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Editorial



A Rhodesia in the South Pacific




[image: Four horse and carriages]


New Zealand is probably the most racist country in the world.


South Africa with its institutionalized and legalised racism, and Rhodesia where Ian Smith has repeatedly stated that there will be no Black majority rule in his life-time by comparison come off much better - they have been openly and honestly racist. New Zealanders on the other hand still attempt to perpetuate the lie that this is the perfect multi-racial society, hence the frequent reference to an idyllic God's own.


In recent months this facade has worn thin: more and more people are now openly expressing their racist views. One merely has to listen to the talk-back shows to hear the views of the 'ordinary bloke' about Maoris, about Islanders, about Black Africa, etc.


Unfortunately this is not restricted to the ordinary bloke. A candidate in the general election advocated for NZ a policy of separate devlopment, South Africa's euphemism for apartheid. He is now an MP.


Recently we heard the Minister of Immigration say during a TV interview that the White Rhodesian racists are "our cousins". There is a strong bond of racist solidarity between a section of New Zealanders and the White Racists in Southern Africa. That is why so many New Zealanders recognise the injustice and inhumanity of the apartheid system yet identify with white racism in Southern Africa.


On the other hand white racists who fled the Pakistani peril in Britain and the natural disaster of Black rule in Africa have found in New Zealand a natural habitat in which they have blended most favourably, so much so that a White Rhodesian expatriate could say to his wife (who after having served all the pakehas first before serving a Maori woman) "See that you don't give these Natives credit".


The students at Victoria University do not fare much better: evidence of that is the graffiti on the walls of the men's loo's, or the slogans on the desks in the lecture rooms. In Hunter 319 for example, on one desk a carved slogan reads: "Open Immigration for Pacific Islanders to 
South Africa."


Coupled with the racism is the intolerance shown towards others with opposing views or who are campaigning against racism. Hence 
Hart. Care, Acord etc, are "communists" or "stirrers". One suspects that the reason why such organisations have attracted such antagonism and hostility is because they have caused more people to examine our New Zealand backyard and what they have seen is not very good.




Henry Isaacs,

South African Students' Organisation.





Next Thursday is Hat Day and all Mad Hatters are Required to wear a hat on the 27th - Support Student Apathy.
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Do not read this Important Notice.


If you own a motorbike you will not be interested in preventing it getting ripped off. Therefore, two guest speakers, from the Police force and an Insurance company will be of no interest to 
You.


Remember to support apathy and do not turn up to the VUW Motorcycle Club meeting in the Smoking Room, Union Building at 8.00pm Tuesday.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Students' Newspaper. Volume 39, Issue 10. 24 May 1976

SRC




SRC


There will be a meeting of the Student Representative Council in the Union Hall at 12 noon on Wednesday 26th May.


So it's all happening on Wednesday. All students are requested to bring this issue of Salient (for the NZUSA and Arts Council debates) and the article in Salient 8 entitled SRC Improvements (page 8)
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Mid-Year Examinations


It is drawn to the attention of students that the University endeavours to provide special examination facilities for those with physical disabilities and for others in exceptional circumstances during the mid-year degree examinations. Students who wish to make use of such facilities should contact either the Examinations Officer in the Robert Stout Building, or one of the Student Welfare Service staff members.


Students are advised to read the aegrotat regulations in the University Calendar. If in doubt about whether to submit an aegrotat application, enquiries should be directed to the Liaison Officer or staff members mentioned above



Salient is edited by John Ryall and his merry band of workers, is published by the Victoria University Students' Association and is printed by Wanganui Newspapers, Drews Lane, Wanganui.
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Capping Raft Race - Results


Those of you who took part in the raft race over capping will no doubt be aware of the various organization difficulties which Mr McAleer experienced. Some entrants did not have there rafts picked up. Some weren't at thome when the truck called.


The main problem was, however, that two races were run. How the first race was started has yet to be established. What is established is that it was not started by any of the official organisers. As a result, the first race was declared defunct by the Raft Committee, the second race being the official one.


The Capping Committee after a lengthy discussion with Mr McAleer has decided on the following allocation of prices.


The winners of the first race will receive five doz beer.


Ian Budge and co. (5 doz)


The second place getters of the first race will receive three doz.


Roger Langbourn and co. (3 doz).


The winners of the second race will receive ten doz.


Geoff Sharp and co. (10 doz).


The second place getters of the second race will receive five doz.


Lester Oakes and co. (5 doz).


The prize for the first woman's team home will receive two doz.


Mary Morrison and co. (2doz).


The entry prize of one doz will be given to each entrant who gave their name to Mr McAleer down on the beach before the official race. These being:-


Evan Bailey Gerald van Boheman, Peter Rowland, Alan McLean, Roger Hayes, Sally Foster, John Manning, Martin Eadie, Mark Stevens, Ben Smith. George Lavaka (2zb) Tim Barton, Brian Wilson, Robert Ireland, Alistair McBeth, Guthrie Brock, Paul Brown, Graeme Cross, Lindsay Dud-field, Colin Swinburn, John Service, Rodney Corlett, Island Bay Marine Lab, Frank Healey, Greg Walker, Stephen Rawson, Trevor Glogau, John Mills, Alan Oeans, Paul Gillard, Neil Brown, Moriaty, Richard Caughly, Peter Alderton, Alan Southerland.


The capping committee regrets any inconvience caused by either the running of the raft race and the consequent prize allocation. The only alterations to the above list will be if anyone can adequately demonstrate that his or her team took place in either or the races. If such proof is forthcoming one doz will be given. The decision regarding the other prizes is final. All claimants may pick up their beer at the Studass office on production of their library card of any other adequate identification.




Peter Aagaard,

On behalf of the Capping Committee.
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Student Activists Diary of Coming Events


For those students (i.e. all of us) who are interested in matters a little bit beyond the University, we recently decided to organise a few meetings. The dates are tentative at the moment for many, but here's the ideas (all are at 12 noon in the Union Hall unless noted otherwise).






	Wed May 26

	International Club: Middle East Conflict - hear Sue Green speak. Coffee room 7.30pm





	Fri May 28

	
Hart Forum.





	Fri May 28

	
Hart Mobilisation - leaving Hunter lawn 6pm.





	Wed June 2

	What do we think of the National Government? Political Parties have their say.





	Thur June 3

	Owen Wilkes speaking on the Soviet military build up and what it means.





	Tues June 8

	What do we think of the National Government? Pressure groups have their say.





	Wed June 9

	Special General Meeting of VUWSA - National Union of Students - do we want it? What to do?





	Thur June 10

	Forum: Consumer Institute and its progress.





	Fri June 11

	International questions-what are the superpowers up to?





	Mon June 14

	The West land beech forests - protect the White Heron!





	Tues June 15

	Meeting to coordinate opposition to nuclear warships 5.30 Boardroom.





	Tues June 15

	East Timor: fight Indonesian imperialism!





	Wed June 16

	SRC meeting - what is Studass doing about all this activity. When will it stop?





	Wed June 16

	Picket outside Indonesia day celebrations to denounce oppression in East Timor. Wakefiled





	

	East Timor, Wakefield House, 7pm





	Thur June 17

	Forum on Women's Rights and ways to attack discrimination.





	Thur June 17

	Public meeting in Town Hall Concert Chamber to protect the White Herons and Okarito lagoon.





	Fri June 18

	
Hart Forum.





	Tues June 23

	Opening of Parliament - bit demo to oppose neo-fascism and support ..........................(fill in appropriate cause).





	Wed June 23

	(just in case you'd forgotten) start of mid year exams.





To plan all these lovely events (with the exception of exams!) there'll be planning meetings every so often. The next ones:





	Mon May 24

	International Affairs - Boardroom 11 am





	Tues May 25

	Education/Assessment - Boardroom 12 noon





	Thur May 27

	
Hart, Lounge 12 noon





	Thur May 27

	National, Boardroom 2pm
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Apartheid Week




Student Say
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On Sporting Contact: I oppose all sporting contact with South Africa.



On Hart: I do not belong to 
Hart but I support them and I will be going on the march.




[image: Photo of Victoria University student]



On Sporting Contact: I oppose sporting contact with South Africa but I do feel it to be somewhat ridiculous that all the effort is placed upon stopping the 1976 All Black tour when cricketers like Glenn Turner and John Morrison are allowed to go to South Africa with-out a word being uttered against them.



On Hart: For the reasons I outlined above I do not support 
Hart but I do support groups like 
Care.




[image: Photo of Victoria University student]



On Sporting Contact: I haven't given it much thought.



On Hart: I condone them.




[image: Photo of Victoria University student]



On Sporting Contact: I'm changing my views on the matter - suffice it to say that sportsmen who go to South Africa should be forced to report on what they saw when they come back, Chris Laidlaw did it. I oppose sporting contact with South Africa but I don't think this one will be stopped.



On Hart: I don't support 
Hart - it is a bit old fashioned and has lost most of its effect. I do support 
Oasttm.







Activities


This week is 
Apartheid Week, in which the Students' Association will reflect on the injustices suffered by the 20 million South African blacks and other oppressed sectors of South African society, and act to support them in their struggle for liberation.


Action on behalf of the oppressed in South Africa can take many forms but New Zealanders in 1976 have been presented with a unique opportunity to show on which side of the fence they stand.


This year is the year of the All Black rugby tour to South Africa - a tour which many New Zealanders find themselves unable to support because of the stand it takes (consciously or unconsciously) on behalf of the South African oppressors.


There are activities on throughout the week to inform people on the South African situation, all culminating in a demonstration from Hunter lawn at 6pm on Friday.






Bigots Scare Easy


We're a free-thinking university, let's give students an opportunity to hear both sides of the story. Well organise a debate centred around the Tour issue and invite 2 speakers for each side. A great crowd-puller. We've arranged the speakers for the 
Hart side, now what about the others?


Let's try Sandy King - outspoken pro-South African, pro-tour man best known for his mouth. No - he says he thinks its a dead issue.


The NZRFU - surely they'll defend their position in an open debate? But no-they're scared - "We'll get done," they tremble.


Of course - Ken Comber - the undersecretary for sport and recreation himself - he'll come and defend the Government's position like a good MP. Sounds unconvinced - his secretary says "he told me he won't come near it".


Robert Fenton - 
Ward itself - but he has disappointed us too.


Well - things are looking bad - lets try someone from the rugby side. Andy Leslie would be a good one - he's outspoken on this issue. Also his mate Bob Scott (the ex All Black). But no - Leslie tells us in no uncertain terms what we can do with our debate.


Well - lets lash out - pay out $50 and fly Col. Elderton up from Christchurch. Col. E - President of the Friends of South Africa and always ready with an opinion on the subject. But would you believe it - he too, is scared that he'll be rubbished.


Well I put it to you - what is wrong with the opposition to this movement that they won't accept this opportunity to freely expound their point of view? An open debate - the fairest possible means to gain support.


Sandy King, Ken Comber, NZRFU boys, Robert Fenton, Andy Leslie, Bob Scott, and Col. Elderton - are you scared???!


Are your arguments really so bad that you can't afford to let people hear them? We think your refusals speak for themselves.







Apartheid Week Programme






	Monday 24th

	Hyde Park 
Hart - come and air and share your views on the Tour question. Rankine Brown Quad 12 noon.





	Tuesday 25th

	Dance/Social evening. Drinks, music, and good company $1.00 admission. Please bring a plate (with food on it).





	Wednesday 26th

	Library and Cafe will be leaflet ted several times during the day. Come up to our office (top floor Union Bldg) and give us a hand.





	Thursday 27th

	Mock march (a trial run). Come to the lounge at midday and join in a march around campus to advertise Friday's Big March.





	Friday 28th

	
The Big Day. Activities all afternoon leading up to the march in the evening.





	

	12 noon: Forum - hear about South Africa from those who know - Union Hall.





	

	2pm - 3pm - Memorial Theatre.


2 screenings of Last Grave at Dimbaza - epic film which exposes Apartheid and all its horrifying implications.





	

	2pm - 6pm - Folk music, guerilla theatre, a South Africa display, banner paint-up and assorted pastimes. Come and spend some time with us. Union Hall.





	

	Cafe and SASRAC open until 6pm






6pm 
Rally, Hunter Lawn for the March Downtown.







Student Say
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On Sporting Contact: I don't oppose sporting contact with South Africa for two reasons, firstly because I don't think politics should become involved with sport, and secondly because whether it goes or not it won't change much anyway.



On Hart: I don't support 
Hart.




[image: Photo of Victoria University student]



On Sporting Contact: I think the NSRFU is being particularly irresponsible. What they are intending to do will label New Zealand racist and will result in world condemnation. There are humanitarian reasons against the tour - I think it is atrocious to play sport with a racially selected 'representative' team.



On Hart: I support 
Hart and all other anti-apartheid groups.




[image: Photo of Victoria University student]



On Sporting Contact: No Comment



On Hart: If 
Hart asked me to do something for them I would not, because for me the issue has no meaning. Any opinion I had on this matter would merely be second hand.




[image: Photo of Victoria University student]



On Sporting Contact: I oppose sporting contact with South Africa inasmuch as I oppose any group going to South Africa (like the All Blacks) saying that they represent the New Zealand people I don't oppose such things as the Petone rugby team going to South Africa.



On Hart: I support 
Hart
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On Sporting Contact: I oppose all sporting contact with South Africa.



On Hart: I do not belong to 
Hart but I support them and I will be going on the march.
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On Sporting Contact: I oppose sporting contact with South Africa but I do feel it to be somewhat ridiculous that all the effort is placed upon stopping the 1976 All Black tour when cricketers like Glenn Turner and John Morrison are allowed to go to South Africa with-out a word being uttered against them.



On Hart: For the reasons I outlined above I do not support 
Hart but I do support groups like 
Care.
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On Sporting Contact: I haven't given it much thought.



On Hart: I condone them.
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On Sporting Contact: I'm changing my views on the matter - suffice it to say that sportsmen who go to South Africa should be forced to report on what they saw when they come back, Chris Laidlaw did it. I oppose sporting contact with South Africa but I don't think this one will be stopped.



On Hart: I don't support 
Hart - it is a bit old fashioned and has lost most of its effect. I do support 
Oasttm.
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Activities


This week is 
Apartheid Week, in which the Students' Association will reflect on the injustices suffered by the 20 million South African blacks and other oppressed sectors of South African society, and act to support them in their struggle for liberation.


Action on behalf of the oppressed in South Africa can take many forms but New Zealanders in 1976 have been presented with a unique opportunity to show on which side of the fence they stand.


This year is the year of the All Black rugby tour to South Africa - a tour which many New Zealanders find themselves unable to support because of the stand it takes (consciously or unconsciously) on behalf of the South African oppressors.


There are activities on throughout the week to inform people on the South African situation, all culminating in a demonstration from Hunter lawn at 6pm on Friday.
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Bigots Scare Easy


We're a free-thinking university, let's give students an opportunity to hear both sides of the story. Well organise a debate centred around the Tour issue and invite 2 speakers for each side. A great crowd-puller. We've arranged the speakers for the 
Hart side, now what about the others?


Let's try Sandy King - outspoken pro-South African, pro-tour man best known for his mouth. No - he says he thinks its a dead issue.


The NZRFU - surely they'll defend their position in an open debate? But no-they're scared - "We'll get done," they tremble.


Of course - Ken Comber - the undersecretary for sport and recreation himself - he'll come and defend the Government's position like a good MP. Sounds unconvinced - his secretary says "he told me he won't come near it".


Robert Fenton - 
Ward itself - but he has disappointed us too.


Well - things are looking bad - lets try someone from the rugby side. Andy Leslie would be a good one - he's outspoken on this issue. Also his mate Bob Scott (the ex All Black). But no - Leslie tells us in no uncertain terms what we can do with our debate.


Well - lets lash out - pay out $50 and fly Col. Elderton up from Christchurch. Col. E - President of the Friends of South Africa and always ready with an opinion on the subject. But would you believe it - he too, is scared that he'll be rubbished.


Well I put it to you - what is wrong with the opposition to this movement that they won't accept this opportunity to freely expound their point of view? An open debate - the fairest possible means to gain support.


Sandy King, Ken Comber, NZRFU boys, Robert Fenton, Andy Leslie, Bob Scott, and Col. Elderton - are you scared???!


Are your arguments really so bad that you can't afford to let people hear them? We think your refusals speak for themselves.
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Apartheid Week Programme






	Monday 24th

	Hyde Park 
Hart - come and air and share your views on the Tour question. Rankine Brown Quad 12 noon.





	Tuesday 25th

	Dance/Social evening. Drinks, music, and good company $1.00 admission. Please bring a plate (with food on it).





	Wednesday 26th

	Library and Cafe will be leaflet ted several times during the day. Come up to our office (top floor Union Bldg) and give us a hand.





	Thursday 27th

	Mock march (a trial run). Come to the lounge at midday and join in a march around campus to advertise Friday's Big March.





	Friday 28th

	
The Big Day. Activities all afternoon leading up to the march in the evening.





	

	12 noon: Forum - hear about South Africa from those who know - Union Hall.





	

	2pm - 3pm - Memorial Theatre.


2 screenings of Last Grave at Dimbaza - epic film which exposes Apartheid and all its horrifying implications.





	

	2pm - 6pm - Folk music, guerilla theatre, a South Africa display, banner paint-up and assorted pastimes. Come and spend some time with us. Union Hall.





	

	Cafe and SASRAC open until 6pm






6pm 
Rally, Hunter Lawn for the March Downtown.
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On Sporting Contact: I don't oppose sporting contact with South Africa for two reasons, firstly because I don't think politics should become involved with sport, and secondly because whether it goes or not it won't change much anyway.



On Hart: I don't support 
Hart.
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On Sporting Contact: I think the NSRFU is being particularly irresponsible. What they are intending to do will label New Zealand racist and will result in world condemnation. There are humanitarian reasons against the tour - I think it is atrocious to play sport with a racially selected 'representative' team.



On Hart: I support 
Hart and all other anti-apartheid groups.
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On Sporting Contact: No Comment



On Hart: If 
Hart asked me to do something for them I would not, because for me the issue has no meaning. Any opinion I had on this matter would merely be second hand.
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On Sporting Contact: I oppose sporting contact with South Africa inasmuch as I oppose any group going to South Africa (like the All Blacks) saying that they represent the New Zealand people I don't oppose such things as the Petone rugby team going to South Africa.



On Hart: I support 
Hart
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General Impressions


Leap year is the year for marriages, so they say. That really has little to do with it, but the most important decision reached at NZUSA May Council (at Auckland 13-16 May) was the setting up of a National Union of Students, combining NZUSA, the student teachers association (STANZ) and tech students (NZTISA).


However, instead of a merger (which was suggested in previous years and resulted in much fruitless debate), May Council decided on a shotgun affair. The proposal is for NZUSA to change its name to National Union of Students, and open it books to any other students association who may wish to join.


But that's jumping the gun a little (not to make any reference to raft races). NZU SA holds two Councils each year (May and August) at which all constituents send delegates to debate policy, compare notes and decide on action. Victoria sent seven delegates:


Chief delegates:


	Gyles Beckford

	Anthony Ward




International:


	Leonie Morris




National:


	Kevin Swann




Education:


	Lindy Cassidy




Welfare / Accomodation


	Mark Sainsbury




Finance and Administration


	Steve Underwood




From the start, there was a strong feeling this was the best Council in a long time. National Officers (especially the President, John Blincoe and International VP Don Carson) were criticised severely over their reports to the Council. This showed clearly the willingness of constituents to question what NZUSA is doing, and of NZUSA to accept such criticism.


The constructive debate continued (well, not all the time) into the Commissions (which study special areas of concern) Especially impressive were the reports of the student directors on the Board of Student Travel Bureau Ltd, arguing the need for real student knowledge of what was going on.


Thus far, it sounds like an administrative jungle. What can NZUSA do for students? What policies is it actioning? Those are the most important questions (and it was good to see the widespread recognition of the divergence of administrative and political functions of student Delations)


The questions are discussed in the reports from each delegate. Two issues not discussed there, which have the most effect on students (with the Women's Rights and Education recommendations) concerned Arts Council, and the setting up of the NHS.


Students Arts Council, which is technically a subcommittee of NZUSA but has reps from most teachers colleges as well, is facing problems. From the massive losses it had two years ago (some $18,000 in total) it has concentrated on profitable (hopefully!) tours, and tended to ignore the other side of its work, namely to build up "culture" and interest in the arts on campuses. Alas, many small campuses felt they were missing out on Arts Council activities.


The proposed solution to this state of affairs is a full-time paid Chairman of the Arts Council. This office would give more encouragement to local groups and setting up regional cooperation. The proposal was defeated at a meeting of Arts Council one week before NZUSA Council, but there was general agreement at Auckland that the position should go ahead.



The issue is being discussed at the next SRC (this Wednesday).


The other major issue was the National Union of Students. This, surprisingly, had very little discussion, most people recognising the need both for it and for real political discussion as to its nature and I establishment. There are worries in the way it was proposed (no students teachers or tech institute reps were present to discuss it), and Victoria (as bound by policy) opposed the idea. That too is coming back for more discussion. From these points, and those raised by the other delegates, I feel this was a most constructive and valuable Council. Action priorities have been set, and questions such as bursaries, assessment, nuclear power, women's rights, welfare services, East Timor and Aboriginal rights will soon be debated on this campus. On the structural side, watch out for discussion on: raising the fee (presently $1.20 per student) to $2.00; a second Research officer, concentrating on Welfare and Accommodation; and the dreaded National Union of Students.




[image: NZUSA Vice Presidents: left David Tripe (General) and right Michael Shaskey (Education). Photos by Ross Ahernathy.]
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Overall, I think the Victoria delegation performed very well, cooperating and discussing issues as they arose. We have a reputation as one of the more democratic delegations, and more democratic in the way we action studass policy. Both of those reputations were, I think, enhanced by this Council.


May Council 1976 was, then, a most important Council, both in the way it operated and the strong guidelines it gave for action. As a national organisation though, NZUSA (and even more importantly for NUS) can only succeed through and with the support of the mass of its members. There were encouraging signs that this necessity is realised and student leaders are prepared to work on it.


NZUSA is our union. Its one of the most democratic and effective unions around (Muldoon in 1971 called it the second most effective pressure group in the country). With our interest and support we can surely make it even more democratic and effective. If you want to get involved, or to get something done, see Gyles or myself at the Studass office.


Anthony Ward,






Women's Rights


Only ten out of fifty-eight delegates to NZUSA May Council were women.


Discussion on the NZUSA Women's Rights Committee showed that nothing had been done this year to action NZUSAs policy on women's rights.


Fortunately there was a reaction to this pathetic state of affairs, several of the women at the conference met and later presented a submission to the National Commission on the present disquiting position of women in NZUSA.


Arising from this a motion was passed unnamously stating that "a women's commission he provided for August Council with at least one woman delegate from each campus and that a representative of NZUSA staff be invited to attend".




reports from the National delegate, Kevin Swann and the other chief delegate, Byles Beckford, will appear next week.



While the delegation from Vic wholeheartedly supported the spirit behind the motion, after thrashing out (almost literally) our position on the motion in caucus we unanimously agreed to oppose it at final plenary.


We felt that this motion established the lack of women involved in NZUSA as a fault inherent in the structure of NZUSA and thus the answer to this must be to change the structure of NZUSA.


It is not the fault of the structure of NZUSA that more women are not involved; it is simply a reflection of the attitude in society towards women. It is these attitudes that must be changed generating interest among women in every sphere of life and giving them the confidence to speak out on issues that concern them. Once this is done women will automatically become involved in NZUSA.


Furthermore, given the present stage of development of the women's rights movement we are afraid that a Women's Commission could become separatist in its approach. This is likely becuase the Commission would be composed entirely of women, who would identify with each other very strongly because of their shared position in an unfamiliar environment, and their common viewpoint on the position of women in society.


What is more the women would still be in an inferior position to men at the conference, who would have a greater knowledge of the workings of NZUSA, greater confidence in themselves, and would still be in a numerical majority.


Thus at the plenary and priority meetings (essentially male) the Women's Commission would come up against male opposition to their ideas. This could divide the commission into male/female with a good deal of hostility between the two groups.


This would only alienate male support and confuse the focus of the women's rights struggle which should be against an oppressive society not against men.


Despite Victoria's opposition the motion was passed at final plenary. Nobody knows what will happen next, who will organise the Commission so that something productive will come out of it. If you have any ideas please contact NZUSA ph. 856-669



Leonie Morris and Lindy Cassidy






Education


Student politics at a national level seem to suffer from the same bugbear that hits Exec members on campus (ie as soon as their members feel removed from the centre of information and activity then the National officers like Exec members lose all credibility and move along the same 'circular path to nowhere').


This is the central problem with which each Commission had to contend. And perhaps it would be fair to say that a confrontation to this problem was made in the Education Commission.


At long last it would appear that something is actually beginning to happen on the assessment front. A number of proposals were endorsed which are designed not only to encourage closet cooperation and coordination between NZUSA central office and its constituents (a major criticism in the past) but also between the various campuses.


These measures include the establishment of a National Education Action Committee, consisting of all constituent education officers. Its functions would be to coordinate campus activities: ensure continuous development of initiatives made by Councils in policy they set down; and generally to facilitate the sharing of information personally and informally.


Another important measure was that of the establishment of a resource centre with education resources the priority for organisation. This would mean that knowledge and resources could be gained easily and speedily.


Proposals were also made in regard to a National assessment week with tentative dates being from the 26th July to 30th. Activities centred round this week would include forums, guest speakers and general educative articles and posters.


Further policy developments were made in the areas of Maori and Polynesian education. Whether any action will occur on these policies in the immeidate future is highly de bateable, especially when considering the traditional record of neglect in these areas.


These measures included the urging of New Zealand Universities to establish minimum quotas for the admission of Polynesian students to all courses with restricted entry. Support was also given to the extension of Maori/Polynesian preference schemes and the encouragement of widespread advertising of existing schemes.


One of the key motions to come up was that of a recommendation for each campus to research the University cuts in finance. It was felt that this could he used as an excuse to severely restrict courses and enrolments. This is evidenced in a recent VUW arts faculty meeting where it was stressed that departments should be taking a critical look at superfluous courses and cutting back.


Bursaries were of course one of (Inmost importent priorities. It was felt that the present anomalies and inconsistencies in the Standard Teriary Bursary called for an immediate representation to Government and an immediate campaign.


We wil be asking for an immediate increase in the unabated rate of a STB for cost increases from the December quarter of 1975; for the payment of fees for PhD candidates and granting of a STB for all doctoral students not on a UGC Scholarship and the removal of the abatement.


This campaign would include massive publicity, intensive lobbying of Government back-benchers, mass meetings on campuses with national officers and a national demonstration being organised with the tentative date of 16th July.


The discrepancies between the policy formulation of NZUSA and the actioning of that policy are in some way to being resolved. However, without the support of every student these proposals will remain worthless scraps of paper.



Bearing this in mind there is an assessment meeting on Tuesday. 25 in the Boardroom, 12-2pm.


Lindy Cassidy.









International


Priorities set in the International Commission reflected New Zealand's recognition of her responsibility to and membership of the Pacific and Asia.


One of the main compaigns will be in support of the people of East Timor in their struggle for self-determination and independence from Indonesia. Also, NZUSA will continue to fight the government's cutbacks in the number of overseas students admitted into New Zealand universities.


A motion was passed condemning the US and USSR military, political and economic competition as being contrary to the independence and development of all other nations. Muldoon has drawn N.Z. into this competition, aligning us with the U.S., withdrawing N.Z. support for a nuclear free Pacific and allowing nuclear warships to dock here. Thus the other main priority will be opposing visits of nuclear military vessels in our ports and campaigning for a Nuclear Free Zone in the Pacific.


The only gripe I have about the International commission is that rather than making policy on the basis of conscience we listened to speakers on issues we were unfamiliar with and were then asked to vote.


Consequently, we could not be sure we were representing students, and listening to speakers who took up time that should have been spent debating policy and formulating campaigns on the basis of that policy.


One answer would be to have greater inter-campus and NZUSA contact throughout the year to change ideas and co-ordinate campaigns.


At present inter-campus contact is nil and Vic's relationship with NZUSA is such that often they are telling us what to do for a campaign that we had no part in organising.


Inevitably greater co-ordination would involve more 
Money and this won't be forthcoming until students are convinced that New Zealand's situation (and thus their own personal situation) is largely determined by international developments


Convincing students of this is what the international affairs committee is all about. - concentrating on different international issues that directly involve New Zealand.



If you want to help, come to the next international affairs committee meeting on Monday, 24th May, 12 noon in the Boardroom.


- 
Leonie Morris






Welfare and Accomodation


This sphere of NZUSA has been aptly described as the "poor sister". However two constructive directives came out of this commission.




	1.
	The creation of a Welfare Research officer to assist constituent associations in coordinating and 
Implimentating, Welfare policies and to take direct action in improving facilities. However, VUWS A could not vote on this motion as it contravened SRC policy at October last year. The matter however is sure to be raised again and I will enlarge on it at SRC on Wednesday.


	2.
	The other directive I found to be on the more constructive sphere was that in respect of accomodation. It has been recommended that constituent associations assist legal action against landlords who Violate tenancy rights, whereas is so often the case the Labour dept. will not bring prosecutions. These will have the twofold purpose of protecting students' rights and to force the Dept., in face of much concrete evidence to increase its activity. Also "Flatting" a legal guide to tenants rights is soon to be published.



I will elaborate at the SRC on Wed.


Mark Sainsbury






Finance and Administration


Finance and Administration is probably the most crucial commission of any council and thus it is essential that each rep understands how NZUSA works financially. As a result most of the first two sessions were taken up by the accountant, Peter McCloud, explaining the 1975/76 accounts and the 1976/7 budget.


We were informed that NZUSA had purchased a building located at 22 Courtenay Place and that renovations would shortly be completed and officers would be moving in sometime in June. STB Ltd will have an office with street frontage which should result in a greater level of business.


The Arts Council budget was amended as a result of the Board decision not to have a full-time chairman, and approved. There was considerable discussion over the future of Arts Council and the full-time position of chairman. It was felt that the Arts Council question must be resolved this year and as a result a report was called for that would evaluate the the present position of Arts Council, (b) what students wanted from an Arts Council and (c) the prospects of Arts Council becoming a promotions only organisation. It was quite obvious that Arts Council is under capitalised and that if more money does not come from constituents it may well fold up at the end of the year.


A motion to increase the 1976 levy to NZUSA from $ 1.20 to $ 1.25 per student was lost but Auckland gave notice of its intention to move for an increase to $2.00. A general consensus was that $1.65 was more acceptable.


A report was presented on NZUSA's business intermediary Student Services Ltd and it was decided to proceed with the formation of this company. The Holding company will be owned by NZUSA Inc and will own the shares in STB Ltd. The reason for setting up a holding company is to get greater flexibility in making decision to expand NZUSA's business activities.


At this stage F & A had used its alloted time and an extra meeting was called at 6.00am on Sunday morning. Unfortunately I had to catch the 7.00am plane and missed this session but one important decision made was to ask constituents to reject any advertising in students newspapers from Student Supplied Ltd until the word 'Student' is removed from the company's name. The reason being that should this company get into financial difficulties and collapse this could reflect badly on the credit rating of Student Associations and student business ventures. Student Supplied Ltd has no financial backing or investment from any student body.


Steve Underwood




The Prime Minister's Press Secretary recently attacked the news media (and television in particular) for too much "entertainment "and not enough information. Consequently, TV I has altered its programme schedule to be more informative:
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General Impressions


Leap year is the year for marriages, so they say. That really has little to do with it, but the most important decision reached at NZUSA May Council (at Auckland 13-16 May) was the setting up of a National Union of Students, combining NZUSA, the student teachers association (STANZ) and tech students (NZTISA).


However, instead of a merger (which was suggested in previous years and resulted in much fruitless debate), May Council decided on a shotgun affair. The proposal is for NZUSA to change its name to National Union of Students, and open it books to any other students association who may wish to join.


But that's jumping the gun a little (not to make any reference to raft races). NZU SA holds two Councils each year (May and August) at which all constituents send delegates to debate policy, compare notes and decide on action. Victoria sent seven delegates:


Chief delegates:


	Gyles Beckford

	Anthony Ward




International:


	Leonie Morris




National:


	Kevin Swann




Education:


	Lindy Cassidy




Welfare / Accomodation


	Mark Sainsbury




Finance and Administration


	Steve Underwood




From the start, there was a strong feeling this was the best Council in a long time. National Officers (especially the President, John Blincoe and International VP Don Carson) were criticised severely over their reports to the Council. This showed clearly the willingness of constituents to question what NZUSA is doing, and of NZUSA to accept such criticism.


The constructive debate continued (well, not all the time) into the Commissions (which study special areas of concern) Especially impressive were the reports of the student directors on the Board of Student Travel Bureau Ltd, arguing the need for real student knowledge of what was going on.


Thus far, it sounds like an administrative jungle. What can NZUSA do for students? What policies is it actioning? Those are the most important questions (and it was good to see the widespread recognition of the divergence of administrative and political functions of student Delations)


The questions are discussed in the reports from each delegate. Two issues not discussed there, which have the most effect on students (with the Women's Rights and Education recommendations) concerned Arts Council, and the setting up of the NHS.


Students Arts Council, which is technically a subcommittee of NZUSA but has reps from most teachers colleges as well, is facing problems. From the massive losses it had two years ago (some $18,000 in total) it has concentrated on profitable (hopefully!) tours, and tended to ignore the other side of its work, namely to build up "culture" and interest in the arts on campuses. Alas, many small campuses felt they were missing out on Arts Council activities.


The proposed solution to this state of affairs is a full-time paid Chairman of the Arts Council. This office would give more encouragement to local groups and setting up regional cooperation. The proposal was defeated at a meeting of Arts Council one week before NZUSA Council, but there was general agreement at Auckland that the position should go ahead.



The issue is being discussed at the next SRC (this Wednesday).


The other major issue was the National Union of Students. This, surprisingly, had very little discussion, most people recognising the need both for it and for real political discussion as to its nature and I establishment. There are worries in the way it was proposed (no students teachers or tech institute reps were present to discuss it), and Victoria (as bound by policy) opposed the idea. That too is coming back for more discussion. From these points, and those raised by the other delegates, I feel this was a most constructive and valuable Council. Action priorities have been set, and questions such as bursaries, assessment, nuclear power, women's rights, welfare services, East Timor and Aboriginal rights will soon be debated on this campus. On the structural side, watch out for discussion on: raising the fee (presently $1.20 per student) to $2.00; a second Research officer, concentrating on Welfare and Accommodation; and the dreaded National Union of Students.
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Overall, I think the Victoria delegation performed very well, cooperating and discussing issues as they arose. We have a reputation as one of the more democratic delegations, and more democratic in the way we action studass policy. Both of those reputations were, I think, enhanced by this Council.


May Council 1976 was, then, a most important Council, both in the way it operated and the strong guidelines it gave for action. As a national organisation though, NZUSA (and even more importantly for NUS) can only succeed through and with the support of the mass of its members. There were encouraging signs that this necessity is realised and student leaders are prepared to work on it.


NZUSA is our union. Its one of the most democratic and effective unions around (Muldoon in 1971 called it the second most effective pressure group in the country). With our interest and support we can surely make it even more democratic and effective. If you want to get involved, or to get something done, see Gyles or myself at the Studass office.


Anthony Ward,
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Women's Rights


Only ten out of fifty-eight delegates to NZUSA May Council were women.


Discussion on the NZUSA Women's Rights Committee showed that nothing had been done this year to action NZUSAs policy on women's rights.


Fortunately there was a reaction to this pathetic state of affairs, several of the women at the conference met and later presented a submission to the National Commission on the present disquiting position of women in NZUSA.


Arising from this a motion was passed unnamously stating that "a women's commission he provided for August Council with at least one woman delegate from each campus and that a representative of NZUSA staff be invited to attend".




reports from the National delegate, Kevin Swann and the other chief delegate, Byles Beckford, will appear next week.



While the delegation from Vic wholeheartedly supported the spirit behind the motion, after thrashing out (almost literally) our position on the motion in caucus we unanimously agreed to oppose it at final plenary.


We felt that this motion established the lack of women involved in NZUSA as a fault inherent in the structure of NZUSA and thus the answer to this must be to change the structure of NZUSA.


It is not the fault of the structure of NZUSA that more women are not involved; it is simply a reflection of the attitude in society towards women. It is these attitudes that must be changed generating interest among women in every sphere of life and giving them the confidence to speak out on issues that concern them. Once this is done women will automatically become involved in NZUSA.


Furthermore, given the present stage of development of the women's rights movement we are afraid that a Women's Commission could become separatist in its approach. This is likely becuase the Commission would be composed entirely of women, who would identify with each other very strongly because of their shared position in an unfamiliar environment, and their common viewpoint on the position of women in society.


What is more the women would still be in an inferior position to men at the conference, who would have a greater knowledge of the workings of NZUSA, greater confidence in themselves, and would still be in a numerical majority.


Thus at the plenary and priority meetings (essentially male) the Women's Commission would come up against male opposition to their ideas. This could divide the commission into male/female with a good deal of hostility between the two groups.


This would only alienate male support and confuse the focus of the women's rights struggle which should be against an oppressive society not against men.


Despite Victoria's opposition the motion was passed at final plenary. Nobody knows what will happen next, who will organise the Commission so that something productive will come out of it. If you have any ideas please contact NZUSA ph. 856-669



Leonie Morris and Lindy Cassidy










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Students' Newspaper. Volume 39, Issue 10. 24 May 1976

Education




Education


Student politics at a national level seem to suffer from the same bugbear that hits Exec members on campus (ie as soon as their members feel removed from the centre of information and activity then the National officers like Exec members lose all credibility and move along the same 'circular path to nowhere').


This is the central problem with which each Commission had to contend. And perhaps it would be fair to say that a confrontation to this problem was made in the Education Commission.


At long last it would appear that something is actually beginning to happen on the assessment front. A number of proposals were endorsed which are designed not only to encourage closet cooperation and coordination between NZUSA central office and its constituents (a major criticism in the past) but also between the various campuses.


These measures include the establishment of a National Education Action Committee, consisting of all constituent education officers. Its functions would be to coordinate campus activities: ensure continuous development of initiatives made by Councils in policy they set down; and generally to facilitate the sharing of information personally and informally.


Another important measure was that of the establishment of a resource centre with education resources the priority for organisation. This would mean that knowledge and resources could be gained easily and speedily.


Proposals were also made in regard to a National assessment week with tentative dates being from the 26th July to 30th. Activities centred round this week would include forums, guest speakers and general educative articles and posters.


Further policy developments were made in the areas of Maori and Polynesian education. Whether any action will occur on these policies in the immeidate future is highly de bateable, especially when considering the traditional record of neglect in these areas.


These measures included the urging of New Zealand Universities to establish minimum quotas for the admission of Polynesian students to all courses with restricted entry. Support was also given to the extension of Maori/Polynesian preference schemes and the encouragement of widespread advertising of existing schemes.


One of the key motions to come up was that of a recommendation for each campus to research the University cuts in finance. It was felt that this could he used as an excuse to severely restrict courses and enrolments. This is evidenced in a recent VUW arts faculty meeting where it was stressed that departments should be taking a critical look at superfluous courses and cutting back.


Bursaries were of course one of (Inmost importent priorities. It was felt that the present anomalies and inconsistencies in the Standard Teriary Bursary called for an immediate representation to Government and an immediate campaign.


We wil be asking for an immediate increase in the unabated rate of a STB for cost increases from the December quarter of 1975; for the payment of fees for PhD candidates and granting of a STB for all doctoral students not on a UGC Scholarship and the removal of the abatement.


This campaign would include massive publicity, intensive lobbying of Government back-benchers, mass meetings on campuses with national officers and a national demonstration being organised with the tentative date of 16th July.


The discrepancies between the policy formulation of NZUSA and the actioning of that policy are in some way to being resolved. However, without the support of every student these proposals will remain worthless scraps of paper.



Bearing this in mind there is an assessment meeting on Tuesday. 25 in the Boardroom, 12-2pm.


Lindy Cassidy.
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International


Priorities set in the International Commission reflected New Zealand's recognition of her responsibility to and membership of the Pacific and Asia.


One of the main compaigns will be in support of the people of East Timor in their struggle for self-determination and independence from Indonesia. Also, NZUSA will continue to fight the government's cutbacks in the number of overseas students admitted into New Zealand universities.


A motion was passed condemning the US and USSR military, political and economic competition as being contrary to the independence and development of all other nations. Muldoon has drawn N.Z. into this competition, aligning us with the U.S., withdrawing N.Z. support for a nuclear free Pacific and allowing nuclear warships to dock here. Thus the other main priority will be opposing visits of nuclear military vessels in our ports and campaigning for a Nuclear Free Zone in the Pacific.


The only gripe I have about the International commission is that rather than making policy on the basis of conscience we listened to speakers on issues we were unfamiliar with and were then asked to vote.


Consequently, we could not be sure we were representing students, and listening to speakers who took up time that should have been spent debating policy and formulating campaigns on the basis of that policy.


One answer would be to have greater inter-campus and NZUSA contact throughout the year to change ideas and co-ordinate campaigns.


At present inter-campus contact is nil and Vic's relationship with NZUSA is such that often they are telling us what to do for a campaign that we had no part in organising.


Inevitably greater co-ordination would involve more 
Money and this won't be forthcoming until students are convinced that New Zealand's situation (and thus their own personal situation) is largely determined by international developments


Convincing students of this is what the international affairs committee is all about. - concentrating on different international issues that directly involve New Zealand.



If you want to help, come to the next international affairs committee meeting on Monday, 24th May, 12 noon in the Boardroom.


- 
Leonie Morris
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Welfare and Accomodation


This sphere of NZUSA has been aptly described as the "poor sister". However two constructive directives came out of this commission.




	1.
	The creation of a Welfare Research officer to assist constituent associations in coordinating and 
Implimentating, Welfare policies and to take direct action in improving facilities. However, VUWS A could not vote on this motion as it contravened SRC policy at October last year. The matter however is sure to be raised again and I will enlarge on it at SRC on Wednesday.


	2.
	The other directive I found to be on the more constructive sphere was that in respect of accomodation. It has been recommended that constituent associations assist legal action against landlords who Violate tenancy rights, whereas is so often the case the Labour dept. will not bring prosecutions. These will have the twofold purpose of protecting students' rights and to force the Dept., in face of much concrete evidence to increase its activity. Also "Flatting" a legal guide to tenants rights is soon to be published.



I will elaborate at the SRC on Wed.


Mark Sainsbury
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Finance and Administration


Finance and Administration is probably the most crucial commission of any council and thus it is essential that each rep understands how NZUSA works financially. As a result most of the first two sessions were taken up by the accountant, Peter McCloud, explaining the 1975/76 accounts and the 1976/7 budget.


We were informed that NZUSA had purchased a building located at 22 Courtenay Place and that renovations would shortly be completed and officers would be moving in sometime in June. STB Ltd will have an office with street frontage which should result in a greater level of business.


The Arts Council budget was amended as a result of the Board decision not to have a full-time chairman, and approved. There was considerable discussion over the future of Arts Council and the full-time position of chairman. It was felt that the Arts Council question must be resolved this year and as a result a report was called for that would evaluate the the present position of Arts Council, (b) what students wanted from an Arts Council and (c) the prospects of Arts Council becoming a promotions only organisation. It was quite obvious that Arts Council is under capitalised and that if more money does not come from constituents it may well fold up at the end of the year.


A motion to increase the 1976 levy to NZUSA from $ 1.20 to $ 1.25 per student was lost but Auckland gave notice of its intention to move for an increase to $2.00. A general consensus was that $1.65 was more acceptable.


A report was presented on NZUSA's business intermediary Student Services Ltd and it was decided to proceed with the formation of this company. The Holding company will be owned by NZUSA Inc and will own the shares in STB Ltd. The reason for setting up a holding company is to get greater flexibility in making decision to expand NZUSA's business activities.


At this stage F & A had used its alloted time and an extra meeting was called at 6.00am on Sunday morning. Unfortunately I had to catch the 7.00am plane and missed this session but one important decision made was to ask constituents to reject any advertising in students newspapers from Student Supplied Ltd until the word 'Student' is removed from the company's name. The reason being that should this company get into financial difficulties and collapse this could reflect badly on the credit rating of Student Associations and student business ventures. Student Supplied Ltd has no financial backing or investment from any student body.


Steve Underwood




The Prime Minister's Press Secretary recently attacked the news media (and television in particular) for too much "entertainment "and not enough information. Consequently, TV I has altered its programme schedule to be more informative:
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Television One




5.30 
Black & White (limited budget)


The Lone Ranger


The epic adventures of the daring and resourceful masked rider roving the ranges trying to gather grass-roots opposition to the railroad being built by Student Travel Bureau Ltd. This week: the Lone Ranger finds it difficult to win support from a women's commune.






	Lone Ranger

	Gyles Beckford





	Railroad Boss

	David Cuthbert





	Women's Commune

	Pat Bartle


Leonie Morris


Lindy Cassidy










6.30 
Colour


News


The latest national and international news, including news on the formation of the National Union of Students.







7.0 
Colour


Close to N.U.S.


NZUSA has proposed marriage to STANZ (student teachers' association) and NZT ISA (tech institute students), but NZTISA is having some doubt about the arrangement. Student Services Limited (the holding company for NZUSA) is buying up the shopping mall, including the bakery.






	NZUSA

	John Blincoe





	STANZ

	Alex Purves





	NZTISA

	Greg Coyle


Student Services





	Merge

	Peter MacLeod










7.30 
Colour


Six Million Dollar Man


Further series about David Cuthbert, the indestructible head of Student Travel Bureau Ltd. building up his multi-million-dollar empire.



The building company: David Cuthbert starts investigating a building company to build a new ten storey block on the present inadequate downton site. However, the printing company is beginning to have problems and this takes up much time.







8.30 
Colour


Moynifranks


Series revolving around the professional and political life of Leo Moynifranks as he struggles for justice for clerical employees.




[image: Photo by Spencer Digby Studios]
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David Cuthbert, in real life the Managing Director of Student Travel Bureau Ltd, who appears as the Managing Director of Student Travel Bureau Ltd in the Lone Ranger at 5.30, Six Million Dollar Man at 7.30 and Moynifranks at 8.30





The Confrontation: The employees have presented their log of claims to NZUSA and feel that not enough progress is being made on them. At the same time, a request comes in for more research for cost of living increases to wages. Which struggle is the more important?






	Leo Moynifranks

	Peter Franks





	Employees

	Diane MacDonald


Christine Dewe


Carolyn Bowman





	Foreman

	John Blincoe





	Minister

	Les Gandar





	Employer

	David Cuthbert










9.30 
Colour


Tonight


The news and background to it. The Prime Minister's Press Secretary attacks the press for carrying material on NT'S as this is "purely entertainment". The Prime Minister attacks the leaders of NZUSA and threatens to deport them, Simon Walker interviews Tom Skinner on the problem the FoL laces through the NUS application to join. Brian Talboys blocks the sale of "Living with Sex" to Rhodesia.







10.0 
Colour


Six Days of Justice


Drama series presenting the day-to-day life of the magistrates court. Tonight the case-involves an attempt to blow up United States warships in Wellington Harbour by an anarchist (Kevin Swann). Are the two older activists (David Tripe and Don Carson) responsible for his actions when they tried to persuade him not to? Starring Lisa Sacksen as the magistrate.







11.0 
Colour


News and Weather


The news read by Michael Shaskey (NZUSA Education Vice-President). The Prime Minister denounces his Press Secretary. Les Gandar resigns over his appearance on a TV programme. Heavy fighting has broken out at Victoria University between left wingers supporting NUS and left wingers opposing NUS.
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The latest national and international news, including news on the formation of the National Union of Students.
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Close to N.U.S.


NZUSA has proposed marriage to STANZ (student teachers' association) and NZT ISA (tech institute students), but NZTISA is having some doubt about the arrangement. Student Services Limited (the holding company for NZUSA) is buying up the shopping mall, including the bakery.
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7.30 
Colour


Six Million Dollar Man


Further series about David Cuthbert, the indestructible head of Student Travel Bureau Ltd. building up his multi-million-dollar empire.



The building company: David Cuthbert starts investigating a building company to build a new ten storey block on the present inadequate downton site. However, the printing company is beginning to have problems and this takes up much time.
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8.30 
Colour


Moynifranks


Series revolving around the professional and political life of Leo Moynifranks as he struggles for justice for clerical employees.




[image: Photo by Spencer Digby Studios]
Photo by Spencer Digby Studios


David Cuthbert, in real life the Managing Director of Student Travel Bureau Ltd, who appears as the Managing Director of Student Travel Bureau Ltd in the Lone Ranger at 5.30, Six Million Dollar Man at 7.30 and Moynifranks at 8.30





The Confrontation: The employees have presented their log of claims to NZUSA and feel that not enough progress is being made on them. At the same time, a request comes in for more research for cost of living increases to wages. Which struggle is the more important?
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Tonight


The news and background to it. The Prime Minister's Press Secretary attacks the press for carrying material on NT'S as this is "purely entertainment". The Prime Minister attacks the leaders of NZUSA and threatens to deport them, Simon Walker interviews Tom Skinner on the problem the FoL laces through the NUS application to join. Brian Talboys blocks the sale of "Living with Sex" to Rhodesia.
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Six Days of Justice


Drama series presenting the day-to-day life of the magistrates court. Tonight the case-involves an attempt to blow up United States warships in Wellington Harbour by an anarchist (Kevin Swann). Are the two older activists (David Tripe and Don Carson) responsible for his actions when they tried to persuade him not to? Starring Lisa Sacksen as the magistrate.
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News and Weather


The news read by Michael Shaskey (NZUSA Education Vice-President). The Prime Minister denounces his Press Secretary. Les Gandar resigns over his appearance on a TV programme. Heavy fighting has broken out at Victoria University between left wingers supporting NUS and left wingers opposing NUS.
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Exec. Activities Reviewed



by Leigh Thomson





Monday's executive meeting revealed that pathetic security arrangements at the Memorial Theatre during the Capping Revue resulted in the loss of money and equipment totalling approximately $500.


Access to the changing rooms and other parts of the theatre during performances was ridiculously easy and it appears that suggestions regarding security made by executive members to the Revue organisers were unheeded or else forgotten.


The police were notified sometime after the incident and subsequently considered an investigation was was not worthwhile having regard to the fact that a large number of people had access to the money and equipment.


There is obviously a need for a full-scale investigation of security arrangements throughout the whole Union Building, especially in areas where sums of money and valuable equipment are kept.


Executive members tended to complain about the situation of unlocked doors yet did not take any substantial steps towards producing a more reliable system. There was simply a directive for Jim Collins to see that cleaners and caretakers are more careful in the future.


In the final analysis it is the executive's responsibility to protect students interests and it may be worthwhile to set up a committee to examine the present security system. This could be done with close liaison with the Union Building Supervisors.







Dwyer Needing Support


Cultural Affairs officer, Anne Dwyer was highly critical of the lack of support received by her at the Rock and Roll Reunion Concert at which violence broke out outside the concert venue.


She said she had always worked on a cooperative basis with the exec members. Apparently on this occasion no such co-operation was forthcoming. One executive member present refused to assist her in shifting some gear. So Anne was left in the position of having to call the police when strictly she had no right to do so. It requires a decision by two exec members before police are allowed into the Union building.




[image: Artwork of a smoking man wearing a toga with a laurel wreath standing on a shoulders without a head]


She made it clear that one exec member could not be in two places at once. The executive agreed to establish a roster system whereby at least two executive members be present at rock concerts.







McAleer's Balls-Up


Viee President Steve Underwood told the meeting that the raft race, another capping activity, cost the Association a fortune. (Approx $450.00). There were many matters to be cleared up with the race organiser Mr McAleer who was not present at the meeting.


The question facing the executive was how to have enthusiastic student participation without the risk of some degree of organisational chaos following.


They didn't accept any of the applications for Capping Controller but decided to appoint a Capping Commitee made up exclusively of exec members. No doubt this was done in the interests of students but if they wished to give students some real say why didn't they appoint one or two students to the Capping Committtee?


As it was, they allowed students to run some activities which would have improved their image by partially dissolving the suspicion of dictatorship.


Most of the activities went off well but the executive, whilst rightly encouraging students to be involved should assist them and have some form of supervision which is not too heavy-handed.


The implication from the raft race debacle is not only that Mr McAleer did not fully realise the complexity of the operation he undertook but that also the executive must take some responsibility for the costs.







Conclusions all Around


It was decided that the Capping Committee would decide ultimately who would receive what prizes. I omitted to include the fact that amongst other things, two raft races were run; one ran (presumably spontaneously) before Mr McAleer arrived to conduct the proceedings. Consequently there were more place getters than expected.


With the aftermath of the (apping activities almost mopped up, the meeting went into closed committee. Any student who wishes to witness the end of an exec meeting may finally do so when he or she is elected to an executive position.






Cath Soc: The Way Hugh Want It


This year's "Cleverly Contrived Plastic Interview" award is up for grabs. Beat this if if you can.






	Interviewee:

	Hugh Blank, Cathsoe President.





	Interviewer:

	Pat O'Connor, Cathsoc Vice-President.





P: An outstanding feature of last term's Cathsoe AGM was the election (as President) of the cretinous classicist-cum-controversialist, Hugh Blank. Such a move demands comment. And who better to give it than the man himself?


Hugh why would anyone want to be President of Cathsoe?


H: Why do men climb mountains?


P: I didn't ask you that Hugh


H: You wouldn't have got much from me if you had We don't plant flags on far-away peaks in Cathsoe. Trouble is, we ve got a big enough hill right on our own front door-step.


P: What kind of hill?


H: It's more of harrier really. People have a funny way of looking at us without seeing whats going on. What I'm trying to say is that Cathsoe has a name thats either bad or not worth bothering about, and its mainly because people haven't bothered to find out wha what we're really aiming at.


P: (whisper) Dont't alienate them. Hugh - this isn't an editorial.


Alan Whicker: But isn't there a sort of je ne sais quoi introversion about the power structure of the Cathsoc bureaucracy' - a de facto ecclesial ecclectic clique? - an indubitably indefinable...


P: What Alan's going to say, Hugh, is "can't you blame Cathsoe for some of the bad image?"


H: Sure. But things have been improving, particularly under John Kinder last year. We're trying to be more outgoing - and more outspoken too. Last year's Apartheid Conference was a big success. And even of the barn dance was a bit embarrassing financially, "a good time was had by all". We hope to organise something similar this year.


P: What else can you offer students at Victoria this year?


H: Well, they're a bit late for the annual camp, as it's only held once a year. And every Thursday evening we have Mass in Ramses House', followed by tea and maybe a guest speaker. This meeting acts as a centre for other activities, such as cell groups, prison visiting (!) and community work in general. We also made a submission to the recent Royal Commission. And when he's not throwing bread to helicopters, our Irish chaplain, Fr Owen is there to make sure we don't lose sight of our Christian ideal.


P: But can this Christian ideal ever expect great support in a secular place like a varsity?


H: This place is only as secular as Christians and others let it become. The Christian ideal has plenty to offer. We think Cathsoe has plenty to offer. "But don't take our world for it. Come and see for yourself ".


P: Thanks, Hugh.


H: Thanks, Pat.


Chrous: Thanks, Alan.
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Cultural Affairs officer, Anne Dwyer was highly critical of the lack of support received by her at the Rock and Roll Reunion Concert at which violence broke out outside the concert venue.


She said she had always worked on a cooperative basis with the exec members. Apparently on this occasion no such co-operation was forthcoming. One executive member present refused to assist her in shifting some gear. So Anne was left in the position of having to call the police when strictly she had no right to do so. It requires a decision by two exec members before police are allowed into the Union building.
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She made it clear that one exec member could not be in two places at once. The executive agreed to establish a roster system whereby at least two executive members be present at rock concerts.
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Viee President Steve Underwood told the meeting that the raft race, another capping activity, cost the Association a fortune. (Approx $450.00). There were many matters to be cleared up with the race organiser Mr McAleer who was not present at the meeting.


The question facing the executive was how to have enthusiastic student participation without the risk of some degree of organisational chaos following.
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The implication from the raft race debacle is not only that Mr McAleer did not fully realise the complexity of the operation he undertook but that also the executive must take some responsibility for the costs.
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Media Makes Money



by Frank Stiles


The business pages of New Zealand's City dailies provide a service to the countries businessmen by tolling them who is dead or promoted, or taken over, or declared bankrupt, or likely to become any of these things.


The pages also serve to boost the influence of a newspaper in business and commercial areas, while providing a drawcard for business sector advertising.


But in providing some description of the comings and goings of money, and it's effect on the people who manipulate it, the business pages provide another equally important service.


They provide the manipulators of the country's wealth and labour with cracker-barrell justifications for their work, and for the capitalist system as a whole.


When one considers that most businessmen have had neither the time nor the inclination to study the overall theories which back the system they profit by, it becomes clear that these little anecdotal apologies for capitalism provide an enormously important service to those who read it.


It allows them to come up with pat answers at cocktail parties, to their local grocer, and to people canvassing for political parties.


It provides the ideological base for their manipulation of money and others' labour.


In this section of our dailies, 'unbiased journalism is often thrown to the wind, and little pretence is made of any sort of objectivity.


Turning to the example opposite, we learn a little more of the methods employed within the business community to back up their own ideas and beliefs - so essential to the sane continuation of their work.


The Post's' 'Commercial Editor' begin's his apology for the growth of monopoly - which he mysteriously confuses with 'free enterprise' - with a guarded and low-key remmdet of a forth-coming propaganda campaign by the New Zealand Chambers of Commerce.




[image: Cartoon of a man in a suit eating a bag of money]


And, in the best tradition of New Zealand propaganda he criticises companies for trying to increase the sale of their shares by pretending they are more profitable, when they are not.


The basis of his criticism seems to be that people who won't be investing in the company may hear of these claims of huge profits, and turn them to their own ends, perhaps, although he doesn't say this - by using them in wage negotiations.


The Post's Commercial Editor, however, has the answer to this "a great public relations exercise is needed' which will presumably allow the companies to continue making the profits, and advertising them as such to potential investors, but convincing the workers and their Trade Unions that things aren't quite so rosy after all.


Having told industrialists how not to perpetuate the awful socialist myth that people go into business to make money, the Post's commercial editor launches into what can only be described as remarkable example of how statistics while true in themselves, can lie.


The Post says, basically that there is no 'bosses', but rather a large number of ordinary people - really quite a lot like you and me - behind the huge monopolies in New Zealand.


In a remarkable exercise which indicates either that the newspaper's commercial editor has an ideological axe to grind, or that he knows little or no arithmetic, he attempts to prove his patently false belief by inferring that power in 'Watties Industries" is controlled by the number of individual shareholders on a democratic basis of one share-holder - one vote.


That, at least would be the conclusion a person who knew nothing of the workings of public companies would infer.


In fact, of course, the power is divided up on the basis of one share - one vote, meaning that those with the large blocks of shares control the policy of the company and reap most of the profits.


Even if the 11, 041 share holders holding between one and 400 shares held the maximum of 400, their total shareholding would only come to 4,416,400 shares....compared with the minimum (on the Post's figures) of 4,080,102 shares held by what the Post describes as 'the big boys' - institutions like mutual insurance funds, pensions and superannuation funds and the like.


So by minimising the shareholding of the big investors, and maximising that of the small investors, we discover that the 102 big investors hold almost the same number of shares as the 11,041 small investors.




18 "Evening Post," Saturday, May 1, 1976.



In fact, if the true figures were known, it would be found that the big investors hold far more shares that the little investors, as many big investors will hold more than 40,000 shares, and most of the small investors will hold well under 400 shares.


The exact figures cannot be extracted from the Post's analysis, but it is clear that the Post has suceeded in misleading it's readers by analysing the numbers of shareholders, rather than the number of shares held by individual shareholders.


They have thereby succeeded in perpetuating the myth that monopolies are nothing more than the expressed will of thousands of ordinary New Zealanders and provided a classic example of the distorttions of truth in truth in the interests of the bosses.










Commercial Editor






Echoing our words just a fortnight ago . . . "now there's a public relations job, if ever there was one," it was interesting to hear this week that the New Zealand Chambers of Commerce had begun an all-out drive to get the free enterprise message across to all sectors of the community.



A campaign is on to raise funds and a comprehensive "education" programme is planned.


As we are all becoming increasingly aware, the profit motive is regarded by some in our, midst as immoral and in-decent. And to be fair, many businesses in the past have done little to correct this attitude.







Play Up


When times have boon good, the profits made by companies, particularly those listed on the Stock Exchange and depending on investor confidence for their survival, have tended to be played up.


These companies have endeavoured to make their performance seem as profitable as possible. They thought that nothing would inspire investor (that is to say shareholder) confidence as much as a substantial boost in net profit.


But in these inflationary times, the tact that a company's net profit has increased by x million dollars, compared with a similar period in time, is meaningles.


And to quote the increase as a percentage is just as use less.







Wide Gulf


It is not the amount of profit that is the important fact . . . but the profitability. There is an increasingly wide gulf between the two, with inflation on the one hand and the traditional method of accounting on the other.


One has to Lake into account the amount of shareholders' funds that were used to generate the earnings: and the effect of inflation which is currently running at somewhere higher than 15 percent. The cost of replacing plant and stocks, not to mention buildings, must also be taken into account.


This is one area where a great public relations exercise is needed.







The Rosses


And, perhaps even more important, there is a great need to explain the relationship between what has come to be known as "them or us" . . . the bosses and the workers.


But who are the bosses?


Trade union leaders, and others, talk about the bosses as if there was some faceless monster hidden away in some luxurious ivory tower, whose main aim was to grind down the employees.


Take one example, a company which has come under much unfavourable comment since announcing its profit result for the January 31 half year.


As we remarked a fortnight ago, this company announced a 43 percent profit increase for the half year just when the Monetary' and Economic Council was warning the country about the hard times that were in store.


Who then is this "Mr Wattie" that the Carp lady was referring to on TV this week?


"He" is 25,846 individual shareholders, including 12,470 men and 11,792 women, with the remainder being companies and estates.


Of these, 11,041, or just over 40 percent of the total shareholders, hold up to 400 shares each. At the current market price of around 96c for the Wattie shares this makes a maximum investment of $384.


There are another 10,943 who have a holding of between 401 and 2000 — maximum $1920. These make up another 40 percent plus.


Then there are 2113 shareholders who bold between 2001 and 4000 shares each — a maximum investment of $3840. "Bloated capitalists?"


Hardly.....


There are, admittedly, 1511 shareholders who hold sizeable parcels of between 4001 and 20,000 — and a parcel of 20,000 Watties at the current market value is worth about $19,200, And a further 135 who hold between 20,001 and 40,000 shares each, which could be worth up to $38, 400.


Then there are the 102 "big boys." mainly institutions such as the mutual insurance funds, pension and super annuation funds, and the like, with over 40,000, shares.


But over 80 percent of the total shareholders in Watties hold fewer than 2000 shares each.


That's who "them" is.


* * *
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Have You Tightened Your Belt Lately?



by Patrick Mulrennan


In New Zealand, as all over the world, working people and students are being made to pay for the economic crisis of capitalism. Our wages and bursaries bear the same relation to inflation as the tortoise does to the hare in the popular table - but this time it is the tortoise that has stopped. There have been substantial cuts in education spending, the Arts Council grant and hospital services.


We are being forced to carry the weight of the failure of an economic system that we do not control, while those who control it carry none of the burden. They tell us to tighten our belts - but it's an odds-on bet that the directors of Watties industries aren't tightening their belts - profits for the company from August 1975 to January 1976 rose 43.3 per Cent. And the executive director of the Employers Federation had the audacity to say the government had been '"extremely generous" in the paltry 7 per cent wage order/freeze!


But it doesn't stop there Hand in hand with the onslaught in the economic sphere, the government has launched an attack on women's rights and on the Maori and Pacific Island communities. Foreign policy has also taken a sharp turn to the right, embracing the United States war machine and re-establishing sporting contact with South Africa.


If that was where it ended, we could give up on ever getting some kind of justice People, however, do not take these attacks King down. Every reaction is accompanied by an equal and opposite action. Gay people, women, Maoris, Pacific Islanders, the teachers, the doctors, students and above all, the trade union movement have shown an increasing militancy, and a growing readiness to fight back with all their concerted strength.


And people are questioning not just the injustices in their own back yard, but the injustices they see all around them - the oppression which is the common denominator of all social groups except the ruling capitalist minority.


It is in this light that the Victoria University Young Socialists have organised a series of "Introduction to Socialism" classes, to be held at 76 Dixon Street, each Sunday at 2pm. Anyone can come along and discuss out their ideas about changing this society. Activists from Maori groups, the women's movement, the anti-apartheid movement and soon are particularly welcome - in fact everybody is - and there's no charge.


This is the programme (anybody who wants further information ring Patrick at 847-981 or Gillian at 759-557).






	
Sunday May 30 -

	

The Decisive Role of the Working Class.





	
June 6 -

	

The Student Movement as a Force for Change





	
June 13 -

	

The Revolutionary Struggle of Oppressed Nationalities.





	
June 20 -

	

Feminism and Socialism





	
June 27 -

	

Moscow and Peking: How Progressive are they?
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Many political heavies gathered for the first conference of The New Zealand Political Science Association held 14-16 May. The conference contained persons not only originating from the esteemed halls of university education, but many came from other sectors of New Zealand life, namely media people, minor political parties such as Socialist Action League and students.


The people's watch dog. Keith Ovenden, attended and there were also a strange breed of thinkers called the federalists who choose to ignore international and cultural differences and want to form a world government. Hell, we have enough trouble with a parliament ruling 3 million people - the last thing the world needs is a federal system headed by a pantheon of bourgeois technocrats.


As expected - many of the sessions were washed out by seismic waves of jargon provided by armchair intellectuals trying to justify their existence as valid scientists of politics - politics a science, how absurd!


However, if you were clever and lucky enough to sort the shit from the pudding - some very interesting questions were being asked. I shall consider some of these later on (a common phrase used by academics).







Godzone Under Scrutiny


One bloody good thing that I felt about the conference was the fact that some of our home grown political and social experts have considered New Zealand worthy of study. Whether it is because of overseas people in our Pols departments or maybe the fact that people feel that "I'm all right Jack", but it is perfectly obvious that very little decent work has come out of New Zealand's political economy and its development since colonisation.


One of the reasons for this new interest, I think, is the increasing failure of NZ capitalism since WWII. This is especially true over the last 5 years. What I am saying is that studies have been initiated because there are big problems that New Zealand faces as a society - problems that arise from within.







N.Z.'s Academic Marxists


Yes folks, the Marxists are crawling out of the woodwork and are playing a bigger part in the development of Social Science in New Zealand.


Truly excellent papers were delivered by Marxist political Scientists (sic) and Sociologists on the changing character of our society and the internal contradictions of our economic machinery which are beginning to become more and more manifest.


The conference was very much dominated by 'left of centre' (if I may use a trite description) academics - perhaps a response to the political-economic realities of the past 6 months. They were very vocal at seminars and quick to pounce on unsuspecting revisionists.


In contrast to many of the papers given at the conference, those with a Marxist bent seemed to be very thorough and convincing. On a three hour session on a class analysis of New Zealand, many big questions were posed - and there were optimistic signs that at last, there was a body of political-economic analysis beginning to be built up. This will be invaluable for future researchers.







High Points of the Conference


A bright new star on the political horizon is a guy called Bruce Jesson. Looking like something out of the Australian outback and talking like Fred Dagg, he proceeded to give a superb analysis of elite formation in New Zealand, talking about the big families in business - Williams, Kerridge, Plimmer. Blundell and Fletcher and many more besides.


Bruce is head of what he jokingly calls the Republican Movement, and from Pokeno in South Auckland he publishes a Marxist rag called 'The Republican" which concentrates on interesting political analysis and avoids generalised diarrhorea one finds in the Socialist Action or NZCP magazines. It's terrific reading and you can get 10 copies for a dollar by writing to Bruce c/- P.O. Box 8, Pokeno, South Auckland.


David Bedggood also delivered papers on class and alienation in New Zealand. He is one of those rarest of animals - a university academic who is committed to a revolution, and his work provides a consistent stream of theory combined with implications for praxis. He has just edited "Red Papers on NZ" which can be obtained upon payment of one dollar to himself c/o Sociology Dept, Auckland University.


Allan Levett gave a paper on his research into the growth of inequality and changes in the nature of work accompanying the growth of corporate capitalism. His work also gave those at the conference clear implications for praxis.


Another person of interest was Rob Steven, an ex patriat South African, now at Canterbury University. He too is a Marxist and raised many pertinent, if not a little obsure, points.


Among the other seminars, were two popular and successful sessions on Women and Politics - which proved illuminating and informative; and on Political Bias in the press - run by Keith Ovenden and which many media people attended (I hope they were listening). Ray Goldstein the conference coordinator is hoping to get an intensive 2-3 day seminar going on the latter topic







How Successful?


Everybody seemed to think it worthwhile Many people learnt much in a short space of time. The conference was not intended to have any unified direction, Ray Goldstein told me, and that may have been a good thing in retrospect. Number wise, it was tremendously successful.


I think perhaps that since the November election, certain sections of New Zealand society have become increasingly worried and interested in politics, which may explain the large numbers attending the conference.


Dr Kevin Clements said in closing one of the seminars, that in the 1930's many radical intellectuals appeared and started working on issues of the then social realities. It fell flat and petered out. This must not happen now, he said. The momentum of analysis of NZ political economy must be kept up.


Let's hope the biennial NZPSA conference can create a continual fund of political inspiration and strategy for the bourgeoisie to be able to face up to in the coming crisis of capitalism.



by David Murray











Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Students' Newspaper. Volume 39, Issue 10. 24 May 1976

[Introduction]




Many political heavies gathered for the first conference of The New Zealand Political Science Association held 14-16 May. The conference contained persons not only originating from the esteemed halls of university education, but many came from other sectors of New Zealand life, namely media people, minor political parties such as Socialist Action League and students.


The people's watch dog. Keith Ovenden, attended and there were also a strange breed of thinkers called the federalists who choose to ignore international and cultural differences and want to form a world government. Hell, we have enough trouble with a parliament ruling 3 million people - the last thing the world needs is a federal system headed by a pantheon of bourgeois technocrats.


As expected - many of the sessions were washed out by seismic waves of jargon provided by armchair intellectuals trying to justify their existence as valid scientists of politics - politics a science, how absurd!


However, if you were clever and lucky enough to sort the shit from the pudding - some very interesting questions were being asked. I shall consider some of these later on (a common phrase used by academics).










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Students' Newspaper. Volume 39, Issue 10. 24 May 1976

Godzone Under Scrutiny





Godzone Under Scrutiny


One bloody good thing that I felt about the conference was the fact that some of our home grown political and social experts have considered New Zealand worthy of study. Whether it is because of overseas people in our Pols departments or maybe the fact that people feel that "I'm all right Jack", but it is perfectly obvious that very little decent work has come out of New Zealand's political economy and its development since colonisation.


One of the reasons for this new interest, I think, is the increasing failure of NZ capitalism since WWII. This is especially true over the last 5 years. What I am saying is that studies have been initiated because there are big problems that New Zealand faces as a society - problems that arise from within.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Students' Newspaper. Volume 39, Issue 10. 24 May 1976

N.Z.'s Academic Marxists





N.Z.'s Academic Marxists


Yes folks, the Marxists are crawling out of the woodwork and are playing a bigger part in the development of Social Science in New Zealand.


Truly excellent papers were delivered by Marxist political Scientists (sic) and Sociologists on the changing character of our society and the internal contradictions of our economic machinery which are beginning to become more and more manifest.


The conference was very much dominated by 'left of centre' (if I may use a trite description) academics - perhaps a response to the political-economic realities of the past 6 months. They were very vocal at seminars and quick to pounce on unsuspecting revisionists.


In contrast to many of the papers given at the conference, those with a Marxist bent seemed to be very thorough and convincing. On a three hour session on a class analysis of New Zealand, many big questions were posed - and there were optimistic signs that at last, there was a body of political-economic analysis beginning to be built up. This will be invaluable for future researchers.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Students' Newspaper. Volume 39, Issue 10. 24 May 1976

High Points of the Conference





High Points of the Conference


A bright new star on the political horizon is a guy called Bruce Jesson. Looking like something out of the Australian outback and talking like Fred Dagg, he proceeded to give a superb analysis of elite formation in New Zealand, talking about the big families in business - Williams, Kerridge, Plimmer. Blundell and Fletcher and many more besides.


Bruce is head of what he jokingly calls the Republican Movement, and from Pokeno in South Auckland he publishes a Marxist rag called 'The Republican" which concentrates on interesting political analysis and avoids generalised diarrhorea one finds in the Socialist Action or NZCP magazines. It's terrific reading and you can get 10 copies for a dollar by writing to Bruce c/- P.O. Box 8, Pokeno, South Auckland.


David Bedggood also delivered papers on class and alienation in New Zealand. He is one of those rarest of animals - a university academic who is committed to a revolution, and his work provides a consistent stream of theory combined with implications for praxis. He has just edited "Red Papers on NZ" which can be obtained upon payment of one dollar to himself c/o Sociology Dept, Auckland University.


Allan Levett gave a paper on his research into the growth of inequality and changes in the nature of work accompanying the growth of corporate capitalism. His work also gave those at the conference clear implications for praxis.


Another person of interest was Rob Steven, an ex patriat South African, now at Canterbury University. He too is a Marxist and raised many pertinent, if not a little obsure, points.


Among the other seminars, were two popular and successful sessions on Women and Politics - which proved illuminating and informative; and on Political Bias in the press - run by Keith Ovenden and which many media people attended (I hope they were listening). Ray Goldstein the conference coordinator is hoping to get an intensive 2-3 day seminar going on the latter topic










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Students' Newspaper. Volume 39, Issue 10. 24 May 1976

How Successful?





How Successful?


Everybody seemed to think it worthwhile Many people learnt much in a short space of time. The conference was not intended to have any unified direction, Ray Goldstein told me, and that may have been a good thing in retrospect. Number wise, it was tremendously successful.


I think perhaps that since the November election, certain sections of New Zealand society have become increasingly worried and interested in politics, which may explain the large numbers attending the conference.


Dr Kevin Clements said in closing one of the seminars, that in the 1930's many radical intellectuals appeared and started working on issues of the then social realities. It fell flat and petered out. This must not happen now, he said. The momentum of analysis of NZ political economy must be kept up.


Let's hope the biennial NZPSA conference can create a continual fund of political inspiration and strategy for the bourgeoisie to be able to face up to in the coming crisis of capitalism.



by David Murray










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Students' Newspaper. Volume 39, Issue 10. 24 May 1976

Newsheet




Newsheet




[image: NEWSHEET TUESDAY MAY 25 12 noon Don't miss Drama Soc's exciting Panto Review - "A Damsel in Dis-dress" only 30 cents - what a bargain! Memorial Theatre. 12-2pm Women's Choice Club. Meeting to discuss campaign activities for June 23rd Rally. TV Room 12-2pm Assessment Committee. Board Room. Everyone welcome. 5-7pm Scottish Country Dancing. Everybody welcome. Try something new, join in. Union Hall. WEDNESDAY MAY 26 12 noon "The Best 30c bargain of the year" - so said one spunky little Kelburn House-husband. Don't miss this one! Drama Soc's Panto - "A Damsel in Dis-dress" Memorial Theatre 12noon Student Representative Council meeting. Union Hall. Discuss NZUSA, Students Arts Council, 1.15pm Readings from the Bible and the Christian Science Textbook "Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures" by Mary Baker Eddy and comments and discussion Christian Science. TV Room 7.00pm Club Night - Everyone welcome. St. George Billiard Parlour. 7.30pm "The Middle East Conflict" a seminar. Hear Sue Green speak about this current controversy for the International Club. 7.30pm Labour Club - Capital Plan meeting to prepare a Club report. For submission to Wellington City Council. All members welcome. Lounge. THURSDAY MAY 27 1 2 noon Have a lunchtime of non-stop laughter - it'll only cost you 30c and an hour in the theatre. Be in to see drama Soc's lunchtime Panto "A damsel in Dis-dress" Memorial Theatre. 12-2pm Women's Choice Club - General meeting to discuss objectives and activities leading up to rally at Parliament on June 23. TV Room. FRIDAY MAY 28 12.30 2.pm Debate: "That there is no work fit to do". 8.pm Scottish Country Dancing Social. Everyone please bring a plate Charge: 20c each. All welcome to join in. Union Hall.]
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Lindsay Wright, a former research officer with the New Zealand Students' Association and the Association of University Teachers, visited South Africa in 1970 as a guest of the National Union of South African Students.



Generally sypathetic to white South Africa before he visited the country, he returned to help build the National Anti-Aparheid Committee. Now Information Officer for Victoria University, he was on the national Steering Committee for the Education Development Conference and a member of the Working Party set up to co-ordinate International Women's Year in New Zealand.



He gives his views on apartheid, and a few impressions of South Africa, in an an article prepared for student newspapers.




South Africa, according to the recently departed Consul-General, Peter Philip, is a multi-national country - a collection of different peoples, with different cultures.



It is, he said many times, a country that is trying, with all the resources it can muster, to bring its majority black population up to a civilized level.



"The secret to the whole thing is that South Africa is a multi-national complex and not a multi-racial one."







Let Blacks Govern Blacks


"I do not have any aversion to black government, not when they govern blacks. But I wouldn't like to be governed, and it isn't because they're black, it's because they're different, it's because they are alien."


"We tell them that in Zululand you will be Zulus governed by Zulus, in the Transkei you will be Zhosas governed by Zhosa..... In the white areas it is white territory governed by whites." (NZ Listener, March 22, 1971).


Black South Africans are aliens, then, in "white" South Africa - they are citizens, under the Bantu Homelands Citizen Act, of one of the eight Bantu National Units.


And though more than half of South Africa's blacks live in "white" South Africa, they have no option but to accept this "homeland" citizenship.


Laws devised, decided, promulgated and enforced by whites determine that blacks are not citizens of a greater South Africa - they are South Africans with citizenship rights only in the "homelands" to which they have been allocated, even if they have never seen their personal "homeland".


And in "white" South Africa, they are immigrants. "Our pass laws", said Mr Philip, "are your immigration laws....We have eight million Africans in the white area and only four million whites. Until we can get that eight million down to proportions which can be handled in terms of community relations, we can never solve our problems." I NZ Listener, March 22, 1971).


Mr Philip is, of course, a friendly liberal. He never propounded any theories of white superiority - at least not in the sense of actually claiming that blacks are congenitally inferior. They are, he said, different - as Frenchmen differ from Italians, or Germans from British.


The big difference is, of course, that the French do not decide the fate of the Italians. White South Africans, and they alone, have claimed and, in fact, exercise the right to determine the long-term future of blacks.


South Africa, Mr Philip frequently said, is making slow but steady progress. We are solving, he claimed, our own problems in our own way.


So there may be a few differences between the South Africa I visited five years ago and that existing today Some park benches, until recently strictly segregated, may now provide an integrated vantage-point from which blacks can contemplate their position.


The basic issue remains that a black South African has no choice but to comply with a myriad of laws which, in a variety of ways, make it quite clear that he is a stranger in "white" South Africa.







White South Africans


What is South Africa really like? We could take two simple statements, both by white South Africans.


First, the then Minister of Information, Mr C.P. Mulder, in a statement to Parliament on September 23, 1970:


"...in countries abroad we must have every means at our disposal in order that we may present the image of South Africa as it is, namely that of a beautiful, prosperous country, in which law and order prevails and in which progress in the scientific, technical, economic, cultural and numerous other spheres is the order of the day, and where, in an atmosphere of peace and clam, numerous peoples, with different languages, cultures, religious and traditions are living gether in an orderly manner, a country, furthermore, where democracy is being practised in the full sense of the word, and where political parties are represented in parliament, as elected by the people - an example to the whole world."


Is this the same country referred to in an editorial in "The Johannesburg Star" on January 21 this year:


"According to the official figures, Pretoria's black population is steadily being reduced, just as the Government said it would. But this is a far cry from reality, the reality that exists in Winterveld, just outside Pretoria in Bophutswana, where 3 50,000 squatters live in cardboard and tin camps."


"Its inmates, its thousands of listless children, its predatory criminals and stoical aged are the victims of a variety of bureaucratic sanctions, including an influx control whose effects are being too casually considered. Winterveld is a shameful monument to human indifference and heartless ideology."


The simple fact of the matter is that most white South Africans have devised a superb antiseptic-rhetoric to describe their long-term goals, and to disguise the fact that these goals are nothing more than the permanent segregation of black from white on no ground other than skin pigmentation.


And their rhetoric is intended to direct attention from the means being used by white South Africans to achieve their goals. A few specific examples might illustrate the situation.







Brotherly Love in the Church


Father Clive McBride is coloured and was, when I met him in Capetown five years ago, an Anglican priest.


He is "coloured" because he is not white, not black, and not Asian - he is a highly educated, fluent man who would fit smoothly and easily into New Zealand society.


But, he is coloured. No chance, therefore, he told me, of enrolling his six-year old son at the premier Capetown Church School for boys, Diocesan College (Bishops).


Why, he asked, in the Anglican church with its ratio of black to white members of 74 to 26, are blacks never asked to write official church publications.


"At Church House in Capetown, there is not one black clerical worker, never has been. In most diocesan administrations only the sweepers and tea-boys are black."


Father McBride told me of the multi-racial ceremonial service held by the church of the province at Hartleyvale Soccer Ground two months before I met him


"We were patronised by being allowed to sit where we liked and enter through any gate we chose for one day only, so that we could pray together where we are never permitted under any circumstances to play together"


As a coloured priest. Father McBride earned less than an Asian or white priest, but more than a black priest in the pecking-order of South Africa, he ranked as better than a black but not as good as an Asian.







Ripping Families Apart


Just a month before I visited South Africa Mr Harlem Msini, a crippled African factory worker of Wellington. Cape, was informed that his wife and four children could not continue to live with him, after she had been convicted and fined R30 for being in the area illegally. The couple had lived in Paarl for 10 years but in 1966 Mrs Msini was endorsed out of Wellington to Dordrecht, where she was born, on the grounds that her husband needed to serve 10 years in continuous employment before he became a "qualified" resident in the urban area.


When the 10-year period was completed, Mrs Msini returned, in the belief that they now qualified for permanent residence. By leaving Dordrecht, she forfeited her right to return there and because a displaced person.


Appeals to the government were rejected, Dr Koornhof, then Deputy Minister of Bantu Administration, saying that although he had the greatest sympathy for Africans in such situations, there could be no condonation, as this would open the door to more such cases He said: "If all Bantu men are freely allowed to marry women who do not qualify... and are allowed to enter the territory, the numbers of Bantu will more than double ....."


Subsequently. Mrs Msini was given a temporary permit to live in Dordrecht, where she could live with her children, apart from her husband.


Also reported in the South African press just before my visit, was the news that about 10,000 Zulus were to be removed from their ancestral lands in the Richards Bay area, Natal, to make way for the development of the proposed oil port. The traditional lands of the Mandlazini tribe, covering 4,856 hectares, and called officially Reserve No. 6, Lower Umfolosi, were deproclaimed by the Minister in February 1970, and made part of the "white" area of Richards Bay.


The Minister designated a new home for the tribe 125 miles to the north - 3,635 hectares of "unsurveyed state lands" on the border of the Ndumu game reserve.







A Complex Country


South Africa is a wealthy country, an immensely beautiful country, and a country in which unbelievable physical and psychological horrors are inflicted b> a minority white government on a majority non-white population.


Outside the white heart of Capetown lies Langa, one of three sister cities that house about 100,000 blacks who work in Capetown. It is surrounded by a solid wire-mesh fence topped with three or four strands of barbed wire, and it has only two or three road exits.


It can be surrounded by a fully-armed white force within ten minutes.


The houses are drab, dreary symbols of the hopeless apathy and despair of those who, in many cases forced to live apart from their wives and families, serve and sustain the white cocktail parties and private swimming pools.


I cannot be detached. My visits to Langa left me with a feeling of pity for my white South African friends who have lost the capacity to love, and a profound conviction that I could not condemn my black South African friends for their suspicion of whites.


It's a country of paradoxes. Ordinary, decent people, terrified of losing their standard of living, afraid of the vengeance that could be wreaked by blacks if they gained power, unwilling or Unable to see the effects on black people of their being systematically and painstakingly kept separate and poor, and determined to maintain their authority over the blacks; and they are locked in a hopeless anachronism.


It was, let us not forget, ordinary, decent people, who liked their railways to run on time in Italy, or who ignored the gas chambers in Germany.


And when ordinary, decent people band together to defend the Collective repression of other people, and to enforce a system of ruthless racial segregation, they are, collectively, neither ordinary nor decent.


And I know of no other country that so systematically enshrines in law and upholds in practice the complete separation of groups of people on racial grounds.


Our best bridges to South Africa can only be built when we have burned the bridges that some New Zealanders wish to build to white South Africa only.


For, in South Africa, those who would build bridges to Apartheid are the friends of "white" South Africa, and their support for white South Africa will he welcomed by "while" South Africans.
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"We were patronised by being allowed to sit where we liked and enter through any gate we chose for one day only, so that we could pray together where we are never permitted under any circumstances to play together"


As a coloured priest. Father McBride earned less than an Asian or white priest, but more than a black priest in the pecking-order of South Africa, he ranked as better than a black but not as good as an Asian.
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Ripping Families Apart


Just a month before I visited South Africa Mr Harlem Msini, a crippled African factory worker of Wellington. Cape, was informed that his wife and four children could not continue to live with him, after she had been convicted and fined R30 for being in the area illegally. The couple had lived in Paarl for 10 years but in 1966 Mrs Msini was endorsed out of Wellington to Dordrecht, where she was born, on the grounds that her husband needed to serve 10 years in continuous employment before he became a "qualified" resident in the urban area.


When the 10-year period was completed, Mrs Msini returned, in the belief that they now qualified for permanent residence. By leaving Dordrecht, she forfeited her right to return there and because a displaced person.


Appeals to the government were rejected, Dr Koornhof, then Deputy Minister of Bantu Administration, saying that although he had the greatest sympathy for Africans in such situations, there could be no condonation, as this would open the door to more such cases He said: "If all Bantu men are freely allowed to marry women who do not qualify... and are allowed to enter the territory, the numbers of Bantu will more than double ....."


Subsequently. Mrs Msini was given a temporary permit to live in Dordrecht, where she could live with her children, apart from her husband.


Also reported in the South African press just before my visit, was the news that about 10,000 Zulus were to be removed from their ancestral lands in the Richards Bay area, Natal, to make way for the development of the proposed oil port. The traditional lands of the Mandlazini tribe, covering 4,856 hectares, and called officially Reserve No. 6, Lower Umfolosi, were deproclaimed by the Minister in February 1970, and made part of the "white" area of Richards Bay.


The Minister designated a new home for the tribe 125 miles to the north - 3,635 hectares of "unsurveyed state lands" on the border of the Ndumu game reserve.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Students' Newspaper. Volume 39, Issue 10. 24 May 1976

A Complex Country





A Complex Country


South Africa is a wealthy country, an immensely beautiful country, and a country in which unbelievable physical and psychological horrors are inflicted b> a minority white government on a majority non-white population.


Outside the white heart of Capetown lies Langa, one of three sister cities that house about 100,000 blacks who work in Capetown. It is surrounded by a solid wire-mesh fence topped with three or four strands of barbed wire, and it has only two or three road exits.


It can be surrounded by a fully-armed white force within ten minutes.


The houses are drab, dreary symbols of the hopeless apathy and despair of those who, in many cases forced to live apart from their wives and families, serve and sustain the white cocktail parties and private swimming pools.


I cannot be detached. My visits to Langa left me with a feeling of pity for my white South African friends who have lost the capacity to love, and a profound conviction that I could not condemn my black South African friends for their suspicion of whites.


It's a country of paradoxes. Ordinary, decent people, terrified of losing their standard of living, afraid of the vengeance that could be wreaked by blacks if they gained power, unwilling or Unable to see the effects on black people of their being systematically and painstakingly kept separate and poor, and determined to maintain their authority over the blacks; and they are locked in a hopeless anachronism.


It was, let us not forget, ordinary, decent people, who liked their railways to run on time in Italy, or who ignored the gas chambers in Germany.


And when ordinary, decent people band together to defend the Collective repression of other people, and to enforce a system of ruthless racial segregation, they are, collectively, neither ordinary nor decent.


And I know of no other country that so systematically enshrines in law and upholds in practice the complete separation of groups of people on racial grounds.


Our best bridges to South Africa can only be built when we have burned the bridges that some New Zealanders wish to build to white South Africa only.


For, in South Africa, those who would build bridges to Apartheid are the friends of "white" South Africa, and their support for white South Africa will he welcomed by "while" South Africans.




[image: Photo of two african people in a jail]
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South Africa a personal account



[image: Last week Salient reporters Leonie Morris and Neil Morrison interviewed NZUSA Scholarship holder Henry Isaacs]
Last week Salient reporters Leonie Morris and Neil Morrison interviewed NZUSA Scholarship holder Henry Isaacs




How has apartheid affected you personally?


You have to remember that apartheid affects every single person in South Africa personally and intimately from birth to the grave. And in this way the laws affected me, they laid out specifically the area in which I was permitted to live, the school and university that I was permitted to attend and so on. More particularly as my political involvement increased I was subjected more and more to the harrassment and intimidation that are all part of the apartheid structure in South Africa. This all culminated in my being banned under the Supression of Communism Act in 1973. This having involved a series of restrictions amongst others restriction to the Pietermaritzburg district for a period of 5 years.




Apartheid affects every single person in South Africa personally and intimately from birth to the grave.



I was prohibited from attending any gatherings of any sort. It prohibited me from communicating with more than one person at a time. I was prohibited from setting foot on the premises of any educational institution and on factors premises. I couldn't he quoted and in addition I was under house arrest. These are just a few of the restrictions.



What was the purpose of your return trip to Southern Africa last January?


The main purpose of my trip to Southern Africa was to attend the conference of the Southern Africa Students Movement of which I have been an executive member since the establishment of this regional student body in addition to attending the conference I also attended a meeting that had been tailed by people actively involved in the liberation struggle inside South Africa in order to discuss and evaluate the change in the political situation in Southern Africa and to plan strategies for the liberation of South Africa itself.



What is the present state of the Black organisations against apartheid?


What has happened is that there has been a tremendous amount of political organisation inside the country but because of the repressive nature of the whole apartherd system the organisation has not been evident.




In the past few years there has been an intensification of the repression.



What people normally expect when one talks of a liberation movement in a particular country is to read reports of bridges being blown up specific installations being sabotaged and so on. This has not happened in South Africa largely because of the repressive nature of the system but this does not mean that nothing is in fact happening outside the country.


In the past few years there has been an intensification of the repression, there has also been a corresponding increase in resistence to this repression For example, at a trial in Johannasberg eight people were facing charges under the Terrorism Act - a crowd of 2000 people converged on the court and when the South African police tried to disperse the crowd the people refused to move and a scuttle broke out between the people and the police Shortly after that a bomb exploited nearby and leaflets were distributed These leaflets were leaflets of the banned African National Congress.


In addition to that, there have been a tremendous number of strikes by black workers in South Africa, despite the fact that strikes by black workers are illegal In 1973 alone there were something like 261 strikes, in the second hall of 1974 there were approximately 135 strikes and the number of strikes continues unabated. At the end of March this year, for instance, a crowd of about six hundred blacks was attacked and beaten by police with batons and dogs as they peacefully dispersed after meeting outside a factory. One woman had an arm broken and several woman were taken to hospital. I am sighting these instances to show that the activity by black workers inside South Africa continues despite the brutality to which workers are generally subjected too.


The South African Human Rights Committee has reafirmed its total opposition to apartheid, to detente and to dummy institutions of the apartheid system. In its 1976 policy statement the committee says: "we aim to advance the peoples struggle for freedom; we stand for majority rule; we stand for a free society with no discrimination due to colour, class, belief or sex; we stand for the return of our political exiles; we stand for the abolition of detention without



trial 
[
unclear: fleeing] of detainees; the lifting of house arrest and 
[
gap —  
reason: illegible]
[
unclear: er] restrictions." It condemns the dummy 
[
unclear: institutions] which it says the Vorster regime created to 
[
unclear: sow] 
[
gap —  
reason: illegible]
[
unclear: nity] and confusion in the peoples minds. The s
[
gap —  
reason: illegible]
[
unclear: ent] goes on: "we are refering to the Home 
[
gap —  
reason: illegible]
[
unclear: ment], the Coloured Representative Council, The South African Indian Council, the Urban Bantu Council 
[
unclear: Advisory] boards and management committees." The 
[
unclear: committees] bullet in includes speeches made by its Mohamed Timo
[
gap —  
reason: illegible] who is the father of Amid 
[
unclear: a] was murdered by the South African Security Police 
[
gap —  
reason: illegible] 
[
unclear: 1971.]




Very 
[
unclear: e] publicity is given in the 
[
unclear: internationalness] to the struggle inside South Africa




T
[
gap —  
reason: illegible] 
[
unclear: shows] that there is a tremendous amount of 
[
gap —  
reason: illegible]
[
unclear: side] South Africa and one finds it necessary to 
[
gap —  
reason: illegible]
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unclear: se] that although very little publicity is given in the 
[
unclear: international] press to the struggle inside South Africa 
[
unclear: continues] and the people have been 
[
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[
gap —  
reason: illegible]ouraged] by the success of liberation 
[
unclear: movement]
[
gap —  
reason: illegible] neighbouring states, particularly Mozambique 
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gap —  
reason: illegible]Angola.



M
[
gap —  
reason: illegible] 
[
unclear: people] say that the Apartheid laws are slowly being 
[
gap —  
reason: illegible]
[
unclear: lised] to gradually give the blacks equality. Is the 
[
gap —  
reason: illegible]
[
unclear: y] reason why we in New Zealand should 
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unclear: interfere 
[
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reason: illegible]is] is the case?


W
[
gap —  
reason: illegible]
[
unclear: s] happened in recent months is that some of th
[
gap —  
reason: illegible]
[
unclear: e] obvious discriminatory signs like the whites only 
[
gap —  
reason: illegible]
[
unclear: on]-whites only signs have been removed and black 
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[
gap —  
reason: illegible] formerly been restricted or reserved for white 
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reason: illegible]. This, however, has not really altered the 
[
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The 
[
unclear: problem] in South Africa is not racial discrimin
[
unclear: ation], but political and economic oppressio
[
unclear: n].





[
unclear: The South] African government has stated that it is setting 
[
gap —  
reason: illegible] 
[
unclear: the] "Homelands" as a separate country where 
[
unclear: Blacks] can live under their own government, surely 
[
gap —  
reason: illegible]
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unclear: s] what the Blacks want?



I 
[
gap —  
reason: illegible]
[
unclear: completely] the whole Bantustan policy. I reject 
[
unclear: letely] the fragmentation of the country. The i
[
gap —  
reason: illegible] 
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unclear: behind] the Bantustan policy are deeply routine 
[
gap —  
reason: illegible]
[
unclear: the] history of colonialism in Southern Africa and 
[
gap —  
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[
gap —  
reason: illegible] 
[
unclear: background]. Since the formation of the Union 
[
gap —  
reason: illegible] 
[
unclear: South] Africa in 1910 and more specifically since 
[
gap —  
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unclear: ative] Land Act, 1913, as modified by the Nativ
[
gap —  
reason: illegible]d and Trust Act in 1936. The distribution of the
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reason: illegible] as between whites and Africans has rema
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gap —  
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reason: illegible]
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reason: illegible] 
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[
gap —  
reason: illegible]
[
unclear: Bantu] lands are not single continuous pieces of lan
[
gap —  
reason: illegible]
[
unclear: y] are something like 113 pieces scattered throu
[
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reason: illegible] the country. These are as absolutely incap
[
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[
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gap —  
reason: illegible] 
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gap —  
reason: illegible]
[
unclear: ch] is required for the economy of white South Afri
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unclear: ca]. These are just a few of the background detail 
[
gap —  
reason: illegible] 
[
unclear: he] Homelands policy. One needs also to 
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unclear: hat] the Bantustan policy has been rejected by the 
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unclear: and] it continues to be rejected inside the  count
[
gap —  
reason: illegible] the present day.


wh
[
gap —  
reason: illegible]

[
unclear: gree] of inter-tribal friction is there in the Black apartheid movement in South Africa?


The 
[
gap —  
reason: illegible]
[
unclear: no] inter-tribal friction at all. The struggle of Black 
[
unclear: a]
[
gap —  
reason: illegible] the country has been one that transcends friction and this has a history dating back to 1912 when the African National Council was established. Because of the threat to the white power structure that was presented by these people the government found it necessary to divide the Black community up into managable units - hence the policy of separate development which seeks to split the Black community (divide and rule!).



Do you think the Black Nations of Africa would ever intervene in South Africa's internal affairs?


First one has to ask whether such intervention is "desirable and as far as the Black people of South Africa are concerned we are our own liberators.


South Africa is strongest military power so that if any group of Black African states contemplates any direct military intervention they will have to bear this in mind and because of the huge investments that Western powers have in South Africa it will always enjoy the support of these powers should any such intervention occur. The African States have always given material and moral support to the Liberation Movements and one can expect some of the neighbouring states to provide bases for the liberation movement from which to launch successful struggles against South Africa.




There are only a small number of whites who oppose apartheid because of the privileges whites derive from the system




Do the Blacks in South Africa have any support from the white South African political groups?


There are whites in South Africa working for social change. At present the Christian Institute, the National Union of South African Students and a recently formed multi-racial human rights commission are involved in the struggle against Apartheid. There are only a small number of whites who oppose apartheid because of the privileges they derive from the system. All people who oppose apartheid are intimidated and harrassed. Criticism of the government is termed treason and opposition to apartheid is termed communism.



What action do you think New Zealanders should take to help the Blacks struggle?


There are many ways in which New Zealanders can help the Blacks in their struggle against apartheid. One of ways is by cutting off all trade between New Zealand and South Africa - admittedly trade between the two countries is very small, amounting to $8 million a year.


But one would like to see such trade being cut off completely than find New Zealand extending the trade to an extent where NZ develops a vested interested in the maintenance of apartheid.


Another area where N.Z. can help is by cutting off sporting contacts with South Africa. Because of the history of British colonialism there is strong relationship between the two countries and this relationship has been cemented by the sporting exchanges that have taken place for over 50 years. New Zealand has become to be regarded as a natural ally by white South Africans. In response to the growing isolation by the sports community white South African sportsmen have pressurised the South African government to make certain changes which will be acceptable to the international community. In most of the codes of sport certain changes do fall short of those demanded by the international community. But in the code of rugby white South Africa has been extremely stubborn and this is because South Africa has enjoyed sporting competition with countries such as New Zealand, which is prepared to play with her despite the apartheid policies. The cancellation of the Springbok tour of New Zealand in 1973 gave the white South Africans a great shock and they couldn't believe that a country like New Zealand which they have always regarded as a 2nd home would cancel a major tour. This highlights the importance which South Africa attaches to her sporting contacts with New Zealand, and if New Zealanders do cut off their sporting contacts with South Africa then this would be in actual fact a tremendous boost to the morale of the Liberations groups in South Africa.


There are a few other ways NZ can help - by curtailing the large number of people who go to South Africa either as tourists or go to work in South Africa for short periods of time. All these efforts are concrete "ways in which New Zealand actually support the apartheid system in South Africa.



How important is stopping the proposed All Black Tour?


The Rugby tour planned for 1976 is of major significance to white South Africa. It comes at a time when South Africa is being isolated by the world. In response to international pressure, the white sportsmen would make changes in the sports community, but countries like New Zealand are still prepared to keep sporting relations with South Africa open.




Rugby is to the white South African, in general, and to the Afrikaaner in particular, a symbol of white supremacy.



Rugby is to the white South African, in general, and to the Afrikaaner in particular, a symbol of white supremacy. So if this tour goes ahead, it will be seen by South Africa as support for its racial policies. Hence the determination of the white South Africans to preserve rugby as their only domain at international level.


The stopping of the rugby tour will be a tremendous morale booster to those whites and Blacks struggling against apartheid in South Africa itself. It will be a forceful reminder to white South Africa that New Zealanders are no longer prepared to give comfort to apartheid.



How long do you think the South African government will last if it doesn't change its apartheid laws?


The white South African government is already doomed. The beginning of the end was in 1974 with the elimination of Portugal as a military factor in South Africa. The remaining white stales are under tremendous pressure at the moment and the imminent collapse of the Smith regime will mean that the attention and energy of the Black liberations movement in Southern Africa can he directed at South Africa itself



Can your views he considered representative of the Black people of South Africa?


If you are talking of credentials, I am a member of the South African Students Organisation and also of the Black Peoples Convention, which is the most influential political movement in South Africa operating outside the framework of apartheid.



Will you be able to return to your country when your NZUSA scholarship expires?


No. Not to South Africa itself. But I will return to one of the neighbouring states to continue the struggle against apartheid.




[image: The Isolation of Rhodesia and South Africa since 1958]
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Race Laws



The aim of this page is provide a clear and accurate description of apartheid. Since the present South African government came to power in 1948, a vast body of legislative enactments has come into existence designed to give effect to the new policy of apartheid. These constitute the legal apparatus which regulates the daily lives of more than four fifths of the population of South Africa (i.e. the 20.7 million Blacks).



The race legislation is marked by its complexity, so we have tried to convey clearly what the South African race laws in fact are, and that they will not - to recall and adapt the words of Alan Paton - "try to say what apartheid is, or to argue whether it is magnificently bene-volent or unspeakedly inhumane, or whether it is evil or merely impossible" but merely give examples of what it can do to human beings.




Homes, Family and Residence



	1
	An African who has resided since birth and without interruption in a town is not entitled as of right to have living with him in that town a married daughter, a son who has reached the age of 18, a niece, a nephew or a grandchild for more than 72 hours.


	2
	Even if an African was born in a town, has lived then continuously for up to 14 years and has worked continuously for the same employer for 9 years, his wife commits a criminal offence by living with him for more than 72 hours, if she has not received a permit to do so.


	3
	An African who has lived and worked continuously for 50 years in the town in which he was horn may be removed from that town, if, in the opinion of the Minister of Bantu Administration and Development, the number of Africans in the town is "in excess of the reasonable labour requirements'" of the area. The official term for such persons is "redundant Bantu".


	4
	An African who has received permission to be in a town for more than 72 hours must have an endorsement in his reference book which includes statements of the purpose for which and the period during which his is permitted to remain, and the person by shom, and the class of work in which he may be employed. Contravention of any of the terms of such permission is a criminal offence.


	5
	The licence granted to a white person wishing to accomodate Africans on his premises is "endorsed with the maximum number and sex" of the Africans permitted to occupy each room in the premises.


	6
	Such licence must be produced by the holder on demand "to any white member of the South African police".




Movement



	7
	Every African over the age of 16 must be in possession of a reference book. Any policeman may at any time call on any African to produce this book. An African who is unable to do so because he has left it at home is guilty of a criminal offence punishable by a fine of up to R 20 or imprisonment of one month.


	8
	Any foreign black, including even a visiting black American, may be Stopped on the streets of South Africa by a policeman who believes that "he in appearance obviously is a member of an aboriginal race or tribe of Africa", and required to produce his reference book He will be presumed to be an African and therefore liable to arrest for failure to produce it, unless he proves that "he is not in fact and is not generally accepted as" a member of an aboriginal race or tribe of Africa.




Work



	9
	An African factory worker who calls on Other workers to strike for an increase in pay commits a Ciminal offence punishable by a fine not exceeding R 500 or imprisonment for not longer than three years, or both such fine and imprisonment.


	10
	An African employed in a supermarket who refuses to resume work which he has discontinued is guilty of a criminal offence.


	11
	An African may not, even as a personal favour and without receiving payment, repair a defective eletrical fitting in the living quarters of a friend who resides on his employer's premises as the job is classified as "skilled". If he does, he is guilty of a criminal offence punishable by a fine of up to R 200 or imprisonment for one year, or both.


	12
	A white person who pays his domestic servant for repairing a damaged roof in his home similarly commits a a criminal offence.


	13
	The Industrial conciliation Act, which is the South African law "relating to the registration and regulation of trade unions, and the prevention and settlement of disputes between employers and employees", defines "employee" as "any person other than an African employed by or working for an employer".


	14
	The Bantu Affairs Commissioner may cancel an African's contract of employment whenever he considers his "continued presence in any particular Bantu (i.e. African) quarters to be undesirable".



Education



	15
	No white man may spend a few hours each week in his own home voluntarily (caching his African servants to read. If he does so, he is guilty of a criminal offence.


	16
	An African religious minister who conducts regular classes for his congregation in which he teaches them to read the Bible is similarly guilty of a criminal offence.


	17
	A private correspondence college may not enrol an African as a student in any course without the permission of the Minister of Bantu Education. If it does so, it is guilty of a criminal offence.



Marriage, Assembly and Association



	18
	An African who has lived continuously for 50 years in the town in which he was born is not entitled as of right to have an African friend visit and remain with him for more than 7 2 hours.


	19
	It is unlawful for a white person and a black person to drink a cup of tea together in a cafe anywhere m South Africa unless they have obtained a special permit to do so.


	20
	If a speaker who is addressing a meeting says anything which causes any black member of the audience to use a post office counter which has been reserved for the exclusive use of white persons, as a way of protesting against the apartheid laws, such speaker commits a criminal offence punishable by a fine of up to R 1,000 or imprisonment for five years or up to ten strokes, or both such fine and whipping or both such imprisonment and whipping. In the case of a second or subsequent conviction the court may not impose only a fine but is obiliged to sentence the offender to imprisonment or to a whipping.


	21
	Marriage between whites and Coloured persons, Asians or Africans are prohibited. It" a marriage officer performs a marriage ceremony between a white man and a Coloured woman, for example, the latter having falsely represented that she is white, the marriage is void and of no effect.


	22
	If a white South African or a foreigner marries a Coloured woman abroad where such marriages are lawful, the marriage is void and of no effect in South Africa and the spouses may be prosecuted if they come to South Africa.



Opinion and Expression



	23
	A white man who tells a group of Africans that the apartheid laws are unjust and should be disobeyed is guilty of an offence punishable by a fine of up to R 200 or imprisonment for one year, or both.


	24
	It is a criminal offence for a newspaper to publish an article which is held by the court to have harmed relations between whites and Africans because it used strong language to assert that apartheid is unjust to the African people. The offence is punishable, on first conviction, by a fine of between R 300 and R 500, or imprisonment for up to six months, or both. A second conviction is punishable by a fine of between R 1,000 and R 2.000 or imprisonment for up to six months, or both. A third or subsequent conviction is punishable by a fine of up to R 2,000 or imprisonment for not less than six months, or both.


	25
	The publisher of a magazine who has not received permission from the Commissioner of Prisons and who publishes the photograph of a prisoner, even if it was taken before his arrest is guilty of a criminal offence.


	26
	According to the law of South Africa, a person may be deemed to be a "communist" by the decision of an official (without a prior judicial hearing and without the "communist's" right of subsequent recourse to a court of law' on the ground that he has, at some time in the past, advocated or encouraged the objects of "communism".


	27
	According to south African law, "communism" includes "an doctrine or scheme which aims at the encouragement of feelings of histility between the European and non-European races of the Republic, the consequences of which are calculated to further the achievement' of the object of "bringing about any social change in the Republic by the threat of unalwful acts or omissions".


	28
	The Minister of Justice ma), by notice in writing, require any person who is a "communist" to resign, from any organization to which he belongs, to refrain from taking part in the activities of any other specified organizations, and to refrain from attending any gathering. Contravention of the terms of such notice is a criminal offense punishable by imprisonment for up to three months.


	29
	An African who writes "Down with Apartheid" on the wall of the house of any person is guilty of a criminal offence punishable by imprisonment for up to six months without the option of a fine.



The Rule of Law



	30
	If the Minister of Justice comes to the conclusion that a person is likely to encourage the achievement of any of the objects of "communism" (see 148) he may be notice to such person prohibit him for such period as he chooses to prescribe: (a) from being in any specified area; (b) from leaving his place of residence from dusk to dawn on week days and throughout Saturday afternoons, Sundays and public holidays ("house arrest"); (c) from receiving visitors in his home during the prescribed period: (d) from attending a concert, a lecture, or the wedding or funeral of a member of his family; and (e) continuing with his job if such job involved teaching or trade union activities.
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Sosc Hot Seat





More from the Sosc Department



Associate Professor Michael Hill who has been in New Zealand for approximately 4 months has been nominated for the position of Chairman of the Sociology Department and pending the approval of the University Council will take up this position. He was the sole nominee after several of the staff members turned down the nomination.



The Staff Meeting was held in the May holidays. Some staff members were not present and the student reps were also not present owing to an alleged oversight to which an apology has been made.



The point remains: Prof. Hill was appointed in an excessively hurried manner - "it was rush job" admitted one of the staff who was present at the meeting.



Why is a person who has been here only this year asked to become Chairman of a department which is fragmented and under some internal strain? How is Prof. Hill expected to carry out his duties when his extremely short time in the department means that he has not come to know the complications of that department (and there are many)?



Why did no-one else run for the position when any staff member is eligible? The suggestion is that no-one wants the position because it is a hot potato and likely to become hotter as the year goes on.








Dear Charles,




Thank you for writing another letter to 
Salient, this one pointing out the mistake in the article about changes to the sociology major, written by the editorial team.


I'm surprised that you haven't become sick of being the man in the middle, putting forward a number of good points, but constantly apologising for your colleagues at the top of the department, who are so weak in their ability to argue on theoretical grounds that they have to hide behind the barrier of silence. Perhaps they believe that if they shut up long enough all those student letter-writers will go away.


It is attitudes like those displayed by the departmental heavies that make some students want to do something startling to break them out of their arrogant aloofness (see graphic).


The points that you make about the new compulsory course at stage two are very clear (thank you) although the course is now called sosc 208, not sosc 205.


However, the more important of the points that you make come in the latter half of your letter when commenting on the debate so far. Once again you revert back to the form of the sociology department as criticised by the Committee of Nine, teaching practices, and a plea to keep debate out of the pages of 
Salient. Perhaps it is a theoretical debate on the ideology of the department that you wish to avoid.


For it is notable that you have managed to do precisely this in the letters you have written to 
Salient. You have cleverly concentrated on replying to letters by the Committee of Nine while ignoring those from Sociology student and A Radical Student, both of which move into the ideology of the department.


This year I am doing Sociology 101, and while knowing next-to-nothing about the subject it was very interesting to read that sociology "describes never explains". This is precisely what I encountered in my first term in stage 1. We were bombarded with tables of statistics to analyse, which were very interesting, but hardly helped us analyse the make-up of New Zealand society, or any other society for that matter.


Later on I read the article by A Radical Student who commented on the sociology department being deeply entrenched in a very narrow system of ideas, with any alternatives falling within these confines. I understood the idea, but wondered how it occurred in practice. It wasn't long before I found out!


Our first essay in Sociology 101 (set by Professor Robb) was on the topic "What do Sociologists describe as Roles?" It then asked you to use examples from the set texts to enter into a discussion on the role concept. In the lectures, tutorials and set texts there was generally no discussion on precisely what part roles play in New Zealand society. Whose interests do they serve? Society's interest? Whose interests does New Zealand society serve? These questions were never tackled, let alone answered. Instead we played around with describing how roles are shaped by "role expectations" of others and discovered what "role sets" were.


I was really pissed off. As another fellow student said to me "this is the sort of thing we covered in sixth form liberal studies", and yet the Vic sociologists trot out the same shit under the mask of some sort of sociological analysis. The number of darts that lay scattered around the front of the sosc 101 lecture theatres was some indication of what students thought of the stuff they were being handed.
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When, in the same essay, we were asked to discuss the role concept from examples given in Webb and Collette or Worsley, I began to wonder about whether it would be more educational to refer to your own experiences, but was told that Professor Robh had definitely said "No!".


So, I looked up Webb and Collette at the pages given and chanced upon an example of a magistrate's role conflict between the role expected of him by the most puritanical of citizens and that demanded of him by the more liberal types. We had to discuss how these different expectations Shaped what he eventually did. I thought of the allegations of narrowness made against sociology and saw this as the perfect example of it. While we were tinkering about on the surface, we had already been limited. Surely the magistrates main role had already been pre-defined (he is serving those who are presently benefitting by bringing punishment down on the heads of those who deviate from those actions which are non-threatening to the stat us quo), and we were merely playing around within these limits.


I believe that the challenges made in the early letters of Sociology student and A Radical Student have yet to be taken up by anyone in the department because they realise how true they are. So much of what purports to be theory in the Sociology Department is no more than a defence of the status quo, purporting to be scientific while expounding the unconscious ideological assumptions of the theoretician.


I look forward to a challenge on the points I have made, especially from the designer of the sosc I essay Professor Robb. I have little to lose hut my 12 credits.




Yours fraternally,


John Ryall.
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More from the Sosc Department



Associate Professor Michael Hill who has been in New Zealand for approximately 4 months has been nominated for the position of Chairman of the Sociology Department and pending the approval of the University Council will take up this position. He was the sole nominee after several of the staff members turned down the nomination.



The Staff Meeting was held in the May holidays. Some staff members were not present and the student reps were also not present owing to an alleged oversight to which an apology has been made.



The point remains: Prof. Hill was appointed in an excessively hurried manner - "it was rush job" admitted one of the staff who was present at the meeting.



Why is a person who has been here only this year asked to become Chairman of a department which is fragmented and under some internal strain? How is Prof. Hill expected to carry out his duties when his extremely short time in the department means that he has not come to know the complications of that department (and there are many)?



Why did no-one else run for the position when any staff member is eligible? The suggestion is that no-one wants the position because it is a hot potato and likely to become hotter as the year goes on.
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Dear Charles,




Thank you for writing another letter to 
Salient, this one pointing out the mistake in the article about changes to the sociology major, written by the editorial team.


I'm surprised that you haven't become sick of being the man in the middle, putting forward a number of good points, but constantly apologising for your colleagues at the top of the department, who are so weak in their ability to argue on theoretical grounds that they have to hide behind the barrier of silence. Perhaps they believe that if they shut up long enough all those student letter-writers will go away.


It is attitudes like those displayed by the departmental heavies that make some students want to do something startling to break them out of their arrogant aloofness (see graphic).


The points that you make about the new compulsory course at stage two are very clear (thank you) although the course is now called sosc 208, not sosc 205.


However, the more important of the points that you make come in the latter half of your letter when commenting on the debate so far. Once again you revert back to the form of the sociology department as criticised by the Committee of Nine, teaching practices, and a plea to keep debate out of the pages of 
Salient. Perhaps it is a theoretical debate on the ideology of the department that you wish to avoid.


For it is notable that you have managed to do precisely this in the letters you have written to 
Salient. You have cleverly concentrated on replying to letters by the Committee of Nine while ignoring those from Sociology student and A Radical Student, both of which move into the ideology of the department.


This year I am doing Sociology 101, and while knowing next-to-nothing about the subject it was very interesting to read that sociology "describes never explains". This is precisely what I encountered in my first term in stage 1. We were bombarded with tables of statistics to analyse, which were very interesting, but hardly helped us analyse the make-up of New Zealand society, or any other society for that matter.


Later on I read the article by A Radical Student who commented on the sociology department being deeply entrenched in a very narrow system of ideas, with any alternatives falling within these confines. I understood the idea, but wondered how it occurred in practice. It wasn't long before I found out!


Our first essay in Sociology 101 (set by Professor Robb) was on the topic "What do Sociologists describe as Roles?" It then asked you to use examples from the set texts to enter into a discussion on the role concept. In the lectures, tutorials and set texts there was generally no discussion on precisely what part roles play in New Zealand society. Whose interests do they serve? Society's interest? Whose interests does New Zealand society serve? These questions were never tackled, let alone answered. Instead we played around with describing how roles are shaped by "role expectations" of others and discovered what "role sets" were.


I was really pissed off. As another fellow student said to me "this is the sort of thing we covered in sixth form liberal studies", and yet the Vic sociologists trot out the same shit under the mask of some sort of sociological analysis. The number of darts that lay scattered around the front of the sosc 101 lecture theatres was some indication of what students thought of the stuff they were being handed.
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When, in the same essay, we were asked to discuss the role concept from examples given in Webb and Collette or Worsley, I began to wonder about whether it would be more educational to refer to your own experiences, but was told that Professor Robh had definitely said "No!".


So, I looked up Webb and Collette at the pages given and chanced upon an example of a magistrate's role conflict between the role expected of him by the most puritanical of citizens and that demanded of him by the more liberal types. We had to discuss how these different expectations Shaped what he eventually did. I thought of the allegations of narrowness made against sociology and saw this as the perfect example of it. While we were tinkering about on the surface, we had already been limited. Surely the magistrates main role had already been pre-defined (he is serving those who are presently benefitting by bringing punishment down on the heads of those who deviate from those actions which are non-threatening to the stat us quo), and we were merely playing around within these limits.


I believe that the challenges made in the early letters of Sociology student and A Radical Student have yet to be taken up by anyone in the department because they realise how true they are. So much of what purports to be theory in the Sociology Department is no more than a defence of the status quo, purporting to be scientific while expounding the unconscious ideological assumptions of the theoretician.


I look forward to a challenge on the points I have made, especially from the designer of the sosc I essay Professor Robb. I have little to lose hut my 12 credits.




Yours fraternally,


John Ryall.
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Arts Faculty Meeting



by John Ryall



Student rights in decision-making were again a hot topic at the May meeting of the Faculties of Arts and Languages and Literature, held last week in the Easter-field Conference Room.


Student representatives on the Faculties were preparing for a fight on a motion held over from last week concerning the part students should play in deciding (in conjunction with staff) fair methods of assessment and reasonable workloads for particular courses.


The motion mentioned in last week's Salient was put before the meeting:



These faculties recommend that the following statement he published each year in departmental prospectuses and be made available for inclusion in student publications:


"The faculties of Arts and Languages and Literature recognise that all suggestions which can assist in the planning, organisation and evaluation of courses are important in improving learning and teaching. The Faculties therefore encourage students to collaborate with lecturers in decisions affecting workloads, teaching practices and methods of assessment for their courses. If there are particular grievances, students should take the matter up with the lecturer responsible for the course in the first instance, and then, of necessary, with the Chairman of Department. In the event of staff and students in a Department being unable to resolve a particular problem, the matter could be referred to the appropriate Dean for advice."


However, due to the efficiency of the chairman, Dr Kennedy (English), and to the fact that the issue had been thrashed out last month, there was very little discussion. John Kinder, the mover, said the motion was a follow-up to the report on Workloads and Credit Rating presented at the last meeting. Students felt that the report did not go far enough and that students would not be informed on the procedure they could take if workload and 
[
unclear: sses] assessment grievances arose.


The only staff member to voice fears as to the radical nature of the motion was Professor Hamer (History), who questioned John Kinder as to whether he was introducing new faculty policy of merely enlarging on what was already there. When John answered that he was merely doing the latter, Hamer moved in for the second stage of the interrogation with a question on whether staff or students had the final say in course decision-making.


Unfortunately. Hamer did not get the fight he was trying to pick, because the chairman suggested that it was the Professorial Board which had the final say. So, stunned by the loss of control over his courses, he merely S3t there stunned.


And so it was on to the 23 course regulation changes that seem to hit the faculties at most of their May meetings.


There is little time lost with most course changes, and so the meeting quickly skipped over the introduction of European Romanticism. Introduction to Spanish, special topic at stage three Mathmatics, and a couple of english courses (Eng1 246 and 261).


And then on the horizon looked a new stage two sociology course (Sociological Thought and Methods), the subject of much bitter debate within the sociology Department. Professor Robb introduced it by asking the chair whether it was possible to defer it to the June Faculty meeting with the opportunity still available for it to be implemented for 1977. He said students wanted it to be held over so discussion could take place, and staff had generally agreed that this would be quite acceptable as long as it wouldn't subsequently miss the calendar for 1977.


However, the chair ruled that this could not be done and unless the meeting wanted to refer it to the Faculty Committee on Course Regulations it would have to be voted on immediately. Professor Robb seemed reasonably happy with the procedure to vote immediately, but the student representatives forced a vote on the referral, which was lost.


At that stage the Faculties put the clamps on any student/staff decision-making in the Sociology Department. Any discussions on this particular course were now limited by the fact that the course was already in existence. Students at the meeting argued (very difficult to do without bringing out the whole of the Sociology Department's dirty washing) against the course's introduction and against the compulsory element attached to it it was introduced. But without success.


Professor Robb looked pleased with himself and the meeting cruised on. Apart from a few of Professor Hamer's usual antics with the mention of women in the new Women in 19th Century Prose Writing (Fren 320) course, the meeting closed very quietly.
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The tracks on this record are a mixture of arranged Baroque music and original material written by the two collaborators, Thys van Leer and Rogier van Otterloo.


The Baroque stuff consists of solid gold Bach ("Sheep May Safely Graze" etc) and a few by Handel and others played by van Leer (flute) with a small string orchestra, and it is terrible. The arrangements have stripped the music of any meaning it may have had.


There is none of the vulgarity of real Baroque music it has all been scaled down to make it mild and inoffensive. I suspect that even the more dramatic harmonies have been modernised to this effect. Everything has been reduced to a moderate or slow tempo-The resulting music can only be described as soporific.


It doesn't anger me to think that the mighty Johann Sebastian Bach has been reduced to this piffle - it just bores me. So much has been lost in the compromise and nothing gained. The arrangements and performance are just hopelessly unimaginative.


Van Otterloo attempts with one of his compositions a pastiche of the Baroque style Parts of 'Rondo II' do sound like Bach flute concerto Then the tinkling harpsichord is replaced by an equally timid bass guitar, and a drum — dumchik dumchik dumchik. A soft piano joins in and the transition to the popular style is complete. Now it sounds like the music in 'Love Story'.


The rest of the original tracks are freer and slightly more experimental. Van Leer's compositions have dreamy names -'Carmen Elysium', 'Mild Wild Rose', 'Introspection II' is a particularly apt name. It is the most introspective, self-conscious music I know.


The original compositions are freely scattered amongst the Baroque work, and you hardly notice the difference. Its all good dinner music.


Where they've tried to make Baroque music appeal to a wider audience, they've failed. Where they've tried to incorporate elements of Baroque style in thier own, they've failed.



James Robb







Takin it to the Streets - The Doobie Brothers


After a range of top selling LP's the standard of this latest Doobie Brothers release Takin' it to the Streets' seems to have lost the original sound which established them as one of the top groups. Taking an overall view their music has changed from the fantastic guitar and drum sounds into something of a jazzy balls-up.


My first impressions were that it was a mixture of Chicago brass and BS & T vocals, with added touches of typical DB sounds emerging here and there.


I believe this is because of the lesser known member Jeff 'Skunk' Baxter, and the new member, Michael McDonald, doing more than the original members.


I was able to say this after comparing this record to their two previous releases, 'What was onces vices....' and 'Stampede'


In both of these, the songs were written by eithe Patrick Simmons or Tom Johnston But in this LP, M. McDonald has three compositions of his own, including the title track 'Takin' it to the Streets', while Jeff Baxter also joins in with the others. Both Patrick Simmons and Tom Johnston have only one composition each.


Michael McDonald who plays the key boards, was an original member of Steely Dan Many New Zealanders will remember him from the 'not so good' Doobies con-


The absence of Tom Johnston at the concert was felt really badly, and I think a lot of DB fans who buy this record are bound to feel the same effect.


McDonald sings about three or four songs and this makes all the difference. After listening to Tom Johnston's voice, it makes you wonder whether he is the Doobies. The use of keyboards and the absence of the guitar is seen in several tracks too. The Memphis Horns can be heard in the background in most of the songs and this adds all the jazzy-ness.


The only good track in the whole LP is Turn it Loose', a Tom Johnston composition, which has all the rocking guitar drums and vocals that were so unique to the Bodies. Side two opens with a resonably good song called 'Rio' in which the vocals is shared by Maria Muldaur. (She also appeared in 'Stampede'). It begins with the usual guitar but moves into a calypso beat with lots of brass sounds to back up.


The other tracks however, are not worth mentioning individually as they do not stand out at all.


There are no good party songs either, other than Turn it Loose'. Anybody wanting to dance to the Doobies better stick to the old releases.


Well, personally I don't think much of this record, I prefer their old stuff better. However the Doobies might lose some of their old fans or even get new ones, who prefer this kind a music. The Doobies are, musically, definitely changing - probably looking for a new direction to expand after the continuous similarity of their previous releases. The music is soft and lacking in depth, different to be precise.


Anyway I wouldn't blame them for this change, perhaps it will grow on rock fans. Like Paul Williams said "...the most important factor in appreciating music is not what they play or how well they play but rather how and when and why we listen."



Hemal
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Quicksilver Messenger Service - Solid Silver (Capital ST11462)


This record is really quite boring and there not much I want to say about it so I think I'll talk about the Beatles instead.


The news of yet another impending Beatles reunion is very exciting for us over twenties, even if they do end up performing on a raft in the Amazon swamplands for tax reasons.


However, although it would be nice to see the boys get back together again, let us hope and pray that if such an event does ever take place it will be in the form of a one-off nostalgia-only concert. For if they were to try and make a new album of new songs, which I don't think they would (but let us just suppose for the purposes of this review that they did) then it just wouldn't work as a Beatles album.


Not that one every really thinks of the Beatles as a 
Band in the same sense as the Stones, but at least up until the white album they were all thinking more or less along the same lines, and not just being four individuals contributing a set number of songs to each album.



[
unclear: away] in the early seventies after an initial flush of success as another California Consciousness Cult Band from the mid Sixties. Now it appears they've reformed in their original lineup, for whatever reason. Probably a combination of some money-grabbing Capitol executive's bright idea and the individual members finding themselves a little older, a little wiser, with growing families and dwindling bank accounts and the realisation that they haven't done anything worthwhile in the last few years. Thus, hey man, hey presto man, this album.


There are ten tracks. Eight songs by members of the band plus an instrumental plus one song co-written with Grateful Dead lyricist Robert Hunter called 'I heard you singing' which contains a nice line about 'My knuckles are sore from rapping all day".


Perhaps they should have employed Hunter's services on the rest of the songs, for they are all pretty awful, especially Dino Valenti's "Cowboy on the run" which starts off "Sometimes I dream of a world without war / people laughing in the sun / a world without love ain't no place to live / but I'm still living by the gun / I'm just another cowboy on the run" Well yeah Dino, that's far out man, but I seem to have heard that shit a few times before


The thing is made worse by the slow tempo, untogether acoustic guitars and yucky mellotron over the top. Also by Senor Valenti is a song called 'The Letter" which starts out as one of those songs we all start writing after sleepless nights, but ends up with the profound obervation that 'some of us are on the losing end".


There's also a couple of standard rockers ('Heebie Jeebies", "Worryin' Shoes", the latter exploiting to good effect Dino Valenti's awful voice' and a boring instrumental called "Witches Moon".


They all sound like songs written because songs had to be written. Musically they sould like just another band from San Francisco - most of the playing is rather sloppy although the guitarists are quite good.


When they do get a reasonable song however, like the aforementioned "I hear you singing", they try to give it a Jefferson Airplane type treatment, but it doesn't have the drive, the spirit, the sheer unadulterated 
Joy of the Airplane on the runway


There are however, some nice touches from onetime Quicksilver member Nicky Hopkins (on piano), but the delightful tinkerings from his rippling digits are buried away in the mix most of the time as guitars and background voices battle valiantly to keep things moving.


Most of the harmonies are rather soggy and Kathi MacDonald's powerful voice is wasted in the background. This lady has made an excellent album called 'Insane Asylum" which you can find in your local record store's bargain bin because nobody's ever heard of her.


This Quicksilver album will likewise probably end up in your local record store's bargain bin in a few weeks/months - if you want some standard Amerikan West Coast rock to put on when you want to put a record on then buy it. If not, leave it.



Peter Dasent
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[Review by James Robb]




The tracks on this record are a mixture of arranged Baroque music and original material written by the two collaborators, Thys van Leer and Rogier van Otterloo.


The Baroque stuff consists of solid gold Bach ("Sheep May Safely Graze" etc) and a few by Handel and others played by van Leer (flute) with a small string orchestra, and it is terrible. The arrangements have stripped the music of any meaning it may have had.


There is none of the vulgarity of real Baroque music it has all been scaled down to make it mild and inoffensive. I suspect that even the more dramatic harmonies have been modernised to this effect. Everything has been reduced to a moderate or slow tempo-The resulting music can only be described as soporific.


It doesn't anger me to think that the mighty Johann Sebastian Bach has been reduced to this piffle - it just bores me. So much has been lost in the compromise and nothing gained. The arrangements and performance are just hopelessly unimaginative.


Van Otterloo attempts with one of his compositions a pastiche of the Baroque style Parts of 'Rondo II' do sound like Bach flute concerto Then the tinkling harpsichord is replaced by an equally timid bass guitar, and a drum — dumchik dumchik dumchik. A soft piano joins in and the transition to the popular style is complete. Now it sounds like the music in 'Love Story'.


The rest of the original tracks are freer and slightly more experimental. Van Leer's compositions have dreamy names -'Carmen Elysium', 'Mild Wild Rose', 'Introspection II' is a particularly apt name. It is the most introspective, self-conscious music I know.


The original compositions are freely scattered amongst the Baroque work, and you hardly notice the difference. Its all good dinner music.


Where they've tried to make Baroque music appeal to a wider audience, they've failed. Where they've tried to incorporate elements of Baroque style in thier own, they've failed.



James Robb
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Takin it to the Streets - The Doobie Brothers


After a range of top selling LP's the standard of this latest Doobie Brothers release Takin' it to the Streets' seems to have lost the original sound which established them as one of the top groups. Taking an overall view their music has changed from the fantastic guitar and drum sounds into something of a jazzy balls-up.


My first impressions were that it was a mixture of Chicago brass and BS & T vocals, with added touches of typical DB sounds emerging here and there.


I believe this is because of the lesser known member Jeff 'Skunk' Baxter, and the new member, Michael McDonald, doing more than the original members.


I was able to say this after comparing this record to their two previous releases, 'What was onces vices....' and 'Stampede'


In both of these, the songs were written by eithe Patrick Simmons or Tom Johnston But in this LP, M. McDonald has three compositions of his own, including the title track 'Takin' it to the Streets', while Jeff Baxter also joins in with the others. Both Patrick Simmons and Tom Johnston have only one composition each.


Michael McDonald who plays the key boards, was an original member of Steely Dan Many New Zealanders will remember him from the 'not so good' Doobies con-


The absence of Tom Johnston at the concert was felt really badly, and I think a lot of DB fans who buy this record are bound to feel the same effect.


McDonald sings about three or four songs and this makes all the difference. After listening to Tom Johnston's voice, it makes you wonder whether he is the Doobies. The use of keyboards and the absence of the guitar is seen in several tracks too. The Memphis Horns can be heard in the background in most of the songs and this adds all the jazzy-ness.


The only good track in the whole LP is Turn it Loose', a Tom Johnston composition, which has all the rocking guitar drums and vocals that were so unique to the Bodies. Side two opens with a resonably good song called 'Rio' in which the vocals is shared by Maria Muldaur. (She also appeared in 'Stampede'). It begins with the usual guitar but moves into a calypso beat with lots of brass sounds to back up.


The other tracks however, are not worth mentioning individually as they do not stand out at all.


There are no good party songs either, other than Turn it Loose'. Anybody wanting to dance to the Doobies better stick to the old releases.


Well, personally I don't think much of this record, I prefer their old stuff better. However the Doobies might lose some of their old fans or even get new ones, who prefer this kind a music. The Doobies are, musically, definitely changing - probably looking for a new direction to expand after the continuous similarity of their previous releases. The music is soft and lacking in depth, different to be precise.


Anyway I wouldn't blame them for this change, perhaps it will grow on rock fans. Like Paul Williams said "...the most important factor in appreciating music is not what they play or how well they play but rather how and when and why we listen."



Hemal
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Quicksilver Messenger Service - Solid Silver (Capital ST11462)


This record is really quite boring and there not much I want to say about it so I think I'll talk about the Beatles instead.


The news of yet another impending Beatles reunion is very exciting for us over twenties, even if they do end up performing on a raft in the Amazon swamplands for tax reasons.


However, although it would be nice to see the boys get back together again, let us hope and pray that if such an event does ever take place it will be in the form of a one-off nostalgia-only concert. For if they were to try and make a new album of new songs, which I don't think they would (but let us just suppose for the purposes of this review that they did) then it just wouldn't work as a Beatles album.


Not that one every really thinks of the Beatles as a 
Band in the same sense as the Stones, but at least up until the white album they were all thinking more or less along the same lines, and not just being four individuals contributing a set number of songs to each album.



[
unclear: away] in the early seventies after an initial flush of success as another California Consciousness Cult Band from the mid Sixties. Now it appears they've reformed in their original lineup, for whatever reason. Probably a combination of some money-grabbing Capitol executive's bright idea and the individual members finding themselves a little older, a little wiser, with growing families and dwindling bank accounts and the realisation that they haven't done anything worthwhile in the last few years. Thus, hey man, hey presto man, this album.


There are ten tracks. Eight songs by members of the band plus an instrumental plus one song co-written with Grateful Dead lyricist Robert Hunter called 'I heard you singing' which contains a nice line about 'My knuckles are sore from rapping all day".


Perhaps they should have employed Hunter's services on the rest of the songs, for they are all pretty awful, especially Dino Valenti's "Cowboy on the run" which starts off "Sometimes I dream of a world without war / people laughing in the sun / a world without love ain't no place to live / but I'm still living by the gun / I'm just another cowboy on the run" Well yeah Dino, that's far out man, but I seem to have heard that shit a few times before


The thing is made worse by the slow tempo, untogether acoustic guitars and yucky mellotron over the top. Also by Senor Valenti is a song called 'The Letter" which starts out as one of those songs we all start writing after sleepless nights, but ends up with the profound obervation that 'some of us are on the losing end".


There's also a couple of standard rockers ('Heebie Jeebies", "Worryin' Shoes", the latter exploiting to good effect Dino Valenti's awful voice' and a boring instrumental called "Witches Moon".


They all sound like songs written because songs had to be written. Musically they sould like just another band from San Francisco - most of the playing is rather sloppy although the guitarists are quite good.


When they do get a reasonable song however, like the aforementioned "I hear you singing", they try to give it a Jefferson Airplane type treatment, but it doesn't have the drive, the spirit, the sheer unadulterated 
Joy of the Airplane on the runway


There are however, some nice touches from onetime Quicksilver member Nicky Hopkins (on piano), but the delightful tinkerings from his rippling digits are buried away in the mix most of the time as guitars and background voices battle valiantly to keep things moving.


Most of the harmonies are rather soggy and Kathi MacDonald's powerful voice is wasted in the background. This lady has made an excellent album called 'Insane Asylum" which you can find in your local record store's bargain bin because nobody's ever heard of her.


This Quicksilver album will likewise probably end up in your local record store's bargain bin in a few weeks/months - if you want some standard Amerikan West Coast rock to put on when you want to put a record on then buy it. If not, leave it.



Peter Dasent
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[image: let me help you make a little money 30 a whole lot further If you need a little help and advice on how to make your money go further while you're at varsity, see Richard Starke at the Wellington Branch of the BNZ Richard knows the sort of money problems you're going to be involved with as a student and he'll be pleased to give you all the assistance and advice that's possible Apart from the BNZ services like cheque and savings accounts free automatic savings facility, the Nationwide Account, travellers cheques, and so on, there are two particular BNZ services that a lot of students have found very useful. BNZ Educational Loans The great thing about these is their flexibility You can take one out for a few days, to tide you over a rough spot till the end of term, of you can borrow on the long term and, plan things out over the years you're at varsity. BNZ Consulting Service Free, helpful advice on practically any financial matter from people who understand money and how it works. And just by the way, there's another good reason for banking with the Bank of New Zealand it's the only trading bank wholly owned by the people of New Zealand Call at the BNZ on campus office and fix up a time for a chat with Richard Starke or phone him direct at the BNZ Wellington Branch. Cnr. Lambton and Custom house Quays Phone 725-099 ext 702 BANK OF NEW ZEALAND Wholly owned by the people of New Zealand]










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Students' Newspaper. Volume 39, Issue 10. 24 May 1976

Films






Films




VUWSA Film Preview Memorial Theatre W 26 May 2.15pm


'
Bonnie and Clyde'



Director: Arthur Penn



Stars: Faye Dunnaway, Warren Beatty. Gene Hackman.


Based on the real lives of Clyde Barrow and Bonnie Parker, notorious, bank robbers and killers of the great depression of the thirties in Texas and Oaklahoma.


Clyde is an extremely mean gun foundler and Bonnie is a squirming, thrill-seeking, sex-starved moll.


The NY Times describe the film as "... a cheap piece of bald-faced slapstick comedy that treats the hideous depredations of that sleazy moronic pain as though they were as full of fun and frolic as the jazz age cut ups in Thoroughly Modern Millie".


Not many critics were in the least bit impressed with this film which displays the glorification of some of the worst violence seen on the screen.


Not only that but this comedy film treats the grim reality of what really happened as a big joke.


This film has absolutely 
no social value at all, no matter what rationalisations Arthur Penn spouts.


But if it is a spectacle you want to SEE.......






VUWSA Film Preview: Memorial Theatre Th 27 May 5.00pm


'
O Lucky Man'



Director: Lindsay Anderson


Malcolm McDowell is Mick Travis, a coffee salesman who is sent on an assignment which leads to another and to another and so on.


It is very like Kubrick's A Clockwork Orange, not in theme or story but in just about every other way. This film is better than A Clockwork Orange and better than If, Anderson's previous film also starring McDowell.


The film is absolutely packed with incredibly lively incidents, interspersed with Alan Price and his band playing the theme tune The audience is continuously shocked by the amazing encounters that Travis experiences. It is three hours long but it seems to be over far too soon.


O Lucky Man is meant to be a satire and in this respect I'm not sure that it succeeds terribly well. But certainly the humour is incredible and the entertainment value is as high as any film I have seen.


Sight and Sound sums the film up as: "Lindsay Anderson's epic view of the state of the nation, filtered through the all-purpose adventures of a coffee salesman and his pilgrim's progress from ambition to acceptance, Much incidental insight; a less than certain conclusion."






VUWSA Film Preview: '
Savage Innocents', Memorial



Theatre 2.15pm Thursday 27th.


Arranged by the French Department in Cooperation with the VUWSA Films Division.


Savage Innocents, starring Anthony Quinn and Yoko Tani, is set in the Arctic wastes of Northern Canada. It centres on the culture clash between Eskimos and Europeans.


The action starts with a missionary searching for converts, who is killed by an Eskimo, Inuk in a fit of rage. Inuk then flees into the snowstorms, pursued by two soldiers, both of whom fall victim to the northern ice.




[image: Salient Film Previewer starring in his latest film]

Salient Film Previewer starring in his latest film




Nursing one soldier back to health, Inuk ignores his advice to stay in the wastes, and ressolves to return to the western justice.


The plot could thus easily become trite imperialist European vs courageous Eskimo. Yet the director's skill and the acting ability of Anthony Quinn and Yoko Tani save it from this fate.


Savage Innocents comes across as a conflict between men, between cultures and above all against the environment.



(p.s.: if you're not interested in all this ethnic rubbish, there's plenty of blood guts and sex - go see it anyway).







Victoria University of Wellington



Department of English



Winter Term; 1976



The Arts of the Pacific Fringe



A series of films which present something of the variety of Pacific cultures, and something of thier common heritage will be shown on Mondays at 1p.m. in the Memorial Theatre with the exception of Queen's Birthday.



Series I. Tangata Whenua






	
Monday, 17 May:

	
Spirits and the Times Will Teach


In Those Times; Moko; Herepo's Place





	
Monday, 24 May:

	
The Great Trees


Putanaki; In the Shadow of the Ngata





	
Monday, 31 May:

	
The Prophets


Parihaka; Tuhoa Ringata





	
Monday, 14 June:

	
Waikato


Queen Te Atarangihaka; a Paukai at Tauranganui





	
Monday, 21 June:

	
Turangawaewae: a Place to Stand


Porirua's maras at Maraeroa; Nga Tamatoa





	
Monday, 28 June:

	
The Carving Cries


Maori culture in the modern world
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Nursing one soldier back to health, Inuk ignores his advice to stay in the wastes, and ressolves to return to the western justice.


The plot could thus easily become trite imperialist European vs courageous Eskimo. Yet the director's skill and the acting ability of Anthony Quinn and Yoko Tani save it from this fate.


Savage Innocents comes across as a conflict between men, between cultures and above all against the environment.



(p.s.: if you're not interested in all this ethnic rubbish, there's plenty of blood guts and sex - go see it anyway).
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Theatre



Preview: A Wigwam for a Goose's Bridle'


Late-nite theatre at Unity


Written by Jennifer Compton


Directed by Ragini Werner.


Each Thursday, Friday and Saturday night, Unity Theatre has a 'Late-Nite' show that commences at 10.45pm after the main bill. Variety is important, and it is hoped to have a new show ready to go every two weeks.


'Wigwam For A Goose's Bridle' begins the second week of its six night season on Thursday. Conceived originally as a radio play, it has been recorded in Australia and N.Z. for radio drama. Slightly adapted for the stage, it tells the story of a woman writer now confined to an Old Folks' Home.


The actors: Anne Budd, Jean Betts, Richard Russell and Sean Duffy, have the difficult task of not only playing elderly people, but also the younger counterparts of their characters.


Sarah Benbow (Anne Budd) reminisces about her past. Her monologues are oc-cassionly disturbed by the intrusions of two other residents concerned about her 'bad turns'. The dialogue is both lyrical and ironic as Sarah recreates herself as she was.


The pace is unhurried, and although not a startling or innovative play, the character of Sarah is compelling enough to hold our attention. Once flighty and rebellious, she now resents her elderly companions because they are constant reminders that her moment has gone and that she like them, is old. She may chafe against the bit, but she is still one of them - a black sheep whose woof is turning white.


This is the third of Jennifer Compton's plays to be produced in Wellington. 'No Man's Land' was presented by Downstage last year, and 'They're Playing Our Song' was produced earlier this year at Theatre 87. Unity's next Late-Nite show will be 'Waiting Room' by Helen Bulley.



Richard Mays.
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[image: DOWNSTAGE hightly at 8.15 pm ANTON CHEKHOV'S THREE SISTERS Directed by Mervyn Thompson and designed by Raymond Boyee Starts Thursday May 27 until Saturday July 3 Bookings now open Phone 849-639 for reservations With support of QEII Arts Council]
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The Sheep Child


by James Dickey.




Farm boys wild to couple.



With anything - with soft-wooded trees



With mounds of earth - mounds



Of pinestraw, will keep themselves off



Animals by legends of their own



In the hay-tunnel dark



And dung of barns, they will



Say "I have heard" tell





That in a museum in Dargaville



Way back in a comer somewhere



There's this thing thats only half



Sheep - like a woolly baby -



Pickled in alcohol - because



Those things can't live - his eyes



Are open - but you can't stand to look



I heard from somebody who...."



But this is how almost all



Gone. The boys have taken



Their own true wives in the city,



The sheep are safe in the west hill



Pasture - but we who were born there



Still are not sure. Are we,



Because we remember, remembered



In the terrible dust of museums?





Merely with his eyes, the sheep-child may



Be saying - saying



I am here, in my fathers house.



I who am half of your world, came deeply



To my mother in the long grass



Of the west pasture, where she stood



like moonlight



Listening for foxes. It was something



like love



From another world that seized her



From behind, and she gave, not lifting her head



Out of dew, without every looking, her best



Self to that great need. Turned loose,



She dipped her face.



Further into the chill of the earth, and



in a sound



Of sobbing - of something stumbling



Away, began, as she must do,



To carry me. I woke, dying,





In the summer sun of the hillside, with my eyes



Far more than human. I saw for a blazing moment



The great grassy world from both sides,



Man and beast in the round of their need,



And the hill wind stirred in my wool,



My hoof and my hand clasped each other,



I ate my one meal



Of milk and died



Staring. From the dark grass I came



straight



To my father's house, whose dust



Whirls up in the halls for no reason



When no one comes - piling deep in



A hellish mild corner,



And, through my immortal waters,



I meet the sun's grains eye



To eye, and they fail at my closet



of glass.



Dead, I am most surely living



In the minds of farm boys: I am



he who drives



Them like wolves from the hound



bitch and calf



And from the chaste ewe in the wind.



They go into woods - into bean



fields - they go Deep into their known right hands.



Dreaming of me,



They groan - they wait - they suffer



Themselves, they marry, they raise their



kind.





made





3800 odd button-holes



16 cars



4364 cans peas



78 school desks



4 graves



spare parts of phoenix



poetic justice



only ever got



one day out of



assembly lines



- 
Eric Beach
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Poem




You're sick, old man



Sick and lonely



And it hurts me to see



that no-one car,



After a whole life-time



still no one cares



And I too would like to care,



Old Man.



But I just haven't got the time.



- 
Ben Smith
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Two Birds: A Dialogue




The roc wings fanwise



Soaring ninety thousand li



And rousing a raging cyclone.



The blue sky on his back, he looks down



To survey man's world with its towns and cities



Gunfire licks the heavens,



Shells pit the earth.



A sparrow in his bush is scared stiff.



"This is one hell of a mess!



O, I want to flit and fly away."





"Where, may I ask?"



The sparrow replies,



"To a jewelled palace in elfland's hills.



Don't you know a triple pact was signed



Under the bright autumn moon two years ago?



There'll be plenty to eat,



Potatoes piping hot



With beef thrown in."



"Stop you windy nonsense!



Look you, the world is being turned upside down"









[image: Drawing of musical instruments]
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Downstage Upstaged






Dear John,




It certainly seems to be the silly season for letters. Enclosed is a letter I received recently (with my reply) from Mervyn Thompson the artistic director of Downstage. I would like to publish the letter if only to demonstrate the fatuity of Mr Thompson's arguments, and the odd notions he seems to hold about the function of the reviewer.








Dear Mr Thompson,




I am pleased that you have no quarrel with the substance of my reviews, that in fact the only quibble you have is with the derogatory comments I have to make about the typical efete Downstage: audience.


By typical I mean the people, ubiquitous at the Hannah Playhouse, who pay $12 a double ticket, and whose sole interest in being there is to disport themselves, in your expensive nightclub atmosphere. You are kidding yourself if you think their interest in theatre is genuine.


To argue that your anticipated Maori audience, the gambling public, factory workers, and "various prisoners, school children and pensioner groups" are typical audiences is pure sophistry. You haven't played to them yet!


I have reviewed several of the other productions you mention, and I have commented on the audience before. Perhaps you did not write then because the reviews were favourable.


I am puzzled by your postscript. I was reviewing two productions, not your entire "Come Together" programme. Nor, I believe was there any onus upon me to do so. I might say however that two friends of mine, a woman and a child, were mightily annoyed at being forced to pay $12 for compulsory dinner and show to see the Aboriginal dancers, who subsequently performed for free at various venues about the city.


Might I suggest, Mr Thompson, that instead of flailing ridiculously at your critics up and down the country, you do something to ensure that your work does indeed reach the imaginary audiences you refer to.



When I see it I'll say so.

Yours faithfully,


Neil Rowe.











Downstage Theatre Company Limited.

P.O. Box 9441, Wellington New Zealand.
at the Hannah Playhouse, Telephone 849-639


12 April, 1976.


Dear Mr Rowe,






[image: DOWNSTAGE]


I have just read with interest your review of the first part of the Downstage "Come Together". Your description of the audience which went to see "Sweet Mr Shakespeare" quite intrigued me. Fur stoles, well maybe one or two. But lorgnettes.' We've been trying to get one for our prop collection for some time, but since none of us has ever seen one in Wellington, we are naturally agog with interest that you should report some at the Hannah. Perhaps on the night you saw the play there were also a few Daliks? We'd like one of those for our collection as well.


I can't wait, by the way, for your review of "the typical Downstage audience." Does it consist - I ask only as a matter of interest - of the people who saw "Gallipoli?" Is it by chance the group of people who come to see Theatre Action, Blerta, the All-Stars show from Dunedin, 
Marat/Sade, 
Equus or 
First Return? Is it perhaps the factory workers who will see 
Uncle Scrim at their workplaces this year? Or the various prisoners, school children and pensioner groups who will see the same play? Is it the Maori audience that will turn out later this year to see 
Tomorrow Will Be a Lovely Day? Or the gambling public which will see our show on the T.A.B.? Or are you yourself the typical Downstage audience?


There is an obvious reply to this letter, but unfortunately it consists of yet another of those cliches so rife in our houses of learning. One of these days you must look at the Downstage operation objectively instead of trotting out the quarter-truths which in so many student reviews masquerade as objectivity.



Yours,




P.S. Your review of our Come Together
 makes no mention of:


	Songs to Uncle Scrim

	A State of Siege

	Impulse Dance Company

	Mercury Theatre

	Fortune Theatre

	Visiging groups from Australia and Papua-New Guinea

	Yass Hakoshima

	Robert Creely

	Mervyn Thompson, 
Artistic Director.




Two shows out of ten and you call yourself a reviewer? Come on!




[image: HMMM... TOM CAMP BOWEL, IS QUOTEP HE-RE-IN THE VANKOUVER SUN-AS CLAIMING ME OUTS MARRIED THEM DIRTY HIPPIES BY TELLING THEM TO GET OUT OF 4 - SEASONS PARK BECAUSE HE KNEW THEY'D DO THE OPPOSITE AND STAY!.... ... BY THIS CUNNING STARATABEM HE WAS ABLE TO CONTAIN THEM IN THIS AREA UNH... ..HUNH! SORTA LIKE A DO-IT-YOURSELF CONCENTRATION CAMP... HUH TOM? HEH HEH ...WGT DIB'T YOU RESIGN ROM?... YOU'RE AN EMBARRASSMENT TO THE ENTIRE CATY. ...ALLAN FATHERINGHAM HAS A TERRIBLY RELEVANT COLUMN HERE ON THE SUBJECT OF WHAT'S "IN" AND "OUT"...A FORM OF MENTAL MASTURBATION INDULGED IN BY THE BOURGEOSIE DOWN HERE-ON "DESOLATION ROW"- THE CRITERION OF AN OBJECTS "IN-NESS" LIES IN ITS ABILITY TO ENHANCE SURVIVAL LESEE... WHAT ELSE THEY GOT IN HERE THE WOMAN WHO DRAWS THE "LOVE IS" CARTOONS HAS BEEN A COUPLA WEEKS AND IS APPARENTLY SALL UNAWARE THAT PEOPLE HAVE COCKY CUNTS AND RELATED APPENPAGER WMM... THE SUN REPORTERS REHMAN BLISAFULLY IGNORANT TO THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A BONGO AND A CONGA DRUM. ARTICLE AFTER ARTICLE ON THE SUBJECT OF HOW GROONY PETER AND MAGGOT TURD-O ARE SAME of SHIT FER CHRISAKE KITTY!... ARE YOU READIN THE TOILET PAPER AGAIN!!? ...I'VE WARNED YOU IT'LL TURN YER BRAIN INTO A CHEESE! THERE! THERE'S A NICE WHOLE-SOME UNDERGROUND COMIC FOR YOU TO PERUSE YE GODS! HOW CAN HAROLD READ THIS SHIT??!! GROSS PERVERSION! PONTLESS VIOLENCE!! UNADULTERATED PORNOGRAPHY!!! ...SHAMELESS DRUG ABUSE!! NEKKID WOMEN! SHE KKIP ME EM!! MIND YOU I'M A FIRM BELBER IN EVERYMAN BEING HIS OWN CENTOR SO IF THIS IS YOUR TRIP THERE'S NO REASON WHY YOU SHOULDN'T PRITTE R AWAY 50 & ON THIS SMUT-ORIENTED RAO... KINE IN NEXT WEEK AN WE'LL TELL YA WHERE TO SEND IT TO' MYSELF I PREFFER SOMETHING IN A MORE INTELLECTUAL VEIN]













Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Students' Newspaper. Volume 39, Issue 10. 24 May 1976








Dear John,




It certainly seems to be the silly season for letters. Enclosed is a letter I received recently (with my reply) from Mervyn Thompson the artistic director of Downstage. I would like to publish the letter if only to demonstrate the fatuity of Mr Thompson's arguments, and the odd notions he seems to hold about the function of the reviewer.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Students' Newspaper. Volume 39, Issue 10. 24 May 1976








Dear Mr Thompson,
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By typical I mean the people, ubiquitous at the Hannah Playhouse, who pay $12 a double ticket, and whose sole interest in being there is to disport themselves, in your expensive nightclub atmosphere. You are kidding yourself if you think their interest in theatre is genuine.


To argue that your anticipated Maori audience, the gambling public, factory workers, and "various prisoners, school children and pensioner groups" are typical audiences is pure sophistry. You haven't played to them yet!


I have reviewed several of the other productions you mention, and I have commented on the audience before. Perhaps you did not write then because the reviews were favourable.


I am puzzled by your postscript. I was reviewing two productions, not your entire "Come Together" programme. Nor, I believe was there any onus upon me to do so. I might say however that two friends of mine, a woman and a child, were mightily annoyed at being forced to pay $12 for compulsory dinner and show to see the Aboriginal dancers, who subsequently performed for free at various venues about the city.


Might I suggest, Mr Thompson, that instead of flailing ridiculously at your critics up and down the country, you do something to ensure that your work does indeed reach the imaginary audiences you refer to.



When I see it I'll say so.

Yours faithfully,


Neil Rowe.
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Downstage Theatre Company Limited.

P.O. Box 9441, Wellington New Zealand.
at the Hannah Playhouse, Telephone 849-639


12 April, 1976.


Dear Mr Rowe,






[image: DOWNSTAGE]


I have just read with interest your review of the first part of the Downstage "Come Together". Your description of the audience which went to see "Sweet Mr Shakespeare" quite intrigued me. Fur stoles, well maybe one or two. But lorgnettes.' We've been trying to get one for our prop collection for some time, but since none of us has ever seen one in Wellington, we are naturally agog with interest that you should report some at the Hannah. Perhaps on the night you saw the play there were also a few Daliks? We'd like one of those for our collection as well.


I can't wait, by the way, for your review of "the typical Downstage audience." Does it consist - I ask only as a matter of interest - of the people who saw "Gallipoli?" Is it by chance the group of people who come to see Theatre Action, Blerta, the All-Stars show from Dunedin, 
Marat/Sade, 
Equus or 
First Return? Is it perhaps the factory workers who will see 
Uncle Scrim at their workplaces this year? Or the various prisoners, school children and pensioner groups who will see the same play? Is it the Maori audience that will turn out later this year to see 
Tomorrow Will Be a Lovely Day? Or the gambling public which will see our show on the T.A.B.? Or are you yourself the typical Downstage audience?


There is an obvious reply to this letter, but unfortunately it consists of yet another of those cliches so rife in our houses of learning. One of these days you must look at the Downstage operation objectively instead of trotting out the quarter-truths which in so many student reviews masquerade as objectivity.



Yours,




P.S. Your review of our Come Together
 makes no mention of:


	Songs to Uncle Scrim

	A State of Siege

	Impulse Dance Company

	Mercury Theatre

	Fortune Theatre

	Visiging groups from Australia and Papua-New Guinea

	Yass Hakoshima

	Robert Creely

	Mervyn Thompson, 
Artistic Director.




Two shows out of ten and you call yourself a reviewer? Come on!




[image: HMMM... TOM CAMP BOWEL, IS QUOTEP HE-RE-IN THE VANKOUVER SUN-AS CLAIMING ME OUTS MARRIED THEM DIRTY HIPPIES BY TELLING THEM TO GET OUT OF 4 - SEASONS PARK BECAUSE HE KNEW THEY'D DO THE OPPOSITE AND STAY!.... ... BY THIS CUNNING STARATABEM HE WAS ABLE TO CONTAIN THEM IN THIS AREA UNH... ..HUNH! SORTA LIKE A DO-IT-YOURSELF CONCENTRATION CAMP... HUH TOM? HEH HEH ...WGT DIB'T YOU RESIGN ROM?... YOU'RE AN EMBARRASSMENT TO THE ENTIRE CATY. ...ALLAN FATHERINGHAM HAS A TERRIBLY RELEVANT COLUMN HERE ON THE SUBJECT OF WHAT'S "IN" AND "OUT"...A FORM OF MENTAL MASTURBATION INDULGED IN BY THE BOURGEOSIE DOWN HERE-ON "DESOLATION ROW"- THE CRITERION OF AN OBJECTS "IN-NESS" LIES IN ITS ABILITY TO ENHANCE SURVIVAL LESEE... WHAT ELSE THEY GOT IN HERE THE WOMAN WHO DRAWS THE "LOVE IS" CARTOONS HAS BEEN A COUPLA WEEKS AND IS APPARENTLY SALL UNAWARE THAT PEOPLE HAVE COCKY CUNTS AND RELATED APPENPAGER WMM... THE SUN REPORTERS REHMAN BLISAFULLY IGNORANT TO THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A BONGO AND A CONGA DRUM. ARTICLE AFTER ARTICLE ON THE SUBJECT OF HOW GROONY PETER AND MAGGOT TURD-O ARE SAME of SHIT FER CHRISAKE KITTY!... ARE YOU READIN THE TOILET PAPER AGAIN!!? ...I'VE WARNED YOU IT'LL TURN YER BRAIN INTO A CHEESE! THERE! THERE'S A NICE WHOLE-SOME UNDERGROUND COMIC FOR YOU TO PERUSE YE GODS! HOW CAN HAROLD READ THIS SHIT??!! GROSS PERVERSION! PONTLESS VIOLENCE!! UNADULTERATED PORNOGRAPHY!!! ...SHAMELESS DRUG ABUSE!! NEKKID WOMEN! SHE KKIP ME EM!! MIND YOU I'M A FIRM BELBER IN EVERYMAN BEING HIS OWN CENTOR SO IF THIS IS YOUR TRIP THERE'S NO REASON WHY YOU SHOULDN'T PRITTE R AWAY 50 & ON THIS SMUT-ORIENTED RAO... KINE IN NEXT WEEK AN WE'LL TELL YA WHERE TO SEND IT TO' MYSELF I PREFFER SOMETHING IN A MORE INTELLECTUAL VEIN]
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Fat Freddy's Cat and his Friends



Copyright 1974



By Gilbert Shelton & Dave Sheridan




[image: WHATS IN THIS GIGANTIC BINDLE? I SAW "FAT FREEDY" STICKING THIS STUFF IN HIS NOSE EARLIER! THOSE HUMAN'S DO SOME FUNNY THINGS! WELL, I'M GOING TO TRY SOME OF IT! SNURF AH, YES, "FAT FREDDY" SEEMS TO HAVE QUITE EXCELLENT TASTE IN PHARMACEUTICALS! YOU EVER SEEN A V.F.O.? I SAW ONE THE OTHER NIGHT! I WAS WATCHING "ALL IN THE FAMILY"... ARCHIE WAS ALL PISSED OFF BECAUSE MEATHEAD DIDN'T SHOW UP FOR DINNER! DIDJA EVER NOTICE HOW IF YOU CLOSE ONE EYE, EVERYTHING FLATTENS OUT? A PRIMITIVE SYMBOL OF THE WEDDING OF GOD AND TECHNOLOGY! I HAVE HANDS! WHY AREN'T I RUNNING THIS SHIP? EXCELSIOR! WHAT HAPPENED TO ORVILLE? HE JUST DISCOVERED WHAT MAKES "FAT FREDDY" SO SMART!]
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Letters






Dear John,






[image: Photo of five people standing around a dining table]


There appeared in Salient (17 May) two blatantly racist letters by two political pygmies who signed themselves as D. Heath and Brian Johnston, the former arrogantly assuming a mandate to represent "thousands". One should not grace such idiocy with comment but several points are noteworthy:


1) D. Heath asks "does the Union realise how few of these 
Hart stirrers have actually been to Africa to see for themselves the situation?"


This is a favourite tactic of bigots in this country who attempt to defuse protest against apartheid in South Africa by asking "have you been there?" or "What about Uganda (or Russia, China)?" Of course they have never been to Uganda (or Russia, China, etc) themselves, but that is irrelevant. We were not in Britain during the Middle Ages but we know that hundreds of people perished as a result of the Bubonic plague. Neither were we in Nazi Germany but we accept that 6 million Jews were exterminated by Hitler and his followers; that soap was made from the fat of the victims of the concentration camps.


In the case of South Africa where the art of genocide has been sophisticated by the disciples of Hitler - Balthazar Johannes Vorster and Co. - under the diabolical system of Apartheid, must people go there to check out the oppression of Blacks because the victims are 
Black, not white?


One can only hope that one of the things that D. Heath learns during his stay at University is that it is possible to learn about other countries without actually going there.


2) Most of the information distributed by 
Hart and which is dismissed by D. Heath as "the most bigoted piece of propaganda" is in fact accurate and in many cases, understated. This is because the authors of 
Hart pamphlets have attempted to present the information factually and objectively. D., Heath does not detail any specific pamphlet nor does he substantiate his claim of propaganda with any evidence so that one can only conclude that he is engaging in ignoramus's old trick of dismissing anything to which he cannot reply as "propaganda", and persons who views contrary to his own as "stirrers" or "communists".


Strangely enough D. Heath has not complained about the distribution in schools throughout NZ of apartheid material valued at approx $30 per pupil by the South African Consulate based in Wellington.


3) The infantile arguments advanced by Brian Johnston who imagines that Blacks in South Africa are aspiring to share toilets with Whites could be dismissed as faulty political potty-training, had such arguments not been regularly advanced by political cretins in this country.


The struggle in South Africa is for political and economic power, not for seats on toilet pans, Of South Africa's total population of 24 million (1974) only the 4 million Whites have the right to vote for and be elected to the central Parliament which has legislative power over the whole country, including the so-called Bautuslaus. The 20 million Blacks (Africans, Coloureds and Indians) have no representation of any kind in any of the main law-making bodies of the country.


The fruits of the Apartheid State also accrue mainly to the Whites. Of the total land area, only 13% is allocated for the Bautustans or 'homelands" of the African. 70% of the population. For the Coloureds and Indians there is not even the prospect of homelands, but only some sort of local self-government in ghetto enclosures within the White 87% of the total national income, about 70% is swallowed up by the While, who have possibl the highest standard of living in the world, though constituting only about 20% of the population. It was estimated in 1968 that the average income the Whites had was more than ten times that of the other three races combined.


This is what apartheid is all about - a life of privilege and plenty for the Whites, based on the exploitation of cheap Black labour.


4) B. Johnston says that Blacks in South Africa are better off than Blacks in other parts of Africa. This comparison is invalid. A comparison must be made between Black and white who share a single economy in a single society - our complaint is not that we are rich or poor in comparison with Blacks in the rest of Africa but that we are poor in comparison with whites in our own country and that 
we an-prevented by law from perfecting this imbalance. In any case the Black South African average per capita earning of RI64 can be bettered by 12 other African States, despite the fact that South Africa is the wealthiest and industrially most advanced State on the continent.


I could deal with both letters point by point but shall rather conclude on the issue of the proposed All Black Tour to South Africa by quoting Terry McGoverne: (Christchurch Press 28/4/76): "Should this country which prides itself on justice and human dignity for everyone fly in the face of world opinion and go rushing off to play football with people who have perfected the art of genocide to a degree unequalled in human history?"


"Should this country be offering any consolation to White South Africans who knowingly and without protest allow millions of Black people to be so slowly and systematically murdered?"




Henry Isaacs,

Foreign Representative, South African
Students' Organisation (SASO) and Southern Africa Students' Movement (SASM)








Hart Supporter Slates Heath




Dear Sir,




I view with wonder the fantastic arrogance with which the self-appointed apostle, D. Heath signed his letter "on behalf of thousands".


I am waiting for him to defeat the sick apathy which is a trademark of your average (usually particularly average) Heath by applying himself to the organisational work that it takes to start a successful Varsity Club like 
Hart, and present to me a Heath-Club membership roll running into the thousands he so boldly assumes are behind him.


Until this unlikely event transpires, however, I am bound to point out that D. Heath speaks on behalf of little but his own ethical egoism and that looking at his letter it appears unlikely that he will every be elected spokesman for anything of greater calibre than his own brain - obviously an object of very dubious value.


I wonder why it is that people who are prepared to care about a viciously oppressed race of intelligent humans (yes, Heath!) and motivated by beliefs they know to be humane and right, are prepared to organise themselves, give up their time, work hard, and put up with continual 'bombardment by illi-selves, give up their time, work hard, and put variety.


Whereas Heath and his cohorts, if he has any, just sit on their bums and gripe.


If you think its so important to have been to S.A. then why don't you go there before infecting Salient with your inane pilfle.


How on earth can you seriously write a letter based so completely upon apathy and frivolity, telling the world what the majority of the varsity thinks;'


I am of the very strong opinion that well over half the varsity supports 
Hart and until. D. Heath is willing to do enough work to prove otherwise I'll thank him to spare me his wishy-washy literary miseries.


Mr Heath, where is your support? Give me names. Do some voluntary work for a change and go and find them, these elusive thousands.


D. Heath takes great pains to point out that he didn't make darts of our handout. One assumes that he didn't know how,




J.H Scott.








Supporting South African Blacks




Dear Sir,




Brian Johnston's letter in last week's Salient sounded serious up until the third paragraph.


He asks why 
Hart is so concerned with South Africa when New Zealand has its own racial problems. I have no reason to believe that the members of 
Hart are not as concerned as anyone else about New Zealand's own race relations, but does this mean that 
Hart should turn its back on racial discrimination overseas? Obviously not there is no clash between supporting 
Hart and being involved in social work concerned with racial problems within New Zealand.


The third paragraph throws the last scent of seriousness out the back door. He states that the blacks in South Africa are well treated. Apart from being wrong he has pointed out the situation in South Africa: the life style of the blacks is determined by their treatment by the whites. Even if the blacks were not treated like animals, I could not say that having no control over their own lives was being well treated.


The merging of two cultures has always been extremely difficult and in South Africa the problem was not alleviated but aggrevated by Apartheid.


One hundred years ago the blacks in South Africa may have been what the Western world calls 'savages' (a purely relative term and hence of little descriptive value and so were another black race - the Maoris.


Does Brian Johnston think that Apartheid should have been introduced to New Zealand on these grounds?


The South African government is carrying out very minor changes, but the blacks are getting the worst of the deal. All the whites of South Africa are doing is hiding the exploitation of the blacks under the guise of separate development.



Hart may not be able to influence the four million whites in South Africa to change their policy of Apartheid but we can give a hell of a lot of support for the eighteen million blacks striving for the freedom that we New Zealanders consider our right.




N. Morrison.








Masses Respond to Criticism




Dear Ed.





Credit where Credit is Due.


Being a student for two years I have never seen as much hard work put into social events for students, eg SASRAC, Capping etc. I have attended a number of these activities and I now feel it is time for someone to give credit where credit is due.


From my assessment I have noted that Rae Mazengarb, Scott Wilson and Stephen Underwood, and some voluntary (I presume) students are always there doing the hard dirty work for which I have never seen any gratitude.


Imagine spending your free time, serving drinks, wading through beer, cleaning up filthy tables covered with cigarette butts, stale booze, and take all the responsibility that one must take, before, during and after an evening of this nature.


For my money, these exec members who are rarely mentioned in Salient, are in my opinion, the most hard working I know who will get my vote, if standing these elections.



Signed,
Observer
.







Music Society Strikes Out




Dear Sir,




Earlier this year I sat on the enrolment desk of the VUW Music Society, providing information about the society and taking annual subscriptions. I was a little peturbed when a few 1975 members declined to join up again on the grounds that the Music Society had done nothing for them.


Last year the Music Society was pretty active This year though, the activity has trebled. For example, this year for the first time we are organising regular lunch-time concerts (Wednesday 1.10pm in the Music Room) with student performers. These concerts are free, with varied and interesting programmes. Yet to date, the average audience numbers about 6 to 8 people (including the performers).


Once a month we provide an evening concert, featuring a Wellington professional musician, and some of the best student performances. These evenings are quite informal concerts of a very high standard, with coffee (or wine) and cheese and biscuits to follow. There is a small admission fee (with members discount) to cover cost, yet rarely ever do we brake even. The largest audience I have counted this year is 24.


Advertising for all of our concern is extensive (though 
Salient doesn't always remember to print our ads), and it is done through hours of voluntary work by committee members (with help from printing press and poster paints), so we doubt it is the publicity that is at fault.


It seems to me that when people joined this society in March (and we have approx. 120 members on our mailing list), it was because they saw value in the work we were doing. No doubt these same people go to concerts in town and applaud furiously when the professional musicians walk out onto the platform. Do they ever stop to consider where these musicians acquire their performing experience?


A sizeable proportion of our student performers are aiming for that same professional platform, and many are now at a stage where they need the performing experience required to overcome the difficulties of playing before what should be sympathetic though critical audiences. So where are they?


All it really requires is a little effort from those on the listening end to get up and help their contemporaries to make the grade to replace the ever transient flow of professional musicians to and from NZ. Let any 1976 Musoc members come to me at the end of the year and ask what the Music Society has done for them, and he prepared to defend themselves, for I shall be ready to do battle!


K Culliford (Musoc Concert Organiser). ps We have an operatic production (The Dragon of Wartley) coming up in June. I shall observe the audience attendance with interest.






Salient Worker Defends Editorial




Dear John,




I might have expected reaction to my editorial such as given by S.P. Mark in last weeks issue. Here is a perfect example my friends, of the type of person that allows a authoritarian reactionary like Muldoon to remain as leader of our country.


I agree that New Zealand has incurred a large overseas debt (which is the problem which S.P. Mark attributes to Labours irresponsibility). This is due to the dilemma of New Zealand as a capitalist/welfare state, This has been taking place for many years now not just since 1972 as my misinformed friend would have you think.


You accuse Muldoon of speaking the truth. This truth is his truth - it is the truth of the bourgeois class that he comes from. Muldoons kind can see the 'New Zealand the way they want it' slipping away, and his supposedly tough measures are just a desperate attempt to recapture the prosperity they once knew.


I repeat for your benefit, S-P. Mark, whoever you are; Muldoon is a dangerous man who uses the promise of a mandate to fix up the country to bash unions, bash the working classes down even further and then have the outright audacity to blame the country's problems on (and I quote) 'communists in unions, the Socialist Unity Party, British trade unionist importing suicidal class conflict, churchmen, the Labour Party, 
Hart bikies, Islanders etc., etc.


Muldoon knows every political trick in the book, my friend, from scapegoating, to his economic policy which is duplicated from the books of Milton Friedman and the boys at the University of Chicago. When Muldoon does crumble, S.P. Mark and all his kind can have a big laugh I only hope that by that time, not too much irreparable damage will have been done to New Zealand.



Yours etc.
A Salient Worker.




ps. My guest editorial was a solo effort and does not necessarily reflect editorial policy.







Henderson (alias Jim Watson) Confesses




Dear Sir,




When I told Gary Henderson that I was James V. (or Jim or Nobilo Murgatroyd if you bloody like) Watson I assumed that as an 'open and honest' person Gary would cease his end of the ridiculous debate which is at present was ting the letters pages of 
Salient. I assumed wrong.


Why do Christian tongues never come into contact with Christian cheeks?




John Henderson.











Corrections to "Russians Are Coming"




Dear John,






Letters can be handed in at the letter box just inside the 
Salient office or handed in to the editor personally. However if you wish to pay 8c postage then send your letters to PO Box 1347, Wellington. Letters should be double spaced and on one side of the paper only.



Unfortunately some paragraphs in my article on superpower contention were transposed in last week's 'Salient'. I would be grateful if you would publish the following correction:




Global Naval Strategy



A fairly complete picture of superpower rivalry is gained from considering global naval strategy.



The US is located between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. The Panama Canal links its Atlantic and Pacific fleets. When its fleets sail from the Atlantic towards the east, or from the Pacific towards the west, the Mediterranean and Indian Ocean form intermediate pivots. With these pivots under US control. US naval fleets can coordinate with each other in the various oceans.



The Soviet Union is working to break up US naval deployment and bring the pivots under its control. Should it control them. Soviet fleets can coordinate with each other To the west, they can support Warsaw Pact forces on the European continent, subjecting West Europe to pincer attacks from land, sea and air. To the cast, they can sail into the Pacific, link with the Soviet Pacific fleet, deal first with the US Pacific fleet, second with Japan and then with other Asian countries.



To this end, the Soviet navy first entered the Mediterranean permanently in 1964. From an average of 5 ships then, the Black Sea-Mediterranean fleet stands at 65 surface warships and 25 subs.



The Soviet Union entered the Indian Ocean for the first time in 1968. Its presence has risen from 600 warship-days in 1969 to 3000 warship-days in 1975. If amphibious and support ships are added, the total was 7000 ship-days (equivalent 19 ships) in 1975, down from 10.000 ship-days in 1974. The individual striking power of the ships is being steadily improved.



The Indian Ocean task force of about 4 warships, often a missile-armed cruiser, a couple of destroyers and a sub or two, peels off the Pacific fleet and enters the Indian Ocean through the Straits of Malacca. The USSR insists that these straits must he 'internationalized' and kept for 'free passage 'so that it retains easy a access to the Indian Ocean from the Pacific.



At the end of 1975, the US Indian Ocean task force could refuel at 18 friendly ports, compared with 13 for the Soviet Union. Since 1969 most countries on the periphery of the Indian Ocean have recewed frequent and often prolonged, visits from Soviet naval units.



Apart from its base at Berbera in Somalia, the Soviet Union has do king facilities of Aden, Bosta, Umm Oscar, Bombay, Madras and Chittagoing. In addition it has mooring buoys outside the territonal waters of So otra, the Seychelles and the Chagos Archipelago.


In addition, the sentence referring to the Murmansk base should read: 
"The Murmansk base has been expanded and the White Sea-Balts canal widened to allow destroyers to pass through and link the Soviet Northern and Baltic fleets."




Yours fraternally,


Terry Auld.






Apologies for the layout error, I hope this rectified it - Ed.







International Catholic Conspiracy Exposed




Dear Sir,




I wish to reply to the clever misrepresentation used by the anonymous writer 'Mick' whose letter was entitled 'Catholics and Democracy', He hides, or at least does not reveal, the the Students Association Executive is primarily a body chosen to represent people as students whereas the University Catholic


Society (like its Australian counterpart the Newman Society) - bring part of official Catholic Action - represents the interests of people as Catholics as distinct to their identity as university students.


He also does not reveal that University Catholic Action is a transition between the junior Catholic Action organisations such as the Young Christian Students and the senior organisations such as the Legion of Marv, St. Thomas More Guild and the Knights of the Southern Cross.


Likewise, he does not reveal that official Catholic representation on the Students Association Executive is a tactical move whereby Students Association policy and thinking can be moulded to conform with the social doctrine of the Roman Catholic Church. The seriousness of the situation can be judged by the fact that in the 'outside world' Catholic Action has very definite policies for foreign affairs, defence, national development, economic policy, social services, immigration, taxation, education, agriculture, labour and industry. There is hardly any field of public policy in which Catholic Action does not have an interest.


In general, Roman Catholic social policy is based on the Roman Catholic 'Corporate State' as described in the Papal Encyclical 'Quadragesimo An no' which deals with reconstructing the 'social order' (Catholic Style), It is not Capitalism, it is not Communism, and it is not Democracy in the sense of allowing freedom of thought.


Since this is probably too 'relevant' to be taught at University, those students who want an introduction to the mysterious underworld of Catholic Action are invited to purchase copies of my booklet "A Look at Catholic Action and the New Zealand Political Scene'. $1.00 per copy from P. O. Box 1479, Wgin. Incidentally I propose to sell copies on the campus in the near future. Donald J. Beswick.






Couper on Chilean Wine




Dear John,




In last week's article on wine, there was a recommendation of 'Gato Negro from Chile'.


It went on to describe this as 'pleasant, soft red good buying' which is all very well if you can divorce politics and eating. For buying this wine is supporting the regime of General Pinochet that has been denounced throughout the world.


Its relationship to the CIA and its use of torture have both been undeniably proved. Therefore I urge everybody to boycott this win. (and all other Chilean goods).




Gerard Couper.





ps I am shocked and dismayed.







Telford on Goodger on Abortion




Dear Sir.




Re Ms Kav Goodger's letter in 
Salient(issue 8). I find no real answers to my objections to WONAC's submission in the Royal Commission on Contraception. Sterilisation and Abortion. (1 ) The submission presumes that legalising abortion will stop 'backstreet abortions', (2) It ignores the serious dangers to a woman's health from induced abortion, (3) It fails to have any regard to the right of the unborn child to lire.


Ms Goodger states 'Of the countries listed by Telford....none allow abortion on request". This is false. "In some countries, such as Japan and the Eastern Communist countries, the social grounds have been so broadly interpreted that...for all practical purposes abortion is practised at the request of the woman"(1) [Yet illegal abortion Still continues there].


In the Eastern bloc countries, abortion is considered a right of the woman to decide the outcome of her pregnancy. Only in two countries, Bulgaria and Rumania, has the law been changed to restrict abortion on demand.


What Ms Goodger fails to state is that Bulgaria has changed its law as increasing evidence suggests the danger of abortion to a woman's health and subsequent child bearing.


Some of the other countries are realising the dangers also. So in Hungary, a woman seeking an abortion is reminded of the dangers of sterility and subsequent abnormal pregnancy. But the ultimate decision remains herss.


This reminder seems a restriction to Ms Goodger. To me, it seems common sense and compassion and concern for the health of the woman - sentiments noticeable by their absence from the WONAAC submission.


Ms Goodger to show the safety of abortion quotes from Guttmacher's study of 'Liberalised Abortion in New York'. Yet in the same state, the Medical Society of New York State warned its members in 1970 that 'abortions done after the 12th week of pregnancy are fraught with tremendous dangers"(2). "In the majority of countries, including New York State, a woman is more likely to die from legal abortion than she is if she were to carry the pregnancy to term" (31).


WONAAC, to support their claim that abortion is safer than childbirth, speak only of mortality rates. That is only half the truth. They consistently ignore the complications from induced abortion which include sterility, significant haemorrhage, pelvic infection, perforation of the uterus.


Dismissing, as Ms Goodger does, the 'Wynn Report' as "infamous" and "highly selective" is only name-calling and convinces on one. It matters little who the report was financed by, the facts it contains are what matters.


It was researched by two experienced medical researchers from 75 medical papers from many countries. Their conclusion and that of other researchers (eg 
Gardiner The Abortion Dilemma' "One thing is abundantly clear and that is the claim that the procedure is without risk is quite unfounded, at whatever stage the operation be performed" p 220) is that abortion is a risky and often dangerous procedure "Despite new techniques, abortion carries a very real short-term and long-term morbidity, not least sub fertility" (4).


The rights of the unborn have been established for centuries. One of the oldest law codes - the Assyrian of 1500 BC - prohibits abortion.


The legal protection of fetal life represents a 700 year old tradition in English common-law. WONAAC dismisses the laws progressive recognition of the rights and 
[
unclear: humunity] of the unborn child as chauvinism. Many (until now) have called it the progress of civilisation. The Anglo-American law of property recognises the unburn as a person with rights from 1795 (Doe v Clark). The 1798 case Thellusson v Woodford confirmed that unborn children are entitled to all the privileges of other persons (5).


Dismissing the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights as only the decision of "a collection of representatives of governments" is hardly a considered judgement on what has become a landmark in international understanding and agreement.


It has renewed at the International Human Rights Conference, in Teheran, in May 1968.


It embodies the judgement of the world's civilized nations on the status of the unborn - and it is unanimous in declaring the rights of the unborn child.


WONAAC considers (he foetus is "a potential human being, a potential person" whatever that may mean.


They are entitled to their opinion as I am to mine. However what both sides must take into account is the scientific evidence about the humanity of the foetus. In no way does it support WONAAC's opinion.


'The abundance or scientific evidence for the living continuum should obviate the need of an explicit defence of the human status of the embryo. Science simply presents the fact that human life begins with fertilisation and contues until death" (6).


A separate human being - distinct from the mother exists at conception. The child has a different chromosomal makeup, (46 chromosomes) and belongs to the human species. The scientist and biologist find no change of nature - from non-human (or 'potential human') to human. The process


When the heart of the embry o beings to beat al 18 days after Conception, could WONAAC please tell me what kind of heart is beating - a non-human one? When at 30 days, the child has a brain, eyes, ears, mouth, kidney, liver what species do they belong to?.


Ms Goodger considers I am muddled in my thinking "all or most woman seeking abortion would really rather have a child". It is she who has misunderstood my letter. My concern is that all society is presently hoping to offer women is an abortion, as a solution to her problem associated with pregnancy.


E.P. McCormick in her study 'Attitudess to Abortion'(7) says 'The one overriding and recurrent theme throughout the interviews was the conviction expressed by many of the women that abortion was the only way out of their dilemna'.


The solution to the problem associated with pregnancy is more support from society, not the destruction of a child.



Sincerely yours,

Carl Telford.





References:
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	P. Duffy. The Politics of Abortion. 1971. Alba, p29


	(2)
	op. cit. p 219


	(3)
	op. cit. p 220


	(4)
	British Medical. Journal, editorial. 20 January 1973


	(5)
	op. cit. Duffy p 172


	(6)
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Apathy - But Who Cares?




Dear Sir and/or Madam,




I wish to complain about the number of continued and seemingly unsubstantiated generalisations that appear on the pages of this magazine under the heading of 'Letters'.


Many of these literary efforts are nothing more than complete chicken shit. Take my own letter for example, and if you like it, print it!.


There is too much argumentum ad hominem for my liking and incidently, I couldn't give a stuff about Henderson, John and/or Gary!


Neither do I give a stuff whether you print this letter or not!



Yours etc.,

Cyril Bumtrinket,

Pres. - Sec. Tres.
Thorndon Apathy League.







Suggestions Placing the Faces




Dear Sir,




Having read the article on page 3 of last week's issue of Salient asking interested parties to identify the five persons leaving SIS Headquarters, we would like to point out the following facts.


The woman pictured on the left is Patricia Ahortlett, a prominent subversive who once belonged to an organisation known as the Little Company of Maryanne the Only Virgin in the Land, which is banned in the Soviet Union. Our files show she is still inactive and has been seen at various Royal Commissions.


The man on the right is Sir Donald Blunderbuss, a former doctor of medicine to a foreign head of state. He is wanted for stealing the carnation (in his lapel) by local authorities.


The man wearing glasses, on the left is none other than the American ambassador, E. Alexander Nixon the Third, Junior, who is a soc social climber having hosted both Robert Muldoon and Nelson Rockerfeller in the same night.


The man in the middle is wearing a thick tic He is Edward Frisbec, a former underwear secretary at Labour Inc. He was sacked" on November the 29th of last year for bad management.


The most startling revelation is of the man shown on the right.


He was followed by F.V.C and K, all SIS agents after he passed a Russian diplomat in Willis Street. The diplomat was smiling. So was he! A contract on his life is at present open and the hit mam (recently returned from jobs in China, Korea, Japan and England, all countries with large (massive) Asian populations) is at present making his way to Wellington. The problem is; of the electric railcars that haven't been cancelled, one has been derailed, one has fallen apart and there is a power strike this week, so Piggy (as he is 
Only known) may not make it this week.


I hope this information has been of assistance to our friends the 
Country Deleted people.




Yours faithfully.


Clarence Kelly,

Federal Bureau of Incompetence,
Washington DC
USA Z0001




PS The cartoon on page 18 was bloody funny. Pity his dick was hidden in the shadows. Us jokers in the Bureau love to investigate a real prick occasionally.




[image: Cartoon of a donkey and a tiger]
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Dear John,






[image: Photo of five people standing around a dining table]


There appeared in Salient (17 May) two blatantly racist letters by two political pygmies who signed themselves as D. Heath and Brian Johnston, the former arrogantly assuming a mandate to represent "thousands". One should not grace such idiocy with comment but several points are noteworthy:


1) D. Heath asks "does the Union realise how few of these 
Hart stirrers have actually been to Africa to see for themselves the situation?"


This is a favourite tactic of bigots in this country who attempt to defuse protest against apartheid in South Africa by asking "have you been there?" or "What about Uganda (or Russia, China)?" Of course they have never been to Uganda (or Russia, China, etc) themselves, but that is irrelevant. We were not in Britain during the Middle Ages but we know that hundreds of people perished as a result of the Bubonic plague. Neither were we in Nazi Germany but we accept that 6 million Jews were exterminated by Hitler and his followers; that soap was made from the fat of the victims of the concentration camps.


In the case of South Africa where the art of genocide has been sophisticated by the disciples of Hitler - Balthazar Johannes Vorster and Co. - under the diabolical system of Apartheid, must people go there to check out the oppression of Blacks because the victims are 
Black, not white?


One can only hope that one of the things that D. Heath learns during his stay at University is that it is possible to learn about other countries without actually going there.


2) Most of the information distributed by 
Hart and which is dismissed by D. Heath as "the most bigoted piece of propaganda" is in fact accurate and in many cases, understated. This is because the authors of 
Hart pamphlets have attempted to present the information factually and objectively. D., Heath does not detail any specific pamphlet nor does he substantiate his claim of propaganda with any evidence so that one can only conclude that he is engaging in ignoramus's old trick of dismissing anything to which he cannot reply as "propaganda", and persons who views contrary to his own as "stirrers" or "communists".


Strangely enough D. Heath has not complained about the distribution in schools throughout NZ of apartheid material valued at approx $30 per pupil by the South African Consulate based in Wellington.


3) The infantile arguments advanced by Brian Johnston who imagines that Blacks in South Africa are aspiring to share toilets with Whites could be dismissed as faulty political potty-training, had such arguments not been regularly advanced by political cretins in this country.


The struggle in South Africa is for political and economic power, not for seats on toilet pans, Of South Africa's total population of 24 million (1974) only the 4 million Whites have the right to vote for and be elected to the central Parliament which has legislative power over the whole country, including the so-called Bautuslaus. The 20 million Blacks (Africans, Coloureds and Indians) have no representation of any kind in any of the main law-making bodies of the country.


The fruits of the Apartheid State also accrue mainly to the Whites. Of the total land area, only 13% is allocated for the Bautustans or 'homelands" of the African. 70% of the population. For the Coloureds and Indians there is not even the prospect of homelands, but only some sort of local self-government in ghetto enclosures within the White 87% of the total national income, about 70% is swallowed up by the While, who have possibl the highest standard of living in the world, though constituting only about 20% of the population. It was estimated in 1968 that the average income the Whites had was more than ten times that of the other three races combined.


This is what apartheid is all about - a life of privilege and plenty for the Whites, based on the exploitation of cheap Black labour.


4) B. Johnston says that Blacks in South Africa are better off than Blacks in other parts of Africa. This comparison is invalid. A comparison must be made between Black and white who share a single economy in a single society - our complaint is not that we are rich or poor in comparison with Blacks in the rest of Africa but that we are poor in comparison with whites in our own country and that 
we an-prevented by law from perfecting this imbalance. In any case the Black South African average per capita earning of RI64 can be bettered by 12 other African States, despite the fact that South Africa is the wealthiest and industrially most advanced State on the continent.


I could deal with both letters point by point but shall rather conclude on the issue of the proposed All Black Tour to South Africa by quoting Terry McGoverne: (Christchurch Press 28/4/76): "Should this country which prides itself on justice and human dignity for everyone fly in the face of world opinion and go rushing off to play football with people who have perfected the art of genocide to a degree unequalled in human history?"


"Should this country be offering any consolation to White South Africans who knowingly and without protest allow millions of Black people to be so slowly and systematically murdered?"




Henry Isaacs,

Foreign Representative, South African
Students' Organisation (SASO) and Southern Africa Students' Movement (SASM)
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Hart Supporter Slates Heath





Hart Supporter Slates Heath




Dear Sir,




I view with wonder the fantastic arrogance with which the self-appointed apostle, D. Heath signed his letter "on behalf of thousands".


I am waiting for him to defeat the sick apathy which is a trademark of your average (usually particularly average) Heath by applying himself to the organisational work that it takes to start a successful Varsity Club like 
Hart, and present to me a Heath-Club membership roll running into the thousands he so boldly assumes are behind him.


Until this unlikely event transpires, however, I am bound to point out that D. Heath speaks on behalf of little but his own ethical egoism and that looking at his letter it appears unlikely that he will every be elected spokesman for anything of greater calibre than his own brain - obviously an object of very dubious value.


I wonder why it is that people who are prepared to care about a viciously oppressed race of intelligent humans (yes, Heath!) and motivated by beliefs they know to be humane and right, are prepared to organise themselves, give up their time, work hard, and put up with continual 'bombardment by illi-selves, give up their time, work hard, and put variety.


Whereas Heath and his cohorts, if he has any, just sit on their bums and gripe.


If you think its so important to have been to S.A. then why don't you go there before infecting Salient with your inane pilfle.


How on earth can you seriously write a letter based so completely upon apathy and frivolity, telling the world what the majority of the varsity thinks;'


I am of the very strong opinion that well over half the varsity supports 
Hart and until. D. Heath is willing to do enough work to prove otherwise I'll thank him to spare me his wishy-washy literary miseries.


Mr Heath, where is your support? Give me names. Do some voluntary work for a change and go and find them, these elusive thousands.


D. Heath takes great pains to point out that he didn't make darts of our handout. One assumes that he didn't know how,




J.H Scott.
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Supporting South African Blacks




Supporting South African Blacks




Dear Sir,




Brian Johnston's letter in last week's Salient sounded serious up until the third paragraph.


He asks why 
Hart is so concerned with South Africa when New Zealand has its own racial problems. I have no reason to believe that the members of 
Hart are not as concerned as anyone else about New Zealand's own race relations, but does this mean that 
Hart should turn its back on racial discrimination overseas? Obviously not there is no clash between supporting 
Hart and being involved in social work concerned with racial problems within New Zealand.


The third paragraph throws the last scent of seriousness out the back door. He states that the blacks in South Africa are well treated. Apart from being wrong he has pointed out the situation in South Africa: the life style of the blacks is determined by their treatment by the whites. Even if the blacks were not treated like animals, I could not say that having no control over their own lives was being well treated.


The merging of two cultures has always been extremely difficult and in South Africa the problem was not alleviated but aggrevated by Apartheid.


One hundred years ago the blacks in South Africa may have been what the Western world calls 'savages' (a purely relative term and hence of little descriptive value and so were another black race - the Maoris.


Does Brian Johnston think that Apartheid should have been introduced to New Zealand on these grounds?


The South African government is carrying out very minor changes, but the blacks are getting the worst of the deal. All the whites of South Africa are doing is hiding the exploitation of the blacks under the guise of separate development.



Hart may not be able to influence the four million whites in South Africa to change their policy of Apartheid but we can give a hell of a lot of support for the eighteen million blacks striving for the freedom that we New Zealanders consider our right.




N. Morrison.
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Masses Respond to Criticism




Dear Ed.





Credit where Credit is Due.


Being a student for two years I have never seen as much hard work put into social events for students, eg SASRAC, Capping etc. I have attended a number of these activities and I now feel it is time for someone to give credit where credit is due.


From my assessment I have noted that Rae Mazengarb, Scott Wilson and Stephen Underwood, and some voluntary (I presume) students are always there doing the hard dirty work for which I have never seen any gratitude.


Imagine spending your free time, serving drinks, wading through beer, cleaning up filthy tables covered with cigarette butts, stale booze, and take all the responsibility that one must take, before, during and after an evening of this nature.


For my money, these exec members who are rarely mentioned in Salient, are in my opinion, the most hard working I know who will get my vote, if standing these elections.



Signed,
Observer
.
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Music Society Strikes Out




Dear Sir,




Earlier this year I sat on the enrolment desk of the VUW Music Society, providing information about the society and taking annual subscriptions. I was a little peturbed when a few 1975 members declined to join up again on the grounds that the Music Society had done nothing for them.


Last year the Music Society was pretty active This year though, the activity has trebled. For example, this year for the first time we are organising regular lunch-time concerts (Wednesday 1.10pm in the Music Room) with student performers. These concerts are free, with varied and interesting programmes. Yet to date, the average audience numbers about 6 to 8 people (including the performers).


Once a month we provide an evening concert, featuring a Wellington professional musician, and some of the best student performances. These evenings are quite informal concerts of a very high standard, with coffee (or wine) and cheese and biscuits to follow. There is a small admission fee (with members discount) to cover cost, yet rarely ever do we brake even. The largest audience I have counted this year is 24.


Advertising for all of our concern is extensive (though 
Salient doesn't always remember to print our ads), and it is done through hours of voluntary work by committee members (with help from printing press and poster paints), so we doubt it is the publicity that is at fault.


It seems to me that when people joined this society in March (and we have approx. 120 members on our mailing list), it was because they saw value in the work we were doing. No doubt these same people go to concerts in town and applaud furiously when the professional musicians walk out onto the platform. Do they ever stop to consider where these musicians acquire their performing experience?


A sizeable proportion of our student performers are aiming for that same professional platform, and many are now at a stage where they need the performing experience required to overcome the difficulties of playing before what should be sympathetic though critical audiences. So where are they?


All it really requires is a little effort from those on the listening end to get up and help their contemporaries to make the grade to replace the ever transient flow of professional musicians to and from NZ. Let any 1976 Musoc members come to me at the end of the year and ask what the Music Society has done for them, and he prepared to defend themselves, for I shall be ready to do battle!


K Culliford (Musoc Concert Organiser). ps We have an operatic production (The Dragon of Wartley) coming up in June. I shall observe the audience attendance with interest.
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Salient Worker Defends Editorial




Salient Worker Defends Editorial




Dear John,




I might have expected reaction to my editorial such as given by S.P. Mark in last weeks issue. Here is a perfect example my friends, of the type of person that allows a authoritarian reactionary like Muldoon to remain as leader of our country.


I agree that New Zealand has incurred a large overseas debt (which is the problem which S.P. Mark attributes to Labours irresponsibility). This is due to the dilemma of New Zealand as a capitalist/welfare state, This has been taking place for many years now not just since 1972 as my misinformed friend would have you think.


You accuse Muldoon of speaking the truth. This truth is his truth - it is the truth of the bourgeois class that he comes from. Muldoons kind can see the 'New Zealand the way they want it' slipping away, and his supposedly tough measures are just a desperate attempt to recapture the prosperity they once knew.


I repeat for your benefit, S-P. Mark, whoever you are; Muldoon is a dangerous man who uses the promise of a mandate to fix up the country to bash unions, bash the working classes down even further and then have the outright audacity to blame the country's problems on (and I quote) 'communists in unions, the Socialist Unity Party, British trade unionist importing suicidal class conflict, churchmen, the Labour Party, 
Hart bikies, Islanders etc., etc.


Muldoon knows every political trick in the book, my friend, from scapegoating, to his economic policy which is duplicated from the books of Milton Friedman and the boys at the University of Chicago. When Muldoon does crumble, S.P. Mark and all his kind can have a big laugh I only hope that by that time, not too much irreparable damage will have been done to New Zealand.



Yours etc.
A Salient Worker.




ps. My guest editorial was a solo effort and does not necessarily reflect editorial policy.
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Henderson (alias Jim Watson) Confesses




Henderson (alias Jim Watson) Confesses




Dear Sir,




When I told Gary Henderson that I was James V. (or Jim or Nobilo Murgatroyd if you bloody like) Watson I assumed that as an 'open and honest' person Gary would cease his end of the ridiculous debate which is at present was ting the letters pages of 
Salient. I assumed wrong.


Why do Christian tongues never come into contact with Christian cheeks?




John Henderson.
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Corrections to "Russians Are Coming"




Dear John,






Letters can be handed in at the letter box just inside the 
Salient office or handed in to the editor personally. However if you wish to pay 8c postage then send your letters to PO Box 1347, Wellington. Letters should be double spaced and on one side of the paper only.



Unfortunately some paragraphs in my article on superpower contention were transposed in last week's 'Salient'. I would be grateful if you would publish the following correction:




Global Naval Strategy



A fairly complete picture of superpower rivalry is gained from considering global naval strategy.



The US is located between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. The Panama Canal links its Atlantic and Pacific fleets. When its fleets sail from the Atlantic towards the east, or from the Pacific towards the west, the Mediterranean and Indian Ocean form intermediate pivots. With these pivots under US control. US naval fleets can coordinate with each other in the various oceans.



The Soviet Union is working to break up US naval deployment and bring the pivots under its control. Should it control them. Soviet fleets can coordinate with each other To the west, they can support Warsaw Pact forces on the European continent, subjecting West Europe to pincer attacks from land, sea and air. To the cast, they can sail into the Pacific, link with the Soviet Pacific fleet, deal first with the US Pacific fleet, second with Japan and then with other Asian countries.



To this end, the Soviet navy first entered the Mediterranean permanently in 1964. From an average of 5 ships then, the Black Sea-Mediterranean fleet stands at 65 surface warships and 25 subs.



The Soviet Union entered the Indian Ocean for the first time in 1968. Its presence has risen from 600 warship-days in 1969 to 3000 warship-days in 1975. If amphibious and support ships are added, the total was 7000 ship-days (equivalent 19 ships) in 1975, down from 10.000 ship-days in 1974. The individual striking power of the ships is being steadily improved.



The Indian Ocean task force of about 4 warships, often a missile-armed cruiser, a couple of destroyers and a sub or two, peels off the Pacific fleet and enters the Indian Ocean through the Straits of Malacca. The USSR insists that these straits must he 'internationalized' and kept for 'free passage 'so that it retains easy a access to the Indian Ocean from the Pacific.



At the end of 1975, the US Indian Ocean task force could refuel at 18 friendly ports, compared with 13 for the Soviet Union. Since 1969 most countries on the periphery of the Indian Ocean have recewed frequent and often prolonged, visits from Soviet naval units.



Apart from its base at Berbera in Somalia, the Soviet Union has do king facilities of Aden, Bosta, Umm Oscar, Bombay, Madras and Chittagoing. In addition it has mooring buoys outside the territonal waters of So otra, the Seychelles and the Chagos Archipelago.


In addition, the sentence referring to the Murmansk base should read: 
"The Murmansk base has been expanded and the White Sea-Balts canal widened to allow destroyers to pass through and link the Soviet Northern and Baltic fleets."




Yours fraternally,


Terry Auld.






Apologies for the layout error, I hope this rectified it - Ed.
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International Catholic Conspiracy Exposed




Dear Sir,




I wish to reply to the clever misrepresentation used by the anonymous writer 'Mick' whose letter was entitled 'Catholics and Democracy', He hides, or at least does not reveal, the the Students Association Executive is primarily a body chosen to represent people as students whereas the University Catholic


Society (like its Australian counterpart the Newman Society) - bring part of official Catholic Action - represents the interests of people as Catholics as distinct to their identity as university students.


He also does not reveal that University Catholic Action is a transition between the junior Catholic Action organisations such as the Young Christian Students and the senior organisations such as the Legion of Marv, St. Thomas More Guild and the Knights of the Southern Cross.


Likewise, he does not reveal that official Catholic representation on the Students Association Executive is a tactical move whereby Students Association policy and thinking can be moulded to conform with the social doctrine of the Roman Catholic Church. The seriousness of the situation can be judged by the fact that in the 'outside world' Catholic Action has very definite policies for foreign affairs, defence, national development, economic policy, social services, immigration, taxation, education, agriculture, labour and industry. There is hardly any field of public policy in which Catholic Action does not have an interest.


In general, Roman Catholic social policy is based on the Roman Catholic 'Corporate State' as described in the Papal Encyclical 'Quadragesimo An no' which deals with reconstructing the 'social order' (Catholic Style), It is not Capitalism, it is not Communism, and it is not Democracy in the sense of allowing freedom of thought.


Since this is probably too 'relevant' to be taught at University, those students who want an introduction to the mysterious underworld of Catholic Action are invited to purchase copies of my booklet "A Look at Catholic Action and the New Zealand Political Scene'. $1.00 per copy from P. O. Box 1479, Wgin. Incidentally I propose to sell copies on the campus in the near future. Donald J. Beswick.
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Couper on Chilean Wine




Couper on Chilean Wine




Dear John,




In last week's article on wine, there was a recommendation of 'Gato Negro from Chile'.


It went on to describe this as 'pleasant, soft red good buying' which is all very well if you can divorce politics and eating. For buying this wine is supporting the regime of General Pinochet that has been denounced throughout the world.


Its relationship to the CIA and its use of torture have both been undeniably proved. Therefore I urge everybody to boycott this win. (and all other Chilean goods).




Gerard Couper.





ps I am shocked and dismayed.
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Telford on Goodger on Abortion




Dear Sir.




Re Ms Kav Goodger's letter in 
Salient(issue 8). I find no real answers to my objections to WONAC's submission in the Royal Commission on Contraception. Sterilisation and Abortion. (1 ) The submission presumes that legalising abortion will stop 'backstreet abortions', (2) It ignores the serious dangers to a woman's health from induced abortion, (3) It fails to have any regard to the right of the unborn child to lire.


Ms Goodger states 'Of the countries listed by Telford....none allow abortion on request". This is false. "In some countries, such as Japan and the Eastern Communist countries, the social grounds have been so broadly interpreted that...for all practical purposes abortion is practised at the request of the woman"(1) [Yet illegal abortion Still continues there].


In the Eastern bloc countries, abortion is considered a right of the woman to decide the outcome of her pregnancy. Only in two countries, Bulgaria and Rumania, has the law been changed to restrict abortion on demand.


What Ms Goodger fails to state is that Bulgaria has changed its law as increasing evidence suggests the danger of abortion to a woman's health and subsequent child bearing.


Some of the other countries are realising the dangers also. So in Hungary, a woman seeking an abortion is reminded of the dangers of sterility and subsequent abnormal pregnancy. But the ultimate decision remains herss.


This reminder seems a restriction to Ms Goodger. To me, it seems common sense and compassion and concern for the health of the woman - sentiments noticeable by their absence from the WONAAC submission.


Ms Goodger to show the safety of abortion quotes from Guttmacher's study of 'Liberalised Abortion in New York'. Yet in the same state, the Medical Society of New York State warned its members in 1970 that 'abortions done after the 12th week of pregnancy are fraught with tremendous dangers"(2). "In the majority of countries, including New York State, a woman is more likely to die from legal abortion than she is if she were to carry the pregnancy to term" (31).


WONAAC, to support their claim that abortion is safer than childbirth, speak only of mortality rates. That is only half the truth. They consistently ignore the complications from induced abortion which include sterility, significant haemorrhage, pelvic infection, perforation of the uterus.


Dismissing, as Ms Goodger does, the 'Wynn Report' as "infamous" and "highly selective" is only name-calling and convinces on one. It matters little who the report was financed by, the facts it contains are what matters.


It was researched by two experienced medical researchers from 75 medical papers from many countries. Their conclusion and that of other researchers (eg 
Gardiner The Abortion Dilemma' "One thing is abundantly clear and that is the claim that the procedure is without risk is quite unfounded, at whatever stage the operation be performed" p 220) is that abortion is a risky and often dangerous procedure "Despite new techniques, abortion carries a very real short-term and long-term morbidity, not least sub fertility" (4).


The rights of the unborn have been established for centuries. One of the oldest law codes - the Assyrian of 1500 BC - prohibits abortion.


The legal protection of fetal life represents a 700 year old tradition in English common-law. WONAAC dismisses the laws progressive recognition of the rights and 
[
unclear: humunity] of the unborn child as chauvinism. Many (until now) have called it the progress of civilisation. The Anglo-American law of property recognises the unburn as a person with rights from 1795 (Doe v Clark). The 1798 case Thellusson v Woodford confirmed that unborn children are entitled to all the privileges of other persons (5).


Dismissing the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights as only the decision of "a collection of representatives of governments" is hardly a considered judgement on what has become a landmark in international understanding and agreement.


It has renewed at the International Human Rights Conference, in Teheran, in May 1968.


It embodies the judgement of the world's civilized nations on the status of the unborn - and it is unanimous in declaring the rights of the unborn child.


WONAAC considers (he foetus is "a potential human being, a potential person" whatever that may mean.


They are entitled to their opinion as I am to mine. However what both sides must take into account is the scientific evidence about the humanity of the foetus. In no way does it support WONAAC's opinion.


'The abundance or scientific evidence for the living continuum should obviate the need of an explicit defence of the human status of the embryo. Science simply presents the fact that human life begins with fertilisation and contues until death" (6).


A separate human being - distinct from the mother exists at conception. The child has a different chromosomal makeup, (46 chromosomes) and belongs to the human species. The scientist and biologist find no change of nature - from non-human (or 'potential human') to human. The process


When the heart of the embry o beings to beat al 18 days after Conception, could WONAAC please tell me what kind of heart is beating - a non-human one? When at 30 days, the child has a brain, eyes, ears, mouth, kidney, liver what species do they belong to?.


Ms Goodger considers I am muddled in my thinking "all or most woman seeking abortion would really rather have a child". It is she who has misunderstood my letter. My concern is that all society is presently hoping to offer women is an abortion, as a solution to her problem associated with pregnancy.


E.P. McCormick in her study 'Attitudess to Abortion'(7) says 'The one overriding and recurrent theme throughout the interviews was the conviction expressed by many of the women that abortion was the only way out of their dilemna'.


The solution to the problem associated with pregnancy is more support from society, not the destruction of a child.



Sincerely yours,

Carl Telford.
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	(1)
	P. Duffy. The Politics of Abortion. 1971. Alba, p29


	(2)
	op. cit. p 219


	(3)
	op. cit. p 220


	(4)
	British Medical. Journal, editorial. 20 January 1973


	(5)
	op. cit. Duffy p 172


	(6)
	D. Granfield. The Abortion Decision New York 1969 p 31


	(7)
	Published 1975 by D.C. Heath & Co. USA. p 109













Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Students' Newspaper. Volume 39, Issue 10. 24 May 1976

Apathy - But Who Cares?




Apathy - But Who Cares?




Dear Sir and/or Madam,




I wish to complain about the number of continued and seemingly unsubstantiated generalisations that appear on the pages of this magazine under the heading of 'Letters'.


Many of these literary efforts are nothing more than complete chicken shit. Take my own letter for example, and if you like it, print it!.


There is too much argumentum ad hominem for my liking and incidently, I couldn't give a stuff about Henderson, John and/or Gary!


Neither do I give a stuff whether you print this letter or not!



Yours etc.,

Cyril Bumtrinket,

Pres. - Sec. Tres.
Thorndon Apathy League.
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Suggestions Placing the Faces




Dear Sir,




Having read the article on page 3 of last week's issue of Salient asking interested parties to identify the five persons leaving SIS Headquarters, we would like to point out the following facts.


The woman pictured on the left is Patricia Ahortlett, a prominent subversive who once belonged to an organisation known as the Little Company of Maryanne the Only Virgin in the Land, which is banned in the Soviet Union. Our files show she is still inactive and has been seen at various Royal Commissions.


The man on the right is Sir Donald Blunderbuss, a former doctor of medicine to a foreign head of state. He is wanted for stealing the carnation (in his lapel) by local authorities.


The man wearing glasses, on the left is none other than the American ambassador, E. Alexander Nixon the Third, Junior, who is a soc social climber having hosted both Robert Muldoon and Nelson Rockerfeller in the same night.


The man in the middle is wearing a thick tic He is Edward Frisbec, a former underwear secretary at Labour Inc. He was sacked" on November the 29th of last year for bad management.


The most startling revelation is of the man shown on the right.


He was followed by F.V.C and K, all SIS agents after he passed a Russian diplomat in Willis Street. The diplomat was smiling. So was he! A contract on his life is at present open and the hit mam (recently returned from jobs in China, Korea, Japan and England, all countries with large (massive) Asian populations) is at present making his way to Wellington. The problem is; of the electric railcars that haven't been cancelled, one has been derailed, one has fallen apart and there is a power strike this week, so Piggy (as he is 
Only known) may not make it this week.


I hope this information has been of assistance to our friends the 
Country Deleted people.




Yours faithfully.


Clarence Kelly,

Federal Bureau of Incompetence,
Washington DC
USA Z0001




PS The cartoon on page 18 was bloody funny. Pity his dick was hidden in the shadows. Us jokers in the Bureau love to investigate a real prick occasionally.




[image: Cartoon of a donkey and a tiger]
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		Museum displays




				

				

					
Other Creative Commons Licenses


					
More restrictive Creative Commons licenses may be used in the cases of copyright texts where the copyright holder is amenable to using a Creative Commons license. You will need to refer to the license text (available by clicking on the CC license logo) for the specific restrictions and re-use allowed.


				

				

					
Statement of Liability


					
While we have sought to ensure there are no intellectual property rights in the material that would prevent copying and other re-use, please note that material on this website marked with a Creative Commons license is released on an as-is basis and with no representations or warranties of any kind, to the greatest extent permissible by law. Subject to any liability which may not be excluded or limited by law, the Victoria University Library shall not be liable on any legal basis (including without limitation negligence) and hereby expressly excludes all liability for loss or damage howsoever and whenever caused to you.


				

			




etexts/Salient39101976/Salient39101976_005a(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient39101976/Salient39101976_017b(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient39101976/Salient39101976_017a(h280).jpg
DOWN STAGE@





etexts/Salient39101976/Salient39101976_016c(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient39101976/Salient39101976_016a(h280).jpg
=
a
o

BEE

HEW LETT-PACKATD

ant
Novus

CaLeriaTons

"

VICTORIA
BOOK CENTRE
15 MOUNT ST.

PHONE

729-585






etexts/Salient39101976/Salient39101976_004a(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient39101976/Salient39101976_016b(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient39101976/Salient39101976_020a(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient39101976/Salient39101976_003g(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient39101976/Salient39101976_003h(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient39101976/Salient39101976_011b(h280).jpg
The Isolation of Rhodesia and South Africa since 1958

equooin






etexts/Salient39101976/Salient39101976_011a(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient39101976/Salient39101976_007a(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient39101976/Salient39101976_007b(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient39101976/Salient39101976_019a(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient39101976/Salient39101976_006b(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient39101976/Salient39101976_010a(h280).jpg
SOUTH AFRICA
ersoual
fedount






etexts/Salient39101976/Salient39101976_018a(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient39101976/Salient39101976_006a(h280).jpg





