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This Week — Racism at Home and Abroad
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Even that Which We Had...

        
Dominated by a large income tax cut for most workers (but not students and many women workers) this year's budget was the best the National Government could afford to buy our votes for November.

        
Mr Muldoon described it as a "generous budget". It had to be. For despite the Government's efforts to date the economy has continued to collapse. Production has stagnated and is falling, double digit inflation is still with us, unemployment has risen officially to 38,000 including those on special work (the real figure is nearer 100,000), farming has continued to stagnate and wages and bursaries have been pushed down.

        
The key panacea to make us forget the real state of the economy and vote National in November was the tax cut. It was much less than Mr Muldoon's description of a "9%" wage rise. TV 1 figures on budget night showed that a worker earning $100 a week would get back $3.31 through the tax cut. For most incomes the gain is below 4%.

        
National are hoping that the tax cut will mean a commensurate reduction in the forthcoming wage order. They will also use it to beat down "excessive wage demands". Just co-incidentally it will come into force a month before the elections.

        
Students will get a 9.5% to 11.5% rise in the Standard Tertiary Bursary - next year. It hardly needs saying that the rise won't even cover inflation.

        
Students are also getting nothing from the tax cut. The abolition of the personal tax rebate means an end to the three figure sum most students received back from the tax man about this time of year. The effect for anyone earning less than an average of $57 a week is a 
rise in income tax!

        
The Government's novel solution to the problem of unemployment — driving married women out of jobs into the home — is to continue. About half of married women workers are part-timers. The abolition of the personal tax rebate will mean that they will now pay more in income tax. Mr Muldoon clearly outlined National's belief that married women should leave the workforce and rely on their husband's income. To make the point clearer an increase was made in the tax allowance for single income families.

        
The huge amount of money pumped into farming represented a belated response to the crisis in agriculture brought on by the long term trend to stagnation and falling falling export incomes. It might get a few farmer votes back from Social Credit as a side benefit.

        
The questions of energy and fishing were were dealt with in piecemeal fashion. There seems no clear strategy in these areas. For instance while use of imported fuels is discouraged rail freight rates are to rise substantially — pushing more freight onto the roads and increasing usage of imported fuels.

        
Overall it was a vote-catching budget by an unpopular Government. Ordinary New Zealanders will be paying for its excesses as soon as the elections are over. The country's economic decline demands that of either a National or Labour Government. Both are committed to preserving the dependent economy. Both have no coherent strategy to confront the economic crisis. Although this budget gives us a few crumbs its not enough. Students especially must start now to organise and demand a genuine living bursary. Next year you might not be able to afford to come back to university.

        

          
By James Morgan
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"What? You think you're worth more than five sheep?"
            


        

      








Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Official Newspaper of the Victoria University Students' Association. Vol 41 No. 13. June 6 1978

Editorial



        
Editorial

        
Two weeks ago law students discovered they were about to have fixed pass/fail ratios enforced on them by the Law Faculty. A Special General Meeting of the Law Faculty Club (the law student body) was called, at which Professor Keith attempted to explain the rationale behind the decision and cope with any questions about it which students might have.

        
There weren't many questions; of the 200 students who bothered to turn up many seemed to go away quite contented. One of the reasons for this was undoubtedly that Keith had assured the meeting the Faculty would defer its final decision until more people had had time to consider the matter. As it happened, the Faculty did nothing of the kind, reaching a decision that very afternoon to introduce fixed ratios into all compulsory courses.

        
What have law students done about it? The Club Committee has declined to "express dissatisfaction" with the faculty for not consulting students earlier and more fully, It is worth mentioning that the scheme has apparently been in the air for two years and yet students were never asked what they thought. Whatever one thinks of fixed ratios this deliberate avoidance of student opinion until it is virtually too late must be condemned.

        
The Club Committee also declined to call for another SGM once articles had appeared in Salient and Caveat (the law students paper) explaining some of the background to the issue. The Committee would only ask class reps to discover whether such an SGM was desired. What is the comittee doing? Presumably it has access to more information than the normal run of law students, and presumably it should be endeavouring to pass that information on. In other words, the Committee should be organising to inform students. But not so. In fact, at least one member of the Committee has not written the extensive background article he had previously committed himself to doing. Since our two summarizing articles last week, law students have not seemed interested in pursuing the matter. One might also presume that the Committee felt bound to get a student mandate on the line it would take in approaching the Faculty. Why then does it not feel it has the authority to call an SGM? Surely to do so would be a straight forward part of the administrative function expected of it? Perhaps law students do feel they have been fully informed, and are happy with what is happening. But without any real attempt at a democratic approach to the issue having been undertaken at any level it is difficult to see how this could be so.

        
Many aspects of the proposal need close examination. For example, Legal System students last year will remember the unusually long time it took for their results to come out. Many suspected that this was because the marks were being carefully scaled. Is this related to the fact that the fixed ratios will be determined by reference to average ratios in previous years?

        
The pass rate in Legal System for the last two years has been almost identical and significantly lower than the previous year. The new fixed rate will be only slightly higher than the average of the last two years. Could it be that the Faculty has been scaling marks to prepare for the introduction of the fixed ratio at a lower rate than would appear reasonable from the chosen method of fixation? Remarkably similar statistics have been given for many of the other courses affected.

        
There could be a satisfactory answer to this point. There could be answers to many of the other points which should be raised. Do law students want to know these answers? Is the Faculty prepared to give them?

        
Fixed pass/fail ratios are of concern to all students. It is not unreasonable to expect that once one department introduces them others will follow. Students have the right to be kept fully informed of any developments affecting their study and the right to participate in the decision-making on such matters. But students must be prepared to do something about these things themselves.

        
The old criticism levelled at VUWSA/NZUSA/Salient that not enough time and effort is put into those issues which directly affect campus life is difficult to sustain if students are not willing to lend their time to the issues. Campus organisation is essential if student opinion is ever going to be effective. Your representatives must initiate it, and you must respond.

        

          
Simon Wilson
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Salient Notes



        
Salient Notes

        
Let's face it, you don't give a fuck about Salient. You reckon Simon Wilson is a vicious liar and you want him to resign. You know that albatrosses don't grow from bulbs or cuttings yet you get idiots like Jonathan Scott and David Murray using Salient to insist that they do. Everyone knows that the Salient Notes have, in the last five years, sent more people to sleep than Mandrax and Valium put together. You're only reading this to take your mind off the taste of your cafeteria lunch. In fact you're probably not even reading this at all, you're just trying to make a fool of me. Well let me just tell you a few things.

        
Do you know who edits this paper? Chris Norman, that's who. Wilson's nothing! Peter Beach, Lorraine Robinson, they're just bloody lackeys! Last week Norm said "Get Tees!" so we did. Lamorna Rogers said she quite liked him, and was flayed, impaled, drawn, quartered, dipped in tar and covered with Albatross feathers. Tom Duggan's just laying out the photo of it for the front page now.

        
Remember last week's Editorial? "The people who do the bulk of work on Salient can be counted on the fingers of one hand." Do you know who wrote that Editorial? Norm. Do you know how many fingers Norm has on one of his hands? One. (Victoria attacked him last September with a scalpel). Do you know who the Advertising Manager for Salient is? Norm. Guess who the typesetter is? Norm. Sally Redman isn't the bloody technical editor, Norm is. You know Margot MacGillivray? Been in every edition of Salient Notes this year. Her full name is Christopher Margot MacGillivray Hyphon Norman. There's a new pseudonym to go in this week: Ralph Proops. Huh! Christopher Ralph Proops-Norman more like! Then there're the other well known ones, Christopher Sally Blundell-Norman and Norman Christopher Frances Mason-Walrus. (I bullshitted the Walrus).

        
Norm writes most of the letters column each week using realistic fake names like Doug "I'm going to help Brigit Bardot stop the seal-bashing in Newfoundland" Thompson. Actually he hardly ever uses names that long, usually just "Cathy Randall" or "Helen Aikman" length.

        
He tells you in the editorial that Salient is desparate for staff: bloody cunning cover up really, in fact he spends at least half his time trying to get rid of the people he's got. Oh yes! Salient does have 
Some other staff. Stephen Benbrook and Don Wright to be precise. Norm locked them both in the darkroom four months ago. It hasn't been unlocked since, and up till now I've been the only person who knows why.

        
So you clowns who've been attacking our Editor, just get your facts straight. And for your own sakes, get your heads together and understand what you're up against. Because do you know who writes these Salient Notes? That's right, Norm and you you'd just better bloody watch it.

        
Salient is printed by Christopher Wanganui Norman-Newspapers and published shamelessly by the Victoria Norman University of Wellington Christopher Students Association.
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President



        
President

        
At the first SGM of this term it was moved that the next SRC be postponed so that students could attend a picket outside the South African Consulate. In the debate which followed one student "claiming" to speak for the silent majority of students said that students did not really care about apartheid any more. It had become a "boring" issue.

        

          

[image: Photo of Lindy Cassidy]
        

        
Last week a well-attended forum debated debated the question of throwing out the Consulate. Many of the students there looked far from bored — some even seemed concerned. Similarly a well - attended picket outside the consulate also expressed the deep feelings of abhorence that people felt against the apartheid system.

        
The constant news of shootings of peaceful protesters often including children, of "accidental deaths" of torture, of repression and starvation on the bantustans, means that it is difficult for the apartheid issue to become boring.

        
But there is another reason why the apartheid issue is of relevence: the events of last week on Bastion Point, where the Government used the armed and judicial forces of the state to throw the people of Bastion Point off their ancestral land.

        
In South Africa Apartheid is straight-forward and blatant. The white ruling class completely and openly control the lives of the blacks. In New Zealand it is more subtle. The Government, the courts, and the state forces the small white ruling force have combined to remove the people on Bastion Point, all under the banner of democracy and the laws of the state.

        
This Government uses racism to divide New Zealanders so that a small section of the population can profit. Examples of this this in recent years are the dawn raids on over stayers, which meant in reality that anyone that was not white could be asked to justify his/her presence in New Zealand. We must fight against racism wherever we find it — in South Africa or New Zealand.

        

          
Lindy Cassidy
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Why keep the Consulate?

        
Halfway up Molesworth St., in our very own capital city, sits the South African Consulate. On Tuesday a forum was held by the Student Anti-Apartheid Movement (SAAM) to discuss the Consulate's presence in New Zealand. Speaking for the Consulate's continued presence were Prof. Murphy of the Political Science Dept and Malcolm Ross of the Correspondence School; speaking against were Trevor Richards from the Halt All Racist Tours movement (HART) and Dennis Rockell from the National Anti-Apartheid Council (NAAC).

        
The reasons for throwing out the Consulate fall into two main categories - International and Domestic. The International sphere was explained in the following terms by Trevor Richards. The South African Consulate does not represent the people of South Africa. In actual fact, it represents only a section of the white 18% who have the vote. It represents Apartheid, not South Africa, and as such is a direct appeal to racism and fascism.

        
Some people ask why the removal of the South African Consulate is concentrated on so much more than that of any other rotten Government. In the case of South Africa, there is a combination of factors which does not occur in any other state in the world and which makes it important that we no longer tolerate the Consulate's presence. The South African Government is regarded by most people of the world as an illegal and racist regime; for over twenty years the oppressed people have consistently called for the isolation of the South African Government; New Zealand's rejection of the Consulate would have some effect on South Africa as they like to think of New Zealand and Australia as their little friends down under; at present the Consulate is pouring propoganda into New Zealand schools and libraries.

        
Others argue that by throwing out the Consulate and thus cutting all diplomatic ties with South Africa, we will lose our one formal channel of protest. If the Consulate was here in any political capacity this might be so, but as the situation stands its function is solely to promote economic, cultural and commercial relations between New Zealand and South Africa. As such it is not a channel through which protest can be conveyed. Lindhorst's (the South African Consul-General) task is not to be influenced by New Zealand but to influence us.

        
Dennis Rockell elaborated on the Consulate's function. The information sent to schools and libraries is free and unsolicited, and according to a survey done by NAAC reaches nearly every such institution in the country. Lindhorst is very active personally, speaking at Rotary meetings and the like and often appearing in the New Zealand press making such statements as "Give us more time..." and "Black is not always beautiful."

        
He seems to feel that such remarks excuse the present exploitation and murder of black people in South Africa. The anti-apartheid movement does not deny Lindhorst's right to speak as an individual but it does deny his right to speak as a representative of the South African people. In his present role, Lindhorst is acting merely to build bridges between white New Zealand and white South Africa.

        
In 1971, the New Zealand Maori Council requested that the South African Consulate be closed because of its unfavourable effect on race relations in New Zealand. Their request was ignored but makes quite clear the harm which is caused by the Consulate's presence in New Zealand. Towards the end of Dennis Rockell's speech, Malcolm Ross fell off his chair, bringing a bit of light entertainment to an otherwise serious forum.

        
Ross announced at the beginning of his speech that although he didn't necessarily support it, he believed there was a good case to be made for keeping the Consulate. If this is so, he didn't make a very good attempt at letting us know what it was. His argument seemed to rest on the ideas that the Consulate can supply us with much "information", and that the New Zealand government must have good reason for taking the stand it has so we shouldn't question them before we knew what they were.

        

          

[image: Ross: "How did I fall off my chair? Well it was like this."]

              
Ross: "How did I fall off my chair? Well it was like this."
            


        

        
Professor Murphy said a bit more. The first point he made was that the New Zealand Government had in fact very little contact with South Africa, having no official representatives in South Africa. Although it recognised the South African Government, he did not feel that this in any way implied support or approval for their regime. True, South Africa was not democratic but after all, nor were any of the rest of the African countries.

        
As for the argument that most countries condemn South Africa, he recognised that there was United Nations majority against South Africa, but then again, countries such as the United States, United Kingdom, France, Italy, Spain, Switzerland, Portugal and West Germany all maintained representatives in South Africa. If they could, why shouldn't we have just a little Consulate? And anyway, 7000 New Zealanders visit South Africa each year. Murphy ended by berating the black African countries for condemning other countries (such as New Zealand) which maintain contact with South Africa while continuing to trade with South Africa themselves.

        
Question time and they poured in thick and fast. Andy Tees disagreed that the Consulate could not be used to register protest and cited the case of the Canadian "Consulate" being used to convey a political message. Unfortunately for him, the "Consulate" is really a High Commission! Lindy Cassidy felt in need of enlightenment as to just what sort of information we could get from South Africa, apart from a few clues on the old accidental suicide, torture and fall from an open window. Ross denied this was what he meant but didn't elaborate.

        
Gary Lewis wanted to know what Trevor Richards thought of NZUSA links with travel to South Africa. Richards said the issue had been discussed by NZUSA and HART, that he wasn't interested in shit-throwing at a fraternal organisation and that the question was really a bit irrelevant to the throwing out of the South African Consulate.

        
Jonathon Scott was a bit confused by Prof. Murphy's logic which seemed to say that "The black nations condemn apartheid and are hypocritical in trading with South Africa, therefore New Zealand should continue trading with South Africa." Prof. Murphy answered by reiterating his opinion that the black nations were hypocritical in urging New Zealand to cease links with South Africa.

        
Here again; it was difficult to find the actual argument in what was being said. By the time the forum ended, people would have gained a pretty good idea why the anti-apartheid movement is campaigning for the expulsion of the South African Consulate. Some may think this is wrong, but the reasons for their point of view did not surface during the debate. Others can see that while the Consulate remains in New Zealand it makes a mockery of any claims that we oppose apartheid and are prepared to do something about it.

        

          

[image: Rockell Pulling Points Out of Thin Air.]

Rockell Pulling Points Out of Thin Air.


        

        

Remember the March on June 16, Sowfto Day. It's Time we Stood up and Showed our Support for the Black People of South Africa and their Struggle!

        

Lamorna Rogers.
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"This is my Birth Certificate... It Says Richards, not Richardson."
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SRC
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Coming up this week, 12 noon on Wednesday in the Union Hall:


	Men's Rights Officer

	Election of new Pubs Bd rep.

	Parking Spaces

	Motor Bikes

	Timetable

	Beer

	Zaire

	Plus, the usually heavy political dart throwing.
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Clubs and Notices

        

          

            
Christian Union
          

          
Tuesday 6 June, 12.00 — 2.00 Union Hall

          

Forum — Dr Anna Holmes, Christian Feminist student health doctor, Lincoln College. 
Title — 'Sexuality and Marriage'

        

        

          

            
Scottish Country Dancing
          

          
Tuesday 6 June 5-7 pm, Union Hall.

          
Scottish Country Dancing — all welcome.

        

        

          

            
Debating Society
          

          
Thursday 8 June 12—2 p.m.

          

            
Lounge
          

          
The Debating Society's second selection debate for the team to tour the United States early next year. Hear speakers tackle the motion "That New Zealand Needs Spiderman" Those interested in the tour can enter selection debates by contacting:

          

            
David Linney

            
              758—894
            
            
Chris Chapman

            
              757—557
            
          

        

        

          

            
Young Socialists
          

          
Thursday, June 8, 12.00

          

            
Board Room
          

          
Young Socialists' discussion of NZ's economic crisis — can we beat it with economic protectionism and patriotism. (postponed from last week)

        

        

          

            
Life Right
          

          
Victoria's Pro-Life group.

          
Next meeting: July 5th.

          
For information ring Lorraine - 672—819

        

        

          

            
Corso House to House Appeal
          

          

Saturday June 17

          
Corso needs people to contact:-


	Marshalls in each area (to contact collectors, distribute re-appeal publicity, etc)

	resource workers (to collate, distribute material to marshalls)

	collectos (to work on the morning of the appeal)

	drivers (to work on the morning of the appeal)



          
If you can help please come into the Students Association Office and fill in a form.

        

        

          

            
Death Right
          

          
Victoria's Pro-Death Group

          
Next meeting July 5th.

          
For information ring Dracula Van der Pump TRA-446 (bring your own wooden stakes)

        

        

          

            
The Music Club
          

          
There will be a meeting of the music club to ensure its continued being. I personally will not be able to organise the club in the future (not that I really have in the past) and so a new set of organisers is required. The two meetings we have had so far have been only meagre in attendance.

          
The meeting will be in the Lounge and Smoking room at 7.00 p.m. or thereabouts (don't be too late) on June 21st., Wednesday.

          

(unsigned)


        

        

          

            

[image: ITILIANISTICA SCATENATA !!!!! IL DIPARTIMENTO DI ITALIANO SI FA VIVO TUESDAY, JUNE 6th — ITALIAN ENTERTAINMENTS DAY, wow 12.00 the posh bit: readings of Petrarch's poems and Renaissance imitations, in Italian, English and French. AND with visuals, and live performance of settings of the poems by Palestrina and Monteverdi. NON SOLO, MA ANCHE: 8.00 AN EVENING OF FUTURIST THEATRE Total entertainment in extremely bad taste subtitled "Did anyone ever ask Beatrice?" Original futurist scripts performed in English, Italian, Nonsense and Noise. BRING A FRIEND AND A MORO BAR Both performances at Drama House.]
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Christian Union
          

          
Tuesday 6 June, 12.00 — 2.00 Union Hall

          

Forum — Dr Anna Holmes, Christian Feminist student health doctor, Lincoln College. 
Title — 'Sexuality and Marriage'
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Scottish Country Dancing



          

            
Scottish Country Dancing
          

          
Tuesday 6 June 5-7 pm, Union Hall.

          
Scottish Country Dancing — all welcome.
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Debating Society
          

          
Thursday 8 June 12—2 p.m.

          

            
Lounge
          

          
The Debating Society's second selection debate for the team to tour the United States early next year. Hear speakers tackle the motion "That New Zealand Needs Spiderman" Those interested in the tour can enter selection debates by contacting:

          

            
David Linney

            
              758—894
            
            
Chris Chapman

            
              757—557
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Young Socialists
          

          
Thursday, June 8, 12.00

          

            
Board Room
          

          
Young Socialists' discussion of NZ's economic crisis — can we beat it with economic protectionism and patriotism. (postponed from last week)
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Life Right



          

            
Life Right
          

          
Victoria's Pro-Life group.

          
Next meeting: July 5th.

          
For information ring Lorraine - 672—819
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Corso House to House Appeal
          

          

Saturday June 17

          
Corso needs people to contact:-


	Marshalls in each area (to contact collectors, distribute re-appeal publicity, etc)

	resource workers (to collate, distribute material to marshalls)

	collectos (to work on the morning of the appeal)

	drivers (to work on the morning of the appeal)



          
If you can help please come into the Students Association Office and fill in a form.
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Death Right
          

          
Victoria's Pro-Death Group

          
Next meeting July 5th.

          
For information ring Dracula Van der Pump TRA-446 (bring your own wooden stakes)
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The Music Club
          

          
There will be a meeting of the music club to ensure its continued being. I personally will not be able to organise the club in the future (not that I really have in the past) and so a new set of organisers is required. The two meetings we have had so far have been only meagre in attendance.

          
The meeting will be in the Lounge and Smoking room at 7.00 p.m. or thereabouts (don't be too late) on June 21st., Wednesday.

          

(unsigned)
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[image: ITILIANISTICA SCATENATA !!!!! IL DIPARTIMENTO DI ITALIANO SI FA VIVO TUESDAY, JUNE 6th — ITALIAN ENTERTAINMENTS DAY, wow 12.00 the posh bit: readings of Petrarch's poems and Renaissance imitations, in Italian, English and French. AND with visuals, and live performance of settings of the poems by Palestrina and Monteverdi. NON SOLO, MA ANCHE: 8.00 AN EVENING OF FUTURIST THEATRE Total entertainment in extremely bad taste subtitled "Did anyone ever ask Beatrice?" Original futurist scripts performed in English, Italian, Nonsense and Noise. BRING A FRIEND AND A MORO BAR Both performances at Drama House.]
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Bastion Point 130 Year of Government Fraud

        

        

          
History and the Law
        

          
The occupiers of Bastion Point could have been kicked off the land any time in the last 17 months. The government has always claimed the land belongs to the Crown and have thus always considered the occupiers as trespassers. Yet they waited until Justice Speight in the Supreme Court had brought down an injunction which did no more, legally, than render the defendants liable to contempt of court if they refused to stop "trespassing".

          
The effect of the Supreme Court hearing was to-make it appear that the Ngati Whatua case has been given the full consideration of the law, that the government had bent over backwards to reach an amicable agreement with all concerned, and perhaps most important of all, that the government's role in the whole affair was completely justified. The injunction provided "moral" support for the government and could be seen by many as the excuse for the invasion of Bastion Point by the police and army.

          
There is only one way in which the Court hearing is relevant to Maori land rights, at Bastion Point or anywhere else: it shows very clearly how the legal arm of state is used to reinforce the government policy of using whatever Maori land it wants for its own purposes, regardless of whatever rights may be involved. In fact, the findings of the Court in this case coincide almost exactly with the Crown submissions. The following analysis of the Court proceedings (taken from "Bulletin no. 14, the newsletter of the Orakei Maori Action Committee Action Group) recounts the History of European "justice" at Bastion Point.

        

        

          
The Basis of the Crown's Case

          


	a)
	The Crown claimed it had "clean hands" in its dealings with the Orakei lands. Speight concluded the Crown had acquired this land by "open-handed negotiation" and that there were "no grounds" for denying the injunction on "equitable grounds".


	b)
	The Crown claimed it acquired most of the Orakei lands on a "willing buyer/ willing seller" basis. Speight agreed with this assertion, ignoring evidence to the contary.


	c)
	The Crown stated that its latest proposals for Bastion Point corrected any wrongs which "might" have been done in the past. Speight described these proposals as a "handsome remedy of long-felt wrongs — whether they be real or imagined".


	d)
	The Crown claimed that the four defendants represented an "irresponsible minority", thereby attempting to hide its direct responsibility for dividing the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki. Speight concluded that they had been "disrepectful" to their elders and "may in part have been responsible for failure to participate in discussions" because last year they turned down one offer of a meeting with the Commissioner of Crown Lands, The implication in all this is that the defendents bear the responsiblity for these divisions.


        

        

          
Equity?

          
The four defendants claimed that the injunction sought by the Crown should be refused on the grounds that the Crown had not done equity (justice) to the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki. Speight explained that such a defence had to establish that there had been "illegal or unconscionable conduct" by the Crown, or "deception" and "fraud". He then proceeds to gloss over every example of such conduct by the Crown. For example:



	a)
	In 1868 the Native Court ruled that a 700 acre block at Orakei was to be "absolutely inalienable" to the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki. In 1898 the land was partitioned, thus creating individual owners of the land, and making the land alienable.


	b)
	Prior to 1913 officers of the Crown had had conducted quite detailed discussions on the "attributes" of the Orakei block and the possibility of acquiring it. By 1913 a firm decision was made to acquire this land solely for the Crown and to forbid its alienation by private interests. Speight placed no special importance on the fact that the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki ended up just as landless from dealing with private speculators.


	c)
	Bastion Point produced evidence in Court of Crown officers putting pressure on those owners who were unwilling to sell their interests by exchanging information on who was in debt or owed rates. Many of the Maori owners claimed that they had been more willing to sell their land on the outskirts of the block after Crown officers promised they would not purchase the papakainga at Okahu Bay, the site of the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki marae and village.


	d)
	The Crown's claim to have paid good prices for the land is seriously open to question. The protestors referred to how the Crown acquired the land around Paratai Drive, sub-divided it, and then sold it in the 1920's by public auction at around 1,000 a section — thereby making a considerable profit. Speight agrees with the Crown that "the prices paid by the Crown were greater than those being offered by private purchases" and "in all cases except one were in excess of Government valuation." What about market valuation? Speight says nothing on this, but refers to these being "fluctuating times of prosperity and depression" and "uncertain times".


	e)
	The Crown did not take its plans to acquire the Orakei block to the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki as a whole, but instead approached each owner individually and bought land in a piecmeal fashion. The Crown bought undivided interests in the land, and insisted on paying each owner individually. The evidence here indicates that the Crown tried to avoid collective resistance to its plans and that its actions compouded the break-up of the tribal unit. Speight also chose to ignore this point.


	f)
	The history of the Orakei block is closely? linked to the various land laws passed by Parliament and the protestors explained in some detail how these laws (and the various changes made to them were used by the Crown as legal cover for its actions. The Native Land Court Act of 1894 gave the Land Court the power to partition tribal lands among individual owners. This law clearly opened the door to alienation of Maori land, but Speight concluded that it was passed "presumably because of the wishes of all side".



          
The Native Land Act of 1909 said that all previous restrictions on the alienation of Maori land would no longer be adhered to. As this affected Orakei, the Crown was now able to ignore the Land Court ruling of 1868 and later recommendations that at least the papakainga (40 acres) be set aside as inalienable.

          
One provision which might have offered protection to the owners of the Orakei block was that which said that no transactions were to take place which left the owners landless. The Crown simply ignored that provision which said that if Maoris should become landless as a result of these transactions, the transactions were still valid anyway!

          
Another section stipulated that if Maori land was owned by more than ten owners in common a meeting of all those owners had to be held before it could be alienated. But in 1913, shortly before the Crown began its aquisition of the Orakei block, the Native Land Amendment Act was passed and allowed the Crown to purchase land without such a meeting.

        

        

          
Alienation the Aim

          
The inescapable conclusion has to be that these laws were passed to help along the alienation of Maori land. Predictably, Justice Speight adopts the official view that while there had been some "chicanery" in early land dealings the 1909 Act was designed to "untangle the web" of Maori land law and thereby implies that it was passed to protect Maori interests. He even goes to the extent of quoting politicians of the time, who claimed that the Act was passed largely because of Maori pressure for it. (g)The Crown's use of the law to legitimise its aims was most clearly illustrated when it acquired the four acre church site. This area had been gifted by Apihai Te Kawau in 1859, to the Anglican Church for use as a school, church site and burial ground for his people. The Church used it for these purposes for only a brief period (the urupa continued to be used by the Maoris) and Maoris continued to occupy the land. In the mid-1920s the Crown started looking for ways of acquiring the land as part of its plans for a special law which exempted the Church site from all prohibitions on alienation and purchased the land from the Church for 1,000. The Maori occupants were evicted.

          
(h) The most glaring injustice perpetuated on the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki resulted from the Crown's desire to also acquire all the 40 acre papakainga which had been set aside as a reserve under the first Partition Order of 1898.

          


          
Despite petitions, deputations to Parliament and the resistance of non-sellers, the Crown slowly acquired the papakainga and refused to act on the many proposals for vesting this land permanently in the Maori people. The last 2 acres were taken compulsorally in 1950, with the occupants being evicted into state houses in Kitemoana St. Their freehold homes on the flat were bulldozed to the ground.

          
Once again Speight agrees with the decision of the 1938 Royal Commission that there was "no moral or legal bar to the Crown's purchase". Speight also goes along with the Crown's argument that the village was an "eyesore" and "insanitary", and that this was one of the main reasons for acquiring the last remaining acres of the Orakei block, leaving the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki totally landless but for a ¼ acre urupa.

        

        

          
Calculation the Game

          
But the facts do not accord with this assertion. As far back as the early 1920s the Crown had decided to acquire all the Orakei block, and from then on began examining possible sites for "relocating" the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki. In the mid-1920s it adopted a design scheme for its planned "model suburb" at Orakei, which showed tennis courts and playing fields on the area still occupied by Maoris. Speight makes no comment whatsoever on this point.
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Secondly, the Crown was directly responsible for living conditions on the papakainga in that it built the sewer along the beach frontage at Okahu Bay in 1912 (against Maori objections) and persistently refused requests to provide assistance in upgrading the village. The Crown's hypocrisy is clearly apparent here. After being largely responsible for living conditions in the village it then used them as its rationale for demolishing it altogether.

          
Therefore, the facts show that the Crown wanted the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki out of the Orakei area altogether, callously ignoring the meaning of this land to the Orakei Maoris. The fact that it did not suo ceed in "clearing" the flat until I 950, and then had moved the people into state houses close to the area, had nothing to do with the Crown's generosity. This was the result of strong resistance from the Ngati Whatua against the Crown's plan to acquire their last remaining acres and their total refusal to be "relocated" out of the area.

          
Speight makes no criticisms of the Crown's actions in this regard, saying that the final eviction was executed in "good faith" and was the "best solution for the benefit of the people". He doesn't bother to comment on the fact that with this eviction the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki lost their Marae, Te Puru O Tamaki, and to this day do not have their own marae.

        

        

          
Recent Proposals

          
(a) Speight concedes that the government's 1976 development Proposals for Bastion Point, which first led to the occupation of the land, lacked any understanding of Maori "sensitivity" on this issue. But he concludes that the government's latest proposals appear to "bring peace with honour" and represent a "handsome remedy".

          
He makes this outrageous statement despite the $257,000 price tag on the deal and the fact that the Ngati Whatua could end up with a total debt (from housing and roading costs) of ½ million dollars. Only 25 acres are being returned to Ngati Whatua control: the open land around Bastion Point totals over 160 acres. Provisions for more Maori housing are vague as to how many houses can be built, when they will be built and how they will be financed. The only mention of the papakainga contained in the proposal is to extend the urupa at Okahu Bay by ½ acre. The Orakei Marae is excluded from the proposals, meaning that the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki will continue to live without their own marae. Finally, it ignores the fact that the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki have already paid over $1 million in rents on their state houses in Kitemoana St.

          
Speight's conclusion that the Crown is showing good sense in leaving most of the land at Bastion Point as "public reserve accessible to all" evades the main issue in this whole controversy. That is, that a just settlement requires that the land should be vested with a Ngati Whatua Trust Board, the question of use being something which is subsidiary to that principle.

        

        

          
Divide and Rule

          
Speight totally whitewashes the Crown's role in deliberately seeking to divide the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki and hence undercut support for the land occupation.

          
(a) He describes the proposals made to government by Professor Hugh Kawharu, only nine days after the occupation of Bastion Point, as the work of "wise heads". These proposals, submitted to government without consultation with the Action Committee, called for the Ngati Whatua agreeing to the planned sub-division and relinguishing all further claims to the Orakei lands!

          
He makes no comment of the fact that the government chose to negotiate solely through this person, other than to report the Crown's contention that Mr Kawharu acted as "an intermediary" between the government and tribal elders. He does not comment on the fact that Professor Kawharu only came on the scene after the occupation of Bastion Point and after the government found itself in an embarrassing position, and that the so-called elders group which Professor Kawharu represented also did not exist until after the occupation had pushed the government into a difficult position.

          
(b) Speight makes no criticism of the way the government conducted its negotiations with the elders group behind closed doors in the Auckland Town Hall, with all dissidents, being excluded by security guards. He does not comment on the fact that if the government really meant to do justice to the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki it would have discussed its proposals on the Orakei Marae before all the tribe. Speight merely repeats the charge made to the court by Mr Brownie Puriri that the four defendants had "behaved in a manner iminical to Maori tradition" and had been "disrespectful of their ciders". Justice Speight described Mr Puriri as the "interpreter" at the Town Hall-meeting; the Minister of Lands, Venn Young called him the "spokesman" for the elders group; and Mr Puriri described himself in the court as a kind of intermediary.

          
Speight neglected to mention the evidence of Mr Hemi Pihema, the Chairman of the Orakei Maori Committee, who explained that he was excluded from the Town Hall meeting by the instructions of Mr Puriri. Mr Pihema, it should be noted, is not even a member of the Action Committee and doesn't support all its actions.

          
Speight also doesn't appear to have seen any conflict of interest between Mr Puriri's relationship with the elders group and his position as a Crown officer (holding a high position in the Department of Maori Affairs, Auckland).

        

        

          
Conclusion

          
Justice Speight's ruling represents a whitewash of the Crown's past dealings with the Orakei lands, of the latest proposals, and of the Crown's sordid role in dividing the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki. Once again the legal system of this country has shown itself to be stacked against the recognition of Maori land rights.

          
From the beginning, the tour defendants pointed out that the only just solution to this issue had to be a political solution, not a judicial one. They even suggested to Speight that he should deny the injunction sought by the Crown and make a strong recommendation in that direction. Their appeal was ignored. But the struggle is not over.
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History and the Law
        

          
The occupiers of Bastion Point could have been kicked off the land any time in the last 17 months. The government has always claimed the land belongs to the Crown and have thus always considered the occupiers as trespassers. Yet they waited until Justice Speight in the Supreme Court had brought down an injunction which did no more, legally, than render the defendants liable to contempt of court if they refused to stop "trespassing".

          
The effect of the Supreme Court hearing was to-make it appear that the Ngati Whatua case has been given the full consideration of the law, that the government had bent over backwards to reach an amicable agreement with all concerned, and perhaps most important of all, that the government's role in the whole affair was completely justified. The injunction provided "moral" support for the government and could be seen by many as the excuse for the invasion of Bastion Point by the police and army.

          
There is only one way in which the Court hearing is relevant to Maori land rights, at Bastion Point or anywhere else: it shows very clearly how the legal arm of state is used to reinforce the government policy of using whatever Maori land it wants for its own purposes, regardless of whatever rights may be involved. In fact, the findings of the Court in this case coincide almost exactly with the Crown submissions. The following analysis of the Court proceedings (taken from "Bulletin no. 14, the newsletter of the Orakei Maori Action Committee Action Group) recounts the History of European "justice" at Bastion Point.
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The Basis of the Crown's Case

          


	a)
	The Crown claimed it had "clean hands" in its dealings with the Orakei lands. Speight concluded the Crown had acquired this land by "open-handed negotiation" and that there were "no grounds" for denying the injunction on "equitable grounds".


	b)
	The Crown claimed it acquired most of the Orakei lands on a "willing buyer/ willing seller" basis. Speight agreed with this assertion, ignoring evidence to the contary.


	c)
	The Crown stated that its latest proposals for Bastion Point corrected any wrongs which "might" have been done in the past. Speight described these proposals as a "handsome remedy of long-felt wrongs — whether they be real or imagined".


	d)
	The Crown claimed that the four defendants represented an "irresponsible minority", thereby attempting to hide its direct responsibility for dividing the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki. Speight concluded that they had been "disrepectful" to their elders and "may in part have been responsible for failure to participate in discussions" because last year they turned down one offer of a meeting with the Commissioner of Crown Lands, The implication in all this is that the defendents bear the responsiblity for these divisions.


        








Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Official Newspaper of the Victoria University Students' Association. Vol 41 No. 13. June 6 1978

Equity?



          
Equity?

          
The four defendants claimed that the injunction sought by the Crown should be refused on the grounds that the Crown had not done equity (justice) to the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki. Speight explained that such a defence had to establish that there had been "illegal or unconscionable conduct" by the Crown, or "deception" and "fraud". He then proceeds to gloss over every example of such conduct by the Crown. For example:



	a)
	In 1868 the Native Court ruled that a 700 acre block at Orakei was to be "absolutely inalienable" to the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki. In 1898 the land was partitioned, thus creating individual owners of the land, and making the land alienable.


	b)
	Prior to 1913 officers of the Crown had had conducted quite detailed discussions on the "attributes" of the Orakei block and the possibility of acquiring it. By 1913 a firm decision was made to acquire this land solely for the Crown and to forbid its alienation by private interests. Speight placed no special importance on the fact that the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki ended up just as landless from dealing with private speculators.


	c)
	Bastion Point produced evidence in Court of Crown officers putting pressure on those owners who were unwilling to sell their interests by exchanging information on who was in debt or owed rates. Many of the Maori owners claimed that they had been more willing to sell their land on the outskirts of the block after Crown officers promised they would not purchase the papakainga at Okahu Bay, the site of the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki marae and village.


	d)
	The Crown's claim to have paid good prices for the land is seriously open to question. The protestors referred to how the Crown acquired the land around Paratai Drive, sub-divided it, and then sold it in the 1920's by public auction at around 1,000 a section — thereby making a considerable profit. Speight agrees with the Crown that "the prices paid by the Crown were greater than those being offered by private purchases" and "in all cases except one were in excess of Government valuation." What about market valuation? Speight says nothing on this, but refers to these being "fluctuating times of prosperity and depression" and "uncertain times".


	e)
	The Crown did not take its plans to acquire the Orakei block to the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki as a whole, but instead approached each owner individually and bought land in a piecmeal fashion. The Crown bought undivided interests in the land, and insisted on paying each owner individually. The evidence here indicates that the Crown tried to avoid collective resistance to its plans and that its actions compouded the break-up of the tribal unit. Speight also chose to ignore this point.


	f)
	The history of the Orakei block is closely? linked to the various land laws passed by Parliament and the protestors explained in some detail how these laws (and the various changes made to them were used by the Crown as legal cover for its actions. The Native Land Court Act of 1894 gave the Land Court the power to partition tribal lands among individual owners. This law clearly opened the door to alienation of Maori land, but Speight concluded that it was passed "presumably because of the wishes of all side".



          
The Native Land Act of 1909 said that all previous restrictions on the alienation of Maori land would no longer be adhered to. As this affected Orakei, the Crown was now able to ignore the Land Court ruling of 1868 and later recommendations that at least the papakainga (40 acres) be set aside as inalienable.

          
One provision which might have offered protection to the owners of the Orakei block was that which said that no transactions were to take place which left the owners landless. The Crown simply ignored that provision which said that if Maoris should become landless as a result of these transactions, the transactions were still valid anyway!

          
Another section stipulated that if Maori land was owned by more than ten owners in common a meeting of all those owners had to be held before it could be alienated. But in 1913, shortly before the Crown began its aquisition of the Orakei block, the Native Land Amendment Act was passed and allowed the Crown to purchase land without such a meeting.
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Alienation the Aim

          
The inescapable conclusion has to be that these laws were passed to help along the alienation of Maori land. Predictably, Justice Speight adopts the official view that while there had been some "chicanery" in early land dealings the 1909 Act was designed to "untangle the web" of Maori land law and thereby implies that it was passed to protect Maori interests. He even goes to the extent of quoting politicians of the time, who claimed that the Act was passed largely because of Maori pressure for it. (g)The Crown's use of the law to legitimise its aims was most clearly illustrated when it acquired the four acre church site. This area had been gifted by Apihai Te Kawau in 1859, to the Anglican Church for use as a school, church site and burial ground for his people. The Church used it for these purposes for only a brief period (the urupa continued to be used by the Maoris) and Maoris continued to occupy the land. In the mid-1920s the Crown started looking for ways of acquiring the land as part of its plans for a special law which exempted the Church site from all prohibitions on alienation and purchased the land from the Church for 1,000. The Maori occupants were evicted.

          
(h) The most glaring injustice perpetuated on the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki resulted from the Crown's desire to also acquire all the 40 acre papakainga which had been set aside as a reserve under the first Partition Order of 1898.

          


          
Despite petitions, deputations to Parliament and the resistance of non-sellers, the Crown slowly acquired the papakainga and refused to act on the many proposals for vesting this land permanently in the Maori people. The last 2 acres were taken compulsorally in 1950, with the occupants being evicted into state houses in Kitemoana St. Their freehold homes on the flat were bulldozed to the ground.

          
Once again Speight agrees with the decision of the 1938 Royal Commission that there was "no moral or legal bar to the Crown's purchase". Speight also goes along with the Crown's argument that the village was an "eyesore" and "insanitary", and that this was one of the main reasons for acquiring the last remaining acres of the Orakei block, leaving the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki totally landless but for a ¼ acre urupa.
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Calculation the Game

          
But the facts do not accord with this assertion. As far back as the early 1920s the Crown had decided to acquire all the Orakei block, and from then on began examining possible sites for "relocating" the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki. In the mid-1920s it adopted a design scheme for its planned "model suburb" at Orakei, which showed tennis courts and playing fields on the area still occupied by Maoris. Speight makes no comment whatsoever on this point.
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Secondly, the Crown was directly responsible for living conditions on the papakainga in that it built the sewer along the beach frontage at Okahu Bay in 1912 (against Maori objections) and persistently refused requests to provide assistance in upgrading the village. The Crown's hypocrisy is clearly apparent here. After being largely responsible for living conditions in the village it then used them as its rationale for demolishing it altogether.

          
Therefore, the facts show that the Crown wanted the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki out of the Orakei area altogether, callously ignoring the meaning of this land to the Orakei Maoris. The fact that it did not suo ceed in "clearing" the flat until I 950, and then had moved the people into state houses close to the area, had nothing to do with the Crown's generosity. This was the result of strong resistance from the Ngati Whatua against the Crown's plan to acquire their last remaining acres and their total refusal to be "relocated" out of the area.

          
Speight makes no criticisms of the Crown's actions in this regard, saying that the final eviction was executed in "good faith" and was the "best solution for the benefit of the people". He doesn't bother to comment on the fact that with this eviction the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki lost their Marae, Te Puru O Tamaki, and to this day do not have their own marae.
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Recent Proposals

          
(a) Speight concedes that the government's 1976 development Proposals for Bastion Point, which first led to the occupation of the land, lacked any understanding of Maori "sensitivity" on this issue. But he concludes that the government's latest proposals appear to "bring peace with honour" and represent a "handsome remedy".

          
He makes this outrageous statement despite the $257,000 price tag on the deal and the fact that the Ngati Whatua could end up with a total debt (from housing and roading costs) of ½ million dollars. Only 25 acres are being returned to Ngati Whatua control: the open land around Bastion Point totals over 160 acres. Provisions for more Maori housing are vague as to how many houses can be built, when they will be built and how they will be financed. The only mention of the papakainga contained in the proposal is to extend the urupa at Okahu Bay by ½ acre. The Orakei Marae is excluded from the proposals, meaning that the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki will continue to live without their own marae. Finally, it ignores the fact that the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki have already paid over $1 million in rents on their state houses in Kitemoana St.

          
Speight's conclusion that the Crown is showing good sense in leaving most of the land at Bastion Point as "public reserve accessible to all" evades the main issue in this whole controversy. That is, that a just settlement requires that the land should be vested with a Ngati Whatua Trust Board, the question of use being something which is subsidiary to that principle.

        








Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Official Newspaper of the Victoria University Students' Association. Vol 41 No. 13. June 6 1978

Divide and Rule



          
Divide and Rule

          
Speight totally whitewashes the Crown's role in deliberately seeking to divide the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki and hence undercut support for the land occupation.

          
(a) He describes the proposals made to government by Professor Hugh Kawharu, only nine days after the occupation of Bastion Point, as the work of "wise heads". These proposals, submitted to government without consultation with the Action Committee, called for the Ngati Whatua agreeing to the planned sub-division and relinguishing all further claims to the Orakei lands!

          
He makes no comment of the fact that the government chose to negotiate solely through this person, other than to report the Crown's contention that Mr Kawharu acted as "an intermediary" between the government and tribal elders. He does not comment on the fact that Professor Kawharu only came on the scene after the occupation of Bastion Point and after the government found itself in an embarrassing position, and that the so-called elders group which Professor Kawharu represented also did not exist until after the occupation had pushed the government into a difficult position.

          
(b) Speight makes no criticism of the way the government conducted its negotiations with the elders group behind closed doors in the Auckland Town Hall, with all dissidents, being excluded by security guards. He does not comment on the fact that if the government really meant to do justice to the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki it would have discussed its proposals on the Orakei Marae before all the tribe. Speight merely repeats the charge made to the court by Mr Brownie Puriri that the four defendants had "behaved in a manner iminical to Maori tradition" and had been "disrespectful of their ciders". Justice Speight described Mr Puriri as the "interpreter" at the Town Hall-meeting; the Minister of Lands, Venn Young called him the "spokesman" for the elders group; and Mr Puriri described himself in the court as a kind of intermediary.

          
Speight neglected to mention the evidence of Mr Hemi Pihema, the Chairman of the Orakei Maori Committee, who explained that he was excluded from the Town Hall meeting by the instructions of Mr Puriri. Mr Pihema, it should be noted, is not even a member of the Action Committee and doesn't support all its actions.

          
Speight also doesn't appear to have seen any conflict of interest between Mr Puriri's relationship with the elders group and his position as a Crown officer (holding a high position in the Department of Maori Affairs, Auckland).
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Conclusion

          
Justice Speight's ruling represents a whitewash of the Crown's past dealings with the Orakei lands, of the latest proposals, and of the Crown's sordid role in dividing the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki. Once again the legal system of this country has shown itself to be stacked against the recognition of Maori land rights.

          
From the beginning, the tour defendants pointed out that the only just solution to this issue had to be a political solution, not a judicial one. They even suggested to Speight that he should deny the injunction sought by the Crown and make a strong recommendation in that direction. Their appeal was ignored. But the struggle is not over.
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Family Benefit for Foetuses?

        

          
It's been a while since the last abortion forum at Vic., and last Thursday's affair showed that the interest in the subject is growing greatly with the so-called pro life groups going on the defensive now that SPUC has the legislation it wants on the books.

          
The four speakers represented both sides of the argument with Christine Gillespie (Abortion Rights Committee), Gillian Denford (WONAAC), Lorraine Pye (VUWSA Pro-life Club) and Pat Byrn (SPUC). A crowd of 200 gathered to hear the proceedings.

          
First to speak was the SPUC representative who was given a warm hand by the large "pro-life" contingent. She started out by stating that she had never had a university education and requested that the audience "give her a chance". Her speech closely followed official SPUC policy and she had very little new to say.

          
At one stage she suggested that the granting of abortion rights to women would lead to the abandoning of old people because there will be noone to care for them if we "kill off a whole generation". She cast as-persions on the medical profession by saying that if they were all "trustworthy", there would be no need for the panel system.

        

        

          
NZ at the Crossroads

          
Finishing on a sabre rattling note she exclaimed. "New Zealand is at the crossroads.... either we choose a total disrespect for human life or we build a decent society for ourselves and those who follow".

          
Gillian Den ford spoke next pointing out that the state had no right to interfere in the decision of a woman whether or not to terminate a pregnancy. This meant putting faith in the women of New Zealand, something SPUC seems loath to do. Not only should free, safe legal abortion be available in every Public Hospital in New Zealand, but adoption and Domestic Purposes Benefit facilities should also be provided because of the special conditions of women as a disadvantaged group in society.

          
Throughout her speech, Denford came on the receiving end of a fair amount of abuse. The debate started to liven up. Only the usual dart throwing brigade in the balcony seemed bored. Both sides lined up their questions in readiness.

          
After a less orchestrated round of applause for the WONAAC speaker, Lorraine Pye spoke outlining the unhygenic conditions of the Sydney abortion clinics and the amount of money it makes each year ($2M according to her figures).

        

        

          
Hospital Atrocities?

          
Then her argument strayed into the absurd; doctors were whipping live children out of their mother's uteruses and leaving them crying in plastic bags at the bottom of hospital rubbish bins. She went on to claim that it had been known for doctors to use the foetuses for dissection purposes in brain experiments.
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"Women must fight for their rights. We are not sex machines!", Pye emphasised. "We don't want to be hopping into bed 5 times a week". She stopped speaking at this stage and when the laughter had died down Christine Gillespie of the newly formed Abortion Rights Committee (ARC) spoke.

          
Gillespie's speech dealt with the more general social conditions which cause women to want pregnancy terminations, and the government to deprive them of his right.

          
When things get tough in society, with the economic crisis and the consequent attacks on civil liberties, certain sections of society want to turn back the wheel of time to the 'sanctity' of the family. She reminded the audience that we do not live in an ideal state and that to consider the abortion question you have to look at the realities of society. "Women have always needed, sought and obtained abortions. Laws may make it difficult for women to get abortions but it will not stop them. Nor will the laws succeed in turning time back to the 'good' years".

        

        

          
Abortion and Democracy

          
The essence of democracy, she said, was true equality and participation. In the case of women this meant the right to work, to abortion, to child care, to equal pay.

          
The CS &A Act was an affront to women and men and it, along with other pieces of anti-women legislation, would be overthrown, she concluded.

          
By this stage the audience had well and truly warmed up and the next hour saw a hotly contested and bitter debate.

          
Most questions centred around the status of the foetus. While the anti-abortion lobby claimed that the unborn had supreme rights regardless of the social circumstances of the mother, speakers pressing for change in the laws felt that although they acknowledged that a foetus represented life in the abstract, they urged people to weigh the social consequences of unwanted pregnancies, especially in times of extreme economic pressure on the family.

          
Priceless quotes of the meeting...

          
Byrn — "there is no medical reason for abortion - it's simply a matter for convenience".

          
(Answering a male questioner who suggested that it should be the woman's choice) ... "What a gutless individual".

          
"I'm personally against IUD's".

          
Another questioner - "Seeing SPUC considers that life starts from conception, why don't they campaign to get foetuses the family benefit?"

          
Another questioner - "I'd rather be unstable than dead".

          
Few people left the forum until the end - a marked contrast to most student gatherings these days. The occasion was organised by the VUWSA Abortion Rights Committee as a build up for the mobilisation on July 14. With the interest generated at the forum and the present dithering by the government, it could be a very big event.

          

            
David Murray
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The South African System

        
The Island: Black Political Prison

        

By Hilda Bernstein, a white South African political activist living in exile in London. She is author of For Their Triumphs and Their Tears, 
a book about South African women, and of a forthcoming biography of Steve Biko.
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Small and rocky, windswept Robben Island rises from the Atlantic just outside the entrance to South Africa's Cape Town harbor. Once lepers were sent there. The surrounding miles of ocean made prisoners of the outcasts and effectively protected their countrymen on the mainland from infection.

          
The island still serves South Africa as a kind of leper colony, though now the contagion isolated there is not bacteriological, but political.

          
Today, Robben Island is the white government's maxim urn-security prison for non-Europeans. Thirteen hundred men and women—blacks, Indians and people of mixed race, the so-called coloreds—are held there, 800 on outright political charges, 500 for other reasons.

          
Their physical isolation is reinforced by a regulation that prohibits prisoners from receiving any news of the outside world for the duration of their sentence. Moreover, since few visitors are permitted and since the South African news media publishes no descriptions of prison conditions, the outside world knows little of life on Robben Island.

          
Recently, however, I spoke with two men now free after serving long terms on the island Both are South African-born Indians: Indries. Naidoo, who spent 10 years on Robben, and Mac Mararaj, who served 12. The portrait they paint of life in South Africa's toughest prison is chilling.

          
The penal colony mirrors South African society: every authority figure is white. Every aspect of daily life is governed by regulations which demand different treatment for members of each racial category and which distinguish between the male and female members of each.

          
Both describe their prison years as a period of almost unremitting humiliation and torment. On Robben Island, even such elemental items as food and clothing are strictly apportioned 
[
unclear: along] racial lines. For example, colored 
[
unclear: a] Indian prisoners are entitled to a 
[
unclear: da] bread ration, but until 1972 blacks were not. Since then, the African inmates have been given about four ounces of bread twice each week Similarly, colored and Indian prisoners receive a portion of jam or 
[
unclear: syrp] and about two ounces of sugar daily Blacks get no jam or syrup at all and only about 1½ ounces of sugar.

          
Since prisoners of all three non white racial categories eat and work together their unequal diets are manifest to all "We would sit in the quadrangle eating the same meal, side by side," says Mararaj. "But I would have a full 
[
unclear: ta] spoon of sugar on my porridge and 
[
unclear: t] African next to me only a half I would be given bread every day, he would be given only a soft, watery pap (porride-made from corn meal). For years. 
[
unclear: the]


Africans were not permitted even 
[
unclear: a] scrap of bread. But it was illegal for me to share one speck of sugar or my piece of bread with my African comrade.

          
The allocation of clothing is yet another reminder that on Robben Island some non whites are even more Unequal than others. During Cape Towns bitter winters, which often bring dripping fog and high winds, warm clothing is not just a luxury, but a necessity.

          
Yet, according to Mararaj. "In winter we (Indians and coloreds) were given long trousers, shoes and socks and a felt hat. The Africans had open sandals, no socks and shorts all year round. You are there, side by side. You come under the same lash. But still there is this terrible discrimination— no one can conceive how bitter it is, no one."

        

        

          
Housing by Politics

          
Housing is the one area of life on Robben Island where race is not the overriding consideration. Instead, prisoners are divided according to politics.

          
When an inmate arrives on the island, he is assigned to one of four levels: A, B, C or D. Prisoners assigned to the D level receive the fewest internal privileges. For example, they are allowed to mail and receive only one letter and have but one visitor every six months. All political prisoners are automatically consigned to the D level, while all other inmates— including murderers—have their cases considered individually.

          
Then, whatever their racial category, most prisoners are assigned to a section of communal cells: one for general prisoners, one for those convicted under South Africa's notorious Terrorism Act, and one for inmates from Namibia, who are not allowed any contact with South African prisoners. Recently, another section was added to house men and women convicted during the wave of political trials that has occurred during the past year. Apparently, authorities hope to prevent these new arrivals from passing fresh news of the outside world to longtime inmates.

          
About 40 prominent D-level prisoners are confined in so-called single cells. They include Nelson Mandela, 59, president of the proscribed African National Congress, Walter Sisulu, 63, the party's general secretary, Govan Mbeki, the group's national chairman, and Andre Mlangeni, an influential party member. All are serving life sentences.

          
The cells in which they are confined measure 7 by 7½ feet and open onto a courtyard. Single-cell prisoners may never work near or speak to inmates held in communal housing, Mararaj, who spent most of his 12 years in the single cells, recalls what it was like:
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"Our first job was breaking stones with a four-pound hammer. Every day, we were taken from our cells into the enclosed yard, and there we sat in the same place week after week. We never saw the outside world, never a blade of grass, just the quadrangle into which our cells led and patch of sky. We were evenly spaced out and never permitted to speak to each other."

          
Naidoo, on the other hand, passed his 10-year sentence in communal cells, where crowding rather than personal isolation was the major problem:

          
"We were 80 or 90 in a cell built for no more than 25, so we tried to maintain the utmost discipline. We formed a committee, but this was declared illegal. We were never allowed to speak on behalf of others. When we made a complaint it had to be 'I, but still we said We.' Then, they wouldn't listen to us.

          
"For the first five years, most of us worked in the quarries. We had to break stones, to fulfill a certain quantity of work each day. If not, we were punished at the weekend by the deprivation of three meals.

          
"In the first years many of us had this punishment. I for one was never able to fulfill my quota. It was impossible. Others helped me or I would steal from the previous day's stones. In 1971, the quarries were flooding, they had gone below sea level. So, we were employed bringing stones from the quarries to the prison yard itself. Quarry work now is supposed to be only a form of punishment.

        

        

          
Psychological Assaults

          
Most prisoners, however, suffer far less from physical abuse than they do from their white jailers' almost constant psychological assaults. For example, South Africa's Prisons Act obliges authorities to allow all inmates to remain in contact with their families. Yet over the years, such communication has been severely restricted.

          
"More and more, we were cut off completely from the outside world,' even from our families," says Mararaj. "I once received a letter where all that was left was the address of the sender. The entire letter had been cut away, the blank paper between what had been paragraphs held the whole page together and at one end was the signature of the sender. But that counted as a letter received, when I was allowed only one every six months.

          
"At first they cut letters going out of Robben Island in the same way. But now they make it seem as though they

          


          

[
unclear: ot] been censored. They make 
[
unclear: rs] rewrite them, leaving out sections and if, after the second 
[
unclear: d] time, they are not satisfied, 
[
unclear: on't] send it. But the letters 
[
unclear: pri-receive—] they just use the 
[
unclear: scis-]

          

[
unclear: en] my wife, Tim, visited me she 
[
unclear: e] she was leaving the country on permit. I then asked the 
[
unclear: com-nt], as she is leaving, please let 
[
unclear: nbine] my next three or four (each letter is limited to 500 so I can deal with all sorts of problems, misunderstandings 
[
unclear: n] us.

          
said: Yes, it was okay. I wrote a 
[
unclear: ge] letter and was assured it had 
[
unclear: ent]. All those years I believed 
[
unclear: I] received it and perhaps 
[
unclear: under-] . . until I came here. Yes, she 
[
unclear: ceived] bits and pieces of my 
[
unclear: all] cut up. She never knew what 
[
unclear: eally] wanted her to know."

          

[
unclear: n] when family members are 
[
unclear: b] to visit an inmate, watchful are careful to see that the 
[
unclear: abso-hibition] against outside news is 
[
unclear: ined]. Any remark that does not directly to family affairs 
[
unclear: auto-ly] terminates a visit. A family 
[
unclear: er] may not, for example, say, 
[
unclear: s] been an earthquake in Iran or 
[
unclear: tion] in the United States."

          

[
unclear: ne], however, prisoners learn to 
[
unclear: et] certain signs of outside tur
[
unclear: for] instance, when magazines 
[
unclear: te] with an extraordinarily large 
[
unclear: r] of articles clipped from their it is usually a sign that political has increased in South Africa. Moreover, such periods are usually accompanied by increased brutality on the part of the guards.

          
Such physical abuse, which once included outright torture, has been moderated of late by United Nations, Red Cross and Amnesty International complaints and in response to protests by the prisoners themselves. However, when one group of inmates recently staged a hunger strike, they were convicted of "endangering their own health" and given longer sentences.

          
Such punishments are part of Robben Islands incredibly intricate system of internal discipline, which specified more than 20 types of punishable insubordination, including disrespect, negligence at work, conversing without permission, singing, whistling, lodging a false or frivolous complaint and acting in a way contrary to good order and discipline.

          
Inmates guilty of such infractions can be put in solitary confinement, deprived of food, whipped or demoted to a lower classification level. For literate prisoners and those in single cells, the latter penalty is particularly feared, for it automatically deprives them of one of their most cherished privileges—the right to study.

        

        

          
Studies Restricted.

          
Robben Island inmates are sometimes allowed to take certain correspondence courses, though they must pay all fees themselves. For many of the better-educated men, work and study are the only ways of maintaining sanity. But the islands work itself is a punishment and study has become a weapon willfully used by prison authorities.

          
"They knew how important our studies were to us," says Mararaj. "There always seemed to be an excuse—some trivial offense; you were charged, sentenced, then deprived of studies for the rest of the year. This always seemed to happen at examination time. So, you lost the 200-300 rand (about $230-$345) in fees and couldn't take your exams.

          
Moreover, even when it is permitted, study is restricted by a harsh and arbitrary code. No post-graduate programs are permitted—a particularly cruel restraint on professional men. At the undergraduate level, all legal courses are banned, as are physical and political sciences and all foreign languages. Inmates may order only those books required for their particular course and not those on recommended reading lists.

          
"There are always tremendous difficulties in getting prescribed books," Mararaj recalls. "Sometimes, a book would arrive, was approved and passed by the censor, but just held back. Then another year would pass before you could take your exam. One chap had the Oxford dictionary taken from him because he could not prove it was a book prescribed for his course."

          
Finally, the money to finance correspondence courses may be obtained only from the prisoner's next of kin.

          
But despite white administrators' calculated attempts to demoralize the political prisoners on Robben Island, they have failed. In fact, people forced to live under this prison apartheid seem to gain an even greater political awareness.

          
Mararaj describes his own experience: "This was the first time for me, as a black man, that I had whites with me day in and day out, on an ordinary level. I came to understand what they said. I realized the importance of learning Afrikaans history, of reading Afrikaans literature, of trying to understand these ordinary men, the warders, the white elite—all whites are elite in South Africa—with whom we are dealing, how they are indoctrinated, how they react. "They all have a blank wall in their minds. They just could not see the black man as a human being."

          
Prisoners, supported by a nebulous community invisible to the guards, learned to draw strength from each other. Mararaj says: "In a sense. I also became more tolerant. I came to realize that we each have our weak points.

          
"When I left Robben, I came away with one unshakable conviction. I saw that we had to fight to overcome this system, and that it cannot be done by peaceful means, that you cannot humanize apartheid by modifications or by cosmetic changes.

          
"It must be overthrown by force of arms. Not one of us who passed through prison, whatever our previous beliefs, came out believing that change can come by peaceful means."
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Small and rocky, windswept Robben Island rises from the Atlantic just outside the entrance to South Africa's Cape Town harbor. Once lepers were sent there. The surrounding miles of ocean made prisoners of the outcasts and effectively protected their countrymen on the mainland from infection.

          
The island still serves South Africa as a kind of leper colony, though now the contagion isolated there is not bacteriological, but political.

          
Today, Robben Island is the white government's maxim urn-security prison for non-Europeans. Thirteen hundred men and women—blacks, Indians and people of mixed race, the so-called coloreds—are held there, 800 on outright political charges, 500 for other reasons.

          
Their physical isolation is reinforced by a regulation that prohibits prisoners from receiving any news of the outside world for the duration of their sentence. Moreover, since few visitors are permitted and since the South African news media publishes no descriptions of prison conditions, the outside world knows little of life on Robben Island.

          
Recently, however, I spoke with two men now free after serving long terms on the island Both are South African-born Indians: Indries. Naidoo, who spent 10 years on Robben, and Mac Mararaj, who served 12. The portrait they paint of life in South Africa's toughest prison is chilling.

          
The penal colony mirrors South African society: every authority figure is white. Every aspect of daily life is governed by regulations which demand different treatment for members of each racial category and which distinguish between the male and female members of each.

          
Both describe their prison years as a period of almost unremitting humiliation and torment. On Robben Island, even such elemental items as food and clothing are strictly apportioned 
[
unclear: along] racial lines. For example, colored 
[
unclear: a] Indian prisoners are entitled to a 
[
unclear: da] bread ration, but until 1972 blacks were not. Since then, the African inmates have been given about four ounces of bread twice each week Similarly, colored and Indian prisoners receive a portion of jam or 
[
unclear: syrp] and about two ounces of sugar daily Blacks get no jam or syrup at all and only about 1½ ounces of sugar.

          
Since prisoners of all three non white racial categories eat and work together their unequal diets are manifest to all "We would sit in the quadrangle eating the same meal, side by side," says Mararaj. "But I would have a full 
[
unclear: ta] spoon of sugar on my porridge and 
[
unclear: t] African next to me only a half I would be given bread every day, he would be given only a soft, watery pap (porride-made from corn meal). For years. 
[
unclear: the]


Africans were not permitted even 
[
unclear: a] scrap of bread. But it was illegal for me to share one speck of sugar or my piece of bread with my African comrade.

          
The allocation of clothing is yet another reminder that on Robben Island some non whites are even more Unequal than others. During Cape Towns bitter winters, which often bring dripping fog and high winds, warm clothing is not just a luxury, but a necessity.

          
Yet, according to Mararaj. "In winter we (Indians and coloreds) were given long trousers, shoes and socks and a felt hat. The Africans had open sandals, no socks and shorts all year round. You are there, side by side. You come under the same lash. But still there is this terrible discrimination— no one can conceive how bitter it is, no one."
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Housing by Politics

          
Housing is the one area of life on Robben Island where race is not the overriding consideration. Instead, prisoners are divided according to politics.

          
When an inmate arrives on the island, he is assigned to one of four levels: A, B, C or D. Prisoners assigned to the D level receive the fewest internal privileges. For example, they are allowed to mail and receive only one letter and have but one visitor every six months. All political prisoners are automatically consigned to the D level, while all other inmates— including murderers—have their cases considered individually.

          
Then, whatever their racial category, most prisoners are assigned to a section of communal cells: one for general prisoners, one for those convicted under South Africa's notorious Terrorism Act, and one for inmates from Namibia, who are not allowed any contact with South African prisoners. Recently, another section was added to house men and women convicted during the wave of political trials that has occurred during the past year. Apparently, authorities hope to prevent these new arrivals from passing fresh news of the outside world to longtime inmates.

          
About 40 prominent D-level prisoners are confined in so-called single cells. They include Nelson Mandela, 59, president of the proscribed African National Congress, Walter Sisulu, 63, the party's general secretary, Govan Mbeki, the group's national chairman, and Andre Mlangeni, an influential party member. All are serving life sentences.

          
The cells in which they are confined measure 7 by 7½ feet and open onto a courtyard. Single-cell prisoners may never work near or speak to inmates held in communal housing, Mararaj, who spent most of his 12 years in the single cells, recalls what it was like:
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"Our first job was breaking stones with a four-pound hammer. Every day, we were taken from our cells into the enclosed yard, and there we sat in the same place week after week. We never saw the outside world, never a blade of grass, just the quadrangle into which our cells led and patch of sky. We were evenly spaced out and never permitted to speak to each other."

          
Naidoo, on the other hand, passed his 10-year sentence in communal cells, where crowding rather than personal isolation was the major problem:

          
"We were 80 or 90 in a cell built for no more than 25, so we tried to maintain the utmost discipline. We formed a committee, but this was declared illegal. We were never allowed to speak on behalf of others. When we made a complaint it had to be 'I, but still we said We.' Then, they wouldn't listen to us.

          
"For the first five years, most of us worked in the quarries. We had to break stones, to fulfill a certain quantity of work each day. If not, we were punished at the weekend by the deprivation of three meals.

          
"In the first years many of us had this punishment. I for one was never able to fulfill my quota. It was impossible. Others helped me or I would steal from the previous day's stones. In 1971, the quarries were flooding, they had gone below sea level. So, we were employed bringing stones from the quarries to the prison yard itself. Quarry work now is supposed to be only a form of punishment.
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Psychological Assaults

          
Most prisoners, however, suffer far less from physical abuse than they do from their white jailers' almost constant psychological assaults. For example, South Africa's Prisons Act obliges authorities to allow all inmates to remain in contact with their families. Yet over the years, such communication has been severely restricted.

          
"More and more, we were cut off completely from the outside world,' even from our families," says Mararaj. "I once received a letter where all that was left was the address of the sender. The entire letter had been cut away, the blank paper between what had been paragraphs held the whole page together and at one end was the signature of the sender. But that counted as a letter received, when I was allowed only one every six months.

          
"At first they cut letters going out of Robben Island in the same way. But now they make it seem as though they

          


          

[
unclear: ot] been censored. They make 
[
unclear: rs] rewrite them, leaving out sections and if, after the second 
[
unclear: d] time, they are not satisfied, 
[
unclear: on't] send it. But the letters 
[
unclear: pri-receive—] they just use the 
[
unclear: scis-]

          

[
unclear: en] my wife, Tim, visited me she 
[
unclear: e] she was leaving the country on permit. I then asked the 
[
unclear: com-nt], as she is leaving, please let 
[
unclear: nbine] my next three or four (each letter is limited to 500 so I can deal with all sorts of problems, misunderstandings 
[
unclear: n] us.

          
said: Yes, it was okay. I wrote a 
[
unclear: ge] letter and was assured it had 
[
unclear: ent]. All those years I believed 
[
unclear: I] received it and perhaps 
[
unclear: under-] . . until I came here. Yes, she 
[
unclear: ceived] bits and pieces of my 
[
unclear: all] cut up. She never knew what 
[
unclear: eally] wanted her to know."

          

[
unclear: n] when family members are 
[
unclear: b] to visit an inmate, watchful are careful to see that the 
[
unclear: abso-hibition] against outside news is 
[
unclear: ined]. Any remark that does not directly to family affairs 
[
unclear: auto-ly] terminates a visit. A family 
[
unclear: er] may not, for example, say, 
[
unclear: s] been an earthquake in Iran or 
[
unclear: tion] in the United States."

          

[
unclear: ne], however, prisoners learn to 
[
unclear: et] certain signs of outside tur
[
unclear: for] instance, when magazines 
[
unclear: te] with an extraordinarily large 
[
unclear: r] of articles clipped from their it is usually a sign that political has increased in South Africa. Moreover, such periods are usually accompanied by increased brutality on the part of the guards.

          
Such physical abuse, which once included outright torture, has been moderated of late by United Nations, Red Cross and Amnesty International complaints and in response to protests by the prisoners themselves. However, when one group of inmates recently staged a hunger strike, they were convicted of "endangering their own health" and given longer sentences.

          
Such punishments are part of Robben Islands incredibly intricate system of internal discipline, which specified more than 20 types of punishable insubordination, including disrespect, negligence at work, conversing without permission, singing, whistling, lodging a false or frivolous complaint and acting in a way contrary to good order and discipline.

          
Inmates guilty of such infractions can be put in solitary confinement, deprived of food, whipped or demoted to a lower classification level. For literate prisoners and those in single cells, the latter penalty is particularly feared, for it automatically deprives them of one of their most cherished privileges—the right to study.
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Studies Restricted.

          
Robben Island inmates are sometimes allowed to take certain correspondence courses, though they must pay all fees themselves. For many of the better-educated men, work and study are the only ways of maintaining sanity. But the islands work itself is a punishment and study has become a weapon willfully used by prison authorities.

          
"They knew how important our studies were to us," says Mararaj. "There always seemed to be an excuse—some trivial offense; you were charged, sentenced, then deprived of studies for the rest of the year. This always seemed to happen at examination time. So, you lost the 200-300 rand (about $230-$345) in fees and couldn't take your exams.

          
Moreover, even when it is permitted, study is restricted by a harsh and arbitrary code. No post-graduate programs are permitted—a particularly cruel restraint on professional men. At the undergraduate level, all legal courses are banned, as are physical and political sciences and all foreign languages. Inmates may order only those books required for their particular course and not those on recommended reading lists.

          
"There are always tremendous difficulties in getting prescribed books," Mararaj recalls. "Sometimes, a book would arrive, was approved and passed by the censor, but just held back. Then another year would pass before you could take your exam. One chap had the Oxford dictionary taken from him because he could not prove it was a book prescribed for his course."

          
Finally, the money to finance correspondence courses may be obtained only from the prisoner's next of kin.

          
But despite white administrators' calculated attempts to demoralize the political prisoners on Robben Island, they have failed. In fact, people forced to live under this prison apartheid seem to gain an even greater political awareness.

          
Mararaj describes his own experience: "This was the first time for me, as a black man, that I had whites with me day in and day out, on an ordinary level. I came to understand what they said. I realized the importance of learning Afrikaans history, of reading Afrikaans literature, of trying to understand these ordinary men, the warders, the white elite—all whites are elite in South Africa—with whom we are dealing, how they are indoctrinated, how they react. "They all have a blank wall in their minds. They just could not see the black man as a human being."

          
Prisoners, supported by a nebulous community invisible to the guards, learned to draw strength from each other. Mararaj says: "In a sense. I also became more tolerant. I came to realize that we each have our weak points.

          
"When I left Robben, I came away with one unshakable conviction. I saw that we had to fight to overcome this system, and that it cannot be done by peaceful means, that you cannot humanize apartheid by modifications or by cosmetic changes.

          
"It must be overthrown by force of arms. Not one of us who passed through prison, whatever our previous beliefs, came out believing that change can come by peaceful means."
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Resistance Survives Bulldozers

        

          
Protected by armed policemen, a bulldozer plowed through the first flimsy structures of the Unibel camp on January 16, as the South African government continued its drive against squatter camps in the Cape Town area.

          
The walls came tumbling down. Cardboard, wood and tin cannot stand for long against the blade of a bulldozer. But the spirit of the people who lived at Unibel and several nearby squatter communities demolished during the last year, does not appear to be crumbling so easily.

          
In the past year the government has stepped up its campaign of flattening the homes of an estimated 400,000 illegal squatters in the Cape Town area. At the end of November, the Squatter Control Section of the Divisional Council of the Cape reported proudly that it had demolished 1,487 "unauthorized" shacks during the 11 month period ending on August 31, 1977. "Because of the urgent necessity for their services, the staff of this section has been augmented by the engagement of six coloured people as laborers on a casual basis to carry out demolition work," the reported added.

          
As an added incentive to uproot people who have been declared "illegal aliens" in their native land, the government has offered free rail passage to the "homelands" for blacks who will take them. The response has not been enthusiastic, despite an additional government offer to chip in free transport of "excess baggage such as bicycles, sewing machines, rolled mattresses and trunks . . . but not furniture." In the wake of the largest demolition to date at the Modderdam Camp in August, the government reported that only 130 squatter families representing 350 people had taken up the offer.

          
Far more typical, apparently, was the response of one Modderdam squatter as he watched his home destroyed. "I don't know the Transkei," Clifford Nyarashe told a reporter, 'I've lived all the time in Cape Town. I'll sleep on the pavement tonight, but I'm not leaving this place."

          
Despite government claims that the Cape has been reserved as an area for "coloured" and not black labor, many black squatters like Nyarashe have never seen their reputed homelands in the Transkei and Ciskei. Those who have are hardly more anxious to hop on the train.

        

        

          
Not Going Back

          
"I came here to work, to feed and clothe my family and maybe to provide them one day with a real home," another Modderdam squatter explained. "I cannot do it in CisKei where I came from because there is no work there. Why must it be a crime for me to want to give my family what the white 
[
unclear: le] want for theirs?

          

[
unclear: My] home was just a shack," he 
[
unclear: cond] angrily. "It was made of tin and 
[
unclear: a] and board But it was my home, they want me to take my things 
[
unclear: to] back to Ciskei. Co back to what? 
[
unclear: to] a job. Not to a roof over my To nothing. We will never forget they have done to us."

          
the face of fierce black resistance 
[
unclear: utcries] from liberal whites, the 
[
unclear: ment] has refused to budge from 
[
unclear: sition].

          
we do not stand firm, we will more sorrow for more people in Western Cape," Deputy Minister 
[
unclear: ntu] Affairs VV. A. Cruywagen told 
[
unclear: pathetic] congress of the ruling 
[
unclear: nal] Party in Cape Town.. He 
[
unclear: ed] out that if squatters were 
[
unclear: told] in the Cane then squatting 
[
unclear: d] have to be allowed in the rest of 
[
unclear: a] Africa, underlining the official that, unlike whites, blacks have 
[
unclear: ght] to live where they choose.

        

        

          

[
unclear: nunity] Spirit Strong

          

[
unclear: ule] many whites had been 
[
unclear: imed] by the community spirit of 
[
unclear: lerdam] and Unibel, Cruywagen 
[
unclear: idence] of a sinister plot. 
[
unclear: Accord d] a report in 
The Argus. "Mr. 
[
unclear: vagen] claimed those who said was no organization behind the 
[
unclear: ishment] of squatter camps in the 
[
unclear: sula] area 'must tell another 
[
unclear: '] He was not saying every 
[
unclear: squat-as] part of an organized scheme. 
[
unclear: ere] had been clear signs the 
[
unclear: ;] were organized, with shacks 
[
unclear: at] in neat rows."

          

[
unclear: de] from laying out their shacks in 
[
unclear: ws], the squatters have managed 
[
unclear: vide] services at least on a par 
[
unclear: hose] available in legal 
[
unclear: communi-] The Modderdam-Unibel 
[
unclear: Com-] set compulsory sanitary 
[
unclear: re-nents] for even household and 
[
unclear: g] regulations to discourage 
[
unclear: over-ing]. Disputes were settled in a 
[
unclear: unity] court which convened Sunday.

          

[
unclear: n] after Modderdam was reduced 
[
unclear: nters] in August, Unibel 
[
unclear: squat-vested] the energy and money to 
[
unclear: sh] a clinic and their own school 
[
unclear: ive] salaried teachers and 200 students. The 'Nonzwakazi 
[
unclear: "] (School of Beauty) was 
[
unclear: ed] into a one room wood-and-
[
unclear: lack], only about 20 by 40 feet. 
[
unclear: quatter] children are used to 
[
unclear: ed] quarters. Principal Annie reported that attendance ran at 
[
unclear: rcent]. "We instruct pupils in the basic three Rs, geography, history. Afrikaans, English, Xhosa and health and hygiene, she said. "The health and hygiene subject is made especially relevant to camp life. For instance, pupils are taught the necessity of cleanliness around their shacks, personal cleanliness and gardening."

          
By now, Nonzwakazi School too is splinters. But the children may well be applying what they learned there to the hygiene of new shacks. For the options open to them and their parents remain as limited as those available to the rest of South Africa's black majority population.

          
I have been a squatter for a long time," remakred Philemon Radebe, a 45-year-old laborer and father of four. "I have lived in many camps because it is the only life I am allowed. I could live in bachelor quarters. But I am a man And like all men who have families, I want to live with my family. So I will move from here to some other place and from there to another place because my wife and children will stay with me no matter what the government does."

          
Where would he go next, he was asked. "Somewhere," Philemon Radebe said. "In another bush."

        

        

          
Official Schools Still Empty

          
While the government may have succeeded in destroying Nonzwakazi School, it remains singularly less successful at filling the classrooms in Soweto and other townships. Emptied by boycotts and often gutted by arson after the government took them over from local authorities last September, the Soweto secondary schools did not graduate a single student in the school year that ended in December. As the deadline for applications for the new year neared, only "a few thousand" applications had been received. A year ago, the secondary schools in Soweto opened with more than 27,000 students enrolled.

          
And when the primary schools opened in mid-January, less than half the students returned to classes. Reports from Johannesburg included accounts of policemen beating school-aged children on the streets, despite the fact that education is neither compulsory nor free for black South Africans. Meanwhile, hundreds of Soweto students are attending classes organized like those at Nonzwakazi School completely outside government channels and taught by some of the more than 400 teachers who resigned in protest of government policies last fall.
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NZUSA & Education

        

          
One of the complaints frequently directed at NZUSA is that it fails to place sufficient emphasis on the so-called "relevant student issues" of education and wet welfare. This being the case I naively expected to see all the "big guns" at the commission, to hear eloquent debate, fiery rhetoric and weighty consideration given to the various issues.

          
While I wish to cast no aspersions on the competence of those involved, the fact remains that the Education Commission was a fairly low-keyed affair. Indeed those who campaigned most vigorously for an elevated status for education and welfare were most conspicous in their absence from the commission.

        

        

          
Education: A Consensus Issue?

          
There are two reasons for this lack of excitement in the commission. First, nothing of a very controversial nature came up (90% of policy passed unanimously with Lincoln the only dissenting voice in most of the remainder). The faults in our university education system are manifestly obvious to anyone who chooses to think about it, and the remedies are equally apparent. Consequently Education is not as fierce a commission as some of the others.

          
The other reason relates to the nature of those decisions. Consider a motion like: "That NZUSA believes a rigorous system of compulsory lecturer training and lecturer evaluation along with increased student participation in course design is essential to improving the quality of education at universities". Now this seems a commendable motion, and as it was moved by VUW SA I hope no student here would disagree that it represents a worthy ideal. But how amid NZUSA implement it?

          
Some might reply that NZUSA should work on two levels. It should co-ordinate at a national level all campus-orientated moves which are in line with this policy. This role would consist of providing information and advice on campus and also communicate the problems other campuses may have faced in similar moves. On a different level it could make high level recommendations to those echelons of the university system to which individual constituents might not have access.

          
This sounds lovely, but does it work? At present there is almost no on-campus activity that NZUSA could co-ordinate on this issue. It is pointless for NZUSA to make submissions to universities where there is no evidence (in terms of action) that there is real dis-satisfaction.

          
This meant that of eight action motions in the commission, five were instructions to write or complete reports, two pertained to the bursaries issue, and the last one is dealt with below.

          
How is it possible for so many people to call for greater emphasis on education when inactivity on their own campuses renders any action useless?

          
Well, one might reply, in that case NZ USA should first concentrate on stimulating such campus activity. The Commission considered that option also. It moved: "That NZUSA produce publicity material on the deficiencies of the present teacher training system for academic staff at universities, and co-ordinate with OUSA a workshop on that subject..."

          
Although this may seem a little weak, when the motion was discussed the commission (or I at least) envisaged a well-publicised, well attended workshop, where the media would be utilised to give full public coverage to the issue of staff training. An ideal way to stimulate staff, student and public awareness of the problem.

          
Is it going to work that way? No. There is such a thing in NZUSA called a budget, and it's very hard to get money out of. This venture extracted $200 from it. Such a sum is not going to go very far to stimulate anyone's awareness of the issue.

          
The point is this. If campuses want NZ USA to take the bulk of the responsibility for increasing student involvement, then they must give it the money to do the job.

        

        

          
NZUSA and Bursaries

          
One might then ask if this argument extends to all other aspects of NZUSA policy. The simple answer is no. Consider the example of the bursaries issue. Why was NZ USA not hampered there by student apathy? The answer, of course, is that it was severely hampered through poor student response, but in campaign situations this is not so crippling.

          
In campaigns NZUSA can simultaneously stimulate student awareness and endeavour to action policy. By organising marches (even the relatively small Bursaries marches of last term) NZUSA stimulates the student involvement insofar as it provides a focal point for action and can be used on campus to promote a consideration of the issues involved. At the same time, if effective, it can play a role in the decision procedure adopted by the government.

          
Although the commission decided against having another march this year (for obvious reasons) it was resolved that NZ USA would continue to provide a lead for the other campuses by organising:


	a national day of action

	meetings on bursaries and education with politicians of various shades

	publicity campaigns

	lobbying

	publication of appropriate literature
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Hopefully, even if it fails to stimulate other campuses into greater action, it will stimulate enough student awareness to prevent the issue dying.

          
One little gem did come out of the commission. It was moved: "That NZUSA believes that the standard of teaching in New Zealand universities is at an appallingly low ebb, offering no education, but a brainwashing in the polluted wastes of a decadent and dying society." Although passed unanimously in the commission, the motion was turfed out during the final plenary. Pretty serious, some of these people.

          

            
Peter Beach
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Since 1957 independence, the past M'sia government (UMNO coalitions) in partnership with the foreign investors have kept telling the people at home and abroad how successful they have been in solving the problems of poverty and the landless peasants.

          
Two major schemes, FELDA and MUDA, have played major parts in the 'Green Revolution' Plan. An attempt will be made to summarize the two schemes and the so called M'sian Green Resolution plan, hoping the readers will have a wider perspective for understanding the economic situation of the Malaysian People.

        

        

          
1) FELDA Scheme (Federal Land Development Authority).

          
FELDA was set up in 1956, heavily financed by the world and Asian Development Banks. The loans allowed the Malaysian government to employ private contractors to open up jungle land and build houses. A large number of Malay peasants applied and 'lucky' families were each given a house and 8— 14 acres of land. In return payment of 6½% compound interest was taken by the government from the sale of crops (rubber and palm oil) until their debt of $15,000 — $20,000 was cleared.

          
In 1977, figures showed only 262 out of 40,000 families managed to clear their debts and and receive ownership rights to the land. 39.736 families are in heavy debt because of the compound interest on their land. The Felda scheme came under the third Malaysian plan (1976-80). It was hoped to settle 5,100 families every year but the present land policy and past colonial structures have made 10,000 peasants landless annually.

          
What FELDA did was to solve the landless problem of a small number of settled families for one generation but it failed to solve the peasant landlessness and thus worsened rural poverty and unemployment.

        

        

          
2) 
Muda Scheme

          
MUDA entailed using 350,000 acres of land of Northern Malaya and settling 50,000 families heavily financed by the World and Asian Development Banks. The loan was M$2.2 Million at 7% to 8.75% interests. Under the scheme, construction of dams and canals have led to the diversion of water from numerous tributaries over a wider area to irrigate selective areas. The elective lands belong to landlords and other rich people. This means that peasants who were not involved in this scheme suffered from shortages of water for their rice fields.

          
The scheme itself showed that 75% of peasants rent land at a cost of 1/3 to 2/3 of the procution value. They also have to pay 'tea money' for annual renewal of the tennancy and Islamic tax, which constitutes about 10% of their earnings.

          
"For the interest of the people", the National Padi and Rice Authority Board was set up in 1971 giving sale purchasing rights to a few top bureaucratic elites in the UMNO coalition. They would buy rice from farmers at a fixed price often below the free market price. It is illegal for the farmers to sell the rice in the market directly.

        

        

          
Who Benefits?

          
In the last two years, the two schemes have yielded enormous profits to foreign investors from the sale of fertilizers. In the MUDA scheme, the foreign companies increased the prices of fertilizer in 1972 which meant the peasants had to pay and extra $1 million. The same year showed the total sale of fertilizers by the companies amounted to $48.85 million for the two schemes.

          
These two schemes have proved they are ex-sentially meant to serve the interests of foreign investors, local feudal landlords and the Malay bureaucracy. The poor peasants have to work as cheap labour on the estates or padi fields.

          
This is why the government does not encourage the peasants to apply privately for land but to join the government development schemes.

          
We will discuss the 'Green Revolution' and the reaction of the poor peasants in a future issue.

          

            
              Legal Referral

            
            
From the second term the Law Faculty Club will be operating a legal referral scheme, staffed by volunteer senior law students.

            
This service will be provided free and will operate on 
Wednesdays between 12 and 2 pm in the Board Room on the first floor of the Student Union Building.

            
Students may avail themselves of the service simply by calling in to discuss any problems where they feel we may be able to help with advice.
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[
unclear: Jogging]
            
          

          
The universal panacea for physical fitness? Well not quite but it certainly is a valid form of 
[
unclear: craining] and a proven way to improve the 
[
unclear: heart-ung] oxygen exchange system, is demonstrated 
[
unclear: co] lower levels of serum cholesterol and serum 
[
unclear: riglycerides] (those naughty chemicals), can be quite enjoyable and needs no special facilities.

        

        

          

            
How to Start: Small & Regularly
          

          
Although physiologically 3 sessions a week is 
[
unclear: ust] adequate it is far easier to establish a jogging 
[
unclear: outine] if you participate more regularly, say 4 
[
unclear: or] 5 times a week and keep the quality and 
[
unclear: uantity] down.

          
Pick yourself a good pair of running shoes Recreation Centre Staff will advise you on what to buy). You need a T-shirt and/or a 
[
unclear: weater] or tracksuit top and/or a pair of shorts, 
[
unclear: racksuit] pants (Remember Wellington is cold 
[
unclear: n] winter). (Does this mean you can have just 
[
unclear: sweater] -Ed.)

          
Now start running............

          

[
unclear: 
Were] ........ preferably on grass, roads can jar

          

[
unclear: he] legs and cause injury.

          

[
unclear: 
When]........when your timetable permits but 
[
unclear: here] art no particular benefits from running 
[
unclear: efort] sunrise or after sunset. However each to is/her own and a group of joggers leaves the 
[
unclear: ecreation] Centre every lunchtime just after 
[
unclear: noon].

          

[
unclear: 
How]
Far......if you are a beginner then 10) 
[
unclear: minutes] of steady paced running; that is, a 
[
unclear: ace] which you feel that you can maintain for 
[
unclear: at] time without collapsing, is adequate. Don't 
[
unclear: orry] about the distance you are covering and 
[
unclear: e] more varied the scenery the quicker the 10 
[
unclear: inutes] goes. The Botanic Gardens offer an 
[
unclear: eal] jogging environment in this respect.

          

[
unclear: 
Rogress]........As you adjust to your jogging 
[
unclear: gime] you will feel as though you could go 
[
unclear: rther]. Extend your running time gradually, 2 minutes per week for example. For most of us there is no need to go beyond 20 minutes and at that stage you should be looking at more difficult courses, faster running and so on.

          

Jogging Routes. The Recreation Centre Staff have maps of many routes to try, so come and talk to them about it.

        

        

          

            
Saturday Night Fever Hits
          

          

Victoria.......Tuesday 6th June 5.30 - 6.30 in the Recreation Centre for 3 weeks......learn to disco dance a la John Travolta. We provide the music, you provide a body.

        

        

          

            
Training Notes a Proper Diet is Important
          

          
Studies have shown that many individuals live on a diet with fewer than 200kcal/day. The explanation is that they are habitually physically inactive. However, with traditional diet an intake of more than 200kcal/day is necessary to satisfy the body's needs for most vitamins, minerals and proteins. If the diet has a preponderance of foods with low contents of these vital substances, which is the case if it is rich in fats, sugars, sweets, snacks, cookies and cakes, the risk of malnutrition and disease increases.

          
Some 25% of women suffer from iron deficiency anemia. In some areas of the USA it is reported that up to 60% of teenage girls have an intake of some vitamins below the recommended amount. Some of our "modern" diseases including atherosclerosis, may at least partly be consequences of a chronic malnutrition.

          
The best way for low calorie consumers to quarantee an adequate diet is for them to become high calorie consumers by increasing their degree of physical activity. You can eat more and automatically get pleasures in life; if you are physically active you may eat more without becoming obese.

          
To summarise: those who are habitually inactive must watch their diet very carefully and select food items rich in nutrients. For the physically active individual the choice of food is less important and critical.
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To all Cystitis Sufferers.

          
It is a very common complaint in the female student. The signs and symptoms are:



	1.
	Frequency of urine,


	2.
	Burning and a painful sensation when urinating.


	3.
	Fever.


	4.
	Swelling around the vagina.



          
All signs and symptoms are caused by bacteria in the uretha which infects the bladder and occasionally the kidneys, which can lead to a more serious illness.

          
Cystitis in females can be caused by the introduction of E. Coli (75% of all cases) following vigorous sexual intercourse.

        

        

          

            
Prevention:
          

          


	1.
	Wash the genital area before and after intercourse and morning and night.


	2.
	Urinate following intercourse has been recommended.


	3.
	Use condoms to help prevent infection.


	4.
	Do not use vaginal deodorants.


	5.
	Good fluid intake and avoid coffee, tea, alcohol and spices as they irritate the bladder.


	6.
	Empty the bladder frequently.


          
Here at the Health Service the Doctor sends your midstream urine specimen to the laboratory for testing and then will usually prescribe an antibiotic.

          
For you to help relieve symptoms yourself drink up to 4 pints of water daily as this dilutes the urine and washes out the uretha.

          
Other causes can be: hormonal changes, stress, childbirth, chemicals or physical problems e.g. blockage in the uretha.

          
Don't Be Shy About Seeking Help From Your Doctor.
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Cooking

        

          

            

[image: Drawing of someone sitting next to a pie]
          

          
Here we have it, a cooking column! In addition to recipes Salient will also be providing some gardening hints. This week (cooking, not gardening) it's cabbage; a recipe guaranteed to turn every boarding school saturated mind back onto one of the marvels of the present day, a cheapish vegetable.

        

        

          

            
Skillet Cabbage
          

          
You'll need -


	1 electric fry pan (or skillet or wok)

	2 tblsp. margarine, butter or oil

	1 clove garlic (crushed)

	1 onion (cut into small pieces)

	3/4 medium cabbage (finely sliced)

	3-4 medium carrots (coarsely shredded)

	½ tsp. paprika (or other herbs)

	1 tsp salt

	1-2 tblsp. soy sauce



          
Fry garlic and onion rapidly until soft.

          
Add cabbage and carrot. Stir often over high heat for about 10 minutes.

          
Add paprika, salt, soy sauce and pepper (to taste). Blend quickly then serve.

          
If you must have meat (and most New Zealanders eat far too much) try some finely cut liver or mince. Brown this beforehand and then put back in shortly before saucing and herbing to heat through.

          
Other variations - try raisins, currants etc., pour over eggs shortly before cabbage and carrots are cooked, or add chopped roasted peanuts.
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Mid—Year Examination Workshops
        

        
Feeling hassled about your mid-year exams?

        
Worried about catching up and getting it together in time.....?

        

Why not Register for an Exam Workshop?

        

Friday 9th 
June

        


	4.
	10 a.m. — 11 a.m.


	5.
	Noon — 1 p.m.


	6.
	2 p.m. — 3 p.m.


        
These workshops will be concerned with the business of sitting examinations — and how to tackle papers effectively.

        
All the workshops will take place in the Smoking Room — 1st Floor, Union Building.

        
If you would like to attend a workshop, please contact Sue Kollaros at the Counselling service, 2 Wai-te-Ata Road (721-000 ext 619)..
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Examinations Hints Kit
        

        

There are 168 Hours in a Week - calculate 
Now how many of these hours you intend to spend on 
Study and Recreation before and during the examination period.

        

Plan ahead what you will study in any given period. 
Spaced Learning is more effective than massed learning. Work through your summaries and checklists as often as possible.

        

Practise Recalling - reading and note-taking without 
Recalling are an ineffective basis for remembering. Remember that "recognising" something does not mean that you really know it - for that you need to be able to 
Recall, Formulate Questions for yourself as you study.

        

Clarify Doubts with staff, other students or texts 
As soon as Possible - otherwise they will hang around to bug you. 
Organise your material into meaningful patterns and groupings as an aid to memory.

        

Avoid Last—Minute at—Acks on new material. You could be spending the time 
Consolidating what you already know. (50 items you can recall without hesitation are more useful than 250 you can vaguely hope-that you might be able to recall — if you are lucky!)

        

Check Your Understanding of "Examination Verbs"

        

          

            
	Analyse
            
	Illustrate
          

          

            
	Assess
            
	Interpret
          

          

            
	Comment
            
	Justify
          

          

            
	Compare
            
	List
          

          

            
	Contrast
            
	Outline
          

          

            
	Criticise
            
	Prove
          

          

            
	Define
            
	Reconcile
          

          

            
	Describe
            
	Relate
          

          

            
	Discuss
            
	Review
          

          

            
	Enumerate
            
	State
          

          

            
	Evaluate
            
	Summarise
          

          

            
	Explain.
            
	Trace
          

        

        

Practise working through past examination papers - and make judicious decisions about likely topics in your forthcoming exams.

        

Practise working for 3 hours without smoking, talking or drinking coffee. See if you can refresh yourself by stretching - relaxing - and breathing.

        

Remember - There are no marks for martyrdom - Don't forget to eat, sleep and take breaks for recreation. You gel no credit for turning up at an exam a physical and nervous wreck.

        

          Good Luck

        

        

          

            

[image: TANDBERG BIOLOGY EXAM Preapare and read, carefully AND IF YOU CAN'T BE CAREFUL, BE GOOD!]
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Chess

        

          
A small contingent of Vic students travelled 
[
unclear: a] to Auckland during the May holidays to do 
[
unclear: tle] with the Northern chess clubs. The match 
[
unclear: ainst] the Northshore club featured several 
[
unclear: intrsting] games, the diagrammed position rep resting the situation in the Leonhardt-Beach 
[
unclear: en-unter] before the concluding combination.

          
Ignoring the attack on his knight Black 
[
unclear: con-tued] I...Ng5!; 2. Rc7 (The main line is 2. hg4, 
[
unclear: 3] ch.; 3. gf3, Qf3; 4. Kfl, Rd8!; and White 
[
unclear: n't] prevent 5...Qh! ch.; Ke2, Bf3 ch.; and 7... 
[
unclear: 5ch.;)] Nf3 ch.; 3. gf3, Ne5; 4. Kfl, Nf3; 5. Qe Nd4; 6. Qg4, Qhl ch.; and White resigned as 
[
unclear: er] 7. Qgl, Bg2 ch.; wins the queen.

        

        

          


[
unclear: Curious] Continuations 
[
unclear: Ponsored] by Paramount and 
[
unclear: Enthouse] Cinemas)

          
In this week's problem White is to play and 
[
unclear: n] from the diagrammed position. Solutions 
[
unclear: ould] be handed in at the Salient office by 
[
unclear: mid-y] Wednesday. The first correct solution draw 
[
unclear: t] of a hat wins the prize of a double pass to 
[
unclear: ei-er] the Paramount or Penthouse cinemas.

          
The solution to last week's problem was Rd5 ch.; cd5; 2. Nd3 ch.; ed3; 3. f4 mate. 
[
unclear: e] winner was M. Berry

          

[
unclear: Tickets] can be picked up at the Salient office.

          

[
unclear: vid] Beach.

          

            

[image: Drawing of a chess board]
          

          

            

[image: Drawing of a chess board]
          

        

        

          

            

[image: THE NEW ZEALAND STUDENTS' ARTS COUNCIL (INC) NATIONAL STUDENT DISCOUNT SCHEME JUNE 1978 — WELLINGTON DOWNSTAGE THEATRE COMPANY PRODUCTION: "State of the Play" Roger Hall DATE: 8th June—16th July VENUE: Hannah Playhouse, Courtney Place CONCESSION: Students $1.00 off AMAMUS THEATRE GROUP PERFORMANCE: Hamlet by William Shakespeare DATE: June 14th—June 24th VENUE: Wellington Concert Chamber CONCESSION: Students $2.50 Public $3.50 PS. DON'T FORGET THE JOAN ARMATRADING DISCOUNT DATE: June 11th TIME: 8.30 p.m. and 6.00 p.m. VENUE: Town Hall CONCESSION: Students $7.50 Public $8.50]
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Finger Picking Superb

        

          
Interview with Leo Kottke
        

        
Leo Kottke appears as haggard as only a musician could after a protracted twelve hours of timetable re-arrangements and airport shutdowns. Watching the thin beads of sweat breaking across his brow - periodically being removed by a white towel - it is easy to forget that he has been voted the world's top acoustic guitarist by Guitar Player for the past three years. Also, though it might not be too relevant musically, the prurient among you will certainly be interested to learn that Playboy's readers voted him number two amidst the pickers in their most recent issue, five spaces ahead of Ry Cooder. Write on, rabbit!

        
He was on stage 45 minutes after arrival in Wellington and captivated, easily, a surprisingly full, and selective, house that had survived this blisteringly icy night with a display of consummate artistry.

        
From two feet, he is the straightest picture you could imagine. Shortish brown hair, somehow tousled, regular white cotion business shirt with ever so tiny rectangular imitation pearl buttons, brown shiny FBI shoes, and matching pants. He is friezed amidst the formica table and a light surrounded mirror in front of which is lined an array of celery and cheese and tomato.

        

          

[image: Photographes: Grant Angus]

Photographes: Grant Angus


        

        

          
You transcended the white folk guitar image years ago. How exactly would you describe the music that you're playing now'?
        

        
I haven't been able to think of a description for it, because I make it all up myself - the tunes and all - things I have stumbled into. And I don't know any more what they are to be called than anyone else. Except that it's a lot like what everyone else is doing with their guitars. People sitting around at home and playing, and working up a few tunes. It's sure nice. I've seen one house so far.

        

          
You were talking earlier tonight about music being a familial thing in your formative years. Did most of your musical influences come from within your own family?
        

        
Yes, but I think the reason is that all the crackpots are in your own family. I mean, in your family the real weirdos - you know - are right .... very relative. The closer in you get, the more colourful it gets. That's what I was driving at.

        

          
And the influence it's had on your music?
        

        
It just seems to be a part of the soup behind it, you know. If I weren't fascinated by stuff like that, I wouldn't have anything to play. It was the way I felt like, I think.

        

          
About what time did you run into John Fahey?
        

        
Oh. Let's see. I made a record for him, and it was released. We have got to get one like that. I met him after that Takoma record was released, probably '68 or '69. My guitar was stolen that night. My wife became pregnant either that night, or the night before, we have decided.

        

          
One of those weird cosmic circumstances?
        

        
Yes. It was all kinds of stuff. We were mobbed by wild dogs, or not wild dogs. Reed College, Minneapolis, has a population of liberated dogs and everybody feeds them and they mobbed the stage. We had a ball, but then the next two jobs we did together were miserable for me, because I was missing my... you know, the guitar.

        

          
So then you got on to Capitol, and a succession of LPs. Of those, which is your favourite?
        

        

          
Dreams and 
All that stuff
        

        

What about the live one... even... 
My Feet Are Smiling?

        
The live one I have is definitely one of my more popular ones, but I have gripes about it. Because some of my tempi were rushed. And that bothers me, because I really don't play like that. I did right then, at that time, but now my tempo... or rather, it's not just tempo - it's your grip - your overall foundation inside the tune as it is happening is what I've got. It wasn't quite in there on some of them. On some of the others it's just fine.

        

Dreams and All That Stuff. 
What inclined you towards that particularly?

        
It's the one record I've done where the production, I thought, worked absolutely right for what my goals were.

        

          
You've probably been asked this one a lot before, too, but how many guitars do you have?
        

        
Well, I've got more than I would like to say. My problem is, after my first guitar was stolen, I went out and bought anything that even slightly appealed to me, thinking I could work it into something... ah... total, and as a result I've accumulated a tremendous amount of wrecks, and oddities, and eccentricities of guitars.

        

          
You have a musical knowledge that is being added to this as well?
        

        
Yes. I started music when I played trombone, but I find that I appreciate - I'm learning more about music now that I'm not studying it anymore, but I play it all the time. I think about it all the time.

        

          
What was responsible for the shift from Capitol?
        

        

          

[image: Photo of Leo Kottke]
        

        
Because they required an album every six months on the first contract, and wanted to do the same on the second contract

        

          
Which is not a good company relationship...
        

        
Yes. It's just too much. I thought they wouldn't let me. I told them I wanted to take a little more time, because I had been dried out by that schedule, and they were getting closer to it. That's just why this next record is taking so long to come out, because I wanted to take some time to settle down.

        

          
John Fahey once said some uncomplimentary things about your singing voice. Do you find that there are any problems as far as vocals go now?
        

        
No. Not anymore. I'm real happy with my singing now. Unfortunately, it was me who proved that, and wrote it. John didn't like it, either, but he didn't get me in any grief about it. You have got to talk to John. He's brilliant. He never stops laughing if he's in a good mood.

        

          
When you work in the studio, do you work fairly quickly, or do you spend a lot of time over dubbing things?
        

        
Each record is different for me. Some take in a whole lot of work. Some it just takes me a couple of days. The Takoma record took three hours. It's mainly a matter of how prepared you are before you go in. And under my old schedule, with Capitol, I was never prepared so it was always a real struggle. Now, I'm working everything out live, and that's the old way to do it. I mean, guys never had a chance to record in the past. They just would get off the bus and do what they had been playing the last 30 nights in a row. Bobby 'Blue' Bland still records that way, and so do a lot of road r &b bands, and I'm doing it that way now, because it works best for me.

        

Most guitarists concentrate on one aspect. You, however, channel your energies into not only six and 12 string virtuosity, but also bottleneck and plectrum stylings.

        
Because I'm interested in all of them. There's no ulterior motive. My musical taste is, I think, good for me and it's very non-discriminatory. I mean, I don't automatically discount anything.

        

          
Did Pete Seeger have much of an effect on you?
        

        
Sure. Because he was, in the States, the only fellow recording any instrumental bar jo or guitar who had any amount of distribution. As a result he was there for quite a while. He was all you could get to listen to That's fortunate because he has a hell off a good attitude about it all. A lot of 
[
unclear: peopl] today are a little too cool to remember 
[
unclear: ho] much he had to do with them and that's... too bad.

        

          
How has the reaction been to the first Chrysalis album?
        

        
I'd say mixed. But then, to everybody it sounds different from the other stuff 
[
unclear: I'v] done. And some people are real happy 
[
unclear: wit] that, and some people were surprised by that, and I like it and, I feel, some people feel it's muzak. It's interesting because I have never done a record that has caused as many arguments as that one. For me that means something or the other. My gripe with that one is that it was mixed and mastered and pressed at 30 inches per second. The standard is usually 15. Ideall it should be about 20.

        

          
How is the new album (to be arranged, as was the Chrysalis Leo Kottke album, by Jack Nitzsche) coming along?
        

        
Oh, there. We have one melody in 
[
unclear: min] that we are both thinking about, at least. It's going to take forever for us to actually get to work on it.

        

          
But you find the time you put into it pays off eventually...
        

        
"That handles eight hours in a car through New Zealand" interjects the promote.

        
(Takoma Records' motto is "Better Records Were Never Made", justly. Their address is PO Box 5369, Santa Monica. California 90405.)

        

          
Patrick O'Dea
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Films Apartheid Mentality

        


[
unclear: Laager] a UN documentary on South Africa

        
Another anti-apartheid film eh? More 
[
unclear: lacks] being beaten over the heads with 
[
unclear: lubs], more horror stories. Why bother? 
[
unclear: uch] better to spend one's time in the cafe, 
[
unclear: r] at a lecture, or... 1 mean, it's not going 
[
unclear: o] tell us anything new, is it? We've heard 
[
unclear: all] before. Stale! Passe! Boring!"

        

Laager is a new film from the UN that 
[
unclear: oks] at the white side of the Apartheid 
[
unclear: ture] and makes a serious attempt to how how the Afrikaaners came to their 
[
unclear: urrent] position in South Africa. It is all 
[
unclear: oo] easy to see the Afrikaaner ruling class 
[
unclear: s] a two-dimensional villains and cardboard 
[
unclear: ut]-out fascists. 
Laager avoids this by 
[
unclear: allow-g] prominant Afrikaaners to explain 
[
unclear: themelves]; the views they hold, their attitude towards South Africa and the world.

        
The central motif of the film is the Laager, the fortified encampment consisting of covered wagons drawn up in a circle to form a crude but easily defensible barrier. The early Dutch settlers, isolated from Europe, with only the Bible and a fiercely calvinistic faith to guide them, saw themselves as beseiged by hordes of savage pagan unbelievers. By skilfully combining film sequences from South African historical epics with contemporary newsreels, the film clearly shows how the Laager mentality of the Afrikaaners has remained fundamentally unchanged throughout the centuries. Gone are the covered wagons, but the Laager itself remains in the form of the Apartheid state.

        
Afrikaaner apologists for Apartheid interviewed in the film include a political scientist, a leading member of the judiciary and journalists. All make no attempt to conceal or water down their rascist ideology, but on the contrary jump at the chance to air their views. By using much new-steel footage going right back to the turn of the century, and by interviewing Afrikaaners opposed to the Apartheid system, the film effectively shows how these views and comments work out in reality. It exposes and emphasises the single most glaring contradiction in the Apartheid ideology - the fact that the whites, while wishing to remain racially pure, must rely on black labour to maintain themselves in a position of wealth and power.

        
Consequently the "homelands" policy, far from being designed to shift the blacks out of the cities and away from the whites, is actually designed to make the blacks foreigners with no rights in their own country, remaining in the cities as migrant workers to keep South Africa's industry going. "The situation in South Africa is this," says one influential Afrikaaner news editor, "The blacks breed and the whites feed."

        
So it's understandable that any policy which contains the slightest suggestion of equality between black and white is seen by the Afrikaaner as being a threat to the Laager's very existance. The Boers trekked out of the Cape colony in the 1830's when the British rulers abolished slavery, and set up their own Orange "Free" State. Half a century later they took up arms against the Crown in the Anglo-Boer war, and continued to oppose British rule up to the end of World War II (in which they participated with a reluctance that bordered on open revolt) when they finally rid themselves of British over lordship and established the apartheid state.

        
The basis for this struggle against British Imperialism was the preservation of the Laager. The irony of it is that having driven off their colonial masters, the Boers think they can continue to hold in thrall the black people of South Africa. The film clearly depicts the weakness of the Afrikaaner's position and shows how the repression of opposition parties and protest movements has failed to prevent the development of the liberation struggle in South Africa.

        
There is nothing in this film which could be described as "pretty" or "nice". Hearing the Afrikaner viewpoint and at the same time being able to put it into some kind of perspective reinforced for me the absolute necessity for the total destruction of the Apartheid system.

        
Hopefully it will be screened again. In New Zealand, where fascist trends are becoming all too apparent, it is essential to see how fascist policies work out in practice in a country like South Africa. It should also generate among New Zealanders an awareness of the urgent need to sever all links we have with the white Laager.

        

          
Harold Merriman
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VUWSA Film

        

          

            
A Clockwork Orange
          

          
Kubrick's second futuristic vision, this 
[
unclear: ime] about teenage violence and the effects 
[
unclear: of] modern aversion therapy. Malcolm 
[
unclear: Mc Dowell] plays the unfortunate Alex, who 
[
unclear: s] subjected to the Ludovico technique 
[
unclear: nd] becomes averse to his old favourite 
[
unclear: oves] (Beethoven) and pastimes (ultra-vio 
[
unclear: ence]). The ingenious and inventive Kub
[
unclear: ick] in fine form.

          
Thursday 8 June, 2.15 pm.

        

        

          

            
Harold and Maude
          

          
The comic story of an unusual relationship. Harold is a teenager preoccupied with death and suicide (his on-screen self-immolation and dismemberment are real gems!). Maude, his elderly companion, lives a carefree life. Together they provide the audience with humour, compassion and subtle statement about life and death, love and freedom. Hal Ashby (The Last Detail) directs.

          
Wednesday 7 June, 2.15 pm.

          

            

[image: "Take your time—I've only got one pair of hands!"]
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Drama

        
Old Flames ageing

        

          
Old Flames
        

        

          
by E.A. Whitehead directed by Ginette McDonald Circa
        

        
Whitehead's 1975 play deals with the relationships into which people are unwittingly flung, and the ever tightening spiders' webs which strangle and eventually kill.

        
Edward (played by Stephen Tozer) is free, casting old flames to the wind, in pursuit of .... His first love, his oldest flame (even before the pope) was his mother (Sue Dalison-Ryan); he later married Diana (Donna Akersten) then divorce left him free to marry Julie (Paula Keenan) who once discarded, led to Sally (Prue Langbein): old flames, but not without purpose.

        
Sally gives a dinner party, for guests who do more than amuse. With "Old Flames" E.A. Whitehead has tried to evaluate the attitudes of men and women in their changing relationships, the seventies attitude, living and "liberated".

        
Circa is ideal for intimate theatre, and Steve La Hood has created out of the stage area a houseboat, not a set but a scene. The attention to detail and the imaginative design, complimented by Ian McMinn's lights are worthy of high praise.

        
Old Flames is proving to be popular at Circa, as it should, but some questions should be asked. Why did Whitehead write this play in 1975? People have been aware of the so-called battle of the sexes for some time, but are we really getting the sort of analysis which keeps pace with social trends? Use of "language which may be offensive" dates this play: oh you remember - the year offensive language was fashionable and liberating. McDonald's directorial debut reveals an apt and perceptive ability which could develop into a recognised force in the field if she wishes. Her attention to detail is evident in the many brilliant characterisations which add trauma and dramatic effect.

        
Donna Akersten perfected the role of Diana, with the other cast members working well in their respective roles. There were occasional fluctuations of accents and the pace of the second act could have been tightened. With this type of play the tendency to become passive has to be carefully watched. However the overall impression of the play is of successful professional entertainment.

        

          
Louise Genet
        

        

          

[image: Prue Langbein and Stephen Tozer]

              
Prue Langbein and Stephen Tozer
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Campus Music

        

          

            
Oncerts Here and There
          

          
Something to look forward to is the 
[
unclear: perrmance] this Saturday of Beethoven's Mass 
D, Missa Solemnis. Erich Bergel conducts 
[
unclear: e] NZSO and the Orpheus choir. Difficult, 
[
unclear: ellectually] powerful, the Mass is 
[
unclear: Beethov-'s] most considerable single achievement.

          
The Poly-Vic Orchestra is playing 
[
unclear: Shost-ovich'] Symphony No. 1 on Wednesday 
[
unclear: ne] 14th at 1.10 pm. The Symphony was 
[
unclear: emiered] in Moscow in 1925 when the 
[
unclear: mposer] was only nineteen, and for many 
[
unclear: ars] Shostakovich was regarded as the 
[
unclear: mposer]-laureate' of the Soviet Union. 
[
unclear: ss] Harris will conduct the symphony 
[
unclear: ich] includes the piano as an orchestral 
[
unclear: trument], and exploits a wide range of 
[
unclear: trumental] sonority. Influences of Tch-aikovsky, Rimsky-Korsakov and Prokofief are all apparent in the work.

          
Lunchtime concert this Thursday will feature Berio's 
Sequenza for solo flute played by Richard Giese, plus Bridget O' Megan (cello) and Fiona Steedman (piano) performing Brahms' 
Sonata op. 38.

        

        

          

            
Opera Again
          

          
Suddenly after months of drought, the opera monsoon is here. In the last week of May the de la Tour Opera presented a double bill, Opera Technique is staging 
La Belle Helene from 7th-10th June and next week 
The Reformed Drunkard will be performed in the Memorial Theatre. What a pity they are all fairly lightweight works. With so much enthusiasm and talent waiting to be utilized let's hope it won't be long before we see something more substantial.

          
Though originating from two different centuries, do la Tour's one-act operas, 
Rita or the Battered Husband by Donizetti and Menotti's 
The Old Maid and the Thief, are alike in use of operatic convention and contrivance. First on the programme, 
Rita was written in 1840 and first performed at the Paris Opera Comique after the composer's death. Donizetti composed very quickly and his works tend to suffer from this facility. 
Rita is no exception, but the characteristically slick technique is none the 
[
unclear: ess] entertaining for all that. The English 
[
unclear: ranslation] jarred at times.

          
The singers were admirably cast. Les Dorizel (memorable as Albert Herring) made the most of his part as the battered husband, Anne Langston as Rita looked and performed charmingly as the part required and Roger Wilson's fine baritone enriched the ensembles.

          

The Old Maid and the Thief was originally written for radio in 1 939 and is Menotti's second opera. A period piece without a trace of modernity in music or drama, it was brought off by good production and casting: not a hitch anywhere. Both Marion Gray as Miss Todd and Frances Green as Laetitia were excellent.

          
Despite the unconvivial atmosphere of the Wellington College Little Theatre, no doubt necessitated by a shoe-string budget, the de la Tour Opera deserves high praise for their evening of opera.

          
Offenbach's 
La Belle Helene was first performed in 1864 and is typical of that prolific composer's work - the ultimate in 19th century Parisienne light entertainment. Frivolity with a touch of satire, Offenbach's music lacks the genuine wit of Sullivan and occasionally lapses into maudlin sentimentality. Apart from reservations about the work itself, with producer Peter Coates and musical director Peter Zwartz we can be confident of a high standard of production. Student concessions are available.

          

            
Julia Millen
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Letters

        

          

            

              
Letters must be typed, double spaced on one side of the paper, and should not run on and on boring everybody to death. They can be dropped into the letters box just inside the Salient door (middle floor of the Union Building, graveyard end), left at the Studass office, or sent c/o VUWSA, Private Bag, Wellington
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Two Exams too many

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          
What has happened to your assessment section? Students should constantly be trying to get fairer assessment but this has now been neglected. Why? First year history and law courses, for example, would he well worth investigating for heavy workloads. Also could someone explain to me why its necessary for some courses to have two exams? When surely one is sufficient. Two exams only means stress and tension are imposed not once but twice and this adds up to Double Worry!

          
I remember History 102 last year - we had to do 7 essays and one test and then after all that there were two exams as well! Surely end of course exams could be put together - 2 exams= 6 hours work.

          

            
Yours sincerely,

            Overworked

          

        

        

          
Speaking for Vic Students?

          

            
Dear Sir,
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As Victoria students we wish to extend our sympathy to Andrew Guest's views on some facets of NZUSA's present structure, which were revealed to us fully for the first time in his letter to Vic's "Salient" (May 22, 1978). We would cordially suggest that his outlook is shared by a substantial proportion of Victoria's student population; namely that "the structure of NZUSA does not allow for students at the so-called grass root level to become involved and identify with their National Association." We here at Wellington believe that the medianism of NZUSA needs to be changed — somewhat radically — to make more provision for individual participation and representation in order to make the Association their own Association and not that of a few 'elected' officials that are sent to May and August Councils. We, too, have little faith in the way our 'National Association' now stands and we are not surprised at the botched attempt by "Salient" to mislead Wellington students in not relaying a true impression of NZUSA to its readers.

          
We hope that the proposed new Student Conference presently slated for mid 1979 will help to resolve many of the relevant problems that NZUSA and the students throughout the country have encountered in the past few years as well as providing an opportunity for students from different campuses to unite together in both friendship and solidarity in order to get NZUSA on its feet and make it the Association that we all would like it to be.

          

Signed: (25) Victoria Students Wellington.


          

            
P.S. We are aware of the fact May Council has been and gone.

          

        

        

          
Deforming the Issue

          

            
Dear Mr Wilson,

          

          
I would like to attempt to restore a bit of sanity to the University Campus by making a few 'salient' remarks on certain matters arising from the SGM last week. The first is that motion 'passed' on the question of picketing the South African Consulate. Not only does this seem to be one of the more boring pastimes that certain 'old hand student die-hards' participate in, but it is also counter productive and stupid in the light of the present crisis that NZUSA finds itself in - exactly the kind of policies which some of the other university campuses find useless, vacant of all real meaning and are protesting about. Such action endangers even more the unity of the national association.

          
While I do not condone the actions of South Africa and its apartheid policies - as a matter-of-fact I abhor the entire situation - I am sure the South African government and the populace of Wellington are fully aware of the stance the university students take on the issue.

          
I would also like to inform the very much misinformed Mike Treen that a consulate, in and from any country, not only can but does accept diplomatic protests, especially when there is no Embassy in the country. Start barking up another tree Mr Treen,

          
Finally, the decision to picket was made at a time when many students had to leave to attend lectures, tutorials or labs (I note that the Student Exec, has done little to alleviate that particular issue. Can it be that they find it helpful in dispersing the opposition in order to push through those policies dear to their hearts? Note that, continually, these motions invariably come up after 1.10. We can't be there continually and keep our marks up too!!). This means that the vote on the motion was probably not truly representative of student feeling and would have been defeated earlier on.

          
One final word concerning the SGM. I had always thought that the chairperson at any civilized meeting was supposed to retain some sort of of decorum over the meeting. It appears, however, that at Vic any amount of character deformation may take place - our esteemed Editor and our vocal President seem to have something in common, at least.

          

            
A Steady Concerned

            
Student.

          

        

        

          
Support for Anti-Apartheid?

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          
Just how much support is there, I wonder, for the support your newspaper gives to the June 16th Mobilisation against apartheid, the South African Consulate, and the desire for formal ratification of the Gleneagles agreement.

          
There is a pamphlet on the board outside the Students Association office which shows a black person lying dead. The implication given is that White Policemen shot him. What it should show is that Black policemen shot and killed rioters in So we to who were firstly destroying those amenities built especially for them, and secondly threatening the lives of the policemen, Black and White.

          

Yours,

The Other Side.


        

        

          
The Fly by Night Issue

          

            
Dear Salient,

          

          
Frankly, the Pythagoras Owl issue has worn me out. I've lost weight, my hair is falling out and I've developed a couple of rather embarrassing nervous tics. I've travelled from Bluff to the Cape campaigning, writing letters, pleading with newspapers, coming up against censorship of the most vicious character; complex and well organised. My success has been minimal, it's become abundantly clear that there's big money behind this: certain people just can't afford the ramifications that public awareness of the issue will bring.

          
Now, at last a breakthrough, a triumph for democracy and freedom of speech! In last week's Salient a letter inquiring about Pythagoras Owl was published! Someone has stood up and spoken out, someone is interested, someone cares, my work hasn't been in vain; someone wants to know what the Pythagoras Owl issue really is!

          
Well I'm wrapped, I really am, I'm bloody pleased.

          

Warmest regards,

the only member of,
Students Against Censorship
.


        

        

          
Accepting the Course of History

          

            
Dear Simon,

          

          
I feel that it is time "the axe was buried" over many deep felt land issues like Bastion Point. It seems to me that the whole of New Zealand belonged to no person in the year x and through the course of history various people through various means have had various rights over the land.

          
In this instance there are a number of clashing interests at stake. Who am I to say who is correct? We could trace Maori ownership for almost every piece of land in New Zealand and its surrounds but history has wrestled it mainly off the "original" owners.

          
Therefore what shall we do? It seems to me that Joe Hawke and the many others remaining on the land have made a very good point. If I were robbed of my land I would demonstrate my indignation in whatever acceptable way was available.

          
But I would estimate that there is a point where the course of history must be accepted. I would be God to say the exact point in every case things should be accepted but at that point the axe must be buried. And to give an idea of what I am talking about - in this case of Bastion Point, I believe that the protestors should bury the axe at the present state of things rather than rattle the bones of the past any more.

          

            
Sincerely,

            
Donald Elley.

          

        

        

          
Seen a Spray-Painted Guitar?

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          
Fellow students, I appeal to your consciences and observations to help me apprehend the villanous culprit who removed my maroon spray painted classical guitar from Music Room 326 in the Hunter Building between Wednesday 17 and Tuesday 23 May. You would recognise the guitar if you saw it, as there is only one like it.

          
When reporting my plight to the caretaker of Hunter, he informed me that theft within the Varsity is as inevitable as pimples after chocolate or bowel movements after Allbran! Only last week a tin of catfood went missing from a locked fridge in his room; apparently it was an inside job!
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Perhaps this explains students lack of involvement in political/social/religious activities on campus; they're too busy planning their next theft!! Could any of the 12 honest souls on campus please help; any information would be appreciated.

          

            
John

            
              ph 848322
            
          

        

        

          
War: An Unacceptable Practice

          

            
Simon,

          

          
re. Mr Treen's article "Zaire: Corruption And And Rebellion" (Salient May29 at p. 7)

          
I have often been cynically amused at the way those who percieve the world in conflicting shades of Red and Blue can rationalise tragedy so that events are seen as supporting their particular ideological hang-up. No matter how horrific or brutal the scene (be it Vietnam or the Congo) it is always possible for these people to point to the excesses of the "other side" while dismissing those of their own.

          
Salient, being what it is (the forum for Capitalists, Zionists, Marxists, Maoists, and anyone else who has so far discarded rational objectivity as to become an "ist") gets a great many contributions that manage to inject "right" and "wrong" (which of course coincide with the author's politics) into situations of universal horror that should shame everyone — politics regardless.

          
Mr Treen's article on Zaire is rather more obvious than most in this respect. For example he writes that in their eight day occupation of Kolwezi the ". . . rebels had killed 
Only (my emphasis) 70 whites, and practically all of these 
After (his emphasis) the French and Belgians invaded, . .. . " When this is compared to "... the hundreds, if not thousands of blacks who have been 
Butchered (my emphasis) by the well trained French Foreign Legion mercenary force ... . " then "... the scale of things becomes clearer." The French troops are now carrying out a "...truly indiscriminate 'massacre'... . "

          
It appears that Mr Treen's political blinkers fix his line of sight so narrowly that he can dismiss the murder (I use the word's technical sense) of seventy people with the observation that "Practically all" were killed after the foreign troops arrived. It would seem that he sees the one event as justifying the other. Note too that they were merely "killed" (a clinical word), unlike the people who were "butchered" by the French But then the French were "well-trained".

          
Mr Treen also plays the numbers game i.e. your side butchered more people than my side killed therefore what my side did is understandable. Further, the French Foreign Legionaires are mercenaries. This implies that they have no right to be butchering in Zaire. That right is reserved for the Zairese.

          
Finally, the "truly indiscriminate" massacre being carried out by the French (reports of which are just now filtering through — presumably straight to Mr Treen). So the "well-trained" French mercenaries are butchering masses of people without inquiring as to their suitability for this exercise. How barbaric. Thus the killing of the seventy people by the rebels (ill-trained enthusiasts that they were) was a discrimate massacre. How acceptable. But then the victims were merely in an "unfortunate plight".

          
I would suggest to Mr Treen that the real victims in Zaire were all those unarmed, terrified men, women, and children who were murdered simply because they were unlucky enough to be there at the time. It matters not whether the murderer be black, white or piebald; zealous Freedom-Fighter - in - The-People's-Cause or a God-Fearing-Soldier-Of-The-Right. The end result is the same.

          
I would further suggest that there can be no ideological justification for such conduct that can stand against its human realities. The type of article that Mr Treen writes tries to do just this. I do not say that Mr. Treen does not fervently believe what he wrote to be "the truth", only that his perception of "the truth" has been determined by his political ego-centrism to an extent that is perhaps unfortunate in that it has prevented him from seeing that it does not matter who is murdering people in Zaire, or who is murdering the most — only that they are being murdered.

          

Yours faithfully,
Trite but True
.


        

        

          
SPUC Chickens Out

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          
In answer to your letter of last week from "Worried Man" (sic), the official position of the Society for the Protection of the Unborn Chicken (SPUC) on this important issue is that "every egg from the moment of conception, is a potential chicken and thus has an inalienable right to life".

          
The claims of those in the pro-ovivorous, anti-life camp ("every chicken a wanted chicken"), that when allowed to hatch, these chickens eke out a miserable existence, uncared for by a society that produced them, until they are slaughtered cruelly at the tender age of 12 weeks; are irrelevant. Our organisation washes its, hands of the whole affair once the chicken has hatched.

          

Yours &c.,

Marilyn Pullet,

President,
Society for the Protection of the Unborn Chicken.

        

        

          
Heymann Clarifies

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          
Re: "Another letter from La Heymann", Salient, May 29, page 15.

          
Like the editor, I can miss mistakes in my proof-reading, as in my letter which complains of your reporting Atashi as saying something he did not say (namely "That he did not come here to debate".)

          
The sentence you question should read: "Neither I nor anyone else heard him say that".

          
La Heymann

        

        
        



          
Tees Clarifies a Bit

          

Hi

Simon
 and 
Crew!


          
I really enjoyed reading the SGM report - it adequately reflected the 
Stirring that went on and it will continue, no matter how much 'Salient' lackeys try to stop it.

          
Regarding the motion "that VUWSA supports the picket of the South African Consulate on Wednesday the 31st of May at 12 o'clock and postpones the SRC meeting accordingly" - I opposed it because it was 
Unrepresentative of True Student Feeling on the issue - that's not to say that I support apartheid; far from it.

          
It is just this type of 
So-Called "International Policy" that Alienates to a Certain Degree the Great Mass of Students from the Students Association and has the effect of down-playing the "
Closer" and some would say the more "relevant" issues such as bursaries, assessment and possibly recent important happenings such as Bastion Point. Besides, if we in NZ cut off all communication with SA how do we communicate our concern about the racist policies there?

          
Finally, if I felt that the student's support was so great (ie. Why was the motion 
Only passed 47 for and 42 against? and why don't 1,000 plus students turn up on the picket?) and that feeling was strongly in favour in this type of policy amongst all students I would be the first to support it. The fact is, however, that it is not. I feel that the motion as passed by a small sectarian section of students at the meeting is totally unrepresentative of most Victoria student's views. I expect somebody to rip into this, but remember it's only an attempt, by no means complete - poor or bad - to clarify things a bit.'

          

Signed

Andy Tees

(alias Che Guevara)


          

            
PS



	1.
	When's the next Palestinians Debate?


	2.
	Congratulations to the new Publications Officer.


	3.
	
I Love wild life displays


	4.
	I, like Hay man Esq will be surprised if you publish this.



          

        

        

          
A Tasek Utara Case in New Zealand

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          
What happened on 25th, May up at Auckland should not come as a surprise. The past events have proved that the ruling clique will use brutal force when their sweet words fail. Bastion Point is just one of these events and should serve as a lesson to all New Zealanders that "Demcracy is dead"! Certainly it is, but it died long ago!

          
The Bastion Point issue reminded me of 1975 when the Malaysian Government used demolit-squads, bull-dozers, army personnel, riot squad and police to pull down hundreds of so-called squatter houses at Tasek Utara in Southern Malaya. This fascist action left thousands homeless and many others were arested. The government also arrested hundreds of students who gathered at the scene to protest and to show solidarity with the people. Some of them are still in jail.

          
What can we learn from these parallel issues? In both cases, the minority upper class is indiscriminately oppressing the lower class. Laws are passed in Parliament not to keep order and protect the citizens, but to suppress the people, to confine and detain them. Until the majority has been awakened and united, this state of existence will persist. But the dawn has broken

          

View by a Malaysian.


        

        

          
Carson Attacked

          

            
Dear Simon,

          

          
Once again Salient finds itself the vehicle for FLO propaganda (April 24th) on the Middle East

          
Yes, Carson is back yet again to haunt us like a horrible Golem long thought dead. Only two year ago he slyly misused his executive power in the position of International Vice President of NZUSA. In spite of that body's policy recognising the existence of the State of Israel, Carson misrepresented students of NZ by initiating a motion at the Asian Students association (ASA) to eject the Israeli Students Association (ISA) from that union. Yes, Don, we still remember the facts.

          
The very things he alleges that the Israelis have done to the Arab Palestinians he did to the Israelis. In effect the Israeli students no longer have a strong body to represent them. Carson and his cronies have denied the rights of the Israelis (Moslem, Christians and Jew) to self determination. Hypocrisy is one of the most effective weapons used in any political activity. Throughout the world people (like Carson) say one thing and do another with impunity.

          
The fact that Carson is now stationed at Massey and sending his propaganda articles around the country proves he is on the rampage again, and we can expect the same sort of tactics that he has used in the past. For example at Massey AGM Carson attempted to pass a motion condemning the Israeli government for intransigence "by preventing developments towards the creation of a democratic secular and unitary Palestine". This motion was 
Lost as was the next; which claimed that the PLO be recognised as representing the Palestinian people.
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Getting back to the motions; perhaps Mr Carson does not realize that the PLO have aligned themselves with the rejectionist front (consisting of countries like Syria, Iraq and Libya). The PLO then do not support the Begin Sadat peace initiatives, so they are the intransigent ones who are preventing a peaceful, just settlement. By supporting one intransigent body and condemning what he alleges is another, his hypocrisy is there for anyone to see.

          
In reading the article that Carson submitted to the April 24 Salient one was struck by the most uncritical use of propaganda. This is exemplified in the statement attributed to Menachem Begin on his attitude to Deir Yassin "The massacre was not only justified, hut there would have not been a State of Israel without the 'victory' at Deir Yassin". Just recently, however, the Council for the advancement of Arab British Understanding (CAABU, a pro Arab source) deleted this quote from its booklet "Who is Menachem Begin "after they established it to be false. It was found to be a misquote from a book Bitter Harvest by former director of the Institute for Palestinian Studies in Beruit, Sami Hadawi. CA ABU's press officer said that "It seems that the quotation is an interpretation of what Begin said about Deir Yassin..........This is obviously an embarassment." (see London Jewish Chronicle Feb. 3, 1987.)

          
Deir Yassin has been the mainstay of anti Israel propaganda for the last thirty years and is almost always blown up out of all proportion. Carson's article is obviously PLO propaganda about the event, which is certainly a long way 
[
unclear: om] the truth. What about the countless and continual PLO terrorism and atrocities in Israel and throughout the world little mention is made of them, surely they are more relevant than an event now 30 years old.
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So much for the credibility of Carson!

          
Later on in the article he notes the words of Sami Hadawi who he describes as "a Palestinian scholar and lecturer who visited NZ in 1975". Hadawi is a strong supporter of the PLO who on his tour gained a following amongst a minority of students who still use his propaganda to push the PLO barrow and to distort the position of the Israel government, and the true position of the whole of Israel.

          
If his article on Deir Yassin is an example of his objectivity then his statements must be regarded with extreme scepticism, and after events at May council, his credibility among students is almost NIL!

          

Looking through Carson,

Mark Shenken.


        

        

          
Say no to Boppers

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          
How dare you allow a review of Saturday Night Fever into Salient, we are not all boppers you know. I think you should hand in your resignation immediately. And let's have no attacks on Mr. Tees please.

          
A bit of maturity Simon or get out!

          

Al. Cohol.
 (retired).


          

            
(We've got this problem, you see. You know we aren't all boppers, I know it, but do the cinema chains know it? Severy now and then we have to look at what they 
Are doing. As for Mr. Tees, he's got so much pluck he begs us to keep it up.— Ed.)

          

        

        

          
The Cost of going to Lectures

          
I am a person who takes great interest in my varsity activities, and love to tell people all about them. 
But I was flabbergasted the other day when I went to use the public telephones by LB 1 to find that I had to use money - that commodity that I have little of. Why do we have all other public phones at no cost, but these at an unaffordable 6 cents???

          
Ringa Ding-a-ling

        

        

          
3 Cheers for Constructive Debate

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          
I have only three things to say.

          


	1.
	Disband V.U.W.S.A.


	2.
	Disband N.Z.U.S.A.


	3.
	You as editor of Salient should resign for gross incompetence and negligence.


          

            
D.R. Noodlum.

          

        

        

          

            
Dear Simon,

          

          
Wank off Wilson — go suck yourself in a corner and grow up a bit, perhaps then you will realise your responsibilities towards students. You do not give a stuff what students think, you just say what is politically trendy so you can be in with the other small-minded leftists. What you complain of in your articles you are in fact doing to the students by using Salient to distort the truth, you lie for your own political persuasion and you seem to forget that Salient is a student newspaper and not Wilsons Weekly.

          

You seem to compare Bastion Point with prewar 
Germany yet what you are doing is no different than what Goebbels was doing in his ministry of propoganda. Grow up please and use Salient properly or if you cannot then 
Resign.

          
S.D. Separd.

        

        

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          
You may be able to edit a kindergarten weekly or a women's guild newsletter but please 
Stop inflicting your ineptitude on students via Salient. Resign now or your office will be terminated by the glorious revolution, a group of people who believe truth and honesty not the leftist bullshit dribble that you shit out of your screwed up mind.

          
L.E. Dubin.

        

        

          

            
Dear Mr. Wilson,

          

          
You poor bastard, you weak excuse for a person; 
Resign so Salient can regain a sense of normality. You pull yourself so much that you fill up the pages of Salient with your purile shit and hide the truth. You fabricate issues that students do not give a stuff about and then you turn around and say we do really care. 
Get

          

Out - and take that typesetter with you - we do not want a child telling us what we think, so get lost and stop torturing students with your crap. It makes us cry to watch your pathetic efforts each week, as we hold you as editor responsible for the mess Salient is in.

          

Wilson Resign Now!

          

            
Yours with kindest regards,

            
J.L.S. Gull.

          

          

            
(Couldn't you put it all into one letter? — Ed.)

          

        

        

          
Zionist Tactics Criticized

          

            
Dear Simon,

          

          
I don't know any of the people who wrote the first 8 letters published in your last issue, and I have no strong feelings towards either side of the debate, but I was frankly amazed at the irrational, intoleranant, and sometimes incoherent way the writers of those letters expressed their opinions. Their intolerance, and that shown at the Atashi forum, especially annoys me, and in this regard they are as fascist as any other group at Vic (in a fairly loose sense of the word, I admit).

          
What are the aims of these people? Surely they can't hope to solve the whole problem from here, so I assume they are trying to encourage debate and/or influence student opinion. Can't they see that they won't achieve that with these emotional diatribes, full of righteousness, outrage and above all a feeling of persecution. I always thought that the best way to appeal to rational people was with reasoned argument. If you are so eager to silence your opponents, people tend to wonder what they have to say.

          
However. Simon, it appears that Israel can do no wrong, and just because we question that, you and I will probably be accused, in many people's minds at least, of everything from 'being anti-Israel', to perhaps anti-semitism or Nazism, concepts which I find abhorrent.

          
Congratulations on the way you handled the whole affair.

          

            
Your's,

            
R. Tokoriro.

          

        

        

          
Emergencies at Student Health

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          
In reply to "Disillusioned Cystitis Sufferer's" letter published in your May 29th issue, perhaps it should be made clear that although attendance for a general medical service is restricted to those who are living away from home, 
In an Emergency we do see both staff and students. Futhermore, any student at any time may call at the Student Health Service to seek an assessment and advice from the nursing staff, who may refer to the doctors clinic.

          
Perhaps the writer did not appreciate that had she given some explanation of the nature and and acuteness of her complaint, she would have received a service.

          

I.C. Fleming,

Director of Student,
Health Service,


        

        

          
Malaysian Criticism

          

            
Dear Editor,

          

          
I could not help but notice the general apathy of many Malaysians around 'Varsity. Considering the fact that they number at least 450 I think it's time someone should pass a motion "to kick all Malaysians on their arse, to make them come alive".

          
I received on of the 
Banned magazine of MSA. Naughty, naughty-so people like the honourable editor are willing to criticise and even condemn those who are willing to attempt to generate the mood of the Orientation. But 
Of Course, the Editor "knows" that his Classical guitar is more entertaining. I just wonder why he did not do his bit to entertain more, and criticise less. (It is good to see that he has resigned — he could have put MSA in a more shitty position than it is at present, due to his cynical, dumb outlook, expressed exceedingly well in all he writes.)

          
I noticed a strange phenomenon as well. While most societies are giving up Christianity, Malaysians are taking it up. Is it because they want to be different? Too dumb to realise that Christianity is indeed a dead man's religion? Or what? (I realise I could have just something I probably could not control.)

          
The NZMSST got on/off exceedingly well —just to prove that the Malaysians prefer the 3 "balls": basketball, dance ball and just plain "balling" to anything else.

          

            
Tiau Ngee

          

        

        
        



          

            

[image: MARCH! Friday June 9 Assemble Bunny St 6.30 pm BASTION POINT NGATI WHATUA LAND SUPPORT NGATI WHATUA Orakei Maori Committee Action Group; P.O.Box 18219 Glen Imness, Akld; Ph. 548440 or 597697 MARCH! Friday June 9 Assemble Bunny St 6.30 pm BASTION POINT NGATI WHATUA LAND SUPPORT NGATI WHATUA Orakei Maori Committee Action Group; P.O.Box 18219 Glen Imness, Akld; Ph. 548440 or 597697 OPEN DAY Do you want to know more about Bastion Point? Its history, plans for the future..... Do you want to add your voice to discussions on what we can do about the struggle for Maori Land Rights? An open day/forum/discussion is being organised for this Friday, June 9 to precede the march that night. Watch out for details.]
          

        

      








Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Official Newspaper of the Victoria University Students' Association. Vol 41 No. 13. June 6 1978

[Introduction]



          

            

              
Letters must be typed, double spaced on one side of the paper, and should not run on and on boring everybody to death. They can be dropped into the letters box just inside the Salient door (middle floor of the Union Building, graveyard end), left at the Studass office, or sent c/o VUWSA, Private Bag, Wellington
            

          

          

            

[image: Drawing of a man being impaled by a giant pen]
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Two Exams too many



          
Two Exams too many

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          
What has happened to your assessment section? Students should constantly be trying to get fairer assessment but this has now been neglected. Why? First year history and law courses, for example, would he well worth investigating for heavy workloads. Also could someone explain to me why its necessary for some courses to have two exams? When surely one is sufficient. Two exams only means stress and tension are imposed not once but twice and this adds up to Double Worry!

          
I remember History 102 last year - we had to do 7 essays and one test and then after all that there were two exams as well! Surely end of course exams could be put together - 2 exams= 6 hours work.

          

            
Yours sincerely,

            Overworked
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Speaking for Vic Students?



          
Speaking for Vic Students?

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          

            

[image: Drawing of a person looking out a window at the ocean]
          

          
As Victoria students we wish to extend our sympathy to Andrew Guest's views on some facets of NZUSA's present structure, which were revealed to us fully for the first time in his letter to Vic's "Salient" (May 22, 1978). We would cordially suggest that his outlook is shared by a substantial proportion of Victoria's student population; namely that "the structure of NZUSA does not allow for students at the so-called grass root level to become involved and identify with their National Association." We here at Wellington believe that the medianism of NZUSA needs to be changed — somewhat radically — to make more provision for individual participation and representation in order to make the Association their own Association and not that of a few 'elected' officials that are sent to May and August Councils. We, too, have little faith in the way our 'National Association' now stands and we are not surprised at the botched attempt by "Salient" to mislead Wellington students in not relaying a true impression of NZUSA to its readers.

          
We hope that the proposed new Student Conference presently slated for mid 1979 will help to resolve many of the relevant problems that NZUSA and the students throughout the country have encountered in the past few years as well as providing an opportunity for students from different campuses to unite together in both friendship and solidarity in order to get NZUSA on its feet and make it the Association that we all would like it to be.

          

Signed: (25) Victoria Students Wellington.


          

            
P.S. We are aware of the fact May Council has been and gone.
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Deforming the Issue



          
Deforming the Issue

          

            
Dear Mr Wilson,

          

          
I would like to attempt to restore a bit of sanity to the University Campus by making a few 'salient' remarks on certain matters arising from the SGM last week. The first is that motion 'passed' on the question of picketing the South African Consulate. Not only does this seem to be one of the more boring pastimes that certain 'old hand student die-hards' participate in, but it is also counter productive and stupid in the light of the present crisis that NZUSA finds itself in - exactly the kind of policies which some of the other university campuses find useless, vacant of all real meaning and are protesting about. Such action endangers even more the unity of the national association.

          
While I do not condone the actions of South Africa and its apartheid policies - as a matter-of-fact I abhor the entire situation - I am sure the South African government and the populace of Wellington are fully aware of the stance the university students take on the issue.

          
I would also like to inform the very much misinformed Mike Treen that a consulate, in and from any country, not only can but does accept diplomatic protests, especially when there is no Embassy in the country. Start barking up another tree Mr Treen,

          
Finally, the decision to picket was made at a time when many students had to leave to attend lectures, tutorials or labs (I note that the Student Exec, has done little to alleviate that particular issue. Can it be that they find it helpful in dispersing the opposition in order to push through those policies dear to their hearts? Note that, continually, these motions invariably come up after 1.10. We can't be there continually and keep our marks up too!!). This means that the vote on the motion was probably not truly representative of student feeling and would have been defeated earlier on.

          
One final word concerning the SGM. I had always thought that the chairperson at any civilized meeting was supposed to retain some sort of of decorum over the meeting. It appears, however, that at Vic any amount of character deformation may take place - our esteemed Editor and our vocal President seem to have something in common, at least.

          

            
A Steady Concerned

            
Student.
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Support for Anti-Apartheid?



          
Support for Anti-Apartheid?

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          
Just how much support is there, I wonder, for the support your newspaper gives to the June 16th Mobilisation against apartheid, the South African Consulate, and the desire for formal ratification of the Gleneagles agreement.

          
There is a pamphlet on the board outside the Students Association office which shows a black person lying dead. The implication given is that White Policemen shot him. What it should show is that Black policemen shot and killed rioters in So we to who were firstly destroying those amenities built especially for them, and secondly threatening the lives of the policemen, Black and White.

          

Yours,

The Other Side.
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The Fly by Night Issue



          
The Fly by Night Issue

          

            
Dear Salient,

          

          
Frankly, the Pythagoras Owl issue has worn me out. I've lost weight, my hair is falling out and I've developed a couple of rather embarrassing nervous tics. I've travelled from Bluff to the Cape campaigning, writing letters, pleading with newspapers, coming up against censorship of the most vicious character; complex and well organised. My success has been minimal, it's become abundantly clear that there's big money behind this: certain people just can't afford the ramifications that public awareness of the issue will bring.

          
Now, at last a breakthrough, a triumph for democracy and freedom of speech! In last week's Salient a letter inquiring about Pythagoras Owl was published! Someone has stood up and spoken out, someone is interested, someone cares, my work hasn't been in vain; someone wants to know what the Pythagoras Owl issue really is!

          
Well I'm wrapped, I really am, I'm bloody pleased.

          

Warmest regards,

the only member of,
Students Against Censorship
.
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Accepting the Course of History



          
Accepting the Course of History

          

            
Dear Simon,

          

          
I feel that it is time "the axe was buried" over many deep felt land issues like Bastion Point. It seems to me that the whole of New Zealand belonged to no person in the year x and through the course of history various people through various means have had various rights over the land.

          
In this instance there are a number of clashing interests at stake. Who am I to say who is correct? We could trace Maori ownership for almost every piece of land in New Zealand and its surrounds but history has wrestled it mainly off the "original" owners.

          
Therefore what shall we do? It seems to me that Joe Hawke and the many others remaining on the land have made a very good point. If I were robbed of my land I would demonstrate my indignation in whatever acceptable way was available.

          
But I would estimate that there is a point where the course of history must be accepted. I would be God to say the exact point in every case things should be accepted but at that point the axe must be buried. And to give an idea of what I am talking about - in this case of Bastion Point, I believe that the protestors should bury the axe at the present state of things rather than rattle the bones of the past any more.

          

            
Sincerely,

            
Donald Elley.
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Seen a Spray-Painted Guitar?



          
Seen a Spray-Painted Guitar?

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          
Fellow students, I appeal to your consciences and observations to help me apprehend the villanous culprit who removed my maroon spray painted classical guitar from Music Room 326 in the Hunter Building between Wednesday 17 and Tuesday 23 May. You would recognise the guitar if you saw it, as there is only one like it.

          
When reporting my plight to the caretaker of Hunter, he informed me that theft within the Varsity is as inevitable as pimples after chocolate or bowel movements after Allbran! Only last week a tin of catfood went missing from a locked fridge in his room; apparently it was an inside job!

          

            

[image: Drawing of a woman sititng at a table next to an open window]
          

          
Perhaps this explains students lack of involvement in political/social/religious activities on campus; they're too busy planning their next theft!! Could any of the 12 honest souls on campus please help; any information would be appreciated.

          

            
John

            
              ph 848322
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War: An Unacceptable Practice



          
War: An Unacceptable Practice

          

            
Simon,

          

          
re. Mr Treen's article "Zaire: Corruption And And Rebellion" (Salient May29 at p. 7)

          
I have often been cynically amused at the way those who percieve the world in conflicting shades of Red and Blue can rationalise tragedy so that events are seen as supporting their particular ideological hang-up. No matter how horrific or brutal the scene (be it Vietnam or the Congo) it is always possible for these people to point to the excesses of the "other side" while dismissing those of their own.

          
Salient, being what it is (the forum for Capitalists, Zionists, Marxists, Maoists, and anyone else who has so far discarded rational objectivity as to become an "ist") gets a great many contributions that manage to inject "right" and "wrong" (which of course coincide with the author's politics) into situations of universal horror that should shame everyone — politics regardless.

          
Mr Treen's article on Zaire is rather more obvious than most in this respect. For example he writes that in their eight day occupation of Kolwezi the ". . . rebels had killed 
Only (my emphasis) 70 whites, and practically all of these 
After (his emphasis) the French and Belgians invaded, . .. . " When this is compared to "... the hundreds, if not thousands of blacks who have been 
Butchered (my emphasis) by the well trained French Foreign Legion mercenary force ... . " then "... the scale of things becomes clearer." The French troops are now carrying out a "...truly indiscriminate 'massacre'... . "

          
It appears that Mr Treen's political blinkers fix his line of sight so narrowly that he can dismiss the murder (I use the word's technical sense) of seventy people with the observation that "Practically all" were killed after the foreign troops arrived. It would seem that he sees the one event as justifying the other. Note too that they were merely "killed" (a clinical word), unlike the people who were "butchered" by the French But then the French were "well-trained".

          
Mr Treen also plays the numbers game i.e. your side butchered more people than my side killed therefore what my side did is understandable. Further, the French Foreign Legionaires are mercenaries. This implies that they have no right to be butchering in Zaire. That right is reserved for the Zairese.

          
Finally, the "truly indiscriminate" massacre being carried out by the French (reports of which are just now filtering through — presumably straight to Mr Treen). So the "well-trained" French mercenaries are butchering masses of people without inquiring as to their suitability for this exercise. How barbaric. Thus the killing of the seventy people by the rebels (ill-trained enthusiasts that they were) was a discrimate massacre. How acceptable. But then the victims were merely in an "unfortunate plight".

          
I would suggest to Mr Treen that the real victims in Zaire were all those unarmed, terrified men, women, and children who were murdered simply because they were unlucky enough to be there at the time. It matters not whether the murderer be black, white or piebald; zealous Freedom-Fighter - in - The-People's-Cause or a God-Fearing-Soldier-Of-The-Right. The end result is the same.

          
I would further suggest that there can be no ideological justification for such conduct that can stand against its human realities. The type of article that Mr Treen writes tries to do just this. I do not say that Mr. Treen does not fervently believe what he wrote to be "the truth", only that his perception of "the truth" has been determined by his political ego-centrism to an extent that is perhaps unfortunate in that it has prevented him from seeing that it does not matter who is murdering people in Zaire, or who is murdering the most — only that they are being murdered.

          

Yours faithfully,
Trite but True
.
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SPUC Chickens Out



          
SPUC Chickens Out

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          
In answer to your letter of last week from "Worried Man" (sic), the official position of the Society for the Protection of the Unborn Chicken (SPUC) on this important issue is that "every egg from the moment of conception, is a potential chicken and thus has an inalienable right to life".

          
The claims of those in the pro-ovivorous, anti-life camp ("every chicken a wanted chicken"), that when allowed to hatch, these chickens eke out a miserable existence, uncared for by a society that produced them, until they are slaughtered cruelly at the tender age of 12 weeks; are irrelevant. Our organisation washes its, hands of the whole affair once the chicken has hatched.

          

Yours &c.,

Marilyn Pullet,

President,
Society for the Protection of the Unborn Chicken.
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Heymann Clarifies



          
Heymann Clarifies

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          
Re: "Another letter from La Heymann", Salient, May 29, page 15.

          
Like the editor, I can miss mistakes in my proof-reading, as in my letter which complains of your reporting Atashi as saying something he did not say (namely "That he did not come here to debate".)

          
The sentence you question should read: "Neither I nor anyone else heard him say that".

          
La Heymann
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Tees Clarifies a Bit





          
Tees Clarifies a Bit

          

Hi

Simon
 and 
Crew!


          
I really enjoyed reading the SGM report - it adequately reflected the 
Stirring that went on and it will continue, no matter how much 'Salient' lackeys try to stop it.

          
Regarding the motion "that VUWSA supports the picket of the South African Consulate on Wednesday the 31st of May at 12 o'clock and postpones the SRC meeting accordingly" - I opposed it because it was 
Unrepresentative of True Student Feeling on the issue - that's not to say that I support apartheid; far from it.

          
It is just this type of 
So-Called "International Policy" that Alienates to a Certain Degree the Great Mass of Students from the Students Association and has the effect of down-playing the "
Closer" and some would say the more "relevant" issues such as bursaries, assessment and possibly recent important happenings such as Bastion Point. Besides, if we in NZ cut off all communication with SA how do we communicate our concern about the racist policies there?

          
Finally, if I felt that the student's support was so great (ie. Why was the motion 
Only passed 47 for and 42 against? and why don't 1,000 plus students turn up on the picket?) and that feeling was strongly in favour in this type of policy amongst all students I would be the first to support it. The fact is, however, that it is not. I feel that the motion as passed by a small sectarian section of students at the meeting is totally unrepresentative of most Victoria student's views. I expect somebody to rip into this, but remember it's only an attempt, by no means complete - poor or bad - to clarify things a bit.'

          

Signed

Andy Tees

(alias Che Guevara)


          

            
PS



	1.
	When's the next Palestinians Debate?


	2.
	Congratulations to the new Publications Officer.


	3.
	
I Love wild life displays


	4.
	I, like Hay man Esq will be surprised if you publish this.
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A Tasek Utara Case in New Zealand



          
A Tasek Utara Case in New Zealand

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          
What happened on 25th, May up at Auckland should not come as a surprise. The past events have proved that the ruling clique will use brutal force when their sweet words fail. Bastion Point is just one of these events and should serve as a lesson to all New Zealanders that "Demcracy is dead"! Certainly it is, but it died long ago!

          
The Bastion Point issue reminded me of 1975 when the Malaysian Government used demolit-squads, bull-dozers, army personnel, riot squad and police to pull down hundreds of so-called squatter houses at Tasek Utara in Southern Malaya. This fascist action left thousands homeless and many others were arested. The government also arrested hundreds of students who gathered at the scene to protest and to show solidarity with the people. Some of them are still in jail.

          
What can we learn from these parallel issues? In both cases, the minority upper class is indiscriminately oppressing the lower class. Laws are passed in Parliament not to keep order and protect the citizens, but to suppress the people, to confine and detain them. Until the majority has been awakened and united, this state of existence will persist. But the dawn has broken

          

View by a Malaysian.
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Carson Attacked



          
Carson Attacked

          

            
Dear Simon,

          

          
Once again Salient finds itself the vehicle for FLO propaganda (April 24th) on the Middle East

          
Yes, Carson is back yet again to haunt us like a horrible Golem long thought dead. Only two year ago he slyly misused his executive power in the position of International Vice President of NZUSA. In spite of that body's policy recognising the existence of the State of Israel, Carson misrepresented students of NZ by initiating a motion at the Asian Students association (ASA) to eject the Israeli Students Association (ISA) from that union. Yes, Don, we still remember the facts.

          
The very things he alleges that the Israelis have done to the Arab Palestinians he did to the Israelis. In effect the Israeli students no longer have a strong body to represent them. Carson and his cronies have denied the rights of the Israelis (Moslem, Christians and Jew) to self determination. Hypocrisy is one of the most effective weapons used in any political activity. Throughout the world people (like Carson) say one thing and do another with impunity.

          
The fact that Carson is now stationed at Massey and sending his propaganda articles around the country proves he is on the rampage again, and we can expect the same sort of tactics that he has used in the past. For example at Massey AGM Carson attempted to pass a motion condemning the Israeli government for intransigence "by preventing developments towards the creation of a democratic secular and unitary Palestine". This motion was 
Lost as was the next; which claimed that the PLO be recognised as representing the Palestinian people.

          

            

[image: Black rectangle reading 'Deleted on legal advice']
          

          
Getting back to the motions; perhaps Mr Carson does not realize that the PLO have aligned themselves with the rejectionist front (consisting of countries like Syria, Iraq and Libya). The PLO then do not support the Begin Sadat peace initiatives, so they are the intransigent ones who are preventing a peaceful, just settlement. By supporting one intransigent body and condemning what he alleges is another, his hypocrisy is there for anyone to see.

          
In reading the article that Carson submitted to the April 24 Salient one was struck by the most uncritical use of propaganda. This is exemplified in the statement attributed to Menachem Begin on his attitude to Deir Yassin "The massacre was not only justified, hut there would have not been a State of Israel without the 'victory' at Deir Yassin". Just recently, however, the Council for the advancement of Arab British Understanding (CAABU, a pro Arab source) deleted this quote from its booklet "Who is Menachem Begin "after they established it to be false. It was found to be a misquote from a book Bitter Harvest by former director of the Institute for Palestinian Studies in Beruit, Sami Hadawi. CA ABU's press officer said that "It seems that the quotation is an interpretation of what Begin said about Deir Yassin..........This is obviously an embarassment." (see London Jewish Chronicle Feb. 3, 1987.)

          
Deir Yassin has been the mainstay of anti Israel propaganda for the last thirty years and is almost always blown up out of all proportion. Carson's article is obviously PLO propaganda about the event, which is certainly a long way 
[
unclear: om] the truth. What about the countless and continual PLO terrorism and atrocities in Israel and throughout the world little mention is made of them, surely they are more relevant than an event now 30 years old.

          

            

[image: "Thank heavens, we're insured against acts of God."]
          

          
So much for the credibility of Carson!

          
Later on in the article he notes the words of Sami Hadawi who he describes as "a Palestinian scholar and lecturer who visited NZ in 1975". Hadawi is a strong supporter of the PLO who on his tour gained a following amongst a minority of students who still use his propaganda to push the PLO barrow and to distort the position of the Israel government, and the true position of the whole of Israel.

          
If his article on Deir Yassin is an example of his objectivity then his statements must be regarded with extreme scepticism, and after events at May council, his credibility among students is almost NIL!

          

Looking through Carson,

Mark Shenken.
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Say no to Boppers



          
Say no to Boppers

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          
How dare you allow a review of Saturday Night Fever into Salient, we are not all boppers you know. I think you should hand in your resignation immediately. And let's have no attacks on Mr. Tees please.

          
A bit of maturity Simon or get out!

          

Al. Cohol.
 (retired).


          

            
(We've got this problem, you see. You know we aren't all boppers, I know it, but do the cinema chains know it? Severy now and then we have to look at what they 
Are doing. As for Mr. Tees, he's got so much pluck he begs us to keep it up.— Ed.)
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The Cost of going to Lectures



          
The Cost of going to Lectures

          
I am a person who takes great interest in my varsity activities, and love to tell people all about them. 
But I was flabbergasted the other day when I went to use the public telephones by LB 1 to find that I had to use money - that commodity that I have little of. Why do we have all other public phones at no cost, but these at an unaffordable 6 cents???

          
Ringa Ding-a-ling
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3 Cheers for Constructive Debate



          
3 Cheers for Constructive Debate

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          
I have only three things to say.

          


	1.
	Disband V.U.W.S.A.


	2.
	Disband N.Z.U.S.A.


	3.
	You as editor of Salient should resign for gross incompetence and negligence.


          

            
D.R. Noodlum.
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Dear Simon,

          

          
Wank off Wilson — go suck yourself in a corner and grow up a bit, perhaps then you will realise your responsibilities towards students. You do not give a stuff what students think, you just say what is politically trendy so you can be in with the other small-minded leftists. What you complain of in your articles you are in fact doing to the students by using Salient to distort the truth, you lie for your own political persuasion and you seem to forget that Salient is a student newspaper and not Wilsons Weekly.

          

You seem to compare Bastion Point with prewar 
Germany yet what you are doing is no different than what Goebbels was doing in his ministry of propoganda. Grow up please and use Salient properly or if you cannot then 
Resign.

          
S.D. Separd.
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Dear Sir,

          

          
You may be able to edit a kindergarten weekly or a women's guild newsletter but please 
Stop inflicting your ineptitude on students via Salient. Resign now or your office will be terminated by the glorious revolution, a group of people who believe truth and honesty not the leftist bullshit dribble that you shit out of your screwed up mind.

          
L.E. Dubin.

        








Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Official Newspaper of the Victoria University Students' Association. Vol 41 No. 13. June 6 1978





          

            
Dear Mr. Wilson,

          

          
You poor bastard, you weak excuse for a person; 
Resign so Salient can regain a sense of normality. You pull yourself so much that you fill up the pages of Salient with your purile shit and hide the truth. You fabricate issues that students do not give a stuff about and then you turn around and say we do really care. 
Get

          

Out - and take that typesetter with you - we do not want a child telling us what we think, so get lost and stop torturing students with your crap. It makes us cry to watch your pathetic efforts each week, as we hold you as editor responsible for the mess Salient is in.

          

Wilson Resign Now!

          

            
Yours with kindest regards,

            
J.L.S. Gull.

          

          

            
(Couldn't you put it all into one letter? — Ed.)
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Zionist Tactics Criticized

          

            
Dear Simon,

          

          
I don't know any of the people who wrote the first 8 letters published in your last issue, and I have no strong feelings towards either side of the debate, but I was frankly amazed at the irrational, intoleranant, and sometimes incoherent way the writers of those letters expressed their opinions. Their intolerance, and that shown at the Atashi forum, especially annoys me, and in this regard they are as fascist as any other group at Vic (in a fairly loose sense of the word, I admit).

          
What are the aims of these people? Surely they can't hope to solve the whole problem from here, so I assume they are trying to encourage debate and/or influence student opinion. Can't they see that they won't achieve that with these emotional diatribes, full of righteousness, outrage and above all a feeling of persecution. I always thought that the best way to appeal to rational people was with reasoned argument. If you are so eager to silence your opponents, people tend to wonder what they have to say.

          
However. Simon, it appears that Israel can do no wrong, and just because we question that, you and I will probably be accused, in many people's minds at least, of everything from 'being anti-Israel', to perhaps anti-semitism or Nazism, concepts which I find abhorrent.

          
Congratulations on the way you handled the whole affair.

          

            
Your's,

            
R. Tokoriro.
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Emergencies at Student Health

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          
In reply to "Disillusioned Cystitis Sufferer's" letter published in your May 29th issue, perhaps it should be made clear that although attendance for a general medical service is restricted to those who are living away from home, 
In an Emergency we do see both staff and students. Futhermore, any student at any time may call at the Student Health Service to seek an assessment and advice from the nursing staff, who may refer to the doctors clinic.

          
Perhaps the writer did not appreciate that had she given some explanation of the nature and and acuteness of her complaint, she would have received a service.

          

I.C. Fleming,

Director of Student,
Health Service,


        








Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Official Newspaper of the Victoria University Students' Association. Vol 41 No. 13. June 6 1978

Malaysian Criticism



          
Malaysian Criticism

          

            
Dear Editor,

          

          
I could not help but notice the general apathy of many Malaysians around 'Varsity. Considering the fact that they number at least 450 I think it's time someone should pass a motion "to kick all Malaysians on their arse, to make them come alive".

          
I received on of the 
Banned magazine of MSA. Naughty, naughty-so people like the honourable editor are willing to criticise and even condemn those who are willing to attempt to generate the mood of the Orientation. But 
Of Course, the Editor "knows" that his Classical guitar is more entertaining. I just wonder why he did not do his bit to entertain more, and criticise less. (It is good to see that he has resigned — he could have put MSA in a more shitty position than it is at present, due to his cynical, dumb outlook, expressed exceedingly well in all he writes.)

          
I noticed a strange phenomenon as well. While most societies are giving up Christianity, Malaysians are taking it up. Is it because they want to be different? Too dumb to realise that Christianity is indeed a dead man's religion? Or what? (I realise I could have just something I probably could not control.)

          
The NZMSST got on/off exceedingly well —just to prove that the Malaysians prefer the 3 "balls": basketball, dance ball and just plain "balling" to anything else.

          

            
Tiau Ngee
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[image: MARCH! Friday June 9 Assemble Bunny St 6.30 pm BASTION POINT NGATI WHATUA LAND SUPPORT NGATI WHATUA Orakei Maori Committee Action Group; P.O.Box 18219 Glen Imness, Akld; Ph. 548440 or 597697 MARCH! Friday June 9 Assemble Bunny St 6.30 pm BASTION POINT NGATI WHATUA LAND SUPPORT NGATI WHATUA Orakei Maori Committee Action Group; P.O.Box 18219 Glen Imness, Akld; Ph. 548440 or 597697 OPEN DAY Do you want to know more about Bastion Point? Its history, plans for the future..... Do you want to add your voice to discussions on what we can do about the struggle for Maori Land Rights? An open day/forum/discussion is being organised for this Friday, June 9 to precede the march that night. Watch out for details.]
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Copyright and Conditions of Use


				

					
In Copyright


					
Where a text is in copyright, all text and images are copyright to the original authors and/or publisher. In copyright texts and images are made available for non-commercial use only. All forms of electronic or print re-sale or re-distribution are forbidden without written permission, please contact us.


					
Currently, a text is shown as in copyright when there is no Creative Commons License visible in the sidebar, and a link to this page is presented.


				

				

					
Creative Commons Share-Alike license


					
Where the original text is out of copyright it is our policy to provide the digitised version under a 
New Zealand Creative Commons Attribution Share-Alike License (CC BY-SA).


					
The Creative Commons Attribution Share-alike license allows anyone to re-use material in our texts under the following conditions:


					

		attribution to the source of the material is included by marking the material with the collection name ("The New Zealand Electronic Text Collection") and the link to the material as found on our website;


		the re-use of the material is licensed under the same license, allowing others to further re-use the material. This means that the re-use of the material must be marked with the same Creative Commons license.




					
Use of the Creative Commons Attribution Share-alike license allows us to make material freely available to the community for re-use, and also ensures that:


					

		any errors in the material can be traced back to the Victoria University of Wellington Library as the originator of the digital reproduction;


		such material continues to be freely available to the community after subsequent re-use.




				

				

					
Examples of Reuse under Creative Commons Share-Alike license


					
We encourage the re-use of Creative Commons Share-Alike licensed NZETC material. Examples of re-use include:


					

		Multiple entries in the 
Mix and Mash competitions run by DigitalNZ


		Blog posts, such as this one about the 
Cyclopedia of New Zealand by IwiKiwi


		Books and other publications


		Museum displays




				

				

					
Other Creative Commons Licenses


					
More restrictive Creative Commons licenses may be used in the cases of copyright texts where the copyright holder is amenable to using a Creative Commons license. You will need to refer to the license text (available by clicking on the CC license logo) for the specific restrictions and re-use allowed.


				

				

					
Statement of Liability


					
While we have sought to ensure there are no intellectual property rights in the material that would prevent copying and other re-use, please note that material on this website marked with a Creative Commons license is released on an as-is basis and with no representations or warranties of any kind, to the greatest extent permissible by law. Subject to any liability which may not be excluded or limited by law, the Victoria University Library shall not be liable on any legal basis (including without limitation negligence) and hereby expressly excludes all liability for loss or damage howsoever and whenever caused to you.
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