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The Effectiveness at NZUSA


[image: Four horse and carriages]




[image: Last week Salient carried an interview with John Blincoe, President at NZUSA. This week we invited him to expand on a number of the points he made then.]

Last week Salient carried an interview with John Blincoe, President at NZUSA. This week we invited him to expand on a number of the points he made then.




One of my predecessors as President at NZUSA once said that NZUSA was no more nor less than the sum of its members, and of course he was right. Any students' association, whether at local or national level is at its most effective when it has the active support of its members and, conversely at its least effective when it doesn't.


There's little doubt that the large turnout of students during last year's bursaries demonstrations led to bursaries becoming the political issue it did especially for the National Party. It was also important as part of the long-term campaign to force the Labour Government to at least partly honour its 1972 election promise to introduce an STB. Concerted united action is absolutely essential to get these sorts of promises honoured.






NZUSA and Ordinary Students'


One thing that disturbs me is the almost ritualistic feeling of antagonism that sometimes creeps into the way NZUSA is regarded. It is one thing to make constructive, albeit harsh, criticism. It is another to engage in petty, from-the-hip sniping because it's in fashion to do so. This ritualistic antagonism is unfortunate because it pushes people apart, whereas the only way we can make real progress is by resolving our differences openly and honestly and moving forward on a united front Obviously there is a communication problem though, as I said last week, I believe the greatest communication problem is between the ordinary student and his or her local association.






On 'Heavies'


I dislike the label of student heavy' at least when it is applied seriously, because it has implications of ego-tripping and self engrondisement. People who seek office in students' association, whether at local or national level, ought to be there to represent their members and because they believe very strongly in the objects and policies of the association, as I do in the objects and policies of NZUSA. Obviously if ratbags find their way into student politics they should be exposed and disposed of, but it's more likely, given a vigilant rank-and-file, that they wouldn't get that far anyway.


As far as NZUSA officers are concerned, students should feel free to approach us if they think we can help them OR even if they just want to know what we're doing. After all students provide the funds to run NZUSA and are collectively represented by it. If we couldn't at least be friendly and approachable, we ought to be down the road.



(
Last week s interview with John Blincoe contained a number of transcription inaccuracies. The most important of these have however, been clarified or corrected in this week's column. - Ed).


The silly season has come around again for Annual General Meetings. The Victoria AGM will be held this Wednesday, March 31st and no doubt people are approaching it with the same enthusiasm that one would approach a dose of measles. Nevertheless, the AGM is important because it not only gives an opportunity to see where all the money has gone in the last year but also to raise issues and make policy. Despite their boring natures, AGMs do attract a lot of attention.


One issue to be raised at this year's AGM is the proposed tour of South Africa. There are always those who say that to debate such issues is a waste of time and has no place in student affairs. That, to my mind, is a narrow view. It assumes that somehow students are not part of the real world and don't need to have opinions on what is going on outside the university. It is important that students do have opinions on what happens outside this narrow cloistered little backwater, and the South African issue is something that will require people to make their opinions be heard.




[image: Photo of NZUSA President John Blincoe]


It is to be hoped that students will support the anti tour campaign, and give their support to the NZUSA campaign. Certainly the voting at the recent referendum at Massey was surprising, although anyone who has read the motions put forward will see that the question did not revolve around the principles of the tour going to South Africa, but whether active support should have been given to the anti tour campaign. This is my view invited a negative response from what is historicaly a conservative campus.


Other things happening around the country in our fellow consituent are the continuing campaign to pillory Don Carson, the NZUSA International Vice President, for his actions at the Asian Students Association meeting in Thailand last year. Although Carson narrowly survived a no confidence motion here at Victoria over the expulsion of the National Union of Israeli Students from ASA, he was not lucky at Canterbury where the AGM there decided to say that NZUSA should not remain a member of ASA until NUIS was readmitted. There were further motions which condemned the expulsion of NUIS and it would seem that students have shown that they are willing to assert themselves and hold national officers responsible for what they do in the name of New Zealand students. The real test will be in Auckland this week when the issue comes up for debate at their AGM, and where there is a reasonably strong pro-Israel lobby. It would seem that if Don Carson and the 1975 NZUSA national executive decision goes down there then we are set for a repeat of the debate on the Middle Fast similar to the ones held m 1974.


This can only be desirable and hopefully will result in NZUSA having a clear and definitive policy on the Middle Last.



— Gyles Beckford



Gymnasium


Starting this week at the Gymnasium.


Monday 1-2 Ballroom Dancing for beginners.


Friday 1-2 Ballroom Dancing for beginners


Thursday 5-6 Mixed Fitness Class.


There are also extra yoga classes and beginners are welcome:


Monday 2-3


Friday 9-10





VUW Music Society

Evening Concert


Wednesday March 31, 8pm in the Music Room.


Guest Artist: Hugh McMillan (piano) playing works by Farquhar - Lilburn.


also student performers playing music for oboe, guitar, etc.


Wine and Cheese. Members 30c Non members - 50c.





Oppose Apartheid - Stop the Tour
.

2nd Wellington meeting on Oppose Apartheid Stop The Tour Movement' (incorporation 
Hart, Care and other anti-apartheid groups).


At. Trades Hall, Vivian Street.


Time: 2p.m.


Date. Sunday, 4th April.



To Plan Anti Tour Activities





Hang-Gliding Club


AGM - Wine and Cheese. Wednesday


31 March, 7.30pm. Smoking Room.





Apology


We wish to apologise to Ecology Action organisers for mistakenly alleging they lost interest in attending their own AGM. A mixup in the bookings at Studass office caused confusion as to the actual date of their AGM.
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Where else but 
Salient do people run about at the early hour of 11.30am as if the world was going to end in only six hours time.


'Slack' Mac of 'I the undersigned wish the Rangatira service from Lyttleton to be retained as a public necessity for the South Island' fame, could only deduce that this was a student's normal state. Failing to adequately converse with John Ryall, who occasionally acts as the editor. Mac deliberated upon the woes of mankind's future and left the office.


He was immediately followed by the technical non-editor person of Mike Stephens pursuing a Victorian box. David Murray who takes great delight in the position of reviews editor suddenly (after twenty minutes) asked Where's Mac?'. Rachel Scott said Who's Mac?' A brief scuffle ensued with Rose Desmond. Susan Arndt, Chris Wilson. Leigh Thompson, Gary (the much maligned) Henderson, John (the more maligned) Henderson and Mike Freman and Barbara McElwee was seen riding away from the melee on a big black dog.


Derek Fikkers and Anne Elborn, meanwhile had their own little scrap with the former coming out on top. Robert Lithgow, Les Gandar, Mao, Patrick Mulrennan, and Big Lenny can be seen hanging on the wall disguised as a Fat Furry Freak Brothers cartoon. Warwyck Dewe, David Tripe and John Blincoe are all names that people like to drop sometimes, but Gerard Van Bohemen prefers distribution.


Lindy Cassidy and Leonie Morris (the two elles) think that Gandar is a type of goose. There is absolutely no truth in rumour Anthony Ward. The real truth is in fact James Robb. Judity Ting, Bernard Randall. Helen Croft, Lionel Klee (who took many of the photos). Lynn Peck, Philip Tree, the Queen Mother, (but not necessarily in that order).


Alison Bartlett (representative of the working classes) suddenly appeard and whoed how it is done, much to the surprise of Pat Bartle, who immediately typeset Men do not hate women' (but seems to remain unconvinced), and Patsy Phelps, (got her name in at last).



Salient apologises for Gyles Beckford's name not appearing in these notes, but it should teach him for once and all that if he comes into this office he must do some work and not march around making parrot noise and pretending he is writing his president's column when in fact all he is doing is wasting the bleeding workers' time. This does not mean that we don't like that snivelling greaser Beckford, it's just that were sich of hiw low-down, dirty, canniving, two-timing, cretinous manner. So there!





Cultural Clubs Reaffiliation and Grant Application.



These have to be in by April 15 (Easter Thursday). Any diffilculties please contact: Anne Dwyer, Cultural Affaire officer.
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by Salient sleuths Anthony Ward and John Ryall
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Students marching last year for the Standard Tertiary Bursary. Will we have to take to the streets again?




Students who have been sucking the end of an oily rag waiting for their first bursary instalment, had better find something a bit more nutritious - there will probably be no payouts until the second term.


The National Government, elected to power in November on the promise of annual increases in bursaries and continued payouts for the A and B supplementary allowances, have renegged again.


The University administration have their hands tied. Last Monday's University Council meeting ordered the Vice-Chancellor. Danny Taylor, to write to the Minister of Education. Les Gandar (see front cover), expressing concern that it may not have either the legal right or the funds to pay out the first instalment of the standard tertiary bursary in April.


The introduction of the standard tertiary bursary was announced in last year's Labour budget, after students took to the streets in all the university centres to demand a 'decent living wage'. Although they didn't get all they demanded, there was general satisfaction with the new bursary system.






Mass of Regulations


However, any bursary system requires a vast number of regulations, restrictions, and this one was no exception. So, after the politicians made their decision, the Education Department and the University Grants Committee got down to work.


The University Grants Committee had drafted the regulations for universities by October last year and they hit the campuses on November 11 (i.e. 4 months ago).


The UGC then made the fatal (but necessary) step of giving its ideas to the Department of Education. This department, long considered one of the most morbund of Government agencies, has a disgustingly long record of mucking around on the standard tertiary bursary. The delay on these regulations confirmed that reputation.


All the department had to do was to draft a final copy of the bursary regulations, which had to be approved by Cabinet before being 'gazetted'. Until the gazette notice appears, the new regulations do not legally exist.


As with many other things, this situation was complicated by the election of the National Government on 29 November. From statements made before the election, it was fairly clear the National Party didn't have the first idea what was going on in bursaries. Now it is doubtful they would recognise a first idea if they came across one.


No draft regulations have yet been approved by Cabinet. National promised the implementation of Labour's standard tertiary bursary with two changes:



	a)
	retaining the existing level of student teacher allowances (a promise they have already broken, as many student teachers did not get the recent general wage order)


	b)
	reinstating the A and B bursaries which Labour had proposed changing.








NZUSA Negotiates


But so far, despite the repeated requests from NZUSA, no action has been taken. At a meeting with the Minister of Education and the Director-General of Education (Mr Renwick) on 16 March, NZUSA officers again asked when the teriary bursary regulations would be promulgated.


Mr Renwick told NZUSA that promulgating the regulations would be given high priority, but that because of the bottleneck of work in the Education Department and their lack of legal drafting staff, he could not promise anything soon. Mr Renwick pointed out however that the Department would face legal problems in paying students bursaries if the regulations had not come out before the first payment date. He said that in that case it may be necessary for the Department to get authority from the Auditor-General to make payments despite the lack of legal regulations.


NZUSA President, John Blincoe, told Salient that the regulations had certainly not yet been finalised because Mr Renwick had promised to send NZUSA the final draft of the regulations so that any bugs could be ironed out before they were promulgated. NZUSA was still waiting to receive the final draft.


John said he sympathised with the position of the VUW Council and other university councils found themselves in. If students were not paid in time the blame should be laid squarely at the door of the Education Department.






Confusion Rife Among Students


But students may be too confused to worry. Vic.


(and other universities) put out a guide to the Standard Tertiary Bursary. This was prepared before the election and consequently had outdated information on 
A' and 
B' bursaries, which may well have confused many students.


Even worse than this was to come, again through no fault of the University. The Education Department changed its position on fees bursaries half way through enrolment They then produced 'Notes for Bursary Applicants'. This arrived at Victoria on 3 March, after everyone had finished enrolling, and there's still no indication that it is correct in every detail.


The same goes for the Government. Les Gandar, has made various mumblings which are various respects contradictory. He told the Vice Chancellors' Committee on 8 January that the new bursary would be substantially the same but a review was going on. On 21 January - a press statement, in which there was no mention of this review. If the same regulations are being used why are they taking so long to come out? Present rumours suggest anything between 3 and 6 months before something legal happens.


The most ominous cloud on the horizon is the prize Muldoon is offering to the Minister who can cut down his Department's expenditure the most. With a barrage of 'sharing the burden' and 'tightening everyone's belt' in May there's a possibility the Standard Tertiary Bursary, or significant parts of it (eg the 'A' and 'B' bursaries) could be abolished, despite repeated promises to the contrary.


The university is caught in the middle. To pay out bursaries the university needs money and legal authority. At the moment is has neither.






Registry has Problems


It also has serious problems in working out the new system of bursaries. As Deputy-Registrar Robin Gilliver told 
Salient, it usually takes a full year to get used to new regulations and the university has very few staff members (three at the moment) who are conversant enough with the new regulations to be able to process the huge increase in bursary applications. 'Usually we have 2500 applying for bursaries, but this year the number has leapt to 4000'.


Even though Bursaries Officer Virginia Stevenson (having been fished out from beneath a pile of papers) told 
Salient she hoped to have worked out what people were entitled to by the end of April, it seems that short of an incredible amount of overtime, there is very little prospect of having bursary payments ready by this date. (And this is presuming that all the other problems are cleared up meantime).


The implications of this situation are not hard to work out. Students have started their studies budgeting so much for the year, confident they would get bursary help at the end of the first term. This is now illusionary, and the hardest hit will be those students at hostels who need the STB for thier high board payments. All are going to suffer.


What can be done? Attacking the university will do very little, only delay the processing of bursary claims. Individually, students can try to get loans off the banks offering such facilities, or perhaps borrow money off parents or relatives. But that's not getting us very far. Collectively we can perhaps convince Gandar we're really annoyed with the way he's been doing nothing.



If you are facing problems over finance during the next few weeks, please see one of the following:





Lindy Cassidy
 
(Education officer)


Gyles Beckford
 
(President)


Anthony Ward
 
(SRC Coordinator)

VUWSA - ph 738-566


Mike Shasky
 
(Education Vice-President)

NZUSA - ph 856-669
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Students who have been sucking the end of an oily rag waiting for their first bursary instalment, had better find something a bit more nutritious - there will probably be no payouts until the second term.


The National Government, elected to power in November on the promise of annual increases in bursaries and continued payouts for the A and B supplementary allowances, have renegged again.


The University administration have their hands tied. Last Monday's University Council meeting ordered the Vice-Chancellor. Danny Taylor, to write to the Minister of Education. Les Gandar (see front cover), expressing concern that it may not have either the legal right or the funds to pay out the first instalment of the standard tertiary bursary in April.


The introduction of the standard tertiary bursary was announced in last year's Labour budget, after students took to the streets in all the university centres to demand a 'decent living wage'. Although they didn't get all they demanded, there was general satisfaction with the new bursary system.
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However, any bursary system requires a vast number of regulations, restrictions, and this one was no exception. So, after the politicians made their decision, the Education Department and the University Grants Committee got down to work.


The University Grants Committee had drafted the regulations for universities by October last year and they hit the campuses on November 11 (i.e. 4 months ago).


The UGC then made the fatal (but necessary) step of giving its ideas to the Department of Education. This department, long considered one of the most morbund of Government agencies, has a disgustingly long record of mucking around on the standard tertiary bursary. The delay on these regulations confirmed that reputation.


All the department had to do was to draft a final copy of the bursary regulations, which had to be approved by Cabinet before being 'gazetted'. Until the gazette notice appears, the new regulations do not legally exist.


As with many other things, this situation was complicated by the election of the National Government on 29 November. From statements made before the election, it was fairly clear the National Party didn't have the first idea what was going on in bursaries. Now it is doubtful they would recognise a first idea if they came across one.


No draft regulations have yet been approved by Cabinet. National promised the implementation of Labour's standard tertiary bursary with two changes:



	a)
	retaining the existing level of student teacher allowances (a promise they have already broken, as many student teachers did not get the recent general wage order)


	b)
	reinstating the A and B bursaries which Labour had proposed changing.
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But so far, despite the repeated requests from NZUSA, no action has been taken. At a meeting with the Minister of Education and the Director-General of Education (Mr Renwick) on 16 March, NZUSA officers again asked when the teriary bursary regulations would be promulgated.


Mr Renwick told NZUSA that promulgating the regulations would be given high priority, but that because of the bottleneck of work in the Education Department and their lack of legal drafting staff, he could not promise anything soon. Mr Renwick pointed out however that the Department would face legal problems in paying students bursaries if the regulations had not come out before the first payment date. He said that in that case it may be necessary for the Department to get authority from the Auditor-General to make payments despite the lack of legal regulations.


NZUSA President, John Blincoe, told Salient that the regulations had certainly not yet been finalised because Mr Renwick had promised to send NZUSA the final draft of the regulations so that any bugs could be ironed out before they were promulgated. NZUSA was still waiting to receive the final draft.


John said he sympathised with the position of the VUW Council and other university councils found themselves in. If students were not paid in time the blame should be laid squarely at the door of the Education Department.
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But students may be too confused to worry. Vic.


(and other universities) put out a guide to the Standard Tertiary Bursary. This was prepared before the election and consequently had outdated information on 
A' and 
B' bursaries, which may well have confused many students.


Even worse than this was to come, again through no fault of the University. The Education Department changed its position on fees bursaries half way through enrolment They then produced 'Notes for Bursary Applicants'. This arrived at Victoria on 3 March, after everyone had finished enrolling, and there's still no indication that it is correct in every detail.


The same goes for the Government. Les Gandar, has made various mumblings which are various respects contradictory. He told the Vice Chancellors' Committee on 8 January that the new bursary would be substantially the same but a review was going on. On 21 January - a press statement, in which there was no mention of this review. If the same regulations are being used why are they taking so long to come out? Present rumours suggest anything between 3 and 6 months before something legal happens.


The most ominous cloud on the horizon is the prize Muldoon is offering to the Minister who can cut down his Department's expenditure the most. With a barrage of 'sharing the burden' and 'tightening everyone's belt' in May there's a possibility the Standard Tertiary Bursary, or significant parts of it (eg the 'A' and 'B' bursaries) could be abolished, despite repeated promises to the contrary.


The university is caught in the middle. To pay out bursaries the university needs money and legal authority. At the moment is has neither.
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It also has serious problems in working out the new system of bursaries. As Deputy-Registrar Robin Gilliver told 
Salient, it usually takes a full year to get used to new regulations and the university has very few staff members (three at the moment) who are conversant enough with the new regulations to be able to process the huge increase in bursary applications. 'Usually we have 2500 applying for bursaries, but this year the number has leapt to 4000'.


Even though Bursaries Officer Virginia Stevenson (having been fished out from beneath a pile of papers) told 
Salient she hoped to have worked out what people were entitled to by the end of April, it seems that short of an incredible amount of overtime, there is very little prospect of having bursary payments ready by this date. (And this is presuming that all the other problems are cleared up meantime).


The implications of this situation are not hard to work out. Students have started their studies budgeting so much for the year, confident they would get bursary help at the end of the first term. This is now illusionary, and the hardest hit will be those students at hostels who need the STB for thier high board payments. All are going to suffer.


What can be done? Attacking the university will do very little, only delay the processing of bursary claims. Individually, students can try to get loans off the banks offering such facilities, or perhaps borrow money off parents or relatives. But that's not getting us very far. Collectively we can perhaps convince Gandar we're really annoyed with the way he's been doing nothing.



If you are facing problems over finance during the next few weeks, please see one of the following:
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(President)
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John Ryall at the Executive





The Executive last Monday thwarted an attempt by the Mount Street Moonist sect from setting up a club on campus.


The Club was to be called the New Zealand Collegate Association for the Research of Principles. According to two spokesmen for the group, who attended the meeting, the club would try and promote 'a higher standard of values' seemingly through attacking 'materialistic antidemocratic' (ie Marxist-Leninist) doctrines, and through mass mobilisations to clean up the cafetaria and clean slogans off the university walls.


Association secretary Peter Aagaard led the attack on the club's affiliation, suggesting that its aims were very unclear and he felt that unless they were clarified they might be in contradiction with the Association's aims.


I can't seem to grasp just what this club intends to do. How is it really going to help students on campus?' puzzled a frowning Aagaard.


But the Moonists fought on, outlining seminars they would hold on 'ideology' and tours they would arrange around the Wellington Police Department.






Moonists Go Down


Thier fight was, however, in vain. Their application was dismissed 6-3 although they were invited to return in a fortnight to present their case again.


With the Moonists out the door, much of the meeting's excitement vanished, and it was back to deciding whether the Association office should have a new gestetener, gestafax and/or cash register.


Half-way through a discussion on whether or not Executive should hire a cash register, Peter Aagaard suddenly moved that the meeting should into closed committee. When questioned why, Peter said that he didn't want to say, but that everyone should trust him.


Apparently everyone was under the illusion that it had something to do with the cash register. But not so, the Exec, went on to discuss the appointment of the new office manager, and the salary which she should be appointed at. Another example of cloak and dagger, for which this year's Executive is becoming quite well known.






Reports Spelt Out


By the time I was allowed back into the board room, the meeting had moved on to reports from Executive members, but it is so often buried amongst the hundreds of administrative hassles that proceed it.


Vice-President Steve Underwood gave a summary of the last University Council meeting and the presentation of the University budget. He also reported that $48.50 (one weeks takings from SASRAC) was missing from the Association's safe (I don't know if this means the university needed our $48.50 to balance their budget, or not.)


Cultural Affairs Officer Anne Dwyer reported that the profit made by Student Arts Council on Orientation activities was 'beyond expectations'. She also said that there would be two films shown during Capping Week, featuring the Doobie Brothers and Rick Wakeman.


Accomodation Officer Scott Wilson was next up, presenting a list of items demanded by student tenants at Stuart Williamson Hostel (such as spoons, plates, wire buckets etc) which the Association had to supply. He also reported that he, in conjunction with NZUSA General Vice-President David Tripe, was still negotiating with the Public Trust over the leasing of more flats for the Students' Association.






A Dose of Henderson


Publication Officer John Henderson brought a dose of humour to the meeting with an announcement that the Executive would have to do without him (politically) for a while as he was now working fulltime downtown. However, he said he would easily be able to fulfil his administrative functions.


Films Controller, SRC Co-ordinator, and general odd-job man Anthony Ward, reported the the film Circuit was running so well financially that he thought 15 more films should be booked. So, with Tony rubbing his hands over his approved films-booking junket to Auckland, Gyles finished the meeting with a quick skip over the hundreds of things he seems to have done in the past fortnight.


I looked around for Peter Thrush to present the sports report, but he was absent. So rather than wait around for the postmeeting jokes session, I wound my weary way home.
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S.R.C. Report



By Salient's much-maligned SRC reporter Gary Henderson.






The Goodall Affair once more occupied most of the time at last week's Student Representative Council Meeting.




And the mover of the motion to dismiss the office manager, Steve Underwood, found that the bitterness of the students has not disappeared. During the course of the meeting he stood for two positions, and both times he was hissed and booed before being rejected in the ballot.


Association secretary, Peter Aagaard touched a nerve when he announced that the Executive had unanimously appointed present Studass Office worker Penny Booth as Office Manager, on a salary 'comparable to the starting salary of the last Office Manager'. He declined to say exactly what the salary was, saying instead that we should stop bandying the matter of salary around, instead let it remain confidential.


When he was asked why we shouldn't know, since we were all employers too, he just assured us that the SRC directive had been followed, and he was not prepared to disclose the exact figure.


Robert Lithgow appeared and said that it's easy enough to work out anyone's salary from the minimum wage scale, and our bursaries are public knowledge, so why all the secrecy? Peter adamantly refused to give any figures, saying it was fixed on the University scale and would be reviewed after six months. Since he was in the Chair in President Beck ford's absence, the meeting moved on.






Lithgow and Belich on Rights


What it moved on to was a motion by Angela Belich and Robert Lithgow about forming a three person commitee to draw up a bill of rights for Association employees. Robert spoke first, saying that the motion had already been passed at the SGM - what he wanted now was to actually carry it out


Something has to be done within the Students' Association to avoid the repetition of what he referred ro as 'grave misjudgements in the immediate past.' He wanted the motion to be interpreted as broadly as possible by the commitee, to make sure everything is covered. He also said that it applied to all Association employees (e.g. electricians, Salient typesetter) not just the office workers.


As for who would be on the committee, he first suggested himself, since he had started it all off and wanted to see it through. Then there was Graeme Collins, an ex-president of the Association and a life member, whose experience and interest qualified him in Robert's opinion. He also suggested members of unions, but no specific union yet, since the bill of rights applied to all Association employees.


The committee would have the power to co-opt as many extra people as it liked, but Robert didn't want any Exec, members on it since it was 'they that made this committee necessary.'






Freedman Sides with Exec.


Then Mike Freedman stuck up for the Exec, saying it was ridiculous to cut them out, since they are going to have to carry out whatever the committee decides. They have some experience, even if we don't agree with some of their past actions, and should be allowed to have a say.


Further nominations for the committee were Kevin Swann Stephen Underwood, one nominee of the Association office workers and Sir Thomas Skinner! Kevin Swann said he was a job representative in Australia for a year and had been granted special admission to Vic. He thought his experience qualified him for the committee.


Graeme Collins said he didn't know why he wanted to be on the committee, but he thought he should because of its importance and because of his concern for it. Steve Underwood said exec, should be represented because of experience, and to provide a different viewpoint. Sir Thomas was not available to speak. A vote was finally taken, and Robert Lithgow, Graeme Collins, and Kevin Swann elected.


The next piece of business to struggle to the surface was another radical motion in which we find Tony efficient-in-the-extreme Ward and John Ryall attempting to get rid of most student reps.






Abolition the Answer


Tony said that a lot of university committees had student representatives who, he claimed, did nothing much and were always heavily outvoted on big issues anyway Many committees don't really need reps in the first place, since students can often get more effective action through other channels.
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As an example he quoted an obsequious (look it up) little institution known as the Boyd Wilson Field Allocation Committee. If students wanted action on any matter under their control, he said, it would be better to go through the Sports Officer than a student rep. There are 18 or 19 of these committees, and most of them are a waste of reps' time. The committees he thought reps should not withdraw from were Council, Union Management and Catering.


John Ryall backed him up with his own experience of wasting 2½ hours a month at an Arts Faculty meeting, when only every six months or so would anything worthwhile turn up on the agenda. He said we could rely on liberal staff members to present a students' point of view, and put people from SRC into something more useful. No-one really knows, or cares, what the reps are doing, and sometimes even the reps don't know what's happening.


Then Tom Duggan appeared from nowhere and said that every now and then something important comes up, like the assessment sub-committee in the Commerce Faculty. Some matters, he said, must have student representation, such as difficulty with subjects. Finishing with his traditional' ...and that's all I've got to say,' he disappeared again (who was that masked man?).


Following him, David Tripe, looking rather unconstitutional, declared his opposition to the motion which, he said, was a mere reflection on the work done by reps than on the student representative scheme 
[
gap —  
reason: illegible] its got 'stuck in' they can get things done. There are 
[
unclear: umerent] factions on the staff over issues, and 
[
unclear: si]
[
gap —  
reason: illegible] can support the factions whose view they 
[
unclear: suppo]
[
gap —  
reason: illegible] 
[
unclear: ded] by saying that maybe SRC should be more careful who it appoints.






Prosser Cites Lack of Interest


Then Rod Prosser emphasized the lack of interest in those positions. People stand for them unopposed, and the ordinary students often don't know they have reps and there is an Association to back them up.


Anne Dwyer then told us of the time she has wasted at Arts Faculty meetings. She and John Ryall were members of the assessment committee, which held one meeting while she was titling on exam, and another in the middle of the Christmas holidays when she was again unable to attend. At general meetings, she said, students are quite outnumbered by staff, and she often wonders just how much her opinions are worth. On the other hand students years ago fought for representation, so 
[
unclear: to] 
[
gap —  
reason: illegible] 
[
unclear: throw] it away now and then complain about 
[
unclear: decisic] 
[
gap —  
reason: illegible] as we inevitably would) would be stupid. Is it 
[
unclear: woi] giving up what little effect we have, at the risk of 
[
gap —  
reason: illegible] 
[
unclear: osing] what could be done?


To finish off, Tony Ward cited the Commerce Faculty Assessment sub-committee which has been sitting for a year and a half and done nothing. He also quoted several courses where good action had been taken without going via the rep. SRC would be really leading students if encouraged more of this. Reps are a waste of time. The motion was voted and lost, and sank out of sight again.






Randall and Underwood Beaten


Now it was the turn of 'Item 6' to prise its way into the rapidly fogging minds of those still present. This was the election of 6 reps for the Union Management committee. Nominations were Peter Aagaard, who wanted to be the legal go between for the Union and the Association and Exec, Bernard Randall, who wanted facilities to be more accessible, Anne Dwyer, who as Cultural Affairs officer could represent the clubs. Kevin Swann, incumbent member who wants to continue and improve what we've got. Tony Briscoe, who thought he could represent student views better than it's being done at present; Steve Underwood, who knows the financial scene quite well, and thinks he would be of assistance at Council level. Robert spare-the-rod-etc. Lithgow, whose hobby horse' is discipline, and John Henderson, who was absent. Those elected were Peter Aagaard. Kevin Swann, Tony Briscoe, Robert Lithgow, John Henderson, and Anne Dwyer.


Next we had to elect a 4-person catering committee. The only three nominations were Rae Mazengarb, Tony Briscoe and Kevin Wright. Tony Ward who was in the chair at the time, moved that they be elected. Three or four people said 'aye' so they were. Enthusiasm was flagging fast as Ward tried to arouse interest in electing a Publications Board. John Ryall, 
Salient editor, briefly explained what the Board did and Rachel Scott. Derek Fikkers, Lionel Klee. Mike Freeman, Lindy Cassidy and Bob Drummond were elected (3 votes to 2, reputedly). Tony Ward then delivered the final death blow to the already unconscious meeting by declaring it closed.
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Then Mike Freedman stuck up for the Exec, saying it was ridiculous to cut them out, since they are going to have to carry out whatever the committee decides. They have some experience, even if we don't agree with some of their past actions, and should be allowed to have a say.


Further nominations for the committee were Kevin Swann Stephen Underwood, one nominee of the Association office workers and Sir Thomas Skinner! Kevin Swann said he was a job representative in Australia for a year and had been granted special admission to Vic. He thought his experience qualified him for the committee.
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Tony said that a lot of university committees had student representatives who, he claimed, did nothing much and were always heavily outvoted on big issues anyway Many committees don't really need reps in the first place, since students can often get more effective action through other channels.
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As an example he quoted an obsequious (look it up) little institution known as the Boyd Wilson Field Allocation Committee. If students wanted action on any matter under their control, he said, it would be better to go through the Sports Officer than a student rep. There are 18 or 19 of these committees, and most of them are a waste of reps' time. The committees he thought reps should not withdraw from were Council, Union Management and Catering.


John Ryall backed him up with his own experience of wasting 2½ hours a month at an Arts Faculty meeting, when only every six months or so would anything worthwhile turn up on the agenda. He said we could rely on liberal staff members to present a students' point of view, and put people from SRC into something more useful. No-one really knows, or cares, what the reps are doing, and sometimes even the reps don't know what's happening.


Then Tom Duggan appeared from nowhere and said that every now and then something important comes up, like the assessment sub-committee in the Commerce Faculty. Some matters, he said, must have student representation, such as difficulty with subjects. Finishing with his traditional' ...and that's all I've got to say,' he disappeared again (who was that masked man?).


Following him, David Tripe, looking rather unconstitutional, declared his opposition to the motion which, he said, was a mere reflection on the work done by reps than on the student representative scheme 
[
gap —  
reason: illegible] its got 'stuck in' they can get things done. There are 
[
unclear: umerent] factions on the staff over issues, and 
[
unclear: si]
[
gap —  
reason: illegible] can support the factions whose view they 
[
unclear: suppo]
[
gap —  
reason: illegible] 
[
unclear: ded] by saying that maybe SRC should be more careful who it appoints.
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Then Rod Prosser emphasized the lack of interest in those positions. People stand for them unopposed, and the ordinary students often don't know they have reps and there is an Association to back them up.


Anne Dwyer then told us of the time she has wasted at Arts Faculty meetings. She and John Ryall were members of the assessment committee, which held one meeting while she was titling on exam, and another in the middle of the Christmas holidays when she was again unable to attend. At general meetings, she said, students are quite outnumbered by staff, and she often wonders just how much her opinions are worth. On the other hand students years ago fought for representation, so 
[
unclear: to] 
[
gap —  
reason: illegible] 
[
unclear: throw] it away now and then complain about 
[
unclear: decisic] 
[
gap —  
reason: illegible] as we inevitably would) would be stupid. Is it 
[
unclear: woi] giving up what little effect we have, at the risk of 
[
gap —  
reason: illegible] 
[
unclear: osing] what could be done?


To finish off, Tony Ward cited the Commerce Faculty Assessment sub-committee which has been sitting for a year and a half and done nothing. He also quoted several courses where good action had been taken without going via the rep. SRC would be really leading students if encouraged more of this. Reps are a waste of time. The motion was voted and lost, and sank out of sight again.
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Now it was the turn of 'Item 6' to prise its way into the rapidly fogging minds of those still present. This was the election of 6 reps for the Union Management committee. Nominations were Peter Aagaard, who wanted to be the legal go between for the Union and the Association and Exec, Bernard Randall, who wanted facilities to be more accessible, Anne Dwyer, who as Cultural Affairs officer could represent the clubs. Kevin Swann, incumbent member who wants to continue and improve what we've got. Tony Briscoe, who thought he could represent student views better than it's being done at present; Steve Underwood, who knows the financial scene quite well, and thinks he would be of assistance at Council level. Robert spare-the-rod-etc. Lithgow, whose hobby horse' is discipline, and John Henderson, who was absent. Those elected were Peter Aagaard. Kevin Swann, Tony Briscoe, Robert Lithgow, John Henderson, and Anne Dwyer.


Next we had to elect a 4-person catering committee. The only three nominations were Rae Mazengarb, Tony Briscoe and Kevin Wright. Tony Ward who was in the chair at the time, moved that they be elected. Three or four people said 'aye' so they were. Enthusiasm was flagging fast as Ward tried to arouse interest in electing a Publications Board. John Ryall, 
Salient editor, briefly explained what the Board did and Rachel Scott. Derek Fikkers, Lionel Klee. Mike Freeman, Lindy Cassidy and Bob Drummond were elected (3 votes to 2, reputedly). Tony Ward then delivered the final death blow to the already unconscious meeting by declaring it closed.
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Off Campus off-shoots or; Life in Fairlie Terrace or; The University Creche.



The University Creche has been in existence sufficient time to justify historical notice and despite a certain lack of documentation it is possible to trace the development from a small co-operative to the present complex now accommodated in two houses in Fairlie Terrace.



1967: Movements towards starting a creche for the children of students were made some nine years ago. A co-operative group of nine families used the Kelburn Plunket rooms with parents taking turns at caring for one anothers children, and supplying their own equipment.



1968: During this year the creche did not operate as premises were not available we do not know if any parents managed to continue their studies but the concept of a University creche at Victoria stayed alive



1969: The co-operative, now catering for over 30 children, made it clearly apparent that there was a need for a creche. The children were temporarily established in the rugby gym in the Boyd-Wilson Pavilion. We understand the equipment used by the children was that originally supplied by the parents' co-operative.


The University then officially recognized the creche and granted it proper premises - 67 Fairlie Terrace was completely renovated to comply with childcare regulations.



1970: The Fairlie Terrace creche now had 50 student parents enrolled - supplying approximately 55 children. The University had also become financially involved and although parents have often had to negotiate with some determination, it would have to be agreed that over the year this involvement has been substantial.


The University supplied the buildings, paid for the renovations and some equipment Parents fees paid 2 part-time supervisors and the University paid for 1 assistant.



1971: The numbers of parents and children using the creche were 75 and 87 respectively. Numerically this was an impressive increase and movements in officialdom resulted in the creche being incorporated into the Student Welfare Services A creche Advisory Committee was also established - membership being drawn from the Creche Parents' Association, Students' Association and Student Welfare Services. Truly the creche had arrived.



1972: By now the University was paying the salary of a full-time supervisor, the salaries of 3 other staff and University students at peak-time were being paid from parents fees. These fees amounted to $14 per term for one child.



1973: During this year the Students' Association creche was established by a breakaway group who considered childcare should be free. The creche was opened in the memorial theatre of the Student Union building and was financed by Studass, who paid the Supervisor's salary and purchased equipment. Relations between the two creches remained generally amicable despite divided loyalties and costly duplication of equipment. In fact, some parents used both.


Possibly the unsuitability of premises, inflexibility of hours, together with stringent child welfare regulations resulted in the Studass creche's dissolution.


Nevertheless the movement did highlight the need for the expansion of premises at 67 Fairlie Terrace.




[image: Children at a creche]
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1974: This was the 'on again - off again' year of the appropriation of the house at 69 Fairlie Terrace. By the end of the year plans were finalised, work started and the Students Assoc, gave $500 for equipment.


Meanwhile, back at 67 Fairlie Terrace, finances were rocky. A display of desperate 'creche closing down' notices resulted in almost all parents donating $5 (or more) each; whilst 2 or 3 hardy parents rattled collection boxes on campus and raised approximately $200. Parents fees were also increased during the 3rd term.


An enjoyable working-bee and hilarious children's party also occurred, and parents passed exams.



1975: The creche now housed at 67 and 69 had become a set-up of substantial proportions involving about 85 parents and affiliated to the Students' Association as a club (receiving a club grant of $80). The University was paying approx. $ 10 000 (or 60%) of operating costs.



1976: As with many organisations - much of the above account revolves around 
Money, but there is obviously a great deal more to the creche (past, present and future) than finance and quibbles over who gives what With a roll of 133 children and a toehold on campus it is a worthy and recognisable entity.


Although perhaps seeming to be an outpost of the University complex it is a splendid example of co-operation between the Unviersity the creche parents and the Students' Association.
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This letter is another in the continuing debate on the goings-on in Sociology. We invite all members of the Sociology Department (both students and staff) to contribute to the debate. All letters will be published.












Dear Sir,




It was heartening to see Charles Crothers sword in one hand, shield in the other, defending the Sociology Dept, from a severe mortar attack of the Committee of Nine.


However, I do feel that Charles has missed the point. The Committee of Nine were concerned about the growing conservatism in the Department, the slow strangling of any debate that threatens the consensus' model of society, and the painful castration of those who attempt to offer an alternative approach. The result of all this is rows of mindless students being fed large helping of 'The Sociology of the Obvious!'.


An important step in the development of this trend was taken with the appointment of Prof Hill to the Department.


When the new position was created in the Department, the powers that be ignored at least one suitable applicant from within the Department, and set their sights on the overseas market, presumably to 'maintain international sociological standards'.


However, initial advertising for the position was minimal, and as a result, a great wealth of people, who are at present engaged in crucial debates on structuralism, Marxism, the role of the State, the role of Sociology in the State apparatus etc, remained untapped. Instead, the Department chose yet another expert on the Sociology of Religion - (these experts are incidently, almost as common as B.A.'s, though twice as expensive).


And so, while the Department moves quietly about the musty corridors of the consensus model, Victoria moves further and further away from any discussion and debate that could blow fresh air through the stale and stagnant Weberian/Parsonian approach. Once again, the question of Why does Sociology only describe, never Explain?' goes unanswered.


As far as the Committee of Nine's course evaluation table is concerned, I feel that Charles has, like so many of his colleagues, dived thirstily into the vat of empirical data, and has lost sight of the essential criticisms in the article. The results of the small survey were not intended to form the foundation of some law on popularity - they were to be used merely as an indicator. In rather typical fashion, Charles rushes off and dissects, injects and infects the material, and concludes that 
Salient and the Committee of Nine are dishonest in using such statistics.


Although he is correct in saying that such measurements are subjectively defined, is this not a criticism that can be levelled at Sociology in general? We have only to pick up any Sosc. Textbook and peel away the mountains of complex data, mathmatical symbols, obscure passages on methodology and theory, to find that it all rests on subjectivity - the subjectivity of the approach.


And if it is dishonest for 
Salient to publish such tables, then surely it is dishonest for the Sosc. Dept, to continue to teach a subject that is based on such subjective assumptions.


Which leads me to my last point. It is sad fact that only a small minority in the Sosc. Dept are capable, politically, to analyse clearly this dishonesty. Even worse the majority in the Dept, do not even see that such dishonesty exists. Those who attempt to bring forth this dishonesty are thrown out in the cold. The machine of conservatism deals very effectively with its critics. Hail the age of Conservatism.


— 
Sociology student.
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You — And the Importance of Sporting Contacts with South Africa


O
n the 19 of June the All Blacks are scheduled to leave on their South African tour.


We're just going to play football', they cry. If only it could be that simple.


The whole issue of contact between New Zealand and South Africa is complex, fraught with contradiction.


There are those who believe that it is possible to interact with others on a single level, with no reason or need to consider any other form of involvement. Many of the supporters of the tour are proponents of this argument. These people adopt another catch cry 'keep politics out of sport', maintaining that in the context of the rugby tour it is irrelevant to talk about apartheid and the political consequences which may or may not arise.


Another group rejects the idea that it is possible to maintain only one form of involvement but feels that contact on all levels can only be positive anyway. They believe that we set an example to South Africans - exhbit our multi-racial society at their doorstep, then they will see the error of their ways and throw apartheid out the same door.






First Argument Examined


Let us examine the first argument. Is it reasonable to suggest that you can interact with South Africans on the sports field and have no affect on them politically? I don t believe it is. Sport and politics are integral parts of society in both countries. In South Africa the politicians decide who shall play with whom, where they shall play and what they shall play, all according to race Only the whites can represent their country as Springboks.


Thus sport is politically controlled.


In New Zealand, the Government decides whether or not we will play with South Africa. The present National Government has decided that we will play - again a political decision.


New Zealanders have played with South Africans for years, and at no time has there been any doubt as to that country's (South Africa's) selection policies. The present Minister of Sport, Dr Koornhof, has said, 'In no circumstances will mixed sport be permitted in South Africa at club, provincial or national level. Mixed trials are superfluous and will not be held now or in the future'. That is plain enough. When playing with South Africa we have gone along with the political situation here.






Apartheid Dictation


Until 1967 we allowed apartheid politics to dictate our own selection policies. They said no Maoris and New Zealand agreed Even now a Maori is considered an honorary white in South Africa.


This suggests to me that South Africans must by now believe that New Zealand supports their political stand. Living in a country where the government regulates all aspects of life, they can be forgiven for believing that NZ's government is not similar. After all, the National Government in New Zealand supports contact with South Africa. If it did not approve of the situation why would it do that? How else would a South African think? What a vote of confidence for his policies.


The other mainstream of reasoning which supports continued contacts is, in reality closely connected to the first. People of this view openly admit the interaction of politics, and sport which the proponents of the first argument refuse to accept.






Require Own Solutions


Can the political effects of the situation be positive? Will South Africa follow our example? I think it very unlikely. They believe their situation is unique and requires its own solutions. The White South African does not have to see other societies to know his is different. He knows what New Zealand has and does not accept it.


If South Africa is to change it will have to be told so - you do not change someone by agreeing with him or by going along with his ways. The White South African must learn that only when he rejects Apartheid will people accept him, and only then will they play sport with him.


Think about it. Consider your own stand and try to reconcile continued sporting contacts with opposition to Apartheid. In my opinion it can't be done.


— 
Mike Freeman
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AGM Monday 5th April 8pm Lounge



The Food Co-op began operating last week, and needs members. For a $10 deposit payable at the Studass office your flat can order fruit and vegetables by the week at considerably reduced prices, and at the end of the year you get $8 back.


Of course, this being a cooperative you are also expected to do a little work as well. A roster of volunteer van drivers will be established, and your flat will be called upon one or twice a term to sort the orders.


We also need depots because at present we are only operating out of the garage below Student Health in Wai-te-ata Road. So if you have a spare garage or other available space (preferably near the road) and a little time on Thursday afternoons, let us know.


The procedure for ordering is simple: you just hand in a completed order form at the office by Wednesday 12 o'clock. On Thursday you collect your order at the depot around 2pm or between 4pm and 6pm. You then pay at the office. In filling out the form remember to use whatever name you joined under...






Annual General Meeting


In line with whichever constitution it is we have to be in line with we are holding an AGM next Monday at which tactical problems will be ironed out and the gracious offering of services will be accepted. Carrot juice and cabbage may be served.


As we are a co-operative there are no office-holders, but there is a committee if you want to help in any way or require more information contact one of the following:






	Tim Naylor, 26 Highbury Cres.

	758956





	Anne French, 44 Hay St.,Oriental Bay.

	848221





	Marg Casey, 71 Rolleston St. Newtown.

	844207





	Murray Efford, 6 Easdale St.,Wgtn. 1

	724448





	Deborah Ferguson, 66 Kelburn Parade.

	





	Simon Wilson, 7 Allenby Tec, Wgtn. 1

	722646





	John McBride, 27 Seaview Tec, Northland

	759704
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Students' Association fees may rise by as much as $10 if everyone is to be satisfied at Wednesday's Annual General Meeting.



The motion to be debated suggests a rise of $6 50. but if it is decided that more money needs to be poured into the building fund this could rise even further.


The current debate on fee rises is confusing. It was started on 8 October last year when a Special General Meeting passed a motion by Sports Officer, Kevin Wright, supporting a fee rise of 50c (to $31.00) enabling Sports Council to operate a special account similar to that administered by Publications Board.






Sports Want More


In the past Sports Council's grant had been determined by the Executive at the beginning of each year (as was the Cultural Affairs grant). But Sports Council didn't believe that they were getting enough money, and didn't want their finances to be determined by the whims of a particular Executive.


So they moved that future allocation of the Students' Association fee should be as follows (the previous allocation is in parenthesis):



	1.
	$7.50 ($9.00) to the Students' Assoc. General account.


	2.
	$10.25 ($8.00) to the Student Union Maintenance account.


	3.
	$8.00 ($8.00) to the Student Union Building Fund.


	4.
	$1.00 ($1.00) to the Studass Trust.


	5.
	$2.25 ($2.25) to be paid into a general account administered by the Publication's Board.


	6.
	$2.00 (Nil) to be paid into a general account to be administered by Sports Council.




Many students were annoyed with the somewhat 'cavalerish attitude' adopted by proponents of the motion to the reduction in the general account. Overall, this reduction amounted to $9000, which could however have been reduced by omitting the superfluous budgetting of $5000 (Sports Council Grant) and Easter and Winter Tournaments ($1600). Thus the net loss to the General Account would be $2500.






Where's the Money?


Where will the $2500 come from? Office salaries, superannuations, audit, and levies were all fixed. The answer, in the opinion of Association Secretary Peter Aagaard looks something like this:






	$600

	Donations to Pensioners' Association, Tenants' Protection Association, Vietnam Medical Aid Appeal etc.





	$700

	Stationery. This would allow agendas, minutes, and other vital material to be printed.





	$700

	Office expenses. This would cover repairs to the gestetener, typewriters, ribbons and stamps (if we had envelopes and paper).





	$300

	Orientation. No Orientation.





	$200

	Capping. With $200 from Capping we could even have a surplus of $100.





Peter Aagaard, John Henderson and Gyles Beckford tried to do something about this situation by calling another Special General Meeting on 16 October last year. That meeting passed a motion putting the Association fee up to $32.50 to be dished out in the following way:






	$9.75

	to the General Account





	$8.00

	to the Union Building Fund





	$10.25

	to the Union Maintenance Account





	$1.00

	to the Studass Trust.





	$2.00

	to the Publications Board Account





However, after consulting with the Association lawyers, it was decided that the second SGM was illegal because it was held out of term time and insufficient notice of the meeting had been given.






Council in on Act


Meanwhile, the University Council had decided that it didn't have time to sit around and work out which of the meetings was illegal, so it would only collect $30.50 (the 1975) fee). So, the Students' Association was even more in the Financial shit!


At the Annual General Meeting on Wednesday, the mess will be sorted out. The meeting will have to decide whether Sports Council is going to get their $2 per student and by how much we are to increase the studass fee to cover the money we didn't receive in 1976, the money we'll need to keep going in future years.




Be There 12 
Noon Wednesday in the Union Hall.
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Where will the $2500 come from? Office salaries, superannuations, audit, and levies were all fixed. The answer, in the opinion of Association Secretary Peter Aagaard looks something like this:






	$600

	Donations to Pensioners' Association, Tenants' Protection Association, Vietnam Medical Aid Appeal etc.





	$700

	Stationery. This would allow agendas, minutes, and other vital material to be printed.





	$700

	Office expenses. This would cover repairs to the gestetener, typewriters, ribbons and stamps (if we had envelopes and paper).





	$300

	Orientation. No Orientation.





	$200

	Capping. With $200 from Capping we could even have a surplus of $100.





Peter Aagaard, John Henderson and Gyles Beckford tried to do something about this situation by calling another Special General Meeting on 16 October last year. That meeting passed a motion putting the Association fee up to $32.50 to be dished out in the following way:






	$9.75

	to the General Account





	$8.00

	to the Union Building Fund





	$10.25

	to the Union Maintenance Account





	$1.00

	to the Studass Trust.





	$2.00

	to the Publications Board Account





However, after consulting with the Association lawyers, it was decided that the second SGM was illegal because it was held out of term time and insufficient notice of the meeting had been given.
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Council in on Act


Meanwhile, the University Council had decided that it didn't have time to sit around and work out which of the meetings was illegal, so it would only collect $30.50 (the 1975) fee). So, the Students' Association was even more in the Financial shit!


At the Annual General Meeting on Wednesday, the mess will be sorted out. The meeting will have to decide whether Sports Council is going to get their $2 per student and by how much we are to increase the studass fee to cover the money we didn't receive in 1976, the money we'll need to keep going in future years.




Be There 12 
Noon Wednesday in the Union Hall.
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Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Students' Newspaper. Volume Number 39, Issue 5. March 29 [1976]

Newsheet





Newsheet





Tuesday March 30


[image: Worked painting a wall on a ladder]


12-2pm 
Cable Car Forum - should this one of the few remaining hints of early Wellington be done away with? changed dramatically? burnt to the ground? or remain the same? Come and hear well known people speak about this 
Important form of transport Union Hall.


12-2pm 
Young Socialists AGM. Come along and find out who we are what are planning to do. Hear Tony Lane, National Secretary of the Young Socialists introduce a discussion on 'Socialism and Democracy'. Lounge.


5-7pm 
Scottish Country Dancing. Everyone is welcome to join in. Union Hall.


7.30pm 
Photosoc Tuition Evening in LB2 Learn how to develop and print.


8.00pm Bike Club Nite yet again. Meet in the Union Hall for a Night Run around the town ending up at a coffee establishment.







Wednesday March 31


12 noon VUWSA AGM. Are you going to put up with having your fees raised to $50? If you're not - don't miss the Students' Ass. AGM Union Hall.


2.15pm 
Union Films present Clint Eastwood as 
Dirty Harry. Takes up where the Good the Bad and the Ugly left off. Memorial Theatre.


1pm 
Labour Club Meeting. All welcome, especially first-years. TV Room.


7.00pm 
Snooker Club Easter Tournament Team Trials - all players of fairly good ability welcome. St. George Billiard Parlour.


7.30pm 
The International Club will hold a meeting here tonight. All welcome. Coffee room.


8.00pm 
Music Society Evening Concert. Guest Artist - Hugh McMillan (piano), Student performers music by Farquhar & Lilburn etc. Wine and Cheese. Members 30c, non-members 50c. Music Room.


8.00pm 
Concert - 1st of a series to be held regularly on the last Wednesday of the month. This month: Famous Mystery Pianist and Schumann - work for soprano - Rosalind Salas, piano - Evelyn King. Followed to wine and cheese, members 30c. non-members 50c. Can join MUSOC at the concert - fee $1 Music Room.


7.30pm AGM Wine and Cheese. Smoking Room.







Thursday April 1


12 noon 
The Rocky Horror Show', guerilla theatre and guest speakers expose Nelson Rockefeller, unelected vice-president of the U.S. of A. whose family's business owns 20% of that "land of opportunity" and a sizeable chunk of Godzone. Come and see how. 
Union Hall


5.05pm 
Mass followed by tea. Come along and join in this celebration. A correction on last weeks notice. Ken Comber is speaking this week, he was unable to make it on the 25th. Everbody welcome, be prepared with questions. Ramsey House.







Friday April 2


11.30-1.30pm 
Young Socialists Literature Table. Main Foyer.


12 noon 
Action Against Rockefeller Demonstration outside state luncheon. Parliament Grounds.


8-12pm 
Cabaret - 
Te Reo Maori. Tickets are available for this grand function to start the year off with that alcoholic kick. Price $6 single will entitle you to entry, dancing - to the great band of The Satelites', food and refreshment. If you want tickets please ring 766-675 ask for Cathy or Rawiri.


Union Hall.


2pm 
Young Socialists Weekly Meeting. 76 Dixon Street, city.




Advance Notice


Union films Thursday 8 April, the much acclaimed, Sunday Bloody Sunday. See modern film making at its best.













Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Students' Newspaper. Volume Number 39, Issue 5. March 29 [1976]

Tuesday March 30





Tuesday March 30


[image: Worked painting a wall on a ladder]


12-2pm 
Cable Car Forum - should this one of the few remaining hints of early Wellington be done away with? changed dramatically? burnt to the ground? or remain the same? Come and hear well known people speak about this 
Important form of transport Union Hall.


12-2pm 
Young Socialists AGM. Come along and find out who we are what are planning to do. Hear Tony Lane, National Secretary of the Young Socialists introduce a discussion on 'Socialism and Democracy'. Lounge.


5-7pm 
Scottish Country Dancing. Everyone is welcome to join in. Union Hall.


7.30pm 
Photosoc Tuition Evening in LB2 Learn how to develop and print.


8.00pm Bike Club Nite yet again. Meet in the Union Hall for a Night Run around the town ending up at a coffee establishment.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Students' Newspaper. Volume Number 39, Issue 5. March 29 [1976]

Wednesday March 31





Wednesday March 31


12 noon VUWSA AGM. Are you going to put up with having your fees raised to $50? If you're not - don't miss the Students' Ass. AGM Union Hall.


2.15pm 
Union Films present Clint Eastwood as 
Dirty Harry. Takes up where the Good the Bad and the Ugly left off. Memorial Theatre.


1pm 
Labour Club Meeting. All welcome, especially first-years. TV Room.


7.00pm 
Snooker Club Easter Tournament Team Trials - all players of fairly good ability welcome. St. George Billiard Parlour.


7.30pm 
The International Club will hold a meeting here tonight. All welcome. Coffee room.


8.00pm 
Music Society Evening Concert. Guest Artist - Hugh McMillan (piano), Student performers music by Farquhar & Lilburn etc. Wine and Cheese. Members 30c, non-members 50c. Music Room.


8.00pm 
Concert - 1st of a series to be held regularly on the last Wednesday of the month. This month: Famous Mystery Pianist and Schumann - work for soprano - Rosalind Salas, piano - Evelyn King. Followed to wine and cheese, members 30c. non-members 50c. Can join MUSOC at the concert - fee $1 Music Room.


7.30pm AGM Wine and Cheese. Smoking Room.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Students' Newspaper. Volume Number 39, Issue 5. March 29 [1976]

Thursday April 1





Thursday April 1


12 noon 
The Rocky Horror Show', guerilla theatre and guest speakers expose Nelson Rockefeller, unelected vice-president of the U.S. of A. whose family's business owns 20% of that "land of opportunity" and a sizeable chunk of Godzone. Come and see how. 
Union Hall


5.05pm 
Mass followed by tea. Come along and join in this celebration. A correction on last weeks notice. Ken Comber is speaking this week, he was unable to make it on the 25th. Everbody welcome, be prepared with questions. Ramsey House.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Students' Newspaper. Volume Number 39, Issue 5. March 29 [1976]

Friday April 2





Friday April 2


11.30-1.30pm 
Young Socialists Literature Table. Main Foyer.


12 noon 
Action Against Rockefeller Demonstration outside state luncheon. Parliament Grounds.


8-12pm 
Cabaret - 
Te Reo Maori. Tickets are available for this grand function to start the year off with that alcoholic kick. Price $6 single will entitle you to entry, dancing - to the great band of The Satelites', food and refreshment. If you want tickets please ring 766-675 ask for Cathy or Rawiri.


Union Hall.


2pm 
Young Socialists Weekly Meeting. 76 Dixon Street, city.




Advance Notice


Union films Thursday 8 April, the much acclaimed, Sunday Bloody Sunday. See modern film making at its best.











Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Students' Newspaper. Volume Number 39, Issue 5. March 29 [1976]

Action Against Rockefeller







Action Against Rockefeller





The Vice President of the United States, Nelson Rockefeller, visits New Zealand from April 1 to 3, and will be spending all that time in Wellington. Most people know him as the V.P., as a very rich man, and as a former Governor of New York. But there's much more to Rocky than meets the eye, as you find out.....



Nelson Rockefeller is one of a family which is probably responsible for more misery and death through-out the world than anyone else in history.


The Rockefellers control:


	20% of American banks (total value $65 billion)

	50% of American oil industry ($58 billion)

	23 huge billion dollar corporations in U.S.

	a large percentage of the corporations that rank among America's top 100 war profiteers (t he Rockefellers like wars, as they make a lot of loot out of them).

	20% of all U.S. industry.

	numerous churches, universities and cultural

	centres, plus their own personal mansions, hotels, farms, resorts, ranches etc.

	25% of all U.S. private investment in Africa, Asia and Latin America, where labour is cheaper, resources more plentiful and profits higher than anywhere else.




The Rockefellers and a few other wealthy families in the U.S. control the power of the American state machine. This is not hard to see when one has a look at a few positions within the U.S. government that are and have been held by Rockefeller family members and employees.




[image: Cartoon of man in an arm chair on the top of a makeshift pedestal made up of armaments and money bags]






All the Rockefeller Men


For example, of the U.S. Secretaries of State since 1945, two (Dean Acheson, John Foster Dulles) were Rockefeller lawyers and three (Dean Rusk, George Harron and Henry Kissinger) came from the Rockefeller Foundation. Kissinger in particular is a dose friend of the Rockefellers.


Nelson's brother, David is Chairman of the Board of the Council on Foreign Relations (C.F.R.). The purpose of the C.F.R. is to staff the U.S. Federal Government and to plan foreign policy. It is the most powerful political organisations in the world, the invisible government of the U.S.A. Ever since World War II, the C.F.R. has been planning the world's future economically, politically, militarily, completely. The C.F.R. not only runs the U.S. Government, but in many cases is the Government.


When a serious national crisis arises (such as the confrontation with the Soviet Union during the Cuban missile crises) it is not the elected representatives of the people who are called together, but the representatives of big business. The Congressional leaders and the people are told what the decisions are only after they are made.


Most American policy adventures since the second world war have been made with business interests in mind: when leftist governments threatened US business firms in Iran (1953), Guatemala (1954), 
Conga 
[sic] (1961), Brazil (1964), Indonesia (1965), Greece (1947, 1967), Cambodia (1970), Bolivia (1971) and Chile (1973), the CIA and US Government moved in to stop it The stories are very similar - a popular government being overthrown by a right wing (usually military) regime which soon builds up a disgusting reputation for torture and violence. And the firms move right back in to start making profits again.






The Case of Vietnam


And then, of course, there is Vietnam. A book by Alan S. Millar The Case of the People against Standard Oil" states: 'As early as 1959, the Rockefeller brothers called for American counter-insurgency warfare in Vietnam to make Vietnam safe for American investment and to squash the freedom and independence of the Vietnamese people.


'A Rockefeller company. Standard Vacuum Oil (now Esso Standard Oil Eastern Inc.) was the largest business in South Vietnam in 1960. Acheson, Dulles, Rusk and Kissinger, who all played such criminal roles in formulating the now defeated U.S. policy towards Vietnam, were all Rockefeller executives.


'At the time of the massive escalation of the U.S. war against Vietnam in September 1965, David Rockefeller and eleven of his closest associates in the Rockefeller and Standard Oil sphere of interests, were key people in placing a full-page advertisement in the New York Times supporting the Presidents war policies in Vietnam In July of that year, an official of the Rockefellers' Chase Manhattan Bank stated happily: 'I must say, though, that the U.S. actions in Vietnam this year have considerably reassured both Asian and Western investors.'"




[image: Cartoon of a man in a suit giving the peace sign]


But Rocky's plans are inevitably doomed to fail, he and others like him and the system they're struggling to maintain are doomed as the dinosaurs were. People can be pushed so far and then they fight back and defeat their oppressors, remove the blood-sucking parasites from off their backs and take control of their own destimes. The victories of the peoples of China, Korea and Vietnam mark successive stages in the decline of American imperialism.






Rocky's Visit to New Zealand


Rocky's visit to New Zealand is no social call. Earlier this year, we saw several American congressmen getting Muldoon to accept nuclear powered warships. The same happened in Aussie - we are now; even more dangerously in America's sphere of influence. Rocky will be here to further those ties, both military and economic. He is basically furthering the interests of US imperialism - US monopoly capitalism. These firms are only interested in making profits - not one bit in the well-being of the New Zealand people. They are being welcomed by the elite minority who control this country and have most to gain from the likes of Rockefeller.


If you're interested in finding out more about Rocky and his nasty habits, see books available from Resistance or Liberation Bookshops (Willis Street) and contact: Cafcinz, Box 665, Te Aro, or David Tripe. General Vice President, NZUSA.








[image: ROCKEFELLER FORUM Hear David Tripe, Rob Campbell and others speak about this remarkable man. Thursday 12 noon. Union Hall.]
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What did you do the War Daddy?






In Salient No 2 we published an article on the South African Security Organisation (
Boss) and how it works as the terrorist arm of Government in stifling opposition to white racist rule, through kidnapping, torture and the denial of basic civil rights.



The reaction of most students to the article was 'Isn't it terrible but it couldn't happen here.' This shows how ignorant we are of the similarities between our own society and that of South Africa, and how narrow the gap has been in the past (and could be in the very near future) between their system and ours, especially during crisis periods.



While digging around in the Salient files we chanced upon an article from Canta (1914) which describes life in New Zealand during one of those crisis periods: World War II. This is the first part, the second follows next week.





[image: SEMPLE: Arrest him for on. Who is he? SERGEANT: Fighting be worker's friend. SEMPLE: Oh! er — I see. Interest him. He haunts me.]
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New Zealand 's grand exploits during World War II are well known. Our servicemen fought with distinction in all the mam war zones, and the cost was high for a small country - 11,425 killed and 17,000 wounded plus prisoners-of-war.


At the outbreak of war. Labour Prime Minister Michael Joseph Savage put New Zealand at the service of Britain -



'Both with gratitude for the past and with confidence for the future we range ourselves without fear beside Britain. Where she goes we go; where she stands we stand.'



However, there are many episodes which are less well known and less creditable. There was the fatal machine-gunning of a large number of Japanese prisoners-of-war during the attempted mass escape from a Featherston P.O.W. camp. There were also the many instances when United States servicemen stationed in New Zealand were involved in racial clashes with Maori servicemen.


On the night of Saturday 3 April 1943, a group of Southern US servicemen refused to let some Maori servicemen drink in the Allied Services Club in Manners St (Wellington), taking of their Army service belts to emphasise the point. A brawl erupted and spread into the street, with US military policemen siding with the US servicemen, using their batons on their New Zealand opponents. The battle involved over 1000 US and NZ servicemen, plus several hundred civilians The Battle of Manners St (as it came to be known in popular myth) raged for four hours and by the time NZ police had restored order at least two US servicemen were killed and many injured.


There were two similar riots in Auckland about the same time, a later clash outside a Cuba Street cabaret (May 1945), and a further one between a small party of US servicemen and Maori civilians at Otaki in October 1943.


These riots were principally caused by the American servicemen's racist attitudes towards Maoris. But no results of any ensuing enquiries have ever been published and wartime censorship stopped any reference to the NZ-American riots in the local papers.



New Zealand had in fact a whole secret history during World War II. The strange irony is that a government that fought so fiercely overseas for freedom and against facism, also waged war on freedom and used facist methods at home.






Notorious Censorship Regulations


A pall of censorship was thrown over the whole country. The 1939 Publicity and Censorship Regulations were introduced under the framework of the notorious 1932 Public Safety Conservation Act.


The chief censor was J.T. Paul a right-wing Labour journalist/union secretary. One of his assistants was a former editor of the 'Dominion.' All mail was to be opened, read and stamped by the censor.


Wartime censorship can be justified on the grounds that 
[
unclear: utary] secrets mustn't be disclosed and the morale of the armed forces must be maintained. However, censorship in WWII was used as a further means to harass left-wing and anti-war groups and it was responsible for suppressing material for purely political reasons, rather than military or national ones.


The censor worked directly with PM Peter Fraser (who took over when Savage died in office in 1940) in early 1943 Fraser personally banned from the press (including the 'Police Journal') any reference to police discontent over pay.


In November 1943 J.T. Paul forbade publication of 'any statement or resolution containing direct or indirect reference' to the regulations preventing policemen or then wives doing outside work without the approval of the Commissioner of Police. In that same month Paul forbade 'any suggestions that only by striking or threatening to strike can persons or bodies of persons with legitimate grievances gain redress' - he said that such suggestions were prejudicial to public morale.


In December 1943 Paul decreed that information is not to be published relating to any act of any person if such act amounts to counselling or inciting of any person to commit an offence against the emergency regulations.'


This Orwellian order was attacked in an editorial of the Palmerston North Times' with the result that the editor/publisher was prosecuted and convicted in the Magistrate's Court but won on appeal to the Supreme Court.


Fraser complained to the British Government several times about the laxity of its wartime censorship. (The censorship regulations prohibited any reference to the fact that something had been censored, i.e. total secrecy.)






Underhand Conscription Battle


There were several areas in which the Labour Government systematically violated civil liberties. The first involved military mobilisation and the highly contentious issue of conscription.


Conscription was a particularly bitter and divisive issue amongst the Labour Government and Labour movement in general. Many of the Cabinet had been involved in the movement against conscription in WWI and had been gaoled for it - Peter Fraser, the Prime Minister, and Bob Semple, the Minister of Public Works, had been gaoled for sedition, Wally Nash. Minister of Finance (and later Prime Minister) had been gaoled for refusing to join up.


John A. Lee said in 'Simple on a Soapbox' - The Hon. Mark Fagan had smuggled conscription resisters in timber and coal vessels out of N.Z. into anti-conscription Australia. Tim Armstrong had gone to court to seek exemption for his sons from conscription and Paddy Webb had gone from Parliament to gaol when called in the ballot.'


In November 1915 the 'Maoriland Worker' quoted Bob Semple as saying "Conscription is the negation of human liberty. It means the destruction of every principle that is held sacred to the working class. It means the destruction of the democracy of the home. It is the blackest industrial hell.'


In February 1940 the Labour Party and FOL (headed by Angus McLagan and Fintan Patrick Walsh both former Communists, with McLagan destined for Cabinet rank) made a joint statement declaring There will be no conscription while Labour is in power.' Yet that very same month the Government established a manpower register based on Social Security returns.


A campaign against conscriptions was mounted, made up of pacifists, left-wing groups, unions, students and women's groups. But Fraser had made up his mind. By June 1940, 60,000 men had volunteered for the armed forces and the N.Z. Expeditionary Force was already in action in the Middle East. But Fraser wanted conscription. By that month he had secured the backing of both the Labour Party and FOL, and conscription regulations were gazetted in June and the first ballot was drawn in October. (Bob Semple drew the first marble).


Fraser told the FOL Conference 'We can have no consideration for any person who sets about manufacturing a conscience to suit the occasion.' (The anti-conscription forces within the Government had been greatly weakened by the expulsion of John A. Lee from the Labour Party, and accompanying resignations, including that of the Speaker of the House.)






Hit the Anti-Conscriptionists


The Government launched an all-out drive against the anti-conscriptionists. Particular attention was focussed on the Wellington Peace and Anti-Conscription Council (PAAC) which was made up of prominent



pacifists, Communists, unionists, academics and left-wing Labour men.


From the outbreak of war onwards Wellington police broke up anti-conscription meetings on the city streets and speakers invariably ended up being arrested. For example, in February 1940, Bill O'Reilly of the Communist Party of New Zealand (CPNZ) and well known Christian Pacifist, the Rev. Ormond Burton, were each sentenced to a month's hard labour after speaking at an anti-conscription meeting. The Mayor of Wellington personally declared that he would have this particular meeting stopped.


In March the Government forbade Labour Party members from taking part in the PAAC's national conference and threatened participating Party branches with disenfranchisement at the Party's annual conference, it also declared the PAAC to be a political party' and this its members couldn't attend the annual Labour Party conference.


In May police raided homes of the PAAC's executive in Wellington and New Plymouth police seized the books of the local Anti-Conscription League. Mail was held up by the censor while books and personal belongings were seized in the raids.


After conscription was introduced, police prevented any PAAC public meetings and the public service was purged of active anti-conscriptionists. The Labour Party likewise purged itself of anti-conscriptionists. For example the Rev Doug Martin was sacked as president of the Miramar Branch of the Labour Party because of his membership of the PAAC and was later sentenced to 12 months prison for a 'subversive' statement made on behalf of the PAAC.


The PAAC had its open air meetings broken up, hall owners were pressured into not hiring halls to them and printers were pressured into not printing for them; members were sacked from their jobs in the public service or private enterprise; homes were raided; some were arrested, tried, and gaoled.






Public Servants Fired


The Government reserved its worst brutality for two individual cases. Noel Counihan, the acting secretary of the PAAC was fired from the public service as was his wife - he was hunted by the police and in June 1940 he was arrested in Auckland, held in custody, and without publicity, charge or trial, deported back to his native Australia. His wife knew nothing of what happened to him until he contacted her from Sydney.


That same month Ken Bronson, a leading member of the PAAC was fired from the public service, arrested, held in custody, and without publicity, charge or trial, put on a boat travelling through the war zone back to his native England. After some quibbling his wife was allowed to travel with him - she was six months pregnant and there was no doctor on the boat. She lost the baby before reaching England.


A Wellington leaflet accused Fraser and Semple of murdering her baby. A man was gaoled for 12 months for 'subversion' as a result of this leaflet. N.Z. servicemen who fought Hitler's anti-semitism might ponder on Semple's description of Bronson - 'a dirty East London Jew.'


The whole conscription battle was waged again in 1949 when the same Fraser and Semple introduced peacetime conscription. The Labour Party itself was far from happy about the 1940 introduction of con scription, with the Morning side branch led by Jock Barnes, disaffiliating itself (Barnes later led the wharfies during the 1951 epic struggle).


New Zealand was far in advance of its Western allies in introducing conscription. Australia intro duced it for the S.W.Pacific area only and sent no conscripts there. Canada introduced it in August 1942 and sent no conscripts overseas until November 1944. South Africa and India didn't introduce it until after New Zealand.






Strikes and Lockouts Forbidden


The second main area of systematic violation of civil liberties was that of civilian mobilisation.


The 1939 Strike and Lockout Regulations forbade strikes and lockouts and any incitement to either of them. The 1939 Industrial Emergency Council Regulations set up a council representing employers and unions to advise the Minister of Labour (Paddy Webb) on any variations of hours of work or award conditions made necessary by the war.


The Minister of Labour was given power to suspend decisions of the Arbitration Court and even Acts of Parliament. All or part of most overtime rates were suspended - the workers being required to make a financial sacrifice not expected of company profits or rents.


Longer hours on ordinary pay were introduced, the limits on the annual total overtime hours worked by women in some essential industries were suspended, and limits on shift work and the number of apprentices were suspended. Acts were suspended so that workers had to work on statutory holidays, (eg Christmas Day) with no penal pay rates. The minimum working age was lowered and dropped altogether for farm work.


Most of New Zealand's industries were declared essential undertakings so that it became an offence punishable by law to be persistently absent or late, to lack diligence or care in one's job, or to decline to do work that was another's trade. The practical result of all this was a 54-hour week with no holiday, overtime or Sunday rates in the building construction trade, a 77-hour week in munition factories and an 84-hour week on the wharves.


Most of this was accepted as essential sacrifice for the war effort (some of these such as working on public holidays, were eased as the war progressed).


In 1941 the Arbitration Court refused an FOL application for a 7½% cost of living wage increase. The FOL objected strongly but Fraser prevailed. The FOL was won round to supporting the Government's strong stabilisation policy launched in late 1942, and its president, Angus McLagan, was made a Cabinet Minister that year (while still continuing to be president).


The workers had to sacrifice a lot during the war, and when it was over, Fraser and Nash refused to restore pre-war margins for skill lost during the war.






Laws Repress Workers


Straight out repression was also employed against the workers. A September 1940 Amendment to the Public Safety Regulations gave the Attorney -General (H.G.R. Mason) power to dismiss any employee from any job and to exclude any individual from any union or employers' organisation. This measure was used in February 1941 when a seaman was excluded from the union. That same month 3 wharfies were expelled from the wharves for the duration of the war and 2 more for life for refusing to load goods handled by scab labour (3 were later reinstated). This was also used for purely petty ends - a newspaper boy was fired for circulating a petition in his own time asking that his political prisoner father be released.


Strikes were dealt with harshly. In March 1942, 213 men at Auckland's Westfield freezing works were gaoled for striking, their union was deregistered, and Fraser called for volunteer labour. After a rehearing, most of the gaoled strikers were released and the freezing company paid costs plus a large sum in arrears of wages.' (It's worth remembering that Bob Semple, a former leader of the Red Feds, was gaoled during the 1913 industrial upheaval.


In September 1942 the Government threatened to prosecute strikers at Waikato s Pukemiro coalmine, so six other local mines struck in sympathy - 182 striking miners were sentenced to one month's gaol, the remaining 1300 refused to return to work. The Government then said it would nationalise these mines for the duration of the war so the miners voted to go back, and sentences on the 182 were suspended. Despite this Sid Holland, leader of the National Party and future Prime Minister, called the Government's action 'industrial appeasement and capitulation to the forces of lawlessness.' and he and his 5 Tory colleagues resigned from the War Cabinet.


In January 1942 industrial unrest broke out as a result of bad conditions for N.Z. Civilian Construction United workers building Nandi aerodrome in Fijji. N.Z. police among the workers arrested 3 job delegates and without charge or trial put them on a boat back to New Zealand The CPNZ's 'In Print' carried this story (leaving out details such as where the job was) and as a result the editor, famous poet R.A.K Mason faced 6 charges under the 1939 Censorship and Publicity Regulations. All the charges were dismissed, for lack of a prima facie case.
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[Introduction]






In Salient No 2 we published an article on the South African Security Organisation (
Boss) and how it works as the terrorist arm of Government in stifling opposition to white racist rule, through kidnapping, torture and the denial of basic civil rights.



The reaction of most students to the article was 'Isn't it terrible but it couldn't happen here.' This shows how ignorant we are of the similarities between our own society and that of South Africa, and how narrow the gap has been in the past (and could be in the very near future) between their system and ours, especially during crisis periods.



While digging around in the Salient files we chanced upon an article from Canta (1914) which describes life in New Zealand during one of those crisis periods: World War II. This is the first part, the second follows next week.





[image: SEMPLE: Arrest him for on. Who is he? SERGEANT: Fighting be worker's friend. SEMPLE: Oh! er — I see. Interest him. He haunts me.]




[image: Scene at Auckland office of CPNZ's People's Voice police raid (May, 1940) her banned, office weekend, timing gear confiscated.]



New Zealand 's grand exploits during World War II are well known. Our servicemen fought with distinction in all the mam war zones, and the cost was high for a small country - 11,425 killed and 17,000 wounded plus prisoners-of-war.


At the outbreak of war. Labour Prime Minister Michael Joseph Savage put New Zealand at the service of Britain -



'Both with gratitude for the past and with confidence for the future we range ourselves without fear beside Britain. Where she goes we go; where she stands we stand.'



However, there are many episodes which are less well known and less creditable. There was the fatal machine-gunning of a large number of Japanese prisoners-of-war during the attempted mass escape from a Featherston P.O.W. camp. There were also the many instances when United States servicemen stationed in New Zealand were involved in racial clashes with Maori servicemen.


On the night of Saturday 3 April 1943, a group of Southern US servicemen refused to let some Maori servicemen drink in the Allied Services Club in Manners St (Wellington), taking of their Army service belts to emphasise the point. A brawl erupted and spread into the street, with US military policemen siding with the US servicemen, using their batons on their New Zealand opponents. The battle involved over 1000 US and NZ servicemen, plus several hundred civilians The Battle of Manners St (as it came to be known in popular myth) raged for four hours and by the time NZ police had restored order at least two US servicemen were killed and many injured.


There were two similar riots in Auckland about the same time, a later clash outside a Cuba Street cabaret (May 1945), and a further one between a small party of US servicemen and Maori civilians at Otaki in October 1943.


These riots were principally caused by the American servicemen's racist attitudes towards Maoris. But no results of any ensuing enquiries have ever been published and wartime censorship stopped any reference to the NZ-American riots in the local papers.



New Zealand had in fact a whole secret history during World War II. The strange irony is that a government that fought so fiercely overseas for freedom and against facism, also waged war on freedom and used facist methods at home.
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Notorious Censorship Regulations


A pall of censorship was thrown over the whole country. The 1939 Publicity and Censorship Regulations were introduced under the framework of the notorious 1932 Public Safety Conservation Act.


The chief censor was J.T. Paul a right-wing Labour journalist/union secretary. One of his assistants was a former editor of the 'Dominion.' All mail was to be opened, read and stamped by the censor.


Wartime censorship can be justified on the grounds that 
[
unclear: utary] secrets mustn't be disclosed and the morale of the armed forces must be maintained. However, censorship in WWII was used as a further means to harass left-wing and anti-war groups and it was responsible for suppressing material for purely political reasons, rather than military or national ones.


The censor worked directly with PM Peter Fraser (who took over when Savage died in office in 1940) in early 1943 Fraser personally banned from the press (including the 'Police Journal') any reference to police discontent over pay.


In November 1943 J.T. Paul forbade publication of 'any statement or resolution containing direct or indirect reference' to the regulations preventing policemen or then wives doing outside work without the approval of the Commissioner of Police. In that same month Paul forbade 'any suggestions that only by striking or threatening to strike can persons or bodies of persons with legitimate grievances gain redress' - he said that such suggestions were prejudicial to public morale.


In December 1943 Paul decreed that information is not to be published relating to any act of any person if such act amounts to counselling or inciting of any person to commit an offence against the emergency regulations.'


This Orwellian order was attacked in an editorial of the Palmerston North Times' with the result that the editor/publisher was prosecuted and convicted in the Magistrate's Court but won on appeal to the Supreme Court.


Fraser complained to the British Government several times about the laxity of its wartime censorship. (The censorship regulations prohibited any reference to the fact that something had been censored, i.e. total secrecy.)
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Underhand Conscription Battle


There were several areas in which the Labour Government systematically violated civil liberties. The first involved military mobilisation and the highly contentious issue of conscription.


Conscription was a particularly bitter and divisive issue amongst the Labour Government and Labour movement in general. Many of the Cabinet had been involved in the movement against conscription in WWI and had been gaoled for it - Peter Fraser, the Prime Minister, and Bob Semple, the Minister of Public Works, had been gaoled for sedition, Wally Nash. Minister of Finance (and later Prime Minister) had been gaoled for refusing to join up.


John A. Lee said in 'Simple on a Soapbox' - The Hon. Mark Fagan had smuggled conscription resisters in timber and coal vessels out of N.Z. into anti-conscription Australia. Tim Armstrong had gone to court to seek exemption for his sons from conscription and Paddy Webb had gone from Parliament to gaol when called in the ballot.'


In November 1915 the 'Maoriland Worker' quoted Bob Semple as saying "Conscription is the negation of human liberty. It means the destruction of every principle that is held sacred to the working class. It means the destruction of the democracy of the home. It is the blackest industrial hell.'


In February 1940 the Labour Party and FOL (headed by Angus McLagan and Fintan Patrick Walsh both former Communists, with McLagan destined for Cabinet rank) made a joint statement declaring There will be no conscription while Labour is in power.' Yet that very same month the Government established a manpower register based on Social Security returns.


A campaign against conscriptions was mounted, made up of pacifists, left-wing groups, unions, students and women's groups. But Fraser had made up his mind. By June 1940, 60,000 men had volunteered for the armed forces and the N.Z. Expeditionary Force was already in action in the Middle East. But Fraser wanted conscription. By that month he had secured the backing of both the Labour Party and FOL, and conscription regulations were gazetted in June and the first ballot was drawn in October. (Bob Semple drew the first marble).


Fraser told the FOL Conference 'We can have no consideration for any person who sets about manufacturing a conscience to suit the occasion.' (The anti-conscription forces within the Government had been greatly weakened by the expulsion of John A. Lee from the Labour Party, and accompanying resignations, including that of the Speaker of the House.)
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Hit the Anti-Conscriptionists


The Government launched an all-out drive against the anti-conscriptionists. Particular attention was focussed on the Wellington Peace and Anti-Conscription Council (PAAC) which was made up of prominent



pacifists, Communists, unionists, academics and left-wing Labour men.


From the outbreak of war onwards Wellington police broke up anti-conscription meetings on the city streets and speakers invariably ended up being arrested. For example, in February 1940, Bill O'Reilly of the Communist Party of New Zealand (CPNZ) and well known Christian Pacifist, the Rev. Ormond Burton, were each sentenced to a month's hard labour after speaking at an anti-conscription meeting. The Mayor of Wellington personally declared that he would have this particular meeting stopped.


In March the Government forbade Labour Party members from taking part in the PAAC's national conference and threatened participating Party branches with disenfranchisement at the Party's annual conference, it also declared the PAAC to be a political party' and this its members couldn't attend the annual Labour Party conference.


In May police raided homes of the PAAC's executive in Wellington and New Plymouth police seized the books of the local Anti-Conscription League. Mail was held up by the censor while books and personal belongings were seized in the raids.


After conscription was introduced, police prevented any PAAC public meetings and the public service was purged of active anti-conscriptionists. The Labour Party likewise purged itself of anti-conscriptionists. For example the Rev Doug Martin was sacked as president of the Miramar Branch of the Labour Party because of his membership of the PAAC and was later sentenced to 12 months prison for a 'subversive' statement made on behalf of the PAAC.


The PAAC had its open air meetings broken up, hall owners were pressured into not hiring halls to them and printers were pressured into not printing for them; members were sacked from their jobs in the public service or private enterprise; homes were raided; some were arrested, tried, and gaoled.
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Public Servants Fired


The Government reserved its worst brutality for two individual cases. Noel Counihan, the acting secretary of the PAAC was fired from the public service as was his wife - he was hunted by the police and in June 1940 he was arrested in Auckland, held in custody, and without publicity, charge or trial, deported back to his native Australia. His wife knew nothing of what happened to him until he contacted her from Sydney.


That same month Ken Bronson, a leading member of the PAAC was fired from the public service, arrested, held in custody, and without publicity, charge or trial, put on a boat travelling through the war zone back to his native England. After some quibbling his wife was allowed to travel with him - she was six months pregnant and there was no doctor on the boat. She lost the baby before reaching England.


A Wellington leaflet accused Fraser and Semple of murdering her baby. A man was gaoled for 12 months for 'subversion' as a result of this leaflet. N.Z. servicemen who fought Hitler's anti-semitism might ponder on Semple's description of Bronson - 'a dirty East London Jew.'


The whole conscription battle was waged again in 1949 when the same Fraser and Semple introduced peacetime conscription. The Labour Party itself was far from happy about the 1940 introduction of con scription, with the Morning side branch led by Jock Barnes, disaffiliating itself (Barnes later led the wharfies during the 1951 epic struggle).


New Zealand was far in advance of its Western allies in introducing conscription. Australia intro duced it for the S.W.Pacific area only and sent no conscripts there. Canada introduced it in August 1942 and sent no conscripts overseas until November 1944. South Africa and India didn't introduce it until after New Zealand.
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Strikes and Lockouts Forbidden


The second main area of systematic violation of civil liberties was that of civilian mobilisation.


The 1939 Strike and Lockout Regulations forbade strikes and lockouts and any incitement to either of them. The 1939 Industrial Emergency Council Regulations set up a council representing employers and unions to advise the Minister of Labour (Paddy Webb) on any variations of hours of work or award conditions made necessary by the war.


The Minister of Labour was given power to suspend decisions of the Arbitration Court and even Acts of Parliament. All or part of most overtime rates were suspended - the workers being required to make a financial sacrifice not expected of company profits or rents.


Longer hours on ordinary pay were introduced, the limits on the annual total overtime hours worked by women in some essential industries were suspended, and limits on shift work and the number of apprentices were suspended. Acts were suspended so that workers had to work on statutory holidays, (eg Christmas Day) with no penal pay rates. The minimum working age was lowered and dropped altogether for farm work.


Most of New Zealand's industries were declared essential undertakings so that it became an offence punishable by law to be persistently absent or late, to lack diligence or care in one's job, or to decline to do work that was another's trade. The practical result of all this was a 54-hour week with no holiday, overtime or Sunday rates in the building construction trade, a 77-hour week in munition factories and an 84-hour week on the wharves.


Most of this was accepted as essential sacrifice for the war effort (some of these such as working on public holidays, were eased as the war progressed).


In 1941 the Arbitration Court refused an FOL application for a 7½% cost of living wage increase. The FOL objected strongly but Fraser prevailed. The FOL was won round to supporting the Government's strong stabilisation policy launched in late 1942, and its president, Angus McLagan, was made a Cabinet Minister that year (while still continuing to be president).


The workers had to sacrifice a lot during the war, and when it was over, Fraser and Nash refused to restore pre-war margins for skill lost during the war.
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Laws Repress Workers


Straight out repression was also employed against the workers. A September 1940 Amendment to the Public Safety Regulations gave the Attorney -General (H.G.R. Mason) power to dismiss any employee from any job and to exclude any individual from any union or employers' organisation. This measure was used in February 1941 when a seaman was excluded from the union. That same month 3 wharfies were expelled from the wharves for the duration of the war and 2 more for life for refusing to load goods handled by scab labour (3 were later reinstated). This was also used for purely petty ends - a newspaper boy was fired for circulating a petition in his own time asking that his political prisoner father be released.


Strikes were dealt with harshly. In March 1942, 213 men at Auckland's Westfield freezing works were gaoled for striking, their union was deregistered, and Fraser called for volunteer labour. After a rehearing, most of the gaoled strikers were released and the freezing company paid costs plus a large sum in arrears of wages.' (It's worth remembering that Bob Semple, a former leader of the Red Feds, was gaoled during the 1913 industrial upheaval.


In September 1942 the Government threatened to prosecute strikers at Waikato s Pukemiro coalmine, so six other local mines struck in sympathy - 182 striking miners were sentenced to one month's gaol, the remaining 1300 refused to return to work. The Government then said it would nationalise these mines for the duration of the war so the miners voted to go back, and sentences on the 182 were suspended. Despite this Sid Holland, leader of the National Party and future Prime Minister, called the Government's action 'industrial appeasement and capitulation to the forces of lawlessness.' and he and his 5 Tory colleagues resigned from the War Cabinet.


In January 1942 industrial unrest broke out as a result of bad conditions for N.Z. Civilian Construction United workers building Nandi aerodrome in Fijji. N.Z. police among the workers arrested 3 job delegates and without charge or trial put them on a boat back to New Zealand The CPNZ's 'In Print' carried this story (leaving out details such as where the job was) and as a result the editor, famous poet R.A.K Mason faced 6 charges under the 1939 Censorship and Publicity Regulations. All the charges were dismissed, for lack of a prima facie case.
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News from Malaysia





Singapore Accused


By Amnesty


(The Guardian, 1-3-76)


Amnesty international yesterday criticised violations of human rights in Singapore, pointing out that some political prisoners had been detained without trial for more than 13 years.


In a briefing paper, the first of a senes, it expresses concern at Singapore's use of internal security legislation and complex citizenship and banishment laws to repress legitimate, non-violent political opposition.


The paper also criticises the use of caning, which leaves permanent scars, as punishment for certain criminal offences; the frequent imposition and carrying out of the death penalty, and control and intimidation of the press, which has led to the arrests and detention of journalists.







Allegations of Torture


There have been consistent claims by ex-detainees and detainees' families that political prisoners are subjected to 'mental and physical tortures', primarily for the purpose of breaking their resistance and securing statement of political confession and recantation. It is alleged consistently that:


	solitary confinement with all its deleterious effects is used as a psychological pressure to try to induce recantation.

	prisoners wearing only light clothing are interrogated in very cold air-conditioned rooms. They are sometimes forced to strip and cold water is poured over them.

	during round-the-clock interrogations they are often forced to do repeated and strenuous exercises, reulting in severe strain and fatigue.

	while in solitary confinement, lights are switched on in the cell throughout the night to prevent sleep.

	although much of the maltreatment is essentially psychological in nature, some detainees are also physically assaulted.




This evidence suggests that most ill-treatment of the detainees takes place while they are in the custody of the Internal Security Department rather than of the Prisons Department.


Allegations of ill treatment very similar in points of detail to the above were again made following the release in December 1975 of a group of eight political detainees.



(Source: Amnesty International Briefing on Singapore, February 1976)








Malaysia Insurgents Set Up Base


Kuala Lumpur, Feb 18


Malaysian communists have established a base in Perak State, in north peninsular Malaysia. Lumbermen in the state logging areas acting as couriers are said to be important links between the communists and their urban connexions. Announcing of this recently, Lieutenant-General Dato Sri Muhammad Sany, the chief of the general staff severely criticized the state government for what he described as a military setback. Perak state, the hotbed of terrorist activity in the 'emergency' from 1948 to 1960, has borders with Thailand, and until recently the communists had operated from safe sanctuaries over the borders. Increased urban terror tactics which began early last year are now being complemented by the building of bases in the jungle.


The general criticized the state government for not giving priority to projects that were designed to frustrate the enemy. Among other things, he said, it had been agreed that jungle aborigines should be regrouped and resettled as these primitive people were easy targets for communist propaganda. For a variety of reasons, including financial considerations, the plan was not carried out.


In the past month, the Government has closed several logging camps in the state, imposed curfews, closed several roads to all heavy traffic and limited the movement of people to those with special passes. Heavy troop movements into the suspect are as have been mounted and the previously successful 'food denial operations' have begun. The operations, the most concentrated in recent years, is expected to go on for a long time.


The war against the communists also takes the form of sudden closure of selected areas and curfews followed by house to house searches. Hundreds of communist suspects and sympathizers have been arrested.


Lieutenant-General Dato Sri Muhammad Sany said that the success of the operations were only dependent on the armed forces to a limited extent. He said that for success 70per cent of the coordination and effort must be civilian.


In Kuala Lumpur there was some dismay at what was regarded as military criticism of the civilian government and eyebrows were raised at the thought of Army dissatisfactions with command conditions in what is considered a total war. However, there was no immediate reason to believe that the criticism was anything more than an expression of frustration.


The newly appointed Prime Minister, Datuk Husian Onn, himself an ex-soldier, is said to be concerned about the conditions under which the army operates. Within weeks of his accession to power, he ordered a study of salaries and service conditions not only for the police who play a crucial role in containing the hit and run war conducted by the communists


The General's criticism, nevertheless, is expected to have repercussions. Tan Sri Ghazali Jawi, Chief Minister of Perak, is not expected to take the criticism lightly. If the general can show there has been negligence on the part of the civilian authorities, in view of the serious security situation, changes may indeed take place. A consideration that is now being carefully weighed is the imminent Cabinet changes the Prime Minister has promised for early March. These changes, according to reliable sources, may include state chief ministers, most of whom belong to the ruling National Front parties.







Student Protest Against Withdrawal of Bus Passes


Over 1,000 students took to the street on 9th Feb. '76 in protest against the sudden withdrawal of their bus concession passes in January 1976. The students were from 7 of the institutes run by the Industrial Training Board (ITB). The concession passes are issued to pupils under 19 years of age, in a government or government aided schools. Most of the students of ITB are under 19 and join the vocational institutes after primary six or during early secondary school years. These students are usually from poor families. The withdrawal forced them to pay bus fares which they just cannot afford From $4 a month, their transport costs shoot up to as much as $1.40 a day. Some students are even forced to go without any lunch because they cannot obtain any more pocket money.


The busfare problem affected every vocational student deeply. They wrote in to SBS (Singapore Bus Service) but received no reply. Many students in some institutes boycotted classes and demonstrated 
[
unclear: within] 
[
unclear: then] 
[
unclear: schools]. 
[
unclear: many] 
[
unclear: when] 
[
unclear: an] 
[
unclear: appears] 
[
unclear: and] protest proved to be useless, the students had no choice but to bring to public attention. Students from about 7 Vocational Institutes took part in the protest. They were mostly from Pasir Panjang, Jurong, Gey Iang, Serai, Singapore, Pongol, Bukit Merah and Bharuddin Vocational Institutes. Apart from the withdrawal of the concession passes, the SBS is considering the introduction of flat rate fares of 30c and 50c. The present bus fares are 20c, 30c, 40c, 50c, which was introduced in 1974. Before that, the minimum fare was only 10c.



(source: The Straits Times 10-2-76


New Nation 11-2-76


Press Release by USSU & SPSU 10-2-76)



Editorial Note: 60% of the working population in Singapore earn less than $250 per month. A survey carried out by the NTUC (National Trade Union Congress) of Singapore 2 years ago also indicated that the minimum cost of living for a family of 4 persons was $280. The increase of busfares to a flat rate of 30c and 50c if implemented would adversely affect the lower income groups.







Ussu Held Successful Exhibition


An exhibition on 'Singapore - Her People and Future' was held from 10th Jan. to 18th Jan. by the University of Singapore Student Union (USSU).


The Exhibition materials offered a closer study of the Singapore society, economy and history. According to the organisers the idea of holding an exhibition on Singapore actually sprang out from the past 2 years' experience.


The Suara Mahasiswa (Voice of the Ungergrads), an USSU publication, said - 'The many eye-opening and traumatic events disclosed a lot of facts in the Singapore society which we never knew about. We, University students, have become so cut off in our Ivory Tower existence that we seemed to have lost touch with our people. It took the dramatic shock of the frame-up and the deportation to wake us up to realities. (On 1st November 1974 Tan Wah Piow, the then President of USSU, was arrested on charges of 'unlawful assembly' and 'rioting' and was subsequently found 'guilty'. Five office bearers of USSU were deported to Malaysia. See FNS Vol. 1 No. 1 & 6).


Questions arose and answers were sought for. Why are our workers suddenly left without jobs? Why is their plight neglected? Why do we allow malpractices to occur in retrenchment? Why did the Trade Union not fulfil its duty to the workers? Why a frame-up was resorted to? Why were the key witnesses in the 'riot' trial deported? And most important of all, why was it a crime to be concerned with our people's problems?


We students must face up to these questions. What is the root cause of all the many ugly phenomena? To find out we would need to study our society, to learn to explore, to probe and to question more. Not only a handful of students but as many people as possible should begin to understand our own society more deeply if the present situation is to be improved upon.


That is why the exhibition was planned for all people, students and other, to have a closer look at our Singapore society, our economy and our history. If we are truly responsible to our society, we must sincerely keep searching for better understanding and make efforts to spread this understanding to others.


The Exhibition attracted over 10,000 people. Donations from the people were so good that the organisers expect that it may be possible to cover the entire cost of production of the Exhibition.



(Source: Suara Mahasiswa, USSU Issue No. 10)





[image: Cartoon of a man in a suit smoking a cigar being pulled in a rickshaw]
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Singapore Accused


By Amnesty


(The Guardian, 1-3-76)


Amnesty international yesterday criticised violations of human rights in Singapore, pointing out that some political prisoners had been detained without trial for more than 13 years.


In a briefing paper, the first of a senes, it expresses concern at Singapore's use of internal security legislation and complex citizenship and banishment laws to repress legitimate, non-violent political opposition.


The paper also criticises the use of caning, which leaves permanent scars, as punishment for certain criminal offences; the frequent imposition and carrying out of the death penalty, and control and intimidation of the press, which has led to the arrests and detention of journalists.
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Allegations of Torture


There have been consistent claims by ex-detainees and detainees' families that political prisoners are subjected to 'mental and physical tortures', primarily for the purpose of breaking their resistance and securing statement of political confession and recantation. It is alleged consistently that:


	solitary confinement with all its deleterious effects is used as a psychological pressure to try to induce recantation.

	prisoners wearing only light clothing are interrogated in very cold air-conditioned rooms. They are sometimes forced to strip and cold water is poured over them.

	during round-the-clock interrogations they are often forced to do repeated and strenuous exercises, reulting in severe strain and fatigue.

	while in solitary confinement, lights are switched on in the cell throughout the night to prevent sleep.

	although much of the maltreatment is essentially psychological in nature, some detainees are also physically assaulted.




This evidence suggests that most ill-treatment of the detainees takes place while they are in the custody of the Internal Security Department rather than of the Prisons Department.


Allegations of ill treatment very similar in points of detail to the above were again made following the release in December 1975 of a group of eight political detainees.



(Source: Amnesty International Briefing on Singapore, February 1976)
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Malaysia Insurgents Set Up Base


Kuala Lumpur, Feb 18


Malaysian communists have established a base in Perak State, in north peninsular Malaysia. Lumbermen in the state logging areas acting as couriers are said to be important links between the communists and their urban connexions. Announcing of this recently, Lieutenant-General Dato Sri Muhammad Sany, the chief of the general staff severely criticized the state government for what he described as a military setback. Perak state, the hotbed of terrorist activity in the 'emergency' from 1948 to 1960, has borders with Thailand, and until recently the communists had operated from safe sanctuaries over the borders. Increased urban terror tactics which began early last year are now being complemented by the building of bases in the jungle.


The general criticized the state government for not giving priority to projects that were designed to frustrate the enemy. Among other things, he said, it had been agreed that jungle aborigines should be regrouped and resettled as these primitive people were easy targets for communist propaganda. For a variety of reasons, including financial considerations, the plan was not carried out.


In the past month, the Government has closed several logging camps in the state, imposed curfews, closed several roads to all heavy traffic and limited the movement of people to those with special passes. Heavy troop movements into the suspect are as have been mounted and the previously successful 'food denial operations' have begun. The operations, the most concentrated in recent years, is expected to go on for a long time.


The war against the communists also takes the form of sudden closure of selected areas and curfews followed by house to house searches. Hundreds of communist suspects and sympathizers have been arrested.


Lieutenant-General Dato Sri Muhammad Sany said that the success of the operations were only dependent on the armed forces to a limited extent. He said that for success 70per cent of the coordination and effort must be civilian.


In Kuala Lumpur there was some dismay at what was regarded as military criticism of the civilian government and eyebrows were raised at the thought of Army dissatisfactions with command conditions in what is considered a total war. However, there was no immediate reason to believe that the criticism was anything more than an expression of frustration.


The newly appointed Prime Minister, Datuk Husian Onn, himself an ex-soldier, is said to be concerned about the conditions under which the army operates. Within weeks of his accession to power, he ordered a study of salaries and service conditions not only for the police who play a crucial role in containing the hit and run war conducted by the communists


The General's criticism, nevertheless, is expected to have repercussions. Tan Sri Ghazali Jawi, Chief Minister of Perak, is not expected to take the criticism lightly. If the general can show there has been negligence on the part of the civilian authorities, in view of the serious security situation, changes may indeed take place. A consideration that is now being carefully weighed is the imminent Cabinet changes the Prime Minister has promised for early March. These changes, according to reliable sources, may include state chief ministers, most of whom belong to the ruling National Front parties.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Students' Newspaper. Volume Number 39, Issue 5. March 29 [1976]

Student Protest Against Withdrawal of Bus Passes





Student Protest Against Withdrawal of Bus Passes


Over 1,000 students took to the street on 9th Feb. '76 in protest against the sudden withdrawal of their bus concession passes in January 1976. The students were from 7 of the institutes run by the Industrial Training Board (ITB). The concession passes are issued to pupils under 19 years of age, in a government or government aided schools. Most of the students of ITB are under 19 and join the vocational institutes after primary six or during early secondary school years. These students are usually from poor families. The withdrawal forced them to pay bus fares which they just cannot afford From $4 a month, their transport costs shoot up to as much as $1.40 a day. Some students are even forced to go without any lunch because they cannot obtain any more pocket money.


The busfare problem affected every vocational student deeply. They wrote in to SBS (Singapore Bus Service) but received no reply. Many students in some institutes boycotted classes and demonstrated 
[
unclear: within] 
[
unclear: then] 
[
unclear: schools]. 
[
unclear: many] 
[
unclear: when] 
[
unclear: an] 
[
unclear: appears] 
[
unclear: and] protest proved to be useless, the students had no choice but to bring to public attention. Students from about 7 Vocational Institutes took part in the protest. They were mostly from Pasir Panjang, Jurong, Gey Iang, Serai, Singapore, Pongol, Bukit Merah and Bharuddin Vocational Institutes. Apart from the withdrawal of the concession passes, the SBS is considering the introduction of flat rate fares of 30c and 50c. The present bus fares are 20c, 30c, 40c, 50c, which was introduced in 1974. Before that, the minimum fare was only 10c.



(source: The Straits Times 10-2-76


New Nation 11-2-76


Press Release by USSU & SPSU 10-2-76)



Editorial Note: 60% of the working population in Singapore earn less than $250 per month. A survey carried out by the NTUC (National Trade Union Congress) of Singapore 2 years ago also indicated that the minimum cost of living for a family of 4 persons was $280. The increase of busfares to a flat rate of 30c and 50c if implemented would adversely affect the lower income groups.
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Ussu Held Successful Exhibition


An exhibition on 'Singapore - Her People and Future' was held from 10th Jan. to 18th Jan. by the University of Singapore Student Union (USSU).


The Exhibition materials offered a closer study of the Singapore society, economy and history. According to the organisers the idea of holding an exhibition on Singapore actually sprang out from the past 2 years' experience.


The Suara Mahasiswa (Voice of the Ungergrads), an USSU publication, said - 'The many eye-opening and traumatic events disclosed a lot of facts in the Singapore society which we never knew about. We, University students, have become so cut off in our Ivory Tower existence that we seemed to have lost touch with our people. It took the dramatic shock of the frame-up and the deportation to wake us up to realities. (On 1st November 1974 Tan Wah Piow, the then President of USSU, was arrested on charges of 'unlawful assembly' and 'rioting' and was subsequently found 'guilty'. Five office bearers of USSU were deported to Malaysia. See FNS Vol. 1 No. 1 & 6).


Questions arose and answers were sought for. Why are our workers suddenly left without jobs? Why is their plight neglected? Why do we allow malpractices to occur in retrenchment? Why did the Trade Union not fulfil its duty to the workers? Why a frame-up was resorted to? Why were the key witnesses in the 'riot' trial deported? And most important of all, why was it a crime to be concerned with our people's problems?


We students must face up to these questions. What is the root cause of all the many ugly phenomena? To find out we would need to study our society, to learn to explore, to probe and to question more. Not only a handful of students but as many people as possible should begin to understand our own society more deeply if the present situation is to be improved upon.


That is why the exhibition was planned for all people, students and other, to have a closer look at our Singapore society, our economy and our history. If we are truly responsible to our society, we must sincerely keep searching for better understanding and make efforts to spread this understanding to others.


The Exhibition attracted over 10,000 people. Donations from the people were so good that the organisers expect that it may be possible to cover the entire cost of production of the Exhibition.



(Source: Suara Mahasiswa, USSU Issue No. 10)
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Poetry



Watching My Friend Play the Piano


[image: Cartoon of a naked woman]




your podgy fingers arch and flop like monks



in their cowls



on their wild uncertain bed



where



even Mr. cat, that old master of life unwieldly,



can hardly put a paw right



your music is too much wine in my head



it distorts me makes me tall or into a little person



gawking from the mirror, losing,



having lost ye olde blueprint of life



I m no draughtsman, but who is, a plan's got



to be drawn up



all the same



just like the North American Indians who got



to 
[
unclear: malvest] man to make their mask



(and 
[
unclear: ot] the best carver of wood)



mo important for the body to be a bear cage



I want to hear



claws smashing at the bars



— 
Martin Doyle




[image: Thumbs up]


On the occasion of Robert Creeley's visit to Victoria University.




Dim eyes all of the time



Clashing black hat of green



hair with grey beard



as if to signify



an old mouth with new ideas



Seeking something etc.



Goddamit, old man, nothing doing.





Even you have a hero



Imagine that on this day



you can speak with enthusiasm



You, the uneasy accompanist with



an extra syllable



smoke shroud in all blues rag but



Time waits for no one, old man



Start flagging those decades down.



— 
English student




[image: King Kong]
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All records kindly supplied by Colin Morris Records, 54 The Terrace.





Twenty Poems


by 
Stephen Sincla


(Cabbage Press $1.50)


Stephen Sinclair is a 20 year old student at Auckland University and this is his first volume of poetry to be published.


But Sinclair didn't go through the mill of offering his poems to any publisher to be accepted or rejected. Instead, with an eye to good craft-manship, he and his brother Harry printed this limited edition (300 copies) in the backyard on an 1890 Pedal Platen Press, binding by hand. Harry, with Sarah Bartlett also illustrated the volume with original and atmospheric woodcuts.


What about the poems themselves. Well, there's nothing forced or false about them. Fluent and ostensibly casual, the tone is one that puts the reader at his ease. But this is the result of thoughtful and precise writing and revision. Its not often that too many (or too few) words are employed for the necessary effect. Very little is wasted. This is careful and economical poetry.


So what are they about? Well they range from the sparsely embellished Two Nice Young Girls who -





'Took time off School




They sprayed their curls




And powdered moles'



to poems that are the essence of Auckland on a steamy January day with that goddamn offensive humidity -





'A sullen shape, unsettling




The shadows from the hibiscus




And moist leaves of convolvulus'



or -





'the warm summer breeze that blows




From the Gulf over mangroves and city council rubbish'



But to try to pin down Sinclair's poetry to a generalised 'style' is a waste of time. And damn good too! Because Stephen shows a breadth and depth of imagination, covering a wide spectrum of subject matter. The name of the volume is in this way appropriate. These are simply Twenty Poems, without any common theme except in their diversity.


Like the first poems in the volume 
Down At Otago, a rollicking, joyful celebration. Or the self-indulgent cynicism of Cafe I and II. Or the soft and smiling observation from The Old Arts Building -





'....and through my stained glass window




Watch the gentle ladies pass




Along the pavement, baffling




The sunlight in their summer frocks



At times beautiful, at other times distressingly solitary, Stephen's poetry never fails to be evocative.


My response to these poems is very much visceral to attempt to express this reaction here would be to over -intellectualise and to mutter dull platitudes perhaps better left for English essays. This poetry needs none of that.


Suffice to say that the poems are excellent, deserving a wider audience than this limited edition will provide. But this in a way is a point in its favour. This slim volume is produced by hand, allowing the poet an element of control over the production unavailable to most writers.


— 
Graeme Simpson







The Iron Dream


by Norman Spinrad


(Panther Science Fiction)


'As the command-car driver brought the vehicle to a halt outside the high fence, Ferie was presented with a spectacle as revolting as any he had ever been forced to witness. Crammed together behind the barbed wire was a seemingly endless throng of grotesque creatures of every nauseating description. Thousands of Parrotfaces clicked their beaks at each other. Humpbacked dwarfs of every variety scuttled about like herds of monster crabs. Skins were of every cancerous hue: green, blue, red, brown, purple. Pinheads rubbed shoulders with loathsome Toadmen. Moreover, dung, offal, and filth were everywhere in evidence, and the stench that arose from the Camp was nothing short of terrific.'


Remarkable as it may seem, very little critical literary analysis has been written about this oeuvre, and still less that is competent. However a very good article, written by critic R A. Williams, appears in the June 1975 issue (p.47) of the 'Journal of Contemporary American literature'. In his critique Williams highlights among other things the inherent banality of Spinrad's novel, arguing that the book is a fascinating exposure of its author's contaminated subconscious mind.



'I wanted you to experience the reality of the problem firsthand, my Commander,' Remler said. 'We've rounded up every last Borgravian, and the SS is more than equal to the task of confining them to the Camps, and even a blind man would have no trouble separating the true human stock from the genetic rubbish provided he still had the use of his nose. But what are we to do with all these sordid creatures? We hold millions in the Borgravian Camps, and the situation in thee other conquered provinces is no better.'"


To some, it may seem strange or even laughable to attribute such an indisputable gem of modern literature to poor toilet training, but there is no doubt that the psychoanalytic approach is the most valuable tool any critic or student of serious literature can possess. It can officer astute and penetrating insight into an author's mind, as for example Spinrad's obvious excremental fixation in the following passage, coupled with a completely unhealthy oral gratification response:



'Beyond the barbed wire, Parrotfaces, Blueskins, Toadmen, and all varieties of other monstrosities picked through dung and filth with their fingers for morsels of edible material which they transferred directly to their mouths. Feric's gorge began to rise.'


Williams' study is for the most part billiant, and will provide an excellent introduction to 'The Iron Dream' for those unfortunate enough not to have read this superb masterpiece. Although I do not entirely agree with Williams' representation of the book as a whole as Norman Spinrad's gift of faeces to his spiritual parents, i.e. Society, I would endorse his view of this literary classic as the product of a neurotic and diseased mind. Spinrad is undoubtedly, like the rest of us, a sick man.



"It's obvious that they must all be sterilized and then exiled into the wildlands,' Feric said. 'But my Commander, what is to prevent millions of the wretches from simply wandering back to their former habitations?'



There was no denying that Remler had raised a cogent point. How would it be possible to encourage the Helder people to colonize the new provinces if they were presented with the foul spectacle of degenerate vermin at every turn?"


Like every writer of genius, Spinrad owes little or nothing to his predecessors. It is therefore useless to consider his work in the light of other literature. It bears the mark of a classic in its relevance not only to our society, disfigured as it is by genetic contamination and physical repulsiveness, but to all time.



'Perhaps it would be better to confine the creatures to the Camps for the duration of their lifespans,' Ferie said, as a dull-eyed Toadman not ten yards from the car dropped his pants and proceeded to defecate. 'Such is my feeling, my Commander,' Remler replied. 'But the expense of feeding and housing millions of such useless wretches for decades staggers the imagination, and to what useful end?'



'I see your point,' Ferie said. 'From my own experience among the Borgravians, I know that they lead uniformly sordid lives of great misery; they are genetically incapable of anything better. No doubt euthanasia would be a humane service to the wretches as well as our most pragmatic course."


Spinrad's pathological hypersensitivity to the unregenerate ugliness of the large numbers of people who do not possess the True Human Genotype is revealed on every page of his astounding opus magnur for exaple in his obsession with organic refuse - ordure, filth and rotting animal matter. He has written a novel which will stand with such epics of human endeavour as the Odyssey' and the 'Aeneid'.



'A Bluesk in darted from one heap of rubble to the next, and Feric ripped it to pieces with a burst of his machine gun. 'One less bag of twisted chromosomes to contaminate the world gene pool!' he exclaimed. 'Best, you cannot conceive of the personal satisfaction it gives me to finally wipe this reeking cesspit from the face of the earth!"


With the rest of 'The Iron Dream', this passage deserves to be read out loud, if possible with an undertone of hysteria. Its place among the classics of our time (for example Burroughs' Naked Lunch and the collected short stories of Julius Buboes) as well as those of all time demands nothing less. For the professiona dilettante of English literature, not to have read, digested and enjoyed Norman Spinrad's 'Iron Dream' is a mortal sin of omission.


— 
Kenneth A. Simpson










How Dare you - 10cc




[image: Album cover of How Dare You by 10cc]


10cc's latest album release 
How Dare You should have disappointed me. It does not compare with the group's previous effort 
The Original Sound Track (which I feel is par excellence). However 10cc have continued their tradition of combining musical quality with lyrical genius, so the album succeeded for me, after I had played it a few times.


The record's worth lies in the variety of musical styles employed to reflect the satirical attitude prevalent in the lyrics. Favourite topics parodied on the album range from musical styles and the values those styles reflected to the business world and the ladder of success aspirations associated with it.


Side one of the album comprises a number of tracks which differ in the tone of their satire. This puzzled me initially as I was unable to work out when the group was satirizing and when they were serious. However, if the music was sometimes suble they lyrics left me in no doubt that the record is a send up. 10cc are the music; answer to Monty Python.


This is most apparent on the track 'I Wanna Rule the World'. It begins with regimented oppressive drum beats to match the lyrics which go as follows.





'I wanna be a boss




I wanna be a big boss




I wanna boss the world around




I wanna be the biggest boss that ever bossed the world around'



Throughout this track 10cc emply various voices (which is so characteristic of their work) to present the parental and political pressures on the individual in many western societies. Although it lacks subtlety its an amazing composition both lyrically and musically.


Directly following this track comes a number called 'I'm Mandy Fly me' which is a suble attack in comparison.


It parodies an American airline advert (I'm 'Bleep' Fly Me). In it, 10cc expose the phonyness the advertising world creates, and moreover attacks a sexist piece of advertising. Thus the track deserves consideration - as does the rest of the album.


The music itself as I have already said varies quite a lot stylistically. 10cc use percussion well and moreover the vocal tacking, which is so distinctive in their music is found on various tracks. All in all 
How Dare You is an album well worth listening to if not buying (unless of course you get it for free for reviewing it!).


— 
Ann Elborn







The Hissing of Summer Lawns: Joni Mitchell.


Asylum Records, 1976


Joni Mitchell and her particular style have long been quite enigmatic features of the Los Angelos rock scene.


She is a remarkably talented lady and a long series of successful albums bear witness to this fact. Her latest record would probably be her best as it seems unrivalled in its beauty and perceptive approach and it should, according to the artist herself, be constituted graphically musically, lyrically and accidentally' as a whole.


She had put a great amount of work into this album as the layout and graphics are hers, the songs are entirely her own composition and she and drummer John Guerin mixed and produced the final tapes.


As with previous albums, this one is a 'family affair' where every big name in the music business just happens to drop by to play guitar or sing harmonies with her. James Taylor is present on two tracks playing accoustic guitar while Dave Crosby and Graham Nash do some good background vocals on 
In France They Kiss on Main Street. Jeff 'Skunk' Baxter does electric pieces on that same track and old Mitchell Favourites Victor Feldman and Max Bennett play electric piano and bass respectively.


She moves through the 
Hissing of Summer Lawns with an effortless style of warmth and grace. What she sees in her subject she has painted as a spectrum of diverse human experience which permeates every song and pulls it into a sequence with the others. 
The Boho Dance, Edith and The King Pin, and Harry's House Centerpiece are excellent tracks to name only a few and the theme seems to be the disappointment and emptiness at the American middle class ethos.


Her songs stare at the deception at close relationships, the batallion's of paper-minded men with their paper-minded wives, affected women in Parisien dresses sporting ladders in their stockings, and the ambivalent nature at love in a chic and fancy world.


This record is a valuable one to have, showing this very classy lady unravelling a mystery and giving faint clues in her poetry and music.


— 
Philip Hay







DR Tree (EMI Records)
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Dr Tree are an Auckland based contemporary Jazz-Rock group whose members all hold a wealth of experience in studio work and in a jazz background.


This is their first record and as such represents a milestone in New Zealand's recording History. It is an album rich in texture, tight in control and standard of ensemble, playing here is definitly the best I have yet to hear executed by an antipodean group.


The six members who make up the group display influences ranging from Solf Machine and the Mahavishnu. Orchestra, through to Miles Davis.


The album gets off with 'Twilight Zone which, in its brevity, sets the pace for what is to follow. 'Vulcan Worlds' follows and is immediately notable for its brisk cleverly structured percussion. John Banks (percussion) and Frank Gibson Jr. combine well to drive along the pace. The whole work is methodical yet highly inventive.


Side One is then brought to a dose by 'Transition', a number composed by Martin Winch the group's guitarist. Overall the piece is remarkably quiet in aura despite the very moving pace and tempo of it. The highlight is a most inventive quitar lead by Martin Winch, an amazingly well mixed piece, which uses the speaker range to its fullest extent. The interplay between keyboards and guitar evokes a strong comparison with some of John McLaughlin and Jon Hammer's work for the Mahavishnu Orchestra's 'Birds of Fire' album.


Side two brings even better things and after 'Eugino D' (a more traditional jazz number with the conga being used to produce an almost rhumba effect).


'Affirmation' is certainly a fine track. Once again the guitar is impressive and the short dabbling runs along the fretboard come out as sparks over a smooth rhythm that builds from a serene sound into a vigorously controlled piece of percussion. This track is most important in that it signals to the listener that Dr Tree are a group capable of tight control.


Highlighting this point is the closing track 'One for Dianne' written by drummer and leader Frank Gibson Jr. Dianne' perfectly illustrates his highly refined Jazz drumming technique, the opening instrumental drum break is tight, never self-indulgent and inventive. While so many drum solos seem to be put in because a group needs to fill up record space, the solo that starts 'One for Dianne' is never that.


Dr Tree have shown on this record that not only are they fine musicians but in a field where New Zealand groups have never traditionally 'made it we have a group here who have shattered that theory.


This is a specialist album but it is highly recommended to those of you who think that apart from Split Enz New Zealand has nothing for the musicians here are so fitted to the concept of Dr Tree that we can't help but hear more of them.


— 
Grant Cairncross
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Coney Island Baby: LOU Reed (APLI 0915)
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Many people felt that 
'Sally Can't Dance', Lou Reed's last collection of studio recordings, represented the nadir in the career of a declining artist. It met with almost universal critical declamation and most reviewers went out on the note that only a dramatic resurgence in ideas and style could return Lou to any point of critical and artistic respectability. Following 
'Sally', however, Lou recorded and released a double album of electronic noise entitled 
'Metal Machine Music'. Deemed from the start as a commercial turkey, it bombed so badly in the States and Britain, that it consequently will not be released here.


A lethargic N.Z. tour last year with Lou looking like a total wreck except for the inclusion of a few numbers from the then forthcoming album
, 'Coney Island Baby'. In concert these retained some of the bite and searing intensity associated with his best work and augered well for the album. Well, the album is out now, with these songs in a different form, and I can't be sure whether it's going to please or disappoint.


Taken as a whole, the album seems to have a reminiscent quality about it. From the cover, which features Lou as a jaded 'Cabaret' type figure in suit, bow tie and bowler hat. 'to the tunes' lyrics and vocals, which hark back to earlier albums, the L.P. seems preoccupied with the past. The anonymous backing musicians (guitar, bass, drums, backing vocals) are consistently good, putting down a clean, spare, tight sound that gives rise to a good quality production job. The guitar is particularly excellent throughout with sinewy and tasteful lines that enhance the relaxed, low-key flavour of the album, with most numbers reflecting Reed's recently stated preference for ballads.


Most of the song lyrics are familiar Reed with language that has been used on previous albums. The usual vocal style and inflections are still there and snatches of earlier songs seem to emerge throughout. For instance, the tune and style of 'She's My Best Friend' recall 'Lisa Says' off the first album and the cymbals that open 'Nobody's Business' have an obvious stylistic background in 'Ocean', again off 'Lou Reed'. Indeed that early album seems closer in feeling to 
'Coney Island Baby' than any other Reed album.


However, not all songs hark back to the first album. The two major exceptions are 'Kicks' and the title track which close sides 1 and 2 respectively. 'Kicks' tells the story of a knife-wielding mugger who finds killing 'better than sex'. What is interesting about the song, though, is the vocal undercurrent (featuring Lou and friends) that runs for the length of the song. Lou hasn't used this type of technique since 'Murder Mystery' on 
'Velvet Underground 3' which had two seperate vocal tracks. The other major song is the title track which has its closest links with 'Billy', off '
Sally Can't Dance It tells how back in High School, Lou wanted to play football for the coach and ends up extolling the 'glory of love'. Strange, but truly beautiful and classic Reed.


So not the great break that was hoped for, and no doubt it will confirm the opinions of those who think 
'Sally finished off Lou. But I liked 
'Sally'. And I like this one.


— 
Mark Cubey







New Zealand Gold: An Anthology of New Zealand Pop.



Reviewed by Bob Fraser


EMI $4.99


When I first saw this album, I thought what a wonderful idea, to put those 20 big hits together so as people can look back on the beginnings of New Zealand's pop scene'. Now I've listened to the record. I'm not so sure. As with most of the anthology or period pieces going around at the moment there are several ommissions. Ray Columbus, Shona Laing and Split Enz are the three most important - Larry Morris another. Perhaps the record company money fuckers didn't like the idea. Pity.


More positively, the record does have a reasonable coverage in its 20 tracks - from Herma Keil's forgetable 'The Twist' through Allison Durbin 'I Have Loved Me a Man' (how attitudes needed to change!) to Space Waltz and 'Out on the Street'. The Formula's 'Nature' and Shane's 'Saint Paul' are two of the strong tracks, with the massively successful 'Pretty Girl' and 'Yesterday was Just the Beginning of My Life' running close follow ups.


Several tracks just should not have been included. Dinah Lee's 'Do the Blue Beat' could have well been replaced with one of the Chick s' singles, 'Say a Prayer' (Chapta),


Come to the Sabbat' and 'Tell Laura I Love Her'; by pretty well anything. Still, I suppose if the New Zealand public are going to buy crap an anthology of pop should record their choices. One further quibble is with 'Star Crossed Lovers' for Craig Scott - some of his later material would have been far better.


So, the idea wasn't too bad, but the selection leaves much to be desired (whether because of Rick White's taste or the intransigency of record companies I don t know). There's one more comment on the production - it would have been very helpful to have the dates of the tracks to work out the development of pop, and/or have them in chronological order. Leaving it up to the fast-fading memories of the buyers is a bit much.


Now some more general comments on how effectively the album conveys the changes in New Zealand pop. The lack of order hinders this, but the trends come fairly clearly. The production of the early tracks is bad (with the surprising exception of Maria Dallas's Tumbling Down'), and there has been a gradual improvement of this. There has also been a movement away from straight cover versions to more original material - although 'Nature' and 'Saint Paul' are early 70s leaps in this direction.


The comedy of 'Pretty Girl' and 'Miss September', along with the material of Blerta and Headband lead well to Space Waltz and Mark Williams. The cover versions are becoming more sophisticated and varied and the original talent never brighter. This trend is well documented - and the future looks good.


So its an interesting album for what it tries to do, but it isn't the best that could be hoped for. Certainly for this reviewer it revived some old memories (one or two of which were sleeping dogs) and provides a reasonable reference piece. If you're interested in a record of the times N.Z. pop has been through, its well worth the $4.99.







Thoughts On Sum Music
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Sum music players were first formed in September 1974 out of the Wellington Scratch Orchestra (a common thing to happen to a Scratch Orchestra). Some of their achievements have been participating in Sonic Circus, a tour last year that included Palmerston North, New Plymouth, Napier and other places in the North Island, and most recently two contributions for the Wellington Festival - Piece for Ships' Foghorns and a concert. In April Sum Music will be leading a course in Experimental Music at Napier Community College.


Experimental music is a very broad field. To me it appears that the main concern of any piece is the amount and dimension that the composer is going to control: total length of piece, size and position of the audience(s), the amount of sound to be used (volume, spread of pitches, and number of reflections), the number and/or rate of changes throughout the piece and technical dexterity of the performers, are just a few of the possible concerns of a composer. Some have put more emphasis on accidents and spontaneous construction (Scratch Orchestra) where as other has tried to control as much as possible (Stockhausen).


Sum music players are experimenting musicians and are primerily involved in the auditory sense rather than for example the special effects: where the sound has come from. A number of them are music students and this no doubt is a contributing factor to the mixture of values they appear to have. They only occasionally use come of the old conventions such as five line staves but are obviously more at ease with orchestral instruments. Sum music players have their limits but appear to be stretching them.


On Friday 18 March you may have noticed Sum Music player's performance of a piece for ships' fog horns shortly after 6pm).


As a piece of experimental music whether you value it or not is very subjective because there is no recognised set of standards for it. My opinion is that it was a valuable experiment that prove to have only limited musical value.


Monday 22, Wellington Cultural Centre. This Sum music performance had four pieces in the programme: The first 'Electronic Piece' was an improvisation for three synthesisers. I don't think that this piece came anywhere near realising any of the limits of the instruments - like beginners bowing open strings on violins.


It may have strained the limits of the players but it didn't appear that way to me.


It did however appear to realise what their players thought their audience would find quite comfortable - it was an interesting juxtaposition of sounds that involved a little feeling. The drinking and hooting machine (alias interval) was fun and produced some interesting sounds from bottles being blown like flutes and a lot of chatter from the diminishing audience.


'Zones' by Graeme Moire was played from scores and conducted in a fairly conventional manner. The large variety of orchestral instruments made a liberal interpretation of the score (allowing some of the effects to come through) but I suspect it could have been a more effective performance if it had been more throughly rehearsed and worked through.


'In C' in which the audience was invited to participate was an interesting work using tonality and the relation to the note C was effectively maintained throughout. An interesting pieces, but like the rest of the concert the presentation was haphazard and unorganised perhaps consistant with the values of experimental music


Roger Palmer







Chairmanship Of Nzusa Women's Rights Committee


NZUSA National Executive is calling for applications for the position of Chairman of the NZUSA Women's Rights Committee. The Position is an honorary part-time one.


The Women's Rights Committee is responsible for actioning NZUSA's Women's Rights Policy, and the Chairman's role is to co-ordinate its work. Last year (when it called the Committee on International Women's Year) it was particularly active in the area of equal pay and in seeking out anomalies and possible injustices in the way in which students' associations around the country treat their women employees. One of its other areas of work was women in tertiary education.


The Committee is very much responsible for setting its own programme, but among its possible areas of work this year is work on contraception and abortion, rape and child-care facilities.


If you are interested in charing the Committee or even in just being a member of it please contact John Blincoe, President, NZUSA.







Interesting Part Time Job


With free accommodation and a smallish salary.







Youth Hostel Manager (Warden) Lower Hutt.


Responsible person, or possibly couple, to book in hostellers, assign communal jobs, enforce hostel rules etc for a 30 bed hostel visited by a few thousand young international travellers each year. Applicants must be able to be on duty 7am to 10am and also 5pm to 11pm, (5½ days a week).


For further details phone John 757182 (evenings).










Lisztomania - Regent Theatre


In the beginning of the movie, it is very succinctly drawn to our attention that Franz Liszt's life is controlled by music and sex - the order is left unspecified. One could say that 'Lisztomania' is about just that: the relationship of the sprirtual with the physical, and it is done by dragging the former down to the level of the latter and by elevation in the opposite direction.


Such a composite presentation is a very blithe way of describing much of 20th century art, and in this movie that oh-so-serious question about the value of our life today becomes something of a serious joke.


Some people might think that Ken Russell gave us his best work before he started dabbling in this question, with Savage Messiah' and 'Women in Love', and even The Music Lovers'. But then those people must have very complacent theories about fact that deals with the past and would to 'Lisztomania' for eminently oblique reasons.


The film appears to function by a number of well-worn ideas: that music is emotion is sex; that Wagner's great opera inspired Nazi Germany; that romanticism in the 19th century performed a similar function to pop music today, that the cosmic way is the only way and it's all a question of mind into matter, it progresses only because chronologically it must.


I say appears, because if you accept this analysis you must think Ken Russell is the Colin Meads of the turned-on mind and like the audience when I was there use the interludes of serious music to reassure each other of this fact.


Although it is easy enough to reject blatancy, it is also easy to reject the circular there-is-no-answer routine, become smug by accepting it.


In fact, it is easy to become smug about Ken Russell. After all nobody can really carve a marble statue overnight, and neither can Ringo Starr really play the Pope with a Liverpool accent. But remember that the statue-carving was necessary to 'Savage Messiah', and that when a disguised Ringo says 'The Pope and I are very close,' it is Ringo talking and not the Pope: it's like watching excerpts from 'Help'


Kubrick used Ryan O'Neal and Marissa Berenson in a similar way in 'Barry Lyndon' and it works because it is funny. However, Roger Daltrey is not one of those idiots one can laugh at. He still looks like he's deaf, dumb and blind but unfortunately this time he talks.


If you liked 'Tommy', if you think Daltrey is just great, then you may like a phallic spectacular with lots of bright colours. The trouble is, this isn't the one to end them all, and it should be.


Of course, there is more to 'Lisztomania than that. Paul Nicholas (as Richard Wagner) is very good. Liszt swinging about on a chandelier whilst engaged almost naked in a swordfight, watched by his banana-eating mistress is fairly amusing. Russell's daughter playing Liszt s daughter (if you want to let it, it really does deep coming at you) looks positively 
[
unclear: dbvnish] with her voodoo doll.


And at the end, as Liszt pilots an organ/spaceship from Heaven to eliminate the made Wagner/Hitler, the screaming joy of righteous destruction of the women of his life who line the organ pipes changes to unbridled ecstacy which suddenly has nothing to do with Liszt, and he disappears into the animated horizon.


Rampant irony is not enough to sustain a movie, but left on the potentially far more stunning visual level, 'Lisztomania is disappointing. I stated at the beginning of this review that Russell was dabbling' that he does no more when he could so well is perhaps my biggest condemnation. I get the strong impression that he makes up for this by capitalizing on our knowledge that art is often not appreciated within its time. When it comes to that, we are all totally gullible and totally suspicious. Which is perhaps what Russell is saying anyway.


— 
Simon Wilson







The Romantic English Woman


An important criteria of any work of art is its ability to mould the mood of its audience; to present a system of feeling and thinking that will be accepted despite any preliminary bias towards other systems. Some films are only to be enjoyed when one is in a particular mood, or when one possesses a particular view of life. Such films are inherently limited for 'art' should rise above such differences.


The 'Romantic Englishwoman' is one of those. Within its own terms of reference it is reasonably competent, but it fails to engage the audiences sympathy or even acceptance. Joseph Losey has tried to create droll 'English' humour - very slow moving, very very dry.


As the title suggests, the film is supposed to be the epitomy of the 'English temperament'. It is the story of a bored affluent English couple - Elizabeth (Glenda Jackson) and Lewis (Michael Caine).


Elizabeth escapes for a holiday to Baden-Baden and meets in the lift a failed drug-smuggler, Thomas (Helmut Berger). Lewis is very jealous, and his imagined version of this meeting is incorporated in the soppy screen play he happens to be writing. After Elizabeth's return, Thomas comes to stay on the strength of this casual meeting and a pretended admiration of Lewis's writing. Thomas is the world's most sophisticated bludger: Lewis allows him to stay for as long as he likes, out of what - ennui, sadism, masochism? (Apparently Joseph Losey thinks it is an important question, for he builds a lot of the film around it.)


Eventually Elizabeth runs off with Thomas (he is the symbol of her desire for freedom). In typical gangster film style we have several sequences of sports cars on winding Italian roads, as Thomas is chased by his heroin cronies, who for the sake of ending the film, want to kill him. But not before a last noble gesture that leaves Lewis and Elizabeth back together and Thomas knocked off for his pains. There is a final shot in which Thomas throws his brief case from the hotel balcony to Elizabeth waiting below. God knows why!


The film invites comparison between itself and the deliberately soppy screenplay Lewis is writing. Unfortunately this cuts a bit close to the bone. Gerry Fisher's photography is very beautiful, but very shallow, the scenes of bored, affluent life certainly convey the boredom well. And the melodramatic heroin smuggling) is a bit hard to take, especially as it is obviously tacked on to enliven things up a bit.


Occasionally however, the 'dry English humour', which in the absence of anything else I presume the film is about, does come across. There is one beautiful moment when Lewis and Elizabeth are busy screwing in their backyard at ten at night when their next-door neighbour rolls up in his jag and strolls over unconcernedly to make cocktail party conversation.


This film also aspires to social comment. The title comes from Thomas' description of women in lonely hotels who payed for young men to sleep with them - the most romantic he says, was an Englishwoman - 'All she wanted was everything!'. And there are many more inserts about Elizabeth's social and sexual oppression. 'Are you discontented?', her husband asks her: 'I would be', she replies, 'if only I felt I had the right.' Don't get me wrong - I m not saying she's not bored and oppressed. And in some places, Thomas Wiseman and Tom Stoppard's screenplay conveys this well. But generally the message is presented in such a corny heavy-handed way that it is ineffective. The film also feels bound to comment on the decadence of Lewis and Elizabeth's life style. Thomas says that it's not he who should be grateful to them but they who should be grateful for what they've got. Which is all very true, but I'm afraid made me yawn rather than sigh sympathetically.


Art means communication, and that means both having something to say and being able to say it. The Romantic Englishwoman' may have something to say, but it rather falls down on the saying part.


— 
Gerard Couper






'One Day in the life of Ivan Denisovich'


The film accurately reproduces the story of the book - Ivan Denisovich is a prisoner in a Siberian labour-camp, and this is a typical day in his life. It begins at reveille before dawn, in intense cold and darkness.


There is a contrast with the brightly lit warm room of the sick bay, where Ivan Denisovich unsuccessfully tries to report ill. 'How can you expect a man who's warm to understand one who's cold?'


The sun rises as the prisoners march out to work, and now the contrast is reversed. Outside is the glaring light and inside the shelter is dark. The days work begins with its frustrations and humiliations, and gradually we learn what survival depends on in this place.


In some ways the film improves on the book. The atmosphere of the camp, the cold and the changing light, is more easily shown in the film. The strength of the film lies in these pictorial sequences where the men are anonymous - the long lines of people marching through the snow as the sun rises and sets, and working in the peculiar Arctic light.


After this the minute personal feelings of Ivan Denisovich and his fellow prisoners - which the book centred around - seem insignificant. The numerous little conflicts and rivalries, among the prisoners and between prisoners and guards seemed peripheral to the main action of the film.


Not enough attention is paid to characterisation. Apart from Ivan Denisovich himself (played by Tom Courtenay) no other real characters emerge until near the end of the film, and even these are often cliched and badly acted - like the two Muskovites who discuss current cinema and accumulate luxuries for themselves


These two characters must have appeared in every film ever made about a prison camp. This really annoyed me. I was curious to know more about some of these individuals and why they behaved as they did, and this aspect of the film was really unconvincing.


It was badly translated, so that when anyone did speak they sounded false. And there was a strange mixture of accents among them - some 'Russian', some English. Instead of the characters speaking for themselves, we had Ivan Denisovich's voice as a narration explaining why things are as they are, which is less satisfactory


— 
James Robb







Union Film Preview



Dirty Harry


(Memorial Theatre Wed. March 3, 2.15pm).


Directed by Don Siegel.


Clint Eastwood stars as Inspector Harry Callahan.


The omni-competent Callahan is a fascist and the film plays on every middle-American prejudice about the young, the Supreme Court, the state of the cities, permissiveness and so forth.


In 1971 together with The French Connection this immediately successful film began a wave of police films. But Dirty Harry' should not be seen as just one of those cop films. Sight and Sound Magazine says it this way: 'So far one minor masterpiece (Dirty Harry) and a couple of highly diverting entertainments have emerged from what could prove to be less a valuable genre than a repetitive cycle, in which gimmickry is substituted for innovation, thudding over emphasis for depth, pastiche for style'.




[image: Artwork of two women and a man skating on large wheeled devices]
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Twenty Poems


by 
Stephen Sincla


(Cabbage Press $1.50)


Stephen Sinclair is a 20 year old student at Auckland University and this is his first volume of poetry to be published.


But Sinclair didn't go through the mill of offering his poems to any publisher to be accepted or rejected. Instead, with an eye to good craft-manship, he and his brother Harry printed this limited edition (300 copies) in the backyard on an 1890 Pedal Platen Press, binding by hand. Harry, with Sarah Bartlett also illustrated the volume with original and atmospheric woodcuts.


What about the poems themselves. Well, there's nothing forced or false about them. Fluent and ostensibly casual, the tone is one that puts the reader at his ease. But this is the result of thoughtful and precise writing and revision. Its not often that too many (or too few) words are employed for the necessary effect. Very little is wasted. This is careful and economical poetry.


So what are they about? Well they range from the sparsely embellished Two Nice Young Girls who -





'Took time off School




They sprayed their curls




And powdered moles'



to poems that are the essence of Auckland on a steamy January day with that goddamn offensive humidity -





'A sullen shape, unsettling




The shadows from the hibiscus




And moist leaves of convolvulus'



or -





'the warm summer breeze that blows




From the Gulf over mangroves and city council rubbish'



But to try to pin down Sinclair's poetry to a generalised 'style' is a waste of time. And damn good too! Because Stephen shows a breadth and depth of imagination, covering a wide spectrum of subject matter. The name of the volume is in this way appropriate. These are simply Twenty Poems, without any common theme except in their diversity.


Like the first poems in the volume 
Down At Otago, a rollicking, joyful celebration. Or the self-indulgent cynicism of Cafe I and II. Or the soft and smiling observation from The Old Arts Building -





'....and through my stained glass window




Watch the gentle ladies pass




Along the pavement, baffling




The sunlight in their summer frocks



At times beautiful, at other times distressingly solitary, Stephen's poetry never fails to be evocative.


My response to these poems is very much visceral to attempt to express this reaction here would be to over -intellectualise and to mutter dull platitudes perhaps better left for English essays. This poetry needs none of that.


Suffice to say that the poems are excellent, deserving a wider audience than this limited edition will provide. But this in a way is a point in its favour. This slim volume is produced by hand, allowing the poet an element of control over the production unavailable to most writers.


— 
Graeme Simpson
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The Iron Dream


by Norman Spinrad


(Panther Science Fiction)


'As the command-car driver brought the vehicle to a halt outside the high fence, Ferie was presented with a spectacle as revolting as any he had ever been forced to witness. Crammed together behind the barbed wire was a seemingly endless throng of grotesque creatures of every nauseating description. Thousands of Parrotfaces clicked their beaks at each other. Humpbacked dwarfs of every variety scuttled about like herds of monster crabs. Skins were of every cancerous hue: green, blue, red, brown, purple. Pinheads rubbed shoulders with loathsome Toadmen. Moreover, dung, offal, and filth were everywhere in evidence, and the stench that arose from the Camp was nothing short of terrific.'


Remarkable as it may seem, very little critical literary analysis has been written about this oeuvre, and still less that is competent. However a very good article, written by critic R A. Williams, appears in the June 1975 issue (p.47) of the 'Journal of Contemporary American literature'. In his critique Williams highlights among other things the inherent banality of Spinrad's novel, arguing that the book is a fascinating exposure of its author's contaminated subconscious mind.



'I wanted you to experience the reality of the problem firsthand, my Commander,' Remler said. 'We've rounded up every last Borgravian, and the SS is more than equal to the task of confining them to the Camps, and even a blind man would have no trouble separating the true human stock from the genetic rubbish provided he still had the use of his nose. But what are we to do with all these sordid creatures? We hold millions in the Borgravian Camps, and the situation in thee other conquered provinces is no better.'"


To some, it may seem strange or even laughable to attribute such an indisputable gem of modern literature to poor toilet training, but there is no doubt that the psychoanalytic approach is the most valuable tool any critic or student of serious literature can possess. It can officer astute and penetrating insight into an author's mind, as for example Spinrad's obvious excremental fixation in the following passage, coupled with a completely unhealthy oral gratification response:



'Beyond the barbed wire, Parrotfaces, Blueskins, Toadmen, and all varieties of other monstrosities picked through dung and filth with their fingers for morsels of edible material which they transferred directly to their mouths. Feric's gorge began to rise.'


Williams' study is for the most part billiant, and will provide an excellent introduction to 'The Iron Dream' for those unfortunate enough not to have read this superb masterpiece. Although I do not entirely agree with Williams' representation of the book as a whole as Norman Spinrad's gift of faeces to his spiritual parents, i.e. Society, I would endorse his view of this literary classic as the product of a neurotic and diseased mind. Spinrad is undoubtedly, like the rest of us, a sick man.



"It's obvious that they must all be sterilized and then exiled into the wildlands,' Feric said. 'But my Commander, what is to prevent millions of the wretches from simply wandering back to their former habitations?'



There was no denying that Remler had raised a cogent point. How would it be possible to encourage the Helder people to colonize the new provinces if they were presented with the foul spectacle of degenerate vermin at every turn?"


Like every writer of genius, Spinrad owes little or nothing to his predecessors. It is therefore useless to consider his work in the light of other literature. It bears the mark of a classic in its relevance not only to our society, disfigured as it is by genetic contamination and physical repulsiveness, but to all time.



'Perhaps it would be better to confine the creatures to the Camps for the duration of their lifespans,' Ferie said, as a dull-eyed Toadman not ten yards from the car dropped his pants and proceeded to defecate. 'Such is my feeling, my Commander,' Remler replied. 'But the expense of feeding and housing millions of such useless wretches for decades staggers the imagination, and to what useful end?'



'I see your point,' Ferie said. 'From my own experience among the Borgravians, I know that they lead uniformly sordid lives of great misery; they are genetically incapable of anything better. No doubt euthanasia would be a humane service to the wretches as well as our most pragmatic course."


Spinrad's pathological hypersensitivity to the unregenerate ugliness of the large numbers of people who do not possess the True Human Genotype is revealed on every page of his astounding opus magnur for exaple in his obsession with organic refuse - ordure, filth and rotting animal matter. He has written a novel which will stand with such epics of human endeavour as the Odyssey' and the 'Aeneid'.



'A Bluesk in darted from one heap of rubble to the next, and Feric ripped it to pieces with a burst of his machine gun. 'One less bag of twisted chromosomes to contaminate the world gene pool!' he exclaimed. 'Best, you cannot conceive of the personal satisfaction it gives me to finally wipe this reeking cesspit from the face of the earth!"


With the rest of 'The Iron Dream', this passage deserves to be read out loud, if possible with an undertone of hysteria. Its place among the classics of our time (for example Burroughs' Naked Lunch and the collected short stories of Julius Buboes) as well as those of all time demands nothing less. For the professiona dilettante of English literature, not to have read, digested and enjoyed Norman Spinrad's 'Iron Dream' is a mortal sin of omission.


— 
Kenneth A. Simpson
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How Dare you - 10cc




[image: Album cover of How Dare You by 10cc]


10cc's latest album release 
How Dare You should have disappointed me. It does not compare with the group's previous effort 
The Original Sound Track (which I feel is par excellence). However 10cc have continued their tradition of combining musical quality with lyrical genius, so the album succeeded for me, after I had played it a few times.


The record's worth lies in the variety of musical styles employed to reflect the satirical attitude prevalent in the lyrics. Favourite topics parodied on the album range from musical styles and the values those styles reflected to the business world and the ladder of success aspirations associated with it.


Side one of the album comprises a number of tracks which differ in the tone of their satire. This puzzled me initially as I was unable to work out when the group was satirizing and when they were serious. However, if the music was sometimes suble they lyrics left me in no doubt that the record is a send up. 10cc are the music; answer to Monty Python.


This is most apparent on the track 'I Wanna Rule the World'. It begins with regimented oppressive drum beats to match the lyrics which go as follows.





'I wanna be a boss




I wanna be a big boss




I wanna boss the world around




I wanna be the biggest boss that ever bossed the world around'



Throughout this track 10cc emply various voices (which is so characteristic of their work) to present the parental and political pressures on the individual in many western societies. Although it lacks subtlety its an amazing composition both lyrically and musically.


Directly following this track comes a number called 'I'm Mandy Fly me' which is a suble attack in comparison.


It parodies an American airline advert (I'm 'Bleep' Fly Me). In it, 10cc expose the phonyness the advertising world creates, and moreover attacks a sexist piece of advertising. Thus the track deserves consideration - as does the rest of the album.


The music itself as I have already said varies quite a lot stylistically. 10cc use percussion well and moreover the vocal tacking, which is so distinctive in their music is found on various tracks. All in all 
How Dare You is an album well worth listening to if not buying (unless of course you get it for free for reviewing it!).


— 
Ann Elborn
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The Hissing of Summer Lawns: Joni Mitchell.


Asylum Records, 1976


Joni Mitchell and her particular style have long been quite enigmatic features of the Los Angelos rock scene.


She is a remarkably talented lady and a long series of successful albums bear witness to this fact. Her latest record would probably be her best as it seems unrivalled in its beauty and perceptive approach and it should, according to the artist herself, be constituted graphically musically, lyrically and accidentally' as a whole.


She had put a great amount of work into this album as the layout and graphics are hers, the songs are entirely her own composition and she and drummer John Guerin mixed and produced the final tapes.


As with previous albums, this one is a 'family affair' where every big name in the music business just happens to drop by to play guitar or sing harmonies with her. James Taylor is present on two tracks playing accoustic guitar while Dave Crosby and Graham Nash do some good background vocals on 
In France They Kiss on Main Street. Jeff 'Skunk' Baxter does electric pieces on that same track and old Mitchell Favourites Victor Feldman and Max Bennett play electric piano and bass respectively.


She moves through the 
Hissing of Summer Lawns with an effortless style of warmth and grace. What she sees in her subject she has painted as a spectrum of diverse human experience which permeates every song and pulls it into a sequence with the others. 
The Boho Dance, Edith and The King Pin, and Harry's House Centerpiece are excellent tracks to name only a few and the theme seems to be the disappointment and emptiness at the American middle class ethos.


Her songs stare at the deception at close relationships, the batallion's of paper-minded men with their paper-minded wives, affected women in Parisien dresses sporting ladders in their stockings, and the ambivalent nature at love in a chic and fancy world.


This record is a valuable one to have, showing this very classy lady unravelling a mystery and giving faint clues in her poetry and music.


— 
Philip Hay










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Students' Newspaper. Volume Number 39, Issue 5. March 29 [1976]

DR Tree (EMI Records)





DR Tree (EMI Records)




[image: Dr Tree Album cover]


Dr Tree are an Auckland based contemporary Jazz-Rock group whose members all hold a wealth of experience in studio work and in a jazz background.


This is their first record and as such represents a milestone in New Zealand's recording History. It is an album rich in texture, tight in control and standard of ensemble, playing here is definitly the best I have yet to hear executed by an antipodean group.


The six members who make up the group display influences ranging from Solf Machine and the Mahavishnu. Orchestra, through to Miles Davis.


The album gets off with 'Twilight Zone which, in its brevity, sets the pace for what is to follow. 'Vulcan Worlds' follows and is immediately notable for its brisk cleverly structured percussion. John Banks (percussion) and Frank Gibson Jr. combine well to drive along the pace. The whole work is methodical yet highly inventive.


Side One is then brought to a dose by 'Transition', a number composed by Martin Winch the group's guitarist. Overall the piece is remarkably quiet in aura despite the very moving pace and tempo of it. The highlight is a most inventive quitar lead by Martin Winch, an amazingly well mixed piece, which uses the speaker range to its fullest extent. The interplay between keyboards and guitar evokes a strong comparison with some of John McLaughlin and Jon Hammer's work for the Mahavishnu Orchestra's 'Birds of Fire' album.


Side two brings even better things and after 'Eugino D' (a more traditional jazz number with the conga being used to produce an almost rhumba effect).


'Affirmation' is certainly a fine track. Once again the guitar is impressive and the short dabbling runs along the fretboard come out as sparks over a smooth rhythm that builds from a serene sound into a vigorously controlled piece of percussion. This track is most important in that it signals to the listener that Dr Tree are a group capable of tight control.


Highlighting this point is the closing track 'One for Dianne' written by drummer and leader Frank Gibson Jr. Dianne' perfectly illustrates his highly refined Jazz drumming technique, the opening instrumental drum break is tight, never self-indulgent and inventive. While so many drum solos seem to be put in because a group needs to fill up record space, the solo that starts 'One for Dianne' is never that.


Dr Tree have shown on this record that not only are they fine musicians but in a field where New Zealand groups have never traditionally 'made it we have a group here who have shattered that theory.


This is a specialist album but it is highly recommended to those of you who think that apart from Split Enz New Zealand has nothing for the musicians here are so fitted to the concept of Dr Tree that we can't help but hear more of them.


— 
Grant Cairncross
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[image: DOWNSTAGE HAPPY BIRTHDAY WANDA JUNE. By Kurt Vonnegut. A satire on Modem Day America. Opening Tuesday, 30 March. Bookings now open Student Concessions Available. Reservations: Phone 849-639. With the support of Queen Elizabeth II Arts Council.]
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Coney Island Baby: LOU Reed (APLI 0915)
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Many people felt that 
'Sally Can't Dance', Lou Reed's last collection of studio recordings, represented the nadir in the career of a declining artist. It met with almost universal critical declamation and most reviewers went out on the note that only a dramatic resurgence in ideas and style could return Lou to any point of critical and artistic respectability. Following 
'Sally', however, Lou recorded and released a double album of electronic noise entitled 
'Metal Machine Music'. Deemed from the start as a commercial turkey, it bombed so badly in the States and Britain, that it consequently will not be released here.


A lethargic N.Z. tour last year with Lou looking like a total wreck except for the inclusion of a few numbers from the then forthcoming album
, 'Coney Island Baby'. In concert these retained some of the bite and searing intensity associated with his best work and augered well for the album. Well, the album is out now, with these songs in a different form, and I can't be sure whether it's going to please or disappoint.


Taken as a whole, the album seems to have a reminiscent quality about it. From the cover, which features Lou as a jaded 'Cabaret' type figure in suit, bow tie and bowler hat. 'to the tunes' lyrics and vocals, which hark back to earlier albums, the L.P. seems preoccupied with the past. The anonymous backing musicians (guitar, bass, drums, backing vocals) are consistently good, putting down a clean, spare, tight sound that gives rise to a good quality production job. The guitar is particularly excellent throughout with sinewy and tasteful lines that enhance the relaxed, low-key flavour of the album, with most numbers reflecting Reed's recently stated preference for ballads.


Most of the song lyrics are familiar Reed with language that has been used on previous albums. The usual vocal style and inflections are still there and snatches of earlier songs seem to emerge throughout. For instance, the tune and style of 'She's My Best Friend' recall 'Lisa Says' off the first album and the cymbals that open 'Nobody's Business' have an obvious stylistic background in 'Ocean', again off 'Lou Reed'. Indeed that early album seems closer in feeling to 
'Coney Island Baby' than any other Reed album.


However, not all songs hark back to the first album. The two major exceptions are 'Kicks' and the title track which close sides 1 and 2 respectively. 'Kicks' tells the story of a knife-wielding mugger who finds killing 'better than sex'. What is interesting about the song, though, is the vocal undercurrent (featuring Lou and friends) that runs for the length of the song. Lou hasn't used this type of technique since 'Murder Mystery' on 
'Velvet Underground 3' which had two seperate vocal tracks. The other major song is the title track which has its closest links with 'Billy', off '
Sally Can't Dance It tells how back in High School, Lou wanted to play football for the coach and ends up extolling the 'glory of love'. Strange, but truly beautiful and classic Reed.


So not the great break that was hoped for, and no doubt it will confirm the opinions of those who think 
'Sally finished off Lou. But I liked 
'Sally'. And I like this one.


— 
Mark Cubey
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New Zealand Gold: An Anthology of New Zealand Pop.



Reviewed by Bob Fraser


EMI $4.99


When I first saw this album, I thought what a wonderful idea, to put those 20 big hits together so as people can look back on the beginnings of New Zealand's pop scene'. Now I've listened to the record. I'm not so sure. As with most of the anthology or period pieces going around at the moment there are several ommissions. Ray Columbus, Shona Laing and Split Enz are the three most important - Larry Morris another. Perhaps the record company money fuckers didn't like the idea. Pity.


More positively, the record does have a reasonable coverage in its 20 tracks - from Herma Keil's forgetable 'The Twist' through Allison Durbin 'I Have Loved Me a Man' (how attitudes needed to change!) to Space Waltz and 'Out on the Street'. The Formula's 'Nature' and Shane's 'Saint Paul' are two of the strong tracks, with the massively successful 'Pretty Girl' and 'Yesterday was Just the Beginning of My Life' running close follow ups.


Several tracks just should not have been included. Dinah Lee's 'Do the Blue Beat' could have well been replaced with one of the Chick s' singles, 'Say a Prayer' (Chapta),


Come to the Sabbat' and 'Tell Laura I Love Her'; by pretty well anything. Still, I suppose if the New Zealand public are going to buy crap an anthology of pop should record their choices. One further quibble is with 'Star Crossed Lovers' for Craig Scott - some of his later material would have been far better.


So, the idea wasn't too bad, but the selection leaves much to be desired (whether because of Rick White's taste or the intransigency of record companies I don t know). There's one more comment on the production - it would have been very helpful to have the dates of the tracks to work out the development of pop, and/or have them in chronological order. Leaving it up to the fast-fading memories of the buyers is a bit much.


Now some more general comments on how effectively the album conveys the changes in New Zealand pop. The lack of order hinders this, but the trends come fairly clearly. The production of the early tracks is bad (with the surprising exception of Maria Dallas's Tumbling Down'), and there has been a gradual improvement of this. There has also been a movement away from straight cover versions to more original material - although 'Nature' and 'Saint Paul' are early 70s leaps in this direction.


The comedy of 'Pretty Girl' and 'Miss September', along with the material of Blerta and Headband lead well to Space Waltz and Mark Williams. The cover versions are becoming more sophisticated and varied and the original talent never brighter. This trend is well documented - and the future looks good.


So its an interesting album for what it tries to do, but it isn't the best that could be hoped for. Certainly for this reviewer it revived some old memories (one or two of which were sleeping dogs) and provides a reasonable reference piece. If you're interested in a record of the times N.Z. pop has been through, its well worth the $4.99.
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Thoughts On Sum Music




[image: Two men sword fighting]


Sum music players were first formed in September 1974 out of the Wellington Scratch Orchestra (a common thing to happen to a Scratch Orchestra). Some of their achievements have been participating in Sonic Circus, a tour last year that included Palmerston North, New Plymouth, Napier and other places in the North Island, and most recently two contributions for the Wellington Festival - Piece for Ships' Foghorns and a concert. In April Sum Music will be leading a course in Experimental Music at Napier Community College.


Experimental music is a very broad field. To me it appears that the main concern of any piece is the amount and dimension that the composer is going to control: total length of piece, size and position of the audience(s), the amount of sound to be used (volume, spread of pitches, and number of reflections), the number and/or rate of changes throughout the piece and technical dexterity of the performers, are just a few of the possible concerns of a composer. Some have put more emphasis on accidents and spontaneous construction (Scratch Orchestra) where as other has tried to control as much as possible (Stockhausen).


Sum music players are experimenting musicians and are primerily involved in the auditory sense rather than for example the special effects: where the sound has come from. A number of them are music students and this no doubt is a contributing factor to the mixture of values they appear to have. They only occasionally use come of the old conventions such as five line staves but are obviously more at ease with orchestral instruments. Sum music players have their limits but appear to be stretching them.


On Friday 18 March you may have noticed Sum Music player's performance of a piece for ships' fog horns shortly after 6pm).


As a piece of experimental music whether you value it or not is very subjective because there is no recognised set of standards for it. My opinion is that it was a valuable experiment that prove to have only limited musical value.


Monday 22, Wellington Cultural Centre. This Sum music performance had four pieces in the programme: The first 'Electronic Piece' was an improvisation for three synthesisers. I don't think that this piece came anywhere near realising any of the limits of the instruments - like beginners bowing open strings on violins.


It may have strained the limits of the players but it didn't appear that way to me.


It did however appear to realise what their players thought their audience would find quite comfortable - it was an interesting juxtaposition of sounds that involved a little feeling. The drinking and hooting machine (alias interval) was fun and produced some interesting sounds from bottles being blown like flutes and a lot of chatter from the diminishing audience.


'Zones' by Graeme Moire was played from scores and conducted in a fairly conventional manner. The large variety of orchestral instruments made a liberal interpretation of the score (allowing some of the effects to come through) but I suspect it could have been a more effective performance if it had been more throughly rehearsed and worked through.


'In C' in which the audience was invited to participate was an interesting work using tonality and the relation to the note C was effectively maintained throughout. An interesting pieces, but like the rest of the concert the presentation was haphazard and unorganised perhaps consistant with the values of experimental music


Roger Palmer
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Chairmanship Of Nzusa Women's Rights Committee


NZUSA National Executive is calling for applications for the position of Chairman of the NZUSA Women's Rights Committee. The Position is an honorary part-time one.


The Women's Rights Committee is responsible for actioning NZUSA's Women's Rights Policy, and the Chairman's role is to co-ordinate its work. Last year (when it called the Committee on International Women's Year) it was particularly active in the area of equal pay and in seeking out anomalies and possible injustices in the way in which students' associations around the country treat their women employees. One of its other areas of work was women in tertiary education.


The Committee is very much responsible for setting its own programme, but among its possible areas of work this year is work on contraception and abortion, rape and child-care facilities.


If you are interested in charing the Committee or even in just being a member of it please contact John Blincoe, President, NZUSA.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Students' Newspaper. Volume Number 39, Issue 5. March 29 [1976]

Interesting Part Time Job





Interesting Part Time Job


With free accommodation and a smallish salary.
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Youth Hostel Manager (Warden) Lower Hutt.


Responsible person, or possibly couple, to book in hostellers, assign communal jobs, enforce hostel rules etc for a 30 bed hostel visited by a few thousand young international travellers each year. Applicants must be able to be on duty 7am to 10am and also 5pm to 11pm, (5½ days a week).


For further details phone John 757182 (evenings).
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Lisztomania - Regent Theatre


In the beginning of the movie, it is very succinctly drawn to our attention that Franz Liszt's life is controlled by music and sex - the order is left unspecified. One could say that 'Lisztomania' is about just that: the relationship of the sprirtual with the physical, and it is done by dragging the former down to the level of the latter and by elevation in the opposite direction.


Such a composite presentation is a very blithe way of describing much of 20th century art, and in this movie that oh-so-serious question about the value of our life today becomes something of a serious joke.


Some people might think that Ken Russell gave us his best work before he started dabbling in this question, with Savage Messiah' and 'Women in Love', and even The Music Lovers'. But then those people must have very complacent theories about fact that deals with the past and would to 'Lisztomania' for eminently oblique reasons.


The film appears to function by a number of well-worn ideas: that music is emotion is sex; that Wagner's great opera inspired Nazi Germany; that romanticism in the 19th century performed a similar function to pop music today, that the cosmic way is the only way and it's all a question of mind into matter, it progresses only because chronologically it must.


I say appears, because if you accept this analysis you must think Ken Russell is the Colin Meads of the turned-on mind and like the audience when I was there use the interludes of serious music to reassure each other of this fact.


Although it is easy enough to reject blatancy, it is also easy to reject the circular there-is-no-answer routine, become smug by accepting it.


In fact, it is easy to become smug about Ken Russell. After all nobody can really carve a marble statue overnight, and neither can Ringo Starr really play the Pope with a Liverpool accent. But remember that the statue-carving was necessary to 'Savage Messiah', and that when a disguised Ringo says 'The Pope and I are very close,' it is Ringo talking and not the Pope: it's like watching excerpts from 'Help'


Kubrick used Ryan O'Neal and Marissa Berenson in a similar way in 'Barry Lyndon' and it works because it is funny. However, Roger Daltrey is not one of those idiots one can laugh at. He still looks like he's deaf, dumb and blind but unfortunately this time he talks.


If you liked 'Tommy', if you think Daltrey is just great, then you may like a phallic spectacular with lots of bright colours. The trouble is, this isn't the one to end them all, and it should be.


Of course, there is more to 'Lisztomania than that. Paul Nicholas (as Richard Wagner) is very good. Liszt swinging about on a chandelier whilst engaged almost naked in a swordfight, watched by his banana-eating mistress is fairly amusing. Russell's daughter playing Liszt s daughter (if you want to let it, it really does deep coming at you) looks positively 
[
unclear: dbvnish] with her voodoo doll.


And at the end, as Liszt pilots an organ/spaceship from Heaven to eliminate the made Wagner/Hitler, the screaming joy of righteous destruction of the women of his life who line the organ pipes changes to unbridled ecstacy which suddenly has nothing to do with Liszt, and he disappears into the animated horizon.


Rampant irony is not enough to sustain a movie, but left on the potentially far more stunning visual level, 'Lisztomania is disappointing. I stated at the beginning of this review that Russell was dabbling' that he does no more when he could so well is perhaps my biggest condemnation. I get the strong impression that he makes up for this by capitalizing on our knowledge that art is often not appreciated within its time. When it comes to that, we are all totally gullible and totally suspicious. Which is perhaps what Russell is saying anyway.


— 
Simon Wilson
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The Romantic English Woman


An important criteria of any work of art is its ability to mould the mood of its audience; to present a system of feeling and thinking that will be accepted despite any preliminary bias towards other systems. Some films are only to be enjoyed when one is in a particular mood, or when one possesses a particular view of life. Such films are inherently limited for 'art' should rise above such differences.


The 'Romantic Englishwoman' is one of those. Within its own terms of reference it is reasonably competent, but it fails to engage the audiences sympathy or even acceptance. Joseph Losey has tried to create droll 'English' humour - very slow moving, very very dry.


As the title suggests, the film is supposed to be the epitomy of the 'English temperament'. It is the story of a bored affluent English couple - Elizabeth (Glenda Jackson) and Lewis (Michael Caine).


Elizabeth escapes for a holiday to Baden-Baden and meets in the lift a failed drug-smuggler, Thomas (Helmut Berger). Lewis is very jealous, and his imagined version of this meeting is incorporated in the soppy screen play he happens to be writing. After Elizabeth's return, Thomas comes to stay on the strength of this casual meeting and a pretended admiration of Lewis's writing. Thomas is the world's most sophisticated bludger: Lewis allows him to stay for as long as he likes, out of what - ennui, sadism, masochism? (Apparently Joseph Losey thinks it is an important question, for he builds a lot of the film around it.)


Eventually Elizabeth runs off with Thomas (he is the symbol of her desire for freedom). In typical gangster film style we have several sequences of sports cars on winding Italian roads, as Thomas is chased by his heroin cronies, who for the sake of ending the film, want to kill him. But not before a last noble gesture that leaves Lewis and Elizabeth back together and Thomas knocked off for his pains. There is a final shot in which Thomas throws his brief case from the hotel balcony to Elizabeth waiting below. God knows why!


The film invites comparison between itself and the deliberately soppy screenplay Lewis is writing. Unfortunately this cuts a bit close to the bone. Gerry Fisher's photography is very beautiful, but very shallow, the scenes of bored, affluent life certainly convey the boredom well. And the melodramatic heroin smuggling) is a bit hard to take, especially as it is obviously tacked on to enliven things up a bit.


Occasionally however, the 'dry English humour', which in the absence of anything else I presume the film is about, does come across. There is one beautiful moment when Lewis and Elizabeth are busy screwing in their backyard at ten at night when their next-door neighbour rolls up in his jag and strolls over unconcernedly to make cocktail party conversation.


This film also aspires to social comment. The title comes from Thomas' description of women in lonely hotels who payed for young men to sleep with them - the most romantic he says, was an Englishwoman - 'All she wanted was everything!'. And there are many more inserts about Elizabeth's social and sexual oppression. 'Are you discontented?', her husband asks her: 'I would be', she replies, 'if only I felt I had the right.' Don't get me wrong - I m not saying she's not bored and oppressed. And in some places, Thomas Wiseman and Tom Stoppard's screenplay conveys this well. But generally the message is presented in such a corny heavy-handed way that it is ineffective. The film also feels bound to comment on the decadence of Lewis and Elizabeth's life style. Thomas says that it's not he who should be grateful to them but they who should be grateful for what they've got. Which is all very true, but I'm afraid made me yawn rather than sigh sympathetically.


Art means communication, and that means both having something to say and being able to say it. The Romantic Englishwoman' may have something to say, but it rather falls down on the saying part.


— 
Gerard Couper
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'One Day in the life of Ivan Denisovich'


The film accurately reproduces the story of the book - Ivan Denisovich is a prisoner in a Siberian labour-camp, and this is a typical day in his life. It begins at reveille before dawn, in intense cold and darkness.


There is a contrast with the brightly lit warm room of the sick bay, where Ivan Denisovich unsuccessfully tries to report ill. 'How can you expect a man who's warm to understand one who's cold?'


The sun rises as the prisoners march out to work, and now the contrast is reversed. Outside is the glaring light and inside the shelter is dark. The days work begins with its frustrations and humiliations, and gradually we learn what survival depends on in this place.


In some ways the film improves on the book. The atmosphere of the camp, the cold and the changing light, is more easily shown in the film. The strength of the film lies in these pictorial sequences where the men are anonymous - the long lines of people marching through the snow as the sun rises and sets, and working in the peculiar Arctic light.


After this the minute personal feelings of Ivan Denisovich and his fellow prisoners - which the book centred around - seem insignificant. The numerous little conflicts and rivalries, among the prisoners and between prisoners and guards seemed peripheral to the main action of the film.


Not enough attention is paid to characterisation. Apart from Ivan Denisovich himself (played by Tom Courtenay) no other real characters emerge until near the end of the film, and even these are often cliched and badly acted - like the two Muskovites who discuss current cinema and accumulate luxuries for themselves


These two characters must have appeared in every film ever made about a prison camp. This really annoyed me. I was curious to know more about some of these individuals and why they behaved as they did, and this aspect of the film was really unconvincing.


It was badly translated, so that when anyone did speak they sounded false. And there was a strange mixture of accents among them - some 'Russian', some English. Instead of the characters speaking for themselves, we had Ivan Denisovich's voice as a narration explaining why things are as they are, which is less satisfactory


— 
James Robb
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Union Film Preview



Dirty Harry


(Memorial Theatre Wed. March 3, 2.15pm).


Directed by Don Siegel.


Clint Eastwood stars as Inspector Harry Callahan.


The omni-competent Callahan is a fascist and the film plays on every middle-American prejudice about the young, the Supreme Court, the state of the cities, permissiveness and so forth.


In 1971 together with The French Connection this immediately successful film began a wave of police films. But Dirty Harry' should not be seen as just one of those cop films. Sight and Sound Magazine says it this way: 'So far one minor masterpiece (Dirty Harry) and a couple of highly diverting entertainments have emerged from what could prove to be less a valuable genre than a repetitive cycle, in which gimmickry is substituted for innovation, thudding over emphasis for depth, pastiche for style'.
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Creeley — Poetry Lives




The American poet, 
Robert Creeley, was in Wellington for a few days before his public reading at Downstage on the evening of Sunday. March 21. Salient reporters, Anne French and Lindy Cassidy went to interview him on Sunday afternoon.




You've been billed as a 'Black Mountain Poet'. Can you explain what that is exactly?


For the background to the college, check out a book by Martin Dikeman, called Black Mountain An Experimental Community.... It closed in '56. In 54 I edited a magazine called the Black Mountain Review, that was sponsored by the college. And really most parts of it are quite separate from the college, in the sense that most of the writers coming together were not necessarily involved with the college.



So was it a school of poets?


It was poets that really followed Charles Olsen's directives, his conceptual interests and his sense of prosody. Also there were poets that were primarily coming from the so-called Williams/Pound tradition, and that probably brings them together more than Olsen. Oslen was the great thinker - an incredible person.



You have said that you were influenced by jazz singers such as Charlie Parker and Anita O'Dea. Could you outline in what ways?


It's the phrasing, the pacing. I was always fascinated by listening to the pacing. Particularly the use of solo instruments, like Charlie Parker's phrasing of a melodic pattern. I wanted something very simple, something I could actually hear. Charlie Parker's phrasing within that pattern would change entirely the experience of hearing that as a sequence of notes. The stress and beat of the words was being used as an element in the statement.



How do you do that in a poem?


You just write down the words and indicate the means: you give a typographical pattern which helps emphasize the pace you want; like you give spaces if you want people to go slow, or put impedence in the words, or bunch the words together if you want them to go fast.



What writers do you think have influenced your style?


The Bible - I like that kind of resonance of Old Testament language. I particularly like some of early Elizabethans, like Herrick and Campian and Wyatt (he's got beautiful rhythms) and Marlowe. I didn't like Jonson as much as I thought I would.



What about American poets?


Oh, Whitman, Ezra Pound. William Carlos Williams. Coleridge was terrific but he was not American. Blake I came to very late. I'll be at an age soon when Blake's ways of qualifying the situation will be very interesting.



What about New Zealand poets?


Alan Loney I found extraordinary. A very articulate poet and craftsman. Then a beautiful humanist like Barry Southam. Alan Loney's sense of measure and source in writing are in a sense mine. Alan I feel closest to as a poet. He was a drummer, dig it. When you start talking about the beat there's no confusion whatsoever. He knows there's an absolutely physical situation in time. So does Barry Southam. There are poets too I've read but not yet met, like Russell Haley.



Most of us are familiar with your poetry up until 1965. What sort of poetry are you writing now?


I've been writing poetry and prose, and it seems to be a graph of reality as it seems now to be, to keep sending, to check out kinds of emotional patterns, relationships, feelings of places and times. I do not have the pretention to tell you what I'm saying. I say these things and my presumption is that you as reader will take away what is significant. It's a very different sense of communicating. Communion's what matters. I love to commune with poems. Reading and writing are the experience of these cognitive possibilities, what they say matters surprisingly little.



Do you see poetry as a dead medium?


Oh no, poetry lives. I guess what one is always bucking is the particular definition of its existing at any point in social time, and how poetry thus is involved in a common social life. We've so abstracted ourselves from the experience of our own words that there's an incredible proliferation of modes of retrieval - and then there's the unknown man who actually made love to his xerox machine and duplicated that.


So the proliferation of language means that the ways we experience language are significantly altered. So you're not like an oral tradition where you're carrying the mores and social habits by virtue of the poetry, as with Homer's texts. But with a literary tradition, obviously poetry is going to have a laudified situation, it's not going to be a different act, just a different transmission. I don't feel that it's anachronistic, but the definitions of it have become very restricting. There'd be no real contest as to whether Bob Dylan is a poet. Well, any poet in the world can tell you he's a poet, whether you include him in a university course or not.



Literary criticism, you have said, is naive and inarticulate. At university we're conned into believing it has something to say.


Well, it does, I just wish it would get its act together a little more completely! The critical ways of measuring a piece of poetry or prose are really very inarticulate. They either repeat the story like you're back in fourth grade or something, - you tell the story and then you tell whether you liked it.


But critics don't do that, they just say 'It's awful', not that they thought it was awful. They're purveyors of a taste, you dig. Like you look in the magazines to see what the styles are this fall - they're doing the same trip. By and large they're hustlers, leaning on the poet, being dragged along like some national event. The readers are the great people, who really love reading. Obviously a writer lives for him Critics are impeding the situation, putting all these false dimensions on the situation. I dislike some of them in fact I hate some of them.



Some people might say - Why aren't you writing sonnets, why aren't you using Keatsian adjectives...


I didn't know any. Those modes of saying things I dearly love, but I felt they were physically and socially inappropriate - I couldn't use them with any grace. So I tried to discover what would feel good, comfortable - doing it the other way I always felt phoney, pretentious, inacurate to the feeling.


I don't particularly like the place you arrive in a sonnet, a conclusion so systematised in structure. The two great sonneters were E.E. Cummings and Ted Berrigan. The kinds of sonnets I do like are those which end but you're not sure if you're really there.



What's your image of yourself as a poet?


I like myself - it really helps. I think being a teacher gave me a kind of simple social confidence. When you're travelling primarily alone and you think you're full of shit, obviously it's not going to be of any use to you - 'Gee, they'll hate me tonight'.



Why do you think people read your poems?


Not because people have told them to, like teachers. There s one kind of emotional factual circumstance, especially in the earlier poems, which has to do with the particular situation in which one is human. A friend of mine found that 'For Love' became an absolute vocabulary for his own feelings, he found that this text became dear to him as an emotional register of his own person But you see, I don't write about things the way Lovell does.



When I read your poetry I can't articulate what I get from it but I find I'm sharing in an emotion.


You can say 'What's that tree doing there?' - 'Well, it's planted for shade'. That's a sufficient answer, but it's no way to do with what's happening.
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'Get Stuffed'



The Great Wall Cafe




[image: Victorian artwork of a dinner scene featuring two people, hen and rooster fighting and a cherub]


The Great Wall Cafe occupies a place in student folklore. For those determined to prove that downward social mobility is a reality, it is a must.


It is the cheapest place in town that is not subsidized by grog or something else. It offers a small menu of perhaps a dozen Chinese style dishes in a menu that can only be described as 'soiled'! It matches the shop.


We chose two dishes:



Sweet and Sour Pork ($1.30) - small pork slices in batter under a pile of cabbage, silver beet cauli, and pineapple.


Chicken, Tomatoes and Rice ($1.20) - tomatoes sliced, frozen peas, chicken and boiled rice.



Both dishes were ready in a short time, and since table service is for some customers only, you collect the stuff from the counter. Pink plastic chopsticks were on request.


The servings themselves were small compared with other Chinese restaurants, but the prices are 30 - 40 cents cheaper too. The sweet and sour pork dish is to be avoided unless you love fish and chips and vinegar. The Great Wall has not mastered the sweet and sour scene as yet. The pork pieces were cooked in a basic fish and chip batter and the sauce itself was so vinegary that it may as well have been the New Zealand national dish. To make it worse the pieces were placed under the steaming vegies ensuring maximum sogginess. To top that dish off the cabbage that was the main ingredient of the top half tasted very bitter but here the vinegary sauce was an aid to the eating.


By way of contrast the Chicken and Tomato dish was a simple well cooked and tasty dish despite the frozen peas.



Service: Indifferent. No effort is exerted to serve at your table but it can be forced if you refuse to notice the food sitting on the counter. Tea and coffee the same. A pot is placed on the counter and a tea bag dropped in. Milk is available only straight from the bottle probably to make you feel at home.


To sum up the legend of cheap/good 'feed' did not come about. The food was not cheap if the quantities are taken into account. In fact they are more suitable to a light lunch size. The surrounding are dreary, the decor dirty. Frankly I was not impressed.






	
Name:

	
The Great Wall Cafe





	
Type:

	A limited selection of Chinese meals plus grills.





	
Where:

	Ghuznee Street - a couple of doors along from the 'Big Tex'





	
Ratings:

	** But if you do go, expect only a smallish meal. Avoid the sweet and sour pork.





	
Price:

	$1.00 - $1.30 Cheap, but portions small.








Key



	*****

	All things considered price/type of place etc. I would go again and encourage my friends to as well.





	****

	Enjoyed the meal - worth a look if you like that sort of thing.





	***

	Unmemorable or mediocre.





	**

	Remembered with specific complaints.





	*

	If you ask me avoid it.





— 
Robert Lithgow
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[image: let me help you make a little money go a whole lot further If you need a little help and advice on how tomake your money go you're at varsity, see Richard Starke at the Wellington Branch of the BNZ Richard knows the sort of money problems you're going to be involved with as a student and he 'II be pleased to give you all the assistance and advice that s possible Apart from the BNZ services like cheque and savings accounts, free automatic savings facility the Nationwide Account, travellers cheques and so on there are two particular BNZ services that a lot of students have found very useful. BNZ Educational Loans The great thing about these is their flexibility You can take one out for a few days, to tide you over a rough spot till the end of term, or you can borrow on the long term and plan things out over the years you re at varsity BNZ Consulting Service Free, helpful advice on practically any financial matter from people who understand money and how it works And just by the way, there's another good reason for banking with the Bank of New Zealand it s the only trading bank wholly owned by the people of New Zealand Call at the BNZ on campus office and fix up a time for a chat with Richard Starke or phone him direct at the BNZ Wellington Branch, Cnr. Lambton and Customhouse Quays Phone 725-099 ext 702 BANK OF NEW ZEALAND Wholly owned by the people of New Zealand]




[image: ANNUAL SPORTS DINNER April 30th Union Hall 7-00 Drinks 8-00 Dinner Don't forget to come to this function to sample the 'Bevens' food at its best and listen to scintillating witticisms of Glyn Tucker (former keeper of the STUD Book) and Bob Stuart (former All Black Captain 1948-52). THIS IS A FUNCTION THAT ALL GOURMETS AND SPORTS 'BODIES' CANNOT AFFORD TO MISS. Tickets available at Studass Office * $15 Double $9 Single.]
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That's Life by R. Crumb




[image: THAT'S LIFE A HOT SUMMER DAY IN THE "COLORED" SECTION OF CRYSTAL SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI IN THE YEAR 1931... R. CRUMS — 1975 PO-O] BOY — LO-ONG A WAY F'UM HO-OME... PO' BOY, LONG WAY F'UM HOME... MMM HMMM WHEN... AH LIKES TA NEAR YOU SINGHIN', TOMMY... SHO'S IS PRETTY! AM WISH YE WOULD JOIN DE CHURCH AH' SING LONG LIVE ME ON SUNDAY! US DON'T SEE EYE TO EYE ON DAT BUNCH OF GOSSIPINT MYPOCRITES, ESTHER!! YEAH, AH' ANUTKA THING US DON' SEE EYE TO EYE 'BOUT IS DIS WORK WHATS GOTTA GIT DONE 'ROUND HERE... YOU S'POSE T'BE MINOIN' THEM BABIES AN' WHERE IS DEY, WHILE YOU SITTIN' HERE PICKIN' DAT GITTAR, AH'... ...WHAT'S DIS!? MAH SPESHAL SECRET MEDICINE!! SHHEEIT... AN WARNT YOU 'BOUT GITTIN' INTA MAH SPIRITS, MISTAH!! AN'S GITTIN' TIRED D'YOU DRIVIN' ME, BITCH... AH KIN BEAT YOU PLENTY! HA! AH KIN WALLOP YER SKINNY U'L DL' BLACK ASS ANY DAY OB D'WEEK, HONEY CHILE... GRRR... WE SEE 'BOUT DAT, SWEET.!! AH'M A PEEZABLE WOMIN BUT NOW YO' IS GOT ME RILED... AH'LL RIP DE FLESH OFF YOU BONES, NIGGUH!! GUH! MMUPGHHRR. DOWLL... UGH GHASP GAG YOU FULK WID ME AH'LL MAKE YOU EAT ALL DE DIRT IN DE YARD, BITCH! AARNGH CRUNCH HEE HEE! AH'LL DO A HOP - SCOP ON YO' HAID 'FO' A LETS YOU SIT UP! SPLUT SPUTTER PTOO!! ALL DIS FUSSIN' AN' FIGHTIN' IS WEARYIN' ON ME... IT AIN' NO GOOD, ESTHER... ALLUS DISAGREEMENTS 'BOUT EVWA GODDAMN LI'L THING... DAT AIN' NO WAY TO LIVE! WHATCHOD DOIN', TOMMY? AM'S PACKIN' MAH SUITCASE DAT'S WHUT AH'M DOIN! IF EVVA A MAN NEEDED KILLIN', YOU DOES, TOMMY GRADY... YOU KAD BEST BE DUTA RANGE FO' I GETS DIS PISTOL LOADED!! WUH OH! WHO SONNA HE'P ME BRING UP DESE CHILLUNS?!? BAM BLAM BAM AH'LL HEAD UP TO TERRY... MERSE THAT BROWN GAL LEONA TAKE ME IN... SHE LIKE MAH PLAYIN', AM REMEMBER... MEBBE AH'LL BO ALL DE WAY TO JACASON... GOT PLENTY O'FRIENDS UP DERE... AM KIN GIT MORE MUSIC GOIN' UP DEGRE TOO... ATER THAT AFTERNOON CAINT GO DOWN DAT DIRT ROAD BY MAHSEEX... MMMM ALL BY MANSEFF... CHUG CHUG CHUG MM HUM HMM CHUG CHUG CHUG CHUG HEY TOMMY MAAL... WHATCHOD DOIN' OUT WERE SEMN' BY DE ROAD LAK DAT? 'LD WILLIE... 'LD RED... CHUG CHUG CHUG AH, M ON MUH WAY UP TO TERRY... WULL GIT IN ...WE TAKE YOU FAR AS DIS DL' HUNK O' TIN'LL GO... HAW HAW! HAW HAW MUCH OBLIGE, WILLIE... CHUG CHUG CHUG HE'P Y'SE'F TO SOME O' DAT FRIED FISH BACK DERE... HOPE DIS FLIVVER MAKE IT TO MEMPHIS... RED 'N' ME GOT A IMPORT'N JOB UP HERE! WE GONE BE ON A REKKID, TOMMY... YOU KNOW DL' MAN HARTLEY AT DE MUSIC STO' IN JACKSON? HE GITTIN' US DIS JOB PLAYIN' BLUES FO' ONE O' DESE BIG-TIME REKKIED OUTHTS!! YEP! MUNCH CHOMP TO BE CONTINUED]
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FORUM TO DISCUSS THE ISSUES AND DECIDE ON
ACTION
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ROCKEFELLER FORUM

Hear David Tripe. Rob Campbell and others
speak about this remarkable man

Thursday 12 noon. Union Hall
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DOWNSTAGE

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WANDA JUNE.
By Kurt Vonnegut.

A satire on Modem Day America,

Opening Tuesday, 30, March

Bookings now open

Student Concessions Available.

Reservations : Phone 849.639.

With the support of Queen Flizabeth II Arts Council
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