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Large Scale War:







Large Scale War:


Exactly a week ago Dutch amphibious forces landed along the coast of the new Indonesian Republic and procedeed to occupy the large rice basins which are the principal basis of its food supply. The Dutch forces comprise several divisions as well as considerable naval and air detachments. For the preparations of this attack the Dutch nation has expended half a million pounds daily for several months. The total cost of the offensive certainly exceeded the total American loan of 200,000,000 dollars* supplied expressly for the rehabilitation of the Dutch nation. This action meant treason both to the Indonesians and the Dutch working class. A war is thus in progress between a modern army and a free population of 45,000,000 people.
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Why?





Why?


What are the reasons for this disturbance of world peace? They are that although the Dutch recognized the indonesian Republic by the Cheribon Agreement a few months ago, they attempted after that to retain economic domination which made the effective working of the Independent Indonesian Republic absolutely impossible. In particular, the Dutch prohibited the Republic from exporting any sugar, tea, rubber or quinine although the world is much in need of these products and the Republic could supply them in vast quantities. They did this on the count that Official Status would be accorded the Republic not before the 1st of January, 1949, and that therefore legal export was impossible. Hence the Dutch Navy maintaned a steady blockade of the Republic ports, thus threatening the economic life of 45,000,000 people. The fact that co-operation in the recuperation of Dutch owned factories and plantations did not proceed smoothly under these circumstances, was officially given by the Dutch Government' as the principal reason for what was somewhat inappropriately called a "restricted police action."
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What is the Republic?





What is the Republic?


The Indonesian Republic although officially recognized as a sovereign State only in March of this year, has had a much longer life in the minds of the Indonesian people. Already in the 1920's a powerful movement existed, directed against Dutch colonial domination and believing that the Indonesian people, with their high cultural and ethical standing, had a claim to equality with other free peoples of the world. At that time an abortive uprising occurred in which the Dutch sent no less than a thousand Nationalists, some of them political figures, others mere accidental hangers-on without any political responsibility, to summary internment in malaria infested Digul without any form of trial. Although after that no mass movement-occurred in Indonesia before World War II, sporadic deportations recurred and of the present Indonesian Cabinet there is almost nobody who has not at some time or other visited Digul. Sjahrir, well-known leader, was deported there without a trial in 1934 at the very moment that he wished to join his Netherlands wife in Singapore, because he had the lack of caution to collect the necessary money through a friend's cheque, the issue of which had been reported by the Bank to the Security Police.
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August, 1945.


On the 17th August, 1945, with Japan just defeated, a meeting of delegates from all parts of Indonesia set up a Republic, drew up a democratic constitution and started the building of a free community of Indonesians. Their task was a heavy one. Millions were displaced by Japanese labour conscription, bands roamed the country and a passionate desire for independence felt by all sections of the population led to outbursts which it was almost impossible to guide along constructive paths. In the first few months the tempestuous crowds desired nothing more than to drive the white victors out of the country, not from Japanese sympathies but from dread of the return to pre war domination. Had the Indonesians struck then, great disasters would have been unavoidable. In November, 1945, however, Sjahrir was elected Premier of the Indonesian Republic. His principal policy was, from the start, pacification of the excited bands roaming the country, and agreement between a peaceful Indonesian community and white vested interests. Enemies of Indonesia deride this plan as impossible and claimed that the only hope of pacifying Indonesia lay in the use of Dutch and British troops. It became apparent, however, that Sjahrir's policy would be successful.



In 
August, 1946, the Netherlands Information Service in Batavia gave out the following communique:


"The well-known Netherlands M.P., Mr. Goedhart, has visited Solo, Magelang, Blitar, Malang and Probolingo and has told us his impressions impressions of one observer may perhaps have little value taken by themselves but his statements are partly covered by information we obtained through other sources and from these it appears clear that in the territory of the Republic the community already works satisfactorily. Factories producing the necessities of life are in production; the fields are being cultivated; the food position is satisfactory for the moment and the people live in a steadily developing community. It is true that the Dutch have considered it an axiom that the country could not be run without them. It now appears to be possible."


The offical recognition of the Indonesian Republic followed after much procrastination by the Dutch, in March of this year. The agreement then made allowed the Indonesians full rights in their Republic, which was to comprise the islands of Java and Sumatra, and representation at UNO. Borneo, Celebes and the other territories of Indonesia remained under the jurisdiction of the Netherlands.
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Unprovoked Attach





Unprovoked Attach



In 
July, 1947, after two years of consolidating and pursuing peace, the Republic has grown into a young community finding already its own solutions to bewildering problems with a staff of young civil servants who bring to their task, little experience or expert knowledge but, in compensation, great enthusiasm and a strong will to catch up on their disadvantages and form a modern nation. At this point Dutch-conservatives in total disregard of the Atlantic. Charter and the principles of San Francisco, for no other reason than the forcing of pernicious economic agreements, decided to break down this Republic and put in its place a puppet institution that can willingly agree to demands intolerable to a sovereign nation.





All progressive people in the world must protest against this unwarranted action threatening not only one community in particular but all peoples who want to 
devlop 
[sic] harmoniously according to democratic and free principles. For this reason we have felt the need to express our protest today. In a manner that may seem unacademic but which in fact sabstantiates those ideals of humanism which it has always been the duty of Universities to uphold. We join with an workers in New Zealand and abroad in this action in the hope that the International Organisation of Nations will rise to act and rectify a situation not worthy of a civilized world.


* * *
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Dutch-Indonesian Agrement of Linggadjati, November, 1946





Dutch-Indonesian Agrement of Linggadjati, November, 1946


"Article 16: Both parties will immediately take steps to decrease their armed forces. The Netherlands Indies Army to be completely disbanded not later than 1st January, 1949; the defence of Indonesia to then be in the hands of the Indonesian Republic."


* * *
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General Strike in Amsterdam





General Strike in Amsterdam


"Nobody need have the slightest doubt: this strike was directly caused by the shipment of Dutch troops to Indonesia scheduled tor that day; it was foreshadowed by demonstrations in the city of Amsterdam on the previous Saturday night. This strike had its deepest cause in the uncertainty and suspicion which the population entertained concerning the task and destination of shipments of troops to Indonesia."


De Vrije Katheder (Independent Left-Wing Weekly), Sept., 1946.


* * *
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Indonesian Part in the War





Indonesian Part in the War


"The Dutch wilfully ignore the anti-Japanese aspect of Indonesian Nationalism. Overtly and covertly the Indonesians have resisted the Japanese both in uprisings and in other forms of opposition. Thousands of Nationalists paid for this with their lives. Others suffered torture. Yet others lived like 
[
unclear: hunted] animals."


Sjahrir in his Political Manifesto of November, 1945.


* * *
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Man of Peace





Man of Peace


"We have been through a 
[
unclear: period of] world war which was an embodiment of compulsion and 
[
unclear: brute forcer] in unlimited proportions. Millions lost their lives, billions have been lost in wealth and human values. Poverty and disorder are rife over the whole world. It sometimes appears that compulsipn and brute force cannot be avoided because in general, human nature and morality are not able to rise above them. It is, however, certain that satisfaction can at no time be given by 
[
unclear: compulsion] and have force, that they cannot finally lead to good. If in all our human relations we allow ourselves, to be guided by common-sense and not by the promptings of passions then indeed earth would be a paradise."


Sjahrir during consultations with Lord Killearn and Van Mook


Universal Printing Products Ltd.
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