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Editorial

This Wednesday, March 8, is Inteinational by NZUSA. m M further M on
Women's Day. Activities will be taking place  the March 8 activities, expixm‘m of
both on and off campus, to commemorate how NZUSA is working for women'’s
this day with the main focus being on a rights and also has articles on the position
woman’s democratic right to abortion. Since  of women in today’s society: Women
the passing of the Contraception, Sterilisa- and unemployment; Women and the
tion and Abortion Act, 100 women per week economic crisis; Women in thg um
have been flying to Australia for abortions. At the ast e
The Act represents the most flagrant attempt ;. t the last SRC there Was 8
yet to deny women the democratic right to  ©! jeeling against the recent 2 .
control their own bodies. It is a deliberate and it was decided to have ¢ student march
attempt to keep women in’ the homehaving ::’ support the activities being
having children, instead of seeking jobs. g the March 8 Commmeu | olidh
Women at home are isolated and unorganised, abortion legislation. This will join HE
It is only because of the economic crisis that  archat Pigeon Park at 12 15 pm an
SPUC has been able to achieve as much as it there, march to the Cenota ph at l
has, while representing so few of the comm- ::.';llmpartmt that every shxd&:ai il
unity. It is up to us to show our opposition ese activities i in order fm; R g LD
to this undemocratic Act, - be effective and h‘“ the .

In the middle of this issue, there is a
supplement on women’s rights prepared Lamorna Rogers

The first week of Orientation was mark- 4t the end of three years many of them
ed by the unaccostomed presence of - have lost the opportunity to explore other
students and sunny days. Music wafted aspects of University life,
outside Rankine Brown. There were heat- | s
ed debates on bursaries, and on the Coun- This week, students will
cil's decision not to support James Movick  portunity to express their concern an,
which culminated in a delegation of 40 anger at two important pﬁii_jfl al issue:
people going to see the Vice-Chancellor. that of the mm d“ .Q
Other features included a poetical spec- ntrace
tacular, overcrowded hops, overcrowded
lecture theatres, the blare of Radio Active
and the inevitable lost faces.

5 s . R, S S e

P

. f m&mts Oﬁentation is an
reli 'f an intmductmn mg“'

- tutorial becalm if we dcm‘t now w m )
 not have a chance to in the future. S0
- make the most of the time you ‘luw;t o

loads becomes henvizr 3t

1any st p  university, in all aspects, socially, p
out of social, political or ' ly and culturally.
to concentrate on their University w
Though this may gain fhem a

s —

salient nOtes . ) ~ Victoria University’s Radio Station will

be on the air from February 18th for
‘three weeks broadcacting alternative
music, information and student news
keeping you in touch with orientation
‘activities.

or: A day at the softball. .. ... ”‘h‘? th@ Emwmw ﬁen mm m themt

Simon Wilson led the heroic Salient team onto

the field in strict well practiced l’mﬁon,all _
clean of knee and white of tooth, making it ob-.
vious from the outset who had to win. Lam}m 3 .
Rogers supervised 100 per-game press-ups leav- epanatien.
e Golos “THE GOLDEN BAT" Beckfordand  Anyway e innings was s Bigh onan
tmvid “cyclonc™ Murray largely unnoticed do- ~ Otherwise Pm‘ occasion, B

ing a leisurcly pre-game victory lap round the

" 1260 Kilohertz on your radio dial.

IF YOU WANT TO HELP, SEE

Just who was it Peter Beach was seen slipping

) .. pping 'RON IN OUR NEW STUDIO ON
field with the trophy. a fiver to on the sideline after the innings? Why THE M| C?D LE FLOOR. 0
Ten very short rather unimpressive pale, wan mﬁath? m&;llm hd&m&w il --y ’m*' B - I
and to be perfectly honest rather dirty and un- - upside down on more than one mmz’ Why | | . _— i

desirable looking people lay splayed in various was Bruce Robinson so relactant to share his - RS

positions of filthy uninterested decadence gt the Fresh-Up Apple Juice with the rest of the m? . | S R
side of the field waiting to face the ruthless Sal- These and other nasty suspicious questions o

wnt machine which was meanwhile building it- haunted the heroic Salient team as they hnMy
«1f up to fever pitch, only temporarily marred 100k up the bat for the lastinnings.
hv the loss of demon pitcher Sean Tuchy of
two practice ballg, both burm:i up during xt~ o
vnlry,

Just exactly why the entire team. W’l I |
mt fﬁ’f nomm Mm inmﬁing ,

Cunming Salient strategy as fammlawd'by _
Jonathan Scott allowed the motley executive
team to gain an carly lead to the dismay and
derision of Sue Cairmney who stood wi& her -
head in the lawn sprinkler for five minutes fm |
no apparent reason, The day was growinghot
hut the revolting sight of Chris Norman dragging
himself along the ground mumblmg something ~
ahout SASRAC caused little concern beyond the
polite coughing of Marie Rodgers. Poweredby

with creativity, me the dark half a day's work on Monday m::;g_ej ng “

the high octane abuse of Rire Scotney Sali | barely perceptible giggling of Step must have a car.
wcored an effortless six runs to bring the score The impressive sight ‘l;f a well ih
to 8% and what should have been the end of  ball team jogging in close stcp nto the
the game, L went qﬁﬁc umﬁ&d h‘y Al‘ L m H
' | L David Bcntﬁmi, Debbice f’mbm or Vass Ekw |
But the Executive's team of hand tﬁs:kgd ne%’l, alli fﬂ too #Wd in the exciterent ﬂf .5

ami t}w decision was mncﬁ 2;9 p&y on. Jﬁﬁt | R

VUWSA has a vacancy for a returning affieer to superviw thg f 0
coming elections, which will take place in April. =~

An honorarium will be paid and no prevmua experignce is nemsm'y .
Applications must be in with the Secretary, John Hebenton by Wednesday
Wednesday 8th March (try looking for him in the studass office).




SRC :

Students castigate
University Council

The first meetings of any organisation
are usually chatty warmhearted affairs
that serve to welcome the ignorant and the
uninitisted into the fold, haping to win a
- few converts that way. Anyone not quite
sure of what the Student Representative
Council was like would have felt thrown
in at the deep end last Wednesday: up for

were some of the most import-
ant issues likely to be discussed this year,

Early in the piece was a report from
the two student reps on the University
Council, Peter Thrush and Peter Winter.
This introduced the case of James Movick,
who is fighting to stay in the country and
do the job he was elected to do, that of
International Vice President. Council had
discussed a motion asking for support for
Movick. The motion had been lost at the
Council meeting on the Chancellor’s cast-

ing vote,

There had obviously been a good deal
of confusion at the Council meeting

- especially around the final vote count and
~ it was obvious that not even the student
reps had been able to keep fully up with
the play. SRC reaction was predictable
and unanimous. A motion was passed cal-
ling for an emergency meeting of Council
to rediscuss the matter, and another mot-
ion was passed expressing full support for
James in his attempt to stay in the count-

Iy.

Spirit was obviously high after this in-
itial burst of anger and there were calls
for a post-SRC delegation to go and see
the Vice Chancellor, regarding the calling
of an emergency Council meeting. After
the meeting about 50 students went up to
visit the Vice Chancellor who was unhagpy
to have so many guests without an appoint-
ment.

Riding on the crest of a wave of unan-
imity the SRC then went on to discuss the
perennial Bursaries question. NZUSA has
produced a 10 point bursary campaign
which was put to the meeting for its ap-
proval. This was duly given after Gerard
Winter gave a humourous if somewhat
sexist speech. Without a dissenting voice
April 19 was chosen as the day of action.
There will be a march as well as a pro-
gramme to increase public awareness on
the bursaries issue,

Unfortunately all good things come to
an end and the recently found unanimity
disappeared when it came time to dis-
cuss the Abortion topic. Before the meet-
ing was a motion giving support to the
activities on March 8, International Wom-
en’s Day. The obvious problem was that
the Catholic Lobby hadn’t got its act to-
gether and didn't have the numbers there
to stack the SRC as they usually try. The

- "

plaining he felt more or less isolated without

the rest of his Marist mates with him. A

further motion supporting a student march
to join the main rally at Pigeon Park was

&qumamenanﬁand
the meeting came to an end, with people
obviously chafing at the bit to go over and

gee the Vice Chancellor unannounced. A

motion to simplify the Bursaries campaign
failed to get a seconder and so lapsed inte

oblivion, and there was some discussion of
timetable claghes.

This proved the signal for what could
have been a long confessions session (John
Hebenton, the VUWSA Secretary had a
sad story to tell. Apparently he once
wanted to do Animal Functions but dis-
covered he couldn’t for some biological
or academic reason. Peter Thrush (Sports’
Officer) was nipped in the bud before he
got into stride,

For the ignorant and uninitiated this
first SRC would have been an eye opener.
Very important issues, a large degree of
unanimity spiced with a bit of humour
and a moderate turnout (of about 200).
One can only hope that those who were
new will come back and bring more with
them. If SRC’s can stay at this level for
the rest of the year then student activity
could be on the up turn.

Sue Cairney

Some of the 50 students making an immediate
appointment to see the Vice- Chancellor

COME ON DOWN TO EMI
AND

TAKE “SECONDS OUT” with

GENESIS

THEY ARE BOTH DOUBLE

THEY ARE BOTH LIVE!

“LIVE AND LET LI#E-’: with 10 C.C. &

Council :

SA President, Lindy Cassidy, flanked by Council reps Peter Winter (left) and Peter
Thrush (right),
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Dirty work afoot?

Last Monday the University Council
engaged in one of its most disappointing
displays ever, when it failed to support a

motion put forward by student reps Peter "

Thrush and Peter Winter asking for sup-
port for James Movick, the International
Vice President of NZUSA. Movick is fac-
ing a Government threat of deportation if
he fails to leave the country before March
9 (see last week’s issue for a fuller account
of the matter).

The student motion had welcomed the
greater participation by overseas students
in student affairs, noted with concern the
Government interference in this field, and
asked for Council support for Movick in
his bid to stay in the country.

There was substantial discussion on
the matter, with many Council members
showing their obvious confusion by ask-
ing some rather silly questions.

The main opposition to the motion
centred around two points. Firstly, that
overseas students should not get involved
in student affairs but should confine them-
selves to their studies and passing exams.
Secondly, that this case would set a pre-
cedent and would open the floodgates to
hoardes of overseas students seeking to
take a year off their studies to take stu-
dent positions.

While these objections were an.swered
an interesting piece of information was

given to the Council by the Chancellor, Mr.

K.G. O’Brien. O’Brien stated that he had
it on good authority that James Movick’s
case had come up before the Education
Advisory Committee (the EAC is the body
which decides on appeals from overseas
students agains} decisions to send them
back home). Whether there was any infer-
ence drawn by Council members that this
meant the EAC had ruled on the matter

is unclear, ‘

We have been told by reliable sources
that O’Brien later revealed his informant
was in fact one Mrs, Hunter, a Governor
General’s appointee on Council. It hap-
pens by co-incidence that Mrs, Hunter's
husband is the Chairman of the Educa-
tional Advisory Committee.

We have since discovered that the EAC
had not discussed or ruled on Movick’s
case at the time of the Council meeting.
It has been suggested that they may have
discussed his suitibility to sit on the EAC
(NZUSA has a place on the committee,
usually taken by the IVP). But it appears
they have not discussed this aspect either.

There are some questions to be answer-
ed.

1. What did the EAC talk about?

2. What did Mrs. Hunter tell O’Brien,
and was this information confidential?

3. What were her motives for releasing
information to O’Brien?

4. Why did she not declare her interest
in the affair, and abstain (as is usual
meeting procedure)?

When the time came to vote there was
further confusion with O’Brien declaring
the motion carried on a voice vote but the
student reps thinking it had been declared
lost. This mistake was undoubtedly an
honest one, but it is decidedly unfortunate
that Thrush and Winter were not listening
more carefully. They then asked fors
count which seemed to result in 10 voting
for the motion and 9 or 10 against. O'Brien
O’Brien decided to recount the ‘no-votes’. -
A call for a recount of the ‘yes-votes’ was
declined on dubious grounds that this
should have been done immediately after
that part of the vote had been taken. The
noes were found to be 10 and when
O’Brien put his casting vote the motion
was defeated.

However, although the main student
motion was defeated, two further motions

- questioning the propriety of the Immigra-

tion Department’s release of Movick’s
academic record and its subsequent pub-
lication were passed. It is this aspect of
the case, rather than the fate of James him-
self or the irrelevance of academic records
which seems to concern Council most.

A further question arises: Whm did.

O’Brien, who is normally an expert at

meeting procedure, get the notion that
the proper time for a recount of ayes.
is right after they are taken, rather than
after the whole vote has been done?

- There are probably appropriate answers
to all these questions that will remove any
doubt about the behaviour of Council

- members. It may be that such answers will

will be forthcoming in the special Council
meeting calied for Wednesday to rediscuss

_Perhaps the most unfortunate aspect of
the matter is that with a concentration on
EAC information, attention has been tak-
en away from the pressing issues. Chancel-

. lor O'Brien, himself an ex-President of both

VUWSA and NZUSA, could have been ex-
pected to recognize the importance of the
association’s independence from govern-
ment interference,

In fact the whole Council, which has s
record of standing up for academic inde-
;‘pfnd;? mn&mm has to date

opied a particularly unsavoury approach
to the whole affair. We can only hope the

If you are interested in seeing what
happens come along to the Council Room
on the top floor of Easter field at § pm.
on Wednesday. The meeting will be open
and we need a good student attendance.
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Well folks, here is the 1978 VUW tilm
programme. As you can see there are still
a few slots to be filled but negotiations are
underway and we’ll let you know when
they are finalised.

The ticket system will operate much the
the same as last year. Unfortunately, there
have had to be price rises due to increased
film hire charges and administration expen-
ses but there is still value for money.

1. Daily tickets for single screenings
will be $1.00. Concession tickets
for every screening during the year
(over 50 films) will be only $10.00.
Tickets are purchased from the Stu-
dass Office and L.D. cards must be
shown.

All tickets are numbered. The Films
Controller reserves the right to in-
vestigate any abuses of the film ar-
rangements with power to suspend
tickets. This is necessary to pro-
tect a service to students and to en-
sure that the Association continues
to act in accordance with the pro-
visiong of its exhibitors’ licence.

Screenings will commence at 2.15
pm., with the occasional 5.00 pm,
screening {marked by an asterix).
Doors open 30 minutes before the
starting time. Concession card hold-
ers only will be allowed in before

20 minutes and single ticket holders
after that, space permitting.
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4. Concession attendance at shows is
on a first come first served basis. We
are confident there will be enough
room for everyone wishing to at-
tend in the Memorial Theatre. We
make no guarantees for seats for
casual attenders.

We need ushers again this year. It is
essential that you be able to turn up to
every screening which yvou are allotted and
that you stay for the entire showing (this

is in accordance with the City Council By-
laws).

Pay is around § a showing (and
of course, you get to see the film too).

Interested? See Penny Booth in the
Studass Office and let her know which days

you’ll be available.
on now to Films 1978
March
Tu., 7 Adolf Hitler, My Part in His
Downfall

V. 8 Young Frankenstein
*Th. 9 Barbarella
Tu. 14 Sunday Bloody Sunday
W. |5 They Call Me Trinity
Tu. 21 Dog Day Afternoon
W. 22 To Kill a Mocking Bird
W. 29 The Graduate
Th. 30  All the President’s Men
April
Tu. 4 Three Musketeers
Th. 6 Pink Panther

o Taxi Driver

W, 12
Tu. 18
Th, 20
Ww. 26.
Th. 27
May
Tu. 16
Th. 18
W. 24
Th. 25
Tu. 30
w. 3i
June
W, 7
Th. 8
W 14
Th. 15
July
Tu. 4
Th. 6
Tu. |1
w., 12
*wW. 19
Th. 20
*Tu. 25
Th. 27
August
Tu. 1
w2
Tu. 8
W 9
Tu. 29
W 30
September
Tu. 5§
*Th. 7
Tu. 12
W. 13
§ Tu. 19
b Th., 21
wW. 27
Th. 28
B October
i Tu. 3
f W. 4
Th. §

Paper Chase

Murder on Orient Express
Islands in the Stream
(Yet to be confirmed)

5 Fingers of Death

One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s
Nest

Lenny

5 Easy Pieces

The Sting

(Yet to be confirmed

Day of The Jackal

Harold & Maude
Clockwork Orange

The Adventures of Barry
McKenzie

The Inheritor

The Great Escape

The Tenant

Bonnie & Clyde

The Night Porter

Monty Python & The Holy
Grail

Romeo & Juliet

Monkey Business/ Animal
Crackers

Rocky Horror Picture Show

Deliverance

From Russia with Love
Catch 22

Dagg Day Afterncon
Women in Love

Bullitt

. Lady Sings the Blues

The Odessa File
Godfather (Part II)
Marathon Man
Alice’s Restaurant
QOutlaw Josie Wales
Inspector Clousseau
Tommy

The Front
The Song Remains The Same
Cross of Iron

Easter Tournament

decided to subsidize this by $7 per person
giving a total of $50.

Tournament this year will be held in
Christchurch Starting on March 28, Tour-
nament sports include Athletics, Cricket,
Tennis, Volleyball, Swimming, Water Polo
Snooker, Shooting (smallbore ) and Drink-
ing.

Application forms are available from
the Studass office (Ground floor, Union
Building). Names must be in my hands by
the end of this week {1 1th March); and
Accommodation will be provided in monies must be paid in by 18th March.

Christchurch for those who require it. ) ‘ ‘
- 4 This is one of the gala sporting and ¢o-

cial events of the year, and is great value
for the price. It you have any questions, 1
can usually be found in the Studass office.

Travel: Sports Council has arranged
travel for those who do not wish to make
their own way.

- , Peter Thrush

Costs: The return airfare costs $54, R
hilleting, social and tournament levies are

$3. adding up to 857, Sporis Council has (Interim) Sports Officer

%%

ch:"
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Arts Council

Last week we ran a short article on VUWSA The Council undertakes a “’ifie rage
and NZUSA cntitled ‘These are your unions’. of festivals, projects and tours aimed at
Somchow or other we left out the Students’ students, as well as playing a significant
Arts Council, - part in the NZ arts scene as a whole.

The NZ Students’™ Arts Council (NZSAC)
is the largest of the various national students

National a

_ On April 10th, Salient will be joining
with student newspapers around the coun-
try to produce a national issue on the arts.
If you have any suggestions as to content

or would like to make a contribution get
in touch with the Editor now,

Note: This issue will be followed in
the second and thrid terms by issues on
Education and Politics.

organisations. Technical Institutes, Training
Colleges and university students make up its
members,

(400 TS PAPER (S
Ll OF LIBERAL

The Students’ Arts Council is relatively
new. In 1977 it became a fully independent
Incorporated Society, having previously
been a part of NZUSA.

There are two full time employees, the
Director Paul Davis and Assistant Director
Holly Cooper. The Chairperson is elected
each year, and this year is Vincent Burke,
1 post-rraduate music student from Vie-
torid, '

F You DOT LIKE 1T, DoNT By 17
¥ ENOUGH PEOPLE Dot BUY TH
THING THEY'LL GO OUT OF BUSINES
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) (2) [ Can ]
Them (collog. N -3
Student Girn UALRusES
- uwn (2) c—-’
health e
1.  Often found in closkrooms (8)
For students who would prefer to attend a  Across o 2. Preliminary stake (4)
wurses rather than a doctors clinic — here are 1. Land-locked African count- 8, Would not be found in a
the details of these. ry (4) tent (8) ( )
8 4 » L0 soIme u|7l
Any student at the university may attend a t-ﬂ. :uz‘ﬂ)ﬂ (2) 5. :v.nvow (8,3)
marses clinic. 12.  Negative adverb (3) 6.  Richsoil (4)
The clinics are— General for infections, ::- muh(:{wh (8) :- ﬂﬂml“ mdm'( g)
:;ine on wmﬁ 18. Player (5) 9,  One whopulls (5)
flu. 20. Could be used on eggs (6) :(ll ?l‘ p::::l t(i:)n @)
: 22.  Moiten rock (4 .
Neight Control fnconiune 20 Nethere (8) 1. Ngaio is a small one (4)
Rznu:ﬁm Cmtfsm - 24.  Tolkien's Treebeard was 16. Dickensian character (5,11)
one (8) 17.  You might put a bun there
Contraceptive clinics for 25. Rough (6) {¢)
initial duscussion or super- 27. Egyption Sun God (2) 19. Runninga meetigg (8)
vision of those already on a 28. A Mexican boy? () 2} Regret (3)
contceptive. (Weight and/ g5 pece of jewelry (6) 26.  Short sleep (3)
or blood pressure check, S31.  Threetoed sloth (2) 29. Large ()
routine cervical smears, and " b ette () 33,  Writing fluid (3)
breast examinations etc. 35.  Grom (5) 34, Musical note (3)
38, Straight (4 36. A longtime (4)
Wart clinics for freezing 40, Blemkl: L; 87. The cat's mother (3)
with fiquid air. 4  Viceregl kiwi (5,5,8) 9. Of cuen interest (7)
. . Refusal 40. Yes(3
Vaccination clinics. e (2) ; S Notapplicable(abbr.) (2)
49.  An overhanging roo edp (4)
50. Lookin (4) 42. Supplement (8)
These clinics are available between 10 am. 51. ‘Unit of-width (2) 4.  Jest (4)
and 11.30 am. cach morning, except Wednesday 52,  Large antelope (3) 45.  Aletter (2)
morning, and between 2.30 pm. and 5.30 pm. 54. Ration of circumferance to 46, j:m.:pcd over (4)
excluding Friday afternoon. There are specific diameter of 3 circle (2) 47,  Finish (3)
times for weight control and the Wart clinic. 55,  Quick plunge (3) 53.  Every cow should have one c
\'nnwillhvetom!hmlppolutmm.t for our 56. Dad (2) (5)
Monday weight clinic, and our Wart clinic is 59. Expired (4) 55. Woman (4)
strictly on a Thursday, but at any time, 61.  Liz Taylor, for cxampie (7) 57. Indian state (3)
We have a small library of material givingin-  64.  Direct (4) 58.  Feasting the cyes on (8)
formation about contraception and related pro- 67.  Pollution (6) 60. Kneecap(7)
biems. You are invited to examine our books 69. Formerly (4) 62. Became aware of (B}
and advise us if you would like to borrow, 70. Command (5) 63.  Peels faster than a
] 71.  Old currency denomination banana (8)
On a first visit it would be belpful to bring of the Far East (4) 65.  Disease of rye (5)
inan LD. card. Youareinvited to calland dis- .9 gy 4 ot cabbies look for (1,4) 66. Proverb (5)
ousy .':”h"“"";fﬁf' b by d‘“"‘ V“"."::" 'i‘“', 74.  Cultured jelly (4) 68. Sturmbteilung (abbr.) (2)
mn; e:;:iencc They willt:':?c:’v:‘u to an- 75, Wild plum (4) 78, Outclass class in Japan (3)
other clinic or another person if there is need. 77.  Contain (5) 75.  Note of the scale (2)
78. Dress (3) 76. An exclhimation (2)
79.  Bhort love story (4) 80. Beach house (4)
80. Make false (5) 81. Wander (3)
82. Maori Stockade (2) 84. Damage (3)
83, Short news pieces (5) 85. Add together (8)
86. King from Shakespeare (4) 89. Egyptian sun god (2)
87. Hit (4) 90. Reader’s Digest (abbr.) (2)
88. Northemn lights (6) 92. A fair cow — or daughter
Wailed {5] of Inachus {2)
Christian Union

Clubs and notices

Debating Society

Orimutinn debate, Monday 6th March, 12- 2 pm,

in the Memorial Theatre,
Motion: That New Zealand needs an SIS,

Inaugural meeting: Thursday 9 March, 5pm in the

Board Room, Middle Floor Student Union.
Social Rowing Club

We are going to grace the waters of Welling-
ton Harbour again this year. So if you can pull
an oar feel like partaking in a little drink and

drug-induced degeneracy in Christchurch this
~ Easter, front up at Star Rowing Club boatsheds
this Tuesday night (7th March) in Jervois Quay
at 5.30 pm. Or contact:

President David Scton 767584
Mac — 728 363

Netball

Netball trials start Tuesday the 7th of March
at the tennis courts below varsity between 5 &
7 pm.

All interested are welcome to come along,

For further details phone Trish — 861610

Psychiatric Hospital Visiting

Help fight the oppressive psychiatric hospital
system! The women in Lomond, Porirua Hos-
pital would like to meet new people. If you
are interested in visiting for an hour on Thurs-

day evenings, contact
Lisa Cohen — ph. 844439

VUWSA
INSURANCE

insure your bike, your books, your stereo, your life and your future.

For heipful advice consulit

JiM HENDERSON at 21 Brandon Street, near the D.I.C.

Phones 737428
&
726608

HOW LONG CAN YOU TREAD WATER ?
The Christian Union warmly invites you to :

a} A combined tea in the Lounge and Smoking
Room on Friday 10th March at 5.30 pm.

b} A concert in the Union Hall on Tueday 14th
March at 12 noon to 2 pm.

¢} Join a cell group; contact John, ph. 735-316

Catholic Society

Annual Academic Mass at St. Maru of the Angels,

Sunday 12 March, 7 pm.

Tramping Club

The Club is running a trip to northwest
Nelson at Easter. All fitness and experience
levels catered for. For details see Club notice
board, Graveyard end, middle floor, Student
Union Building.

Visual Arts Society

AGM ... AGM .... AGM.... AGM

Are you interested in potting ? Then come along
and help get the club on the road this year, All
previous and new members are welcome,
General business will be followed by some

shdes of local ccramic work.

Any queries, ring Max Pouwer at 798-694 after 6

Starting next week our diary
of clubs and other notices will be
getting onto an official footing.
All copy must be handed into the
Students Association office by 12
noon on the Wednesday ptior to
publication. It must be on the
appropriate form available from
the office or typed and triple spaced.

UNION

SERVICES

" Opening Hours:

CATERING rour 11:300m - 20m

Monday — Friday

Cafeteria: 9a.m. — 6p.m.

4:30 p.m. — 7 p.m.

(Toasted Sandwiches — Salads —
Hot Meals)

Coffee Bar: 10a.m. — 3 p.m.




Two days at university and already it
looks very interesting.

Monday 1.10 pm. precisely. We walk
into an introductory Pols 111 lecture ex-
pecting about 400 others for company and
what do we find? Not 400, but 850, '
squashed into K303 (maximum capacity
around 350), The lecturer, Cleveland,
does his best, but it’s a hot day; by 1.30
pm. there is very little fresh air left, and
the jokes about how Pols is not boring are
straight away proved to be nothing more
than just jokes, and very bad ones.

Everything that should be is covered in
the introduction — assesment, texts, tut-
orials and an outline of the lecture pro-
gramme. It’s just that there are all these
peuple and the atmosphere is very uncom-
fortable. Still, he says that something
will be done. The Department doesn’t ex-
actly know what, but “Something” will
be,

Tuesday, 1.15 pm, (That’s right. Be
honest. You were five minutes late). Let’s
see if it’s any better today. You've just
had The Augustans, and after Pols, you've
got another stage two English lecture on
the Novel. 3 in a row. Not the best.
However. Upon opening the back door of
K303, you just about drop dead. There
are even more people than yesterday. Not
only are all the seats absolutely chock-a-'
block full, but there is no room on the
steps either. They’re covered right down
to the front. The gust of rotten “pre-own-
ed” carbon-dioxide (nobody’'s breathing
ordinary air anymore) is like the fumes
from a blast furnace. Still, (as you close
the door and see four or five others doing
the same over the other side) it’s not as if
you could have gone, even if you really
wanted to, is it? :

Question. What is this “‘Something”
that the Pol Sci Department is going to
produce to relieve a critical over-crowding
problem and when will it be produced?

Is any provision going to be made for
those students who just could not get
room to even sit on the steps or stand at
the back, and so missed out on a lecture
(or on lectures)?

Prof. Board. He gave you all a very full

that the work-load looks very rigid — all
excercises and tests set out clearly, but

- are all worked out for terms to add up to

too You don’t quite know what it means,

So much for Pols. Any other gripes?
Yow about Legal Systems? Yes, come to
think of it, there were some things that
bothered you about that first lecture. At
least E0O06 was not over-flowing with stu-
dent bodies, and at least your lecturer did
all he was supposed to do, as required by

“Read This Now” hand-out, covering term
requirements, tuts, texts, lecture
programme, gave you fifteen minutes to
read it, then went over it with you pretty
carefully. All in all, it looks good.

‘But the first thing that strikes you is

quite a few of them. Their points values

a neat 300. But the three terms exams
(held thoughtfully at 8.00 am., so every
one can sit them cosily together) are all
worth 50 points, the class test is worth 20
points. Not much regard for those who
work hard, but are upset by the pressures
of exams;

“Minimum total for terms (45% of 300,
see para 6)=135.” (para 6 just outlines
terms requirements - 45% of 300, regular
attendance and participation in lectures
and tuts etc.). They're placing a great deal
of emphasis on terms, aren’t they? Last
sentence of para 6: “No part of terms
marks counts as part of the final mark in
the Legal System.” All that work, then it
doesn’t even count. Still, decent of them
to tell you. '

They mention the Socratic method

but it says ** a question and answer
method of instruction” Voluntary? Oris
it possible that the lecturer picks on
(oops!) “invites” students to participate.
Victimisation? Surely not. But the possi-
bility worries you.

What else? No mention of such things
as pre-determined pass-rates, namely ar-
ound 35% in a good year for students, or
about 30% in 1977, of studetns with aver-
age of 60% or 70% hosing in for terms and
getting a round D for finals. No mention
of the pressures, very hard to define, but

definitely there, from within the course,
stemming perhaps form the knowledge
that there are too many students for too
few places, or perhaps from a Faculty with
a somewhat inflated opinion of itself; a
Faculty which teaches “legal methods”,
not students, which caters for the academ-
ically able rather than the conscientious. . .

Come, come, you're being too hard.
They did everything thoroughly and pro-

perly. You can’t deny that. True. [ sup-
pose it’s a case of credit(s) where credit’s
due’

~ “Welcome to Victoria University, ladies
and gentlemen,” Mr. McKay said. “We
hope your stay with us will be a happy one
one”. |

Rire Scotney

Radio censorship

Last week the March 8 Cumzmittﬁe'-sub-
mitted the following adverts for broadcast
over 21B, 2ZM and Radio Windy:

“Support the fight for safe legal abor-
tion on International Women's Day March
8. Assemble Pigeon Park 12.15 pm. and
march to Rally at Cenotaph 1 pm.

“March 8 is International Women’s Day

‘which celebrates a strike by women work-

ers in America in 1890 to demand decent
working and living conditions. 88 years
later, women are still fighting for their
democratic rights. 1977 saw vicious Gov-
ernment attacks on women's rights, the
worst of these being the attack on a wo-
man’s democratic right to abortion. Fight
for safe legal abortion on Wednesday .
March 8: March from Pigeon Park 12.15
pm.. Rally at Cenotaph | pm. »

We were told that the first advert would

be acceptable only if we said “There isa
march for safe legal abortion on . ..” and
that the“wecond advert could only repeat
what the first one said. No additional
information was allowed in the second
advert, including anything on the origin of
International Women’s Day.

These restrictions have been laid down
by the Broadcasting Council who have
ruled that any advert which is controver-
sial or political in content can only give
the time, date and place of an event. When
we so often hear talk about the defence of
our freedom of speech and the press, it
makes us wonder if it isn't already 100
late. ‘

Lamorna Rogers
Co-ordinator, March 8 Committee

Abortion conference

A national Women’s Abortion Rights
Conference is to be held in Auckland on
March 18 and 19. The aim of the confer-
ence is to bring together as many women
as possible to discuss how best to organise
a campaign to fight back against the legis-
lation which denies women access to
abortion,

The conference was originally called by
the Women’s National Abortion Action
Campaign (WONAAC) at its national
meeting in Wellington on January 28,

A WONAAC statement outlines why
this conference is necessary: “With the
passage of the Contraception, Sterilisation
and Abortion Act in December 1977, the
abortion rights movement suffered a sev-
ere defeat. Parliament blatantly ignored
the wishes of the majority of New Zealand-
ers by restricting the availability of safe,
legal abortion.

1978 is an important year in the strug-
gle for abortion rights. The MPs think they
they have shelved the issue once and for a
all, but they haven’t bargained on the an -
ger of women, Abortion rights will be a
central issue for this year’s elections.

“There are tremendous opportunities
for launching a campaign to guarantee wo-
men equal rights with MPs to excercise
their conscience on this issue. But this will
will be achieved only through a strong un-
ited movement."”

On this basis, WONAAC’s call fora
conference has already won support from
a broad range of individuals and grganisa-
tions, including the NZ Insurance Workers
Union (Wellington); Mary Sinclair, public-
ity officer Working Women's Council;
Sandra McCallum, Working Women'’s Alli-
ance; the NZUSA Women’s Rights Action
Committee; Lindy Cassidy, president of
VUWSA; Donna Awatere, Nga Tamatoa,
the Abortion Law Reform Associstion of
New Zealand (ALRANZ); and Christine
Dann and Jill Ranstead of Broadsheet
magazine.

Tﬁe conference wnll provide a forum

for assessing the development of the abortion

abortion rights movement. It will enable
women to map out a plan of nationally cQ
ordinated action: a counter defensive to
turn back the anti-abortion tide.

A bus will be leaving Wellington on the
evening of Friday 17 March to travel up to
the conference in Auckland and it will be
returning on Sunday 19 March, The ap-
proximate cost for transport plus confer-
ence is $15. Billets will be provided. If
you want further information about the
conference or wish to book a seat on the
bus contact:

Pat Starkey 842—-821(evenings)
Fern Hickson 877-703(evenings)
Helen Wilson 848-541(day)
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“On Monday, March 6, four lead-
ers of the historic Maori land occupa-
tion at Bastion Point will be appear-

* ing in the Auckland Suprmeme

- Court. The government; which
claims it has legitimate title to the
land at Bastion Point, is seeking in-
junctions against these leaders on
the grounds that they are ‘illegally’
occupying it. If the government gets
these injunctions, and the protesters
defy them, they face possible jail
terms on contempt of court charges.”

So began an urgent appeal from
the Orakei Maori Committee Action
Group for support in their struggle
to defend their 13 month occupation
lt:n :iegain title to the historical Maori

This case is an attempt by the govern-
ment to avoid its responsibility to decide
the merits of the protesters’ claim. They
hope that the Supreme Court will order
the protesters’ removal if the occupiers
ignore an injunction. This relieves the
government of the politically embarassing
task of ordering the arrest and eviction of
people who have gained considerable sym-
pathy from both Maori and Pakeha com-
munities. The protestors’ task has been
made doubly difficult by the discriminat-
ﬁ decision to deny the defendants Legal

Joe Hawke, a leader of the land strug-
gle and one of the four defendants, com-
mented: “We can only conclude that our
defefice isn’t seen as being as deserving as
that of the executives of JBL who recieved
‘over a quarter of a million dollars worth of
of legal aid. Nevertheless, we aim to pre-
sent the best defence possible against the
‘big guns’ the Crown is lining up against
us, We still claim that the Crown'’s title to
the land is defective and that its past and
present dealings with the land at Orakei
‘have blatantly disregarded the question of
justice for the Ngati Whaatua of Tamaki.”

One further obstacle is that although

- the Court has ordered the government to
make its files on the Orakei lands available
to the defendants the government has re-
fused to make the files after January

5, 1977 available. January 5 was the date
of occupation.

In an attempt to undercut support for
the protesters Muldoon has rushed thyough
a deal with some of the Ngati Whaatua eld-

Government moves
on Bastion Point

ers. Details of this proposal were anounc-
ed last Monday, exactly one week before
the court case opened. It indicates how
seriously the government views the issue
when the Prime Minister plus two Cabinet
Ministers were present when the proposals

were put to these elders.

Only those who supported the govern-

ment were invited. Specifically excluded
were the Chairman and Secretary of the
Orakei Maori Committee. The Paramount
chief of the Nagati Whaatua, Te Pooru-o-
Tamaki, refused to attend because the
meeting was not held on the Orakei Marae
where all the points of view could have
been represented.

The government’s plan involves the
vesting of 12 hectares of land plus the
houses in Kitemoana Street in a Ngati
Whasatua Trust, and the scrapping of the
sub-division and sale of a large portion of
the land. A 2.6 hectare portion of land
is still being allocated for State Advances
town houses. A further 12 hectares of
land is to be given to the City Council for
use as reserve land. Half an acre is to be
added to the Urupa (cemetery) on Okahu
Bay.

In return for this offer the Ngati
Whaatua people must pay $257,000 and
renounce all claims to land in Orakei. The
City Council is not expected to pay for
its land, and no recognition has been giver
to the $% million already paid out for the
houses which are now 25 years old.

The government’s back room deal is
based on the recommendations of a Joint
Planning Group study commissioned by
the government. When it was released in
November last year is was subject to a de-
tailed criticism that remains valid today.
In a statement submitted to the govern-
ment the Orakei Maori Committee Action
Group said:

*The burning issue in the Bastion Point
controversy is the question of who should
have title to the land. On this the Planning
Group's recommendations are clearly in-
adequate,

“While its report recognises the mal-
practice of past governments in their deal-
ings with the lands at Orakei, it fails to
give the proper weight to the fact that in
1869 the Maori Land Court declared a
700 acre block at Orakei absolutely
inalienable. This successful claim was
made by Apihai Te Kawau, the paramount
chief of Ngati Whaatua.

“Despite this historic ruling, the Ngati
Whaatua of Tamaki today have title to no
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more than a % acre urupa at Okahu Bay.
Qut of the 700 acre block of “‘inalienable™
land, only this tiny portion remains! Al-
though we feel our people have a legiti-
mate claim to all the 700 acre block, we
have based our demands on the 180 acres
of uncommitted land at Bastion Point and
Okahu Bay,

““This land is now controlled by the
government and various local bodies, and
they have the power — if only they would
recognise our legal and moral right to this
land — to vest it back in the Ngati Whaatua.
Furthermore, our commjttee has made its
stand at Bastion Point with many of its
members (including Pui Pui Hawke, Joe
and Grant Hawke, Mike and Roger

“Rameka, and many others) being direct de-

cendants of Apihai Te Kawau.

“From this standpoint, the Planning
Group’s proposal for the return of 12 hec-
tares to the Ngati Whaatua does little to
redress the injustice perpetrated on our
people. Suggestions . ... that our people
will have to buy it back . .. once again
will be adding insult to injury.”

The criticism of the Planning Study
report also drew attention to the fact that
although the government is allocating ad-
ditional land for Maori housing this was
promised 25 years ago. Moreover they
now avoid the responsibility of having to

_ build these houses.

The criticism continued: *““The propo-
sal for extending the urupa at Okahu Bay
means the Planning Group has given rec-
ognition to another long-standing grievance
of our people. Unfortunately, one of our

larger grievances in this area has been total-

ly ignored.

“The land at Okahu Bay is our people’s
papakainga. It was once an important vil-

lage for the Ngati Whaatua of Tamaki, and
our people lived around the marae there
unti] they were evicted in 195]1. As the
last of them were driven out, their houses
and marae were burnt to the ground.

“This area is now known as Okahu Bay
Domain, and the land there has always
been included among our committee’s
claims. The Planning Group is correct in

- pointing out that this land is intimately
linked to Bastion Point; why, then, should
it not be returned to Ngati Whaatua title?

“Bastion Point and Okahu Bay represent
the only open land left over from the 700
acre block which the Maori Land Court
declared inalienable, the combined area of
the two being about 180 acres.”

Instead of recognising the justice of
these claims the government has manoeu-
vered to try and do a deal. Having had its
subdivision plans which a year ago were
claimed non-negotiable, squashed by the
decisive action of the land occupiers, the

- government is now attempting to squeeze

the Ngati Whaatua for over $%million plus
trying to force them to renounce all claim
to the land.

Mike Rameka, a member of the Action
Committee at Bastion Point, spoke recent-
ly to students at Victoria University.
There he emphasised the need for every-
one who believes in justice to give them
full support. Of particular importance is
defeating the government’s attempt to get
an injunction against the leaders of the
occupation.

A rally in solidarity with the Bastion
Point struggle is being held outside parlia-
ment, 5 pm. Monday March 6, the day of
the court case.

Mike Treen
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Soviet moves

Horn of Africa

Recent events in the horn of Africa have been confusing in their
content and swift in their movement. The situation is obviously a com-
plex one which needs dissecting before it can be properly appreciated
As well, the mounting offensive of the Soviet Union in the area is turn-
ing the local conflicts in part of the worldwide power game between the
two superpowers. This article examines the significance of reoent

developments in the Horn.

Towards the end of last year the fascist
Ethiopian regime headed by Colonel
Mengistu Haile Mariam looked distingtly
wobbly. A number of major revolts ag-
ainst its rule were at the point of forcing
its downfall.

Liberation

The fifteen year old armed struggle
against the Ethiopian annexation of Eri-
trea had successfully liberated all but a
few large cities. Under the leadership of
the Eritrean Peoples Liberation Front
(EPLF) and other groups Eritrea seemed
certain to expel the remnants of the
Ethiopian occupation forces.

In the Ogaden the eight year old strug-
gle of the Western Somali Liberation Front
(WSLF) for secession was also apparently
close to victory. Again the only Ethiop-
lan presence in the area was several heav-
ily defended garrisons in the major cities.

In central Ethiopia, and much closer to
home, the Ethiopian Peoples Revolution-
ary Party (EPRP) was co-ordinating work-
er, peasant and student opposition to the
Mengistu group. It posed a direct military
threat to Mengistu's rule. Regular and
bloody street battles were (and still are)
fought in Addis Ababa, the capital.

The EPRP was also active building
guerilla struggle in the countryside. Its
first liberated zone had recently appeared
in Tigre province.

In other areas of Ethiopia smaller re-
volts were breaking out — dissaffection
with the Mengistu group was growmg ra-
pidly.

Death of the Emperor

Since the overthrow of Emperor Haile
Selassie Ethiopian society has been ina
state of flux. In September 1974 a mas-
sive popular struggle ousted Selassie and

demanded the establishment of a Provision-

al Peoples Government. But a small group
of military officers called the Derg set up
their own Government under the title of
the Provisional Military Administrative

Council. Last year Mengistu's faction came

to power by successively murdering two of
the elected Chairmen of the Derg. This
faction represented the most fascist and
ruthless section of the Derg.

Black and white

Just before May Day last year the Ethi-
opian regime murdered 2,000 people to

‘prevent a May | demonstration against its |

fascist rule. Many students were among
their number. Attitudes to massacres like
this have varied.

Here in New Zealand a motion was put
at the FoL conference in May to oppose
the murders — but the SUP sidetracked
it and then later condemned the motion’s
mover in their organ the Tribune as having
engaged in “‘anti-Sovietism”’.

About the same time Fidel Castro de-
scribed this regime which settled even in-
ternal disputes with machine guns as the
perpetrator of ‘*Africa’s first truly marx-
ist revolution™! Clearly the Soviet Union

and its mouthpieces were beginning to de-

velop an interest in calling black white.
The reason for the interest is clear if loc-
ate Ethiopia in the wider context of the
Horn of Africa.

The hom of Africa | |
The horn of Africa, an area containing

some 32 million people inhabiting 3 count-
ries (Ethiopia, Djibouti and Somalia), is a

vital strategic area to the two superpowers

in their battle for world supremacy. It

overlooks sea routes on which travel 70%

of the raw materials imported by West

Europe. It controls the outlet from the

Red Sea into the Indian Ocean. It posses-
ses vital raw materials.

Today it is the Soviet Union which is
most active in the horn of Africa. Since
it successfully administered the Cuban in-
vasion of Angola the Soviet Union has em-
barked on a military and diplomatic of-
fensive in Africa. Control of the horn
would give that offensive a big boost.

Out and in again

Late last year Soviet and Cuban *‘advi-
sors” were kicked out of Somalia. The
major naval and air facility at Berbera was
shut down. Without this strategic access
to the Indian Ocean, Soviet ambitions ap-
peared to have suffered a big setback. But
preparations had been made. The Soviets
had heen stecadily replacing US imperial-
ism as the dominant foreign power behind
the Ethiopian junta. Kicked out of Somal-
ia they pushed deeper into Ethiopia. Now

£ rh:ogm s Mengistu

the'y are the prop that keeps the Man;im!
regime from collapsing.
The investment

The Soviet investment in the Ethiopian

regime is massive. In the Jast few months

it has airlifted and freighted nearly $1,000
million worth of arms to Addis Ablbl.

It has sent in 1,000 military advisors
and ordered in 2,000 to 3,000 Cuban
troops as well. Cuba was forced to call up
5.000 reservists recently to meet its over-
seas commitments. Its pilots are so busy
“liberating’’ Africa that Soviet pilots naw
fly Cuban border patrols due to the short-
age at home.

Soviet secret police guard the Ethiop-
an government from its many enemies. -
Soviet and Cuban generals help plan of-

Body in Addis Ababa street after rioting]

fensives against the threatening liberation
groups. Soviet warships fired their first
shots in anger since World War 2 at Eritrean
guerillas near Massawa. |

The result

More confident with its heavy Soviet
backing the Mengistu regime is mounting
an offensive against its “‘enemies” — name-
ly the Ethiopian, Eritrean and Somali
peoples of the area.

Starting at home it initiated the “red
terror” in the streets of Addis Ababa.
Suspected opponents or members of EPRP
were shot in cold blood and their bodies
left in the streets. Over a thousand citi-
zens have been murdered by t!!il method
this year.

In Eritrea they used the Soviet Navy an
and their new MIG jets to bombard Eri-
trean positions near Massawa in an attempt
to regain total control of the city. .In the
Ogaden a vast offensive has driven the
WSLF and Somah regulars back from the
cities.

The dividend

The Soviet Union expects two big divi
dends from the cumrent Ethiopun
offensive.

The sole coastal area of Bthiopia is in
Eritrea, Currently it is cut off from Adis
Ababa by the guerillas. Defeating the
guerillas would give the Soviet Union a
Red Sea port and a replacement for the
lost base at Berberm.

John Reid’s

SQUASH
CENTRE

SQUASH: 60 cents par half hour
per person

Normally $1.26

GEAR HIRE: 30 cents per item
RAQUETS: 40 cents
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9—12 and 2—5 Weekdays

Rebirth Health
Food Shop

Best prices in town for honey, wholemeal
products, nuts, dried fruits, etc.

157 Cuba St. and Churchill Drive Shopping Centre
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Ethiopian militiamen

The offensive in the Ogaden is clearly
aimed at bringing changes in Somalia —
back to a pro-Soviet stance: Soviet in-
fluence there is still strong — for instance
they trained and controlled the secret po-
lice. The battlefield of the Ogaden is a
test of independence and presitige for the
Somali ruler, Siad Barre. The Soviets are
hoping it is a test he loses. Re-established
in Somalia and dominant in Ethiopia
their control of the horn would be total.

War danger

The Soviet Union's attempt to gain:
control of the hom of Africa is part of its
preparations for war with US imperialism.
As the young and growing superpower it is
mounting a world-wide offensive against
US imperialism In the horn of Africa , as
elsewhere, the US is on the defensive and
cannot intervene. In a way that's a good
thing.

Without the label of oppostion to US
imperialism to support them the Soviet
position looks a bit sick. Here they are
arming and protecting a fascist regime no worse
than Chile and their warships are bombard-

ing genuine liberation groups, It is obvi-
ous that Soviet social-imperialism is no
better than US imperialism — it’s certainly
not socialist. In fact it is worse because it
is more aggressive and growing while US
imperialism is on the strategic defensive
and declining.

There is no *‘detente’. Events in the
horn of Africa only confirm this sad truth.
The biggest advocates of “‘detente” and
“peaceful co-existance” are turning out to
be the biggest and keenest warmongers.
The more naked their aggression the more
determined they are to cover it up with
fine words like **Africa’s first truly marx-
ist revolution’’

But the truth seeps through. The So-
viet activities in the horn of Africa are
part of the buildup towards a world war
between the superpowers.

Back home, that is a compelling reason -
for New Zealand to have nothing to do
with either the Soviet Union or the United
States,

International Correspondent

a little money
20 a whole lot
further

If you need a little help and advice on how o make your money go further while you're al
varsity. see Richard Starke at the Wellington Branch of the BNZ. Rtghard knows the sort of
money problems you re going to be involved with as a student, and he'll b(. pleased to give you
all the assistance and advice that's possible. Apart from the BNZ services hke cheque und
savings accounts. free automatic savings facility, the Nanonwide Account. travellers’ cheqgues.}
and so on, there are two particular BNZ services that a lot of students have found very useful.

BNZ Educational Loans

The great thing about these is their flexability. You can 1ake one
out for a few days. to tide you over a rough spot till the end of
term. or you can borrow on the long-term and. plan things vut
over the years you re at varsity,

BNZ Consulting Service

Free. helpful advice on practically any financial matter. from
people who understand money and how it works. And just by
the way, there's another good reason for banking with the Bank
of New Zealand. 1t's the only trading bank wholly owned by the
people of New Zealand.

. Call at the BNZ on-campuns office and fix up a time for a chat

| with Richard Starkce or phone him direct at the BNZ Wellington
' Branch. Cnr. Lambton and Customhouse Quays. Phone
725099 ext. 702

Bank of New Zealand

Wholly owned by the people of New Zealand

For “peace” read “war”

An aborted attempt to set up a
branch of the World ‘‘Peace’ Counc-
il last January 31 in Wellington’s
Trades Hall was yet another exam-
ple of the global offensive of the So-

viet Union.

Don’t get me wrong here — [ am not a
vehement anti-communist who believes
New Zealand should hide under the wing
of “Mother” America. For people who
read a minimum of international news in
their newspapers and periodicals it is not
difficult to see that the Soviet Union, far
from being a peaceful socialist country, is
an impenalist power which romps around
in every part of the world. The big Rus-
sian bear fully lives up to its name,

Global Propaganda War

The World “Peace” Council incident
must be seen in this light. It is, in effect,
just another aspect of the ideological and
cultursal penetration that the Russians have
have become so good at.

It follows the pattern of other Soviet
jack-ups. The method they use is to get
their local agents to “form’ a supposedly
independent organisation, and then rapid-
ly “affiliate’ it to one of the many Mos-
cow run international organisations.

These include the World “Peace’ Council,
the World Federation of Democratic
Youth and the International Union of Stu-
dents.

If a local organisation is already in ex-
istance, the Soviets try madly to woo it to
the appropriate Moscow circus. Right now
in New Zealand this is happening in the
Trade Union movement (World Federation
of Trade Unions), the National Youth
Council (WFDY) and to a lesser extent,
because of setbacks owing to the strength
of the local organisations, the national

‘student movement and the anti-apartheid

movement.

Sign Up For “Peace”

had been at the Warsaw conference of the
WPC.

On her return to New Zealand, Brough
had told the press that she was dismayed
the WPC had been so dominated by the
Soviets and its allies.

Yet here she was a few months later
with nothing but praise for the organisa-
tion. “‘People were just like animals, con-
tinually throwing their arms around each
other,” she told us.

On the close of her introductory re-
marks about the Council, she was asked
what the WPC's stand on the Russian in-
vasion of Czechoslovakia was. Brough ad-
mitted that the WPC was uncharacteristic-
ly silent on the Czechoslovakian invasion,
upon which one of the manv members of
the Socialist Unity Party present retorted,
“It wasn’t an invasion”, Indeed?

Amusing as this incident was, it did
give a clear picture of the way the WPC
slavishly follows Soviet foreign policy.

Brough, although aware of all these
facts, claimed “‘I'm not in this organisa-
tion for any political reasons”. She failed
to realise that however sincere her inten-
tions, the subject of peace is very much
bound up with politics. The WPC is an ex-
tremely politicized organisation which
makes very definite use of “‘a-political”
members like herself.

Thus the meeting was roughly split be-
tween those who wanted full discussion of
the organisation and its activities before a
decision was made and those who wanted
“in” regardless. The consideration of un-
ity among peace groups was relegated to a
rather low priority by the latter. This was
made clear in the repeated suggestions by
Brough and others that those opposing the
setting up of a WPC branch could remove
themselves and form another group.

Trades Council Secretary Ken Douglas

" even proposed the meeting be reconvened

But it is in the New Zealand peace
movement that some of the major strug-
gles are happening at present.

Early last year an International Conven-
tion for “‘Peace Action’ took place in Wel-
lington. International it was, but one
could hardly describe it as either peaceful
or productive in terms of action.

Contrary to The Dominion’s front page
story the day after the convention (‘‘Peace
Convention ends in Uproar”), the event
was not an unqualified disaster. It gave
supporters of the New Zealand peace
movement a first taste of the way the Mos-
cow foreign office tends to take over such
gettogethers.

In fact, thanks to the naivety of the
Convention organisers, there were enough
Russian, East European and pro—Soviet
personages to sink a nuclear destrovyer.

But force of numbers wasn’t a good

enough guarantee for taking over the show—
the whole occassion was marked with

about as much organisational democracy

as a university lecture,

The convention ended with no real
action proposals primarily because of the
swamping effect of the Muscovites and
the demoralisation of the genuine peace
seekers,

Round Two

The follow-up to ICPA came almost a
year later —~ a year marked by great activi-
ty on almost everything except peace
work. ICPA attenders were sent a leaflet
inviting them to attend the formation of
the local branch of the World ““Peace”
Council.

Organiser, Jenny Brough, a Labour
hopeful in the last municipal elections,

with only selected representation.

The meeting became heated and unruly
and at one stage almost came to blows.
With a display of chairing that broke near
every standing order in existance, Brough
seemed determined that virtually no
debate would be permitted.

When finally a vote was taken to affirm
the establishment of a WPC branch, the
motion was passed 29-19,

Elections were held immediately fol-
lowing the debate in which the SUP gain-
ed a major share of the places on the
branch committee,

Epilogue

Now a branch of the WPC is established
in Wellington. At worst it will tie sections
)f the peace movement in Wellington firm-
y to the phoney aims of the Moscow for-
cign office *“ Making detente irreversible”
and “Unity of peace forces”, are the slo-
gans used to cover up the staggering re-arma-
ment of the Soviet Union, and its military
activities throughout the world.

In reality there is no “relaxation of
international tensions” and never will be
until the monopoly of world power is
lifted from the USA and the USSR. At
present both superpowers are armed to the
teeth, locked in contention and headed for
another world war.

The New Zealand “peace-forces” can-
not afford to be sucked in by meaningless
but dangerous phrases or innocuous peti-
tions handed out by the WPC. It must in-
form New Zealanders of world realities and
how to avert the approaching storm.

David Murray
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Women’s poetry

SONGS THAT CANNOT BE SILENCED SISTER

We are natural rivals

Like seeds placed side by side in the earth.
Underground, the roots push for water,

Above, the leaves vie for sun,

And all the while how delicate the plant seems.
The brawling tendrils sweetly entwine,
Choking each other in their grip.

But, sister, | never meant to harm.you.
And now it is my fierce longing for reunion

Sing| Let us sing out,
Sing out again so our hearts may burst into flame
And our burning blood may finally meit

these chains.
So that in the depth of the blackest night
The sun shines forever.

Here they come with their sticks
in the glacial silence

In the bolted cell That makes me cling.
Their bloodshot eyes rivet on us

They hurl threatening words, Sally Pirtle
*Who's the bitch who had the nerve to

sing?"’

Mute rage engulfs our hearts
Qur retort: : WOMEN

A willful silence

The word ‘women’

Is no longer a weaker sex

Their weapon

Is no longer tears

They are not objects

They are not the flower vase

They are not the 'private property’ of man

After vain threats and questionings
Blows rain down,

So much flesh is torn

Over all the body, so much pain!

GOLDEN TRIANGLE

Then, my sister,

You stood up proud | was a saint
Ricing above the pack of killers Out from the kitchen went up in a
“Down with terror! Down with the brutes!” Out from the house basket
Out from the golden cage seventy times as high
Hand in hand, Women shoulder half the sky as the moon
Shoulder to shoulder: The page . .
A human wall of women being oppressed “i saw pittsburgh =

Will not give way,

Scarcely have they turned on their heels
Qur laughter bursts out more brightly
Qur voices rise more sweetly

‘More harmonious together

with a stronger beat

Defying the impotent rage of the guards.

Such power in such frail bodies—

Does it come from magic?

The next day, reprisals,

Aged mothers,

Littie sisters, barely thirteen years oid,
Beaten with the rest

Just for having sung.

"Who led the singing?”

Answer: a willful silence.

Cornered between the wall and the hard
ground

They fell unconscious.

Awakening,

Should be thrown into
The dustbin of history

Today

Women fight

for equal rights as men

Together with men

Women fight -

against oppression and exploitation
to create

A new society.

she's a common woman
has a child by rape
two by bitter marriage
and one by a man
who loved her for fun
and left

I saw town

i saw allegheny upside down"”

saw eighty million working women
ride red hot motorcycles

Saw many many women

working all the time

saw a8 woman
eating breakfast at sunset

saw one hat
on the precise, teak

(many, many)

hooks. |
Carol Tinker

DON'T BE TOO POLITE, GIRLS

Into their ears glides the sweet lullaby of
an elder sister

Like the voice of the native village,
Suddenly, on your trembling lips

Blooms the rose of a first smile

That no chains nor shackles can imprison!

We're really on the way girls, really on the way,

Hooray for equal pay girls, hooray for equal pay,

They're going to give it to most of us, in spite of all their fears,
But do they really need to make us wait three years.

Don‘t be too polite girls, don’t be too polite,

Show a little fight girls, show a little fight,

Don’t be fearful of offending, in case you get the sack
Just recognise your value and we won't look back.

sperm-sworded man

who plays his games

to tease, drop and

degrade her

she, who still has her heart

perhaps you know her
or part of her

or many of her ...

or choose to forget her ?

They say a man needs more to feed his children and his wife,
Well, what are the needs of 3 woman who leads a doubte working life ?
When the whistle blows for knock-off it’s not her time for fyn, '

ves, you who can afford to forget, She goes home to start the job that’s not paid and never done.

you have no heart 1o feel

no womb 1o incubate

you have no nourishing breast
and cannot share your love

Don’t be too afraid girls, don’t be too afraid,

We're clearly underpaid girls, clearly underpaid,
Though equal pay in principle is every women's right,
To turn that into practice, we must show a little fight.

We can’t afford to pay you, say the masters in their wrath,

But the women say "Just cut your coat according to your cloth”,
If the economy won't stand then here’s the answer boys,

“Cut out the wild extravagence on the new war toys"’.

in your shame you forget,

[gnore or spit upon

the solo mother and her bearing

and you do not murmur

against the knowledge that your country
now begins to starve her.

All among the bull girls, all among the bull,

Keep your hearts full girls, keep your hearts full.

What good is @ man as a doormat, or following at heel ?
A.A. Leaf It’s not their balls we're-after, it's a fair square deal !

Salient will print a literary supplement
just as soon as good work comes to hand.
It's up to you,

Salient literary supplement
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Editorial

March 8th, as many of us will be aware, is Interna-
tional Women's Day, which celebrates a strike by wo-
men workers in America in 1890 do demand decent
working and living conditions.

Over the years women throughout the world have
participated in many and varied struggles to improve
their position in society. N.Z. is no exception to this
and many women have, since the winning of the vote
in 1893, raised numerous demands to improve their
situation,

The right to childcare, the right of women to work,
the right to equal pay and opportunity and the right
of women to decide when, and if, to have children are
just some of these demands that have been brought to

people’s attention .

Through 1977 we have seen the reversal of many of
these positive gains made by NZ women with a series
of vicious attacks made by the government on women
in many areas.

The most vicious of these attacks has been the leg-
islation passed further restricting a woman's right to
decide for herself whether or not to have an abortion.
This legislation is one of the most repressive pieces of
abortion legislation in the world. Already thousands
of dollars have been spent by NZ women going to
Australia to have abortions; not to mention the many
women who are unable to afford the trip and who will
end up in misery having an unwanted child — or will
go to a back—street abortionist or will try to abort

themselves.

NZUSA believes that we must still protest vocally
and vigourously to get this abhorrent legisiation re-
pealed. We are organising a National Day of Action to
protest against the legislation on March 8th — Inter-
national Women's Day. We are calling on men and
women throughout N.Z. who are opposed to this leg-
islation to participate in some sort of activity te show
the government that huge numbers of New Zealanders
are opposed to it.

Action emphasizing women’s democratic right to
abortion is being organised on every campus through-
out New Zealand by the NZUSA Women's rights Ac-
tion Committee. The Women’s Rights Action Commit-
tee (WRAC) consists of one Women's Rights Officer
from each constituent students association and a Nat-
ional Co-ordinator. QOur job is to carry out NZUSA
policy on Women (the policy is made at two NZUSA
counciis a year by delegates from all the student assoc-
iations}.

The fight for legal abortion is not the only issue
facing women at university. Women's actual right to
go to University is under heavy attack. Low holiday
earnings, rampant inflation and miserable bursaries are
making it harder and harder for women to come to
university. The university creches, although already
inadequate, are in danger of having their budgets cut.

At the Universities, as everywhere, the government
is trying to force women back into the nuclear home
situation. For the government this is the perfect solu-

tion to the economic crisis. Taking women out of the
work-force lowers their embarassingly high unemploy-
ment figures. In the home women provide the care of
the sick, young and aged that the government would
otherwise have to pay for, and isolated in the home it

is difficult for women to organise to fight for their
rights.

For women, being defined solely in terms of as
house wife or mother is disastrous.

Forcing women into the role of mother and house-
wife has given rise to the stereotype of the ideal wo-
man — empty headed,, dependent, submissive, pretty,
etc. The conditioning of females for motherhood al-
one, from the moment of birth, explains why only
one third of the student population is female and the
average female wage is 61% of the average male wage.
Only when women gain equal participation in the work
work force will they gain true equality. Safe, legal
abortion along with childcare facilities, free contracep-
tives, equal pay, and paid maternity leave are some of

the measures that are necessary to truly guarantee wo-
men’s right to work,

The recent abortion legisiation is an attack on the
democratic rights of women to have children by choice.
This bill follows a line of horrifying attacks on the
democratic rights of New Zealanders. We must fight
back now — before it’s too late!

Leonie Morris —
Co-ordinator, NZUSA Women's
Rights Action Committee

University

New Zealand's economic crash is providing the im-
petus to moves which threaten to push women into a
new dark age.

Responding to the economic crisis with wild slash-
es at living standards and a steady current of measures
repressing basic democratic rights the National Gov-
ernment 1s singling out women for special attention.

Although it is working class women who are being
hit hardest women right across the board are suffer-
ing. At University equality, having never been there
in the first place, is drifting further away.

Go home not to university!

The message for women who don’t want to go to
university on the backs of their parents or loansharks
is don't.

A survey of hostel students at Victoria last year
showed that while 55% of male students
$800 in the halidays, only 16% of female students
were able to do so. Women students are finding it very
hard to get jobs. They’re normally badly paid and
don’t last very long.

The almost non-existent STB is not expected to be
raised till 1978 while inflation is still rising at about
14% a year. Women with lower holiday savings (if any)
are beginning to find it impossible to attend university
without going into heavy debt. Part-time jobs during
the term are harder than ever to get.

And no longer is it possible just to go downtown
for a year and save enough to get back to Varsity. Jobs
downtown are drying up too.

Attacks on Welfare Services

If women are to have the concrete right to univers-
ity study they must have the right to decent childcare
and the right to abortion,

It is clear that the big business solution to the eco-
nomic crisis as administered by the current National
Government is destroying women'’s ability to go to
university. Here as everywhere the basic pressure to
force women back into the nuclear family situation —
sared for by a male breadwinner and caring for child-
ren is winning out. Women at university and those
contemplating going to university are finding the eco-
nomic crisis stripping away their rights, stripping away
their ability to lead independent social, political and
seonomic ives.,

omen under

Women at Varsity aren’t considered serious.
They're seen as filling in time before marriage and
children. Most are expected to take arts subjects ra-
ther than ““masculine” subjects like law, science, com-
merce etc. Most are expected to take their studies to
only a rudimentary level. It's not considered import-
ant for women to speak out at tuts or lectures or to be
other than submissive socially — it's all preparation
for 'home life’,

Social discrimination at Varsity

The back to the home campaign is not new. Those
sort of ideas have been around for years. It's the fer-
ocity and determination of the latest campaign to con-
strict women'’s role that makes it different. At Uni-
versity the idea that women'’s place is in the home has
long been dominant,

Male supremacy has always been entrenched in
this way at University. But now it’s getting a big

e

ttack!

boost. The reactionary solution to the economic cri-
sis demands women be further pushed out of social

life and into the home. The National Govt., SPUC and
and the right—wing ‘happy families’ groups are all
praising women'’s role as ‘‘homemaker’’. And male
supremacy on campus is finding a major support. To
fight male supremacy on a personal or small group
basis on campus today is to confront the society-wide
“back to the home" campaign and its big business
ba~kers.

We must Fight Back Now!

The dominance of big business interests will neces-
sarily mean the subjugation of women’s rights. Wo-
men students along with their working class sisters and
many other groups fighting to save their living stand-
ards and democratic rights must vigorously resist the
fascist onslaught.

Lindy Cassidy




Women

in the

[Economic

Crisis

Mrs. Peacock lives in Petone in a big block of flats.
She is unemployed. Last month her employer called
all the women over fifty-five into his office and told
them they were sacked. Mrs Peacock had worked in
that firm for seventeen and a haif years, The job was
her whole life after her husband died. She’s fifty-nine.

Susan Redmond is separated with two children. She
left her husband after taking six years of physical
beatings. She’s on the Domestic Purposes Benefit
which is now reduced for the first six months. She
has to declare her income every week, in a form sent
to the Social Weifare. If the mail is held up she
doesn’t get her cheque that week. Susan is really hard
up and if her friends didn’t help her out she doesn’t
know how she’d manage.

Raewyn is forty and lives in Taita. She's got three
kids. Her husband has got two jobs to pay off the
mo . She was on the pill for five years and was
worried about what it was doing to her. She’d heard
stories about blood clots and heart disease. She had
changed-to a diaphragm and after six months she got
pregnant. She wants an abortion and can't afford to
go to Australia.

These are not isolated cases of hardship

All over New Zealand women are having the same
problems. Neither are they simply examples of the
sexist attitudes of men in power — whether in Parlia-
ment, in Social Welfare or even in the home. N.Z. is
in a deep economic crisis. Its main elements are a
sharp decline in the terms of trade, a huge balance of
payments deficit, surging inflation, faltering real pro-
fit rates and rising unemployment. In this situation the

. the government is systematically trying to lower the
living standards of working people to restore the pro-
fits to the employers. It has also tried to stifle the

ing mood of discontent in the country by cur-
tailing people’s democratic rights. It is because of this
that the traditional discrimination against women has

The main areas in which women are being a_ttacked
are employment, benefits, and abortion. This is
coupled with a propaganda campaign to try to force
women to see their primary place as in the home.

1. Employment. In every economic recession

women are the first to be made redundant. Because

fulfil two roles in the community — paid worker
and child rearer — it is easier to force them out of the
first. Moreover, many married women who are laid
off do not register as unemployed and therefore do
not increase already embarrassing unemployment
statistics. As long as their husbands are workifig they
also do not get the dole, and therefore place no strain
on the public purse.

Employers can use this to force a four day working
on married women and so lower the conditions of
employment for all workers. Even four days pay is
better than none at all.

2. The Domestic Purposes Benefit. One of the

#ﬂ of the recent inflation is government spending.
government has been unable to balance its books,

since it has been spending more than it gets, but now
is moving to rectify this and reduce the budget deficit.
However, instead of taking those who control the
wealth in the community, it has cut the benefits and
social services of those who most need them. The cuts
in the DPB are an example of this.

They also represent attempts by government to

NZUSA Women's Rights Action Committee International Women’s Day Supplement.

preserve the nuclear family, Single women with child-
ren often need jobs and they exacerbate the problem
of childcare which the government wantsto ignore.

3. Abortion. The latest Act passed in Parliament
last year represents the most flagrant attempt to deny
women their democratic right to contrgl their own
bodies. It is a deliberate attempt to keep women in
the home having children, instead of seeking jobs. Wo-
men at home are isolated and unorganised. It is be-
cause of the economic crisis that SPUC has achieved
as much as it has, out of keeping with its real sup-
port in the community.

4. Propaganda. The clearest example of this was in
a speech made by Muldoon. He compared two women
with children living side by side. One woman went out
to work, was well off but neglected her children.
1 he other stayed at home, was poorer but did the right
right thing by her kids. We can expect to see more of
this in the future in an effort to get women tp leave
the workforce voluntarily,

Women fight back

The International Womens Day (March 8) protest
raises demands to counter the Government offensive.
Women must have the right to abortion, to emplov-_
ment, to unemployment benefit and to a decent social

security.

If achieved. these demands would clearly improve
the position and status of women. Howgver, they N
would still leave untouched the cause of the intensifi-
ed attack on women of the last couple of years — the
economic crisis.

History shows that economic crises are inevitable
under capitalism and whenever they occur, the
wealthy do all they can to make working people in
general — and women in particular — bear the burden.
We must combine our short term demands with the
struggle for a new economic and social system,

Dale Steel —Working Women's Alliance

(Wainuiomata Branch)

SURVEY OF UNEMPLOYED WOMEN

During my Varsity holidays | was employed by
Working Women's Alliance to do interviews for a sur-
vey on unemployed women. The survey is not yet
completed but from the women | interviewed some
distinct patterns emerged

Most of the women | interviewed fell into three
distinct groups;

1) Young single women

2) Married women with children under five

3} Married women with children over five years

{I interviewed very few solo mothers — | guess they
know they would never be able to find child--care they
they could afford, let alone jobs. They have to try and
manage on $45 for the first six months and then $61
thereafter).

1} Young Single Women

| interviewed serveral young women who lived with
their parents, had been on the dole for about four
months, and received $31 2 week. Women in this
situation have had to make drastic changes in their
life-styles. They can’t afford to go out a night with
their friends-and they -now spend alli their days in the
house,punctuated only by the endless job interviews.

2) Married women with Children under Five

The young mothers generally had husbands who
earned $90 in take home pay a week and were despar-
ately searching for jobs to supplement their husbands’
wages. These women face real financial problems —
unpaid mortgages/rents_hire purchase payments (not
for luxuries but for vacuum cleaners, fridges, arm-
chairs etc.) and bills, They have cut down on luxuries

(cigarettes), meat, visits to the doctor, buying new
clothes, etc. The main idea they expressed was a deep
concern for their children’s future, Many of the wo-
men said that financial worries were putting a strain
on their relationship with their husbands.

3) Married women with children over five

Many of these women had been made redundant.
Their wage packet was essential to the family income,
now they earn nothing, no wage and no unemploy-
ment benefit — because — married women don’t qual-
ify for the unemployment benefit! Another group,
were women who had always planned to go to work
when little Mary reached five only to find that now
there are no jobs. These women have to cope not only
financial worries but also with their own disappoint-
ment at not being able to find a job.

Self—fulfillment

Most, but not all, the women we interviewed were
facing financial hardship as a result of being unem-
ployed; For some women their main reason for want-
ing a job was for self-fulfiliment. Often they had qual-
ifications but there were no jobs available in which
they could use their training.

No Unemployment — Make the Rich Pay!

Unemployment amongst women is a very real pro-
blem; but the government chooses to ignore it. New
Zealand’s unemployment is a symptom aof our econom-
ic crisis caused by the drive of big business for high
profits. Now big business is in trouble. They have to
pay high prices for their imports, shipping costs, etc.
The governmentis in terrific debt and has responded
by cutting the living standards of the people. Thus the
people can no longer afford to buy from big business,
and profits are falling. The result of all this is that
people like the women | have described above, suifer.
Why should the working people pay for big business’s
problems? Big business did well in good times, let it

live off its fat and pay for its own troubles. No
unemployment — make the rich pay!

Leonie Morris
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Women’s Rights Abortion

The New Abortion Law

~Whet does it Mean?

The passing of the Contraception, Sterilisation and
Abortion Act was the culmination of a series of at-
tacks on women's right to abortion in 1977 which
started with the publication of the Royal Commission
on Contraception, Sterilisation and Abortion earlier
that year.

Purpose of Abortion Act

The nature and purpose of the act is revealed in its
title — it is "An Act . . . . to provide for the circum-
stances and procedures under which abortions may be
authorised after having full regard to the rights of the
unborn child”’ {my emphasis). The very wording pro-
vides an illustration of the central role SPUC and other
anti-abortion forces played in the drawing up of this
legislation.

The panel system recommended by the Royal Com-
mission and originally contained in the Bill came un-
der such heavy criticism from women'’s groups and
the medical profession that a number of amendments
to that part of the Bill were propased. The Birch am-
endment, which was passed by 44—26 during the sec-
ond reading of the Bill, was presented as a politically
feasible compromise measure which bridged the gap
between the panel system and the supposedly “liberal”
amendment proposed by Mr Gair. But the Birch am-
endment is neither “"moderate’’ nor a "‘compromise’’.
The system of ‘certifying consultants” is basically
just a change of name for the panel system. They
have a similar authority and function. In fact SPUC
has stated that Birch’s proposal was even better’’ {je.
it will be even harder for a woman to obtain a legal
abortion) than the panel system. '

Abortion Decision Taken From Women

Under the obstacle course set out by the Birch am-
mendment, a woman first seeks an abortion from her
own doctor. The doctor then refers the case to two
certifying consultants (at least one of whom must be a
qualified obstetrician or gynaecologist) who are ap-
pointed by a supervisory committee set up by Parlia-
ment. The woman concerned can be interviewed by
one or both of the certifying consultants if she re-
quests but it is not required. '

The only decision the woman makes is the initial
one that she wants her pregnancy terminated. After
that, her fate rests in the hands of no less than four
doctors. And the certifying consultants are, by defini-
tion, not supporters of woman's right to abortion, In
the words of an amendment moved by David Lange,
the supervisory committee should only appoint medi-
cal practitioners * whose assessment of cases coming
before them will not be coloured by views in relation
to abortion genérally that are incompatible with the
tenor of the Act.”” More specifically, they should not
believe either

"“{a) that an abortion should not be performed in
any circumstances

or
{(b) that the question of whether an abortion should

or should not be performed in any case is entirely a
matter for the woman and her doctor to decide.”’

New Grounds for Abortion

But the MPs didn't stop there. A series of amend-
ments were passed which tightened up the already

Conference
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highly restrictive grounds for a legal abortion.

Sir Basil Arthur introduced an amendment which
deleted from the Bill the provision allowing abortion
if ** there is substantial risk that the child, if born,
would be so mentally or physically abnormal as to be
seriously handicapped”. The deletion of this provision
drew strong protests from the president of Auckland
Obstetricians and Gynaecologists Society, who said
that he would defy the law in this respect, and from
three members of the Royal Commission,

An amendment from Mr Gair seeking rape as
grounds for an abortion was defeated and instead it
was included as being only "“a matter which may be
taken into account”’.

Barry Brill deleted provisions as recommended by
the Royal Commission that social and economic fact-
ors be taken into account when the grounds for ab-
ortion were being considered,

Abortion Given New Meaning

Brili also redefined the meaning of the word
“abortion”. It is now ""a medical or surgical procedure

‘carried out or to be carried out for the purpose of

procurring —

(a) the destruction or death of an embryo or
foetus after implantation {my emphasis)

or

(b) the premature expulsion or removal of an
embryo or foetus after implantation other than for
the purpose of inducing the birth of a foetus believed
to be viable or removing a foetus that has died”.

The addition of part{a) to the original definition is
vet another example of SPUC’s influence. It has also
been pointed out that this amendment makes the le-
gality of contraceptive measures such as inter-uterine
devices or menstrual extraction somewhat doubtful.

Under what circumstances can a woman obtain a
legal abortion under this Act?

Clause 54 has amended the Crimes Act so that it is
now unlawful to perform an abortion in the case of a
pregnancy of not more than 20 weeks unless:

continuance of the pregnancy would result in
serious danger to the life, or the physical or mentai
heaith, of the woman or girl, and that the danger can
not be averted by any other means. (my emphasis —
the latter part of this provision was added by an am-
endment from Dr Wall) .

*the pregnancy is a result of sexual intercourse be-
tween a parent and child, brother and sister — whether
of the whole or half-blood — and grandparent and
grandchild.

*the pregnancy is the result of sexual intercourse
with a girl under care and protection as defined in the
Crimes Act. :

*the girl or woman is severely subnormal as defined
in the Crimes Act.

The Ietgal grounds for consideration for an abortion
ified

are spec as — ‘
* the age of the girl or woman concerned is near the

the beginning or end of the usual child-bearing years.

*that there are reasonable gounds for believing
that the pregnancy is the resuit ot rape.

—Joan Sheilds
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Revolt of the mini-buses

- ‘This is the headline of the Star (2 Malay-
sian daily) describing the wildcat strike
staged by mini-bus drivers and conductors
on 19 January in Kuala Lumpur. More
that 400 mini-buses were involved,

- 'Thousands of commuters were stranded
as minj-buses turned up at the bus stands
but refused to allow any passengers aboard.
R was reported that meny commuters
took more than three hours longer than
usual to reach home by travelling in other
moans of transport. The strike seriously
affected the public transport services in

the capital. -

The mini-bus strike began shortly after

S pm. on 19 January in retaliation against
victimisation and harassment by traffic
police. More than 90 bus drivers had been
booked by traffic police over the two days
prior to the strike.

“Traffic police booked us for the most
~ trifling offences. ... The policemen just
stopped us, wiped their hands on the bus,
said it was dirty and gave us a summons.”
“EBach summons should have been com-
pounded at $40 but they refused to let us
compound it and instead dragged us to
court where we pay as much as $100 in
fines.”

“We cannot go on like this everyday
Ww by the police.”

The following morning, 20 January, the
mini-bus drivers and conductors took their
grievances to the Jalan Bandar Police Sta-
tion and demanded to see the City Police
Chief, Datuk Mansor Mohammed Noor.
The policeman on duty prevented them

from entering the Police Station by bolt-
ing the gates.

However the Mini-Bus Association re-
presentative, Syed Jamaluddin bin Syed
Mohammed Nor, together with Dr. Tan
Tiong Hong, Gerskan Chairman Kepong, a
and Lee Lam Thye, MP, were allowed to
meet the City Police Chief.

When the meeting ended in stalemate
after three hours, the crowd of mini-bus
drivers and conductors waiting outside the
police station became restless.

Federal Reserve Unit (FRU) were then
summoned to disperse the crowd. Three
men were arrested by the FRU but were
subsequently released without being charg-
ed,

By 5 pm. it was reported that the mini-
buses would call of their strike and resum-

ed operation immediately after their rep- -

resentatives briefed them of the meeting
with the City Police Chief.

Many of the mini-buses were booked
for over-loading. A mini-bus is licensed to
carry only 16 passengers seated, but dri-
vers claimed that “‘the passengers had al-
ways forced their way in although the
buses were full. And once we leave the
bus stand the policemen are waiting to
pounce on us.”

The drivers are asking the Chief of
Police to allow them to carry more than

16 passengers during the peak hours from
6-9 am. and 4—-7 pm.

Star 21.1.78
National Echo 21.1.78

Ref:

Despite the massive handicaps of incumbant
aarpenters, prolific plumbers and construction
concreters the Recreation Centre has stagered
through its first week in operation, The time-
fable is printed below and you can find out
more about joining the classes, clubs or lunch-
time sports programmes by asking Jan at rccep-
tion,

Lunchtime sports programme . . . a social,
guaranteed game at a non-olympic pace. Try
badminton, basketball, indoor hockey {men and
women) indoor soccer and volleyball. Get your
name or team to Jan at reception. There is still
room for more players in all of thesc sports.

By the time you read this the next level in the
the building will be ready and that means chang-
ing and showering and Weights Room. So thosc
of you who wish to try weight-training get a
programme suited to you from Hugh. Diana will
be holding weight control sessions for all you
weight watchers and just like the fitness pro-
gfammes we can provide something which is
tallored specifically to your specifications.

Dians% Yoga class will be held in the Smok-
ing room in the Union until the Dance room is
resdy in the centre. These will be held on Wed-
nesday and Friday at 12 noon.

A mass exercise in mass exercise for those
who wish to regain or discover that glorious
fecling of fitness, Thursday 5.30 — 6.30 is the
tirae for all to get fit for Winter sports, get
for Winter or just to get fit, It’s socia) non-mil-
itry and you can even sit down when you get
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Legal profession condelﬁnd

On 27 January, 1978, the Penang Bar

lmmittu in an emergency meeting held
'in the Penang High Court passed three reso-

lutions condemning the 1977 Legal Profes-

'sion (Amendment) Bill as being discrimin-

atory and a serious erosion of the funda-
mental rights and privileges of members of
the Malaysian Bar.

Under the controversial bill there is a
provision for the disqualification of Mem-
bers of Parliament, State Assemblymen,
local councillors, office bearers or political
parties or trade unions and lawyers with
less than 7 years standing at the Bar, from
being members of Bar Council or Bar Com-
mittee or any sub-committee of the Bar
Council or Bar Committee.

. The three resolutions of the Penang Bar
Committee are:

I.  that the Penang Bar call on the
government to withdraw the bill,

2.  that the Penang Bar affirm its
confidence in members of the
committee and its elected repre-
sentatives to the Bar Council and
that in the event of the bill receiv-
ing royal assent and becoming law,
law, the Penang Bar would direct
the committee and its elected
representatives to resign en bloc
in protest.

3.  that the Penang Bar call upon all
members of the incoming Bar
Council to resign likewise.

All but two of the lawyers who attend-
ed the meeting voted in favour of the re-
solutions.

Mr. Triptital Singh, the Chairman, how-
ever, walked out of the meeting before the

‘voting after a member said he would move

a vote of no confidence in the chair when
he (Triptital) refused to allow voting on
the second and third resolutions.

The meeting resumed with Mr. Harbind-
er Singh taking the chair,

Should the Legal Profession (Amend-
ment) Bill become law, the Penang Bar
committee will be left with only its chair-
man and two committee members.

also have to vacate their ofﬁce when royal
assent is given for the Bill which was tabled
during the current session of Parliament.

The Bar Committees in other states will
also be similarly lffocted.

The Bar Council was not consulted in
thnfmﬁmnf'memﬂ.

The Malayan Bar Council President |
criticised the amendment to the Legal Pro-
fessions Act and said that the reason given
by the Attorney-General for the clause
prohibiting the above mentioned categor-
ies of lawyers from being members of the
Bar Council and Committees were uncon-
vincing.

*The Bar Council and committees have
existed since the 1940's and during all this
time they had, from time to time, levelled
criticisms against the government actions
and policies in relation to matters affect-
ing the administration of justice and there
had been no suggestion of any influence or
or pressure being brought to bear on them
by any political or other factions,” the
President added.

The new Bill also contains a provision
to enable foreign lawyers to appear for
the defence in Internal Security Act (ISA)
cases. Through this move the government
hopes to resolve the impasse between the
government and the Bar Council over ISA
cases, As the previous Law Minister and
Attorney-General, Tan Sri Abdul Kadir
Yusof, and announced, “the Bill would
overcome problems arising from a boycott
by lawyers of such cases.”

In his criticism, the President of the Bar
Council stated that the provision in the
Bill on the admission and enrolment of a
person as advocate or solicitor by a certifi-
cate issued by the Attorney-General gives
the Attorney-General unfettered

‘discretion. The certificate “not to be re-

viewed or called in question in any court”
virtually leaves the fate of the legal profes-
sion in the hands of one man.

The Bar Council had passed a resolu-
tion last year to advise its members to
boycott trials under the Essential (Securi-
ty Cases{Amendment) Regulations 1975
which it considers to be oppressive and
against the rule of law.

Ref: New Straits Times 15.12.77, 16.1 2.77,
About 15 of the 30 elected members of  22.1.78, 28.1.78.
the Bar Council for the coming year would - Star 18.1.78.
University Union Recreation Centre
“ Old Gym” Timetable
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
i ' | |
9to 10 Fitness clinic Weight Control Fitness clinic
i0to 11 - Badminton Fitness clinic Badminton
i ‘ * ﬂ'
11to12 ' Badminton
1210 1 Badminton t Indoor Hockey Yoga * Basketballt Volleyballt
Men t Soccer t | - Yoga *
. ' -t .
lto2 Badmintont Indoor Hockey Trampoline Basketball t
Women + Soccer T |
2to0$ Weight control
Sto4 Squash (2-4)
Beginners
4to0 5.30 Staff recreation Staff recreation|
Fitness class Basketball club
Hockey club Jf Hockey club Soccer club Karate Club ]
(men) (women) '
7 Hockey club Hockey club Soccer club Karate club
(men) (women) ' j 1
8.80 to 9,30| Badminton Club Basketball club Volleyball Rembuden TXD
Fen:ing club Martial Arts ' * Tennis Pavillion
[9 30 -10.90 | Badmi lub © Smoking Room
.30 -10, minton clu Bask tha'l clvb Volleyball Rembuden T.K.D, : ¥
. _:f ncing Clib Martial Arts | t T Lunchtime Social Sports
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151 DAYS

By Dick Scott
Labour Reprint Society

The 1951 Waterfront Lockout still stirs
the emotions of New Zealanders like vir-
tuaily no other event in NZ2’s history. A
generation of NZ’ers still remember the
event as the time when a repressive curt-
ain of emergency regulations governed NZ
and capitalism ceased to hide behind the
veil of “*democratic rights” — or alterna-
tively as the time when *‘the government
taught those wharfies a lesson’".

For this reason alone the reprinting of
Dick Scott’s 151 Days by the Labour Re-
print Society should be warmly welcom-
ed. We should never forget the stirring
tight of the watersiders, seamen, miners,
freezing workers and drivers and of their
thousands of supporters in the Commun-
ist Party and other organisations (even a
few Vic students lent 2 hand). Nor should
we forget the actions of the government--
in particular the repressive 1951 Emergen-
cv Regulations which made it illegal to
publish anything likely to encourage a de-
clared strike, which gave the police virtu-
4lly unlimited powers of arrest, and which
cven made it illegal to give food to water-
siders” children.

Dick Scott's book is unlike any other
sccount of “S1 because it was a part of the
very struggle that he writes about and de-
soitbes so vividly., The writer, as editor of
“The Transport Worker™ (the Driver’s
Journal) was in a unigque position to set
the svenes of the struggle: the clubbing of
4 peaceful demonstration of watersiders
and their families by scores of baton-
wetlding police in Auckland and a similar
maident in Wellington, the persecution of
many indtvidual workers by police, and
more importantly, the magnificent scenes
of solidarity displayed by watersiders and
others as they rallied together in refusal to
bow to the attacks of the state,

Student Travel Bureau Limited (STB) has just opened a new larger of-
fice on campus. As from Monday 6 Mgrch STB will be operating from a
new office on the first floor of the University Union. [n an effort to im-
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This point however, brings us to the
first problem of the book. The book was
written in 1952 when the story of the
struggle was still very fresh in people’s
minds. For this reason it did not set out
to tell the entire story of the lockout and
the events leading up to it, but instead to
give edited highlights and to emphasise
some of the positive aspects and results of
the struggle at a time when the working-
class movement was feeling soundly beat-
en.

This presents difficulties for those of us
reading the book since most of us weren’t
even born when the dispute took place.
For this reason most of us would be better
to read a general history of the dispute
first — once we have done this the names
and dates in 151 Days start to make a lot
more sense. Once this difficulty has been
overcome there 1s much that we can learn
from the book. In particular we learn that
we will never be alone — where there is
oppression there is inevitably resistance
(an important lesson for us at the
moment). Whenever one section of the
working class or middle classes is under at-
tack other sections will support them.

A\

. who cut up tons of

~ The scenes of solidarity in'151 Days
are truly magnificent, not only those of
the strikers themselves and those who gave
them monetary support both in New Zea-
land and Australia but also the work of the
relief organizations: “old cars being run to
rags organising supplies; . . . the volunteers
t under makeshift
conditions, beginning at"2 a.m. or often as

not working through the night; the relief
committee teams who slogged away at

the depots, day in day out, sorting, pack-
ing and husbanding food to get a fair share
. . . the watersider who sold the lincleum
off his kitchen floor rather than make an
extra call on relief for his family”’.

The scenes are endless and these aspects
of the struggle are important for two
reasons (which Scott never specifically
mentions): firstly,they show the ability of
ordinary people to organise their own
lives and look after their own needs with-
out interference from big business or the
state, and secondly they show us the ele-
ments of the future organisation of pro-
duction and exchange which will come
about when big business has been over-
thrown once and for all and these “ordin-
ary people” take control of their own
lives.

It is not only on this aspect however ,
but in its whole coverage of the dispute
that the book tends to confine itself to a
description of what happened without
really explaining why it happened. This is
perfectly understandable when we consid-
er the circumstances in which the book
was put out but it’s not much help to us
today. In the absence of a real analysis it
is easy to imagine that the struggle was
lost merely because the watersiders didn’t
struggle hard enough or that the majority
of NZ workers were backward, or that they
were duped, (though these things were all
factors to some small degree and it is un-
deniable that most workers were given a
completely biased and false picture of the
struggle through the censored daily news-
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prove the oncampus service offered by STB to Victoria students, the
new office will have longer hours, being from 10.30 am. to 4.30 pm.
each week day, Monday to Friday, throughout the year (including uni-
versity vacations). In addition there will now be two travel advisors to

assist you with your travel arrangements. Jo Thomson will now be join-

ed by Brenda Broadhead. So if you want to travel, either within New
Zealand or overseas see your oncampus STB office (phone 738—566).

papers). Scott never even raises the pos-
sibility that the problem may le in the
very nature of the struggle.

Toby Hill (one of the leaders of the
watersiders) summed it up shortly after the
the dispute when he stated that *‘trade un-
ions will never be able to defeat the state.”
The working class was badly split before
the struggle even began (and even more
badly split from the middle classes and
students). Several unions such as the
wharfies and seamen had been able to gain
wages and conditions far superior to
those of workers in less essential and smal-
ler industries. In these circumstances these
workers could hardly be expected to fight
a life and death battle to gain a wage rise
for the watersiders who were already earn-
ing more than them. Once the struggle had
had been posed in this way these other
workers were not likely to join the strug-
le in great numbers merely because the
government had got heavy on the water-
siders. *

People can only reflect their own ex-
perience and hence are unlikely to lay
their jobs on the line for abstract ideas
such as ‘““trade union principles” or “free-
dom’’ when their own unions are ineffec—
tive of corrupt’'and capitalist freedoms
don’t seem to have done them much good.
With the odd exception 151 Days is per-
meated with calls for “a fair day’s pay for
a fair day’s work™ and abstract appeals to
“freedom’’(freedom for whom?) and
“trade union principles”. Such calls
{made by the strike leaders) come from
those who, having been confronted by the
full force of class dictatorship, were unable
to identify it as such. They could merely
explain the violent campaign waged against
them as due to a group of nasty Tory
politicians who had abandoned the rules
of the game. Without an appreciation of
the forces lined up against them and a
theory which led them forward there was
only one road open — downhill to defeat.

Neil Pearce

As a consequence of the longer hours and increased staffing being
provided in the oncampus office it has been decided to close the sales
office in Courtenay Place. In future all STB sales activity in Wellington
will be conducted through the oncampus sales office. This office is
equipped to handle all your travel enquiries be they in respect to the
student charter flights to Australia, Asia and Europe, travel insurance,
accommodation, as well as all IATA travel.

Student Travel Bureau, First Floor, University Union, Phone 738—566
Hours: 10.30 am. to 4.30 pm. Monday to Friday.
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SEMI-TOUGH
Directed by Michael Ritchie

Majestic

“1f you don't get life, life gets you."”
Or, “It’s not beliefs that change, it’s be-
Hevers.” Or, “Where you are is where it’s
at.” Swallow all of this and you must be
either stupid or an American. Chances
are you're neither but, if you have time,
chock out your consciousness at a
screening of Semi-Tough, receive a dose of
semi-awareness, and win your next game
of football.

“There must be more to life than just
football and fucking.” True, and with
this piece of se hilosophy in hand our
two major lea ootball pros Billy Cllhde
Puckit_'gg;t nolds) and Shaker Tiller
(Kris ferson) set out to find,
respectively, true contentment and true

love. Oh, and to win their game of foot-
ball of course.

The woman in the middle of this is the
team daughter, Barbara Jane
Bookman (Jill Clayburgh) and she has the
same of semi-awareness of just wha
what’s going on in this movie as the audi-
ence has.

Director Michael Ritchie seems to
know however, and from this material has
fashioned a gentle satire on the foibles and
failings of all serious-thinking Americans.
Americans always seem to take themselves
too seriously and never has this been more
true in recent times than with the number

of spiritual and religious cults flourishing
at the moment.

Screenwriter Walter Bernstein has one
tailor-made for this film: it’s an organisa-
tion called B.E.A.T., run by a bloke called
Friedrich Bismark, one of those giassey-
eyed ripoff merchants who runs around in
a chasuffeur driven Rolls-Royce.

Shake Tiller sees the light as a result of

. Bismark’s consciousness-raiging sessions an
and sends along wife-to-be Barbara Jane

(they had since got friendly) for a session
herself, in order to make her compatible.
What follows is one of the funniest
episodes in the film as poor Barbara Jane
gropes and grunts her way in a self-aware-
ness seminar towards becoming a “*perfect”
human being. She thinks she didn’t make
it, but, as Bismark says: “If you think

you ain’t got it, that’s when you got it.”
Makes sense?

Someone has to keep their head above
water, (what the team manager prac-
tising movagenics, a therapy which re-
quires him to literally crawl around an of-

fice that has a three foor high door, a leg-
less desk and pictures hanging cat’s eye
}:vel) and that’s where Billy Clyde comes

Billy Clyde has everyone on, including
the audience. Burt Reynolds has the part,
and plays it with a type of laconic humil-
ity. He becomes the main focus of the
film and, in lieu of any positive shape or
direction in the film’s form, must carry
the responsibility for its success,

He almost does it in a performance that
makes Kris Kristofferson look like a sailor
who fell from grace with the sea. But the
criticism remains: that Semi-Tough doesn’t
really know where it’s going or why it’s
not getting there. You think it's about
football but then it turns into a mind
game. Then it becomes a love story. It
concludes on nothing.

This makes Semi-Tough only semi-
good, but this is not terribly important,
for the film has too many good moments
to be dismissed out of hand and, taken
separately in a sort of whole, along with
Burt Reynolds' (and Jill Clayburgh'’s)
fine performance, makes for very enter-
taining viewing. Just don’t take it too
seriously, that’s all.

David Beresford

“Hey, I thought this was about footbail”

Falling in
love again

Satient March & 1976 Page 17
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Like the times when Allen literally
steps out of the narrative third person to
examine the film from a first person view-
point and the film becomes 8 means of
diagnosing personal problems. If humour
has the knack of defusing psychological
time-bombs, then Annie Hall is without
a doubt one of the best examples.

More importantly however, the film
is true to its subject. Despite the jokes and
the light hearted treatment given, the
“nervous romance” between Alvy and
Annie takes place on a fundamentally
serious level. This is what makes the film
so engrossing. Comic situations turn grave
and then back again with hardly a mis-
placed tear or laugh. Woody Allen the di-
rector reveals a great deal of wisdom In the
way he handles this.

He also shows a great deal of impartial-
ity in the way in which he handles his own
character which could easily have turned
into a screen conceit. But Allen is honest
enough with himself to prevent this and if
anything it is leading lady Diane Keaton
who makes the better showing.

Hers is a performance that makes one
want to smile without knowing why, or to
laugh at the most innocuous statement.
While she has been praised as an excellent
comedienne, her ability to bring out the
emotional range required of her is no less
praiseworthy. Not infrequently does she
earn more sympathy from her audience
than does her partner.

And Woddy Allen the actor? Well, if
you can put up with a nodding head and

ANNIE HALL
Directed by Woody Allen
Regent ;

Love Stories. Conventional celluloid
romances really began I suppose with
Clark Gable and Vivien Leigh. You know,
steamy, strong willed woman meets irresi-
stably handsome and equally strong-wil-
led man. Together they find T. L. & H. or
else perish in the attempt. Since those
three hours filmland has had a steady suc-
cession of strong silent types battling ag-
ainst a collection of heaving breasts and
palpitating thighs, all in the cause of the
love story.

Annie Hall is a love story too, al-
though not quite the type which necessi-
tates the bringing of handkerchiefs or the
application of Nugpercainal at interval. Ac-
tually, Annie Hall is a very warm, enter-
taining and humourous movie, and as far
as love stories go, perhaps a truer example
of the anxieties, misunderstandings and
gencral floundering about that are as much
a part of a relationship as are the heavy
breathing and moistened lips.

Alvy Singer (Woody Allen) meets
Annie Hall (Diane Keaton) for the first
time, they talk to each other-politely. try
to make the right impression and say the
right things, while at the same time their
translated thoughts appear on the screen
in subtitles. It’s a novel and funny way of
looking at how people go about making the
the first awkward approaches,

Such breaks from stylistic convention

occur throughout and serve as humorous

insights into situations normally dwelt
upon in earnestness.

waving hands then you can also put up

with a very fine performance as Allen
goes through what it’s like to be Alvy
Singer, urban, Jewish and neurotic. In
fact he stumbles through his part so
'naturally it's hard for this film reviewer
lto reconcile Allen’s steady consistancy as
director with the neurotic unsteadiness of
his screen figure.

[ think it’s all a matter of survival and,
as the film concludes, to keep on trying.
Love is what counts, and is worth all the
trouble and effort. Sometimes it don’t
work out, but that’s no reason to stop try
ing.

But the films says this much better.
And if you haven’t liked Woody Allen hu-
mour in the past, give it one more try.

David Beresford

“Wanna see my neuroses’"’
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Drama

Theatre, as an experience, takes many
disguises,

There is professional experience, where
actors, after many years’ work can quick-
ly come to a realisation of a role. More
important, their training and continual
practice have given them finely tuned bod-
ies and voices. As with any skilled artisan,
every performance will thus have a style
and efficiency that any sensitive audience
will respond to. With that solid base, and
depending on ability, time, degree of feel-
ing and understanding for the role, the act-
or can build a solid performance.

But inevitably with a capitalist ethic,
the performer must do the work that will
bring in a financial return. In New
Zealand this often means a short rehersal
time, doing work for which the actor has
little real sympathy, and most destructive
of all, waiting for the right roles to turn
up. Thus the actor has little chance to de-
velop in directions that seem stimulating

or fulfilling. The professional actor becomes

becomes a commercial unit, rather than
being allowed to develop in a creative way.

Then there is the amateur experience,
where the participants perform, not pri-
marily to produce shows, but rather for
the experience of community which such
groupes always engender, and the personal
growth and learning that comes from dis-
secting the written play and attempting to
bring it to life. The end result, the perfor-
mance, does not really matter apart from
the feeling of finishing off it gives. And
that is the reason amateur seasons are so
short. If they were any longer the per-
formers would become bored because the
learning that can come through repitition
of a set piece is limited.

Then comes the academic experience.
This is an analysis of plays as written word
or as an historical process with all its
changes of development,styles, etc. But
basically it is concerned with where a par-
ticular piece, be it production or script,
fits into the social and political state of the
the times when it was performed or writ-
ten: the viewpoint of the participants;
what they were trying to achieve and what
they did actually achieve. It servesan im-
portant function, but no-one should be de-
luded into thinking they can perform us-
ing that soley as a basis. The process can
only look back, or view practitioners |
working at present and compile data on
and for them. It has no creative function.

So far | have only talked about the use
of scripted works. There also exist

CROSSING NIAGARA

By ALONSO Al FCRYa
as stunnming a ser piece as Downstage
heown us.” Bruce Muson, Domiion .

SHOW STARTS 8:15 p.m.
John Banas as Carlo

PHONLE: 849 639

Student Concessions A vailable

they are written by thc cnmpmy; for

themselves alone. They serve as aids to
memory. The scripts may be mere sceénar-
ios; sometimes performances are totally
unpravised The main aim of such groups
is to develop in a coherent and progressive
way as performers. Each show exists not
as an end in itself but as an example of the
direction the performers are going in.

There are other groups, such as LARF,
which are strictly amateur, but whose aim
is to develop a political and social aware-
ness in a collective way, and attempt to
act upon it. They perform, not as special-
ists, but as representatives of society who
are trying to come to terms with certain
social ills. A performance is therefore a
shared experience, a discussion almost,
and not to be thought of as a play, 'l'he
critical appreciation of such performances
should not be on aesthetic grounds (i.e.
on how well the performers performed),
but on how effectively the problems were
expressed, and result in a discussion about
the problems.

With that established, where does the
University Drama Society fit in? Nowhere,
it doesn’t even exist. It is ridiculousin a
campus of this size, during these times of
social turmoil, that a group of people have
haven't yet got together to explore the sit-
uation through the discipline of theatre.
By that I don’t mean trying to present a
pallid replica of professional theatre, to be
another Peter Brook or Laurence Olivier.
Extravagant productions of The Tempest,
or whatever, have little place at Victoria
University in 1978,

The approach must be strictly amateur,
with all that entails. Then something of
value would be taking place. Through the
collective experience, people would be be-
ginning to come to terms with themselves
in relation to this country, its society, its
problems and a possible resolution of them
them.

I have been told that an A.G.M. may
be called soon to get together those inter-
ested in re-forming the Drama Society, but
[ have been unable to get more informa-
tion as yet. I will inform you when I hear
more,

In the meantime, if anyone would be
interested in forming a Street Theatre
group on campus come to the Lounge,
first floor of the Student Union Building,
on Friday 10th March at 1.00 pm. You
will be welcome.

John Bailey

DISCOUNT:

Members, Students (with dinner) Monday
to Thursday $7,50.

Friday, Saturday (with dinner) $8.50

Show only on floor $3.00 Monday to
Thursday

Fnday and Saturday $4.00

Show only (gallery ) Monday to Thursday
$2.50

Frrday Saturday $3.30

CROSSING NIAGARA

By Alonso Alegria
Directed by Jan-Prettejohns
Downstage

Downstage is usually vonsidered, by
many people, to be a cozy home fora
cozy audience with little interest in the
varying temperatures of the outside world.
But the night I went the air-conditioning
broke down. So there we were in the heat.
Was it ominous ? The outside world can
¢reep in. And with it bring such plays as
Crossing Niagara. Maybe that's why the
audience is atying away in droves.

The production and the play are
rivetting, * We become a third person,
Icheron. We can fly.” In this production

the two elements came together and creates

created this third being, the performance,
and it flew. How ? Why ? *

Maybe because of the music of the play.
It starts off simply. The two elements, Carlo
and Blondin, are introduced to one another.

Then slowly and imperceptibly, with great
delicacy of touch, the two merge into one,

an image of two actors, one on the shoulders

ofthe other, forming a human totem. A
superb example of language combining
with visual image to form a harmony.

Or, maybe it was the production. It was

so unobtrusive, The slides projected onto
a screen at the back, starting as a vague
white amalgam moving closer, coming like
an hallucination from the void and slowly
clarifying into the image of the tightrope

‘walker with his companion on his shoulder

But always the memory remains of their
initial solidity. -

Or the b-eauty of the two standmg ona’
suspension bridge overlooking the Niagara
Falls, gently lit by the sun and the reflec-
tion of the Falls. But they were framed, a -
tiny rectanjle of light amidst a vast void.

Images from Colin McCahon flash to mind.

And the first half, when the change of
scene is indicated, not only by blackout,
but also by a slight shift of perspective
caused by the turning of the revolve stage
a few feet, What an imaginative use of it.

The play is given a new movement, a change

in the normally enforced single viewpoint
you have of a single stage set. Here you are
given new angles on it. And it works well.

All this has obviously resulted from a
close understanding between the director,

Jan Prettejohns, and the designer, Raymond

Boyce.

The actors, too, obviously had great
empathy for each other, the production
and the play. Bill Stalker as Blondin and

Crossing Niagara: Banas and Stalker

The many levels expressed ! The simple ,

one of the process in bringing about the

feat of doing the impossible. The exception
to the rule. The question of why people do
things which Mave no intrinsic or productive
value apart from a sheer celebration of the
vastness of humanity’s capabilities. The
process involved in coming to terms with'
the moment of absolute intensity, when
your very fibres are stretched to the l'imlt

That of two people coming to a love
of one another, not sexual, simply love.
Two people become one, & third being.,
though still retaining individuality. How
that situation is attained and retained.

The political exploration of how two

classes, the young scientist and intellec-

tual, with absolutely no practical .
work with and love the skilled craftsperson
who has only ever known his/her craft:

“ All I have ever done is walk the rope. I
know nothing else.” If oidy the students
and workers in New Zealand could get
together without denying their individual
talents and skills. How we would fly.

The play has only a short season left
to run, so I urge you to see it soon. Down-
stage has done something this time that
is really worthwhile. It needs support other
wise they might be tempted to do more |

John Banas as Carlo were superb. They were sure box office sellers like Music Hall.
the instruments and they played beautifully. John Bailey

ed by sensitive lighting and &wu

.Val Deakin Dance Theatre

[ went to see Val Deakin Dance Theatre
for the first time last ‘week with somewhat
reserved anticipation having never seen
them perform before. Usually I tend to
be somewhat critical of other work in my
own field and this was no exception.

However I find a relevant remark by the
late Igor Stravinsky Eurking in the back of
my mind. “What a reviewer says may be
inconsequential even in the short run.

What I object to'is his right to say it.”

Undoubtedly one could by scathing a-
bout such apparently amateur productions
but it serves little purpose to be destruct-
ive, and in fact one is carried through the
moments of uncertainty by the perform-
ers’ unpretensious joy of movement and
their casual familiarity. What struck me
immediately was a cartain sanmti - “whi

.....

ic, appropriate for the fluid and, at
humorous movement,

The first half was made up of shorter
picces broken with a casualness by Ms.
Deakin who would introduce the next
dance while checking to see whether the

dancers were ready by calling fo them, no
.rush, no cover, this is what’s happening.
No big deal.  But I do feel that it's time

- choreographers in this country began to

treat dance as theatre, and therefore need
to think in terms of an overall continuity
which takes you somewhere and back a-
gain — a journey.

The second half took us more in this
direction with longer pieces like “Bach
Suite' and “Mill’n Around”. “Bach
Suite'’, with jazz adaptation by the

Jacques Loussier Trio, gave us a skillfull

coumbination of jazz and modern technique
which show the two principle female danc-
ers at their best. They move with a grace
and fluidity that is not easy to achieve.

I think what impressed most about
this small struggling company was its un-
obtrusiveness and its honesty. There was
a subtle energy which flowed between the
dancers and the audience which seemed to
spring from an almost naive professional-
ism. .

I can only have the highest regard for
Val Deakin, who has been working for
many years in the central North Island

“virtually unnoticed, without support, tak-
~ ing dance to areas largely ignored by other
~ companies. The impact of this show,

although not stunning, was that it was per-
formed with a remarkable effortlessness
and joy. I can only hope these people
continue working and grow.

lan Prior
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Wakeman
Avoids
Overkill

RICK WAKEMAN'S CRIMINAL RECORD
Rick Wakeman
A &M,

If you ceased to listen (with much en-
thusiasm and/or appreciation) to Yes and
Rick Wakeman after Close To The Edge
and Journey To The Centre of The Earth
respectively, you should find Wakeman's
latest offering slightly meritorious and
highly interesting. .

Having dispensed with the English
Rock Ensemble, massed choirs, unwieldy
orchestras, sound tracks for demented
neurotics and the general paraphemalia
that goes with being a ‘serious musician’,
Wakeman has decided to revert to the Six
Wives of Henry VIII formula. One
couldn't exactly term it ‘simplicity’, but a
line-up of Piano/Keyboards, Bass and
Drums on a2 Rick Wakeman Album can on-
ly be called ‘simple’ (as in more effective).
An auspicious move on Wakeman’s
behalf it is too.

Not wishing to sink into the realms of
arty-farty consciousness, I've noted that
Wakeman has played and composed best
when he’s attempted to impress various
motifs, such as the lyrics on CTTE or
Henry V1II, upon the listener. It’s when
he has taken up the expressionist mode
that he has diminished as a talent. Best to
leave expressionism to Emerson and his
computers.

The music on Criminal Record is,
apart from being relatively simple, 2 mix-
ture of tonal beauty, melodious tranquil-
lity and, sometimes, Gothic grandeur.

Right from the beginning of the album,
in “Statue of Justice”, Wakeman states his
case abruptly; the modus operandi of this
record shall be via the Acoustic Piano,
with artificial electronics adorning the
structure.

The structure itself is held together by
fellow Yesmen Alap White and Chris
Squire, both who (as to be expected) play
proficiently. Certainly they amount to
more than just ‘session musicians’ or ‘spe-
cial guests’. It is Squire, with his cutting
and running bass—riffs, who demonstrates
why “Catherine of Aragon”, “South Side
of The Sky’ and “‘Siberian Khatru" ought
never to be forgotten.

The next cut, *‘Crime of Passion™ is
again another example of Wakeman'’s forte,
Piano. Developing an ethereal theme, the
piece suddenly gains momentum when
Squire and White enter, prior to a slight
diversion similar to that in *'Catherine
Howard” (Boogie? On a Wakeman album
album?!). The track concludes after re-
gaining its composure, and one is left
thinking that indeed Wakeman has ‘found
himself’, as it were. Somewhere in late
727

The final cut on side one is “Chamber
of Horrors’ and once again evokes memor-
ies of **Fragile” and “Henry VIII’'. The
use of moogs and other mechanisms of
the electronic arsenal is kept to a mini-
mum, and when used, is done purely to
adorn the theme.

Side two continues to develop the style
of side one (more or less). “Birdman of
Alcatraz” features Wakeman soloing on
Acoustic Piano, If you liked the intro to
“Catherine Howard", you'll like this piece
of music also. No barbarous Liszt here
I'm afraid, just 4:12 minutes worth of
beautiful evocotive piano. ‘

“The Breathalyser” has an intersting
keyboard arrangement, set against an
equally capturing, if not contrived, piano

accompanument. There are even strains of
“The Little Brown Jug" and “Up, Up, and
Away’'(7). Hard to tell. To be noted is
the special appearance of Goodie Bill
Oddie. The significance of the song title
becomes more apparent as Oddie painful-
ly conveys the story-line. Trite, yes, am-
using, maybe, but not too detrimental to
the album overall,

The closing track is the monumental
and moving “Judas Iscariot™ that must
rate alongside “Chamber of Horrors" as
one of the most significant pieces of music
released by Wakeman since the like of
“Catherine Parr”. Featuring a choir and
Wakeman on church organ the piece gath-
ers a tautness that sometimes reminds one
of Emerson’s “Three Fates”. Like
“Henry VIII”, Wakeman attempts to por-
tray the charcter via a series of inter-
related themes. If the thought of a “Hen-
ry VIII/“Atom Heart Mother" cross-
breed isn’t too nauseating, you ought to
like it. The track, ironically, closes on an

excerpt from “While Shepherds Watch
Their Flocks By Night™,

In total, “‘Criminal Record" should be
enlightening to those who have considered
Rick Wakeman a wasted (if not spent) ta-
lent. Unlike ELP’s Works, this is not a
coffee table album, but rather a construct-
ive effort by Wakeman to avoid overkill
and stick to what he knows best: playing
piano.

Greg Cotmore

Folk - Rock
Panorama

RECKLESS ABANDON

The David Bromberg Band
Fantasy

David Bromberg has been around Amer-
ican music for some time, but is better
known for his contributions to other
people’s records than for his own work.
Bromberg began performing during the
sixties folk revival and became sought af-
ter as a side man, appearing on over 70 al-
bums.

His playing gained mass exposure on

Bob Dylan's New Morning album on which

which he played guitar and dobro. Even-

tually Bromberg struck out on his own,
touring extensively and recording a series

of albums.

David Bromberg

His latest album, Reckless Abandon is a
howcase for Bromberg’s varied talents. A
versatile instrumentalist — he plays acous-
tic and electric guitars, dobro and mando-
lin as well as taking the lead vocals. Brom-
berg draws liberally on his background in
folk music, incorporating many different
styles in his music.

However it's not just Bronberg's show
as the rest of the band demonstrate, dis-
playing excellent musicianship and an am-
azing ability to move between idioms.
The end result is a panorama of American
traditional styles set in a modern rock
context.

The album begins with ‘I Want To Go
Home", a punchy rocker verging on disco
with strong bass, guitar and horns be-
hind Bromberg's adequate vocal. *‘Steal-
ing"’, the old Gus Cannon Jug band sing-
along, has a mixed electric/acoustic treat-
ment — mandolin and dobro juxtaposed
against bass, drums and Dixieland horns,
with a good dobro solo from Bromberg,.

On to the first of two medleys, a series
of banjo tunes featuring great mandolin
banjo and fiddle work. *‘Child’s Song”
manages to convey its theme of maturity
and leave-taking, despite rather sentiment-
al lyrics, “Mrs. Delion’s Lament” is a not
particularly distinguished reworking of the
stagolee story. ‘

Side Two opens with a medley of Irish
fiddle tunes, followed by “What a Town”
featuring Bromberg's slide guitar on a med-
ium paced rocker. The pace slows for
“Baby Breeze", then picks up again for
“Beware, Brothers, Beware,” a sample of
David Bromberg as comedian.

This is the low point of the album, a
rather sexist routine on the snares set by
womankind and how to avoid them, until
he too is entrapped and persuaded in some
unmentionable way to recant. The album
closes with an updated version of the Blind
Willie Johnson spiritual ‘“‘Nobody’s Fault
But Mine.”

This is generally a very good album and
the standard of recording and musician-

ship is exezl'e~t, Jn some places a less ar-

ranged sound would have been more ef-

fective — the strings, woodwind and massed
voices are tasteful enough but detract from
the Bromberg band’s earthy goodtime

style.

Bromberg’s sense of humour is another
negative factor, as proved by his comic

monologue on *‘Beware, Brother, Beware”
~ however successful this might have been
in a nightclub or campus concert, its hu-

mour does not survive the transition on to

record.

Bromberg is an adequate vocalist, but
his greatest strength lies in his instrument-
al dexterity and versatility. For this rea-
son Reckless Abandon will appeal to those
whose interests lie at the folk end of the
rock spectrum.

Andrew Delahunty

Live Genesis

SECONDS OUT
Genesis

To most, the release of a live album is
surrounded by a sense of dubious anxiety.
Often a live album turns into a poor rvo-
duction of what may have been an excel-

lent studio sound. But Genesis, the apo-
theosis of art rock this decade, have mixed
a live aibum worthy of decrying such fears.

Idolising aside, Seconds Out (a double
album comprising no new material ), must
be regarded as their most exciting project
since the double concept album, The
Lamb Lies Down on Broadway. With the
departure of the Lamb’s engineer, the
brilliant Peter Gabriel, the drummer Phil
Collins was coaxed into the void. Two
albums later, Phil Collins has shaken off
the shadow of Peter Gabriel's bewildering
theatrics and the group as a whole have
benefited — moving from concept to con-
tact. Prior to this album the former weak-
ened the collectiveness of the band and at
t"he same time often baffled the less ardent
an.

Their earlier classics, ‘‘Supper’s Ready™,
“Cinema Show™ and **The Musical Box™,
emerge stronger than ever, sensitivity and
subtlety never being lost in the urgency of
ithe band’s playing. All but the song,
“Robbery, Assault and Battery = aispel my
lukewarm regard for most of the tracks off
their recent albums. “The Musical Box"
must be heralded as the climax of the albui
album, although “Los Endos™ in which

Phil and Chester Thompson battle out
with incomprehensible double-drum and
percussion quick-time adds a stupendous
finale to the album.

Fresh and arousing to even the most
non-committed of today’s progressive rock
listeners.

Brent Williams




LOW COST SCIENTIFIC CALCULATORS
BUY DIRECT AND BYPASS THE RETAILER

QUALITRON

Liquid Crystal Display Type,
large digits viewable in the brightest sunlight —
with batteries that last over 2000 hours:
more than two years normal use.

MODEL 3020

* B8 digit floating pointor Sdigitmantissa/2
digit exponent

Unique ability to extend mantissa to 8
digits

Two levels of parenthesis

Trigonometric and inverse trigonometric
ftunctions

Degrees minutes seconds to decimal
conversion and vice versa

Operates in degrees or radians mode
Common and natural logs and inverse
Single key power and root calculation
with automatic constant

Factorial (nl) allowing permutation and
combination calculation

Statistical calculations — automatically
calculates standard deviation (oal. mean
(%), variance (¥), Xx, ¥x° and n

TISB | I.Ian

FULL MANUFACTURER'S GUARANTEE
ON ALL CALCULATORS

F_—__—----_"_1

PRICE DISTRIBUTORS LIMITED Calculators within 2-3 weeks l
. Suite 3, Highbury House, Payment of $ .. . is enclosed.
Birkenhead Avenus, .
Birkenhead, AUCKLAND. NABIMO oo
P.O. Box 34-117, Birkenhead. Address ... ...

Phone dB4-38 . e e
L B & =2 R E N B B =B B B B |

TEXAS INSTRUMENTS

AVAILABLE EX STOCK

SR51 Il Hand-held, tull scientific.
OURPRICE $98.00 Normet

TIS57 Hand-held, keybg@#rrogrammable.

OURPRICE $125 o\

119.00

49.00

program , with solid stat
module.

lidara
OUR PRI ﬁ%.mmn Retail $249.00
TIS? °,

Hand- programmable, with solid state
lilgfary modules, plus, write your own
amme magnetic cards.

OURPRICE $479.00 Normal Retail $585.00

: ‘“ Please forward ... . .. Model ... .. .. . FR“M. ‘cd DISTRIBUTORS LTD

Suite 3, Highbury House,
Birkenhead Avenue,
Birkenhead. Auckland.

P.0. Box 34-117, Birkenhead.
Phone 484-381.

National

4640 FEATURES

Displays 10 Mantissa Digits, 2-Digit Exponent Calcu-

lates to 12 digits internally for accuracy).

RPN Logic: You work with only two numbers at a2

time, solving the most complex sequence calcula-

tions quickly, accurately, naturally. :

Three Separate, Addressable, Accumuiating Memories:

I&ets you do far more calculating, far less writing
own,

Four-Level “Rollsblg” Stack: Lets you re-check the

contents of any register.

Trigonometric Functions: sine, cosine, tangent, and

the inverse trig functions.

Mode Selection: Angular calculations can be madein

Degrees. Radians, or Grads.

Rectangular/Polar Coordinates.

Degrees, Minutes, Seconds/Decimal Degraes.

Logarithmic Functions: Log, 10°. Ln, e

Scientific Notation: Handles numbers as large as 10®

or as small as 10-%, Exponent Entry key plus auto-

matic overflow/underfiow when necessary.

COMPARE
THIS TO
THE
HP45!

Semiconductor calculators direct from
the importer at a price
you cannot beat.

HAVE WE GOT A CALCULATOR FOR YOU?

Engineering Notation Mode: Automatically gives you

exponents in multiples of 3.

Decimal: Fixed or Floating. You choose the mode

full-floating decimal correctly aligned within 10

significant digits or a selective round-off between

0-9 decimal piaces.

Statistical Functions: >+ and X- keys sum x, x2,

and n. Lets you calculate Mean and Standard

Deviation, adding to and subtracting from the sum-

mations at will. And, using the Factorial xi you can

calculate permutations, combinations and pro-

babilities. Quickly and accurately.

Metric Functions: Pounds to Kilograms, Inches to

Centimetres, Gallons to Litres, Degrees Fahrenheit

to Degrees Celsius.

Percent Functions: Instant Add-On, Discount, or

Percent/Amount Change caiculations.

Other Functlons: Automatic Square and Square Root,

instant calculation of Reciprocals, Powers, and

Eoms. Pi entry, Change-Sign, Register Exchange
eys.

Operates on NiCad Rechargsable Batterles.

Carrying Case and AC Adapler/Charger.

rmma“-—-ﬂﬂmm“‘ﬂﬂ-—

7

To Kovus Mational Semiconducter Calculsters Lid %

65-67 Birkenhead Ave Birkenhead Auckland 10 % ” l
Noves 3. m: “:‘L conducter Calculstors Ld :_or Box 72-053 Northcote Point Auckland 10 | %
65-67 Birkenhead Ave . T 1 NP
Birkenhead
Auckland 10 l AAArBSS . e sae s et R R q& I
PO.Box 72053 e e e
Northcote Point {To the order please add $1 for packa'ginu & postage) l
Auckland 10 Please supply ...... e odel calculator .
Phone 489175 My cheque/Monay Order for §................ is enclosed

| understand that delivery will be made in approximately 2 weeks.
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Wellington Folk Centre *
10 HOLLAND STREET (off Tory Street)
|

Tues night. Folk Dancing

Fri night. Guitar lessons and Singaround

-Sun night, Concert 8 pm.

Young girl, aged 16 years, would like to cor-
respond with young person in New Zealand.
Male or female in the 16-to 20 age group. Karin
is of German decent though has lived in Brazil
most of her lifc. She is able to write in English
reasonably fluently. Her interests are fairly gen-
Ianlhnwwenhehpnﬁ:ﬁllrlvhltmmdin
reading, nature and animal life. Anyone interest-
ed in writing to Karin should send letters to;

Karin Bartl,

Caixa Postal 1375,
Sao Paulo - S.P.
Brazil,
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The first meeting of the Victoria University
Chess Club will be held on Tuesday 7th March
in the prefab. behind 22 Kelburn Parade at 12

o'clock. Players of all strengths and both sexes
are welcome.

This week's game was palyed in the N.Z.
Chess Congress which was held over Christmas.
It features some slick attacking play by Tim Spil-
ler, sometime student, now swelling the ranks of
the unemployed. White — P. Spiller Black T.
Spiller (no relation)

c4 eh
NfS$ Nc6
Bc4 Nf6
. Ng5 d5
edb Na5

Not the plausible 5...Nd5; when after 6. N(7,
Kf7; 7. Qf3ch. Ke6; Black’s extra picce is no
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compensation for the misery his king will ex-

perience in the centre.

6.  Bbsch.  cb
7. dc6 bch
8. ﬁ h6
9 cé
10. Neb "Bd6
1. d4 ed3
12. Nd3 Qc?
18. h3

Takes the pressure off the pawn at the ex-
pense of creating king side weaknesses,

18, —- 0-0
14. Nc3 Re8
15. 0-0

mm.mmnmwnmm-.
18th, |

15. o— Bf5
16. b3 R(a)d8
17. Bb2 Qc8

Inauﬁn;the pressure on the weakpoint in
White"s position and threatening a sacrifice which
which White's next move doesn't prevent.

18. Bf3?

The best defensive chance was 18. f4 block-
ing the b8/hs diagonal and giving the White

pitces some MANOCCUVETing room.

18. Bh3!

19.

LES LI

Ne2

If 19, ghS. Qh8; 20. Rel, Bh2ch,; 21. Khl,
Rd3! (threatening 22. .. Bg3 ch. followed by
mate on f2), 22, Re8, NeB; 28. Qe2. Rf3; wins,

Ne4

Interposing 20. Be4, Re4; does not help
white eg. 21. gh8; 22. {4 (blocking the b8/h2
diagonal and the Black rook's path to the king
side) Bcbhch; wins;

20. S Qh3

21. N(e) f4 Qh4

22. Qcl g5

28. Rel Bf4

24 Nf4 Qf2ch.

25. Khl Ng3 mate

“Curious Combinations” (sponsored by
Paramount md l_'enthom cinemas) -

"l‘hi: week's column incorporates a competi-
tion which will be a regular feature,

A prize of a double pass to cither the
Paramount or Penthouse cinemas will be given to
to the first correct entry drawn out of a hat.
Entries close mid-day Wednesday and should be
handed in at the Salient offices on the middle
floor of the Student Union Building. This
week’s problem is to find how White won quick-
ly from the following position.

David Beach
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Letters must be typed, double spaced on one
side of the paper, and should not run on and
on boring everybody to desth. They can be
dropped into the letters box just inside the
Salient door {middie floor of the Union
Building, graveyard end), left at the Studasy
office, or sent c/o VUWSA, Private Bag,
Weilington

Active Fights Back
Dear Sir.

I'm writing in response to David Murray's
recent valuable comments in the “People’s Rag,””
affectionately known to many as “Salient”.

The issue at point, appeared to be, that
*Radio Active”, through the offices of myself
as “political correspondant”, had failed to re-
spond favouribly to the cause of the striking
Railwaymen. ‘

Unfortunately it is not known by very many
that the staff of Radio Active may, unlike
Salient’s, not indulge in any form of Political,
religious, Sectanian, or editorialisation type of
comment.

This is due to the fact that we must operate
under a license issued (hopefully) each time we
go to air, and one of the terms of such a license
is that the station manager and his staff keep
the above provisions, and further many more
too imbecile in form to mention here, o

So we attempt to retain some degree of im-
partiality, reporting and commenting upon
facts without allowing our personal beleifs to
intervene,

It must be remembered that the station is in
the same position as overseas students hoping to
continue studies in New Zealand, we must apply
for permission to broadcast cach time we wish
to.

As the Railwaymen (N.U.R.) were attempt-
ing to conciliate their dispute, their normal
spokesmen were unable to give “official” com-
ment as to the feelings of the union members,
their claim, and the dispute in general. Even so
we carricd, in several bulletins of the day in
question, detailed “unofficial” statements from
N.U.R., the Ministers office, the Railway’s De-
partment, and one {which seemed to be the only
one Mr. Murray heard) from Mrs. Smith, a co-
proprioter of a Picton based air travel firm.

At the time David Muﬁay “listened in™
Radio Active was broadcasting the comments

that Mrs. Smith and others in Picton had given
us in voice interviews.

I'personally {as a commuter who travels over
80 km cach way daily by rail) can only give un-
qualified support to any Union who, as the
Railwaymen, act so strongly in the Public inter-
cst,

The N.U.R. have, as yet, to be fairly reported
by any organisation, your publcation included.
For they staged a strike over a matter basically
unrelated to their direct day to day work condi-

tions, but more as a last ditch effort to gain the
attention of an unresponsive government.

A Government which had obviously directed

the Railways Department to keep quict and not
even talk to the Union.

The Union was attempting to stop the Gov-
emment from establishing a principle that would
eventually allow it to control the travel patterns
of commuters and other workers. A principle
based on no more than prehistoric economic
misconceptions, like all too much of present
govermnment and executive (the elite cabinet
ministers) actions. '

As with James Movick, it appears that the

- |issue may be lost in order to establish the prin-

ciple. |

The N.U.R. is Now fighting the more general
case, to gain the so called “privilege™ to be al-

}lowed to contribute to and help determine the

conditions and pay of its’ members, something
that has, through the general softeningup of
N.Z.crs, fallen into oblivion, but which took
literally decades for past organised labour groups
to acheive. |

Having stated my personal beliefs on the
matter, perhaps your readers will now compre-
hend a bit better, how much and why the Radio
Active workers have to keep their feclings and
beliefs behind them in order to find our own
sense of judgement and bhlance, in an effort to
avoid the ever present possibility of direct
censorship, |

Just keep on Listening,
Paul Norman.

Dear S,

Having opened the excellent service given to
us in the form of Salient, I came a letter
written by a seif-proclaimed radio critic; D Mur-
ray Esq. During the course of the letter Mr,
Murray complained at the way in which our po-
litical correspondent, Paul Norman handleda
story on the Cook Strait rail ferry stoppage. As
Mr. Murray ought to have known, all bulletins
are handed to the News Editor for approval be-
fore publication.

I considered the story, which was obtained
from a Picton resident , to be a fair and object-
ive statement of the desparate situation facing
stranded passengers. I therefore approved its
publication. The story did not pretend to be a
full account of the strike, and the railwaymen’s
side of the story was handled at another time.

Had Mr. Murray been as concerned as he
makes out in the letter, he could always have
rung the studio (738 566/89) or the temporary
newsroom (738 566/63)

We are making a principled and concerned
effort to bring important and objective news be-
forc our listening public. Makes David Murray
look pretty short-sighted in comparison. '

J Stephen Kos
News Editor, Radio

Bookshop Racket?

Dear Simon,

1 was wondering why it would be that some
of the downtown bookshops, i.c. Whitcoulls and
Unity do not seem to have heard of many of
the books (in some subjects, all the books) on
the current university booklists? Also, why is
it that our very own Victoria Book Centre is re-
puted to be publishing supplementary texts as
required reading, thereby misleading many stu-
dents and mis-directing many students’ monies
into VBC when the money doesn’t need to be
spent atall,

If someone could reassure me that there are
no rackets going on anywhere I'd be grateful.

Rire Scotney.

WONAAC Misrepresented?
Dear Editor, |

The first issue of Salient this year carried an
article by Lamoma Rogers entitled “Where is the
real Women’s Liberation Movement?” about the
recent Women's Liberation Congress at Piha,

In this article Lamorna devoted two para-
graphs to criticisms voiced by some women at
the Congress at the presence of members of the
Socialist Action League, Iam puzzled at the

interpretation Lamorna places on these criticisms.

For example, she says, *. . . there was another
decper reason for the attacks on SAL. This was
the lack of a coherent united political theory on
the Women'’s Liberation Movement, Were there
one, the influence of a group such as SAL would
have nowhere near the effect on the Women's
Liberation Movement which it does at present,
since the Women’s Liberation Movement would
have a real theoretical basis on which to fight
the SAL (rather than on the smaller issues basis

~on which they are fighting them now).”

To say that the attacks on the Socialist Action

League happened because other feminists lack a
“coherent unified political theory” is a misinter-
pretation of what happencd at the Congress
Criticism of the Socialist Action League came
from women who reject the Marxist analysis of
women's oppression and the need to mobilise
women in defence of their rights, not from wo-
mf.:ru who do not subscribe to any political theory
at all.

As part of the discussion leading up to the
Congress, three members of the Socailist Action
League — Helen Dee, Brigid Mulrennan and
Janet Roth — submitted a paper entitled “Social-
ism and Feminism”, This paper presented the

lined a strategy for the Women’s Liberation
Movement which would enable women to fight

back against the attacks on their rights launched

by the Muldoon government.

In the paragraph I quoted above, Lamoma
scems to suggest that she too is in political dis-
agreement with the socialist programme for wo-

men’s liberation. If she supports an alternative
to the Marxist analysis of women's oppression

programme.

Once she does this,itmﬁnbcpouiblktah;e

a fruitful discussion on this level through the
pages of Salient and elsewhere, |

Joan Shields

Dear Editor,

In her article ** Where is the real Women's
Liberation Movement?” in Salient (February 27)
al Abortion Action (WONAAC)by
saying, “Conflict in WONAAC had developed to
the extent that there was a deep split between
SAL (Socialist Action League) members and
non-SAL members which could not be bridged.

This picture of WONAAC as a hopelessly pol-
arased and divided organisation is simply not
true. WOnaac is a non-exclusionary feminist
organisation open to all women, regardless of
thier political viewpoints, who believe that abor-
tion is a woman'’s right to choose. '

There has alwitys been a debate and discus- |
sion among WONAAC activists about the best
way forward for the abortion campaign and the
reasons why we do certain things and not others,
This is the sign of a healthy and growing politi-
cal organisation, not an example of deep splits
and unbridgable divisions.

We arc united in our anger at all restrictions

on women’s abortion rights and in our determina-

tion to fight for the repeal of all abortion laws,

Before Lamorna makes statements like the
one quoted above, therefore, she should check
that her information is accurate. The best way
for her to do that would be to become involved

(

-in the Student Union Building

- ever, he is now only doing it twice a night. Does

(This letter was signed by 18 members of
WONAAC - Ed.)

Art and the Litterbugs

Dear Sir,

We feel it is our duty to say what a shitty
show it is that that bunch of absolute loonies
who have the cheek to call themselves “mime
workshop'' can occupy both lounges on the
first floor for the majority of Thursday, 2/3/78
whilst us poor
hard-working students could be grateful if the
door could be pulled across and we could see at
least half of the room for which part of our
students association fees cover. All $37 of it.

Two Concemed
| Students.
P.S. Besides which, because of this inconveni-

ence we have to put our smokes out on a nice
clean floor. '

Dear Abbie

Dearest Simon,

Until recently my boyfriend and I used to
have sexual intercourse 3 times a night. How-

this mean he doemn’t love me anymore and could

"~ be secing another woman., I wait anxiously for
~ Marxist analysis of women's oppression and out- :

your reply.

Thanking - you
Manyann Carr—Greig

(It occurs to me that yau haye discovered
the NZUSA Sexuality book was laid out
at Salient. However [ must make it clear
we did not write the thing, although I will

- admit there is some di
she should say so, and explain how and why she me disagreement over who

was responsible. But one question: if
your boyfriend is only ‘‘doing it" twice a
night, how many times are you’? —Ed.)

Here We Go Again

Dear Sir,

As an erudire third year students, I would
like to express my hopes and wishes for your
wonderful journal in 1978.

In past years Salient has been little more than
a student joke, with numerous requests that it be
printed on a softer texture paper.

Undoubtedly, the highlight of the past two
years’ Salient, have been the wit and humour in
the letters from such illustrious organisations
such as the Thorndon Anarchy League's Cyril
Bumtrinket and Neville. H. Toad, and others.

Spe‘nking on behalf of many students, may I
take this opportunity to say that I hope these
wonderful letters are continued to be published,
and the lively debate that arises will flourish.

Lastly, may I wish you and your editoriﬁ
staff, the best of luck in the comming year.

yours
with undying love and affection,

L Dentity-Crisis
(alias) N.H. Toad

The Last Word

Dear Sir,

Without wishing to resurrect the arguments
‘which waged last year, | must object to your
footnote in the February 27 issue on the subject
of “Catholic atrocities”,

. As it reads it implies that atrocities were
committed by Catholics, wheras no argument on -
cither side in last year's issue proved or disproved
this conclusively,

1 suggest therefore, that your footnote be
amended to read “alleged Catholic atrocities,”

Your faithfuily,
Brian Williams

(The point is taken, the beast is dead - Ed.)
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Monday 6th

122 pm. Debating Club 1st Debate

topic: “That New Zealand Needs the S.1.S."
Memorial Theatre.

~ The Victoria University Debating club
has remained one of the top debating
groups in the country over recent years.
Current holders of the Joynt scroll (the
premier University debating trophy) their
top team successfully demolished some of
the world’s best last year, including an
American University team.

Come and see the metaphoricil boot
go in! :

12—2 pm. Forum: Hear James Movick
speak. Union Hall.

James Movick is currently International
Vice President of NZUSA. He was elected
last year by an overwhelming majority of
delegates from every campus in New Zea-
land. James, perhaps more than any other
student leader, can claim the full support
of the people he represents.

Yet the gmemmént wants him out of
the country. James' activities on behalf of
overseas and New Zealand students have

not gone unnoticed by the National Gov-
ernment, nor by governments overseas

wanting to tamper with the rights of the
students from their countries.

Find out why the government wants
James Movick out, why they have resorted
to a blatant hatchet job on a person dem-
ocratically elected to do a job that he can
do best. Find out how to fight this gross
intrusion on James' and our rights.

7 pm. Young Socislist get together
Lounge and Smoking Room.

The Young Socialists are a student Pol-
itical group working on campus. This is
their first major get together of the year.
All welcome to come along.

8 pm. New Zealand Marijuana Party
Establishment(?) meeting. Activities
Room (Next to TV room)

Top floor Union building

* All Hail to the Chief! The wanted weed
returns to the campus in the form of New
Zealand Marijuana Pary national .
Coordinator Grant Bedford (star of Nam-
bassa). '

The object of the mceting is to estab -
lish a group to help organise the first nat-
ional conference on Dope. Also the NZMP
needs to establish a cell (who said that?!})
on campus. All welcome; Narcs a plate

please.

Tuesday 7th 10--12 noon Young Socialists
Discussion TV Room (top floor)

12—2 pm. Labour Party forum: “Bob
Tizard on The Economy.” Union Hall

Bob Tizard, Labour’s spokesman on the
Economy and prime antagonist, leads the
“year of the blunt Labour Knife” off with
his comments on the state of the Economy.
His previous appearances on campus have
been quite volatile affairs, so bring up your
lunch,

2 pm. Rembuden Martial Arts Club
Demonstration . With Higaonna Morio
(Japan) Union Hall.

Have you ever felt like kicking the s. . .t
out of your Grandmother? Well the Rem-
buden Martial Arts demo will give you a
few pointers, BUT an essential part of
their training is to train away the tempta-
tion to do anything so futile,

Present at the Demonstration will be
Higaonna Morio, one of the world’s great-
est experts of martial arts and the undis-
puted expert of the new “close in" style
of Okinawan Gojuryu. Bruce Lee eat
your heart out!

1—2: Trancendental Meditation
TV Room

7.00 pm. Environmental Club Wine and
Whatsit. Lounge and Smoking Room

The Environmental club acts as the
focus point for environmental activism on
campus, having contacts with groups such
as NFAC, ECO and others, Come up to
the concert afterwards.

8.30 pm. Flyers Farewell Concert

Wednesday 8th March
12 noon March for Safe Legal Abortion

Assemble Hunter lawn at about 12 noon.
From varsity the march will go down to
Pigeon Park, where we will join the main
rally. The rally will feature speakers and
some periphery activity such as “Larf”.

8 pm.: The *“Almost New Fundraising
Social”, Middle floor, Union building
(see other notice)

March 8th Fundraising Social
Wednesday 8th March; 8 pm. till whenever
Middle floor, Student Union building

March 8th activities have been well ad-
vertised with the March at lunchtime and
the rally at Parliament all pretty hectic.

So for a bit of light hearted relief, March
8th committee presents The Almost New

Social, with music, grog, food,
and a few activities of a surprising nature:
guaranteed to please, |

The social will feature a small interlude
of song and mirth starring such well
knowns as Marg Leighton & Paul Metzgers
Jim Delahunty, **Larf” and Uncle Phil.

Proceeds of the social will go towards
helping to pay for the day’s activities. All

are welcome though SPUC supporters may
be requested to leave their ideas at home.

Thursday 9th

10—12 noon — Young Socialists Discus-
sion group. TV Room.

122 p.m. — The SAI Variety Show
Memorial Theatre.

Students Against Imperialism presents

Union Hall

vocals.

Cabaret style band.

icians.,

Country Flyers Farewell Concert
Tuesday 7th March, 8.30 pm.

Country Flyers have been at the pin-
nacle of Country Rock music in New Zea-
land for years now. Their style has evolved
and endured through changes in lineup —
mostly due to the influence of Midge Mars-
den, guitarist and lead vocalist for the
group, The Flyers completed a long stint
at the Royal Tiger last year. They have
since been working with Red Mole Theatre,
and have added Beaver to complement the

Now for the bad news: At the end of
the Current Red Mole tour, Country Flyers
will be breaking up. Midge will stay in
Wellington (hopefully to form a new band)
while Beaver and some of the other group
members will go to Auckland to set up a

The good news? Sad as we all are at
the Flyers’ demise, Orientation *78 pre-
sents (with a lot of help from their friends)
the Country Flyers Farewell Concert, a
complete jam session featuring past and
present members of the Flyers, Beaver and
several other top New Zealand Rock mus-

I'NE GOT THE FIRST DANCE
AT THE BASKETBALL DANCE
ROAN NIGHT./

[ AND 1 WAS ATTRACTINE . SO T WAS WELL IKED
BN e s RS AT IS MOBE N SORTANT
REALIZED LATER.: AS WELL LIKED BY THE

NEY. ETHEL, DON'T FORGET

DON'T
FORGET
THE PICNIC SUN-

a potpouri of activities to eat your lunch
by. The show will feature films on East
Timor and the Canwar film on the visit
of the USS Truxton; Drama presentations
by a well known street theatre group (who
shall remain nameless less they appear in
the Orientation programme too often),
folk songs of New Zealand by well known
New Zealand singers; and a special perfor-
mance by overseas students. Admission
is free.

1.00 pm. — Debating Society meets
Boardroom (down the corridor opposite
us.!ientn)

8—10 pm. — Visual Arts Club ASM
Restaurant

8 till Whenever — Labour Party Club

“Wine & Stein”’. Lounge & Smoking room.

Piss up and Politic with the perpetual
opposition.

Friday 10th

12—-2 pm. — Forum on NZUSA —"The
Faceaches and the Nameless".

NZUSA — Who are they, what are thev
and why were they tampering with my
grandmother last night. Find out all about
the perverts who brought you the "“Sex-
uality” Booklet,

1.10 pm. Music Dept Concert
Memorial Theatre

The concert promises to be onc of the
best Wellington has seen in a long, long
time and should Not be missed.

Students $2.00
Public $3.00

A concert of classical and not so
classical music by the staff and students
of the Music Dept.

5.30 pm. Christian Union — Lounge and
Smoking Room

9 pm. — 1 am. Fiji Club Hop
Cafe (bottom floor)

Always a good one! The Fiji Club
once again features a never-a-bad-one-hop.
(more details later)

INTERNATIONAL EVENING

The International Evening, which will
be held this Saturday, in the Union Hall at
7.00, is 2 welcome by the Students Associa-
tion for overseas students. Items on the
Agenda include a welcome from the Te
Reo Maori Club, the popular Cameleon
Players from Indonesia, songs and a sketch
from the Malaysian students and dances
from Fiji. The programme will be com-
pered by a representative from the Nat-
ional Overseas Student Action Committee.
A light supper and drinks will be served.
All students both overseas and loca) are
very welcome.

Remember the International Evening
on Saturday, 11th March at 7.00 in the
Union Hall, Student Union Building.
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