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Throughout New Zealand workers are rallying in their thousands to protest the slashing of their living standards by a Government which has doubled more prices in its 100 days in office than most Governments do in 10 years.


Soon it could be students who join the growing number of groups who are concerned about thier dropping wage levels.


Prime Minister Muldoon has never been happy with people getting together to express their dissatisfaction, and so his outburst on Wednesday was not unexpected.


He is caught in a contradiction. If he wishes to maintain a healthy capitalist economy he must try and keep wages down, for if wages rise, profits fall.


The best method of restraining wage claims is to keep the labour unions in the hands of the moderates who are so entrenched in the system that they don't want to rock the boat. These people are represented by Sir Tom Skinner and his cronies.


So Muldoon always exceeds what is necessary, and on Wednesday he carried his attack further by lambasting the press (perhaps his old favourites TV1 and TV2), the churches (all those priests running on to softball pitches) and spelling out his ideas on what the United States should have done in Vietnam.


While a good bit of union bashing is quite safe, a general attack such as this turns off more people than it attracts.


We ran a feature in the last two Salients about the actions of the Fraser Government during World War II and the persecution it unleashed on minority groups in New Zealand.


We must learn lessons from this period and stand firm in the face of an attack on groups struggling for justice in our society.


Students must support the groups, such as various trade unions and broadcasting employees, who are being used as scapegoats by a Government unable to deal with the troubled economic climate.



— John Ryall
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At the first meeting of the International Club, held on the 7th April, the meeting decided that it was dissatisfied with the foreign 'policy' of the fledgling National party cabinet - or in reality, the policy of Robert Muldoon.


That this meeting:


Noting:




	(1)
	The refusal by the NZ Government of visas for a North Korean delegation.


	(2)
	That this refusal has come at a time prior to a visit to South Korea by the NZ Prime Minister.




Believes:




	1)
	That this refusal was partially due to the delegation's coming from a country whose socio-political system does not conform to the conception of democracy held by the NZ Government and its ally the US whose support of the South Korean regime is well known.


	2)
	That this refusal is symptomatic of the policital menopause of the NZ Government and must be condemned in the strongest possible terms.




Therefore:



	Urges the NZ Government to recind its decision.




Further:



	That the contents of this resolution be conveyed to the Prime Minister.





Easter Dance


Fiji Club Cance with Disco on Thursday 15 April 1976 in Union Hall.






	Admission:

	$1.50 students

$2.00 non-students

$2.00 for doubles





Starts at 7.30pm


Ends 1.00pm


Squash Club Annual Social Event


April 28 Rugby Clubroom, commencing 7.30pm.






	Tickets:

	$3.00 double

$2.00 single





Partners can be arranged for modest fee.


Alcohol Supplied





Notices


Anyone who wants to put on anything at all for Capping Week see either, P. Aagaard, S. Underwood, S. Wilson or G. Beckford.


Notice is hereby given that there will be an SRC meeting on Wednesday, April 14th at 12.00noon in the Union Hall. This is for election of delegates to NZUSA May Council and also policy for Council.


There will be an Executive meeting on Wednesday 21st April at 6.00pm in the Board Room.





V.U.W.S.A. Publications Board


The Publications Board desperately needs a new treasurer to replace Warwyck Dewe who resigned from the position a long time ago in order to become Salient advertising manager. He/she should have an interest in student publications and a reasonable degree of accountancy experience, pref ACCY 2 or equivalent experience. All enqiries to John Ryall in the Salient Office or Gyles Beckford in the Studass Office This position carries a honorarium of $125 a year, and involves the payment and collection of accounts and the preparation of the occasional financial statement. I am sure Warwyck can explain it better than I can and I am equally sure that John and Gyles will refer you to him when you go and see them.


John Henderson, Publications Officer





Cultural Gubs Reaffiliation and Grant Application.

These have to be in by April 15 (Easter Thursday). Any difficulties please contact: Anne Dwyer, Cultural Affairs officer.





Advance Notice: Folk Evening.

Folk Club is holding a sing along evening 22nd April. Come Ye All!


Alsp note guitar lessons start Term 2, on Mondays. Look out for notices.
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Salient Staff fully endorse the Prime Minister s statement that those who owe allegience to an aggressive foreign power should get the chop.


Salients heroic workers struggling against all the anti proletriat forces that are massing against their just cause.



Roll of Honour John Ryall, Lionel Klee, Mike Stephens, Derick Cooper, Kevin Swann, Rose Desmond, Rachel Scott, Lynn Peck, Leigh Thomson, Pat Bartle, Anthony (I'll be brief) Ward, Leonie Morris, Lindy Cassidy, Patrick Mulrennan, John Henderson, Pat O'Dea, Harotia Warthog, Leon Trotsky, Karl Marx, Lenin, Engels, Moa Tse Tung Fidel Castro to name but a few.
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Muldoon's Nuclear Reactions






Last Wednesday 10,000 Wellington workers assembled at Rugby League Park to protest the slashing of their living standards. In Auckland Prime Minister Muldoon was doing his best to draw attention away from this show of mass dissatisfaction.



In a speech to the Bureau of Importers and Exporters he indicated a future tightening up on groups who disagreed with his policies, and more importantly were prepared to do something about it.



In this article Richard Suggate analyses the speech, and its implications for the future.



Muldoons speech was the most revealing since he ascended office and confirmed those negative characteristics that had been earlier outlined by Citizens for Rowling and other election commentators.



With 100 days of presidential rule by decree behind him, and about to depart on a world holiday, Robert apparently felt free to unburden himself of his most pressing national and personal pre-occupations.


That he can be do disarmingly proud of his embarrassingly neo-lithic ideas can only be an indication of the fawning lap-dogs (so-called advisers) that surround him. Too many luncheons with top business leaders, and at the Ohariu Valley Country Club have apparently convinced him that New Zealanders want the world of the bureaucrat and monopolist.


Not only by arbitrary decision and opinion-making on bikies superannuation schemes, cats, social workers and legal processes, has he alienated previous supporters. His economic policies, to anyone with a memory, are patently nothing more than the much-criticised Labour scheme of 'borrow and hope'. The National Party edition is called 'reduce the relative living standard of the working classes by all means possible.'


One expects a certain amount of distortion in all of Muldoon's speeches, but his April 7 effort contains inaccuracies, persecution mania, sabre-rattling, jingoism, and boot-licking to such an extent that one begins to wonder whether the man is capable of making political judgement in his own interest, let alone in the national interest.






Right Wing Government


The bulk of the speech can be seen as a reworking from an extreme right-wing viewpoint of the dangers of class struggle, and his fears of the decline in the free world's' economic and military power. In other words, the New Zealand way of life (or how he pictures it) is faced with subversion from both within and without.


Despite the complaints of more backward businessmen, the National Party has been extremely quick to recognise that state intervention in the handling of the economy has to be organised on a day-to-day rather than through once-yearly budgetary announcements.


Mr R. Trotter (Chairman of the Challenge Corporation) and his mates call for the integration of state and private enterprise. Mr Muldoon's conception of this marriage is to hire personal advisers from the business community, corporation boards, and National Party hierarchy. These people are neither elected, nor responsible to existing Government departments.


The Prime Minister's department is then an extension of the old-boy network, an open recognition of the fact that New Zealand is governed by a small self-perpetuating elite. The marriage between private enterprise and the State is only the recognition of a de-facto menage a trois which has long existed between overseas finance, non-competitive New Zealand business, and a docile Government bureaucracy.






Bombs on Vietnam


It was the Vietnam portion or Rob's speech that inspired me to print. For those people who marched for many years with the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, then in the Vietnam War mobilisations, it must come as a shock to realise the consciousness the New Zealand ruling elite have shown to the future.


Mr Muldoon saw we must be thankful that in spite of the catastrophe caused by the unwillingness of the American administration to use their ultimate weapons, and the results of human failings which was Watergate, there nevertheless reamins in the United States a willingness to be the leader and indeed ultimately the guardian of the free world.'


With this little sentence Muldoon elevates himself to the level of the Nuremberg guilty, alongside 'stone age' Le May, and 'basinful of bombs' Eyre. He claims that the Americans should have used nuclear weapons against the Vietnamese.


He doesn't say that the US might have, or even considered that they should have. No doubt his friend Rocky also thinks they should have.


Mr Muldoon, noted leader of the New Zealand people believes that the US should have not only caused immense civilian casualties in Vietnam (above what was achieved by B52 bombings) but also have risked Russian or Chinese nuclear retaliation.


This singular lack of imagination and feeling is also evident in his writing of Vietnamese and American history. The US defeat in Vietnam was a catastrophe A catastrophe for whom - US business interests, the US army, or for Thieu, or for New Zealand business interests?


I am sure that the bulk of the American and Vietnamese people do not regard the result as a catastrophe. The Vietnamese regard it as a victory, the bulk of Americans probably as a mistake.






Threats to Trade?


Muldoon spoke of there being no such thing as a riskless society. What risks, and on behalf of who? He believes in nuclear weapon usage, and in their visiting New Zealand harbours. Qute soon he could be recommending their installation in New Zealand.


He emphasised the importance of preserving shipping line access to the country's export markets. Who is going to attack these shipping lines? Under whose sphere of influence is our trade going to fall? This talk of spheres of influence and protecting trade has a great similarity to pre-World War I and pre-World War II great power trading rivalry. Just what mandate does Mr Muldoon have to drag New Zealand into World War III on the bootstraps of some imperialistic trading partner?


He described Soviet imperialism and aggression, but said nothing of US imperialism and agression. He has no inclination or desire for New Zealand neutrality in a coming holocaust.


He spoke of global peace and order, but New Zealand's stand in the United Nations recently has done little to contribute towards this.


He spoke of US economic power but did not mention how the US got rich - by robbing every nation in the 'free world', installing dictatorships whenever necessary.


He referred to protests against nuclear warships as 'so much nonsence' the organisers as mischievous people sowing the seeds of fear'. As an expert in double think Muldoon should know something about nonsense Who is the mischievous person? And if a person is not afraid of nuclear annihilation what then is fear? Or perhaps Rob has got beyond the stage of experiencing human emotions.






Raising the Old Bogeys


At a time when the National Government must be feeling some concern about the possibilities of a mass movements developing from the FoL's wage-rise maneouvres, it is very handy to raise the old bogey of 'reds under the bed'. The attack of the Socialist Unity Party adds the final touch to this call to the faithful.


Muldoon sounds like Hitler when talking about Maoris, Polynesians, workers, students, prostestors and women. He also has the same paranoid conspiracy theory for the failure of the Vietnam War (World War I)


We are stabbed in the back by sabotage planned by Socialist Unity Party militants., and by their mischievous liberal friends. No wonder Watergate was a human failing. Auschwitz was too.


The United States is the saviour of freedom and democracy in Muldoon's eyes, its corruptions and world-wide slaughter - human failings.


And now we too have traitors inside our country those who owe less allegiance to their country and their people than they do to an aggressive foreign power.






And the Future?


Muldoon is running scared that working class protest against his slashing of their living standards will go beyond the straight jacket of the FoL and combine with the liberal protest at his reactionary social policies, thus causing an internal crisis.


To forestall this he is passing legislation giving the police greater powers and dragging out of the closet the old fascist tactic of the red bogey, both internal and external.


And he has not yet called Parliament.


Economically New Zealand, trapped by Labour and National Governments refusing to institute import licensing becomes indebted to overseas finance. Through foreign control, manufacturing export increases mean little increase in our trade balance. Our reserves of minerals, forestry and power are plundered.



Militarily we become more subordinate to the US. Five years of protest against US bases seems to have been wasted.



Socially, the number of police rise, but welfare and education services are cut. Meanwhile the rich get richer and poor get poorer and Muldoon sits on top of the heap and mouths on about freedom and democracy.




[image: Photos: Chris Wilson]
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Sir Thomas - miles away from the worker's reality
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The worker - what has Muldoon got planned for him?
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Last Wednesday 10,000 Wellington workers assembled at Rugby League Park to protest the slashing of their living standards. In Auckland Prime Minister Muldoon was doing his best to draw attention away from this show of mass dissatisfaction.



In a speech to the Bureau of Importers and Exporters he indicated a future tightening up on groups who disagreed with his policies, and more importantly were prepared to do something about it.



In this article Richard Suggate analyses the speech, and its implications for the future.



Muldoons speech was the most revealing since he ascended office and confirmed those negative characteristics that had been earlier outlined by Citizens for Rowling and other election commentators.



With 100 days of presidential rule by decree behind him, and about to depart on a world holiday, Robert apparently felt free to unburden himself of his most pressing national and personal pre-occupations.


That he can be do disarmingly proud of his embarrassingly neo-lithic ideas can only be an indication of the fawning lap-dogs (so-called advisers) that surround him. Too many luncheons with top business leaders, and at the Ohariu Valley Country Club have apparently convinced him that New Zealanders want the world of the bureaucrat and monopolist.


Not only by arbitrary decision and opinion-making on bikies superannuation schemes, cats, social workers and legal processes, has he alienated previous supporters. His economic policies, to anyone with a memory, are patently nothing more than the much-criticised Labour scheme of 'borrow and hope'. The National Party edition is called 'reduce the relative living standard of the working classes by all means possible.'


One expects a certain amount of distortion in all of Muldoon's speeches, but his April 7 effort contains inaccuracies, persecution mania, sabre-rattling, jingoism, and boot-licking to such an extent that one begins to wonder whether the man is capable of making political judgement in his own interest, let alone in the national interest.
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Right Wing Government


The bulk of the speech can be seen as a reworking from an extreme right-wing viewpoint of the dangers of class struggle, and his fears of the decline in the free world's' economic and military power. In other words, the New Zealand way of life (or how he pictures it) is faced with subversion from both within and without.


Despite the complaints of more backward businessmen, the National Party has been extremely quick to recognise that state intervention in the handling of the economy has to be organised on a day-to-day rather than through once-yearly budgetary announcements.


Mr R. Trotter (Chairman of the Challenge Corporation) and his mates call for the integration of state and private enterprise. Mr Muldoon's conception of this marriage is to hire personal advisers from the business community, corporation boards, and National Party hierarchy. These people are neither elected, nor responsible to existing Government departments.


The Prime Minister's department is then an extension of the old-boy network, an open recognition of the fact that New Zealand is governed by a small self-perpetuating elite. The marriage between private enterprise and the State is only the recognition of a de-facto menage a trois which has long existed between overseas finance, non-competitive New Zealand business, and a docile Government bureaucracy.
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Bombs on Vietnam


It was the Vietnam portion or Rob's speech that inspired me to print. For those people who marched for many years with the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, then in the Vietnam War mobilisations, it must come as a shock to realise the consciousness the New Zealand ruling elite have shown to the future.


Mr Muldoon saw we must be thankful that in spite of the catastrophe caused by the unwillingness of the American administration to use their ultimate weapons, and the results of human failings which was Watergate, there nevertheless reamins in the United States a willingness to be the leader and indeed ultimately the guardian of the free world.'


With this little sentence Muldoon elevates himself to the level of the Nuremberg guilty, alongside 'stone age' Le May, and 'basinful of bombs' Eyre. He claims that the Americans should have used nuclear weapons against the Vietnamese.


He doesn't say that the US might have, or even considered that they should have. No doubt his friend Rocky also thinks they should have.


Mr Muldoon, noted leader of the New Zealand people believes that the US should have not only caused immense civilian casualties in Vietnam (above what was achieved by B52 bombings) but also have risked Russian or Chinese nuclear retaliation.


This singular lack of imagination and feeling is also evident in his writing of Vietnamese and American history. The US defeat in Vietnam was a catastrophe A catastrophe for whom - US business interests, the US army, or for Thieu, or for New Zealand business interests?


I am sure that the bulk of the American and Vietnamese people do not regard the result as a catastrophe. The Vietnamese regard it as a victory, the bulk of Americans probably as a mistake.
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Threats to Trade?


Muldoon spoke of there being no such thing as a riskless society. What risks, and on behalf of who? He believes in nuclear weapon usage, and in their visiting New Zealand harbours. Qute soon he could be recommending their installation in New Zealand.


He emphasised the importance of preserving shipping line access to the country's export markets. Who is going to attack these shipping lines? Under whose sphere of influence is our trade going to fall? This talk of spheres of influence and protecting trade has a great similarity to pre-World War I and pre-World War II great power trading rivalry. Just what mandate does Mr Muldoon have to drag New Zealand into World War III on the bootstraps of some imperialistic trading partner?


He described Soviet imperialism and aggression, but said nothing of US imperialism and agression. He has no inclination or desire for New Zealand neutrality in a coming holocaust.


He spoke of global peace and order, but New Zealand's stand in the United Nations recently has done little to contribute towards this.


He spoke of US economic power but did not mention how the US got rich - by robbing every nation in the 'free world', installing dictatorships whenever necessary.


He referred to protests against nuclear warships as 'so much nonsence' the organisers as mischievous people sowing the seeds of fear'. As an expert in double think Muldoon should know something about nonsense Who is the mischievous person? And if a person is not afraid of nuclear annihilation what then is fear? Or perhaps Rob has got beyond the stage of experiencing human emotions.
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Raising the Old Bogeys


At a time when the National Government must be feeling some concern about the possibilities of a mass movements developing from the FoL's wage-rise maneouvres, it is very handy to raise the old bogey of 'reds under the bed'. The attack of the Socialist Unity Party adds the final touch to this call to the faithful.


Muldoon sounds like Hitler when talking about Maoris, Polynesians, workers, students, prostestors and women. He also has the same paranoid conspiracy theory for the failure of the Vietnam War (World War I)


We are stabbed in the back by sabotage planned by Socialist Unity Party militants., and by their mischievous liberal friends. No wonder Watergate was a human failing. Auschwitz was too.


The United States is the saviour of freedom and democracy in Muldoon's eyes, its corruptions and world-wide slaughter - human failings.


And now we too have traitors inside our country those who owe less allegiance to their country and their people than they do to an aggressive foreign power.
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And the Future?


Muldoon is running scared that working class protest against his slashing of their living standards will go beyond the straight jacket of the FoL and combine with the liberal protest at his reactionary social policies, thus causing an internal crisis.


To forestall this he is passing legislation giving the police greater powers and dragging out of the closet the old fascist tactic of the red bogey, both internal and external.


And he has not yet called Parliament.


Economically New Zealand, trapped by Labour and National Governments refusing to institute import licensing becomes indebted to overseas finance. Through foreign control, manufacturing export increases mean little increase in our trade balance. Our reserves of minerals, forestry and power are plundered.



Militarily we become more subordinate to the US. Five years of protest against US bases seems to have been wasted.



Socially, the number of police rise, but welfare and education services are cut. Meanwhile the rich get richer and poor get poorer and Muldoon sits on top of the heap and mouths on about freedom and democracy.
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Sir Thomas - miles away from the worker's reality
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The worker - what has Muldoon got planned for him?
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by John Ryall





Having had their application for a club affiliation rejected once, the Mount Street Moonists came back to last week's Executive meeting for a second dose of the same medicine.


However, the Executive's anti-Moonist lobby must have weakened during the past fortnight, for when the affiliation vote was taken the Moonists came out on top.


This time the name of the club had changed to the VUW (not NZ) Collegate Association for the Research of Principles, although one of its major aims was still 'to maintain that materialistic antidemocratic (i.e. Marxist doctrines) are a barrier to freedom.'






Henderson in for Kill


Publications Officer John Henderson was first in with the questions, asking the club's advocate (Chris Barker) to clarify many of the phrases used in his application form.


He was followed closely behind by Association Secretary Peter Aagaard and Cultural Affairs Officer Anne Dwyer, who were concerned lest the club had any formal connections with the Korean-based Unification Church.


Anne Dwyer asked Chris Barker about a pamphlet distributed the week previous (about an anti-communist march through Wellington), which was signed by the Unification Church and the NZ Collegate Association for the Research of Principles.


Chris Barker denied the club's connections with the Unification Church and said that of the signatories to set up his club, only seven were Moonists, with most not wishing to have anything to do with the Unification Church.


President Gyles Beckford, taking on his impartial chairman role, moved that the club be affiliated. All those in favour - 'Aye'. Those against - 'No'. Gyles paused, hesitated a moment, and then declard the motion passed. No count was called for, but John Henderson and Anne Dwyer both registered their dissents.


The other club affiliations were fairly straight forward affairs, although there was a long groan from Anne Dwyer when it was decided that Alf's Imperial Army was a cultural club and not a sports club.






Ward Dishes Out the Cash


So, with the excitement over, it was on, to the reports. Anthony Ward, back from his much-publicised junket to Auckland to hire films, said he had nothing to report, although he informed us later of the get-togethers he had been having for the SRC officers.


Not to be outdone, Anne Dwyer gave us a run-down on the regional cooperation that was taking place in cultural affairs, with the folk club zipping off to Palmerston North, and Te Reo Maori heading down the South Island.


John Henderson, looking tired and shagged out after all the work he'd been doing over the last week, told a very distraught meeting that he was going to have to apply for a month's leave of absence in order to earn enough money to keep going.


Executive members had just about recovered their composure in time to listen to Vice President Steve Underwood speak to two up-to-date financial statements he presented on SASRAC and the Orientation Hop. These reports had been requested by the last exec meeting, and everyone seemed content with their content, so after a quick summary of National Executive goings-on from Gyles, it was onto electing members of the Studass Election Committee.






Positions Up for Grabs


Peter Cullen, John Roseveare and Stephen Franks were nominated for the vacant positions, and were elected unanimously.


The Position of Capping Controller was not so easy. There was one applicant, Michael McAleer (of SRC fame), who was slandered by most executive members before being rejected in favour of an executive sub-committee of Steve Underwood, Gyles Beckford, Peter Aagaard and Scott Wilson. It was felt that because of the amount of money involved in Capping that the executive should oversee the week's activities while encouraging individuals (such as Mr McAleer) to organise specific events during the week.


Steve Underwood led off on the next agenda item, which was an up-to-date report on the Commerce and Administration Students' Society, which for the last eight months has been used by him as a means of selling bean bags. He reported that if the bags held in stock were sold, the association would reap a profit of $135.


The present situation was that he was virtually in complete control of the bean bags, but because there had been a good deal of criticism of this at the Studass AGM, it might be appropriate to constitutionalise the club. Steve then moved that the Studass executive should become the executive of CASS. This was passed.






Finishing in Style


The last major item was a battle with Arts Council over who would have use of the Union Hall on the Saturday night of Capping Week. Arts Council required it for a concert with the Auckland group Waves and Steve and Mike Curtis wanted it for the Capping ball.


Most of the executive members expressed their disapproval of the arrogant manner in which Arts Council had gone about its negotiations for the venue and a motion was passed declining permission for the concert to be held.


I thought the meeting would finish without the executive having had to move into committee once, but not so. Treasurer Mike Curtis moved that the meeting go into closed committee, and said it was not appropriate to tell anyone the reason for the move.


So, after taking a few minutes to gather my papers together, I left the cloak and dagger gang to their party games and hurried back into the safe confines of the 
Salient office.
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Peter Cullen, John Roseveare and Stephen Franks were nominated for the vacant positions, and were elected unanimously.


The Position of Capping Controller was not so easy. There was one applicant, Michael McAleer (of SRC fame), who was slandered by most executive members before being rejected in favour of an executive sub-committee of Steve Underwood, Gyles Beckford, Peter Aagaard and Scott Wilson. It was felt that because of the amount of money involved in Capping that the executive should oversee the week's activities while encouraging individuals (such as Mr McAleer) to organise specific events during the week.


Steve Underwood led off on the next agenda item, which was an up-to-date report on the Commerce and Administration Students' Society, which for the last eight months has been used by him as a means of selling bean bags. He reported that if the bags held in stock were sold, the association would reap a profit of $135.
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The last major item was a battle with Arts Council over who would have use of the Union Hall on the Saturday night of Capping Week. Arts Council required it for a concert with the Auckland group Waves and Steve and Mike Curtis wanted it for the Capping ball.


Most of the executive members expressed their disapproval of the arrogant manner in which Arts Council had gone about its negotiations for the venue and a motion was passed declining permission for the concert to be held.


I thought the meeting would finish without the executive having had to move into committee once, but not so. Treasurer Mike Curtis moved that the meeting go into closed committee, and said it was not appropriate to tell anyone the reason for the move.


So, after taking a few minutes to gather my papers together, I left the cloak and dagger gang to their party games and hurried back into the safe confines of the 
Salient office.
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National officers John Blincoe (president) and Don Carson (International Vice-president) came under fire at the NZUSA National Executive, held last weekend at Victoria.


The attack against Don Carson was expected, following debates on most campuses (Canterbury passing a motion of no-confidence in him) over his voting performace at the Asian Students' Association conference in Thailand.


It was headed by our own president Gyles Beckford, who criticised Don's irresponsibility in going into a debate on the Israeli expulsion with very little factual material on the National Union of Israeli Students.


Don Leonardo (Canterbury) also criticised Don for his performance in the Canterbury debate. He said his arrogant manner was a big factor in the motion of no-confidence being passed.


The attack on John Blincoe was perhaps more trivial, but certainly just as fierce. It concerned the meeting's minutes (12 pages long) which had only reached constituent presidents two days before the National Executive meeting;


The reason for this delay, according to Executive secretary, Dianne McDonald, was the number of changes that John Blincoe insisted on making to successive draft copies.


Gyles Beckford was once again in the thick of it, complaining that presidents could not be expected to be familiar with reports and minutes if they reached them at such a late date. NZUSA accountant Peter McLeod agreed with these sentiments and commented that the president should not spend all his time in meaningless activities such as correcting minutes.


The other constituent presidents backed up these comments, and a motion was eventuallly passed to cut (in future) the minutes down to the barest essentials.






Constituent Reports


The battered Blincoe was very eager to move on to constituent reports. Waikato president John Fry led the way with news of the competion of working drawings for WUSA's new union building and that they now had a full executive (which seems to some sort of record for Waikato!).


Bob Bucknall (Lincoln) also reported a full executive and the arrival on the streets of their "annual literary achievement" (Ram).


Massey president Douglas Stewart seems to have hit constitutional problems, having delayed the Annual General Meeting 15 days. He said that there had been "a bit a backstabbing" going on at Massey but it seems this is nothing new to student politics judging from Auckland president Mike Walker s chuckle.


Gyles Beckford was next on the list, commenting very optimistically on happenings around Victoria. He outlined the Goodall Affair, amazed other presidents by rave reports on the cafetaria, and gave an up-to-date description of the bursaries situation.


He was followed by National Executive funny man A1 Broad (Otago) Otago has just filled two more executive positions, and so now dear old A1 (bless his democratic heart) is only saddled with the portfolios of sports, finance and education, as well as trying to be president.


Don Leonardo (Canterbury) and Mike Walker (Auckland) finished off the reports. Auckland now has a roll of 10,000 and a 1975 cafetaria loss of $25,000, while Canterbury has a roll of 7000 and the possibility of a very large libel suit coming up.






China Delegation Selection


guide itself through without John Blincoe having to establish any dictatorial principles.


The selection committee for the 1976 China Delegation was elected, the members being George Goddard, Clare Donovan, and former NZUSA president Jim Crichton. Unfortunately no chairman could be appointed for the NZUSA Women's Rights Committee because no-one had applied.


The major issue, having already been commented on by the constituencies was the bursaries issue. It came up again in the National Office report when John Blincoe suggested he and Mike Shassky (Education Vice-president) should make another tour of campuses around the first payout time to ensure people are aware of what is going on in terms of bursary review.


NZUSA Research Officer Peter Franks thought it was very important to establish cost-of-living increases on student bursaries. But if the Federation of Labour and the combined State Services Organisation couldn't get the full cost-of-living increase, then what chance did students have?






Comment on Bursaries


Student Teachers' Association President Alex Purves said that university student leaders should be putting forward the idea that student not only need a living wage, but have a right to one.


"We should be moving university students away from the concept that they are being granted favours by being given bursaries."


He said that the Government believed that they could push students around and that nothing would happen.


"They cut the first year student teachers out of the 3.6% wage order and didn't even tell us!"


These comments struck a responsive chord for a motion was passed in which NZUSA "Condemned the Government in not applying the 3.6% wage order to new entrants into Training Colleges". There was a general feeling that students would have to stick together if bursary levels were to be maintained, let alone extended.
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A Farce to be Reckoned with


by War torn Salient reporter Gary Henderson.
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As a result of last week's meeting, SRC now has some formal policy on the National Union of Israeli Students controversy, but unless you're Don Carson, or Jewish, you probably won't understand why.



It resulted from a motion, not on the agenda, which provided the most lively (i.e. least lethargic) discussion to come out of Wednesday's two-hour endurance trial.


The Union Hall was filled with students who seemed more interested in eating lunch than attending the meeting, as the opening formalities were ruthlessly dealt with and a few reports trickled in. Gyles Beckford gave a brief report on National Executive, Tony Ward complimented the National and International Affairs Officers for doing a good job on the cable-car forum and the Rockefeller visit respectively, and David Cunningham resigned from his position as a Council rep.


None of these seemed to cause so much as a ripple among the masses but I thought I heard one keen student say, 'What the hell is SRC?' so interest isn't entirely dead!






I'm Feeling Rather Bored


.......And so it came to pass that Student Representatives were elected. This took quite a while, as Tony Ward went through the long list of committees requiring reps. Some committees managed to attract a sufficient number of nominees to fill the positions - otherwise people were co-opted or dragged on, or existing reps volunteered to talk their mates into it.


It was all very funny and entertaining for a while, but the contrast between the refusal to withdraw all student representatives, and now this almost total disinterest in standing or nominating others for the positions we so bravely defended, once more weakens the validity of any SRC policy.


As it turned out, there were never enough nominations for any committee to require an election, and even then Tony Ward must have been hard put to hear the half-hearted 'ayes' when the meeting voted that all nominees be accepted.


For those who really are interested, the Welfare Officer is Chris Sylie, and the Prof. Board reps are Tom Duggan, Peter Aagaard, and Chris Wylie. The Arts Faculty reps are John Ryall, Lionel Klee, Lindy Cassidy, and Mike Freeman, and the Languages and Literature reps are Anne Dwyer, John Kinder, Rachel Scott, and someone else who'll be jacked up later.


Robert Toothill and John Grainer have taken two of the four positions on the Commerce and Administration Faculty Committee, and John volunteered to talk a couple of mates into filling the other two vacancies. The Science Faculty rep is Ellen Forsch, and there are still three vacancies there.


There are several more lesser known committees - nearly all managed at least one nomination.


Enthusiasm runs high!






I'm Getting Drowsier and Drowsier


......And so we turned to consider Rod Prossers motion that SRC elect an assessment committee of ten people, comprising of students from each faculty. The idea, he said, was to 'promote student involvement in educational areas' and he hoped to see the committee 'spearheading the assessment campaign' There was no discussion on this, and it was passed.
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Aagaard: 'My balls are itching.'


Beckford: 'Well, scratch them then.'


Ward: 'Careful - I think someone might be watching.'




In another motion, he wanted to recommend to the Executive that the four SRC policy officers each get an honorarium of $192 a year. Gyles Beckford said that the Executive had already granted $600 for the four officers with $100 to 'play around with' That seemed to satisfy Rod and the motion was withdrawn, without a dissenting voice believe it or not!


Yet another motion from Rod Prosser, who is fast becoming as inevitable as Lloyd Jobson, suggesting that the four officers each have a committee of five to help them. This, he said, was really only formalising committees that sort-of-already exist.


This motion was also passed with no discussion, not even from Gordon Cameron. Gordon wasn't actually there, he's just a mate of mine wh wants his name in 
Salient. See you Thursday, Gordon.






My Eyes are Closing


Now we get down to general business where we find a motion which had been 'left off the agenda' according to Gyles Beckford. This means that nobody (except for those who formulated it) know what the motion was until the mover, Eric Freedman (possibly even more inevitable than Lloyd Jobson) got up to talk about it.


The motion, which was in four parts, dealt with NUIS, and the core of it was that VUWSA affirm that dialogue not war among the people of the Middle East is the way to peace, and that any democratically elected body representing students of a particular area, say NUIS as a random example, has the right to membership of any international students' association, such as ASA.


The change was led mainly by Eric Freedman and Adrian Shiner with the strong support of Jewish Society members. Don Carson provided the strongest opposition (amidst hisses and jeers) backed up by one or two other speakers.


Don used his old argument of the motion repressing the right of the Palestinian people to self determination, and a debate arose as to whether Palestine really existed anyway.
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David Cunningham: 'I cannot tell you how important Student reps are. I'm resigning from Council.'




It seems there is a thing called GUPS (pronounced 'GUPS') which is the General Union of Palestinian Students. GUPS, we were told, represents all Palestinian students, and if we recognise GUPS we must be recognising the state of Palestine. On the other hand, NUIS, being a democratically elected body, represents Palestinian students too, provided they live in the state of Israel. Once again, if you find the esoteric arguments confusing, you should have heard the debate. When the motion was finally put, it was passed.






I Must be Dreaming


As I left the hall I was approached by someone who had come in late, and asked if the NUIS motion had come up under general business. When I replied that it had, he said, 'So we're back to that. SRC is The Pressure Group Of The Week Show again.'


Some people think that the NUIS motion was the most important thing to come of the meeting. I think the most important, and dangerous thing was the general disinterest and apathetic acceptance displayed by most 'ordinary' students there. Hopefully it's just a low spot on the enthusiasm graph. If SRC has to die, there must be more dignified ways than this.
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In another motion, he wanted to recommend to the Executive that the four SRC policy officers each get an honorarium of $192 a year. Gyles Beckford said that the Executive had already granted $600 for the four officers with $100 to 'play around with' That seemed to satisfy Rod and the motion was withdrawn, without a dissenting voice believe it or not!


Yet another motion from Rod Prosser, who is fast becoming as inevitable as Lloyd Jobson, suggesting that the four officers each have a committee of five to help them. This, he said, was really only formalising committees that sort-of-already exist.


This motion was also passed with no discussion, not even from Gordon Cameron. Gordon wasn't actually there, he's just a mate of mine wh wants his name in 
Salient. See you Thursday, Gordon.
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My Eyes are Closing


Now we get down to general business where we find a motion which had been 'left off the agenda' according to Gyles Beckford. This means that nobody (except for those who formulated it) know what the motion was until the mover, Eric Freedman (possibly even more inevitable than Lloyd Jobson) got up to talk about it.


The motion, which was in four parts, dealt with NUIS, and the core of it was that VUWSA affirm that dialogue not war among the people of the Middle East is the way to peace, and that any democratically elected body representing students of a particular area, say NUIS as a random example, has the right to membership of any international students' association, such as ASA.


The change was led mainly by Eric Freedman and Adrian Shiner with the strong support of Jewish Society members. Don Carson provided the strongest opposition (amidst hisses and jeers) backed up by one or two other speakers.


Don used his old argument of the motion repressing the right of the Palestinian people to self determination, and a debate arose as to whether Palestine really existed anyway.
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David Cunningham: 'I cannot tell you how important Student reps are. I'm resigning from Council.'




It seems there is a thing called GUPS (pronounced 'GUPS') which is the General Union of Palestinian Students. GUPS, we were told, represents all Palestinian students, and if we recognise GUPS we must be recognising the state of Palestine. On the other hand, NUIS, being a democratically elected body, represents Palestinian students too, provided they live in the state of Israel. Once again, if you find the esoteric arguments confusing, you should have heard the debate. When the motion was finally put, it was passed.
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I Must be Dreaming


As I left the hall I was approached by someone who had come in late, and asked if the NUIS motion had come up under general business. When I replied that it had, he said, 'So we're back to that. SRC is The Pressure Group Of The Week Show again.'


Some people think that the NUIS motion was the most important thing to come of the meeting. I think the most important, and dangerous thing was the general disinterest and apathetic acceptance displayed by most 'ordinary' students there. Hopefully it's just a low spot on the enthusiasm graph. If SRC has to die, there must be more dignified ways than this.
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Assessment: What is Wrong?





How often have you asked yourself - what am I doing this for? Or why am I writing the fourth essay in two weeks, or that 2,000 word assignment counting for 40% of the final grade, or the 'rush-job' essay which doesn't count anyway?



Because these questions remain unanswered, disillusioned students willy-nilly subject themselves to the frustrating and archaic forms of assessment which our University insists on perpetuating.


You don't have to be long at university to realise that assessment is not used primarily for the student as an aid in location of her/his particular strengths and weaknesses, but rather for the purposes of stratification in society.


Education becomes a race to win a place at a high level of the social pile. Conformity rather than creativity becomes the norm.


Students will not be doing thier own private study or group work, like sheep they simultaneously wade through the same sheep dip.






What is Assessment Meant to Measure?


An investigation into what assessment is meant to measure reveals just how spurious the logic is.




[image: QUIET EXAMS IN PROGRESS]


Assessment in such departments as English, presupposes that such imponderables as 'quality of mind', 'critical thinking' 'understanding' can be measured. It is assumed that practical work - the demonstration of skills learnt - is best measured in a competitive form, not orally or in group work.


Another popular misconception is that Competition is needed to 'make students work'. There are no studies of human nature to substantiate this belief (but myths are stronger than facts anyway!).


If students have to be forced to learn then obviously it is the educational system which is defunct.


It is also assumed that students cannot plan their own courses, work progress, and assessment, whereas academics who have no training in the skills of leading groups of students are qualified to teach and assess them.


Assessment assumes that giving students a pass or failing them, teaches them something about their understanding of the course. However, contrary to this, exam scripts are never revealed or discussed.






How Reliable is Assessment?


Inconsistencies in the assessment process date as early as 1888 with the 'classic study by Hartog and Rhodes' which first drew attention to the divergence between examiner's standards.


Later research has proved that such factors as handwriting, writing style, errors due to carelessness or fatigue, examiner's bias of the students were of more importance in determing the student's final grade than actual course content.


Thus the reliability and consistency of exams becomes alarmingly questionable.






Effects of Assessment


Assessment first and foremost preserves a rigid, uncritical education system which perpetuates (for the quiet children of a social elite) the existing social and economic system. It discourages interrelationships between the diffused parts of knowledge - each subject and course are an entity to themselves.


Assessment reduces education to a selection process similar to that of the TAB - bits of specialised knowledge are mastered, compressed and regurgitated for the final chunder.


Competative assessment ignores the quality of the work students produce - students quickly pick up a 'formula' for writing essays and exams which will ensure a pass for the least amount of effort and creativity.






Tactics for Change


Given that competitive society is undesirable in that its' purpose is to reinforce society by stratification, rather than to disseminate knowledge, what are the aternatives?


The Assessment campaign this year is centred round these goals (bearing in mind realisation that only with abolition of the society will abolition of competitive assessment ensue).




	(a)
	Students should aim for the right to decide the form of assessment they want.


	(b)
	That a pass/fail distinction be made with regard to grading.


	(c)
	That terms requirements be abolished.


	(d)
	Research to be undertaken to reduce workloads and investigate more flexible alternatives to traditional methods of assessment, eg the forms of assessment available are extremely limited (exam/essay/seminar paper/ short answer test etc). Some alternatives do exist and should be encouraged eg the 'double chance' assessment methods (students are assessed on the basis of their years work and are given the opportunity of sitting a finals exam at the end of the third term to improve on the mark given for their year's work). Variations of 'take-home' exams which have no rigid time or quantity limits could also be introduced. Group projects also provide students with the opportunity to learn in co-operation rather than in competition with other students.


	(e)
	The encouragement of lecturer training schools at present being set up in the university.







What Can You Do?


The potential power of students is enormous. However, unless this power is mobilised it will remain only that - potential. An assessment committee is being set up to co-ordiante the assessment campaign.


If you have any ideas or would want to be on this committee there is a meeting on Monday 12-2pm in the TV room. If you cannot make it but have suggestions please contact me through the Students Associaiton office. A united show of strength can, as proved in the past, produce results. It is essential we do something now.








Lindy Cassidy
, 
Education Officer.









[image: QUIET EXAMS IN PROGRESS HAVE YOU GOT A BRAIN? IF SO, GO DOWN TO VICTORIA BOOK CENTRE 15 MOUNT ST. PHONE 729-5S5 AND USE IT BY PURCHASING SOME MONUMENTAL MENTALIA, THE BOOKS WRITTEN BY BRAINY EDWARD DE BOND WHO HAS GOT REALLY GOOD IDEAS ABOUT WHAT TO DO WITH YOUR GREY SLUDGE. USE IT LATERALLY, VERTICALLY AND ALL SORTS OF OTHER WAYS. ADDLE IT. DEVIL IT AND PUT IT IN A CASSEROLE. SERVE WITH SPINACH WASH IT. STORM IT MISTAKE IT FOR THE SKY. SELL IT TO PAY THE RENT. DRAIN. DESTROY IT.]
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[subsection]





How often have you asked yourself - what am I doing this for? Or why am I writing the fourth essay in two weeks, or that 2,000 word assignment counting for 40% of the final grade, or the 'rush-job' essay which doesn't count anyway?



Because these questions remain unanswered, disillusioned students willy-nilly subject themselves to the frustrating and archaic forms of assessment which our University insists on perpetuating.


You don't have to be long at university to realise that assessment is not used primarily for the student as an aid in location of her/his particular strengths and weaknesses, but rather for the purposes of stratification in society.


Education becomes a race to win a place at a high level of the social pile. Conformity rather than creativity becomes the norm.


Students will not be doing thier own private study or group work, like sheep they simultaneously wade through the same sheep dip.
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What is Assessment Meant to Measure?


An investigation into what assessment is meant to measure reveals just how spurious the logic is.
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Assessment in such departments as English, presupposes that such imponderables as 'quality of mind', 'critical thinking' 'understanding' can be measured. It is assumed that practical work - the demonstration of skills learnt - is best measured in a competitive form, not orally or in group work.


Another popular misconception is that Competition is needed to 'make students work'. There are no studies of human nature to substantiate this belief (but myths are stronger than facts anyway!).


If students have to be forced to learn then obviously it is the educational system which is defunct.


It is also assumed that students cannot plan their own courses, work progress, and assessment, whereas academics who have no training in the skills of leading groups of students are qualified to teach and assess them.


Assessment assumes that giving students a pass or failing them, teaches them something about their understanding of the course. However, contrary to this, exam scripts are never revealed or discussed.
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How Reliable is Assessment?


Inconsistencies in the assessment process date as early as 1888 with the 'classic study by Hartog and Rhodes' which first drew attention to the divergence between examiner's standards.


Later research has proved that such factors as handwriting, writing style, errors due to carelessness or fatigue, examiner's bias of the students were of more importance in determing the student's final grade than actual course content.


Thus the reliability and consistency of exams becomes alarmingly questionable.
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Effects of Assessment


Assessment first and foremost preserves a rigid, uncritical education system which perpetuates (for the quiet children of a social elite) the existing social and economic system. It discourages interrelationships between the diffused parts of knowledge - each subject and course are an entity to themselves.


Assessment reduces education to a selection process similar to that of the TAB - bits of specialised knowledge are mastered, compressed and regurgitated for the final chunder.


Competative assessment ignores the quality of the work students produce - students quickly pick up a 'formula' for writing essays and exams which will ensure a pass for the least amount of effort and creativity.
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Tactics for Change


Given that competitive society is undesirable in that its' purpose is to reinforce society by stratification, rather than to disseminate knowledge, what are the aternatives?


The Assessment campaign this year is centred round these goals (bearing in mind realisation that only with abolition of the society will abolition of competitive assessment ensue).




	(a)
	Students should aim for the right to decide the form of assessment they want.


	(b)
	That a pass/fail distinction be made with regard to grading.


	(c)
	That terms requirements be abolished.


	(d)
	Research to be undertaken to reduce workloads and investigate more flexible alternatives to traditional methods of assessment, eg the forms of assessment available are extremely limited (exam/essay/seminar paper/ short answer test etc). Some alternatives do exist and should be encouraged eg the 'double chance' assessment methods (students are assessed on the basis of their years work and are given the opportunity of sitting a finals exam at the end of the third term to improve on the mark given for their year's work). Variations of 'take-home' exams which have no rigid time or quantity limits could also be introduced. Group projects also provide students with the opportunity to learn in co-operation rather than in competition with other students.


	(e)
	The encouragement of lecturer training schools at present being set up in the university.
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What Can You Do?


The potential power of students is enormous. However, unless this power is mobilised it will remain only that - potential. An assessment committee is being set up to co-ordiante the assessment campaign.


If you have any ideas or would want to be on this committee there is a meeting on Monday 12-2pm in the TV room. If you cannot make it but have suggestions please contact me through the Students Associaiton office. A united show of strength can, as proved in the past, produce results. It is essential we do something now.








Lindy Cassidy
, 
Education Officer.
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SOSC. Debate Hots Up




Dear John,




The sociology debate took another twist as Christine Chan joined the front line with Charles Crothers to defend intellectualism, academia, and the American way. However, she is to be commended for laying open a few of the 'home truths' of Sociology - 'truths' that the Committee of Nine and others have questioned. She inadvertantly has dropped a few fundamental clangers that, I hope, will begin to show the reason for the discontent of those 'naughty' radicals.


There are five points that I would like to take up with her:


Firstly, Christine has learnt her sociology well - she refers to 'the theory of charisma' (i.e. the radicals have, without question, fallen in behind the mystical leadership of the left-wing lecturers and more broadly, left-wing intellectuals).


And so, the 'radicals' are not capable of analysing the position and theories of the left, and making them relevant to the surrounding society. No, they've all been duped. But, this is not such a good theory really. It means that if you could find someone with strong enough charisma, there would be no longer a left-wing political standpoint. It's a bit like saying that if Hitler had been a nice man the Second World War would never have happened.


So, the theory of charisma, like so much of sociological theory, ignores historical, political, socio-economic and ideological factors at any one time, and does absolutely nothing to broaden my understanding of the causes of things.


Christine also says, straight from dome dry sociological textbook, 'much of the political intrigue going on in the department seemed to me to be personality conflicts resulting in lack of communication and negative stereotyping of the other side'. Yuk!!



Roughly, for those who have not yet penetrated the deep mysteries of sociology, this means that all the trouble in the sociology department occurs because we all don't get on with each other. 'If we could only be nice to each other, there would be no conflict.' This have grave consequences if we use this approach to analyse society, if only those selfish people who control the factories etc would share some of their profits, then there would be no strikes, wars or conflict.' If I might be so bold as to suggest that 10,000 people gathered at Rugby League Park last week for the union stop work meeting would tend to disprove this theory.



Secondly, she says that you will be disappointed if you take up sociology to become a good revolutionary. 'There are political groups who do that.'


There's the old sociology line in a nutshell. You mustn't mix 'Theory' and 'practice' - they must be kept apart. So you're allowed to study racial discrimination, sexual discrimination, inequalities in housing, education, health, conflict between classes etc, but you mustn't do anything about it. If you start to do something about these things, then that's political - and that's naughty.


This position is summed up beautifully in the graphic on the black person chained to a wall. To ask the black 'why he is chained to the wall' is sociological - to break the chains and release him is political. Ask yourself which one you would choose. Finally on this point, one more example. How do you best learn to bake a cake? Answer - you first of all sit down and bake a cake. But, in sociological terms, baking a cake is practice, it soils the pure theory of cake baking, and is frowned upon.



Thirdly, Christine follows up this point with another sociological gem - 'Sociology is a discipline should seek out and offer alternatives for views of society from which the student can choose'. This one's a bit more complex so bear with me.


Alternatives imply choice. And Christine would have us believe that sociology offers us choices. But unfortunately, there's one problem. All those choices are bound up with the one dominant ideology, related, in our case to capitalism. What does this mean? The best way to describe it is perhaps through example. Suppose someone locks you up in a small wooden box. Someone can offer you cigarettes, food, blankets, pillows etc, and you are allowed to choose, say, three items. But, all these choices are in terms of the fact that you are locked up in the box. What you really want - or the real choice - is for someone to smash open the box and set you free.


This is very similar to sociology. Sociologists offer choices, but they're all bound up within the framework of capitalism. The real choice is not offered. Why not - you guessed it - it's political!!!


Notice also that the persons being offered the theories are students - generally white, middle class kids who have had it pretty good. So, they are offered a choice to analyse society the way they want to, and live their lives accordingly - travelling, living in a commune, doing social work etc. But you talk to someone working in a factory or an office downtown, and see how one eyed, selective, and typically middle class these choices are.



Fourthly, Christine talks about the failings of the Sociology Department - the uninspired lecturers, lack of energy and initiative, the poor Head of Department bogged down in administration etc. But she like all the rest, have totally missed the point These things are a symptom, not a cause. The real issue, I believe, is 'why is sociology not relevant to modern society?' or, as has been asked by Sociology Student, 'why does sociology only describe, never explain?'. To be perfectly frank with you, the Evening Post offers about as much analysis of modern society as does sociology! (Don't waste three years, just spend 10c).


Once we start delving into this question of relevance, we come up against questions of ideology, of practice of the status quo, and of power. Many people have said, and I go along with it, that if sociology were to ask the right questions about society, it would begin to become involved in the question of power, who holds power, and where does it lie.


But the question would never be answered - because the powerful would hit back. So, in the meantime, sosc ships along its merry way and talks about 'minority groups', 'stereotypes' and 'socioeconomic status', and no-one is threatened, no-one is challenged, and fundamental questions are never answered.



Fifthly, (and lastly), Christine asks why the 'radicals' leave the department. Might I suggest that the reason is very similar to the reason why, on April 10 1968, people abandoned the Wahine.


Looking forward to a continuation of this debate.



A Radical Student
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Dear Sir,




Thank you Mr Crothers for taking the time and effort to reply to our analysis of the Sociology Department.


We must start off our reply by mentioning the amount of space that Mr Crothers devoted in his reply to the various sections of our article. Our analysis of the Sociology Department which constituted 75% of our article (measured in column inches) was dealt with by 40% of Mr Crothers letter.... obviously Mr Crothers saw this as being of less importance than our table which took up 25% of the space we used and occupied 60% of Mr Crothers' reply.


The most important issues in our article were 'What has happened to the Sociology Department at Victoria University between 1973 & 1976?' and 'How can we explain these changes sociologically?'


We reply to Mr Crothers points in the order in which they appear in his letter.




	1.
	Mr Crothers says 'The Committee of Nine' sees the significance of this change (from 1973 to 1975) in terms of a power struggle between a conservative core and the radicals who were forced out....'
We were puzzled at this criticism as we used the word 'radical' only once in our analysis of the Department. We also used it in reference to students, the use of radical here meant 'critical of the power structure of capitalist society. We used it thus 'In 1973 the Department of Sociology was considered to be one of the most radical of its kind in New Zealand' i.e. we used the term radical to refer to the social structure of the Department.... why was the Department radical? Because the Department in 1973 was characterised, by 'many opposing camps that had emerged internally within the Department' ....and 'fierce debates were conducted between the varied perspectives held by members of the various camps.' The social structure of the Department was radical in that it was so different from that of other Departments in New Zealand, and indeed so different from the structure of the Department of Sociology today - which is, we believe, characterised by it 'conservative unity'.
Sociologically speaking, a relatively differentiated social structure existed at the beginning of 1973, a relatively integrated social structure existed at the beginning of 1976....Why?


	2.
	We will now leave any further discussion of the term 'radical' out of our reply.
Mr Crothers accuses us of exaggerating the background qualifications of those who left the Department in 1973. We must ask Mr Crothers, who in the conservative section of the Department today has published as widely as Webb and Collette.... who in the Department today lectures as well as O'Malley and Mugford (use of class questionnaires could amplify this point eg compare this year with 1972-3)?
The question is then raised as to whether we have accurately portrayed the extent to which debate was stimulated in the Department - those members of the Committee of Nine who were involved with the Department in 1972, '73 strongly feel that the level of sociological debate then was far higher than it is now... and we have explained the reason for the change in the level of debate - in terms of the change in the social structure of the Department.
The contrast remains!


	3.
	Mr Crothers states 'Any department losing half its membership within a short space of time is going to face considerable problems in building up its own perspectives and research programmes etc' - Mr Crothers teaches 300 level Sociology of Work, and we'd like to ask him a question and then answer it....
'Mr Crothers, what would you say about an organisation that lost half of its members within a short space of time...?'
(Mr Crothers reply)... 'I'd say there was something wrong with the organisation, labour turnover is generally an indicator of dissatisfaction and alienation'.
We have argued, and will continue to argue that the staff who left in such a short period of time did so because they were dissatisfied with the power structure in the Department. What caused this alienation and labour turnover in the Department. We can think of a few possible causes:



	a)
	the promotion of members of the 'conservative camp' over and above members of the 'non-conservative' camps who were more able as sociologists.


	b)
	the lack of 'power sharing' on the part of those who held power in the Department.


	c)
	the fact that various staff members got stamped on very heavily for running 'experimental courses' (at one stage this included letters from a member of the Department to the Vice Chancellor apologising for such courses being run.... the Vice Chancellor didn't even know about these courses... but the knife was in the back).


	d)
	dissatisfaction over the way in which new staff were appointed.




	4.
	Mr Crothers says that he knows of at least 'five promotions within the Department in the 1970's' We confess to having made an error on this point - it was our method which was at fault. We analysed the University Calendars of the 1970's in order to come up with our statement that there had only been two promotions within the Department during the 1970's.... the Calendars were obviously inaccurate. We will restate our case.


	The 'conservatives' represent 86% of the academic staff who have been employed by the Department since 1973.... 2 were members of the largest camp of 1973 ('The Conservatives')... the third person promoted was a geographer and self-confessed rightwinger.

	The pattern of promotions since 1973 is very clear, our argument remains.





At the end of our original attempt to build a 'Sociology of the Sociology Department we said 'this analysis, like any piece of scientific work is not definitive. We believe that we have isolated the true nature of the Sociology Department. . .


It is now up to other sociologists to challenge this view with a different analysis. We challenge the Department to come up with a viable critique of this article'.


Our explanation of the state of the Sociology Department today remains. So do our predictions.


We repeat our predictions... 'The Department will remain conservative in orientation. Major sociological questions and debates will be ignored. Lip-service will be paid to non-conservative sociology, and non-conservative staff and students will be frozen out of the Department. Little New Zealand material will be taught in courses.


'Students at all levels will be dissatisfied with the lack of opportunity for critical thinking. Drop-out rates will remain high. Nearly everyone who completes their required course work will pass their course (provided their sociology isn't too critical of the power structure of capitalist society)'.


These predictions are all based on our analysis of the Sociology Department. If the Department can come up with a different analysis and explanation of the changes that have occured between 1973 and 1976, their analysis will yield a different set of predictions. We will then be able to put our respective sets of predictions to the empirical test, in order to see whose analysis is the better one. This way we will truly be able to develop a 'Sociology of the Sociology Department'.



The challenge is there....
— The Committee of Nine.




PS (We have not treated the bulk of Mr Crothers letter which dealt with a critique of the table presented at the foot of our article. The letter from 'Sociology Student' in Salient provided, we feel a reasonable critique of this part of Mr Crothers article. Further discussion on this (admittedly)subjective table will distract from the real issue... the issue 75% of our original article was devoted to, the development of a 'Sociology of the Sociology Department').
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Socialist Conference



Young Socialists to Hold Conference in Auckland Over Easter.


'The free enterprise system can produce greater benefits for the people than any alternative. It is the unique complement of political democracy, just as socialism and totalitarianism got together.' That's what Mr Muldoon had to say when speaking to the Institute of Management recently.


The Young Socialists don't think that's true. We see today a society which continues to deny full human rights to Maoris and Pacific Islanders, a society which, despite its technological advancement, cannot provide basic material needs for all.


The Second Young Socialists' National Conference in Auckland at Easter will provide an opportunity for a real hard look at these problems, laying bare what so-called 'private enterprise' has done.


A panel on 'The Fight Against Racism' will be comprised of Dr Doug Sinclair, vice-president of Te Matakite of Aotearoa; Steve Niumata, president of the Pacific Island Housing and Welfare Association; and Dr Oliver Sutherland of the Auckland Committee on Racism and Discrimination.


A sizeable amount of conference time is to be devoted to the women's movement. In a report entitled 'Feminism and Socialism', Gillian Goodger, Wellington Young Socialists' coordinator, will be looking at how feminism has challenged the myths about women and their place in society.


At a panel session following, three leading feminists will present papers: Sally Casswell on 'Current Trends in the Feminist Movement', Margot Roth on 'The Early Struggles of Women', and Brigid Mulrennan on 'The Socialist Movement and Women's Rights'. Next day to introduce a workshop on abortion, Raewyn Stone will give a rundown on the history of abortion struggles.


Other topics to be discussed at the conference include today's political scene, helping build nationwide protests against the coming rugby tour of South Africa, the turmoil in South East Asia and the activities of the CIA in this country.


We want to invite all interested students along to the Young Socialists conference. Only by understanding the society we live in can we hope to change it, and fighting for a better world is what this conference is all about. Come along, April 16-18 in the Maidment Theatre, Auckland University.



Contact the Wellington 
Young Socialists
,
Ph 846-669 for details on travel concessions.
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V.U.W. Union



Here's the Latest Newsflash from the Union Catering Services!!


A new service will be commencing on the 21st April in the Cafeteria, on a trial basis to start with, in the form of a hot, cooked breakfast, available between 8am and 9.30am. The breakfast menu will consist of egg, bacon sausage, toast, tea and coffee. What it costs will depend on the size of your appetite, e.g. if you eat five eggs in one sitting you'll have to pay for each one!!


Tickets will be on sale for this breakfast (as well as for all food available in the Cafetaria throughout the day) from 8 o'clock in the morning. From 8.30am sandwiches will be on sale also.


If you have slept in, slept out, or just haven't got around to having any, buy your breakfast in the Cafe and while you're there, pick up your sandwiches, or, your tickets for your lunchtime pie, hot meal, etc.



Closing Times for Union Catering Services for Easter Closedown


On the 15th April, the Restaurant will be closed all day.


The Coffee Lounge and the Cafetaria will be open from 9.45am to 2pm.


All services will be back to normal on Wednesday 21st April with the added attraction of the above-mentioned breakfast, and the new opening time of 8am to serve it.
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Monday, April 12



	9.45am
	PICKET - Supreme Court Appeal of Dr Woolnough, tried twice for performing abortions at the Medical Aid Centre. Two juries refused to convict him and still the Government is trying to jail him Drop the charges against Woolnough! Repeal the abortion laws! Come to picket and show your support. Opposite Supreme Court.


	12 noon
	Assessment Committee meeting, TV room. All those interested in working for a better assessment system please come
9.45am




Tuesday, April 13



	9.45am
	PICKET - Supreme Court Appeal of Dr Woolnough - see Monday's notice. Opposite Supreme Court.


	12-2pm
	VUW HART AGM, Bring your interest, your ideas and your lunch. What will be the role of students in stopping the 1976' tour? Lounge and Smoking room.


	12-2pm
	Forum on DISSENT IN THE SOVIET UNION & HUMAN RIGHTS & NATIONAL MINORITIES IN THE USSR TODAY. Union Hall.


	12-2pm
	National Affairs Committee meeting to plan coming activities and review SRC policies. All welcome to attent. Board Room.


	5-7pm
	SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING. Come along and join in. Have fun and keep fit Union Hall.


	9pm
	International Affairs Committee Meeting. All interested people welcome Board Room.



Wednesday April 14



	1pm
	LABOUR CLUB Meeting. Discussion on policy formulation in the Labour Party. All welcome. TV Room.


	2.15pm
	UNION FILM - Sunday Bloody Sunday.


	4-7pm
	SASRAC in the Cafe.


	5.30pm
	Imperialism, Rockefeller, Neo colonialism - What do they mean? The Cabin (near Student Health).


	8pm
	LABOUR CLUB STEIN Only $1 50. Beer, spirits, wine and even music. Come Along for a great night. All welcome. Smoking Room/Lounge.




Thursday April 15



	4-7pm
	SASRAC whiles away your worries.... Cafe


	5.00pm
	UNION FILM - Peckinpah's Wild Bunch. The western to beat all westerns.


	7.30pm
	DANCE with Disco. Arranged by Fiji Club with Backing of Cultural Affairs Committee. Adm: $1.50 students; $2 non students. $2.50 double. Union Hall.




Friday April 16



	5.15-7.30pm
	Christian Union Tea. Lounge and Smoking Room.




Coming Event April 24



	7.30
	FIJI Club SGM with drinks afterwards. Smoking Room and Lounge.
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Oppose Apartheid Stop the Tour




Most probably you have never heard of OUSTTM (pronounced oust'em). In the next few months, if they have anything to do with it, you will be hearing a lot.



OUSTTM was formed a month ago at a Sharpeville Day meeting called by Wellington HART branches to co-ordinate stop the tour activity in Wellington.



It is strictly concerned with stopping the All Black tour to South Africa planned for June this year. And when the tour is stopped. OUSTTM will cease to exist.


There is a full-time coordinator - John McDavitt, and several committees, whose job it is to initiate activities. These activities (and most publicity) will centre round three main events:



	1)
	
a meeting with Trevor Richards as main speaker tentatively set down for the Concert Chamber on May 3rd.


	2)
	
the All Black trials on May 8th.


	3)
	
a massive 'mobilization' on May 28 - (ie a series of organised marches throughout the country).




As John said, if half the ideas mooted get put into practise, the tour will be stopped for sure. It's simply a matter of really arousing the consciousness of New Zealanders. Thats why OUSTTM is trying to reach as broad a base of people as possible.


Support is to be elicited from Trade Unions; schools, teachers colleges and universities; churches; and Labour and Values parties.


But all this needs man-power, and its on the availability of people willing to help that the cancellation of the tour depends. If you want something done, come and help do it.


There are fortnightly meetings, most probably up at the University Union. The next is at 2pm on Easter Sunday (ie April 18th). There are also working bees, at the HART office on the 1st floor of 50 Courtenay Place, every Monday from 5.30 - 730. And John McDavitt will be at the HART office all day every week day (Phone 851-973 or 859-246 for any queries, offers etc).
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Dirty Pool


This article is taken from the Johannesburg Star of January 31 1976. While blacks in Southern Africa are fighting for their liberation the white minority are still concerned with the trivial subject of whether or not their black servants should be allowed to swim in the family pools. This is indeed a good indication of how far Vorster's racist white regime is from granting majority participation in the South African government.
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Local Servants Take the Plunge



Do you let your servants swim in your pool? 
Sue Garbett did a snap survey in Johannesburg anti elicited replies that may surprise you Many a Johannesburg madam is perfectly happy for her maid to use her swimming pool.


In a random survey, half of those questioned said they wouldn't mind their servants taking the plunge.


Our quarter said they had not given the matter a thought and were most surprised to be asked the question.


The remaining 25 percent were adamant they wouldn't let their maids have a dip.


Most of those who were against didn't want to be identified or quoted. Their reasons included "changing our traditional way of life," and not allowing a servant to use the employers facilities.


What was surprising was the large number of people whose servants have been swimming in private pools for years.


"Well, we've never thought twice about it, it seemed the most natural thing in the world;" said Mrs M B Ledochowski of Atholl.




[image: Do you Allow year servants to use your pool?]

Do you Allow year servants to use your pool?




Mrs Liz Carter of Pretoria said her maid 'was so interested in the pool while it was being built recently that she suggested she swim once it was completed.


"She rushed off and bought a most dramatic costume, and then leapt in the deep end without knowing how to swim! So I watched over her and my young son while they swam together."


"My maid was 
Most surprised when I suggested she swim, said a Houghton housewife. "But once our pool was built it seemed the right thing to do."


Mrs Sheena Duncan, head of the Black Sash, says that all her household members share their amenities.


"I feel the lives of domesties are particularly lonely ones, isolated as they are from families and friends. If we can make life more acceptable for them, isn't it worth it?"


Dr Seema Browde. MPU said her servants had used their pool for the past 16 years since it was built.


'I was horrified to hear recently that old neighbours of ours resented this."


It seems the battle of the Rand burg swimming pools may well be a thing of the past.


There is more mixed swimming going on than any of us ever realised!




[image: Mrs Renee Laub of Norwood. "Our gardener used to swim in our pool. The maid can if she wants to."]

Mrs Renee Laub of Norwood. "Our gardener used to swim in our pool. The maid can if she wants to."
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Mrs D Dale of Honey-dew. "No, I wouldn't let our maid use the pool. It's a family pool, we use it"
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Mrs M Mirkin of Germiston. "My maid can swim in our pool with great pleasure. I know her well you see."






[image: Mrs P De Haas of Hurlingham. "My maid's too old to swim now. If she could, she'd be allowed to use the pool."]

Mrs P De Haas of Hurlingham. "My maid's too old to swim now. If she could, she'd be allowed to use the pool."






[image: Vivien and Maurice Kramer of Wendywood. "Our gardener and maids are too self conscious to take the plunge, although we have suggested they do."]

Vivien and Maurice Kramer of Wendywood. "Our gardener and maids are too self conscious to take the plunge, although we have suggested they do."
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Vietnam — Recontruction Begins





If we count cars and fridges, stereos and motorways, then Viet Nam is a poor country, very poor. Yet, next to this, the spirit, vitality and organisation of the people of Viet Nam make it a very wealthy country indeed.


I arrived in Hanoi just seven months after the final victory of the liberation forces over the Saigon regime. Although I stayed only one week, it was sufficient time to gain an overwhelming impression of a society richer and at the same time poorer than our own.


The physical contrasts are very apparent from the outset. Most of the people of Hanoi use push-bikes. The Hanoi version of the rush hour involves a great sea of bicycle-mounted Vietnamese cramming both sides of the often very narrow avenues and streets. The few jeeps honk their passage through the reluctantly dividing mass, as do the even fewer cars, usually carrying foreign visitors or diplomats.


Clothing styles have remained traditional despite a long history of contact with the western world. An interpreter in Haiphong proudly pointed out how the women were still wearing the costumes that Vietnamese women have worn for ages; the triangular hat and the silken black pantaloons






Water Buffalo Against B52s


It is in agriculture that the lack of technology is most evident. Water buffalo are still pulling wooden ploughs in the paddy fields, while water is often shifted from one irrigation channel to another by the time-honoured means of primitive scoops, suspended on lines and swung by hand.


And yet the people had just defeated the most sophisticated technological world had ever seen


I realised once and irrevocably that such a people could never be defeated when I was taken to visit Ho Chi Minhs' mauseleum. Every morning thousands of people line in front of the mauseleum and file quietly up the marble steps to where lies the imbalmed body of Ho Chi Minh.


The amazing adoration of those people show to this great leaders quite overwhelming. Cynics may scoff and make comment about the professional filers-past who perform for the benefit for foreign visitors; but there was absolutely nothing contrived about the grief these people still feel at the loss of their Uncle Ho.


I arrived in the land of Ho Chi Minh on the third of December aboard an Aeroflot flight from Vientiane in Laos where I had spent the last three days. After flying over the mountainous terrain of Laos I found the tight paddy fields of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam a sudden transition to one of the most intensively farmed parts of the world.


From the air especially, the flood plain of the Red River showed much greener than the fields of Northern Thailand or Laos. Yet the appearance could have been deceptive for the harvest in the latter two countries had not yet been gathered, while in Viet Nam the ploughing and much planting was already taking place of the vegetable crop that would fill the fields before the next rice cropt was due to begin its season at Tet, the lunar year, at the end of January.






Seeing the Sights of Hanoi


My first afternoon was spent in Hanoi touring the city to see the sights with the two interpreters assigned to me, Mme Suu, and one of my own age, Nguyen Kim Anh. Hanoi has four lakes, many of them with parks surrounding them and we visited the Thang Nhat (Unification) park right in the centre of town.


Hanoi is a very clean city, much cleaner than the rubbish piles of Vientiane or the dusty, garish billboards of Bangkok with the huge Westernised features of the local film stars promising the most in exotic and exotic delight. Along the roads and above them are the red banners with socialist and patriotic slogans.


The most frequent were the famous dictum of Ho Chi Minh's that nothing is more precious than independence and freedom, celebrations of the victory in the South, the thirtieth anniversary of the proclaimation of the DRV and the principle of the leadership of the Lao Dong (the Viet Nam Worker's Party).


The next day I expected to be largely an exercise in sightseeing, Ho Chi Minh's Mausoleum, a static display in the art museum, a pagoda and the circus in the evening. I did not reckon with the pervasivness of politics in the DRV.


The mausoleum would probably have been frowned upon by Ho Chi Minh. It is an elaborate structure of elegant marble and rare timbers solely designed as the last resting place for the greatest of all Vietnamese patriots. Foreign visitors gain the non-socialist privilege of being able to jump the queue and join it at the main doors. Ho Chi Min's body lies with hands folded across the chest; red tinged light illuminates gently his serene face as he sleeps, his task complete. At his head two flags symbolise the two passions of his life: the crossed hammer and sickle of Marxist-Leninism and the single central star of the Vietnamese national flag.






Religion Part of New Society


Religion is not vilified in the DRV. Buddism was the predominant faith in pre-colonial times and the French established a significant enclave of Catholics, many of whom took to the South when the French were defeated, preferring to live under American tutelage.


The icons in an art museum I visited still attracted people who regarded them as good luck charms. At a pagoda we visited, this same attitude was prevalent. The meanings of the various symbols were explained to me and I was encouraged to take photographs of the interior.


Though the pagoda and grounds were well cared for, and I was informed that such foreign dignitaries as Prince Norodom Sihanouk frequently visited and stayed, there was a total lack of the sort of reverence expressed in churches or board meetings in our society. The pagodas mostly appeared to serve not as pipes for the opiates of the masses, but rather as the places where, in former times the privileged offspring of the Vietnamese wealthy elite could receive an education to help them preserve their position in society.


That evening it was a visit to the circus. In Hanoi there is a permanent circus tent and every night an audience fills it to capacity to see the things that happen in circuses every where; jugglers, acrobats, liontamers and, of course, clowns. How different these people really are, tears rolling down their faces at the antics of the clowns, to the picture of the rampaging inhuman fanatics created by the twisted paranoia of the American generals.


On the following day I had the first of my meetings with the Viet Nam National Union of Students. The student movement in Viet Nam had always been an important element in the opposition to the French colonialists and the American imperialists, right from the first days of protest marches in Saigon and Hue against both these forces in 1950. The students movement in those days also realised that success lay in incorporation with the political leadership and the other sectors of the Vietnamese population who were exploited by the colonialist power.






Student Class Nature Changed


Under socialism in the DRV, there have been inevitable changes in the class nature of the student population. In 1955 the majority of the students were middle class but now all of them are from worker or peasant families. The capitalists and the landlord class people are now part of the worker or peasant mass and the only grouping classified by the Vietnamese themselves as being apart from the workers and the peasants are the intelligentsia, such as doctors and teachers.


Such change in the class nature of the student body is due not only to the transformation of the class nature of society but to special assistance given to the children of workers by the students' Union.


During the bombing of the DRV the schools and universities were removed from the cities to the countryside. Entire university towns were created in the rural areas. Not only was it ensured that studies were not interrupted but there was a special effort to organise cultural and sporting activities and create a student community as close as possible to normal. Study and practice were combined to deal with the requirements of the wartime situation.


Between April and September of 1972 the US attacked 10 high schools killing 84 students and wounding 67. Anti-aircraft brigades were formed, a number of planes were brought down and their pilots captured. All students undertook military training for one month of the year and this practice is continued even though the period is reduced. Many of the students wanted to join the army to fight for the fatherland but were denied permission to do so until 1971 when a certain number were released from their studies. Many of these students gained the award of 'Heroes of the Army'. One such civil engineering 'Hero' was a student who specialised in the heavy roading for tanks. He was wounded in the arm and he begged for the arm to be amputated in order that he could fight on. Even when he was wounded again he continued in the attack.


The Viet Nam National Union for Students was founded in 1954 and today every student is eligible to be a member and joins because of the considerable number of benefits offered. A Congress is held every year in each school and the head of the school attends the Congress to answer the demands of the students as well as telling the students what he or she expects of them.


The Head will request such things as better care of the furniture while the students will make requests for better food or different books. One of the functions of the Council is to elect the schools Executive Committee of the Party whose duty is to foster the political development of the school while leaving the more everyday tasks of administration to the school Management Board, the student union or the Ho Chi Minh Youth Union.


Most people in the DRV between the ages of 15 and 18 are members of a Ho Chi Minh Youth Union. Those still at school participate in the activities of the Ho Chi Minh Youth Union of the school. With the increased standards of education and the higher proportion of working class children in the schools, the proportion of the Ho Chi Minh Youth Unions has correspondingly increased. The Youth Union has activities outside the education context and therefore the Students Union does not need to cover anywhere near as broad a scope as it does in New Zealand.


This method of dealing with disciplinary matters provides an example of how the students are an integral part of the decision making process The Disciplinary Board comprises members of the Lao Dong, the Youth Union and the Student Union. This Board examines the case presented by the Management Board of the school and hear explanations.




[image: Cartoon of a soldier climbing aboard a plane and later tourists disembarking from a plane]









Students in South Viet Nam


In the South there were 13 universities administered by the Thieu Regime with 100,000 students or at least that was the official number because many of the students did not exist other than as names under which to draw allowances. When liberation came, many of the universities in the North were transferred to the South in order to provide education for students there.


Despite the 'ivory tower' nature of the universities in the South, the student there had often been very active. Campaigns had been raised against the US involvement in the war, against the press ganging of students into the army, and against corruption Many were imprisoned by President Thieu as a consequence, some for as many as ten years.


The tasks carried out by the students in the newly liberated South were important to avery the possibility of breakdown of essential services just after liberation. They included jobs such a traffic control, hygiene work, assistance in the resettlement projects, with work in political development being considered a high priority.


With the impending reunification of Viet Nam, the Students Union for Liberation in the South will likewise become one with the Viet Nam Nation of Students in the North.






Comments on the South


My most interesting meeting in Hanoi was with Nguyen Khai Vien, the editor of 'Viet Nam Courier', an English language publication on events in Viet Nam.


'Vien explained to me the massive task of construction on the DRV there was for instance only 100 km of railway line in the North when the French were driven out in 1954. Vien considered that the industrial development in Viet Nam achieved by the French was at the level of Europe industry in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.


The second industrial revolution of post war Europe had not been heard of in Viet Nam when the French left. The preliminary basis of the development took place between 1955 and '65 but the U.S. imperialists destroyed the results achieved from the end of that period until 1968 and then again during the twelve day bombing of 1972 destroyed most of what had been constructed in the interim.






Natural Disasters Cause Devastation


The natural disasters to which agriculturally based Viet Nam was subject, also created many problems. From May through to September the monsoon rains can cause floods and yet immediately they cease drought often dries the land and shrivels the crops. To cope with this problem 4,000 km of dykes and dams with an average weight of 10 m had been constructed. Maintainance was a massive engineering task.


In 1971, the floods had been so bad that people were able to wash their hands in the Red river while on top of the dykes. The level of the water in the Red river had been 7 km above street level in Hanoi. If Richard Nixon's 1972 scheme for bombing the dykes had been a year earlier, the Vietnamese would have lost millions of their numbers.


I recalled the slogan of the anti-Kennedy pro-Nixon lobby in another context: 'Nobody drowned at Watergate.' But then Americans have always been told to put a different value on American lives.


Typhoons also took their toll, such as in 1968 when the effects were worse than 3,352 raids and again in 1973 when a typhoon wiped out ¼ of the harvest.


There is a lack of arable land in the DRV, only two million acres of arable land to feed 24 million people. In Vien's uncomplicated logic, to collectivise is the only way to prevent infrequent widescale starvation for it is only on collective that modem machinery could be utilised efficiently.


The tasks from now until 1980 emphasise reconstruction of the destroyed power plants, bridges and housing. The destruction of all these was extensive. Hong Gai had been completely razed, Haiphong had been 30% destroyed and yet the population growth had continued at 3% per year. Vien seemed amused at the fertility of the Vietnamese.


The problems in the South are even greater. Between 1965 and '74 some 10 million people had left the countryside for the urban centres, some because they were rounded up by the Saigon regime under Operation Phoenix, some just fled the war.


This migration had massive recruitment into Thieu's army and it had also caused huge problems of unemployment and half a million prostitues, of unemployment and half a million prostitutes. Vien estimated that there were 3-4,000 orphans of mixed blood in the South and a total of 100,000 drug addicts.






Expectations High in all Sectors


In agriculture the plans have been made and expectations are high. In previous times 1.5 million tons of rice were exported per year from the South. With a small application of modern technology together with peace, rice produce is expected to rise to provide enough for both North and South in two or three years. The rich agricultural potential of the South, especially in the Central Highlands, could provide rubber, tea, coffee and paper for export.


It was expected that normalisation of life in the South would take five years, and by 1986 the stage of the 1st European industrial revolution would have been reached and by the year 2000 a modern industrial socialist state. I could not help but be amazed by the massive nature of this task and the enthusiastic confidence that Vien displayed in the achieving of the goals.


The next day we set off for Haiphong along the intensively bombed road that had been the lifeline for Viet Nam's capital to the coast through the war years. All along the road were the pushbikes, crowding the intensively occupied and farmed rural flat lands. The paddy fields ran right up to the side of the road - there was no wasted ground whatsoever. Anti aircraft guns just outside Hanoi still pointed at the sky above.


The bridges we crossed on that way showed all the signs of war, craters all about and twisted steel rusting in piles upstream and downstream of the most recently constructed and surviving specimen. These bridges carried both road and rail traffic under the same path, cars and other vehicles bumped over the rail sleepers to the other side.






Haiphong - Growing Industrial City


Haiphong seemed to me a rawer city than Hanoi. There was less of the quaint old French architecture and more of the busy and growing-industrial city. The growth was akin to that of a trees new shoots from a severed yet still very much living stump. We stood on a bridge over the river and looked out over the city to the houses built since the destruction of the 1972 bombing. Only by following a pattern of comparatively new thatch on the houses in Haiphong could I establish the area once destroyed so completely that a foreign journalist had described it as being like the surface of the moon.




[image: Don Carson, NZUSA Vice-President, wrote on his return from a visit to Vietnam as the guest of the Vietnamese National Union of Students.]

Don Carson, NZUSA Vice-President, wrote on his return from a visit to Vietnam as the guest of the Vietnamese National Union of Students.




The bridge itself was a rather amazing creation; or rather creation. More than ten times thee American planes had severed the jugular vein of Haiphong's industry and on each occasion the Vietnamese engineers had, within five or six days built the bridge again so it could take the heavy industrial traffic.


The docks at Haiphong also bore the unmistakable signs of intense bombardment, the railway lines had been twisted back into shape many times. Everything once again built and rebuilt.


I visited a hospital in Haiphong, a contribution to Viet Nam from Czechoslovakia. In twenty years North Viet Nam has eradicated malaria, smallpox, polio and trachoma, at least in epidemic proportions and they have controlled TB and leprosy, a remarkable achievement for a country in a war time situation.


Late that day we drove back to Hanoi. It was night as we left Haiphong for the capital and yet the job of increasing production was still going on, even at that late hour. On occasions, the road ahead would seem to be alight and we would come across a lorry far too short to accommodate its load of reinforcing wire so that much of it was dragging on the road behind, setting up an eerie shower of sparks on the roadway.


My visit was now almost at an end and I had few more places to see or people to meet. Kham Thiem street, so utterly blitzed during the Christmas bombing of 1972, now indistinguishable from the other streets of Hanoi but for a mute reminding monument erected where a house once stood.


I also went to the Polytechnic university and was told once more of the difficulties and struggles of the students at the university during the war years, the battle for produciton, the Marxist-Leninist emphasis in education and the application of scientific discoveries to the concrete conditions of life in Viet Nam.


All too quickly, it was time to leave Viet Nam, and the tour of a number of foreigners was ending too. The physical situation as a whole had been almost as I had expected it and my ideas were not drastically transformed during my stay. What I am left with though is an overwhelming impression of the generosity and happiness of the people, truck after truck on the bridge over the Red river was piloted by a beaming eupeptic driver.


I left Viet Nam on the twelfth of December bound for a connecting flight out of Laos, which had transformed quite markedly in the week I had been there and thence onward to another disciplined society, Singapore. Singapore with the discipline imposed by a tyrannical headmaster as different from the Vietnamese self-imposed discipline which is analogous to that of the diet and exercise regime of the athlete in training. This is the last contrast I make, perhaps the most important of all.
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If we count cars and fridges, stereos and motorways, then Viet Nam is a poor country, very poor. Yet, next to this, the spirit, vitality and organisation of the people of Viet Nam make it a very wealthy country indeed.


I arrived in Hanoi just seven months after the final victory of the liberation forces over the Saigon regime. Although I stayed only one week, it was sufficient time to gain an overwhelming impression of a society richer and at the same time poorer than our own.


The physical contrasts are very apparent from the outset. Most of the people of Hanoi use push-bikes. The Hanoi version of the rush hour involves a great sea of bicycle-mounted Vietnamese cramming both sides of the often very narrow avenues and streets. The few jeeps honk their passage through the reluctantly dividing mass, as do the even fewer cars, usually carrying foreign visitors or diplomats.


Clothing styles have remained traditional despite a long history of contact with the western world. An interpreter in Haiphong proudly pointed out how the women were still wearing the costumes that Vietnamese women have worn for ages; the triangular hat and the silken black pantaloons
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Water Buffalo Against B52s


It is in agriculture that the lack of technology is most evident. Water buffalo are still pulling wooden ploughs in the paddy fields, while water is often shifted from one irrigation channel to another by the time-honoured means of primitive scoops, suspended on lines and swung by hand.


And yet the people had just defeated the most sophisticated technological world had ever seen


I realised once and irrevocably that such a people could never be defeated when I was taken to visit Ho Chi Minhs' mauseleum. Every morning thousands of people line in front of the mauseleum and file quietly up the marble steps to where lies the imbalmed body of Ho Chi Minh.


The amazing adoration of those people show to this great leaders quite overwhelming. Cynics may scoff and make comment about the professional filers-past who perform for the benefit for foreign visitors; but there was absolutely nothing contrived about the grief these people still feel at the loss of their Uncle Ho.


I arrived in the land of Ho Chi Minh on the third of December aboard an Aeroflot flight from Vientiane in Laos where I had spent the last three days. After flying over the mountainous terrain of Laos I found the tight paddy fields of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam a sudden transition to one of the most intensively farmed parts of the world.


From the air especially, the flood plain of the Red River showed much greener than the fields of Northern Thailand or Laos. Yet the appearance could have been deceptive for the harvest in the latter two countries had not yet been gathered, while in Viet Nam the ploughing and much planting was already taking place of the vegetable crop that would fill the fields before the next rice cropt was due to begin its season at Tet, the lunar year, at the end of January.
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Seeing the Sights of Hanoi


My first afternoon was spent in Hanoi touring the city to see the sights with the two interpreters assigned to me, Mme Suu, and one of my own age, Nguyen Kim Anh. Hanoi has four lakes, many of them with parks surrounding them and we visited the Thang Nhat (Unification) park right in the centre of town.


Hanoi is a very clean city, much cleaner than the rubbish piles of Vientiane or the dusty, garish billboards of Bangkok with the huge Westernised features of the local film stars promising the most in exotic and exotic delight. Along the roads and above them are the red banners with socialist and patriotic slogans.


The most frequent were the famous dictum of Ho Chi Minh's that nothing is more precious than independence and freedom, celebrations of the victory in the South, the thirtieth anniversary of the proclaimation of the DRV and the principle of the leadership of the Lao Dong (the Viet Nam Worker's Party).


The next day I expected to be largely an exercise in sightseeing, Ho Chi Minh's Mausoleum, a static display in the art museum, a pagoda and the circus in the evening. I did not reckon with the pervasivness of politics in the DRV.


The mausoleum would probably have been frowned upon by Ho Chi Minh. It is an elaborate structure of elegant marble and rare timbers solely designed as the last resting place for the greatest of all Vietnamese patriots. Foreign visitors gain the non-socialist privilege of being able to jump the queue and join it at the main doors. Ho Chi Min's body lies with hands folded across the chest; red tinged light illuminates gently his serene face as he sleeps, his task complete. At his head two flags symbolise the two passions of his life: the crossed hammer and sickle of Marxist-Leninism and the single central star of the Vietnamese national flag.
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Religion Part of New Society


Religion is not vilified in the DRV. Buddism was the predominant faith in pre-colonial times and the French established a significant enclave of Catholics, many of whom took to the South when the French were defeated, preferring to live under American tutelage.


The icons in an art museum I visited still attracted people who regarded them as good luck charms. At a pagoda we visited, this same attitude was prevalent. The meanings of the various symbols were explained to me and I was encouraged to take photographs of the interior.


Though the pagoda and grounds were well cared for, and I was informed that such foreign dignitaries as Prince Norodom Sihanouk frequently visited and stayed, there was a total lack of the sort of reverence expressed in churches or board meetings in our society. The pagodas mostly appeared to serve not as pipes for the opiates of the masses, but rather as the places where, in former times the privileged offspring of the Vietnamese wealthy elite could receive an education to help them preserve their position in society.


That evening it was a visit to the circus. In Hanoi there is a permanent circus tent and every night an audience fills it to capacity to see the things that happen in circuses every where; jugglers, acrobats, liontamers and, of course, clowns. How different these people really are, tears rolling down their faces at the antics of the clowns, to the picture of the rampaging inhuman fanatics created by the twisted paranoia of the American generals.


On the following day I had the first of my meetings with the Viet Nam National Union of Students. The student movement in Viet Nam had always been an important element in the opposition to the French colonialists and the American imperialists, right from the first days of protest marches in Saigon and Hue against both these forces in 1950. The students movement in those days also realised that success lay in incorporation with the political leadership and the other sectors of the Vietnamese population who were exploited by the colonialist power.
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Student Class Nature Changed


Under socialism in the DRV, there have been inevitable changes in the class nature of the student population. In 1955 the majority of the students were middle class but now all of them are from worker or peasant families. The capitalists and the landlord class people are now part of the worker or peasant mass and the only grouping classified by the Vietnamese themselves as being apart from the workers and the peasants are the intelligentsia, such as doctors and teachers.


Such change in the class nature of the student body is due not only to the transformation of the class nature of society but to special assistance given to the children of workers by the students' Union.


During the bombing of the DRV the schools and universities were removed from the cities to the countryside. Entire university towns were created in the rural areas. Not only was it ensured that studies were not interrupted but there was a special effort to organise cultural and sporting activities and create a student community as close as possible to normal. Study and practice were combined to deal with the requirements of the wartime situation.


Between April and September of 1972 the US attacked 10 high schools killing 84 students and wounding 67. Anti-aircraft brigades were formed, a number of planes were brought down and their pilots captured. All students undertook military training for one month of the year and this practice is continued even though the period is reduced. Many of the students wanted to join the army to fight for the fatherland but were denied permission to do so until 1971 when a certain number were released from their studies. Many of these students gained the award of 'Heroes of the Army'. One such civil engineering 'Hero' was a student who specialised in the heavy roading for tanks. He was wounded in the arm and he begged for the arm to be amputated in order that he could fight on. Even when he was wounded again he continued in the attack.


The Viet Nam National Union for Students was founded in 1954 and today every student is eligible to be a member and joins because of the considerable number of benefits offered. A Congress is held every year in each school and the head of the school attends the Congress to answer the demands of the students as well as telling the students what he or she expects of them.


The Head will request such things as better care of the furniture while the students will make requests for better food or different books. One of the functions of the Council is to elect the schools Executive Committee of the Party whose duty is to foster the political development of the school while leaving the more everyday tasks of administration to the school Management Board, the student union or the Ho Chi Minh Youth Union.


Most people in the DRV between the ages of 15 and 18 are members of a Ho Chi Minh Youth Union. Those still at school participate in the activities of the Ho Chi Minh Youth Union of the school. With the increased standards of education and the higher proportion of working class children in the schools, the proportion of the Ho Chi Minh Youth Unions has correspondingly increased. The Youth Union has activities outside the education context and therefore the Students Union does not need to cover anywhere near as broad a scope as it does in New Zealand.


This method of dealing with disciplinary matters provides an example of how the students are an integral part of the decision making process The Disciplinary Board comprises members of the Lao Dong, the Youth Union and the Student Union. This Board examines the case presented by the Management Board of the school and hear explanations.
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Students in South Viet Nam


In the South there were 13 universities administered by the Thieu Regime with 100,000 students or at least that was the official number because many of the students did not exist other than as names under which to draw allowances. When liberation came, many of the universities in the North were transferred to the South in order to provide education for students there.


Despite the 'ivory tower' nature of the universities in the South, the student there had often been very active. Campaigns had been raised against the US involvement in the war, against the press ganging of students into the army, and against corruption Many were imprisoned by President Thieu as a consequence, some for as many as ten years.


The tasks carried out by the students in the newly liberated South were important to avery the possibility of breakdown of essential services just after liberation. They included jobs such a traffic control, hygiene work, assistance in the resettlement projects, with work in political development being considered a high priority.


With the impending reunification of Viet Nam, the Students Union for Liberation in the South will likewise become one with the Viet Nam Nation of Students in the North.
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Comments on the South


My most interesting meeting in Hanoi was with Nguyen Khai Vien, the editor of 'Viet Nam Courier', an English language publication on events in Viet Nam.


'Vien explained to me the massive task of construction on the DRV there was for instance only 100 km of railway line in the North when the French were driven out in 1954. Vien considered that the industrial development in Viet Nam achieved by the French was at the level of Europe industry in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.


The second industrial revolution of post war Europe had not been heard of in Viet Nam when the French left. The preliminary basis of the development took place between 1955 and '65 but the U.S. imperialists destroyed the results achieved from the end of that period until 1968 and then again during the twelve day bombing of 1972 destroyed most of what had been constructed in the interim.
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Natural Disasters Cause Devastation


The natural disasters to which agriculturally based Viet Nam was subject, also created many problems. From May through to September the monsoon rains can cause floods and yet immediately they cease drought often dries the land and shrivels the crops. To cope with this problem 4,000 km of dykes and dams with an average weight of 10 m had been constructed. Maintainance was a massive engineering task.


In 1971, the floods had been so bad that people were able to wash their hands in the Red river while on top of the dykes. The level of the water in the Red river had been 7 km above street level in Hanoi. If Richard Nixon's 1972 scheme for bombing the dykes had been a year earlier, the Vietnamese would have lost millions of their numbers.


I recalled the slogan of the anti-Kennedy pro-Nixon lobby in another context: 'Nobody drowned at Watergate.' But then Americans have always been told to put a different value on American lives.


Typhoons also took their toll, such as in 1968 when the effects were worse than 3,352 raids and again in 1973 when a typhoon wiped out ¼ of the harvest.


There is a lack of arable land in the DRV, only two million acres of arable land to feed 24 million people. In Vien's uncomplicated logic, to collectivise is the only way to prevent infrequent widescale starvation for it is only on collective that modem machinery could be utilised efficiently.


The tasks from now until 1980 emphasise reconstruction of the destroyed power plants, bridges and housing. The destruction of all these was extensive. Hong Gai had been completely razed, Haiphong had been 30% destroyed and yet the population growth had continued at 3% per year. Vien seemed amused at the fertility of the Vietnamese.


The problems in the South are even greater. Between 1965 and '74 some 10 million people had left the countryside for the urban centres, some because they were rounded up by the Saigon regime under Operation Phoenix, some just fled the war.


This migration had massive recruitment into Thieu's army and it had also caused huge problems of unemployment and half a million prostitues, of unemployment and half a million prostitutes. Vien estimated that there were 3-4,000 orphans of mixed blood in the South and a total of 100,000 drug addicts.
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Expectations High in all Sectors


In agriculture the plans have been made and expectations are high. In previous times 1.5 million tons of rice were exported per year from the South. With a small application of modern technology together with peace, rice produce is expected to rise to provide enough for both North and South in two or three years. The rich agricultural potential of the South, especially in the Central Highlands, could provide rubber, tea, coffee and paper for export.


It was expected that normalisation of life in the South would take five years, and by 1986 the stage of the 1st European industrial revolution would have been reached and by the year 2000 a modern industrial socialist state. I could not help but be amazed by the massive nature of this task and the enthusiastic confidence that Vien displayed in the achieving of the goals.


The next day we set off for Haiphong along the intensively bombed road that had been the lifeline for Viet Nam's capital to the coast through the war years. All along the road were the pushbikes, crowding the intensively occupied and farmed rural flat lands. The paddy fields ran right up to the side of the road - there was no wasted ground whatsoever. Anti aircraft guns just outside Hanoi still pointed at the sky above.


The bridges we crossed on that way showed all the signs of war, craters all about and twisted steel rusting in piles upstream and downstream of the most recently constructed and surviving specimen. These bridges carried both road and rail traffic under the same path, cars and other vehicles bumped over the rail sleepers to the other side.
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Haiphong - Growing Industrial City


Haiphong seemed to me a rawer city than Hanoi. There was less of the quaint old French architecture and more of the busy and growing-industrial city. The growth was akin to that of a trees new shoots from a severed yet still very much living stump. We stood on a bridge over the river and looked out over the city to the houses built since the destruction of the 1972 bombing. Only by following a pattern of comparatively new thatch on the houses in Haiphong could I establish the area once destroyed so completely that a foreign journalist had described it as being like the surface of the moon.




[image: Don Carson, NZUSA Vice-President, wrote on his return from a visit to Vietnam as the guest of the Vietnamese National Union of Students.]

Don Carson, NZUSA Vice-President, wrote on his return from a visit to Vietnam as the guest of the Vietnamese National Union of Students.




The bridge itself was a rather amazing creation; or rather creation. More than ten times thee American planes had severed the jugular vein of Haiphong's industry and on each occasion the Vietnamese engineers had, within five or six days built the bridge again so it could take the heavy industrial traffic.


The docks at Haiphong also bore the unmistakable signs of intense bombardment, the railway lines had been twisted back into shape many times. Everything once again built and rebuilt.


I visited a hospital in Haiphong, a contribution to Viet Nam from Czechoslovakia. In twenty years North Viet Nam has eradicated malaria, smallpox, polio and trachoma, at least in epidemic proportions and they have controlled TB and leprosy, a remarkable achievement for a country in a war time situation.


Late that day we drove back to Hanoi. It was night as we left Haiphong for the capital and yet the job of increasing production was still going on, even at that late hour. On occasions, the road ahead would seem to be alight and we would come across a lorry far too short to accommodate its load of reinforcing wire so that much of it was dragging on the road behind, setting up an eerie shower of sparks on the roadway.


My visit was now almost at an end and I had few more places to see or people to meet. Kham Thiem street, so utterly blitzed during the Christmas bombing of 1972, now indistinguishable from the other streets of Hanoi but for a mute reminding monument erected where a house once stood.


I also went to the Polytechnic university and was told once more of the difficulties and struggles of the students at the university during the war years, the battle for produciton, the Marxist-Leninist emphasis in education and the application of scientific discoveries to the concrete conditions of life in Viet Nam.


All too quickly, it was time to leave Viet Nam, and the tour of a number of foreigners was ending too. The physical situation as a whole had been almost as I had expected it and my ideas were not drastically transformed during my stay. What I am left with though is an overwhelming impression of the generosity and happiness of the people, truck after truck on the bridge over the Red river was piloted by a beaming eupeptic driver.


I left Viet Nam on the twelfth of December bound for a connecting flight out of Laos, which had transformed quite markedly in the week I had been there and thence onward to another disciplined society, Singapore. Singapore with the discipline imposed by a tyrannical headmaster as different from the Vietnamese self-imposed discipline which is analogous to that of the diet and exercise regime of the athlete in training. This is the last contrast I make, perhaps the most important of all.
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Earth 1980's?



by Leigh Thomson






[image: We do not inherit the earth but hold it in trust for our children']



Construction of a nuclear power Station in New Zealand could begin before the end of this decade.



The Power Planning Committee has recommended in a Report on Electric Power Development that unless new resources of suitable cheap indigenous power become available, the New Zealand Government should make a decision in October 1977 (18 months from now) to start building in 1979 a 1200mw nuclear station.


It would begin generating in 1988.


It is a commonly held belief that the Government has already decided to introduce nuclear power, evidenced if one asks the question If, as the present Minister of Electricity claims, the NZED is only carrying out initial planning for the possible introduction of nuclear power, why has it trained a much greater number of experts than is necessary?


The General Manager of NZED, Mr P.N.Blakeley, recently returned from a world tour to announce his confidence that nuclear power would be safe for New Zealand.


He has refused however to provide E.D.C. (Environmental Defence Society) with any references to the scientific bases upon which his belief presumable rests.






The Need for Nuclear Power


The Committee to Review Power Requirements, which has the task of producing the estimates of future electricity demand, has developed the idea that electricity demand in New Zealand should be growing at 7% per year.


This figure is supposed to stand regardless of changes in economic conditions and structures which might bring about changes in energy use patterns, and tends to take on the function of becoming a self-fulfilling prophecy.


Because the electricity demand is presumed to exist, generation capacity is brought forward, and the existence of this capacity necessitates an effort to sell the surplus electricity.


However, the system is also unsound in this respect: the electricity demand growth forecast by the committee is being shown to be completely incorrect.


For the last three or four years, electricity demand has not been growing at anything like the proposed rate.


Thus, the Committee to Review Power Requirements is now forced to state that demand will grow by an average of 10% per year over the next five years, just to get their estimates back in line.






Independent Advice


A leading independent investigation of nuclear power, physics professor Dr H.W. Kendall, told the New Zealand Energy Conference in May 1974 that it would be inprudent for a nation to move to nuclear power until all feasible alternative means of providing exploited energy are exploited, energy management and conservation implemented fully, and finally, a compelling need shown to exist.


None of the suggested conditions are being met in New Zealand.


Alternative energy sources are being neglected, notably solar energy conversion of several types, direct use of Main gas at double the efficiency compared with making electricity and geothermal steam.


Energy conservation has also been neglected, notably in building codes which require better insulation.


A compelling need? Earlier statements in this article strongly challenge that such a need exists.



On the basis that the NZED state there is a need for nuclear power in New Zealand, do the advantages outweigh the disadvantages?



Advantages



	1.
	Lack of Smoke - no visible air pollution.


	2.
	Saving of land - no inundation of large areas of land as happens in cases of hydro power.


	3.
	Low fuel prices - but price of uranium is increasing rapidly as resources become depleted.


	4.
	Nuclear power a substitute for fossil fuels (i.e. oil, coal, gas) sparing them for other uses.




Disadvantages



	1.
	For a given electric power, a current nuclear power station wastes at least 50% more heat into water than do other thermal power stations.


	2.
	Fuel cycle hazards - a nuclear reactor cannot be operated in functional isolation.


	3.
	Nuclear reactors could have accidents leading to the release of dangerous quantities of radio activity.
From R. Mann (biochemistry lecturer at Auckland University) in 'N.Z. Environment' Oct. '76. We just do not know the probabilities of major accidents in nuclear power plants, and if such a disaster occurs people will not be helped by the prior claims of the nuclear industry that the event was 'highly improbable'.
New Zealanders may choose, therefore, to exclude from their land the potential for such severe, long-lasting damage.


	4.
	Decommissioning - the plants have design lives of only about 25-35 years. They will then become extremely radioactive white elephants. Burial may be acceptable.


	5.
	Long-lived radioactive wastes - no way is known to guarantee exclusion from the human environment of the high-level wastes which as presently produced, cause a 
Million-year danger.


	6.
	High capitals costs plus unreliability - although the running costs can look lower than those for, say oil-burning generating, the American nuclear plants are very unrelieable, and the capital costs are high.


	7.
	Safeguarding wastes - plutonium can be used to manufacture A-bombs. What is the risk of hijacking or mishaps?




Would it not be wise, on the basis of the pro and contra arguments stated, to acknowledge that nuclear power is not a logical "energy step' for New Zealand to take?


Will a minority in high places answer the question for you.






Public Enquiry


The National Government has promised one. There must be the fullest possible public scrutiny of the facts and opinions.


Cross examination is recessary at such an enquiry in order to challenge any exaggerations or distortions from any quarter.


The Minister of Electricity, Mr Holland, is not in favour of it. One of the environmental groups is prepared for cross examination.


It has been suggested the NZED experts are afraid of cross examination, which has been working quite well at the Royal Commission on Contraception. Sterilisation and Abortion.






Bureaucracy or Democracy?


At present the officers in the New Zealand Electricity Department who are interested in the practicalities of nuclear power generation will be the advisers to the Minister of Electricity when he asks for advice on nuclear power.


One suspects strongly the black threat of bureaucracy squeezing out public participation. This treat must not go unchallenged in relation to nuclear power or for that matter any other national issue affecting the people of New Zealand.
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The Need for Nuclear Power


The Committee to Review Power Requirements, which has the task of producing the estimates of future electricity demand, has developed the idea that electricity demand in New Zealand should be growing at 7% per year.


This figure is supposed to stand regardless of changes in economic conditions and structures which might bring about changes in energy use patterns, and tends to take on the function of becoming a self-fulfilling prophecy.


Because the electricity demand is presumed to exist, generation capacity is brought forward, and the existence of this capacity necessitates an effort to sell the surplus electricity.


However, the system is also unsound in this respect: the electricity demand growth forecast by the committee is being shown to be completely incorrect.


For the last three or four years, electricity demand has not been growing at anything like the proposed rate.


Thus, the Committee to Review Power Requirements is now forced to state that demand will grow by an average of 10% per year over the next five years, just to get their estimates back in line.
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Independent Advice


A leading independent investigation of nuclear power, physics professor Dr H.W. Kendall, told the New Zealand Energy Conference in May 1974 that it would be inprudent for a nation to move to nuclear power until all feasible alternative means of providing exploited energy are exploited, energy management and conservation implemented fully, and finally, a compelling need shown to exist.


None of the suggested conditions are being met in New Zealand.


Alternative energy sources are being neglected, notably solar energy conversion of several types, direct use of Main gas at double the efficiency compared with making electricity and geothermal steam.


Energy conservation has also been neglected, notably in building codes which require better insulation.


A compelling need? Earlier statements in this article strongly challenge that such a need exists.



On the basis that the NZED state there is a need for nuclear power in New Zealand, do the advantages outweigh the disadvantages?



Advantages



	1.
	Lack of Smoke - no visible air pollution.


	2.
	Saving of land - no inundation of large areas of land as happens in cases of hydro power.


	3.
	Low fuel prices - but price of uranium is increasing rapidly as resources become depleted.


	4.
	Nuclear power a substitute for fossil fuels (i.e. oil, coal, gas) sparing them for other uses.




Disadvantages



	1.
	For a given electric power, a current nuclear power station wastes at least 50% more heat into water than do other thermal power stations.


	2.
	Fuel cycle hazards - a nuclear reactor cannot be operated in functional isolation.


	3.
	Nuclear reactors could have accidents leading to the release of dangerous quantities of radio activity.
From R. Mann (biochemistry lecturer at Auckland University) in 'N.Z. Environment' Oct. '76. We just do not know the probabilities of major accidents in nuclear power plants, and if such a disaster occurs people will not be helped by the prior claims of the nuclear industry that the event was 'highly improbable'.
New Zealanders may choose, therefore, to exclude from their land the potential for such severe, long-lasting damage.


	4.
	Decommissioning - the plants have design lives of only about 25-35 years. They will then become extremely radioactive white elephants. Burial may be acceptable.


	5.
	Long-lived radioactive wastes - no way is known to guarantee exclusion from the human environment of the high-level wastes which as presently produced, cause a 
Million-year danger.


	6.
	High capitals costs plus unreliability - although the running costs can look lower than those for, say oil-burning generating, the American nuclear plants are very unrelieable, and the capital costs are high.


	7.
	Safeguarding wastes - plutonium can be used to manufacture A-bombs. What is the risk of hijacking or mishaps?




Would it not be wise, on the basis of the pro and contra arguments stated, to acknowledge that nuclear power is not a logical "energy step' for New Zealand to take?


Will a minority in high places answer the question for you.
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Public Enquiry


The National Government has promised one. There must be the fullest possible public scrutiny of the facts and opinions.


Cross examination is recessary at such an enquiry in order to challenge any exaggerations or distortions from any quarter.


The Minister of Electricity, Mr Holland, is not in favour of it. One of the environmental groups is prepared for cross examination.


It has been suggested the NZED experts are afraid of cross examination, which has been working quite well at the Royal Commission on Contraception. Sterilisation and Abortion.
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Bureaucracy or Democracy?


At present the officers in the New Zealand Electricity Department who are interested in the practicalities of nuclear power generation will be the advisers to the Minister of Electricity when he asks for advice on nuclear power.


One suspects strongly the black threat of bureaucracy squeezing out public participation. This treat must not go unchallenged in relation to nuclear power or for that matter any other national issue affecting the people of New Zealand.
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Dope Demon to be Loosed







During the last three weeks Salient investigator reporter James Watson has been snooping around in the Science faculty following a tip-off from a Zoology student that something fishy was going on in the department. Printed below is his final report.




The University Zoology Department is cooperating with Police Scientists in a project designed to completely eliminate cannabis from New Zealand.



Investigations by 

Salient in the last week have revealed the existence of a top secret project aimed at developing a new strain of the common codlin moth.... which instead of concentrating on it's usual diet of applies, eat only the leaves of the cannabis sativa plant... dried or fresh.


A confidential police dossier leaked to 
SALIENT this week gave details of the training programme for these voracious larvae.






Customs Department Implicated


Codlin moth catepillars are hatched in a specially-controlled environment, and fed solely on an extract from high-quality hash borrowed from the customs department.


Apparently, the nasty little beasties thrive on the diet, and actually become physically addicted to the drug.


After two months of the special diet, the caterpillare are released into another controlled environment where they're given a selection of foods.... including their favorite applies.


Codlin moths which eat any of the foods other than freshly-harvested grass are fed to the canaries in the Zoo department in training to eat grass grubs.


The others are allowed to develop into mature adults, and are then bred to each other.




[image: Cannabis Chompus Valumus Maximus]

Cannabis Chompus Valumus Maximus




After three years of experiments, the project is now ready for it's first field test.






Mass Release of Doped Moths


This Sunday, in Hawkes Bay, 200,000 codlin moths will be released over a twenty-thousand hectare area.


Police fields of grass will be monitored to see if the doped codlin moths will do what they're meant too... ...and background papers in the police dossier suggest they will.


In one test, three of the special codlin moths were released in a normal living room where a small quantity of cannibis was left hidden in the lining of a sofa.


Three weeks later, the dope, and the sofa's upholstery were gone.


But all is not lost.






Dope Freaks Start War


The Police backgrounder suggests that local dope freaks may start their own insect war.


Apparently, the common huhu grub is a natural enemy of the codlin moth, and all that's neccssary is for heads to guard thier flats with several dozen adult huhu grubs.


The moral of the story seems to be if you don't like creepy crawly things.... don't smoke dope.
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This Sunday, in Hawkes Bay, 200,000 codlin moths will be released over a twenty-thousand hectare area.
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Dope Freaks Start War


The Police backgrounder suggests that local dope freaks may start their own insect war.


Apparently, the common huhu grub is a natural enemy of the codlin moth, and all that's neccssary is for heads to guard thier flats with several dozen adult huhu grubs.


The moral of the story seems to be if you don't like creepy crawly things.... don't smoke dope.
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New Zealand Students Arts Council Discount Scheme.



Centre Point Theatre - Palmerston North






	Concessions:

	Dinner & Show

	$4.50 students

$5.50 public





	

	Coffee & Show

	$1.50 students

$2.50 public









	productions:

	'Mothers & Fathers' by Joe Musaphia until April 5.

'Butley' by Simon Gray April 22 - May 23.

'New Zealand Heroes - Volume One'

Brian McNeil (a musical) From May 28.






Auckland Music Theatre Co. - Auckland






	Concessions:

	Front stalls & front circles

	$4.00 public





	

	Back stalls & back circles

	$3.50 public





	

	Students

	$2.00 anywhere





There is a 20c booking fee.






	production:

	'Oliver' by Lionel Bart at His Majesty's

Theatre from Tuesday 22 April - Saturday 1 May including Saturday Matinees.






Wellington Chamber Music Society - Wellington


The Stutgart Chamber Orchestra with Karl Munchinger


Public $6.00 & $5.00


Students $3.00


at the Wellington Town Hall on Saturday 8 May.



Fortune Theatre - Dunedin






	concessions:

	Public price $3.50

Student price in first week of season $2.50





	production:

	'The Importance of Being Earnest' by Oscar Wilde.

from 17 April to 15 May






Court Theatre - Christchurch


concesstions: 50c off every seat


'Seascape' The Australian premiere of Edward Albee's Pulitzer prizewinning play. From April 7 - 24.'


The Game of Love and Chance' by Mairiawx in a translation by Elric Hooper and Dorothy Thompson. From May 1 to 29.



Symphonia of Auckland - Auckland






	concessions:

	best circles and stalls public

	$5.75





	

	students

	$4.25





	

	remaining circles & stalls

	public $4.75

students $3.25





	

	Balcony

	public $3.50

students $3.50









	production:

	Wolf-ferrari Overture 'Jewels of the Madonna'

Concerto to be announced

Beethoven Symphony No. 6 'Pastoral' on April 24/26

Conductor Juan Matteucci Soloist

Donald Hazelwood (violin)

John Rimmer 'December Nights'

Prokefiev Violin Concerto No.2

Tchaikovsky Sumphony No.6

'Pathetique' on May 8/10 conductor Juan Matteucci Soloist

George Zukerman (Basson)

De Falla 'Love the Magician'

Welser Basson Concerto

Dvorak Symphony No.9 'from the New World' on May 22/24






Dunedin Opera Company - Dunedin


concession:





	Students

	$1.00





	public

	$2.00





	production:

	'Statute for a Mayor' from 24 April to 1 May.









	
Downstage

	Wellington

	





	concessions:

	Dinner and Show

	$4.50





	

	Show only

	$2.00





	productions:

	'Happy Birthday Wanda June' by Kurt Vonnegut until 1 May followed by 'Songs to Uncle Scrim' by Steven McCurdy 'A State of Siege' adapted from Janet Frame's novel.

'As Dorothy Parker once Said' by Elric Hooper

A Day in the Life of....' a Downstage original production.

	







Unity Theatre - Wellington


concessions: $1.50 students


production: 'King Lear' by Shakespear from 1 April to 1 May



Mercury Theatre - Auckland


concession: 20% reduction on every student seat


productions: 'Savages' by Christopher Hampton until April 10


'Agincourt' (based on Shakespeares Henry IV directed by Anthony Richardson April 14 - May 1


'Toad of Toad Hall' A.A. Milne, directed by Robert Alderten - during May School holidays






	
Student Standby Scheme

	You are reminded that in addition to all the services of NAC throughout the country, student standby now applies to Mt. Cook Airlines on the same basis. This means you can fly at a 50% reduction on a standby basis to Alexandra, Keri Keri, Great Barrier Island, Mt Cook, Queenstown, Rotorua, Te Anau and Twizel.

Please remember to obtain the discount you must report 30 minutes prior to departure of the flight you are attempting to travel on and also that you must be in possession of a valid ISIC with the appropriate overstamp.

	
Student Flights within Europe

	STB is pleased to announce that the 1976 programme of SATA (Student Air Travel Association) flights is now available from all STB offices. This programme details flights within Europe from March through to October. The SATA network services som 46 European cities with savings of up to 75% off the normal IATA fare. So, if you are planning to travel to Europe in the next few months and wish to travel about Europe, see your STB sales office for full details. Remember a valid ISIC card is necessary to book all SATA flights.





The National Discount Scheme is organised jointly by the New Zealand Students Arts Council and the Student Travel Bureau Ltd. Discounts are only available on production of an International Student Identity Card.
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Capping '76







Capping '76




Capping 1976 is brought to you by the Students' Association. So are the program for the week (26 April - 1 May) is as follows:







Monday 26 
April






	
12.00

	
Drinking Horn

Tennis Courts





	Men's 7oz

	1st Prize: Ball Ticket (double)





	Men's Jug

	1st Prize: Ball Ticket (double)





	Women s 7oz

	1st Prize: Ball Ticket (double)





No registration is required for above events, just front up! You have to compete to get a drink. All timing will be done on electronic timing devices for the above events, accurate to 1/1000th of a second.


In addition there will be faculty drinking races which law faculty will undoubtedly win. Two teams per faculty allowed.


This year we are having a 'Special Events Race' whereby any sports team, flat, boarding hostel etc may enter. The team must consist of 6 members who will each drink a 7oz. You must register for this event, naming your team, by Friday 23rd April 5pm at the Studass Office.


If time permits there will be medley races, 7oz, ½ pint, pint, jub (4 man teams), and selected drinkers will be called on to participate in 2 'Oxford 8's' before play is stopped due to failing light.






	
4-6pm

	
SASRAC: Cheapest piss in town available in the Cafe.





	
8.30pm

	
Sponsored Hop This will be a ripper. We hope to get one of the breweries to sponsor this event which will mean great value for money. Top class music provided.










Tuesday 27 
April






	
1.00

	
Chunda Mile: Kelburn Park.





What involved - if you want to enter register by 5pm Monday 26 April in the Studass office. Entries are limited to 20. So hurry.


All participants must run 4 laps, eating ½ a pie and drinking a pint between each. Anybody chundering in the first 3 laps will be disqualified.


All participants must wear shorts and singlets.


Prizes - 1st home wins a Double Ticket to the Capping Ball.






	
2.15pm

	
Film Fist full of Dollars - Memorial Theatre





	
3.00pm

	
Battle - Full Fledged Battle - Capping Week Military Tattoo.





At the moment Alt's Imperial Army' will be participating in this possible re-enactment of the Irish 
[
unclear: Breah] Riots with military strategy borrowed from left 
[
unclear: w '] endeavours at SRC.


Any opposition has yet to be organised as has the actual event, but in the month that one of Britains great warriors has dies, look to it to be the possible armageddon of the 21st century.






	
4-7pm

	
SASRAC in the Cafe.










Wednesday 28 
April






	
2.15pm

	
Film: Every Home Should Have One.





	
4-6pm

	
SASRAC





	
8.30pm

	
The Capping Hop: The Heartbreakers return to provide you with a pearler of a piss-up.

Last year's Capping Hop was described by many as the best varsity stir in years.










Thursday 29 
April






	
10.00am

	
Treasure Hunt - Rankine Brown Courtyard'.





1st prize - Ball ticket


2nd prize - 5 SASRAC tickets


Most original entry - 5 SASRAC tickets.


A person of high regard in public life will be called on to judge the entries.


All entries must be registered by Tuesday 27th of April 5pm at the Studass Office.


All entries must turn up at Rankine Brown Courtyard by 10am.


The Treasure Hunt merely involves the borrowing of some unusual and interesting article, and entering it.


Past entries have included:


Carmen


Tip Top Truck


An aborted Wallaby Foetus


One of Mat Rata's comics


A circus elephant


Your entry must be able to be brought to the Rankine Brown Courtyard. If not it may be best to enter it in the Capping Stunts.






	
2.15pm

	
Film: Kartoum





	
4-7pm

	
SASRAC





	
[
unclear: 
7.00pm]

	
Concert NZ Students Arts Council presents a Rock 'n Roll spectacular. In the Union Hall.










Friday 30 
April






	12noon

	
Raft Race - its the last day of term so there's no reason you can't enter.





Where: Oriental Bay.


Whats Involved - Teams may consist of any number of persons so get your flat, hostel or drinking school together and on the water.


Rafts must be built of at least 2 44gal drums and must reach minimum safety standards.


Empty 44gal drums may be obtained from Giant Paints at the bottom of Ngauranga Gorge for 80c each. If anybody has a hassle getting drums ring Michael at 898-073 or leave a message at the Studass Office.


Prizes:





	1st

	10 dozen beer





	2nd

	4 dozen beer






4 best novelty raft - 4 dozen beer First woman's crew home gets 2 dozen



(what paternalistic crap - I think women should boycott this event - Typesetter)


Each entry receives 1 dozen.


Afterwards there will be liquid refreshments at 15 or so establishments between Oriental Bay and the University.






	
8.00pm

	
Sports Council Blues Dinner










Saturday 1 
May






	
8.00pm

	
The Capping Ball: This is the final event of Capping Week and will be a Ripper. Negotiations are proceeding to get one of NZ's best known performers to appear for a guest performance. The ball will be preceded by a bubbly half hour in the Cafe.










Continuing Capping Stunts


To be judged and implemented during Capping Week. The Capping Committee shall judge.


Prizes for Originality - Ball Ticket


and Publicity - Ball Ticket


A Cappint Stunt must be distinquished from the treasure hunt. The Stunt generally do not involve the kidnapping or borrowing of any chatels, rather it is directed more at misdirection of the public by way of general pranks


eg taking over the Brian Edward Talk back show.


and a door to door survey in Glenmore street registering objections to the second airport being in the Botanical gardens.


All stunts must be registered and approved at the Studass office before the stunt eventuates, so the VUWSA can accept some legal responsibility.
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Capping 1976 is brought to you by the Students' Association. So are the program for the week (26 April - 1 May) is as follows:
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Monday 26 April





Monday 26 
April






	
12.00

	
Drinking Horn

Tennis Courts





	Men's 7oz

	1st Prize: Ball Ticket (double)





	Men's Jug

	1st Prize: Ball Ticket (double)





	Women s 7oz

	1st Prize: Ball Ticket (double)





No registration is required for above events, just front up! You have to compete to get a drink. All timing will be done on electronic timing devices for the above events, accurate to 1/1000th of a second.


In addition there will be faculty drinking races which law faculty will undoubtedly win. Two teams per faculty allowed.


This year we are having a 'Special Events Race' whereby any sports team, flat, boarding hostel etc may enter. The team must consist of 6 members who will each drink a 7oz. You must register for this event, naming your team, by Friday 23rd April 5pm at the Studass Office.


If time permits there will be medley races, 7oz, ½ pint, pint, jub (4 man teams), and selected drinkers will be called on to participate in 2 'Oxford 8's' before play is stopped due to failing light.






	
4-6pm

	
SASRAC: Cheapest piss in town available in the Cafe.





	
8.30pm

	
Sponsored Hop This will be a ripper. We hope to get one of the breweries to sponsor this event which will mean great value for money. Top class music provided.
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Tuesday 27 April





Tuesday 27 
April






	
1.00

	
Chunda Mile: Kelburn Park.





What involved - if you want to enter register by 5pm Monday 26 April in the Studass office. Entries are limited to 20. So hurry.


All participants must run 4 laps, eating ½ a pie and drinking a pint between each. Anybody chundering in the first 3 laps will be disqualified.


All participants must wear shorts and singlets.


Prizes - 1st home wins a Double Ticket to the Capping Ball.






	
2.15pm

	
Film Fist full of Dollars - Memorial Theatre





	
3.00pm

	
Battle - Full Fledged Battle - Capping Week Military Tattoo.





At the moment Alt's Imperial Army' will be participating in this possible re-enactment of the Irish 
[
unclear: Breah] Riots with military strategy borrowed from left 
[
unclear: w '] endeavours at SRC.


Any opposition has yet to be organised as has the actual event, but in the month that one of Britains great warriors has dies, look to it to be the possible armageddon of the 21st century.






	
4-7pm

	
SASRAC in the Cafe.
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Wednesday 28 April





Wednesday 28 
April






	
2.15pm

	
Film: Every Home Should Have One.





	
4-6pm

	
SASRAC





	
8.30pm

	
The Capping Hop: The Heartbreakers return to provide you with a pearler of a piss-up.

Last year's Capping Hop was described by many as the best varsity stir in years.
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Thursday 29 April





Thursday 29 
April






	
10.00am

	
Treasure Hunt - Rankine Brown Courtyard'.





1st prize - Ball ticket


2nd prize - 5 SASRAC tickets


Most original entry - 5 SASRAC tickets.


A person of high regard in public life will be called on to judge the entries.


All entries must be registered by Tuesday 27th of April 5pm at the Studass Office.


All entries must turn up at Rankine Brown Courtyard by 10am.


The Treasure Hunt merely involves the borrowing of some unusual and interesting article, and entering it.


Past entries have included:


Carmen


Tip Top Truck


An aborted Wallaby Foetus


One of Mat Rata's comics


A circus elephant


Your entry must be able to be brought to the Rankine Brown Courtyard. If not it may be best to enter it in the Capping Stunts.






	
2.15pm

	
Film: Kartoum





	
4-7pm

	
SASRAC





	
[
unclear: 
7.00pm]

	
Concert NZ Students Arts Council presents a Rock 'n Roll spectacular. In the Union Hall.
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Friday 30 April





Friday 30 
April






	12noon

	
Raft Race - its the last day of term so there's no reason you can't enter.





Where: Oriental Bay.


Whats Involved - Teams may consist of any number of persons so get your flat, hostel or drinking school together and on the water.


Rafts must be built of at least 2 44gal drums and must reach minimum safety standards.


Empty 44gal drums may be obtained from Giant Paints at the bottom of Ngauranga Gorge for 80c each. If anybody has a hassle getting drums ring Michael at 898-073 or leave a message at the Studass Office.


Prizes:





	1st

	10 dozen beer





	2nd

	4 dozen beer






4 best novelty raft - 4 dozen beer First woman's crew home gets 2 dozen



(what paternalistic crap - I think women should boycott this event - Typesetter)


Each entry receives 1 dozen.


Afterwards there will be liquid refreshments at 15 or so establishments between Oriental Bay and the University.






	
8.00pm

	
Sports Council Blues Dinner
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Saturday 1 May





Saturday 1 
May






	
8.00pm

	
The Capping Ball: This is the final event of Capping Week and will be a Ripper. Negotiations are proceeding to get one of NZ's best known performers to appear for a guest performance. The ball will be preceded by a bubbly half hour in the Cafe.
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Continuing Capping Stunts





Continuing Capping Stunts


To be judged and implemented during Capping Week. The Capping Committee shall judge.


Prizes for Originality - Ball Ticket


and Publicity - Ball Ticket


A Cappint Stunt must be distinquished from the treasure hunt. The Stunt generally do not involve the kidnapping or borrowing of any chatels, rather it is directed more at misdirection of the public by way of general pranks


eg taking over the Brian Edward Talk back show.


and a door to door survey in Glenmore street registering objections to the second airport being in the Botanical gardens.


All stunts must be registered and approved at the Studass office before the stunt eventuates, so the VUWSA can accept some legal responsibility.
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Coming Up from Town





Coming Up from Town




dreamt



i was on my way down mindless,



a high orange sea'



swaying



this way and that without a bugger



and when i threw up



my arm



a wet urchin gull flapped cloudward through the scudding



later down on Lambton Quay



twelve times for midnight



as i go down the steps into that brick urinal almost lost under trees where an old man in a bench coat strains and just can't go.



i walk along town thinking of stuffed bladders



and i see the flashing skirts flaying off dummies



whose smiles are like secret buggings



though a little glassed over and cleft



from the wide dirty pavement and the road



where a yellow truck hoses water



and a police car cruises by



all eyes



to remind me a curfew does fall in Wellington



when everyone must keep in



unlike Rio dej aneiro, as i hear, where



they have boozy siestas and live it up in the



smallest hours, the streets like the locusts



i hear shells grinding and cracking



in the tunnel as i walk up the cable car



witch black,



though in white paint on the tunnel wall



it says



'N.Z. to Marx'



which i think about going around Kelburn Park



where the fountain throats red water



outside Rankine Brown the seats



are like stiff wooden dogs with their heads cut off



and no bark,



Glasgow St. wall says 'Free Preston' and 'Support PYM'



which were up years and years ago when i first got to varsity



we don't paint on our walls now,



be cave paintings we know the magdalenian hunters



lived on buffaloes,



our descendants will have to guess what we were after.




— Martin Doyle
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Migrant Poem





Migrant Poem




i)



always husuing corridoors undecided brown



we wait with cigarettes, a nervous burst of light and smoke



somewhere (ward seven) a life



a single hissing moment, and eyes of the night nurse



crinkle hallow like walnuts you and me cracked some



long time ago.



it was good then, before the loss the birds and gin



remember sam, the summers slow, remember them?



what about xmas picking



sticky yellow with tobacco



and old maoris, no teeth and bare feet



swimming noisy rivers no pants no problems Sam





ii)



this place, fruit tinned and tobacco tailored



where people don't smoke, they take man



and hullo how you making out



doesn't mean a thing



its all over ya shoulder and see ya



bangles and beards, lectures thieve ya time



while libraries and closed reserved books waste it



and rain, always rain feeding the streets



we tries hard not to leave.
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[section]






iii)




Dear Mom and Dad,



Same and myself



along with some now friends, have



found a flat fairly close to the



University





(iv)



i suppose we should've been famous Sam



or maybe you could make a teacher



but what we do seems harly worth it



its shabby dressed expensively -



when we get out of here



lets go to Sydney and work on the wharf





(v)



....to Mr Temple? pardon?



i asked if you were a relative of Mr Temple



me... no, oh Sam.. i mean yes



then could you come with me sir?



is anything wrong? i'm sorry





SAM!



no sound now in the corridors



but the ashtray tells the cleaner



we smoked ourselves to death
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Dear Mom and Dad,




I'm coming home.




love,


Kingi







[image: Cartoon of a man wearing a suit holding an umbrella while rolling an oil drum]
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Reviews







Reviews





Shakespeare



King Lear - Unity Theatre


'All the world's a stage, and all the men and women merely players' is a pretty common notion in Shakespeare, but Russell Aitken's production of 'Lear' was the first time I had been emotionally caught up in such a proposition. Intellectually, I was amazed at the imaginative use of available resources - place, people and play.


Led by the brilliant performance of Barry Emslie as Edmund, the actors created a sense of ambiguity so that we are never sure how many levels of reality the play covers. And this was strengthened by the palpable unity of purpose among all the actors. Everybody had their jobs, even if it was to hold a banner, and performed them with competence and economy.


This sense of totality, of unity, combined with the box-like Unity Theatre building to create a feeling of looking in on an incredibly smoothly working machine, but rather as a peeping-tom (mad tom?) than a participator.


This was particularly accentuated in the scene where Edgar flees from his father's house. The stage was in darkness while two dimly visible figures each shone a spotlight into the audience.


I hesitate to give it a name, but the feeling created was electrifying. We were on the outside looking in, we were hunted men abstracted from our own destinies. But then isn't all life like that?


The only 'Lear' I know is the Russian film, so I suppose I came to the play with its images in my head. But both Terence Nonweiler's Lear and Barny Nonweiler's Fool are very different from those of the film - more incisive, more bitter, and a lot less presupposing.


Life is not nicely ordered and dramatic, but harsh, bitter and petty. The whole production echoes this and produces a sense of microcosmic reality, with a tightness and economy that makes the play succeed in the cramped confines of Unity Theatre building.


There is some brilliant staging, particularly of the murders. They were the first 'stage deaths' that ever shocked me murdered people do not die in comfortable positions.


Janet Williamson's set is quite amazing - the backdrop in itself is a work of art. She has managed to obtain incredible mobility and fluidity from very basic materials - the fixed backdrop, two sets of steps, and some cloth drapes.


By simply rearranging these, totally new feelings are created. And Alisdair Turner's lighting combines well with some exciting use of light and shadow.


The production has a lot loaded against it - the time (3½ hours). Unity Theatre building, and most expecially the audience. We seem to approach Shakespeare totally differently from the way we approach any other playwright - either with an intellectual reverence bordering on the obscene, or a desire to scoff at what others worship.


But despite this, Russell Aitken (along with everybody else) has produced something that is a gut reaction as well as an intellectual response, to Shakespeare.


— 
Gerard Couper




[image: Terence and Barry Non weiler as Lear and Fool]

Terence and Barry Non weiler as Lear and Fool









Vonnegut



Downstage presents at the Hannah Playhouse 'Happy Birthday, Wanda June' by Kurt Vonnegut Jr.



Directed by Nonnita Rees.


'Ha ha, ha, ha, hey, hey, Hey! Hey! Mr Vonnegut, you can't get away with that!' Downstage Theatre presents yet another enjoyable night out. You've got to hand it to them, these guys really know how to package a show.


'Happy Birthday, Wanda June' is cunningly and attractively presented. And beneath the marble facade, animal cracker decorations and pink frosted icing, is a bomb!..... or so we are led to believe.


I don't mean that unkindly, but those of you who like to eat your cake and have the bomb explode too, are in for a disappointment.


What went wrong? The play is nearly contemporary, which means it might have once been relevant, or even controversial.


Its a mish-mash of late '60's Amerikana. Tablespoons of peace, love, hawks, doves, nuclear disarmament, liberated libido and fledgling feminism are folded together with cups of Hemmingway, Homer, Brecht, Edgar Rice Burroughs. Robert Heinlein and 'Blue Soup' (possibly a distant relative of N.Z. Green).


This mixture, sprinkled with chopped aphorism and some devastatingly funny lines, baked in a moderate to liberal oven; lovingly iced and decorated, is piped in over dinner. So turn down the lights, light the candles, take a deep breath end......


Odysseus, alias Harold Ryan, is a big American with a big ego and a wallet to match. Having spent eight and a half years lost in Amazonian jungles, living on Blue Soup, he returns somewhat unexpectedly to find his wife Penelope surrounded by suitors. There is Dr. Norbert Woodley, arch-pacifist, and Herb (Eagle Scout at 29) Shuttle, a vacuum cleaner salesman. Ryan, professional soldier, hunter, killer, adventurer, and lover, expects to take up his life where he left off, only to run up against the new 'reality'.


The antics of Ryan, his sidekick. Col. Looseleaf Harper (the pilot who dropped the bomb on Nagasaki), and the two suitors are observed from Heaven by the three members of the Harold Ryan Fan Club.


Heaven is a (blue) souped-up version of Disneyland where everybody plays shuf-fleboard, drinks Coca-Cola and 'lives' happily ever after. Here we see Major Siegfried Von Konigswald (ex S.S.) the 'Beast of Yugoslavia' whom Ryan killed during the war; Ryan's ex-wife, Mildred and of course Wanda-June - a cute little American poppet killed on her birthday by an ice-cream truck. The fuse is lit. We wait for the bang.


Amidst digs at the consumer society, the male ego, the sacred American institution of the family, you can't help but feel that Vonnegut has missed the boat. He loses sight of his themes, sacrificing them to create the magnificent Harold Ryan.


Ryan bulldozes his way through the play like a 'Herd of stampeding water-buffaloes', and despite his very best intentions to the contrary, is still on top at the end. It only goes to show that old heroes never quite die the death for which they were intended.


The 'pseudo-Brechtian' technique used to set up the scenes and the laughs comes across as pretentious and naive. Only Ian Watkin as Ryan copes with this device well, with his superb sense of timing and excellent control of the character. There is simply no room for Ryan's wife (Maxine Schur) who is conveniently written off so, the final confrontation is not between rampant male ego and emerging female consciousness, but between Ryan and Dr Woodley - the 'new' man of science, reason, peace etc., etc., etc..


Stuart Devenie plays Woodley with his usual style and finesse, perhaps overplaying his role towards the end.


As Colonel Harper, a man troubled by his war time exploit and the untimely death of his mother-in-law. ('First Nagasaki and now this....'), Marshall Napier gives a strong robust performance, although at times his movement was awkward and lacked variety.


John Callen (Von Konigswald/Herb Shuttle) never looked comfortable with his cardboard cutouts and might be better served as an actor if he were given more rewarding characters to perform.


Over all, the standard of acting was adequate to carry the play, the type of which seems to have become a Downstage staple. The laughs are hearty but the social relevance is superficial. The performances are well received but dramatic impact is minimal.


This production of 'Wanda-June' appears 'disembodied. We become aware of the gaps that exist behind the scenes. It operates in a vacuum, dislocated from the world it is set in.


There can be no doubt the audience enjoyed the play. A member of it even went so far as to exclaim 'Brilliant!' after the curtain. Well, what more do you want? A satisfied customer. The world's in such a state now that if you can't laugh at it, you must cry - without the added burden of having to think about it as well.


— 
Richard Mays








[image: DOWNSTAGE HAPPY BIRTHDAY WANDA JUNE. By Kurt Vonnegut. A satire on Modem Day America. Bookings now open Student Concessions Available. Reservations: Phone 849-639. With the support of Queen Elizabeth II Arts Council.]










Theirs



Films





State of Siege - Film Review


[image: FILMS]


In almost documentary style the film covers the events of seven days - from the time of the kidnapping by Uruguayan Tupamaros of an American agent, Philip Michael Santore (Yves Montand), to the time of his murder. It is based on an actual incident.


We know what happens to Santore. We see his body being discovered at the beginning of the film. It remains for the details of how and why he was murdered to be explained.


The kidnapping is shown in detail - it serves to separate the sides. There are the foreign diplomats, who live in luxurious houses and whose kids ride on a bus with 'American School, written on the side. There are the young, silent Tupamaros. The guns they use are big cumbersome things held by inexperienced hands. A gun accidentally fires. And there are the people in the middle - the taxi-driver whose| car is taken at gunpoint for use in the kidnapping says 'I am familiar with the procedure'.


'What is the threat that this man Santore poses to these people?' a reporter asks the Minister for Internal Security. 'Why should they want to kidnap a man who is described only as an official in a US aid organisation?' At this stage we have some idea of what Santore really is, and we know that both the reporter and the Minister know. It is a matter of the reporter exacting a confession from the Minister, and slowly it comes. 'Yes AID does collaborate with the police'.


This is paralleled in the interrogation of Santore by the Tupamaros. He is confronted with a detailed record of his history in countries where police torture is a common practice.


Meanwhile the government reacts to the kidnapping. Each day as the Tupamaros' communique is broadcast we see more searches and interrogations. The Minister denounces the kidnappers as common criminals and refuses to acknowledge that they have popular support, while his army and police are crushing liberal though at the university.


Events happen quickly now. The ultimatum is delivered to the government spelling out the terms of the prisoners' release. But at the same time that we are hearing about Santore's death squad in the interrogation, that same death squad is closing in on the Tupamaros headquarters.


The flim clearly sympathises with the Tupamaros, yet there is also a sneaking respect for Santore, who should be the real villain of the story (and who was in real life).


Yves Montand suits the part of the suave diplomat with hair greying at the samples. His Santore expresses his point of view eloquently and rationally, so that the interrogation often degenerates into an ideological discussion - 'People here become policemen because they are hungary. - Yes, but they do become policement where others might become thieves or scavengers'


He even confesses a respect for the Tupamaros. It is one of those strange situations where hostage and kidnappers develop a friendship.


The rest of the villains are portrayed either as complete fools (like the delegates at the International Police Academy) or as dangerous maniacs (like the Frank Sinatra look alike who heads the death squad).


It seems that the situation is explained so neatly by the film there is little left for anyone in the audience to think about.


— 
James Robb
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Thieves Like Us Film Review


Director: Robert Altman


There's these three guys see, jail-breakers, and they hole up with various friends and relatives and rob banks. Each robbery is a little more hazardous than the last, and well, you can guess the finish.


It is always unfortunate when one can so reduce a movie, however, unwarranted such a reduction may be. Even more unfortunate if one can toss in a Depression setting and the old tragi-comedy complete with running jokes and lonely women.


In Thieves Like Us' Altman gains some success in his comments on the way such a plot is usually handled (Redford/Newman films and the like). The protagonists are not handsome or smart, their jokes aren't funny, their prospects never rise above the mediocre, and most damming of all, they have no style. Real people you might say. T-Dub, Chickadaw and Bowie consider the people who help them to be just that, and implicit in their definition is the belief that they too fall into category.


This question of justification and identity is a central theme in the movie, and is presented in a number of ways. T-Dub's sister-in-law Maddie is the classic case: the robbers see her as a hard-working honest woman who stands by her folks - what better virtue could a person have?


You just take those things for granted. And if you're living in a Depression and have never known any other way of life, well what else can a fella do but what he knows best? This rationale is never explicitly presented, precisely because it excludes that very basic question the three men do not want to ask themselves, namely: what are we doing for them? And because is is suppressed there is a general breakdown in communications all round.


Yet the robbers are more 'real' than some, for example there is a real pig of a prison captain who eats an enormous meal and wastes not a word nor a step if he can get someone else to do his work for him. His undeserved fate highlights the serious psychological side to the movie. Old partners T-Dub and Chicadaw have been shocked to read that their fellow escapee may only be a young country lad but he has commited murder. T-Dub forgets it but Chicadaw develops a grudge. Bowie is newly initiated to bank robbery but always manages to get more newspaper space - so Chicadaw turns to murder too.


His jealousy is compounded when T-Dub, who is both crippled and getting on in years, gets himself a girl. The final straw comes after Chicadaw is recaptured and brilliantly sprung from the prison farm by young Bowie. The prison captain is their hostage and - well, there's another easy guess.


It is to Altman's credit that he inserted the revolting prison captain into a scene whose major interest lies elsewhere, but in that Chicadaw's role as the chief plot developer is only marginally relevant to the real successes of the movie a fault exists.


Just what are these 'real successes?' Generally, it is the mood evoked. The film opens with a beautiful pan through the rain to the green Mississippi countryside. It rains a lot in this movie, and if you saw 'Images' you will know how superbly Altman uses this symbol. Cocacola and radio-thrillers (both as real programmes and as imagined accompaniment to the robberies) are delightfully sustained as motifs. The relationship of Bowie and his girl Keetcha is acutely real and together with the final blurred shots on a railway station provides easily the best scenes in every sense.


Bowie (Keith Carradine) and Keetcha (Shelly Duvall) are both ugly, both painfully shy, and both aware of some of the adult responsibilities which await them.


They act out the ritual of getting to know each other, with Bowie trying to show off a bit and failing miserably, and Keetcha trying to be coy and failing likewise.


When Bowie is wounded Keetcha looks after him and they fall in 'love' Bowie adopts the manner of any loving husband but cannot reconcile his obligations to his friends with his new-found 'happiness'


Keetcha is a fine housewife but doesn't know why she keeps feeling so sick.


Their pretentions to grandeur - being a bank robber, being a loving couple, having a baby - are the very essence of pathos. If you can cry over 'Love Story' or 'Romeo and Juliet' it is because the romantic medium enables you; Bowie and Keetcha are too real, too amusing, and too sad.


I wasn't overly impressed when I saw this movie, but the more I think about it, the more I like it. Thieves Liks Us' is an interesting combination of elements from earlier Altman works, but because the humour is less grim and more indirect than in 'M*A*S*H', and the atmosphere calmer than in 'Images', one tends to get a weaker impression.


Yet Altman's ability to intangibly infect his movies is as strong and constant as ever and makes Thieves Like Us' well worth seeing. He is one of the few directors who can create a mood which does not become depressing or lose its focal point while establishing a form which entirely supercedes a weak storyline.


The St. James is following this movie with The Long Goodbye', reputedly Altman's best yet. If it is that good you probably won't see a better film all year. He can do better than Thieves Like Us', but most directors generally do a lot worse.



Simon Wilson









Ours





Sunday Bloody Sunday - Wed. 14 April, 2.15pm


John Schlesinger has an impressive list of films to his credit as director: Far from the Madding Crowd, Billy Liar and Midnight Cowboy to mention three. Yet Sunday Bloody Sunday is probably his best going beyond these in the range of characters, its subtlety and its tenderness it achieved wide critical acclaim when released in 1971.


The film centres on a bisexual triangle with Bob (played by Murray Head), an artist in his early twenties brash and confident as apex. His two older lovers, Alex (Glenda Jackson), a discontented divorcee, and David, (Peter Finch) a middle aged Jewish doctor, have more difficult roles. They counter Bob's exuberance with more resigned attitudes, their desires tempered by what they realise to be possible. The most compelling scene of the film is an almost silent meeting of Alex and David.


We are also introduced to a trendy family of left-wing intellectuals - a them that could easily be trapped in stereotyping. It is a mark of Schlesinger's brilliance that they come across, like Alex and David as people trying to do their best by their ideals in a mixed up and confusing world.


As Jan Dawson said in 'Sight and Sound', at the end 'one is left sharing the doctor's not quite useless compassion for the sadness of the world'.


Sunday Bloody Sunday is about alienation, about contemporary life and above all about people. Its quite possibly the most compelling film you'll see this year. See it.







The Wild Bunch - Th 15 April 5pm






	Director:

	Sam Peckinpah





	Stars:

	Ben Johnson, Warren Oates

William Holden, Ernest

Borgnine, Robert Ryan.





Still regarded by many as Peckinpah's finest film - a raw undiluted look at the passing of the traditional West when the law finally caught up with the lawless. A harsh and uncompromising move, full of gutsy characterisation and superbly observed action. The slow-motion, violent death sequences have passed into the cinema tradition to almost become a cliche This film has set the standards other Westerns are judged by.


I am sneaking a little word in for the VUWSA films in general: I am amazed at the titles which we are seeing this year. To have such a magnificent selection is a tribute to Tony Ward, our films officer. The number of people attending the screenings is incredible. A full list of films appeared in last weeks 
Salient.


We are running off a final list which can be picked up at the Studass office when we finalise half a dozen new additions to the list. Look for these new films. They are better than any of the films that are presently on the list and that is certainly saying something - and they will be free! (No admission will be charged).












Records



All records kindly supplied by Colin Morris Records. 54 The Terrace.





Pressure Drop: Robert Palmer Island L 35773


Never give an inch goes the old adage, but Robert Palmer swears its exactly the opposite. In American parlance he could be termed a 'sharp cookie'.


He popped out of Vinegar Joe, a mediocre English band who enjoyed moderate success emasculating soul music, and brought himself to the notice of one Lowell George, erstwhile Little Feat leader and, two, a wardrobe of snappy Italian suits.


Updating his style, he scored a minor masterpiece, 
Sneaking Sally through the Alley. 'Give Me an Inch, Girl' which blows the lid off 
Pressure Drop also settles the argument that strings can't be used constructively within the rock milieu.


In fact, here they enhance the music creating a vortex that pulls its hearer into a sculptured sound wall. All the more surprising when you remember that the manipulator of those string charts was previously noted only for burying Barry White's synthetic smegma.


With assistance from Little Feat and Muscle Shoals, the overall effect isn't half bad. And when the amazing twist at the end arrives, the realisation suddenly dawns that it's Bobby - and not Be Bop Deluxe - who should be viewed as this year's English projectile for a serious assault on to the American market.


In Kingston, Jamaica, it's considered that a guy called Toots Hibbert is reggae's primal force after the dismal lapse of Cliff and Marley's progressively slicker stylings. Now, I mean, what caused Palmer to lift his 
Pressure Drop as a title?


It would be tedious to run through the tracks, pointing out reasons for and against. Suffice to say that 'Which of Us Is The Fool' - I know it's not him, and I'm sure it's not me (perhaps he's thinking about someone else) - or 'Here With You Tonight' could persuade even the most hardened.



Patrick O'Dea







The Best of Gladys Knight & The Pips - An Attempt at an Appreciation.


The affluence of post-war America reached down even into the ghettoes, sprinkling a chosen few with fame. Recording empires like Tamla Motown stand like the symbol of justice, balancing two foes: American capitalism and Black nationalism. The artists of these studios, like all rock 'n roll performers, since rock 'n roll was in the first instance a movement of the streets, have had to straddle these contradictions. The most successful of the artists have left the ghettoes far behind, but the best of their music has not lost the pulse of the streets.


Soul is the flowering of gospel in the modern cities, with equal grafts of musical threatre and jazz. Some of the musical characteristics are a powerful beat combined with rhythmic freedom i.e. syncopation, free bass lines, a 'late' vocal attack (ie the singer tends to lag behind the backing), and a call-and-response vocal format, taken straight from gospel.


The other side of the balance, that determined by shite culture, is evident in the extreme professionalism of most soul music, the 'slickness' of the backing and the precision of the arrangements. Listen to any soul hit record and you will know just how stylised soul has become. Soul music is an industry, but an industry with soul.


The first time I heard this record. 
The Best of Gladys Knight and the Pips., I was struck by its strangeness. It seemed to suggest a different being, tearing itself apart with contradictions. And the singing of Gladys Knight, although breathtaking, appeared to me at the same time too free, and too restrained. I thought she was free technically, and restrained personally. The music, even when it was most strictly in the form of soul, seemed to lack a real immediacy - if Billie Holliday had soul, Gladys Knight seemed to have style.




[image: The Best of Gladys Knight and The Pips album cover]


For those of us used to listening to white variants of rhythm and blues, especially those of us weaned on the Beatles, this music might be even a little shocking. In much rock, styles are tried on like coats in a second-hand store - the style, if you like, is the lack of identity. Part of the Beatles' power was their energy of eclecticism.


Soul, by comparison, is an extremely direct music - the style is the skeleton. It has evolved to a high level of technical skill, and yet the most virtuosic playing never loses its 'feel', and never strays from the musical path. Soul is music to live with.


Appreciating these songs therefore solved a break with certain preconceptions; I had to realise that music can be uniform, and still be a medium of personal expression.


So in the first place, Gladys Knight and the Pips are a soul group through and through. They have a night-club veneer - urchins in sequins - and because the music is removed from its sources, this soul music is more rigidly stylized than most but, as I have said, soul is style.


The group does interpretations of very conventional pop songs - 'Midnight Train to Georgia' and 'The Way We Were' - but these are revitalised by the rhythm and by the soul-timing of the singers.


Although the lyrics are all in the best tradition of American show music, the lyrical content tends to be overwhelmed by the drive of the music.


This is done vocally by dragging out the word over a series of notes, as in 'You're the Best Thing that Ever Happened to Me' - 'ee-ee-ee-every moment that I spend hurting'. It is also emphasised with purely wordless vocal notes - 'ah, ooh'. The words are forced below the surface of the music. At the same time, the intensity of Gladys Knight's vocal performance is counterpointed by the smoothness of the backing.


So the music is soul, and the singer is Gladys Knight. She is formed out of the style, but after listening a few times, one feels that the style exists for her. She can transcend the idiom, but only in the idiom. She probably doesn't need the Pips, but as it stands, the best parts of this record give a feeling that can only be described as sacred.


— 
Patrick Mulrennan







It's Only Love Rita Coolidge Festival Records


With a record such as this, like true poetry one should come to with an emptyness of spirit to truly experience its full impact. In this album, you won't find solace, but rather a lot of fellow feeling to reflect on.




[image: Rita Coolidge It's Only Love album cover]


Rita has come a long way from her days with Kris K. This album reveals her voice has developed to the maturity of a Roberta Flack, and a style as polished as that of the Carpenters. She can stand on her own and stand proud. This melancholy lady of the long dark tresses certainly hits you where it hurts.


The tracks range in style, from country and western through to slow jazz and blues, she grapples with classic Billie Holliday numbers with an ease revealing the quiet power and versitility of this lady. Yet there is a simple unity running throughout the album, like she says 'I've seen so many love affairs go bad... but don't let love pass you by'.


But the album doesn't drag, theres the odd racy track to wit. 'Keep the Candle Burning' with a honkey tonk piano to buoy one's sad spirits up.


Epilogue: No doubt about it, she certainly tugs at the heartstrings of this old hard bitten hog. I have no hesitation in recommending it to you gently reader. The album's definitely top notch. I only hope you get a chance to experience it.



Horatio Warthog
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Shakespeare



King Lear - Unity Theatre


'All the world's a stage, and all the men and women merely players' is a pretty common notion in Shakespeare, but Russell Aitken's production of 'Lear' was the first time I had been emotionally caught up in such a proposition. Intellectually, I was amazed at the imaginative use of available resources - place, people and play.


Led by the brilliant performance of Barry Emslie as Edmund, the actors created a sense of ambiguity so that we are never sure how many levels of reality the play covers. And this was strengthened by the palpable unity of purpose among all the actors. Everybody had their jobs, even if it was to hold a banner, and performed them with competence and economy.


This sense of totality, of unity, combined with the box-like Unity Theatre building to create a feeling of looking in on an incredibly smoothly working machine, but rather as a peeping-tom (mad tom?) than a participator.


This was particularly accentuated in the scene where Edgar flees from his father's house. The stage was in darkness while two dimly visible figures each shone a spotlight into the audience.


I hesitate to give it a name, but the feeling created was electrifying. We were on the outside looking in, we were hunted men abstracted from our own destinies. But then isn't all life like that?


The only 'Lear' I know is the Russian film, so I suppose I came to the play with its images in my head. But both Terence Nonweiler's Lear and Barny Nonweiler's Fool are very different from those of the film - more incisive, more bitter, and a lot less presupposing.


Life is not nicely ordered and dramatic, but harsh, bitter and petty. The whole production echoes this and produces a sense of microcosmic reality, with a tightness and economy that makes the play succeed in the cramped confines of Unity Theatre building.


There is some brilliant staging, particularly of the murders. They were the first 'stage deaths' that ever shocked me murdered people do not die in comfortable positions.


Janet Williamson's set is quite amazing - the backdrop in itself is a work of art. She has managed to obtain incredible mobility and fluidity from very basic materials - the fixed backdrop, two sets of steps, and some cloth drapes.


By simply rearranging these, totally new feelings are created. And Alisdair Turner's lighting combines well with some exciting use of light and shadow.


The production has a lot loaded against it - the time (3½ hours). Unity Theatre building, and most expecially the audience. We seem to approach Shakespeare totally differently from the way we approach any other playwright - either with an intellectual reverence bordering on the obscene, or a desire to scoff at what others worship.


But despite this, Russell Aitken (along with everybody else) has produced something that is a gut reaction as well as an intellectual response, to Shakespeare.


— 
Gerard Couper
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Terence and Barry Non weiler as Lear and Fool
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Vonnegut



Downstage presents at the Hannah Playhouse 'Happy Birthday, Wanda June' by Kurt Vonnegut Jr.



Directed by Nonnita Rees.


'Ha ha, ha, ha, hey, hey, Hey! Hey! Mr Vonnegut, you can't get away with that!' Downstage Theatre presents yet another enjoyable night out. You've got to hand it to them, these guys really know how to package a show.


'Happy Birthday, Wanda June' is cunningly and attractively presented. And beneath the marble facade, animal cracker decorations and pink frosted icing, is a bomb!..... or so we are led to believe.


I don't mean that unkindly, but those of you who like to eat your cake and have the bomb explode too, are in for a disappointment.


What went wrong? The play is nearly contemporary, which means it might have once been relevant, or even controversial.


Its a mish-mash of late '60's Amerikana. Tablespoons of peace, love, hawks, doves, nuclear disarmament, liberated libido and fledgling feminism are folded together with cups of Hemmingway, Homer, Brecht, Edgar Rice Burroughs. Robert Heinlein and 'Blue Soup' (possibly a distant relative of N.Z. Green).


This mixture, sprinkled with chopped aphorism and some devastatingly funny lines, baked in a moderate to liberal oven; lovingly iced and decorated, is piped in over dinner. So turn down the lights, light the candles, take a deep breath end......


Odysseus, alias Harold Ryan, is a big American with a big ego and a wallet to match. Having spent eight and a half years lost in Amazonian jungles, living on Blue Soup, he returns somewhat unexpectedly to find his wife Penelope surrounded by suitors. There is Dr. Norbert Woodley, arch-pacifist, and Herb (Eagle Scout at 29) Shuttle, a vacuum cleaner salesman. Ryan, professional soldier, hunter, killer, adventurer, and lover, expects to take up his life where he left off, only to run up against the new 'reality'.


The antics of Ryan, his sidekick. Col. Looseleaf Harper (the pilot who dropped the bomb on Nagasaki), and the two suitors are observed from Heaven by the three members of the Harold Ryan Fan Club.


Heaven is a (blue) souped-up version of Disneyland where everybody plays shuf-fleboard, drinks Coca-Cola and 'lives' happily ever after. Here we see Major Siegfried Von Konigswald (ex S.S.) the 'Beast of Yugoslavia' whom Ryan killed during the war; Ryan's ex-wife, Mildred and of course Wanda-June - a cute little American poppet killed on her birthday by an ice-cream truck. The fuse is lit. We wait for the bang.


Amidst digs at the consumer society, the male ego, the sacred American institution of the family, you can't help but feel that Vonnegut has missed the boat. He loses sight of his themes, sacrificing them to create the magnificent Harold Ryan.


Ryan bulldozes his way through the play like a 'Herd of stampeding water-buffaloes', and despite his very best intentions to the contrary, is still on top at the end. It only goes to show that old heroes never quite die the death for which they were intended.


The 'pseudo-Brechtian' technique used to set up the scenes and the laughs comes across as pretentious and naive. Only Ian Watkin as Ryan copes with this device well, with his superb sense of timing and excellent control of the character. There is simply no room for Ryan's wife (Maxine Schur) who is conveniently written off so, the final confrontation is not between rampant male ego and emerging female consciousness, but between Ryan and Dr Woodley - the 'new' man of science, reason, peace etc., etc., etc..


Stuart Devenie plays Woodley with his usual style and finesse, perhaps overplaying his role towards the end.


As Colonel Harper, a man troubled by his war time exploit and the untimely death of his mother-in-law. ('First Nagasaki and now this....'), Marshall Napier gives a strong robust performance, although at times his movement was awkward and lacked variety.


John Callen (Von Konigswald/Herb Shuttle) never looked comfortable with his cardboard cutouts and might be better served as an actor if he were given more rewarding characters to perform.


Over all, the standard of acting was adequate to carry the play, the type of which seems to have become a Downstage staple. The laughs are hearty but the social relevance is superficial. The performances are well received but dramatic impact is minimal.


This production of 'Wanda-June' appears 'disembodied. We become aware of the gaps that exist behind the scenes. It operates in a vacuum, dislocated from the world it is set in.


There can be no doubt the audience enjoyed the play. A member of it even went so far as to exclaim 'Brilliant!' after the curtain. Well, what more do you want? A satisfied customer. The world's in such a state now that if you can't laugh at it, you must cry - without the added burden of having to think about it as well.


— 
Richard Mays
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Films





State of Siege - Film Review


[image: FILMS]


In almost documentary style the film covers the events of seven days - from the time of the kidnapping by Uruguayan Tupamaros of an American agent, Philip Michael Santore (Yves Montand), to the time of his murder. It is based on an actual incident.


We know what happens to Santore. We see his body being discovered at the beginning of the film. It remains for the details of how and why he was murdered to be explained.


The kidnapping is shown in detail - it serves to separate the sides. There are the foreign diplomats, who live in luxurious houses and whose kids ride on a bus with 'American School, written on the side. There are the young, silent Tupamaros. The guns they use are big cumbersome things held by inexperienced hands. A gun accidentally fires. And there are the people in the middle - the taxi-driver whose| car is taken at gunpoint for use in the kidnapping says 'I am familiar with the procedure'.


'What is the threat that this man Santore poses to these people?' a reporter asks the Minister for Internal Security. 'Why should they want to kidnap a man who is described only as an official in a US aid organisation?' At this stage we have some idea of what Santore really is, and we know that both the reporter and the Minister know. It is a matter of the reporter exacting a confession from the Minister, and slowly it comes. 'Yes AID does collaborate with the police'.


This is paralleled in the interrogation of Santore by the Tupamaros. He is confronted with a detailed record of his history in countries where police torture is a common practice.


Meanwhile the government reacts to the kidnapping. Each day as the Tupamaros' communique is broadcast we see more searches and interrogations. The Minister denounces the kidnappers as common criminals and refuses to acknowledge that they have popular support, while his army and police are crushing liberal though at the university.


Events happen quickly now. The ultimatum is delivered to the government spelling out the terms of the prisoners' release. But at the same time that we are hearing about Santore's death squad in the interrogation, that same death squad is closing in on the Tupamaros headquarters.


The flim clearly sympathises with the Tupamaros, yet there is also a sneaking respect for Santore, who should be the real villain of the story (and who was in real life).


Yves Montand suits the part of the suave diplomat with hair greying at the samples. His Santore expresses his point of view eloquently and rationally, so that the interrogation often degenerates into an ideological discussion - 'People here become policemen because they are hungary. - Yes, but they do become policement where others might become thieves or scavengers'


He even confesses a respect for the Tupamaros. It is one of those strange situations where hostage and kidnappers develop a friendship.


The rest of the villains are portrayed either as complete fools (like the delegates at the International Police Academy) or as dangerous maniacs (like the Frank Sinatra look alike who heads the death squad).


It seems that the situation is explained so neatly by the film there is little left for anyone in the audience to think about.


— 
James Robb
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Thieves Like Us Film Review


Director: Robert Altman


There's these three guys see, jail-breakers, and they hole up with various friends and relatives and rob banks. Each robbery is a little more hazardous than the last, and well, you can guess the finish.


It is always unfortunate when one can so reduce a movie, however, unwarranted such a reduction may be. Even more unfortunate if one can toss in a Depression setting and the old tragi-comedy complete with running jokes and lonely women.


In Thieves Like Us' Altman gains some success in his comments on the way such a plot is usually handled (Redford/Newman films and the like). The protagonists are not handsome or smart, their jokes aren't funny, their prospects never rise above the mediocre, and most damming of all, they have no style. Real people you might say. T-Dub, Chickadaw and Bowie consider the people who help them to be just that, and implicit in their definition is the belief that they too fall into category.


This question of justification and identity is a central theme in the movie, and is presented in a number of ways. T-Dub's sister-in-law Maddie is the classic case: the robbers see her as a hard-working honest woman who stands by her folks - what better virtue could a person have?


You just take those things for granted. And if you're living in a Depression and have never known any other way of life, well what else can a fella do but what he knows best? This rationale is never explicitly presented, precisely because it excludes that very basic question the three men do not want to ask themselves, namely: what are we doing for them? And because is is suppressed there is a general breakdown in communications all round.


Yet the robbers are more 'real' than some, for example there is a real pig of a prison captain who eats an enormous meal and wastes not a word nor a step if he can get someone else to do his work for him. His undeserved fate highlights the serious psychological side to the movie. Old partners T-Dub and Chicadaw have been shocked to read that their fellow escapee may only be a young country lad but he has commited murder. T-Dub forgets it but Chicadaw develops a grudge. Bowie is newly initiated to bank robbery but always manages to get more newspaper space - so Chicadaw turns to murder too.


His jealousy is compounded when T-Dub, who is both crippled and getting on in years, gets himself a girl. The final straw comes after Chicadaw is recaptured and brilliantly sprung from the prison farm by young Bowie. The prison captain is their hostage and - well, there's another easy guess.


It is to Altman's credit that he inserted the revolting prison captain into a scene whose major interest lies elsewhere, but in that Chicadaw's role as the chief plot developer is only marginally relevant to the real successes of the movie a fault exists.


Just what are these 'real successes?' Generally, it is the mood evoked. The film opens with a beautiful pan through the rain to the green Mississippi countryside. It rains a lot in this movie, and if you saw 'Images' you will know how superbly Altman uses this symbol. Cocacola and radio-thrillers (both as real programmes and as imagined accompaniment to the robberies) are delightfully sustained as motifs. The relationship of Bowie and his girl Keetcha is acutely real and together with the final blurred shots on a railway station provides easily the best scenes in every sense.


Bowie (Keith Carradine) and Keetcha (Shelly Duvall) are both ugly, both painfully shy, and both aware of some of the adult responsibilities which await them.


They act out the ritual of getting to know each other, with Bowie trying to show off a bit and failing miserably, and Keetcha trying to be coy and failing likewise.


When Bowie is wounded Keetcha looks after him and they fall in 'love' Bowie adopts the manner of any loving husband but cannot reconcile his obligations to his friends with his new-found 'happiness'


Keetcha is a fine housewife but doesn't know why she keeps feeling so sick.


Their pretentions to grandeur - being a bank robber, being a loving couple, having a baby - are the very essence of pathos. If you can cry over 'Love Story' or 'Romeo and Juliet' it is because the romantic medium enables you; Bowie and Keetcha are too real, too amusing, and too sad.


I wasn't overly impressed when I saw this movie, but the more I think about it, the more I like it. Thieves Liks Us' is an interesting combination of elements from earlier Altman works, but because the humour is less grim and more indirect than in 'M*A*S*H', and the atmosphere calmer than in 'Images', one tends to get a weaker impression.


Yet Altman's ability to intangibly infect his movies is as strong and constant as ever and makes Thieves Like Us' well worth seeing. He is one of the few directors who can create a mood which does not become depressing or lose its focal point while establishing a form which entirely supercedes a weak storyline.


The St. James is following this movie with The Long Goodbye', reputedly Altman's best yet. If it is that good you probably won't see a better film all year. He can do better than Thieves Like Us', but most directors generally do a lot worse.



Simon Wilson
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In almost documentary style the film covers the events of seven days - from the time of the kidnapping by Uruguayan Tupamaros of an American agent, Philip Michael Santore (Yves Montand), to the time of his murder. It is based on an actual incident.


We know what happens to Santore. We see his body being discovered at the beginning of the film. It remains for the details of how and why he was murdered to be explained.


The kidnapping is shown in detail - it serves to separate the sides. There are the foreign diplomats, who live in luxurious houses and whose kids ride on a bus with 'American School, written on the side. There are the young, silent Tupamaros. The guns they use are big cumbersome things held by inexperienced hands. A gun accidentally fires. And there are the people in the middle - the taxi-driver whose| car is taken at gunpoint for use in the kidnapping says 'I am familiar with the procedure'.


'What is the threat that this man Santore poses to these people?' a reporter asks the Minister for Internal Security. 'Why should they want to kidnap a man who is described only as an official in a US aid organisation?' At this stage we have some idea of what Santore really is, and we know that both the reporter and the Minister know. It is a matter of the reporter exacting a confession from the Minister, and slowly it comes. 'Yes AID does collaborate with the police'.


This is paralleled in the interrogation of Santore by the Tupamaros. He is confronted with a detailed record of his history in countries where police torture is a common practice.


Meanwhile the government reacts to the kidnapping. Each day as the Tupamaros' communique is broadcast we see more searches and interrogations. The Minister denounces the kidnappers as common criminals and refuses to acknowledge that they have popular support, while his army and police are crushing liberal though at the university.


Events happen quickly now. The ultimatum is delivered to the government spelling out the terms of the prisoners' release. But at the same time that we are hearing about Santore's death squad in the interrogation, that same death squad is closing in on the Tupamaros headquarters.


The flim clearly sympathises with the Tupamaros, yet there is also a sneaking respect for Santore, who should be the real villain of the story (and who was in real life).


Yves Montand suits the part of the suave diplomat with hair greying at the samples. His Santore expresses his point of view eloquently and rationally, so that the interrogation often degenerates into an ideological discussion - 'People here become policemen because they are hungary. - Yes, but they do become policement where others might become thieves or scavengers'


He even confesses a respect for the Tupamaros. It is one of those strange situations where hostage and kidnappers develop a friendship.


The rest of the villains are portrayed either as complete fools (like the delegates at the International Police Academy) or as dangerous maniacs (like the Frank Sinatra look alike who heads the death squad).


It seems that the situation is explained so neatly by the film there is little left for anyone in the audience to think about.


— 
James Robb
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Director: Robert Altman
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Sunday Bloody Sunday - Wed. 14 April, 2.15pm


John Schlesinger has an impressive list of films to his credit as director: Far from the Madding Crowd, Billy Liar and Midnight Cowboy to mention three. Yet Sunday Bloody Sunday is probably his best going beyond these in the range of characters, its subtlety and its tenderness it achieved wide critical acclaim when released in 1971.


The film centres on a bisexual triangle with Bob (played by Murray Head), an artist in his early twenties brash and confident as apex. His two older lovers, Alex (Glenda Jackson), a discontented divorcee, and David, (Peter Finch) a middle aged Jewish doctor, have more difficult roles. They counter Bob's exuberance with more resigned attitudes, their desires tempered by what they realise to be possible. The most compelling scene of the film is an almost silent meeting of Alex and David.


We are also introduced to a trendy family of left-wing intellectuals - a them that could easily be trapped in stereotyping. It is a mark of Schlesinger's brilliance that they come across, like Alex and David as people trying to do their best by their ideals in a mixed up and confusing world.


As Jan Dawson said in 'Sight and Sound', at the end 'one is left sharing the doctor's not quite useless compassion for the sadness of the world'.


Sunday Bloody Sunday is about alienation, about contemporary life and above all about people. Its quite possibly the most compelling film you'll see this year. See it.







The Wild Bunch - Th 15 April 5pm






	Director:

	Sam Peckinpah





	Stars:

	Ben Johnson, Warren Oates

William Holden, Ernest

Borgnine, Robert Ryan.





Still regarded by many as Peckinpah's finest film - a raw undiluted look at the passing of the traditional West when the law finally caught up with the lawless. A harsh and uncompromising move, full of gutsy characterisation and superbly observed action. The slow-motion, violent death sequences have passed into the cinema tradition to almost become a cliche This film has set the standards other Westerns are judged by.


I am sneaking a little word in for the VUWSA films in general: I am amazed at the titles which we are seeing this year. To have such a magnificent selection is a tribute to Tony Ward, our films officer. The number of people attending the screenings is incredible. A full list of films appeared in last weeks 
Salient.


We are running off a final list which can be picked up at the Studass office when we finalise half a dozen new additions to the list. Look for these new films. They are better than any of the films that are presently on the list and that is certainly saying something - and they will be free! (No admission will be charged).
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All records kindly supplied by Colin Morris Records. 54 The Terrace.





Pressure Drop: Robert Palmer Island L 35773


Never give an inch goes the old adage, but Robert Palmer swears its exactly the opposite. In American parlance he could be termed a 'sharp cookie'.


He popped out of Vinegar Joe, a mediocre English band who enjoyed moderate success emasculating soul music, and brought himself to the notice of one Lowell George, erstwhile Little Feat leader and, two, a wardrobe of snappy Italian suits.


Updating his style, he scored a minor masterpiece, 
Sneaking Sally through the Alley. 'Give Me an Inch, Girl' which blows the lid off 
Pressure Drop also settles the argument that strings can't be used constructively within the rock milieu.


In fact, here they enhance the music creating a vortex that pulls its hearer into a sculptured sound wall. All the more surprising when you remember that the manipulator of those string charts was previously noted only for burying Barry White's synthetic smegma.


With assistance from Little Feat and Muscle Shoals, the overall effect isn't half bad. And when the amazing twist at the end arrives, the realisation suddenly dawns that it's Bobby - and not Be Bop Deluxe - who should be viewed as this year's English projectile for a serious assault on to the American market.


In Kingston, Jamaica, it's considered that a guy called Toots Hibbert is reggae's primal force after the dismal lapse of Cliff and Marley's progressively slicker stylings. Now, I mean, what caused Palmer to lift his 
Pressure Drop as a title?


It would be tedious to run through the tracks, pointing out reasons for and against. Suffice to say that 'Which of Us Is The Fool' - I know it's not him, and I'm sure it's not me (perhaps he's thinking about someone else) - or 'Here With You Tonight' could persuade even the most hardened.



Patrick O'Dea







The Best of Gladys Knight & The Pips - An Attempt at an Appreciation.


The affluence of post-war America reached down even into the ghettoes, sprinkling a chosen few with fame. Recording empires like Tamla Motown stand like the symbol of justice, balancing two foes: American capitalism and Black nationalism. The artists of these studios, like all rock 'n roll performers, since rock 'n roll was in the first instance a movement of the streets, have had to straddle these contradictions. The most successful of the artists have left the ghettoes far behind, but the best of their music has not lost the pulse of the streets.


Soul is the flowering of gospel in the modern cities, with equal grafts of musical threatre and jazz. Some of the musical characteristics are a powerful beat combined with rhythmic freedom i.e. syncopation, free bass lines, a 'late' vocal attack (ie the singer tends to lag behind the backing), and a call-and-response vocal format, taken straight from gospel.


The other side of the balance, that determined by shite culture, is evident in the extreme professionalism of most soul music, the 'slickness' of the backing and the precision of the arrangements. Listen to any soul hit record and you will know just how stylised soul has become. Soul music is an industry, but an industry with soul.


The first time I heard this record. 
The Best of Gladys Knight and the Pips., I was struck by its strangeness. It seemed to suggest a different being, tearing itself apart with contradictions. And the singing of Gladys Knight, although breathtaking, appeared to me at the same time too free, and too restrained. I thought she was free technically, and restrained personally. The music, even when it was most strictly in the form of soul, seemed to lack a real immediacy - if Billie Holliday had soul, Gladys Knight seemed to have style.




[image: The Best of Gladys Knight and The Pips album cover]


For those of us used to listening to white variants of rhythm and blues, especially those of us weaned on the Beatles, this music might be even a little shocking. In much rock, styles are tried on like coats in a second-hand store - the style, if you like, is the lack of identity. Part of the Beatles' power was their energy of eclecticism.


Soul, by comparison, is an extremely direct music - the style is the skeleton. It has evolved to a high level of technical skill, and yet the most virtuosic playing never loses its 'feel', and never strays from the musical path. Soul is music to live with.


Appreciating these songs therefore solved a break with certain preconceptions; I had to realise that music can be uniform, and still be a medium of personal expression.


So in the first place, Gladys Knight and the Pips are a soul group through and through. They have a night-club veneer - urchins in sequins - and because the music is removed from its sources, this soul music is more rigidly stylized than most but, as I have said, soul is style.


The group does interpretations of very conventional pop songs - 'Midnight Train to Georgia' and 'The Way We Were' - but these are revitalised by the rhythm and by the soul-timing of the singers.


Although the lyrics are all in the best tradition of American show music, the lyrical content tends to be overwhelmed by the drive of the music.


This is done vocally by dragging out the word over a series of notes, as in 'You're the Best Thing that Ever Happened to Me' - 'ee-ee-ee-every moment that I spend hurting'. It is also emphasised with purely wordless vocal notes - 'ah, ooh'. The words are forced below the surface of the music. At the same time, the intensity of Gladys Knight's vocal performance is counterpointed by the smoothness of the backing.


So the music is soul, and the singer is Gladys Knight. She is formed out of the style, but after listening a few times, one feels that the style exists for her. She can transcend the idiom, but only in the idiom. She probably doesn't need the Pips, but as it stands, the best parts of this record give a feeling that can only be described as sacred.


— 
Patrick Mulrennan







It's Only Love Rita Coolidge Festival Records


With a record such as this, like true poetry one should come to with an emptyness of spirit to truly experience its full impact. In this album, you won't find solace, but rather a lot of fellow feeling to reflect on.




[image: Rita Coolidge It's Only Love album cover]


Rita has come a long way from her days with Kris K. This album reveals her voice has developed to the maturity of a Roberta Flack, and a style as polished as that of the Carpenters. She can stand on her own and stand proud. This melancholy lady of the long dark tresses certainly hits you where it hurts.


The tracks range in style, from country and western through to slow jazz and blues, she grapples with classic Billie Holliday numbers with an ease revealing the quiet power and versitility of this lady. Yet there is a simple unity running throughout the album, like she says 'I've seen so many love affairs go bad... but don't let love pass you by'.


But the album doesn't drag, theres the odd racy track to wit. 'Keep the Candle Burning' with a honkey tonk piano to buoy one's sad spirits up.


Epilogue: No doubt about it, she certainly tugs at the heartstrings of this old hard bitten hog. I have no hesitation in recommending it to you gently reader. The album's definitely top notch. I only hope you get a chance to experience it.



Horatio Warthog
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'Get Stuffed' — The Canton Cafe







'Get Stuffed'



The Canton Cafe


[image: 'GET STUFFED']


This is the last of the Chinese restaurants for a while. Like several around town, the place has had a face lift to make it look boring.


The Canton used to have the most beautiful old dark Oak furniture and carved mirror frames. Certainly it made the place dark, but also gave it a real character all of its own. All gone. The owners have now in thier wisdom replaced with wood grain formica and orange vinyl. The mirrors have gone, the light has penetrated... but it is not the same.


So much for nostalgia, they still serve food there. The first thing that you notice is the classy menu (plastic cover too) but clean and properly sectioned off into different types of dishes with a small legend to give you an indication of what you're getting.


It runs to several pages, with well over 100 different items to choose from. Prices range from $1.50 up to $4.50 for a four course meal.


The dishes chosen were:



Sweet and Sour Roast Pork ($1.80)



Roast Pork Chow Mein ($1.80)



Side Dish Won Tons (.80c)




You've heard about these dishes over the weeks so I'll only tell you the unusual aspects. First with the Chow Mein was the welcome inclusion of Broccoli. A good wide range of vegetables is hard to beat but once again the inclusion of frozen peas pissed me off a little. To answer enquiries let me say here and now that I love frozen peas, but not at the height of the fresh vegetable season. Otherwise the mein dish was good though not very hot.


The roast pork dish on the other hand had a very wide range of delightful ingredients including pineapple, sesame seeds, root ginger and spring onions as well as the staples. Again the only thing that detracted from this dish is that it was not hot. With those two particular items the portions were not as large as other places but they were adequate for a lunch.


The side dish of Won Tons arrived dry, i.e. without any sauce and seemed to be chippolata. Disappointing and not worth ordering.


To sum up the Canton Cafe: the food was very tasty, well cooked and had more than the ordinary variety of vegetables that are the life blood of the Chinese meal. On the other hand the portions were not generous and the meals were not hot.






	
Name:

	The Canton Cafe





	
Where:

	Courtenay Place right by the bus terminus.





	
Type:

	Very wide variety of Chinese dishes plus some Kiwi Grills.





	
Price:

	Prices from $1.50-$4.50 (special 4 course meal)





	
Rating:

	* * * *





Summary of the Asian Section:





	* *

	The Toko Baru. (Indonesian) Corner Brandon and Featherston Streets. Disappointing in almost all respects.





	* * * * *

	The Nan King. (Chinese & Grills) Willis St. Up from St. George. Pleasant, plain, hot, well cooked and cheap.





	* *

	The Great Wall Cafe. (Chinese & Grills) Ghuznee St. Cheap but portions small. Dreary, dirty, no service.





	* * *

	The Sweet and Sour (Chinese and Grills) Upper Cuba Street. Nothing Special.









Key



	* * * * *

	All things considered price/type of place etc. I would go again encourage my friends to as well.





	* * * *

	Enjoyed the meal worth a look if you like that sort of thing.





	* * *

	Unmemorable or mediocre.





	* *

	Remembered with specific complaints.





	*

	If you ask me.... avoid it.





— 
Robert Lithgow
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[image: let me help you make a little money g0 a whole lot further If you need a little help and advice on how to make your money go further while you're at varsity, see Richard Starke at the Wellington Branch o the BNZ Richard knows the sort of money problems you're going to be involved with as a student, and he' II be pleased to give you all the assistance and advice that's possible. Apart from the BNZ services like cheque and savings accounts, free automatic savings facility, the Nationwide Account, travellers cheques, and so on there are two particular BNZ services that a lot of students have found very useful. BNZ Educational Loans The great thing about these is their flexibility You can take one out for a few days, to tide you over a rough spot till the end of term, or you can borrow on the long term and plan things out over the years you're at varsity. BNZ Consulting Service Free helpful advice on practically any financial matter from people who understand money and how it works And just by the way, there's another good reason for banking with the Bank of New Zealand, it's the only trading bank wholly owned by the people of New Zealand Call at the BNZ on campus office and fix up a time for a chat with Richard Starke or phone him direct at the BNZ Wellington Branch. Cnr. Lambton and Customhouse Quays Phone 725-099 ext 702. BANK OF NEW ZEALAND Wholly owned by the people of New Zealand]




[image: ANNUAL SPORTS DINNER April 30th Union Hall 7-00 Drinks 8-00 Dinner Don't forget to come to this function to sample the 'Bevens' food at its best and listen to scintillating witticisms of Glyn Tucker (former keeper of the STUD Book) and Bob Stuart (former All Black Captain 1948-52). THIS IS A FUNCTION THAT ALL GOURMETS AND SPORTS BODIES' CANNOT AFFORD TO MISS. Tickets available at Studass Office - $15 Double $9 Single.]
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That's Life Continued






That's Life Continued




[image: THAT'S LIFE continued' Tommy hits the road, where he stacks his load with longtime-mates Red 'n Willie, to make some gold and a blue record for a white man. Now read on: SUMMER, 1975... AN OBSCURE RECORD COLLECTOR IS CANVASSING SMALL SOUTHERN TOWNS IN HOPES OF FINDING THE GOOD STUFF... GRE, THIS TRIP HAS BEEN A WASHI-OUT SO FAR... ALL THE OL' TIMERS ARE CHIN' OFF... HMM... THIS PLACE LOOKS LIKE IT MIGHT YELLOW SOMETHING... WELL KEPT OLD HOUSE, LACE CURTMINS, FLOWER BEOS... 'MORNING MA'AM..UH..I'M LOOKING FOR OLD PHONOGRAPH RECORDS... I COLLECT THEM, YOU SEE, AND... UH... IF YOU HAVE ANY OF THE KIND I'M LOOKING FOR I'LL PAY GOOD MONEY FOR THEM...? YOU LOOKIN' FO 'WHAT, SUH? OL' REKKIDS? HOW OLD YOU MEAN? I'M AFTER THE REAL OLD STUFF... OL' TIME BLUES, JUG BANDS... THAT KIND OF THINGS... HEH HEH... OH... UHUH... AH SEE... YOU LAK DAT OL' BLUES... OH YES... NOW AH UNNASTAN'. YEAH, I USETA LIKE DEM OL' BLUES MAN SE'F... ME N'N' MAH HUZZBIN',.. HE'S PASSED AWAY... WE'UP WIND UP OAT OL' VICTROLA... AH STILL GOT DAT OL' THING 'ROUND IN BACK SOMEWHERE... OH REALLY? O'YA THINK THE RECORDS MIGHT STILL BE IN IT? OH... AH DON' KNOW... DEY MIGHT... DAT THING'S BURIED UNDER ALOTTA OL' JUNK... AK REALLY DON' WANNA MESS WIF ALL DAT STUFF TODAY... WHY DON YOU STOP BACK 'ROUND HERE IN A COUPLA WEEKS, SUH... AH GIT TO IT IN D' MEANTIME... MAN BACK'S KILLIN ME TADAY... HMM... WELL, Y'SEE, I'M NOT FROM THIS AREA... I LIVE IN CALIFORNIA, AND... UH... I'M NOT GONNA BE AROUND THIS AREA VERY LONG... ...LIKE I SAID, I'LL PAY A GOOD PRICE FOR ANY RECORDS I FIND, IF THERE THE KIND I'M LOOKIN' FOR... OH YES, MA'AM! OH... A DOLLAR, MAYBE MORE... IT DEPENDS... YOU LAK DEM OL' TIME BLUES, HUH?.. HOW MUCH DEY WITH TO YOU? DAT'S PRETTY GOOD PO'A OL' REKKID... DEY MUS' BE ANTEEKS, HUH? YOU WALT HERE ON DE PORCH... AH'LL GO AN' SEE IF DEM REKKIDS IS STILL IN DERE... DEM KIDS VSETA BUST 'EM UP... BUT AH'LL LOOK ANY HOW... AH AINT LISTEN TO 'EM NO MO' FO' DE LONGEST TAHM... FIE MINUTES OF SUSPENSE LATER... OH YOU FOUND THEM... HERE DEY IS, WHUT'S LEFT OF 'M, SUH... HERE, YOU TAKE A LOOK... OH GOD... "HI" HENRY BROWN ON TOP OF THE STACK... AN WHAT'S THIS? CANNON'S JUG STOMPERES, BUT IT'S CRACKED! TOOBAD... WHAT ELSE IS HERE... IT'S SHAKING LIKE A LEAF" YEAH, WE USETA LIKE TA LISSEN TO DOSE REKKIDS ON DAT VICTORIA... MAH HUZZBIN AN' ME... WE'D DANCE... WE DID HAVE SOME FINE TIMES INDEED... KING DAVID'S JUG BAND... FRANK STORES... I HIT IT THIS TIME... JOE OPLICOTT.. TOMMY GRADY... WHAT'S HE? NEVER HEARD OF HIM... HERE'S A CHARLEY PATTON! MY HEART! IS DEM DE TYPE YOU LOOKIN 'FO', SUH? DEY KINDA SEAT UP... WE PLAYED EM ALOT, Y'KNOW... OH WE HAD DAT VICTORIA IN DE FRONT ROOM FO 'YEARS AN' YEARS 'FO'WE GOT DAT RADIO... NOW, 'COURSE, AM GOT MAH TV... THE COLLECTOR PAYS THE OLD WOMAN A QUARTER APIECE FOR THE RE CORDS, BEING AS THEY WERE SOMEWHAT WORN... LATER, BACK HOME IN L.A., HE LISTENS TO HIS NEW FINDS... WOW! THAT TOMMY GRADY IS TOP NOTCH! I'VE NEVER HEARD OF HIM BEFORE AND HE'S NOT LISTED IN THE DISCOGRAPHY... WONDER IF GARY SEIDEN KNOWS ANYTHING ABOUT HIM... HE'S THE BIGGEST BLUES COLLECTOR ON THE WEST COAST... PO-O BOY LONG WAY F'UM HOME AFMFSM I'LL CALL HIM... TOMMY GRADY? HM! THE NAME'S A COMPLETE MYSTERY TO ME... WHAT'S THE SERIAL NUMBER? HM... COULD I COME OVER AND LISTEN TO IT? NOBLE 1599... SURE... COME ON OVER... LATER AMAZING! THE GUY'S ABSOLUTELY GREAT! EVIDENTLY YOU HAVE THE ONLY KNOW COPY OF THIS RECORD HERE... WOULD YOU CARE TO SELL IT? CONDITION COULD BE BETTER BUT SINCE IT'S FOUND... IT'S A DEAL!! BEAUTIFUL QUITAR STYLE! TOTALLY UNIQUE!! MAKE ME AN OFFER... SEVENTY FIVE... HMM... I DON' KNOW... HOW 'BOUT A HUNDRED AND A COUPLE OF GOOD RECORDS? WEEK LATER, GARY SEIDEN HOLDS A MEETING OF BLUES COLLECTORS AND SCHOLARS AT HIS HOME... OKAY, YOU GUYS... NOW, LISTEN... THIS IS TOMMY GRADY... NOBODY'S EVER HEARD OF HIM... THIS IS THE ONLY COPY THAT'S EVER TURNED UP! HOW'S CONDITION, GARY? IT'S LISTENABLE! LET E'ER ROLL! PO-O BOY, LO-ONE WAY F'UM HOME... PO-O BOY, LONG WAY F'UM HOME.. ...AND THAT'S LIFE.]
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Letters




Letters




MSA Criticism Continues




Dear Editor,




Yes, the MSA executive has been in the centre of criticism for quite some time. As such, I do think that there is a certain degree of disunity among the members.


However, what causes this disunity is quite a big question for us to ask. Maybe, it is rooted in the policies of the previous committee. I therefore, think that it is wise to let the present committee prove itself, before we criticise them for the deeds which were committed by the previous 'regimes'.


People are always associating the present committee with the work of its predecessors. It's just hard luck, I suppose.


Well, the aim of my writing this letter is to put a few polite comments on some of the opinions put forward by R. Pui the other week. He talked about the OCF's ascendency in the MSA.


He advocated the ascendency or 'infiltration' because they (OCF) worked for it - in fact were prepared to propagandise.


However, I'm quite sure that R. Pui has 'forgotten' that the OCF is a religious body. He seems to talk about committee's promises of more 'social and cultural' activities. I guess he took this to justify the OCF's infiltration.


But, has he forgotten the fact that Malaysia is made up of everything with the prefix 'multi-? That means multiracial, multi-culture, multi-religious... etc. I should say I have some sound reasons in saying that this 'prefix' applies to the components of the MSA too.


Therefore, by supporting the ascendency of OCF, which I take it is a religious sect, he would be, or at least seems to be, taking a stand that is bias towards the Christian sect. What would the other sects do? Would they feel (hat they are a bit out of place, or would they feel indignant? Yet, he is suggesting to put up another play 'with a Christian outlook'


Already, the membership of the Association stands at quite a low level now. Guess what would happen if the MSA follow a— 'religious' policy.


There is a point on the running of the Association. It is not that we are unwilling to attend the committee meetings. The trouble is that we don't know when such a meeting is going on.


I would appreciate if the committee would be kind enough to let us know of the time and day of the meeting. We can't guarantee that we would be there, but we could at least make an effort to attend them, if we are interested in the running of the Association.


Concerning MSA's role in politics. I don't think we could commit those who don't want to commit themselves. Anyway, may I put forward a suggestion? Why doesn't the MSA set up a referendum (secret ballot) on certain controversial issues. Before organising any such referendum, members should be told that the decision of the majority will be taken without any reservation - final.


Thank you.




Yours faithfully,

MSA member.







O'Connor on Abortion




Dear John,




There's a cry from the places where 
Salient's read, 'Abortion is back with a centre-page spread'.


Yes, the cry thunders out to the men on the hill,


'Let no-one deny our dear Libby her Bill'.


'Excuse me.' I said, in a whispering breath.


'But isn't it wrong to put babies to death?'


'But a foetus ain't human' she said, 'are you deaf?


'Foetus don't start with an 'h' - its an 'f'..


I answered: 'I see the distinction you've drawn,


But what the hell was I before I was born?'


She said: 'You defied sociological ken,


For society hadn't defined you by then.'


'I see; so to sum up it seems that we've got


That society says if I'm human or not.'


She nodded: 'Remember, it bears repetition.


That babies aren't born - they achieve definition.'


Well, if you think society fits that girl's bill,


You can stuff your society - you probably will.


For its clear their whole concept is wav out of skew


Their conception is thirty-nine weeks overdue.




Yours sincerely,


Patrick O'Connor.








Jew Soc Becomes SRC




Dear John,




I would like to suggest that the Jewish Society holds its meetings in the Union Hall on Wednesdays at 12pm. Never have I seen such a sinister, underhand jackup 
(I've seen worse - 
typesetter) No-one was aware that such a plot was being hatched against the Palestinian people. It was simply a loaded attempt to clear their own name.



Interested observer.










Courts Reporter Taken to Task




Dear Sir,




Your 'From the Courts' feature as rendered by one Helen Croft 
(Salient April 5) invites comment.


Why do you accept court reporting from someone who does not know the difference between a judge and a magistrate?


Perhaps less elementary is the rather misguided attempt on Ms Croft's part to blame Mr Richardson S.M. for the failure of counsel in a drug case to convince the court that special circumstances applied in the case quoted. The magistrate can hardly be blamed for the legislation he has a duty to enforce. Nor can he be blamed for Supreme Court decisions on the Narcotics Act which make it clear that the special circumstances must relate to the offence and not the offender for them to be relevant to the sentence ultimately handed out. Clearly the 'heart of the public' was won because of the circumstances of the offender and the magistrate quite properly ignored this.


Talking of the offender, it appears he shook in the dock (most people do in those circumstances) and he was 'shy and inexperienced'. So shy and inexperienced was he that he was able to acquire a pound of an illicit drug from which he would have gained $950 on resale.


He was of full age no doubt he was well aware of the risks he ran. For Ms Croft's information there have been countless youths in similar circumstances to our shy boy who have been sentenced by judges of the Supreme Court to as much as two years imprisonment for approximately the same offence. Mr Richardson was not entirely unmoved by counsel's submissions after all.


Personally I believe the Narcotics Act I to be fundamentally flawed particularly I in its approach to marijuana. The need I to change the Act however should not I be an excuse for grossly misinformed criticism of a Magistrate over a decision which was as humane as the Narcotics Act allows.


Before Ms Croft bursts into print again she should bone up a little on the legal issues she gets bogged down in. So far you have sent a girl to do a woman's job.




Yours sincerely,


Dave Smith.








Another in a Scries of Nauseating Drivel




Dear Sir,




Jav Ville is a great big slob. He is miserly and arrogant, and, as Muggkton-Spofforth knows only too well, vindictive to boot. He never uses any deodorant, and his argument and armpits are of the same malodorous order.


Ville never eradicated Muggleton- Spofforth (whose real name, should anyone care, is John Smith). He never will. This is an arduous task, beyond a wretched amateur like Ville. His incapacity to get his adversary's name right is a measure of his hitherto success, lie is the bungler.


To give you an example, I was in the James Cook on Thursday. So was Ville, who was dousing a rear-admiral in fire-extinguisher liquid and screaming 'you toady, you turd, attica attaboy', and generally destroying our relations with the US. As the naval big-wig was going to an audience with Rocky, Ville was grappled by seven CIA 'shootists'. He was subsequently charged in the magistrates court with obscene use of a safety appliance and attempted assignation with a U.S. Vice Pepsodent, al though the second charge was dropped, AS it was misspelt and an incitement to perjury.


Ville was represented by Skyster, Flywheel and Grarabbit, defence lawyers without apparel. Rocky employed Suckerschmuck and Schiemee, whose ethnic origins are obscure. Proceedings were orderly, until Ville was cross-examined by Suckerschmuck. Asked for his name, Ville yelled abusively 'I've done jobs for you arse-crusher. I've done your jobs' The omnipresent and nullascient Lloyd Gob then interrupted from the gallery, and when I was brought round by the application of smelling salts. Rocky was saying 'someone else always does' my work when there's a lot of shit involved'.


Meanwhile, Ville had dropped his trousers and tried to challenge Rocky to a duel of gender. The magistrate ordered Ville to get dressed again, whereupon Shyster said that Ville was a 'rudist' and the court was cleared.


Flywheel's mistress performed unusual acts of pedarastic derring-do with one of Rocky's limosines, and then came the news that Grabbit was attempting to bribe the presiding magistrate with a ticket to the Johannesburg test. Eventually Ville was fined $75, and ordered to pay costs. 'Who?' asked Ville, ingenuously; but by now the cause and the case were lost.


That give you a good idea of what a pathetic and nauseating jerk Ville can be, and just what become of justice once the dummy is given any rein. But no more of Ville on Muggleton-Spofforth, please. Sleeping dogs lie and all of that.




Yours faithfully,


Anna Conder.






Salient endorses the remark made in this letter to 'let sleeping dogs lie'. I am sick and tired of reading inane, pathetic, nauseating letters from Muggleton-Spoffin, Jay Ville and any of the fellow nutters. Let it be stated that any further drivel from the pens of these people will be treated to a quick trip to the sewage outlet at Pencarrow - Ed.







Insincere Sniper has Another Go.




Dear John,




Re letter to which you 'replied' issue 6: I specifically wrote to 
Salient so the issue could be brought into the open, not hidden behind any exec, privelige or Closed committee doors. If your paper purports to show all sides of a question and uphold freedom of speech, why (unless my letter was libelous) did you not print it?



Still,
Very concerned student.





I personally think that you've got a bloody cheek to accuse Salient of hiding the issue behind closed doors, or not wanting to discuss it. Our first three issues were full of nothing else but the Goodall Affair. I suggested last week that you (whoever you are - hiding behind closed doors?) should see Gyles Beckford so as to discuss this matter. No one has so far approached Gyles regarding this matter so I can only conclude that you re not really interested in establishing the truth, but would rather simply snipe from afar for the sake of sensationalism - Ed.







Anthony Ward Congratulated




Dear Salient,




As a Spaniard, let me thank you for your article 
The Facts, Bias and lilt 
Post, by Anthony Ward in Issue 4, as at long last, we got a fair report on the 'other side' of the Spanish saga.


In my daily routine I come across so many people who invariably ask me where I come from (because of my accent) and surprisingly enough, refuse to fully accept my account on how fatal the 40 year dictatorship has been for my country. It is so hard I suppose, for an easy-going person to understand that nothing good at all can come from such form of Government!


As a person, let me equally congratulate you for the article, for I too find the press in New Zealand to be precarious and biased. I understand the reasons given to the public by the media (who is interested in international news after all?) but I for one, feel that you have done a good job.


Keep it up.




Yours sincerely,


Mont 
[
unclear: M;] Baste





ps: feel free to dispose of this letter if you find my English too bad for it to be published.



Thanks for your comments and for backing up our opinion on the New Zealand press. I believe that you as a Spaniard add a good deal of authenticity to our argument - Ed








Won AAC Submissions Attacked




Dear Sir,




Re 
Salient issue 6, 5 April in which you have printed the submissions of the Women's National Abortion Action Campaign's sub-missions to the Royal Commission on Contraception, Sterilisation and Abortion.


The submissions are, to say the least, simplistic. They ignore the complexity of the issues involved. Unfortunately ignoring them wont make them go away.




	1.
	The submissions claim that because the incident of illegal abortion, the solution is to legalise abortion. Now many countries (eg Sweden. Japan, Bulgaria, Poland, Hungary, Rumania, East Germany and Yugoslavia) have had legal abortion for up to 20 years. But in none of these countries has the problem of illegal abortions been solved by this legalisation. In East Germany, quite the reverse. In East Germany an increase in legal abortions following liberalisation of the abortion law was accompanied by an increase in illegal abortions'

1 'One cannot assume that liberalisation of the abortion laws will invariably result in the replacement of all, or even most, illegal abortions with legal terminations of pregnancy'

2 WONAAC is duced abortion'

3 'Even for relatively healty as a ground for legalising abortion. We will still be left with the horror of illegal abortions.


	2.
	I find it amazing that what should be properly researched submissions should include this sentence 'We are convinced there is no doubt that early abortions performed on healthy women under proper medical conditions are even safer than childbirth'. No evidence is provided for this sweeping claim. However counter-evidence is abundant. 'A man is more likely to have a sterile wife or a still born or premature or defective child if he marries a girl who had an induced abortion's. 'Even for relatively healthy women the risks from abortion are considerable ....physical damage from legal abortion includes a rising percentage of sepsis, significant haemorrhage, perforation of the uterus, pelvic infection'

4 Abortion is neither safe nor simple.... Abortion frequently reduces a woman's future reproductive capability.... and subsequent children are at higher risk'

5


	3.
	The submissions make continual reference to women's rights. Even an elementary knowledge of social justice makes it clear that no group's rights are absolute. The issue WONAAC ignores is the rights of the unborn child - which have been established in law for centuries. These rights are summed up in a unanimous declaration of the United National 'Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1959)', "the child by reason of his physical and mental immaturity, needs special safeguards and care, including appropriate legal protection before as well as after birth.


	4.
	I find WONAAC makes a curious distinction between 'human life' and 'human being' I have never heard of human life existing other than in human beings - so the distinction of human life is the destruction of a human being. Yet this distinction means the breakdown of the principle that is the cornerstone of life in a democratic (a dirty word with some WONAAC supporters?) community the equal right of all human beings to life.



The submissions fail to come to grasp with the real problem - the need to provide adequate social welfare and other aid so that women may have their children without the worry of being unable to support them. If abortion is the answer, why aren't Britain, Sweden etc the perfect places to live in? In these countries, the politicians have simply legalised abortion to save society (and themselves) the cost of providing adequate care for mothers-to-be.




Carl Telford.








Salient Reviewer Takes the Offensive




Sir,




Lindy Allen Dip. F.A.'s left buttock may well be as knowledgeable about art as I am, in which case she would have been welt advised to employ it instead of the feeble organ she did to write her silly and inaccurate letter attacking my review in the issue of March-22.


She argues that because my name is unknown to her 'as a member of the artistic profession' whatever that might be that I am unqualified to write about Art (her capital not mine), whatever that is. This is utter drivel.


Her main criticism of my review is 'the fact that little real information was given in it on the paintings themselves'. She also finds my statement 'firmly establishes him as a major talent in the local context' a reference to Robert McLeod's painting 'The Long Way Home', 'inane'. Of this painting I wrote:



Of the three painters showing at Elva Belt's. Robert McLeod is the most mature. I have written elsewhere of McLeod's exuberant colour and paint handling, and of his stylistic affinities with the Scotsman Alan Davey and the sixties school of British painters. McLeod is also a Scotsman, and has been criticised for failing to come to terms with his new environment. Ignoring this criticism, and well aware of the stulifying effect 'the New Zealand thing' has had on many painters and of its modishness, Robert McLeod has continued to throw brilliant colour on his canvases with gay abandon. Up until now that is.



The very large work hung here, 'The Long Way Home', 
represents a real breakthrough for McLeod and should silence his critics. Gone are the selfconsciously childlike Alan Davey devices and the joyous colours. Instead the colours are muted landscape tones, ochre, grey and green, almost from Woolston's palette. The composition is tight and altogether successful, no mean achievement in a work on this scale and the paint-handling is fluent.



Till now Robert McLeod has been a painter to watch. 'The Long Way Home' 
is his first recognisable New Zealand statement and firmly establishes him as a major talent in the local context.


What kind of 'real information' does Lindy Allen Dip. F.A. require? I'm at a loss to understand the reason for her invective. If she had read a my review properly or bothered to get off her knowledgeable buttocks to look at this exhibition, which she patently has not done, or indeed if she were aware of Robert McLeod's work, which equally patently she is not, she, or her buttock might have understood what I meant. The inanity is her own.


Of course there is an 'absence of technical terms' in my review (I intended there to be) but hardly 'a complete absence'. The use of specialist terminology and painterly jargon is anathema in a paper of this nature.


Her final statement 'I write this in defence of my profession, and not to promote my own interests' really takes the biscuit for pretentiousness.


If indeed Lindy Allen Dip. F.A. you are concerned about the standard of reviewing in Salient, as I am, I suggest you write a few reviews yourself. I would warn you however, that whatever you write you will be abused by nuts and self-appointed experts with God knows what kind of dubious personal axes to grind.




Yours etc,


Neil Rowe.








'Mindless Individual' Re-Emerges from Woodwork




Dear Sir,




I believe that there are two sides to every argument and both have a right to be heard with equal respect shown for each party. I was therefore enraged to read the letter from Lisa Sacksen in your last issue.


I do not oppose her holding and stating her particular stand on the issue of sporting contacts with S.A. and a referendum, but I do take strong exception of her last comment. She says that she hopes she has, 'stemmed the tide of mindless individuals', who feel differently to her.


The last words are not hers but my summation of her statement. Is this the thinking of the students association?


I for one feel differently on the issue and I deeply resent being labelled a 'mindless individual'. I gave considerable thought to the subject before arriving at my present stand, but because I hold that stance I don't condem anyone who differs as being mindless.


I don't doubt their sincerity or reasons for holding their view so please show equal respect.




Yours,

Ic Boc It.








1 Fredcriksen-Brackett Report: a survey of these countries 1968 in Public Health Reports (US) Vol.83 (12) Dec. 1968 1008





2 Ibid





3 Wynn Report. Evidence to Lane Committee 1972. Foundation for Education and Research in Child-Bearing, London.





4 Royal College of Obstetrician is and Gynaecologists. Evidence to Lane Committee. 1972





5 Wynn Report, op.cit
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MSA Criticism Continues




Dear Editor,




Yes, the MSA executive has been in the centre of criticism for quite some time. As such, I do think that there is a certain degree of disunity among the members.


However, what causes this disunity is quite a big question for us to ask. Maybe, it is rooted in the policies of the previous committee. I therefore, think that it is wise to let the present committee prove itself, before we criticise them for the deeds which were committed by the previous 'regimes'.


People are always associating the present committee with the work of its predecessors. It's just hard luck, I suppose.


Well, the aim of my writing this letter is to put a few polite comments on some of the opinions put forward by R. Pui the other week. He talked about the OCF's ascendency in the MSA.


He advocated the ascendency or 'infiltration' because they (OCF) worked for it - in fact were prepared to propagandise.


However, I'm quite sure that R. Pui has 'forgotten' that the OCF is a religious body. He seems to talk about committee's promises of more 'social and cultural' activities. I guess he took this to justify the OCF's infiltration.


But, has he forgotten the fact that Malaysia is made up of everything with the prefix 'multi-? That means multiracial, multi-culture, multi-religious... etc. I should say I have some sound reasons in saying that this 'prefix' applies to the components of the MSA too.


Therefore, by supporting the ascendency of OCF, which I take it is a religious sect, he would be, or at least seems to be, taking a stand that is bias towards the Christian sect. What would the other sects do? Would they feel (hat they are a bit out of place, or would they feel indignant? Yet, he is suggesting to put up another play 'with a Christian outlook'


Already, the membership of the Association stands at quite a low level now. Guess what would happen if the MSA follow a— 'religious' policy.


There is a point on the running of the Association. It is not that we are unwilling to attend the committee meetings. The trouble is that we don't know when such a meeting is going on.


I would appreciate if the committee would be kind enough to let us know of the time and day of the meeting. We can't guarantee that we would be there, but we could at least make an effort to attend them, if we are interested in the running of the Association.


Concerning MSA's role in politics. I don't think we could commit those who don't want to commit themselves. Anyway, may I put forward a suggestion? Why doesn't the MSA set up a referendum (secret ballot) on certain controversial issues. Before organising any such referendum, members should be told that the decision of the majority will be taken without any reservation - final.


Thank you.




Yours faithfully,

MSA member.
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O'Connor on Abortion




Dear John,




There's a cry from the places where 
Salient's read, 'Abortion is back with a centre-page spread'.


Yes, the cry thunders out to the men on the hill,


'Let no-one deny our dear Libby her Bill'.


'Excuse me.' I said, in a whispering breath.


'But isn't it wrong to put babies to death?'


'But a foetus ain't human' she said, 'are you deaf?


'Foetus don't start with an 'h' - its an 'f'..


I answered: 'I see the distinction you've drawn,


But what the hell was I before I was born?'


She said: 'You defied sociological ken,


For society hadn't defined you by then.'


'I see; so to sum up it seems that we've got


That society says if I'm human or not.'


She nodded: 'Remember, it bears repetition.


That babies aren't born - they achieve definition.'


Well, if you think society fits that girl's bill,


You can stuff your society - you probably will.


For its clear their whole concept is wav out of skew


Their conception is thirty-nine weeks overdue.




Yours sincerely,


Patrick O'Connor.
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Jew Soc Becomes SRC




Dear John,




I would like to suggest that the Jewish Society holds its meetings in the Union Hall on Wednesdays at 12pm. Never have I seen such a sinister, underhand jackup 
(I've seen worse - 
typesetter) No-one was aware that such a plot was being hatched against the Palestinian people. It was simply a loaded attempt to clear their own name.



Interested observer.
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Courts Reporter Taken to Task




Dear Sir,




Your 'From the Courts' feature as rendered by one Helen Croft 
(Salient April 5) invites comment.


Why do you accept court reporting from someone who does not know the difference between a judge and a magistrate?


Perhaps less elementary is the rather misguided attempt on Ms Croft's part to blame Mr Richardson S.M. for the failure of counsel in a drug case to convince the court that special circumstances applied in the case quoted. The magistrate can hardly be blamed for the legislation he has a duty to enforce. Nor can he be blamed for Supreme Court decisions on the Narcotics Act which make it clear that the special circumstances must relate to the offence and not the offender for them to be relevant to the sentence ultimately handed out. Clearly the 'heart of the public' was won because of the circumstances of the offender and the magistrate quite properly ignored this.


Talking of the offender, it appears he shook in the dock (most people do in those circumstances) and he was 'shy and inexperienced'. So shy and inexperienced was he that he was able to acquire a pound of an illicit drug from which he would have gained $950 on resale.


He was of full age no doubt he was well aware of the risks he ran. For Ms Croft's information there have been countless youths in similar circumstances to our shy boy who have been sentenced by judges of the Supreme Court to as much as two years imprisonment for approximately the same offence. Mr Richardson was not entirely unmoved by counsel's submissions after all.


Personally I believe the Narcotics Act I to be fundamentally flawed particularly I in its approach to marijuana. The need I to change the Act however should not I be an excuse for grossly misinformed criticism of a Magistrate over a decision which was as humane as the Narcotics Act allows.


Before Ms Croft bursts into print again she should bone up a little on the legal issues she gets bogged down in. So far you have sent a girl to do a woman's job.




Yours sincerely,


Dave Smith.
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Another in a Scries of Nauseating Drivel




Dear Sir,




Jav Ville is a great big slob. He is miserly and arrogant, and, as Muggkton-Spofforth knows only too well, vindictive to boot. He never uses any deodorant, and his argument and armpits are of the same malodorous order.


Ville never eradicated Muggleton- Spofforth (whose real name, should anyone care, is John Smith). He never will. This is an arduous task, beyond a wretched amateur like Ville. His incapacity to get his adversary's name right is a measure of his hitherto success, lie is the bungler.


To give you an example, I was in the James Cook on Thursday. So was Ville, who was dousing a rear-admiral in fire-extinguisher liquid and screaming 'you toady, you turd, attica attaboy', and generally destroying our relations with the US. As the naval big-wig was going to an audience with Rocky, Ville was grappled by seven CIA 'shootists'. He was subsequently charged in the magistrates court with obscene use of a safety appliance and attempted assignation with a U.S. Vice Pepsodent, al though the second charge was dropped, AS it was misspelt and an incitement to perjury.


Ville was represented by Skyster, Flywheel and Grarabbit, defence lawyers without apparel. Rocky employed Suckerschmuck and Schiemee, whose ethnic origins are obscure. Proceedings were orderly, until Ville was cross-examined by Suckerschmuck. Asked for his name, Ville yelled abusively 'I've done jobs for you arse-crusher. I've done your jobs' The omnipresent and nullascient Lloyd Gob then interrupted from the gallery, and when I was brought round by the application of smelling salts. Rocky was saying 'someone else always does' my work when there's a lot of shit involved'.


Meanwhile, Ville had dropped his trousers and tried to challenge Rocky to a duel of gender. The magistrate ordered Ville to get dressed again, whereupon Shyster said that Ville was a 'rudist' and the court was cleared.


Flywheel's mistress performed unusual acts of pedarastic derring-do with one of Rocky's limosines, and then came the news that Grabbit was attempting to bribe the presiding magistrate with a ticket to the Johannesburg test. Eventually Ville was fined $75, and ordered to pay costs. 'Who?' asked Ville, ingenuously; but by now the cause and the case were lost.


That give you a good idea of what a pathetic and nauseating jerk Ville can be, and just what become of justice once the dummy is given any rein. But no more of Ville on Muggleton-Spofforth, please. Sleeping dogs lie and all of that.




Yours faithfully,


Anna Conder.






Salient endorses the remark made in this letter to 'let sleeping dogs lie'. I am sick and tired of reading inane, pathetic, nauseating letters from Muggleton-Spoffin, Jay Ville and any of the fellow nutters. Let it be stated that any further drivel from the pens of these people will be treated to a quick trip to the sewage outlet at Pencarrow - Ed.











Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University students' Newspaper. Volume Number 39, Issue 7. April 12 [1976]

Insincere Sniper has Another Go




Insincere Sniper has Another Go.




Dear John,




Re letter to which you 'replied' issue 6: I specifically wrote to 
Salient so the issue could be brought into the open, not hidden behind any exec, privelige or Closed committee doors. If your paper purports to show all sides of a question and uphold freedom of speech, why (unless my letter was libelous) did you not print it?



Still,
Very concerned student.





I personally think that you've got a bloody cheek to accuse Salient of hiding the issue behind closed doors, or not wanting to discuss it. Our first three issues were full of nothing else but the Goodall Affair. I suggested last week that you (whoever you are - hiding behind closed doors?) should see Gyles Beckford so as to discuss this matter. No one has so far approached Gyles regarding this matter so I can only conclude that you re not really interested in establishing the truth, but would rather simply snipe from afar for the sake of sensationalism - Ed.
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Anthony Ward Congratulated




Dear Salient,




As a Spaniard, let me thank you for your article 
The Facts, Bias and lilt 
Post, by Anthony Ward in Issue 4, as at long last, we got a fair report on the 'other side' of the Spanish saga.


In my daily routine I come across so many people who invariably ask me where I come from (because of my accent) and surprisingly enough, refuse to fully accept my account on how fatal the 40 year dictatorship has been for my country. It is so hard I suppose, for an easy-going person to understand that nothing good at all can come from such form of Government!


As a person, let me equally congratulate you for the article, for I too find the press in New Zealand to be precarious and biased. I understand the reasons given to the public by the media (who is interested in international news after all?) but I for one, feel that you have done a good job.


Keep it up.




Yours sincerely,


Mont 
[
unclear: M;] Baste





ps: feel free to dispose of this letter if you find my English too bad for it to be published.



Thanks for your comments and for backing up our opinion on the New Zealand press. I believe that you as a Spaniard add a good deal of authenticity to our argument - Ed
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Won AAC Submissions Attacked




Dear Sir,




Re 
Salient issue 6, 5 April in which you have printed the submissions of the Women's National Abortion Action Campaign's sub-missions to the Royal Commission on Contraception, Sterilisation and Abortion.


The submissions are, to say the least, simplistic. They ignore the complexity of the issues involved. Unfortunately ignoring them wont make them go away.




	1.
	The submissions claim that because the incident of illegal abortion, the solution is to legalise abortion. Now many countries (eg Sweden. Japan, Bulgaria, Poland, Hungary, Rumania, East Germany and Yugoslavia) have had legal abortion for up to 20 years. But in none of these countries has the problem of illegal abortions been solved by this legalisation. In East Germany, quite the reverse. In East Germany an increase in legal abortions following liberalisation of the abortion law was accompanied by an increase in illegal abortions'

1 'One cannot assume that liberalisation of the abortion laws will invariably result in the replacement of all, or even most, illegal abortions with legal terminations of pregnancy'

2 WONAAC is duced abortion'

3 'Even for relatively healty as a ground for legalising abortion. We will still be left with the horror of illegal abortions.


	2.
	I find it amazing that what should be properly researched submissions should include this sentence 'We are convinced there is no doubt that early abortions performed on healthy women under proper medical conditions are even safer than childbirth'. No evidence is provided for this sweeping claim. However counter-evidence is abundant. 'A man is more likely to have a sterile wife or a still born or premature or defective child if he marries a girl who had an induced abortion's. 'Even for relatively healthy women the risks from abortion are considerable ....physical damage from legal abortion includes a rising percentage of sepsis, significant haemorrhage, perforation of the uterus, pelvic infection'

4 Abortion is neither safe nor simple.... Abortion frequently reduces a woman's future reproductive capability.... and subsequent children are at higher risk'

5


	3.
	The submissions make continual reference to women's rights. Even an elementary knowledge of social justice makes it clear that no group's rights are absolute. The issue WONAAC ignores is the rights of the unborn child - which have been established in law for centuries. These rights are summed up in a unanimous declaration of the United National 'Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1959)', "the child by reason of his physical and mental immaturity, needs special safeguards and care, including appropriate legal protection before as well as after birth.


	4.
	I find WONAAC makes a curious distinction between 'human life' and 'human being' I have never heard of human life existing other than in human beings - so the distinction of human life is the destruction of a human being. Yet this distinction means the breakdown of the principle that is the cornerstone of life in a democratic (a dirty word with some WONAAC supporters?) community the equal right of all human beings to life.



The submissions fail to come to grasp with the real problem - the need to provide adequate social welfare and other aid so that women may have their children without the worry of being unable to support them. If abortion is the answer, why aren't Britain, Sweden etc the perfect places to live in? In these countries, the politicians have simply legalised abortion to save society (and themselves) the cost of providing adequate care for mothers-to-be.




Carl Telford.












Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University students' Newspaper. Volume Number 39, Issue 7. April 12 [1976]

Salient Reviewer Takes the Offensive




Salient Reviewer Takes the Offensive




Sir,




Lindy Allen Dip. F.A.'s left buttock may well be as knowledgeable about art as I am, in which case she would have been welt advised to employ it instead of the feeble organ she did to write her silly and inaccurate letter attacking my review in the issue of March-22.


She argues that because my name is unknown to her 'as a member of the artistic profession' whatever that might be that I am unqualified to write about Art (her capital not mine), whatever that is. This is utter drivel.


Her main criticism of my review is 'the fact that little real information was given in it on the paintings themselves'. She also finds my statement 'firmly establishes him as a major talent in the local context' a reference to Robert McLeod's painting 'The Long Way Home', 'inane'. Of this painting I wrote:



Of the three painters showing at Elva Belt's. Robert McLeod is the most mature. I have written elsewhere of McLeod's exuberant colour and paint handling, and of his stylistic affinities with the Scotsman Alan Davey and the sixties school of British painters. McLeod is also a Scotsman, and has been criticised for failing to come to terms with his new environment. Ignoring this criticism, and well aware of the stulifying effect 'the New Zealand thing' has had on many painters and of its modishness, Robert McLeod has continued to throw brilliant colour on his canvases with gay abandon. Up until now that is.



The very large work hung here, 'The Long Way Home', 
represents a real breakthrough for McLeod and should silence his critics. Gone are the selfconsciously childlike Alan Davey devices and the joyous colours. Instead the colours are muted landscape tones, ochre, grey and green, almost from Woolston's palette. The composition is tight and altogether successful, no mean achievement in a work on this scale and the paint-handling is fluent.



Till now Robert McLeod has been a painter to watch. 'The Long Way Home' 
is his first recognisable New Zealand statement and firmly establishes him as a major talent in the local context.


What kind of 'real information' does Lindy Allen Dip. F.A. require? I'm at a loss to understand the reason for her invective. If she had read a my review properly or bothered to get off her knowledgeable buttocks to look at this exhibition, which she patently has not done, or indeed if she were aware of Robert McLeod's work, which equally patently she is not, she, or her buttock might have understood what I meant. The inanity is her own.


Of course there is an 'absence of technical terms' in my review (I intended there to be) but hardly 'a complete absence'. The use of specialist terminology and painterly jargon is anathema in a paper of this nature.


Her final statement 'I write this in defence of my profession, and not to promote my own interests' really takes the biscuit for pretentiousness.


If indeed Lindy Allen Dip. F.A. you are concerned about the standard of reviewing in Salient, as I am, I suggest you write a few reviews yourself. I would warn you however, that whatever you write you will be abused by nuts and self-appointed experts with God knows what kind of dubious personal axes to grind.




Yours etc,


Neil Rowe.
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'Mindless Individual' Re-Emerges from Woodwork




Dear Sir,




I believe that there are two sides to every argument and both have a right to be heard with equal respect shown for each party. I was therefore enraged to read the letter from Lisa Sacksen in your last issue.


I do not oppose her holding and stating her particular stand on the issue of sporting contacts with S.A. and a referendum, but I do take strong exception of her last comment. She says that she hopes she has, 'stemmed the tide of mindless individuals', who feel differently to her.


The last words are not hers but my summation of her statement. Is this the thinking of the students association?


I for one feel differently on the issue and I deeply resent being labelled a 'mindless individual'. I gave considerable thought to the subject before arriving at my present stand, but because I hold that stance I don't condem anyone who differs as being mindless.


I don't doubt their sincerity or reasons for holding their view so please show equal respect.




Yours,

Ic Boc It.
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