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[editorial]








"Without regret for what is gone You bid old customs change."



— 
Cochrane.




There sat along the forms like morning doves That sun their milky bosoms on the thatch, A patient range of students.


— 
Tennyson.
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At the last meeting of the Association a letter from the Registrar of the University was brought before the notice of the students in which it was announced that unless Diploma Day proceedings were more orderly in future, the public conferring of degrees would have to be discontinued. The Chancellor also took occasion, in his address to the Senate at Auckland, to comment very unfavourably on the behaviour of the students of some of the Colleges at Degree meetings. He complained that no opportunity was given for the discussion of questions of University Education and that the conduct of the students was such that it would be wrong to invite anyone to speak at such functions on educational subjects.





Although we do not think that the conduct of students at Wellington last Capping Day was such as to merit this severe criticism, yet it may be admitted that there was perhaps some room for improvement. In the past, Capping Day has been looked upon by the students as a time of licensed disorder, whereas the authorities have, in most cases, ignored the existence of undergraduates altogether. Students have not hitherto regarded the consideration of educational questions as the primary object of the meeting—they have even imagined that Degree Day without speeches would perhaps be preferable.


We think, however, that the authorities have acted unwisely in the past in not giving them a recognised place in the ceremonies.


We understand that for the coming celebration the Students' Association will submit a programme for the approval of the Registrar, who has promised to consider it favourably, and to so arrange matters as to allow some intervals for amusement during the course of the afternoon. With this concession the students ought to be satisfied, and as the Association, on their behalf, has promised to discountenance any disorderliness we are confident that this year there will be nothing to complain of. It is recognised that it is not the occasional witty interjection that is annoying to the speakers, but the trouble is that, in a great many cases, the humour of a remark is only apparent to the interjector and that the interruptions tend to degenerate into mere noise, intolerable alike to speakers and audience.


With this we do not think the great majority of the students have any sympathy, for they can clearly see that meetings like that to which the Chancellor took exception are obstacles in the way of bringing about that closer union of University and civic life which it is one of the aims of our College to promote.


- - - -


We have much pleasure in congratulating P. W. Robertson, M.A. on his selection as second Rhodes Scholar. When passed over last year in favour of Mr Thomson it was felt by his fellow students that though they would have liked to have the honour of claiming the first scholar as a Victoria College man, yet his final election was in any case only deferred, and the delay might be to his ultimate advantage. It was hardly doubted that his recognised ability would ensure him the honour of being the next chosen to represent New Zealand at the University of Oxford.





The fact that he was chosen in preference to such a representative as C. F. Cook of Canterbury, gives us every confidence that he will do more than hold his own at Oxford—even though there are gathered there the brightest intellects from all parts of the English-speaking world.


In another part of this issue will be found an account of his multifarious accomplishments inserted for the encouragement—or otherwise—of his fellow collegians.


Robertson's future career will be watched with the keenest interest by his friends in New Zealand. They confidently look forward to a time when his name will be as well-known in the world of science as that of that other brilliant scientist, Professor Rutherford.


- - - -


It is our duty on behalf of the students to congratulate Sir Robert Stout on his election as Chairman of the College Council during the present year. It is particularly appropriate that the Chancellor of the University should be appointed to fill this position at a time so important in the history of the College as the present. The new College buildings will, we hope, be opened during his term of office and it was evidently recognised by the Council that his appointment would be the most fitting one that could be made in view of the services rendered by him to the College ever since its inception.


The new chairman's work on behalf of University Education in the Middle District, and in particular the interest he has always shown in anything pertaining to the welfare of Victoria College, are too well known to all students to need recapitulation here. They remember with appreciation the stand he took with regard to the question of appealing to the public for subscriptions towards the Building Fund. In this matter he made it clear that he did not share the curious views of personal dignity held by some members of the Council whose sense of what wa due to their position was wounded by the thought of appealing to the public for that help, which, at the time, the Government was unable to give.


Had the scheme been taken up with the enthusiasm, and supported with the generosity, shown in other parts of the Colony on behalf of similar objects, he might have had the pleasure of opening a building more worthy of the City—a building which, in architecture and equipment, might vie with the American



colleges, a description of which he gave in his address last Diploma Day.


This desirable consummation will not be obtained, it is to be feared, for some considerable time, but meanwhile, what we have already obtained, and what is promised, we owe, in a great measure to Sir Robert. There can be no doubt that his unceasing advocacy of the claims of University Education on a progressive country has done much to awaken both Parliament and people to the necessity of providing more liberally for its extension in the future. He has done much, too, to dissipate the notion that college training is too far divorced from practical life to be of any real use to anyone not entering on a professional career — a notion which, we need hardly say, is not held by such 
unpractical people as the Americans and Germans. With them all classes seem to have been long awake to a fact which he is always impressing on our citizens, that a liberally endowed system of University Educationis not now to be considered a luxury but has become a national necessity.







Publications Received.



We have to acknowledge the receipt of a large number of new books, for which we hereby thank the authors. To review each work as it deserves even at reasonable length is. we regret to say, quite beyond the possibilities of our space; but it may be said without exaggeration that there is none of them which does not contain a mine of useful information, as the names of the distinguished authors mentioned below should alone suffice to indicate. We give the titles of the books and the authors' names:—"The Life-History of a Great Statesman, or the Rise of the Right Hon. Joseph Chamberlain, M.P." with a eulogy of his far-reaching Fiscal Policy, by P. J. O'Regan, dedicated to the Wellington Chamber of Commerce; "A Short Road to University Degrees, or How to Avoid the Painful Process of Swatting," by the Bight Hon. R. J. Seddon, P.C., L.L.D., Cantab., dedicated to "My Constituents"; "My First Drink, or How I Looked on the Wine when it was Red," by A. R. Atkinson, B.A., dedicated to "My Hapless Companion, Tommy Taylor M.H.R."; "Humbugs," a lecture by Dr. Findlay, L.L.D., and dedicated to "The Average Politician"—without permission.
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Hon. Secretary and Treasurer: 
Miss MacKellar.



Captain 1st XI: 
Miss MacKellar.



Captain 2nd XI: 
Miss Tooman.



Committee: 
Misses Robertson, Morgan, Tooman and other officers of the Club 
(ex officio)



Auditor: 
Miss Seagar.



Selection Committee: 
Misses Mackellar, Hales and Tooman.
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Glee Club.



Chairman and Conductor: F. P. 
Wilson, M.A.



Deputy Chairman: 
Miss E. M. Evans.



Secretary and Treasurer: 
R. St. J. Beere.



Committee: 
Misses E. Wood, and 
J. Frühuaf; O. R. Prouse.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




The Spike or Victoria College Review, June 1905

Football Club





Football Club.



Patron: 
Professor von Zedlitz.



President: 
Professor Kirk.



Vice-Presidents: 
Professors Brown, Mackenzie, Easterfield, Maclaurin, and Messrs M. W. Richmond and T. A. Hunter



Club Captain: H. H. 
Ostler



Deputy Captain: F. A. 
de la Mare.



Secretary: 
G. V. Bogle.



Treasurer: 
K. McKenzie.



Committee: 
T. A. Hunter, J. H. Goulding, A. Tudhope and other officers of the Club 
(ex officio).



Delegates to W.R.F.U.: 
T. A. Hunter, H. H. Ostler, F. A. de la Mare.



Auditor: 
C. H. Taylor.
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Christian Union.



President: 
W. Gillanders.



Vice-President: 
Miss K. Morgan



Corresponding Secretary: 
J. A. Ryburn.



Recording Secretary: 
R. St. J. Beere.



Treasurers: 
Miss J. Robertson and 
A. J. Luke.
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Magazine





Magazine.



Editorial Committee—Editor: 
W. H. Wilson, 
Sub-Editors: 
E. J. Fitz-gibbon, and 
S. Eichelbaum.



Financial Secretary: 
H. Oram, 
Assistant Secretary: 
F. R. Lankshear.
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The Fourth Inter-University-College Tournament.



We shall renew the battle in the plain



To-morrow;—red with blood will Xanthus be;



Hector and Ajax will be there again,



Helen will come upon the wall to see.




Matthew Arnold, "Palladium."
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Held at Wellington, Easter, 1905.




"Nay, I'll come: if I lose a scruple of this sport, let rue be boiled to death with melancholy."



—
Twelfth Night.





[image: T]
The Tournament of 1905, to which Victoria College had been looking forward with so much anxiety for many months, is over. With it the first cycle is complete; the venture inaugurated in Christchurch in 1902 has passed from its experimental stage and been "launched"—to borrow an American mixture—"down the ringing corridors of time." Success, in fact, has followed the flag—and it was the recollection of good weather and the good management provided by the other centres which gave such a nervously pathetic and agitated appearance to the Victoria College students who gathered at the Manawatu Station on Good Friday night to welcome the Auckland representatives and drive them to their homes through the pelting rain. The southern students, who had arrived by the "Mararoa" in the sunshine of the morning, were, we doubt not, thinking things about the climate of the City of Wellington. Saturday dawned cold, gloomy and windy, but without rain and clearing steadily. It only remained for the Mayor, with sturdy optimism, to declare that Wellington would rise to the occasion and the thing was done. The Fates were defeated and Jupiter smiled.









The Mayoral Reception.





"To you, my good Lord Mayor,



And your good brethren, I am much beholden:



I have received much honour by your presence."



—
King Henry VIII.



Shortly after nine o'clock on Saturday morning a large number of students and citizens met at the Town Hall and his Worship the Mayor, Mr J. G. W. Aitken, in a kindly speech, welcomed the University representatives to the City of Wellington. He considered that such meetings were doing good work for the human species because isolation narrowed the human mind and did not make for broad culture and progress. The University sports were free from the gambling taint and he looked forward to the time when students from Australia and even from Europe would lend a yet wider interest to the gatherings.


Sir Robert Stout, as Chancellor, welcomed the students on behalf of the University and spoke of aims and ideals of the institution and especially of that 
esprit de corps and "University feeling" which these meetings did so much to promote.


Professor Blunt, of Canterbury College, returned thanks in a short but happy speech in which he struck the key-note of the reception—the closer union of the Civic and the University authority.


When G. F. Dixon had returned thanks on behalf of the Students' Association, a photograph was taken and the Meeting adjourned to the Wellington Tennis Club's Courts in Palmer Street.


Under the happy auspices of a clearing sky and a mayoral blessing was the Tournament of 1905 begun.






Victoria College Teams.





"How many goodly creatures have we here?



How beauteous mankind is!"



—
The Tempest.



The teams which represented Victoria College this year again contained much material which had been tried (and found wanting) on previous occasions, animated by the same firm resolve—to do or die or come again next year!


The following are the names of the representatives in the different events:








Athletic Sports.



	100 yards

	T. E. Y. Seddon

	H. W. King

	F. P. Kelly





	220 yards

	T E. Y. Seddon

	H. W. King

	F. P. Kelly





	440 yards

	H. W. King

	G. F. Dixon

	F. P. Kelly





	880 yards

	G. F. Dixon

	R. St. J. Beere

	F. P. Kelly





	120 Hurdles

	F. A. de la Mare

	

	F. P. Kelly





	440 Hurdles

	F. A. de la Mare

	P. W. Robertson

	F. P. Kelly





	Mile Flat

	F. A. de la Mare

	R. St. J. Beere

	F. P. Kelly





	Mile Walk

	A. Tudhope

	W. Tustin

	F. P. Kelly





	High Jump

	F. A. de la Mare

	

	F. P. Kelly





	Long Jump

	H. W. King

	A. Tudhope

	F. P. Kelly





	Putting Shot

	W. Gillanders

	F. P. Wilson

	A. Tudhope





	Throwing Hammer

	F. P. Wilson

	G. F. Dixon

	A. Tudhope








Tennis.



	Ladies' Singles

	Misses A. M. Batham, L. Van Staveren and F. G. Roberts





	Ladies' Doubles

	Misses A. M. Batham and L. Van Staveren; Misses F. G. Roberts and L. MacKellar; Misses G. F. Cooke and K. Frühauf.





	Men's Singles

	R. St. J. Beere, F. P. Wilson and O. R. Prouse





	Men's Doubles

	R. St. J. Beere and F. P. Wilson; F. A. de la Mare and O. R. Prouse; P. H. Putnam and G. W. Gower





	Combined Doubles

	R. St. J. Beere and Miss A. M. Batham; F. P. Wilson and Miss L. Van Staver en; F. A. de la Mare and Miss F. G. Roberts.






Note.—The names of J. A. Brailsford and P. W. Robertson who represented Victoria College in the Men's Doubles at Dunedin in 1904 were inadvertently omitted from Vol. III, No. 1, page 13.


The Debating Society elected A. H. Johnstone and A. G. Quartley for the Debate, but they were unable to undertake the work owing to their departure from Wellington. One of the two reserves, Gleeson, was also away, and the other was H. H. Ostler. Ostler was to be away from Wellington till Easter Thursday—but Tudhope, the Secretary of the Debating Society, was on the war-path.



Then out spake Tudhope roundly—"This job doth vex my soul,


For since the three have gone away, what hope to win the scroll?"


So out spake Hubert Ostler (on figures great is he),


"With a man to stand and wave his hand I'll get a scroll for thee."


Then up jumped Georgius Toogood, a Savage proud was he,


Lo, I will stand and wave my hand as fine and large can be.


On yonder slender platform we'll spout till all is blue"—


Then straight against the northern men forth went the dauntless two.










Tennis.




"Now are all our brows bound with victorious wreaths."




Richard III.



It was ten o'clock on Saturday morning before the struggle began; the struggle which resulted in the first victory of Victoria College in these contests. It was our ladies who did it, for it was the Ladies' Singles and Doubles with the Combined Doubles which gave us the three events necessary to win the Cup. Miss Batham and Miss Van Staveren were easily the best ladies in the competition and it is very much to be regretted that circumstances did not allow them to play off the final round of the Ladies' Singles. The Men's Championship Singles fell to H. Bundle of Otago University. There were many close sets in this event and the games between O. Prouse (V.C.) and R. G. Sellar [C.C. 1-6, 6-3, 6-4], F. P. Wilson (V.C.) and L. T. Pickmere (A.U.C.) [6-5, 5-6, 6-5] were especially interesting. Bundle won his way to the final by safe and consistent tennis, winning the final from F. P. Wilson by (6-1, 6-4). The result of the Men's Doubles Championship was in doubt right to the end. The semi-final round gave two surprises, for G. P. Anderson and R. G. Sellar (C.C.) beat R. St. J. Beere and F. P. Wilson (V.C.) and F. A. de la Mare and O. Prouse (V.C.) beat H. Bundle and A. Friedlander (O.U.). Both matches were severe struggles and all the players wore in a state of physical collapse. The final was won by Anderson and Sellar by 6-4, 8-6. Two Victoria College pairs met in the final of the Combined Championship and Beere and Miss Batham won the last set from Wilson and Miss Van Staveren.


The Victoria College Tennis Club is to be congratulated on having representatives in the finals of each event and on having won three out of five championships.


The following table shows the result:





Tennis Championships (Saturday and Tuesday).



	
Event.

	
Winner.





	Men's Singles

	H. Bundle, O.U.





	Men's Doubles

	G. P. Anderson and R. G. Sellar, C.C.





	Combined Doubles

	R. St. J. Beere and Miss A. M. Batham, V.C.





	Ladies' Singles

	Miss L. Van Staveren, V.C.





	Ladies' Doubles

	Misses A.M. Batham & L. Van Staveren, V.C.






Victoria College thus won the Tennis Cup with three wins.









Athletics.





"Rough, heavy, long the way—deadly the wind,



Deadly the swift, sure patter of the foot behind."



—
Anonymous.



Although Easter Monday was clear the conditions did not promise records in the running events. A strong northerly wind blew throughout the day and the stretches which had to be run against it were very exhausting. Although the authorities were very obliging the track prepared was very rough, and unless the City Council is prepared to do more for the running course, sports on the Basin Reserve must soon be a thing of the past. Although the wind had done much to dry the track the ground was still heavy and dead.


Whilst the times were necessarily slow the contests were good and the competition keen. T. E. Y. Seddon (V.C.) and W. H. Moyes (C.C.) had a fine struggle for the 100 yards. At half-way they appeared level. Twenty-five yards from home Seddon was leading by about a yard and appeared to be winning. Just on the tape, however, Moyes made a great effort and the race was declared a dead heat. In the 880 yards race J. Davie (O.U.) avenged his defeat of last year and won the race with ease. Moyes again won the 220 yards and for the fourth time in succession captured the quarter mile. In the former event Seddon, who ran third, was put back 2 yards for breaking. The Mile Flat went to Victoria College, de la Mare leading all the way and winning by 10 yards. W. J. O'Kane (O.U.) annexed the 120 hurdles for the third time and ran away with the 440 yards hurdle event. J. Davie (O.U.) won the Weight Putting and established a record in the Hammer Throwing, beating G. P. Anderson's throw of last year by half an-inch. Two Canterbury men, Holderness and McKean, fought a hard finish in the Mile Walk. W. Oliphant (A.U.C.) broke the High Jump record by clearing 5ft. 4½ ins., and Gilray (O.U.), won the Long Jump with 20ft. 7in., 4 inches short of Buck's record. Thus in the Championship events Otago scored 6 firsts, 5 seconds and one third; Canterbury 3½ firsts, 6 seconds and 5 thirds; Victoria College 1½ firsts and 5 thirds; Auckland University College 1 first and 1 third. The interest in the result was sustained right to the finish and it was only the 440 yards Hurdle Race which decided the day and gave to Otago University



the honour of wresting the coveted shield from Canterbury College, whose teams had held it continuously since the inception of the Tournament. The Ladies' Cup awarded to the competitor scoring the greatest number of points, was won by J. Davie with 21 points. Canterbury College won the Relay Race for the fourth time in succession and was also successful in the Tug-of-War.



[The Official Results are given on Page 19.]






The Debating Contest.




"Noise proves nothing. Often a hen who has merely laid an egg cackles as if she had laid an asteroid."



—
Mark Twain.




Judges—Hon. Sir Robert Stout, K.C.M.G., C.J., Rev. T. H. Sprott, M.A. and Mr J. W. Joynt, M.A.


The subject chosen for debate this year was the light and airy proposition "That Mr Chamberlain's Fiscal Proposals are fraught with Danger to the British Empire." Auckland University College was drawn to take the affirmative against Victoria College whilst Otago University had to take the negative in opposition to Canterbury College. S. Mays led the way for Auckland and although his attack lacked fire at first he warmed up considerably towards the end. G. Toogood was just the same "old George." He did not exactly demolish Mr Mays, but he got well on to "those vampires" who are preying on British trade. L. T. Pickmere, who followed, had the great advantage of arguing from conviction—and it soon became clear that he knew what he was speaking about. His delivery, however, was too monotonous and his fluent speech was too much wanting in 
verve to allowhim to appeal strongly to the public. H. H. Ostler who was not arguing from conviction, made a good speech. He walked with confidence amidst a maze of figures which he forced on his audience by means of scrolls—written in his own handwriting. The audience did not take the figures too seriously and the "roughs" at the back of the Hall, who knew the speaker's views, palpably gurgled at the thought of "the vultures" who were tearing the vitals of Britain's commerce.


A. S. Taylor broke the ice for Canterbury College. He was fluent and forcible if somewhat mechanical, and showed true human sympathy by stating the case from the point of view of



the "submerged" classes of Great Britain and the teeming millions of India. J. B. Callan made up what he lacked in volume of sound by velocity of utterance—and it was with difficulty that the flow could be cut off. He showed skill in the manipulation of similes and was withal solid in thought and finished in expression. A. B. Chappell, the champion of two former years was well up to his old form. He had a grasp of his subject matter and a skill in turning his points which was almost too didactic in style to get hold of his audience. L. T. Burnard who followed him was much more natural. His sunny smile and bright wit went straight to the hearts of the people, whilst his intelligent grasp of his subject and ready adaptation of the opposing arguments must have put him well in favour with the judges.


Sir Robert Stout announced that the debate had been won by Otago and hearty cheers for the victors ended the proceedings.






The Dance.


The Sydney Street Schoolroom was the scene of this year's University Dance. Some of the results were observable on the Tennis Courts next day when the players who had won their way to the final and semi-final rounds had to play, some of them, from 10 a.m. till 4 p.m. The hall was crowded and the decorations, which had been arranged by B. C. Smith, looked very pretty. During the evening Sir Robert Stout presented the Athletic Shield which had been earned so well by the Otago team that day.






The Harbour Excursion.




"After the Ball."




On Tuesday afternoon a large party went to Day's Bay by the "Duchess" and Victoria College proceeded tc pay off old scores and, so to speak, slay the Amalekites. This was effectually accomplished by a football match, two hockey matches, and various hampers of light refreshment provided by Mr J. Godber, Victoria College winning in each encounter. The football ground was very hard and so were the remarks of those who had to wait for the second round of Mr Godber's cakes—remarks shouted in unison from the gallery.





Hunger being in some measure appeased a very enjoyable concert was held, to which items were contributed by members of all the teams. The Master-of-Ceremonies was assisted by a small but athletic committee which decided on the next performer and heaved him on to the platform. Such a committee was not to be gainsaid and it did its work with so much judgment and skill that the fun was fast without being uproarious. At 9 o'clock the "Countess" left for town and the holiday was over.






The Meeting of Delegates.





"Such grave and goodly councillors! such tea! such pies!



Happy events from these must surely rise."



—
Neave.



While the "Countess" was making her way across the harbour the delegates began a meeting which ended in—a pie-shop. The "still-vex'd" question of eligibility was discussed but no change was instituted. An important alteration was made, however, in the Tennis Rules, The number of entries for the Tennis Championships, which had been fixed at two from each College for each event after the 1905 Tournament, was amended so that in the Ladies' Singles and Doubles three entries should be allowed. The idea was that the Tennis programme should be curtailed owing to the shortness of time for the events and the strain placed on those who are left in three events on the last day. It was pointed out, however, that as Tennis gives the one chance of representation to the ladies it would be unwise to further limit the number—especially as ladies' matches might be arranged on Easter Monday morning.






The Parting.





"A holy sacrament! a most unholy noise."



—
Foster.



The Auckland team was cheered away by the Manawatu train on Wednesday morning, and the scene at the "Mararoa" in the evening was one of wild, hilarious uproar. Behind the shouting and the cheering was the firm friendship of comrades-in-arms, proved many times in five hard days, and the knowledge that these were "jolly good fellows" every one.










Official Results


Athletic Championships 
(Easter Monday).
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Held at Wellington, Easter, 1905.




"Nay, I'll come: if I lose a scruple of this sport, let rue be boiled to death with melancholy."



—
Twelfth Night.
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The Tournament of 1905, to which Victoria College had been looking forward with so much anxiety for many months, is over. With it the first cycle is complete; the venture inaugurated in Christchurch in 1902 has passed from its experimental stage and been "launched"—to borrow an American mixture—"down the ringing corridors of time." Success, in fact, has followed the flag—and it was the recollection of good weather and the good management provided by the other centres which gave such a nervously pathetic and agitated appearance to the Victoria College students who gathered at the Manawatu Station on Good Friday night to welcome the Auckland representatives and drive them to their homes through the pelting rain. The southern students, who had arrived by the "Mararoa" in the sunshine of the morning, were, we doubt not, thinking things about the climate of the City of Wellington. Saturday dawned cold, gloomy and windy, but without rain and clearing steadily. It only remained for the Mayor, with sturdy optimism, to declare that Wellington would rise to the occasion and the thing was done. The Fates were defeated and Jupiter smiled.
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The Mayoral Reception






The Mayoral Reception.





"To you, my good Lord Mayor,



And your good brethren, I am much beholden:



I have received much honour by your presence."



—
King Henry VIII.



Shortly after nine o'clock on Saturday morning a large number of students and citizens met at the Town Hall and his Worship the Mayor, Mr J. G. W. Aitken, in a kindly speech, welcomed the University representatives to the City of Wellington. He considered that such meetings were doing good work for the human species because isolation narrowed the human mind and did not make for broad culture and progress. The University sports were free from the gambling taint and he looked forward to the time when students from Australia and even from Europe would lend a yet wider interest to the gatherings.


Sir Robert Stout, as Chancellor, welcomed the students on behalf of the University and spoke of aims and ideals of the institution and especially of that 
esprit de corps and "University feeling" which these meetings did so much to promote.


Professor Blunt, of Canterbury College, returned thanks in a short but happy speech in which he struck the key-note of the reception—the closer union of the Civic and the University authority.


When G. F. Dixon had returned thanks on behalf of the Students' Association, a photograph was taken and the Meeting adjourned to the Wellington Tennis Club's Courts in Palmer Street.


Under the happy auspices of a clearing sky and a mayoral blessing was the Tournament of 1905 begun.
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Victoria College Teams.





"How many goodly creatures have we here?



How beauteous mankind is!"



—
The Tempest.



The teams which represented Victoria College this year again contained much material which had been tried (and found wanting) on previous occasions, animated by the same firm resolve—to do or die or come again next year!


The following are the names of the representatives in the different events:








Athletic Sports.



	100 yards

	T. E. Y. Seddon

	H. W. King

	F. P. Kelly





	220 yards

	T E. Y. Seddon

	H. W. King

	F. P. Kelly





	440 yards

	H. W. King

	G. F. Dixon

	F. P. Kelly





	880 yards

	G. F. Dixon

	R. St. J. Beere

	F. P. Kelly





	120 Hurdles

	F. A. de la Mare

	

	F. P. Kelly





	440 Hurdles

	F. A. de la Mare

	P. W. Robertson

	F. P. Kelly





	Mile Flat

	F. A. de la Mare

	R. St. J. Beere

	F. P. Kelly





	Mile Walk

	A. Tudhope

	W. Tustin

	F. P. Kelly





	High Jump

	F. A. de la Mare

	

	F. P. Kelly





	Long Jump

	H. W. King

	A. Tudhope

	F. P. Kelly





	Putting Shot

	W. Gillanders

	F. P. Wilson

	A. Tudhope





	Throwing Hammer

	F. P. Wilson

	G. F. Dixon

	A. Tudhope








Tennis.



	Ladies' Singles

	Misses A. M. Batham, L. Van Staveren and F. G. Roberts





	Ladies' Doubles

	Misses A. M. Batham and L. Van Staveren; Misses F. G. Roberts and L. MacKellar; Misses G. F. Cooke and K. Frühauf.





	Men's Singles

	R. St. J. Beere, F. P. Wilson and O. R. Prouse





	Men's Doubles

	R. St. J. Beere and F. P. Wilson; F. A. de la Mare and O. R. Prouse; P. H. Putnam and G. W. Gower





	Combined Doubles

	R. St. J. Beere and Miss A. M. Batham; F. P. Wilson and Miss L. Van Staver en; F. A. de la Mare and Miss F. G. Roberts.






Note.—The names of J. A. Brailsford and P. W. Robertson who represented Victoria College in the Men's Doubles at Dunedin in 1904 were inadvertently omitted from Vol. III, No. 1, page 13.


The Debating Society elected A. H. Johnstone and A. G. Quartley for the Debate, but they were unable to undertake the work owing to their departure from Wellington. One of the two reserves, Gleeson, was also away, and the other was H. H. Ostler. Ostler was to be away from Wellington till Easter Thursday—but Tudhope, the Secretary of the Debating Society, was on the war-path.



Then out spake Tudhope roundly—"This job doth vex my soul,


For since the three have gone away, what hope to win the scroll?"


So out spake Hubert Ostler (on figures great is he),


"With a man to stand and wave his hand I'll get a scroll for thee."


Then up jumped Georgius Toogood, a Savage proud was he,


Lo, I will stand and wave my hand as fine and large can be.


On yonder slender platform we'll spout till all is blue"—


Then straight against the northern men forth went the dauntless two.
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Tennis






Tennis.




"Now are all our brows bound with victorious wreaths."




Richard III.



It was ten o'clock on Saturday morning before the struggle began; the struggle which resulted in the first victory of Victoria College in these contests. It was our ladies who did it, for it was the Ladies' Singles and Doubles with the Combined Doubles which gave us the three events necessary to win the Cup. Miss Batham and Miss Van Staveren were easily the best ladies in the competition and it is very much to be regretted that circumstances did not allow them to play off the final round of the Ladies' Singles. The Men's Championship Singles fell to H. Bundle of Otago University. There were many close sets in this event and the games between O. Prouse (V.C.) and R. G. Sellar [C.C. 1-6, 6-3, 6-4], F. P. Wilson (V.C.) and L. T. Pickmere (A.U.C.) [6-5, 5-6, 6-5] were especially interesting. Bundle won his way to the final by safe and consistent tennis, winning the final from F. P. Wilson by (6-1, 6-4). The result of the Men's Doubles Championship was in doubt right to the end. The semi-final round gave two surprises, for G. P. Anderson and R. G. Sellar (C.C.) beat R. St. J. Beere and F. P. Wilson (V.C.) and F. A. de la Mare and O. Prouse (V.C.) beat H. Bundle and A. Friedlander (O.U.). Both matches were severe struggles and all the players wore in a state of physical collapse. The final was won by Anderson and Sellar by 6-4, 8-6. Two Victoria College pairs met in the final of the Combined Championship and Beere and Miss Batham won the last set from Wilson and Miss Van Staveren.


The Victoria College Tennis Club is to be congratulated on having representatives in the finals of each event and on having won three out of five championships.


The following table shows the result:





Tennis Championships (Saturday and Tuesday).



	
Event.

	
Winner.





	Men's Singles

	H. Bundle, O.U.





	Men's Doubles

	G. P. Anderson and R. G. Sellar, C.C.





	Combined Doubles

	R. St. J. Beere and Miss A. M. Batham, V.C.





	Ladies' Singles

	Miss L. Van Staveren, V.C.





	Ladies' Doubles

	Misses A.M. Batham & L. Van Staveren, V.C.






Victoria College thus won the Tennis Cup with three wins.
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Athletics






Athletics.





"Rough, heavy, long the way—deadly the wind,



Deadly the swift, sure patter of the foot behind."



—
Anonymous.



Although Easter Monday was clear the conditions did not promise records in the running events. A strong northerly wind blew throughout the day and the stretches which had to be run against it were very exhausting. Although the authorities were very obliging the track prepared was very rough, and unless the City Council is prepared to do more for the running course, sports on the Basin Reserve must soon be a thing of the past. Although the wind had done much to dry the track the ground was still heavy and dead.


Whilst the times were necessarily slow the contests were good and the competition keen. T. E. Y. Seddon (V.C.) and W. H. Moyes (C.C.) had a fine struggle for the 100 yards. At half-way they appeared level. Twenty-five yards from home Seddon was leading by about a yard and appeared to be winning. Just on the tape, however, Moyes made a great effort and the race was declared a dead heat. In the 880 yards race J. Davie (O.U.) avenged his defeat of last year and won the race with ease. Moyes again won the 220 yards and for the fourth time in succession captured the quarter mile. In the former event Seddon, who ran third, was put back 2 yards for breaking. The Mile Flat went to Victoria College, de la Mare leading all the way and winning by 10 yards. W. J. O'Kane (O.U.) annexed the 120 hurdles for the third time and ran away with the 440 yards hurdle event. J. Davie (O.U.) won the Weight Putting and established a record in the Hammer Throwing, beating G. P. Anderson's throw of last year by half an-inch. Two Canterbury men, Holderness and McKean, fought a hard finish in the Mile Walk. W. Oliphant (A.U.C.) broke the High Jump record by clearing 5ft. 4½ ins., and Gilray (O.U.), won the Long Jump with 20ft. 7in., 4 inches short of Buck's record. Thus in the Championship events Otago scored 6 firsts, 5 seconds and one third; Canterbury 3½ firsts, 6 seconds and 5 thirds; Victoria College 1½ firsts and 5 thirds; Auckland University College 1 first and 1 third. The interest in the result was sustained right to the finish and it was only the 440 yards Hurdle Race which decided the day and gave to Otago University



the honour of wresting the coveted shield from Canterbury College, whose teams had held it continuously since the inception of the Tournament. The Ladies' Cup awarded to the competitor scoring the greatest number of points, was won by J. Davie with 21 points. Canterbury College won the Relay Race for the fourth time in succession and was also successful in the Tug-of-War.



[The Official Results are given on Page 19.]
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The Debating Contest.




"Noise proves nothing. Often a hen who has merely laid an egg cackles as if she had laid an asteroid."



—
Mark Twain.




Judges—Hon. Sir Robert Stout, K.C.M.G., C.J., Rev. T. H. Sprott, M.A. and Mr J. W. Joynt, M.A.


The subject chosen for debate this year was the light and airy proposition "That Mr Chamberlain's Fiscal Proposals are fraught with Danger to the British Empire." Auckland University College was drawn to take the affirmative against Victoria College whilst Otago University had to take the negative in opposition to Canterbury College. S. Mays led the way for Auckland and although his attack lacked fire at first he warmed up considerably towards the end. G. Toogood was just the same "old George." He did not exactly demolish Mr Mays, but he got well on to "those vampires" who are preying on British trade. L. T. Pickmere, who followed, had the great advantage of arguing from conviction—and it soon became clear that he knew what he was speaking about. His delivery, however, was too monotonous and his fluent speech was too much wanting in 
verve to allowhim to appeal strongly to the public. H. H. Ostler who was not arguing from conviction, made a good speech. He walked with confidence amidst a maze of figures which he forced on his audience by means of scrolls—written in his own handwriting. The audience did not take the figures too seriously and the "roughs" at the back of the Hall, who knew the speaker's views, palpably gurgled at the thought of "the vultures" who were tearing the vitals of Britain's commerce.


A. S. Taylor broke the ice for Canterbury College. He was fluent and forcible if somewhat mechanical, and showed true human sympathy by stating the case from the point of view of



the "submerged" classes of Great Britain and the teeming millions of India. J. B. Callan made up what he lacked in volume of sound by velocity of utterance—and it was with difficulty that the flow could be cut off. He showed skill in the manipulation of similes and was withal solid in thought and finished in expression. A. B. Chappell, the champion of two former years was well up to his old form. He had a grasp of his subject matter and a skill in turning his points which was almost too didactic in style to get hold of his audience. L. T. Burnard who followed him was much more natural. His sunny smile and bright wit went straight to the hearts of the people, whilst his intelligent grasp of his subject and ready adaptation of the opposing arguments must have put him well in favour with the judges.


Sir Robert Stout announced that the debate had been won by Otago and hearty cheers for the victors ended the proceedings.
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The Dance




The Dance.


The Sydney Street Schoolroom was the scene of this year's University Dance. Some of the results were observable on the Tennis Courts next day when the players who had won their way to the final and semi-final rounds had to play, some of them, from 10 a.m. till 4 p.m. The hall was crowded and the decorations, which had been arranged by B. C. Smith, looked very pretty. During the evening Sir Robert Stout presented the Athletic Shield which had been earned so well by the Otago team that day.
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The Harbour Excursion.




"After the Ball."




On Tuesday afternoon a large party went to Day's Bay by the "Duchess" and Victoria College proceeded tc pay off old scores and, so to speak, slay the Amalekites. This was effectually accomplished by a football match, two hockey matches, and various hampers of light refreshment provided by Mr J. Godber, Victoria College winning in each encounter. The football ground was very hard and so were the remarks of those who had to wait for the second round of Mr Godber's cakes—remarks shouted in unison from the gallery.





Hunger being in some measure appeased a very enjoyable concert was held, to which items were contributed by members of all the teams. The Master-of-Ceremonies was assisted by a small but athletic committee which decided on the next performer and heaved him on to the platform. Such a committee was not to be gainsaid and it did its work with so much judgment and skill that the fun was fast without being uproarious. At 9 o'clock the "Countess" left for town and the holiday was over.
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The Meeting of Delegates.





"Such grave and goodly councillors! such tea! such pies!



Happy events from these must surely rise."



—
Neave.



While the "Countess" was making her way across the harbour the delegates began a meeting which ended in—a pie-shop. The "still-vex'd" question of eligibility was discussed but no change was instituted. An important alteration was made, however, in the Tennis Rules, The number of entries for the Tennis Championships, which had been fixed at two from each College for each event after the 1905 Tournament, was amended so that in the Ladies' Singles and Doubles three entries should be allowed. The idea was that the Tennis programme should be curtailed owing to the shortness of time for the events and the strain placed on those who are left in three events on the last day. It was pointed out, however, that as Tennis gives the one chance of representation to the ladies it would be unwise to further limit the number—especially as ladies' matches might be arranged on Easter Monday morning.
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The Parting




The Parting.





"A holy sacrament! a most unholy noise."



—
Foster.



The Auckland team was cheered away by the Manawatu train on Wednesday morning, and the scene at the "Mararoa" in the evening was one of wild, hilarious uproar. Behind the shouting and the cheering was the firm friendship of comrades-in-arms, proved many times in five hard days, and the knowledge that these were "jolly good fellows" every one.
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Official Results


Athletic Championships 
(Easter Monday).
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Neapolitan Notes.



By Professor Kirk.
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aples impresses itself strongly on the mind of the man that visits it for the first time, and the impression that it makes is quite curious in its combination of pleasure and disgust. As one enters the Bay from the south, passing between beautiful Capri and the Campanella with its sides fenced for vineyards, the beauty of the scene gives one pleasure that is quite unmixed. And the view of Vesuvius and the lower hills, of the sites of Pompeii and Herculaneum, of the suburbs of Naples and of Naples itself seems only to make that pleasure greater. The first 'jar' comes gently as a boat draws alongside with a party of alleged musicians on board. They play the mandolin and the violincello not badly and they sing. This last is quite unpardonable for their voices are strident and unpleasant. Of course coins are thrown to them, which coins one of the women catches deftly in an open parasol. It is fair to say that later experience leads me to the conclusion that the Italian voice is generally pleasant.


One goes ashore in a tender and is dropped among a horde of Customs officials and of porters and hangers on. Here tips judiciously expended will effect much, for even if you have nothing dutiable you are liable to infinite delay and annoyance. Indeed you have entered the land of corruption, where men must be paid not only for doing things legal and illegal, but even for standing aside and letting you go your way in peace—though whether all the mints of Europe have ever coined money enough to secure one traveller an unmolested passage through an Italian town is at least doubtful. Indeed the troubles begun in the Custom house—where, incidentally, four men fight for your portmanteau and the strongest settles the matter by kicking the rest in the stomach—follow you all through Italy. If you have a 
currozella you are lucky if you don't find one vampire dash past you to open the door, for which, of course, he expects to be paid, and another seize your umbrella and pass it to you, for which, equally of course, he expects to be paid. But I must rigidly determine to quit this grievance for the present, or these notes will be nothing but a disquisition on the subject of tips. Only when you enter a railway station in Italy, — but no, I'll keep the vow I swore.


In Naples, as in other Italian towns, one is struck by the fact that the middle class women frequently, and the women of the lower classes nearly always, go about without hats. Possibly



it is from that cause that they have such beautiful heads of hair. Probably any young woman who, in one of our towns should dare to go bareheaded, would outstrip all competitors in the matrimonial race—her husband would have so much more money to spend on tobacco. These beautiful heads of hair in Naples appear to require the attention that only a huntress can give, for on a fine Sunday afternoon one sees this attention being given in the doorways or on the side-walk, when there is a side-walk.


The donkey is much in evidence as a beast of burden in Naples, and his burden is often a heavy one indeed. Moreover he is often very small. It seems as if the load he can carry is in inverse proportion to his size. It is odd to see a donkey and an ox yoked together to the same cart. Every possible partnership of horse, mule, donkey and ox is to be seen. The horses are small but usually strong. The horses one sees in private equipages are among the finest in the world.


What proportion of the population of Naples consists of priests, what of soldiers and what of uniformed civilians, is probably known to some one.


The lightheartedness of the Neapolitan is proverbial, and well it may be so. We see nothing like it. One sees calculating faces (and is impressed with the belief that the calculating concerns the over-reaching of strangers) everywhere, but anxious faces are rare. In the evening and at other times of relaxation singing and laughter are everywhere. One could learn to love these people, but it would be much easier to learn to love them if they were clean.


The filthiness of many of the beggars constitutes their chief merit. Others have the great merit of being cripples, and these usually achieve the merit of dirtiness as well. Their habits would draw upon them the ire of Dr. Mason from a distance of a hundred miles. I have seen dirty Maori kaingas, but I have seen no kainga where a man sees and smells the filthiness that disgraces several of the narrow streets through which tourists from all over the world drive between Naples and Pompeii.


Of all things in the neighbourhood of Naples nothing is so well worth seeing or so impressive as Pompeii. However much one has read and thought about the place the reality comes home to one with a freshness and force that are marvellous. And the marvel is as great on the second visit as on the first. Probably it would not be less on the twentieth. If one visited Naples a hundred times he would probably visit Pompeii as often. The way to enjoy a visit is to chase the guide off and to give some one of the troublesome officials a "tip" to keep himself and the rest away, and then just let the spirit of the



place work into one. In Rome the same thing applies at the Coliseum and the Roman Forum and at most places that have a long and impressive history.


The museum at Naples, where many of the treasures from Pompeii are placed, is a vast place and its interest is no less vast. A man could spend weeks there even if he had none of the archæologist's instincts. An archæologist could spend his life there.


The Aquarium of the Biological station is a very fine one in all respects—splendidly appointed and magnificently managed. The director, Dr Dörn, is quite used to entertaining the monarchs and other great ones of Europe and he succeeds in gaining their interest. He has promised to try, if ever he gets the chance, to interest Mr Seddon in the cause of an observing station at Wellington.


The mention of the Aquarium reminds me that my impression in regard to the Mediterranean is that it is not so blue as it's painted. It is blue for an Englishman, blue, too, for a New Zeallander, though not noticeably bluer than some of his own seas.


I went to Europe mainly to see laboratories and I saw them—many of them. It was a fine thing to see them and a finer thing to see the men that conduct them. I'm not going to give a description of any of the places here, but shall note two general features. The first is that at nearly all they spend money freely and can therefore do with ease what we in Wellington can, at best, hope that our successors may achieve. The second is that the men are generally ready to complain that there is too little money available for what ought to be done. This at first seems strange to us who have so little, but it is really a natural and healthy feature, for what progress should we make if we were satisfied? I should like to note a third general feature—at most of the great laboratories they recall with pleasure the small beginnings and look back with pride upon the hardships of the earlier days. Now this fills me with dismay, for if these men are proud, one of having started in a two-roomed cottage, another of having begun in the unsuitable surroundings of a noisy street, and so on, into what an insufferable condition of pride may we not fall, we who for three years have sought refuge in a single small room used throughout the day as a kinder-garten school; a room into which, when we occupy it at night, float the noises made by the sons of Belial that congregate outside, and a room in which lectures have many a time been broken in upon by the noise of the noisiest traction engine that ever was built! When we reach Salamianca Road the comparative ease and glory of our surroundings will necessitate the further provision of a cellar in which we may sit occasionally in sackcloth and ashes lest we become too conceited to be borne.
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November Examination Results.





"And smooth success



Be strewed before your feet."



—
Ant. and Cleo.



The following students of Victoria College passed their several examinations last November:—



Honours in Arts.—Maud M. Rigg, second class in Mathematics and Mathematical Physics; Isabel Robertson, third class in Mathematics and Mathematical Physics; P. W. Robertson, first class in Cheml istry; F. P. Wilson, second class in Politica-Science.



Master of Arts.—R. E. Rudman.



Senior Scholarship.—M. W. E. Sprott, in Greek.



First Section, B.A.—Jessie O. Abernethy; H. R. Billing (or first L.L.B.); Elsie M. Bollinger; Margaret E. Dale; Ada Eastwood; J. A. Eccleton (or first L.L.B.); A. Fair (or first L.L.B.); W. Gillanders; J. C. Gleeson (or first L.L.B.); Jessie Gordon; J. W. Hannan (or first L.L.B.); E. W. Haslam; F. P. Kelly (or first L.L.B.); G. H. Marshall; H. G. R. Mason (or first L.L.B.); H. F. O'Leary (or first L.L.B.); W. V. Rout (or first L.L.B.); P. J. Scantlebury (or first L.L.B); Flo. Scott; T. E. Y. Seddon (or first L.L.B.); Anastasia I. Slowey; Clara M. Taylor; Helen A. Taylor; W. R. Tuck; Isabel E. S. Watson; Ailé Woodham; Gladys M. Wyatt.



Final B.A.—E. W. Andrews: Mary Baker-Gabb, Edith M Evans; F. W. Gamble; Mary E. Hales; Ethel E. M. Martin; Zoë E. Poynter; Christina M Ross; Mabel C. Seagar; Annie J. Smythe; M W. E. Sprott; J. Williamson; W. H. Wilson, Frances M. Wolters.



Second Section, L.L.B.—C. B. Collins; E. J. Fitzgibbon; T. Jordan, M. A.; P. O'Dea, B.A.; W. Perry; A. Tudhope.



Final L.L.B.—H. H. Ostler; A. H. Johnstone; J. L. Stout; G. H. Fell,



Final B.Sc.—E. King, M.A.; E. E. A. T. Rigg.



Final Solicitors' Law.—A. A. Bennett; L. A. Elliot.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




The Spike or Victoria College Review, June 1905

Debating Society







Debating Society







"Thou dost speak masterly,



My life upon it, young though thou art."



—
Twelfth Night.
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THE debates that have so far been held, give promise of a very successful year. Some of the younger members have spoken on various occasions and though, as yet, there has been no appearance of an orator to take the place of those who have lately gone from us, several have created the impression, that with practice, they will develop into sound, if not eloquent speakers. Perhaps from the nature of the subjects chosen, tendency to substitute assertion for argument has been rather noticeable.


It is to be regretted that none of the ladies have as yet, felt moved to speak, though it cannot be admitted that they are not now so fluent as in former years.


A debating tournament, controlled by the Executive of the "Union Parliament," has been inaugurated. The Victoria College Society has been entered and hopes are entertained that its representatives will be well up.


It may be mentioned here for the information of students in general, and of the Society's representatives in particular, that the "Union Parliament" meets on alternate Tuesdays at 8 o'clock in the Y.M.C.A. rooms, The next meeting will be on July 4th. It has been thought that some of our members must have mistaken the time or place of meeting.


The Society is to be congratulated on now having funds to provide a prize for the most consistent debater. The amount for this year will be about £2 10s. and it is hoped that the prize, which will be awarded on points allotted to the five best speakers at each ordinary meeting, will stimulate a keener competition to catch the Chairman's eye.










The Debates.


At the first meeting, W. Perry with the calmness, if not the readiness of a veteran speaker, moved a resolution apprehending dire results if the ultimate issue of the present war is in favour of the Japanese. The speaker seemed to find inspiration in the manipulation of his watch chain, and this tided him over some difficult places. P. W. Robertson followed in reply, arguing on the authority of a "bagman" who has written a book on the subject, that fear of Japanese competition is a mere bogey. This authority and the fervid eloquence of V. B. Willis was sufficient to defeat the motion.


At the second debate, R. Mason endeavoured to prove "That the concentration of population in cities is productive of mental and physical inferiority." He quoted numerous figures, as was fitting in the head of the Society's treasurer, but his speech would have been more interesting if he had given rein to his imagination instead of so closely confining himself to detailing statistics.


F. P. Kelly, on the other hand, refused to take account of figures as he considered like old Gorgon Graham that "If figures don't lie, it's only because they can't talk." By a piece of special pleading, he appealed to his audience to say whether they would dare to deny the superiority of the charms of the city ladies to those of their "country cousins," though he admitted that it was alleged the aforesaid charms were due to Art and not to Nature. In the face of so large a number of ladies the audience did not dare deny it, and the motion was defeated by an overwhelming majority.


At the third meeting, the proceedings took the form of a "Mock Parliament," all members of the Society being, for the nonce, members of the House of Commons. A. Tudhope, as Premier, introduced a bill to abolish the House of Lords, substituting in its place an elective Chamber. H. Vickery, in a style which appeared to be carefully modelled on that of the noble lord who proposed the bride's health at the wedding party in "David Copperfield," opposed the bill as Leader of the Opposition. He was supported by J. Davie and W. Gillanders, while E. J. FitzGibbon and J. A. Brailsford were members of the Government. That well-known authority 'Taswell-Langmead' having been frequently cited FitzGibbon claimed



to be a higher authority still and to prove it, gave an historical disquisition on the House of Lords, which would have saddened the heart of the College lecturer in Constitutional History. The Clerk of the House as 'custos rotulorum' referred members to the records of the Honourable House for authorities; the effort was evidently too much for him, for he shortly afterwards disappeared.
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"Thou dost speak masterly,



My life upon it, young though thou art."



—
Twelfth Night.
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THE debates that have so far been held, give promise of a very successful year. Some of the younger members have spoken on various occasions and though, as yet, there has been no appearance of an orator to take the place of those who have lately gone from us, several have created the impression, that with practice, they will develop into sound, if not eloquent speakers. Perhaps from the nature of the subjects chosen, tendency to substitute assertion for argument has been rather noticeable.


It is to be regretted that none of the ladies have as yet, felt moved to speak, though it cannot be admitted that they are not now so fluent as in former years.


A debating tournament, controlled by the Executive of the "Union Parliament," has been inaugurated. The Victoria College Society has been entered and hopes are entertained that its representatives will be well up.


It may be mentioned here for the information of students in general, and of the Society's representatives in particular, that the "Union Parliament" meets on alternate Tuesdays at 8 o'clock in the Y.M.C.A. rooms, The next meeting will be on July 4th. It has been thought that some of our members must have mistaken the time or place of meeting.


The Society is to be congratulated on now having funds to provide a prize for the most consistent debater. The amount for this year will be about £2 10s. and it is hoped that the prize, which will be awarded on points allotted to the five best speakers at each ordinary meeting, will stimulate a keener competition to catch the Chairman's eye.
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The Debates.


At the first meeting, W. Perry with the calmness, if not the readiness of a veteran speaker, moved a resolution apprehending dire results if the ultimate issue of the present war is in favour of the Japanese. The speaker seemed to find inspiration in the manipulation of his watch chain, and this tided him over some difficult places. P. W. Robertson followed in reply, arguing on the authority of a "bagman" who has written a book on the subject, that fear of Japanese competition is a mere bogey. This authority and the fervid eloquence of V. B. Willis was sufficient to defeat the motion.


At the second debate, R. Mason endeavoured to prove "That the concentration of population in cities is productive of mental and physical inferiority." He quoted numerous figures, as was fitting in the head of the Society's treasurer, but his speech would have been more interesting if he had given rein to his imagination instead of so closely confining himself to detailing statistics.


F. P. Kelly, on the other hand, refused to take account of figures as he considered like old Gorgon Graham that "If figures don't lie, it's only because they can't talk." By a piece of special pleading, he appealed to his audience to say whether they would dare to deny the superiority of the charms of the city ladies to those of their "country cousins," though he admitted that it was alleged the aforesaid charms were due to Art and not to Nature. In the face of so large a number of ladies the audience did not dare deny it, and the motion was defeated by an overwhelming majority.


At the third meeting, the proceedings took the form of a "Mock Parliament," all members of the Society being, for the nonce, members of the House of Commons. A. Tudhope, as Premier, introduced a bill to abolish the House of Lords, substituting in its place an elective Chamber. H. Vickery, in a style which appeared to be carefully modelled on that of the noble lord who proposed the bride's health at the wedding party in "David Copperfield," opposed the bill as Leader of the Opposition. He was supported by J. Davie and W. Gillanders, while E. J. FitzGibbon and J. A. Brailsford were members of the Government. That well-known authority 'Taswell-Langmead' having been frequently cited FitzGibbon claimed



to be a higher authority still and to prove it, gave an historical disquisition on the House of Lords, which would have saddened the heart of the College lecturer in Constitutional History. The Clerk of the House as 'custos rotulorum' referred members to the records of the Honourable House for authorities; the effort was evidently too much for him, for he shortly afterwards disappeared.
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Students! You would greatly assist us by patronising our advertisers. In doing so, don't forget to mention the '
Spike.'
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"The Ball no question makes of Ayes and Noes,



But Here or There as strikes the Player goes."



—
Omar.
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The Hockey Club has entered upon its fifth year in a very promising way, the large increase in the number of playing members enabling four teams to be entered for Championship matches—one for the senior, one for the junior and two for the third-class championship. The IIIA Team is up to junior standard and it was a pity that the team could not be entered for that class, but owing to scarcity of grounds the association had to arrange the teams so that two stood out each Saturday, and the most convenient way of doing so was to have an odd number of entries for the junior and third-class competitions, thus having one bye each Saturday in each competition.


This year the Club is arrayed in its new jerseys of green with the College Coat of Arms worked in gold on the left breast. The 1st XI has lost the services of several of last year's men. H. W. King has gone over to the footballers, and is there acquitting himself as an ex-hockeyite should. G. S. Prouse is still a gentlemen at large in the Old Country, and R. Hope is showing Harvard students how the noble game of Hockey is played by New Zealanders. Though our losses were great, the new bloods, Skelly, Gower, Watson, Furby and Oram, have certainly added life to the team, and now that feeling which the team experienced last year that it was fighting against great odds has entirely disappeared, and though sometimes beaten the team is playing with a "life" it never had before.


This improvement in our battle spirit may no doubt be due to a variety of causes, but we are inclined to think that the approaching completion of the College walls, on which silver challenge shields will show to advantage, has induced a strenuous desire on the part of the youthful hockeyist to win immortality by gaining the championship. Whatever the cause may be it is gratifying to know that there is this year a substantial improvement in the standard of College hockey.





The following notes—extracts from an article by an enthusiastic follower of the game—may prove of interest; we regret that space forbids us quoting at length.


"The Seniors have been strengthened this year in all departments. Amongst the additions is Skelly, a safe and willing man whose defence is hard and sure, while his aggressive play is vigorous. Gower, a last year's B team man, is one of the most promising of the younger members. Oram, although one of the youngest players in the team, already shows that he has an aptitude for the game which will, unless he is careful, one day place him among the 'Reps.' Furby, who was promoted this year, has been developing those qualities which, in a back, delight the hearts of anxious forwards, although he still lacks that decision and confidence which only comes with experience.


"The Juniors are slowly but steadily acquiring that feeling of being a machine which is absolutely essential to success. The Third Class A team contains much raw material of the best, and there is little doubt that the team will move up a class 'en bloc' next year. The B's suffer in being the youngest team and in having to serve as feeders to the others. They are unfortunate also in having to put up with the bad grounds, but as the future of College hockey depends to a large extent upon them, we would urge on them not to be discouraged."


- - - -


1st 
Eleven.


	V.C. v. Karori. Drawn, 3—3. Dixon (2) and Beere scored for College.

	V.C. v. Waiwetu. Won, 3—2. Prouse (3) scored for college.

	V.C. v. United. Lost, 2—1. Beere scored for College.

	V.C. v. Wellington. Draw, 4—4. Beere (2), Gower and Oram successfully placed the ball between the posts.




Junior Team.


	V.C. v. Welling. Lost, 3—2. Bee and Wilde scored. A fairly even game, in winch we showed spasmodic splashes of brilliancy.

	V.C. v. Thorndon. Lost, 5—3. Our goals were obtained by Wilde, Bee and Willis.



	V.C. v. Karori. Won, 1—0. At last we have struck true form. Everyone played well and Willis notched the solitary goal. This is the first time the junior team has ever beaten Karori.




Team III A.


	V.C. v. United. Won, 5—2. The scorers were Lee (1), Macalister (1), Macmorran (2) and Oram (1). These four forwards all did well. The team played with very fair combination considering that it was the first match of the season.

	V.C. v. V.C. IIIB. Won, 14—0. The decisive victory was largely due to the superiority of the IIIA forwards, all of whom scored. Oram worked particularly well. IIIB played a man short.

	V.C. v. Karori. Won, 2—1. The most even match so far. Mackenzie and Macmorran scored.




Team III B.


	This team comprises a large proportion of new players, and, so far, has not had a win. However, their combination is improving and it is hoped that a better record will be shown at the end of the season. The following are results of matches played: —

	V.C. v. Wellington. Lost, 5—1. This being the first game of the season the play was not of a very scientific order, the Wellington team proving superior. Smith scored for the College team.

	V.C. v. V.C. IIIA. Lost, 14—0. Our A team proved too strong and the B's men unable to defend their goal against the forward rushes of the A's headed by Oram.

	V.C. v. Thorndon. Lost, 6—0. The game was played at Waiwetu, and was a hard fight from beginning to end. The College team played with 10 men and showed a marked improvement on their previous displays.
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"And the game was so terrific that ere half the time was gone,



A spectator's leg was broken just from merely looking on."



—
A. Paterson.
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THE popularity of Hockey as a form of sport in which the ladies might rival the athletic prowess of the sterner sex is very much in evidence in Wellington. The fair students of Victoria College have become imbued with the spirit of the day, and as a result we have in the Ladies' Hockey Club a most flourishing institution, that by a sympathy born of hard knocks, and combination on the field of play, is doing much to promote that feeling of comradeship which makes our college life more pleasant and more profitable.


We are eagerly looking forward to a time—in the near future, we hope—when each Saturday afternoon will witness three teams of energetic females disporting themselves on the field, armed to do battle for the cause. At present our position is rather an unhappy one. We have more than enough members for two teams and yet not enough for three. We believe that the Men's Hockey Club has some difficulty in filling places in their 3B team. Would united action solve the problem?


Among the new members several already show great promise, and should they continue to improve as they have done, the members of the first team will have to look to their laurels.


Both teams are sadly in need of coaching. However, what is lacking in skill and experience is compensated for by energy. If enthusiasm goes for anything Victoria College should easily win 'the rose bowl' this year.





The annual General Meeting on the 30th of March was chiefly characterised by a general confusion. The chairman at times experienced much difficulty in keeping order.


As a result of a recent sad experience the members of the first team now fully sympathise with those members of the Men's Seniors who can no longer "eagerly devour" afternoon tea on the Day's Bay boat after their hard-earned "victories."


The only casualty to record so far is a "bashed" finger. By the time that this appears in print we hope to see Miss Ludwig back in the fray with all her fingers.


Victoria College has been more fortunate this year than some other Clubs in the matter of grounds. In addition to having the use of the Wellington Hockey Club's ground at Miramar, we have been granted permission to play at the Newtown Park, a permission of which, so far, we have been unable to avail ourselves.


During the Easter Tournament a match was played at Day's Bay. A team of V.C. players was to have played a team of visitors. However, as the visitors could not muster a full team the numbers were made up from the remaining College members. The result was a win for Victoria College by six goals to one. Being the beginning of the season everyone was suffering from lack of training—some few from the dance of the previous night. Miss Rae Eckford, of Canterbury College, captained the visitors.


The most important business at the Annual General Meeting, was the consideration of the several clauses of a constitution. After considerable discussion the matter was left to the incoming committee to make a final decision.


Some amusement was caused by the reading of the Balancesheet. The Treasurer was pleased to be able to report that, without having received the monetary assistance asked for from the Students' Association, there was the magnificent balance of one penny.


The results to date are as follows:—



First Team.


	V.C. v. Kiwi (at Miramar). Lost, 2—0. The College team was not used to the vigorous style of play adopted by their opponents, but fought pluckily. There was no score in the first spell. Our forwards worked hard, but a good deal of energy was wasted owing to bad passing and feeble hitting when within the striking circle.



	V.C. v. Petone (at Petone.) Lost, 1—0. A fast game from start to finish on a very rough ground. College pressed the attack all through the game but without result. Miss Tavendale "volans" on the wing, played very well. Of the forwards Miss Morgan alone kept her place well. The College might with advantage take a lesson from their opponents in hooking sticks.

	V.C. v. Ngatiawa (at Petone). Drawn, 1—1. The best game so far. The College was very aggressive, especially in the first spell, during which it made its first score of the season. The goal was scored by the Ngatiawa goal-keeper assisted by Miss Roberts. During the second spell the Petone team carried the attack more vigorously into our quarters and their centre forward succeeded in shooting a splendid goal from a corner hit.




Second Team.


	V.C. v. Wellington Ladies II (at Miramar). Drawn, 1—1. The team played one short. In the first spell College lost several chances of scoring by crowding near the goal; but the crowding was not all on our part and Miss Johnstone's score was all the more praiseworthy from the fact that she had to coax the ball past eleven sticks and eleven pairs of feet. Shortly afterwards Wellington scored an easy goal. There was no score in the second spell although the College had the advantage throughout.

	V.C. v Kiwi II (at Karori). Lost, 6—0.
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Tennis






"What is the news i' the Court?"



—
Winter's Tale.






"Hither the heroes and the nymphs resort,



To taste awhile the pleasures of a court."



—
Pope.
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At the recent Easter Tournament our Tennis Team succeeded in wresting from Canterbury College the Challenge Cap, which had already been won by our southern rivals for three successive years. In this connection we desire to congratulate most heartily Miss Batham; for our success was in a great measure due to her brilliant achievements. Miss Van Staveren played well as also did our men, who were prominent in the finals and semi-finals but had the misfortune to fail at the critical moment. Here we might venture to try and impress upon certain players the fact that if they were to attempt less, or in other words specialize more, then, on the whole, their efforts would be crowned with greater success.


The detailed report of the Tennis at the Easter Tournament is given in another place.


- - - -


The time is now fast approaching when we shall be in our new home and we live in hope that we may enjoy the advantages of Tennis Courts at our very door. Otago University and Canterbury College have been in this position for years and even in the depth of winter their courts are occupied with enthusiasts passing a "weary" hour in between the lectures. A sub-committee has been appointed, consisting of the secretary, F. P. Wilson and F. A. de la Mare, to further matters in this direction. Mr Sladden, an ex-student, has kindly consented to prepare plans and there is a possibility that we may obtain four courts.





Our membership this year has increased to 56 and we are now in a position to have two delegates to the Wellington Lawn Tennis Association. Last year this office was filled by Messrs Richmond and Graham.


- - - -


The Tennis Club is in a most fortunate position with regard to trophies. Not only have we the most magnificent challenge shield presented by the Professorial Board, but Professors Mackenzie and von Zedlitz have presented us with handsome trohpies for handicap events.


- - - -


After some deliberation the committee decided to have a shed erected on the Parliamentary Courts. This was fitted with lockers which were rented to the members, thus supplying a long-felt want. Our "pavilion" is a great convenience, not only to ourselves, but also to visiting teams. It is so arranged that it may be removed to Kelburne when the new courts are ready and its architecture is of such a style that it will then serve as part of a larger building.


- - - -


In conclusion it must be stated that socially the Club is on as sound a footing as ever, and on more than one occasion it has been surmised that the Tennis Courts have been used as a 
rendezvous. Love games are not unknown and an umpire once was heard to remark absent-mindedly, "Game, Love!" The excursions of the Second Team to the country were extremely popular. notwithstanding the fact that it was necessary to return by the latest train. The moonlight, also, had a happy knack of coming out on such occasions, but this, of course, was merely accidental.


- - - -


On Anniversary Day we journeyed to Otaki with a team of eight men and five ladies, and our outing was every whit as enjoyable those of previous years. Though we won by a fair margin, many of the games were closely contested.


- - - -


In spite of the additional expenses caused by the new building and by the larger supply of balls, nude necessary owing to the greater number of matches that were played, our finances



are in as flourishing a condition as ever. However, we must look to the future, as the formation of our new courts will be an expensive process.


- - - -


The details of the various matches are given below:







First Team.


Wellington Provincial Shield Championship.



First Round.


	V.C. v. Newtown (V.C. Courts). Won, 8—5. All College men in good form.

	V.C. v. Petone. Won by default.

	V.C. v. Wellington (V.C. Courts). Lost 8—5. Both Beere and Wilson were in good form, winning their singles and doubles.

	V.C. v. Brougham Hill (Brougham Hill Courts). Lost. — .

	V.C. v. Thorndon (Thorndon Courts). Lost, 12—1. Miss Van Staveren secured the only win for College.




Second Round.


	V.C. v. Petone (V.C. Courts). Won, 7—3. Beere had a great game with Jackson, eventually winning, 9—8.

	V.C. v. Newtown (Newtown Courts). Lost, 7—6. Games, 88 to 72. Both Prouse and Graham won their singles, 9—8.

	V.C. v. Wellington (Wellington Courts). Lost, 11—2.

	V.C. v. Brougham Hill (V.C. Courts). Lost, 13—0. College players al played indifferently.

	V.C. v. Thorndon (V.C. Courts). Lost 10—3. Games, 101 to 64. Beere won his single against Swanston, 9—8 and Graham against Sloman, 9—8.

	Total Matches played 10, won 3, lost 7.




Other Matches.


	V.C. v. Otaki (at Otaki). Won, 10—7. Games, 112 to 90. Several of the sets were closely contested and the team had a most enjoyable day.








Junior Team.


Wellington Provincial Junior Shield Championship Matches.



First Round.


	V.C. v. Brougham Hill 2nd B Team (V.C. Courts). Lost, 9—4.

	V.C. v. Taita (V.C. Courts). Lost, 8—5.



	V.C. v. Brougham Hill 2nd A Team (V.C. Courts). Won, 7—6. This was the only match in which the Junior Team played up to its standard.

	V.C. v. Khandallah (Khandallah Courts). Lost, 10—3.




Second Round.


	V.C. v. Brougham Hill 2nd B Team (Brougham Hill Courts). Lost, 10—3.

	V.C. v. Taita (Taita Courts). Lost 9—2.

	V.C. v. Brougham Hill 2nd A Team (Brougham Hill Courts). Lost, 11—2

	V.C. v. Khandallah (V.C. Courts). Lost, 9—4.

	Total: Matches played 8; won 1, lost 7.

	Sets for 30; sets against 72.



A team journeyed to Pahatanui and defeated the local Club by a few games.







Club Matches.






	Men's Championship Singles

	Rawdon St. J. Beere.





	Ladies' Championship Singles

	Miss L. Van Staveren.










Handicap Events.






	Men's Handicap Singles (Professor Mackenzie's Trophy)

	J. Graham.





	Ladies' Handicap Singles (Prof. von Zedlitz's Trophy)

	Miss Van Staveren.





	Ladies' Handicap Singles (Professor Mackenzie's Trophy)

	Miss Cox.
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"Here resounds The football field with its discordant train, The crowd that cheers but not discriminates, As ever into touch the ball returns And shrieks the whistle, while the game proceeds With fine irregularity."
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THE Annual General Meeting of the club was held on March 21st, at the Girls' High School. Professor von Zedlitz occupied the chair. Mr. Hunter's motion, passed at the special meeting held last year, that the Club enter a senior team, was confirmed. Though many spoke to the motion, no one was bold enough to predict that we would win any matches in the senior grade, but, of course, that was not our object. We must justify our position this year, in order to improve our standing for next year.


- - - -


Two teams have been entered for the competitions, a senior and a third class. As we had not a sufficiently large membership to play three teams, it was considered safer to enter the 2nd team for the third-class championship, especially in view of the fact that it was liable to be weakened by the necessities of the seniors. This left several men who unfortunately were unable to obtain a place in either team, and our thanks are especially due to those good sportsmen who kept to the club and suffered themselves to be called upon at a moment's notice.


- - - -


Our new jerseys were available before the matches commenced, and now, though perhaps we may be considered the



greenest team in the competition, we certainly look much prettier than formerly.


- - - -


The difficulty as to training has to a great extent been removed, for the club has obtained the use of St. Patrick's College Gymnasium, and regular practices are now held on every Tuesday night. The practical effect of this arrangement is perhaps best exemplified by the saying of that recovering Petone player who had occasion to remark with much feeling, "I never thought that a student could be so hard."


- - - -


The club owes a very great deal to Mr. Hunter, to whom more than to any other its entry into senior football is due. His noble enthusiasm, his generalship, and his ability to play the game, and bear with resignation more than an ordinary share of bruises, are facts that must tell on the future success of Victoria College on the Rugby field.


- - - -


The Secretary of the Canterbury College Football Club wrote inviting a team to Christchurch, to play a match with Canterbury College and possibly Otago. A reply was sent accepting the challenge, and asking what arrangements were being made. No particulars in this connection have yet been received. The Otago University Football Club was also communicated with regarding the probability of arrangements as suggested by Canterbury College. No reply has yet been received, but this is perhaps due to the fact that Otago has undertaken to send a team to Australia to play Sydney University and arrangements are not yet complete.


- - - -


The fact that a team is to visit Sydney reminds us that, two years ago, the question was raised of sending a team representing all the New Zealand University Colleges. Writing at the time, the Secretary of the Sydney University Club said, "My committee are of the opinion that the New Zealand University team should be a fully representative one ... By having as representative a team as possible, the match, we think, would be a greater attraction."


In the face of the above remark, it seems surprising that Otago should undertake to send a team, which from the nature of its selection, can in no sense be considered representative of the New Zealand University. However, Otago is to be congratulated on her football strength when she is able to carry through such an enterprise "off her own bat," and we wish her team every success.





The only real difficulty would arise if it were proposed to play return matches in New Zealand. In the event of such a course, the correspondence of two years ago anticipated matches in each of the four centres, an arrangement principally suggested by the exigencies of finance. Such an idea, however, must have been abandoned, or the secretaries of the Canterbury and Victoria College Clubs would surely have heard about it.


- - - -


A game was played on Easter Tuesday as a concluding event in the tournament, against a team chosen from the visitors, and resulted in their rather unexpected defeat.


- - - -


The following is a synopsis of Championship results to date:—


Senior.—Matches played, 5: won, 0; lost, 4; drawn, 1.


Points for, 15; against, 81.


Third Class.—Matches played, 5: won, 4; lost, 1.


Points for, 39; against, 38.


- - - -


The following are the results of the matches:—



First Team.


	(Captain—
T. A. Hunter.

	V.C. v Athletics. Lost, 3—0. A patchy game in which lack of combina-ation was conspicuous. Goulding and Hunter in the backs and de la Mare in the forwards played well.

	V.C. v Oriental. Lost, 19—0 A great improvement on the previous game, with a creditable result, considering that our opponents form one of the best teams. Our captain was hurt at the end of the first spell, and we finished with 14 men. Bogle's game was one of the best he has played this season.

	V.C. v Wellington. Drawn, 3—3 A poor display of football, chiefly characterised by scrums for knocks-on and free kicks for off-side. We had the best of the game. King scored the first try gained in Senior football by Victoria College.

	V.C. v Petone. Lost, 48—8. We had several emergencies and played a man short, as the result of a chapter of accidents, but don't wish to suggest that this affected the result. It was a case of "try, try, try again" for Petone, varied by occasional rushes of our forwards. de la Mare scored as the result of a dribbling rush initiated by Ostler, who narrowly missed converting. King scored the second try from a passing rush carried on by himself and de la Mare. Bogle converted.

	V.C. v Southern. Lost, 8—4. We were without the services of Thompson, who wag prevailed upon to miss the train up country. The Southerns were better trained. Ostler kicked a very good goal from a mark.








Seocnd Team 
[sic].


	(Captain 
B. W. Millier.)

	V.C. v Oriental. Lost, 32—3. Banks scored. * * *

	V.C. v Karori. Won, 13—3. A great improvement was evident. Scantlebury scored two tries, both of which were converted by Heenan, who also kicked a penalty goal.

	V.C. v Poneke. Won, 9—0. Hogben scored from a good forward rush Millier also cored and Heenan kicked a penalty goal.

	V.C. v Old Boys. Won, 5—3. A good game. Millier scored a try which Heenan converted. Heenan retired disabled, at half-time.

	V.C. v Southern. Won, 9—0. Millier (2) and Freyberg scored. It is said by the backs, that the forwards still go to sleep.
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Our Illustrations.



IN this issue we reproduce pictures of Mr. M. W. Richmond, Lecturer in Law, Constitutional History and Jurisprudence, P. W. Robertson, and our Representatives at the University Tournament.


Mr. Richmond, after four years at Nelson College, spent some years at school near Berne, Switzerland. For a short time he took science lectures at Heidelberg, leaving there to attend I University College, London. Here he was most successful, gaining scholarships in each year, including that for Higher Mathematics and in 1880, graduating B.Sc. of London University, with First-Class Honours in Experimental Physics.


Returning to New Zealand, Mr. Richmond studied for the legal profession and practised till 1900, in partnership first with Mr. C. F. Richmond and afterwards with Mr. T. F. Martin. Since 1885 he has acted as Law Reporter for the Court of Appeal and Supreme Court in Wellington.


In 1900 he was appointed Lecturer on Law at Victoria College and of Constitutional History and Jurisprudence in 1903. In 1904 he sat for and obtained the degree of LL.B. of N.Z. University.


For our picture of P. W. Robertson, we are indebted to the kindness of the "N.Z. Times Coy."
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Christian Union.





Pre-Sessional Work.





"Our birth is but a sleep and a forgetting,



The soul that rises with us, our life's Star,



Hath had elsewhere its setting



And cometh from afar."



—
Wordsworth.





[image: T]
he Universal Day of Prayer for students was observed on Sunday February 12th.


A meeting convened by the V.C.C.U. was held in the Girl's High School. The President read reports from the National Unions throughout the World emphasising the fact that a National Union had been formed in Italy; while the National Unions of France and Belgium were increasing in numbers and influence. The membership of the World's Student Christian Federation now stands at 100,000 students and Professors. Addresses were delivered by the Revs. T. H. Sprott, M.A. and P. W. Fairclough, F.A.S.


- - - -


A handbook designed for the use of new students was issued by the Union on the first day of the term. This handbook is intended to introduce students to College life and activities and to this end, full particulars of all college societies are given.


- - - -


By direction of the Executive, the President prepared a pamphlet "Why Study the Bible in College?" This pamphlet, which has been distributed, is designed to lead students to a thorough study of the Bible.


- - - -


The social to new students usually tendered by the Christian Union was this year, by arrangement, left in the hands of the Student's Association.






April 15.—Rev. J. Gibson Smith spoke on the Parable of Jesus. His address was very instructive and ought to help the Bible Circles in the study of Professor Sallmon's text book. He emphasised the continuity of the Parables and the profound practical bearing they have on the individual life.


- - - -



April 29.—This was a missionary meeting and an address on "The Principles of Missions" was delivered by J. A. Ryburn. He spoke of the aim of missions; their scope; and their motive.


- - - -



May 13.—Rev. G. P. Davys, M.A. addressed a fairly large meeting on "The Divinity of Christ." He dealt with the answers given by the Humanitarian, Arian and Catholic Schools to the question "Was Christ Divine?" He then dealt with the Scriptural, Historical aud Personal proofs of Christ's Divinity in a lucid and striking manner. The address was a model of convincing and lucid argument.


- - - -



May 27.—"Prayer" was the subject for consideration at this meeting. Two excellent papers were read by Miss K. Morgan and J. Christie. Miss Morgan's paper deal with "Prayer and Resolution." One part of prayer was repentance followed by resolution; it must also be marked by faith and submission. Mr Christie's paper dealt with "Prayer as a recognition of the Sovereignty of God." He dealt with the question, "In what manner is prayer a recognition of the double sovereignty over the material and spiritual universe?"







Sessional Work.


Bible study circles, four for women, and two for men, have been formed and meet weekly.


A Mission Study Class was formed at the commencement of the session. "Japan and its Regeneration," was the book chosen for this year's study, and is proving very interesting. We have had a glimpse of the physical features and trade of Japan, the characteristics of the people, its early history, its religion, and the first attempt to introduce Christianity. Our future studies will be on Japan since the revolution, and the



influence that modern missions are having upon the people.


On Easter Sunday afternoon, a meeting was held at the Y.M.C.A. rooms, which was attended by a number of the delegates of the other N.Z. University Colleges. Dr. Torr, of Adelaide, delivered a thoughtful and earnest address on "Spiritual Athleticism."







Religious Meetings.



1st April—The President, W. Gillanders, delivered an address on "The place of the Christian Union in College Life., He answered the three questions; 1. Why should there be the C.U. at all? 2. What does the C.U. do? 3. What is the goal of the C.U.?
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April 29.—This was a missionary meeting and an address on "The Principles of Missions" was delivered by J. A. Ryburn. He spoke of the aim of missions; their scope; and their motive.


- - - -



May 13.—Rev. G. P. Davys, M.A. addressed a fairly large meeting on "The Divinity of Christ." He dealt with the answers given by the Humanitarian, Arian and Catholic Schools to the question "Was Christ Divine?" He then dealt with the Scriptural, Historical aud Personal proofs of Christ's Divinity in a lucid and striking manner. The address was a model of convincing and lucid argument.


- - - -



May 27.—"Prayer" was the subject for consideration at this meeting. Two excellent papers were read by Miss K. Morgan and J. Christie. Miss Morgan's paper deal with "Prayer and Resolution." One part of prayer was repentance followed by resolution; it must also be marked by faith and submission. Mr Christie's paper dealt with "Prayer as a recognition of the Sovereignty of God." He dealt with the question, "In what manner is prayer a recognition of the double sovereignty over the material and spiritual universe?"
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Sessional Work.


Bible study circles, four for women, and two for men, have been formed and meet weekly.


A Mission Study Class was formed at the commencement of the session. "Japan and its Regeneration," was the book chosen for this year's study, and is proving very interesting. We have had a glimpse of the physical features and trade of Japan, the characteristics of the people, its early history, its religion, and the first attempt to introduce Christianity. Our future studies will be on Japan since the revolution, and the



influence that modern missions are having upon the people.


On Easter Sunday afternoon, a meeting was held at the Y.M.C.A. rooms, which was attended by a number of the delegates of the other N.Z. University Colleges. Dr. Torr, of Adelaide, delivered a thoughtful and earnest address on "Spiritual Athleticism."
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1st April—The President, W. Gillanders, delivered an address on "The place of the Christian Union in College Life., He answered the three questions; 1. Why should there be the C.U. at all? 2. What does the C.U. do? 3. What is the goal of the C.U.?
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"What harmony is this? My good friends, hark! Marvellous sweet music."



—
Tempest.
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WITH the approach of the Carnival, the Glee Club has again come to life. It has generally happened in the past that it has flourished exceedingly for about three weeks and has then sunk into obscurity to come forth to charm students on very rare occasions only.


During the past year, really its first, the club has had a very fair amount of success, though the lack of voices, both male and female, has somewhat marred the rendering of the glees selected. To remedy this sad state of affairs, the secretary has been seriously considering the advisability of addressing a circular letter to all football and hockey teams and their "barrackers," and in the college, setting out the advantages of joining, and so having





*"Their savage eyes turned to a modest gaze


By the sweet power of music."



The club, like others, has suffered, till now in silence, from the attentions of those who are only too happy to criticise, but will do nothing to help. They have always been most kind in pointing out defects in the singing, but unfortunately their kindness has in too many cases stopped just there. The club might feel under more of an obligation if those, who did not think the



performances had reached the high level expected of a college club, would give it the benefit of their assistance; perhaps it needs criticism, but it needs help more.


During the year, the Club gave performances on several occasions. Two concerts were given at the Missions to Seamen, and the Club also gave one at the Army Barracks; the latter appeared to prove very acceptable. One of the most successful items was a Maori haka danced by some dozen students in full war paint and feathers. The warriors spent most of the night thereafter in endeavouring to remove the aforesaid paint.


We also materially assisted in the College functions during last year and this. Practice of the songs for Capping Day is now proceeding vigorously, but we still want more singers. Every student who wishes to serve in the good cause is invited to 
Roll Up.




[image: ]





* We think the secretary should select his quotations with more care. We have warned him that the Ladies' Hockey Team may consider this libellous.
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Welcome to New Students.
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ON the evening of Tuesday, 28th March, after an academical silence of five months, the main hall of our foster-home, once more resounded to the joyous sound of festivity, the occasion being the social to welcome new students, given this year by the Students' Association. It took the form of a concert followed by a number of interesting competitions. During the evening, opportunity was taken by G. Dixon, as President of the Students' Association, to ask Professors von Zedlitz and Maclaurin, and Mr. Hunter, on the occasion of their recent entry into the realms of matrimony, to accept small tokens of the esteem and affection in which they were held by the students. The three gentlemen replied with feeling. Professor von Zedlitz reprehending politely but firmly, the attempt on the part of Professor Maclaurin to assume the rôle of guide into these unknown regions. Mr. Hunter apologised for having lost himself in the wilds of New Zealand at such an early of the journey, but hoped that it would not occur again. Hearty cheers, accompanied by the usual musical honours, testified to the popularity of all three, and to the good wishes which those present had for them.


The programme arranged for the first part, was of a very high order, being contributed to by the Misses E. Ward and M. Seagar and Messrs F. P. Wilson and P. W. Robertson. The last named in the guise of a German professor, endeavoured to



instil life into a curious looking creature, which might have been anything from a Cerberus to a rabbit, but which was voted, on the motion of Professor Kirk, to be an extremely rare specimen of the prehistoric 
caniculus auritus. The animal however, obstinately refused to show any signs of animation, and the professor retired with a look of despair, which he but partially succeeded in concealing within the depths of his improvised German beer-mug.


In the competitions, Miss Newman, whose historical and literary knowledge was astounding, proved successful in the "Celebrities." The baby competition however, seemed a matter of greater difficulty, for though a proud mother will without hesitation, recognize in her baby a perfection to which none other can lay claim, yet to an impartial and unsentimental observer, (and no one will say that a student is generally overburdened with an undue amount of sentiment) all babies, especially on photographs, seem to have much in common. However, after a great deal of critical acumen had been displayed on all sides, O. Prouse, who had long been singled out by the ladies, bore off the palm for beauty, with becoming modesty, though many thought that the picture of Professor Kirk, at the tender age of three, playing with his pet frog, was equally deserving. Miss M. E. Cox confirmed her last year's physiological prowess, by recognising all the babies displayed, while W. Gillanders showed some promise in the quadruped competition. The smile on the face of the cat drawn by F. A. de la Mare, spoke volumes for the tenderness and up-bringing of Professor Mackenzie's chicken. R. St. J. Beere proved successful in the Progressive Euchre, playing a great game in which he was presumably partner and opponent, while G. McL. Hogben, displayed great business instincts in the advertising line.


Mr. Hunter having presented the diplomas to the various winners, with becoming grace and dignity, the floors were cleared for dancing, and it was not till well on into the next morning that the last sounds of revelry died away, and Mr. Stormont was able, with a weary sigh, to turn down the last jet.






Tournament Dance.


The attempt to obtain the Town Hall for this important function, having proved futile owing to the enterprise of a bazaar committee for whose benefit, to judge by the priority of the engagement, the building seems chiefly to have been erected, the Sydney Street Schoolroom had once more to be secured.



The hall was decorated with festoons of Lycopodium and other foliage, relieved at intervals by photos of the various College teams, while the supper room presented an equally pleasing appearance. At the beginning, the floor space seemed somewhat cramped, and many ladies who had been rash enough to come in all the glory of a lengthy train, rued their temerity as they saw it trodden under some ruthless heel. Towards eleven o'clock however, after the stern dictator had made the rounds, and driven before him a luckless band composed of those who had tennis to play off on the morrow, the hall was just comfortably filled. Several of the tennis players evaded capture by such skilful tactics as screen movements, and caused great surprise by their reappearance amongst the dancers. The supper was much appreciated, and altogether the dance was a great success, reflecting much credit on the management committee and its energetic secretary, R. St. J. Beere.
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The attempt to obtain the Town Hall for this important function, having proved futile owing to the enterprise of a bazaar committee for whose benefit, to judge by the priority of the engagement, the building seems chiefly to have been erected, the Sydney Street Schoolroom had once more to be secured.
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"None knows the reason why this curse,



Was sent on him, this love of making verse."



—
Horace.
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Epistola Ad Priscum Senatum.




[she perpetrator of the following lines seems somewhat overwhelmed by the magnitude of the task confronting him this year, and has sought consolation in rhyme. The Editors beg leave to announce that they do not necessarily agree with all the sentiments and opinions therein expressed.]



Sirs,




The words of the sage, which say "Honour old age," have received my most careful attention,


But, pray, did you suppose, that the books that you chose, for this year would be passed without mention?


'Twould seem hard to deny, that in years since gone by, on the matter of high education,


In the senate to bask, was no difficult task, nor was learning a qualification.


I can see you sit there, each on plush-covered chair, and you deemed yourselves truly in clover,


And your object sublime, was to minimise time, and quickly to get the work over;


But, Sirs, did you forget, (I enquire with regret), that great haste and good work must unite ill?


And in choosing a book, did you judge by its look, or perchance by its cover or title?


Yet howe'er this may be, all who know will agree, 'twas a crime on such nightmares to start us,


As "
Prometheus Unbound" (full of wisdom profound), fitting comrade to "
Sartor Resartus."


May the Furies pursue, not Prometheus, but you, and to use a renowned Carlylism,


(What it means, I don't know), may you all undergo, a "Supreme Baphometic Baptism."





And each one that prates, how he's crossed o'er Cook's Straits, or on tales of wide travel enlarges,


I should like to have here, O that brave pioneer, so's to set him before Taine's "
Voyages."


Not excessive, I trow, as I think you'll allow, was your knowledge of languages foreign,


And you must have been dense, when you chose, (no offence), such a "shocker" as Heine's "
Memoiren."


That the Senate to-day, is more fit for the fray, is a fact which you all must agree to.


They are able and wise, and of great enterprise, fond of picnics and afternoon-tea too.


In a few hours time, neath the fair southern clime, where next year they will meet for their session,


They your sins could atone, and ease many a groan, that's brought forth by this "libral" oppression.


For you'll surely confess, that some kind of redress, is too urgent to longer neglect it,


So with kindest respects, and with deepest regrets, I remain, yours sincerely,




Dejected.









Lake Pukaki.




When all the world beside, quick lips would praise,



Thou keepest thine own court,—aloof, and chaste.



Lost avalanches, down shale facings raced,



Call dying homage, and the glacier pays



Full tribute, where the sapping water slays



The gleaming ice-forms with a sword of haste.



Thy life the draining sky and sea-rim waste,



But thou and charm abide through cloistered days.





Winged outlaws know thy sanctuary—pale;



Stars climb to gaze upon thy beauty prone;



One on whose vigil Time shall not prevail,—



White with the cares each hostile year bestows—



The chief of all the captains round thy throne,



Great Aorangi guards a queen's repose.





Lake Pukaki

S.S.M.
1902













Victoria University of Wellington Library




The Spike or Victoria College Review, June 1905

Epistola Ad Priscum Senatum





Epistola Ad Priscum Senatum.




[she perpetrator of the following lines seems somewhat overwhelmed by the magnitude of the task confronting him this year, and has sought consolation in rhyme. The Editors beg leave to announce that they do not necessarily agree with all the sentiments and opinions therein expressed.]



Sirs,




The words of the sage, which say "Honour old age," have received my most careful attention,


But, pray, did you suppose, that the books that you chose, for this year would be passed without mention?


'Twould seem hard to deny, that in years since gone by, on the matter of high education,


In the senate to bask, was no difficult task, nor was learning a qualification.


I can see you sit there, each on plush-covered chair, and you deemed yourselves truly in clover,


And your object sublime, was to minimise time, and quickly to get the work over;


But, Sirs, did you forget, (I enquire with regret), that great haste and good work must unite ill?


And in choosing a book, did you judge by its look, or perchance by its cover or title?


Yet howe'er this may be, all who know will agree, 'twas a crime on such nightmares to start us,


As "
Prometheus Unbound" (full of wisdom profound), fitting comrade to "
Sartor Resartus."


May the Furies pursue, not Prometheus, but you, and to use a renowned Carlylism,


(What it means, I don't know), may you all undergo, a "Supreme Baphometic Baptism."





And each one that prates, how he's crossed o'er Cook's Straits, or on tales of wide travel enlarges,


I should like to have here, O that brave pioneer, so's to set him before Taine's "
Voyages."


Not excessive, I trow, as I think you'll allow, was your knowledge of languages foreign,


And you must have been dense, when you chose, (no offence), such a "shocker" as Heine's "
Memoiren."


That the Senate to-day, is more fit for the fray, is a fact which you all must agree to.


They are able and wise, and of great enterprise, fond of picnics and afternoon-tea too.


In a few hours time, neath the fair southern clime, where next year they will meet for their session,


They your sins could atone, and ease many a groan, that's brought forth by this "libral" oppression.


For you'll surely confess, that some kind of redress, is too urgent to longer neglect it,


So with kindest respects, and with deepest regrets, I remain, yours sincerely,




Dejected.












Victoria University of Wellington Library




The Spike or Victoria College Review, June 1905

Lake Pukaki





Lake Pukaki.




When all the world beside, quick lips would praise,



Thou keepest thine own court,—aloof, and chaste.



Lost avalanches, down shale facings raced,



Call dying homage, and the glacier pays



Full tribute, where the sapping water slays



The gleaming ice-forms with a sword of haste.



Thy life the draining sky and sea-rim waste,



But thou and charm abide through cloistered days.





Winged outlaws know thy sanctuary—pale;



Stars climb to gaze upon thy beauty prone;



One on whose vigil Time shall not prevail,—



White with the cares each hostile year bestows—



The chief of all the captains round thy throne,



Great Aorangi guards a queen's repose.





Lake Pukaki

S.S.M.
1902











Victoria University of Wellington Library




The Spike or Victoria College Review, June 1905

Rhodes' Scholarship, 1905. — Won by Robertson of Ours








Rhodes' Scholarship, 1905.



Won by Robertson of Ours.





IN the contest for the Rhodes' Scholarship this year the selectors had little difficulty in eliminating all but two candidates—C. F. D. Cook, of Canterbury College, and P. W. Robertson, of Victoria College. Of these the former had the better record in athletics, and he had risen to the first rank in his own line of study—Classics. But it was generally agreed that Robertson's work in Chemistry, particularly in original research, defied competition.


Of the other candidates C. F. D. Cook had received a "cabled report" telling him he had won first-class honours in Latin and Greek. He was a cricketer, footballer, volunteer and "Dialectician." His high-jumping performances at inter-college sports are well-known. J. W. Shaw, of Otago, is a Divinity student. He is to be capped this year for first-class honours. He played football and cricket and took part in gymnastics and Harriers' runs. He was a leading member of the Debating Society and editor of the "University Review." J. Dinneen, of Auckland, sat for the B.A. examination last November and passed, He was captain of St. John's football team and a good all-round athlete. Ivan Logan is a Wanganui School boy. He had, of course, little chance against grown graduates. Yet in the opinion of many he approached, in one respect, nearer to the ideal set up by the founder of the Scholarship than did any of the other candidates. He appeared to be a "leader of men" and was certainly a good all-round man.






The Successful Candidate.


Philip Wilfred Robertson, known to his friends as "Robby," is Auckland born. He came to Wellington at the age of ten and thereafter attended the Terrace School. Entering Wellington College in 1898 he gained scholarships in each of the two succeeding years. In the third year, at the age of sixteen, he was dux of the school and won the W. B. Rhodes' Scholarship, the Liverton prize in chemistry and a Junior University Scholarship.





Chemistry had been his "pet" subject, and, when he received notice of having won a Junior Scholarship, he went immediately to Professor Easterfield and began work in the Victoria College chemical laboratory.


Meantime he passsed through the B.A. course besides winning the Grey Scholarship. His marks right through were exceptionally high. The only other unusual thing was that in 1902, when he won the Grey Scholarship and passed his degree in four subjects, he suffered an attack of typhoid fever between the terms and degree examinations. The subjects which he has studied at the College (some of them in his spare time) include five languages—Greek, Latin, French, German and Italian; also mathematics (pure, applied and higher), biology and physics.


In 1903 Robertson made use of his special knowledge by winning the Senior Scholarship in Chemistry, in which subject, too, he gained first-class honours last year.


It is not for these successes, however, that a space is reserved for "Robby" in the annals of fame. It is for his original research work in chemistry. Several of his papers have been published in the Transactions of the Chemical Society (London). In the very first of these ("Atomic and Molecular Heats of Fusion") he solved a problem which had long attracted the attention of scientists. In recognition of these contributions to scientific knowledge the author was elected a Fellow of the Chemical Society in 1903, when he had barely reached the age of nineteen. In the same year, before the Australasian Science Congress held in Dunedin, Robertson read a paper on the "Distillation of Fatty Acids in the Manufacture of Candles."


Robertson is an enthusiast in tennis and hockey. He represented the College as a tennis player at the Easter Tournament held in Dunedin in 1904. He has held posts of honour in the junior hockey team. He ran in the 440 hurdles at this year's 'Varsity tournament. He is a good swimmer.


Various offices in connection with V.C. institutions have been held by the Rhodes Scholar elect. The 
Spike prospered exceedingly during the time that he was its financial secretary.


To descend to personalities—Robertson's height is six feet three and a stoop, and his weight is 12st. 3lbs. To his good nature and modesty all who know him will testify.
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Percy Noel Wilson, and 
Horace William Hobday,



Drowned at Port Nicholson Heads on 26th DEC. 1904.



Noel Wilson was educated at the Terrace School, and at Wellington College, On leaving school, he joined the legal firm of Messrs Skerrett and Wylie, and at the same time entered Victoria College as a law student. He sat for the Final Solicitor's Examination in November and the news of his success had been received only a few days before the holiday which ended so disastrously. He was a member of the Port Nicholson Yacht Club and of various athletic and swimming clubs in the city. An enthusiastic and fearless sportsman and a scholar of ability, he gained the friendship and respect of all with whom he came in contact,



Horace Hobday was educated at Wellington College. In 1902, he entered the service of Messrs Findlay, Dalziell & Co., Barristers and Solicitors, at the same time becoming an undergraduate of Victoria College. He had gained the First and part of the Third Section of the LL.B. degree when he met his death. He took a great interest in sport and especially in the affairs of Victoria College. Quiet and unassuming in manner, he possessed in a high degree, the respect and confidence of his fellows.







Irwin Meacham Batham



Died at Khandallah, Wellington



Irwin Batham was educated at the old Cathedral School and Christ's College, Christchurch, and at Wellington College. He became a law student at Victoria College in 1901, and for several years was one of the most enthusiastic members of the Tennis and Hockey Clubs. He was a member of the First Eleven of the latter Club in its first year. Leaving Victoria College to join a legal firm in Gisborne, he was attacked by pleurisy, and by neglecting his health, sowed the seeds of the illness which proved fatal. He was devoted to principle and possessed a resolution and courage which enabled him to endure the greatest suffering with calm and characteristic fortitude. He was quiet and reserved in disposition, had a clear and critical head, a kindly heart, and a clean mind.
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Horace Hobday was educated at Wellington College. In 1902, he entered the service of Messrs Findlay, Dalziell & Co., Barristers and Solicitors, at the same time becoming an undergraduate of Victoria College. He had gained the First and part of the Third Section of the LL.B. degree when he met his death. He took a great interest in sport and especially in the affairs of Victoria College. Quiet and unassuming in manner, he possessed in a high degree, the respect and confidence of his fellows.
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Irwin Meacham Batham



Died at Khandallah, Wellington



Irwin Batham was educated at the old Cathedral School and Christ's College, Christchurch, and at Wellington College. He became a law student at Victoria College in 1901, and for several years was one of the most enthusiastic members of the Tennis and Hockey Clubs. He was a member of the First Eleven of the latter Club in its first year. Leaving Victoria College to join a legal firm in Gisborne, he was attacked by pleurisy, and by neglecting his health, sowed the seeds of the illness which proved fatal. He was devoted to principle and possessed a resolution and courage which enabled him to endure the greatest suffering with calm and characteristic fortitude. He was quiet and reserved in disposition, had a clear and critical head, a kindly heart, and a clean mind.
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N.Z. University Tournament Debate.


Extracts from Notes by the Judges.



IT was no mere complimentary platitude when one of the judges said at the close, that the high standard of the debate had rendered it a very difficult matter to select the victors. It was an admirable debate all through, and evinced careful preparation and thought, as well as, in many cases, a ready power of spontaneous argument and reply. About half the speakers suffered from defects of manner rather than of matter. One or two were subdued in tone, even to the extent of dreariness. while another gave rather the impression of an academic exercise of a somewhat laboured character on freetrade and protection, than of a debating speech intended to convince. In several cases a strong argument failed to produce its due effect through not being driven home by that clinching, convincing manner, which practised debaters know so well how to impart even to their bad arguments. Then figures, too, were handled somewhat clumsily,—i.e. in the manner of presentation. One speaker who had carefully arranged his figures in a form in which they could be seen as well as heard, (which would of course, not be allowd in a legislative assembly), seemed to become embarrassed when the novelty of the proceeding excited amusement, and lost his hold on his audience. Another conspicuous defect was a want of skill in distributing the time. Only two speakers were able to round off their speeches with anything like an ending; some were stopped in the middle of an argument, at least one in the middle of a sentence; while one boldly broke off in the middle of a sentence and got in his peroration, notwithstanding the emphatic appeals of the Chairman's bell. Of course the time was short, and the discipline of the debate was rigid. But if speakers have to speak against time, they should practise themselves against time, so as to give an appearance of completeness to what they say, instead of trying to impress the audience with a sense of the wonderful things which they could say but for the tyranny of the time limit, on the principle of 
omne ignotum pro magnifico. From the point of view of elocution, the debate showed a considerable advance on the debates of former years; but there is still much to be desired in this respect. There was a good deal of bad pronunciation, and a good deal of tendency to gabble; and often, when a speaker wished to be impress ive, the effect was spoiled by a want of fulness and rotundity in the elocution.


In judging of the matter of the speeches, it must of course be remembered that each pair ôf representatives had their side allotted to them, and probably more than one was speaking against his real convictions. The present debate afforded one more proof how open such a question as the fiscal problem really is. Once more statistics showed their well known capacity of being used to prove anything. But the



merit of speakers was shown, not so much in their handling of statistics, as in quick and ready exposure of some partial or fallacious application of them made by the other side. Once more, too, we had the old contradictory dogmas as to who pays an extra impost; and absolutely inconsistent views were maintained with an assurance worthy of Mr. Chamberlain on the one side and Viscount Goschen on the other. Again, in economic prophecies and economic inferences, imagination had as free play as could be desired by the scoffer who regards imagination as a leading factor in so-called economic science. Some of the speakers dealt with the question exclusively as one between free-trade and protection; while others contributed some weighty and thoughtful considerations on the vital problem of preference.


The debate illustrated once more the benefit of this annual contest, not only to the speakers themselves, but to the particular centre in which it is held, as there is no doubt that, after this clear and vigorous statement of opposing sides, the large audience went away knowing more about the subject than they had ever known before. In conclusion, the judges feel disposed to submit a suggestion for the consideration of the Committee: that no speaker be allowed to take part in these debates more than twice. This would prevent methods from becoming stereotyped, and would afford greater opportunities and encouragement to rising talent. In saying this, however, the Judges do not wish to interfere in any way with the discretion of the Committee of Delegates.
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Our Library.



NOW that we are within measurable distance of having a home of our own, we should like to suggest that this is an opportune time for the Students' Association to consider whether something cannot be done towards improving the Library, Whilst we were in the unhappy position of being strangers and sojourners, it would not, perhaps, have been wise to have purchased many books, for which, indeed in our present quarters, there would hardly have been room. In addition to this, the fact that the library has only been available to students within very limited hours, has in a large manner prevented them from using it to the extent they would otherwise have pone.


Yet in spite of this drawback, and the fact that the number of books is very small, most students have been at some time or other, greatly indebted to the library, for small though the number of books may be, they have been chosen with such skill and care that the object aimed at—that of giving assistance to the greatest number possible with the limited means at hand, has been attained.


We do not think, however, that anyone will say that the Library as yet, is worthy of a University College, or that were funds available, its usefulness could not be greatly increased. The question of funds, however, is here, as in a great many other matters, a stumbling block, for it is recognised that the Council is unable, however willing it may be, to place us in this



respect on an equality with the older Colleges.


We think, therefore, that we must help ourselves, and that the Association would be justified in, at least, giving the question careful consideration. We have no doubt that a Students' Library Fund would be viewed with as much favour, and be as well supported as was the Building Fund, or, should it not be considered wise to make another call on the students so soon after the last, an entertainment on the lines of the Capping Day Celebrations might be organised. In the past it has always been noticeable that the students, perhaps from the very fact of seeing the work carried on under great disadvantages, have been united in working for the ultimate good of the College. We do not think that the present generation of Students will be found to be wanting in this respect; and even on the ground that any scheme, which tends to bring students to see that they have a common aim and to promote that feeling of loyalty to our College, ought to be welcomed, something may be said for the proposal. We leave the matter for further discussion among students.






Interest in College Affairs


We wish to make the 
Spike a faithful record of our college life, and a more influential means of promoting the welfare of college institutions. To do so we must rely to a very great extent on the united efforts of the students. We feel that there are many things of importance to which attention might well be drawn by the keen observers of our ways. To them the 
Spike offers every advantage. By a more active and more general in-crest in college affairs, and by a correspondingly less inclination to permit the control of its institutions to be left to a willing few, we may do much to broaden the spirit and promote the general welfare of our college existence.


- - - -


We regret that we are unable to give the total number of students in attendance at the College this year, the lists not yet being made up. There are eighty more students taking lectures in various subjects, but how many of these are new students it is hard to say.





The number of candidates for the examinations held in April, June, November, December and January, 1904-5 shows clearly the increasing importance of the Middle District in University Education.


The substantial increase, and the large number who now enter for the various University examinations speak well for the future of the College.






	

	1903

	1904





	Auckland College District

	251

	261





	Victoria College District

	632

	657





	Canterbury College District

	328

	323





	University of Otago District

	438

	457





The Bible Study Class that is held every Sunday evening at 8.30, is making fair progress in its endeavour to obtain a proper grasp of the Bible. Mr. Sprott, has in the course of these lessons, so drawn on his knowledge of ancient history as to make the study very pleasurable as well as profitable.


Early this year the Class entertained Mr. Sprott at a dinner at the Hotel Cecil. A very enjoyable evening was spent, several of the members contributing songs, W. N. Furby accompanying them on the piano. A display of hypnotic feats by A. Quick was hardly so successful, the subjects being perhaps, too strongminded, and the class seemed rather to doubt the demonstrator's explanations and ability.


- - - -


Since the '
Spike' last appeared, the College has suffered a loss by the departure of Miss A. W. Griffiths and A. H. Johnstone. Miss Griffiths has taken up her abode at Wanganui, where it is expected she will enlighten the natives as to the advantages to be obtained from unlimited hockey. Johnstone has taken a legal position at Eltham, and to his regret—we hope—was thus unable to represent the College at the Tournament. He was, however, unable to resist the temptation of attending to cheer Victoria College on to victory, and to condole with it in defeat. He also laid aside that judicial air sufficiently to enable him to add vigour to the demonstrations of delight which proceeded from the "unruly section" at the rear of the Hall on the night of the Debating Contest.





The late Editor of the '
Spike' refused this year to be charmed by the Association into continuing the good work which he has carried on since first that Magazine diffused sweetness and light within Victoria College. Members used all their eloquence to urge upon him the seriousness of the step he was taking, and to show him the impossibility of filling his place, but he pleaded advancing years and the ruthlessness of examiners, and they sorrowfully bowed to the inevitable. The rest of the staff felt they could not bear the sadness of continuing after the retirement of their chief, and so the '
Spike' has started this year with the handicap of a new—and inexperienced—staff.


The editorial committee would therefore plead for leniency of judgement. Though we have been greatly assisted by the "old hands," yet we are fully conscious that this number will suffer by comparison with former ones. However, as it is our first offence, we desire to throw ourselves upon the mercy of the Court, and ask pardon not for the deed itself, but for the manner of its execution.



Note. Any persons feeling aggrieved, are hereby warned that the subs, have been seen studying the latest work on "Self Defence."


- - - -


At last the Victoria College graduates have a representative on the College Council. Till this year, all graduates residing in the Middle District had the right of voting. As our graduates now number over thirty, the number required by the Act, the power is confined to them. Practically this means that all students are represented, since a majority of those voting are still attending College, and cannot but be influenced by the general feeling of students.


They have at any rate, chosen as their representative, one who has the confidence of all classes of students. Mr. H. P. Richmond, as an ex-Victoria College student, and a Life Member of the Association, may be trusted to work, as a member of the Council, as steadily for the interests of the College, as he has always done in the past.


- - - -


The meeting of the Students' Association of this year presented a scene of peace and harmony rather in contrast to the heated arguments of the last annual meeting. Most of the older



members seemed filled with a modest disinclination to take upon themselves the honours of office; and pressed upon others the necessity of self sacrifice with an unselfishness truly touching. G. F. Dixon, looking upon the Tournament just concluded as his "Magnum opus," laid down the burden of Presidency with the air of one who has done his duty and earned a respite. The meeting would have been pleased to see him fill the position for another year, but he would not be persuaded. The last hours of his term were saddened by those who questioned his ability—as Chairman—to decide on the construction to be put on certain clauses of the constitution.


T. Neuve argued with much ability that the only way to find out what they really meant, was by stating a case for the Appeal Court—this suggestion was received with hardly as much seriousness as it deserved. The Chairman made a firm stand against all suggestions of this sort, as being subversive of his authority, and the peace, which had been threatened, was restored.






Thanks.





"Could you want better profs than these,



O, Nay! Nay! Nay!"



—
College Song.



The interest which our professors take in all branches of College life, was again shown at Easter. Those who could do so, lent their assistance in billeting the visitors, one professor taking no less than three. Two of these were ladies, so the charge was not a light one. All attended at the various stages of the tournament, and by assisting in every possible way, helped to make it a success.






Orchestral Society.





"Music do I hear?



Ha! Ha! keep time. How sour sweet music is



When time is broke and no proportion kept."



—
Shakespere.



During the terms examinations of last year, an attractive notice, executed by our well known poster artist, appeared in the Technical School, inviting all instrumentally musically inclined students, to unite and form themselves into an orchestra, under the impressive title of "The Victoria College Orchestral Society." To this invitation, there responded the magnificent number of six. It is true that nine pianists offered their services, but as the funds of the embryo society would not allow of the purchase of a corresponding number of pianos, (even on



the instalment plan,) their kind offers had to be politely but firmly declined. Nothing daunted, the musical six gathered together in Professor Kirk's laboratory in Pipitea Street, much to the disgust of the frogs and other specimens of animal life, which the Professor always keeps there for experimental purposes. There for an hour on Wednesday evenings they discoursed sweet harmony. The proceedings were occasionally varied by some small boys, who, attracted thither by the strains, knocked at the door, during a complicated trill or delicate cadenza, and enquired of the opener, whether he thought it was going to rain. Such is the power of music. These orchestral practices, or rather concerts, continued for two months, and then like all things lacking support, ceased. A remnant consisting of two violins and two flutes, did indeed under the alias of "The Royal Victoria College Quartet Party," make an appearance some time afterwards, at a Mission to Seamen entertainment, when it seemed to please the mariners greatly. It is to be hoped that during the next recess, the orchestral movement will meet with the success it deserves. We have a Glee Club, why should we not have an orchestra worthy of the name!






Wellington College.


We have again to thank Mr. J. P. Firth, Headmaster of Wellington College, for the use of the College Ground for training purposes. This year as last, Victoria College received every kindness and consideration from boys and masters.






MacMillan-Brown Memorial Prize.


The MacMillan-Brown Memorial Prize of 1904, was award ed to G. H. Scholefield, who last year won the Bowen Essay Prize, He is at present on the literary staff of the New Zealand Times Company.






Jacob Joseph Scholarship.


These scholarships which are awarded on the results of the Honours Examination, were won this year by Miss M. M. Rigg, and P. W. Robertson.
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NOW that we are within measurable distance of having a home of our own, we should like to suggest that this is an opportune time for the Students' Association to consider whether something cannot be done towards improving the Library, Whilst we were in the unhappy position of being strangers and sojourners, it would not, perhaps, have been wise to have purchased many books, for which, indeed in our present quarters, there would hardly have been room. In addition to this, the fact that the library has only been available to students within very limited hours, has in a large manner prevented them from using it to the extent they would otherwise have pone.


Yet in spite of this drawback, and the fact that the number of books is very small, most students have been at some time or other, greatly indebted to the library, for small though the number of books may be, they have been chosen with such skill and care that the object aimed at—that of giving assistance to the greatest number possible with the limited means at hand, has been attained.


We do not think, however, that anyone will say that the Library as yet, is worthy of a University College, or that were funds available, its usefulness could not be greatly increased. The question of funds, however, is here, as in a great many other matters, a stumbling block, for it is recognised that the Council is unable, however willing it may be, to place us in this



respect on an equality with the older Colleges.


We think, therefore, that we must help ourselves, and that the Association would be justified in, at least, giving the question careful consideration. We have no doubt that a Students' Library Fund would be viewed with as much favour, and be as well supported as was the Building Fund, or, should it not be considered wise to make another call on the students so soon after the last, an entertainment on the lines of the Capping Day Celebrations might be organised. In the past it has always been noticeable that the students, perhaps from the very fact of seeing the work carried on under great disadvantages, have been united in working for the ultimate good of the College. We do not think that the present generation of Students will be found to be wanting in this respect; and even on the ground that any scheme, which tends to bring students to see that they have a common aim and to promote that feeling of loyalty to our College, ought to be welcomed, something may be said for the proposal. We leave the matter for further discussion among students.
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We wish to make the 
Spike a faithful record of our college life, and a more influential means of promoting the welfare of college institutions. To do so we must rely to a very great extent on the united efforts of the students. We feel that there are many things of importance to which attention might well be drawn by the keen observers of our ways. To them the 
Spike offers every advantage. By a more active and more general in-crest in college affairs, and by a correspondingly less inclination to permit the control of its institutions to be left to a willing few, we may do much to broaden the spirit and promote the general welfare of our college existence.


- - - -


We regret that we are unable to give the total number of students in attendance at the College this year, the lists not yet being made up. There are eighty more students taking lectures in various subjects, but how many of these are new students it is hard to say.





The number of candidates for the examinations held in April, June, November, December and January, 1904-5 shows clearly the increasing importance of the Middle District in University Education.


The substantial increase, and the large number who now enter for the various University examinations speak well for the future of the College.
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The Bible Study Class that is held every Sunday evening at 8.30, is making fair progress in its endeavour to obtain a proper grasp of the Bible. Mr. Sprott, has in the course of these lessons, so drawn on his knowledge of ancient history as to make the study very pleasurable as well as profitable.


Early this year the Class entertained Mr. Sprott at a dinner at the Hotel Cecil. A very enjoyable evening was spent, several of the members contributing songs, W. N. Furby accompanying them on the piano. A display of hypnotic feats by A. Quick was hardly so successful, the subjects being perhaps, too strongminded, and the class seemed rather to doubt the demonstrator's explanations and ability.


- - - -


Since the '
Spike' last appeared, the College has suffered a loss by the departure of Miss A. W. Griffiths and A. H. Johnstone. Miss Griffiths has taken up her abode at Wanganui, where it is expected she will enlighten the natives as to the advantages to be obtained from unlimited hockey. Johnstone has taken a legal position at Eltham, and to his regret—we hope—was thus unable to represent the College at the Tournament. He was, however, unable to resist the temptation of attending to cheer Victoria College on to victory, and to condole with it in defeat. He also laid aside that judicial air sufficiently to enable him to add vigour to the demonstrations of delight which proceeded from the "unruly section" at the rear of the Hall on the night of the Debating Contest.





The late Editor of the '
Spike' refused this year to be charmed by the Association into continuing the good work which he has carried on since first that Magazine diffused sweetness and light within Victoria College. Members used all their eloquence to urge upon him the seriousness of the step he was taking, and to show him the impossibility of filling his place, but he pleaded advancing years and the ruthlessness of examiners, and they sorrowfully bowed to the inevitable. The rest of the staff felt they could not bear the sadness of continuing after the retirement of their chief, and so the '
Spike' has started this year with the handicap of a new—and inexperienced—staff.


The editorial committee would therefore plead for leniency of judgement. Though we have been greatly assisted by the "old hands," yet we are fully conscious that this number will suffer by comparison with former ones. However, as it is our first offence, we desire to throw ourselves upon the mercy of the Court, and ask pardon not for the deed itself, but for the manner of its execution.



Note. Any persons feeling aggrieved, are hereby warned that the subs, have been seen studying the latest work on "Self Defence."


- - - -


At last the Victoria College graduates have a representative on the College Council. Till this year, all graduates residing in the Middle District had the right of voting. As our graduates now number over thirty, the number required by the Act, the power is confined to them. Practically this means that all students are represented, since a majority of those voting are still attending College, and cannot but be influenced by the general feeling of students.


They have at any rate, chosen as their representative, one who has the confidence of all classes of students. Mr. H. P. Richmond, as an ex-Victoria College student, and a Life Member of the Association, may be trusted to work, as a member of the Council, as steadily for the interests of the College, as he has always done in the past.


- - - -


The meeting of the Students' Association of this year presented a scene of peace and harmony rather in contrast to the heated arguments of the last annual meeting. Most of the older



members seemed filled with a modest disinclination to take upon themselves the honours of office; and pressed upon others the necessity of self sacrifice with an unselfishness truly touching. G. F. Dixon, looking upon the Tournament just concluded as his "Magnum opus," laid down the burden of Presidency with the air of one who has done his duty and earned a respite. The meeting would have been pleased to see him fill the position for another year, but he would not be persuaded. The last hours of his term were saddened by those who questioned his ability—as Chairman—to decide on the construction to be put on certain clauses of the constitution.


T. Neuve argued with much ability that the only way to find out what they really meant, was by stating a case for the Appeal Court—this suggestion was received with hardly as much seriousness as it deserved. The Chairman made a firm stand against all suggestions of this sort, as being subversive of his authority, and the peace, which had been threatened, was restored.
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"Could you want better profs than these,



O, Nay! Nay! Nay!"



—
College Song.



The interest which our professors take in all branches of College life, was again shown at Easter. Those who could do so, lent their assistance in billeting the visitors, one professor taking no less than three. Two of these were ladies, so the charge was not a light one. All attended at the various stages of the tournament, and by assisting in every possible way, helped to make it a success.
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"Music do I hear?



Ha! Ha! keep time. How sour sweet music is



When time is broke and no proportion kept."



—
Shakespere.



During the terms examinations of last year, an attractive notice, executed by our well known poster artist, appeared in the Technical School, inviting all instrumentally musically inclined students, to unite and form themselves into an orchestra, under the impressive title of "The Victoria College Orchestral Society." To this invitation, there responded the magnificent number of six. It is true that nine pianists offered their services, but as the funds of the embryo society would not allow of the purchase of a corresponding number of pianos, (even on



the instalment plan,) their kind offers had to be politely but firmly declined. Nothing daunted, the musical six gathered together in Professor Kirk's laboratory in Pipitea Street, much to the disgust of the frogs and other specimens of animal life, which the Professor always keeps there for experimental purposes. There for an hour on Wednesday evenings they discoursed sweet harmony. The proceedings were occasionally varied by some small boys, who, attracted thither by the strains, knocked at the door, during a complicated trill or delicate cadenza, and enquired of the opener, whether he thought it was going to rain. Such is the power of music. These orchestral practices, or rather concerts, continued for two months, and then like all things lacking support, ceased. A remnant consisting of two violins and two flutes, did indeed under the alias of "The Royal Victoria College Quartet Party," make an appearance some time afterwards, at a Mission to Seamen entertainment, when it seemed to please the mariners greatly. It is to be hoped that during the next recess, the orchestral movement will meet with the success it deserves. We have a Glee Club, why should we not have an orchestra worthy of the name!
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We have again to thank Mr. J. P. Firth, Headmaster of Wellington College, for the use of the College Ground for training purposes. This year as last, Victoria College received every kindness and consideration from boys and masters.
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MacMillan-Brown Memorial Prize.


The MacMillan-Brown Memorial Prize of 1904, was award ed to G. H. Scholefield, who last year won the Bowen Essay Prize, He is at present on the literary staff of the New Zealand Times Company.
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These scholarships which are awarded on the results of the Honours Examination, were won this year by Miss M. M. Rigg, and P. W. Robertson.
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"They have seemed to be together though absent."



—
Winter's Tale.
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AT the Capping Day ceremonies at Auckland this year, the Chancellor commended the Students on the very fair and good hearing they had given to the speakers; he also complimented them on the prospect of having new buildings in the near future.


L. T. Pickmere spoke from the student's gallery and impressed on the College Council the urgent desire of the Students that in finding a new habitation for the College it should secure an ample recreation ground as well. Perhaps our President will note this. Probably we shan't get it, but it is just as well to keep it before the Council.


In the afternoon many good college songs were sung—no remarks are made about the metre—and in the evening a concert was given of which the chief feature was a musical comedietta—'A Modern Hamlet'—three acts—written by L. T. Pickmere. This proved to be one of the greatest successes the College has yet had.


We notice in a Southern exchange an article on Oxford, by J. A. Thomson, last year's Rhodes Scholar. In giving his impressions of the life, he seems specially struck by the slang—which at first is as an unknown tongue; Oxford etiquette, which for instance, does not allow the second year man to recognise the Fresher in public, is also a stumbling block. He seems rather surprised at the "amount" of work done, two hours'



lectures and four hours reading constituting a day's work of which one may be proud.


Otago University has done exceedingly well this year in Senior Grade football. At the present time they tie with Kaikorai for the premiership. Their record is as follows,—Played 5; Won 4; Points for 74; Against 13. This augurs well for the success of their team on the other side. Their back team is said to contain some top-notchers, among whom Heale, the five-eighth is specially noticeable.


From Dunedin comes news of strife. The Professorial Board has issued the edict that no young lady attending lectures shall appear with flowing locks and abbreviated dresses. Surely there must be a lady on the staff of the Otago Magazine, for instead of sympathizing with the victims of professorial tyranny the comment made is "We consider it well that there is a hope of seeing the 
child disappear from our midst."


Perhaps our Board may see the necessity for a similar measure at Victoria College. We announce our opposition to the change.


Canterbury College footballers seem grieved at the hard heartedness displayed by a certain professor in refusing to allow his class to miss lectures during one afternoon a week in order that they may attend practice. Whilst the 'dissolute mechanics' are thus debarred, the football scribe can see no hope for the future of the Club. To cheer him, we may remark that our case is still sadder, since the only field practice our teams can get is either in their matches, or very early in the morning on the outskirts of the city.


The Otago University team is said to give a better exhibition of Rugby, from the point of view of the spectator, than any other team in the competition, and on the occasion of a recent match, a great crowd of enthusiasts followed the fortunes of the game. As yet 
we do not require the services of a band of stalwart policemen to prevent the crowd from encroaching on the field of play.


At the last meeting of the University Council, a letter was read from the Students' Association, drawing attention to the bad state of the footpaths. Our students, who have to wade through a miniature lake, will sympathise with our southern friends.


A comparison of the results of the 1903 examinations with those of 1904, shows that Victoria College is steadily improving



as far as the number, both of pass degrees and honours is concerned.


In 1904 in Arts and Science the Honours obtained by the various Colleges were as follows:—Otago gained 3 first class, 1 second, and 4 third; Canterbury College 4 firsts, and 4 second 1 Auckland 3 firsts, and 2 seconds; and Victoria College 1 first, 2 seconds, and 1 third.


In Senior Scholarships, Otago holds the premier position with 4, Canterbury coming next with 2, while Victoria College obtained one. The John Tinline Scholarship was won by Otago, and the Macmillan Brown Essay Prize by Victoria College.


In 1903, Victoria College only obtained two Honours, a first and a third. Though we are still behind the other Colleges in the matter of Honours, this cannot be considered surprising in view of the fact that nearly all the students can employ only a part of their time in study. In addition to this the College cannot as yet afford the facilities provided by other colleges for those who wish to devote themselves to Honours work.


In passes for sections of the Pass Degree—excluding those n Law, Medicine, or Engineering, Otago is first with 44 passes, Victoria College 43, Auckland 24, Canterbury 28.
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F. P. K-l-y. We think your friend is in error. We hold with you that the remark, "It is not a thing to be deplored if the dregs of humanity do fall to the bottom of the ladder of life." is original. We are not sure as to the phrase 'staked on the pale of public ostracism.'


F. A. d-l- M-r-. We fear from the description of your symptions, a drowsy feeling at debates and lectures, that you have an attack of that dread disease, sleeping sickness, upon you. We should advise you to give up alcohol and tobacco, and to take a little vigorous exercise on Saturday afternoons.


H. B-k-s. The spirit of your communication is not commendable You seem to glory in the fact that your predictions as to the fortunes of V.C. Football Club in the senior championship are being justified. We recommend a course in Ethics.


W. G-l-l-s. You object to the V.C. debates adjourning at 9.30, and seek a remedy. We advise the election of a new licensing committee.


A. P-t-r-n. You should address your letter to the "Times" or "Post." We have neither space nor time to enter into the 
pros and 
cons of a universal twopenny tram fare, though we agree with you that fourpence per evening would prove rather expensive.


W. P-r-y. Your plea for the retention of the judicial functions of the House of Lords is not based on any sound principles of argument, but is rather suggestive of vivid recollections of a thirsty day at Island Bay and the result of the Newtown licensing appeal.


B. W. M- -l-r. We are loth to believe that one of our most learned professors would urge a colleague to toss to see who should pay for the tram fare, especially after hearing the Mayoral remarks on gambling. We feel sure that had you examined the coin, you would have found it double-headed. We should advise you to avoid jumping to conclusions in this manner.


C. B. C-l-s. Your remarks on the ancient and undoubted powers of the Clerk of the House as to the removal of strangers are indisputable in theory. We think, however, that some limit should be placed on the extent of his peregrinations in the execution of his duty.





B. C. S-h. We regret we are unable to print at length your eloquent plea on behalf of the noble game of hockey. We fear that we should perhaps alienate the support of our football-playing friends should we agree that "football requires in its votary an irreducible minimum of brute strength," nor would the clerks in the College feel complimented by this assertion, "Hockey requiring little muscle and less build is ideally adapted to the large class of clerical workers."


Resident of Kelburne. A special room is being made in the new building for enclosing such chemists and public nuisances as the one who recently incapacitated a gang of workmen in the Town Hall by letting loose some powerful fumes.


Failure. Your contribution held over through fack of space. May insert in next issue.







Exchanges.


We beg to acknowledge the following Magazines; 
Canterbury College Review, Christchurch Boys' High School Magaziue, Napier Girls' High School Magazine, Otago University Review, The Nelsonian.







L'Envoi.




We ain't no living's Lyceum,



An' we've got no kit or paint;



But we tries ter switch the limelight



On the 'ero an' the saint;



On shy deservin' critters



Wot 'ang back nigh the wall:



An' on them coves as poses



For wot they ain't at all.





We don't bill mellerdramer,



An' tragedy ain't our line,



But we nobs the run of fellers



Wot fice the rain an' shine.



If yer thinks as 'ow they're wasters



Yer can 'oot 'em orf the boards,



But if their parts did middlin',



The real gent, 'e applauds.






P—r—f—s—r K—r—k. (1) We heartily endorse your suggestion to keep a tortoise-farm with a view of supplying students with hot soup o' nights. Yes, rice is the best porridge for them. Set on a stove and stir gently.


(2) We are now in a position to offer you 10/, by instalments, for a certain giddy young frog done in oils, being convinced it is the original who would a-wooing go.












Victoria University of Wellington Library




The Spike or Victoria College Review, June 1905

[answers to correspondents]






[image: ]


F. P. K-l-y. We think your friend is in error. We hold with you that the remark, "It is not a thing to be deplored if the dregs of humanity do fall to the bottom of the ladder of life." is original. We are not sure as to the phrase 'staked on the pale of public ostracism.'


F. A. d-l- M-r-. We fear from the description of your symptions, a drowsy feeling at debates and lectures, that you have an attack of that dread disease, sleeping sickness, upon you. We should advise you to give up alcohol and tobacco, and to take a little vigorous exercise on Saturday afternoons.


H. B-k-s. The spirit of your communication is not commendable You seem to glory in the fact that your predictions as to the fortunes of V.C. Football Club in the senior championship are being justified. We recommend a course in Ethics.


W. G-l-l-s. You object to the V.C. debates adjourning at 9.30, and seek a remedy. We advise the election of a new licensing committee.


A. P-t-r-n. You should address your letter to the "Times" or "Post." We have neither space nor time to enter into the 
pros and 
cons of a universal twopenny tram fare, though we agree with you that fourpence per evening would prove rather expensive.


W. P-r-y. Your plea for the retention of the judicial functions of the House of Lords is not based on any sound principles of argument, but is rather suggestive of vivid recollections of a thirsty day at Island Bay and the result of the Newtown licensing appeal.


B. W. M- -l-r. We are loth to believe that one of our most learned professors would urge a colleague to toss to see who should pay for the tram fare, especially after hearing the Mayoral remarks on gambling. We feel sure that had you examined the coin, you would have found it double-headed. We should advise you to avoid jumping to conclusions in this manner.


C. B. C-l-s. Your remarks on the ancient and undoubted powers of the Clerk of the House as to the removal of strangers are indisputable in theory. We think, however, that some limit should be placed on the extent of his peregrinations in the execution of his duty.





B. C. S-h. We regret we are unable to print at length your eloquent plea on behalf of the noble game of hockey. We fear that we should perhaps alienate the support of our football-playing friends should we agree that "football requires in its votary an irreducible minimum of brute strength," nor would the clerks in the College feel complimented by this assertion, "Hockey requiring little muscle and less build is ideally adapted to the large class of clerical workers."


Resident of Kelburne. A special room is being made in the new building for enclosing such chemists and public nuisances as the one who recently incapacitated a gang of workmen in the Town Hall by letting loose some powerful fumes.


Failure. Your contribution held over through fack of space. May insert in next issue.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




The Spike or Victoria College Review, June 1905

Exchanges





Exchanges.


We beg to acknowledge the following Magazines; 
Canterbury College Review, Christchurch Boys' High School Magaziue, Napier Girls' High School Magazine, Otago University Review, The Nelsonian.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




The Spike or Victoria College Review, June 1905

L'Envoi





L'Envoi.




We ain't no living's Lyceum,



An' we've got no kit or paint;



But we tries ter switch the limelight



On the 'ero an' the saint;



On shy deservin' critters



Wot 'ang back nigh the wall:



An' on them coves as poses



For wot they ain't at all.





We don't bill mellerdramer,



An' tragedy ain't our line,



But we nobs the run of fellers



Wot fice the rain an' shine.



If yer thinks as 'ow they're wasters



Yer can 'oot 'em orf the boards,



But if their parts did middlin',



The real gent, 'e applauds.






P—r—f—s—r K—r—k. (1) We heartily endorse your suggestion to keep a tortoise-farm with a view of supplying students with hot soup o' nights. Yes, rice is the best porridge for them. Set on a stove and stir gently.


(2) We are now in a position to offer you 10/, by instalments, for a certain giddy young frog done in oils, being convinced it is the original who would a-wooing go.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




The Spike or Victoria College Review, June 1905

[advert]






[image: French German Spanish TAUGHT THROUGH THE MAILS. THE INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOLS SCRANTON, U.S. OF AMERICA. Give thorough tuition in French, German or Spanish. Phonograph and complete records in either of the above languages (without corrected work) at.... £14 10s. 0d nett. Full particulars from.. I.C.S. REPRESENTATIVE I.C.S. Arcade, 55 Manner Street, Wellington]










Victoria University of Wellington Library




The Spike or Victoria College Review, June 1905

[advert]






[image: W. LITTLEJOHN & SON WATCHMAKERS, JEWELLERS AND OPTICIANS. 85 LAMBTON QUAY - - - WELLINGTON Cups - Medals - Trophies A fine Selection in Sterling Silver and Electro Plate Designs and estimates prepared to order. Ordinary Quality and Extra Quality London made Drawing Instruments, Scales, Set Squares, T Squares, Protractors &c. INSPECTION INVITED.]





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7SpikP001(h280).jpg





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik057a(h280).jpg





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik045a(h280).jpg





cover.jpg
THE SPIKE

Vlctorla College Review

JUNE, 1905,

PUBLISHED UNDER THE DIRECTION OF
THE VICTORIA COLLEGE STUDENTS' ASSOCTATION
— i
Wewsoron

Jouuson & Soxs, Peneeszs, Victon Stager.

1903





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik017a(h280).jpg
[y R—

Time (o dstance) Hocord.

Bt | i i ol “Thid one poin)
, 1.1 oy, € — =
100 e |3 e 0 = W.3.0Kwme 00, | MiSw | 1025w
NN e G0 | W. 1. Parkimson, O, | T. . ¥ Neddon, V.0, | 25 15m0. | 233 s
WL Mopew GG | 1 iy, 0.0, W, i, Vo Babme RN
3 e 0 e RS e i, 85 5se| $min,3
W'y o G FD ook CO. | Mowe. e’
Wit 01 CF. D Guok 6C. | Fmin 11 5w 6235 fc
A de b M, V.0, | 3 Davie 0. E Bdwiin GO, | dmin. 35 se0 | drain. s0see.
Yo Jamp € Gity, 0.1, IO Go. | W Kmg VO | 0B | 06w
W me | WOk Ave [0 F D Gk GO, | F A s lilare V0. | ddidins | B tin
0
MRS D olleren .G, | Wk Mekoan, .6, | A Tudbope. v i T e
B i, wog | e 8 im0, | B Panangay AC. BT
Thviue 3 Do, 011 R, 0.0, | W, Wihen, 6.0 st 513
“Ihe following is the onder for the Chaipionship Shield :
Otago University . 52 pointe.
Canterbury College wat
Victoria Cillege 1)
Auckland University Colloge .. 7 .

© Ressrds established.

+ Bl Raelet bl





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik044a(h280).jpg





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik068a(h280).jpg
French

TAGnT THROUGH
German THE MAILS.

Spanish

THE INTERNATIONAL
GORRESPONDENCE SCHOOLS
SGRANTON, U.S. OF AMERICA.

Give thorough tuition in
Fasvon, GEmiax o8 S

‘
R gy |
TSI s






etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik056a(h280).jpg





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik068b(h280).jpg
W. LITTLEJOHN & SON

WATCHMAKERS, JEWELLERS
AND OPTICIANS.

85 LAMBTON QUAY - - - WELLINGTON

Cups - Medals - Trophies
1 fine Selestion in Sterling Silver and Blostro Piate

Designs and est

tes propared to order.

Ordinary Quality and Extrs Quality London made Drawing
Tnstruments, Seales, Sot Squares, T Squares, Protractors &c.

INSPECTION INVITED,





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik028a(h280).jpg





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7SpikTit(h280).jpg
i
THE SPIKE

Victoria. College Review






etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik063a(h280).jpg





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik035a(h280).jpg





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik047a(h280).jpg





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik022a(h280).jpg
{

P 8. ST

UkvusEE
®





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik034a(h280).jpg





tm/scholarly/tei-NZETC-About-copyright.html





Victoria University of Wellington Library





Copyright and Conditions of Use



				
Copyright and Conditions of Use


				

					
In Copyright


					
Where a text is in copyright, all text and images are copyright to the original authors and/or publisher. In copyright texts and images are made available for non-commercial use only. All forms of electronic or print re-sale or re-distribution are forbidden without written permission, please contact us.


					
Currently, a text is shown as in copyright when there is no Creative Commons License visible in the sidebar, and a link to this page is presented.


				

				

					
Creative Commons Share-Alike license


					
Where the original text is out of copyright it is our policy to provide the digitised version under a 
New Zealand Creative Commons Attribution Share-Alike License (CC BY-SA).


					
The Creative Commons Attribution Share-alike license allows anyone to re-use material in our texts under the following conditions:


					

		attribution to the source of the material is included by marking the material with the collection name ("The New Zealand Electronic Text Collection") and the link to the material as found on our website;


		the re-use of the material is licensed under the same license, allowing others to further re-use the material. This means that the re-use of the material must be marked with the same Creative Commons license.




					
Use of the Creative Commons Attribution Share-alike license allows us to make material freely available to the community for re-use, and also ensures that:


					

		any errors in the material can be traced back to the Victoria University of Wellington Library as the originator of the digital reproduction;


		such material continues to be freely available to the community after subsequent re-use.




				

				

					
Examples of Reuse under Creative Commons Share-Alike license


					
We encourage the re-use of Creative Commons Share-Alike licensed NZETC material. Examples of re-use include:


					

		Multiple entries in the 
Mix and Mash competitions run by DigitalNZ


		Blog posts, such as this one about the 
Cyclopedia of New Zealand by IwiKiwi


		Books and other publications


		Museum displays




				

				

					
Other Creative Commons Licenses


					
More restrictive Creative Commons licenses may be used in the cases of copyright texts where the copyright holder is amenable to using a Creative Commons license. You will need to refer to the license text (available by clicking on the CC license logo) for the specific restrictions and re-use allowed.


				

				

					
Statement of Liability


					
While we have sought to ensure there are no intellectual property rights in the material that would prevent copying and other re-use, please note that material on this website marked with a Creative Commons license is released on an as-is basis and with no representations or warranties of any kind, to the greatest extent permissible by law. Subject to any liability which may not be excluded or limited by law, the Victoria University Library shall not be liable on any legal basis (including without limitation negligence) and hereby expressly excludes all liability for loss or damage howsoever and whenever caused to you.


				

			




etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik018b(h280).jpg





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik018a(h280).jpg
(© NEAPOLITAN NOTES.

~





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik001b(h280).jpg
_.@,__





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik065a(h280).jpg





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik025b(h280).jpg





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik001a(h280).jpg





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik025a(h280).jpg





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik009b(h280).jpg





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik009a(h280).jpg





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik040a(h280).jpg





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik052a(h280).jpg





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik024a(h280).jpg





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik048a(h280).jpg
S POETRY. S





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik008a(h280).jpg





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik031a(h280).jpg
N
SP} v





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik043a(h280).jpg





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik003b(h280).jpg





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik003c(h280).jpg





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik039a(h280).jpg





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik042a(h280).jpg





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik030a(h280).jpg





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik066a(h280).jpg
‘A}‘lé\NERS 70 - CORRESPONDEN TS





etexts/VUW1905_7Spik/VUW1905_7Spik054a(h280).jpg





