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Speaking ns one of ourselves and not in the editorial sense, we are hound to say that, much as we shrink from patting ourselves on the back, we have reason and to spare to feel a glow of righteous—not to say sanctimonious—satisfaction with our self-restraint and courtly hearing throughout the excitement of Capping Week, a period always vibrating with galvanic possibilities.


The students generally were what Hums would have called "unco' guid," and the Kellog Peace Pact was left simply nowhere, especially during the Capping Ceremony. Since in academic groves, as in lay walks of life, processions have ever been held responsible for much, this may in part have been due to the absence of a Capping Procession—but only in small part; nor was it that the students were intimidated with any fear of Alma Maternal abjurgation. We know that they were mainly actuated by the desire to keep faith with all who sponsored and organised the Capping Ceremony this year on the assurance that there would be no super-ebullition of. shall we say. the impetuosity of Young Men.


Tame, some thought the Ceremony, and to many it must have seemed so in contrast to the turbulence, albeit well-intentioned, of former years. But, since there seems to be no practicable via media between Gargantuan self-expression by the students and Qunker-like orderliness, may we hope that as the years pass this Ceremony will gather around it a tradition of solemnity and even a measure of grandeur, as in some other Universities?


After all, the Capping Ceremony is the one occasion when the Council, the Professorial Board, and the students are together in formal contact with the public, and for this it is surely worth while to reserve that one hour in all the year to give "the Dons on the dais serene" a break, and the public a glimpse of the potential virtue which resides in the student heart.


Our word on it, the stout men of the College will lose none of their pristine repute for spiritedness by so doing. We have not the slightest wish to walk in their midst as an apostle of gloom (even we have our moments of elation!), but by experience we are now fully convinced that the observance of a certain degree of orderliness is a sine qua non of any Capping Ceremony conducted under the aegis of the College; and we feel we are not at odds with the generality of student opinion when we lend our voice to the one and only procedure which will ensure that end.


Another thing, there is no earthly need for the sum-total of Capping Week mirth and hilarity to be diminished one jot or tittle: we even think Capping Week as a whole could do with a good deal of gingering up, and judging what the students have succeeded this year in making of a procession less Capping Week, in spite of the decimating shears clipping voraciously at their cowering incomes and chill penury looming in the middle distance, the outlook for the future is most promising. And so may we go on and on, bigger and better than ever.


* * * *



The Spirit of Unrest is abroad in the land—you may hear the beating of his wings.


In these troublous times of civil strife the general conduct of students in all their public and semi-public undertakings last term was all the more noticeable, and it was all the more commendable; and their collective achievements against the heavy odds of an inexorably pertinacious Depression are entirely to their credit.


Doubtless some carping critics may point to certain blemishes in this Joseph's Coat, but after taking thought we are not of their counsels.


Are students the world over by nature "retired as noonday dew"? No. Are they given to stark repression of youthful vim? No. Are they as a class traditional supporters of the existing order of things? No. Yet, in the recent free-for-all did they upset fruit-carts and other more ambitious vehicles? No. Did they hurl bicycles and spare parts of a wheelbarrow through windows? No. Did they cry "Scab"? A dozen more searching questions, and twice as many sturdy 
No's!


And so the Joseph's Coat barely requires patching:
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Crambe Repetita.





Dr. Leonard Cockayne.


Amongst the bright young people receiving degrees this year was one of the brightest and youngest spirits that New Zealand has ever produced. This is Dr. Leonard Cockayne (whose degrees are legion), a man who brought great honour to New Zealand by his outstanding work in the botanical world.


When one considers the honours that have been bestowed on him even in the bust few months—to mention only a few—the award of the Veitch Memorial Medal, the appointment to the International Council of Botanists, which comprises the first ten botanists of the world, the honorary degree of D.Sc., which has been bestowed on him by our own University, and realizes the number of years that he has devoted to his beloved subject of Hot any, one would tend to picture a man who had almost lost all interest in the commonplace affairs of daily life. But those of us who have been privileged to meet "The Old Doc.," as he is affectionately dubbed by some who know and love him well, are struck with his vital and stimulating enthusiasm in all lines of interest. As one of his friends has been heard to say, "He is one of the youngest people I have ever met." In spite of his age he emanates that fire which is usually found in the youth who is on the threshold of his career. As a conversationalist his company is delightful, as a scientist his capabilities are unsurpassed.


We gladly take this opportunity to offer tribute to the man who, in spite of physical handicaps, is still carrying on his remarkable work.







The Late Dr. H. T. Ferrar.


It was with deep regret, which we know is shared by the students of this College, that we learned last month of the death of Dr. Ferrar. He first came to New Zealand as a geologist in Captain Scott's first expedition to Antarctica, where he spent two years. In 1905 he was appointed to the geological section of the Survey Department of Egypt. After ten years in Egypt, where he did much valuable work, Dr. Ferrar returned to New Zealand, and was a master at Christ's College when he enlisted in the New Zealand Expeditionary Force. On his discharge from the Expeditionary Force in 1919 he joined the staff of the New Zealand Geological Survey, and the splendid services he has rendered this country are well known.


This year the New Zealand University granted him a Doctorate in Science. His passing is a great loss to the Dominion, and we sincerely sympathise with his family, and his friends in this College.







Weir House.


With eager interest we have all been watching the growth of this fine building, which will silence for ever all reference to Victoria College as a mere "Night School." She will come to her own as a "Residential College—a co-eval with the venerable Magdalen of Oxford! Weir House would doubtless have been completed ere this had not the earthquake necessitated an alteration of plans, not to mention many other difficulties that had to be contended with. At last, however, she (Weir House 
Is a "she," isn't she?) is coming up the straight in good trim, and by the beginning of next session will be ready to house a merry hive of students. How their matutinal songs will usher in the gladsome day! How their quiet studiousness in the evenings will be welcomed by the neighbouring residents! No more excuses for being late for lectures—it's only across the Park; or is that a very large excuse?
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With eager interest we have all been watching the growth of this fine building, which will silence for ever all reference to Victoria College as a mere "Night School." She will come to her own as a "Residential College—a co-eval with the venerable Magdalen of Oxford! Weir House would doubtless have been completed ere this had not the earthquake necessitated an alteration of plans, not to mention many other difficulties that had to be contended with. At last, however, she (Weir House 
Is a "she," isn't she?) is coming up the straight in good trim, and by the beginning of next session will be ready to house a merry hive of students. How their matutinal songs will usher in the gladsome day! How their quiet studiousness in the evenings will be welcomed by the neighbouring residents! No more excuses for being late for lectures—it's only across the Park; or is that a very large excuse?
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"They heard a most outrageous Dreadful yelling cry."—Spenser.


Great idea this singing! Vacuum-cleans the lungs and sends the blood galloping off on a grand tour of the alleys and byeways of the carcass—raises Cain and the roof and the spirits; lowers the death-rate (except in the kingdom of cats, where it raises the death-rate if the boot is aimed straight). It's a seven days' wonder that the Heads of Universities and Government Departments and Chain Stores don't exploit the magic power of song—not solo singing, which is merely an emergency device that should be used only to ensure an uninterrupted bath when the bathroom lock is broken. Singing in chorus is the thing! Our Mayor gets the idea—Community Singing, you know; our pacifist friends of Soviet persuasion get the idea—in their case Communistic Singing! "Tis said that on calm nights when the full moon sits lone arbitress you may hear the hallowed notes of their martyr song floating up in full-throated ecstasy from the cellars in the more select parts of the city. For the authenticity of this I cannot vouch, but moral is there.


Wouldn't it be an idea of leviathan proportions for Civil Servants to sing the "National Anthem" every morning, and then "For He's a Jolly Good Fellow" for the Honest One! I wager there'd be no dark hints of wavering loyalty after a few weeks of this treatment!


Imagine the students at the commencement of every lecture singing "The Song of Victoria College," led by their Professor! That might even lure the elusive College spirit from its lair!


Of course, to make these singing sessions a success we must know what we are singing. Now, for instance, the Haeremai Club has the idea, but its members haven't; they take a wide shot at the effect without bothering their care-free minds enough about the preliminary work. This club has—well, "done us proud" this Capping time. The Haeremai chaps represent Victoria College and its spirit to the public more definitely than any other student body and in comporting themselves like men gave us a great fillip in the eyes of the world, but oh, their singing—what a concatenation of mysterious horrors! (Hear that, ye Tuneful Nine!) They could make a splendid noise, too, but all we heard from them at. the Revue were a few melancholy wails about "beer." They didn't seem to be of one mind about that either. At the procession they burst into a City Community Sing and, howled the praises of beer again. What about something original, me lads? Beer's been done. You'd be amazed what you could do with enthusiasm, a conductor, rejuvenated singists, and something better than a nodding acquaintance with our College songs. If you haven't the pep to raise your singing to the level of your Haka you jolly well deserve to be relegated to the primitive order of bath-tub soloists!


What? You won't hear of it? Atta spirit! Can't you just see yourselves heading an optimistic reformation with your songs? Oh for the day when we'll all be able to say with good old Doc. Johnson, "Sir. we're a nest of singing birds!"


—
Clio.
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Tangleword Tales


(2) 
The Procesh.
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Once upon a time there was a person known as a professor which means a sort of teacher who makes professions of faith in all sorts of things so long as they are not things that people believe in, for a professor doesn't believe in anything except that it is a mistake to believe in anything. This professor had a class of students known as V.U.C., which stands for Very Unconscious Crowd, for the students were always so tired-out from dancing all night long that they found it hard to keep awake in class, and anyway they didn't see much use in keeping awake just to hear the professor spouting stuff that they would forget all about immediately the lecture was over. But the professor didn't mind how much they slept during lectures, for, as he put it. he was there to talk, not to teach, and they could listen if they liked, and it they didn't like they could do the other thing: and when a student asked what was the other thing the professor was very pleased to see him so interested, and said that most people were too hopelessly fetterd by the morasses of outworn traditions to be able to think up new things, and they should at least pretend to break away from traditions which were a hindrance to the progress of the race; and when the students said do you mean we should do something stark, the professor said oh, no, that would be contrary to the traditions of this College, of which the greatest is that you must attend carefully to what I say in class, or you will be sorry for it when the term results go up.


When the students got outside they took a deep breath and said, by gosh that's a good idea to do something stark; suppose we toss for it? So they hunted around the Common Room until they found the penny the Two-up Club forgot all about when the news came through that D—g. Ed—s had joined up with the S.C.M.. which is short for the Special Constable Movement, and they called out heads, and when the penny came down tails they said let's have that over again; so they had it over again until heads came up; then they said now let's think up something bright and original—something really stark. But they were so used to letting the professors do all the thinking for them that all they could think of was to have a procession, and Riske, who is very advanced, said what's wrong with a procession, anyway; the unemployed have lots of them in Russia, wherever that is, and I'll bet you a kopeck to a report from Riga that a procession is psychologically sound, even if Mr. Freud doesn't say all he knows about the subject. So they got everything ready for a procession, and by-and by the Caucus known as the Exec (short for Execrators) came along, and when they found they couldn't look at the notices except through their fingers, they yelled out: "Here, I say, what's the big idea? Do you think this in Capping Day at the Royal College of Sanitary Engineers, or the Salome Celebrations, or what And when the students said we are just: going to do something stark, the Caucus said: Sez you, but you're not going to let that menagerie loose on the poor unemployed, not in times like these, when there's violent crowds just hanging around waiting for somebody to throw dead fish and things at them to start them oft' throwing things themselves; so you'd better wash your faces and put your clothes on and buzz off home, for the procession's more than a bit off—it's absolutely right off! So the students took all their stuff back to the Hp where they got it from, for they were very obedient students, and always did what they were told when they couldn't think of anything else, and the Caucus went down town to have a drink, because if they went too sober people might mistake them for ordinary students; and by-and by along came the Mare of the city which is attached to the College, and the College Promoters said. "Hullo, old horse!" And the Mare said. "What about giving us a procession to draw the crowd?" And the Promoters said, whatever for. and the Mare said for the unemployed, of course; and the Promoters said, but the Caucus have just gone and thrown a graceful gesture to the unemployed by calling the procession off and sent it back to the tip; and the Mare said, can I believe my ears, do you want to poison the rats; good heavens, just think of it. a sublime spectacle that gladdens the hearts of millions of poor taxpayers every year and never fails to give expression to the true inward sentiments of the great soul of the Wellington public; surely you must be pulling my leg; don't you want the people to know what the University is thinking—an intellectual show like that always draws the crowd. The Promoters were very much taken aback by this, for they always did things to please somebody—even the students, but only sometimes, of course—and at last they said, all right, have your own way about it ; and to the students they said, have your own dirty way about it. and if any damage is done it can be put down to advertising, but we will set up a committee of inquiry beforehand to deal with any student who says whoopee or bites a special or can't pronounce carillon correctly at the Capping Ball. So the students went back to the tip and got their procession out, but it was a bit tip-soiled, and parts of it were missing, but as it was for a good cause nobody minded very much when they saw it was patched up with bits of string and chewing gum; at least so I've heard, for I was not there to see it myself, because there were collection boxes everywhere—that was the catch—but things were suspiciously quint at the Capping Ceremony, which means that somebody had a good time, and more than that I wouldn't like to say, although I did think of putting a moral to this story, something like if you can walk with crowds and keep your virtue; but of course the characters are not virtuous to start with, and anyway the story hasn't worked out quite right, which means that it must be a true story after all—
The End.


—
Wog.
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He. v. Her.


Is Woman on the wane? Is she about to be ousted from the field where shekels are to he won? Well, it certainly looks like it. tor the Press never lies. We and all of us have lately been reading that too many girls are employed and are purloining lucrative jobs from men; though (mark this, girls!) men make the best typists and stenogs, besides excelling in other tasks. If this goes on we'll soon be hearing that men make the best school-mistresses, and then—goodbye co-ed.! Our pulse quickened and our breath came in short, gusty gasps when we read the startling and revolutionary epigram that "the place for the woman is in the home." Inexorable truth in it. too; and we were stirred to the depths and strained to the heights when we came across the pronouncement that "thank God, the men of today have carried on their business in the past!" British pluck, that's what does it. Let us hope that the men of the past will come to the fore and return the compliment by carrying on the business of the future.


What. then, is there for the girls to do? Head a little further, and we'll see: "Let the girls stay home and be the mothers." We hadn't thought of that, but it certainly is an idea. It would be a scandalous thing to leave that sort of thing for the men. Couldn't the Debating Society do something and stage a winning debate to the effect that University Graduates make the best mothers and mothers-in-law ?


The argument that has been put forward that men would be more efficient in the positions now occupied by women (among whom efficiency is stated to be unknown) is hardly worth consideration, though we confess we can't quite get past that age-old mumbo-jumbo about the Woman and the Home; we imbibed it with our bottle in our cradle.


However, we propose to forget our cherished ideas of chivalry and have a tilt at the question from an entirely novel and impartial angle. We dare hazard a wide conjecture that at least half of the money earned or stolen by men is spent on women (God bless them!), but we most vehemently doubt whether any one in Christendom would perjure his soul by hinting that half or even a tithe of the money earned by or given to the world's women is lavished on the world's men (poor devils!). Little mathematical sagacity is required to deduce from this that women as a sex get the better half of the rills of money that trickle from the world's coffers, though the honoured office of "better half" was never intended thy men) to be other than a purely honorary position.


Yet there is a stout, unblushing paradox which says that the Woman always pays! Naturally the men are feeling a little piqued about all this, and it is small wonder that they are foaming with eagerness to enshrine in their kitchens once more "the hand that rocks the cradle." and. we might add, stirs the porridge.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




SMAD. An Organ of Student Opinion. 1932. Volume 3. Number 3.

Harangue





Harangue.


It happened a long time ago, but their fame is yet green. Away back in April, Messrs W. J. Mountjoy (not forgetting the "Junr."), Ralph Banister, I. F G. Milner, and J. G. Poison girded themselves for the fray and sallied forth from our venerable walls on a crusade to Christchurch There, with much kudos and notoriety withal they won for our College the inter-'Varsity debating contest for the Joynt Scroll, which was presented by Mr. J. W. Joynt, a former Registrar of the New Zealand University. This contest was really the 1931 session's meat, but was held out of due season, as Canterbury College was not able to arrange it last year. The subject of the debate was "That the State Should not maintain Social Services," Victoria College taking the affirmative.


The best speech of the evening was Joey Mountjoy's. and we gladly nominate him as "Senior Wrangler."


All the speakers were congratulated on their fluency, though the judges, quiet souls, lamented the absence of simplicity of expression. (We can't understand this!). Perhaps the most spectacular speech of the evening was that of Barker (A.U.C.), of Tournament boxing fame. So carried away was he by his forensic fervour that he seemed to imagine himself once more in the ring. He emphasised his convictions with some of the most eloquent gestures known to boxing science. Leading most admirably with a straight left, he followed up with a right uppereut which was most convincing. His footwork was superb, and not once was the agile fellow forced to the ropes. After a staggering battery of quick body-punches the conflict was as good as over, so with a wicked hook he clinched the argument— and the audience went down for the count.


The judges, who luckily escaped unscathed, commented very favourably on his pugilistic technique.


Doubtless our debaters would have a greater personal appeal if illustration of our speeches in this refreshingly individualistic manner were to become more general! Joey, for instance, who by the way is a great Producer, could treat his audience as an orchestra and "conduct" them with that versatility lor which he is justly celebrated, and Ralph could do some neat work with his rapier.
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A Manly Heart.


(With 
No apologies!)




Shall I. by pining in a ditch.



Die because a woman's rich.



Or shall her lucre me beguile



To yearn and languish for her pile?



This courting can be overdid.



E'en tho' she's worth a million quid,



For if her cash is not for me.



By Heck! say I, to Hell with she!





She that bears a goodly purse



Sure, for that is none the worse;



If she loves me for myself.



Well, I'll love her for her pelf.



But if she squanders all her dough



I'll pack my traps and off I'll go.



For what care I how poor she be



So long as she is not for me?



— G.T.H.
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Heard in the Common Room.


"I say. old chap, got a cigarette on your?"


"Yea, thanks, all I want is a match!"
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Capping Ceremony.


There are so many references, oblique or direct, to this Ceremony on other pages that to say anything more comes perilously close to vain repetitions such as the heathen use. Though it certainly was the quietest ceremony since the world was young, that was not on account of the Depression or "forbidding regulations in regard to public gatherings generally," but that has been said many a time and of.


Mr. P. Levi, the Chairman of the Council, opened the Ceremony before a packed house, and Professor Hunter conferred the degrees. The main address was spoken by the Mayor, who showed his usual sympathetic understanding of students and their incomprehensible hearts, and soon had them all on his side.


The undergrads. were loudly delighted to learn that the Professorial Board were the representatives of "mature and chaste wisdom," while the undergrade. (get this, lads!) represented the eternal spirit of unrest, and thereby a foundation for progress.


The Mayor hasn't forgotten that he was once an undergraduate himself; he. as much as anyone, enjoyed the unrehearsed grand climax to his anecdote about the Maori who passed through a tunnel for the first time : "when the train dashed from the darkness into the sunlight once more—"—the Mayor was saying—"Py korry, to-morrow!" roared a jubilant chorus from the left wing.


The College songs were not marvellously well sung, due perchance to the separation of the undergrads. (singing allegretto) and the Graduates (singing stately adagio) on opposite sides of the hall, with a trail connecting link of Flower Girls between.


Stray snatches of humour flecked the conferring of the degrees; while the bouquets presented to the girl graduates were ravishing and quite comme il faut, those bestowed on a few fortunate men were rather more appetising than decorative, and quite "comme il throw" to judge by their fate. With a prodigal hand (largesse, largesse!) Mr. H. J. Bishop cast the kitchen garden's best in the visor of the donor; never biff a gift horse in the mouth, Bish!


Several others received tributes that would have made any vegetarian's mouth water, while Mr. Tyer got a worn-out product of Micheliu; what a chance to "make hoopee" at the Capping Ceremony!


Whatever may be said about the general sedateness of the Ceremony, this was the best guarantee that the Ceremony will not henceforth be hurtled into the limbo of discarded rituals.







The Ball.


A long "write-up" of a Ball is usually a tissue of platitudes or a schedule of creations worn by "Store of Indies whose bright eyes," and soon—and so on.—


As for the dresses, our impression is a kaleidoscopic array of colour and Parisian splendour, but to particularise—never! As for the rest, the more enjoyable the ball the fewer details one hears, for those who have the best time say the least about it. For the information of those who weren't there, the Ball was held at the Masonic Hall; for the information of those who were there—but there was no beer, 
Ho their memories won't need jogging. Talking of beer, there was a suggestion from someone bright that an expert committee should preside over the buffet, testing all beverages with litmus paper! Gone are the days!


But for all that:, the Ball was very enjoyable. After all, it's the girls who make the show.







Undergraduates' Supper.


For some peculiar reason the Undergrads' Sup per is usually the most successful function of Capping. Extravs may vary between sensational success and the merely boring ami Capping Balls may l>t enjoyable or merely uneventful, but the Under graduates' Supper continues on its triumphant way Why this should be so is a mystery, for consider the programme—speeches, sundry items, a little dancing perhaps, and only incidentally something to eat. Whatever the reason, this year's Undergrads' Supper was even more enjoyable than its predecessors. Without exception all the speeches were much better than usual. There was a really friendly atmosphere about the whole show which helped the speakers, but in any case Messrs Arndt and P. J. Smith certainly surprised us. P. J. spoke with moving sincerity when proposing the toast of Absent Friends, and it was evident from the manner in which the chorus of the same name was sung that the right atmosphere had been created. Joey Mountjoy surprised us with an evidently intimate knowledge of his subject, "The Ladies." The speeches of Professors Gould and Cornish and of our President certainly made us realise that the life of an executive person is not a happy one, for, as Mr. von. Zedlitz pointed out, such a person must be an all-rounder. Interspersed with the flow of oratory were two excellent songs by Newton Goodson. a monologue by the indefatigable Mountjoy, and two items by Redmond Phillips. It must be admitted that "Do Something Stark" caused consternation in the camp of the Christians, but it was certainly the hit of the evening. Helen Dunn's neat reply to the toast of the Ladies closed the more important part of the evening, and the party then adjourned to Phyllis Bates's studio and an off-colour panatrope. However, even under this handicap the mad whirl continued until the last reveller wended his reluctant steps homeward via the Terrace or Wadestown or wherever 
She lived.







The Revue.


The best for many a year, with youth at the prow and pleasure at the helm. In place of the usual Extrav., wielding like a snake its slow length along, a stroke of genius decided on a Revue of three short comedies—"Dry Rot." "Souled." and "Coax and Hoax."


The last received a wonderful ovation from the audiences, and enthusiastic press appreciation. Though all three were presented under noms de plume, the press discovered in Redmond Phillips the author of "Coax and Hoax," and lauded him to the skies. Macte virtute puer! However, in spite of the lukewarm press reception of "Dry Rot," we feel that as a play it was by no means weak—it was exceedingly clever, though it was not as well acted as "Coax and Hoax," and the audience missed much of the humour through insufficiently clear enunciation by one or two of the cast. "Souled" was a masterpiece of subtle wit, and the very fact of its presentation is proof enough that a Professor is a sport.


On the following Saturday a fourth presentation of the Revue was given for the Mayor's Fund for the unemployed.


The outstanding success of the Revue was very largely flue to the tireless energy of the producers. Messrs W. J. Mountjoy, jr., D. G. Edwards, and one who, we are given to understand, preferred to hide her light under an anonymous bushel.


The way of Producers is hard.
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Enter the Harriers.


The fourteenth of April will be engraved in the annals of Victoria College—the inauguration of the Victoria University College Harrier Club. The season was officially opened on April 23rd at Karori by the President, Dr. Henning. at the residence of Mr. W. P. Shorland, vice-president, in the presence of Messrs L. C. King, C. B. Allan, and A. D. Monroe, vice-presidents. Since then the interest shown has gradually increased, and there are indications of a very successful season.


The activities have been modest, but intensive. Brooklyn and Miramar, Worser Bay and Wadestown have seen the familiar colours flitting up the hills, down the grassy vales and over stony stretches. Occasionally a faint trail gives a welcome respite, and the hounds fall into an easy walk till the scent (of afternoon tea?) dilates their nostrils and—. Club events have not eventuated owing to the recency of the foundation, but it is hoped that the near future will enable club aspirants to reveal their mettle. The syllabus for the next four runs is: Kelburn, 28th May; Seatoun, 4th June; Karori, at the invitation of the Brooklyn Club, on 11th June; and Northland on 18th June.


The club is desirous of improving its membership. To this end the following reasons are offered why you should join:—



	(1.)
	Atheletes, or those intending, should keep or get fit.


	(2.)
	Esprit corps; back up your College.


	(3.)
	The facility with which this sport is adaptable to study is well worth consideration.


	(4.)
	Physical exercise is a necessary accompaniment to an alert mind.




All interested are asked to communicate with F. B. Shorland, M.Sc.


Honours await Victoria. Numerous laurels, calling for speed, endurance and moral qualities of a high order await Wikitorian harriers. The Dome Cup. to be competed for at Hutt Park on July 2nd. is the first, followed by the Provincial Championships, the Bennett Cup Memorial road race, the Shaw Baton relay (milers required), the Vosseller Shield cross-country, and last, but not least, the Olympic of 20 miles at Trent ham. Further afield there is the Marton-Wanganui road-race and the Kennett Cup cross-country, at Christchurch.


What should be of great interest to intending harriers is the prospect of a race between Auckland University College and Victoria. It is anticipated that Auckland will visit Wellington for this specific purpose; so all have a chance to be a Victorian representative. Potential Wizard Smiths or Phar Laps come out of hiding and enter the lists.


The club is just started, and has a long way to run to build up a tradition and prestige, while the optimism and enthusiasm of members will rank Victoria College harriers along with those of Auckland. Canterbury and Otago.







Hockey.


The outstanding event of the year, as far as the Hockey Club is concerned, is the annual tournament scheduled to take place here on June the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th. Auckland. Canterbury, and Otago Universities are each sending a team of men and one of women. For some time it was very doubtful if the other colleges would be able to enter women's teams, but at present all intend to be represented. The southern people will arrive on the morning of the 2nd. So far the Aucklanders have not notified us of their arrangements, but they will probably arrive on the limited a few hours after the others. V.U.C. teams always have a rattling good time at the other Centres, so, as many as possible are asked to turn out to welcome the visitors. N.B.—Don't forget to bring your car.


With regard to billeting, everyone, whether a " hockeyite" or not, is invited to lake in a guest during the tournament. As only 70 odd billets are re quired, you are. urged to get in early to avoid the crush.


Four games will be played by the men's teams at Newtown Park on the 2nd and 3rd, and on the 4th a selected N.Z. University team will meet a Wellington Provincial eleven. The girls' programme is slightly different, as they are playing their rep. match on the 3rd and their tournament finals on the 4th. The N.Z.U. Hockey Council will meet on some day during the tournament.


Apart from sundry dinners, etc., the main social function will be the dance in the Gym. on Friday, the 3rd, this promising to be the best turn-out of the year. (And the supper! Another fruit salad, Helen—gentleman's order!)


Getting down to the main object of the tournament. it is probable that the Seddon Stick will come to Wellington, as our first eleven is in great form (I suppose that by the time this number is printed the Seniors will have had their fourth consecutive loss). As for the girls, well, you should see them f raining.


However, best of luck to both teams.


By the way (with apologies to 2YA), training for the Club is held in the Gym. every Thursday night at 8 o'clock.







Football.


The Football Club is again the biggest in the College. Fight teams have been entered in the Club Competitions, as against the seven of previous years. The new team entered is the Junior B team.


Up to date of writing neither of our Senior teams have had a win, but both hope to open their score at an early date. In defence of both teams we must state that both have been playing the leading teams in their Grades.


Our Junior A are one of our strongest team's. So far they have had only one defeat, and that by the leading team. They hope to beat this team in the second round and draw level again. We must congratulate them on their showing this season. Junior B. have not done so well, but have not been beaten by any large scores as yet. Third A are one of the leading teams in this Grade, and if they carry on playing the foot ball they are now playing they must end well up the Championship Table. Third B are not doing too well, but can be said to be enjoying their football. The Fourth A are again very good. They have had one loss, against Petone, the leading team. They should end up among the leaders of the Grade, and with a little luck may be the actual leaders. The Fourth B have won 50 per cent, of their matches to date, and look like settling down



into a good, solid team


The Club's injury list is heavy, and the Committee stresses the need of tit players being available every week, and not refusing to turn out under cover of flimsy excuses.


The new ground is ready for sowing, and will be sown in the early spring by a qualified man. The Club needs to raise a considerable sum to meet its liabilities this year, and hopes that all the members will be behind it in its financial undertakings.


The notice of Club members is drawn to two functions— the Dance to be held in July and a Smoke Concert to be held at the end of the season.


The Club will be playing Massey College at Wellington on June 8rd. and Te Ante College at Waipukurau on 20th August. All members under 21 are eligible for selection for this last match.







Tennis.


While tennis is now taking a back seat in many quarters, and tennis discussions are being cast aside to make way for such momentous subjects as when the Senior A football team will win a match, the Tennis Club is by no means asleep, and the new courts are getting quite a bit of use. The last few week-ends have seen several hardy members enjoying the rare experience of being able to seen re a court as soon as they arrive, and hold it, undisputed, for the rest of the afternoon.


It is unfortunate that the Club Championships were interrupted by Tournament and the several weeks of its preparations, and now remain unfinished. ft is hoped, however, that outstanding matches will be played-off early next season.


An encouraging improvement has been observed in the play of some of the younger members of the Club during the last season, promising well for Varsity's tennis next season. Don't be bashful about putting your name down for the Inter-Club matches; players in all grades are wanted, and women particularly. In past years the support given to these matches by the women has not been as good as it might, but it is to be hoped that their success in the University Tournament at Easter may make them a little less shy and retiring next season. The experience gained in these matches at Miramar is invaluable, and this is a necessary preliminary to Tournament representation and a New Zealand University Mine. More use could also be made of the Club ladders. Not only do the ladders provide a splendid source of match practice, but also they are the only indication the Committee has of the relative merits of players.


To descend once again to the sordid subject of money.' The next Club activity will be a bridge evening to raise a little more cash for the debt on the courts. The last Tennis Club bridge party was quite successful, in spite of the dirty weather, but this one is going to be a really bright show. So keep your eyes on the notice board and be ready to help the Club by bringing along your friends 
And their money.


Lesser known activities of the Tennis Club:


Several men have been making exceptional progress lately in wielding a broom clearing water off the courts. Mr. Hutcheson. particularly, has been getting in a considerable amount of practice, and is developing a pleasing style of unusual freedom and grace, ft is comforting to think that if the City Corporation staff unexpectedly went on strike, the University would be in a position to supply capable men to fill some of the lower but none the less important positions.







Dramatic Club,


The activities of the Dramatic Club have been necessarily restricted owing to the production of the Capping Revue, no readings being held during the past month. However, a syllabus for the year has been drawn up, and, when printed, will be distributed to the students.


The next reading will be on June 10th, and the play set: down is "Mud and Treacle," which was considered for production last year. At present the work of the new committee centres round the annual production in the city. The choice of play was made after much deliberation and consideration of the merits of other new plays, the task of selection being, a particularly difficult one. This year the Dramatic Club will present "Mr. Faintheart," a romantic comedy by Ian Hay. This presentation should prove very popular with the Wellington and student public, as Ian Hay's work in the field of dramatic comedy is very favourably known. The production of the play is in the extremely able hands of Miss Mary Cooley, whose talents in this direction need no introduction to the play-reading public.







Free Discussions Club.


A certain amount of interest was aroused among students last term by the abandonment at a day's notice of a Free Discussions Club meeting, advertised for the 14th April, which was to have taken the form of a debate on the subject, "That Communism would give a better social order." This action was the result of a letter from the Chairman of the Professorial Hoard cancelling the permission already given to the Club to use one of the rooms in the College, unless he was assured that one of the speakers at the meeting would not be allowed to speak. The meeting for the 1Mb was accordingly abandoned. Since this action of the Hoard's raised a question of principle affecting the future activities of the Club, a letter was addressed to the Chairman inquiring under what circumstances the Hoard would be likely to refuse the Club the use of a room. Were any subjects proscribed, or any classes of individuals? Owing to the uncertainty of our position with regard to choice of subjects and speakers, it was decided to suspend future meetings of the Club until more definite information was to hand. Towards the end of the term a reply was received which defined the position of the Club. No topic which was a subject of real human interest would be proscribed, but the Hoard wished the list of outside speakers at. any College or Society to be first submitted to it and approved.


Meetings of the Free Discussions Club will be held weekly throughout the Second Term, in order to make up for the suspension of meetings during the first term. By the time "Smad" is published, members of the Club will have had the pleasure of hearing Major Pharazyn speak on "Soviet Russia." This will be followed the next week by a discussion on the "Value of Christianity" by Messrs Hurley and Riske, and in the third week Mr. R. J. Reardon will speak on "Ireland and De Valera." Other meetings in the near future will be Dr. T. I,. G. Sutherland on "The Latest from Russia," and Dr. Henning on "Do we need a Censorship?"


Members of the Club and others are again reminded that the Club purchases and places in the Library several periodicals dealing with current events, namely. "The Adelphi," "Harper's Magazine." "The Hibbert Journal," "New Republic," and "New Statesman and Nation."







Heard after a Psych. Lecture.


"You Kant do that!"


"I Wundt if I could!










Literary Society.


On Tuesday, April 26th, the Literary Society was entertained by Mr. J. R. Elliott's amusing paper on the highly controversial theme of "Detective Fiction." This popular subject brought a large audience to listen to Mr. Elliott's eloquent defence of a foully slandered branch of literature, which, he said, had committed the unpardonable sin of being popular. So spurned was it by the intellectuals that many who wished to enjoy this harmless recreation and yet retain their rank above the Philistines were forced to read shamefully by stealth, and when caught, were as guilty as if they had been "found playing marbles on Lambton Quay."


Mr Elliott set out to prove that detective fiction was "not a modern mushroom but a pedigree plant," and to this end read examples from the classics where the "punishment was made to fit the crime." Apparently he often relieves the tedium of Latin proses with the adventures of Sherlock Holmes and Father Brown, hence his fine enthusiasm for this, the truest form of story-telling. What, he asks, would the Saga writers have thought of Mr. "Forsyte? Who cares what happens to Tom in the "Mill on the Floss," so long as it happens quickly?


For detective novels fulfil the first essential of a novel—they tell a story. They provide us by proxy, with experiences which never would occur in fact, satisfy our love of the chase, and supply adventure in its most attractive form. Besides this emotional appeal there is the in is textual one. They add to the age-old blood and thunder a problem to solve; one character at least, must be clever enough to contort with ourselves; there are usually two clever characters—the criminal and the detective.


Report can give no impression of the charm of this paper—the most witty and amusing the Society has ever listened to. Its only fault was that it was read so quickly that many points were lost while one was chuckling over the last. The feast of good things was too good—there was no pause for audience-reaction.


Our Chairman enlightened the discussion which followed by attacking, with his customary energy, the whole tribe of detective writers. be illustrated his remarks with the sad story of how he was led, one wet afternoon, to part with six shillings for "It Walks by Night." Poor Mr. Reardon is still lamenting.


Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, May 31st, when Mr. C. G. Watson will speak on "Anti-Religious Poetry." Christian Union and others invited.







Relief of Distress.


Despite all the efforts to alleviate the distress of unemployment, there are still numerous cases of families in the city, where existence is maintained only on a starvation level.


There are several cases known to members of the S.C.M. where relief in the form of foodstuffs and clothes is urgently required. We therefore offer the Students the opportunity to assist either by contributions of money, goods, or services. A regular weekly contribution, however small, is the best method of assistance. It is intended that the assistance be given personally, so that students themselves may ascertain the extent of the need.


If further information is desired, please communicate with Misses Joyce Sewell, Phyllis Linton, or Messrs E. B. Davies, C. I. L. Dixon, or the undersigned, or any member of the Executive.





A. Eaton Hurley.

President, S.C.M.








Executive Letter.


Dear "Smad,"—


I wish to report to the students through your columns the following matters:—



	(1.)
	There have been no new appointments to the Executive.


	(2.)
	The following have been appointed to the committee of "Spike": Sub-Editors. Miss I. Cornea and Mr. H. C. Read; Sports Editor. Mr. J. A. Carrad.


	(3.)
	The Editor of "Spike" has been authorised to offer two prizes of £1 1s. each for the best prose article or sketch submitted


	(4.)
	On Saturday, May 7th. a benefit performance of the. 1932 Capping Revue was given in the Town Hall, and as a result the Mayor's Unemployment Relief Fund will benefit to the extent of approximately £30.


	(5.)
	A grant of £1 10s. has been made to the Basketball Club.


	(6.)
	Mr. W. P. Rollings has been appointed Student Representative on the Weir House Furnishing Committee.


	(7.)
	The Executive is considering the revision and consolidation of the Constitution of the Students' Association. Any student having any ideas is asked to communicate them to Mr. C. S Plank. Especially is this asked concerning the qualification for membership of the Students' Association, because members of the Professorial Hoard have recommended that membership should be restricted to those students who are actually attending lectures.


	(8.)
	The Library has been kept open three evenings a week during the vacation, but practically no students have availed themselves of this facility provided for them.


	(9.)
	At a meeting of the Executive on Monday, May 9th, the Chairman and two other members of the Professorial Board were present. It was agreed that a recommendation be made to the Professorial Board that it would be an offence to bring liquor into the College grounds during dances and other College functions, and that any student violating this rule should be reported to the Professorial Board.






Yours truly,


Julia M. Dunn,

Hon. Secretary,
V.U.C.S.A.








Sidelights on the Great.



	
Scene: Karori Park. Saturday afternoon.

	
Dramatis Personae: George Simpson, of Hockey fame; Lady Hockey fan; Sinbad, her fluffy Dog.



Sinbad, tiring of watching the game from the sideline, dashes on to the field. His mistress cries excitedly: "Sinbad, Sinbad, come here!"


George Simpson detaches himself from the match and canters up with an eager look: "Did you want me?"


It's always delightful to know the pet names of our famous men—it gives that human touch.


It is not known whether she said "Sailor boy, go hang!"
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Enter the Harriers.


The fourteenth of April will be engraved in the annals of Victoria College—the inauguration of the Victoria University College Harrier Club. The season was officially opened on April 23rd at Karori by the President, Dr. Henning. at the residence of Mr. W. P. Shorland, vice-president, in the presence of Messrs L. C. King, C. B. Allan, and A. D. Monroe, vice-presidents. Since then the interest shown has gradually increased, and there are indications of a very successful season.


The activities have been modest, but intensive. Brooklyn and Miramar, Worser Bay and Wadestown have seen the familiar colours flitting up the hills, down the grassy vales and over stony stretches. Occasionally a faint trail gives a welcome respite, and the hounds fall into an easy walk till the scent (of afternoon tea?) dilates their nostrils and—. Club events have not eventuated owing to the recency of the foundation, but it is hoped that the near future will enable club aspirants to reveal their mettle. The syllabus for the next four runs is: Kelburn, 28th May; Seatoun, 4th June; Karori, at the invitation of the Brooklyn Club, on 11th June; and Northland on 18th June.


The club is desirous of improving its membership. To this end the following reasons are offered why you should join:—



	(1.)
	Atheletes, or those intending, should keep or get fit.


	(2.)
	Esprit corps; back up your College.


	(3.)
	The facility with which this sport is adaptable to study is well worth consideration.


	(4.)
	Physical exercise is a necessary accompaniment to an alert mind.




All interested are asked to communicate with F. B. Shorland, M.Sc.


Honours await Victoria. Numerous laurels, calling for speed, endurance and moral qualities of a high order await Wikitorian harriers. The Dome Cup. to be competed for at Hutt Park on July 2nd. is the first, followed by the Provincial Championships, the Bennett Cup Memorial road race, the Shaw Baton relay (milers required), the Vosseller Shield cross-country, and last, but not least, the Olympic of 20 miles at Trent ham. Further afield there is the Marton-Wanganui road-race and the Kennett Cup cross-country, at Christchurch.


What should be of great interest to intending harriers is the prospect of a race between Auckland University College and Victoria. It is anticipated that Auckland will visit Wellington for this specific purpose; so all have a chance to be a Victorian representative. Potential Wizard Smiths or Phar Laps come out of hiding and enter the lists.


The club is just started, and has a long way to run to build up a tradition and prestige, while the optimism and enthusiasm of members will rank Victoria College harriers along with those of Auckland. Canterbury and Otago.
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Hockey





Hockey.


The outstanding event of the year, as far as the Hockey Club is concerned, is the annual tournament scheduled to take place here on June the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th. Auckland. Canterbury, and Otago Universities are each sending a team of men and one of women. For some time it was very doubtful if the other colleges would be able to enter women's teams, but at present all intend to be represented. The southern people will arrive on the morning of the 2nd. So far the Aucklanders have not notified us of their arrangements, but they will probably arrive on the limited a few hours after the others. V.U.C. teams always have a rattling good time at the other Centres, so, as many as possible are asked to turn out to welcome the visitors. N.B.—Don't forget to bring your car.


With regard to billeting, everyone, whether a " hockeyite" or not, is invited to lake in a guest during the tournament. As only 70 odd billets are re quired, you are. urged to get in early to avoid the crush.


Four games will be played by the men's teams at Newtown Park on the 2nd and 3rd, and on the 4th a selected N.Z. University team will meet a Wellington Provincial eleven. The girls' programme is slightly different, as they are playing their rep. match on the 3rd and their tournament finals on the 4th. The N.Z.U. Hockey Council will meet on some day during the tournament.


Apart from sundry dinners, etc., the main social function will be the dance in the Gym. on Friday, the 3rd, this promising to be the best turn-out of the year. (And the supper! Another fruit salad, Helen—gentleman's order!)


Getting down to the main object of the tournament. it is probable that the Seddon Stick will come to Wellington, as our first eleven is in great form (I suppose that by the time this number is printed the Seniors will have had their fourth consecutive loss). As for the girls, well, you should see them f raining.


However, best of luck to both teams.


By the way (with apologies to 2YA), training for the Club is held in the Gym. every Thursday night at 8 o'clock.
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Football





Football.


The Football Club is again the biggest in the College. Fight teams have been entered in the Club Competitions, as against the seven of previous years. The new team entered is the Junior B team.


Up to date of writing neither of our Senior teams have had a win, but both hope to open their score at an early date. In defence of both teams we must state that both have been playing the leading teams in their Grades.


Our Junior A are one of our strongest team's. So far they have had only one defeat, and that by the leading team. They hope to beat this team in the second round and draw level again. We must congratulate them on their showing this season. Junior B. have not done so well, but have not been beaten by any large scores as yet. Third A are one of the leading teams in this Grade, and if they carry on playing the foot ball they are now playing they must end well up the Championship Table. Third B are not doing too well, but can be said to be enjoying their football. The Fourth A are again very good. They have had one loss, against Petone, the leading team. They should end up among the leaders of the Grade, and with a little luck may be the actual leaders. The Fourth B have won 50 per cent, of their matches to date, and look like settling down



into a good, solid team


The Club's injury list is heavy, and the Committee stresses the need of tit players being available every week, and not refusing to turn out under cover of flimsy excuses.


The new ground is ready for sowing, and will be sown in the early spring by a qualified man. The Club needs to raise a considerable sum to meet its liabilities this year, and hopes that all the members will be behind it in its financial undertakings.


The notice of Club members is drawn to two functions— the Dance to be held in July and a Smoke Concert to be held at the end of the season.


The Club will be playing Massey College at Wellington on June 8rd. and Te Ante College at Waipukurau on 20th August. All members under 21 are eligible for selection for this last match.
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Tennis





Tennis.


While tennis is now taking a back seat in many quarters, and tennis discussions are being cast aside to make way for such momentous subjects as when the Senior A football team will win a match, the Tennis Club is by no means asleep, and the new courts are getting quite a bit of use. The last few week-ends have seen several hardy members enjoying the rare experience of being able to seen re a court as soon as they arrive, and hold it, undisputed, for the rest of the afternoon.


It is unfortunate that the Club Championships were interrupted by Tournament and the several weeks of its preparations, and now remain unfinished. ft is hoped, however, that outstanding matches will be played-off early next season.


An encouraging improvement has been observed in the play of some of the younger members of the Club during the last season, promising well for Varsity's tennis next season. Don't be bashful about putting your name down for the Inter-Club matches; players in all grades are wanted, and women particularly. In past years the support given to these matches by the women has not been as good as it might, but it is to be hoped that their success in the University Tournament at Easter may make them a little less shy and retiring next season. The experience gained in these matches at Miramar is invaluable, and this is a necessary preliminary to Tournament representation and a New Zealand University Mine. More use could also be made of the Club ladders. Not only do the ladders provide a splendid source of match practice, but also they are the only indication the Committee has of the relative merits of players.


To descend once again to the sordid subject of money.' The next Club activity will be a bridge evening to raise a little more cash for the debt on the courts. The last Tennis Club bridge party was quite successful, in spite of the dirty weather, but this one is going to be a really bright show. So keep your eyes on the notice board and be ready to help the Club by bringing along your friends 
And their money.


Lesser known activities of the Tennis Club:


Several men have been making exceptional progress lately in wielding a broom clearing water off the courts. Mr. Hutcheson. particularly, has been getting in a considerable amount of practice, and is developing a pleasing style of unusual freedom and grace, ft is comforting to think that if the City Corporation staff unexpectedly went on strike, the University would be in a position to supply capable men to fill some of the lower but none the less important positions.
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Dramatic Club





Dramatic Club,


The activities of the Dramatic Club have been necessarily restricted owing to the production of the Capping Revue, no readings being held during the past month. However, a syllabus for the year has been drawn up, and, when printed, will be distributed to the students.


The next reading will be on June 10th, and the play set: down is "Mud and Treacle," which was considered for production last year. At present the work of the new committee centres round the annual production in the city. The choice of play was made after much deliberation and consideration of the merits of other new plays, the task of selection being, a particularly difficult one. This year the Dramatic Club will present "Mr. Faintheart," a romantic comedy by Ian Hay. This presentation should prove very popular with the Wellington and student public, as Ian Hay's work in the field of dramatic comedy is very favourably known. The production of the play is in the extremely able hands of Miss Mary Cooley, whose talents in this direction need no introduction to the play-reading public.
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Free Discussions Club





Free Discussions Club.


A certain amount of interest was aroused among students last term by the abandonment at a day's notice of a Free Discussions Club meeting, advertised for the 14th April, which was to have taken the form of a debate on the subject, "That Communism would give a better social order." This action was the result of a letter from the Chairman of the Professorial Hoard cancelling the permission already given to the Club to use one of the rooms in the College, unless he was assured that one of the speakers at the meeting would not be allowed to speak. The meeting for the 1Mb was accordingly abandoned. Since this action of the Hoard's raised a question of principle affecting the future activities of the Club, a letter was addressed to the Chairman inquiring under what circumstances the Hoard would be likely to refuse the Club the use of a room. Were any subjects proscribed, or any classes of individuals? Owing to the uncertainty of our position with regard to choice of subjects and speakers, it was decided to suspend future meetings of the Club until more definite information was to hand. Towards the end of the term a reply was received which defined the position of the Club. No topic which was a subject of real human interest would be proscribed, but the Hoard wished the list of outside speakers at. any College or Society to be first submitted to it and approved.


Meetings of the Free Discussions Club will be held weekly throughout the Second Term, in order to make up for the suspension of meetings during the first term. By the time "Smad" is published, members of the Club will have had the pleasure of hearing Major Pharazyn speak on "Soviet Russia." This will be followed the next week by a discussion on the "Value of Christianity" by Messrs Hurley and Riske, and in the third week Mr. R. J. Reardon will speak on "Ireland and De Valera." Other meetings in the near future will be Dr. T. I,. G. Sutherland on "The Latest from Russia," and Dr. Henning on "Do we need a Censorship?"


Members of the Club and others are again reminded that the Club purchases and places in the Library several periodicals dealing with current events, namely. "The Adelphi," "Harper's Magazine." "The Hibbert Journal," "New Republic," and "New Statesman and Nation."
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Heard after a Psych. Lecture





Heard after a Psych. Lecture.


"You Kant do that!"


"I Wundt if I could!
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Literary Society







Literary Society.


On Tuesday, April 26th, the Literary Society was entertained by Mr. J. R. Elliott's amusing paper on the highly controversial theme of "Detective Fiction." This popular subject brought a large audience to listen to Mr. Elliott's eloquent defence of a foully slandered branch of literature, which, he said, had committed the unpardonable sin of being popular. So spurned was it by the intellectuals that many who wished to enjoy this harmless recreation and yet retain their rank above the Philistines were forced to read shamefully by stealth, and when caught, were as guilty as if they had been "found playing marbles on Lambton Quay."


Mr Elliott set out to prove that detective fiction was "not a modern mushroom but a pedigree plant," and to this end read examples from the classics where the "punishment was made to fit the crime." Apparently he often relieves the tedium of Latin proses with the adventures of Sherlock Holmes and Father Brown, hence his fine enthusiasm for this, the truest form of story-telling. What, he asks, would the Saga writers have thought of Mr. "Forsyte? Who cares what happens to Tom in the "Mill on the Floss," so long as it happens quickly?


For detective novels fulfil the first essential of a novel—they tell a story. They provide us by proxy, with experiences which never would occur in fact, satisfy our love of the chase, and supply adventure in its most attractive form. Besides this emotional appeal there is the in is textual one. They add to the age-old blood and thunder a problem to solve; one character at least, must be clever enough to contort with ourselves; there are usually two clever characters—the criminal and the detective.


Report can give no impression of the charm of this paper—the most witty and amusing the Society has ever listened to. Its only fault was that it was read so quickly that many points were lost while one was chuckling over the last. The feast of good things was too good—there was no pause for audience-reaction.


Our Chairman enlightened the discussion which followed by attacking, with his customary energy, the whole tribe of detective writers. be illustrated his remarks with the sad story of how he was led, one wet afternoon, to part with six shillings for "It Walks by Night." Poor Mr. Reardon is still lamenting.


Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, May 31st, when Mr. C. G. Watson will speak on "Anti-Religious Poetry." Christian Union and others invited.
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Relief of Distress





Relief of Distress.


Despite all the efforts to alleviate the distress of unemployment, there are still numerous cases of families in the city, where existence is maintained only on a starvation level.


There are several cases known to members of the S.C.M. where relief in the form of foodstuffs and clothes is urgently required. We therefore offer the Students the opportunity to assist either by contributions of money, goods, or services. A regular weekly contribution, however small, is the best method of assistance. It is intended that the assistance be given personally, so that students themselves may ascertain the extent of the need.


If further information is desired, please communicate with Misses Joyce Sewell, Phyllis Linton, or Messrs E. B. Davies, C. I. L. Dixon, or the undersigned, or any member of the Executive.





A. Eaton Hurley.

President, S.C.M.
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Executive Letter





Executive Letter.


Dear "Smad,"—


I wish to report to the students through your columns the following matters:—



	(1.)
	There have been no new appointments to the Executive.


	(2.)
	The following have been appointed to the committee of "Spike": Sub-Editors. Miss I. Cornea and Mr. H. C. Read; Sports Editor. Mr. J. A. Carrad.


	(3.)
	The Editor of "Spike" has been authorised to offer two prizes of £1 1s. each for the best prose article or sketch submitted


	(4.)
	On Saturday, May 7th. a benefit performance of the. 1932 Capping Revue was given in the Town Hall, and as a result the Mayor's Unemployment Relief Fund will benefit to the extent of approximately £30.


	(5.)
	A grant of £1 10s. has been made to the Basketball Club.


	(6.)
	Mr. W. P. Rollings has been appointed Student Representative on the Weir House Furnishing Committee.


	(7.)
	The Executive is considering the revision and consolidation of the Constitution of the Students' Association. Any student having any ideas is asked to communicate them to Mr. C. S Plank. Especially is this asked concerning the qualification for membership of the Students' Association, because members of the Professorial Hoard have recommended that membership should be restricted to those students who are actually attending lectures.


	(8.)
	The Library has been kept open three evenings a week during the vacation, but practically no students have availed themselves of this facility provided for them.


	(9.)
	At a meeting of the Executive on Monday, May 9th, the Chairman and two other members of the Professorial Board were present. It was agreed that a recommendation be made to the Professorial Board that it would be an offence to bring liquor into the College grounds during dances and other College functions, and that any student violating this rule should be reported to the Professorial Board.






Yours truly,


Julia M. Dunn,

Hon. Secretary,
V.U.C.S.A.
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Sidelights on the Great





Sidelights on the Great.



	
Scene: Karori Park. Saturday afternoon.

	
Dramatis Personae: George Simpson, of Hockey fame; Lady Hockey fan; Sinbad, her fluffy Dog.



Sinbad, tiring of watching the game from the sideline, dashes on to the field. His mistress cries excitedly: "Sinbad, Sinbad, come here!"


George Simpson detaches himself from the match and canters up with an eager look: "Did you want me?"


It's always delightful to know the pet names of our famous men—it gives that human touch.


It is not known whether she said "Sailor boy, go hang!"
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Areopagitica






Areopagitica.




Discipline is one of the ills the student flesh is heir to. St intents of this College have read with concern and doubtless a good deal of sympathy, that the editor of the Otago University "Critic" has been sent down for a year by the University Council, who considered that "some of the articles and language used were positively offensive." The "Critic" is reported to have "tinned its scorching pen" chiefly upon the decision of the Council concerning the Capping Carnival, but professors and students themselves have not escaped criticism.


At the time of going to press we have not received a copy of the "Critic," and therefore are not qualified to express any opinion from the student point of view.


One thing, however, the action of the Otago Council brings home to us with force, and there is no sense in blinking at it. is that a University is definitely not a microcosm of a democratic state. Students do not appoint those to whose discipline they are subject. Students as such have not the powers of unqualified freedom of speech and writing. Though the expression of student opinion has a certain degree of latitude, there is a "Thus far and no further shall thou go" line, the crossing of which renders students liable to be sent down. Whether we like it or not, such students are casualties rather than martyrs in a cause.


Fellow students, we do not wish to appear to sermonise—we are not in a sermonising frame of mind; but if our liberty and powers are subject to rigid limitations it is far more courageous to face the bare facts than to bury our heads ostrich-like in the sand. They order discipline much more rigorously in the Army, yet has no soldier ever forfeited his dignity or manliness by recognising that fact.


As British subjects we are members of a self-governing State, but as University Students we have contracled away part of our powers of self-government so far as they relate to academic life. This does not necessarily mean that our liberties cannot or ought not to be widened, but the realisation of any such ideal will never be accomplished by resorting to defiance: but only, if ever, by appeal to reason based on a convincing vindication of the ways of students in the eves of the authorities.


For good or ill, that is the position.







Undergrads' Supper Sparklets.


Pen. Pollings: "I looked up the volume which every student knows."


Group (in corner): "Scott v. Wat kins!"


Ralph Bannister (during gloomy prediction for benefit of cowering graduates): "What is it that every graduate must look forward to?"


Jack Coyle: "Ten acres and a cow!"


Noisy group in far corner, during Joey's long-sustained eloquence on "The Ladies": "Do you mind it we go homer"


Joey: should be charmed!"







Marriage.


Arthur Crisp to Anthea Hefford. both of this College, on May 4th. Long life and happiness, and a Diamond Wedding to crown all!
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[Areopagitica]




Discipline is one of the ills the student flesh is heir to. St intents of this College have read with concern and doubtless a good deal of sympathy, that the editor of the Otago University "Critic" has been sent down for a year by the University Council, who considered that "some of the articles and language used were positively offensive." The "Critic" is reported to have "tinned its scorching pen" chiefly upon the decision of the Council concerning the Capping Carnival, but professors and students themselves have not escaped criticism.


At the time of going to press we have not received a copy of the "Critic," and therefore are not qualified to express any opinion from the student point of view.


One thing, however, the action of the Otago Council brings home to us with force, and there is no sense in blinking at it. is that a University is definitely not a microcosm of a democratic state. Students do not appoint those to whose discipline they are subject. Students as such have not the powers of unqualified freedom of speech and writing. Though the expression of student opinion has a certain degree of latitude, there is a "Thus far and no further shall thou go" line, the crossing of which renders students liable to be sent down. Whether we like it or not, such students are casualties rather than martyrs in a cause.


Fellow students, we do not wish to appear to sermonise—we are not in a sermonising frame of mind; but if our liberty and powers are subject to rigid limitations it is far more courageous to face the bare facts than to bury our heads ostrich-like in the sand. They order discipline much more rigorously in the Army, yet has no soldier ever forfeited his dignity or manliness by recognising that fact.


As British subjects we are members of a self-governing State, but as University Students we have contracled away part of our powers of self-government so far as they relate to academic life. This does not necessarily mean that our liberties cannot or ought not to be widened, but the realisation of any such ideal will never be accomplished by resorting to defiance: but only, if ever, by appeal to reason based on a convincing vindication of the ways of students in the eves of the authorities.


For good or ill, that is the position.
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Undergrads' Supper Sparklets





Undergrads' Supper Sparklets.


Pen. Pollings: "I looked up the volume which every student knows."


Group (in corner): "Scott v. Wat kins!"


Ralph Bannister (during gloomy prediction for benefit of cowering graduates): "What is it that every graduate must look forward to?"


Jack Coyle: "Ten acres and a cow!"


Noisy group in far corner, during Joey's long-sustained eloquence on "The Ladies": "Do you mind it we go homer"


Joey: should be charmed!"
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Marriage





Marriage.


Arthur Crisp to Anthea Hefford. both of this College, on May 4th. Long life and happiness, and a Diamond Wedding to crown all!
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Tournament Eligibility




Tournament Eligibility.


The following changes in the Tournament Eligibility Pules made at the Committee meeting held at Easter, are of particular interest to Commerce students and to the older students of the College.


The age limit of thirty years has been removed, and now students of any age are eligible to represent at the Faster Tournament.


As certain subjects for the B. Com. Degree are not taught at Victoria, it has been decided to admit a student studying for this degree as eligible, provided he conforms to the following rules:—




	(a)
	He must take one or more subjects at V.U.C., the total time of which is at least two hours per week.


	(b)
	He must attend eighty per cent, of the lectures in these subjects.


	(c)
	He must attend lectures in Commerce at a coaching college of at least one hour per week.


	(d)
	He must attend at least two-thirds of the lectures mentioned in (c).


	(e)
	He must obtain from the Registrar of his College a certificate that he is a bona fide B. Com. Student.


	(f)
	He must obtain from the Registrar of his College a certificate as to his lecture qualification.


	(g)
	He must obtain from the Director of the Coaching College a certificate as to his lecture qualitication.
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The Bursar





The Bursar.




The plight of the Bursar



Gets worser and worser;



His lot is belittled,



His bursary's whittled.



His small-talk is terser,



His curses are curser.





He'd counted on Leap Year



To be quite a cheap year



With girls all about him



To pamper and shout him;



But finds it a steep year,



An ebbing, a neap year.





He thinks the Depression



In choosing this Session



To flout his position



And baulk his ambition



Showed lack of discretion



Surpassing expression.





So heigh ho! the Bursar!



The groucher the curser!



The sad dog the phut dog!



The ten-per-cent cut dog!



The one-time fat-purser,



Disgruntled disburser!
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Sayings That Don't Ring True





Sayings That Don't Ring True.


"Even a Bursar can afford it."


"Have one on me."


"See you in the Common Common Room


"Half-a-dozen 'Smads,' please."


"Good old Exec!"
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[letter to the editor]








A Question of Manners.


Dear "Smad,"


Lately I have been listening to the various burblers advancing their opinions on Student activities, and one thing amazes me extremely—this is, the conceit we students have of our importance. It must be conceit, for what else could make us consider that we have the right to disregard even the elements of good manners?


In particular, this thought was aroused by the adverse criticism of some people, many of whom one would think would be capable of taking a clearer view of affairs, on the behaviour of students at the Capping Ceremony. As we all know, it was probably the quietest public Ceremony on record, and some individuals seem to consider that this fact was a reflection on students in general—that the men have lost their kick or that they were cowed by the authorities. In reality, it was merely an exhibition of good manners; that at last we have realized that at the Capping Ceremony we are the guests of the University Council and the Professorial Board, and that the least we can do is to show our appreciation of their permission to attend one of the most important—no, 
The most important—functions in a student's career at the University, by behaving in an ordinary well-bred manner. At our own functions. the Undergraduates' Supper, for instance, we always accord our own speakers a cheerful but courteous hearing. We should not put up with a gang of rowdies interrupting in a continuously rude manner. and yet our hosts at the Capping Ceremony have tolerated our discourtesy, to themselves and to their guests, for years.


So. hearty congratulations to this year's Haeremai Club, who demonstrated so effectively that "Undergraduate" is not synonymous with "hoodlum," nor yet with "sap." The men have not lost their kick, but simply show the judgment that one has a right to expect from the University Students.



Sink Prwejudicio.







The Modern Woman!


Dear "Smad,"


What a glorious bite I got! Did you read Maid Militants martial reply (banners flying, and all that) to my sympathetic apology for the Modern Woman ?


I've been slinking about the College ever since, thinking every moment was going to be my next, expecting at every turn to meet the cohorts of Maids Militant advancing in serried array, with peerless eyes flashing and haughty cheeks full-flushed, to "dispossess the Swain!"


Do you know. I find the fact that a woman has just flown the Atlantic distinctly demoralising I certainly never intended, when championing their cause, that they should go further than puffing at a few limp tags and getting sick, or guzzling a few flagons of "distilled damnation."


Truly we men are in a sorry case, and should without delay enrol as "Specials" to defend our immemorial but apparently not inalienable rights.


With that I leave you, considerably shaken, but still



Magnanimous.






Military Matters.


Dear Smad,"


The following is an open letter to all students over the age of eighteen years and under twenty-five:—


Four years ago the greater part of "C" Company of the 1st Battalion The Wellington Regiment was comprised of students attending V.U.C'. or the Training College. In those days parades were undoubtedly irksome to a few, and to many they were inconvenient, and the prospect of an hour) and a half of "Form Fours" and marching around and around inside the Drill Hall did not appear at all alluring. A visitor to the Hall now could not but notice the change that has taken place for the better. The work done during parades is very interesting, and for most of it. a high standard of physical fitness is necessary. This is attained through the playing of Army games.


No longer is it the aim of hectoring S.M.'s to make a man feel as a microbe in the presence of the magnificent. The appearance of the soldier has been improved by the substitution of riding breeks in place of slacks, and where, before, the appearance of a Territorial was prone to provide indulgent amusement lor some, the appearance of smartly-dressed soldiers now attracts admiration.


The keynote of the present efficiency of "Drill" is that enlistment is voluntary, with the result that the men who comprise the Company are enthusiastic. The only trouble is that there are only too few trainees.


The syllabus of training contains such subjects as Lewis (run training, Mock Battles, Army Games, and Rifle Shooting (both ordinary and automatic), and is drawn up so as to provide a sound Military training which is at the same time interesting.



Are there Sufficient 
Men In V.U.C. And The Training College To Provide A Complete Company (Officers And Men)? or if there are not, are there sufficient to form a complete platoon? Here is surely a common interest for. the belligerent souls. Therefore, when this appeal meets the eyes of those interested, please pen a note giving name and address, and leave it in the rack for me. and I will see that full particulars of the service required and privileges attached thereto are forwarded.



Write Now and Restore "C" Company to its Past Splendour.





D. E. M. Thomson.

Capt. "C" Company,
1Bn. The Wellington Regiment.








Food for Thought.


Dear "Smad,"


For many years I have been inclined to the opinion that our University should give some lead to public opinion on questions of social, political columns of your small paper you have the oppor-coloumns of your small paper you have the opportunity of creating an interest on such questions, and I would consider it a considerable advance, if. instead of mere gossip and foolish innuendos with which so many occupy themselves, some of our graduates, our wits, our reformers would give a lead on such questions as are busying the minds of the thinkers of our day.



Advance.









Liquor and Varia.


Dear "Smad,"


Now that the annual miracle of Capping Week lias been performed, it might be as well to consider certain of its aspects. First, may I suggest that we follow the example of otago University and appoint a Capping Controller? He should be a good organizer, with control over the subcommittees concerned, and could have the whole tangled business straightened weeks ahead. At present the Executive has no sooner disposed of Tournament than Capping rushes in like an avenging fury, and usually causes some damage. For instance, may I enter an emphatic protest against the neat little tag affixed to every invitation ami ticket for the Capping Ball? I understand this action was taken by the Executive as a gesture to the Council that the V.U.C. students intended to see that nothing objectionable would take place at our functions. The result was a gratuitous insult to recipients of the missive, which was especially to be deplored, as such recipients were either the guests of honour or else people who had their suspicions about objectionable behaviour at the Tournament Ball, already roused by ill-advised newspaper comments (mainly from people who were nowhere mar the hall on the ceeasion, and therefore spoke from hearsay). Such an emphatic notification would confirm these suspicions. If the Council had to be re-assured surely it would have been better to give a guarantee for good behaviour at the Ball as well as at the Ceremony, and then to make an announcement to that effect at the various shows after the Revue and at the Undergrads.' Supper. Instead, our guests were bluntly told to come sober and stay sober or else stay outside.


The result may be imagined. Many people, going on the maxim, "a Country gets the laws it deserves," are fully convinced that all V.U.C. students must be a desperate set of drunkards if such stringent rules require to be imposed. Furthermore, the Capping Bail to most people was a good dance, but a wash-out as an evening's fun. This was certainly not due to the lack of liquor. As successive Undergrads Suppers have proved, we at V.U.C. can enjoy ourselves without liquor. There was liquor at the Capping Ball and none at the Undergrads.' Supper the previous night. People who were at both functions enjoyed the Undergrads Supper far more, and I am convinced the reason for the ruin of the Ball was the "one whoopee and you're drunk" attitude most people present thought the Executive took.


All the Executive intended to do was to stop objectionable behaviour, and rightly so. However. by their tactlessness they have completely alienated the sympathy of reasonable students who support their policy but certainly not the manner in which it was carried out. Such a stringent rule engendered a feeling of hostility and suspicion which was not dispelled all the long night through. Finally, according to the wording of the rule, any person who consumed liquor in or about the hall should have been expelled. I regret to say it, but many there present should have been expelled had the Exec, enforced the rule as strictly as it had been drafted, but the conduct of such persons was otherwise exemplary. Such people do not wish to break rules and are opposed to objectionable behaviour, but they consider the Exec, have made a laughingstock of themselves and of the College whose fair name they attempted to preserve.



R. J. Labkin.







The Executive Replies.


We deal seriatim with the points raised by your correspondent:—



	1.
	A miracle is generally beyond human agency, and we assure those members who did not participate in the hard work, that Capping Week is no miracle.


	2.
	Excepting that he did not bear the title Capping Controller, Mr. Perry acted in this position with conspicuous success.


	3.
	Your correspondent, who knows the full fads, seeks to discredit our policy on the "liquor question"; so we have no option but to submit the full facts.




Once or twice prior to Tournament and during the current Association year the Executive has taken action as to liquor being brought to student functions. but nothing took place that would warn us of what was to come fit Tournament.


At the Tournament Rendezvous, however, some members, not all from this College, so overstepped the bounds of propriety that stern disciplinary measures had to be taken. As host, our College has little to be proud of in the conduct of the Rendezvous, and instead of our status among the Colleges being raised, it was lowered.


The behaviour of most at the Ball was exemplary, but there, again, a few supped "not wisely but too well." Whilst not; wishing to give the impression of unbridled license, it is useless to beat about the bush and say that neither the Rev. Howie's sermon nor the remarks in the "Free Lance" were totally unjustified. Though most of the noise was due to hakas and exuberance of feelings, objectionable behaviour did take place, as was admitted in the public press by an ex-student of this College.


We knew, as will be explained later, that the Professorial Board and the College Council were taking official cognisance of complaints that had been made.


These, then, were the facts which the Executive had to face after Tournament and when Capping arrangements were in train.


As a result the Executive decided to publish the terms of a motion passed by them and distribute with every invitation and Ball ticket a slip reading:—



"
Important.


"Your attention is drawn to the following resolution which was carried 
Unanimously at a meeting of the Kxecutive of the Association on 14th April:—




"That on this occasion of the Capping Ball, as at other Students' Association functions, no intoxicating liquor may be brought to or consumed within the hall or its precincts. Any person who in the opinion of the Executive attempts to violate this rule shall be required forthwith to leave."




The strictest compliance with the foregoing rule will be an essential condition of attendance at the Ball."


This was sent to outsiders and members alike, as the bad behaviour at Tournament was caused not by members alone, and it is impossible to discriminate. The idea expressed in the motion is not new to members.


Action had to be taken in one case only, and our policy was successful, as nothing objectionable took place, which view was confirmed by the Chairman of the Professorial Board, who was at the Ball.


The attitude of the Professorial Board and College



Council is worthy of mention. Several letters had been received by them concerning misbehaviour at Tournament, and though they had contemplated shutting down the functions in the Gymnasium tor a period as a disciplinary measure and had set up a special committee to go into the whole question, yet they took no action in the matter when they were advised of the action taken by the Executive. Thus we see that as long as we govern ourselves properly the Authorities will not interfere.


At the present time, the reference to what takes place at Otago University, is to those who read the daily papers, rather unfortunate. At Dunedin. we regret to say, almost all of the Students' Capping functions have been either compulsorily abandoned or considerably curtailed.


On the other hand, we have not had any restrictions placed upon us, and, in fact, have, by giving guarantees of gentlemanly conduct, been able to have the time of our Capping Ceremony altered from an afternoon to an evening.


We submit to members that our policy has raised the status of the Association in the eyes of the Council. the Hoard, and the public generally. It is for you to say whether this policy is to be carried out in future.



The Executive.







Something for the Executive.


Dear "Smad,"—


This is not a growl, but a suggestion. As everybody knows, this Col lege is blessed with somewhat primitive provision for the development of the social side of College life, and apart from one or two diminutive Common Booms and a dog-box yclept the Common Common-room and chance meetings in draughty corridors, the students have little or no facility or getting to know who's who in the College, How many of us know all the Executive members?


I agree that it was a splendid move of the Executive Committee to provide that Executive meetings should be open to students (except when in committee), but I feel that a further valuable improvement could be effected by members of the Executive wearing a distinctive badge, as, for example, is done at Auckland and Canterbury. It would be a good idea also to put a photograph of t he Executive members on the Notice Board. These measures would greatly conduce to a closer and more effective relationship between the Executive Committee and the Student Body. As it is at present the Executive, by walking in our midst in full mufti, call to mind the bishop who used to say with modest pride that he "wore no clothes to distinguish him from his fellow-men."




Yours, etc.,


"
">Tagem."








In reference to the above letter, which was held over from last issue, we devoted a column of that issue to indicate, for the information of students, the identity habits and qualifications of members of the Executive, several of whom were new members.


The purpose was apparently not grasped by some, who seemed vaguely surprised, not only that a mere Executive should receive so much of our valuable space, but also that there was an absence of ridicule in our remarks.


We suggest that the students get to know the Executive members first, and then criticise constructively or destructively according to their lights.—ED.
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A Question of Manners.


Dear "Smad,"


Lately I have been listening to the various burblers advancing their opinions on Student activities, and one thing amazes me extremely—this is, the conceit we students have of our importance. It must be conceit, for what else could make us consider that we have the right to disregard even the elements of good manners?


In particular, this thought was aroused by the adverse criticism of some people, many of whom one would think would be capable of taking a clearer view of affairs, on the behaviour of students at the Capping Ceremony. As we all know, it was probably the quietest public Ceremony on record, and some individuals seem to consider that this fact was a reflection on students in general—that the men have lost their kick or that they were cowed by the authorities. In reality, it was merely an exhibition of good manners; that at last we have realized that at the Capping Ceremony we are the guests of the University Council and the Professorial Board, and that the least we can do is to show our appreciation of their permission to attend one of the most important—no, 
The most important—functions in a student's career at the University, by behaving in an ordinary well-bred manner. At our own functions. the Undergraduates' Supper, for instance, we always accord our own speakers a cheerful but courteous hearing. We should not put up with a gang of rowdies interrupting in a continuously rude manner. and yet our hosts at the Capping Ceremony have tolerated our discourtesy, to themselves and to their guests, for years.


So. hearty congratulations to this year's Haeremai Club, who demonstrated so effectively that "Undergraduate" is not synonymous with "hoodlum," nor yet with "sap." The men have not lost their kick, but simply show the judgment that one has a right to expect from the University Students.



Sink Prwejudicio.
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The Modern Woman!


Dear "Smad,"


What a glorious bite I got! Did you read Maid Militants martial reply (banners flying, and all that) to my sympathetic apology for the Modern Woman ?


I've been slinking about the College ever since, thinking every moment was going to be my next, expecting at every turn to meet the cohorts of Maids Militant advancing in serried array, with peerless eyes flashing and haughty cheeks full-flushed, to "dispossess the Swain!"


Do you know. I find the fact that a woman has just flown the Atlantic distinctly demoralising I certainly never intended, when championing their cause, that they should go further than puffing at a few limp tags and getting sick, or guzzling a few flagons of "distilled damnation."


Truly we men are in a sorry case, and should without delay enrol as "Specials" to defend our immemorial but apparently not inalienable rights.


With that I leave you, considerably shaken, but still



Magnanimous.
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Military Matters.


Dear Smad,"


The following is an open letter to all students over the age of eighteen years and under twenty-five:—


Four years ago the greater part of "C" Company of the 1st Battalion The Wellington Regiment was comprised of students attending V.U.C'. or the Training College. In those days parades were undoubtedly irksome to a few, and to many they were inconvenient, and the prospect of an hour) and a half of "Form Fours" and marching around and around inside the Drill Hall did not appear at all alluring. A visitor to the Hall now could not but notice the change that has taken place for the better. The work done during parades is very interesting, and for most of it. a high standard of physical fitness is necessary. This is attained through the playing of Army games.


No longer is it the aim of hectoring S.M.'s to make a man feel as a microbe in the presence of the magnificent. The appearance of the soldier has been improved by the substitution of riding breeks in place of slacks, and where, before, the appearance of a Territorial was prone to provide indulgent amusement lor some, the appearance of smartly-dressed soldiers now attracts admiration.


The keynote of the present efficiency of "Drill" is that enlistment is voluntary, with the result that the men who comprise the Company are enthusiastic. The only trouble is that there are only too few trainees.


The syllabus of training contains such subjects as Lewis (run training, Mock Battles, Army Games, and Rifle Shooting (both ordinary and automatic), and is drawn up so as to provide a sound Military training which is at the same time interesting.



Are there Sufficient 
Men In V.U.C. And The Training College To Provide A Complete Company (Officers And Men)? or if there are not, are there sufficient to form a complete platoon? Here is surely a common interest for. the belligerent souls. Therefore, when this appeal meets the eyes of those interested, please pen a note giving name and address, and leave it in the rack for me. and I will see that full particulars of the service required and privileges attached thereto are forwarded.



Write Now and Restore "C" Company to its Past Splendour.





D. E. M. Thomson.

Capt. "C" Company,
1Bn. The Wellington Regiment.
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Food for Thought.


Dear "Smad,"


For many years I have been inclined to the opinion that our University should give some lead to public opinion on questions of social, political columns of your small paper you have the oppor-coloumns of your small paper you have the opportunity of creating an interest on such questions, and I would consider it a considerable advance, if. instead of mere gossip and foolish innuendos with which so many occupy themselves, some of our graduates, our wits, our reformers would give a lead on such questions as are busying the minds of the thinkers of our day.



Advance.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




SMAD. An Organ of Student Opinion. 1932. Volume 3. Number 3.

Liquor and Varia






Liquor and Varia.


Dear "Smad,"


Now that the annual miracle of Capping Week lias been performed, it might be as well to consider certain of its aspects. First, may I suggest that we follow the example of otago University and appoint a Capping Controller? He should be a good organizer, with control over the subcommittees concerned, and could have the whole tangled business straightened weeks ahead. At present the Executive has no sooner disposed of Tournament than Capping rushes in like an avenging fury, and usually causes some damage. For instance, may I enter an emphatic protest against the neat little tag affixed to every invitation ami ticket for the Capping Ball? I understand this action was taken by the Executive as a gesture to the Council that the V.U.C. students intended to see that nothing objectionable would take place at our functions. The result was a gratuitous insult to recipients of the missive, which was especially to be deplored, as such recipients were either the guests of honour or else people who had their suspicions about objectionable behaviour at the Tournament Ball, already roused by ill-advised newspaper comments (mainly from people who were nowhere mar the hall on the ceeasion, and therefore spoke from hearsay). Such an emphatic notification would confirm these suspicions. If the Council had to be re-assured surely it would have been better to give a guarantee for good behaviour at the Ball as well as at the Ceremony, and then to make an announcement to that effect at the various shows after the Revue and at the Undergrads.' Supper. Instead, our guests were bluntly told to come sober and stay sober or else stay outside.


The result may be imagined. Many people, going on the maxim, "a Country gets the laws it deserves," are fully convinced that all V.U.C. students must be a desperate set of drunkards if such stringent rules require to be imposed. Furthermore, the Capping Bail to most people was a good dance, but a wash-out as an evening's fun. This was certainly not due to the lack of liquor. As successive Undergrads Suppers have proved, we at V.U.C. can enjoy ourselves without liquor. There was liquor at the Capping Ball and none at the Undergrads.' Supper the previous night. People who were at both functions enjoyed the Undergrads Supper far more, and I am convinced the reason for the ruin of the Ball was the "one whoopee and you're drunk" attitude most people present thought the Executive took.


All the Executive intended to do was to stop objectionable behaviour, and rightly so. However. by their tactlessness they have completely alienated the sympathy of reasonable students who support their policy but certainly not the manner in which it was carried out. Such a stringent rule engendered a feeling of hostility and suspicion which was not dispelled all the long night through. Finally, according to the wording of the rule, any person who consumed liquor in or about the hall should have been expelled. I regret to say it, but many there present should have been expelled had the Exec, enforced the rule as strictly as it had been drafted, but the conduct of such persons was otherwise exemplary. Such people do not wish to break rules and are opposed to objectionable behaviour, but they consider the Exec, have made a laughingstock of themselves and of the College whose fair name they attempted to preserve.



R. J. Labkin.
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The Executive Replies.


We deal seriatim with the points raised by your correspondent:—



	1.
	A miracle is generally beyond human agency, and we assure those members who did not participate in the hard work, that Capping Week is no miracle.


	2.
	Excepting that he did not bear the title Capping Controller, Mr. Perry acted in this position with conspicuous success.


	3.
	Your correspondent, who knows the full fads, seeks to discredit our policy on the "liquor question"; so we have no option but to submit the full facts.




Once or twice prior to Tournament and during the current Association year the Executive has taken action as to liquor being brought to student functions. but nothing took place that would warn us of what was to come fit Tournament.


At the Tournament Rendezvous, however, some members, not all from this College, so overstepped the bounds of propriety that stern disciplinary measures had to be taken. As host, our College has little to be proud of in the conduct of the Rendezvous, and instead of our status among the Colleges being raised, it was lowered.


The behaviour of most at the Ball was exemplary, but there, again, a few supped "not wisely but too well." Whilst not; wishing to give the impression of unbridled license, it is useless to beat about the bush and say that neither the Rev. Howie's sermon nor the remarks in the "Free Lance" were totally unjustified. Though most of the noise was due to hakas and exuberance of feelings, objectionable behaviour did take place, as was admitted in the public press by an ex-student of this College.


We knew, as will be explained later, that the Professorial Board and the College Council were taking official cognisance of complaints that had been made.


These, then, were the facts which the Executive had to face after Tournament and when Capping arrangements were in train.


As a result the Executive decided to publish the terms of a motion passed by them and distribute with every invitation and Ball ticket a slip reading:—



"
Important.


"Your attention is drawn to the following resolution which was carried 
Unanimously at a meeting of the Kxecutive of the Association on 14th April:—




"That on this occasion of the Capping Ball, as at other Students' Association functions, no intoxicating liquor may be brought to or consumed within the hall or its precincts. Any person who in the opinion of the Executive attempts to violate this rule shall be required forthwith to leave."




The strictest compliance with the foregoing rule will be an essential condition of attendance at the Ball."


This was sent to outsiders and members alike, as the bad behaviour at Tournament was caused not by members alone, and it is impossible to discriminate. The idea expressed in the motion is not new to members.


Action had to be taken in one case only, and our policy was successful, as nothing objectionable took place, which view was confirmed by the Chairman of the Professorial Board, who was at the Ball.


The attitude of the Professorial Board and College



Council is worthy of mention. Several letters had been received by them concerning misbehaviour at Tournament, and though they had contemplated shutting down the functions in the Gymnasium tor a period as a disciplinary measure and had set up a special committee to go into the whole question, yet they took no action in the matter when they were advised of the action taken by the Executive. Thus we see that as long as we govern ourselves properly the Authorities will not interfere.


At the present time, the reference to what takes place at Otago University, is to those who read the daily papers, rather unfortunate. At Dunedin. we regret to say, almost all of the Students' Capping functions have been either compulsorily abandoned or considerably curtailed.


On the other hand, we have not had any restrictions placed upon us, and, in fact, have, by giving guarantees of gentlemanly conduct, been able to have the time of our Capping Ceremony altered from an afternoon to an evening.


We submit to members that our policy has raised the status of the Association in the eyes of the Council. the Hoard, and the public generally. It is for you to say whether this policy is to be carried out in future.



The Executive.
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Something for the Executive.


Dear "Smad,"—


This is not a growl, but a suggestion. As everybody knows, this Col lege is blessed with somewhat primitive provision for the development of the social side of College life, and apart from one or two diminutive Common Booms and a dog-box yclept the Common Common-room and chance meetings in draughty corridors, the students have little or no facility or getting to know who's who in the College, How many of us know all the Executive members?


I agree that it was a splendid move of the Executive Committee to provide that Executive meetings should be open to students (except when in committee), but I feel that a further valuable improvement could be effected by members of the Executive wearing a distinctive badge, as, for example, is done at Auckland and Canterbury. It would be a good idea also to put a photograph of t he Executive members on the Notice Board. These measures would greatly conduce to a closer and more effective relationship between the Executive Committee and the Student Body. As it is at present the Executive, by walking in our midst in full mufti, call to mind the bishop who used to say with modest pride that he "wore no clothes to distinguish him from his fellow-men."




Yours, etc.,


"
">Tagem."
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[subsection]




In reference to the above letter, which was held over from last issue, we devoted a column of that issue to indicate, for the information of students, the identity habits and qualifications of members of the Executive, several of whom were new members.


The purpose was apparently not grasped by some, who seemed vaguely surprised, not only that a mere Executive should receive so much of our valuable space, but also that there was an absence of ridicule in our remarks.


We suggest that the students get to know the Executive members first, and then criticise constructively or destructively according to their lights.—ED.
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Let Them All Come




Let Them All Come.




Whose magazine is this, anyway? Whose views does it express? It calls itself, ambitiously, the "Organ of Student opinion." but issue after issue it lumbers heavily along under the sweated labour of two or three pen-pushers.


"Let us look this horse in the mouth and see where the screw is loose!" we muttered grimly. We stopped, looked, and listened; and after exhaustive calculations of great mathematical exactitude we discovered the amazing fact that apart from Club matter the average contribution per student per month is barely one word! For the Mecca of wit and learning it's—well, something on this side of the verbose, don't you think? We were so overcome that you could have knocked us down with a sledge hammer.


Ideas are like money—futile unless circulated. Is Victoria College going to let her Pierian Spring of Thought cream and mantle like a standing pond? Not on your life! So roll up, old tops and topsies. and make a "wee bit ripple!"


If they would, the students could make 'Smad" a magazine teeming with original wit and stimarting thought, instead of leaving it to languish as a dumping ground for pot-boilers.




If you're wrong or if you're right,



"Smad's" the place to air your views.



If you've thought of something bright,



"Smad's" the place to spill the never








Tell the Marines!


By some odd jolt of Fortune's jar a double rlo.se of salt got shaken into a batch of sandwiches at a recent 'Varsity scrounge, and some idiot suggested that if they were put out as "Briny Specials" everyone would vote them "thirst rate!" Some truth in it. too, for the supplies of coffee got thoroughly exhausted trying to pacify the parching palates.







At the Capping Ceremony.



Chorus: "Professor H-nt-r, does that collar make you a member of the Tail-Waggers' Club?"







Coming Events.



	May 31st.—.Mathematical and Physical Society.

	June 2nd and 3rd.—Inter-University Hockey Tournament.

	June 3nd.—Debating Society.

	June 3rd.—Hockey Tournament Dance.

	June 10th.—Dramatic Club.

	June 14th.—Mathematical and Physical Society.

	June 17th.—Dramatic Club.

	June 18th.—Haeremai Club 1/- Dance.

	June 24th.—Annual General Meeting.

	June 25th.—Debating Society.

	June 28th.—Mathematical and Physical Society.

	July 1st and 2nd.—Dramatic Club Performance in Y.W.C.A. Hall.

	July 7th.—Next "Smad" out.








Business Notices.


Our advertising policy is to let you know who have the best goods for sale at prices to suit students —even bursars.


Patronise the firms who advertise in your magazine and don't forget to mention "Smad."


The next issue of "Smad" will appear on 7th July. Closing date for contributions 27th June. Club Secretaries, please note date. Keep your Clubs, before the public eye.



	Editor: E. C. Fussell. 'Phone 54-820 .

	Sub-Editor: Miss E. A Plank. 'Phone 44-811.
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[introduction]




Whose magazine is this, anyway? Whose views does it express? It calls itself, ambitiously, the "Organ of Student opinion." but issue after issue it lumbers heavily along under the sweated labour of two or three pen-pushers.


"Let us look this horse in the mouth and see where the screw is loose!" we muttered grimly. We stopped, looked, and listened; and after exhaustive calculations of great mathematical exactitude we discovered the amazing fact that apart from Club matter the average contribution per student per month is barely one word! For the Mecca of wit and learning it's—well, something on this side of the verbose, don't you think? We were so overcome that you could have knocked us down with a sledge hammer.


Ideas are like money—futile unless circulated. Is Victoria College going to let her Pierian Spring of Thought cream and mantle like a standing pond? Not on your life! So roll up, old tops and topsies. and make a "wee bit ripple!"


If they would, the students could make 'Smad" a magazine teeming with original wit and stimarting thought, instead of leaving it to languish as a dumping ground for pot-boilers.




If you're wrong or if you're right,



"Smad's" the place to air your views.



If you've thought of something bright,



"Smad's" the place to spill the never
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Tell the Marines!





Tell the Marines!


By some odd jolt of Fortune's jar a double rlo.se of salt got shaken into a batch of sandwiches at a recent 'Varsity scrounge, and some idiot suggested that if they were put out as "Briny Specials" everyone would vote them "thirst rate!" Some truth in it. too, for the supplies of coffee got thoroughly exhausted trying to pacify the parching palates.
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At the Capping Ceremony.



Chorus: "Professor H-nt-r, does that collar make you a member of the Tail-Waggers' Club?"
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Coming Events.



	May 31st.—.Mathematical and Physical Society.

	June 2nd and 3rd.—Inter-University Hockey Tournament.

	June 3nd.—Debating Society.

	June 3rd.—Hockey Tournament Dance.

	June 10th.—Dramatic Club.

	June 14th.—Mathematical and Physical Society.

	June 17th.—Dramatic Club.

	June 18th.—Haeremai Club 1/- Dance.

	June 24th.—Annual General Meeting.

	June 25th.—Debating Society.

	June 28th.—Mathematical and Physical Society.

	July 1st and 2nd.—Dramatic Club Performance in Y.W.C.A. Hall.

	July 7th.—Next "Smad" out.
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Business Notices.


Our advertising policy is to let you know who have the best goods for sale at prices to suit students —even bursars.


Patronise the firms who advertise in your magazine and don't forget to mention "Smad."


The next issue of "Smad" will appear on 7th July. Closing date for contributions 27th June. Club Secretaries, please note date. Keep your Clubs, before the public eye.



	Editor: E. C. Fussell. 'Phone 54-820 .

	Sub-Editor: Miss E. A Plank. 'Phone 44-811.
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[image: Gamble & Creed Students!—You may come hungry but you'll never go hungry if you dine at Gambles. EAT HERE EVERY DAY CATERING OF ALL KINDS Spacious Rooms for SOCIALS and SMOKE CONCERTS GAMBLE and CREED, Lambton Quay, Willis St., Cuba St., Courtenay PI.]




[image: CROWN STUDIOS CROWN BUILDING CUBA STREET Official Photographer for V.U.C. The largest and most up-to - date Studio in New Zealand. Groups up to 150 taken day or night by appointment. F. THOMPSON, Manager]




[image: On with the Dance ! ALWAYS DANCE TO The 2 ZW Broadcast Band LATE— Star Orchestra DISPENSERS OF BRIGHT MUSIC FOR BRIGHT STUDENTS. Communicate with R. BOTHAMLEY, C/o. HENRY BERRY & CO., WELLINGTON. 'Varsity Dances A Specialty.]




[image: Sporting Students ! You will be able to play tennis all the year on your new courts ! GET YOUR RACQUETS HERE! FOOTBALLERS! GOLFERS! BADMINTON PLAYERS! WE HAVE ALL YOUR WANTS! All out-door games catered for. Call and see our Showroom, or send for Illustrated Pries List. . . Witcombe and Caldwell. The Sports Depot. 45 Willis St. The Headquarters in Wellington for Every Class of Sporting Goods.?]







[image: Cheap Travel by Train. CONCESSIONS TO STUDENTS : The Railway Department has a Special thought for 'Varsity students. It makes very convenient arrangements for parties of them travelling together for Sport or other pleasure outings. Parties of not less than six may either— (1.) TRAVEL FIRST CLASS SINGLE at 2nd class ordinary fare. RETURN at 2nd class holiday excursion fares. or (2.) TRAVEL SECOND CLASS SINGLE at three - fourths of the ordinary 2nd class fare. RETURN at three - fourths of the holiday excursion 2nd class fare. (The minimum charge per adult passenger it 2/-)]




[image: The DIVE 157 Featherston Street E. W. MOORE Get Your Gear Here! 30 per cent. Cheaper right through. MEN'S CLOTHING. Sports Wear— TENNIS GOLF HOCKEY FOOTBALL GOODS A SPECIALTY.]




[image: Remember what Satisfaction we gave you at Tournament ! WE CATER FOR UNIVERSITY STUDENTS AT ALL TIMES . . . Green Cabs LTD. Your official Taxis . . . RING— 45-111 ONLY 9d. PER MILE!]
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Copyright and Conditions of Use


				

					
In Copyright


					
Where a text is in copyright, all text and images are copyright to the original authors and/or publisher. In copyright texts and images are made available for non-commercial use only. All forms of electronic or print re-sale or re-distribution are forbidden without written permission, please contact us.


					
Currently, a text is shown as in copyright when there is no Creative Commons License visible in the sidebar, and a link to this page is presented.


				

				

					
Creative Commons Share-Alike license


					
Where the original text is out of copyright it is our policy to provide the digitised version under a 
New Zealand Creative Commons Attribution Share-Alike License (CC BY-SA).


					
The Creative Commons Attribution Share-alike license allows anyone to re-use material in our texts under the following conditions:


					

		attribution to the source of the material is included by marking the material with the collection name ("The New Zealand Electronic Text Collection") and the link to the material as found on our website;


		the re-use of the material is licensed under the same license, allowing others to further re-use the material. This means that the re-use of the material must be marked with the same Creative Commons license.




					
Use of the Creative Commons Attribution Share-alike license allows us to make material freely available to the community for re-use, and also ensures that:


					

		any errors in the material can be traced back to the Victoria University of Wellington Library as the originator of the digital reproduction;


		such material continues to be freely available to the community after subsequent re-use.




				

				

					
Examples of Reuse under Creative Commons Share-Alike license


					
We encourage the re-use of Creative Commons Share-Alike licensed NZETC material. Examples of re-use include:


					

		Multiple entries in the 
Mix and Mash competitions run by DigitalNZ


		Blog posts, such as this one about the 
Cyclopedia of New Zealand by IwiKiwi


		Books and other publications


		Museum displays




				

				

					
Other Creative Commons Licenses


					
More restrictive Creative Commons licenses may be used in the cases of copyright texts where the copyright holder is amenable to using a Creative Commons license. You will need to refer to the license text (available by clicking on the CC license logo) for the specific restrictions and re-use allowed.


				

				

					
Statement of Liability


					
While we have sought to ensure there are no intellectual property rights in the material that would prevent copying and other re-use, please note that material on this website marked with a Creative Commons license is released on an as-is basis and with no representations or warranties of any kind, to the greatest extent permissible by law. Subject to any liability which may not be excluded or limited by law, the Victoria University Library shall not be liable on any legal basis (including without limitation negligence) and hereby expressly excludes all liability for loss or damage howsoever and whenever caused to you.


				

			




