extracts from a letter by a former non-commissioned officer convey a comprehensive picture of the early days of 1942 at headquarters. 'In early January 1942 I arrived in Suva;. After a very early rising and a wait of about six hours on the deck of the 
Wahine, with full pack up, we disembarked and climbed into an eight-cwt truck which had been standing for hours in the sun. It was like an oven and we frizzled in there like pork chops in a casserole. I was given a job in the orderly room at HQ and remained there until the end of April when the G staff was given accommodation in a new wing which had been added to the office buildings. Some of the new arrivals were given the job of helping with the excavation of tunnels for an underground headquarters. It was back-breaking work pecking away at the soapstone in the tropic heat. At times we were all called upon to do our share of digging. For one week when there were rumours of the approach of Japanese ships the whole camp was mustered at battle stations in the early hours of the morning, while at night time we were all engaged in digging weapon pits and gun positions.

              
'On Saturdays and Sundays we sometimes played cricket with other unit teams, mostly on the ground of the police barracks at Nasova. The principal performers were Dave Inglis, Dennis Kobotham, Ivan Pierard, Snow Williams and Lieutenant 

Dumbleton. In the evenings we managed to obtain a little beer which was supplied to us in the canteen at the corner of the camp and there we could sing ourselves hoarse with such songs as 'There's a troopship just leaving Fiji" and. "A soldier and a sailor were walking one day." There were many amusing incidents to record; for instance the night when Andy Gosney's mosquito net caught fire half an hour after midnight and Keith Allen rang the general alarm instead of the fire alarm. There were the nights of guard duty when the notorious "Kingi " supplemented his income by doing someone else's guard duty for a consideration. There was that memorable church service when Robotham, Dennis Hill and others sang hymns a bar in front and then a bar behind the others; there were the Saturday mornings when we went down to " Death Gully,' the hottest place in Suva, to do our rifle shooting. There was the morning of the full-scale invasion rehearsal when the noise of the planes drowned the newly-installed hooter and we all stood in the open watching the performance until one of the officers came lumbering down the hill, red in the face and very much annoyed, and ordered us to our battle stations. That was the day the Hindu 
dhobi lost all his workmen and we lost all our laundry. And those were the days when we were well fed. There were times when the mess tables, loaded with cucumbers, tomatoes, spring onions, watermelon, bananas, lettuce and pineapples, looked like a harvest festival.'
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II


Changes of Command

              
But the Americans were on the way. Late in June headquarters of the 37th American Division arrived, complete with such equipment in the way of folding metal chairs and tables, typewriters and adding machines and fancy telephones, jeeps and trucks and gadgets of every kind that the New Zealanders felt rather like poor relations. The taking over period produced some rather heavy get-together parties. Down in the men's mess everybody became 'buddies' overnight and the sergeants learned new methods of mixing fruit and other drinks. Then, at 6 

o'clock in the morning of IS July 1942, General Mead handed over command of the defences of Fiji to the commander of the American division, Major-General 
R. S. Beightler. A week later General Mead was lost off Tonga when the aeroplane in which he was travelling disappeared in a storm, leaving no trace. With him was Lieutenant J. C. Leslie, his aide-de-camp, who had only recently joined the forces in Fiji on his return from the Middle East. Personnel of headquarters moved back to New Zealand in the 
President Coolidge over a period of weeks, and went to Orford's Camp and Grand View Camp at Manurewa where the spring winds whipped bitterly through the floors of the huts and most people went to bed fully clothed until they became acclimatized. However, the excitement of leave and home comforts stifled most of the objections.

              
On 12 August 1942 
Major General H. E. Barrowclough, CB, DSO, MC, took command of the division and began the task of reorganisation. He had served with the Rifle Brigade in the last war and commanded a brigade with distinction during this one in the Western Desert. Many of the 'retreads' (which was how 'the boys' referred to officers of the last war) and the 'blood pressures' (middle-aged permanent staff officers) went into retirement or to posts on the home front. From then on headquarters bristled and bustled as befitted the arrival of so many newcomers. Lieutenant-Colonel J. I. Brook took over the duties of GSOl and Colonel Murphy became AA and QMG, with 
Major P. L. Bennett, MC. as his assistant. 
Captain R. F. Wakefield replaced Captain Warrington as GSO3 (Operations), Captain J. Rutherford took over GSO3 (Intelligence) from 
Captain O. A. Gillespie, MM, who became cipher officer. Captain W. J. C. Davidge was appointed GSO2 (Air Support) and Captain E. R. Ferguson took over the duties of GSO3 (Chemical Warfare); Lieutenant R. E. Moore was appointed aide-de-camp to the general; 
Captain L. E. Pithie came in as liaison officer 14th Brigade and Lieutenant N. L. Fitzpatrick did similar duty for the 8th Brigade. Lieutenant D. Lawford was appointed intelligence officer. By the time the rejuvenated division was ready to move into the Waikato and take up residence at Claudelands race track the staff was almost complete, and the typewriters—newer and bigger and better than the force had ever previously known-clattered out signals, memos and returns all headed 'Headquarters 

3 NZ Division.' Folding stools and tables and cunningly contrived boxes which housed a typewriter and opened up to form a compact field desk also made their appearance before the move, so that A, Q and G staffs were reasonably equipped for action, thanks to the engineers. All polite conversation increased in volume after each lecture given by an expert from the 'Solomons and it was noted that very few of headquarters staff marched to Hamilton like the FBI. By this time the old hands had become accustomed to moving and it was not long before they had set up house on the Claude lands racecourse, where the permanent buildings were used as offices and Indian pattern tents dotted the lengthening spring grass round the stands. Hamilton was within easy reach—a matter of minutes on foot across the river bridge. Days grew hotter and life was reasonably pleasant for a few weeks. Colonel Brooke new off to the Solomons to obtain some first-hand information on conditions there and returned just as an advanced headquarters set off for the jungle exercises in the Kaimais. General Barrowclough and a skeleton staff set up this advanced headquarters at Opal Springs, at the foot of the hills, and enjoyed the luxury of a natural hot water swimming pool. Those who remained behind at Claudelands continued with organisation and preparations for final leave which came with the end of the jungle exercises in the Kaimais.

              
News of the division's move to New Caledonia stirred everyone into action. There was much packing of equipment, sorting of papers and destruction of unwanted files; there were medical and dental examinations and issues of new equipment—in this instance all in large quantities, because of the territory in which the division would be employed. 
Major W. A. Bryden, with Warrant-Officer Collin, representing headquarters, sailed with the advanced party in the 
Crescent City on 28 October. General Barrowclough and most of his staff officers left by air and arrived in Nouméa on 7 November 1942. Advanced headquarters was established there, later moving 150-odd miles north to Néméara, a camp site which had been vacated by an American unit. When divisional headquarters was finally established among the niaoulis on terraces near the Moindah River, Néméara became the headquarters of the short-lived 15th Brigade. Moindah meant isolation but few mosquitoes, for it was merely an area of niaouli trees between the one and only main road and the river. But it 

had its moments. There was the river, cool and stony but inviting, where a quantity of rather popeyed native fish known as 
moulets seemed to exist quite happily on a diet of soap. Each arm of headquarters was assigned a reach of this river and there, in the pools which they built up, personnel washed and swam and battered their clothes clean on the stones. The river issued from reasonably high hills behind the camp and flooded quickly so that new dams had to be built after each downpour, Moindah, despite the eloquent minority who could see nothing attractive in New Caledonia until they left it behind them, was an excellent camp site. A, B and C messes were set up among the trees; office tents occupied the more open spaces, and personnel were housed nearby. The useful niaoulis, which provided bark, posts and beams for huts, as well as firewood, threw a reasonable amount of shade from their sparsely-leafed branches; there were deer in abundance in the river valley until one of Mr. Tuck's cows thoughtlessly walked into a bullet; there were chrome and nickel mines over towards the coast and within walking distance for the energetic. The village of Poya, which consisted of a shop and hotel (though the hotel part functioned legally only for the local inhabitants), a church, a post office, a school and a 
gendarmerie, all rather blistered by time, was about 15 miles north; Bourail lay about 20 miles south with only succeeding areas of grassy hills and river flats and grey-green niaouli trees between. Headquarters staff arrived piecemeal in New Caledonia, some going by plane and some by the Dutch ship 
Brastagi, which was celebrated for its supply of Bols. Christmas was a sort of family reunion, with headquarters established in Indian pattern tents, each one pegged high off the ground to give plenty of head-room, and everyone ready to enjoy the American turkey and trimmings in bucolic surroundings made quite attractive with decorative branches of scarlet flamboyant. Soon a scheme was in hand to build 
bures for messrooms, for which Kanakas were employed to do the thatching. Such is the excellence of construction by these natives, who use only the local materials and the fibre of the aloe plant for binding, that those 
bures were still in good condition the following year when the division returned from the Solomons. Rains came, as they did everywhere, and periodically turned the black clay into a bog of tenacious mud. The most staggering phenomena of the rains, though, was the 

plague of frogs which appeared suddenly in every pool and made the days and nights violently noisy with their unconcealed and ardent wooing.

              
Everyone trained in New Caledonia. There was no option, since it was an instruction that everyone must undergo a fitness campaign and march certain distances. One of the most popular of these excursions was a tramp across the island from the Poya Valley via mountain tracks to Ponerihouen on the east coast; another was a Sunday trek up the Poya River across hill and dale to a 
rendezvous on the Houailou Road where everyone celebrated his achievement by stripping off and falling into the refreshing pools of the Houailou River. Along those hilly tracks, in June and July, orange and mandarin trees bent under the weight of their golden fruit. The fitness campaign went hand in hand with the sporting instinct. Major Berkeley sometimes returned with wild duck or some fresh fish for the mess, and Tom Beale and Archie Miller frequently staggered back to camp with a load of venison. When transport was available one of the favourite jaunts was to the Halfway House where 
monsieur, a cunning lad from Marseilles, charged the unwary atrocious prices but provided a dinner which frequently included wild duck and pigeon, as well as a bottle of wine. Another popular outing was to the village of Houailou, where the grasping proprietor of the combined store and hotel sold liquor and wine at prices which could be described only as filthy. Despite his prices, however, some of 'the boys' clubbed together and bought sufficient to add to the infrequent supplies of beer, New Zealand and American, all of which probably accounted for the sounds of hilarity which now and again broke the stillness of the warm nights and echoed among the trees, and doubtless accounted for much of the harmony down by the river. Moindah was certainly far from the madding crowd but when Lieutenant H. C. Veitch, divisional AEWS officer, organised the cinema there were regular picture nights in the area, where a tufted bank made a most excellent amphitheatre with the starry or moonlit night overhead. The intelligence section opened an information tent where inquirers could slake their thirst for knowledge among maps and pamphlets and magazines. Lieutenant Veitch also provided the studious ones with ammunition in the form of education courses. Across the river from headquarters lived old Mr. Tuck, a weathered veteran 
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of life in the vast open spaces who had lived so long in New Caledonia that he spoke English with a French accent. Some thousands of acres of rolling grass and niaouli-covered country-side round Moindah belonged to him and near his house, which had been built by Franch convicts from pitsawn timber over half a century earlier, a sports ground was organised by the simple process of cutting away much of the longer grass. There, when opportunity offered, 'the boys' played football, cricket and baseball and staged some good athletic meetings and, latterly, a meeting with real horses. 
Lieutenant J. D. Bedingfield, liaison officer for the 15th Brigade, who was afterwards killed in Italy, fostered the sporting instinct of the headquarters staff, and Lieutenant Moore carried off most of the athletic prizes. Never before or since has Moindah known such activity or such a restless population. A spacious roadhouse, 
bure fashion, was erected near the sports ground and became the 
rendezvous for all in the divisional area and the convoy drivers passing through. In the headquarters area proper Padre G. R. Thompson, who, curiously enough, had replaced Padre W. J. Thompson when the unit returned from Fiji, watched over a YMCA and its doings, with Vic Cresswell as his principal assistant. Later, when headquarters moved north to Vella Lavella and Nissan many hundreds were thankful for the tea provided by these two and their willing assistants, one of the most energetic being 'Dusty' Miller. Nor will anyone at HQ easily forget Corporal Bert Hjorth, the postal 'bloke,' who used to stay up all night, on occasion, to sort the mail.

              
High on the list of occasions to be remembered at Moindah was Lieutenant Moore's twenty-first birthday party, for which the surrounding countryside was combed for food. Headquarters cooks, who were capable of more than the mere opening of tins, provided a supper worthy of visiting Royalty, or so it seemed to the guests who helped to demolish quantities of cold roast chicken, savoury eggs, fresh fish and other delicacies not usually associated with army messes. Late in the evening Captain O. G. R. Edwards, ably assisted by Captain Pithie, gave his celebrated performances of a Fijian kava ceremony. Another 'occasion" was the night of the first 'scare.' One of the D and E pickets while on patrol fired at a 'moving' object near the general's tent. There was a great rush for arms and much keenness on the part of 

ain avowed Jap killers. The picket gave vivid accounts of having challenged a figure which fled when he fired the shot. The more sensible folk decided that the commotion had been caused by a deer, many of which came browsing through the area. The final of the Barrowclough Cup was also an occasion made more notable by the presence of Mrs. Barrowdough, the general's wife, who had flown from New Zealand to present the trophy to the winning team. She was the only feminine civilian to stay at headquarters, which was never anything but a male world, except on such occasions as Christmas Eve, when nurses were invited to dinner, or if one of the messes gave a dance, as B mess did. From time to time small advanced headquarters accompanied the general into the field on manoeuvres, usually moving in trucks which were fitted up as offices and trying to avoid the clouds of mosquitoes which infested some of the localities. VIPs came at intervals and occupied the tents which had been prepared for their reception. The Right Hon. 
J. G. Coates, then Minister of War Coordination, spent some days at Moindah; the 
Hon. Walter Nash had a day's hand-shaking during his brief visit before going on to New Zealand from Washington. Several top-ranking American officers graced A mess from time to time, including General Harmon, who was afterwards lost in the Pacific during an air trip; Admiral Halsey, who was to see the division in action on each island; General Patch, who afterwards commanded a US army in France, and many others with whom the staff officers of the division worked during the Solomons adventure.

              
So the dust of November gave way to the mud and the heat and the rain of December and January (although as a rainy season it did not compare with Fiji) and then June and July came with their cool nights. By August 1943 the division was ready for action and all formalities complied with. General Barrowdough had flown to New Zealand for discussions with Army Headquarters, and Colonel Murphy, with others, had flown to Guadalcanal to look over the area to which the division was assigned. In the intervening months there had been some changes. Lieutenant-Colonel Bennett had succeeded Colonel Murphy as AA and QMG. and Major G. B. Gibbons brought in as assistant; Captain Rutherford had returned to New Zealand and Captain H. F. Foster succeeded him as GSO3 (I); 
WarrantOfficer-

Officer Collin had been promoted second-lieutenant and appointed personal assistant to the general. Major Berkeley became military secretary with the rank of lieutenant-colonel and was succeeded as GSO2 by Major H. F. Allan. Lieutenant M. Speight, who 'was killed in action in Italy after the Third Division was disbanded, replaced Lieutenant Lawford, who took over the 4th Field Security Section. Captain L. E. Adams replaced Captain Pithie as liaison officer 14th Brigade. Lieutenant D. G. Hayter became liaison officer 8th Brigade in place of Lieutenant Fitzpatrick; Second-Lieutenant G. P. Chapman was appointed legal staff officer and Lieutenant H. M. Denton joined the Q branch.
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III


Action Stations

              
Then, when everything was in order, the hammering and the burning began as rubbish and old files were disposed of and each department folded its tables and stools and packed its security and stationery boxes more securely than ever for a trip which would involve all equipment in much rough handling and a lot of abuse on the way to Guadalcanal via Vila in the New Hebrides. There was nothing amusing in that trip, which was all hard work for the clerical staff. First the jolting journey through the dust and cold of night to Nouméa from Moindah; the clamber up the ropes of the American troopship 
Fuller from landing barges; the exercises at Mélé Beach, outside Vila Harbour, and that night when the rain came down in a cool torrent from dusk until dawn so that everybody dried out on the beach before returning to ship the following day. Mélé Beach was a sight that morning with many hundreds of the soldiery bathing in the sea or lying in the sun while their clothes and mosquito nets fluttered in a drying breeze on every available shrub and tree behind the beach. After that moist and exacting lesson in amphibious exercises headquarters settled down for a couple of days in the stifling transports and reached Guadalcanal just before midday on 3 September. Guadalcanal was hot. The islands of Florida and Malaita, lying some distance away on a blue-black sea, seemed to wrinkle in the heat. That was only a taste of the 

future. The sand seemed to burn even through boots, and the water in waterbottles became distressingly tepid in a few hours. As the men lumped cases ashore and on and off trucks the sweat poured from them in rivulets. No one was sorry when night came and the super-heated breeze coming up from the sea rustled the 
kunai grass on the ridges like someone scratching an immense matchbox.

              
Divisional headquarters was spaced out over two of the grass-covered ridges which ran up from the flat strip of coconut palms skirting the beaches, with the remains of some natural forest in an intervening gully. Captain S. I. A. Clifford, the camp commandant, and Sergeant-Major R. Stephens, Staff-Sergeant P. Keeler and Corporal J. Pearson were among the busiest men during the moves, for on the camp commandant and his staff fell most of the fiddling details and requests for articles missing or broken. There were continual calls for Corporal John Murphy, who was a sort of combined carpenter, engineer and sanitary man and an old hand at all three. No wonder these men sometimes became a little irritated by the heat! At this stage, of course, almost everyone was more or less keyed up by the expectation of enemy air action, plus rumour which contributed the usual collection of imaginative nonsense.

              
General Barrowclough flew off to pay a short visit to General Griswold, officer commanding the American 14th Corps, at Munda, New Georgia, and Colonel Brook went further afield to Vella Lavella with the officer commanding the 14th Brigade to discuss details of taking over from the Americans and to make arrangements for shipping and supplies. Flying at that time meant travelling with a formidable escort of fighters. Meanwhile headquarters staff was working at top speed setting up the A, Q and G orderly rooms and gouging fox-holes in dead coral, preparing for sudden moves and impending action. There was little time for anything except work and sleep, this last frequently disturbed by air-raid alarms. The United States Under-Secretary for War, Mr. Patterson, visited General Barrowclough on 5 September, An immense American dump among the palms caught fire and burned explosively for days so that everyone who made a hurried trip to the beaches to remove the day's accumulation of dust and sweat tried to get along to see the fireworks which, in the gloom of the plantation, were really spectacular. But before 

anyone had time to settle down headquarters was on the move again. The GOC and Colonel Bennett (accompanied by officers from other arms) reached Vella Lavella via Munda, by air and motor torpedo boat, on the night of 17 September. Corporal Les Howarth, the general's faithful batman, was one of that party and shared a rare midnight 'nip' to celebrate the occasion. Head-quarters personnel boarded LSTs at Kukum Beach on the night of 16 September and landed at Barakoma Beach on the morning of 18 September. A Rear Div HQ remained on Guadalcanal with Colonel Murphy in command but only until headquarters was firmly established on Vella Lavella, after which he returned to New Zealand.

              
The new site on Vella stank of decay and mud and fungus and was hidden far in the jungle under trees of such grandeur and thickness that a bonfire would have been invisible from the air. Jeeps and trucks churned the place into an evil-smelling bog and heavy downpours of rain kept everything in that glutinous state. Water was a problem, despite the rain. At the foot of a boggy track was a trickle of a stream which spread out in a soapy pool and then disappeared into the coral rock. Here hundreds of men tried to bath themselves and wash their clothes, after which they slopped back to their tents and orderly rooms through mud in which writhing tree roots tripped them into whimsical and profane speech. Drying anything was another problem until many of the trees were removed to form a reasonable road.

              
Officers and NCOs of headquarters worked with their opposite numbers from the headquarters of the 35th US combat team which was being relieved. This wise precaution accustomed the New Zealanders to many of the terms and expressions used by the Americans, some of which were distinctly quaint and odd. As General Barrowclough had taken over command of the whole island defences on 18 September, this meant that all administrative direction came from the New Zealand headquarters. At all hours of the day and night signals went out to heads of commands who were known as 'comgen' of this or that formation, or to Comsopac or Comairsopac or Cigsopac, who were all VIPs. Exposed lights were not permitted at night, despite the impenetrable canopy overhead, and two meals a day with a cup of tea and a biscuit of sorts at midday simplified the work of the 

cooks. Nights were made fantastic By the noise of birds, animals and insects, for there is nothing quite so eerie as the first night in the jungle when nerves are a little on edge. Just when 'the boys' were settling down in this gloomy site and learning to ignore the night noises, divisional headquarters piled its office equipment and gear on to any available trucks and bumped its way in teeming rain up the muddy coastal track to Gill's Plantation, leaving behind, among other things, a fine collection of land crabs, one of which had taken a particular fancy to the general's boot polish and nightly dragged tins to the dank hole in which it lived. The relief in the plantation area was obvious. There, on rising ground among the long lanes of stately coconut palms which had previously provided Mr. Gill and a lot of ebony islanders with the means of livelihood, headquarters spread out its tents and orderly rooms with the sky overhead and sparkling glimpses of changing sea through the palm trunks. By day clouds of blue, green and scarlet parakeets chattered in swift flight and by night flying foxes squawked shrilly as they raided the young nuts. A, Q and G unpacked their boxes and set up shop. A, B and C messes became close little communities once more, where the cooks exercised their available knowledge and skill on all foods tinned and dehydrated, and where Private 'Bill' Coleman, who used to write home to Ireland about his 'good Government job' produced scones and tea like a magician. Young palms which grew in prolific confusion were cleared and tracks bulldozed through the area until it all resembled a large and tidy motor camp, without the vehicles or the children.

              
During these weeks succeeding echelons had arrived from Guadalcanal with odds and ends of personnel and equipment so that by the time the move was complete headquarters was almost its old self again as far as staff was concerned. And most of the staff, by this time, had seen headquarters established in some odd places. There was Warrant-Officer C. A. Russell, who was head of the G orderly room, which lie had joined in Fiji; there were Sergeant Andy Gosney and Corporal N. B. Stanaway, also of G staff, Sergeant D. Yockney and Sergeant R. Abel were the two stalwarts of the intelligence branch who marked up the maps each day as the sitreps came in. Two American-born Japanese interpreters were now attached, and an American officer who 

spoke Japanese. On the A and Q side Warrant-Officer M. H. Henderson, who was later awarded the MBE, was in charge and with him were Corporal R. McDonald and Private Town-Treweek; A office clerks were George Palmer and Abe Mason. Sergeant E. Watson had been posted to the military secretary's branch when that was set up in New Caledonia. At first, at Barakoma, there had been raiding Japanese aircraft almost every night, which meant a rush for cover in dank fox-holes or round the boles of giant trees while fragments of anti-aircraft shells zoomed down. There was quite a lot of quiet fun when, after laboriously constructing a fox-hole, Captains Adams and Wake-field found that a snake had got there first and taken possession. At Gill's plantation the raids decreased to nothing as the weeks went by but the work of feeding went on. Q was busy supplying everyone on the island. By the end of October 30,000 gallons of aviation petrol were required each day for planes using the Barakoma airfield which, on the day of the New Zealand landing, was a matted area of fallen trees and heaped up earth. On 31 October the first YP boat arrived off the island and included among its supplies were 22,035 lbs of fresh beef, 320 lbs of celery and 2,210 lbs of butter for distribution to the twenty thousand odd troops, American and New Zealand, then on the island. Q's duties increased with the growing population of Vella Lavella, but the smooth roads which had replaced former jeep tracks gave new life to transport.

              
Life assumed routine when the Japanese were eradicated, and ebbed easily into Christmas and the New Year. There were pictures in the evening as the searchlights played about the heavens, and church services with a native choir at the picture theatre on Sundays; there were visits to Mr. Gill's plantation home, which had become a rest house presided over by Mr. S. R. Knapp, of the YMCA. At Padre Thompson's tent, one of the institutions of HQ, there was always tea after the pictures and frequently an evening service. This tent ultimately became 
Te Kainga Kiwi and the social centre for Div troops, proof of its popularity being the 700 mugs of tea provided on an average each day. The Governor-General, Sir Cyril Newall, came, and the Governor of Fiji, and an allied chapel, built by the natives, was dedicated at Maravari. During Christmas week sports and entertainment added variety to the days but there was little excitement 

until preparations began for the Nissan Island show. The general moved his headquarters back to the old site on Guadalcanal early in January 1944, taking most of the staff with him. By that time almost everyone was travelling by air and had become quite 
blase about it. Huge Douglas machines departed from Barakoma with a regularity only occasionally upset by tropical storms. Some staff changes included Major D. C. Williams, who replaced Major Marshall as DAAG; Major Ian MacArthur, who replaced Major Allan as GSO2; and Captain G. G. Olsen, who became the new camp commandant. A gardening note worth recording, for the New Zealanders invariably cultivated small but resentful patches of ground wherever they set up their camps, was the arrival of Colonel Berkeley from Necal bearing one small tomato, the proud harvest of Lieutenant Collin's horticultural efforts among the niaoulis. It may be added that Lieutenant Collin produced another tomato on Nissan Island, months later.

              
An impending action means day and night work for the headquarters clerks and they were not sorry to embark for Nissan when everything was ready. If there was any excitement during the journey north most of it was suppressed. The general, accompanied by Colonel Brook and Lieutenant Moore, travelled in the flagship, the US 
Halford. Other personnel were scattered on the various ships of the convoy. By evening of 15 February 1943 headquarters was set up in the Pokonian plantation and operating. It had been an eventful day, full of movement since the first sight of Nissan in the soft grey dawn, and the hurried disembarkation knee-deep through the water, but happily without any disaster except several personal hates when the tide rose and seeping water flooded the hastily dug funk-holes among the coconut palms. But honest sweat had escaped in prodigious quantities down streaming torsos as gear was hauled from the beaches, tents erected, boxes opened up and offices set in order so that the general and his staff could function readily. Warrant-Officer Russell and his G clerks used the sides of funk-holes for seats that first hot day; the I clerks set up their maps in the open nearby, fixing them to a palm trunk, since few tents went forward on the day of the landing. Q clerks, on whom fell so much of the detail of movement and supply, worked far into the night with their feet in the bog caused by the seeping tide-water. Happily the beach was only a few yards away in either direc-
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Some of the 'boys' from Divisional Headquarters photographed on the occasion of a farewell to the camp commandant, Captain S. I, Clifford. 
Below: Gill's House on Vella Lavella which became a YMCA. Padre G. Thompson can be seen walking towards the camera

Magnificent native war canoes off the mouth of the Joroveto River, Vella Lavella. Long bidden in the jungle they were brought out to take part in a Christinas carnival that was held in 1943
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Members of the Divisional Headquarters Defence and Employment Platoon photographed on Nissan Island in 1944 before an order was issued for removal of beards

Two disembarkation pictures are shown below. The untidy picture of bundles and bodies shows troops going ashore at Guadalcanal; the other shows an LST nosing its way ashore at Barakoma, Vella Lavella



tion.
 After a few days at Pokonian, headquarters picked itself up and moved across the lagoon to the site of a former mission station and there it stayed for the remainder of its sojourn on Nissan. By that time all desire to throw grenades or shoot at sounds in the dark had been overcome. Once more the various orderly rooms were set up, this time on open ground backed by kapoc trees and the jungle, and the staffs made themselves comfortable as only the New Zealanders are able to do in the field. There was the warm lagoon only a few yards away, and small craft running to a regular timetable to various landing beaches inside the oval of Nissan. On the outer coast was the ocean; between was a narrow strip of particularly dense jungle to which everyone had now become accustomed. The remains of the mission buildings became A mess and most comfortable, high off the ground. B and C messes were in tents on a mound overlooking the lagoon with sufficient trees to give some shade. There was justifiable competition for timber from some of the wrecked buildings and the salvaged pieces rapidly became office tables, cupboards, and cookhouse and tent furniture. Once more life settled down to administrative routine, the monotony of which was valiantly interrupted by motion picture shows, swimming, hunting for an occasional stray Jap still in hiding, and visits to the airstrip which was now a scene of noisy activity as planes left on destructive missions to Truk, Rabaul and Kavieng. There was fishing too; one day Sergeant Cedric Keesing, the general's driver, produced over 300 fish when he tossed a grenade into the lagoon. It was like feeding the multitude.

              
The end of headquarters began on Nissan with the New Zealand call for manpower. Since arriving there a few more changes had taken place. Captain Foster had been replaced by Captain J. N. Thomson as GSO3 (I) and Lieutenant Moore had been succeeded by Second-Lieutenant P. Barrowclough as aide-de-camp. General Barrowclough handed over command of the island to incoming American troops on 29 May and departed for New Caledonia by air. His farewell dinner to American commanders when he presented a decoration to Lieutenant-Commander C. H. Whyte, the US Seabee engineer who had worked so closely and so happily with the Third Division, was a fitting conclusion to a difficult task well done. Headquarters staff sailed from Nissan on the 
Rotanian on 15 June. Many of the NCOs 

and men had been together since the Fiji days and once more the 
camaraderie of the army was proved. No matter how much they had groused and grumbled, when the time came to part it was not without a certain degree of sadness for those for whom the years together had forged enduring friendships.

              
Only skeleton staffs reoccupied the old site among the niaoulis at Moindah and then only while waiting to return to New Zealand after the usual medical boardings. This same state of affairs existed at Or ford's Camp where the division ceased to function on 20 October 1944. By that time the skeleton staffs had disposed of all departmental records and equipment. What was left of the staff moved over to Mangere Crossing Camp to occupy themselves with the final chores. Those of headquarters staff who did not return to civilian life went to various camps in New Zealand and from there to the, Second Division in Italy where they took part in the final engagements in that theatre of war.
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IV


The Others

              
Wherever headquarters of the Third Division was established there also would be found three units which are always an essential part of a division in the field—in this instance the 5th Provost Company, provost being really the police force of a fighting unit; the 4th Field Security Section, the members of which regard everything unusual with suspicion; and the 3rd Defence and Employment Platoon. These three units moved with the division as it went from island to island and shared its activities on each of them.

              
The first commander of the provost company was 
Captain A. L. Downes, a veteran of the last war whose activities with British units had been almost global. He took his small company to Fiji in 1940 as part of the original 8th Brigade Group and with his men was soon putting question marks to any doubtful activities in Suva and the surrounding districts. Included in his company were several veterans whose birth certificates must have 

received careless treatment. There was Private Stevens, for example, who must have put half a century behind him, but he took the heat and discomfort with the best; and the first CSM, Warrant-Officer G. Carr, who stood up well to the trials and tribulations of Fiji. There was stout Corporal Haultain, who never failed to raise a laugh on the most boring days, and there were several young sprigs of last war with sons fighting in this one who did a good job of work in most trying circumstances. When ships arrived, or departed, they knew no hours; they put an end to one or two disreputable enterprises and they displayed much tact towards the younger and less experienced soldiers. Maintaining law and order among troops is no easy task, for much of what is commonly referred to as 'dirty work' falls to the lot of the provost. When the unit returned to New Zealand in 1942 and the Third Division was reorganised Captain Downes and most of his company were boarded, but not before they had picketed the Frankton railway station while a train load of Jap prisoners passed through on their way to internment at Featherston. Lieutenant W. E. Street took command of a practically new company and was promoted captain soon after arriving in New Caledonia where he set up his headquarters at Moindah, having Lieutenant W. B. S. Telfer as his second-in-command. At that time Major L. R. Cutforth was attached to headquarters as DAPM, a post which he held until he retired and one which he had taken over from Major D. A. Solomon, who had temporarily succeeded Captain Downes while the division was stationed at Hamilton.

              
Ever member of the division who was in Necal will remember 'The Pass' at Moindu and its particular brand of mosquitoes which were incredible both in number and persistence of attack. There were ten hilly tortuous miles of this pass which, because of accidents, had been designated a one-way thoroughfare, with members of the provost company stationed at each end to control the traffic. This they usually did by lowering and raising the barriers from the shelter of mosquito nets, so bad were the attacks of the maddening insects. It was a really grim task. QMS N. W. Curry, who had served with the 35th Battalion in Fiji, was one of the stalwarts who did much to relieve the boredom of the men, but Sergeant D. W. Beyer can tell more stories of 'The Pass' than most of the others; almost as many as 

Sergeant T. M. E. Moore and those who helped to guard the canteen stores (liquid) at Népoui.

              
When the division moved into the Solomons, the provost took charge of the birdcages in the forward areas, but there were few 'birds"' to guard since the Japanese were not keen on surrender-Ing. However, there were a few both on Vella Lavella and the Treasuries, but most of the provost work consisted of traffic control on roads and beaches, as well as guarding canteen stores on the LSTs when they came forward from the rear. On Guadalcanal part of the 'dirty work' was the suppression of the activities of those who were too intent on the manufacture and sale of questionable 'jungle juice.' On Vella Lavella Lieutenant Telfer and the HQ section established their POW cages and the provost generally stepped hard on some attempts at 'black-marketing.' In the Treasuries Slim Thomas and Dick Seddon each claimed a Jap and the section attached to the 8th Brigade performed much hard work controlling traffic on beaches, roads and, latterly, the airstrip. When Captain Street rejoined the 30th Battalion he was succeeded by Captain E. M. Grace, who took the unit to Nissan and established his first headquarters in a little native hut on the beach at the Pokonian plantation, later moving to a site on the main road in the divisional area when that highway was bulldozed through the jungle. Several members of the provost company saw long service in the Pacific and, like the other units, it had its characters. Some of those with long memories were CSM L. T. Brown and Warrant-Officer E. Penton, Sergeant S. G. H. Kay and Corporal Sexton; Corporal T. N. M. Reay, who ultimately became CQMS; Corporal L. W. Jones, whose discoveries included his own variety of vienna sausage; Privates A. Morgan and A. Gill, who displayed much prowess as cooks; and Private L. A. Kennedy, who claims that he never lost a man on paper.

              
Soon after achieving divisional status headquarters became security minded and a unit arrived in Fiji from New Zealand with Captain M. Whatman in charge. He and his men settled down in an aura of gossip and suspicion but that soon wore off as the unit's task became more generally understood. Lieutenant O. G. JR. Edwards took charge of a small detachment which watched any suspicious behaviour on the Namaka side of the island, but all the diligence displayed by both sections failed to 

uncover any fifth columnists or subversive operations in Fiji. When the force returned to New Zealand Lieutenant Edwards took over command of the section and was promoted captain. In New Caledonia the security section established its headquarters at Moindah, with subsections working with each brigade. Their activities certainly took the edge off army monotony. Motor cycles and the course of duty took members of the section to the uttermost corners of New Caledonia, in which activity they vied with the provost. Warrant-Officer H. D. MacKinnon brushed up his French and found it useful when dealing with the 
gendarmes; Sergeants A. W. Williams, L. W. P. Edwards and L. C. Barker, Corporals K. P. Minhinnick. R, J. Dwyer and J. E. Preston; Lance-Corporals J. K. MacLean and K. J. Hollyman were among those who could always provide diversion. This took a variety of forms, as when Sergeant C. Zambucka appeared on parade wearing only a felt hat and his boots. It appears that on the previous day Captain Edwards had been much annoyed and demanded an early morning parade. Zambucka asked what dress should be worn and Captain Edwards replied hastily 'Oh, anything.' He got what he asked for. Before leaving for the Solomons Captain Edwards was posted to the 37th Battalion and Lieutenant M. W. B. Anderson took over. He in turn was replaced by Lieutenant Lawford who was promoted captain and commanded the section on Vella Lavella and the early part of the Nissan venture. While in New Caledonia it was realised that a field security section would be of little use in the Solomons so its activities became rather like those of a reconnaissance unit when required. 'Red' MacLean has good reason to remember Guadalcanal, where the members of the section got about the country in remarkably quick time. He was one of a reconnaissance party which had stopped beside an American radar station for a drink and remained there for a rest. Suddenly MacLean said 'and clapped his hand to his right eye. A bullet had struck his face, curved over the cheekbone and made its exit near his nose. To this day no one knows where the bullet came from. Corporal Dwyer has also good reason to remember Guadalcanal. In New Caledonia he had had his first boxing lesson and showed much promise. While the unit was in Vella Dwyer entered for a championship bout and was flown back to Guadalcanal to be one of New Zealand's representatives. The 

tough little five-footer put up a good show but he was no match for a tougher lad from Texas.

              
During the latter part of the action on Vella Lavella Captain Lawford and ten of his section were attached to the 14th Brigade and did excellent work in the jungle, particularly in assisting with the relief of personnel who had become isolated. Similarly, when the division moved north to Nissan, members of the section were engaged with 14th Brigade units in a fierce little engagement on the island of Sirot, Soon afterwards Lieutenant Moore took command of the section and he in turn was replaced by Captain W. D, Luchars, who brought the section back to New Zealand and then went on to Italy. When last heard of Warrant-Officer MacKinnon was teaching himself Japanese and Lance-Corporal Hollyman was writing letters in verse from Italy. They were an interesting crowd, the security 'blokes/ and probably made more fun for themselves than any other similar unit.

              
The Defence and Employment Platoon, more generally known as the D and E, did not materialise as such until the division returned from Fiji and was reorganised at Manurewa. Lieutenant N. MacDonald, as first commander, had the task of reorganising the platoon in time for the Kaimai exercises and of packing for the trip to New Caledonia. There Captain J. R. Wink took over, established a camp in the niaoulis and organised the platoon for its primary tasks of defending and labouring before he went to join the base organisation and was replaced by Lieutenant H. R. Wade. One of those long-remembered 'incidents' in New Caledonia was the occasion when seven members of the platoon were chastised for running off the ropes in Nouméa, but the D and E is best remembered for its labours. At night the platoon provided pickets for the HQ area and once took pot shots at a 'moving object' which created a bit of an uproar; by day the employment section assisted with the construction of the YMCA and the roadhouse and with A, B and C messes, for which they did most of the heavy work, while natives did the thatching and other people received most of the praise. D and E also cleared the Moindah sports field, which they afterwards used to defeat Div Sigs in a meritorious game of rugby. Sergeant Mussett, Sergeant J. Jenkinson and Sergeant Carl Partridge were kept busy among the various sections and showed the 

way when necessary, even unto digging holes. The same can be said of Corporal Gordon Taylor, who was later mentioned in despatches, Corporal John Sutton and Corporal T. Mills.

              
During the moves to and in the forward area heavy demands were made on the D and E men, whose memories of Guadalcanal are rather jaundiced by the number of fox-holes they dug and the number of tents they erected in the heat when staff officers were in a hurry. On Vella Lavella there was much more digging and tent pitching and many members of Div HQ have reason to be grateful to 'Aussie' Kain, the D and E cook, for the meals he provided in that dank and dismal place far in the jungle and almost knee deep in mud. When headquarters moved out to a brighter and better site in Gill's plantation D and E men aided the engineers in constructing many roads through the area and in constructing more fox-holes, one of which, a dugout, was a real showpiece and would have housed the Governor-General, if the Japs had raided during his visit. Then, after removing thousands and thousands of young palms (any one of which, potted, would have cost half a guinea in New Zealand) they proceeded to beautify the place by planting others in regular rows. One expedition of interest was the reconnaissance of Gizo Island by a combined party of eight of the D and E Platoon under Lieutenant Wade and a similar number of the security section under Captain Lawford. The Japanese had fled and the natives gave the New Zealanders a great welcome, particularly as Colonel E. G. Sayers, who had visited the island as a doctor years before the war, accompanied the party and ministered to the sick. Another task for some of the D and E men was to accompany General Barrowclough into the forward areas, but perhaps their best job was on the day of the landing on Vella when the machine-gunners manned guns on the LSTs and helped to drive off raiding Japanese planes.

              
With the move to Nissan Captain W. G. Rutherford took command of the platoon and remained with it until the end of the chapter. And on Nissan, where more digging and picket work was necessary and the coral more rock-like, the platoon began to disintegrate with the call of manpower. Like other units D and E had its characters: Lance-Corporal A. Jones, who figured at every boxing tournament; Lance-Corporal M. G. Mark, the familiar orderly room clerk; Privates Smart and Jones, the 

barbers who had to remove the celebrated and fearsome beards; Privates 'Butch' Walker, who was last heard of in Italy, E. McLaughlin, who was never afraid to tell anyone what he could do, and H. Halstead, who seemed to have a distinct preference for the cookhouse. Then there were the McCoy twins, two souvenir-makers whose greatest joy was a wrecked aeroplane, and QMS Owen, one of the bearded wonders of D and E.
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V


Farewell

              
It is fitting that this necessarily brief reference to Divisional Headquarters and its personnel should conclude with General Barrowclough's final order before the division ceased to exist on 20 October 1944. By that date, however, many close associations of long standing had been broken and former teams of officers, NCOs and men who had worked together for years had been scattered. Soon afterwards many of them were on their way to Italy and the Middle East to join the Second Division, there to lose their identity in the various units to which they were posted. But wherever and whenever two or three of them were gathered together, their conversation invariably turned to the adventures, exploits, discomforts and possibilities of the Third Div. Even in civilian life it always will.

              
The following is the last special order issued to the Third New Zealand Division by Major-General Barrowclough:—

              
'The greater part of 2nd NZEF IP has now been dispersed in one way or another, and 3rd NZ Div HO will cease to function as from 1700 hours on 20 October 1944. The manner of our dispersal has unfortunately prevented me from speaking personally to more than a handful of you, and I am unable to say " Goodbye," except through the medium of this special order. Even that may fail to reach many to whom I would have wished to speak.

              
'I want to tell you how proud I have been of the division and the whole of its base organisation. It was not my privilege to command the force from its inception, nor to have any part 

in its initial training, and I am eternally grateful to Generals Cunningham and Mead and to all of you for the fine spirit and stern discipline which was so manifestly engendered in the early days of your existence. A commander owes everything to his troops. His own reputation depends so utterly and entirely on their behaviour in action. I very greatly acknowledge your courage and devotion to duty, and the uniformly high standards you established in the performance of every task it was my duty to call upon you to perform.

              
'For most of you the war is not yet over, and your services may be required in another theatre. It is a matter for regret that this further service will not be with the division nor with the units for which we have so warm a love and regard. This is as inevitable as it is regretful. I know, however, that you are qualified to take your place in any formation to which you may be posted, and that you will serve therein with credit to yourselves and to your new units. My own interest in exmembers of 3rd NZ Division and its ancillary services will never wane, and I shall regard it as my pleasing duty to further your interests in any way I can. I wish you the best of good fortune—for the rest of the war and afterwards.'
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I


Staff and Work

              
The decision to send garrison troops from New Zealand to Fiji was made some years before war broke out, but it was not until October 1940 that two battalions with reinforcements and auxiliary troops (about 3,000 in all) were despatched from New Zealand under Brigadier (later Major-General) W. H. Cunningham, CBE, DSO. The task of this force—the 8th Brigade Group (known as B Force)—was to prepare defensive positions and camps in the Suva and Lautoka-Namaka areas. The infantry units then in the brigade group were the 29th Battalion and 30th Battalion and later the reinforcements which were sent originally were built up and became the 34th Battalion.

              
With the war against Japan came the necessity for strengthening this garrison in Fiji and the decision to build the force to the strength of a two-brigade division. It is at this time that the story of 8th Brigade Headquarters really begins. The headquarters of the former garrison became divisional headquarters, and 8th Brigade Headquarters, the personnel for which had been assembled at Trentham, was constituted under Brigadier L. G. Goss, with Major J. L. Eyre and Lieutenant C. W. H. Tripp as brigade major and staff captain respectively. Brigade headquarters opened in Samambula A Camp at 0700 hours on 6 January 1942, but one week later moved to Hedstrom's House on the Tamavua Road overlooking Suva harbour. The infantry units 

under command at this time were the 29th and 34th Battalions (the 30th Battalion having passed to the 14th Brigade) and the 1st and part of the 2nd Battalion of the Fiji Defence Force. There were also under command the 35th Field Battery, 20th Field Company Engineers and part of the 7th Field Ambulance.

              
After a series of reconnaissances and conferences the first operation order was issued on 14 January 1942 defining the defensive tasks of the various battalions and other units, and the work of extending and strengthening the defences was undertaken and strenuously pushed ahead. At Hedstrom's an underground battle headquarters was constructed by tunnelling into the soapstone, and this was used during the various brigade exercises. Although elaborately constructed, with separate rooms for the various branches of the headquarters, niches for bunks, and duckboards, the stream of water through the main passage and the dampness of the walls during tropical rains is well remembered.

              
In February and March 1942 there were a number of changes in the staff. Brigadier R. A. Row, DSO, assumed command of the brigade, following Brigadier Goss's appointment to liaison duties in Australia. Captain I. H. Macarthur was appointed staff captain in place of Lieutenant Tripp, who was transferred to the 36th Battalion. Second-Lieutenant G. P. Hodgson, of the 29th Battalion, joined headquarters, later commanding the reconnaissance platoon, and Lieutenant H. A. Kerr, of the 36th Battalion, became camp commandant. The units in the brigade were kept well occupied with digging, wiring, training, and preparing for probable developments in the event of an attack by the Japanese, which in those days seemed imminent. A 'back line' was prepared and exercises were carried out by units to gain experience and a closer knowledge of the area. Seldom used tracks (notably the one over Nakombalevu from the Navua River to Princes Road near Theodore's) were explored and their usefulness as means of making quick changes in the disposition of troops evaluated.

              
In May 1942, just prior to the departure of Brigadier Row for New Zealand where he underwent an operation, Lieutenant Tripp returned to brigade headquarters and commenced the organisation for the Fijian guerilla unit, then known as the 8th Brigade commandos, a unit which later distinguished itself in Guadalcanal and New Georgia. The value of this unit was first 

demonstrated when it took part in an exercise conducted by Brigadier F. L. Hunt (who took over the brigade on 16 May 1942) and in which the 36th Battalion and the 1st Fiji Battalion were the chief participants.

              
With the attainment of a high degree of efficiency and the near completion of defensive works came news in June of the proposed relief of the force in Fiji by US troops. Aside from the practical hand over by map and by inspection of defensive areas, the period holds pleasant memories of our first association with American units of the 37th Division. Embarkation of the USS 
President Coolidge was completed by 20 July 1942 and brigade headquarters was opened in D block, Papakura, three days later. A period of leave and reorganisation followed, and after Brigadier Row had again taken over the brigade, the headquarters moved to Opaheke on 22 August 1942, and was there joined by Major J. M. Reidy (as brigade major) and Captain M. P. Whatman, who was camp commandant for a short time and followed later by Lieutenant W. Lang, who had returned from Fanning Island. While here advice was received concerning the reorganisation of the Third Division under 
Major-General H. E. Barrowclough, CB, DSO, MC, ED, followed closely by news of the proposed relief of Australian troops in Norfolk by 36th Battalion and other units. It was with much regret that this battalion was farewelled from Auckland on 7 October 1942. Shortly after this the brigade was further denuded by the despatch of the 34th Battalion to Tonga, and it is excusable that the sorrows of the headquarters should have been drowned in true Bacchanalian manner. The remainder of the brigade at this juncture moved from Opaheke to the Cambridge area, marching to Horotiu and moving by truck for the remainder of the journey. It was from here that, with the support of certain home guard units and a territorial battalion, the remainder of the brigade, in the words of David Reid's song, 'Stormed up the Kaimais' to do battle with the 14th Brigade. After completion of this exercise and a period of leave, the brigade was joined by the 1st Ruahine Battalion in preparation for the move to New Caledonia. The advanced party under Major W. B. Cameron departed on 26 October 1942 and commenced a reconnaissance for camp sites in the Népoui area. The brigadier, brigade major, and staff captain arrived by air on 29 December and the remaining 
per-

sonnel of the headquarters followed on the 
West Point, arriving on 31 December 1942. The stay at Npoui lasted only about six weeks and it is remembered principally on account of the exploits of the I section, referred to elsewhere, and an exceptional flood which occurred in the Népoui River causing a very hurried evacuation of some of the tents and the quartermaster's store.

              
After the departure of the US garrison from central New Caledonia the brigade was moved to the Bouloupari area and brigade headquarters was opened on 10 February 1943 at the former headquarters of the US 43rd Division. Although the home of a particularly aggressive type of mosquito, and although no bathing was available reasonably close to the camp, the area was well provided for as a headquarters, being blessed with adequate buildings which compensated in part for other discomforts. The brigade was rejoined by the 34th Battalion on 13 March 1943 and by the 36th Battalion one month later, after which the 1st Ruahine Battalion passed to 15th Brigade.

              
It was while the headquarters was at Bouloupari that the brigade was subjected (if that be the word) to its most concentrated period of training, during the course of which brigade headquarters spent many days and nights in the field. Personnel on brigade headquarters and in the units under command well remember the Dent St. Vincent (the Tonta exercise), the mud and mosquitoes of the Bula exercise, and the long trek from Bouloupari to Moindou. This period was of immense value. Units became familiar with supporting arms, answers were found to questions, 'what should the soldier carry?' and 'what should the soldier eat?' in the field, men became fit and ready for the jobs which followed. Headquarters learned to be mobile and the office truck and its appurtances became as familiar to clerks and runners as the sand floored 
bures. So intensive and strenuous had been the training during this period of nearly six months that the brigadier's decision to send the brigade to Thio for a week's rest came as a welcome relief, capping off an important and interesting stage in the life of the brigade and headquarters.

              
In the course of this period of training there were several additions and changes on the staff. The appointment of Major Reidy to the temporary command of the Ruahine Battalion was followed by the appointment of Captain (later Major) Macarthur, brigade major in March 1943. When this officer took over the 

temporary command of 29th Battalion and later went to Staff College, Major W. B. Cameron carried out the duties of brigade major until the brigade left New Caledonia. The appointment of staff captain was subjected to a number of changes, Major Cameron, Captain S. H. Naismith and Captain K. E. Louden acting in turn until Captain N. L. Fitzpatrick was appointed staff captain on 24 June 1943, this officer holding the appointment until the return of the brigade to New Caledonia in May 1944. When Lieutenant Lang returned to New Zealand his place as camp commandant and officer commanding defence platoon was taken by Second-Lieutenant (later Lieutenant) D. T. Fitness, who had been quartermaster-sergeant on headquarters in Fiji and New Zealand. Changes also came in the appointments of intelligence officer and supply officer but these are mentioned elsewhere. From the end of June until 15 July Brigadier Row was absent in New Zealand and during this period Lieutenant-Colonel J. R. Eyre of the 34th Battalion (who was formerly brigade major) commanded the brigade. On 9 July 1943 a ceremonial parade and review was held on the Dubois memorial airfield, all units in the area taking part. The parade was inspected by the Minister of Defence, the Hon. F, Jones, and he was accompanied by General Barrowclough.

              
With the prospects of amphibious operation ahead, and the immediate task of organising the brigade into combat teams, work began on weight and measurement tables, and for this Captain B. M. Silk, a member of what was familiarly known as 'the brains trust' on divisional headquarters, was attached to brigade headquarters, A start was made on a 'dry land' bridgehead exercise, but this was abandoned on account of the imminence of the move to Guadalcanal.

              
When the time for departure from New Caledonia drew nigh a number of farewell functions were held, notably two dinners in the officers-mess. The first function was attended by all unit commanders in the brigade group and the commanding officer (Lieutenant-Colonel Williams) and two other officers of the 1st Marine Parachute Regiment which was camped at Tontouta and with the members of which a strong fellowship had been established. The second dinner function was attended by all officers still available who had at any time been on brigade headquarters.

              


              
On 21 August 1943 Lieutenant W. D. Leuchars left Nouméa with the 14th Brigade Group as officer commanding the 8th Brigade advanced party and on 4 September 1943 personnel of brigade headquarters departed from Nouméa on the 
Presidents Jackson, Adams and 
Hayes. The loading and embarkation was our first introduction to LCVs and LCMs, 'flat tops' and landing nets, which later became so familiar. The 
Presidents were fine ships, but the troops' quarters below were extremely hot, a condition which became more unbearable as we proceeded northwards.

              
During the voyage brigade headquarters functioned as such on the 
Jackson, for the preparation of orders for the exercises to be held on Mélé Beach, Efate, in the New Hebrides. At the conclusion of our five days' stay there a full scale brigade group beach landing exercise was held and brigade headquarters went ashore and set up offices and the usual appurtenances in the scrub just beyond the beach. This was a useful prelude to the unloading task at Guadalcanal where the convoy arrived on the morning of 14 September 1943 and all previous records for times for unloading and turn round of ships were broken. Brigade headquarters camp site was on a small ridge off Wright's Road, about two miles from the waterfront. Although elevated sufficiently to catch what little breeze there was, it was so oppressively hot and so far from bathing water that this was assuredly the least attractive of all camp areas the headquarters ever occupied. Even the mosquitoes of Bouloupari were more readily endured.

              
The six weeks' stay at Guadalcanal was an exceedingly busy one. The clerical staff was called on for long hours, the I section was fully extended, the staff officers were engrossed in massive load tables and weight and measurement returns, the defence platoon planned and rehearsed by day and night a scheme for all round defence for the headquarters in the jungle, the concert enthusiasts under David Reid worked hard to produce a concert from limited materials. Signals and provost found their time more than fully occupied. During this period, the prelude to the occupation of the Treasury, jungle clothing was issued, web gear camouflaged, anti-malarial measures revised and emphasised.

              
For the purpose of the Treasury operation the 8th Brigade Group was placed under the command of the First Marine Amphibious Corps (known familiarly as 'One Mac') then 
com 

manded by General Vandergrift. Certain American units in turn came under our command and when the final operation order was issued the Order of Battle included 23 units, and the force totalled approximately 8,000 all ranks. As it was intended that brigade headquarters should become 'Island Command' at Treasury with Brigadier Row as 'Comgen' it was decided that the normal staff was insufficient. Major Macarthur had rejoined headquarters as brigade major. Captain B. M. Silk became staff officer movements, Major J. S. Bracewell came from NZEF IP Headquarters as DAA and QMG and Captain R. S. Lawrence from the 36th Battalion as staff captain A, while Captain Fitzpatrick became staff captain Q. Captain John Merrill and Sergeant Harry Shinto, of the USMC Language Division, were attached as interpreters.

              
Numerous conferences were held with both New Zealand and US commanders and on 21 October 1943 commanders of all units assembled at the sandtable and Brigadier Row issued his verbal orders for the operation. Inevitably there were minor changes, but the loading proceeded well and on 25 October 1943 part of headquarters went aboard LCI No. 61 and on the following morning the remainder, including the brigade commander, embarked on the 
Stringham, an APD.

              
The journey and the landing of brigade headquarters were uneventful except for the men in the forward report centre on Mono who found to their dismay that they had placed themselves on the fringe of the perimeter formed by the 36th and 29th Battalions. For them there was no rest by day and no sleep by night, and they frequently found themselves carrying on a 'private' war against the occasional Jap and other terrors of the night. The provost section under Sergeant D. W. Beyer, portion of the signal section under Lieutenant P. H. Gowland, part of the defence platoon, and the liaison officers in turn, were responsible for maintaining this post and for the flow of information to brigade headquarters which meantime had been established inshore from Purple 3 beach on Stirling Island. Here the office truck had been quickly unloaded and set up, and typewriters were soon clicking, the I Section had the battleboard with its host of mysterious markings under its canopy to protect it from the dripping dampness of the jungle, the signal section had set up its aerials and exchanges and, not the least important, the 
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The 4th Field Security Section on Nissan Island. Captain W. D. Leuchars, in a jungle suit, is second from left

Members of Divisional Headquarters Sergeants' Mess on Nissan Island in May 1944
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The 'G' staff of Divisional Headquarters in May 1944. 
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The 'A' and 'Q' staff on Nissan Island in May 1944. 
Front row, left to right: Lieutenant G. P. Chapman, Major G. B. 'Gibbons, Major D. C. Williams and Captain H. M. Denton




field cookers were emitting a welcome roar. The remainder of the defence platoon had put into effect at brigade headquarters the system of defence it had rehearsed in Guadalcanal and its members were posted and a roster arranged for night duties in the fox-holes.

              
Although outwardly the set-up was familiar, there was a certain tenseness. For the first time lives depended on the efficient working of headquarters. It can be justly said that the headquarters did function well and that units under command did receive the support to which they were entitled. After the initial days and nights, when the Jap was being systematically exterminated, came the task of settling in. Arriving with the succeeding echelons of LSTs and other ships were more stores, more camp equipment, and the rear parties who had been left at Guadalcanal. The second operation order, for the defence of the Treasury Group, was issued on 12 November and, along with other units, brigade headquarters began to convert the jungle into a habitable place with offices, cookhouses and covered fox-holes. By this time Jap casualties had been definitely established at 205 killed and seven taken prisoner. The number of prisoners later increased to 12 and casualties to 230.

              
It was during this period that the Governor-General, Sir Cyril Newall, visited the island, and inspected all the New Zealand units, some of the American units and a couple of diminutive Jap prisoners who were temporarily released from the job of washing the provost sergeant's jungle suit. It was fortunate that on that occasion Q was able to acquire some fresh New Zealand mutton and butter from a US naval unit then stationed in Blanche Harbour, for field cooking facilities cannot hope to disguise the all-too-familiar spam and gerkins.

              
In the course of this settling in process the camp areas were disturbed at night by Jap bombers and during the day by the continual encroachment of Seabee bulldozers sent in obedience of Admiral Halsey's order to 'expedite the strips.' The former, once familiar, and until the flak commenced to fall, were the cause of admiration of the terrific display of colour and pattern with which the ack ack and searchlight units greeted them, and the latter brought forth new and strange oaths from members of the defence platoon, who had frequently to move, replace and rebuild cookhouses and tents to make room for road and runway.

              


              
In early December 1943, following the decision to relieve older men and the reshuffle of the staffs in the division, there were further changes in personnel. Brigadier Row, who had attained the staff corps retiring age, returned to New Zealand and his place was taken by Brigadier Goss, Major Macarthur was appointed GSO 2 on divisional headquarters and Major Brace-well became brigade major, his place as DAA and QMG being taken by Captain Silk. Shortly after this Major Bracewell returned to base hospital, and Captain (Temporary-Major) K. E. Louden was appointed temporarily to replace him. Captain Silk returned to divisional headquarters and his place was taken by Captain L. B. Collins. Later, after the action on Nissan Island, a further reshuffle of divisional and unit staffs brought Major G. H. Biss as brigade major, and changes were made in the three appointments of liaison officer.

              
Meanwhile the camp area had been cleared of undergrowth and many of the larger trees had been felled. The exploits of Sergeant W. R. Bass and Corporal W- J. Cook, experienced axemen, and other members of the defence platoon won the admiration of many a city lubber as giant mahoganies were brought down with amazing accuracy. On one occasion a warning was a little late and the intelligence officer, Captain H. G. West, received the impact of the top branches of a tree, a fractured arm and leg, and a good stiff brandy.

              
During the period December 1943 to March 1944 the strength of the forces on the island grew to a total of 16,000, and the work of administration grew proportionately. Supplies of food, ammunition, bombs, petrol and building materials poured in as the number of the air units and the extent of their activities increased. The brigade group had passed from the operational command of the First Marine Amphibious Corps to the administrative command of what was then called Forward Area. Later the island became part of Sixth Island Command (New Georgia). The administrative side of headquarters had therefore to become familiar with the returns required by the US army authorities which, contrary to popular belief, are no less tedious and lengthy than our own. The general administration of the island, the traffic control, the supervision of cleanliness and sanitation, the setting up of bomb and petrol dumps, the distribution of incoming cargo, the maintenance and deliveries of supplies of rations were 

all matters which gave the officers and clerical staff concerned little respite. It is perhaps appropriate at this juncture to mention that the clerical staff of the headquarters, and orderlies, under Sergeant A. E. Chamberlain (later awarded the BEM) had been with the headquarters since its formation in Fiji. The names of 'Soldier Sam' Hodgkinson, and 'Critch' Critchfield (the runner who once said to the brigade major, (Now then, sir, keep calm—don't do the old scone ') and others became as household words, and the fact that they remained unchanged throughout speaks sufficiently for the work of this section of the headquarters. Standing Orders (the army's do's and don'ts) for the administration of the islands were prepared and issued on 28 February 1944. It is interesting to record that on a number of occasions in his capacity as 'Comgen' Brigadier Goss was called on to present American awards and decorations to members of US units stationed at Treasury.

              
It is not infrequently the case that the completion of the task of making a camp heralds a move. The beginning of the return to New Caledonia came when the first manpower draft departed on the 
President Munro on 26 April and a few days later the advanced party of the brigade left for New Caledonia under Captain K. E. Louden, and the administration of the Treasury Group was handed over to the 91st US Infantry division. On 15 May 1944 the remainder of brigade headquarters, except a small rear party, embarked on the 
Tryon, making a fast trip to Nouméa, heading off the advanced party by a few hours, the latter having been held up at Guadalcanal. Back in New Caledonia the brigade moved to the area vacated by the infantry wing of the base training depot in the Tene Valley and here we felt the benefit of considerable leisure during weather which, if to us extremely cold at night, provided days of glorious sunshine, enabling all kinds of sport to be enthusiastically indulged in. Cricket, football, basketball, tenakoits and even badminton were vigorously undertaken. There was little training and as the auxiliary troops had ceased to be under command, leaving only three battalions and the machine gun company, the administrative work was comparatively light, and the staff, with some exceptions, was able to take part in much of the organised recreation.

              
With ample entertainment in the evenings and the days of sport, the two months during which the brigade and the 
head-

quarters gradually broke up were very pleasurable. However, this period, heralding as it did the final disbanding-of the headquarters, carried with it a tinge of sadness and regret. The personnel of headquarters, apart from the senior appointments, had not changed much during a period of over two years and there was naturally some disappointment as releases to manpower became more frequent and the fate of the division more apparent. Brigade headquarters closed at Tene Valley in August 1944 and except for the final clearance of stores at Mangere Crossing Camp, the headquarters then ceased to exist.

              
The story would not be complete, however, without reference to certain sections of the headquarters which have been purposely omitted from the foregoing survey. Some of these are part of an infantry brigade headquarters proper and others are detachments from other corps, necessary for the full functioning of all services. Their stories are being told separately but it is not to be assumed that they were in any way remote from the life of the headquarters. Although very much of a patchwork of personnel from various corps and many different units, the headquarters acquired a definite personality and atmosphere to which all personnel made their contribution.
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II


The Sections Attached

              

Intelligence Section.—The intelligence section during the life of 8th Brigade saw many changes in its personnel and in the type of work it was called on to do. On the formation of the unit all the members of the section, with the exception of Second-Lieutenant K. E. Louden (later Captain Louden, MC), were new to I work and during the stay in Fiji much valuable training was done. Here two native boys from the Fiji Defence Force were attached to the section and introduced to the rudiments of intelligence work and size 13 boots, the latter certainly blistering their feet in no mean manner.

              
One reconnaissance which will live in the minds of the participants was the overland trip from Vatukarasa, Sovi Bay, to Nausori, a distance of some 100 miles. Although the trip was 

a very pleasant one, the going was extremely difficult and meant moving in stream beds for miles, and using rafts made of bamboo and held together with vines for carrying packs and rifles when it was necessary for the party to swim. After three days out boots began to fall to pieces and it was necessary when the party reached the village of Namaumau to pull out down the Navua River to the main road and refit before continuing the trip. The second stage turned out much easier and the country much flatter and more closely populated with villages, where the natives showered hospitality on the passing troops in the form of fruit, poultry and the native beverage, kava, a drink which courtesy demanded had to be partaken of as a token of friendship. Much night work was done by the section while stationed at Suva, when the Japanese attack seemed imminent and the curfew was imposed, tracking down offenders of the blackout regulations.

              
It was while in Fiji that Sergeant D. V. Stunner left the section to join the 8th Brigade Commandos and Sergeant F. R. Orwin, who was the only original member of the section to remain with it throughout its existence, was appointed intelligence sergeant. After the brigade returned to New Zealand from Fiji more new personnel joined the section including Sergeant W. A. Cowan and Corporal K. Bradley. The Kaimais proved a good training ground for the I section and both before and after the manoeuvre several weeks were spent in the bush on reconnaissance work.

              
In New Caledonia much intensive training was carried out and many experiments with rations fell to the lot of this department. The most vivid in memory undoubtedly is the one with the American D chocolate ration. It was intended that the party should cross the island from Népoui to Ponérihouen and return via a track to Poya, taking for food only the rich emergency chocolate, to test its sustaining qualities. At first the party found the diet in the solid and drinking forms quite palatable; but after several days all were showing signs of fatigue and sickness. On arrival at the opposite coast all but the officer called off the experiment and enjoyed a hearty meal at a French home and purchased stores for the return journey. On the way back the officer, too, succumbed to the temptation of more satisfying and attractive victuals. Shortly after the arrival of the 34th and 36th 

Battalions in New Caledonia Captain J. L. Berry of the 34th battalion relieved Captain Louden as intelligence officer, the latter going to the 36th Battalion as a company commander. It was while holding this appointment that he was awarded the MC at Treasury.

              
As a result of experience gained in exercises and in anticipation of the scope of work that the I section had to do in jungle warfare, the establishment was increased by the addition of two lance-corporals, N. F. Gilkison and B. C. McKenzie joining the section to make a total strength of six. Captain Berry's stay with the section was terminated by illness while at Guadalcanal and he was replaced by Lieutenant H. G, West some days prior to departing for the assault on the Treasuries. The period spent at Guadalcanal, although short, was a very interesting one. Many reconnaissances through old battlefields and preparations for the occupation of the Treasury Group kept the section fully occupied. As very little firsthand information was available it was decided to send a reconnaissance party to Mono Island some days prior to the final orders being given. Accordingly, on 19 October 1943, Sergeant W. A. Cowan, accompanied by Sergeant-Major Frank Wickham, school-teacher at Falamai prior to the Japanese occupation, and Sergeant Ilala, the latter two both being members of the British Solomon Islands Defence Force, and Corporal Nash of the Australian intelligence service were successfully landed near Malsi. Two American airmen who had been hidden from the Japs and succoured by friendly natives, together with several natives who had volunteered to act as guides when the allied occupation commenced, came back and gave valuable information regarding the enemy's strength and dispositions.

              
While this reconnaissance was in progress the remainder of the section was very busy making maps, interpreting aerial photos and making sand models of the group in order to familiarize unit commanders and other officers with the terrain. Twenty-four hours prior to the.assault landing Sergeant Cowan and a party of native scouts and three members of the 29th Battalion again landed on Mono in the vicinity of Malsi. An observation post was established inland in order to keep track of the Japanese as they withdrew from Falamai, and also to cut the telephone line from the Jap observation post known to be at Laifa Point. An interesting sidelight on this episode takes us to brigade 
head-

quarters aboard the 
Stringham. Sergeant Cowan had sent back, by the PT boat which had conveyed him and his party, a message which contained the sentence 'NO increase in enemy strength.' By some unfortunate accident and to the alarm of the brigade commander this message reached the 
Stringham without the word 'NO.' It was for Sergeant Cowan's work on these two landings prior to the occupation that he was awarded the DCM.

              
The action period was a very busy time for the section and the full benefit was felt of the numerous exercises and manoeuvres during the static period. After the occupation was completed, map making reconnaissance, compilation of information and intelligence summaries kept personnel occupied. In December 1943 Corporal Bradley, who was evacuated on account of sickness, was replaced by Corporal K. J. Dunnet and on 1 April (there is no significance in the date) Captain West was struck by a falling tree, necessitating his removal to hospital in New Caledonia. Shortly after this Captain Louden rejoined the section.

              
Not the least of the tasks of the section was the satisfying of mess secretaries, concert producers and sports organisers, whose demands for menus and programmes continually taxed the ingenuity and sometimes the patience of the draughtmen. Whatever the job, the section, except on one or two occasions such as when it reported American Mitchells having bombed Blanche Harbour, produced the right answer.

              

The Transport Section.—-When the headquarters was formed in Fiji Lieutenant A. Siddall was appointed transport officer and he continued until the force returned to New Zealand. There was only a limited amount of transport available in those early days, but this did not mean there was less to be done. The vehicles then in use were not of recent or standard models and it was not an easy matter to keep them up to pitch.

              
Prior to the departure from New Zealand to New Caledonia Captain O. G. Davey took over the section, and the scope of its work broadened with the new four and six-wheel drive vehicles which had come into general use. Hill climbing and sand crossing experiments were carried out and the capabilities of the jeeps and trucks tested. There were, of course, diversions from the normal tasks of the transport section. The transport officer was used as an unloading officer at Treasury. The office truck, which 

was fitted with a winch, was used in the tree-felling activities of the defence platoon. The section took its turn in the fox-holes round headquarters and on one occasion Private 'Bill' Tacon was called on to drive an antiquated hay mower to cut the Dubois memorial airfield, near Bouloupari, on which the brigade group ceremonial parade was held. Privates E. S. Kidd and 'Joe' Black were members of the Tui concert party, and after duty contributed to the lighter side of army life.

              
During the rest period in New Caledonia the transport section was the only part of the headquarters which was called on for any serious work, the personnel being loaned to base headquarters for convoy duty to Nouméa. This job was not undertaken with much relish, for it was many months since journeys of more than a few miles had been undertaken. At the end of this tour of duty, however, as always, they took pride in their dusty faces and tired eyes.

              

The Defence Platoon.—Mention has already been made of the activities of the defence platoon at various periods in our story, but this brief review would not be complete without reference to other aspects of the life and work of the unit. Since our period of contact with the enemy can be reckoned in days, the task of defence implied in the name belies the true function of the platoon. Rather was it an employment platoon called on for the thousand and one jobs behind the scenes, the essential but neither spectacular nor exciting tasks which have to be done in the maintenance of a camp. For most it was a boring round cheerfully accepted in the knowledge that every part of it was a contribution to the general welfare of the headquarters as a whole.

              
There were, of course, purple patches when special work or training had to be done, breaking the monotony and providing new topics of conversation and new food for argument. As a matter of interest a war diary entry of 17 June 1943 is quoted:— 'Visit of General Freyberg, who inspected and complimented the guard of honour drawn from the defence platoon.' On the training and operational side there was the exercise at Florida, near Tulagi, which was held to familiarise the units with LCIs and APDs which were to be used in the Treasury landing. The defence platoon was the only part of the headquarters which was able to take part in this rehearsal, the claim of the other 
per-

sonnel on headquarters that they were too busy and too important to be spared being frigidly ignored.

              
At Treasury a number of important patrols and observation post duties were entrusted to the platoon, in addition to the job at the forward report centre which has already been referred to. These patrols took them to the smaller Wilson and Watson Islands and the more remote corners of Stirling Island. In this respect the platoon took its full share of the serious part of the job. Frequent moves had made the platoon expert at camp erection and it never took long for such meagre amenities as were available to be installed. An interesting diversion was provided by the call for lumbermen to clear the camp at Stirling, the call 'Timber' ringing out as each giant mahogany received the final blow from the axeman.

              
The platoon had its share of the lighter side and initiated a number of well remembered functions. One of these was held on 29 July 1943 at Bouloupari when Lieutenant Lang was fare-welled on his departure to New Zealand and Lieutenant Fitness was welcomed back as commander of the unit. A short time after this the platoon sergeant-major, Warrant-Officer Tremaine, who had been saving his beer ration for some time, announced his attainment of parenthood and the recreation hut was again the scene of much merriment. These are only two of a number of official and unofficial functions, indoor and outdoor, which brightened the off duty hours.

              
Although the unit was required to find a place for a number of men who were detailed for other permanent jobs on headquarters, it could always find among its members someone to give the advice on or solution for the various problems which arose. From plumbing to bushfelling, from language interpretation to picture theatre operating, there was always someone who had the knowledge or experience to meet the occasion.

              

Section Signals.—While it is not entirely true, as the signallers generally claim, that a headquarters is built round the signal office, there can be no doubt that J section of the Divisonal Signals played a very important part in all branches of the life and work of the headquarters. When the headquarters was formed in Fiji the section was under Captain (later Major) K. Wilson, and Second—Lieutenant (later Captain) G. M. Parkhouse, the latter officer remaining with the section until December 1943 by which 

time he had been longer on headquarters than any other officer. With Lieutenant P. L. Gowland, an original member of the section as an NCO, these officers and their successors, Captain Garters and Lieutenant G. O'Hara and Second-Lieutenant Korte, and other members of the section, made considerable contributions not only on exercises and operations but in recreation, the provision of extra camp amenities such as electric light and the servicing of radio sets.

              
The equipment available in the early days, and during the training periods in New Zealand and New Caledonia, was of ancient vintage and did not permit the section to display its true worth, although there were rare occasions when the exchange would answer on the first ringing. New wireless sets and other equipment were issued in Guadalcanal and tests there were most heartening.

              
For the Treasury operation the section was divided, providing a forward report centre on Mono, the situation of which has been referred to elsewhere, while the main part of the section landed on Stirling with brigade headquarters, settling in near the shore at Purple 3 beach. For the linesmen in the section under Sergeant Godbold, the succeeding months were nothing short of hectic, enemy bombers, allied bulldozers and, in the camp area, the merry men of the defence platoon, seeming to conspire to break and entangle every telephone line erected through the jungle. Gradually, however, as location of roads and runways became fixed and enemy bombing ceased, Captain Garters, who was signals officer for the island, put in hand the erection of a pole line with nearly 50 trunk lines, and a specially prepared underwater cable was laid between Stirling Island and Falamai. This work completed, members of the section were able to give a little time to the building of canoes and rafts for the better enjoyment of off duty hours. On returning to New Caledonia the section rejoined the remainder of Divisional Signals and a long and happy association was ended.

              

Ordnance.—In Fiji the ordnance detachment consisted of only Second-Lieutenant (later Major) E. J. R. Signal as ordnance mechanical engineer, but when the brigade arrived in New Caledonia further ordnance personnel were attached to the headquarters. Warrant-Officer 1st Class A. K. Bristow arrived as ordnance warrant-officer and he was followed shortly after by 

Captain A. E. Tilly (who replaced Second-Lieutenant Signal as ordnance mechanical engineer), his clerk and two armourer sergeants. All these personnel remained with the headquarters through the busy periods in New Caledonia and Guadalcanal when the brigade was being equipped for the Treasury action. During those periods headquarters was able to take advantage of their services in assisting with the administration of the domestic side, such duties as official photographer and regimental and mess fund secretaryships falling to their lot.

              
The nature of the action at Treasury was such that very few vehicles could be taken forward and as a result it was possible to appoint the ordnance mechanical engineer to duties such as unloading officer and beach commander, Captain Tilly being used in this capacity on numerous occasions prior to his return to New Zealand in December 1943. As the brigade group became remote from the advanced ordnance depot at Guadalcanal a reserve of clothing and other stores was taken forward in the later echelons and two storemen were attached to headquarters to assist Sergeant-Major Bristow in the distribution of these stores. A tarpaulin-covered store was erected on Stirling Island and, as far as possible, units' indents were met from holdings there. This store and staff had a narrow escape when a Jap bomb burst close by, peppering the area with shrapnel. Corporal Fitzgerald, the only casualty on headquarters as a result of enemy action, received a minor wound and was later evacuated. On the departure of Captain Tilley, Captain R. St. J. Keenan joined headquarters, and when Sergeant-Major Bristow returned to Headquarters Divisional Ordnance his place was taken by Warrant-Officer 1 st Class E. C. Rollo. Both these replacements remained until the headquarters dissolved.

              

The Provost Section,—There was only one occasion on which the Third Division as a whole was engaged in an exercise. For this, 'The Battle of the Kaimai Ranges,' a provost section was attached to 8th Brigade Headquarters, remaining until the curtain rolled down in July 1944. Although like most other units the section was under strength, it was given on this occasion and subsequently in New Caledonia traffic control tasks which required each man to prove his skill and endurance to the utmost. When the brigade was in the Népoui Valley the strength of the section was increased and, tinder Sergeant D. W. Beyer, the 

detachment was called on to patrol the main road from Poya to Koné, which included the Plaine des Gaiacs stretch—the dustiest and most unpleasant on the island. Refuse dumps, important intersections, and the Népoui wharf absorbed men for point duty and there were few idle hours. This period was but an introduction to more onerous duties in the Bouloupari area where road patrols were in three directions from the headquarters. One of these was the control of the one-way road to Thio, on which a control gate was established. Point duty during convoy movements, at sports gatherings and on brigade exercises, and a special picket in La Foa where disturbances had been reported were among the other duties which fell to this section's lot. Despite the thousands of miles on complaining motor cycles on roads which alternated blinding dust and greasy mud the section suffered no serious accidents and it was with regret that it was learned that no transport would be taken to the forward area, as the men had become expert riders.

              
The section contributed to the achievements of headquarters in the field of sport, Privates 'Bill' More and 'Ossie' Osborne being prominent. The honours won by Con Crowley are a source of pride to this section as well as to the defence platoon, for he was a member of the provost for some considerable time. Lack of mobility was balanced by lack of roads in the forward area, but the section found employment in picketing of water points and road junctions, checking of the observance of all important malarial control measures, the control of beaches and theatre areas and the escorting and care of prisoners. Beach and unloading area control, from the time of the first landing when members of the section were among the first ashore (claiming a brace of Japs who dared remain near the beach) to the days when liberty ships drew alongside, the pontoon dock, was the main job at Treasury. A careful check was made of all trucks engaged in the unloading ensuring a continual supply of trucks at the ships' side, and the correct delivery of the various types of cargo. The section was later provided with a jeep and with additional US personnel attached, Sergeant Beyer became responsible for traffic control by day and night, and was frequently called on to search for stolen vehicles. It is understood that when the section left New Caledonia it was in some doubt as to its future employment, but there can be no question that its time 

was not only fully taken up, but employed in an exacting and interesting manner.

              

ASC.—When headquarters was formed in Fiji the supply officer was Second-Lieutenant (later Major) A. Lamont, and he continued in that capacity until appointed to command an ASC company in July 1943. During this period the ASC section became as noted for the quantity of its personal impedimenta as for its ability to produce the odd tin of strawberry jam at the right moment, and a ready answer to the complaint or criticism of the husky infanteer. The following entry in the war diary of 19 December 1942 is quoted as a record of the section's achievement in another direction:—'Brigade Headquarters Derby, Captain A. Lamont v. Lieutenant S. H. Naismith, resulted in a spirited tussle and saw Captain Lamont breast the tape one yard ahead of Lieutenant Naismith. The victory was duly celebrated at midday mess when Captain Lamont, on the command of the brigadier, was decorated with the Order of the Red Poppy, First Class.' Captain T. R. Edgerly, who succeeded Major Lamont, joined headquarters just prior to departure from New Caledonia and carried on until the headquarters dissolved.

              
At Treasury, the section became responsible for the distribution of rations to all personnel on the island, there being altogether about 40 'breaks.' Special problems were encountered with the distribution of icecream (which is a normal US issue in the tropics) and an endeavour was made to make it available to as many New Zealand units as possible. The US units which had the facilities for making icecream cooperated well and made their machinery available for the units not so fortunately placed. Fresh food, brought occasionally by small refrigeration ships called YPs (familiarly 'Yippees'), had to be distributed quickly and certain personnel, notably the aircrews, were provided with special extras. These matters, together with the paper work involved in lease lend transactions, kept the ASC section fully occupied until the return to New Caledonia where, in common with the rest of headquarters, it enjoyed many leisure hours.

              

AEWS.—Lieutenant J. L. Hewland, brigade education officer, joined headquarters in May 1943 and assumed the duties of organising study, sport and entertainment in the whole of the Bouloupari area. As the advantages offered by the Army 
Educa-

tional Welfare Service study courses became more widely known the number of men availing themselves of them increased.

              
Rugby, soccer and hockey competitions were carried on during the stay at Bouloupari and a number of boxing and wrestling tournaments were held, at one of which the New Zealand heavyweight, Tom Heeney, acted as referee. Here, too, the AEWS officer was able to arrange an excellent film service, and the theatre at the brigade headquarters camp at Bouloupari was often crowded to capacity.

              
Until it became possible for lectures and study courses to be arranged at Treasury, the AEWS officer was used for liaison and patrol duties, but as soon as conditions permitted the section became responsible for the distribution of films and magazines made available by the US Special Service Department. There were in all 16 theatres on the island, some of which had permanently installed machines, the remainder being serviced by a mobile unit. Although frequently interrupted by air raids, during which the crowd would disperse until the all clear, films were our main source of entertainment.

              
Study courses, study and discussion groups and clubs (such as the Young Farmers' Club) continued as before, the number of personnel taking study courses at one time being one-third of the brigade group. The troops became so film conscious that on the return to New Caledonia three picture theatres sprang up in quick time and extra films were made available. The time devoted to sport, the interest in visiting lecturers and artists, the continuance of the study courses and the institution of a hobby hut made it necessary for additional staff to be provided; and the work of the section was in full swing until the greater portion of the brigade returned to New Zealand.

              

Postal.—It was not until the brigade reached Bouloupari that a postal section under Corporal Murphy (later Sergeant Murphy, BEM) was attached to headquarters to handle the mail of all units in that area, a mail which, with the regular arrival of parcels, assumed huge proportions. The post office was located in a small 
bure on the road into brigade headquarters and each unit delivered and collected mail daily. The desirability for prompt service is recognised by none better than the postal unit itself and it is true to say that the postal section attached to brigade headquarters lived up to this realisation at all times. 

Even while at Efate in the New Hebrides a mail was sent ashore for transmission by the US organisation. May the appreciation of all ranks of the postal service be here recorded.

              
Mails arrived regularly at Treasury and, with few exceptions, in good condition. Indeed the further units were from New Zealand the better the service seemed to become. During the stay at Treasury the postal section had several moves, on one occasion the result of damage caused by shrapnel, finally setting up in brigade headquarters area. Wednesday and Sunday were regular mail days, and the letters arrived almost to the minute. As distributors of pleasure and happiness, the members of the section shared the joy of those whose mail was good, meeting the disappointed with a cheery 'Better luck next time.'

              

Graves Registration Unit.—As the brigade was to become, as it were, independent of the remainder of the division, it was necessary to ensure that personnel of this unit were in the first echelon. Accordingly a small section under Sergeant A. G. Hill was attached at Guadalcanal and remained until departure from Treasury. This section carried out the task of laying out and caring for the cemetery at Falamai, which contained in all some 40 New Zealand and 20 American graves. Arrangements were made for a pen drawing of the cemetery to be photographed and prints were made available to units desiring to send copies to the next of kin of the fallen.

              
It was probably by some strange accident that this unit also became responsible for maintenance of supplies of stationery. As with some of the other services at Treasury this became an 'island' responsibility and extensive supplies of American as well as New Zealand stationery were stocked. Whether for this reason, or because of the excellent selection of 'pin ups' displayed in the store, there seemed always to be a queue of 'customers' awaiting attention.

              

The Lighter Side.—Most of the things that a soldier remembers and is pleased to talk about have their beginnings in a football match, a race meeting, a concert, or some other episode or function wherein the ordinary round has for a brief period been forgotten. The work of the Tui concert party under Corporal David Reid, the organised sport under various committees, the activities of the recreation hut in which Padre J. C. Pierce took 

such a keen interest and other similar diversions therefore proved of immense value.

              
The Tui concert party was first formed in Fiji, and Corporal Reid was brought to headquarters as organiser and producer. By writing many of his own sketches and rhymes and borrowing artists from various units Corporal Reid was able to produce several good shows in Fiji and again at Cambridge when the division was back in New Zealand. While in New Caledonia the party was augmented and arrangements were made for it to tour all units in the Bouloupari area. With the show which had been so successful during this tour, visits were made to the large open air theatre at Tontouta when some 3,000 American troops gave the party a tremendous reception. A visit was also paid to the 4th General Hospital and in addition to an evening performance items were given in the wards.

              
The party gave its fiftieth performance at Guadalcanal in what was called The Regent theatre. This was a natural amphitheatre and a huge crowd kept the players going to the exhaustion of themselves and their repertoires. All the familiar songs with words written by or specially for the party were revived. At Treasury, partly because films were so plentiful, there was not the call nor the facilities for the live shows. However, a programme was arranged for Christmas Eve, including items by US servicemen, and later a concert was arranged in conjunction with the band of the 198th AAA and CA Regiment. This was given in various parts of the island, on several occasions going on through teeming tropical rains, with men and vehicles squelching through the surrounding mud to reach the 'stalls.' Lighting was sometimes crude and always difficult, stages were small, but somehow the party always managed.

              
In the field of sport headquarters has an interesting if not spectacular history. Rugby, which is so near the New Zealander's heart, began in Fiji, where the headquarters had a team in the Suva competitions. Though not reaching championship class the team had many good games, notably one against the team of the 1st Fijian Battalion, the hard, rugged natives proving too good for our lighter side. In the next season, at Bouloupari, we were able to enter senior and junior teams in the competitions. The former, captained by Sergeant M. B. Boyce, though again among the 'also rans,' had some good games, in one of which it scored 
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over 50 points. The B team, under Corporal D. E. Sklenars, finished fourth in the competition. The match to be remembered, however, was the North Island v South Island game which had been arranged to settle for all time the North v. South rivalry wnich permeate'd the whole camp. Though it did not achieve this purpose it was indeed a good game of football, one result being that the southerners were required to transfer across the Straits a considerable amount of the ready capital they had so recklessly invested. The score was 6-3. Those who were interested in soccer were not forgotten and brigade headquarters had a team in the area competitions.

              
Cricket was indulged in during only three short periods—in Cambridge, where a number of friendly games and enjoyable teas were provided by St. Peter's School, in Treasury and again in New Caledonia. There were only two games at Treasury, one between brigade headquarters officers and the officers of the 4th Motor Transport Company, and the other between the officers and other ranks of the headquarters. Matting over coral and a rough coral outfield are not conducive to high class cricket. The first game was won by brigade headquarters officers, but in the second game they spent most of the afternoon searching for the ball in the surrounding jungle. Back in New Caledonia headquarters combined with the machine gun company to provide the fourth team in the competition. It remained fourth throughout. Boxing enthusiasts were proud of Private C. J. Crowley, of the defence platoon, who won the heavy-weight championship for the Bouloupari area. He was owned, trained and backed by headquarters, as was Private C J. Penny, our wrestling representative at home and in tournaments abroad.

              
One of the most interesting and enjoyable evenings at Bouloupari was that on which the race meeting was held. A floodlit course, colourfully attired jockeys, the inimitable 'Pancho' as clerk of the course and Private F. E. Scanlan, the impersonator of the Tui concert party, to give a running commentary, spelt good entertainment. Another meeting was held on the shores of Blanche Harbour, on this occasion money being extracted from the spectators by means of fines for various breaches of the club's rules as well as by the usual method. At this meeting the brigadier's horse—Job-at-last, by Patience out of Reshuffle— was a popular starter.

              


              
We became very tenakoit conscious at. Treasury and both officers and men found that the game provided a welcome diversion at the end of each day. While the outdoor games flourished and held our attention there were indoor diversions as well to help pass the hours between sundown and lights out. The 'Rec' hut was always popular with its table tennis, chess, draughts and the ever-present 'tea-a-penny and the biscuits in.' In the background (generally) were such places as 'Dan's Den (for Players and Stayers) ', but even if it were known for what purpose these dives were created, it is doubtful whether such information could be disclosed. One has a suspicion that the 'sheriff' was off duty during business hours. All these institutions contributed much to the personality and well-being of the headquarters.
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III


Decorations and Awards

              
For services in the Pacific while serving with 8th Brigade Headquarters British and American decorations and awards were made to personnel as follows:—

              

Bar to DSO.—Brigadier R. A. Row.

              
The citation reads:—For gallant and distinguished service in the field. Brigadier Row was in charge of the operations which resulted in the capture of the Treasury Islands. These operations extended over the period from 26 October to 20 November 1943, by which latter date practically every Jap on the island had been killed. The landing force comprised numerous technical troops in addition to the normal brigade group and the smooth landing of successive transport echelons and the general development of the whole operation was eloquent proof of the thorough and careful way in which Brigadier Row had conceived and planned the expedition. In the operations ashore he displayed similar skill and aggressive and courageous leadership. His personal appearance at each threatened point of his defences did much to inspire his officers and men with confidence in the general direction of the operation and contributed in large measure to their success.

              


              

Distinguished Conduct Medal.—Sergeant W. A. Cowan.

              
For distinguished conduct prior to and during operations. Sergeant Cowan was selected to command two patrols to Treasury Islands before the landing of the 8th Brigade Group. The first was sent in to obtain information as to the strength of the enemy and his dispositions. The object of the second patrol was to cut the main telephone line between the enemy observation post on Laifa Point and the Japanese HQ, and to pass information as to enemy movements after the landing had been effected. The first patrol was carried through most successfully under difficult conditions, and resulted in much valuable information being obtained. The second patrol successfully cut the telephone line at 0400 hours on 27 October and thus delayed information of the approach of the assaulting troops reaching the enemy. During the next five days the patrol was continuously active behind the enemy lines and much information was obtained. Throughout Sergeant Cowan showed resource and determination of a high order and his personal example of coolness in face of considerable danger was largely responsible for the successful achievement of the missions.

              

	MBE.—Captain N. L. Fitzpatrick.

	BEM.—Sergeant A. E. Chamberlain.

	
                  
Mentioned in Despatches—
                


              
Captain L. B. Collins, Captain N. L. Fitzpatrick, Sergeant W. Bass.

              
Recognition of services to the US was made by the following awards:—

              

	US 
Legion of Merit—

	
Degree of Commander.—Brigadier R. A. Row.

	
Degree of Officer.—Brigadier L. G. Goss.

	
Legionnaire.—Captain B. M. Silk.


              
In addition to the above, two officers received awards while serving with other units. They were Major C. W. H. Tripp, the original staff captain on headquarters, who was awarded the DSO and US Silver Star for services while commanding the First Commando Company of Fiji Guerillas in New Georgia, and Captain K. E. Louden, originally and latterly the brigade intelligence officer, who was awarded the MC while serving at Treasury as a company commander in the 36th Battalion.
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Nominal Roll 8
th Brigade Headquarters And Defence Platoon

              
The following roll has been prepared from records available, and may not be complete, particularly as to personnel who were on headquarters in Fiji only. A number of officers held more than one appointment at various times and they are shown in the senior appointment held with the headquarters. Other ranks are shown in order of rank. All officers, including attached, have been included, but it has not been possible to give the names of other attached personnel.

              

Brigade Commanders


	Brigadier Goss, L. G., US Legion of Merit 

	Brigadier Goss Hunt, F. L., OBE

	Brigadier Goss Row, R. A., DSO and Bar, US Legion of Merit


			 

Brigade Majors


	Major Biss, G. H

	Major Bracewell, J. G. S.

	Major Cameron, W. B.

	Major Eyre R. J.

	Major Macarthur., I. H.

	Major Reidy, J. M.

	Captain (T/Major) Louden, K. E., MC


			

Staff Captains


	Captain Fitzpatrick, N. L

	Captain Naismith, S. H

	Lieutenant Tnpp, C. W. H.


			

                  
Intelligence Officers
                


	Captain Berry, J. L.

	Captain West, H. G.


			

                  
Transport Officers
                


	Captain Davey, O. G.

	Lieutenant Siddall, A.


			

Liaison Officers


	Captain Alison, A.

	Captain McGee, R. H.

	Lieutenant Henderson, H. A.

	Lieutenant Leuchars, W. D.

	LieutenantProcter, E.

	Lieutenant Rogers A. S

	Lieutenant Smith, G. F.

	Lieutenant Soanes, R. B.

	Second-Lieutenant Burton, E. D.


			

Reconnaissance Platoon Officer


	Second-Lieutenant Hodgson, G. P.


			

Camp Commandants And OC Defence Platoon


	Captain Whatman, M.P.

	Lieutenant Fitness, D. T.

	Lieutenant Kerr, H. A.

	Lieutenant Laing, W.


			

Signals Officer


	Captain Graters, R. A.

	Captain Parkhouse, G. M.

	Captain Wilson, K. H.

	Lieutenant O'Hara, G.

	Lieutenant Gowlana, P. L.

	Second-Lieutenant Korte, F. A


            

Supply Officers


	Captain Edgerley, T. R.

	Captain Lamont, A.


			
Ordnance Mechanical Engineers


	Captain Keenan, R. St. J.

	Captain Tilly, A. E.

	Lieutenant Signal, E. J. R.


			
Chaplains


	Reverend Teffreys, H. H.

	Reverend Osborne-Brown, W. St. A.

	Reverend Pierce, J. C.


			

Army Educational Welfareservice


	Lieutenant Hewland, J. L.


              
The following officers and other ranks were attached to headquarters for special duties during the Treasury operation;—

              

                

                  

                    
	Captain Collins, L. B.
                    
	Sergeant Coates, J.
                  

                  

                    
	Captain Lawrence, R. S.
                    
	Sergeant Cowan, W. A., DCM
                  

                  

                    
	Captain Silk B. M.
                    
	Sergeant Grace, G. J. A.
                  

                  

                    
	Lieutenant Hayter, D. G.
                    
	Sergeant Lee, A. B.
                  

                  

                    
	WOII Tremain, A. C.
                    
	Sergeant Orwin, F. R.
                  

                  

                    
	Staff-Sergeant Brown, R. W.
                    
	Sergeant Smith, P. W. P.
                  

                  

                    
	Staff-Sergeant Hay, E. W.
                    
	Sergeant Sturmer, D. V.
                  

                  

                    
	Staff-Sergeant Munro, C. R.
                    
	Sergeant Taylor, S. N.
                  

                  

                    
	Sergeant Bass, W. R.
                    
	Corporal Bradley, K.
                  

                  

                    
	Sergeant Boyce, M. B.
                    
	Corporal Drage, A. J.
                  

                  

                    
	Sergeant Chamberlain, E. A., BEM
                    
	Corporal Dunnet, K. J.


                  

                  

                    
	Corporal Finer, K. F
                    
	Private Hovell, C. S. N.
                  

                  

                    
	Corporal Hamilton, E. A.
                    
	Private Hurcomb, A. E.
                  

                  

                    
	Corporal Harris, L. N. E.
                    
	Private Johnson, S. R.
                  

                  

                    
	Corporal Lane, C. T.
                    
	Private Keats, T. H.
                  

                  

                    
	Corporal Macaulay, J. A. N.
                    
	Private Keen, H. J.
                  

                  

                    
	Corporal McLeod, M. N.
                    
	Private Kidd, E. S.
                  

                  

                    
	Corporal Ramsay, B. J.
                    
	Private Lamb, R. C.
                  

                  

                    
	Corporal Reid, D. W.
                    
	Private Landrigan, P. J.
                  

                  

                    
	Corporal Ruddell, S. L.
                    
	Private Leigh, D. H.
                  

                  

                    
	Corporal Sheeny, M. M.
                    
	Private Long, G. S.
                  

                  

                    
	Corporal Sklenars, D. E.
                    
	Private McBurnie, A. J.
                  

                  

                    
	Corporal Smith, W. J.
                    
	Private McCausland, H. R.
                  

                  

                    
	Corporal Stephen, R. R.
                    
	Private McFall, R. P.
                  

                  

                    
	Corporal Wyse, D. E.
                    
	Private McGarvie, D. J.
                  

                  

                    
	Lance-Corporal Cook, W. J.
                    
	Private McHutchon, A.
                  

                  

                    
	Lance-Corporal Gilkison, N. F.
                    
	Private McMillan, A. J.
                  

                  

                    
	Lance-Corporal Lay, J- D.
                    
	Private McNeill, W. H.
                  

                  

                    
	Lance-Corporal McKenzie, B. C.
                    
	Private Mischewski, G. P.
                  

                  

                    
	Lance-Corporal Miller, R. W.
                    
	Private Moncrieff, J. W.
                  

                  

                    
	Lance-Corporal Rendle, A. E.
                    
	Private Neame, S. H. J.
                  

                  

                    
	Lance-Corporal Rendle, W. H.
                    
	Private Niven, M. A.
                  

                  

                    
	Lance-Corporal Valller, C. J.
                    
	Private O'Brien, M. R.
                  

                  

                    
	Lance-Corporal White, T. H.
                    
	Private O'Keefe, L. W.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Allan, J. L.
                    
	Private O'Reilly, M. T.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Anderson, D. M.
                    
	Private Packer, H. R.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Asher, W. M.
                    
	Private Parkes, A. W.
                  

                  

                    
	Private August, L. P.
                    
	Private Parsons, N. H.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Bennett, N.
                    
	Private Peachey, F. K.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Black, J.
                    
	Private Penny, C.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Black, J. W.
                    
	Private Penny, R. V. J.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Blackhall, A.
                    
	Private Plant, S.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Bogust, A.
                    
	Private Pole, b. J. M.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Bootten, M.
                    
	Private Rash, D. W.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Bremner, F. J.
                    
	Private Ray, W. G.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Brown, F. H.
                    
	Private Read, J. A.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Burn, J. C.
                    
	Private Reed, A. B.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Burnett, L. B.
                    
	Private Roberts, J.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Burns, A.
                    
	Private Robertson, K.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Burr, K.
                    
	Private Robinson, H. G.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Carrol, S. J.
                    
	Private Roderique, R. E.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Cavanagh, M. E.
                    
	Private Rusden, C. M.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Connolly, J. F. J.
                    
	Private Ryder, J.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Critchfield, H. C. C.
                    
	Private Sadler, R T.
                  

                  

				    
	Private Crockett, F. M.
                    
	Private Sanders, J. I
                  

                  

                    
	Private Crowley, C. J.
                    
	Private Seanlon, F. E.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Curne, J.
                    
	Private Scott, W. E.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Dick, R. A.
                    
	Private Seville, W.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Dix, C. E.
                    
	Private Sharp, F. J.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Dixon, C. A.
                    
	Private Sharpe, R. J.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Doherty, W. J.
                    
	Private Shaw, W. R.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Donovan, M. H.
                    
	Private Silson, T. F
                  

                  

                    
	Private Ewan, W. T. S.
                    
	Private Skipworth, F. H. V.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Fehsenfeld, A. E.
                    
	Private Smith, E. A. A.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Fletcher, W. D.
                    
	Private Soanes, H. C.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Fromherz, M. A. G.
                    
	Private Stewart, R. I.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Gaylard, H. S.
                    
	Private Stilt, M.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Gibson, L. A
                    
	Private Sylvester, H. B.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Gordon, O. H.
                    
	Private Tacon, W. R.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Graham, D. P. m
                    
	Private Taylor, A. G.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Hancock, J. I.
                    
	Private Taylor, L.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Hawthorn, R. A.
                    
	Private Tetley J C.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Heaney, P. A.
                    
	Private Tucker, C. D.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Heaney, W. G.
                    
	Private Tunnicliffe, H. B.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Henderson, R. W.
                    
	Private Turner, G. W. G.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Hottgkinson, D.
                    
	Private Veitch, D. W. H.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Hornsey, M. W.
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Chapter Three

 14th 
Brigade Headquarters

              
The 14th Brigade Headquarters was formed towards the end of December 1941 at Trentham Military Camp. Because of the urgency of the Japanese threat to the South Pacific and the pressing needs of the defence system of Fiji, preparations at Trentham were short and brisk, and a few days after formation headquarters embarked on the 
Rangatira at Auckland and proceeded to Lautoka on the west coast of the main island of Fiji, On arrival on 6 January personnel disembarked and proceeded to Namaka, where they set up camp.

              
The original brigade staff was as follows (officers' ranks are shown as they were at that time):—



	Brigade commander
	Brigadier L. Potter, DSO, NZSC


	Brigade major
	Major J. M. Reidy.


	Staff captain
	Captain P. L. Bennett, DSO, MC.


	Intelligence officer
	Second-Lieutenant P. Parata.


	Transport officer
	Second-Lieutenant G. F. McEvedy, MC.


	Signals officer
	Second-Lieutenant C. G. Murray.


	Supply officer
	Second-Lieutenant D. J. S. Moginie.


	Ordnance officer
	Second-Lieutenant T. H. Beauchamp.




              
Brigadier Potter was appointed commander of the western area of Fiji and the task of the 14th Brigade Group was the defence of this area, in which the principal object of military importance was the Nandi aerodrome. As brigade headquarters was the administrative headquarters of all the New Zealand units and the Fiji Defence Force in the area, its function was considerably wider in scope than that of an ordinary infantry brigade headquaters and the staff and personnel were kept very busy. Captain Hill of the Fijian Defence Force was seconded to brigade headquarters as liaison officer between his own force and the brigade, and the relation between the two headquarters 

was a happy one. In the first few months of 1942 a Japanese attack on Fiji appeared imminent and there were many' stand-to's.' Every effort was made, under difficult conditions of supply, to complete the defences of the great aerodrome at Nandi in time to ward off the expected Japanese assault. The threat to Fiji, however, was removed by the defeats inflicted on the Japanese by the American Navy at the battle of the Coral Sea and at Midway Island, and the defences of Nandi were never actually tested in battle.

              
Apart from the personnel of brigade headquarters proper, the headquarters in the western area included K section signals. The section remained with brigade headquarters throughout the whole period of the brigade's existence. It would be fitting to place on record here an appreciation of both the splendid work of the section and the sterling qualities of its members. Throughout its long life K section performed prodigies of labour, but everything was done so quietly and efficiently that the section's splendid performances were often unheralded and unsung, though they were never unappreciated. Surmounting the heart-breaking difficulties occasioned by equipment unsuited to tropical climates, and carrying out long hours of duty in hot and oppressive 'dungeons' underground, the section performed its tedious and ungrateful tasks with pleasantness and success, and unfailingly preserved its competence and composure. The men themselves were extremely well liked and it would be true to say that they were not so much attached to brigade headquarters as part of it.

              
Brigade headquarters remained at Namaka for some two months until it moved at the end of February to a camp at Votua Levu, a distance of three miles away. Apart from this headquarters at Votua Levu, an elaborate battle headquarters and communications centre was established underground at Black Rock. This site was hewn out of the living rock and it was designed for use as an operational headquarters in the event of a Japanese attack.

              
The first few weeks spent at Namaka Camp were personnel's first experience of tropical conditions and it could not be said that they were pleasant ones. As it was midsummer the heat was most oppressive. In addition, for the first ten days, no mosquito nets were available, and the fantastically prolific mosquitoes of the western area made the most of unrivalled opportunity of 

sampling good New Zealand blood. With the onset of twilight they came in their millions and sleep was made impossible by their unceasing buzzing and agonising stings. Desperate measures were taken to combat the myriads of these 'dive bombers.' Some personnel spent most of the night under showers, while others wore their respirators anti-gas. A certain wellknown member of the headquarters spent the whole of one night in the middle of the football field on the principle that the mosquitoes would not pursue him to the wide open spaces. It is regretted that the force of this attractive logic carried no weight with the insects themselves! However, after the mosquito nets had been procured and personnel had settled down, the sojourn in Fiji was not without its lighter moments. One of the more colourful incidents of those days was the trip to the races at Mba which was enjoyed by all, despite the moans of a wellknown punter from brigade headquarters who lamented the smallness of the dividends compared with the 'hatfuls' of Ellerslie and Epsom!

              
Brigade headquarters also formed cricket and football teams which played a number of matches with enthusiasm, though in the interests of historical accuracy it must be stated that these teams never won a game. However, the football team looked very effective in light blue jerseys and white shorts though the radiance of these colours was somewhat dimmed after about two minutes' play in Namaka mud. On one occasion the cricket team played Commissioner Snow's team of Fijians. The bowling of these stalwart and engaging natives was so fearsome a variety that by comparison the bodyline deliveries of Larwood faded into comparative insignificance. The Fijians won.

              
It was in Fiji that brigade headquarter's hat patch was chosen. This consisted of a red circle on a blue square as background. According to subsequent reports this was the insignia of Imperial Japanese Headquarters, and whether its choice for 14th Brigade Headquarters was the result of official inadvertance, or alternatively was intended to be an act of the most gallant defiance was never definitely decided!

              
While in Fiji a number of staff changes took place. During the stay at Namaka Major Reidy transferred to the 37th Battalion as second-in-command of the unit, and 
Major S. A. McNamara, DCM, took over as brigade major. At Votua Levu the brigade transport officer, Second-Lieutenant McEvedy, 
trans-

ferred to the 30th Battalion at Momi and was succeeded by Lieutenant A. Stark. Another staff change at Votua Levu was the appointment of Lieutenant W. E. Crawford as brigade intelligence officer in succession to Second-Lieutenant Parata. Lieutenant Crawford later transferred to the Fijian Commando Force and was succeeded for a short period by Lieutenant R. E. Johnston, NZSC. On the latter's departure for the Middle East while the brigade was in New Zealand Second-Lieutenant (later Captain) G. C. C. Sandston, from the 35th Battalion, was appointed brigade intelligence officer. Other staff changes in Fiji were the appointment of Captain N. W. Steele as medium machine gun officer vice Lieutenant J. S. Albon, and in May the appointment of Lieutenant A. G. Lowry to the same post vice Captain Steele. Second-Lieutenant K. G. Wyness succeeded Second-Lieutenant Moginie as supply officer in May. During the period at Votua Levu Major W. A. Bryden was appointed staff officer, artillery, and was seconded to brigade headquarters.

              
In June 1942 American forces under command of Lieutenant-General Kreuger began to arrive at Lautoka to take over the defences of the western area. A detachment of officers and other ranks from this force came to live at brigade headquarters and Jearnt the layout of the defence and administrative system. On 2 July 1942 brigade headquarters left Votua Levu by motor transport for Suva and on arrival there embarked on the 
President Coolidge. After a pleasant trip to New Zealand in the former luxury liner, personnel disembarked at Auckland and proceeded to camp at Papakura. After arrival at camp they went on 14 days' disembarkation leave. Upon return from leave the staff and office personnel were engaged in the administration of the brigade, which settled down in camps in the area adjoining the Papakura district, while the remainder of the brigade headquarters personnel engaged in camp duties at Papakura.

              
In September the establishment of brigade headquarters was altered. The post of brigade MMG officer was abolished and liaison officers, seconded to headquarters from the three battalions, were introduced. Lieutenant H. N. Robieson came to brigade headquarters from the 30th Battalion, Lieutenant J. R. Crawford from the 35th Battalion, and Lieutenant F. A. Gunn from the 37th Battalion. Some months later, at Te Aroha, Lieutenant D. S. George succeeded Lieutenant Crawford as liaison 

officer for the 35th Battalion. At Papakura the brigade defence platoon was formed under Lieutenant (later Major) N. E. G. Felton. The primary role of this platoon was the defence of brigade headquarters in operations and it remained an integral part of the headquarters until the brigade was disbanded some two years later.

              
Early in October the brigade moved camp to the Te Aroha-Matamata district and brigade headquarters was encamped in the Te Aroha showgrounds. The period spent at this camp was a very pleasant one and personnel much enjoyed the hospitality of the town of Te Aroha. A few weeks after arrival the Kaimai exercise was held in the Kaimai Ranges. This exercise was designed to give experience in jungle warfare and proved very realistic, as the bush was extremely thick and difficult and it rained most of the time. Other valuable training during the Te Aroha period was a brigade exercise at Mangaiti, a night manoeuvre at Te Poi, and a message battle near Morrinsville. There were several changes of staff during the period in New Zealand. The brigade major, Major McNamara, was promoted to lieutenant-colonel and appointed commanding officer of the 30th Battalion. He was succeeded for a short period by 
Major C. W. H. Ronaldson and then by Major G. W. Waddell, who acted as brigade major throughout the stay in New Caledonia and for the Vella operation. In New Zealand the original staff captain (later Lieutenant-Colonel) P. L. Bennett, DSO, MC, transferred to divisional headquarters as DAQMG and was succeeded by the assistant staff captain, Captain A. E. Muir. At Papakura Camp Second-Lieutenant (later Captain) K. D. Page took over the brigade transport office and remained in this post until the brigade was disbanded. Also while at Papakura Lieutenant T. R. Murphy, second-in-command of K section signals, left brigade headquarters; while at Te Aroha the brigade signals officer, Captain C. G. Murray, relinquished command of K section to Lieutenant E. G. Harris. In October Captain G. E. Kayll came to brigade headquarters as brigade supply officer.

              
At the end of 1942 the Third Division proceeded overseas again to New Caledonia. Brigade headquarters embarked on the 
West Point at Auckland immediately after Christmas and arrived in Nouméa harbour just before New Year. Here personnel transferred to a Dutch ship, the 
Weltevreden, and proceeded up 

the coast of New Caledonia to Nepoui where they disembarked and spent the night. On the following day the long dusty trip to Taom was made by motor transport, and upon arrival brigade headquarters was introduced to a camp along the banks of the Taom River which was to be its home for seven months. The area was particularly pleasant, with plenty of trees and many good bathing pools in the river. In addition the area was comparatively free from mosquitoes and to those who had suffered and scratched in Fiji this was the greatest boon of all. At Taom the personnel of brigade headquarters were introduced for the first time to the American B ration. The quality of these rations, in particular the tinned fruit, vegetables and jams, was very good, but the actual bulk was much less than the troops had been accustomed to in New Zealand. The result was that capacious New Zealand stomachs reacted violently against the apparently frugal diet, and some personnel harboured dark suspicions that they were being systematically starved. Not all the soothing assurances in the world from the medical officers that the ration was actually higher in calorific value than the previous ration type could compensate husky New Zealanders for, their daily 'binder' of mountains of meat, vegetables and steamed pudding. Censoring officers had a harrowing time wading through fiery denunciations of the food situation from pens steeped in venom and urged on by the pangs of hunger. However, with the plentiful and speedy addition to the larder of flour and that 'nutritious component of the daily ration,' cheese, personnel were saved from emaciation!

              
Brigade headquarters was originally situated on the pleasantly wooded flats by the river, but when the rains came in February the river developed into a roaring torrent and one dark and stormy night it began to lip the river bank so menacingly that headquarters moved hurriedly, and with more haste than dignity, to higher ground. Here, with a beautiful view of the surrounding mountains and valleys, 14th Brigade Headquarters stayed for the remainder of the time at Taom.

              
During the period spent at Taom the defence platoon was detached for defence duties at Gomen, and while there had the opportunity of carrying out extensive training in jungle warfare under Lieutenant E. G. Taylor (who had succeeded Captain Felton), and this training stood the platoon in good stead later 

on in the Solomons. The period spent at Taom was a particularly busy one, both from an administrative and a training point of view, and the headquarters staff worked very long hours. Brigade headquarters was the military administrative headquarters for the whole of New Caledonia north of Poya and apart from anything else, this included the administration of two large concentrations of military units, one at Taom and the other at Nepoui. In addition, a number of brigade exercises and moves were carried out, and much was done in the way of large scale entertainments for the troops such as race meetings, boxing matches, sports meetings and swimming sports. All these functions were run from brigade headquarters, so that the life of the staff was a very busy and interesting one. The seven months spent in New Caledonia at this time was a valuable preparatory period before going into action in the Solomons. Not only was much unit training in jungle warfare carried out, but all the numerous brigade exercises and social functions served the invaluable purpose of welding together the brigade and divisional units, and enabling officers and men to meet each other and become thoroughly acquainted.

              
Several changes of staff took place at Taom. In April Captain G. C. C. Sandston succeeded Captain Muir as staff captain and remained in this position until the brigade was disbanded. Lieutenant (later Captain) W. G. Caughey succeeded Captain Sandston as intelligence officer and remained in this post until the close of the life of the brigade. Captain L. E. Adams replaced Lieutenant Robieson as liaison officer for the 30th Battalion and, upon Captain Adams's subsequent appointment as liaison officer for 14th Brigade at divisional headquarters, he was succeeded by Captain (later Major) G. H. Biss. Upon Captain Biss's return to New Zealand on a staff course Captain (later Major) D. M. Young was appointed to the post. At the same period Lieutenant D. G. Graham was appointed liaison officer for the 35th Battalion and Lieutenant (later Captain) R. A. Stokes liaison officer for the 37th Battalion. In June Lieutenant R. H. C. Crawley was appointed second-in-command of K section signals and remained in this post throughout the operations in the Solomons. While at Taom, too, Lieutenant A. A. Congalton arrived as brigade educational officer, a position which he retained until the brigade was disbanded.

              


              
In August 1943 instructions were received that the 14th Brigade Group would proceed north into the forward area of the South Pacific Command—that is, into the Solomon Islands. Immediate preparations were made by the brigade for the move and brigade headquarters had a very busy time arranging for the move of the brigade group and also carrying out its own preparations for the move, such as crating equipment. It was at this stage that the Bren carrier platoons of the three battalions were disbanded and a brigade carrier platoon formed. This platoon became part of brigade headquarters and was commanded throughout its existence by Captain J. F. B. Stronach. The brigade group which moved north was practically a self contained force, with its own units of engineers, ASC, workshops and so on. This trend was reflected in the composition of brigade headquarters itself, which had representatives of many services attached to it, and at this stage numbered nearly 200 strong. This was the highest figure ever reached in the life of the headquarters, the composition of which was as follows:—-Brigade headquarters, defence platoon, K section signals, carrier platoon, provost section, ordnance warrant-officer, armourer sergeants, and postal personnel.

              
After making the long dusty trip to Nouméa by motor transport, brigade headquarters embarked with the rest of the brigade group and set sail for the Solomons on 18 August. Upon arrival at Guadalcanal, camp was set up in a mahogany grove by a small stream. This camp was situated near Point Cruz and showed many signs of the previous furious engagements between the Americans and the Japanese. The great mahogany trees were riddled with metal from former shell fire and many were in a dying or dangerous condition, with branches continually falling. There were numerous dugouts in and around the camp, and many grim relics of previous combats. Personnel taking shelter from air raids in old fox-holes found it cold comfort to discover a skull leering at them out of the darkness! Malarial precautions were introduced, as the brigade was now in the malarial belt, and personnel had to wear long-sleeved shirts and long trousers during the hours of darkness and also to take a daily dose of the suppressive drug—atabrin.

              
Early in September instructions were received that the 14th Brigade Group would go into action, and that it had been given 

the task of completing the occupation of the island of Vella Lavella which was still partly in the hands of the Japanese. This island lay at the north of the New Georgia Group and the successful completion of its occupation would finally cut off some 5,000 Japanese on Kolombangara and some 400 on Gizo, both of which islands lay to the south of Vella, and in particular would enable radar stations to be established in localities giving a clear air line for the early detection of hostile aircraft coming from New Britain and Bougainville.

              
On 13 September an advanced reconnaissance group including members of brigade headquarters left for Vella Lavella, while the brigade busied itself completing preparations for the move; brigade headquarters once again performing its dual role of arranging the move of the brigade group and packing its own equipment. Advanced brigade headquarters left on 17 September for Vella with the first echelon of the brigade, which comprised the 35th and 37th Battalion combat teams. Rear brigade headquarters and the 30th Battalion combat team followed on 24 September.

              
The Japanese, who were estimated to number some 700, were situated in the northern part of Vella and the brigade commander decided to send the 35th Battalion combat team up the western side, and the 37th Battalion combat team up the eastern side, of the island to catch the Nips in a pincer movement. The progress of the combat teams up the coasts was done in a series of 'amphibious leaps.' There were no roads whatever, and the only communication was by small barges which operated from the naval boat pool at Biloa on the south eastern tip of the island. Combat teams estabished a firm base at a suitable spot and then probed forward from that position. As the situation became clearer they moved forward by boat to get closer to the enemy. During the action, advanced brigade headquarters was situated at Matusoroto on the west coast, and rear brigade headquarters at Joroveto on the east coast. Advanced brigade headquarters was the operational headquarters and the principal function of rear brigade headquarters was the coordination and dispatch of supplies and personnel as required by both combat teams. Owing to the terrain, which was heavily broken country with thick jungle interlaced with mangrove swamps, the carrier platoon could not use its carriers but proved most useful as an independent platoon 

under the hand of the brigade commander. The defence platoon was also used much in the same capacity and the actual local defence of advanced brigade headquarters was carried out by a force of provost and transport personnel who were not required for their normal duties under the existing conditions. On one occasion advanced brigade headquarters was subjected to a dive-bombing attack by four Japanese aircraft which appeared suddenly out of the blue. The quick reaction, however, of antiaircraft personnel saved the day as they opened fire immediately and deflected the aircraft sufficiently for the Jap bombs to drop harmlessly alongside brigade headquarters and not on it.

              
The action of the brigade group proceeded rapidly and 11 days after they were first contacted by the 35th Battalion combat team in the Timbala area on 28 September the Nips were hemmed in on a narrow strip of coast with the two combat teams on either side of them. Realizing their position was hopeless the Japanese endeavoured, under the cover of darkness, to escape by boat from Vella to Bougainville. In the process of this they were engaged by units of the American fleet, and watchers on the shore had a grandstand view of the naval battle which ensued.

              
At the successful conclusion of the action the brigade units took up defensive positions around the coast of Vella Lavella, and advanced brigade headquarters rejoined rear brigade headquarters at Joroveto. Here a pleasant camp was built on a wooded slope looking across the sea to the distant island of Kolombangara. On this site brigade headquarters remained until February in the following year when the Nissan operation was undertaken. The personnel of brigade headquarters were now seasoned campaigners and were able to establish themselves comfortably in a new camp in a very short time. From long experience they had learnt to manufacture and acquire those little amenities for their tents and immediate surroundings which help to make life tolerable in lonely tropical outposts. Anything at all which could be fashioned into shelves, cupboards, or whatnots was grist to their mill and ration boxes and odd bits of timber which a more fortunately placed carpenter would have spurned with contumely were pounced on with glee and made into most acceptable and useful articles of furniture.

              
After the Vella operation several staff changes took place. Major Waddell was succeeded as brigade major by Major L. E. 

Pithie, who had formerly been liaison officer in New Caledonia between the 14th Brigade and divisional headquarters, and later divisional intelligence officer. Lieutenant Harris relinquished command of K section signals to Captain R. F. Hanna, who remained with brigade headquarters until the departure of the section in the closing days of the brigade's life. Captain Kayll was succeeded as brigade supply officer by Captain (later Major) J. F. B. Wilson.

              
In January 1944 instructions were received that the 14th Brigade would shortly take part in the seizing of the Green (Nissan) Island Group, and headquarters, in common with the rest of the brigade, had a very busy period preparing for the move. Nearly all headquarters personnel except for a small rear party went forward in the first echelon, which left Vella Lavella for the Green Islands on 14 February, In the landing at Nissan advanced brigade headquarters was with the 35th and 37th Battalions on the Tangalan or eastern side of the island, and rear brigade headquarters on the Pokonian or western side with the 30th Battalion. The carrier platoon, in the initial instance, and part of K section signals were with advanced headquarters, while the defence platoon and the remainder of K section were with rear headquarters. Both the defence platoon and the carrier platoon saw action at Nissan. On 17 February the defence platoon, which was placed under command of the 30th Battalion to assist with the clearing of Sirot Island, encountered an enemy force of some twenty Japanese on that island, and a sharp engagement ensued. Sixteen Nips were killed and the remainder fled. The defence platoon casualties were five killed and three wounded. For bravery in action at Sirot Corporal P. A. Davidson received an immediate award of the Distinguished Conduct Medal and Lieutenant E. G. Taylor was subsequently mentioned in despatches.

              
The citation to Corporal Davidson's award reads:—

              
At Sirot on 17 February 1944 Corporal Davidson was a member of the 14th Bde Def Platoon which was part of a force carrying out a reconnaissance of the island. While patrolling towards the north-western coast the platoon made contact with a party of 16 of the enemy, who suddenly opened fire with grenades and a machine gun at a range of 30 yards. With complete disregard for his own safety Corporal Davidson 
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8th Brigade Headquarters and attached officers on the Treasuries. 
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Right: Sergeant W. A. Cowan, DCM, who took preinvasion patrols on to Mono Island in October. 
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The Governor-General, Marshal of the Air Force Sir Cyril Newall, receiving a gift of fruit from the natives of Mono Island during his tour of the New Zealand areas in the Solomons
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rushed the position, killed seven of the enemy and put the gun out of action. The remainder of the force were thus enabled to go forward and destroy the remaining enemy without further loss to themselves. Corporal Davidson himself continued to assist with great gallantry in the mopping up. The conduct of Corporal Davidson throughout the operation was an inspiration to his comrades and is deserving of the highest praise.

              
The carrier platoon was brought back from Tangalan side of the island to the Pokonian area and placed under command of the 30th Battalion to assist with the clearing of the southern end of the island. On 20 February, at Tanaheran, the platoon encountered a force of over 60 Japanese and under the leadership of Captain Stronach took steps in locating and pinning down the enemy. Subsequently the Japanese were attacked by the medium machine gun personnel, Valentine tanks and part of D company of the 30th Battalion. The final assault was led by 
Major A. B. Bullen, of the 30th Battalion, who received the Distinguished Service Order for gallantry.

              
After the Green Islands had been cleared of the enemy brigade Headquarters set up camp at South Point. A lot of work had to be done making roads to the camp and clearing away the jungle, but when the work was finished the camp was undoubtedly the finest ever occupied by headquarters. It was situated among palm and pandanus trees on the edge of a beach of golden sand, and looked across the sea towards the distant island of Buka, which on clear days could be seen etched faintly against the horizon. Bathing on the reef could be had in plenty, and fish was occasionally procured by the expedient of dropping a grenade into a passing shoal 
(pace Izaak Walton!).

              
While at Nissan the brigade supply officer, Captain (later Major) J. F. B. Wilson, was appointed officer commanding the 29th Motor Transport Company, Army Service Corps, and was succeeded at brigade headquarters by Captain J. Sykes. In March Lieutenant R. H. C. Crawley, second-in-command of K section signals, left headquarters for a tour of duty at base. In April the first manpower draft of personnel for essential industry in New Zealand left Nissan, and with it went a number of original members of brigade headquarters. Some weeks later brigade headquarters itself left the Green Islands on the USS 
Mintaka 

and returned to base at Bourail in New Caledonia. Here a pleasant camp, which had been formerly the headquarters of the Base Training Depot, was occupied in Téné Valley, and personnel enjoyed the many cinemas and sporting facilities which were available. In July 1944 a number of honours and awards were announced, the following members of brigade headquarters receiving distinctions:—

              

			  

			  

			  

			  

Distinguished Service Order—

              
Brigadier L. Potter, NZSC, Commander 14th Brigade.

              

Member of the Order of the British Empire—

              
Lieutenant (Temporary Captain) G. C. C. Sandston, staff captain, 14th Brigade.

              

Mentioned in Despatches—

              
Brigadier L. Potter, DSO, NZSC; 
Major J. F. B. Wilson, NZASC; Lieutenant E. G. Taylor. Early in 1945 Sergeant G. P. Walker, orderly room sergeant, 14th Brigade Headquarters, was also mentioned in despatches.

              
The citations to the awards of the DSO to Brigadier Potter and the MBE to Captain Sandston were as follows:—

			  

            

              
Brigadier L. Potter.

              
81777 Brigadier Leslie Potter of the 14th NZ Inf Bde has given distinguished service in the field. Brigadier Potter commanded 14th NZ Brigade in the operation at Vella Lavella in September and October 1943 and also the attack and seizure of the Green (Nissan) Island Group. In both operations his sound appreciation of the tactical problems involved and the plans he made for the deployment of his troops contributed largely to the success which attended our arms. In the operations at Vella Lavella the boldness of his initial plan and speed with which he executed it, left the enemy little time to organise his defensive positions and materially lessened the number of our casualties. In both operations he showed marked qualities of leadership. He was throughout in the closest possible touch with his troops and directed their movement with marked success.

            

            

              

Captain G. C. C. Sandston.

              
As staff captain of the 14th NZ Inf Bde over a period of nine months, this officer has displayed outstanding ability and 

initiative in handling the many complex administrative problems which have arisen both during operations and in static periods. The success of the Bde at Vella Lavella and Green Island has been due in no small measure to his unflagging energy, his thorough grasp of detail and to the help he has at all times given to the brigade units. His work throughout has been of the highest standard and deserves the greatest commendation.

              
Together with the rest of the brigade, the life of the headquarters began to draw to a close at Téné Valley. Further manpower drafts were taken from the brigade in mid-1944 and left little doubt that the end was in sight. Finally it was announced that brigade staff appointments would cease and for official purposes the headquarters may be regarded as having quietly faded away, together with the brigade itself, in August 1944.

              
Sometimes headquarters, as opposed to units, do not have personalities, but it would be true to say of 14th Brigade Headquarters that to its members it was a very real entity and there was a spirit of comradeship and friendship abroad which stood the test of many weary months in the tropics. That spirit has survived the disbandment of the headquarters and has lived on as a real force among the former members of the staff and the various departments. In the days to come, those who lived and worked and toiled at 14th Brigade Headquarters will look back upon it with pride and affection and with profound gratitude that it vouchsafed to them the true meaning of friendship in its finest form.

			  

			  

			  

			  

              


			  

                  

Nominal Roll of 14
th Brigade Headquarters
                  

                    
	Brigadier Potter, L., DSO
                    
	Corporal Aitken, A, R.
                  

                  

                    
	Lieutenant-Colonel Bennett, P. L., DSO MC
                    
	Corporal De Venney, A.
                  

                  

                    
	Lieutenant-Colonel Aitken Bryden, W. A.
                    
	Lieutenant-Colonel Donald, R. B.
                  

                  

                    
	Lieutenant-Colonel McNamara, S. A., DCM
                    
	Corporal Ellis, G.
                  

                  

                    
	Lieutenant-Colonel Reidy, J. M.
                    
	Corporal Tillett, M. D.
                  

                  

                    
	Lieutenant-Colonel Ronaldson, C. W. H.
                    
	Corporal Kitson, M. P.
                  

                  

                    
	
                      Major Biss, G. H. (sc)
                    
                    
	Corporal McWilliams, J. B.
                  

                  

                    
	Major Felton, N. E. G.
                    
	Corporal Pragnell, W. W.
                  

                  

                    
	Major Pithie, L. E. (sc)
                    
	Corporal Preston, J. E.
                  

                  

                    
	Major Steele, M. W.
                    
	Corporal Riddiford, H. E.
                  

                  

                    
	Major Waddell, G. W. (sc)
                    
	Corporal Thorburn, G. D.
                  

                  

                    
	Major Wilson, J. F. B.
                    
	
                      Lance-Corporal Bolton, L. F.
                    
                  

                  

                    
	Major Young, D. M.
                    
	Lance-Corporal Nunns, D. A. S.
                  

                  

                    
	Captain Adams. L. E.
                    
	Lance-Corporal Webber, C. A.
                  

                  

                    
	Captain Calder, R. W.
                    
	Private Batts, S. A.
                  

                  

                    
	Captain Caughey, W. G.
                    
	Private Bentlet, J.
                  

                  

                    
	Captain Crawford, W. E.
                    
	Private Bleasel, G. E.
                  

                  

                    
	Captain Gunn, F, A. (sc)
                    
	Private Boyd, R. A.
                  

                  

                    
	Captain Hanna, R. F.
                    
	Private Carrington, G. L.
                  

                  

                    
	Captain Johnston, R. E. (NZSC)
                    
	Private Chambers, G. T.
                  

                  

                    
	Captain Kayll, G. E.
                    
	Private Climo, A. R.
                  

                  

                    
	Captain McEvedy, G. F., MC
                    
	Private Craig, P. R.
                  

                  

                    
	Captain Moginie, D. J. S.
                    
	Private Crispin, R. P.
                  

                  

                    
	Captain Muir, A. E. (sc)
                    
	Private Cumberbeach, H. R.
                  

                  

                    
	Captain Murphy, T. R.
                    
	Private Currie, J. E.
                  

                  

                    
	Captain Murray, C. G.
                    
	Private Davies, C. A.
                  

                  

                    
	Captain Page, K. D.
                    
	Private Demicheli, F. E.
                  

                  

                    
	Captain Sandelin, E. G.
                    
	Private Donaldson, J.
                  

                  

                    
	Captain Sandston, G. C. C, MBE
                    
	Private Dray, E. D.
                  

                  

                    
	Captain Stark, A.
                    
	Private Everard, A. P.
                  

                  

                    
	Captain Stokes, R. A.
                    
	Private Fergus, M. McG.
                  

                  

                    
	Captain Sykes, J.
                    
	Private Fitzgerald, K. P.
                  

                  

                    
	Captain Stronach, J. F. B.
                    
	Private Foley, C. E.
                  

                  

                    
	Lieutenant Albon, J. S.
                    
	Private Gorrie, E. G.
                  

                  

                    
	Lieutenant Beauchamp, T. H.
                    
	Private Greep, T. A.
                  

                  

                    
	Lieutenant Congalton, A. A.
                    
	Private Griffiths, S. W. S.
                  

                  

                    
	Lieutenant Crawford, J. R.t
                    
	Private Habgood, E. G.
                  

                  

                    
	Lieutenant Crawley, R. H. C
                    
	Private Hammond, A. R.
                  

                  

                    
	Lieutenant George, D. S. (sc)
                    
	Private Hansen, A. W.
                  

                  

                    
	Lieutenant Graham, D. G.
                    
	Private Harkins, R. J.
                  

                  

                    
	Lieutenant Harris, E, G.
                    
	Private Harris, L. A.
                  

                  

                    
	Lieutenant Jones, H.
                    
	Private Henaghan, J. J. M.
                  

                  

                    
	Lieutenant Lowry, A. G.
                    
	Private Henderson, T. G.
                  

                  

                    
	Lieutenant Murphy J.
                    
	Private Hendrickson, A. C. G.
                  

                  

                    
	Lieutenant Robieson. H. N.
                    
	Private Hood, K. W.
                  

                  

                    
	Lieutenant Taylor, E. G.
                    
	Private Hooper, R. J.
                  

                  

                    
	Lieutenant Wyness, K. G.
                    
	Private Hurcomb, A. E.
                  

                  

                    
	Second-LieutenantParata, P.
                    
	PrivateHutchinson, C. A.
                  

                  

                    
	WOI Walkley, S. S.
                    
	PrivateHyde, C.H.
                  

                  

                    
	WOII WOII Hughes, G. E.
                    
	PrivateJackson, K. H.
                  

                  

                    
	WOII Jackson, L. G.
                    
	PrivateJamieson, W. G.
                  

                  

                    
	WOII Watson, W.
                    
	PrivateTohnson. S. W.
                  

                  

                    
	Staff-SergeantAitken, A. A.
                    
	PrivateKeane, R. T.
                  

                  

                    
	Staff-Sergeant Petrie, P. M.
                    
	PrivateKerr, C. H.
                  

                  

                    
	Staff-Sergeant Thornton, P. B.
                    
	PrivateKnox, R. B.
                  

                  

                    
	Sergeant Adamson, G. A.
                    
	PrivateKostanich, E. A.
                  

                  

                    
	Sergeant Barlow, I. W.
                    
	PrivateLangford, N.
                  

                  

                    
	Sergeant Collins, W. P.
                    
	PrivateLeathern, E. E.
                  

                  

                    
	Sergeant Daniell, M. E.
                    
	PrivateLewis, C. J.
                  

                  

                    
	Sergeant Gillbanks, A. S.
                    
	PrivateLivingstone, R. A.
                  

                  

                    
	Sergeant Hillier, L. S. R.
                    
	PrivateMacGregor, D. McR.
                  

                  

                    
	SergeantKerr, L. T.
                    
	Sapper Mclntosh, J. R.
                  

                  

                    
	Sergeant Lienert, R. C.
                    
	Private McKay, R. G.
                  

                  

                    
	Sergeant Mahoney, P.
                    
	Driver Mag_uire, C. M.
                  

                  

                    
	Sergeant Sweetzer, R. F.
                    
	Private Mailman, L. I. F.
                  

                  

                    
	Sergeant Thompson, A. R.
                    
	Driver Markland, E. A.
                  

                  

                    
	Sergeant Tunmcliffe, M. R.
                    
	Private Marston, J. A.
                  

                  

                    
	Sergeant Walker, G. P.
                    
	PrivateMills, J. R.
                  

                  

                    
	Sergeant Withers, S. C.
                    
	PrivateMelrose, A. E


                  

                  
                  

                    
	Private Moir, N. A.
                    
	Private Strong, E. R.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Morton, J. McM.
                    
	PrivateTaylor, T. B.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Morton, J. T.
                    
	PrivateTliomas, A. H.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Nichol, H. J.
                    
	PrivateThomson, W. W.
                  

                  

                    
	Private O'Brien, D. P.
                    
	Sapper Toase, E. A.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Osborne, T. W. J.
                    
	Private Turfrey, E. T.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Partridge, G. M.
                    
	PrivateUnderwood, R. M.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Pearson, W. A.
                    
	Signalman Wardrop, J. T.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Pragnell, C. E.
                    
	Private Wehster, C. G.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Riley, V. R.
                    
	PrivateWells, R. B.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Sale, W. B.
                    
	PrivateWells, S. L.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Schischka, L. N.
                    
	PrivateWhitehouse, S. A.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Scott, I. K. J.
                    
	PrivateWilliams, N. E.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Shaw, I. H.
                    
	PrivateWinter, J. H.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Sinclair, R. M.
                    
	PrivateWotherspoon, G. G. W.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Skinner, J. L.
                    
	Private Wrathall, C. T.
                  

                  

                    
	PrivateSmaller, L. C. T.
                    
	
                      

*
                    
                  

                  

                    
	Private Smith, A.
                    
	
                      

†
                    
                  

                  

                    
	
                      Spray, W. E.
                    
                    
	
                  

                

                

                  

Other Ranks of 14
th Brigade Defence Platoon
                  

                    
	WOII Cross, C. T.
                    
	Private Joyce, L. G.
                  

                  

                    
	WOII Kitching.T.
                    
	Private King, L. W. (w)
                  

                  

                    
	Sergeant Erne, E. T.
                    
	Private Lamont, W. W.
                  

                  

                    
	Sergeant Sillars, W. F.
                    
	Private Marsh, I. E.
                  

                  

                    
	Corporal Davidson, P. A., DCM
                    
	Private Middleton, C. W.
                  

                  

                    
	Corporal Cotterell, M. H.
                    
	Private Moylan, D. T. P.
                  

                  

                    
	Corporal McBeath, A. J.
                    
	Private Pickering, J. D.
                  

                  

                    
	Corporal Petry, C. J.
                    
	Private Plank, H. W.
                  

                  

                    
	Corporal Tayior, A. N.
                    
	Private Puttick, B.
                  

                  

                    
	Lance-Corporal Reid, C
                    
	Private Riddington, J. H.
                  

                  

                    
	PrivateA'Court, A. C.
                    
	Private Satherley, J. T. M.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Adamson, C. R."
                    
	Private Scholium, A.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Atkins, S. E.
                    
	Private Scott, J. R.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Bloxham, L. S.
                    
	Private Toms, E. W.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Boardman, H, L. S.
                    
	Private Tolich, I. N.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Braden, H.
                    
	Private Turner, N. T.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Cassidy, A. V.
                    
	Private Ward, D. D.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Clark, R. A.
                    
	Private White, N. R.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Crane, F. H. F.
                    
	Private Wood, H. G.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Crossan, G. R.
                    
	Private Wright, G. J.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Currie, R. P.
                    
	Private Walker, L. P.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Dackers, G. R.
                    
	Private Wardrope, A. A.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Donaghy, R. J.
                    
	Private Wasley, S. J.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Field, R.
                    
	Private West, E. W.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Freemantle, A. F.
                    
	Private White, R. P.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Giles, N. E.
                    
	Private Whittaker, S. H.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Hanscomhe, H. S.
                    
	Private Wilson, L. J.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Henderson, F. W. (w)
                    
	Private Wither, S. H.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Herrick, J. G.
                    
	Private Yule, A. G.
                  

                  

                    
	Private Herron, W. G. R. (w)
                    
	
                  

                  

                    
	Private Ingoe, L. G.
                    
	
                      

*
                    
                  

                  

                    
	Private Johns, T. L.
                    
	
                      

w
                    
                  

                

          



* Killed in Action.





† Died of Wounds



                        


* Killed in Action.
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Foreword
            

            
By 
Lieutenant-Colonel D. M. Burns

            
It has, no doubt, been difficult for the individual signalman to appreciate fully the extent of the New Zealand Army signal system in the Pacific. Units and sub-units were scattered over widely separated islands, and even when two or more sections happened to be located on the same island there was little opportunity to mix and really get to know one another. Many men who established friendships on the troopships or in base camps lost touch with each other later for months at a time. Although this made it difficult to cultivate a healthy 
esprit de corps among signal units as a whole, there is no doubt that a strong section spirit was developed in each of the sub-units, and the very many personal friendships formed will stand the test of time. This unit history should serve the double purpose of giving everybody a clearer picture of the signal organisation as a whole, and reviving in the years to come memories of the more pleasant aspects of our service in the Pacific.

            
Our units have dissolved slowly and there has been no ceremonial finale. We are now scattered over the world and employed on a variety of tasks, But whatever our duties are now, and whatever they may be in the future, let us not underrate the importance of our period of service in the Pacific. The Third Division performed with credit the operational task set it, and this could not have been done without an efficient signal system throughout the force. Every officer, non-commissioned officer and signalman, whether in divisional signals or in the base organisations, played his part in creating and maintaining an extensive and efficient network of communications. In this war the New Zealand Corps of Signals has established a fine reputation, and the work of its members under trying conditions in the Pacific 

will be remembered as a worthy contribution to the nation's war effort.

            
On your behalf I thank those responsible for the preparation and publication of this history. The task has not been an easy one. I also take this opportunity—the last I will have—to say 
au revoir and good luck to all those who served with me. I am proud to be able to say that we did what was required of us and did it well.

            

              
                Army Headquarters,

Wellington, 1945.
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Chapter One

Birth of a Division
            

            
On 28 October 1940 HMS 
Monowai, escorting the 
Rangatira, sailed down the Wellington Harbour carrying a contingent of New Zealand troops, among whom was a divisional signal section of one officer and 45 signalmen, for a destination known a few days later to be Viti Levu—the largest of the 250 islands which form the Fiji Group. Suva, its capital, is 1,148 miles from New Zealand. Perhaps this amusing first entry in the war diary, Trentham races postponed, gives some indication of just how wet it was on the day of embarkation. On the wharf as the draft departed were his Excellency the Governor-General, Lord Galway; the Prime Minister, the Right Honourable Peter Fraser; and the Minister of Defence, the Honourable F. Jones, who delivered farewell speeches. As the convoy neared Fiji the calm sea brought bunk-confined signalmen to the decks. Open neck khaki shirts and shorts were donned in lieu of battle dress which, with other heavy woollen clothing, was packed into a spare kit-bag for consignment to the hold and return to New Zealand. The signals party was welcomed on arrival by Second-Lieutenant Stevens, who had previously journeyed to Fiji.

            
This contingent was known as B Force and was under the command of Brigadier (later Major-General) W. H. Cunningham, CBE, DSO. Its personnel was a portion of the third echelon, the remainder of whom went to the Middle East. B Force had no immediate operational role when it first travelled to the Pacific. As events unfolded, however, this handful of signals under Second-Lieutenant (later Captain) J. L. J. Gettins proved to be the nucleus of four companies which, as the Third New Zealand Divisional Signals, and as an element of the Third 

New Zealand Division, engaged in successful combat against the Japanese in the Solomon Islands some three years later.

            
It was tropically hot in Suva, where tall palms faintly rustled in the cooling breezes. The lazy tides of the Pacific gently lapped against the beaches and from the sea came the low murmur of rollers breaking on the reefs. A strange mixture of races and creeds was immediately noticeable. Tall bushy-haired Fijians lived happily here, and also prominent was the population of some 80,000 Indians. Hindus, Madrassis, Punjabis, and tall impressive Sikhs rubbed shoulders with the happy-go-lucky islanders. They had brought with them the habits and customs of Mother India and added to the variety of tongues to be heard in the streets of Suva. The European population of Viti Levu was approximately 4,000. In the villages, the natives lived under their own communal system. As far as possible their own social laws had been maintained and this no doubt accounted for the success that had attended British rule since the cession of Fiji to Great Britain by the ruling chiefs on 10 October 1874.

            
An unusual feature of Fiji was the wet and dry sides obtaining in most islands of the group, Suva being on the wet side of Viti Levu. The mosquitoes, fortunately non-malarial, were bad, and the men found it essential to use the mosquito nets with which they had been issued to ensure a comfortable sleep. In Suva native policemen, dressed in colourful blue tunics and white sulus, contrasted with the modern stone buildings such as those occupied by the Government departments where force headquarters and the signal office were first situated. The section's technical equipment was practically non-existent, and what originally did arrive from New Zealand was in such a dilapidated condition that it helped little. A Post and Telegraph type 50-line switchboard was an instance. Of ancient vintage, but reconditioned, it arrived minus the main distributing frame and cable. There were no spares and only a minimum supply of tools. When put into operation this switchboard—in use 24 hours a day—became a mechanician's nightmare, but it was kept working by using any odds and ends available and much ingenuity on the part of the 'tiffies.'

            
Line construction was not exactly as laid down in the book and members of the cable section, if it could be called such, dubbed themselves 'The Keystone Cable Company' after the 

comics of silent film days. A large portion of their line work was carried out from tangled short lengths of cable which had been condemned and discarded by the local Post and Telegraph Department. During the construction of the aeradio wireless station (a Government controlled station for all defence and civilian traffic) by technicians from New Zealand, signals were called upon to assist and to make splices in a 26-pair armoured cable that was being used. Opportunity was taken whilst on the job to acquire a length of lead-covered cable, a rare acquisition in those days, which duly found its way into the workings of the headquarters exchange.

            
One of the milestone days was 20 February 1941. With little warning a strong wind commenced to blow in from the sea, reaching hurricane velocity at about 10 a.m. The hurricane continued unabated for two hours, then followed a two-hour lull, when the wind changed direction and blew from the opposite quarter. Debris lay everywhere. All wooden buildings either ceased to exist or leaned as if in a drunken stupor. Washing and personal effects which happened to be loose at the time have not seen seen since. Iron telegraph poles twisted as if some Samson had pulled over the top end to form a giant horseshoe of steel. Ships went aground, aircraft on the Nausori airfield were damaged and the wind indicator at Suva Point, with a maximum reading of 130 miles an hour, was unable to cope with the situation. Linemen had an extremely busy period, being loaned to the power board and Post and Telegraph Department to assist in the restoration of power and communication lines throughout the island. It was a quartermaster's dream; for months anything that could not be located was attributed to 'the blow.'

            
The section was first located in tents at Nasese Camp, on the outskirts of Suva, later moving to the Boys' Grammar School, on the waterfront. With the gradual building up of the force, headquarters was transferred to Borrons, about a mile and a-half from Suva, where a private residence had been taken over for force headquarters. Accommodation at Borrons was comfortable, personnel being housed in 28-men huts. The first section of a relief arrived in May 1941 aboard the 
Rangatira, the ship returning with a draft under the command of Second-Lieutenant Stevens for New Zealand, leaving half of the original members on the island. Three officers arrived in the May draft—namely,

Second-Lieutenant D. G. Day, Second-Lieutenant (later Major) T. K. S. Sidey, and Second-Lieutenant (later Captain) K. H. Barron. On arrival of the second section of the relief in August the two last-named officers returned to New Zealand, taking with them all but three of the original section. Headquarters, until this time known as brigade headquarters, changed its designation to force headquarters. During August the monotonous beating of Indian drums attracted the attention of signallers at headquarters. This was part of a ceremony which continued unabated for 10 days with a climax of fire-walking by the frenzied natives. Many members of the unit in that area actually witnessed the feat of walking on hot embers with bare feet.

            
The receipt from New Zealand of Post and Telegraph Department 25-watt transmitters and receivers permitted the establishment of a wireless net between, force headquarters, Momi, and Namaka, but signal equipment generally was still meagre. This shortage was further illustrated by the fact that only one signalling lamp was available for communication with the island of Nukulau, some five miles from Suva, inside the reef at the mouth of the Rewa River, where the convalescent camp was situated. Typical of the maintenance section's work was the fitting of an ordinary torch with a key to provide communication with the distant station. Telephones in use by the force were D lll's and Ericcson table and wall models. The maintenance section was now provided with a room in which to work and varied was their range of activities. A 20-line switchboard for use in the Samambula Camp and a power ringer for the main exchange were among the items constructed, while electrical installations at headquarters were also within the mechanicians' sphere. A further accomplishment was the designing and construction by Warrant-Officer 2nd Class (now Lieutenant) C R. Anniss and Signalman (later Staff-Sergeant) R. C. Blakey of a still for the distillation of water. Made from benzine, honey and cocoa tins, together with some rubber tubing, this plant was instrumental in producing sufficient water to allow wireless batteries to be kept in use during droughts. It was equally efficient at producing pure alcohol.

            
The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour on 7 December 1941 was their first major attempt to secure mastery in the Pacific. On 9 December uneasiness grew as the much closer Ocean and 
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Nauru Islands were bombed by enemy aircraft. Although no connection is claimed with the further movement of troops to Fiji, it was at least significant when HMS 
Monowai and the 
Rangatira berthed at Suva and Lautoka (on the western side of the island) respectively on 6 January 1942. They carried personnel of the 8th and 14th Brigades, to whose headquarters were attached J and K signal sections, direct from Trentham via Auckland. J section went to Tamavua and K section to Namaka. Captain (later Major) K. H. Wilson, MC, was officer commanding J section, and Lieutenant (later Captain) C. G. Murray was in command of K section. Headquarters at Borrons then became divisional headquarters, with the original B Force signals becoming divisional signals, and the entire force was renamed Pacific Section, 2 NZEF. With an attempt at invasion by the Japanese imminent, life in the capital changed rapidly. Shops which previously stayed open to late hours closed early, the bright lights of Suva became dimmed and a curfew was enforced.

            
With a view to security in the event of an attack, engineers of the 24th Army Troop had, early in 1940, tunnelled underground in the soapstone, where divisional headquarters was now situated. Fourteen months later, January 1942, the signal office, switchboard and wireless sets were transferred below ground to this location, and J section occupied similar underground quarters. K section carried out its functions from a variety of buildings, the first of which was a sand-bagged corrugated-iron shed, next the kitchen of a school house, and finally into a native built 
bure, but on assuming battle stations the signal office operated from the underground 14th Brigade Headquarters at Black Rock. The communications of K section at Namaka were extensive, and included in the many lines radiating from their 100-line switchboard were links to the three battalions of the 14th Brigade and the coastal batteries. The eventual construction by civilian employees of the New Zealand Post and Telegraph Department of a three-channel carrier link between Suva and Namaka superseding the previous inadequate and primitive toll-call line, provided direct communication to division from this exchange.

            
Although the bulk of the traffic for the battalions was handled by telephone, an alternative routing was over the No. 101 wireless stations manned at each terminal by K section operators. Lamp stations were also sited to each battalion, being used daily 

for the transmission of practice messages and kept available as a third alternative means of communication. Despatch riders travelled daily between Suva and Namaka on a gruelling run of 138 miles. Motor cycles were used until they, or their drivers, fell to pieces, after which the service was maintained by daily transport truck. One vehicle left each terminal with a change-over at the halfway village of Korolevu, one of the most beautiful beaches in Fiji. At this secluded coastal settlement, where the sulphur-coloured sands were backed by graceful palms, was a rest house managed by Mrs. E. M. Hume and her daughter Doris, where the despatch riders received substantial free meals for almost a year (eventually the army did authorise payment for later meals), and many were the signalmen who spent weekend leave there at 'Mum's' expense. In addition to this despatch connection was the twice daily run to Lautoka where the Fijian Defence Forces had barracks and administrative headquarters for the western area.

            
Employment for switchboard operators was never short when, for security reasons, operating of the civilian exchanges at Nandi, Lautoka, Mba and Tavua was taken over by the section. There were three trunk lines between J section's switchboard at Tamavua and the exchange at divisional headquarters, and two lines direct to the Suva civilian exchange from the section's busy signal office. The brigade's exchange actually consisted of two linked components—a 10-line UC and a 30-line post and telegraph type board. The former was necessitated by subscribers using a number of D V telephones which, owing to their construction, would not drop the shutters of the larger board.

            
With the island of Nukulau becoming a centre for mine-laying operations. J section assumed the control of the lamp station there for nightly communications with the mainland. To avoid messages being intercepted by enemy seacraft lurking in the darkness, the 'Freddie' procedure was adopted and no replies were transmitted from the control station. It was often a dreary shift for operators; there were no set times of transmission and a continuous watch was required throughout the night for the commencement of messages. Some months later the lamp stations were replaced by low-power wireless sets. From the divisional headquarters signal office five direct lines were connected to the Suva civilian exchange. In addition to local 

lines there were two to the Tamavua hospital and three to Samambula where the 34th and 36th Battalions were stationed. With the installation of the carrier circuit between Suva and Lautoka, one of the trunk lines to the Suva exchange became a direct line to Namaka and entirely for signals use. Twenty-five miles off the coast from Suva was the island of Mbengga, where New Zealand personnel operated a fire control instrument, or radar, as it was later known, for the detection of enemy shipping or aircraft venturing in the direction of Viti Levu. To relay
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back to the mainland all communications necessary in this respect, together with the visual observations of four native coast watchers, three divisional signals radio operators, using a prearranged code, maintained and operated a 10-watt AWA radio station from the top of the highest peak on the island, 1,270 feet above sea level. The party, which was changed periodically, had a native cook and all supplies were carried to the summit by natives, who received a shilling for their arduous climb. Batteries for the station were recharged by a portable generator.

            


            
In order to review communications within Fiji, Major (later Lieutenant-Colonel) D. M. Burns arrived in March from New Zealand. Submitting a report on signal activity throughout the colony, the major outlined a comprehensive plan of layout and equipment required to maintain efficient communications for any emergency. In this month, also, four officers—Second-Lieutenant (later Captain) G. M. Parkhouse, Second-Lieutenant (later Lieutenant) M. R. Tulloch, Second-Lieutenant (later Captain) T. R. Murphy, and Second-Lieutenant (later Captain) J. A. W. Wilton arrived with a draft of 
77 other ranks to swell the signal establishment. They camped at Samambula prior to their dispersal to the sections. Second-Lieutenant (later Captain) A. T. Fussell (afterwards appointed to the command of the Fijian Defence Force Signals) was in charge of a further draft to arrive in May.

            
A buried cable was laid from 8th Brigade Headquarters to divisional headquarters, a distance of one mile. In a trench dug" by the 34th Battalion the cable was buried in parts to a depth of three feet. Included in the undertaking was the task of cementing the cable into a culvert under By-Pass Road. It followed a devious route, in some places going through the grounds of private homes. This project, entailing the services of every available signalman from J section and No. 1 company, took some weeks to complete. The outlook became brighter when news was received of the United States Naval Forces locating and defeating in battle a southward bound Japanese convoy in the Coral Sea near the Solomon Islands. Time proved the destruction of this enemy force to be a turning point in the Japanese advance towards Australia and New Zealand.

            
A school of instruction conducted by Second-Lieutenant Murphy, second-in-command of K section, and Corporal (later Sergeant) A. J. McNaughton for the training of Fijian commandos in signalling fully justified the effort expended, as did likewise a further school at Vatakoula, where Lieutenant Murray with Sergeant (later Warrant-Officer 1st Class) N. E. B. McNaughton held refresher courses for the 14th Brigade regimental signallers. The former NCO was also detached to train the 22nd Field Ambulance personnel in visual communications. They in turn reciprocated by teaching him the rudiments of first aid to enable him on his return to K section to become medical orderly to his camp mates. At divisional headquarters, signals 

carried out an hour's route march each alternate morning, with physical training on the other morning. J and K sections were at first self accounting units, but later they adopted the standard procedure of quartering through their headquarters. Assigned to the quartering duties was Corporal (later Warrant-Officer 2nd Qass) R. C. Orme, who, on the amalgamation, assumed responsibility for the entire unit and was promoted to staff-sergeant. A further alteration in appointments arose when the company sergeant-major, Warrant-Officer 2nd Class Anniss, was promoted in the field to second-lieutenant. Sergeant (later Warrant-Officer 1st Class) N. Holden then became company sergeant-major with the rank of warrant-officer 2nd class. The total signals strength stood at 226. Pigeons were kept by divisional headquarters and K section for message carrying purposes. Under the care of 'pigeoneers,' familiarly dubbed 'wing commanders,' the birds were trained but never used operationally.

            
As reinforcements arrived tools and spare parts came to hand a little more readily, and fully equipped line parties were operating at this stage. The general health of the troops was good, but many personnel found themselves attending the regimental aid post (RAP) for the treatment of skin troubles such as dhobies itch, prickly heat and tinea, which are prevalent in all tropical climates. Rations for all messes consisted to a large extent of locally grown fruits and vegetables. Pineapples, paw paw, taro and rice were on the menu for most meals. K section at Black Rock was actually camped in a pineapple plantation. Even the gourmet, with a decided taste for this succulent fruit, could enjoy his fill here at the expense of little or no effort. Although at first a tasty addition to the daily menu, it soon waned in popularity as a dish in a land of such plenty. Judge the looks of surprise and dismay on the faces of many of K section's personnel when, on opening with child-like glee and expectation their National Patriotic Fund Board parcels from New Zealand, they were confronted with tins of pineapple, probably grown and picked within easy reach of their own back doors. To the kind-hearted and well-intentioned donors they would have been a boon, but to troops living and almost subsisting on a pineapple diet, familiarity had bred contempt and although the activating motive was deeply appreciated the substance of the gift was naturally not so warmly received. Nothing 

lowered the morale of the men more quickly than the boredom of the camp surroundings during 'off hours.' Entertainment was therefore a foremost consideration. Swimming at Suva Point, smokos, 
tra-la-las (native dances)—the attendance at which functions was a breach of orders—or organised trips to outlying islands and native villages were always popular. Cricket, rugby, soccer, tennis and golf were played with keenness. Imitation 'troppo' acts such as playing a cricket match with all the necessary batting, bowling and fielding movements, but without using any equipment whatsoever, or the figure of Sergeant Fred Stamp sitting with his feet dangling over the end of his bed, playing a length of cotton through a knot hole in the floor, 'fishing,' were not without their humour. In the evenings the wet canteen at divisional headquarters was the meeting place of many 'Sigs' in the area. Signalman (later Lance-Sergeant) H. S. McAnnalley will be remembered as the honorary company sergeant-major who conducted the parade (complete with mugs) with farcical solemnity to the canteen. Parodies were legion of such favourites sung in the canteen as 'The Soldier and the Sailor,' 'There's a Troopship Just Leaving Fiji,' 'Three Little Fishes', and the Fijian song, 'Isa Lei.' A Fijian version of 'Bless 'em all' on one occasion by members of signals outside the officers-mess was not officially appreciated, however, and the offenders received field punishment in reward for their efforts. Although a novelty at first taste, the Fijian drink, 
kava, brewed from the pounded root of the 
yangona shrub, was not favourably accepted as a refreshment by the New Zealanders. Highlight of the swimming activities was that of Signalman (Jimmy the seal) J. G. C. Davies, whose marathon feats in the Suva baths received mention in the local press. An appreciated institution was the New Zealand Club in Suva, which was opened under the auspices of the National Patriotic Fund Board, where perhaps the most popular of the attractions offered were the regular dances and the delightfully refreshing cool drinks made from the juices of pure fruits. The old capital, Levuka, on the island of Ovalau, was a frequented spot for those favoured with leave. The trip entailed a 40-mile journey to Londoni by wog-waggon, and thence by launch to the island, where warm hospitality was always extended to the visitors.

            
American forces were now more numerous in the South 

Pacific, and on the 37th US Division assuming responsibility for the communications on the island, divisional signals, together with the rest of the force, commenced to return to New Zealand. K section was the first to embark, sailing aboard the pre-war luxury liner 
President Coolidge (since sunk) on 3 July 1942. On arrival in Auckland three days later, members of the section went to Papakura military camp before being dispersed to their homes on leave. The 
President Coolidge was maintaining a fast shuttle service between the Dominion and Fiji, and on the journey which left Suva on 20 July she carried the remainder of the unit. On arrival in New Zealand they went to Orford's Camp, Manurewa, and then also on leave. Left behind was a party of 13 men under the command of Second-Lieutenant Anniss who, in cooperation with the United States Signal Corps, assisted in the construction of an overland open wire circuit across the mountainous country of the interior of Fiji. Also left were two men who had been sent to the Yasawa Group in a coast-watching capacity; time did not permit of their withdrawal to accompany the main body home. The line party returned to New Zealand three and a-half months later after completing 29 miles of the cross-country project.

            

              

                
ISA LEI
              


              

                
Isa, Isa, you are my only treasure,
              


              

                
Must you leave me, so lonely and forsaken,
              


              

                
As the roses will miss the sun at dawning,
              


              

                
Every moment my heart for you is yearning.
              
            

            

              

                
Isa Lei, the purple shadows fall,
              


              

                
Sad the morrow will dawn upon my sorrow,
              


              

                
Oh! forget not, when you're far away,
              


              

                
Pr.ecious moments, beside dear Suva Bay.
              
            

            

              

                
Isa, Isa, my heart was filled with pleasure,
              


              

                
From the moment I heard your tender greeting.
              


              

                
'Mid the sunshine, we spent the hours together,
              


              

                
Now so swiftly those happy hours are fleeting.
              
            

            

              

O'er the ocean your island home is calling',


              

                
Happy country where roses bloom-in splendour.
              


              

                
Oh, if I could but journey there beside you,
              


              

                
Then for ever my heart would sing in rapture.
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Chapter Two

Growing Pains
            

            
The Fiji personnel had returned from a fortnight's leave, and together with reinforcements from the territorial divisions throughout New Zealand they were drafted to Manurewa, Auckland, in August 1942, where headquarters of the reorganised Third New Zealand Division of the Second New Zealand Expeditionary Force was situated. Major D. M. Burns was appointed commanding officer of the Third Divisional Signals. Signals headquarters was at first established at Orford's Estate but, on the arrival of larger drafts of reinforcements in September, personnel were moved to Nathan's Camp, a short distance further up the hill. The signal office continued to operate from division at Orford's, and communications were maintained the clock round. The maintenance section and main stores were contained in a vacated billiards saloon in the middle of the township.

            
On arrival in camp each signalman was interviewed by the commanding officer with a view to determining his qualifications and future role in the unit. With this completed, a start was soon made in allocating everyone to sections. These comprised artillery signal sections under the command of Captain (later Major) G. W. Heatherwick, with a headquarters under Captain Gettins, a headquarters section under Lieutenant (later Captain) T. C. Eady, and sections N, P and X, commanded by Lieutenant '(later Captain) S. A. Hanson, Lieutenant J. P. Garner and Second-Lieutenant Murphy respectively. Captain Wilson commanded No. 1 company, which comprised A wireless section under Lieutenant (later Captain) H. A. Hester, B cable section under Second-Lieutenant Wilton, and D office section under 

Lieutenant (later Captain) R. F. Hanna. J and K sections retained substantially their Fiji makeup and remained attached to the headquarters of the 8th and 14th Infantry Brigades. J section was commanded by Lieutenant Parkhouse with Second-Lieutenant (later Lieutenant) K. O. Stewart as second-in-command. K section was commanded by Lieutenant Murray, with Second-Lieutenant (later Lieutenant) E. G. Harris as second-in-command. A newly formed E section was attached to the 17th Field Regiment at Papakura under the command of Second-Lieutenant (later Lieutenant) L. C. Stewart, and base signals was commanded by Second-Lieutenant (later Lieutenant) H. S. Brown. Lieutenant (later Captain) S. C. Clarke was adjutant, and Lieutenant (later Captain) R. M. South quarter-master and officer commanding headquarters company, which also included M maintenance section under Second-Lieutenant (later Lieutenant) B. J. R. F. Pratt. Lieutenant (later Captain) R. A. Garters was in command of the reinforcement section at this juncture, and other officers waiting to fill appointments were Second-Lieutenant (later Lieutenant) W. H. Dyson and Second-Lieutenant (later Lieutenant) A. G. Goff. The appointment of regimental sergeant-major was held by Warrant-Officer, 2nd Class (later 1st Class) N. Holden. Staff-Sergeant (later Warrant-Officer 2nd Class) R. C. Orme was regimental quartermaster-sergeant. Sergeant (later Warrant-Officer 1st Class) N. E. B. McNaughton was company sergeant-major of No. 1 company, and Sergeant (later Warrant-Officer 2nd Class) W. C. Rose was company sergeant-major of artillery signals.

            
At this period J section was stationed at Opaheke, and E and K sections a few miles closer to division at Papakura. The artillery signal sections remained with unit headquarters. In these initial stages new faces appeared daily and changes in personnel occurred until the unit was 'bedded down.' Nathan's, with its Snake Gully, was a muddy camp, but the meals, which are most important with a signalman, were good. It was here, too, that many had their first experience of vaccination with the none too pleasant effects which follow a week later. From Manurewa Corporal R. R. Purdy and Signalman H. D. Clough received their tropical clothing issue and were marched out prior to embarkation with N Force, which sailed to Norfolk Island.

            
In preparation for the movement of the division to the 

Waikato, advanced and rear parties were selected from No. 1 company, the former entraining for Hamilton on 3 October, being followed three days later by the main body. J section, with elements of the 8th Brigade, marched from Opaheke to Cambridge, a distance of 
76 miles. Throughout the four-day trek the section maintained radio communication with division from two mobile radio stations. Claudelands show grounds, Hamilton, became the location of the Third Division Headquarters, and in the same grounds camped unit headquarters, headquarters company, No. 1 company and the artillery signal sections, which as yet had not joined their respective artillery formations. J section was camped at Forrest Corner, Cambridge; K section was at the wellknown hot springs resort, Te Aroha; E section was at Tirau; and base signals were camped at Rugby Park, Frankton, but operated a signal office from base headquarters in the Hamilton area defence buildings. Communications were commenced at the moment of arrival. D signal office was the hub of activity and the section's 70-line post and telegraph switchboard with nine trunk lines offered no rest to its operators.

            
Sleeping quarters at Claudelands were the sheep pens, bull ring and cattle stalls. At first rations seemed barely to exist, disapproval of which was expressed by 250 men when they marched out of camp a few days after arrival. Tn perfect formation of three the parade entered Hamilton by the traffic bridge at the southern end of the town, continuing along the main street. So impressive and orderly was the march that people flocked from the shops and lined the streets, unaware that it was not a scheduled function. Most of the personnel returned to camp that evening, but 28 men who boarded a north-bound express and 18 who went south found themselves in the hands of the provost at Auckland and Te Kuiti respectively. Fined and confined to barracks was the punishment for most of the participants. The GOC, Major-General Barrowclough, later spoke a few words of censure to a parade of those concerned. Every-one soon settled down. Facilities were provided for the improvement of living quarters, mess rooms were established, and with good meals there was little room for further complaint. Leave for non-duty personnel was granted nightly and over the weekends.

            
A wireless section had not commenced to transmit or receive 

operationally as yet, but it was m possession of a No. 9 set which was used at first to maintain contact with the rear party at Manurewa and later for training in which the section actively engaged. Within the sections normal communications and despatch rider services were being maintained. Fullerphones operating over civilian circuits carried most of the traffic between division and the brigades. Exchange operators and telegraphists from E and J sections assisted at the Cambridge and Tirau post offices where traffic had naturally become heavier through the presence of troops in those areas.

            
The enciphering and deciphering of messages liable to fall into enemy hands during transmission had until this stage been the function of the G staff at divisional headquarters, but with the incorporation of this section within divisional signals, 
Captain O. A. Gillespie, MBE, MM, was transferred from G to the unit as cipher officer, having under his command C cipher section. M section made its presence known at the show grounds with the installation of a three-kilowatt battery charger which, because of its sound and monstrous appearance, earned itself the nickname of 'Frankenstein.' It ran long hours, initially charging many batteries.

            
These days were hectic ones for the quartering staff, for train-loads of equipment were being received from ordnance depots. Typical of the items received were 40 No. 11 sets, each of which had 90 separate accessory parts—all to be checked and accounted for, while a particularly weighty item was seven crates containing mechanical cable layers. Unit motor transport began to arrive, and 13 of the 3-ton trucks received were immediately driven to Auckland and delivered to coach-builders for conversion into mobile orderly rooms, cipher office, workshop and battery charging units. Second-Lieutenant Dyson became second-in-command of A wireless section, and Second-Lieutenant Goff filled a similar role in D section. An attachment to divisional signals at Claudelands was the light aid detachment (LAD) comprising 14 other ranks under Second-Lieutenant (later Lieutenant) M. G. Tarr. Memories will always turn back to the hospitality of the people of the Waikato who entertained signalmen during their stay in their picturesque province. For those stationed in Hamilton itself, the new patriotic hut in the centre of the town was an appreciated institution, where 
home-

cooked meals, showers, reading, writing and games rooms were available in addition to sleeping accommodation and the Young Men's and Young Women's Christian Associations provided popular entertainment in the form of dances, badminton, table tennis and teas.

            
About the middle of October signals became engaged in the division's manoeuvres held over the Kaimai Range between Matamata and Tauranga. With the range representing the famous Owen Stanleys of New Guinea, Matamata and Tauranga assumed the names of Port Moresby and Buna for the mock battle which extended over a week. Although the weather was brilliantly fine and hot for the commencement of the operations, it deteriorated to such an extent towards the end of the period that conditions compared favourably with those of the jungle— although only as regards the mud. With the exception of the artillery signal sections, all sections were actively engaged in this full-scale manoeuvre. Within the brigades, the usual line and wireless communications were set up, but a significant feature of the experience gained was the necessity of man-handling wireless sets to their locations, setting them up as ground stations in the bush. Mechanical cable-laying equipment became useless and despatch riders could not operate much further forward than division. Variety was added by the dropping of messages by aircraft and the ?ground to air 'wireless communication undertaken by A wireless section, a task normally filled by RAF tenders. Perhaps the most popular liaison with aircraft occurred when members of the sections in the 'jungle' received a warming rum ration dropped from the air. At Okauia, where divisional headquarters and No. 1 company were situated, D office personnel operated their new mobile signal office and B cable section also came into the picture, being engaged in laying miles of cable forward of division to enable the use of telephones and fullerphones.

            
In the meantime selected personnel from headquarters and No. 1 companies returned to camp in Hamilton to receive a mosquito net and tropical clothing prior to departure as unit representatives in a divisional advanced party for an unknown destination overseas. This party comprised Lieutenant Garters, Sergeant (later Warrant-Officer 2nd Class) N. Jones, Corporal (later Sergeant) H. B. Breach, Corporal (later Staff-Sergeant) 

F. R. Nicol and Signalman P. B. Ralfe. Sergeant (later Lieutenant) R. H. C. Crawley went with the party as an 8th Brigade representative. The party sailed from Wellington on 28 October aboard the 
Crescent City.

            
On 30 October artillery signal sections left Claudelands to entrain for Pahautanui and Judgeford camps near Wellington,
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where sections N, P and X became attached to the 33rd Heavy Regiment, the 28th Heavy Anti-aircraft Regiment and 29th Light Anti-aircraft Regiment respectively. These regiments comprised the 17th Anti-aircraft Brigade. A road convoy of eight "vehicles transported the sections' equipment south, and the sections sailed from Wellington, embarking at 0100 hours on 5

November, aboard the 
Maui, which called at Auckland 
en route. Embarkation followed the short train journey from the camps to the wharves in blackedout carriages, and the sections did not participate in the seven days' furlough granted the remainder of the unit at this period. The headquarters and headquarters section of artillery signals remained behind, sailing with artillery regimental headquarters from Wellington on the 
President Munroe on 3 December.

            
General Barrowclough left Auckland at 6.15 am by Tasman Airways flying boat on 7 November, accompanied by members of his staff, which included Lieutenant-Colonel Burns. Claudelands was a hive of activity. Movement orders were being promulgated, personnel received their tropical issues, the rear party took over the communications and those who found themselves without a task in those last few days saw most of the streets of Hamilton in the course of route marches; Headed by' the Third New Zealand Division Band, members of No. 1 company, attired in full tropical dress and web, left a favourable impression when they paraded along the main street of the town during the last of these marches. The first men to depart in this movement were the messing sergeant, cook and two other ranks under Captain South, who left Claudelands on 16 November for Wellington where they joined the 
Brastagi as ship's quartermaster and party. Two days later the unit's motor transport left in convoy for Wellington via Waiouru, and three days later again-—21 November—unit headquarters, headquarters and No. 1 companies and the light aid detachment entrained at Frankton for Wellington also to join the 
Brastagi. The ship sailed the following afternoon at 3 pm. A surprise and disappointment, similar to that experienced by those who sailed on the 
Maui, was in store for the ship's complement the next day when the 
Brastagi anchored in the stream of the Auckland Harbour. No one was allowed ashore and to those who could see their own homes it was a case of 'so near and yet so far.' For a while, however, cross harbour ferries hugged in close to the transport as they passed in their journeys, allowing passengers to throw newspapers on to the decks. In convoy with two other transports carrying elements of the 43rd United States Division, and a destroyer escort, the 
Brastagi sailed from Auckland on 25 November 1942.

            


            
Base signals sailed from Wellington on the 
President Munroe along with artillery signals headquarters on 3 December, and the rear party with a large party of reinforcements from Claudelands under Lieutenant (later Captain) C. W. Watts, plus E, J and K sections, saiied from Auckland with the main division contingent on 29 December aboard the 
West Point. Just prior to sailing Captain Murray relinquished his appointment as officer commanding K section through being medically regraded, and the section proceeded overseas under the command of Second-Lieutenant Harris. Second-Lieutenant Stewart relinquished his appointment as second-in-command of J section to undertake cipher duties at base headquarters.

            
The advanced party was not aware of its destination when the 
Crescent City drew out into the stream from the wharf at Wellington. Hundreds of girls lined the windows and roof-tops of buildings in the vicinity and waved farewell—but the attraction was other allied servicemen, and not the New Zealanders who formed only a minor section of the troops on board. Accommodation was that of all transports. Bunks were narrow strips of canvas lashed inside tubular frames and tiered five high with little space between; in fact it was impossible to lie on the bunk and hold upright an average sized magazine, and the form of the body of the man above as he sagged in his canvas almost rubbed on the soldier below. In this already cramped space were strewn the soldier's sea kit, web gear, rifle, tin hat, respirator and life jacket. A taste of the reception which would be given to any inquisitive enemy aircraft on the journey was provided a few hours after leaving Wellington when every anti-aircraft gun on the ship (and they were numerous) opened fire, in practice, at a drogue being towed by a plane of the Royal New Zealand Air Force.

            
Lectures and medical parades were held on board, and fatigues such as sweeping the decks were done hourly in response to orders blared over the ship's sound system. The order in this instance was: 'Sweepers, man your brooms, a clean sweep fore and aft.' Another announcement was: 'Prepare to darken ship; the smoking lamp is out on all weather decks,' which meant no further smoking because of the black-out. The ship zigzagged as it ploughed its way towards a destination now known to be New Caledonia, an island 1,000 miles north of New Zealand in 

sub-tropical waters. Movies were shown every afternoon in the mess room, and the canteen or post exchange (PX) which opened for a limited period each day gave troops the opportunity of purchasing American commodities such as cigarettes, candy, biscuits and a host of other articles at exceptionally reasonable prices. Everyone could change two pounds of New Zealand currency into American dollars at the rate of four dollars to the pound, American coins and bills becoming, from that time on, the universal currency of the Force. Life jackets were worn at all times, and on the sounding of practice alarms, muster stations became the venue of all troops. An incident, which fortunately did not materialise as anything serious, occurred during one night on the 
Brastagi when all troops were roused from their bunks and sent scurrying to the decks. Someone had mistaken the blast of the ship's siren for a danger signal, whereas it was merely indicating a change in course to the remainder of the convoy. A reasonable feeling of safety was encouraged on viewing the accompanying destroyer which sped in ever-enlarging circles around the ship to ensure protection from enemy submarines. Daily the colour of the sea changed to a deep blue. It became warmer, too, and battledress was replaced by drill shirts and shorts. Everyone then came under the category of 'white leghorns' because of the colour of their skins.

            
The first glimpse of land attracted many to the decks. Visible for many miles out to sea were the barrage balloons guarding the skies above Nouméa and also the high wisp of smoke from the nickel works. Passing in through an opening in the reefs which surround New Caledonia, the ship passed a white lighthouse glistening in the sun as it towered above the small colourful atoll on which it is situated, but more breath-taking still was the view which greeted the troops soon after as the ship nosed its way through the submarine boom to the harbour proper. Lying at anchor under a tropical sun were some 90 ships ranged in size from destroyers to 'battle wagons' and aircraft carriers. Of readable interest to signals was the lamp station on the hill to the rear of the town which continuously blinked out messages to the ships in the harbour who in turn replied.

            
This journey was typical of that made by other transports and took just on four days, but an exception was provided by the dash of the 
West Point—pre-war pride of the American
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mercantile fleet. With destroyer escort she accomplished the journey from Auckland to Nouméa in 52 hours. Converted to a troop transport, the 
West Point carried 8,000 New Zealanders, included in which were approximately 250 divisional signals personnel. So great was the taxation on accommodation that two hours daily was the maximum time allowed any one person up on deck, so that everyone might enjoy the privilege. Although meals provided little attraction for many 'not so good' sailors, on most transports only two meals a day were served—namely, breakfast and dinner. The patience required in the mess queue (or chow line, to use our ally's term) was a good test of discipline. The speediest journey of all was that made by the aircraft in which Colonel Burns travelled. This machine alighted in the Nouméa Harbour after a little over six hours' flying time from New Zealand.

            
The 
Brastagi, on which unit headquarters, headquarters and No. 1 companies travelled, did not disembark its complement at Nouméa where it first anchored for two days, but left the harbour again to sail up the coast to berth at the recently constructed wharf at Nepoui, the 
Brastagi being the largest ship to have tied up there. Wharf accommodation at Nouméa was limited to about four ships, with the result that all transports lay in the stream, and troops disembarked into landing craft or barges for the trip to the shore. Prior to going ashore all watches were adjusted to conform with the standard time of New Caledonia, which is one hour behind that of New Zealand.
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Chapter Three

Anchor Block and Allied Base
            

            
Lying approximately 1,000 miles north o£ New Zealand and 800 miles east of Australia is the island of New Caledonia, a French possession, discovered in 1774 by the famous explorer Captain Cook. Little was it imagined, even on the outbreak of present hostilities, that in the year 1942 this island, measuring 249 miles long and 30 miles wide, with a population of 60,000— of whom only 17,000 were white—would become the anchor block and base for a great allied push in the extermination of the Japanese from the South-west Pacific. One thousand miles to the north-west of New Caledonia is Guadalcanal where, at that date, the naval, land and air forces of the United States and Japan were locked together in fierce combat for possession of an island occupied by the Japanese in their unopposed move southward through the Solomon Islands. Fighting was tough as American forces made a bold bid and captured the Henderson airfield from which they could operate their land-based planes and fly in much-needed munitions. This was the turning point of the battle, but it required increasing numbers of men to deliver the ultimate blow which pushed the last Jap into the sea. To achieve this end a call had to be made on the dwindling pool of divisions remaining in New Caledonia.

            
Reformed in New Zealand after service in Fiji was the Third Division of the Second New Zealand Expeditionary Force, all trained men, under the command of Major-General Barrowdough. So that the last United States division in New Caledonia could be released to go north, the Third Division commenced in 

October 1942 to leave the shores of New Zealand to take over the defence of New Caledonia. On arrival the division still retained its independent identity and command, but became an integral part of the forces under the command of 
Admiral W. F. Halsey, commander of the South Pacific area. Although New Caledonia is subtropical in climate there is little visible indication of tropical growth beyond occasional clumps of bamboo and cocoanut palm. Shingle streams flowing through greenish valleys, and scattered farms flanked by steep rugged hills, are a dominating feature. A French and native civilian population is thinly spread throughout the island in small villages, often many miles apart, along the few highways. On the high country which ridges the centre of the island growth in some parts is similar to that of New Zealand, but towards the west coast the guava and niaouli covered land presents a more parched appearance. Nouméa, capital and chief port of the colony, nestles in a circular basin of hills near the southern end of the island, and overlooks one of the finest land-locked harbours in the South-west Pacific. It possesses a wide industrial area of drab emporiums, shops, theatres and hotels, with a large residential area extending beyond. Streets are made more picturesque by a cosmopolitan population of 14,000, and race and colour know no bounds as natives of varied nationalities mingle with fashionably dressed French.

            
The advanced party landed on the wharf in Nouméa at two o'clock on the afternoon of 2 November. The dry heat was immediately noticeable, and rifles which had become wet from the salt spray coming ashore from the transport showed patches of rust very quickly. The natural thing to expect on arrival, as in Fiji, was natives, so no one was disappointed when he saw the wharf lined with big, muscular, curlytopped Kanakas, allegedly at work. The whole place was alive with activity and every type of crane or gadget which saved the man-handling of the thousands of tons of war equipment being landed seemed to be in use. Few ships could be berthed at the actual wharves, so the loading and unloading of ships in the harbour was carried out by means of self-propelled barges which drew alongside the ships and then ferried back to the shore with their cargo. It was an extremely tedious process. Aircraft droned overhead as they provided air cover for the warships at anchor. From the wharf large laden trucks in convoys, under the direction of military police, 
con-

tinuously departed, while jeeps, weaving everywhere, each bearing the designation of its occupants painted across the metal work below the windscreen, completed the animated scene. The New Zealand party was collected in American-driven command cars and transported to an established tented camp, known as Camp Stevens, a few miles south of the town. Traffic travelled on the right-hand side of the road, and the never-ending stream of vehicular traffic of the United States Services, moving at high speeds, day and night, left the newcomers gasping in amazement.

            
The signals party stayed at Camp Stevens for only two days before it moved further up the island, but its personnel did have the opportunity to 'do the town' and visit the American base message centre—or signal office, as New Zealanders knew it— with its battery of wireless sets, teleprinters and switchboards. The latter carried 1,000 telephone connections and accounted for the many cables straddled along the roadways. Two thousand miles of army cable were in use on the island, while the stocks in store of spare valves alone numbered 75,000. Eyes popped with envy. Apart from 'Hiya Noo Zealand' from American servicemen there was no tumultuous reception for this party, but an incident involving the Sigs was warming in its effect. The party was walking along one of the streets viewing the shops of Nouméa when a Frenchman who had spotted the traditional New Zealand peaked hats through the window from the interior of his emporium came running out on to the pavement to greet them. 'Are you the New Zealanders who fought on the Somme in the last war?' he asked in understandable English. 'They were our fathers/ replied the new arrivals, whereupon he excitedly shook hands and told them he was there too. He then elatedly ran back to the shop to tell the many customers that 'the New Zealanders are here/

            
Proceeding by truck 130 miles up the island on Route Coloniale, the advanced party passed through the township of Bourail, branched off on a cross-Island road which leads to Houailou, and settled near Néméara in a camp which had just been vacated by the Third Battalion of the 132nd United States Infantry Regiment. A few days later Sergeant Jones and Corporal Breach journeyed back to Nouméa to the United States Army base message centre to observe American signal procedure. On the return of Corporal Breach (Sergeant Jones remained in 

Nouméa attached to NZEF IP Base for liaison duty, handling messages to New Zealand), the advanced party took over the existing communications from the 132nd Regiment Headquarters Signals, about three miles away at Néméara. This included a message centre, complete with an exchange covering the area from La Foa to Nepoui, and a teletype machine which worked to an element of the 43rd United States Division at La Foa. Assisting as the exchange operators for a few days were three American signal personnel who also proved themselves adept as cooks of the American food which comprised the rations for the New Zealanders from arrival on the island. A day or so later, 22 November to be exact, advanced headquarters of Third New Zealand Division were established in this camp. Colonel Burns, who had been on the island since 
7 November, was also present, and the following day, in company with other divisional officers, carried out a preliminary reconnaissance of the proposed site for divisional headquarters at Moindah, some 30 miles further up the island. On the departure of the Americans communications were maintained day and night with the skeleton staff, but traffic was fortunately very light. Lieutenant Garters operated the teletype machine; his batman, Signalman Ralfe, took over the switchboard; Corporal Breach, the signal office; and Corporal Nicol, besides relieving in the signal office, prided himself on the feat of substituting for a missing cook and preparing meals, one of which was a formal dinner for the divisional staff. The 
menu for dinner on 25 November, American Thanks-giving Day, was unusual in that fresh turkey with cranberry sauce was served to the New Zealanders as well as to all the United States forces on the island that day.

            
First problem, however, was a fault which developed in the teletype cable to La Foa, caused by an exceptionally heavy electrical storm one evening. So vivid was the lightning that a photograph taken—using the lightning flash as the sole lighting for the exposure—was as clear as if taken by daylight. In order to locate the fault it was found necessary to hire two horses from the mission situated nearby and start on a cross-country trek-over unknown ground. The party was certainly versatile.

            
Meanwhile the 
Maui had arrived in Nouméa Harbour from New Zealand with the artillery signal sections. Anchoring on 11 November (Armistice Day), the sections observed the two 

minutes' silence on the deck of the transport. That afternoon General Barrowclough went on board and greeted the troops. N section landed late that afternoon, being transported to an American camp at Ansa Vata, where tents and stretchers were waiting already erected for them. Working parties from P and X sections stayed aboard to assist with the unloading. On 16 November P section went ashore, moving to Camp Stevens on the outskirts of the town. Four days later they again shifted, this time to the New Zealand transit camp at Dumbea where, with X section and representatives of N section, they took possession of their equipment from a dump which had accumulated since the unloading of the ship had commenced. N section was not so fortunate with its equipment, however, as a number of telephones, fullerphones and switchboards had slipped into the water when a barge foundered while being ferried ashore. A diver eventually recovered the equipment, but the use of it had been lost until it was fully reconditioned. N section then moved from Ansa Vata into the Nouméa township and formed a transit camp at Vallee du Tir. The area (which bordered the 'house of renown ') proved to be an old cemetery, and while the excavating of latrines was in progress a number of human bones were unearthed. Base Headquarters, NZEF IP, was temporarily established in this area, and N section supplied the communications.

            
X section moved about 160 miles up the island from Dumbea to Plaine des Gaiacs to commence operational duties on the air-field. P section moved up the island 60 miles to Oua Tom where personnel performed a similar function to X section, also on an airstrip. Regimental headquarters of the 33rd Heavy Regiment, to which N section was attached, then moved, together with a battery, to Ile Nou, an island in the Nouméa Harbour; while another battery of the same regiment occupied Point Tierre on the opposite side of the harbour. This gave a complete heavy artillery coverage of the inner entrance to the Nouméa Harbour which was a valuable target for the enemy. To the regimental headquarters and to both the batteries were attached signal personnel from N section. Soon afterwards base headquarters moved up the island to Bourail, and the transit camp at Vallee du Tir was closed down to be re-opened at Vallee des Colons, from where a Sub-Base Headquarters, NZEF JP, commenced to function. The remainder of N section moved too, and in supplying 

communications for subbase headquarters established an orderly room, a signal office, a No. 9 wireless station for communication with division, a quartermaster's store and a workshop. Following a short stay in this camp, the officer commanding N section moved his headquarters and orderly room across the harbour to Ile Nou and established it in the French concrete building occupied also by regimental headquarters. The signal office and wireless station, however, continued to function at Vallee des Colons, supplying the necessary communications for the subbase units until ultimately relieved by a detachment from base signals.

            
On the evening of 1 December 1942 unit headquarters, headquarters company, and No. 1 company reached Nepoui after having waited in the inlet most of the day for another ship to sail from the wharf. The general and Colonel Burns were at Nepoui to welcome the troops. On berthing, a ship's unloading party was detailed, and the remainder of the unit came ashore to be whisked by trucks to a tented staging camp which had been erected by the advanced party on the hillside of Nepoui Valley about three miles from the wharf. The camp site had not been cleared of the guava which covered the area, with a consequent result that it was a real scramble to get into the tents, especially in the dark. Candles were issued, however, and the men soon had their gear unpacked, mosquito nets erected, and had turned in for the night, A member of the advanced party who was present had a busy time answering a barrage of questions which covered every topic from the weather to the women on the island. On the following day the ship's unloading party manned the winches and commenced a clock-round unloading of the many tons of unit equipment, ammunition, and motor transport which the ship's hatches had concealed. The dry heat was immediately felt by most, and it was not long before self-appointed barbers were doing a brisk business clipping scalps bald. The changed appearance of each new 'victim' raised many a laugh among his mates. Each day working parties from No. 1 company left the transit camp by truck for the 20-mile journey southward to Moindah, where unit headquarters, headquarters and No. 1 companies were to become established. Major Wilson supervised the layout and construction, and out of the large area of ground allocated to the unit he wisely selected an elevated site for the 

camp itself. The site, which was covered with a coarse grass studded with uninteresting niaouli trees, neighboured on that of divisional headquarters in the locality later occupied by all divisional units.

            
With the gradual unloading of the 
Brastagi's cargo the transit camp became a centre of activity, and unit representatives endeavoured to sort out and claim their own gear from the giant dump which accumulated. A convoy of signals vehicles moved the unit to the new area on 6 December, where each soldier was allocated his future home under canvas. Roads in the camp were designated merely by running a truck through the guava scrub in the required direction, and pushing over with the front bumper any niaouli trees which happened to be in the way. The 67th LAD, attached to divisional signals, also camped in the area and soon established motor transport workshops.

            
The camp was in close proximity to the Moindah River—a cool, clear stream, ideal for swimming and washing. It was reached by following, for about 300 yards, what became a well-worn track over the grass covered terraces below the tented area. Here the erection of a dam of boulders across the river created a swimming pool 50 feet wide, 250 yards long, and varying from three to six feet in depth, which was second to none on the island. Lined by colourful trees, with the blue cloudless skies reflected in its clear waters, the pool precincts contrasted with the surroundings to such an extent that, apart from being a place to wash sticky bodies, it was a refreshing spot in which to relax both body and mind. The tents were new and camouflaged green. They consisted of an inner and an outer fly, the latter breaking the rays of the tropical sun and making the air reasonably cool inside. Made in India, they were known as IPs (Indian pattern), while a larger size, which was more house-like in appearance and generally used for office accommodation or stores, was known as IPP. Translated, this meant 'Indian pattern, private.' With the IPs the general practice was to raise the height of the centre poles and extend the outer edges of the tent to allow more freedom of movement within. Six men could live comfortably in one, but the number varied according to the rank of the occupants. On the roofs inside the tents were cord loops and tapes from which were slung the mosquito nets. The nets remained tied to these loops and tapes, and the sides were merely lowered and tucked
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under the blankets when required. Bedcots were camp stretchers, each man having one on issue to him.

            
Simultaneously with settling; in was the job of establishing communications.In this respect A wireless, B cable and D signal office sections were kept busy. The wiring of the divisional area for telephone communications was commenced, and lines of W 110 cable were laid to Nepoui and Bourail (20 and 25 miles respectively on either side of Moindah). A wireless link, using No. 9 sets, was instituted between Moindah and the Nepoui staging camp, while other members of the wireless section were engaged in establishing a wireless station at Koumac (about 120 miles north of Moindah) to provide communication for formations in the northern sector of the island until the arrival of K section, and in erecting a high-power transmitter to form a rear link with New Zealand from base in the township of Bourail. As it was now some time since members of the unit had had access to a canteen, cigarettes and toilet requisites were becoming increasingly scarce. Much appreciated, therefore, was the action of the colonel who, on his return from a conference in Nouméa, filled the available space in his car with comforts which he purchased on the camp's behalf from American sources. This enabled the immediate establishment of a unit canteen,.

            
Headquarters and headquarters section of artillery signals, together with base signals, arrived in Nouméa on 8 December from New Zealand on the 
President Munroe and immediately moved to the Dumbéa transit camp where they spent a week before journeying further up the island. Captain Heatherwick established his headquarters alongside those of divisional signals at Moindah. Base signals travelled about 25 miles less distance to establish themselves at the township of Bourail. Acting as an advanced party to base units the section opened the Bourail Camp, and commenced to operate a signal office from a tent erected in a paddock at the northern end of the town. This was only a temporary measure, however, and a house was soon acquired for the purpose but, on its occupation by Headquarters, NZEF IP, the office again moved, this time to a prefabricated hut which had been erected towards the rear of the house. A switchboard was installed and the normal office and despatch rider services commenced operation immediately.

            
Bourail is the second town of New Caledonia, and is situated 

approximately halfway up the island near the west coast. Homes and shops flank the main road, Route Coloniale, on either side for a distance of about half a mile. The shops are mostly provision stores selling a wide variety of household requirements, and Australia seemed to be their main source of supply. A butcher's shop, invariably with an audience of dogs, never looked very inviting, while two or three restaurants and a not very palatial hotel had little to offer to the New Zealanders. Other buildings consisted of the Town Hall, Public Works Department's offices and the Post and Telegraph Office, but by far the most imposing was the dignified Roman Catholic church which overlooked Bourail Square and the Jeanne d' Arc statue in the centre of the township. The town at that time of the year looked attractive to the new arrival. Flamboyant trees, laden with red flowers, provided relief to the sore eyes of weary truck drivers and their passengers as the vehicles rumbled through the avenue of blooms which bordered the road at each entrance to the township. To the rear of the main street it was a different story, however, with hovels of homes, dirty by-ways and poor sanitation.

            
Although the establishment of communications had naturally taken priority over the work of improving sections' camp areas, the approach of Christmas was not allowed to pass without some thought for activities on Christmas Day. On 25 December operational duties were reduced to a minimum, and church services were conducted by padres in the morning. In the afternoon at the Moindah camp a swimming carnival was held in the river, the pool being laid out in lanes with rope lines buoyed by small lengths of cane over a distance of 50 yards. Among the many spectators was the general who honoured the unit with his presence. Excitement ran high as members of the unit battled it out in racing, diving, relay and novelty events. A wireless section won the most points for the afternoon. Highlight of the day was Christmas dinner, which commenced at 5 pm. As yet the unit had no mess room, but tables and forms were arranged on a cleared piece of ground. From wires strung between poles around the area were hung truck loads of branches of brilliant flamboyant blooms. The appearance of the tables as the gathering sat down to dinner was a memorable one. The usual rations had been supplemented by local purchases out of regimental funds, and the allowance made by the army itself of one shilling 

a head, subsidised with a further grant of a shilling a head by the National Patriotic Fund Board, to be expended on extras for the men, was a contributing factor to the success of the function. Corporal R. Crothers and his cooks had a busy day preparing the meal of fresh meat, vegetables, sauces, steam puddings, fruit salad, savouries and five big Christmas cakes. Empty containers left little doubt as to the participants'appreciation of their efforts. Cigarettes, candy and beer were on the 
menu too. Again the general paid a visit, walking around between the tables and chatting to the men. One of the noticeable features of the tropics is the short twilight, so it was not long after mess when, under a starlit sky, festivities were continued in the form of an impromptu concert and community sing. Similarly the three artillery signals sections and base signals had participated in festivities with the units to which they were attached.

            
Back in New Zealand were the rear party and reinforcements at Claudelands, J section at Cambridge, K section at Te Aroha, and E section at Tirau. They had Christmas dinner in their respective camps, but many signalmen accepted invitations and enjoyed the hospitality of the people in adjacent homes. Four days later, on 29 December, these sections sailed from Auckland aboard the 
West Point with the main body of the division for New Caledonia. On arrival at Nouméa the Claudelands rear party plus the 86 reinforcements disembarked, but E, J and K sections remained aboard in the harbour till the early hours of the morning of 3 January when they transferred to the Dutch freighter 
Welterhreden, which drew alongside. The freighter sailed from Nouméa at 6 am, carrying 1,800 troops (with neither rafts nor life jackets as safety measures) and berthed at Nepoui at 4.30 pm that afternoon. Travelling up the coast in the hot sun on a cramped deck was not an enviable experience. On berthing E and K sections went by truck to the Nepoui staging camp, and J section was whisked direct to its future home with 8th Brigade Headquarters at the head of the Népoui Valley. The following day K section left by truck for Taom, a distance of about 40 miles north of Nepoui, where it became established with 14th Brigade Headquarters. E section remained in the staging camp for a few days before also moving up the Nepoui Valley to the headquarters of the 17th Field Regiment. The whole of the unit of the Third Divisional Signals 

was now on the island, with the various sections spread from Nouméa to Taom, or virtually from one end of the island to the other.

            
The entire division was linked when wireless communications were established between brigades and divisional headquarters at Moindah. J section's immediate task was the erection of a pole line to the brigade units and to E section, while E section was kept busy establishing and maintaining communications with the batteries of the regiment. Every section on the island had a signal office, and an ever-increasing number of despatches and messages was handled daily. With the gradual laying of lines by the respective line parties fullerphones (which in transmission maintained the security of messages without the necessity of enciphering) came into use between the brigade sections and base in links to No. 1 company at division. Exchanges (10-line universal call), through which telephone calls in the respective areas passed, were standard section equipment and, like every signal office and wireless set, they were in operation 24 hours a day. Despatch riders, or 'couriers' as they became more familiarly known, using jeeps for conveyance, left daily from division on scheduled services. Base signals, brigade, field regiment and artillery sections' couriers covered their local areas. Connections were also made with the courier from the United States 43rd Division. Each section periodically issued a duplicated telephone directory of the subscribers in its own area, and for security reasons each unit, telephone, and wireless station had its code name which was changed from time to time. Revised signal diagrams were also prepared as routes of communication varied. Barely had E, J and K sections settled in their respective camps than heavy rains flooded them out. Their camps were quagmires, and in each instance they had to shift their complete organisation to higher sites on ground in the same area. At Moindah, too, the full effect of the prolonged downpour had been experienced, but apart from muddy roads and tracks the camp did not become waterlogged. To No. 1 company became attached a small section of American pigeoneers. Arriving complete with living accommodation, mobile loft, birds and vehicles, these men soon became firm friends with members of the unit. Their birds, gifts from patriotic fanciers in New York and Chicago, were not used extensively to carry messages operationally, but were 
con-

tinually flown from different parts of the island in training flights.

            
In January 1943, with the formation of a third brigade known as the 15th Infantry Brigade, L signal section came into being under the command of Captain Garters. This section was composed of a sprinkling of signalmen and non-commissioned officers from the already established sections, but mainly with reinforcements from the newly arrived contingent. Brigade headquarters was established at Néméara, with the signal office operating from the same building as that which the advanced party had occupied on its arrival in the area two months previously. An exchange was installed, and wireless and fullerphone communications were established with division and base.

            
The death from sickness of Signalman G. M. Skinner, on 30 January 1943 in the 109th Station Hospital, brought to the unit its first loss in New Caledonia. The body was conveyed to Nouméa, where the following day it was interred with full military honours at an impressive service attended by Colonel Burns and members of the unit.

            
On 1 February base signals ceased to function as a section of the parent unit and became a self-accounting unit. This did not in any way affect the communications, which continued as before. The same month Captain Heatherwick relinquished the appointment of officer commanding artillery signals to become administrative officer, Third Divisional Signals, and officer commanding headquarters company, with promotion to the rank of major. Captain Clarke assumed command of artillery signals, and Lieutenant Watts filled the appointment of adjutant, previously held by Captain Clarke, and Lieutenant Eady relinquished command of artillery signals headquarters Section to take command of N section attached to the 33rd Heavy Regiment at lie Nou, on Lieutenant Hanson's admission to hospital.

            
With liberal labour available from reinforcements, the camp was beginning to assume a neat and well laid out appearance. To anyone wishing to locate it from Route Coloniale, they turned into a camp road identified by a signboard bearing the numbers 24, 25 and 3 painted on a background of the signals colours of blue and white. These numbers represented unit headquarters, No. 1 company, and headquarters artillery signals, and were to be found not only at the camp entrance, but also on all vehicles 

and equipment belonging to the unit as a means of identification. The sections also used allotted numbers for the same purpose. Following a new metal road into the camp, the first scene of activity to attract attention was the light aid detachment with its tarpaulin-covered workshop, mobile store, orderly room, ramp and breakdown truck. The roads of the island were treacherously rough and spared no vehicle, so the mechanics were never short of work. Breaking off to the left was another well formed camp road, for the vehicles of artillery signals, which led around past the men's mess. A short distance past the LAD was M section, complete with battery charger (Frankenstein), mounted on a vehicle, a mobile workshop where all technical repairs were effected, and a tented office. A few yards further along the road was the motor transport park flanking one side, and on the other the petrol station (or POL) from which an attendant issued petrol, oil and lubricants to the unit's and visiting vehicles.

            
Continuing a little further, the bootmaker's shop and quartermaster stores were reached. The latter consisted of three IP tents joined together in succession and raised considerably from the ground, allowing ample storage and walking space within. Next the store was a large marquee containing the offices of Major Heatherwick, the quartermaster, regimental quartermaster-sergeant, and headquarters company orderly room. The marquee had no covering fly, and the heat inside gave the occupants a fair imitation of a turkish bath. Running at right angles to the camp entrance road was another road, or what may be termed the 'main street' of the camp. Bordering this roadway, in the centre of the camp, was the unit headquarters mobile orderly room and a tented office occupied by the officer commanding, Third Divisional Signals. From a niaouli flagpole in front of the orderly room flew the flag of the New Zealand Corps of Signals. Southwards along 'main street' was No. 1 company quartermaster's store, the officers', warrant-officers' and sergeants-messes and cook-house, and the living quarters of the officers, warrant-officers and sergeants. On the southerly boundary of the unit's area was the 5th Provost Company, but to reach the signal office, cipher office and exchange it was necessary to continue further along this road past the various other units to divisional headquarters where D section carried out its operational duties. Northwards from the centre of the camp 

was No, 1 company orderly room (an IP tent), ration stores (two adjoining IPP tents), men's cook-house, the tent lines of personnel, artillery signals headquarters and headquarters section, and their quartermaster's store, workshops and tent lines. Electric light was provided for the offices in divisional headquarters and in orderly rooms, mess rooms and canteen in the signals camp itself, when electricians from M section wired and connected the areas to the battery charging plant. The advent of electric light, combined with the opening of the officers' new mess, led the unit's paper, 
Niaouli News, to quip that the mess was 'all lit up.'

            
Everyone began to settle down in what was to be their home for quite a few months. No effort was spared to make tent life as comfortable as possible and, providing tidiness was maintained, considerable latitude was generally allowed. The cots were comfortable to sleep on and they possessed the added advantage of being collapsible. This enabled a signalman to carry easily his bed with him when the occasion arose for shifting quarters—-and in the army this is frequent. The canvases on the cots were, however, subject to deterioration, and many a man had the dubious pleasure of sleeping on a split canvas until it could be replaced. Candles were generally used for lighting in the tents, although the ingenuity of the average signalman played a part in the devising of lighting either from acquired six-volt car batteries or a wick and kerosene. The cord inside the tents (intended for the suspension of mosquito nets) made an ideal wick. Owing to the low power of lighting within the camp, blackout restrictions were not enforced except during an emergency.

            
A popular man on ration day was the ration storeman on whom the demand for empty boxes was always great. Arranged alongside men's beds, sometimes fitted with hinged doors or shelves, they were ideal for the storing of clothes and personal effects. Working parties brought back to the camps many truck loads of bamboo, which was found growing up to 50 feet in height along the river banks, Cut and split into short lengths, it was at first thought ideal when bound together for use as sides for the tents, but its eventual riddling by the borer created such a thick dust over articles in the tent that its further use in this manner was discontinued. Eagerly sought after were the 

tins in which the flour and dehydrated vegetables were packed. These, with the top removed and a handle of fencing wire, were used to carry water for ablutions or for soaking grubby clothes. A small bench with a rack on which to hang a shaving mirror formed the bathroom found outside many tents.

            
Daily routine consisted of sick parade at 6 am, breakfast at 
7 am, lunch at noon, and dinner at 5 pm—all with the inevitable queue up. Because of the number of men always on duty it was also necessary to serve a late or early mess wherever signals were stationed. In the Moindah camp reveille and tattoo were sounded daily but they did not affect those on shift duty manning signal offices and exchanges, cipher personnel or wireless operators. A parade for the inspection of rifles and dress was held daily (except Sundays) at 8 am for all off-duty personnel of No. 1 company, on a small parade ground which extended between unit headquarters and the sergeants' lines. Similarly, unit headquarters and headquarters company held a parade one morning a week on their parade ground alongside the bootmaker's shop. Dress for duty at divisional headquarters consisted of felt hat, open-necked shirt, shorts, half hose, puttees and black boots for other ranks, but camp construction parties were naturally allowed to digress from this order.

            
Most days were scorching hot, with the consequent result that shirts had a short life owing to the continual sweating of the wearer. In the other sections more latitude was generally allowed in personal dress, and anklets were invariably worn in place of puttees. 'Longs' were worn to evening mess, and they also provided protection against mosquitoes which came to life at dusk. At periods when 
dengue fever became prevalent long trousers were also worn during the daytime as added protection against the mosquito. In the divisional area, where the operational function of the unit was carried out some distance from the actual living quarters, rifles, steel helmets, and respirators were carried to duty.

            
Important as they were, fatigues were a bogey to most signalmen, but they had to be done. Daily, at Moindah, Regimental Sergeant-Maj or Holden displayed on the notice board a list of those detailed for duty the following day as mess orderlies, for assisting in the cook-house, or for burning empty tins. Many were employed on camp construction work which consisted
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of digging latrine pits, forming camp roads, metalling them with rock which had to be quarried, digging drains, and the multitude of jobs which are necessary to maintain a camp in good order. It was a never-ending task. Members of the unit who did not at some time queue up at the QM store to draw shovels, picks, crowbars, or axes must be few, and the bodies of these men were bronzed even more as they scorched in the sun in the course of their toil. Mecca of everyone as they came off duty was the river, and much envied were those who had finished their duties early and could relax in the cool waters during the heat of the day. A late attraction was hot showers, provided regularly each week by a mobile shower unit which did the rounds. It stopped at a location in the camp where adequate drainage was provided, and the vehicle, complete even to furnace, water tanks and adjustable pipes with roses, would spray a refreshing flow of hot water. Although the rivers were generally sufficient for bathing, the shower unit owed its popularity to the fact that it had been many months since most men had had the opportunity of a good lather-up under hot water.

            
In the evenings those who were free wrote letters, lay on their beds, read, or played cards. The popular 
rendezvous for many more were the road-houses, YMCA huts, or recreation huts in the various camp areas. There one could play cards, read, listen to the radio, just talk or, what was more important to a New Zealander, get a cup of tea. Some evenings there were movies or a concert to attend. Educational lectures for off-duty personnel were held one night a week in the men's mess, at Moindah, over a number of weeks. In the first lecture the colonel outlined the purpose of the talks and continued to speak on 'The Formation of the Division,' a topic of importance to all signalmen. In the series which followed. Captain Hanna discussed many simple 'First Aid' expedients that could be employed in attending a casualty until he was under the care of a medical officer or orderly. Malaria was another topic. Everyone knew that sooner or later he would find himself moving northwards to the malarial zone, and just how much it would be likely to affect normal health if contracted was naturally of paramount importance. One lecture given by Major N. V. North, of the malarial control unit, using films to illustrate the activities of the malaria-carrying 
anopheles mosquito and the steps employed to reduce to a 
mini-

mum the possibility of catching malaria, did much to enlighten confused minds on the subject.

            
To men, rough and tough, camped out in 'the blue' for many long months without the influencing effect of women or the general round of social activities found in normal life, it might be generally conceded that the groomed appearance of an individual would lapse considerably. This, however, was not the case, and the opportunity to 'dress up' in a neatly pressed drill shirt and trousers after duty was the inherent pride of most men. Well used were the petrol irons, and in some instances electric models wired to operate from camp 110-volt electrical systems were available for use in the recreational huts. A simpler expedient to achieve neatness was to fold the clothing as desired, place under a blanket on the cot and sleep on it. This was the more common practice. On Sundays, communications continued as on the other six days of the week, although generally it was regarded as a day off. Church services were conducted every Sunday morning in the recreation huts, and compulsory church parades were held periodically—usually in the open air, but at most times attendance was voluntary. Subject to the applicant's being free from signal duties, leave was always granted to attend services elsewhere should one so desire, and in the instance of Roman Catholics vehicles were provided to take them to the nearest service. A popular innovation in the Moindah camp was the running of trucks to the Bourail beach on Sunday mornings following church services. Although 30 miles away over rough roads, it was accepted as a means of relaxation from camp life, and everyone enjoyed the trips. Base signals were only a few miles away from the beach, and among the surf teams of the force, which patrolled the beach and effected numerous rescues, was one from that unit.

            
From time to time, too, wireless crews were despatched to different parts of the island, complete with wireless stations, tentage and rations for a few days. Communications were maintained throughout, and valuable experience was gained on these trips, but their best feature was the opportunity of affording personnel a break in the months of monotony. A description of camp routine at Moindah would be incomplete without mention of Corporal O. S. Lincoln's sunrise serenade. Waking much earlier in the morning than others, he saw no reason why the 

rest of the camp should not suffer likewise, so breaking forth into song, interspersed with a few words of 'advice' to the sergeants still in their beds, his voice would carry from the colonel's tent at one end of the camp to artillery signals lines at the other. A bugle was later substituted for the sounding of reveille, but which was the lesser of the two evils no one ever decided.

            
To the average person visiting a signals camp there seemed little to justify such a large body of men, but tucked away just off the beaten track were signal and cipher offices, exchanges and wireless stations, together with the necessary linesmen and despatch riders—all in perfect coordination throughout the force —receiving and forwarding hundreds of messages and despatches daily. The unit was not training, it was doing its job. The hour of the day or night, or seeming unimportance of a message was of no consequence. The full facilities were involved to ensure its speediest delivery.

            
Regimental signallers maintained communications within their own battalions, but attached to each battalion were divisional signals radio operators, conveying traffic by wireless to the respective brigade headquarters. At and to the rear of brigade headquarters the signal personnel were entirely made up of men from divisional signals. From the brigades signal traffic converged to division, and from there to base which was in constant wireless communication with Army Headquarters, Wellington. Coordinated within this setup were the divisional signals sections attached to the headquarters of the anti-aircraft, heavy artillery, and field regiments, with divisional artillery headquarters as the terminal for their transmissions. To enable the early establishment of the rear link to New Zealand, members of A wireless section of No. 1 company left Moindah shortly after their arrival, to install at base high-power wireless equipment in prefabricated huts and to erect aerials at a selected site on the hill just to the rear of the township of Bourail. This became known as Gracefield, the 250-watt transmitter of which went on the air with excellent results on 13 December. Within a few days a steady flow of messages was being sent and received. Messages on this link, however, did not remain confined to operational and administrative traffic, as war correspondents' despatches for distribution to the New Zealand newspapers were also handled. When the French vacated Ballandes provision store in 

the centre of Bourail the two-storied, whitewashed building became the headquarters of Brigadier W. W. Dove, CBE, MC (Officer in Charge of Administration but more generally known as OICA) and the New Zealand Expeditionary Force in the Pacific. The signal office consequently moved there, and the coolness of this new home was immediately appreciated.

            
Within a short period sub-exchanges of 10-line switchboards were in operation at base ordnance depot in Bourail, base reception depot at Tene Valley, and at the 4th General Hospital at Boguen Valley. The main exchange carried 30 lines, which included a trunk to the French civilian exchange for the dissemination of hurricane and air raid warnings. Long hours were being worked by members of the section, and shifts up to 17 hours were not uncommon. Numerous fullerphone circuits were operated covering division, 4th General Hospital, 15th Brigade, and 8th Brigade some 50 miles away at Bouloupari. The fuller-phone and exchange at the hospital were operated by members of the Women's Auxiliary Army Corps. Base also had a busy cipher section where all messages for transmission over the rear link to New Zealand were enciphered. In command of this secretive department was Second-Lieutenant K. O. Stewart.

            
The communications for subbase of HQ, NZEF IP, at the transit camp in Vallee des Colons, Nouméa, was originally provided by N section, which was attached to the 33rd Heavy Regiment in that area, but on base signals becoming a self-contained unit with a proportionately increased establishment, it became possible to provide a subbase detachment of eventually 21 men to relieve N section. It also allowed the taking over from A wireless section of the operation of the rear link transmitter. Actually the same operators became absorbed into base signals. Subsequently officered by Second-Lieutenant J. W. R. Troup and Second-Lieutenant L. R. Jones, the first senior member of the subbase detachment was Warrant-Officer 2nd Class E. J. Fitzgerald. A signal office was established, an exchange on which the operator answered 'New Zealand switchboard,' and a No. 9 wireless station to cover the 120 miles span to a similar set at base.

            
At divisional headquarters No. 1 company commenced to operate within a few hours of entering Moindah camp. D section operated its mobile signal office, with exchange and 
fuller-

phones, from the centre of the camp, but this was only temporary. A week later, with the establishment of divisional headquarters alongside the unit, D section moved to a central position among the tented offices. This proved to be a permanent position for the duration of activities in New Caledonia. The exchange and cipher staffs continued to operate from mobile offices, but the signal office found cooler quarters in an adjacent IPP tent. Because of their single-thickness canvas hoods, the trucks became uncomfortably hot for work during the daylight hours. B and D section linesmen got little rest, as the divisional area, Bourail, and Nepoui were quickly linked to the switchboard. At first a 10-line universal call exchange provided a sufficiently large switchboard, but this later had to be enlarged to cope with an increase to 20 and subsequently 30 lines, many of which were party connections. Within the signal office itself packing cases and tables were well utilised to furnish an efficiently working office. In an attached wing the fullerphone circuits, previously in the truck, were terminated at a table from which operators worked, with a maximum of comfort under the circumstances, to base signals at Bourail, K section (14th Brigade) at Nepoui, and L section (15th Brigade) at Néméara. Despatch riders using jeeps commenced their scheduled journeys from this focal point, travelling daily as far northwards as Taom, and reaching Oua Tom on the southward run.

            
Natives were employed to build three separate 
bures to house the signal office, cipher section, and the exchange, into which the respective elements moved as soon as they were completed. The mobile units were then dispensed with. Cipher was playing an important part in the security of wireless transmissions, and all sections had within their ranks trained cipher personnel. All wireless messages liable to fall into enemy hands were enciphered. Runners on duty at the signal office had a particularly wide area to cover in the delivery of messages, although latterly the acquisition of a bicycle saved many miles of tramping in the daylight hours. It was a good mile from the divisional engineers at one end of the area to divisional ordnance workshops at the other end. A camp road extended between the two units, but its condition varied according to the interest of the units bordering it, and the weather. The use of a bicycle after dark was therefore out of the question. Signal time was 
trans-

mitted at 8 o'clock each morning by telephone to units, while time could be checked at any hour merely by ringing the exchange. The signal office claimed that the division rotated on its time, but the 
Niaouli News in one issue ventured the remark that it was more likely to be the other way round and that it 'rotated' the division.

            
Hidden away in the niaouli trees in the vicinity of the signal office were three tents containing wireless stations operated by members of the A wireless section of No. 1 company. Using No. 9 sets, links were maintained with the 8th, 14th and 15th Brigades. The link to 14th Brigade at Taom was continuous, with excellent reception, but transmission to 8th and 15th Brigades was commenced only in the event of the fuller/phones going out of operation. Communications with American headquarters and subbase—both in Nouméa—were maintained, the American link being operated from a mobile station by American personnel who became attached to No. 1 company. Signals over this long span were mainly good, although sometimes heavy interference had to be contended with during the night hours. Night operators had other problems, too, besides the recording of dots and dashes which crackled through the ether. It was often bitingly cold, especially around three or four in the morning, while mosquitoes simply lost all sense of proportion in their desire to suck a man dry of blood. M section maintained a steady flow of charged batteries, each No. 9 set requiring four 125 AH batteries a day to keep it on the air, A maintenance man in a jeep visited each station every morning and evening to disconnect and collect the two expended batteries, and to replace them with freshly charged ones.

            
B cable section of No. 1 company had a full time job ahead of them. Daily two cable wagons left the camp loaded with personnel, reels of cable, ladders, mechanical cable layers and pole climbers. There was very little of the road—or the people on it—which they did not know. French civilian lines ran the length of the island and in many instances advantage was taken of the existing poles to affix the division's lines. The cable laid was mostly American twist (W 110). The procedure was for the section to draw rations each day for the midday meal, of which they partook on the road, returning to the camp each evening. A faultman remained in camp, and in the event of a 

fault developing on any line he was immediately despatched to locate and if possible repair the trouble. One of the main problems was the induction from the French lines, and on occasions it interrupted speech over the long lines to base from divisional headquarters. To anyone unable to speak the language it was amusing to listen to the French, especially the fluctuations in the voices, and what sounded like an excessive number of 
ouis.

            
Following the original laying of lines by B cable section to Plaine des Gaiacs and Nepoui, the maintenance of these cables northwards of Moindah became the responsibility of artillery signals. B cable section then continued to operate south of the camp where they erected lines from Moindah to base signals at Bourail, and to the 5th Brigade at Néméara; from base signals to base reception depot in the Tene Valley and to the 4th General Hospital in the Boguen Valley. They also overhauled an existing line from base to 15th Brigade. From this alone can be judged what kept the section on a seven days a week schedule which lasted for two months after arrival. The section then rendered assistance (with artillery signals) to the United States Signal Corps in the construction and maintenance of a new poled line to facilitate communication between the Tontouta and Plaine 'des Gaiacs airfields, which were 118 miles apart. The next task to confront the section was the overhauling of some 40 miles of cross-country line providing a circuit from base signals to J section at Bouloupari. For sheer hard work under trying conditions the men, who worked in relays of eight, excelled themselves.

            
The route was cross-country to the hospital, whence it followed the Boguen Valley for a distance of nine miles before climbing over mountainous and heavily bushed country, eventually reaching the steep Firano Road and terminating at Saramea. The line had originally been laid by the United States Signal Corps some months previously, but it had deteriorated to such an extent that it became unworkable. Linemen traversed the entire distance on foot as they examined and overhauled the line. Mention of 16 barred pieces requiring reinsulating, in the 12 miles before the hospital was reached, and a further 22 in the first three miles beyond, gives some indication of the work entailed. The detachment had with it a jeep for which it was necessary to hack a track as the party progressed. On this the men carried their gear, and in addition two TP tents in which they camped 


en route. Expert driving was called for in handling the jeep, for in many parts it was a sheer drop into the river below from the rough rocky trail they blazed over the mountains. Food was often short, while storms (which further damaged the line), excessive heat and mosquitoes added to the privations suffered. Forty-six miles in three days and 58 miles in four days were two walks recorded through the bush when detachments arrived to bring relief.

            
Within the divisional camp area itself, line construction to the exchange and maintenance was carried out by linemen of D section, pride of their trade being the neat appearance of the multitude of lines which entered the exchange. J section's stay in the Nepoui Valley was of only six weeks duration. Communications and their camp life were just becoming routine when, on the movement from the island of the United States 43rd Division, the 8th New Zealand Brigade (to whom J section was attached) moved southwards to Bouloupari to fill the gap left in the island's defences. From the new location the wireless channel to divisional headquarters was continued, using a No. 9 set. At first this provided a 24-hour continuous service but, on the establishment of a fullerphone line from Bouloupari to base, wireless communication was limited to hourly 'skeds,' No. 11 sets were used to link the 29th, 34th and 36th Infantry Battalions with brigade headquarters, and the section's operators were engaged on all these links. A twice daily despatch rider service covered a route of approximately 30 miles. Manoeuvres with the brigade were frequent and the Mount St. Vincent and Oua Tom areas became very familiar to members of the section, a highlight of one show being the feat of establishing a No. 11 radio station, complete with heavy 85 AH batteries plus spares, on the summit of Mount St. Vincent. The signal office and exchange were located in a native-built 
bitre vacated by the United States Signal Corps of the 43rd Division.

            
K section, attached to the 14th Brigade at Taom formed the northern link of the division's communication system, and was in continuous communication with divisional headquarters, using a No. 9 set. In turn brigade was in communication with its own operators who keyed out messages on No. 11 sets from the 30th Battalon stationed 48 miles further north at Koumac. The 37th Battalion, which was camped adjacent to brigade headquarters,

was connected by line communication only. On the same wireless net as that of the 30th Battalion was the brigade's administrative centre at Nepoui where the 35th Battalion of the brigade was stationed and a detachment from K section operated a signal office. At Taom the exchange and No. 9 set were contained within the busy signal office. On the arrival of the despatch rider from divisional headquarters late each afternoon a further courier from the section left for Koumac, returning the same evening. Fullerphones were not in use at Taom, but they were extensively employed at the administrative centre in communication with divisional headquarters, the 35th Battalion and the Nepoui wharf. A P. and T. type 30-line switchboard was used ? by the detachment.

            
An interesting feature of the brigade's manoeuvres held at the end of April was the movement of K section's complete signal office, exchange, wireless stations, and battery-charging equipment. Leaving Taom, the section journeyed south to Nepoui in trucks, and from there the brigade advanced northwards with the township of Pouembout as the military objective. Accompanying the advanced brigade headquarters, the signal office was completely established 
en route. The line party had a particularly hectic time. It rained heavily, lines were damaged by bren carriers, and others were 'cut.' The whole advanced operation took place during the night, and included the crossing of the Pouembout River on a bridge constructed by the engineers. Despatch riders had little rest, and the wireless operators had their share in the manoeuvre, the success of which was afterwards expressed by Brigadier L. Potter, DSO, officer commanding 14th Brigade, in congratulating the section on the high standard of communications provided. An unusual service was established when radio operators with four No. 11 sets maintained communication to brigade from mobile wireless stations in jeeps, as they accompanied the infantry on a route march from Taom to Nepoui.

            
Personnel for the formation of I section (which became attached to the headquarters of the new 15th Brigade) were drawn from a wide variety of sources, but it was not long after the section's commencement of operations at Néméara in January 1943 that it was moulded into a smooth-working and efficient section. Although not exactly flush in appointments, an old two-room concrete and mud shack, previously occupied by an interned 

Japanese, proved ideal as a cool signal office. In addition to this members of the section built a serviceable wireless shack, workshop and store. From the signal office fullerphones were operated to the Scots and Ruahine Battalions, to base and divisional headquarters. In the event of the line to divisional headquarters failing, wireless was immediately employed- The exchange was a busy unit. Despatch riders from the section, in addition to their runs within the brigade, met the divisional despatch rider at the junction of the Houailou Road and Route Coloniale daily, to exchange despatches for their respective areas. On the disbandment of the brigade on 1 July L section ceased to exist, but prior to the movement northwards of the division members were absorbed into other sections. Training depots became established in the area, and the local communications were taken over by a detachment from base signals.

            
From artillery headquarters in the divisional headquarters area at Moindah artillery signals operated a wireless link to the various regiments under that command throughout the island. No. 11 sets were used but these were not successful for communications under local conditions during the hours of darkness, with the consequent result that transmission ceased daily between 7 pm and daybreak. On the wireless net were N section at Nouméa attached to the 33rd Heavy Regiment; P section at Oua Tom attached to the 28th Heavy Anti-aircraft Regiment; X section at Plaine des Gaiacs airfield attached to the 29th Light Anti-aircraft Regiment; and E section at Nepoui attached to the 17th Field Regiment. Owing to distance, Nouméa was not worked direct, however, and P section had to retransmit its traffic. A 10-line switchboard with a trunk line to D section's main exchange was also operated in the divisional area. Using No. 11 sets, N section wireless crews operated with the 33rd Heavy Regiment a net of three stations at Nouméa, He Nou and Point Tierre. Additional was a warning group wireless net with the United States combined operations headquarters, with Nouméa as the focal point. The 28th Heavy Anti-aircraft Regiment participated in this also, and both N and B sections supplied operators to man transmitters at combined operations headquarters.

            
N section operated two 10-line UC exchanges from the signal tower on the hill overlooking the harbour, and through these the commander of the harbour defences could issue orders 

to all the guns, searchlights, and to the French battery of 25-pounders encircling the harbour. A poled line erected to Point Tierre (a distance of 32 and a-half miles) by the section's cable party was a feat in itself. Nicknamed the (Douglas Memorial Line,' this cattle-proof line was certainly a credit to Sergeant G. R. Douglas and his cable section. On a further occasion Lieutenant-Colonel Raymond Lee, signals officer, 1st Island Command, United States Army, utilised the services of Sergeant Douglas to supervise the laying of a submarine cable, by American personnel, between the mainland and lie Nou. This section was a little more fortunate than most, in as much as the shipping and naval craft in the harbour presented an ever-changing field of interest. Dating back to penal colony days, the prison, with its still serviceable 
guillotine, and the old fort with the guns still intact, were items of historical and general interest on the island itself.

            
In June the 33rd Heavy Regiment was relieved of its task by a United States Regiment, and N section moved to Tontouta to replace P section. P section was attached to the 28th Heavy Anti-aircraft Regiment at Oua Tom providing communications for the regiment and the guns around the airstrip. Ten-line exchanges were operated continuously by the section at regimental headquarters, 303rd battery and 208th battery. On the movement from the area of the United States 43rd Division the section also took over and operated two 12-line switchboards at La Foa and Saint Vincent. As in other sections, the cable party was particularly active. Besides the laying of normal communication lines, assistance was given to the Americans in the erection of a bare copper line from Nouméa to Plaine des Gaiacs, by the building of the Tontouta-La Foa section. A No. 177 wireless set was operated on the anti-aircraft warning net with combined operations in Nouméa, a novel feature being the use of a wire fence as an aerial. Other operators were engaged on the Plaine des Gaiacs—-Divisional Artillery Headquarters—Nouméa link, where a No. 9 set was first used but later a No. 11 station provided more satisfactory service on the allotted frequencies. On 20 May some members of the section moved to the Tontouta airstrip to establish communications for the regiment, similar to those at Oua Tom. They were followed within the next day or so by the remainder of the section. Dnrin.g the section's two and 

a-half months' activities at Tontouta additional comfort was obtained through the screetiing-in of the tents, thereby making them mosquito-proof. Mosquitoes were exceptionally bad in this part of the island. The American Red Cross recreation hut, beer garden, and canteen were additional facilities enjoyed by personnel.

            
With the arrival from New Zealand of the 38th Field Regiment as an element of the 8th Brigade, P section, still under the command of Lieutenant Garner, moved from Tontouta to Ouenghi, where they assumed the title of G signal section and became attached to the new regiment. This was on 27 July 1943. The gap left at Tontouta was then filled by N section. X section made its home in the red dust alongside the Plaine des Gaiacs airfield, where it established communications to the New Zealand guns defending the strips. The section, like some of the others, was unfortunate in not having a river or creek in the vicinity of the camp, with the result that a four-mile journey was entailed in order to enjoy a plunge or swim. On the movement of regimental headquarters to the Bourail area a detachment of X section moved also to maintain a signal office and wireless communications. The rest of the section remained attached to the 202nd battery at Plaine des Gaiacs.

            
E section, attached to the 17th Field Regiment, had a varied career, the highlight of which was participation in manoeuvres with the three brigades of the division. Stationed in the Nepoui Valley, in close proximity to J section, two 10-line exchanges from the signal office connected regimental headquarters, the 12th battery, 35th battery, 37th battery, 54th anti-tank and other local subscribers, but on the movement of J section to Bouloupari the section's field of activity was further increased. It now took every man in the section to cope with the job in hand. Wireless communications were also extensive, for on the movement of the 35th battery to the Taom area they had an additional link there, as well as to the 37th battery to the south at Bouloupari. F section operators were attached to these units.

            
On 16 July the section with regimental headquarters moved out of the valley to establish similar communications, signal office and camp at Taom, about three-quarters of a mile from 14th Brigade Headquarters to which the regiment was now attached. Wireless communication was increased by the addition of a No.

 11 set working on the link to artillery signals at divisional headquarters. No. 11 sets were used by the secton's operators at the batteries also but, while on manoeuvres, No. 21 sets were extensively used. During July, five men of the section left for Nouméa with the 35th battery to participate in special amphibious training on board the 
John Penn (later sunk by enemy dive-bombers off Guadalcanal). They found little employment on communications, but gained in experience from the net drill and night amphibious landings in which they all participated.

            
With the establishment of a United States school of instruction in coast watching at Nepoui, Lieutenant Hester and Second-Lieutenant Goff were selected to attend as unit representatives. This course, although presented by American officers, was based on information and instruction which had previously been imparted by the British. Attending were some hundred infantry personnel who, on completion of the course, went out in groups to maintain coast watching stations around the coast of the New Zealand sector, which was the northern half of the island. Lieutenant Hester was detached from the unit to assume command of the entire organisation, and in company with two divisional signal instrument mechanics travelled thousands of miles in the ensuing month, installing, maintaining and reviewing the many outposts. Each station was equipped with an Amalgamated Wireless of Australia (AWA) receiver and transmitter, and a wind-charger for recharging batteries, binoculars and telescope. Losing a code system, each station was in communication with the information centre in Nouméa, reporting to it the movements of all surface craft, submarines and aircraft, friendly or otherwise, 24 hours a day.

            
In most instances it was a lonely existence, but those who were at Kafeat, a fishing village on the west coast, will long remember the kindness of the Kanakas in that area. On the eventual relinquishment of the stations to the Free French Navy the pastor of Kafeat asked that the New Zealanders be left there. This was not practicable, however, and on leaving their outpost native women insisted on carrying, as evidence of their appreciation of the New Zealanders, all their equipment, including a 180 lbs. tent, to the vehicle at the nearest accessible spot. Eyes 'popped' as the returning coast watchers viewed the rations 

of their successors. One of the items was one cask of wine for each four men.
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Chapter Four

New Caledonia—Anchor Block and Allied Base
            

              
To employ natives for work in the camp it was necessary to engage them through recognised official channels, the proceedings being controlled by a 
gendarme, and this was followed when Kanakas from Poya (a small township about 15 miles north of Moindah) were engaged to construct 
bures in the Moindah camp. The natives, brought from their villages by truck, were for health reasons camped in tents a short distance away and brought into camp each morning for their meals and to do the construction work. Their requirements were supervised by a signalman. Using only niaouli in its natural state, the natives constructed three large 
bures which provided messing accommodation for the officers, sergeants and men respectively. Some time later a similar building was provided for recreation purposes. With completely water-proof thatched roofs, concrete floors, laid by members of the unit, and suitably furnished, these buildings, probably the finest of their kind on the island, were extremely comfortable.

              
Paid like the troops in American currency, it was a happy sight to see the faces of the natives beam as they received their reward. During their sojourn in camp they made many excursions to the bootmaker in an endeavour to be favoured with a condemned pair of issue boots, but the Army did not cater for feet so large and wide which had been padding the earth in their natural state for many years. During one extremely wet period quartermaster Captain South loaned them waterproof capes to wear, but the novelty held more appeal than the 
prac-

tical use, with the consequent result that they were worn on fine days too. Transport was provided each weekend to convey them back to their villages and families.

              
From the moment of sailing from New Zealand the censorship of private correspondence came into force. All mail was required to pass through the army post office for transmission. Each section within the unit arranged its own mail box and the men posted their letters unsealed to allow for the censoring by the section officer. Naturally this gave a feeling of hardship to many at first; to use a colloquialism, 'it cramped one's style.' Domestic topics which would normally have been put on paper were left unwritten, but this restraint was gradually lost. Censors found also that, on learning the individual trend of writing by their personnel, it was not necessary to 
read the average letter. Special envelopes were available to those who desired to communicate on essentially private matters and these were censored at base only. Parcels and papers were invariably accumulated in New Zealand for a few weeks before being forwarded by surface mail so that it was either a feast or a famine, but letter mail was always regular in its despatch and arrival, and no effort was spared to ensure a prompt delivery whatever the hour, day or night. Postman Lance-Corporal C. F. Bell and Signalman H. R. Hooper were always on the job. The average time taken by letter post from New Zealand was in the vicinity of a week to ten days, but a record in prompt delivery was established when a signalman one evening received a letter written from home during the morning of the same day. Other cases occurred of only one and two days in transit, but in general these windfalls came only on the odd occasions when special aircraft flying up from New Zealand had insufficient other cargo to make a load. Outward mail, including parcels up to seven pounds in weight, was postage free. Morale was good on mail day.

              
A pleasing task for the quartermaster's staff was the issue from time to time of patriotic parcels, contributed and packed by the people of New Zealand. They contained an excellent variety of comforts which were genuinely appreciated by the recipients. Further evidence of the National Patriotic Fund Board's interest in the unit was to be found in the contribution towards the payment of the native-built 
bure used as a recreation hut in the Moindah camp, in the periodical distiibution of writing
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paper and envelopes, and in the supply of sports gear which was constantly in use.

              
New Caledonia has a moderate climate and for nine months of the year the temperature remains between 61 and 79 degrees Fahrenheit—very hot during the day, cool during the night. It was not long after arrival, therefore, that most bodies were displaying a very dark tan. Winter days were very pleasant and could perhaps be compared with summer in New Zealand, but rain was not an unknown quantity, winter or summer. Preceded invariably by heavy thunder and lightning, tropical downpours periodically flooded rivers (which at times delayed despatch riders) and created quagmires of the roads and camp areas. Camp drainage was therefore an important factor. Everyone dug a drain around his tent, and filled it with stones, and throughout the camp areas drains of more elaborate dimensions were dug to carry away the surplus storm water. Frogs appeared in thousands as if they, too, had dropped from the skies, for they were never seen prior to or after the rain. Ablutions were easy on these rainy occasions; this merely meant 'soaping up' and standing outside the tent in a shower. One batman will not forget the afternoon he left a bundle of his officer's clothing on the boulders alongside the Moindah riverbank while he returned to camp. On his return a few minutes later his concern can be imagined as he viewed a river extended double in size and his washing swept away. As it was a beautiful sunny day he did not anticipate such a happening, but it was raining at the river's source ten miles away. Precautions were taken to safeguard property in the event of a hurricane, and 
bures were wired to the ground for such an emergency.

              
The health of the troops was good and there were very few instances of serious sickness. In the earlier stages diarrhoea and dysentery were unpleasant experiences for many, but a few trips to the regimental aid post for an administration of 'concrete' usually did the trick. Fly-proofing of the latrines and the provision of bowls of disinfectant for the rinsing of hands saved inestimable discomfort to personnel. From time to time small waves of somewhat similar stomach pains would be evident, but their causes were hard to trace. Extreme care had; to be taken in the cook-houses to ensure that all unfrozen meat was fresh and that all frozen meat was deiced before cooking. The 

common ailments among those attending sick parades were skin infections, such as dhobies itch, ringworm and tinea. Although very few cases were chronic enough to be withheld from duty-through these causes, those who experienced dhobies itch will well remember its discomfort, especially when treated with 'brilliant green.' Perspiration was the contributing factor to these complaints. Boils were common, some men having more than their share.

              
Field hospitals were established in the brigade areas and the United States 109th Station Hospital, at Kalavere, which was situated five miles from divisional headquarters, continued to function for some weeks after the arrival of the New Zealanders on the island, until the 4th General Hospital at Boguen Valley, a short distance from Bourail, was fully in operation. Consequently some signals personnel had the experience of being-patients in the American hospital. On the movement northwards of the 109th Station Hospital its area was occupied by the 2nd New Zealand Convalescent Depot, where patients recuperated after discharge from hospital prior to return to their units.

              
On 22 February an infantry weapon training course for members of the unit stationed at divisional headquarters was commenced under the control of Lieutenant D. M. Shirley, assisted by two infantry NCOs. Dubbed 'Commando Course/ it lasted from 8 am on Monday morning until the following Sunday evening. Duties were arranged to allow 25 per cent of the unit to be released at a time, and within one month all personnel had participated in the training. Members of the unit had been working operationally since leaving New Zealand, but the course proved something of a physical effort not generally experienced in signal work, camp contruction excepted. About the third day the physical and educational benefit of the course was beginning to be appreciated, and the majority expressed regret when it terminated On the Sunday. The programme of training covered all forms of weapon and bayonet practice, unarmed combat, compass reading with actual trials at night, patrol work (this included the infiltration through picketed camps in the area and a dawn attack on the camp), grenade throwing, tactics, and range practices alternating with battle practices. The latter were carried out in the most realistic manner. Complete with steel helmet, web, ammunition, respirator, rifle and bayonet, personnel advanced 

into the 'jungle' to be greeted with electrically operated explosions from ground mines, live bren gun fire at an uncomfortable height (just above prone bodies as they hugged the ground) and gas attacks which required the speedy adjustment of respirators. In addition, some hundreds of Japanese faces, the product of the draughtsman's imagination, cartooned on pieces of cardboard, were to be seen affixed to the trees and generally hidden in the surroundings of the path of advance. On seeing a 'Jap' one immediately fired, each man expending some 60 rounds of ammunition in the course of his encounter with the enemy. An examination of the targets always showed a high percentage of hits scored. During this battle practice Signalman S. M. Moore was accidentally hit in the lower part of the leg by a bullet which had ricocheted. After a period in hospital Stan was eventually returned to New Zealand. In these training manoeuvres opportunity was taken to test in practice the No. 48 wireless set which was new to the force. Intended for the use of the battalions, it was carried on the back of the operator, and superseded the No. 108 set previously used.

              
It was during this training period when, at the conclusion of a hard day, Signalman C. M. (Darkie) Patterson decided to have 'forty winks' and turned in on his cot. Waking after a short nap, Darkie inquired the time from his tent mates, who told him it was six-thirty. Being under the impression that he had slept all night and was running late for a parade scheduled early 'that morning,' he leapt from his bed, made a dash to the water cart for shaving water, and commenced to remove the bristles. His tent mates, however, could restrain themselves no longer, and following a round of good-natured banter he was told the joke.

              
Early in March Major Wilson, officer commanding No. 1 company, returned to New Zealand to participate in a senior command course, and Captain Hanna temporarily assumed command of the company. A visitor to the unit from New Zealand was Lieutenant-Colonel R. B. Ashe, senior staff officer signals, Army Headquarters, who inspected communications within the island and engaged in conference with Colonel Burns. To members of the unit assembled in the mess Colonel Ashe gave a talk on recent developments in the signals experimental establishment in New Zealand and on the improved equipment the men would be receiving with which to work on their engagement in combat 

with the enemy in the near future. Another visitor to unit headquarters and to some of the sections was Lieutenant-Colonel Lee, the United States Army signal officer in charge of communications in New Caledonia. Other officers and men of the United States Signal Corps were entertained by the unit from time to time and members of the unit frequently visited American signal camps, particularly that of the 43rd Division Signal Company, where friendships were made destined to be renewed later in the forward areas.

              
Changes in the commands of the officers within the unit saw Lieutenant Wilton transfer from B cable section to officer commanding J section in place of Captain Parkhouse who was returning to New Zealand on a course. Second-Lieutenant Dyson went to Plaine des Gaiacs as officer commanding X section, in place of Captain Murphy who returned to Moindah as officer commanding A wireless section. Lieutenant Hester relinquished his command of the coast-watchers to become officer commanding base signals with Lieutenant H. S. Brown as second-in-command. Lieutenant K. H. Barron joined A wireless as second-in-command of that section.

              
News bulletins containing the latest war news were issued daily by the various intelligence sections of the force and the Army Education Welfare Service (AEWS) for display on camp notice boards. Additional reading interest was provided when a news sheet under the headlines of 
Niaouli News appeared on the notice board in the Moindah camp. Edited and produced by Corporal Nicol, this duplicated sheet written in a lighter vein on the activities of personnel and the camp in general, gradually became looked upon as an integral part of camp life. Because of the shortage of paper some of the earlier copies were limited to a few carbon copies, but assistance from the AEWS and the receipt from New Zealand of a case of newsprint purchased out of regimental funds enabled a wider distribution within the unit. A 'breakfast edition 'produced on toilet paper provided a diversion when issued at breakfast one Sunday morning. Containing radio-received New Zealand news, it was published and printed during the night. The paper economy effected by this move was worthy of note. Some 350 copies took only three-quarters of a roll of perforated tissue. Printed in Bourail under the auspices of the AEWS, and distributed throughout the 

division, was the 
Kiwi News, a professionally set up, illustrated news sheets with periodically enlarged editions which could be sent home. It contained up-to-the-minute overseas war and New Zealand news. In its production, too, signals came into the picture, as much of the home news was received over the rear wireless link operated by base signals to Wellington. An attractively laid out cyclostyled news sheet entitled 
Daily News, published at Comsopac Headquarters, was another source of the latest news (with an American flavour) at times available to members of the unit.

              
When a week's leave in Nouméa became available to a specified number of members of each formation throughout the division signals' allocation was one officer and six other ranks, comprising firstly the advanced party to the island and others who had not participated in the seven days' leave granted prior to embarkation in New Zealand. Conveyed to Nouméa in trucks, the parties camped at the Nouméa transit camp, where they enjoyed the pleasure of sleeping in if they wished and leaving the camp just whenever they pleased, while organised trips included Anse Vata beach and sightseeing on the island of He Nou in the Nouméa Harbour. A novel attraction was a French cinema where the commentaries and dialogue of the newsreels and main features were entirely in French. One also had to go prepared to stand through two verses of the 
National Anthem, the 
Stars and Stripes and the 
Marseillaise as an overture to the programme.

              
To those who journeyed near Nouméa, interest was always held by the sight of a unique one-metre gauge railway which had been temporarily abandoned by the French and taken over by the United States forces for the haulage of war materials to dumps outside the town. Considerably relieving truck-clogged roads, its patchedup primitive rolling stock was capable of carrying the equivalent freight of 16 motor vehicles making eight trips a day at a speed of 25 miles an hour. Passengers' comfort was not considered, however, and those who made the journey had no alternative but to bask in the hot sun atop the freight. When opportunity permitted, visits to the nickel works in Nouméa or to the various mines were well worth while. The mineral wealth of the island is unique inasmuch as it possesses the richest chrome ore deposits in the world, providing one-twelfth of the world's supply. Even the sands on the beaches contain large percentages 

of chrome. More is washed up as it is exploited. Until recent discoveries in America, New Caledonia possessed the largest cobalt mine in the world, providing 90 per cent, of the world's supply. Approximately one-tenth of the world's nickel is produced there, and the southern tip of the island can boast a recently discovered iron field, the largest in the world, with an estimated yield of 250 million tons of 50 per cent ore. One's attention to the mineral activity was drawn by the test mines visible on the tops of the peaks of 
La Chaine Centralc which ranged the island, where the red colour of the excavated earth contrasted in disfiguring patches with the green or grey of the hillsides. Japan appreciated New Caledonia's industrial capabilities and was the recipient of almost 500,000 tons of 50 per cent, iron ore annually, exported from the Japanese-owned mines. In fact the Japanese had extensive fifth column machinery poised to assist their forces in their protracted drive southwards.

              
With the exception of base signals at Bourail, the average signalman, mainly because of His location, had little opportunity to become closely acquainted with the French. Although always polite and warm in their felicitations, the civilian population remained reserved in their relationships and entertained little. The language was, of course, the main difficulty in this respect, although those who delved into their smattering of schooiday French could usually make themselves understood. Generally regarded as signals' interpreter was Captain Gillespie, who could speak the language fluently, and the classes which he held in a store tent during the evenings were enthusiastically attended. Corporal T. S. Mason was certainly among the most ardent students, becoming proficient at both reading and speaking, but it required much patience and forbearance on the part of his tent mates. Perhaps Captain Gillespie's linguist talents were best appreciated during trips to Poya or the native villages where he was able to negotiate on behalf of the unit.

              
With the organisation of passive air defence (PAD) to contend with air raids and the effects of fire should they eventuate, members of the unit were allocated action stations to which they proceeded on receipt of warnings. In the Moindah camp the PAD was under the control of Captain Murphy, and facilities consisted of drums of water and fire hooks with which to drag burning tents clear. Ammunition and machine guns were 
con-

tinually held in readiness for an emergency, and all petrol and vehicles had to be dispersed on the alarm being sounded. The warning conditions, such as condition yellow, green, red, or black which denoted various stages of alarm, were made known to the units on the island from island command in Nouméa, through the American and New Zealand signal networks of wireless stations and telephone exchanges. These conditions were to become better known to personnel at a later date.

              
An arrival at the Moindah camp one day was a fox terrier pup which surveyed the surroundings and decided to stay. Never missing a parade, march, manoeuvre or trip, this miniature canine became known as Peep, the camp mascot. Although mastered and fed by Signalman W. Pickering, Peep readily followed anyone in the area. Essentially military minded, Peep showed it in no uncertain terms during a church parade in which members of the unit were participating. It was attended by the general and the Honourable Walter Nash, who had taken up their positions at the head of the hollow square formed by divisional troops. This civilian intrusion was too much for Peep, who, barking very unceremoniously, registered a hundred yards dash up the centre of the parade to tug disapprovingly at the Minister's trousers.

              
With a view to keeping members of the unit at Moindah fit and at the same time providing some form of diversion from normal duties, hikes across the island were instituted. The trek on which all participated, from the colonel down, entailed leaving camp by troop carrier about 6 o'clock on Sunday mornings to the commencing point at the head of the Poya valley. The first obstacle was within a few minutes of starting where the Poya River crosses the track. Those who removed their boots and hose to make the fording found shortly after that they could have saved themselves the trouble, as it was only the first of dozens of similar crossings necessary in the 18 miles journey and that wet feet were inevitable. Along the track, orange and mandarine trees laden with fruit were plentiful. Each man carried dry rations in his haversack, and the billy was boiled for the midday meal. Following lunch, a stiff uphill climb of a mile and a-half made perspiration flow even more freely, but pleasant pauses were made at the immaculate Kanaka homes situated on the hillside where the islanders came out to offer bananas and 

oranges. The trampers in turn gave the natives chocolate and any unused-: rations which they still carried. On reaching the summit only five miles of gradual downhill remained to be covered. From here it was invariably a race to see who could finish the journey first, but irrespective of who it was, the sight of the troop carrier waiting alongside the river on the Houailou road, with a container of hot tea and dry clothes, was certainly a welcome sight to all. The 40-miles trip back to camp was accompanied by a lusty community sing of unpublished songs. A similar tramp, of much longer duration, was undertaken on two occasions by some members of the unit on being granted a week's leave. Journeying by motor transport to Nekliai, the parties traversed more or less directly across the island to Ponerihouen, a distance of approximately 35 miles. Divided into three daily stages, the route was extremely difficult and steep in parts. So confusing did the tracks become that the services of natives were enlisted as guides. The huts of the chief of the village were placed at the disposal of the trampers each evening, and the natives were unable to do enough for their guests. Oranges, mandarines and sugar cane were plentiful, the latter being a boon to alleviate thirst and fatigue. The Kanakas were always friendly and trustworthy, becoming firm friends with the parties.

              
For the first few weeks after arrival in New Caledonia the effects of separation from normal civilisation and its social amenities became apparent. There were no theatres, dance halls, or entertainments where an evening could be spent, so it fell to each section to originate for itself some method of repairing the omission. The artillery signals sections defending the airstrips were fortunate from the beginning in being able to attend already established movie shows held out under the stars almost nightly by the Americans, but at the brigades, divisional headquarters and base a month or two elapsed before similar screenings could be arranged. Shown at outdoor amphitheatres by a mobile projection unit (donated to the force by the Returned Services Association), or from 16 and 35 millimetre projectors belonging to the formations, the latest full-length programmes of 'big pictures' and 'shorts' were screened on regular nights of each week to large audiences. Signals in the divisional headquarters area followed a track through the niaouli trees for about 400 yards to the large comfortable divisional ordnance workshops 

 (DOW) 
bure where shows were exhibited twice weekly. The screen in this instance was placed at the end of the 
bure and an equally large audience could view the show from the rear, the only difficulty being that any lettering or film titles were naturally back to front. The AEWS controlled both the distribution of the films and the mobile projector.

              
Between the sections and the formations to which they were attached concerts were organised, and rare was the section that could not produce a virtuoso of the mouth organ or a guitar player. Arising from the joint efforts of Captain Hanna and Chaplain G. R. Thompson a concert party of artists from signals and other units in the divisional area was formed. Signalman (later Warrant-Officer 2nd Class) Rex Savers was appointed producer and, following practices held in a camp tent set aside for that purpose, a non-stop variety show was presented on the evening of the opening of the newly erected men's mess at Moindah. Props, costumes and curtains were adapted from anything which could be borrowed or acquired, and the stage lighting controlled by rheostat was the effort of M section. Female impersonators, magician, comedians, musicians and vocalists received deafening applause as they entertained in turn. General Barrowclough with other divisional officers attended the 
premiere performance which was the forerunner to others of the 'Pacific Kiwis' at DOW, United States 109th Station Hospital, YMCA, at Bourail, Plaine des Gaiacs and the 4th General Hospital.

              
Following the success of this party applications were invited for the position of producer for an official concert party for the division. Rex Sayers was the successful applicant, and along with Alan Matthews (Alamat the Magician) of signals and some other members in the divisional show, plus those selected from the remainder of the division, they left their respective units to commence full time concert work. Known as the 'Kiwi Concert Party,' or 'Kiwis in the Pacific,' the troupe continuously toured the units of the division entertaining enthusiastic audiences wherever the curtain (or blankets) went up. Most of the shows were held on stages erected out in the open with a tropical sky for a ceiling.

              
Smokos, although not often held, were a popular feature. These functions were arranged when beer was available in the canteen, and each man was allowed to accumulate part of his 

ration for the evening. Although ample regimental funds were available for the purchase of eatables, there was no source on the island from which to buy them, so the cooks showed their prowess in the culinary art by making tasty savouries from delicacies men received in their parcels, or tinned oysters purchased when available through the canteen. The programmes consisted of items by various members of the unit, interspersed with community sings and the usual range of stories told at such functions. The opening of the unit's recreation hut was recorded in such a manner in the Moindah camp. A further highlight on the lighter side of activities was the privelege of attending performances of leading American film stars and artists. Visiting the fronts as morale boosters to American troops, under the auspices of the United States Organisation (USO), these artists invariably extended their tours to include New Zealand camps wherever possible. Among some of the better known artists seen were Joe E. Brown, Kay Bolger, John Fogerty, Bob Hope and Frances Langford.

              
Dances held at base in Bourail were a popular feature for the limited few who were given the opportunity to attend. Partners were the sisters and nurses from the hospital at Boguen, and a few French girls who were usually heavily attended by chaperons. Men in the units invited, who wished to attend these functions, submitted their names, and if the number of names exceeded the stipulated number of personnel allowed to go from the unit a ballot was held to decide who were to be the lucky ones. Those selected had to endure much heckling from their tent mates as they creased trousers and trimmed moustaches in an endeavour to look immaculate—and most of them did! For those who made the journey from division, a trip of 25 miles to Bourail in the back of a truck was necessary, and this over an extremely rough road, with a similar return journey at the conclusion of the dance.

              
A novel idea was the formation of the Blue and White Racing Club under the chairmanship of Warrant-Officer Holden. The committee accepted horse nominations from members of the unit and acceptances were duly published on the notice board and in an elaborately duplicated race book, complete even to advertisements and a plan of the course. The original 'race' meeting was held in the men's mess before a large crowd from the whole 

divisional area. The 
bure had been paid out to represent a race track. Horses were cut out of tin, coloured, and mounted on a stand which the respective 'jockeys' (members of the unit dressed in suitable attire) moved along so many paces, determined by the throwing of two dice. One dice represented the number of the horse to move and the other the number of paces the horse moved forward, the first horse to reach the finishing post being the winner. No effort was spared to make the function as realistic as possible. Totalisator, electric bell, balloon and automatic starting barrier were included in the fixtures, and 25-cent bets could be placed on the tote, which handled 250 dollars on the occasion of the first meeting. Dividends were paid on the first and second placings from the pay out windows of the tote.

              
With a view to having a track available for future meetings without having to reassemble it every time, a more permanent course was later erected outdoors to the rear of the sergeants-mess. Complete with flood lights, this course attracted even bigger support. The Blue and White shield, manufactured by members of the unit from shell case and packing case, was a much sought after trophy. It was competed for on three occasions. The honour of being first to win it fell to Captain South, whose horse, Yankee Pay by Comparison out of Proportion, was successfully ridden to the winning post by 'Jockey' R. C. Orme in the main event of the evening. Jockey Orme was the recipient of a mounted whip. The shield was later lifted by Sergeant F. D. Dyer and finally by Kew Stables. The tote handled 650 dollars in 25-cent bets on one of these evenings.

              
On more than one occasion the men's mess at Moindah was packed to the doors for a band recital by the Third New Zealand Divisional Band under the baton of Lieutenant L. R. Fox, whose programme of music covered a wide range of selections in both classical and lighter vein. The acclamation accorded each item was evidence of the band's popularity. It will long be remembered for its frequent presentation of the current musical hit, 'In the mood.' The band also attended other functions within the division, such as ceremonial parades, church services and sports meetings.

              
A really historical date in the annals of the Third Divisional Signals was 10 May 1943, for on that day a court of inquiry assembled to determine the cause of the disappearance of 
six tins


of tongues from the ration store. Probably the hardest worked person of the court was the unit headquarters typist, Signalman L. C. Wallace who, in the course of his tedious duties, committed to paper nigh on a hundred pages of closely typed evidence. An amusing piece of information was vouchsafed by an LAD sergeant who, following a gruelling cross-examination as witness, when suggested to him by a member of the court that he was either (a) very very drunk on the night of the disappearance (b) a perverter of the truth, or (c) just plain dumb, replied rather sheepishly but unhesitatingly, 'Please sin, I'm just plain dumb.' The 'tongue case' remained unsolved at the conclusion of a week's sitting!

              
Sport was high up on the list of activities. This was divided into two categories—first, compulsory sport, in which everybody within the unit participated purely for recreational purposes one afternoon a week, and secondly, inter-unit competitive sport in which selected representative signals teams contested against others in the division and brigade areas. As at home, rugby attracted the widest support and it was inevitable wherever New Zealand forces were situated to see rugby goal posts. The signals first fifteen was led by Signalman M. A. (Torchy) Dobson, a tireless half-back whose team won more games than it lost. Except after rain the playing grounds were like concrete, and an ambulance on the side-line was almost as important as a referee. J section's team had an unbeaten record at brigade headquarters, which was maintained when the team defeated No. 1 company 17-6, but against K section the result was a draw, 3 all. The conclusion of the rugby season came when teams representing all formations in the division met in a knockout contest for a trophy know as the Barrowclough Cup, presented by General and Mrs. Barrowclough. A signals team, drawn from all the sections, went into extensive training some five weeks before the scheduled date of play. The training was tough and included everything from shovelling rocks and 25-mile cross-country treks, to physical training and football, but good as they were the team suffered defeat and was eliminated in the first game. No record would be complete without mention of the 'friendly' officers versus sergeants rugby match. After a battle royal, the sergeants left the field victors, 5-3, but two sergeants were in hospital and 

another required medical attention. The officers had enlisted the provost marshal to play for them!

              
Equally enthusiastic teams were fielded for cricket, soccer, basketball and tenakoits, all of which had their share of success. The playing fields on Mr. Tuck's property, on the north side of the Moindah River in the divisional area, always presented a sporting spectacle, as all games were in progress simultaneously. E section fielded a particularly keen cricket team. Among their successes were victories over teams from the 54th anti-tank unit and the divisional signals officers.

              
Regulation jerseys, shorts, boots, footballs, boxing gloves and baseball equipment were either purchased with unit regimental funds or donated by the National Patriotic Fund Board. Major Wilson purchased and paid for in New Zealand many pounds' worth of cricket gear. The erection of a boxing ring and the laying out of tenakoit and basketball courts within the camp area also gave opportunity for sport close at hand during off duty hours. Signals boxing teams participated in contests held at base. A fillip to the sport was given by the presence of Tom Heeney, one-time New Zealand heavy-weight boxing champion and then in the United States Navy, who travelled as far north on the island as the 14th Brigade to referee boxing matches. Basketball teams from the United States 109th Station Hospital a few miles away looked forward to playing their national game in contests with unit teams on the Moindah court. More than one carnival was held in the swimming pool,, and the first one held on Christmas Day 1942 brings memories of a most pleasant afternoon.

              
Track, field, cycling and tug-o'-war events were not without signals representatives and unit teams faced the starters on numerous functions. These included the divisional championships, also held on Mr. Tuck's property, on 8 May 1943. Thousands of troops from all units of the division thronged to watch the thrilling sport offered, from a specially constructed stadium complete with grandstand and 'tote.' The uniformity of dress of signals competitors at this function was immediately noticeable. Each man wore white shorts and a white singlet bearing the large letters SIGS across the chest and back. An amusing highlight occurred when Peep insisted on running alongside the bicycle on which the colonel was racing, considerably 

hindering any effort to gain speed. Competitive shooting attracted wide interest at base signals who fielded two teams with considerable success. A voluntary enterprise which received wide support from the personnel of Moindah camp were the classes of physical training conducted by Corporal J. D. M. Haldane. Rising before reveille, the original class of body-builders was small, but it gradually grew until, in the period of the school of signals, the large parade ground formerly belonging to the defence and employment platoon was required to accommodate the 40 to 50 men who rolled out of bed every morning. The session lasted about half an hour, followed by a splash in the cold pool for those so inclined. The motive of the exercises was primarily to keep fit, but measurements of the participants were recorded and the results of a monthly check-up certainly showed the value of the exercises as a key to improved physique.

              
With ample funds but little opportunity to spend them, the regimental funds committee was formed by representatives of the sections at Moindah. Meeting periodically under the chairmanship of the colonel, and with the adjutant as secretary, this committee had power to spend for the unit any funds held. These were derived from profits made by the camp canteen and from grants made from time to time by the New Zealand Canteen Board. Anything but liquor could be purchased out of regimental funds, but because of the lack of anything suitable to purchase on the island the main expenditure centred around buying sports gear from New Zealand. Additional items to the fare provided by army rations for the messes was an oft-discussed subject, but here again lack of supply was almost limited to oranges and mandarines which were bought by the truck load. The regimental funds of the brigade and regiment sections were pooled with those of the headquarters to which they were attached, and grants made by the Canteen Board were received direct by these sections. Balance sheets were published regularly and, apart from the correctness of procedure, it allowed members of the unit to see how their moneys were being spent.

              
American coinage was the universal currency of the force. Although a novelty at first, it was not long before nickels, dimes, quarters and bucks were handled with the same ease as New Zealand money, but the dollar bill due to its convenience was 

spent much more freely than would have been the case in using British coinage. It was not essential to draw one's full pay, and opportunities were offered from time to time for the remittance to New Zealand of accumulated credit. Favoured by the rate of exchange, a dollar (five shillings) thereby became worth six shillings and a penny on arrival in New Zealand. Actual cash could not, however, be transmitted by mail to New Zealand by individuals. American currency was acceptable at all French shops, 43 francs to a dollar, but any change from a purchase invariably consisted of a mixture of French and American coins. French notes and coins became accepted souvenirs, so the drain on the colony's issue can be readily imagined in view of the thousands of troops who had set foot there. The only exceptions allowed from the normal procedure of signing the acquittance roll on receipt of pay was in the instance of the Kanakas employed in the camp, some of whom could neither read nor write. Their mark of receipt was therefore recorded by the novel method of pressing a thumb on an ink pad and then on the roll in the allotted space.

              
Wherever troops were stationed a demand was immediately created for toilet requisites, cigarettes and other comforts, so whenever these requirements could be shipped without interfering with the normal war supplies, canteens were established, and this was the instance in New Caledonia. A base canteen, supplying in bulk to the whole division, was established at Bourail and from there units could purchase large quantities of goods for resale in their own canteens. Members of the unit had little or no other outlet for their money, so naturally most of their spendings went into this source.

              
Commencing business a few days after arrival in Moindah, the canteen at unit headquarters was a flourishing concern. Voluntarily manned, under the supervision of an officer, the canteen was open for limited periods during the day to allow purchases to be made. If something new was to be on sale, bush telegraph had probably told the camp about it in advance and a queue soon singled out the canteen tent prior to opening time. A small profit was made on most items, primarily to make the prices a 'round' figure and thereby obviate odd change in cents, but all profits were transferred to regimental funds. Prices on the whole were very reasonable. Change was a major problem as 

everyone was paid in dollar bills and smaller denominations just did not exist, so printed tokens redeemable for cash were satisfactorily introduced.

              
Varied indeed was the range of articles on sale. Leading brands of American cigarettes at 50 cents a carton of 200 constituted the greatest demand, closely followed by chocolate, candy, biscuits, magazines, washing soap, toilet soap, talcum powder, toothpaste, and razor blades. Beer, too, when available, was sold through the canteen on a rationed basis, but personnel were not permitted to accumulate their rations lest it lead to undisciplined parties. American tinned beer was a novelty, but it required an expert to open it and at the same time prevent a large portion of the contents from blowing out the hole made in the top of the tin (like a factory whistle letting off steam) into the eye of the would-be imbiber. From time to time limited stocks of items such as pyjamas became available and in these instances a ballot was held to decide their distribution. The replenishing of stocks presented little difficulty to base signals whose camp and canteen were adjacent to the base canteen at Bourail. X and P sections stationed at the airfieds shared with the American personnel the wide variety of stocks offered from their canteens, or Pxs as they were better known.

              
The arrival on the island of Lieutenant-General Freyberg, VC, GOC, of the Second Division, 
en route to New Zealand from the Middle East by aeroplane, gave opportunity for a reunion between ex-Middle East officers, now in the Third Division, and the general. This event took place at 8th Brigade Headquarters, Bouloupari, and Colonel Burns was a guest at the function. Arriving back from the officers cadet training unit in New Zealand, the six newly commissioned officers were seconded with the rank of second-lieutenant to various sections. J. W. R. Troup went to N section; P. Gowland went to J section; R. H. C. Crawley went to K section; F. A. Korte to B section; H. F. H. Daw to X section; and B. T. Simpson went to E section. Captain Wilton, who had been replacing Captain Parkhouse as officer commanding J section during the latter's absence in New Zealand attending a course, returned to No. 1 company. During the later part of Captain Wilton's absence from No. 1 company, B cable was under the leadership of Second-Lieutenant T. G. U. Dreaver. Major Wilson returned from his unit commander's 
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course in New Zealand to resume command of No. 1 company, and Captain Hanna then left New Caledonia for a company commander's course at the New Zealand Tactical School, Wanganui.

              
A welcome break from the island monotony was offered a small proportion of officers and other ranks from all sections when they returned to New Zealand in batches to attend courses of instruction at Trentham Military Camp and the New Zealand Tactical School at Wanganui. Signal clerking, despatch riding, refresher courses for NCOs, instrument repairing, operating, cable work, small arms, and physical training were among the fields covered. In each instance selected personnel, where practicable, assembled at Moindah, and from there the drafts journeyed in troop carriers to Nouméa prior to embarkation. Members of the first draft had the unpleasant experience of a speedy return to port some hours after sailing on account of enemy submarine activity. Major Heatherwick sailed with this draft to attend a course at the Tactical School, Wanganui, his appointment as officer commanding head quarters company being temporarily assumed by Major J. K. H. Clark, who had recently arrived from New Zealand. Similarly Lieutenant Pratt was replaced by Lieutenant A. W. Fitchett as officer commanding M section when the former officer temporarily returned to New Zealand on a tour of duty. Other officers who journeyed homewards were Captain Gettins who attended a company commander's course at the Tactical School, Wanganui, and Captain Hanson and Lieutenant K. O. Stewart who attended Army School of Instruction, Trentham.

              
Officers and non-commissioned officers of the sections took their turn as orderly officer and NCO respectively within the unit to which they were attached. At Moindah, where apart from the attached LAD the camp was entirely signals, officers and NCOs carried out orderly duties in daily rotation. Duties commenced at reveille with the hoisting of the flag, rousing the camp, and conducting the sick parade to the RAP in the divisional headquarters area. Mess parades, lowering the flag, tattoo, and lights-out were indicated by bugle calls blown by Signalman N. K. Freeman, but periods such as smoke and mail call were announced by the sounding of a gong by the orderly NCO. In these instances one ring was sufficient! The gong was an empty 25-pounder shellcase suspended from a niaouli tree in the centre 

of the camp, with a nondescript piece of metal hanging alongside as a striker. The bugler naturally had an unenviable task, endeavouring to please with routine calls such a fastidious audience as was found in signals, but variations with a trend towards the 'boogie woogie' were sometimes to be heard wafting through the stillness of the night at lights-out. Further functions of the orderly officer consisted of the supervision of mess parades, inspection of living quarters and camp fixtures generally, inspection of camp pickets during the night hours, and contending with any eventuality and reporting any inconsistencies seen in the camp during his 24 hours of duty. The periodical visiting of members of the unit who were sick in hospital also fell into the category of his duties.

              
Due to efficient sanitation, flies were reduced to a minimum, and to this, perhaps, can be linked the low sickness rate in the camp. At home the fly is listed as a nuisance but in the hot islands it is a disease carrier as potential a killer as the enemy. Fly traps installed in the vincity of the cookhouses, men's mess, and latrines proved their worth many times over. Ants were always present, delighting in making a headquarters in cake, candy, or sweet foodstuffs,, and especially in the sugar on the mess tables. However, they were at least found useful on one occasion. Encouraged on to a fly-blown blanket they completely cleared it of eggs in a short time. Black widow spiders, the bite of which can prove fatal, were often found in dark corners. One signal victim was recorded, but without the allegedly fatal consequences. Next came the crickets, which seemed to thrive on perforating holes in woollen garments, such as socks and pullovers, must to the distress of the owners who had to darn them. Rats and mice found themselves equally at home in kit bags or quartermaster's stores. This led Lance-Corporal T. D. Scott to design a revolutionary rat trap, a camp show piece, which was responsible for the extermination of 19 mice and 12 rats in the first day of its use. The barrel of one's rifle was the favourite hide-out of the mason bee, and so successfully did it 'dig in' that the pitting in the metal on numerous occasions could be attributed to this source.

              
During July, with the disbandment of the 28th Heavy Antiaircraft Regiment and the 33rd Heavy Coastal Regiment imminent, and the probable arrival from New Zealand of two 
addi-

tional field regiments (only one did arrive), it became apparent that the artillery signals organization would no longer be required. Divisional signals was therefore re-organised into a unit headquarters, headquarters company, and three operational companies, placing it more in line with British establishments and that of the Second Division in the Middle East. Unit headquarters, headquarters company, and No. 1 company were increased in strength. No. 2 company provided for an officer commanding, a company quartermaster-sergeant, and E, G and X sections. No. 3 company also had an officer commanding, a company quartermaster-sergeant, and J and K sections. The personnel from the disbanded artillery signals headquarters and headquarters section were then used to bring headquarters company and No. 1 company up to their required strengths. B cable section was, for instance, expanded 50 per cent, in personnel. Captain Clark and Captain Gettins then assumed command of No. 2 and No. 3 companies respectively. In addition, provision was niade for a unit medical orderly. Sergeant J. D. Forrest became attached from 22nd Field Ambulance, and the unit's own regimental aid post became established at Moindah. A further attachment to the unit was Padre W. H. D. Hartley, who became assistant to the divisional headquarters chaplain, Padre Thompson. The strength of divisional signals was in the vicinity of 500. The attached light aid detachment was 15 strong. No one ever thought of making comparison with the relative strengths until one day the colonel was opening his mail. He commenced to tear open an envelope, then, sensing something unusual, looked at the address again. It read:—

			  


                
                  CO, 3 NZ Divisional Signals

 Attached

67th Light Aid Detachment
                
                

              

              
The colonel did not smoke his pipe much more that day!

              
Each section possessed its own motor transport in the form of jeeps, six-by-fours (six wheels, four-wheel drive) and quads (British, four wheels, four-wheel drive), all of which travelled many miles transporting men and equipment. Quads were used extensively for the movement of wireless stations during reconnaissance or test schedules from remote parts of the island. In the early months in New Caledonia, to travel anywhere by road in a truck was not an enviable experience. The roads were 

narrow, potholed and corrugated, so that extreme care had to be taken by drivers. Provosts on motor cycles maintained a vigilant patrol at all hours for offenders exceeding the prescribed speed limits of 25 miles an hour for trucks and 30 miles an hour for jeeps and cars. Needless to say a few drivers were 'tagged' and signals drivers were represented among those who were 'grounded' or received disciplinary action for such offences.

              
Whilst the imposition of a 25 miles an hour speed limit for trucks was governed by the safety factor (in many places it was just a sheer drop down the sides of Route Coloniale) it was certainly slow enough to ensure that passengers riding in the vehicles did not miss any of the bumps, and the driver's head colliding with the roof of the steel cab was a common occurrence. Accidents did happen, but they were mostly confined to vehicles sliding off the narrow roads during the passing of others rather than to actual collisions. On the Moindu Pass, about 11 miles south of Bourail, so narrow was the winding mountain road for a distance of 10 miles that only one-way traffic was permitted. Connected by telephone, controlling stations at either end of the pass gave the movement orders to the waiting queues of vehicles. Later, with the arrival from New Zealand of road graders, engineers lost little time in effecting improvements which were in marked contrast to the pick and shovel efforts of the French and Javanese road gangs.

              
Always looked upon as the man who had everything and released nothing was the quartermaster. He was not always a popular person yet, behind the scenes, the quartermaster and his staff (headquarters company) worked long hours to ensure the best available supply of operational equipment and facilities for the unit. Naturally, all that concerned the average signalman was whether he could change his sox or get a new shirt—that was important, too, but only a fraction of the supply problems that surrounded Q. Every single item which helped make the unit 'tick,' from a pair of rusty handcuffs to high power transmitting stations, passed through the stores. In between those were rations, petrol, oil, footwear, clothing, rifles, pistols, web, tents, stationery, tools, machetes, technical equipment, spares, spares and more spares, but they weren't always plentiful. Spares for No. 108 wireless sets which were ordered in Fiji caught up with the unit in New Caledonia. Solder was at times 

unobtainable, and an appeal by M section for parcel tins to allow them to melt the solder off to use in repairing operational wireless sets was made on more than one occasion. Spare switchboard cords and line units seemed just not to exist. When approximately 600 men wore out their two cellular shirts at the same time, the unit's share for replacement was 126 shirts. Poignant was the statement that appeared in the New Zealand press at the same period to the effect that the satisfactory position in regard to drill and tropical wear for troops in the Pacific had allowed a reduction in the factory output. Comment on this statement was not complimentary.

              
Still, in spite of this, the turnover of the Q department was large. A 3-ton truck left Moindah on an average of once a week for base ordnance depot at Bourail loaded with worn-out equipment, to return with fresh supplies which were in turn distributed or stored as stock. Unfortunately, procedure for the obtaining and distribution of technical equipment was not just a matter of indenting for it and then 'handing it out, as seemed the simplest expedient in the eyes of the layman. The unit was confined to the army-compiled war establishment table—commonly known as the 'ten ninety-eight' or 'Bible '—which contained a list of most of the equipment required by a unit. Alongside each item was the number or quantity that each respective unit was allowed to have in its possession. This presented known anomalies, an example being hydrometers. Each section was allowed one hydrometer and in the event of its being broken it became necessary to return it to headquarters—a distance sometimes of over 100 miles—for a replacement. It certainly did encourage the care of equipment, but sections often felt that at times they were being victimised through their distance from the parent body. The quartermaster was the chopping block. The accounting work or 'bumph war,' under the regimental quartermaster-sergeant, was sizeable and occupied a full-time staff. Every item received or despatched required listing on packing slips, vouchering, and an entry on a ledger card. The unit possessed some 250,000 individual listed items of equipment covering a range of 5,000 different articles, and they all had to be accounted for. The preparation of ration states, which had to be prepared and despatched to the ASC seven days a week, were but a minor part of the day's activities. Within 
head-

quarters company was the domestic side of the unit—the quartermaster's staff, M section which was responsible for the repair and maintenance of technical equipment, the truck drivers who covered long distances over rough roads hauling supplies, men who serviced the vehicles with petrol and oil, cooks, butchers, sanitation corporal, the bootmaker and the storeman. They were all busy men with no set hours. One interesting feature was the work accomplished by the 'snobbie' to the unit. His last was purchased in Hamilton, New Zealand, prior to the unit's departure for overseas, at a cost of three shillings and sixpence. During the life of the last—it really had nine lives, for it was welded together on no fewer than eight occasions—Corporal Haldane used this amateurish piece of equipment on which to repair some 3,700 pairs of army boots.

              
Memories will need little reminder of the fare of tinned and dehydrated foods on which everyone lived for the duration of his service in the Pacific. Most of the rations were of American origin, and cooks had to revise their recipes for the preparation of the different types of food, some of which were palatable to the New Zealander and some not. Rations, based on the number of personnel in the camp, were delivered every ten days by the ASC, whose vehicles would roll into the camp area at any hour of the day or night. It was not unusual for the Q staff to be roused from their beds in the vicinity of three in the morning to commence unloading. Although a cook was on the establishment of each section, the sections messed with the formation to which they were attached, and the signal cook went on duty with the other cooks of the camp. In the Moindah camp a 200-men and a 50-men drip feed diesel oil stove were in operation, in the men's and in the officers' and sergeants' cookhouses respectively, in addition to a number of portable cookers. Using white spirit, the latter cookers threw a flame along a trench in the floor of the cookhouse, over which were placed the containers of food to be cooked. Although portable and efficient while working, they were a nightmare to M section fitters who were constantly servicing them.

              
On the arrival of the rations (two truck loads) they were unloaded into the ration store and packed on packing-case shelves by the ration storeman. A menu for the ensuing ten days was then compiled by the quartermaster and submitted to a messing 

committee comprising the administrative officer, representatives of headquarters and No. 1 companies and the LAD, the messing sergeant and the corporal cook. This committee was at liberty to make suggestions or alter the menu in any way it pleased provided the available quantities of food were not exceeded. It also had the opportunity of visiting the ration stores whenever it wished (as representatives of the members' camp mates) to satisfy itself that the fullest use was being made of the rations. The only diversion from the menu was on the arrival of fresh meat or vegetables, which were immediately substituted or served in addition to that laid down. The scheme worked exceedingly well but, like everything else, it is impossible to please everyone, and that is particularly so in the army where meals are concerned.

              
An army issue of New Zealand cigarettes, pipe tobacco and toilet soap for general distribution was also received with the rations, but after some period the supply of cigarettes was discontinued. They did not keep particularly well in the hot climate, and in addition, personnel could readily purchase very cheaply the leading brands of American cigarettes which they seemed to prefer. Fresh bread baked by the field bakery was delivered daily. The ration varied according 
to the flour stocks available on the island, but it was seldom that two full slices a man, each day, were not available. Appetites were not large in the tropics, although admittedly there were times when it was felt that a little more to eat would have been satisfying. Those engaged on manual jobs, such as the linesmen or LAD personnel, found themselves in the Oliver Twist category.

              
One of the outstanding contributions to this war (for those on the supply side) was dehydration. Effecting enormous savings in shipping space, it also offered the opportunity for troops in the forward areas to receive rations which they would otherwise have been without. Some idea of the saving was illustrated by the fact that a 4-gallon tin contained sufficient potatoes to feed 400 men. Dehydration was confined to vegetables, and potatoes, cabbage, onions, carrots and beetroot were items found on the regular diet. They were not very popular. The story is told of 'Darkie' of the LAD leaving camp by truck one day to obtain a load of shingle for the section's workshop floor. On his return to camp some time later, he was greeted by Sergeant-Major G. Bull, who asked the reason for the meagre pile of 

stones in the centre of the truck tray. His reply was to the effect that 'if a man gets fed dehydrated meals you can only expect a dehydrated load.' Meat was the basis of most meals. Sometimes this was fresh New Zealand mutton or pork, but such rations were minute compared with the tins of corned beef, hash, M and V (meat and vegetables), spam and vienna sausage consumed. If flour was available, a camouflage of batter provided a welcome variety, but however vienna sausages were served, whether fried, boiled with sauce, or in batter, the taste of their content defied alteration. New Zealand M and V pie with a pastry crust was certainly the most popular dish. Three American preparations which no one really learned to enjoy were chili con carne, sauerkraut, and hominy, and they were invariably deleted from the unit's list of ration requirements. The only unfortunate aspect of making deletions in this direction was that no alernative was offered or supplied in their stead.

              
A welcome change from powdered eggs was the arrival on a few occasions of a few chilled eggs. In this instance, the extra time entailed in waiting for the eggs to come straight out of the frying pan at the cookhouse was well warranted. Members of the line party and despatch riders who were often on the roads sometimes found opportunity to purchase eggs from the French, and the cooks were only too pleased to assist by cooking them. Tinned fruit, which was to be found on the menu four days out of seven, was naturally popular, and the use of concentrated tinned milk as cream enabled an attractive dessert to be served. No fresh milk was available for consumption by troops. It took more than 800 tins to meet the requirements of the Moindah camp for the 10-day ration period. Grapefruit juice, pineapple juice or synthetic lemon were served in lieu of tea or coffee with the midday meal, but on no occasion was thei'e sufficient to serve the former two refreshments at full strength, or to enable each man to have a mug full. The synthetic lemon drink was commonly known as 'battery acid.'

              
There were no fewer than 90 items in the rations supplied, ranging through everything from pepper, salt, spices, raisins, cereals, fruit, vegetables, meats, milk, hard biscuits, tinned butter (invariably rancid), sugar, flour, rice, spaghetti, beans et cetera, et cetera, plus items such as toilet paper, sandsoap, and washing powder which were supplied from the same source. Mess 
order-

lies served the meals from serveries established for each meal on either side of the mess entrance and as the parade, under the surveillance of the orderly officer and orderly NCO, marched along the path leading to the mess room, eating utensils were required to be rinsed in tubs of hot water as a precaution against the spread of dysentry. During the meals the orderly officer for the day visited each table enquiring for complaints, which were often numerous but not always reasonable. A typical one was the taste of the tea. All drinking water in the camp was, for health reasons, chlorinated, and on the water being brought to the boil for the making of tea this none too pleasant taste was accentuated, with the above result. Meals on the whole in New Caledonia were fair, and genuine complaints were always investigated.

              
A serviceable fixture was the 'washingup stand, situated in a handy position alongside the path which, at Moindah, ran from the cookhouse to the men's mess room and was built by men engaged on camp construction under the supervision of Major Heatherwick. Made almost entirely of 44-gaIlon petrol drums, a few acquired taps, and heated by a portable cooking unit, the circulators were capable of supplying over 40 gallons of hot water in 25 minutes. A series of four troughs, filled alternatively with soapy and fresh water, allowed the large number of men coming out of mess speedily to wash and rinse their utensils.

              
July 1943 was a month mixed with rumour and restlessness. Early in August ever-increasing truckloads of equipment arrived from base ordnance, and the quartermaster's staff began to construct wooden cases and to pack. Speculations as to future movements became twopence a dozen. At this period the 8th Brigade was rested on the far side of the island at Thio, and operators from J section were detailed to that area to maintain wireless communication across the island to brigade headquarters. On 4 August unit headquarters received a most secret memorandum from divisional headquarters outlining details of the movement of the division to a more forward area. This was naturally not passed on to the unit, but when all web, anklets and accessories were camouflaged with green paint, and canvas jungle boots with thick rubber soles were issued to all ranks, it was obvious that a move "was afoot. Members of B cable section who had been camped in the bush between base and Bouloupari returned to 

camp and the gradual dismantling of camp fixtures began in earnest.

              
To save dislocation of the section and to enable functioning of advanced and rear parties, or for any special assignment, D section was divided into four self-contained groups, each capable of performing the entire duties of a signal office. These subsections were known as A, B, C and D, but remained as before under the command of Captain Wilton. A further new arrangement was the withdrawal from No. 1 company's sections of personnel to form a signal section for attachment to the Field Maintenance Centre (FMC), a new administrative centre for the handling of men and equipment destined for the forward area. This section of 19 other ranks came under the command of Lieutenant Barron. On 11 August Colonel Burns returned by plane to New Zealand for a week to investigate the unit's supply and equipment difficulties. Meanwhile, a detachment from P section at Tontouta left for Nouméa to install telephone communications in the area of the nickel docks in preparation for the division's move. Within the sections, each man was relieved of his kit-bag for deposit in specially constructed kit stores at base until his return. Apart from a haversack and pack, a sea-kit was now all a man had in which to 'pack his troubles.' Shirts with short sleeves and shorts were not allowed to be worn or taken forward and, to maintain security, identification of personal and unit equipment was confined to a serial number only.

              
With the movement of the division into action imminent, it became necessary to form a pool from which could be drawn trained men as replacements for possible casualties in the forward areas. A large base training depot (BTD) was therefore created in the Tene Valley into which were marched all troops surplus to the division's immediate requirements, plus drafts coming from New Zealand. All formations of the force were represented in the depot, and divisional signals formed what became known as the School of Signals—an integral part of the composite wing. Accompanied by two sergeants and three corporals, Lieutenant J. M. Gould, who was temporarily appointed officer commanding the school, left Moindah with a mobile orderly room for new headquarters in Tene Valley. Incidentally, this vehicle with a 3-ton capacity was none too large to carry the baggage and chattels of the small party.

The first arrivals at the school were members of the regimental signals from the Ruahines and Scottish Battalions, which had been dissolved when the 15th Brigade was disbanded. These men continued training until required as replacements for the regimental signals in the battalions of the other two brigades. Their training and equipment was kept distinctive from that of divisional signals trainees, who entered the camp shortly after. There were, however, no distinctions between the friendships and sporting activities of the two groups. Two complete sections, namely G and L, which arrived from New Zealand within a short time of each other, became absorbed in the school as individual reinforcements.

              
The first call on the school's personnel was made shortly before the division's move, when a number of divisional and regimental signallers were selected to bring the divisional, brigade and battalion signal sections up to strength. On 19 August an advanced party from the school left base training depot for the divisional signals camp at Moindah with the dual purpose of acting as a rear party to unit headquarters, headquarters and No. 1 companies, and establishing a new home for the School of Signals in the vacated area. The area had decided advantages over the Tene Valley location, and the swimming pool was one of them. The entire divisional set-up of signals left the Moindah camp on the night of 21 August, and the following day—Sunday the School of Signals moved in convoy from Tene Valley to this site. The school was still an element of the composite wing of base training depot, and although some 30 miles apart the correct channels of communication with any outside unit remained through the wing headquarters. Major J. K. H. Clark who had been acting administration officer and officer commanding headquarters company during Major Heatherwick's absence in New Zealand relinquished this command on the latter's return, to become officer commanding the School of Signals. Lieutenant Gould then became adjutant, and Warrant-Officer Rose-—who was formerly company sergeant-major of the now disbanded artillery signals—became company sergeant-major. Tents had to be erected, and much work was required to put the camp in order once again, so it was a few days before training recommenced on its former scale.

              
On the disbandment of the 28th Heavy Anti-aircraft 
Regi-

ment, P section, comprising 29 other ranks under the command of Lieutenant Eady, left Tontouta to swell the school's ranks, thus bringing the total strength to 140, including 17 officers. The dread of all camps—fire—did not escape the unit, and at 4 o'clock on the morning of 1 September personnel were awakened to extinguish flames which had secured a good hold in the men's cookhouse. With coolness and efficiency, a quickly formed chain-gang emptied the stores from the two adjoining 1PP ration tents in a matter of minutes, while others endeavoured to drive away the water cart standing outside the cookhouse. The metal bodywork proved too hot for handling, so the alternative was to release the brakes and 'pat' the vehicle along. The fire then spread to the almost empty ration tents. Weighing nearly a third of a ton and stayed to the ground, one of the two tents was dragged to safety by sheer weight of manpower, but the other was more securely roped to a railing and could not, safely, be cut away in time. Fortunately, the surrounding niaoulis into which the flames leapt were wet with rain or the fire may have spread throughout the entire area. All that remained of the cookhouse was the large oil-burning stove, standing amid the debris, with a container of water for the breakfast brew of tea still on top, triumphantly boiling. Contrasting with the pyjama-clad fire-fighting team was an officer who unthinkingly gave away the hour of his return from a dance at Bourail by appearing on the scene in his dress uniform and peaked cap. A court of enquiry which sat the same day disclosed that the fire had been caused by a flame from the oil drip feed on the stove spreading to the niaouli bark of which the building was constructed.

              
The quartering side of the school was kept particularly busy at this time, and on behalf of divisional signals returned to ordnance a considerable quantity of equipment, plus P and L sections'full effects. Simultaneously, the school's stores of training equipment were considerably extended. With liberal equipment, similar to that being used in the forward area, training never became stale through lack of variety in technical appliances. In fact, divisional signal clerks, operators, linesmen, mechanicians, drivers, and cipher personnel trained almost as if doing the routine duties of a section. An exchange with connections to units in the area and trunk lines to base was operated continuously.

              


              
Variety and mild excitement were provided personnel one afternoon when advice was received from a French source that Japanese had been landed in the vicinity of Poya from a submarine. Most of the men were engaged in recreation at the sports ground when the warning was received, so were speedily recalled. Each man, with his steel helmet, web and rifle, received an issue of 10 rounds of small arms ammunition, and took up an allocated defensive position within the camp boundaries. A radio crew, with a No. 48 set netted to a similar station in the camp, left by jeep for the reported scene of activity to relay any signals required. The presence of any enemy proved to be unauthentic, and the operators returned to camp as darkness fell. The 67th Light Aid Detachment remained in the same area as the School of Signals.
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Chapter Five

Overture to Action
            

            
At last the movement of the division commenced. Large convoys rumbled up and down the main roadways day and night, day after day, as thousands of tons of munitions and equipment were transported to the loading site near the nickel docks in Nouméa. Morale was good, for after nine months of monotony, heat and mosquitoes the unit was to view new surroundings and perhaps see action. Where to? Nobody worried much about that. And the fact that conditions were to be much worse—well, nobody worried much about that either. They were on the move and that's all that counted.

            
The transplantation of the division to its new location was planned in three successive waves, each of which was to call at the New Hebrides for amphibious landings and training. The first sections began their journey to Nouméa on 14 August 1943 when K section and No. 1 combat team of E section (the section had been split in two) embussed from Taom at 9.15 pm for the bitterly cold and uncomfortable 8-hour night journey which lay ahead. Each man carried in addition to his web and sea-kit his chocolate emergency ration, 24 hours K ration, his field dressing and filled water bottle. The No. 2 combat team of E section journeyed south to Nouméa the following day, and the majority of K section embarked on the 
President Jackson. K section's rear party handed over the wireless link with division to operators of A wireless section who had journeyed up from Moindah to cover the move of the brigade rear party, and then the rear party together with E section's No. 2 combat team left for Nouméa to embark on the 
President Adams. Headquarters and No. 1 companies provided a working party from Moindah for 

the wharf, and they, in cooperation with other parties, assisted in the steady movement aboard of equipment. Ship to shore communication was supplied by operators of A wireless section who manned No. 48 sets.

            
Countless are the number of times a man has to answer 'Present, Sir' to roll calls during his army career, but important though they are, nothing was seemingly more irksome to a signalman than the continual checking of embarkation rolls which took place as each man embarked. Perhaps it was not so much the constant checking which proved so wearying, but the fact of being laden with web, full pack, haversack, steel helmet, sea-kit, and a rifle thrown in for good measure—the latter always appearing to delight in almost strangling its owner as it swayed on the sling around his neck or on his shoulder. This dislike for embarkation rolls may not have been one-sided, however, as the administration staffs who compiled them had, on some occasions, to produce no fewer than 30 copies of each sheet of the rolls, and last minute changes to them were frequent.

            
To the troops on board it was not just a matter of watching the scenery. Opportunity was taken for net practice which was to be the keynote of speedy landings in future operations. The huge rope nets hung over the sides of the transports and personnel, lined in rows of fours, went over in successive waves, dropping into Higgins boats on reaching the bottom. To the soldier loaded like a pack horse with full web and rifle, with the ship rolling in the surge of the sea, and the small landing craft at the foot of the net pounding against the side of the ship on the crest of a swell, it was no easy task. Access to the decks again was made in the same manner, but it was many times harder going up. The taking of atabrin was commenced from the moment of sailing as a precaution against malaria. One whole tablet was taken daily with the exception of Sundays, when none were taken. To some the small yellow tablets were easy to take, while to others who lacked the art of pill swallowing the linger-longer taste on the tongue offered no attractions. Atabrin had no other effects on the health, but after a short period it was inclined to give the skin a yellow appearance. Section sergeants kept nominal rolls and were responsible for ensuring that each man took his tablet as prescribed. In addition, each man was issued with a bottle of liquid mosquito repellant for ap-
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plication
 to the exposed face and hands after sunset, but naturally the use of this was not required whilst aboard ship. The 14th Infantry Brigade Group, including E and K sections of divisional signals, sailed from Nouméa on 18 August 1943 at 3 pm, under the escort of the United States Navy.

            
At Moindah packing was proceeding apace as convoys left both for Nouméa with required equipment for the movement and to base ordnance with surplus stores. Sleeping tents were struck in the area and accommodation was then up to the individual. Some slept under the stars, while others improvised beds in the recreation hut or me?s rooms. X section, attached to the 29th Light AA Regiment, had moved to Ouenghi to await the movement order to proceed to Nouméa, and No. 1 company ceased its communications with J section. On 21 August the signal office at divisional headquarters closed down at 6 o'clock in the afternoon. The packing and forwarding of equipment had been completed, and the personnel of unit headquarters, headquarters company, and No. 1 company, after a supper of fried oysters, cheese, toast and a cup of tea, clambered into the vehicles of a convoy which left for Nouméa at 8.30 pm. They were farewelled by members of the School of Signals. The same day X section embarked on the 
Hunter Liggett at 10 am at Nouméa. On Sunday, 22 August, a bright sun thawed out cold bodies as the convoy of headquarters and No. 1 companies drew up at the nickel docks, Nouméa, at 8 am. They later embarked on the transport 
Fuller, being conveyed to the ship in the stream by landing craft. The FMC signal section embarked on the 
Hunter Ligget, which, with the 
Fuller, sailed on 24 August from Nouméa at 2.45 pm under similar naval protection as was afforded the earlier convoy. Aboard also, but contrary to orders, was Peep the unit's mascot.

            
Meanwhile E and K sections had participated in amphibious manoeuvres at Mélé Beach, Vila, the administrative centre of the New Hebrides group which is under the dual administration of Great Britain and France. These involved the full scale landing of troops and equipment. While ashore wireless silence was imposed but linemen reeled out some cable for a few 'phones in the brigade headquarters area. This convoy left Vila, Efate on the morning of 25 August at 6 am. The following day (26 August) saw the Div convoy arrive also at Vila where similar disembarkation exercise and manoeuvres commenced. 
Im-

mediately noticeable was the dense jungle and tropical appearance of the shore line. It was exceptionally hot. Higgins boats were lowered into the water and troops went down the nets with full web and equipment. It was a great sight as the fifty-odd landing craft ferried their 'invasion' complement ashore under the strafing sweeps of attacking 'enemy' aircraft. Coming in from high in the blue sky the planes left vapour trails as they dived at almost 400 miles an hour. On the following day the procedure was repeated, only on a larger scale, and a sprinkling of equipment such as wireless sets, bofors, guns, jeeps and trucks were taken ashore as if in a real show.

            
That night was spent ashore. No wireless communications were established apart from ship to shore using No. 48 sets, but a signal office was established, traffic being passed by despatch rider. A perimeter defence was established, the guard being relieved at regular intervals. It rained as only rain can fall in the tropics—and everyone tried the impossible task of keeping dry under improvised shelters in a plantation. The mosquitoes, of the malarious type, were thick, and it was thought that a few who eventually contracted malaria received their injection on that night. C and K rations provided meals. Palatable when one is hungry, they were a novelty on this first occasion. The C ration was contained in two small airtight tins, opened with a key. One contained biscuits, coffee, sugar cubes and candy and on emptying out the contents of the tin it could be used as a cup for the coffee. The other contained a meat ration of hash which was eaten cold. K rations were packed in three wax-sealed cardboard containers, one for each of the meals of the day, and between them they contained biscuits, coffee, cocoa, lemon and bullion powders, sugar, cheese, devilled ham, fruit mince, cigarettes and chewing gum. With the increased temperature the desire to drink excessive quantities of water became prevalent, but water was rationed on the ship to one water-bottle full a day. This thirst which haunts a person on each successive move to a hotter climate lasts, fortunately, for only a few days. On return to the ships troops were given a free day following the night in the open. Movies were screened on the transports, whilst a boxing tournament was held on the 
Hunter Liggett between New Zealand and US troops. On the morning of 30 August a dawn landing practice was carried out satisfactorily 

and the ships sailed from Vila at 6 am on the following day. Soon after sailing further transports and escort vessels were met making an inspiring assembly of over 20 ships with Guadalcanal as their destination. An interlude occurred when some lookout troops on the 
Hunter Liggett and 
Fuller saw the wakes of torpedoes racing past their ships. An official enquiry disclosed that four torpedoes had been fired at the convoy without causing damage. An unconfirmed story stated that a destroyer which detached itself from the convoy located and destroyed the enemy submarine.

            
The journeys on these transports from New Caledonia to Guadalcanal were not pleasant experiences. Early each morning in the holds hot sticky bodies groped their way in the semi-darkness through rows of canvas bunks tiered five high to reach the decks for fresh air. The dark hours on the deck were the only ones that suggested any relief from the sun. During daylight hours the hot decks offered barely a single sheltered spot. To add to the discomfort, life jackets had to be worn at all times, and tin hats were kept handy for any eventuality. Messing was as on all US transports—twice daily—but even that seemed too often when it entailed moving in a queue which wove along the decks and corridors with snail-like progress to a mess room, the humidity of which heightened the discomfort of a temperature of 140 degrees. Sticky salt water was all that was available for toilet purposes. A shower was of little use, as sweat immediately nullified any sensation of freshness. Fatigues were prevalent. Sweeping decks, fire pickets, duty in the galleys (kitchen police) and look-outs were some of the categories required for the daily round of chores.

            
The convoy in which E and K sections were sailing had anchored off Point Cruz, Guadalcanal, at 9 am on 
27 August. Everyone had been at the deck rails since daylight watching the changing contour of the island. Draped in jungle to the water's edge, with long belts of coconut plantations, the island rose majestically in a range of hills over which lay low clouds, some formed by the steam from the jungle. This was Guadalcanal—an island the name of which had become legend the world over. Along its coast lay wrecked Japanese transports, and on its beaches the remains of Japanese tanks. There wasn't much time to look around for sights of interest—the ships had to be 
un-

loaded—but immediately noticeable were the decapitated coconut palms which fringed the beach. The sections were soon over the sides of their transports and down the nets into the landing craft for the trip ashore. The holds, however, still had to be unloaded and selected working parties sweated as they operated winches and manoeuvred vehicles and cases into barges to be ferried to the beach. The speedy turn around of the transports was vital. They were logical targets for enemy planes which might manage to slip through the cover supplied by aircraft overhead. With the last item of equipment on the beach, a record for the unloading of ships had been created and this drew favourable comment from the chiefs of the allied forces. It was a great effort and proof of the team spirit which existed within the force. The sections then moved to their allocated areas close to the beach where they commenced to establish communications, erect their camps and dig fox-holes. The wireless silence remained imposed, but a despatch rider letter service was instituted and lines were quickly laid to the three batteries and within the brigade area.

            
On 2 September G and J sections embarked at Nouméa on the 
President Jackson with the commencement of the movement northwards of the 8th Brigade Group. The convoy sailed two days later at 3 pm. On 3 September the convoy, which included the two ships on which unit headquarters, headquarters company, No. 1 company, X section and FMC signals were travelling dropped anchor about half a mile from Guadalcanal's shore at 10.30 am. Everyone had been confined to the almost untenable heat of the holds where they stood in readiness, complete with web, pack and rifle, awaiting the order to disembark. This actually commenced before the ship had stopped moving, and as waves of men went over the sides on the nets they were swallowed up by Higgins boats which speedily plied them to the shore. Many types of barges were soon in commission ferrying equipment from the transports to Kukum Beach, which was on the northern side of the famous Matanikau River. Unloading parties were left in the transports, and on the beach a large party from the unit was utilised in unloading the barges, irrespective of the ownership of the cargo. Once again the transports were prize targets for the enemy torpedo bombers as they lay off shore, and it became necessary to get them away 

quickly again. Ship to shore communications, using No. 48 sets, were maintained to the 
Fuller during the unloading operations, while the unit's allied contemporaries did likewise to the 
Hunter Liggett. K rations provided the food for the inner man that day, but the exceptional heat on the beach led to many cases of fruit juices being broached as the toilers endeavoured to quench their thirsts. The beach itself soon became a dump of gigantic proportions.

            
Jap forces which swept south through the Solomon Islands against little or no opposition had been halted at Guadalcanal by US forces some months previously. Prolonged and at times severe fighting had ensued before the enemy were driven from the islands. He poured in reinforcements after the initial landings and contested every inch of ground in a way which made it clear that withdrawal from the Solomons was no part of his plans. The island itself, however, was not entirely out of the danger zone, and air raids by enemy aircraft still prevailed. Large transports off the shore and shore installations were often victims of these attacks. Measuring 92 miles long by 33 miles wide at its greatest width, the 'Canal' had little pre-war background. Its only commonly known commercial aspect was the Lever Bros, coconut plantations which paralleled the shore line in symmetrical rows for almost the length of the island. The coconuts, however, had not been picked since the Japanese occupation of the island in 1942, with the result that coconuts falling from their lofty twigs proved almost as dangerous as falling bombs. To the rear of the plantations was the jungle and ranges of the interior. The highest peak, Popomanasiu, rose to 8005 feet. From these ranges flowed many large rivers and amongst those which readily come to mind are the Matanikau and the Lunga—both scenes of bloody action.

            
On the conclusion of the unloading, members of headquarters and No. 1 companies, who had been assisting, left the beach to join their respective companies who were now at the divisional area on a grass-covered coral ridge where the battle of the 'Grassy Knoll' was fought. This was about a mile from the landing point. Everywhere there was evidence of the recent conflict, fox-holes, dugouts and shell holes pockmarked the ground. There were live hand grenades and booby traps all over the area, and extreme care had to be taken when moving about. 

No tents were available that night so everyone slept on camp stretchers under the stars with mosquito nets improvised around their cots. Members of FMC signal section remained on the beach overnight, drawing their cots under some trees where they could string up their mosquito nets for added comfort. The following morning (4 September) No. 1 company was quickly on the job, opening a signal office and an exchange with 12 connections at 9 am. A temporary despatch rider service was also instituted. X section had accompanied the 29th Light Anti-aircraft Regiment to an adjacent area on the same ridge where they immediately opened a signal office at their regimental headquarters and laid lines to the 208th and 209th batteries.

            
All the unit's equipment was being gradually transported by vehicles from the beach to the camp area. Tents were erected and sites were prepared for signal installations and cookhouses. Fox-holes were on the priority list, logs being utilised in their construction to provide protection from anti-aircraft shrapnel which seemed more dangerous than the bombs dropped—apart from a direct hit. Extreme difficulties were experienced in maintaining line communication. Some disused lines were taken over by B cable section, but these were found to be in poor condition. Mobile cranes, graders, bulldozers and falling trees contributed to the constant faults that occurred and gave linesmen a foretaste of the setbacks they were going to receive from this source in future operations. E section prided itself in being the first to produce a news sheet, but it was closely followed by other sections who utilised some of their faster operators to 'take off' the Macky radio press news from station KFS, San Francisco. Water was scarce but a water-point about half a mile away provided facilities for clothes washing. Numerous efforts to divine water in camps were made, but in this they were unsuccessful.

            
FMC signals utilised their own truck to move themselves and equipment from the beach to their area where a signal office commenced to function and the wireless crew reconnoitred for a suitable location to erect the 250-watt transmitter to form the rear link to base, 1,000 miles away in New Caledonia. This was installed in a 4-man prefabricated hut on a ridge, about a mile further inland from FMC. The site had been carefully chosen because of the facilities afforded for the erection of directional transmitting aerials. The power plant, an Onan three kilowatt 

generator, was mounted on a base of coconut logs, aerials were erected, and on 7 September—three days after leaving the beach a wireless communication with base signals was established. With all sections completely set up the first signal diagram for the forward area was issued by unit headquarters, and liaison with the American forces was visible when divisional headquarters became included in the American courier service.

            
From 6 September to 11 September G and J sections participated in amphibious manoeuvres at Efate, New Hebrides, similar to those undertaken by their predecessors, the 14th Brigade and Third Divisional Headquarters. General Barrowclough flew from New Caledonia and Guadalcanal respectively to witness each manoeuvre. The general also visited the transports and chatted with the men.

            
On Guadalcanal D section's signal office was functioning with a complete setup and the traffic being handled was heavy. Apart from the rear link operated by the FMC section no wireless links were maintained within the force. Members of A section therefore found themselves fair game for camp construction duties. Lines were laid locally and to the 14th Brigade, CCS, 10th Mobile Dental, ammunition dump, 144th Independent Battery, 29th Light AA Regiment, Divisional Artillery HQ, and FMC headquarters. 22nd Field Ambulance and trunk lines to US exchanges. Bombs broke some of these lines during air-raids. A despatch rider service covering all New Zealand and some American units was inaugurated. For protection the exchange was put underground in an over-size fox-hole. In spite of the heavy air losses the enemy continued to endeavour to penetrate the defenses with spasmodic raids. Several alarms—or conditions red as they were officially known—on which nothing seemingly happened, provided the first experience of a speedy retirement to fox-holes. Legend had it that TojoVs son lost his life in the fighting on Guadalcanal, and to avenge his death an air attack-was consistently made on the thirteenth of each month—the date of his death. As if to prove this legend, 13 September 1943 proved no exception, and during the night enemy bombers endeavoured to attack the Henderson airfield. At the first sound of the anti-aircraft guns going into action everyone dived for fox-holes, but the excitement was too much to miss and it was not long before personnel were outside again. The hillside 
loca-

tion of the camp provided an ideal grandstand for the ack ack, searchlights and enemy planes as repeated attempts were made to bomb the airfield. The Nips dropped five bombs that night. A spectacular incident often recounted occurred the night a lone fighter aircraft climbed into the black sky patterned with searchlights to destroy, within a few seconds of each other, two Japanese bombers caught in a cone of silver beams. The cheering from the diminutive figures on the ground who had crawled out of their fox-holes to witness the spectacle must have vibrated around the island.

            
The approach of enemy planes—or bogeys—was usually detected _by radar stations situated around the coast. A warning was then issued by the American anti-aircraft unit to New Zealand divisional headquarters. From the D office exchange the 'condition red' was relayed throughout the division per medium of the exchanges at each formation headquarters. Each individual unit then sounded an alarm within its own camp. The all clear was announced by the same procedure. X section became the focal point of signal activity during these raids as it supplied the communications within the 29th Light Anti-aircraft Regiment whose 40 mm bofors stood ready during these and the many raids which followed.

            
An interesting address which gave personnel a fuller appreciation biographically of the islands they were now entering was given by the Bishop of Melanesia, the Right Rev. W. H. Bad-deley, on the history of the Solomons and the customs of the people. The natives on Guadalcanal were of a fine physique. Being missionary trained, they surprised many a conversationalist by answering in perfect English. No attempts have been made, though, to alter the design of their meagre clothing. In many instances army rations replaced their own type of diet, while their smoking tastes extended to the leading brands of American cigarettes. Men, women—and children too—smoked pipes. They could play five hundred like veterans and were as adept at thumbing a ride by truck or jeep as their white brothers. Some of them wxre employed as labourers by the US forces while others performed coast watching duties. The zone of the island occupied by the Allied forces was a seething mass of activity. Trucks, command cars, and jeeps formed an almost endless chain of traffic as they carried supplies and personnel along the coral 

roads which wound through plantations of tall coconut palms to camps and dumps. Stacked high between the palms were thousands of cases of rations and equipment, ammunition, shells, bombs and drums of gasoline—all more or less protected from the enemy by the natural camouflage of the palm fronds overhead. This, however, did not offer protection from destruction and deterioration by the punishment of the tropical climate.

            
Near Lunga Point was the large American cemetery with its rows of gleaming white crosses standing beneath the guardianship of the Stars and Stripes. Further along the road the multitude of American administrative buildings, camps and hospitals contrasted with the jungle and tropical surroundings. It was a miniature city and within this area were the Henderson and Carney airfields and fighter strips, alive with the steady roar of fighter and bomber aircraft taking off and landing. Also from these fields flew the aircraft of the Royal New Zealand Air Force which were playing no small part in the offensive against the enemy. Always of mutual interest was the job of the other fellow, and this was particularly so when personnel of the RNZAF and Third Division met. The hundreds of aircraft going and returning from patrols and raids north of Guadalcanal provided a diversion as they all passed over the signals camp. The RNZAF Hudsons, whose pilots knew the location of the New Zealanders, flew in so low that the wireless section's aerial masts in the camp quivered in the slipstream. In fact a 'Huddy Club' was formed by members of No. 1 company. Its purpose of greeting the passing planes was almost childish, yet it was typical of the small things which men fortunately did to add variety to what would otherwise have been a maddening existence. From the camps could be seen the wrecked Japanese transports along the coastline just south of Cape Esperance—a grim reminder of the thousands of Japs who perished in a vain endeavour to relieve their hard pressed garrison during the fighting for Guadalcanal. Twenty miles north of this scene, across a glass-like surface of tropical green water, could be seen the island of Florida where the Tulagi Harbour provided anchorage and a base for naval shipping. Tulagi is the administrative centre of the group.

            
Outdoor theatres abounded everywhere amongst the allied camps, so much so that one could really pick and choose which 

movie he would see, but the acquisition of a projector, the repair of which was within the scope of M section, provided the personnel of signals at Div with their own source of entertainment. The camp was fortunate in having within its boundaries a natural hillside bowl capable of accommodating many hundreds of troops and so surrounding units also viewed the shows. Sufficient full-length features, shorts and newsreels, all the most recent at that time, were obtained from the service command film library on the Guadalcanal to enable several different shows a week to be screened. Signalman Keith Gill was the capahle projectionist. Programmes were always humorous whether the films were serious or not. The usual rules of decorum did not apply, and any man who differed from the views expressed on the screen said so, loudly and clearly. Strongest exception was taken to anything that purported to show tropic life as an endless round of romance and beauty.

            
One of the strangest tricks of nature and a constant source of interest was the presence of many insects and plants which possessed a strange power of luminosity similar to the more familiar glowworm. In the bush at night small beetles flew about in shoals like animated diamonds, each a pin point of light weaving to and fro. Although no more than a quarter of an inch in length these living dynamos could produce sufficient light to illuminate individual words when walking across a newspaper. Catlike eyes which peered from the bases of coconut trees were another luminous phenomenon of the jungle, glowing constantly in the dark, and following the passerby with an uncanny stare. Durig the day white parrots with their coarse screech were a common sight in the bush but the jungle really came to life at dusk, then with all the weirdest of noises imaginable.

            
Malaria precautions were carried out simply and effectively. At 6 o'clock each evening everyone was required to be dressed with his trousers tucked inside sox or anklets, shirt buttoned up to the neck, and shirt sleeves down; at that time, also, the daily atabrin tablet was taken. Numerous 
anopheles mosquitoes were seen but the freedom from the harmless but annoying mosquito of New Caledonia was almost too good to be true. However, the unit's anti-malaria squad was constantly on guard using a portable spray (carried on the back of the operator) to spread oil on all pools of water for a wide area around the camp, whether they 

be in the forks of trees, puddles on a camp road, or in swamps. The oil covered the surface of the water, suffocating the mosquito 
larvae, thus annihilating the pest before it had a chance to breed and become a serious source of danger through transmitting malaria from natives already infected. It was a crime even to throw a bully-beef tin on the ground; filled with rain water it became an immediate breeding ground. Every signalman appreciated that the regulations were for the good of his own health and abided by them.

            
E and K. sections had already been on Guadalcanal three weeks, and No. 1 company less than a fortnight, when it became evident that another move northwards was afoot. G and J sections were still on the water. Action became the catchword. The New Zealand press published a war correspondent's report that, 'bronzed, lean and hard, the highly trained Third Division of the NZEF is ready to go into action against the Japanese at any time.' E and K sections with the 14th Brigade commenced to pack their equipment, and personnel of these and the other sections each received an issue of jungle suits. Style was not neglected and there were two distinct patterns in the suitings! One was of American origin, known as a fatigue suit, in light green herringbone twill, the other of New Zealand manufacture with the more familiar neater fitting bush shirt, drill trousers, and a soft cloth hat. The latter suit was heavily camouflaged with a variety of blobs and splashes of paint in far from delicate shades of jungle green, yellow, and black.

            
To ensure uniformity in signalling between the allied forces the procedure normally used in the transmission of messages by the New Zealand Corps of Signals was replaced by 'Combined Procedure." This entailed classes of instruction within the sections and some swot by the respective operators to enable a speedy readjustment. What transpired to be a last minute practice Hve shoot by the 17th Field Regiment was carried out over the battle-scarred Skyline Ridge, inland from Point Cruz. E section provided the communications which included the laying of a temporary line to control the traffic approaching the target area east of the Matanikau River. G and J sections arrived on 14 September and disembarked on Guadalcanal at 11 am in the same fashion as the other sections in the earlier convoys. Personnel of J section were detailed to assist with unloading 

operations and the remainder of the section, together with G section, moved with the 8th Brigade to a bivouac area between Kukum and Matanikau. As equipment came ashore an immediate start was made in establishing communications. The brigade broke the ship unloading record established by the 14th - Brigade. By that afternoon J section's signal office was handling traffic, and a switchboard with four connections was in operation. By 9 pm G section had laid lines and established communication with the batteries of the field regiment. An air raid during the night initiated the sections to the forward area. An appreciated amenity to the beach working parties on each of these landings was the presence of the YMCA, whose secretaries dispensed hundreds of welcome cups of tea to sweating tea-conscious New Zealanders.
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Chapter Six

Signals In Battle
            

            
North-west of Guadalcanal lies the New Georgia Group of islands. On New Georgia itself, American and Fijian forces landed early in July 1943 to begin the extermination of the Japanese. Six weeks later, on 15 August, American forces landed on the south-east corner of Vella Lavella. This later invasion was not on a large scale but sufficient foothold was secured to commence the construction of an airstrip alongside the sea at Barakoma and later to establish a perimeter from Barakoma to Joroveto. Some prisoners were taken and they included Jap survivors from the Vella Gulf naval battle on 6 August when naval units intercepted and destroyed three large Nip destroyers. Kolombangara, the other adjacent enemy base (with a fighter airfield at Vila), was now sandwiched between New Georgia and Vella Lavella, and units endeavouring to leave Kolombangara had to run the gauntlet of allied naval interception. A determined effort by the Japanese to retake Vella Lavella was made by over 2,000 Japs almost immediately after the American landing but in their attempt to reach the island only 300 landed, the remainder being either killed or taken prisoner. The Jap forces on Vella then moved unopposed to the north-west corner of the island. On New Georgia the enemy was restricting the allied progress to a yard by yard struggle through dense jungle. Bairoko, the last Japanese stronghold, fell on 30 August after 59 days' fighting for the island, major prize of the victory being the Munda Point airstrip. The enemy, however, still remained on Vella Lavella, and their clearance eventually became the task of the 14th Infantry Brigade Group which, with an advanced 

divisional headquarters, sailed from Guadalcanal on 17 September 1943.

            
Overture to the movement of divisional signals was the departure by air of Lieutenant-Colonel Burns and Captain Gillespie (cipher officer) from Guadalcanal at 7.15 am for Munda, New Georgia, on 15 September. No one had been told officially the name of the next location in the protracted move, but the portion of K section under Sergeant P, I. Gould, E section under the command of Lieutenant L. C. Stewart (as elements of the 14th Brigade), the officer commanding No. 3 company, Captain Gettins, and the advanced party from No. 1 company of 28 other ranks under the command of Second-Lieutenant (later Lieutenant) Simpson had a fair idea of their destination when they boarded invasion craft on the palm fringed beach at Kokombona, Guadalcanal, on the afternoon of 16 September. It was the real thing this time. As the vessels received their complement of personnel they withdrew to an anchorage about a mile off shore. Their wireless sets and equipment had been loaded the day previously. Headquarters company, the remainder of No. 1 company, a portion of K section, and G, J and X sections still remained on the island, but to those whose stay had concluded, Guadalcanal had been an uneventful interlude with the exception, perhaps, of air raids and plenty of practice at digging holes, although signal traffic had been heavy by line and despatch. The odd rhythm of enemy aircraft was heard over the island again during the evening but the convoy remained unnoticed and when the troops awoke the next morning they found themselves off Savo Island, having been under way for some hours on the second stage of the Third Division's move to a forward island in the Solomons.

            
Inside the destroyer screen, an assortment of ships carried their quota of men and equipment. This was the division's first movement on ships of these types, a wartime weapon, distinctive from the battle-grey mercantile transports which ventured from the rearward bases to Guadalcanal only. One type of these invasion craft was known as an LST. Of shallow draft, it pushed its bow through the breakers to the beach, opening bow doors and dropping a huge steel ramp. Inside was a vast parking floor from which trucks and tanks were driven ashore. Accommodation and air conditioning were definitely superior to that 
experi-

enced on the unit's previous sailings, but their appearance did not belie the nick name with which the troops dubbed them—Large Slow Targets. Maybe they were, but they packed a heavy punch from their numerous guns, as many a Jap bomber could testify. Some of the men travelled on destroyers of last war vintage, remodelled and rechristened APDs. They had a better turn of speed than the LSTs or their kindred craft, the LCIs, which also charged the beaches and landed their cargo of men over steel bridges flung from their bows. The crews were US Navy personnel whose interest in the welfare of the New Zealanders earned the appreciation and praise of all ranks. That day at sea was uneventful; there were few fatigues to be performed, which made it a red letter day in itself. The food on the LSTs was good, with fresh eggs and liberal helpings of tinned fruit on the menu, coffee was on tap all day. It was a slightly different story on the LCIs where the fare consisted of dry K rations.

            
An event of unique importance occured when troops on board the ships were given the opportunity of recording their votes for their choice in the New Zealand Parliamentary elections. A similar opportunity was given to the remainder of the division still located on Guadalcanal and New Caledonia, the results of the voting being later transmitted in cipher over the rear link to New Zealand by base signals. That night the moon came up in all its glory. It was a perfect night, perfect for only one thing in that part of the tropics—bombers. A general alarm was sounded during the evening but nothing eventuated. Across the water at Munda the flashing of guns could be seen and fires showed where the enemy bombs had fallen. In the early hours of the morning a further alarm was relayed throughout the convoy, and two protecting destroyers on the flanks opened fire on enemy aircraft. No damage to the convoy resulted from the enemy activity.

            
As they neared Vella Lavella, to starboard the muffled roar of explosions and flashes of fire told of air activity over New Georgia, where the enemy on Kolombangara was taking a tough pummelling. The suspense died away as the ships berthed on the shores of Vella Lavella at 8 am on 18 September 1943. Bulldozers pushed the earth and coral up to the landing ramps of the LSTs, and perspiring signalmen commenced to unload their instruments of war in the torrid heat. The advanced party of No. 

1 company was met on its arrival by Colonel Burns and Captain Gillespie who, following their arrival at Munda by plane, journeyed to Vella Lavella by patrol torpedo (PT) boat arriving the previous night. Brigadier Potter had also journeyed northwards in advance of his troops and was accompanied by the officer commanding K section, Lieutenant Harris, who met his section on arrival. Then later, at 12.15 pm, the Japs came, dive bombers and fighter escorts, in the first serious raid the New Zealanders had experienced. There was a wild scramble for the cover of the jungle and for protection by hugging the earth as never before when bombs began to fall and anti-aircraft guns stippled the sky with black rosettes. If the enemy's objective was the big ships unloading on the beaches, those Japanese who lived to tell the tale must have been bitterly disappointed. A hail of anti-aircraft fire and a force of fighters which included RNZAF representation tore the raiders apart. Dive bombers peeled off to attack an allied crashboat half a mile from the shore. The ship sent two Jap planes crashing in flames and probably scored a third. Fighters accounted for the balance of seven enemy machines that never returned to their bases. The rest fled for home.

            
Unloading was completed by 2 pm and members of No. 1 company were then transported to advanced divisional headquarters area in the jungle, a half mile to the rear of the Barakoma airstrip where the Americans and HQ Island Command were established. This short journey took two hours through a sea of smelly mud which continually bogged down the vehicles. Ground sheets and palm fronds were improvised in an endeavour to provide cover in the wet, dark jungle until tents arrived with later echelons. Fox-holes were dug and suitable spots such as bomb craters in which to dive in an emergency were mentally viewed by members of the company. An Australian coast-watcher warned them that they could expect raids nightly, and the warning was fulfilled shortly after when falling bombs commenced to whistle overhead, landing with a dull crump between the airstrip and the camp. There were seven raids that night, all too close to feel comfortable, and fox-holes were consequently improved the following day. The wellknown trick of dropping beer bottles, bearing the label of the Kirin brewery, Manchukuo, was also resorted to by the Jap. The anti-morale
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A No. 9 wireless set in use by members of the School of Signals at Moindah, former site of Divisional Signals camp. 
Left: Linesmen at the school using spiked pole climbers with which to scale trees. Tt was good practice for the jungle. 
Below: Drivers at the school parading with their mobile signal offices and also the wireless vans
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Two pictures from the jungle on Vella Lavella. 
Above: A group of Divisional Signals personnel taken at Warambari Bay. 
Below: A composite line party from No. 1 company and E and K sections after spending fourteen days in enemy occupied territory laying cable through jungle country which was often indented with coral inlets




effect was much the same as that of a falling bomb except that the long awaited explosion never materialised.

            
E section landed from its APD at Uzamba, slightly north of where the No. 1 company advanced party landed. From this beach to Gill's Plantation at Joroveto (at the northern end of the American perimeter), where the 14th Brigade Headquarters and 17th Field Regiment were established, was approximately six miles. It was therefore necessary for the section to march this distance along a muddy jungle track. Rifles, full packs and sea-kits were carried on this sweltering trek. Highlights of the march were a hasty retreat to the cover of the jungle during the midday air raid, and the wading of the Joroveto River which at that stage did not possess a bridge. That afternoon the section had an exchange in operation. Linesmen laid lines locally and one almost as far as Maravari to the 35th Battalion switchboard, which in turn was connected to the 12th Battery. This entailed the recrossing of the Joroveto River. There wasn't much life left in some of the bodies as they tumbled into their fox-holes that night, but Tojo was determined there should be no sleep. From 8 pm until 5 am the next morning enemy planes were continually overhead and on one occasion members of the section were sprayed with dirt and shrapnel as a bomb exploded perilously close. Fox-holes became much deeper after that! Pickets were posted each night with the instructions that all objects moving above the ground were the enemy. The portion of K section, plus three personnel detached from X section, who were accompanying the 207th Battery, went ashore at Maravari, An ingenious idea was the transplanting of phosphorous plants along the mud tracks of the area as guidance for the speedy movement required to reach fox-holes during air raids. It rained in tropical quantities every night, and with little sun getting through the dense foliage the ground remained a quagmire. Camped alongside advanced divisional headquarters were the Fijian commandos whose prowess on patrols had become legendary.

            
The defence of the perimeter extending from Barakoma to Joroveto was the responsibility of the 4th US Marine Defence Battalion. Inside the perimeter were the American units, New Zealand Divisional Headquarters, 14th Brigade, the airstrip and a naval boat pool at Biloa, just south of the strip. From an 
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overgrown native garden—the only clear spot for miles around— a wireless section established a link with rear divisional headquarters on Guadalcanal, using a ZC1 station. A No. 11 set was linked with 14th Brigade Headquarters, and the operation of the US 25th Division link to the XIV Army Corps on Munda, New Georgia, was also undertaken by the section using the American 191F station operated in a bomb crater fox-hole, half a mile from divisional headquarters. There were six stations on this link. Lieutenant Simpson, Sergeant (later Second-Lieutenant) F. D. Dyer and Lance-Corporal R. E. H. Crabb carried out a reconnaissance of the existing island setup and shortly afterwards the American 'Dog Ear' message centre (signal office) and exchange, both situated in a cave, were taken over by D section. A 'Chorehorse' generator operated by Signalman H. D. Clough of M section kept available a supply of freshly recharged batteries. Reception between and within these jungle blanketed stepping stones during daylight hours was only fair; after darkness it deteriorated even further. Air raids continued nightly with unfailing regularity. With the object of making Vella Lavella secure, the extermination of the Japs who had moved in their entirety to the north-western corner of the island became the objective of the Third Division. To accomplish this mission the 14th Brigade Group, comprising the 35th and 37th Battalions (with the 30th Battalion in reserve), under the command of Brigadier Potter, left the Joroveto area on 20 September by sea in Higgins boats. The two battalions moved in opposite directions around the coast, landing at widely separated points—the 35th at Matu Suroto in the Mundi Mundi district and the 37th at Boro at the head of the Doveli Cove—on the western and northern coast lines. The enemy was somewhere in the jungle between these two points.

            
As K section had not arrived on the island with its full complement it was decided to amalgamate it with E section and then split the combination into two similar working parties. Members of both sections were therefore mixed for the purpose of the campaign. Lieutenant L. C. Stewart remained in command of E section which was attached to the combat headquarters of the 37th Battalion. Lieutenant Harris commanded K section as formerly, the section remaining attached to brigade headquarters. On 24 September a wireless team from each section was 

despatched from Joroveto to join the combat teams on the opposite side of the island. Using No. 11 sets they endeavoured to establish communications with brigade headquarters (still at Joroveto), but owing to atmospheric conditions only the link with the 37th Battalion was successful. After a week on the island, during which time they had experienced continuous air raids, lived, worked and slept in mud, heat, and tropical rain, K and E sections prepared to leave for the battle zone. K section accompanied an advanced brigade headquarters and both sections left Maravari Beach for their respective journeys by Higgins boats around the opposite ends of the island, on 25 September. A rear brigade headquarters was left at Joroveto, to which was attached a portion of K section personnel.

            
Almost simultaneously with the departure of the sections from this area was the arrival of the remainder of K section tinder the command of Second-Lieutenant Crawley and a portion of headquarters and No. 1 companies in a further echelon from Guadalcanal. Their mode of travel was similar to that of the original contingents, and was not without its share of tenseness due to enemy activity. After landing at Uzamba and Z beach (nearer Maravari), the signals complement assisted with the unloading of the LSTs and concurrently sampled the enemy's air fury. One LST was badly damaged, but there were no signals casualties. This portion of K section then trekked through the mud to rear brigade headquarters. Similarly, 23 of the 54 other ranks of headquarters and No. 1 companies under Lieutenant Fitchett went to the future area of divisional headquarters, also in Gill's Plantation, Joroveto (near brigade headquarters). Previously, Colonel Burns with other divisional officers had reconnoitred this site and found it suitable for the ultimate location of divisional headquarters. Five other ranks of the draft went to Barakoma where the advanced party of No. 1 company was still operating, and the remaining 26 of this latest draft—members of B cable section—camped with the 20th Field Engineers at a site between Maravari and Joroveto. Later 11 of these were detailed to prepare for their movement to Matu Soroto.

            
Sergeant A. T. Blampied, BEM, who landed with the advanced party of No. 1 Company, had accumulated considerable data on the existing (American) cable system within the perimeter and this proved of value to the cable section when, under 

Lieutenant Dreaver, they commenced the construction of four main lines from Gill's Plantation to island command at Barakoma. The cable men of all the sections worked extremely long hours under exacting conditions as they climbed tall coconut palms and jungle giants to tie their cable. They used spiked climbing irons attached to their feet to scale the trees while a sweat saturated belt around their waist and the bough were only safety measure. A slip resulted in painful burns from head to foot and the slightest body scratches readily turned septic. A worthwhile innovation was the close liaison with the engineers to ensure that the laid lines were in a position free from the interference of bulldozers and other road-making machinery. With the safe arrival of E and K sections at their respective battle stations the immediate task was the establishment of a rectangular wireless net between advanced brigade headquarters (K section at Matu Soroto), 37th Battalion combat headquarters (E section at Boro), rear brigade headquarters (K. section at Gill's Plantation) and advanced divisional headquarters (No. 1 company at Barakoma). The 35th Battalion was at this stage still with advanced brigade headquarters at Matu Soroto, with whom they maintained communication by field cable. The wireless net was inaugurated on the day following the section's arrival. Conditions at Matu Soroto proved extremely bad for wireless reception and transmission, while at other stations throughout the island they were only mediocre even during daylight hours. After dark, conditions became impossible with the type of sets in use. In an endeavour to improve the position of the advanced brigade station, Sergeant H. G. Jamieson, with a party of eight men from the section—four of whom acted as a bodyguard—took another No. 11 set through the jungle to the hills at Mundi Mundi, a distance of about three miles, where they used the altitude of the location and all their operating resources to try to combat the heavy electrical Interference and screening of the wet jungle. They were completely isolated in enemy territory with the actual battle only a short distance away. Meanwhile Sergeant Gould persisted in his efforts to overcome the existing difficulties with the sections' original station.

            
Also set up were the signal office, cipher section and exchange through which passed all inward and outward transmissions together with telephone calls within the headquarters area and to 

the combat team. Not the easiest of tasks was that of the runners who carried the messages between the signal office and the wireless set. With the station located some 200 yards away in the jungle the runners had to contend with the extremely dangerous task of penetrating the picket defences of brigade headquarters on each occasion they made the journey. To maintain security all messages on the major network were transmitted in cipher. The enciphering of unnecessarily long messages in some respects caused delays in transmission, and a further problem facing operators was the overloading of the net with traffic. Some delay resulted from the utilising of a disused and weather-beaten line for communication between the rear brigade and advanced divisional headquarters stations. This line was often 'out' and consequently required regular attention. It did not seem to be signals day in the wireless field. This same day the 35th Battalion combat team moved forward from its position at Matu Soroto to Pakoi Bay in the initial stages of squeezing the enemy into a coastal strip where he could be eliminated under steady pressure. On 27 September Colonel Burns arrived at Matu Soroto to obtain a first-hand insight into the progress of signal operations, and to review the serviceability of equipment under the conditions prevailing.

            
On the opposite side of the enemy, at the 37th Battalion combat headquarters at Boro, E section quickly settled down to the task in hand. No exchange was set up, but direct lines were laid between the 53rd Anti-tank Battery, 35th Battery and combat headquarters. Attempts to communicate with the 12th Battery attached to the 35th Battalion using a No. 21 set were made but were unsuccessful. A No. 11 set was fully employed on the brigade net and conditions in this area were a little better than those experienced by their contemporaries at K section. It was almost a week before the infantry made any major contact with the enemy, apart from one skirmish on the coast, when a Jap barge was captured and 13 Japs killed. Participating in this successful patrol and action was Signalman M. J. Carroll whose duty as an instrument mechanic was to keep a watchful eye on the patrol's No. 21 set, the only means of communication back to combat headquarters. This barge was later renamed the 
Con fident and was a familiar sight around the shores of Vella Lavella, conveying stores to the various units.

            


            
The dawn of 1 October heralded an eventful day. No. 1 company's No. 11 wireless station on the island net was transferred to the site of divisional headquarters at Gill's Plantation where signals personnel of the second echelon had been actively engaged preparing installations for the movement there of the entire setup from Barakoma. It took almost seven hours to move the distance of six miles to the new site along the roughly hewn roadway which was a sea of mud and fallen coconut logs. In addition to the other wireless links, the American net to Munda was still continued by A wireless section following the move. By this day, too, B cable section linesmen had completed one of the new 'urgently required' trunk lines being laid between Gill's Plantation and Barakoma, thereby enabling the abandonment of the worn out line. Although the smallest, probably no echelon was more welcome than the 15 other ranks who arrived on this day bringing with them three specially designed wireless vans and other technical equipment, including new ZC1 wireless stations. Landing with the 209th Battery at Niarovi were also two divisional signallers detached from X section. As usual the arrival of the convoy had not escaped the watchful eyes of the Japanese and, like its predecessors, the convoy suffered casualties and damage during the unloading operations from ferocious air attacks. The LST from which the 209tb Battery was landing received a direct hit, killing 15 members of a New Zealand bofors gun crew, all in action at their posts on the deck of the landing craft. Among the wounded was divisional signals first battle casualty, Signalman J. J. Ford who, although himself severely wounded, carried a wounded comrade from the hold of the bombed LST—during the actual dive bombing attack—down to the safety of the shore where he collapsed from the loss of blood. The following day, 2 October, No. 1 company moved with advanced divisional headquarters at Barakoma to the new area in Gill's Plantation, Joroveto. About this period the troops on both the east and west coasts witnessed, in the blackness of the night, the glare of naval guns in action, and the curved paths of colourful tracers from the guns of Admiral Halsey's naval forces as they intercepted the enemy attempt to evacuate some 8,000 of his troops from Kolombangara. The navy destroyed over 150 enemy barges during this episode and for weeks after, Jap bodies were seen in the sea and washed up around the coral coastline of 

Vella Lavella. E section with the 37th Battalion had now moved forward from Boro to Tambama, leaving behind one sergeant and 12 other ranks as a rear party to continue operation of the wireless link to Joroveto, in addition to communication with Tambama. At Tambama the section again laid lines, linking direct the battalions and combat headquarters, and 'one to one' working was established with advanced brigade headquarters.

            
The arrival at advanced brigade headquarters of ten members of B cable section under Sergeant E. H. Farrelly, together with an escort of one officer and ten other ranks from the 4th Field Security Section, to amalgamate with linesmen of K section commenced a period of endurance seldom asked of linesmen in the field. Their arrival at Matu Soroto coincided with an attack from approximately 30 enemy dive bombers, which peeled off to strafe the advanced brigade headquarters area. Lines were broken but no signal casualties were suffered. The party's first task was the laying of a line from Matu Soroto to the wireless station at Mundi Mundi, through jungle and mangrove swamp. On the conclusion of this task Sergeant Farrelly, because of sickness, returned to advanced divisional headquarters and the linesmen came under the leadership of Lance-Corporal A. C. Oldham. Communication between advanced brigade headquarters and 35th Battalion combat team (which was gradually moving in on the enemy, northwards from Pakoi Bay) was initially established by utilising a line laid by artillery linesmen to the artillery observation post. The cable party therefore laid a further line direct (well, as direct as the jungle would allow), and this was the only type of communication between brigade and the advancing combat team. Progress, to the accompaniment of torrential rain and air attacks, was slow in the heavy jungle undergrowth, but the party showed a marked aptitude for coping with the difficult conditions. There were no roads, and the self-made tracks were the only means of progress as they hauled and laid the heavy WHO cable. The weight of the half-mile drums was 98 pounds. Two linesmen from K section then remained with the battalion to extend further and maintain the line as they overcame the enemy.

            
Because of the distribution of personnel by the sections, the signal officers, operators, cipher clerks and linesmen were working long hours with little sleep. Every night the enemy was 
over-

head, both bombing and endeavouring to parachute supplies to their own hard pressed troops whose gradually diminishing territory was daily becoming more untenable as the combat teams moved in from either side of the battle area. A controversial subject among wireless men was the belief that Jap planes were 'homing' on the 'send' beam of the unit's radio stations. Some operators therefore took no chances on being on the receiving end of a stick of bombs and they promptly switched off their sets on the approach of enemy planes. The arrival at advanced brigade headquarters and at the 37th battalion headquarters, Tambama, of Signalman P. R. Back and Corporal R. S. Haigh from A wireless section, each with a new ZC1 radio station, was to the overworked operators there like a breath of fresh air. The new arrivals replaced the battered No. 11 sets on the island net. The improvement in reception and transmission with these higher powered stations was immediately noticeable and delays were considerably reduced, although the operators had had little time to familiarise themselves with the sets'capabilities.

            
On 3 October Lance-Corporal D. E. Smith, Signalman C. A. Muir and M. G. Dwyer of E section, with a No. 21 set, participated in a landing by an advanced party of the 37th Battalion at Su Su Bay, and were joined the next day by a further draft from the section. On the discovery by the infantry of the enemy's evacuation of this point a return was made to Tambama and preparation set afoot for a movement on 5 October when the section travelled in assault barges with the battalion to land under heavy automatic weapon fire at Warambari Bay. Signals were actually in the second barge to land, with the enemy less than 80 yards away, and their equipment was unloaded as bullets thudded into the trunks of the coconut palms fringing the water's edge. Local lines were laid within a confined perimeter, and wireless communication with advanced brigade headquarters was achieved 'first call' by the ZC1 operator. Rear combat headquarters was also worked by wireless. Here, the wireless operators made the uncomfortable discovery that their set was only 50 yards away from an enemy sniper engaged in leisurely picking off troops from his tree top hideout, but a burst of bren gun fire put an end to his activities. Lively skirmishes continued during that afternoon and night with members of the section remaining under fire as the beach-head was gradually enlarged. During the night the 

artillery commenced to shell the enemy positions, the shells falling barely 200 yards away from the perimeter. To members of E section inside the perimeter the thought of a 'short one' was uppermost in their minds as they hugged the ground. During the first five days of October, No. 1 company at advanced divisional headquarters had handled 1,000 despatches for transmission by despatch rider and safe handbag (air) while messages containing 14,887 groups, most of which were transmitted by wireless, had passed through their signal office.

            
On the completion of the composite cable party's task on the 35th Battalion side of the battle, its members were conveyed by barge to the 37th Battalion's field of activity, landing at Tambama to amalgamate with E section's cable party and commence the construction of a line through unpatrolled enemy territory to the 37th Battalion, newly dug in at Warambari. Allowing an extra mile and a-half of cable for the unpredictable route of the jungle, the party carried 882 lbs of WHO cable in addition to their own personal effects and weapons as they commenced their expedition through the jungle—a map distance of three miles. With native guides (who were not always sure of their position in the jungle, but possessed an uncanny sense for 'Smelling out' the enemy) line was laid across knee-deep mangrove swamps and crocodile infested rivers. Visibility at its best was limited to 25 yards—it was usually not more than five yards but protection was still being accorded the party by the field security section. K rations and coconuts provided the only nourishment and at nightfall the party slept in a circle with every fourth man awake for a two-hour picket. To complete the nervous tension, no movement, no talking, and no smoking was permissible. Work commenced again at daybreak. On the second day the cable ran out, necessitating a request (over the line) for further supplies to be brought around the coast by barge. The cable soon arrived, together with a much appreciated replenishment of fresh water, and the barge returned to Tambama with a member of the party suffering from dysentry.

            
Although in enemy territory no Japs had been seen but it was generally felt that the party's activities had been observed and relayed by the enemy to dive bombers who came over during the second night to bomb, without success, the area in which the linesmen were bivouacked. On the third day the crack of a Jap 

rifle, followed by bren and machinegun fire and the explosion of grenades quickly deployed the linesmen at the rear of the party. They soon discovered that the original fire was from a Nip rifle in the possession of their native guide who had sighted and shot a Jap in an enemy bivouac area upon which they had come. Following a strafing of the area with automatic fire the linesmen advanced to find that the shot Jap had been the lonesome occupant of a freshly evacuated camp. Had the party not been delayed through running out of cable on the previous day it was probable that they would have encountered a force of some size.

            
Corporal Oldham's party again ran out cable and being uncertain of their location they then left the line to concentrate on reaching Warambari. It was late afternoon when the guide climbed a tree in an endeavour to view their location and reported hearing what was interpreted to be the sound of a battery charger. About 5 pm the fringe of the jungle on the edge of. Warambari Bay was reached, where, across the bay, New Zealanders could be seen bathing. In response to signals from the field security officer, while the remainder of the party stayed under cover, a Higgins boat was despatched from across the bay to effect the party's rescue, but not without precaution, and the protection of three bren guns mounted on the craft in case it should have been a Japanese hoax. A few minutes later, an almost exhausted party was in F. section's encampment at the headquarters of the 37th Battalion combat team. They then learned that their exit from the jungle was covered not only by bren guns but also by mortars, trained on the spot for an eventuality. Over nine miles of cable had been laid on this uncompleted line and, as mentioned before, it was an estimated map line journey of three miles. Throughout the arduous journey the line had been checked for faults every half-mile, and following its completion by linesmen the following day successful telephone communication was established on 9 October.

            
On the nights of 6 and 
7 October it was estimated that nearly 500 of the enemy were evacuated by sea near Warambari but in view of the naval activity which ensued a few miles north of the island it was doubtful whether any of these reached the refuge of another base. The 35th Battalion combat team advanced to Marquana Bay (only a few hundred yards from Warambari) for the conclusion of the campaign and linesmen 

quickly linked the two battalions by cable, thereby providing telephone communication along a line then extending from Tambama to Matu Soroto. The Jap had been decisively defeated in his first encounter with the division. Very few prisoners had been taken but over 200 Japs had been killed. There were no divisional signals casualties during the land operations, and the health of the unit was good despite the conditions and dry fare on which everyone lived. E section subsidised its rations with rice, left by the fleeing enemy, and found it a palatable sustainer. Morale received a considerable boost, too, by the arrival of New-Zealand letter mail at the commencement and conclusion of the campaign. When the noise and strain of the fighting died away the coral beaches took on a slightly more attractive appearance, and opportunity was taken to soothe tired feet and bodies in the salt water. Wet clothing that had clung to the skin for three long weeks was washed and dried. Some men shaved, but others were proud of their 'growth' and decided to retain their beards as long as orders allowed. 'I would rather suffer the monotony of seeing mile upon mile of endless desert than the claustrophobia of the jungle fastness,' said one man who had experienced both theatres of war. 'The desert lets you travel where you will; the jungle dictates its own terms. I have never known such difficulties in transport and supplies.'

            
During the action natives, proud members of the British Solomon Islands Protectorate Defence Force (BSIPDF) had rendered invaluable service as guides to infantry patrols and line parties whose duties took them through enemy territory. The natives also used walkie-talkie wireless sets over which, in their Biloa and Roviana languages, they passed messages that naturally defied interpreting by the Japanese. Throughout the period signals had virtual radio communication from the front line to Army Headquarters, Wellington. The link commenced from E and K sections to No. 1 company on Vella Lavella, from No. 1 company to FMC signals on Guadalcanal, from FMC signals to base signals at Bourail, New Caledonia, and from base signals to Wellington—an entire divisional signals network, covering a span of approximately 2,500 miles. In addition divisional signal safe handbags, carrying many hundreds of despatches, were simultaneously transported between the islands by aircraft, 

enabling delivery to the addressee within a few hours of their being lodged at the respective signal offices.

            
E section with the cable men from No. 1 company then returned to Boro where the cable parties commenced the construction of an earth return circuit from Boro to Varusi, a distance of four miles. B cable section linesmen, however, assisted with only the first mile of this project before returning to Joroveto and members of K section moved up to assist in the completion of the line. Further members of E section accompanied an infantry patrol which left for Karaka from where operators E. J. McCool, T. R. Morrison and Carrol (mechanician) using a No. 21 set maintained wireless communication with 37th Battalion Headquarters, and when E and K sections left Boro and Matu Soroto respectively to return around the island to their permanent camps at Joroveto about the middle of October, Sergeant W. J. Butt, of the former section, remained behind to supervise battalion personnel laying a jungle telephone line between Boro and Paraso Bay. K section linesmen under Second-Lieutenant Crawley continued then to lay lines in the northern area to connect with lines laid by No. 1 company on the eastern coast to the PT base at Lambu Lambu and with the assignment to encircle the island with cable for line communication. This task was considerably facilitated by depositing the cable in dumps around the coast from barges, thereby obviating the need for manhandling the heavy drums through the jungle. The 35th and 37th Battalions remained at Watoro and Boro, and to each of their headquarters was attached radio operators from K section with ZC1 stations to maintain links with brigade headquarters which had also returned to Joroveto. Due to atmospheric conditions much of the traffic on these links was transmitted in speech in lieu of the morse normally used. At this period, also, the unit received a visit from the Lethbridge Military Mission which comprised Brigadier Bartlett (Royal Corps of Signals) and Lieutenant-Colonel Cummins (Royal Canadian Corps of Signals), accompanied by two colonels of the United States Army. They engaged in conference with Colonel Burns and later met officers and other ranks of the cable, wireless and maintenance sections with whom they discussed, and witnessed, signal problems as they affected the unit under jungle and front line conditions.

            
On 10 October No. 1 company was also in wireless 
communi-

cation with a small force which had landed on Gizo Island, a former Japanese naval headquarters, south of Vella Lavella. This station, with the invading party, was operated by Signalman C. T. Coombs, of A wireless section. Nine days later another A section operator, Signalman I. S. Russell, accompanied a similar force to Ganongga Island, but unfavourable conditions rendered reception difficult at divisional headquarters. Between these dates, on 14 October, a further draft from Guadalcanal, comprising six officers and 61 other ranks from HQ and No. 1 company, together with Padre Hartley, the unit medical orderly, and three pigeoneers of the 831st US Signal Service Company, disembarked at Maravari Beach and went to Gill's Plantation. The bulk of the unit's equipment also arrived in this echelon.

            
With the invasion of the Treasury Islands on 
27 October by the 8th Brigade Group a further wireless link on which the traffic became very heavy came into being. Peak period for transmission and retransmission—for many of the messages were for retransmission to Guadalcanal—was reached on the last day of the month when the number of groups handled in a 24-hour period created a new unit record. The feat was all the more noteworthy because of the shocking atmospheric conditions prevailing. The signals were at times almost too weak to be read. The operators were Lance-Corporal P. R. Back, Signalmen G. D. McDonald, L. M. Moran, and A. N. Palmer, who completed their watches almost exhausted. In recognition they received the following memorandum:—'Personnel 2FS—5DK W/T set. The commanding officer has asked me to compliment the operators on this link in handling 4,175 groups during the 24 hours period—0800 30 Oct. to 0800 31 Oct. Lt.-Col Burns considers this quantity of work a probable record. May I also extend my own congratulations and express my sincere appreciation. (Sgd.) T. R. Murphy, Capt. 31 Oct. 43.'Under the supervision of Regimental Sergeant-Major Holden the camp of unit headquarters, and headquarters and No. 1 companies, hidden from the air under the natural camouflage of the neatly spaced coconut palms in Gill's Plantation, began to assume a laidout appearance as roads and tracks were constructed and the undergrowth cleared from around the tents.

            
To enable its functioning during air raids, D section's two BD 72 exchanges were placed underground, and there was plenty of 

sweaty pick and shovel work in the hard coral, digging fox-holes, latrines and an 18 foot water well. The well on completion provided ample fresh, although slightly brackish, water for showers which were erected from a wide variety of 'acquired' accessories. Piping, roses, airstrip metal matting—all rarities—together with the proverbial 44-gallon petrol drums were utilised in the construction of this camp luxury. A hand pump was used at first to draw the water for filling the tanks but the mechanical mind of M section soon devised a labour-saving substitute in the form of an electric pump, run from batteries, which automatically commenced to operate when the water level in the tanks fell below a certain level. The 'Grand Hotel' of the fox-holes was a large one constructed for certain officers, complete even to embrasures. A cookhouse was erected, and IPP tents were utilised for quartering and ration stores. Messes were IP tents at first, but later a men's mess of liberal proportions was constructed using tarpaulins and coconut logs.

            
Unit headquarters, the signal office, exchange, cipher section and wireless stations were all housed either underground, in tents or in wireless vans adjacent to divisional headquarters on a ridge which rose above the actual camp area. Access to this scene of activity from the camp was by steps cut in the hillside and, although they were not exceptionally long or steep, so humid was the atmosphere during daylight hours that the wartime catch line 'is your journey really necessary?' readily loomed before anyone contemplating the climb. Within a few hundred yards of divisional headquarters, too, were E and K sections where each had similar individual camps in the jungle, wireless, telephone and despatch rider channels of communication to their formation units. Progressively received with the echelons were the sections' jeeps, six-by-fours, quads and wireless vans, which became actively engaged in assisting communication tasks. The wireless vans were a new acquisition, in use under active service conditions for the first time. Designed and constructed in New Zealand, the vehicles were complete with ZC1 radio stations and ZA1 50-watt amplifiers, generator for battery charging, electric fans for interior coolness, blackout screens to enable the continuity of transmission during air raids, and built in desks and cupboards. Their mobility, like that of other vehicles in the jungle scene, however, was limited to clearings or prepared pathways.

            


            
As the brigade and the divisional headquarters began to settle down in their respective defence areas communications again assumed the more familiar static role with a local coverage embracing the entire island. E section handled the flow of traffic between headquarters of the 17th Field Regiment and its batteries, and was linked by trunk line to brigade headquarters. From brigade headquarters K section transmitted messages and despatches to the two dispersed battalions, to the nearby 30th Battalion and supporting units within the group. The section also established a report centre at Maravari which became the transmission point for all despatches sent by barge to the companies around the coast. The switchboard at K section was then in turn linked to the underground exchange of No. 1 company at divisional headquarters by two trunk lines. From this latter board extended some further 50 telephone circuits connecting division to the naval base, air operations, the field companies, forward ordnance depot, 22nd Field Ambulance, ASC and a host of other New Zealand and American units. To all these areas lines had to be laid and to assist in the maintenance of the myriads of them faultmen were required to remain camped at various points to ensure speedy repairs as faults developed— whatever the hour of the day. The lines received no respect from bulldozers, electrical storms and falling trees. WHO cable was used for the majority of permanent lines while for the trunk lines from Joroveto to the naval base, at Biloa, 'spiral 4' came into use. The neat appearance of the lines as they entered the divisional exchange from their coconut tree terminal was certainly a reflection of credit on the workmanship of D section linesmen who operated under Corporal J. R. Stephens. A further task which engaged the linesmen of B cable section was the laying of a 'hot loop' to the defensive anti-aircraft guns bordering the coastline.

            
Not the least spectacular part played by members of the unit was that of exchange operators who in shifts over 24 hours a day plugged through hundreds of telephone calls which were all vital in the operational and administrative employment of the division. For the operators this involved a wide immediate knowledge of code names and formation dispositions to facilitate plugging through the calls of subscribers with the speed generally only expected of a modern metropolis. Typical of the opera-
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After every rainstorm mud rose to the floors of jeeps on the roads through the jungle. 
Left: Sergeant E. Marriot, a member of the cipher section, coding a message for transmission by wireless. 
Below: A No. 48 wireless set in use during operations in the jungle met with on Vella Lavella





[image: Linesmen of D section at work on a jungle 'telegraph pole' where a network of telephone cables converged to enter the exchange situated at Divisional Signals in Gill's PlantationThe coast road on Vella Lavella before it was formed by the engineers. Right: Corporal R. Macdonald and Lance-Corporal A. W. Harvey operating a No. 11 set on Vella Lavella]
Linesmen of D section at work on a jungle 'telegraph pole' where a network of telephone cables converged to enter the exchange situated at Divisional Signals in Gill's Plantation

The coast road on Vella Lavella before it was formed by the engineers. 
Right: Corporal R. Macdonald and Lance-Corporal A. W. Harvey operating a No. 11 set on Vella Lavella



tors
 was Lance-Corporal K. J. Colebrook whose distinctive voice and general operating efficiency was in evidence over many a jungle circuit. Each section, using jeeps for conveyance, maintained its own despatch rider services in scheduled runs embracing all the units—both New Zealand and American. Wireless links were operated by A wireless section to the naval base and to the First (US) Marine Amphibious Corps while continuous distant links to the Treasuries and the rear link to Guadalcanal occupied further stations. In the instance of traffic from the Treasuries destined for areas rearward of Vella Lavella this was intercepted and rebroadcast. A job of work which possessed a certain thrill about it, insomuch as the distant operators were transmitting their messages from inside enemy territory, was provided when Signalmen F. B. Casey, G. E. McCauley and D. H. Hancox took over the operation of a wireless station netted with coast-watching stations on Bougainville, Kolombangara, Choiseul and other islands in the Solomons group. This section of operators came under the command of the Australian services.

            
Scene of activity for many personnel was the naval base at Biloa. a short distance past the airstrip. Here, faultmen lived together with operators of both D and A sections who provided wireless and landline communication with divisional headquarters. This location often fell within the target area of Jap bomber sights and those stationed there experienced 'close shaves' on more than one occasion, At the same site was a store of American signal supplies and equipment which came directly under the control of divisional signals. Two B cable section faultmen also remained nearby at air operations headquarters. Fullerphones were used originally in the land link to navy from the signal office at divisional headquarters, but with the arrival from New Zealand of the new long range telegraph sets—a development of the SEE—they were immediately replaced by the latter instruments. The function of the two machines was similar in that they both transmitted morse signals which could not be intercepted by tapping the lines, but the increased range of the LRTS coupled with its crystal clear note, which was music in the ears of operators, made it a more acceptable instrument.

            
The movement from the island of the First Marine Corps 

shortly after Christmas resulted in an additional six lines being added to the divisional switchboard and further lines coming under the maintenance of New Zealand linesmen. On 6 January 1944 E section with regimental headquarters of the 17th Field Regiment moved from their location near the 14th Brigade Headquarters to Ruruvai (a few miles north of Joroveto) thus necessitating the reestablishment of the signal exchange, and lines to subscribers at the new site. In January, also, Signalmen T. C Manley and H. I. Leonard, of K section, accompanied further infantry patrols to Gizo and Ganongga as operators of a ZC1 station with which they maintained contact with their parent headquarters. Events were moving fast in the Solomons and by now Vella Lavella had become but a name in a growing chain of successes against the enemy in the South Pacific.
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Chapter Seven

Opposed Landing
            

            
Within the few weeks following the arrival of G and J sections on Guadalcanal a programme of intensive training commenced. X section, which had arrived earlier on the island, also participated in this schedule. In addition all three sections had been operational from the moment of arrival inasmuch as they continuously maintained signal offices, despatch services, exchanges and general telephone communications within the brigade. Particular attention was paid to practice in laying submarine cables, and the linesmen of each section became as adept at working on the water as they were at laying lines on the land. On 
7 October the ranks of J section were increased by the addition of two officers and 47 other ranks of the First US Marine Amphibious Corps who were to participate with the section on impending operations.

            
Realistic landing trials under a blazing sun on the beaches of Florida Island also occupied the section's time when, with the 8th Brigade, they crossed the channel from Guadalcanal in invasion craft. On the shore wireless and telephone links were established between brigade headquarters and the battalions, but communications were not the feature of the manœuvre, its purpose being to train in amphibious landings. This exercise was repeated on two successive days, a portion of the sections going on each occasion. Later, a jungle shoot carried out on the battlefield known as 'Bloody Ridge,' on Guadalcanal, lacked nothing in realism. These sections also received their allocation of the new ZC1 radio stations, and in exploring their capabilities no efforts were spared. Typical was the action of G section operators who gained valuable knowledge when they took a set 

to Henderson airfield for ground to air tests. The same set was then taken into the jungle for further similar experiments, although naturally a considerable drop in range was recorded from the blanketed side. Training continued and mechanicians checked and rechecked all the equipment to ensure the utmost efficiency on D-day, but it was a tough proposition endeavouring to keep one jump ahead of the climatic conditions.

            
Finally, on about 23 October, the packing of the section's equipment began in earnest for the forthcoming move of the Sth Brigade, announced as the invasion of the Treasury Islands which lay 278 miles north of Guadalcanal and less than 30 miles south of the strong Japanese base of Bougainville. Between the Treasuries and Bougainville lay the Shortland Islands, then the hub of the enemy's float-plane activity and a veritable fortress of both coastal and anti-aircraft guns. At this juncture the northernmost forces in the Solomon Islands were those of the 14th Brigade on Vella Lavella. The aim of operation 'Good-time'—as it was officially known—was to enable the establishment of radars and the construction of an airstrip by American units for the ultimate assistance of forces landing on Bougainville. It was therefore the New Zealanders' purpose to capture and clear the islands of the enemy and to afford the specialists the needed protection in the fulfilment of their tasks. The entire landing force was under the command of Brigadier R. A. Row, DSO.

            
The Treasury Group is a British possession consisting mainly of the larger Mono and smaller Stirling Islands. Their inhabitants are brawny Solomon Islanders. Between these two islands lies the waterway known as Blanche Harbour—a sheltered anchorage ideally suitable for naval purposes and for the amphibious landing of troops on the islands' shores. Sand maps were used as the basis for making every man familiar with the part he had to play in the undertaking and everything was planned to the last detail. Personnel of G and J and X sections embarked on 25 October on LSTs and LCIs with the other elements of the brigade for the journey northwards of the first echelon. Landing and unloading practices were again carried out to ensure that everyone was familiar with the procedure, as a hitch could mean success or failure. Late that afternoon the convoy pulled out into the stream to await sailing orders which 

came at 4 am the following morning. Meanwhile, the much faster APDs were loading their complements and they sailed at 1 pm the same day. The journey up through the New Georgia Group that day was without incident, but that night as the ships approached Simbo Island a flare dropped by enemy aircraft fell near the gunboats. Strangely, nothing further eventuated from this episode. The weather during the day was fine but it deteriorated during the night and it was raining heavily in the early hours of the morning of 27 October when the 23 troop-carrying ships of the convoy approached their destination. Suddenly the silence of the dawn was broken as the escorting destroyers commenced to belch flame and explosives from their guns in the process of softening up the landing beaches at Falamai, Mono Island. Under the cover of the destroyers and gunboats successive waves of infantry entered Blanche Harbour in assault craft, into which they had transferred outside the entrance.

            
The bombardment ceased at 6.24 am when silence reigned momentarily. Two minutes later the first New Zealanders to make an opposed landing since Gallipoli in World War 1 streamed on to the coral sand beaches in the face of fierce enemy machinegun fire. As the second wave, consisting of LCIs and LSTs, pushed their noses on to the beaches at Falamai the enemy found the effective range for their mortars, causing casualties to men, vehicles and ships, and under heavy fire the beach-head was gradually enlarged by the 29th and 36th Battalions. A number of enemy emplacements within the village were the first to receive attention from the invaders and these were quickly silenced, although one which feigned a knockout later came to life. The only ones to escape attention from this Nip nest were members of J section, under Second-Lieutenant Gowland who, with all their equipment, filed past unmolested in the process of forming their forward report centre near Cutler's Creek.

            
With each of the two battalions landing on Mono Island were wireless detachments from J section, equipped with ZC1 radio stations, and linesmen to lay assault cable back from the battalion headquarters to the report centre. The wireless sets were protected from salt spray and mud by carrying them ashore in waterproof coverings. It was here that Signalman F. E. Fry, a member of one of these detachments, received shrapnel wounds 

which necessitated his evacuation from the scene of action. Signalman T. M. Horan also received a slight arm wound but was able to carry on with his allotted task. G section was represented in the landing on Mono Island by a wireless detachment which, along with a wireless crew from J section, were with a company of the 34th Battalion, known as Logan Force, which landed on the northern side of the island at Soanotalu. Their function was to relay fire orders from the forward observation officer for supporting artillery eight miles away on Stirling. Typical of the load carried by most signal vehicles was that of G section's jeep which went ashore at Falamai beach. With the rear seat removed it was laden with four heavy wet batteries, a battery charger, a container of white spirit, oil, tent, shovel, pick, three cans of water, three telephones, and three and a-half miles of Don 3 cable. Its chassis springs had ceased to function as such. A further jeep carrying a ZC1 radio station and its component parts for J section's report centre signal office, was driven ashore by Corporal R. A. MacDonald under a hail of enemy fire. The jeep and its driver were aboard the ill-fated LST 485, which received a direct hit as it beached near Cutler's Creek. The courage displayed by Corporal MacDonald on many occasions did much to maintain the morale of the men engaged at the report centres. Wireless operators with a No. 21 set and linesmen, all of X section, accompanied a reconnaissance party of the 29th Light Anti-aircraft Regiment ashore also to establish a forward report centre, while further crews of wireless operators from the section landed with the 208th and 214th Batteries at the same location. The No. 21 set, however, was not used extensively as it was more convenient to run telephone assault cable through the dense growth than to try transporting the set.

            
Across Blanche Harbour, on Stirling Island, landings were made simultaneously with those on Mono. Here the 34th Battalion and brigade headquarters landed without opposition. A wireless detachment of J section was with the battalion headquarters. Headquarters of the 29th Light Anti-aircraft Regiment and the 38th Field Regiment also became established there, and at each of these, signal offices, exchanges and radio communication were immediately inaugurated by X and G sections respectively. The former section was in contact with the 208th Battery and the latter with Loganforce and brigade headquarters.

            


            
Nerve centre of the entire setup was a portion of J section under the command of Captain Parkhouse at brigade headquarters. To and from here flowed all wireless, line and despatch traffic. Here, too, was the rearward wireless link from brigade to divisional headquarters on Vella Lavella operated by Corporal H. M. Grant. Contact over this span of 69 miles was made soon after landing. From the moment of the brigade's departure from Guadalcanal A wireless section of No. 1 company had two intercept sets in readiness for the receipt of traffic. This was the only wireless channel on which cipher was used, communication over the other links within the bridge being R/T, which to the layman means speech in plain language. Many of the messages transmitted were direct verbal orders by the various formation commanders to their officers. Linesmen were to the fore of activity, and from J section's report centre on Mono Island assault cable was speedily laid from the 10-line switchboard to the supporting units by a party under Lance-Corporal T. Burke. Likewise further cable men from X section under Corporal L. J. Bennett laid lines from the 29th Light Anti-aircraft advanced report centre on Mono Island to the 208th, 214th and 198th (US) Batteries. Later in the day, however, the 214th Battery was withdrawn to the Stirling Island side of the battle zone. Further lines were required in the linking of the 29th Light Anti-aircraft Regimental Headquarters and an American headquarters responsible for advertising the approach of enemy planes. The information received was then used as the basis of fire orders transmitted over a network embracing the guns of the antiaircraft batteries. On the link, also, were the 38th Field Regiment (G section) who used the in formation in an opposite manner, namely, to cease the fire of their field pieces to avoid detection from the air. Also on Stirling Island a link with the 34th Battalion was laid from brigade headquarters along the coral shore-line and through the jungle by linesmen of J section, under the outstanding leadership of Lance-Sergeant A. P. W. Godbold, and the signal diagram for the entire brigade group within a short period of the original landing showed a complete communication system by telephone and wireless from the forward infantry companies right back to brigade headquarters. The gap between the two islands was bridged by wireless at this stage. Linesmen earned the high praise of senior officers as 

time and again they went out under fire to lay and repair lines which had been broken by mountain gun and mortar fire. There were no roads of any kind on the islands, and bulldozers and falling trees also played havoc with the lines, as the foothold on Falamai was gradually extended.

            
Pup and camouflaged tents were used as shelters for the signal offices at most centres, but foremost consideration was the quick excavation of deep fox-holes in which to house and protect the wireless stations, exchanges and cipher clerks, and to this end all available personnel were diverted. A twice-daily task was the recharging of the batteries from the ZC1 stations which were with the battalions. As J section's battery charges on Mono Island were at the report centre this entailed a wearisome trudge with the cumbersome load quite a distance through jungle in which snipers still lurked. Appreciated therefore was the action of a padre who voluntarily acted as bodyguard to the carriers of the recharged batteries.

            
As darkness fell a Japanese float plane put in an appearance over the islands, presumably with a view to determining the force's anti-aircraft defences, but the guns remained silent. To assist the plane in its mission enemy land forces shot brilliant flares over the New Zealand positions. It then became apparent that the enemy's attention was focused on disrupting communications, as the only bomb dropped landed in close proximity to the underground wireless station at J section's report centre. Although the station escaped unscathed every line leaving the report centre switchboards was ripped to shreds. The linesmen of J and X sections immediately commenced to repair the damage but not without incurring considerable personal danger, as the Jap, well known for his infiltration tactics, was endeavouring to create confusion. The natural noises of the jungle at night were sufficient in themselves as a test of nerves without the unwelcome attentions of the prowling enemy. In the second day the laying of telephone lines across Blanche Harbour to link the two islands became the priority work of linesmen and both J and X sections were engaged in this task. The enemy on Mono Island was being gradually pushed back and exterminated by the battalions, so consequently interference from this source was almost eliminated, although a few snipers still held effective hide-outs from which they shot at small craft plying within the harbour. Due to the
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Through such country as this, depicted by an official artist, signals personnel laid lines and worked wireless sets in operations in Solomons
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A view 
of Blanche Harbour, Treasury Islands, from Sth Brigade Headquarters. J, G and X sections took part in capture of these Islands. The harbour lay between Mono and Stirling
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This native orchestra entertained A wireless section during a visit to Simbo Island. In the foreground is a gift of tropical fruits. 
Below: Solomon Islanders in their large war canoes which were hidden in the jungle during the time of the Japanese occupation. The bow and stern pieces were usually beautifully ornamented with coloured feathers and gums




non-availability at this stage of power boats, paddle assault craft were used for the line laying operations. Old cable drums were used as weights to anchor the W130 (assault cable), D8 and WHO cable, and at the respective shore terminals the usual New Zealand ingenuity was displayed in the use of tethered coconuts to float the submarine cable over the shallow water to avoid damage on the sharp coral. Stepping stones in this undertaking were Watson and Wilson Islands, two conveniently placed dots in the harbour. The life of these telephone lines was continually in the balance. Landing craft beaching and the continual motion of the sea currents gradually chafed the lines until they ceased to function, necessitating an almost full-time repair job for linesmen. The assault cable used was only a temporary measure and it was later replaced by the considerably heavier WHO.

            
On the shore, long bladed machetes were a valuable part of the cablemen's equipment for hacking their way through the dense undergrowth. Linesmen carried rifles also but they were found to be heavy and cumbersome, although it was never known when they would provide the means of protection. It was all accepted as part of a day's work, normally unspectacular but tremendously important in the realisation of successful communications. A further line laid that day was one from the 38th Field Regiment Headquarters to brigade headquarters by three men of G section under Lance-Corporal W. F. Rambaud. This section was also responsible for lines to the 50th and 52nd Batteries when they landed on Stirling Island in the second and third echelons respectively.

            
Little sleep was enjoyed by any personnel during the night. Communications were maintained throughout and, within an outer circle of foxholes around the respective report centres, pickets did their best to stay awake. No talking, smoking or movement was allowed in their cramped positions but a rope strung between the trenches was tugged to convey pre-arranged signals from one to the other of the guard. This protective task was later undertaken by the provosts and the brigade defence platoon. One of the foremost difficulties confronting the three section commanders was the provision of suitable facilities during the night hours to enable signal office personnel—especially cipher—to work with lights and yet retain security by the complete blackout enforced. It was not particularly comfortable for the 
opera-

tors cooped up in the covered fox-holes where the condensation immediately spelt trouble for wireless sets and also exchanges. The mobile wireless vans taken forward unfortunately proved of little assistance owing to the humid conditions within their enclosed operating cabin when the blackout shutters were drawn into position. Signalman D. E. Plummer, of G section, had a long and busy day operating a ZC1 radio station on Stirling-Island from which he retransmitted messages from brigade headquarters to Loganforce at Soanatalu and also to a spotter plane in the skies above the islands.

            
As night fell at the end of the second day's action the enemy ground forces again endeavoured to sow seeds of confusion in the New Zealand lines and some 30 to 40 bombs were dropped by the Nip air force in an unsuccessful endeavour to attain the desired effect. Allied anti-aircraft guns opened up for the first time and balls of coloured tracers ballooned skywards in a ring of defence. To the gunners it was their job; but for the signalmen who had installed the communications and hot loops which enabled the coordination of gun fire and orders, there was that warm satisfaction of being the men who aided such efficiency. Due to the prevalence of snipers during the night on Mono Island it became necessary for the adoption of 'freddie' procedure (no reply) on the receipt of messages to avoid disclosing the presence of some of the radio stations. Further, it was the general belief that the enemy was 'homing' on the sets, as stations were strafed on three successive nights despite a move of considerable distance each day. Further to substantiate their claims X section used a remote controlled station as a decoy and that location was bombed. The busiest of all wireless links was naturally the rearward one on which traffic between the Treasuries and divisional headquarters on Vella Lavella became considerably heavier each day.

            
Gradually the sections consolidated their positions, new lines were laid, others maintained and the general facilities for signal offices, exchanges and wireless stations were improved. Together with their equipment the remaining personnel from Guadalcanal arrived in further echelons and with the sections back to their normal strength the initial plan was the reallocation of the men at their respective posts to enable some respite for those weary through the strain of the battle. Air raids continued, 

mostly by float planes, at night and although the resultant damage was negligible they at least had a nuisance value in that they disrupted any plans for a good night's sleep. A further highlight in communication facilities was the use of radio telephone. The ZC1 stations at the respective headquarters were linked to the exchanges and consequently it was possible for verbal messages to be passed by commanders on Stirling Island merely by picking up the handset on a field telephone and speaking. The conversation passed along the land line to the exchange, thence by further line to the wireless sets and was then broadcast to a similar receiving set at the other end of the link, which in this instance, was on Mono Island. Extending the range even further, General Barrowclough from his headquarters on Vella Lavella spoke with the clarity of a local hometown call to Brigadier Row-on the Treasury Islands, under similar circumstances.

            
On 3 November the detachment with Loganforce at Soano-talu repulsed Japanese infiltration into its area and Signalman T. R. Tolley (of G section) had a lucky escape when his rifle was hit by an enemy bullet, the resulting splinters penetrating above his left eye and causing a slight wound. Two days later linesmen completed a cross island land line from J section's report centre at Falamai to Malsi. This was later extended to Soanotalu. With the Union Jack flying over Falamai beach the sections cleared their allocated camp areas and endeavoured to make living conditions as comfortable as possible in the surroundings. Rations were at first of the C and K type, but with the arrival of equipment and camp positions becoming static, field cookers made their appearance and normal rations of the more familiar bully beef, vienna sausages and dehydrated vegetables were again placed on the menu. A further bombing interlude occurred on the night of 26 November when a bomb fell close to brigade headquarters and brought down several trees. These in turn broke all the lines leaving J section's switchboard. The bomb dropped at 9.30 pm and within two hours the lines were repaired and communications fully restored. There were nine alarms the following day but no further line damage was recorded. Members of J section delight in reviving the tit-bit that this was the only occasion on which they ever heard their officer swear. It transpired that, endeavouring to dodge some protruding tent ropes 

and at the same time throw himself flat on the ground for protection, he ended up head first in a dixie of tea!

            
Early in December, Stirling Island commenced to assume a new face as American construction battalions landed on the shores from successive waves of LSTs with thousands of tons of heavy equipment and commenced the construction of an airstrip and base in the matted jungle bordering the locations of J, X and G sections. Giant bulldozers, scoops and cranes worked night and day with ant-like precision tearing the jungle down and levelling the island into a mile and a-quarter strip of smooth-blinding white coral, complete with revetments. The only discouraging aspect of this operation was the fate of the multitude of telephone lines then extending between the exchanges and subscribers along the island. These became open game for the bulldozers and falling trees and provided plenty of scope for airing the extensive vocabulary of the linesmen who were con-. stantly employed repairing them. SCATS flew in under the protective cover of fighter aircraft to drop by parachute vitally needed equipment. By the end of the month the strip was completed and fully operational. This enabled the joining of another link in the daily air carriage of signal safe handbags containing many hundreds of certified official despatches in a service which spanned from the Treasuries to Vella Lavella, Guadalcanal, New Caledonia and New Zealand. Japanese intelligence seemed well aware of the potential dangers of this new base and they made determined efforts to cripple it from the air but without success. In one memorable prolonged attack the defensive anti-aircraft guns around the island belched a curtain of fire into the heavens until their barrels blistered and ammunition was almost exhausted.

            
Despatch rider circuits became scheduled routine from the section signal officers. Jeeps, those rugged defers of the mud and jungle, were used as the means of transportation on Stirling island; on Mono Island the courier used a boat for his daily run around the coast from the report centre at Falamai, to Malsi and Soanotalu in the delivery of despatches. With the number of telephone lines on Stirling Island increasing almost daily it became evident that a more permanent arrangement was required to carry the cross-island lines in lieu of the existing tree-tying method. The erection of a poled line, similar to that used in cities, was decided upon. Sufficient linesmen for the undertaking 

were not available within J section itself but with the addition of some American 'wiremen' and 24 men loaned from No. 1 company on Vella Lavella, the task was completed. Besides the erection of the poles it involved the transferring of over 200 miles of cable on to the insulators on the crossarms; this on an island barely three and a-half miles long. The transformation was to that of a metropolitan office. A further feat was the replacement of the submarine cables across Blanche Harbour with a heavy rubber-covered cable which at that time was deemed the most modern of its kind in the world, but its life was short, for soon after it was laid a Liberty ship in the harbour dragged its anchor across this communication cord, severing it in two. The only alternative was to replace it with a further cable which again engaged New Zealand and American signal personnel, including divers.

            
Synonymous with the tropical heat of the islands which caused rivulets of sweat continually to run down the men's bodies as they worked, was the torrential rain, deafening thunder and vivid lightning that even succeeded in penetrating the protective and distributing (P and D) frames of the exchanges and bowling operators from their seats. Blown light globes on the exchanges, and shorted rectifiers in the wireless sets, were common victims. Typical of the fortunate escapes experienced by most, at some time or another, was the evening when occupants of a tent at J section avoided injury when a lofty coconut palm crashed across the top of their shelter. It was all thrown in with eradicating the Jap from the South-west Pacific.
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Chapter Eight

Sweating It Out
            

            
With the captured Munda airstrip on New Georgia and the newly constructed coral runway on Stirling Island in use by allied air forces the Jap began to feel the effects of increased bomb loads on his northern Solomon Island bases; consequently enemy air raids on Vella Lavella became gradually fewer as the weeks went by. After each action followed a period of duty, training and boredom. A few grumbled (this habit was known as 'bitching') but the majority made the most of it and soldier humour was never lacking, despite the adversities.

            
With a view to providing relaxation during the heat, an order was issued through the division outlining a scheme whereby duties were to be confined to the earlier hours of the day. This was applied where possible throughout signals, although, due to the extensive nature of the communication network which operated 24 hours a day, it was not practical to allow all signalmen to participate. Those who were fortunate in being relieved in the afternoons, however, made the most of it and swimming in the sea was a major attraction. The tepid water was refreshing but like most other things in the jungle arena there was a 'catch in it' and care had to be taken to avoid coral scratches which soon turned septic. Rubber soled jungle boots were the approved bathing costume. Further encouraged pastimes were the making of jungle knives, watch straps, trinkets and other novelties from ivory nuts, teak, mahogany, perspex, duralium and even toothbrush handles. As an antedote to the tediousness of duty in the tropics these crafts proved of immense occupational therapy value. Crashed aircraft on the airstrips of Guadalcanal, Vella Lavella and the Treasuries proved a good source for working 

materials and the remark by a member of the ground crew on the Vella strip to a signalman that 'you Noo Zealanders are worse than a pack of Boston Bums' was undoubtedly no exaggerated description of a Kiwi's persistence to get what he wanted for craft-making purposes. Some men commercialised their handicrafts by selling them to other servicemen but the majority kept them as souvenirs and as samples of their creative ability. The standard of work was high, and arts and crafts exhibitions staged within the force produced some outstanding exhibits. It can be safely said that the less a New Zealander had in the way of amenities—and the list was a long one—the more revealing was his methods of overcoming such handicaps. This was apparent wherever one went, both in the appearance of the camps and in the many ingenious contraptions to be found there. Typical were the Heath Robinson stoves found alongside most tents. Constructed from a size 10 fruit tin, six feet of three-eighths metal tubing and a small valve—the last two items being by-products of crashed aircraft—this petrolfed device was equally ideal for boiling the billy, washing clothes or cooking acquired rations. Other signs of the times were the locally manufactured stills which produced a weird kind of alcohol under the concealment of the jungle or in fox-holes. Although not officially encouraged their output of proofed spirit found a ready market among allied servicemen at 15 to 20 dollars a bottle. Just how the fruit, raisin and sugar components were obtained is another story.

            
Centres of attraction for most off-duty personnel in the evenings were the YMCA tents, or as in the instance of those stationed near unit headquarters, Padre Thomson's recreation tent, where cups of tea and biscuits were dispensed daily by the hundred. Much used furnishings were the writing and reading table, where dogeared magazines and newspapers were read many times over. Quiz sessions, which sharpened the minds of audiences and competitive unit teams alike, were another popular evening feature. A further well patronised place for those on Vella Lavella was the former home of Mr. Gill, alongside the plantation bearing his name at Joroveto, where many of the divisional and brigade troops were camped. Transformed into a road house it was widely patronised by allied troops intent on a cup of tea, a game of cards or a quiet chat. It was here that two Americans when overheard discussing the abbreviation 

NZEF, came to the embarrassing conclusion that it represented 'New Zealand Efficiency Force'! Other entertainment was extremely limited and was confined almost to motion picture shows at hillside amphitheatres carved out of the jungle wherever troops were stationed. For seats, felled logs were used, providing in many instances accommodation for upwards of 2,000 patrons. In the days when air raids were prevalent tin hats were a comforting accessory, but always carried was an allegedly waterproof cape as some protection from the rain which was usually a recognised addition to the programme. The films were all recent productions. Close competitors to the absurdity of women's hats were the jungle hats worn by everyone and an amusing spectacle at gatherings such as these was to look across the sea of heads and witness the standard jungle headgear distorted into almost limitless individual shapes of design. A novel source of entertainment for those at unit headquarters was the employment of a public address system to dispense news, camp talent and to rebroadcast radio programmes. With the speaker mounted high up on the trunk of a coconut palm, programmes were wafted through the plantation to all corners of the camp, including the 22nd Field Hospital beyond. Not the least popular were the programmes rebroadcast of the English-speaking Japanese commentator 'Tokio Rose,' whose statements produced many a laugh and much ribald comment. Five hundred evenings held periodically in the mess room were a popular attraction for those at Joroveto, while at J section on Stirling Island the time-proved game of housie was played every evening with enthusiasm by a wisecracking throng. Apart from tenakoits, which provided a keep-fit game in the cooler hours of the day and was easily played because of the simplicity of the equipment required, any notions of playing the more familiar sports were promptly left behind on entering the Solomon zone. On Guadalcanal keen interest was shown by signalmen stationed there in the South Pacific boxing championships in which New Zealanders participated.

            
An interesting address attended by many was that given by the 
Right Reverend G. V. Gerard, CBE, MC, who became senior chaplain to the division in succession to the Reverend K. Liggett. Bishop Gerard had recently been repatriated and spoke of his long and varied experiences as a prisoner of war in Italy and 
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Anti-aircraft guns pointed to the sky and an umbrella of aircraft maintained a watch overhead as the LSTs and LCIs unloaded their complements of men, vehicles and equipment during the Nissan Island landing. These two pictures were taken inside the lagoon, the entrance to which can be plainly seen to the right of the LST unloading in the upper picture




Germany following his capture in the desert while senior chaplain to the Second Division. The presence of a national broadcasting unit which toured the formations gave many the unexpected pleasure of speaking and sending personal messages to their loved ones at home. Unfortunately the number who could participate in this 'ordeal' was limited, and ballots selected the lucky broadcasters. At a later date some members prepared short talks of the unit's activities and these were also recorded for broadcasting over the national stations throughout New Zealand. The duties of the antimalaria squads became more exacting than ever because of the heavy rainfall which continually formed mosquito-breeding pools. An ingenious and effective weapon— for it could be called such—was the freon-pyrethrum 'bomb' which was issued to personnel for use in tents or fox-holes. By removing a cap, a fine foam of gas, unpalatable and lethal to mosquito and other insect life, particularly ants, issued from the bomb. A feature of the anti-malarial campaign in Vella Lavella was the movement of the native population to living areas some distance away from the camps, thereby reducing the danger of malaria being transmitted. Despite hardships the health of those in the forward areas remained good. Skin troubles were naturally the most prevalent and required patient doctoring. Almost everyone developed a fine red rash known as prickly heat, which could be uncomfortably irritating at times. On Stirling Island a minute form of insect caused acute irritation around the ankles. Malaria succeeded in claiming less than 1 per cent, of the unit, which was good reward for adherence to the regulations.

            
Rations in quantity and quality were not the best. Originally supplied from open dumps which had to withstand the rigours of the climate, the tins of food rapidly deteriorated. From the supply, which was initially light, the loss of 'blown' tins as the ration period progressed further decreased the quantity of food available. Morale correspondingly fell and one signalman who adopted the wrong avenue to express his feelings on the subject of meagre rations found himself the recipient of 90 days' field punishment. From time to time fresh meat and vegetables did arrive from New Zealand but the vegetables were seldom consumable; sugar and tea were luxuries. Perhaps aggravating the situation from the layman's point of view was the fact that American units who camped alongside appeared to receive ample 

quantities of fresh New Zealand meat and butter. J section was fortunate in being able to divine a fresh-water well which was ideal for washing and toilet purposes. The well, barely six feet in depth, was just a few feet in from the sea. Fresh water for cooking and drinking purposes on Stirling Island came from a small lake named Soala, while on Mono Island clean running rivers supplied this all-important commodity. In each instance it was cholorinated before being used. On Vella Lavella ample fresh water for drinking and cooking was drawn twice daily in 44-gallon drums from a controlled water point at a stream in Gill's Plantation. No. 1 company's efforts to add to the larder by trawling for fish with a camouflage net from an assault craft were not very successful, but the amusement derived by the spectators seemed adequate compensation. One lone ranger from this company did prove there were fish in the sea, however, and on one occasion, following an early morning expedition, he returned to camp with 148 medium fish for the camp's breakfast. No one asked how they were caught, but it was never suggested that a line or net had been used. With the rations each period came a free issue for all personnel of 20 cigarettes a day together with free washing, toilet and shaving soaps, razor blades, razors, candy, toothbrushes and tooth paste, all of American origin. In many instances this generous issue had an estimated value of approximately 25 shillings.

            
A notable visitor to all New Zealand camps was his Excellency the Governor-General of New Zealand, Sir Cyril Newall, GCB, OM, GCMG, CBE, who took a keen interest in signal activity and accepted every opportunity to speak to personnel. While on Vella Lavella, his Excellency held an investiture and presented awards won during the action on the island. Many signals personnel witnessed this impressive ceremony in the Joroveto village. For the purpose of reviewing signal equipment under the stress and strain of tropical warfare and to accumulate technical data for use in the design and construction of equipment for the Pacific theatre, Major P. Barcham, of the signals experimental establishment, Wellington, made a tour of duty which included a visit to all sections of the unit. The major was kept fully engaged in conference with signal officers and in actually reviewing working conditions in the jungle alongside the man on the job, where the problems existed. He also flew to the 

Treasuries for a further insight into the performance of the sections' equipment under the conditions as they prevailed there. Lieutenant L. C. Stewart accompanied Major Barcham on his return to New Zealand for temporary duty with the signals experimental establishment, his relinquished command of E section being assumed by Lieutenant Eady.

            
An event which nearly spelt disaster for base signals in New Caledonia occurred one afternoon in November when the crew at the Gracefield radio station noticed the dry grass which covered that area burning fiercely along the river roadway and about 150 yards away from the transmitters on the hill above. They immediately informed their commanding officer who arrived on the scene a few minutes later with the cable party as firemen. A start was made to create a firebreak around the buildings of the station while the five members of the station staff hurriedly gathered together the valuable equipment from the huts. Smartly removed was the petrol, and preparations were made for the quick disposal of the large generators, the 500 and 100 watt transmitters to safety if the situation warranted it. Reinforcement fire-fighters from other units, together with Kanaka prisoners from the nearby French prison, soon gathered to assist in quelling the fast approaching flames which were being fanned by a steady wind. After burning for over three-quarters of an hour, and just as the flames were getting perilously close, a miracle happened—the wind turned around and blew the flames away from the endangered station. The fire, however, continued to travel, and singed the stays of one of the outer aerial masts as it moved right along the rear of the station and township. It was brought under control some hours later.

            
As a goodwill mission and to enable medical aid to be rendered to the many natives of the twin islands of Naravo and Simbo, whose health had suffered through neglect and lack of supplies during the Japanese occupation of their islands, a party of New Zealand troops journeyed there from Vella Lavella. Included in the three-day patrol were members of A wireless section who used ZC1 stations to maintain communications with divisional headquarters, both from the barge 
en route and from the islands. Long before the barges reached the shores of Naravo native voices could be heard across the calm water singing songs of welcome, and on landing, in addition to fulfilling 

the communication tasks, the signallers accepted and enjoyed fully the hospitality which was extended to them. The natives had not seen a white man for over two years, consequently the padre who accompanied the party was kept fully occupied with weddings, baptisms and other duties which had got behind schedule, though the lack of any service appeared to have made little difference. On the first night there the natives provided a musical treat fof the New Zealanders by staging a concert in true native style, although a gentle reminder that the war was still raging occurred when the entertainment had to be stopped, due to the presence of a Jap float plane overhead. Feeling that fellow operators on Vella Lavella should also share in their novel experience the enterprising wireless team broadcast the proceedings. This welcome was similar to that extended to the troops when they moved to Simbo village on the other island in the course of their tour of duty. A feature of the natives' insistence to carry baggage and equipment for their 'guests' was the ability of a native to carry with ease a 300-watt battery charging set for a distance of half a mile. These generators were an awkward load of about 100 pounds in weight. During the movement around the islands a No. 48 set was used to maintain communication with the ZC1 station left static near the place of arrival at Naravo Island. An amusing incident occurred when Corporal H. Denton showed a native boy how to make marks on a piece of paper with a pencil, and then rub them out with an eraser. Was his face red when, on being given the pencil, the lad calmly wrote his own name, Pita (Peter) ! When the operators returned to headquarters they brought with them almost a barge load of pineapples, oranges, pawpaws, sweet potatoes and nuts, together with souvenirs of fishhooks made from trocus and tortoiseshell. For all these they reciprocated with clay pipes, tobacco, razor blades, matches, candles, sweets and monetary donations to the missionary funds.

            
There still remained on Guadalcanal approximately 50 members of headquarters and No. 1 companies under the command of Major Heathenvick who were officially supplying the communications for rear divisional headquarters but who were in effect assisting to fill the role assigned to the understaffed FMC signal section. Major Heatherwick's additional task (prior to his own movement to the forward zone) at this centre was the 

liaison with ordnance to ensure the quickest despatch to the battle areas of divisional signal requirements, To enable headquarters and No. 1 companies to be brought up to their full strengths on Vella Lavella it was then deemed advisable to transfer personnel at rear divisional headquarters to the strength of FMC signals (giving them an establishment of 73 all ranks) and bring forward sufficient reinforcements from the School of Signals in New Caledonia to restore headquarters and No. 1 companies depleted strengths. This was put into effect early in December.

            
Life under active service conditions in the tropics and jungle was extremely trying and with a view to maintaining the vigour of the force and at the same time give an opportunity to other officers who had not had battle experience a survey was conducted throughout the division to record the particulars of all officers over the age of 41 and all other ranks over the age of 35. In signals, Major Wilson, officer commanding No. 1 company, Captain Gillespie, cipher officer, and Captain Watts, adjutant, together with a handful of signalmen, came into this category and, with the exception of Captain Gillespie (who was retained for special duty with divisional headquarters) were placed on the New Zealand roll or returned to rearward bases. Captain Clarke, officer commanding 
No. 2 company, had earlier asked to be allowed to return to New Zealand for business reasons. These movements then commenced a series of changes in commands which affected almost every officer in the unit. Major Clark relinquished his appointment as officer commanding the School of Signals to fill a similar role as officer commanding No. 1 company; Captain Wilton became adjutant vice Captain Watts; Captain Hanson became quartermaster vice Captain South, who became officer commanding the School of Signals; Lieutenant Harris became officer commanding B cable section vice Lieutenant Dreaver, who was transferred to FMC signal section; Captain Hanna became officer commanding K section vice Lieutenant Harris; Lieutenant Gould became cipher officer vice Captain Gillespie; Lieutenant Eady was promoted to captain and became officer commanding No. 2 company vice Captain Clark; Lieutenant Brown relinquished his appointment with base signals to become officer commanding E section vice Captain Eady; Captain Gettins was appointed officer commanding FMC signal section and was replaced as officer commanding 

No. 3 company by Captain Parkhouse; Captain Garters succeeded Captain Parkhouse as officer commanding J section with Lieutenant G. C. O'Hara (ex Tank Squadron) vice Lieutenant Gowland as second in command; Lieutenant Goff replaced Lieutenant Dyson in the command of X section on the latter's return to the School of Signals as adjutant; Captain Murphy became officer commanding D section; Captain Barron became officer commanding A wireless section; Staff-Sergeant F. Bool became regimental quartermaster-sergeant with the rank of warrant-officer 2nd class vice Warrant-Officer 2nd Class Orme; Sergeants F. D. Dyer, E. H. Farrelly, R. J. Henry (base signals) and G. W. Clausen returned to New Zealand to attend an officers' cadet training unit. It was during one of these movements when Captain Hanson, coming forward from base, became the victim of a practical joke when he accepted—and signed for on a clothing card—a shroud, which members of the graves registration unit on Guadalcanal led him to believe was 'issue' to all officers entering the forward area!

            
A privilege accepted by many was the opportunity to attend the dedication of the memorial chapel built by the Solomon Island natives alongside the graves of the New Zealanders and Americans killed in action against the Japanese on Vella Lavella. Situated at Maravari, the chapel was a labour of love and a token of gratitude to the forces who drove the enemy from their homeland. To aid in its construction natives came from small distant islands and parties went into the jungle to select the special timbers required. Half forgotten crafts were recalled and under the close supervision of betel-chewing elders, the young men began the task of plaiting sufficient material for roofs, outside walls, and the interior. To provide contrasting colours in these plaited panels, bark from a rare tree was dyed black by an ancient process of soaking it in a mangrove swamp for several weeks. Mahogany, teak and a native wood called 
nara, of highly attractive grain, were the timbers chiefly used. Perched on the thatched ridge of the chapel were carved replicas of native birds from all the islands. One of these birds, foreign to those parts, was that of the kiwi, emblem of the Third Division. The natives scorned the tools offered by the engineers, preferring to use their own primitive implements. At the dedication, natives—women in their bright frocks and men wearing their best clothes—made a colourful setting against the church, palms and blue Pacific 
be-

yond. At a sign from the old chief native choirs burst into song and sung hymns as they formed processions and slowly walked around the cemetery to enter the chapel. The band of the division played the 
National Anthem and the 
Star Spangled Banner while the colours of both nations were deposited in the chancel. Chaplains of both forces conducted brief services and the act of dedication following which the native choir brought this touching service to a close. The natives were extremely friendly; most of them spoke exceptionally good English and Christian name greetings were always exchanged as friendships grew. Many men took the opportunity of attending the open air church services held by the natives in the jungle on Sundays. Deprived of their churches through enemy action the natives used logs to form a rostrum and seating accommodation for the congregation. The services were in native tongue interspersed with hymns by the Kiwis but the spontaneity of the strange native voices singing familiar hymns in four-part harmony was indeed a musical treat. On one occasion at Maravari the New Zealand band added to this scene of native sincerity which was exemplified by daily conduct and in the assistance given to the New Zealand forces.

            
Shortly before Christmas permission was granted base signals to become self-contained in a camp of their own. From this authority evolved a camp, known as Hinsdale, of prefabricated sleeping huts, mess rooms, canteen, orderly room and wireless receiving shack on the guava-covered hillside overlooking Bourail. The entire camp was erected by personnel of the unit and the wireless operators who formerly lived and performed their shifts at the Gracefield transmitting station then transferred to Hinsdale with the remainder of signals. The transmitting was then performed through the former transmitters by remote control. The advent of the ZC1 radio stations also brought about another change and enabled the replacing of the No. 9 sets on the Bourail (base)—Nouméa (sub-base) link. In powering these sets the operators had the advantage of being able to utilise the unit's 230-volt generators instead of the usual cumbrous batteries. This link was also remotely controlled from Hinsdale.

            
In addition to the heat there were deluges of rain with as much as six inches falling in one day. Clothes drying became a major problem and on one occasion on Vella Lavella, after five weeks of incessant downpours, it became necessary to utilise a 

tent, empty petrol drums and a field cooker to provide a drying room. An experience not generally expected in that part of the world was that of feeling the earth tremble during earthquakes in the Treasury Islands just prior to and on Christmas Day. Ciristmas was again spent in the field and for some members it was their fourth overseas. For the sections in the forward areas facilities were limited, but no effort was spared to arrange suitable services, additions to the rations and entertainment in some way that would give variety from the daily grind of activity in these areas. On Christmas Eve festivities commenced at concerts, smoke concerts and other informal gatherings in the tents of personnel. At unit headquarters a smoke concert was held in the men's mess where a bright programme of vocal and musical items interspersed with community singing and the proverbial stories provided an enjoyable evening. An appreciated musical feature was the playing of K section's versatile swing band whose services were constantly in demand amongst surrounding units. The only unfortunate aspects of these functions was the absence of a large number of signalmen who were retained on duty maintaining communications day and night, irrespective of the day or occasion. At regimental headquarters of the 17th Field Regiment, Signalman Harris of E section produced a bright variety show which entertained hundreds of troops in that area.

            
On Christmas Day the camps near divisional headquarters were awakened by the voices of native choirs which wended their way between the tent lines singing carols. A more fitting introduction to this holy day could not have been imagined. Church services were held in the tropical and jungle settings of the re-spective areas during the day and dinner that evening was as traditional as circumstances permitted. An amusing incident was the arrival at E section's camp by jeep of 'Father Christmas,' who distributed balloons (local pattern) to his 'children.' A few days previously, additional rations had been received to enable plum puddings to be made; fruit cake was supplied by the field bakery and a beer issue (a rare sight for those in the forward area) of seven bottles a man became available for the Christmas-New Year period. There was an air of joviality that night as over 600 officers and men of divisional signals—spread out in sections over New Caledonia, Guadalcanal, Vella Lavella and the 

Treasuries—sat down, in most instances, at a log table under a tarpaulin roof to enjoy their dinner. The menu read: Pea soup, salmon, turkey, cranberry sauce, mutton, baked potatoes, beans, peas, fruit salad, cream, steam pudding, Christmas cake, candy, tea, cordials and beer. The cooks were fine fellows—if only for a day! At unit headquarters General Barrowclough visited the signals mess and chatted with the men as he walked around the tables. From Admiral Halsey, within whose command the division under General Barrowclough was serving, the following greeting was received: 'To all hands in my South Pacific jungle-smashing, sea-sweeping, sky-blazing crew I send best wishes for a Merry Christmas. Though your hardships and sturdy efforts may be required on that day as on all others, you may take pride in the knowledge that your magnificent performance is hastening the brighter days that lie ahead for us all. On this day, with due reverence, let us pay homage to those stout hearts who have made the supreme sacrifice, that our cause may victoriously march on.'

            
Each man received a free issue of the division's Christmas card—a reproduction of a painting of a jungle fighter by the official war artist. Lieutenant A. B. Barns Graham—for posting to his relations and friends. A keenly sought unit souvenir, which unfortunately had a limited circulation owing to production difficulties, was the 16-page Christmas edition of the unit news sheet, the 
Coral News (formerly the 
Niaouli News). Although only duplicated, it was wholly produced within echo of the front line and possessed a two-colour cover with attractively laid out pages of articles and humour. In a message to the unit, Colonel Burns wrote: '… To look back for a moment over 1943, we can say that we have done something really constructive for the war effort. After months of training and preparation we have at last met the enemy in battle and beaten him. Every man in the Corps of Signals, NZEF IP, whether he has been at base or up with the forward troops as a target for snipers, can take some credit for this result. The division could not have been organised, it could not have been moved and it could not have fought without a signal system …'

            
On Boxing Day a swimming carnival was held for the troops on Vella Lavella and an aquatic carnival of PT boat races, swimming and yachting in Blanche Harbour, Treasury Islands, was the venue of attraction for those stationed in that theatre. 

Organised by energetic committees representing the formations, no efforts were spared to make the functions the success they were. The swimming carnival was held in an improvised 50-yard sea bath at Joroveto, opposite the roadhouse, where large floating jetties formed starting and finishing posts, while coconut logs laid along the foreshore provided seating accommodation for thousands of soldier spectators. Native swimming and canoe races were on the programme also and proved one of the highlights of the afternoon's sport. Besides being very active competitors, signals played a further part in the proceedings by announcing the results over a public address system and by displaying the results on a large scoreboard. In each instance, telephones were used to gather quickly the desired information but an amusing situation developed as the afternoon progressed when the seaward end of a jetty commenced to sink and the telephonist there found himself standing knee-deep in water. New Year's Day was ushered in with appropriate functions throughout the force. On Vella Lavella a nonstop variety show of which the principal participants were the Kiwi concert party and the Third Division band, was the major attraction.- The brigade's outdoor amphitheatre was packed to capacity for the occasion. The scene at midnight provided an inspiring spectacle as some 3,000 troops from two nations, encircled within a wall of coconut plantation and jungle, looked up at the same stars as their own free folks at home could and joined hands to sing 
Auld Lang Syne and wish each other a happy New Year. New Zealand letter mail arrived regularly every week by air and there was no need to announce a mail parade twice on those occasions. Parcels and papers were not so frequent, however, being dependent on shipping space which naturally grew slimmer as the division drew away from its base. A well intentioned thought which went slightly astray due to the unavoidable delays in parcel mail provided a diversion for the recipient's tent mates when the parcel containing the gift was opened by a sweating signalman; it contained a woollen pullover!

            
Base signals seemed destined to have to withstand further trials and the 80 miles an hour gale which whipped their camp and installations early on the morning of 18 January certainly presented them with a test for ingenuity when communications had to be restored under overwhelming odds. Commencing at 

3.IS am the wind soon reached hurricane force, lifting roofs from the huts and then flattening the huts themselves. Timber was flying everywhere and many narrow escapes were experienced as personnel groped in the darkness. Torrential rain fell and the night was bitterly cold. Fortunately the receiving shack at Hinsdale and the hut housing the high-power transmitters at Gracefield withstood the buffeting, in spite of their exposed positions, but with 13 transmitting and receiving aerials a tangled mess on the ground it became obvious that the station could not continue, and the Q signal was reluctantly transmitted to Guadalcanal, Wellington and Nouméa. Despite the difficulties through having their cookhouse a shambles around their feet, the cooks did an admirable job of providing a hot breakfast which did much to brighten the spirits of the drenched personnel. Rain flooded the main highways into Bourail, isolating the township, and all the telephone lines in the area were 'out,' but it was impossible to reach them to effect repairs until the water subsided. A humorous sidelight, characteristic of that which creeps into all army life, no matter how tough the going, occurred when the cipher officer handed round a bottle of the 'doings' to warm up the frozen signalmen. The climax of his generosity came when the officer decided to have a sip himself, only to discover that it was a precious bottle of whisky he was handing around in the darkness, and not wine, as he had thought. The storm had abated by 8 am, giving the mechanicians and operators an opportunity to erect temporary aerials and power lines. At 10 am their efforts were rewarded when transmission and reception were restored, but this was only with the 500-watt transmitter and the frequencies had to be changed continually to service all channels. The irony of the first message received will long be remembered by the station operators—it was a hurricane warning!

            
On Vella Lavella and in the Treasuries ants were more plentiful than ever, while land crabs delighted in rummaging amongst personal effects and sharing fox-holes. A familiar sight in the evening hours was large migrations of crabs crossing the roadways to the sea; as often as not many of them became the victims of jeeps or other passing vehicles. Snakes were not so prevalent but quite a few signalmen could testify to meeting one of these unwelcome reptiles. Lance-Corporal Bell will remember the night he was on duty at unit headquarters and, on casually 

looking around the tent, discovered a three-foot snake neatly coiled up on the stool alongside him. A bright spot in an otherwise routine day occurred one afternoon when a four-foot iguana decided to take a short cut through one of the unit cookhouses, causing the orderly there to establish an unofficial world's high jump record. Most rivers contained crocodiles which were to be seen at times when they came up for air or to bask in the sun, and some members of B cable section tried to shoot one at the Boko mission while engaged there on line work. A tragic day was the one on which Peep, the unit's canine mascot, disappeared from unit headquarters on Vella Lavella. Smuggled all the way from New Caledonia, Peep was equally at home in the forward areas and, as previously, accompanied despatch riders and other member of the camp wherever they went. An intensive search failed to reveal the dog's whereabouts although it was generally felt that a nearby parachutist corps knew more about Peep's disappearance than they cared to reveal. Following the actions and when the tactical situation allowed the resumption of more or less normal routine, shaving became compulsory in the sections and beards were not allowed to be grown. Keen interest was displayed therefore in the cultivation of moustaches, some of which became lengthy affairs. Pride of first place was generally accredited to Signalman J. J. Duffy, of X section, whose 'handlebars' grew seven and a-half inches long. He was closely followed by a fellow camp mate. Lance-Corporal E. G. Gettins, who faced the judges with a broadside of six and five-eighth inches. Signalman W. R. A. Kerr, of No. 1 company, was another who displayed the effect of saving razor blades by avoiding the top lip in the course of his daily 'scrape.'

            
Bogey of the unit on all the islands was the climate and the resultant condensation which day and night played havoc with wireless sets, switchboards, telephones, tents and personal effects. Mechanical equipment which possessed no apparent technical faults just suddenly ceased to operate due to the tricks of nature, thus keeping constantly employed section technicians and maintenance sections in fulltime opposition; warming devices were required alongside many of the switchboards and many ingenious arrangements were devised to assist. A visual example of the severity of the climate was witnessed when a new canvas kitbag became completely covered in mildew within two 

hours of being put into use; the comparative effect on delicate mechanical instruments was not hard to imagine. Not the least of maintenance activity was the recharging daily of wet batteries (the unit possessed 900) for powering the many wireless stations in use. In fulfilling this task generators with the battalion attachments at brigade and divisional headquarters ran long hours under the supervision of mechanicans. The lack of an adequate supply of fresh dry batteries was always a constant problem, The unit used large quantities in varying voltages to supply power for telephones, switchboards and No. 48 pack radio sets but their life was limited in tropical latitudes. This was especially so in the instance of the dry radio batteries which had exceeded their shelf life by the time of arrival from overseas sources. To overcome this an improvement was effected by substituting New Zealand made low tension batteries and vibrator packs, designed and constructed for the purpose of the signals experimental establishment, Wellington. An interesting experiment, although not entirely successful, was the attempt to shoot wireless aerials over the tops of the coconut palms to facilitate the erection of aerials and gain additional height. The normal procedure was for an operator to scale the lofty palms, using pole climbers for support, but the height gained depended on the ability of the climber. The basis of this new scheme, suggested by Captain Murphy, was to attach a length of cable to a grenade and fire it from a cup discharger over the tree tops. Probably the most adept member of the unit at scaling the plantation giants was the headquarters company cook, Signalman H. A. G. (Snow) Campbell who, with pole climbers attached to his legs, could provide serious opposition to the prowess of any native at scaling as high as the coconuts. One may have asked why 'Snow' was a cook and not a linesman. The answer probably lay in the fact that in signals everyone had to be versatile!

            
An incident which later raised smiles, but at the time involved considerable energy, was the detection of a 'foreign' radio station intercepted transmitting from somewhere on Vella Lavella. Continuous listening watches were maintained and directional aerials were built to assist in the search. After a few days' activity the bogey was discovered to be an American station using Indian operators who avoided the use of cipher by passing messages in their native tongue. Although the unit itself was 

never directly responsible for the capture of any Japanese signal equipment, keen interest was always displayed by signalmen in the examination of the wireless sets, telephones, a test set and the novel cable joining gadgets which were forwarded from the infantry and others for inspection. The wireless sets were found to be of poor quality with a very limited range but many of the field telephones were put to practical use in the battalions and the test set—a prize of the Treasury campaign—proved a useful asset in the mechanicans' shop at J section.

            
Two bright duplicated news sheets which made their appearance on Stirling Island were those of J and X sections and edited by Signalmen G. H. A. Smythe and R. N. Kennedy respectively. They reported such imaginary items as an interview with the president of the war field ration board from whom they gleaned details of a new field ration. It was to include one dehydrated fox-hole, two automatic Jap detectors, one box of cigars, one box of candy, six copies of 'funnies,' one picture of Betty Grable, one tin of dehydrated home brew, one packet of party decorations including toy trumpets and paper hats. To the reader at this late date the above may imply that the editors were 'troppo,' whereas it was humour such as this which actually saved the editors, and their subscribers, from suffering that fate.
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Chapter Nine

Twenty Minutes from Rabaul
            

            
On Vella Lavella the proverbial crop of rumours began their rounds again. The 'dinkum oil' was that the division was returning to New Zealand; a politician had made the alleged statement that Kiwi troops would remain only a certain number of months in the malarial areas and that time for most had now expired—according to the 'experts.' With so many men deployed to various parts of the island on daily tasks it was only natural on their return to camp each evening that some good stories should eventuate, all of which naturally came from the 'right source.' Fortunately, nobody took the tales very seriously and the rumourmongers were equally quick with the answer 'I told you so' when something else transpired. In spite of it all, General Barrowclough left Vella Lavella early in January with his senior staff officers, including Colonel Burns, and established advanced divisional headquarters at Guadalcanal for the planning of the future task of the division. A small number of personnel from No. 1 company were also transferred, to assist in signal duties and the movement of motor transport in the projected move. The bulk of divisional units and headquarters remained, however, on Vella Lavella and the communications required for advanced divisional headquarters on the 'Canal' came within the scope of FMC Signals.

            
Later in the month a detachment from K section was selected and went into training to accompany a reconnaissance which had been planned to be carried out by the 30th Battalion on the Japanese held island of Nissan, one of the Green Islands group lying strategically between Bougainville and New Britain and north of any previous allied landing in the Solomon Islands. 

About noon on Saturday, 29 January 1944 an impressive array of APDs, FT boats and other speedy craft began to make their appearance as they assembled off Juno beach, Vella Lavella, and in Higgins boats the movement began of the battalion from the beach to the waiting ships. Divisional signals was represented by Second-Lieutenant Crawley in command, Lance-Corporal T. A. Creighton (operator), Lance-Corporal A. Patchett (operator), Signalman T. C. Manley (operator), Corporal M. A. Pringle (cipher), Signalman L. L. Treadgold (cipher), and Signalman L. O. Milner (instrument mechanic), all of whom went aboard an APD at 1330 hours that day, taking with them two ZC1 radio stations, a ZA1 amplifier, ten 6 V 85 AH batteries, battery charger, assault boat, petrol, oil, 48 hours K rations, two TSMGs and five 303s. The convoy sailed in the early hours of the morning of 30 January following a practice landing on the beach at Vella Lavella. It was intended to use wireless communication only in extreme necessity, therefore a careful listening watch had to be continuously maintained from Vella Lavella. This was undertaken by Sergeant Gould and Lance-Corporal F. E. Coleby of K section who erected a station at a location near the 37th Battalion area, communication back to brigade headquarters being maintained by telephone through the battalion switchboard.

            
The convoy's journey into enemy waters was uneventful despite it having to move more or less directly under the noses of Japanese coast-watching stations. The objective, Nissan Island, is a horseshoe shaped coral atoll, and although extending over an area of seven miles by four miles, the actual width of the island is only a mile at its widest point and in some places it narrows down to just a few hundred yards. The centrepiece of this ring of jungle is a large lagoon in which is Hon Island, a small islet standing up rather like a plug in a bath. The entrance to the lagoon is formed by a 16-foot deep waterway running between Nissan and the much smaller Barahun Island, which, with Sirot, almost completes the land mass into a complete oval. Although the island had been generously photographed during air reconnaissance, little was known how extensively it was being used by the enemy, what forces he held there, what beaches were suitable for a landing, and to what extent the terrain could be developed for the establishment of an airstrip if the island was occupied by allied forces. The Japanese stronghold of Rabaul
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was only 135 miles away and the geographical position of Nissan as a pivot from which to disrupt the enemy's supply lines to the Solomon Islands, where he still possessed a force of approximately 50,000 men, made Nissan a desirable acquisition.

            
In 1936 Alan J. Villiers had navigated his sailing ship the 
Joseph Conrad through the narrow opening into the lagoon of Nissan Island to beach and clean his ship. Of Nissan he wrote: 'It rained every day, though this was allegedly not the rainy season. The rain poured into the gloomy lagoon, fringed heavily with its monotonous circle of wet trees. The water was not blue on such days, but black; the sun shone seldom, and outside, the Pacific surf pounded on the coral without end.'

            
On the raid were a number of specialists—both American and New Zealand—whose duty it was to go ashore under the protection of the infantry and obtain the desired information. Arriving off their objective at midnight of the day of sailing the 'commandos' went over the side of their destroyers and down the nets into landing craft for the journey inside the lagoon entrance where they landed without opposition at Pokonian Plantation. Here battalion headquarters was established and patrols were dispersed on their allotted tasks at various points on the island. As the battalion signallers found immediate employment laying lines for field telephones the K section operators assisted them temporarily by manning their low power No. 4$ sets with which they were in communication with similar sets of the investigating parties. Later that day, 31 January, the listening post on Vella Lavella had their vigil rewarded when they intercepted two messages from the ZC1 station of the brigade signallers on Nissan. One message was in cipher; the other in plain language requesting air support from Torokina, Bougainville. The enemy had at last made his presence known and in minor affrays with strafing Zeros and enemy land troops the invaders suffered some casualties. Fearing further onslaught from the air and in view of the small perimeter held by the New Zealanders Lieutenant-Colonel F. C. Cornwall, MC, decided to withdraw his force that evening and at midnight the commandos reembarked on the APDs with their task completed. The normal difficulty of this later feat in the dark was accentuated by the 10-foot sea swell which had developed, tossing the small landing craft about precariously on the crests of waves and against the sides of the 

ships. The signal personnel landed back on Vella Lavella tired but in good spirits at 4 o'clock on the afternoon of 1 February. There were no signal casualties and Lieutenant Crawley spoke highly of the behaviour of his men.

            
A tour of duty to advanced divisional headquarters on Guadalcanal was then undertaken by Majors Heatherwick and Clark to obtain details of the impending employment of the unit. This information they passed on to the companies under their command on their return to Vella Lavella on 7 February. It was doubtful if many were surprised when told that the 14th Brigade Group and Third Divisional Headquarters were again going into action. Green Islands, scene of the recent raid, was the objective and large maps and sand models of the islands became the blackboard for instruction in outlining to all participants the carefully prepared plan for invasion. An improvement in morale was immediately noticeable and all the sections went about their packing and overhauling of equipment with an air of good feeling at the thought of being on the move once again. The components of the Third Divisional Signals affected by the movement were unit headquarters, headquarters and No. 1 companies, E, K and X sections. X section participated in the Treasury occupation and was withdrawn to Guadalcanal on 14 January in preparation for its new assignment. It was planned that the force should move forward in four successive echelons and signal personnel were detailed accordingly.

            
Additional equipment was received by the quartermaster and once again his department became exceptionally busy crating equipment into 'two man' loads for shipment and in issuing to personnel pup tents, jungle knives, grenades, and jungle rations. The pup tents, as the name implies, were a miniature type of tent constructed in two halves which domed together along the top to form one unit. Each man carried one half of a tent, together with a small collapsible pole, and on bivouacking he linked with a mate to construct a complete shelter for two men. Jungle knives with knuckle duster handles were another new issue. Although nothing pretentious in appearance they offered a light and yet useful weapon for self defence. The enemy's throat-slitting tactics with knives had been well reported and practical experience had now proved the stories no myth. To combat and defeat the Jap entailed being one jump 

ahead of his trickery and treachery, for which he had no limits. Evidence of the New Zealanders' realisation of this was borne out in the appearance in the forward areas of ambulances devoid of their familiar red crosses on the circular white background. These had been eliminated to avoid being used as targets by fanatics who respected nothing. Camps were speedily struck and flames shot high 'mid the coconut palms as cookhouses, camp fixtures and piles of personal junk were burnt. It was the same old story and no one could really believe that so many odds and ends had been accumulated-—until it became necessary to pack them within the limitations of a kitbag. Not the easiest to strike and fold up were the tents which were wet and heavy. Some fell to bits, for they had rapidly deteriorated in the climate.

            
On the evening of 12 February the sections were ready to move. The now familiar mode of amphibious transport in LSTs and LCTs made their appearance at nightfall off Vella Lavella, and nosed their way on to the beaches to take aboard their complements of vehicles, equipment and troops. Each signal vehicle had been packed with equipment until its springs lay flat, and as each driver drove his overloaded quad or jeep up the ramp of these modern Noah's arks onlookers held their breath lest they shouldn't make it, and then gave a sigh of relief as the vehicles, one by one, disappeared into the interiors of the various ships on which they were to travel. Should any of the vehicles not have 'made it' there would have been no alternative but to leave them aside, for the loading and movement of the convoy, which ultimately embraced 34 invasion craft that similarly loaded equipment and troops from Guadalcanal, Russell Islands and Ondonga, was finely timed. So detailed were the plans that the personnel of the entire force consisting of divisional headquarters, the 14th Infantry Brigade Group and three battalions of American construction specialists (Seabees, whose task it was to build the airstrip) were deployed through the convoy in such a manner that the dismissal of any one ship through enemy action could not seriously hamper the scheduled operations.

            
The following day, Sunday 13 February, sections officers, operators, signal office clerks, cipher men, linesmen and despatch riders together with drivers, cooks, sanitation and anti-malarial men, all attired in jungle suits, jungle boots and full web, moved to the beaches. They carried packs containing D and K rations, 

mosquito net, shelter tent, socks and cape, groundsheet, field dressing, mess and toilet gear, a few packets of cigarettes, water bottles full and pouches bulging with ammunition. Group by group they embarked on the LCIs which had drawn up to take the place of the LSTs. They not only looked the part, but every man was confident and knew he was equal to the job which lay ahead, for, like other units of the division, signals had acquired the flexibility required in amphibious warfare. The setting at Juno Beach was almost perfect; on this day the surrounding jungle, coconut palms, the blue Pacific as smooth as a table top, the cloudless sky and the impressive row of LCIs with a continual flow of deck cargo and troops going up their bow gangways made a picture which no still or motion picture camera man was adequately able to record. Already on the ships were Colonel Burns, with other members of headquarters and No. 1 companies and X section, who had embarked at Guadalcanal. This portion of the convoy sailed late the same day, leaving the faster APDs to collect their complement of troops, who were ferried from the beach to the ships at 8 am the following morning and sailed following a practice landing. These latter forces were almost entirely infantry but also included some members of K section and No. 1 company who were scheduled to go ashore in the first wave to establish initial communications. From K section also were wireless detachments with each of the three battalion combat teams. Remaining on Vella Lavella were the rear parties of headquarters and No. 1 companies, E section and K section whose duty it was to ensure the movement forward in successive echelons of tentage, kitbags, bedcots, the remaining unit equipment and to maintain signal office and radio communications until the force had left the island in its entirety.

            
The sea journey up through the northern Solomon Islands past the Treasuries and Bougainville was uneventful. Progressively the faster LCIs and then the APDs closed their gap between the slower LSTs to form one impressive convoy under the protection of destroyers and scooting PT boats. Anti-aircraft gunners kept constant vigil and high in the sky above each LST sailed a silver barrage balloon tethered by a steel cable as a further deterrent to Tojo's dive bombers. From ahead of the convoy came the news of the first attempt at interception by the enemy when a patrol plane reported the destruction of a 
Mitsu-

bishi bomber. As dusk fell that evening everyone sat silently on the decks and watched the setting sun throw changing colours on soft clouds which stood on the horizon—like a theatre curtain before the performance commenced. At 1.30 am the sounding of 'general quarters' brought gunners quickly to their posts. Air-craft were overhead and soon after bombs fell amongst the convoy from the darkness above, but the guns on the ships remained silent to avoid revealing their position. At the first light of dawn everyone crowded the decks to catch a first glimpse of Green Islands standing as a dusky oblong mass on the horizon. The day was D-day, 15 February 1944. Under an umbrella of allied aircraft the ships commenced to move in a circle, over a wide expanse of sea, each craft riding in the wake of the one ahead. As the sun came up the foam glistened silver and the ships silhouetted into an unending line of grim defiance as they awaited their turn to land their troops and equipment on the coral atoll known as Nissan Island. What enemy land opposition awaited the force no one knew. Fewer than 20 minutes flying time away was Rabaul, New Britain fortress of 100,000 Japs, from which air opposition could be expected, despite the bomb loads which allied aircraft were depositing daily on their quickly repaired airstrips. The Third Division was now closer to Rabaul than the forces located at the southern end of New Britain.

            
Just shortly before 6.30 am the APDs began to despatch their complements of troops in assault craft for the initial landing on the beaches within the lagoon of Nissan. This movement from the open sea necessitated passing through the narrow lagoon entrance which lay between Nissan itself and Barahun Island, a logical enemy defensive position, but the small craft filed through unmolested and moved towards the coral landing beaches which had been given the names of red, blue and green, for practical purposes. The 30th Battalion landed at the Pokonian Plantation and on Barahun Tsland, while the 37th and 35th Battalions entered the Tangalan Plantation on the opposite side of the lagoon, moving to the left and right respectively, with the immediate task of clearing the jungle and plantation of enemy to allow for the construction of an airstrip in this area. With these first waves ashore were the K section wireless detachments with each of the battalions headquarters and further K section personnel who landed at Tangalan with advanced brigade 
head-

quarters. On this latter detachment converged all the line and wireless signal traffic from the 37th and 35th Battalions for retransmission across the lagoon to a similar detachment with rear brigade headquarters who landed at Pokonian and eventually became established at Yotchibol. No. 48 sets were used by the section during the landing operations.

            
Meanwhile, the waiting invasion fleet outside the lagoon became the target for enemy planes which broke through the cordon overhead and attempted to bomb the ships. The pilot of one slim black Nip plane, which had dived from high in the sky and successfully dodged the wire hawser of an LSTs balloon, showed exceptional daring as he raced barely thirty feet above the zigzagging ships with the intention of dropping bombs on a destroyer but his mission was unsuccessful and fountains of water and smoke marked the bomb misses. A few seconds later a streaking Corsair made short work of eliminating the intruder. From the guns on the ships, New Zealand bofors on the decks of the LSTs and the fighter aircraft lines of gunfire trailed planes bearing the insigna of the Rising Sun until one by one a further six dropped into the sea. Then it was time for the LCIs and LSTs to move into the beaches within the lagoon to disembark further troops and among the personnel who moved in single file down the bow ramps and waded the last few feet ashore at Pokonian were members of headquarters and No. 1 companies, E and K sections. X section, together with a detachment of ten other ranks from No. 1 company (to provide communications for a divisional report centre) landed in the Tangalan area. Each of the sections or detachments carried with them sufficient ZC1 radio stations, telephones, cable and other technical equipment as was estimated necessary for the immediate establishment of communications in their respective spheres. The bulk of the equipment was in the LSTs which followed in to unload after the LCIs. Once again beaches were transformed into open-air ware-houses of liberal proportions. The entire land forces were under the command of General Barrowclough and under Colonel Burns as commanding officer the Third NZ Divisional Signals and Island Command signals officer the following officers landed in command of companies and sections: Adjutant, Captain Wilton; headquarters company, Major Heatherwick; M maintenance section, Lieutenant Fitchett; No. 1 company, Major Clark; A 
wire-

less section, Captain Barron; B cable section, Lieutenant Harris; C cipher section, Lieutenant Gould; D office section, Captain Murphy; No. 2 company, Captain Eady; E section, Lieutenant Brown; X section, Lieutenant Goff; No. 3 company, Captain Parkhouse; K section, Captain Hanna. Captain Hanson, quarter-master, supervised the movement forward from Vella Lavella of the units' equipment in subsequent echelons.

            
Divisional headquarters became established in the Pokonian plantation alongside of whom No. 1 company established its signal office, TC4 exchange, cipher section and wireless stations. This was accomplished by 10.30 am and as the headquarters of the various formations became established a detachment of B cable section laid lines from them to the divisional exchange. By 2 pm a wireless network embracing the distant stations of the rear party at Vella Lavella; the 8th Brigade (J section) on Treasury Islands and the FMC, Guadalcanal, was established. To this last link, a high powered No. 33 station was successfully brought into use for the first time. Also linked were the local formations engaged in the action, namely, 14th Brigade (K section), 17th Field Regiment (E section), 29th Light Anti-aircraft Regiment's report centre (X section—with A wireless attached) and the divisional report centre (A wireless). Reception during the day was reasonably good with little interference. On all the wireless links from battalion headquarters back to division, ZC1 stations were in use and once again operators transmitted their messages from the concealment of coconut plantations and the warm, wet jungle which covered the entire island.

            
E section was soon established in its operational area at head-quarters of the 17th Field Regiment in the Pokonian plantation where a pup tent was hastily erected to house a signal office and two 10-line exchanges. Using assault cable, the sections' linesmen laid lines to divisional headquarters, artillery headquarters. 14th Brigade Headquarters, 144th Independent Battery and the 37th Battery, but the fatal fascination bulldozers have for telephone cables once again became apparent and linesmen were kept fully occupied repairing the damage of these giant machines as they churned the beach head into temporary roads. Wherever there was cable it acted like a magnet. The wireless crews were equally in the picture and during the earlier part of the morning 

established links with divisional artillery headquarters, headquarters of the 29th Light Anti-aircraft Regiment and, using a lower powered No. 21 set, to the 144th and 37th Batteries.

            

              

[image: The signal net on Nissan Island included underwater cable across the lagoon linking units stationed at strategic points.]
The signal net on Nissan Island included underwater cable across the lagoon linking units stationed at strategic points.


            

            
Four miles away in the jungle on the opposite side of the lagoon a detachment from X section had established themselves at the regimental headquarters report centre of the 29th Light AA Regiment by 8,50 am. Here a signal office was established and a ZC1 station was assembled preparatory to going on the 

divisional artillery headquarters wireless net. From the report centre linesmen laid a line to the proposed location of regimental headquarters. This headquarters—attached to which was X section—became established in the early afternoon and the laid line was then connected to the exchange at the signal office set up, providing direct communication with the report centre. Further telephone lines laid, embraced the gun operation room (GOR); K troop of the 209th Battery and the shore terminal point of a proposed underwater cable between regimental headquarters and the 207th Battery. Signal traffic to and from the 209th Battery was also transmitted by wireless. Transmission point for divisional traffic on this side of the lagoon was the signal office established by the No. 1 company detachment under Sergeant J. H. Oliver at the report centre in the Tangalan plantation. At this location a wireless station operated by Signalmen I. S. Russell and G. E. McCauley transmitted and received the operational messages to and from divisional headquarters across in the Pokonian plantation while telephone lines from the exchange to advanced brigade and supporting units were quickly laid. Perhaps the most spectacular assignment was that allotted to a detachment of B cable section under Lance-Sergeant C. B. Adams whose immediate task 
on landing was the laying of six pairs of field cable across the lagoon between blue beach at Pokonian and red beach, in the Tangalan area, thus providing direct telephone communication between the divisional report centre, advanced brigade headquarters, and headquarters 29th Light Anti-aircraft Regiment on one side of the battle zone and divisional head-quarters, rear brigade headquarters and the light anti-aircraft battery on the other. Under a scorching sun the linesmen slowly moved across the four miles of lagoon in an assault craft laying the weighted cable as they went. They were fully conscious of their fate had a strafing Zero broken through the protective air cordon overhead of Corsairs, Hellcats, Warhawks and Airacobras. As the morning progressed the LSTs continued to crunch on to the coral sand to unload their vital cargoes of guns, tanks, bulldozers, tractors, fresh water, petrol, trucks, jeeps, wireless vans, rations and thousands of cases of equipment—all labelled with the serial numbers of the respective units —which were dumped in large unsorted heaps along the beaches. In all, 1,000 tons an hour were unloaded for six hours into virgin 

jungle without a single crane, sling or jetty, in a temperature of over 100 degrees. The LSTs then withdrew to a 
rendezvous with the waiting destroyers outside the lagoon for the return trip to Guadalcanal.

            
Everyone dug fox-holes as soon as possible in the hard coral which lay beneath the carpet of mud. Those located at Pokonian were not so fortunate however, as owing to the low lying nature of the terrain and the narrow width of the island—barely 200 yards—the holes began to fill with seeping salt water. In some instances, too, large land crabs decided that they had a more rightful title to the occupancy of the fox-holes than the persons who dug them. Rations on landing were a new kind known as J (for jungle) type. Each one consisted of a wax sealed carton measuring about a foot square and contained sufficient food for one man for four days or for two men for two days. The contents, which included dried milk, porridge, dried fruits, cheese, meat pastes, biscuits, nuts and cigarettes, were found to be quite palatable, especially if a little imagination was used in the preparation of simple meals. As Nissan possessed no source of fresh water, 2-gallon tins of water formed one of the items brought forward from Vella Lavella. This had to be carefully conserved until supplies arrived from the large salt water condensation plants which were set up at vantage points alongside the lagoon. These machines did not achieve peak production for a few days and even then their total output of 30,000. gallons every 24 hours allowed barely two gallons of water a day for each man to drink, cook, wash and wash clothes in—not that any opportunity was presented to wash muddy, sweat-stained clothes at this juncture.

            
As darkness fell everyone endeavoured to make themselves as comfortable as possible for the night under ground level, but in a hard coral-fox-hole with seeping water this was not easy. Once again the war of nerves commenced as the island came to life with scuffling pigs, croaking frogs and the many weird noises peculiar only to the jungle. Wireless stations, exchanges and signal offices remained open continuously, maintaining their same 24-hour daily schedule which had never ceased since leaving New Zealand; and again, as on Vella Lavella and the Treasuries, an unbroken chain of communication existed from the front line through the islands to Army Headquarters, Wellington, 3,000 miles away. Just after midnight the wail of sirens announced a 

condition red which meant the approach of Jap planes. It was the forerunner of alerts that spread over almost six hours, and during which the enemy dropped some 25 bombs. Five natives were the only casualties although some of the bombs landed perilously close in the areas where signals were engaged.

            
Dawn on the second day was a welcome relief from cramped quarters and the tasks of transporting equipment from the beaches, erecting new lines and the completing of the submarine circuit across the lagoon, were soon under way. Enemy activity was light although the combat teams saw signs of hastily evacuated positions and they captured some enemy equipment. The Jap apparently had little fight left in him despite the effective weapons which he had at his disposal. Tanks came into use in cooperation with the two battalions on the Tangalan side of Nissan and on Sirot (one of the islands guarding the entrance to the lagoon) a sharp infantry engagement by a company of the 30th Battalion left 20 Japanese dead.

            
At advanced brigade headquarters in the Tangalan area K section closed down its wireless station at 10.15 am and abandoned their line to the 37th Battalion prior to embarking on an LCT for the journey within the lagoon to the Halis area which had been occupied by the 35th Battalion. The section landed at 12.30 pm and following a reconnaissance of the area advanced brigade headquarters and the signal section became established adjacent to battalion headquarters. The wireless station which had been transmitting for the battalion to brigade headquarters was thus removed and a telephone line was laid between the two headquarters. During the afternoon regimental headquarters of the 17th Field Regiment shifted to Yotchibol village near 14th Brigade Headquarters and consequently E section was required to move its signal office exchange and wireless stations to this new site, the entire change over being effected without the loss of communications. At this same period the forward report centre of the 29th Light Anti-aircraft Regiment was closed down and the wireless station engaged there in communication with divisional artillery headquarters was transferred to the head-quarters of the regiment.

            
On the second night there were four condition reds but only a few bombs were dropped. Night fighters from Bougainville who were maintaining a patrol overhead shot down two of the Jap 

raiders. The discovery by K section at advanced brigade head-quarters during the evening that it was outside the perimeter being defended forced the men to organise their own protective measures but the night passed without incident. Signal traffic by-wireless and line maintained a steady flow throughout the day, creating a new 24-hour record for D signal office of No. 1 company who handled 2,205 inward and 7,814 outward groups, a total of 10,019 groups. Of these, 2,263 were enciphered by the cipher section. It was estimated that divisional signals from Green Island to base in New Caledonia handled in excess of 20,000 groups that day, which was a creditable amount of traffic to be tapped out by morse key, received, deciphered and delivered by runner or despatch rider.

            
The third day after landing saw the inauguration of a barge courier service between the Third Divisional Headquarters and the Tangalan area for the delivery and collection of despatches. Linesmen of B cable section were again engaged laying lines across the lagoon and on this occasion laid circuits of the considerably heavier insulated 'spiral 4' cable between Pokonian plantation and the shore terminal of the 29th Light Anti-aircraft Regiment Headquarters. At this juncture the TC4 exchange of No. 1 company had 11 trunk lines and 24 local lines attached to it. It was merely necessary for a subscriber to lift the receiver on his field telephone to speak through one of many exchanges to a subscriber on any part of the island occupied by New Zealand or American formations. Without any desire to slight the fine American signal facilities which became established on the island in conjunction with their navy, air and anti-aircraft commands, an interesting comparison in the speed of transmitting a message was made when copies of a message addressed to American Navy Headquarters, Guadalcanal, were lodged with the American Navy message centre and New Zealand D signal office simultaneously. Both organisations had similar radio facilities, with the American link actually terminating with the addressee. The message handled by D office was enciphered, transmitted, deciphered and delivered from the FMC signal office, Guadalcanal, to the American Navy Headquarters by despatch rider—a distance of 24 miles—before the Nissan Island navy office had finished enciphering its copy.

            
K section with advanced brigade headquarters and the 35th 

Battalion left its location at Halis for a destination further forward. The equipment and baggage of the section was carried on a tank which with others smashed its way through the jungle preparing a pathway for the following troops and jeeps. In three hours the section moved forward 2,000 yards, emerging at a foreshore area known as South Point where a signal office was established with lines to the battalion. Three days after landing the headquarters of the 29th Light Anti-aircraft Regiment moved to a new site and X section transferred its signal office and lines accordingly, wire communication being temporarily discontinued for the short period of the change over. During the morning K section at advanced brigade headquarters continued to operate from its new location at South Point but that afternoon orders scheduled a further move to Torahatup, in the mission area. This advance of the 35th Battalion was actually the nip of a pincer movement of which the 30th Battalion was the other participant. Tanks carrying the signal equipment were unable to penetrate the thick jungle and as it was considered futile to attempt to carry the wireless stations an advanced brigade report centre was temporarily established. From here the battalion signallers ran out battle cable as they advanced and messages were sent back over the line for retransmission by wireless. Throughout the period, the K section detachment with rear brigade headquarters at Pokonian had been extending its land line to the advancing headquarters of the 30th Battalion. This had involved the use of four miles of WHO cable. The section's wireless van was used as a signal office. As the ultimate location of divisional headquarters was planned at the Catholic Mission at the south end of the island, B cable linesmen commenced to lay a submarine line of 'spiral 4' to the mission area (which was still enemy occupied) from the American Navy Head-quarters and the 17th Field Regiment (E section) at Pokonian. This line was completed on 18 February and the following morning at 7.30 am the mission, which was the Jap headquarters, came within range of the guns of the 37th Battery. E section was responsible for both the wireless and line communications and in the latter instance laid a line circuit to the command post over the five miles of blazed track along which the guns moved forward. Later, when the infantry of the 30th Battalion patrolled through the mission, they found it had been hurriedly deserted. 

X section lost no time in commencing to settle down at the mission. The section were fortunate in securing the services of a bulldozer for clearance work and the excavation of an underground exchange was begun. From No. 1 company a detachment of four wireless operators with two stations was loaned to K section to assist in providing communication between a patrol on the eastern side of the island and brigade headquarters. No. 48 sets were used between the patrol and a barge that moved parallel with the patrol at a distance of 200 yards from the shore. This was to facilitate the easy movement of the higher powered ZC1 station, also in the barge, which was required to beam the observations and report back to headquarters. With line links established, the long range telegraph set came into operation between divisional headquarters (D section), the Tangalan report centre and navy headquarters and assisted considerably in speeding up the transmission of messages between these points.

            
With the operational duties of advanced brigade headquarters almost completed the K section signal detachment accompanying it concluded its transmissions at South Point and returned to Pokonian. Rear brigade headquarters now ceased to exist as such and reverted to brigade headquarters. Sunday, 20 February, was hot and humid, as most days were, for Nissan is only four degrees away from the equator—but it heralded much activity including the arrival of the second echelon at daybreak. Among the personnel were some of the units" rear parties who had moved to Nissan with further equipment from Vella Lavella. The arrival of the 35th Field and the 208th and 214th Anti-aircraft Batteries, and radar unit called for an extension of wireless and line facilities of E and X sections. At this period, linesmen experienced difficulty with the submarine circuits, many reels of the spiral 4 cable having been found faulty, but the climax came when a beaching LST broke all the lighter underwater lines of WHO cable and threw an additional burden on the cable men. Alternative circuits were made available from the American Naval Headquarters and where necessary these were temporarily brought into use. The line to the divisional report centre was still intact, however, and it was found convenient to close down the wireless station on this link, only to be brought into commission again in the event of the line failing.

            
Between 21 and 23 February a wireless detachment from K 

section accompanied strong patrols of the 35th Battalion which landed and eliminated the Japs from the adjacent islands of Sau and Pinipel. The Green Islands Group was then declared secure and in a statement following the campaign General Barrowclough said: 'Success of the operation was not to be gauged by the extent of the fighting or the casualties but by the smoothness with which large numbers of troops and great quantities of material were got ashore on to open beaches and into roadless jungles and put into immediate operation. From this standpoint the work of planning by the staffs was excellent, while the troops carried the plans into effect splendidly.' The occupation of the group had cut off the lines of evacuation and supply of some thousands of Japs still remaining on Bougainville and Buka. As on the other islands the natives had again rendered valuable assistance to their liberators.

            
The signal office and wireless links at rear divisional head-quarters on Vella Lavella closed down on 22 February and the personnel engaged there embarked to move forward in the third echelon. On Nissan an advanced party of unit headquarters arrived in the mission area to commence the establishment of communications and a static camp alongside divisional head-quarters. Amongst the first equipment moved to the new site and set up was the high power transmitter used on the Guadalcanal link. E section prepared to shift to the western coast of the Pokonian plantation prior to taking over the entire communications for the Pokonian area as soon as unit headquarters, head-quarters and No. 1 companies moved to the mission and K section moved to South Point. This change over was effected the following day, the journey being made by barge across the lagoon. On arrival at the mission No. 1 company lost no time in establishing a signal office. Wallowing in the mud began on a liberal scale for everybody, for with the exception of a small native garden the entire area was jungle. Out of this were hacked clearings for unit headquarters, signal office, wireless stations, orderly rooms, stores, mess rooms, cookhouses and tent lines. The presence of a Jap shelter in the camp area, constructed from the long trunks of young trees, saved much hard work for members of head-quarters company in the erection of a jungle mess room to accommodate 200 men at unit headquarters. Until facilities were arranged by the hygiene unit it became necessary immediately to 

bury all food refuse, more especially the tins which contained the food and milk. At unit headquarters this did not prove entirely successful because of the presence of pigs in the mission locality; they rooted up overnight the buried rubbish. Permission was finally given to shoot the offending pigs if permission of an officer was first sought. This order did not seem very practical to the cooks, however, who successfully utilised bows and arrows to stalk their prey silently!

            
Members of headquarters and No. 1 companies quartering staffs found themselves fully engaged in sorting out and loading into vehicles the units' equipment from the voluminous piles that lay on the landing beaches following the arrival of each echelon. Besides almost five hundred cases and packages, hundreds of drums of cable had also to be transported to the mission area. The procedure was for the laden quads to be driven on to LCVs for the journey across the lagoon. Linesmen were to the fore again, climbing the tall trees of the jungle to tie their lines as they laid them in the various areas and around the roadway which, when linked to underwater circuits laid to the PT base at Barahun, almost encircled the island. It was tiring work spread over long hours and involved not only the connecting of all units to the various exchanges by land lines, but also the extension of submarine cables in the lagoon until almost 100 miles of rubber-covered spiral 4 were involved in underwater circuits. A new type of hand cable-layer designed by the signals experimental establishment was used for the first time and found successful. Hot loops to the guns of the batteries were also laid. Scratches turned septic more readily than ever and many yards of sticking plaster and much coloured medical preparations were daily involved in the patching up of these men.

            
The arrival of tents, kitbags and bed cots offered welcome relief from sleeping in wet fox-holes and under pup tents and tarpaulins, and enabled clothing to be changed for the first time since landing. With the establishment of ration supplies everyone was gradually weaned off the jungle variety for the more familiar tinned foods and dehydrated vegetables. The availability of fresh water, however, did not improve greatly and a signal from divisional headquarters sent to all units gave a picture of the seriousness of the situation. It read: 'Water shortage is and will continue to be acute. Present issue for distillation plants 

of two gallons a man a day being maintained with difficulty. This makes it imperative all ranks conserve drinking water, using sea, rain or brackish water for other purposes.' Much care was required, therefore, in the use of fresh drinking water and in this respect the task of Lance-Corporal Scott, who was in charge of its dispensation at unit headquarters, was creditably performed. Daily there was an air cover of Corsairs and New Zealand Warhawks overhead from bases on Bougainville until, on 6 March, the mile long airstrip was completed in the Tangalan Plantation. From then on Nissan based planes filled the sky continually as they shuttled back and forth on strikes to Rabaul— twenty minutes away by fighter. By the end of March a bomber strip of 8,000 feet running parallel to the fighter one was ready for the reception and launching of the bombers and they woke light sleepers as they assembled overhead in the early hours of the morning 
en route to bomb the powerful enemy base of Truk. At night tall sticks of light from searchlights pierced the blackness over the island as a guide to the overdue planes, but many a searchlight operator must have known that his beam was but a silent memorial to men who had paid the supreme sacrifice that day.

            
Gradually the sections began to settle down in their respective locations and communications by wireless, line and despatch rider embraced all the New Zealand and American units on the island. A telephone traffic diagram issued on 13 March showed 13 New Zealand and four American telephone exchanges at various parts of the island connected by trunk lines in operation to each other. They thus provided a local and long distance telephone service for all units and formations. Many of the exchanges were situated underground and the entire setup involved the use of hundreds of D Mk V, model F, and American field telephones. The barge courier service from divisional headquarters continued to journey daily to scheduled points within the lagoon where it collected and delivered despatches. For despatch riding within the formations, quads were found the most serviceable means of negotiating the roads of feet deep mud. Once again routine changes in the appointments held by officers of the various sections of the unit were announced and progressively during March these were put into effect. Captain Parkhouse relinquished his appointment of officer commanding No. 3 company to become OC 

base signals. Captain Murphy relinquished his appointment as officer commanding D section to become OC No. 3 company; Captain L. G. Park became officer commanding D section; Lieutenant L. C. Stewart, who had returned from his tour of duty in New Zealand, filled the appointment of OC M section relinquished by Lieutenant Fitchett. Lieutenant L. R. Jones was appointed second-in-command D section; Lieutenant K. J. Coates was appointed second-in-command A wireless section; Second-Lieutenant B. T. Simpson relinquished his appointment as second-in-command D section to become second-in-command K section vice Second-Lieutenant Crawley, and Second-Lieutenant Korte joined J section. Warrant-Officer Holden relinquished his appointment as regimental sergeant-major and was succeeded by Warrant-Officer 2nd Class McNaughton, of No. 1 company, who in turn was replaced by Warrant-Officer Rose from the School of Signals.

            
A new and unusual section—originally known as Y section— which joined A wireless section on Vella Lavella began its duties on Nissan. It consisted of an officer (Lieutenant Coates) and five other ranks. These specially trained personnel maintained a 24-hour watch, using a No. 107 receiving station, to intercept and record the morse messages from the Japanese radio stations on enemy held strong points in the Pacific. The section (who answered to the nickname of 'Ogpu') made over 400 loggings in one month of tedious listening, all of which were forwarded to intelligence at headquarters for interpretation by Jap language experts. The task of the operators was not an easy one and included being able to record at high speed with simplified hieroglyphics the morse of the Katakana language used. This language comprised some 78 characters. Situated alongside 14th Brigade Headquarters at South Point, the camp of K section was at perhaps one of the most envied of all locations. Although the signal office (which contained a 30-line exchange) and tent lines in the jungle were surrounded by more than a liberal helping of mud, the section had the advantage of a fine coral sand beach on the ocean coast. From here, too, could be viewed large convoys as they crossed the horizon 
en route to other bases and the PT boats as they sped out from Nissan at dusk, to disrupt the enemy's attempts to maintain a supply line between New Britain and Bougainville by 
submarine. On clear days the land masses of 

Buka to the south and New Ireland to the west could be seen from the white beach. Besides maintaining a wireless link to divisional headquarters from South Point further operators of the section were sent to Sirot with a company of the 30th Battalion and Pinipel Island with the 37th Battalion detachment engaged in coast watching. These latter operators were on one occasion strafed by planes.

            
To provide protection for the high power No. 33 station used on the Guadalcanal-New Caledonia link a large excavation in the solid coral was made at unit headquarters. When completed' the hole/ as it became known, represented three weeks of solid toil in the extreme heat for members of A wireless section who, with pick, shovel and explosive (under the supervision of engineers) had formed an underground room lined with coconut tree trunks to house their remotely controlled transmitters. The actual sending and receiving tent was half a mile away near the signal office and a land line connected the two points. At first, four 1 1/2-kilowatt generators supplied the power to transmit but these were later replaced by one 3-ki!owatt Oman generator. This power supply operated automatically as transmission was commenced. Wireless communications generally were good but ionospheric conditions on the link to 8th Brigade Headquarters. Treasury Islands, were often difficult, especially in the night hours. An important radio station on the island was the American joint army-navy (JAN) station, situated in the Halis area and comprising some 20 high powered transmitters. The majority of these transmitters were used for the control of aircraft, and the station became an important link in the network of American communications in the Pacific. An innovation was the employment of a teletype by D section signal office on a circuit with the American Naval Headquarters.

            
The death of Signalman A. McCallum, of X section, who died on active service on 20 April was a loss felt by all his former associates. Signalman McCallum had been a member of X section since leaving New Zealand in 1942 and as a driver had accompanied the section on all its movements. Colonel Burns, Lieutenant Goff and every member of the section, except those on duty, attended the impressive burial service at the Nissan cemetery.

            
An enccouraging feature of the Nissan operation was the more 

liberal supplies of technical equipment and spare parts which became available. This was particularly so in regard to line units for 10-line exchanges and switchboard cords which were badly needed- Further items from New Zealand were modification kits for the ZC1 wireless stations and ingenious ovens for drying out the condensation of wireless chassis. M section extended further its tented workshops and with special radio active materials commenced the luminising of dials and meters to facilitate their use under blackout conditions. The units quartering stores also included a wide range of American signal equipment and spares held on behalf of their signal units on the island. When the Americans required any item, they requisitioned for it from the quartermaster of the Third NZ Divisional Signals. On two occasions when medical officers journeyed by barge to the island of Pinipel to administer to the natives there, they were accompanied by radio detachments for A wireless section who maintained communication with divisional headquarters.

            
A small incident which did much to brighten the routine and conversation of the camp at unit headquarters was the meeting face to face of a lone Jap by a member of headquarters company in the camp area at 2 o'clock one morning. The Jap made full use of the nearby jungle and quickly disappeared but he was ob viously one of the few still at large on the island who, under the cover of darkness, endeavoured to raid ration stores for something edible. The episode proved too much for the cooks who were quickly out of their beds in an enthusiastic but unsuccessful man hunt. As a searchlight to penetrate the jungle they carried with them a six-volt car battery powering a detached headlamp!

            
Heavy rain and electrical storms were frequent, wrecking lines, bogging roads and camp areas on which much hard labour had been expended, but it had been experienced many times before. The duties of the anti-malaria spraying squads were as essential as ever and the malarial mosquitoes bred fast wherever water lay. Atabrin tablets were still taken daily by everyone. There were not many cases of serious illness in the unit but very few escaped some minor form of dermatitis or skin complaints, which necessitated treatment at the RAP. Consequently men were to be seen with their bodies highly decorated with coloured daubs of the remedial lotions used. Long trousers were obviously the cause of much skin trouble and the order authorising the 

wearing of underpants in their stead was a great improvement. (Shorts could not be permitted as it was contrary to orders to have taken shorts into the forward areas!) After wearying weeks of duty, the means of devising various forms of entertainment was a foremost consideration. Amphitheatres for the screening of films were constructed in the various areas and provided the main attraction. At unit headquarters an energetic committee organised 500 evenings, quiz sessions, chess, debates, mock trials and concerts in which members of the sections participated. One particularly ambitious and enjoyed programme was that provided by the large swing band of the 33rd American Construction Battalion who journeyed quite a number of rough miles by road to play on a stage constructed in the men's mess room. The band even brought their piano with them, but that was transported across the lagoon by barge.

            
Any intimations of functions always concluded with the words 'Bring your mugs—supper free." Tea was so seldom found on the daily camp menu but at entertainments such as these the messing sergeant had a bounden duty to secure something more palatable to the New Zealander than coffee. Biscuits, prizes for the quiz sessions and many camp recreational facilities such as games of Chinese checkers were contributed by the National Patriotic Fund Board. YMCA tents became a popular 
rendezvous for a cup of tea. A commendable morale-building organisation was that formed by members of A wireless section under the title of 'The Ancient Order of the Fraternity of Jungle Bums '(hobos). This gathering of off duty personnel originally met nightly in a tent but as the fraternity's membership grew an outdoor rotunda capable of seating 40 was built by bush carpenters of the section to accommodate the increased gatherings, The nightly programme consisted of participating in a community sing, listening to the section's jungle band and enjoying a supper of tea, coffee or cocoa made over an open fire—in fact, membership to this select band could only be gained by regularly contributing 'acquired rations 'to the larder. The 'Jungle Bums 'had a novel and artistically designed membership card printed in New Zealand, and once a week they produced a newsy and humorous bulletin which was read to the assembled members. A feature of the organisation was that the operators on duty at the wireless stations were never forgotten at supper time although 

it involved a trek of almost a mile through the jungle to dispense the cups of refreshment—such was the spirit of the 'Jungle Bums.'

            
Stories were always prevalent as to the future employment of the division and although the communication setup was extended daily it was generally felt that the time was not far distant when the division—which had been nine months in the combat zone— would be withdrawn and rested. The division had developed into an efficient amphibious organisation, the first of its kind to represent New Zealand, and had fully justified the confidence placed in it. The men had quickly adapted themselves to the jungle and its trying conditions and signalmen had proved themselves competent in providing an efficient communication system in which every message lodged with signals reached its destination irrespective of the conditions or distance involved. The unwritten law 'The message must go through 'had always been upheld. On 5 April the unit received a memorandum from divisional head-quarters outlining an impending scheme whereby members of the force could volunteer for their return to New Zealand to enter essential industries. The categories open were farming, butter and cheese factory work, freezing, building, sawmilling, coal mining and railways, and the appropriate cards were issued to the men for recording their choice. As was usually the case in signals communications had to be maintained and this naturally precluded some personnel from immediate selection. The first draft returning to industry included over 90 men of signals who embarked on the transport 
Abigail Adams outside the lagoon at Nissan on 24 April for their return to New Caledonia and then on to New Zealand. Captain Eady and Lieutenant Harris became draft conducting officers. Similarly selected signalmen from G and J sections on the Treasuries and men from the FMC signal section returned to base. Opportunity was taken of the returning transports to commence the movement of unit equipment and vehicles. In May the division as a whole commenced to vacate its operational areas and the first signal sections to return to New-Caledonia were G and J who, with the exception of a rear party, embarked on the USS 
Tyron at Stirling Island on 15 May. The wireless link between Nissan and the Treasury Islands then ceased. The two sections landed at Népoui four days later. J section became detached from the 8th Brigade and moved to 

Moindah camp which was where the School of Signals was situated and had been the former home of unit headquarters. G section also moved there after accompanying the 38th Field Regiment to the artillery training depot near Néméara. The rear party of these sections arrived in New Caledonia on 24 May.

            
Meanwhile on Nissan signal routine had continued as formerly excepting that the quartering staffs found themselves fully engaged in packing unit equipment for shipping. On Anzac Day members of the unit at divisional headquarters had participated in the ceremonial parade held at the mission. About this period, too, members of M section found a diversion from repairing battle scarred radio stations in installing electric lights and a sound system at the divisional headquarters amphitheatre for a performance given by the Kiwi concert party. Supplies of fresh meat and vegetables arrived and provided a welcome relief from the normal tinned fare. Due to the prevalence of hookworm it became necessary for those still remaining on Nissan to have a blood count taken and a small number of signalmen were subjected to minor medical treatment within their own camp areas. At the end of May the signal offices and communications provided by E and K sections were closed down, and the teletype circuit from divisional headquarters to navy headquarters was discontinued. Preparations were also made for the handing over of all the island land and submarine line circuits to the incoming forces. A 23-foot deep attempt to reach water dug at unit head-quarters was at least found useful as a pit in which to burn camp debris. E and K sections sailed from Nissan on 30 May and went to the Moindah camp on their arrival at Népoui on 8 June. There, Lieutenant Crawley took over the command of K section and Captain Hanna became officer commanding base signals—an appointment held for a short period by Lieutenant Harris following his arrival from the forward area with the industry draft. The FMC signal section arrived In New Caledonia a week later. On 15 June the 44-line switchboard of No. 1 company and the 30-line board of X section, together with their respective signal offices, closed down prior to the embarkation of unit headquarters, headquarters, and No. 1 companies and X section aboard the USS 
Rotanin which sailed for Guadalcanal and New Caledonia that evening. Left behind was a rear party of No. 1 company comprising three officers and 25 other ranks. The 


Rotanin berthed at Népoui at 10 am on 21 June and its signal complement of personnel and equipment was transferred to Moindah.

            
The rear party opened a temporary signal office and exchange in the mission buildings where rear divisional headquarters was and the high power rear link wireless station continued in communication with base until ceasing transmission on 6 July, when the rear party found themselves with but three hours to dismantle the station, in darkness, and pack it in a wireless van for shipment. On the departure of the rear party there were no further members of the unit left in the forward area and on their arrival in New Caledonia the entire Third New Zealand Signals were bivouacked at Moindah. Personnel received their kitbags which had been stored during their absence and there was a general issue of greatcoats, for the cooler temperature of New Caledonia was decidedly noticeable. With the general trend of traffic towards New Zealand a diversion in movements was the arrival from Trentham of Second-Lieutenants Dyer, Clausen, Farrelly and Henry, former non-commissioned officers of the unit who had been newly commissioned. Further drafts sailed progressively for New Zealand to return to civilian occupation under the man-power scheme or for duty with a special army troop company. Early in July two furlough drafts which absorbed over 200 signal personnel left Moindah for base reception depot on the first leg of their journey to New Zealand. A further four signalmen who volunteered for postal duties in the European theatre of war also moved homewards and four members of the unit whose next-of-kin resided in Australia were flown there on furlough. At Moindah every effort was made to keep signal duties to a minimum. The bulk of traffic for transmission was handled by base signals and particularly busy was their rear wireless link to New Zealand conveying the administrative details necessary during the movement of many thousands of troops. Priority task at Moindah was the unpacking and overhauling of unit equipment which had become subject to corrosion and mould during transportation in the humid holds of the ships. In providing a diversion from the camp the Bourail beach became a scheduled trip and the newly constructed Kiwi Club, also at the beach, accommodated those fortunate in being granted a week's leave. This centre had been made possible by a £5,000 grant of the 

Anzac Division of the British War Relief Society of New York. The touring Royal New Zealand Air Force band and the National Broadcasting Service concert parties were a feature of the entertainment provided for the resting troops.

            
A memorandum issued on 1 August announced the intention to withdraw the remaining New Zealand personnel in New Caledonia to New Zealand and during the earlier part of the month the personnel at Moindah were medically reboarded, received their battledress and moved to Nouméa for the long awaited sea voyage.

            
Base signals became attached to the force rear party and continued to maintain communications from Bourail and Nouméa until the conclusion of the party's dismantling and loading tasks. They sailed from Nouméa aboard the USS 
Talamanca arriving in New Zealand on 14 October, and going to Papakura Camp. From there everyone was issued with rail warrants and ration coupons before being dispersed to their homes on furlough. Being home was a little strange at first, for the reality of smooth roads, no mud, the soothing appearance of the country and the green grass, the air which seemed fresher and easier to breathe and fresh food in place of tinned or dry jungle rations seemed all too good to be true.
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Honours and Awards
            

            

              
Following are the awards made to members of Divisional Signals, Third New Zealand Division, in recognition of distinguished service in the South Pacific:—

            

            

              

Member of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire


Captain
 O. A. Gillespie, MBE, MM

              
Captain Gillespie, a journalist by profession, was born at Cust, Canterbury, in 1896. He served in the Great War, leaving New Zealand in 1915 as a private in the 1st Battalion, New Zealand Rifle Brigade. He won the Military Medal and was twice mentioned in despatches. In May 1918 he was given commissioned rank while on active service. Captain Gillespie reentered the army in October 1940, leaving immediately for Fiji with the original 8th Brigade Group as intelligence officer. When the brigade was increased to divisional strength he became GSO3. Returning to New Zealand with the division in July 1942 he was appointed cipher officer, and as such went through the Solomons campaign. He was awarded the MBE in 1943 and afterwards appointed divisional historian, and on his return to New Zealand in 1944 he was transferred to archives branch, Army Head-quarters, to write two surveys of the work of the Third Division and to supervise the production of unit histories.

            

            

              

British Empire Medal


Sergeant 
A. T. Blampied, BEM

              
Sergeant Blampied was born in New Zealand in 1919, and in civilian life was employed by the Post and Telegraph Department 

as a linesman. He served with the New Zealand territorial forces as a member of the Corps of Signals in Burnham from October 1940 until transferring to the overseas forces as a member of the fifth reinforcements in April 1941. The following month he embarked for Fiji, where he served as a despatch rider and in the signals office, until the force returned to New Zealand for reforming. His services were thereafter employed with the cable section until the disbandment of the division in August 1944. The citation to his award reads as follows:—'42726 Sergeant Arthur Thomas Blampied, 3 NZ Divisional Signals, was in charge of field cable detachments in Vella Lavella, Treasury Islands and Green Islands during the period September 1943 to March 1944. Cable work on these islands has been most difficult and arduous. It has involved very long periods of sustained effort in a thick jungle and in a trying climate. Line faults due to many causes, including enemy action, have been so numerous that there have been many occasions when Sergeant Blampied and his men have been called upon after a hard day to go out and work for long hours at night under all weather conditions. During all these operations Sergeant Blampied's work has been of a uniformly high technical standard. He is an excellent type of NCO, and has been able to get the utmost out of his men by his enthusiasm and personal example. Before the division entered the combat zone he had an excellent record as a signalman and junior NCO engaged on similar work in Guadalcanal, New Caledonia and Fiji.'

            

            

              

American Legion of Merit (Degree of Officer)


Lieutenant-Colonel 
D. M. Burns

              
Lieutenant-Colonel Burns was born in New Zealand in 1910 and educated at Wellington College, Wellington Technical College, and Victoria University, graduating as a Bachelor of Science. In civilian occupation he was assistant telegraph engineer to the Post and Telegraph Department. He was first commissioned with the New Zealand Corps of Signals in 1938 and entered Trentham Camp with 'Special Force' in September 1939. Embarking with the advanced party of the first echelon, Colonel Burns saw varied service in the Middle East, including the Greece and Crete Campaigns, until he returned to New Zealand in November 1941 with the rank of major to take command of the 

signal squadron, 1st NZ Army Tank Brigade. He visited Fiji as a representative of the signals branch, Army HQ, in March 1942 to investigate and report upon the island's communications system. On the reforming of the Third NZ Division in August 1942 he was appointed commanding officer, Third NZ Divisional Signals, which position he filled throughout the Solomons campaign until the unit's disbandment. In December of 1944 he was appointed Senior Staff Officer, Signals, Army HQ, Wellington. Colonel Burns was mentioned in despatches for his services in the Solomons.

            

            

              

                
Mentioned in Despatches
              

              

                

Major 
G. W. Heatherwick, EM

                
Major Heatherwick was born in Aberdeen, Scotland, in 1910, educated at the Wellington Technical College, and later joined the Post and Telegraph Department, where he was employed as a mechanician. He first saw military service with the Wellington Technical College Cadets as early as 1925. After continuous service with the territorial forces and the New Zealand temporary staff, during which time he rose to the rank of captain as DAQMG, 4th NZ Division, he was transferred to the NZEF in October 1942. On joining the Third NZ Divisional Signals in that month he was appointed officer commanding, artillery signals company, which position he held until the company was disbanded in February 1943. He was then appointed administration officer ofdivisional signals and OC, HQ company, with the rank of major. He served with the unit through the Solomons campaign to its windingup in Mangere Crossing Camp, New Zealand. In May 1945 he was appointed DAG, Fiji Section, 2NZEF and embarked for his second trip overseas. Major Heatherwick was awarded the King George VJ Coronation Medal in 1937 and the Efficiency Medal in 1941.

              

              

                

                  
Warrant-Officer (2nd Class)
                  
                    
R. C. Orme
                  
                

                
Warrant-Officer Orme was born in Auckland in 1911. Prior to joining the armed forces he was a member of the clerical staff of the Post and Telegraph Department, Hamilton. Entering Trentham Camp as a member of the sixth reinforcement in April 1941, he was posted to the Corps of Signals, and embarked
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the following month with a reinforcement draft for the 8th Brigade Group, Fiji. Employed in the Third Divisional Signals Q branch, he rose to the rank of staff-sergeant before returning to New Zealand. After being appointed RQMS. with the rank of warrant-officer, 2nd class, he saw further service in New Caledonia and Guadalcanal. Ill-health necessitated his return to New Caledonia in December 1943, and in the following June he returned to New Zealand.

              

              

                
Sergeant H. G. Jamieson

                
Prior to entering Trentham Camp as a member of the sixth reinforcements in May 1941, Sergeant Jamieson was a marine engineer in the employ of the Gisborne Harbour Board. In January 1942 he embarked as a corporal with K section, Third Divisional Signals, for Fiji. He remained with this section until March 1943, when he was promoted to the rank of sergeant and transferred to E section, attached to the 17th Field Regiment. Taking part in both the Vella Lavella and Nissan landings, he returned with the rest of his section to New Zealand in August 1944. Although 42 years of age, Army Headquarters decided to retain his services, and utilised his vast store of signals knowledge by posting him to the instructional staff of Army School of Instruction, Trentham, in November 1944.

              

              

                
Sergeant J. H. Oliver

                
In civilian life Sergeant Oliver was employed by C. and A. Odlin, Ltd., working in that firm's radio section. On entering Trentham camp in September 1941 he was posted to regimental signals, and later transferred to artillery signals. He served in Fiji, New Caledonia, Guadalcanal, and Treasury Islands with J section, Third NZ Divisional Signals, rising to the rank of sergeant, before being transferred to D section on Vella Lavella in January 1944. After landing on Green Island with the first flight he was in charge of the divisional report centre and later in the signals office at headquarters, where he remained until he returned to New Caledonia and New Zealand with the first essential industry draft in June 1944.

              

              

                
Lance-Sergeant L. J. Bennett

                
Born in 1913, Lance-Sergeant Bennett was in civilian life a 

linesman and cable jointer in the Post and Telegraph Department. He served with the territorial forces for two and a-half years with the 16th Battery, three months with the 11th Infantry Brigade Defence Platoon, and 13 months as linesman with 5th NZ Divisional Signals before being posted to X section in the Third Divisional Signals with the rank of corporal. He saw service in New Caledonia, Guadalcanal, Treasury Islands and Nissan. Corporal Bennett had charge of a party comprising himself and two linesmen which landed with commanding officers of a reconnaissance party on Treasury Islands, being detailed for duty running lines between advanced report centre and AA batteries on Mono Island. Extracts from the report made by the commanding officer of the 29th Light AA Regiment on Corporal Bennett's work read as follows:—'He was employed immediately on running lines to 208th Battery, 214th Battery, and later to D battery of 198th (US) Regiment. He carried out this work with speed and determination, as well as thoroughness and a complete disregard of danger from enemy snipers or other sources. Lines once laid were broken continuously by enemy action and our own vehicular traffic. On subsequent days he was employed laying cable from Mono Island to Watson and Shirley Islands, and in further communications to the batteries. It is considered that it was due largely to the determination and enthusiasm of Corporal Bennett and to the thoroughness of his work that communications with AA units was as good as it proved to be at that stage.'

              

              

                
Signalman J. A. Casey

                
Signalman Casey was by trade a shepherd. Prior to joining the overseas forces at Papakura Camp in April 1941 he already had a year's territorial service to his credit. He sailed with an early infantry draft to Fiji and later, while the divison was located in New Caledonia, transferred to Divisional Signals in July 1943, being posted as linesman to D section. He remained in this capacity through Guadalcanal, Vella Lavella and Nissan, and for the continued tireless and efficient manner in which he performed his many difficult duties was mentioned in despatches, at the age of 25.

              

              

                
Signalman A. E. Richardson

                
Signalman Richardson, who prior to the war was a 
surface-

man in the New Zealand Railways Department, first entered camp at Wingatui in August 1942. After serving in the Corps of Signals as a heavy truck driver at Riccarton and Washdyke he was transferred to the overseas forces and sailed from Papakura in April 1943 for New Caledonia as a reinforcement for Third NZ Divisional Signals. He was posted as a linesman driver in B cable section. He saw action in Vella Lavella and Nissan before returning to New Zealand in an essential industry draft in June 1944.
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Member of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire


Captain
 O. A. Gillespie, MBE, MM

              
Captain Gillespie, a journalist by profession, was born at Cust, Canterbury, in 1896. He served in the Great War, leaving New Zealand in 1915 as a private in the 1st Battalion, New Zealand Rifle Brigade. He won the Military Medal and was twice mentioned in despatches. In May 1918 he was given commissioned rank while on active service. Captain Gillespie reentered the army in October 1940, leaving immediately for Fiji with the original 8th Brigade Group as intelligence officer. When the brigade was increased to divisional strength he became GSO3. Returning to New Zealand with the division in July 1942 he was appointed cipher officer, and as such went through the Solomons campaign. He was awarded the MBE in 1943 and afterwards appointed divisional historian, and on his return to New Zealand in 1944 he was transferred to archives branch, Army Head-quarters, to write two surveys of the work of the Third Division and to supervise the production of unit histories.

            








Victoria University of Wellington Library




Headquarters: a brief outline of the activities of headquarters of the third division and the 8th and 14th Brigades during their service in the Pacific

British Empire Medal — Sergeant A. T. Blampied, BEM



              

British Empire Medal


Sergeant 
A. T. Blampied, BEM

              
Sergeant Blampied was born in New Zealand in 1919, and in civilian life was employed by the Post and Telegraph Department 

as a linesman. He served with the New Zealand territorial forces as a member of the Corps of Signals in Burnham from October 1940 until transferring to the overseas forces as a member of the fifth reinforcements in April 1941. The following month he embarked for Fiji, where he served as a despatch rider and in the signals office, until the force returned to New Zealand for reforming. His services were thereafter employed with the cable section until the disbandment of the division in August 1944. The citation to his award reads as follows:—'42726 Sergeant Arthur Thomas Blampied, 3 NZ Divisional Signals, was in charge of field cable detachments in Vella Lavella, Treasury Islands and Green Islands during the period September 1943 to March 1944. Cable work on these islands has been most difficult and arduous. It has involved very long periods of sustained effort in a thick jungle and in a trying climate. Line faults due to many causes, including enemy action, have been so numerous that there have been many occasions when Sergeant Blampied and his men have been called upon after a hard day to go out and work for long hours at night under all weather conditions. During all these operations Sergeant Blampied's work has been of a uniformly high technical standard. He is an excellent type of NCO, and has been able to get the utmost out of his men by his enthusiasm and personal example. Before the division entered the combat zone he had an excellent record as a signalman and junior NCO engaged on similar work in Guadalcanal, New Caledonia and Fiji.'
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American Legion of Merit (Degree of Officer)


Lieutenant-Colonel 
D. M. Burns

              
Lieutenant-Colonel Burns was born in New Zealand in 1910 and educated at Wellington College, Wellington Technical College, and Victoria University, graduating as a Bachelor of Science. In civilian occupation he was assistant telegraph engineer to the Post and Telegraph Department. He was first commissioned with the New Zealand Corps of Signals in 1938 and entered Trentham Camp with 'Special Force' in September 1939. Embarking with the advanced party of the first echelon, Colonel Burns saw varied service in the Middle East, including the Greece and Crete Campaigns, until he returned to New Zealand in November 1941 with the rank of major to take command of the 

signal squadron, 1st NZ Army Tank Brigade. He visited Fiji as a representative of the signals branch, Army HQ, in March 1942 to investigate and report upon the island's communications system. On the reforming of the Third NZ Division in August 1942 he was appointed commanding officer, Third NZ Divisional Signals, which position he filled throughout the Solomons campaign until the unit's disbandment. In December of 1944 he was appointed Senior Staff Officer, Signals, Army HQ, Wellington. Colonel Burns was mentioned in despatches for his services in the Solomons.
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Major 
G. W. Heatherwick, EM

                
Major Heatherwick was born in Aberdeen, Scotland, in 1910, educated at the Wellington Technical College, and later joined the Post and Telegraph Department, where he was employed as a mechanician. He first saw military service with the Wellington Technical College Cadets as early as 1925. After continuous service with the territorial forces and the New Zealand temporary staff, during which time he rose to the rank of captain as DAQMG, 4th NZ Division, he was transferred to the NZEF in October 1942. On joining the Third NZ Divisional Signals in that month he was appointed officer commanding, artillery signals company, which position he held until the company was disbanded in February 1943. He was then appointed administration officer ofdivisional signals and OC, HQ company, with the rank of major. He served with the unit through the Solomons campaign to its windingup in Mangere Crossing Camp, New Zealand. In May 1945 he was appointed DAG, Fiji Section, 2NZEF and embarked for his second trip overseas. Major Heatherwick was awarded the King George VJ Coronation Medal in 1937 and the Efficiency Medal in 1941.

              

              

                

                  
Warrant-Officer (2nd Class)
                  
                    
R. C. Orme
                  
                

                
Warrant-Officer Orme was born in Auckland in 1911. Prior to joining the armed forces he was a member of the clerical staff of the Post and Telegraph Department, Hamilton. Entering Trentham Camp as a member of the sixth reinforcement in April 1941, he was posted to the Corps of Signals, and embarked
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the following month with a reinforcement draft for the 8th Brigade Group, Fiji. Employed in the Third Divisional Signals Q branch, he rose to the rank of staff-sergeant before returning to New Zealand. After being appointed RQMS. with the rank of warrant-officer, 2nd class, he saw further service in New Caledonia and Guadalcanal. Ill-health necessitated his return to New Caledonia in December 1943, and in the following June he returned to New Zealand.

              

              

                
Sergeant H. G. Jamieson

                
Prior to entering Trentham Camp as a member of the sixth reinforcements in May 1941, Sergeant Jamieson was a marine engineer in the employ of the Gisborne Harbour Board. In January 1942 he embarked as a corporal with K section, Third Divisional Signals, for Fiji. He remained with this section until March 1943, when he was promoted to the rank of sergeant and transferred to E section, attached to the 17th Field Regiment. Taking part in both the Vella Lavella and Nissan landings, he returned with the rest of his section to New Zealand in August 1944. Although 42 years of age, Army Headquarters decided to retain his services, and utilised his vast store of signals knowledge by posting him to the instructional staff of Army School of Instruction, Trentham, in November 1944.

              

              

                
Sergeant J. H. Oliver

                
In civilian life Sergeant Oliver was employed by C. and A. Odlin, Ltd., working in that firm's radio section. On entering Trentham camp in September 1941 he was posted to regimental signals, and later transferred to artillery signals. He served in Fiji, New Caledonia, Guadalcanal, and Treasury Islands with J section, Third NZ Divisional Signals, rising to the rank of sergeant, before being transferred to D section on Vella Lavella in January 1944. After landing on Green Island with the first flight he was in charge of the divisional report centre and later in the signals office at headquarters, where he remained until he returned to New Caledonia and New Zealand with the first essential industry draft in June 1944.

              

              

                
Lance-Sergeant L. J. Bennett

                
Born in 1913, Lance-Sergeant Bennett was in civilian life a 

linesman and cable jointer in the Post and Telegraph Department. He served with the territorial forces for two and a-half years with the 16th Battery, three months with the 11th Infantry Brigade Defence Platoon, and 13 months as linesman with 5th NZ Divisional Signals before being posted to X section in the Third Divisional Signals with the rank of corporal. He saw service in New Caledonia, Guadalcanal, Treasury Islands and Nissan. Corporal Bennett had charge of a party comprising himself and two linesmen which landed with commanding officers of a reconnaissance party on Treasury Islands, being detailed for duty running lines between advanced report centre and AA batteries on Mono Island. Extracts from the report made by the commanding officer of the 29th Light AA Regiment on Corporal Bennett's work read as follows:—'He was employed immediately on running lines to 208th Battery, 214th Battery, and later to D battery of 198th (US) Regiment. He carried out this work with speed and determination, as well as thoroughness and a complete disregard of danger from enemy snipers or other sources. Lines once laid were broken continuously by enemy action and our own vehicular traffic. On subsequent days he was employed laying cable from Mono Island to Watson and Shirley Islands, and in further communications to the batteries. It is considered that it was due largely to the determination and enthusiasm of Corporal Bennett and to the thoroughness of his work that communications with AA units was as good as it proved to be at that stage.'

              

              

                
Signalman J. A. Casey

                
Signalman Casey was by trade a shepherd. Prior to joining the overseas forces at Papakura Camp in April 1941 he already had a year's territorial service to his credit. He sailed with an early infantry draft to Fiji and later, while the divison was located in New Caledonia, transferred to Divisional Signals in July 1943, being posted as linesman to D section. He remained in this capacity through Guadalcanal, Vella Lavella and Nissan, and for the continued tireless and efficient manner in which he performed his many difficult duties was mentioned in despatches, at the age of 25.

              

              

                
Signalman A. E. Richardson

                
Signalman Richardson, who prior to the war was a 
surface-

man in the New Zealand Railways Department, first entered camp at Wingatui in August 1942. After serving in the Corps of Signals as a heavy truck driver at Riccarton and Washdyke he was transferred to the overseas forces and sailed from Papakura in April 1943 for New Caledonia as a reinforcement for Third NZ Divisional Signals. He was posted as a linesman driver in B cable section. He saw action in Vella Lavella and Nissan before returning to New Zealand in an essential industry draft in June 1944.
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Major 
G. W. Heatherwick, EM

                
Major Heatherwick was born in Aberdeen, Scotland, in 1910, educated at the Wellington Technical College, and later joined the Post and Telegraph Department, where he was employed as a mechanician. He first saw military service with the Wellington Technical College Cadets as early as 1925. After continuous service with the territorial forces and the New Zealand temporary staff, during which time he rose to the rank of captain as DAQMG, 4th NZ Division, he was transferred to the NZEF in October 1942. On joining the Third NZ Divisional Signals in that month he was appointed officer commanding, artillery signals company, which position he held until the company was disbanded in February 1943. He was then appointed administration officer ofdivisional signals and OC, HQ company, with the rank of major. He served with the unit through the Solomons campaign to its windingup in Mangere Crossing Camp, New Zealand. In May 1945 he was appointed DAG, Fiji Section, 2NZEF and embarked for his second trip overseas. Major Heatherwick was awarded the King George VJ Coronation Medal in 1937 and the Efficiency Medal in 1941.
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the following month with a reinforcement draft for the 8th Brigade Group, Fiji. Employed in the Third Divisional Signals Q branch, he rose to the rank of staff-sergeant before returning to New Zealand. After being appointed RQMS. with the rank of warrant-officer, 2nd class, he saw further service in New Caledonia and Guadalcanal. Ill-health necessitated his return to New Caledonia in December 1943, and in the following June he returned to New Zealand.
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Sergeant H. G. Jamieson

                
Prior to entering Trentham Camp as a member of the sixth reinforcements in May 1941, Sergeant Jamieson was a marine engineer in the employ of the Gisborne Harbour Board. In January 1942 he embarked as a corporal with K section, Third Divisional Signals, for Fiji. He remained with this section until March 1943, when he was promoted to the rank of sergeant and transferred to E section, attached to the 17th Field Regiment. Taking part in both the Vella Lavella and Nissan landings, he returned with the rest of his section to New Zealand in August 1944. Although 42 years of age, Army Headquarters decided to retain his services, and utilised his vast store of signals knowledge by posting him to the instructional staff of Army School of Instruction, Trentham, in November 1944.
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Sergeant J. H. Oliver

                
In civilian life Sergeant Oliver was employed by C. and A. Odlin, Ltd., working in that firm's radio section. On entering Trentham camp in September 1941 he was posted to regimental signals, and later transferred to artillery signals. He served in Fiji, New Caledonia, Guadalcanal, and Treasury Islands with J section, Third NZ Divisional Signals, rising to the rank of sergeant, before being transferred to D section on Vella Lavella in January 1944. After landing on Green Island with the first flight he was in charge of the divisional report centre and later in the signals office at headquarters, where he remained until he returned to New Caledonia and New Zealand with the first essential industry draft in June 1944.
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Lance-Sergeant L. J. Bennett

                
Born in 1913, Lance-Sergeant Bennett was in civilian life a 

linesman and cable jointer in the Post and Telegraph Department. He served with the territorial forces for two and a-half years with the 16th Battery, three months with the 11th Infantry Brigade Defence Platoon, and 13 months as linesman with 5th NZ Divisional Signals before being posted to X section in the Third Divisional Signals with the rank of corporal. He saw service in New Caledonia, Guadalcanal, Treasury Islands and Nissan. Corporal Bennett had charge of a party comprising himself and two linesmen which landed with commanding officers of a reconnaissance party on Treasury Islands, being detailed for duty running lines between advanced report centre and AA batteries on Mono Island. Extracts from the report made by the commanding officer of the 29th Light AA Regiment on Corporal Bennett's work read as follows:—'He was employed immediately on running lines to 208th Battery, 214th Battery, and later to D battery of 198th (US) Regiment. He carried out this work with speed and determination, as well as thoroughness and a complete disregard of danger from enemy snipers or other sources. Lines once laid were broken continuously by enemy action and our own vehicular traffic. On subsequent days he was employed laying cable from Mono Island to Watson and Shirley Islands, and in further communications to the batteries. It is considered that it was due largely to the determination and enthusiasm of Corporal Bennett and to the thoroughness of his work that communications with AA units was as good as it proved to be at that stage.'
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Signalman J. A. Casey

                
Signalman Casey was by trade a shepherd. Prior to joining the overseas forces at Papakura Camp in April 1941 he already had a year's territorial service to his credit. He sailed with an early infantry draft to Fiji and later, while the divison was located in New Caledonia, transferred to Divisional Signals in July 1943, being posted as linesman to D section. He remained in this capacity through Guadalcanal, Vella Lavella and Nissan, and for the continued tireless and efficient manner in which he performed his many difficult duties was mentioned in despatches, at the age of 25.
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Signalman A. E. Richardson

                
Signalman Richardson, who prior to the war was a 
surface-

man in the New Zealand Railways Department, first entered camp at Wingatui in August 1942. After serving in the Corps of Signals as a heavy truck driver at Riccarton and Washdyke he was transferred to the overseas forces and sailed from Papakura in April 1943 for New Caledonia as a reinforcement for Third NZ Divisional Signals. He was posted as a linesman driver in B cable section. He saw action in Vella Lavella and Nissan before returning to New Zealand in an essential industry draft in June 1944.
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Nominal Roll, Third Divisional Signals
            

            
This is the nominal roll of personnel of the New Zealand Corps of Signals who served with B Force and the Third New Zealand Division in Fiji, with the New Zealand Expeditionary Force in the Pacific, and the Third Division in New Caledonia and the Solomon Islands, † Denotes died of sickness or on active service, * wounded in action, 
a service in Fiji, 
b service in New Caledonia, 
c service in the Solomon Islands.

            

              

	Lance-Corporal Abell, S. J., b, c

	Corporal Adair, J. T., a

	Sergeant Adams, C. B., a, b, c

	Signalman Adams, G. S., a. b. c

	Signalman Adams, J. D., a

	Signalman Adams, W., b

	Signalman Adlam, J. R., a, b

	Signalman Aitken, D. E., a

	Signalman Allen, J. P., a, b, c

	Signalman Allen, W. H., a, b

	Signalman Alley, G. R., a

	Corporal Ambler, T. W., a, b, c

	Lance-Corporal Amon, E. C., a, b, c

	Signalman Amon, G., b, c

	Signalman Anderson, D. S., b, c

	Signalman Anderson, D. W. F., a, b, c

	Lance-Corporal Anderson, G. B., b

	Staff-Sergeant Anderson, L. D. J., b, c

	Corporal Anderson, R. A., b, c

	Signalman Anderson, S. T. W., b

	Signalman Andersen, W. I., a

	Signalman Andrews, R. N., b

	Signalman Annan, G. W., a, b

	Second-Lieutenant Anniss, C. R., a

	Signalman Anniss, H. M., a, b, c

	Lance-Ccrporal Appleyard, W. E., b, c

	Signalman Archer, F. J., a

	Signalman Arnott, A. G., b, c

	Signalman Arthur, W. E., b, c

	Signalman Arthur. W. V., b, c

	Signalman Ashe, B. V., a

	Lance-Corporal Ashworth, J. E., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Back, P. R., a, b, c

	Signalman Bain, T. H., a

	Signalman Baird, W. D., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Baker, B. G., a

	Signalman Baker, C., b

	Signalman Ball, H. A., A, b, c

	Lance-Corporal Ball, J. A. F.. b, c

	Signalman Bannister, G. D., a, b, c

	Sergeant Barker, I. B., b, c

	Signalman Barn, D., b

	Signalman Barnett, D. K., a, b, c

	Corporal Barraclough, H. S., b, c

	Signalman Barrie, J., b

	Captain Barron, K. H., a, b, c

	Second-Lieutenant Barrowclough, P. D., b,

	Signalman Barry, M. D., b, c

	Signalman Bartlett, L. J., a

	Signalman Batten, W. E. J., a, b

	Signalman Baxter, R. E., b, c

	Signalman Baylis, I. S., a, b, c

	Signalman Beadle, J., b, c

	Signalman Beams, D. A., b. c

	Signalman Beatty. I. D., b, c

	Signalman Beauchamp, N. M., b

	Signalman Beck, R. T., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Bell, C. F., b, c

	Signalman Bell, I. K., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Belsey, P. T. E., b, c

	Signalman Bennett, A. D., a

	Signalman Bennett, B. S. W., b, c

	Signalman Bennett, F. E. F., a

	Lance-Sergeant Bennett, L. J., b, c

	Corporal Berry, F., b, c

	Signalman Betteridge, W. L., b

	Signalman Bevege, A. M. H., b, c

	Staff-Sergeant Bevins, G. R., a, b, c

	Signalman Bingham, G. T. M., b, c

	Signalman Bird, N. G., 'a

	Signalman Black, A. R., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Blackburn, P. R., b, c

	Signalman Blackmore, W. V., b, c

	Corporal Blair, I. H. M., a, b, c

	Signalman Blair, T. A., a, b, c

	Signalman Blake, L. J., b

	Staff-Sergeant Blakey, R. C., a, b, c

	Sergeant Blampied, A. T., a, b, c

	Signalman Blithe, T. A., a, b, c

	Signalman Bluck, T. R., b, c

	Signalman Blumhardt, E., b, c

	Signalman Boggs, R. (J., a, b, c

	Lance-Corporal Bond, L. J., a, b, c

	Signalman Boniface, E., a, b, c

	W.II Bool, F., a, b, c

	Signalman Boothby, I., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Bornholdt, A. V., b

	Signalman Bowdler, 0. N., b, c

	Sergeant Bowerman, E. L., b

	Signalman Bowrey, C. N., b, c

	Signalman Boyd, J. McC., a, b, c

	Signalman Braddick, M. E., a, b, c

	Signalman Bradley, S. E., a

	Signalman Bradshaw, H., a

	Signalman Bradshaw, R. T., b, c

	Signalman Bramble, B. F., a, b, c

	Sergeant Breach, H. B., a, b, c

	Signalman Briggs, R. W., b, c

	Signalman Broadbent, N. B., a, b, c

	Signalman Brock, W. R., b

	Lance-Sergeant Brockway, R. F., a, b, c

	Corporal Bromley, L. C. W., b, c

	Signalman Brook, W. R., b

	Sergeant Brosnahan, H. P., b

	Signalman Brown, H. R. C., b, c

	Lieutenant Brown, H. S., b, c

	Signalman Brown, M. W., a

	Signalman Browne, H. A., b, c

	Sergeant Browne, H. R. D., a

	Lance-Corporal Bruce, G. R., a



	Signalman Bruce, L. J., a, b

	Corporal Bruce, W. R., b, c

	Signalman Buchanan, J. B., a

	Signalman Buck, C. J. H., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Bulman, C. R., a, b, c

	Signalman Bunting, C. F. J., a, b, c

	Lance-Sergeant Bunting, M. T., a, b, c

	Signalman Burgess, A. McG., b

	Signalman Burgess, E. B., b, c

	Signalman Burgess, R. H., a

	Signalman Burke, R. T., b

	Lance-Corporal Burke, T., a, b, c

	Lieutenant-Colonel Burns, D. McN., a, b. c

	Lance-Corporal Burns, G. E. V., b, c

	Signalman Burr, L. S., b

	Signalman Burrell, R. S., b

	Signalman Burridge, H. L., a

	Signalman Burt, E. D., b, c

	Signalman Burton, G. T., b, c

	Signalman Burton, J. A. McK., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Bush, J. C, b

	Signalman Bush, S., b

	Signalman Butcher, A. L., b

	Signalman Butler, H. L., b

	Signalman Butler, R. B., b, c

	Sergeant Butt, W. J., b, c

	Corporal Cameron, D. R., b

	Signalman Cameron, L. M., a, b, c

	Lance-Corporal Cameron, M. J., b, c

	Signalman Campbell, A. L., b, c

	Signalman Campbell, B. D., a

	Signalman Campbell, C. B., b, c

	Signalman Campbell, D. C., a

	Signalman Campbell, H. A. G., b, c

	Signalman Campbell, R., a

	Signalman Campbell, W. A., b

	Signalman Carr, J. S., b, c

	Signalman Cantwell, J., a,

	Signalman Carroll, M. J., b, c

	Corporal Carruthers, B. J., b

	Signalman Carter, C. F., b

	Sergeant Carter, G. H., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Carter, N. L., a, b, c

	Signalman Casey, F. B., a, b, c

	Signalman Casey, L. R., a, b, c

	Signalman Casey, J. A., b, c

	Signalman Chalk. W. J., a

	Signalman Chambers, A. P., b, c

	Signalman Chapman, A. C., a, b, c

	Signalman Chapman, A. E. E., b

	Signalman Cheetham, C. F. J., b, c

	Signalman Chesney, S., b

	Signalman Childs, C. R., b, c

	Signalman Clark, I. L., b, c

	Major Clark, J. K. H., b, c

	Signalman Clark, W. G., a

	Captain Clarke, S. C., b, c

	Second-Lieutenant Clausen, G. W., b, c

	Sergeant Clemens, W. E., a, b, c

	Signalman Clere, R. H., b, c

	Signalman Closey, L., b, c

	Signalman Clough, H. D., b, c

	Corporal Coates, G. C., a, b, c

	Lieutenant Coates, K. J., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Coburn, T. D., b, c

	Signalman Coker, R. G., b, c

	Signalman Colbert, L., b

	Signalman Cole, G. A., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Colebrook, K. J., a, b, c

	Lance-Corporal Coleby, F. E., a, b, c

	Lance-Corporal Coleman, H. K. R., b

	Signalman Coleman, V. C., a

	Signalman Collinge, W. M., b

	Lance-Corporal Collins, C, b, c

	Signalman Collins, M. A., b, c

	Signalman Collins, P. C. A., a

	Signalman Connolly, H. D., a, b

	Signalman Cook, H. H., a

	Signalman Cook, M. A., b, c

	Signalman Cooke, A. R., b, c

	Signalman Cooley, F. W., b, c

	Signalman Coombes, N., b

	Signalman Coombs, C. T., b, c

	Sergeant Cooper, R. M., b, c

	Sergeant Cormack, W., b

	Lance-Corporal Cottam, R. H., b, c

	Sergea nt Cottier, R. T., b

	Signalman Counihan, R. M., b, c

	Signalman Coward,. A. G. W., b, c

	Signalman Cowie, G. A., b

	Lance-Corporal Crabb, R. E. H., b, c

	Signalman Craig, J., b

	Signalman Crawford, C. F., b, c

	Signalman Crawford, C. G., a

	Lieutenant Crawley, R. H. C., a, b, c

	Signalman Cree, F. H. B., b

	Corporal Creighton, T. A., b, c

	Signalman Crequer, M. L., b, c

	Signalman Crocker, W. S., b, c

	Signalman Crothers, R., a, b, c

	Signalman Crysell, A. C., a

	Signalman Cudd, G. E., a

	Signalman Culbert, R. C., b, c

	Signalman Cullen, I. S., a

	Signalman Curnow, J. N., b, c

	Signalman Currie, R. D., b, c

	Signalman Curtis, K. T., b, c

	Corporal Dale, A. F., a, b, c

	Lance-Sergeant Dalton, S. M., a, b, c

	Signalman Dalziel, M. D., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Dance, W. E., b

	Signalman Dangerfield, L. J., a, b, c

	Signalman Darnill, W. O., b, c

	Signalman Davie, J. G. C, a

	Signalman Davies, G. L. J., b, c

	Signalman Davies, M. P. H., b

	Signalman Davies, W. R., b, c

	Signalman Davis, R., a, b, c

	Lieutenant Daw, H. F., b, c

	Signalman Dawson, E. A., a, b, c

	Second-Lieutenant Day, D. G., a

	Signalman De Bernado, I., b, c

	Signalman Dempsey, P. E., b, c

	Corporal Dennehy, D., a, b, c

	Corporal Denton, H., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Dermondy, W., b, c

	Signalman Derbidge, G. A., b

	Signalman Devery, W. E. G., b, c

	Corporal Dewe, M. E., a

	Corporal Didcott. R. G., b

	Lance-Corporal Dinihan, W. W., a, b, c

	Lance-Corporal Dinsdale, A. M., b

	Signalman Dobby, F. S., b

	Corporal Dobson, A. J. W., b

	Lance-Corporal Dobson, A. R., b

	Signalman Dobson, M. A., a, b

	Signalman Doddrell, M. S., b. c

	Sergeant Doherty, J. M., a, b, c

	Signalman Dombroski, A. B., b

	Signalman Donaldson, W., b, c

	Signalman Donoghue, H. T., b

	Sergeant Douglas, G. R., a, b, c

	Signalman Douglas', S. M., a, b, c

	Lieutenant Dreaver, T. G. U., b, c

	Signalman Drelaud. R. J., b, c

	Signalman Duffield, A. J., b, c



	Signalman Duffy, E. J., b, c

	Signalman Duffy, J. J., b, c

	Signalman Duke, G. A., b, c

	Signalman Dunham, F. J., a

	Signalman Dunn, N. A., b

	Signalman Dunne, W. J., b

	Signalman Dvvyer, M. G., b, c

	Second-Lieutenant Dyer, F. D., a, b, c

	Lieutenant Dyson, W. H., b, c

	Captain Eady, T. C., b, c

	Lance-Sergeant Easton, W. G., b, c

	Corporal Eccleston, P. J., b

	Signalman Eckhoff, D. N., b, c

	Signalman Edgecombe, C. J., a

	Signalman Edwards, B. C., b

	Corporal Ellery, W. R., b

	Signalman Elrick, J., a

	Signalman Enwright, F. B., b, c

	Signalman Erikson, E. F., b

	Signalman Evans, A. S., b, c

	Signalman Evans, T. H. O., a

	Signalman Evans, W., b, c

	Corporal Fahey, W. C., a, b, c

	Lance-Corporal Fairbairn, J. T., b, c

	Signalman Faithful, W. G., a

	Second-Lieutenant Farrelly, E. H., a, b, c

	Signalman Feek, C. R., b, c

	Signalman Fehsenfeld, N. E., b, c

	Signalman Fenton, R. J., b, c

	Sergeant Ferguson, I. F., a, b

	Signalman Field, A. L. A., b, c

	Signalman Finlay, D. G., a, b, c

	Lance-Corporal Finlayson, j. J., b, c

	Corporal Fish, K. F., b, c

	Lieutenant Fitchett, A. W., b, c

	Signalman Fitzgerald, B. J., b

	WOII Fitzgerald, E. J., a, b, c

	Signalman Fitzmaurice, M. H., b, c

	Signalman Fitzpatrick, P., a

	Signalman Fleetwood, E. A., a

	Corporal Fleming, N. G., a, b, c

	Signalman Fleming, T. I., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Fletcher, G. H., a, b, C

	Signalman Foley, R. J., b, c

	Signalman Foote, L. D., b

	Signalman Ford, F. P., a, b, c

	Signalman Ford, J. J., b, c*

	Sergeant Forrest, J. D. (Att ex 22 Fd Amb), a, b, c

	Signalman Foster, N. E., b, c

	Signalman Frampton, A. R., b, c

	Signalman Frazer, A. L., b

	Signalman Freeman, N. K., b, c

	Corporal Fry, A. D. P., a

	Signalman Fry, F. E., a, b, c*

	Second-Lieutenant Fussell, A. T., a

	Signalman Garbutt, T. Ay b, c

	Signalman Gardiner, H. C., b, c

	Signalman Gardner, C. P., b, c

	Lieutenant Garner, J. P., b, c

	Signalman Garrett, F., b

	Captain Garters, R. A., b, c

	Signalman Gascoine, C. A., b

	Signalman Gear, J. R.. b. C

	Signalman Genet, H. T., b, c

	Signalman George, B., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Gettins, E. G., b, c

	Captain Gettins, J. L. J., a, b, c

	Signalman Gibney, E., b, c

	Signalman Gill, A. T., a

	Signalman Gill, K. H., b, c

	Signalman Gillard, V. A., a, b, c

	Captain Gillespie, O. A., a, b, c

	Lance-Sergeant Godbold, A. P. W., a, b c

	Lieutenant Goff, A. G., b, c

	Signalman Goldsmith, E. A., b

	Lieutenant Goodman, E., b

	Signalman Gordon, A. F. W. H., b

	Signalman Gordon, R. L., b

	Signalman Gottermeyer, M. T., a

	Lieutenant Gould, J. M., b, c

	Sergeant Gould, P. I., a, b, c

	Signalman Goulding, F. R., b

	Second-Lieutenant Gowland, P., a, b, c

	Signalman Gracie, B. W., b

	Signalman Graham, R., b

	Corporal Grant, H. M., a, b, c

	Sergeant Grant, T. H., a, b, c

	Sergeant Greensill, I. C., a, b, c

	Signalman Greer, J., b

	Signalman Gregorie, F. C., b

	Signalman Grinin, E. J., b, c

	Signalman Grinin, M. J., a, b, c

	Signalman Griffiths, F., b

	Lance-Corporal Grigg, F. L. H., b, c

	Signalman Grindlay, D. J., b

	Corporal Grover, W. E., b

	Corporal Hadfield, J. W., b, c

	Lance-Sergeant Haigh, R. G., a, b, c

	Corporal Haines, G. C., a, b

	Corporal Haldane, J. D. M., b, c

	Lieutenant Hall, A. H., b

	Signalman Hamlin, D. F., b, c

	Signalman Hammond, B. K., a

	Signalman Hancox, D. H., b, c

	Captain Hanna, R. F., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Hansen, A. F., b, c

	Captain Hanson, S. A., b, c

	Sergeant Harlin, R. H. G, b

	Signalman Harford, F. O., b

	Corporal Harrington, L. R., a, b, c

	Lieutenant Harris, E. G., b, c

	Signalman Harris, L. H., a

	Signalman Harris, N. C., b, c

	Signalman Harris, T. D., b, c

	Signalman Harrison H. K., b

	Signalman Hartley, L. G., a

	Signalman Hartley, L. G., a, b

	Sergeant Hartley, T. W., a, b

	Captain Hartley, W. H. D. (CF attached), b, c

	Lance-Corporal Harty, M. R., a, b, c

	Corporal Harvey, A. T., b

	Lance-Corporal Harvey, A. W., b, c

	T/WOII Hastings, W. J., b

	Corporal Hatcher, E. A., b

	Signalman Hawker, M. E., b, c

	Signalman Hawkins, A. R., b

	Corporal Hawkins, B. H., a, b, c

	Corporal Hayes, J. F., a

	Signalman Healy, A. j. C, a, b, c

	Major Heatherwick, G. W., b, c

	Signalman Henderson, M. G., b, c

	Signalman Henderson, S., b, c

	Signalman Hendren, A. T., a, b, c

	Signalman Hennesy, T. E., b

	Second-Lieutenant Henry, R. J., a, b

	Signalman Hercock, W. T. S., a, b, c

	Signalman Heslop, L. M., b

	Captain Hester, H. A., b, c

	Signalman Hewitt, F. W., b

	Signalman Hickey, J. P., b, c

	Signalman Higgins, W. D. H., b, c

	Signalman Hill, C. R., a

	Signalman Hill, J. C., a

	Signalman Hill, W., b, c



	Corporal Hitching, M. A., b, c

	Signalman Hjorth, M. R., b

	Signalman Hobman, D. T., b

	Signalman Hodgson, N. J. H., a, b, c

	Signalman Hogg, W. E., a, b, c

	WOI Holden, N., a, b, c

	Lance-Corporal Holland, P. F., b, c

	Signalman Holley, J. C., a, b, c

	Signalman Holmes, J. A., b, c

	Signalman Honneyford, A. J., a

	Corporal Hood, 0. S., b, c

	Signalman Hooper, E. E., b, c

	Signalman Hooper, H. R., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Hooper, M. J., b, c

	Signalman Hope, G. H. W. A., b, c

	Signalman Horan, T. M., b, c*

	Signalman Horne, G. D., b, c

	Signalman Horrax, J. S., b, c

	Signalman Horrox, C. W., b

	Corporal Horsfall, V. T., b

	Signalman Hoskin, A. D., b, c

	Signalman Houlihan, M. J., a, b, c

	Signalman House, G. C., b, c

	Signalman Howell, I. D., b, c

	Signalman Howell, W. 0., a, b, c

	Signalman Howie, A. W., b

	Signalman Hunniford, A. J., a

	Signalman Hunt, L. R., b, c

	Signalman Hunter, D. R., b, c

	Signalman Hunter, G. B., b

	Corporal Hurrell, R. T., a

	Signalman Husband, G. W., a, b, c

	Signalman Hussey, D. A., a, b, c

	Signalman Hutton, G. A., b, c

	Signalman Hutton, R. E. b

	Lance-Corporal Hyde, V. H., b, c

	Signalman Ireland, J. S., b, c

	Signalman Ireland, R. A., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Ireland, W. L., b, c

	Signalman Isbister, L. G., b, c

	Signalman Jackson, H. E., b, c

	Sergeant Jackson, H. R., a, b, c

	Signalman Jackson, M. M., b

	Signalman Jackways, S. T. a, b, c

	Staff-Sergeant James, C. K., b

	Sergeant Jamieson, H. G., a, b, c

	Signalman Jamieson, M. G., b, c

	Signalman Jarvie, M. A. W., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Jefferies-Bryant, A. C, b,

	Signalman Jellyman, R. H., b, c

	Signalman Jenkins, H. T., a, b, c

	Signalman Johnson B. A., b

	Signalman Johnson W. A., b, c

	Signalman Johnston, A. G., b, c

	Signalman Johnston, G. E., a, b

	Signalman Johnston, J. N. R., b, c

	Signalman Johnstone, A. F., b, c

	Signalman Jones, B. I., b, c

	Sergeant Jones, C. A., a, b, c

	Signalman Jones, C. J., b

	Signalman Jones, G. R., b, c

	Corporal Jones, K. K., b, c

	Lieutenant Jones, L. R., b, c

	Sergeant Jones, N., a, b

	Signalman Jones, P. R., b, c

	Signalman Jones, W. A. B., a

	Corporal Jones, W. D., a

	Signalman Jordan, W. J., a, b, c

	Signalman Jory, G. K., b

	Signalman Joseph, E. 0., b

	Signalman Jowett P. M., b, c

	Signalman Joyce, F. J., b

	Corporal Joyce, H., b

	Corporal Keating, W. R. A., b

	Signalman Keats, J. N., a

	Signalman Keene, S. E., b, c

	Signalman Keith, J. T. 0., b, c

	Signalman Kelly, P. G., a, b

	Signalman Kendrick, L., b, c

	Signalman Kennedy, J., a

	Signalman Kennedy, J. A., b

	Lance-Corporal Kennedy, K. W., b

	Signalman Kennedy, M. E., b, C

	Signalman Kennedy, R. N., a, b, c

	Sergeant Kerr, T. R., a, b, c

	Signalman Kerr, W. R. A., b, c

	Signalman Kerslake, A. R., b, c

	Signalman Kerwan, D. H. P., b

	Corporal King, E. F., b

	Signalman Kirby, A. R., b, c

	Signalman Kirk, J. C., a, b, c

	Signalman Kitching, E. I., b, c

	Corporal Knowles, H. H., a, b, c

	Signalman Knowles, W. T., b, c

	Second-Lieutenant Korte, F. A., b, c

	Signalman Lampp, E. H., b

	Signalman La Nauze, R. A., b

	Signalman Lane, M. T. D., b, c

	Signalman Larkin, L. J., b, c

	Signalman Lash, J. G., b, c

	Signalman Latto, A. J., b, c

	Signalman Lawson, J. N., a, b, c

	Signalman Lay, A. G., b, c

	Signalman Leask, A. W., b, c

	Signalman Leckie, M., b

	Lance-Corporal Lee, G. M., b, c

	Signalman Lee, W., b, c

	Signalman Leggott, N. U., b, c

	Signalman Leishman, A., a, b, c

	Signalman Leonard, H. I., a, b, c

	Signalman Leslie, A. J. M., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Lincoln, 0. S., b, c

	Signalman Lindsay, R. C., a

	Corporal Linton, H. C., a, b

	Signalman Litten, W. R. L., b, c

	Signalman Little, J. A., b, c

	Signalman Lloyd, E. A. E., a, b, c

	Signalman Lock, N. L., b, c

	Signalman Longbottom, J. A., b, c

	Signalman Longman, J. W., b, c

	Signalman Lonie, R. H., b

	Sergeant Lothian, G. R., a, b

	Corporal Lowry, A. G., b, c

	Signalman Lucena, G. L., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Lumber, K. F., b, c

	Signalman Lusby, S. G., b

	Signalman McAinch, G. J. L., b

	Signalman McAlpine, D. W., a

	Lance-Sergeant McAnnalley, H. S., a, b, c

	Signalman McBeth, R. F., a

	Signalman McCaldon, J. A., b

	Signalman McCallum, A., b, c†

	Signalman McCarthy T. J., b

	Signalman McCash, J. A., a, b, c

	Signalman McCauley, G. E., b, c

	Signalman McCaw, J. S., a

	Lance-Corporal McCombe, R. J., b, c

	Signalman McConnell, A. H., b

	Signalman McCool, E. J., b, c

	Sergeant McCord, C. C., b, c

	Signalman McCord, C. W., b. c.

	Sergeant McCutcheon, R. B. W., b, c

	Signalman Macdonald, A. S., a

	Signalman McDonald, G. D., b, c

	Signalman Macdonald, J. A., b, c

	Signalman MacDonald, P. G., b, c



	Corporal MacDonald, R., b, c

	Lance-Sergeant MacDonald, R. A., a, b, c

	Signalman McFadden, W. L., b, c

	Signalman McFarlane, J. C., b

	Signalman MacGillivray, K., b, c

	Signalman McGinn, J. R., b, c

	Signalman McGrath, N., a†

	Lance-Corporal McGregor, J. G., a

	Signalman MacGregor, R. M., a

	Signalman McGuinness, J., b, c

	Signalman McHenry, W. A. A., a

	Signalman Mclndoe, C. A., b

	Signalman Mclntyre, W. B., b, c

	Signalman Mclvor, A. J., b, c

	Signalman McKay, A. C., b, c

	Corporal McKay, M. D., b, c

	Signalman McKeay, J. M., b, c

	Corporal McKenzie, C. B., b

	Signalman McKenzie, D., a, b, c

	Sergeant McKenzie, R. W., a, b, c

	Signalman McKernan, R. B., b

	Signalman McKersey, C. N., b, c

	Signalman McKibbin, G. R. J., b, c

	Signalman Macnie, D. S., a, b, c

	Signalman McKinley, R. J., b, c

	Lance-Corporal McKinstrie, W. W., a, b,

	Signalman Mackintosh, K. W., b, c

	Lance-Corporal MacLachlan, L. D., b, c

	Signalman McLauchlan, S. W.. a, b, c

	Signalman McLeod, A. W. C, a, b, c

	Signalman McLeod, J. R., b, c

	Signalman McMillan, C, a, b, c

	Signalman McMillan I. H., b

	Corporal McNabb, R., b

	Sergeant McNaughton, A. J., a, b, c

	WOII McNaughton, N. E. B., a, b, c

	Signalman MacPherson, H. R., b

	Signalman McPherson, I. D., b, c

	Signalman McShane, W., a

	Signalman Manley, T. C., a, b, c

	Sergeant Marriott, E. C., b, c

	Signalman Marsh, O. T. S., b

	Signalman Marshall, A. S., a

	Signalman Martensen, G. L., b

	Lance-Corporal Maskell, R., b

	Corporal Mason, T. S., b

	Signalman Massey, C. W., b, c

	Signalman Masters, L., a, b, c

	Signalman Mathewson, R. C., b, c

	Signalman Matthews, A. J., b

	Signalman Matthews, J. E., a

	Corporal Mawby, J. D. E., b, c

	Signalman Maxwell, O. R., a, b, c

	Signalman Meers, L., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Mehalski, A. R., b, c

	Corporal Mehalski, J. L., b, c

	Signalman Michael, R. W., a

	Signalman Miles, S. W., b

	Signalman Miller, A., b, c

	Signalman Miller, L., b

	Signalman Milne, D. M., b, c

	Signalman Milne, V. S., b

	Signalman Milner, L. 0., b, c

	Signalman Mingins, H. H., b, c

	Signalman Mitten, M. D. C, a

	Corporal Molloy, F. W., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Monro, D. B., b, c

	Signalman Montaperto, V., b, c

	Signalman Moore, L. E., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Moore, R. F., b, c

	Signalman Moore, S. M., b

	Signalman Moore, T. T., a, b

	Signalman Moran, L. M., b, c

	Signalman Morris, R. E., b, c

	Signalman Morrison, K. G., b, c

	Signalman Morrison T. R., b, c

	Signalman Morse, B. E., b

	Signalman Moss, J. R., b, c

	Signalman Motion, R., b, c

	Lance-Sergeant Mowatt, W. J., b, c

	Signalman Mowbray, j. R., b, c

	Signalman Moyle, W. F., b

	Signalman Muir, C. A., b, c

	Signalman Munro, A. C. b, c

	Signalman Munro, C. A. S., a

	Signalman Munro, D. P. J., b, c

	Signalman Murphy, G., a, b c

	Captain Murphy, T. R., a, b, c

	Captain Murray, C. G., a

	Signalman Murray, R. W. N., a, b, c

	Signalman Murrell, I. R., a

	Signalman Mutch, J. G., b

	Lance-Corporal Narby, A. P. S., a, b, c

	Signalman Neame, S. W., a, b, c

	Signalman Nelson, D. E., b, c

	Signalman Newby, C. W., b, c

	Signalman Newell, E. H., b

	Signalman Newell, H. B., a, b, c

	Signalman Newton, M. H., b, c

	Staff-Sergeant Nicol, F. R., b, c

	Signalman Nicholas, M. J., b, c

	Signalman Nicholls, F., b

	Lance-Corporal Nicolls, A. G., b

	Signalman Nizich, A., b, c

	Signalman Norris, F. P., b, c

	Signalman North, F. 0., b

	Signalman Noyer, E. F., b, c

	Signalman Nutt, J. E., b

	Signalman O'Brien, J. S., b, c

	Signalman Lance-Corporal O'Connell, T. J., a, b, c

	Signalman O'Connor, A. W., b

	Signalman O'Connor, D. J., b

	Signalman O'Donnell, R. H. McC, b

	Signalman Ogilvie, L. B., a

	Signalman Ogston, 0. W., b, c

	Lieutenant O'Hara, G. C., b, c

	Corporal Oldham, A. C., b, c

	Sergeant O'Leary, D. E., b

	Sergeant Oliver, J. H. N., a, b, c

	Signalman Olsen, A. E., a, b, c

	WOII Orme, R. C., a, b, c

	Lance-Corporal Orsulich, W. M. F., a, b, c

	Corporal Osborn, A. G., b, c

	Signalman O'Sullivan, D. H. H., a, b

	Signalman Owen, J. A., b, c

	Signalman Owen, R. M., b

	Signalman Owens, C. G., b, c

	Signalman Palmer, A. N., b, c

	Signalman Palmer, B. C., b, c

	Captain Park, L. G., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Parker, E. T., b

	Captain Parkhouse. G. M., a, b, c

	Signalman Parry, H. J., b

	Signalman Partington, D. M., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Patchett, G., a, b, c

	Corporal Paton, A., a

	Lance-Corporal Patterson, C. M., b, c

	Signalman Pay, J. A. N., a

	Signalman Payne, J. A., b

	Signalman Payne, P., b

	Signalman Pearson, O. E., a, b, c

	Signalman Peebles, D. C., b, c

	Signalman Pegley, E. W., b, c

	Signalman Perfect, S. E., b, c

	Signalman Person, L. F. V., b

	Signalman Pettigrew, A. J., b



	Signalman Phelps, N. W. B., b

	Corporal Philip, T. H., b

	Signalman Phillips, N. V., a, b, c

	Signalman Phillips, P. W., b

	Signalman Pickering, W., b, c

	Signalman Piesse, G. E., b, c

	Signalman Pimm, L. H., a

	Signalman Pimm, R. G., b

	Lance-Corporal Pinny, H. G., a, b, c

	Signalman Pitcon, A. E., b, c

	Signalman Plaw, H. J., b

	Signalman Pleydell, W. M., b, c

	Signalman Plummer, D. E. b, c

	Pohl, E., b, c

	Signalman Polglase, A., b, c

	Signalman Pope, J. R. K., a

	Signalman Powley, A. K. D., b, c

	Lieutenant Pratt, B. J. R. F., b, c

	Signalman Price, A. W., b

	Signalman Prince, A. L. S., b

	Corporal Pringle, M. A., a, b, c

	Signalman Pruden, H. C. L., b

	Signalman Pulley, G. W., b

	Corporal Purdy, R. R., b, c

	Signalman Quirk, F. J., a, b, c

	Signalman Ralfe, P. B., b, c

	Sergeant Ralph, P. G., b

	Corporal Jones, W. D., a

	Corporal Rambaud, W. F., b, c

	Signalman Randle, D. G. S., a, b, c

	Corporal Ransom, F. P. A. J., b

	Sergeant Rasmussen, J. J., b

	Corporal Rayner, F. P., b

	Signalman Raynes, C. B., b

	Signalman Rea, M. S., b, c

	Signalman Reader, R., b, c

	Signalman Reardon, G. F. H., b. c

	Signalman Reddaway, J. H. D., b

	Signalman Regan, F. A., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Reid, C. L., b, c

	Signalman Reid, J. G., a, b

	Signalman Reid, J. G., a, b, c

	Signalman Reilly, G. T., a, b

	Sergeant Reiman, J. W., b

	Signalman Reynolds, A. G., a

	Signalman Reynolds, C. R., b

	Corporal Rhodes, W. A., b

	Signalman Richards, C. L., b, c

	Signalman Richards, J. M., b, c

	Signalman Richardson, A. E., b, c

	Signalman Riddington, J., a, b, c

	Signalman Ridling, N. G., a, b, c

	Signalman Rivers, R. W., a, b, c

	Signalman Roach, J. A., b, c

	Signalman Roach, J. R., b, c

	Signalman Roach, J. R., b

	Signalman Robertson, J. T., b

	Corporal Robertson, R. H., b

	Signalman Robinson, A. H., b

	Lance-Corporal Robinson, E. M., b, c

	Signalman Robinson, F. J., b

	Signalman Robinson, K. M., b, c

	Corporal Robinson, M. S., b

	Signalman Robinson, S. D., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Rogers, A. W., a, b, c

	Signalman Rogers, W. G. H., b, c

	Signalman Roke, M. A., b. c

	Signalman Roper, J. B., b, c

	WOII Rose. W. C., a, b, c

	Signalman Rowe, A. W., b

	Signalman Rowe, H. J., a

	Signalman Royfee, C. W. J., b, c

	Signalman Rugg, V. W., b, c

	Signalman Russell, I. S., b, c

	Signalman Russell, R. J., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Ruthven, A. B., a, b, c

	Lance-Corporal Ryburn, S. McN., b, c

	Signalman Sage, N. J., a, b

	Signalman Salisbury, E. D., b, c

	Signalman Sanderson, J. D., b, c

	Signalman Sanderson, J. E. A., a

	Sergeant Satherley, G., b

	Signalman Sayer, J. A., b, c

	Signalman Sayers, R., a, b, c

	Signalman Saunders, G. E., b, c

	Staff-Sergeant Scarf, T. G., a

	Corporal Schofield, K. V., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Schulze, C. B., b

	Signalman Scott, E. R. G., b

	Signalman Scott, G. W. R., b

	Signalman Scott, K. G., b, c

	Signalman Scott, P. C., b

	Lance-Corporal Scott, T. D., b, c

	Signalman Scullin, R. J., b, c

	Signalman Scully, P., b, c

	Signalman Searle, R. J., b, c

	Signalman Seaton, S. N., b, c

	Signalman Shanly, J. J., a

	Signalman Shears, L. A., a, b, c

	Second-Lieutenant Sidey, T. K. S., a

	Signalman Silcock, J. J., b

	Lieutenant Simpson, B. T., a, b, c

	Signalman Sinclair, F. T., b, c

	Signalman Skinner, G. B., bf

	Signalman Slater, S. G. B., b

	Signalman Small, H. E. G., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Smith. D. G., b, c

	Sergeant Smith, D. G. McL., a

	Signalman Smith, F., b, c

	Signalman Smith, F. B., b, c

	Signalman Smith, J., b

	Staff-Sergeant Smith, K. G., a, b, c

	Signalman Smith, L., b, c

	Signalman Smith, L. V., b, c

	Signalman Smith, M., b

	Lance-Corporal Smith, N. E., b. c

	Signalman Smith, R., b, c

	Signalman Smith, R. 0., b, c

	Signalman Smith, S. B., b, c

	Signalman Smith, W. D., b

	Lance-Corporal Smitli, W. H. B., a

	Signalman Smyth, J., b, c

	Signalman Smythe, G. H. A., b, c

	Signalman Snook, M. E., b

	Captain South, R. M., b, c

	Signalman Southee, R. A., b

	Southward, W., a

	Signalman Sparnon, B. D., b, c

	Signalman Spencer, E. F., a, b, c

	Signalman Spencer, H., b

	Lance-Corporal Spragg, K. W. H.. b, e

	Sergeant Stamp, F. R., a, b, c

	Lance-Corporal Stead, J. A., b, c

	Signalman Steel, T. A., b

	Signalman Steele, M. R., a, b, c

	Signalman Stephens, C. A. T., b, c

	Corporal Stephens J. R., a, b, c

	Second-Lieutenant Stephens, L. C. a

	Signalman Stevens, O. J., a, b, e

	Signalman Stevenson, B. J. L., b. c

	Signalman Stewart, D., b, c

	Lieutenant Stewart, K. 0., a, b, c

	Signalman Stewart, L. C., b, c

	Corporal Stewart. N. McK., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Stewart. R. A. M., b

	Signalman Stitchbury, D. W., a. b



	Signalman Still, A. J., b, c

	Signalman Stonehouse, R. S., b

	Signalman Storkey, H. P., a, b, c

	Signalman Stowe, D. E., a

	Lance-Sergeant Strutters, G. J., b, C

	Signalman Stuart, A. G., b, c

	Signalman Styles, G. E., a, b, c

	Corporal Sullivan, E. W., b, c

	Signalman Sutherland, J. R., b, c

	Signalman Sutherland, W. D., a, b, c

	Signalman Sutton, J. B., b, c

	Signalman Taylor, J. E., b

	Signalman Taylor, J. McN., d, c

	Signalman Taylor, L. H., b, c

	Signalman Taylor, L. S., b

	Sergeant Taylor, M. F. W., b, c

	Signalman Taylor, P., b

	Signalman Templeton, R. R., b, c

	Signalman Therkleson, I. H., b

	Signalman Thessman, E. A., a, b, c

	Corporal Thomas, A. F., b

	Signalman Thomson, A. C. W., a

	Signalman Thomson, C. H., b, c

	Signalman Thomson, R. S., b, c

	Signalman Thompson, E. V., b

	Signalman Thompson, S. E., a

	Signalman Thorn, C., b, c

	Signalman Thurston, H. J. D., b, c

	Signalman Thyne, C. E., b, c

	Signalman Timblick, W. G. J., b

	Signalman Tolley, A., b, c

	Lieutenant Tolley, H. G. R., b, c

	Signalman Tolley, T. R., b, c

	Signalman Tomkinson, G. G., a, b

	Signalman Topp, A., b, c

	Signalman Treadgold, L. L., b, c

	Signalman Trebilco, L. G., a

	Signalman Tregurtha, I. C., b, c

	Lieutenant Troup, J. W. R., b

	Lance-Corporal Tucker, A., a

	Corporal Tucker, D. S., b, c

	Second-Lieutenant Tulloch. M. R., a

	Signalman Turnbull, D. F., b, c

	Signalman Turnbull. G. M., b, c

	Signalman Turner, C. D., b, c

	Corporal Turner, E. J., b, c

	Signalman Turner, E. W., b

	Signalman Twaddle, W., b, c

	Signalman Tyson, A. E., b, C

	Signalman Upton, P. B., a, b

	Corporal Vannan, J. S., b

	Lance-Sergeant Vautier, M. H., c

	Signalman Wadley, I. R., a, b, c

	Signalman Waite, J. W., a

	Signalman Walker, A. J., b

	Signalman Walker, E. J., b, c

	Signalman Walker, H. K., b

	Corporal Walker, R. B., b

	Signalman Wallace, L. C., b, c

	Signalman Walmsley, G. G., a, b, c

	Lance-Corporal Walters, R., b, c

	Signalman Walters, W., b, c

	Corporal Ward, H. P. M., a, b

	Signalman Wardrop, J. T., a, b, c

	Lance-Corporal Warne, C. A., a, b, c

	Lance-Corporal Warren, S. M. G., b, c

	Corporal Watson, L., a

	Signalman Watt, J. R., a

	Captain Watts, C. W., b, C

	Signalman Watts, G. H., b

	Signalman Watts, R. E. B., b

	Signalman Weeber, J. C. R., b, c

	Signalman Wells, F. de V., b, c

	Signalman Weston, W. G., b, c

	Signalman Whale, D. G., b, c

	Sergeant Whaley, T. J., b, c

	Lance-Corporal Wham, J. H., b, c

	Signalman Wheeler, D. L., b

	Lance-Corporal Whistler, T. L., b, c

	Lance-Sergeant White, T., a, b, c

	Signalman Whitlow, A. R., b, c

	Corporal Wickman, 0., b, c

	Corporal Wigzell, F. A., b, c

	Signalman Wigzell, P. J. A., a, b

	Corporal Wiles, A. V., b, c

	Signalman Wilkin, H. J, b, c

	Signalman Wilkins, W. D., b, c

	Signalman Willers, G. F., b, c

	Signalman Willetts, H. J., b, c

	Signalman Williams, C. J., a

	Signalman Williams, D. C. W., b, c

	Signalman Williams, E. C., a, b

	Signalman Williams, E. S., b, c

	Signalman Williams, J. L., a

	Signalman Williams, J. R., b, c

	Signalman Williams, R. L., b, c

	Signalman Wilmer, G. R., a

	Lance-Corporal Wilson, A. J., b, c

	Signalman Wilson, A. J. H., b, c

	Signalman Wilson, A. S. J., a

	Signalman Wilson, G. T., b

	Signalman Wilson, H. A. E., b

	Signalman Wilson, J., b, c

	Signalman Wilson, J. C. M., b, c

	Signalman Wilson, J. F., b

	Lance-Corporal Wilson, J. N., b, c

	Major Wilson, K. H., a, b, c

	Captain Wilton, J. A. W., a, b. c

	Signalman Winslow, A. G., b, c

	Lance-Sergeant Winter, W. B., a, b, c

	Signalman Wintero, W., b, c

	Signalman Wishart, D. H., b

	Signalman Withers, R. E., b

	Signalman Wolland, P. N., b, c

	Signalman Wood, G. M., b

	Signalman Wood, L. W., b, c

	Signalman Yates, A. V., a, b, c

	Signalman Yates, A. W., a

	Signalman Young, D. R., b, c

	Signalman Young, S. W. J., b, c


            

            


            
The complete set of unofficial histories of the Third Division, 2nd NZEF IP, is as under:—

            

              

	Artillery Units

	Engineer Units

	Divisional Headquarters, 8th Brigade Head-quarters, 14th Brigade Headquarters, and Divisional Signals

	Medical Units

	Base Units, 15th Brigade Headquarters, 1st Scots and Ruahine Battalions

	Army Service Corp Units

	Tank Squadron, Ordnance Units and Machinegun Companies

	29th Battalion

	30th Battalion

	34th Battalion

	35th Battalion

	36th Battalion

	37th Battalion
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