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Academic colonialism NZ style


New Zealand academics teaching at the University of the South Pacific are to be regarded as 'more equal' than their locally recruited counterparts. The Council of the University has proposed that the New Zealand Government give "supplementation" benefits to New Zealand teachers at the University, which will lift their salaries above those of staff from local areas.


The proposal has been attacked by S.K. Tupouniua, President of the Association of the USP staff. He says the council's proposal derived from "inappropriate recommendations based on inaccurate information provided.... by our University administration which is presently run by New Zealanders'. All top decision making posts at the University are held by New Zealanders (who number only 14 out of the total staff of about 100). "Such strong neo-colonial dependence in 1974 is not to New Zealand's credit," says Tupouniua.


"We do not welcome New Zealand academics who come to exploit the needs and fill their pockets with supplementary benefits, demonstrating discrimination to our students who shall become leaders of the Pacific Island nations," he said.


Jim Crichton, for NZUSA. has also strenuously opposed the supplementation proposal. "What it means." he said, "is that New Zealand academics will receive more remuneration than their South Pacific collegaues for the same jobs simply because they are New Zealanders."


One reason for the proposal is that the University wants to attract staff of the highest academic standards. But the correlation between high academic standards and high pay is tenuous just look at the highly paid staff at Victoria University for example.


The challenge of working in a new university has already attracted some academics to the USP and should continue to do so.


However, if the university administrators at USP feel that higher salaries are needed to attract staff, it should demand increases for all staff regardless of nationality. It the current wage freeze in Fiji is preventing increases, then it should agitate to break the freeze, or accept that low salaries are better than discriminatory salaries.


If the New Zealand government does accept the proposals it will be a clear-cut example of New Zealand's colonialist attitude towards the South Pacific.




[image: Administrators leading the Queen and King of Tonga into the University of the South Pacific to perform the first graduation ceremony in 1971.]

Administrators leading the Queen and King of Tonga into the University of the South Pacific to perform the first graduation ceremony in 1971.












Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Student Newspaper. Volume 37, Number 8. April 24 1972

Violence in the Student Union




Violence in the Student Union




[image: The Shrine Defiled]
The Shrine Defiled




A 'shindig' organised by a student group held in the Union Hall on Saturday night ended in shambles. Beer cans were thrown over the floor, free-for-all fights broke out, and more were threatened. The evening's entertainment apparently wasn't good enough for students and the bikies and other assorted youths who had come up to the dance thirsty for adventure. Amidst the confusion, Graeme Jordan got his shirt ripped breaking up a fight and called the cops. The hall was soon cleared.


Several people were slightly bruised, damage was done to clothing, and 
[
unclear: wreck e] in the building included a broken sink 
[
unclear: a] mirror in the men's toilet and a couple 
[
unclear: o] broken windows. A few bottles of beer got past the vigilant eyes of the doormen. These were later broken and soon stood on — blood was spattered over the the floor of the Union Hall. Various drunks couldn't find the toilets and urinated in corridors and dark corners.


This wasn't the first time the police have been called in this year. On two previous occasions they have come in to prevent fights in the Union Hall. They have also been called in to search the building in response to bomb hoaxes.


'No cops on campus' is a principle to be preserved if at all possible. But it looks like being set aside with the present trend towards more violence on campus. In previous years violence and drunkenness has been mainly confined to sports club functions and the like. Now Union functions are attracting people from within and beyond the university to whom violence is commonplace.


The question of having more social functions, stein evenings etc, was raised at the election forum in the Union Hall. John McDonald, standing for President on what he called a 'social' platform, wants to foster the organising of more such functions, conducive no doubt to attaining that state of "alcoholic bliss', so dear to the hearts and minds of the "silent majority'.


The same sort of mentality oozed through the ideas raised by members of the newly-formed Capping Committee at the Exec, meeting on Monday night. Suggestions included a 'Chunder Mile' at Kelburn Park, a Beer Festival, etc. One member suggested quite seriously, "what's wrong with a bit of a smash?"


McDonald would have us believe that 'the silent majority' wants most of all an active student life on campus. The sort of active life suggested, it would appear, floats on a sea of grog. If this is the trend, perhaps it would be best for the University and everybody else if the 'silent majority' remained silent.
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Rags for kindly trainees?




Salaries of kindergarten teachers-in-training are lower than the unemployment benefit. Trainees are having grave difficulty surviving their courses because of financial hardship.



How has this situation arisen? Is it because of discrimination against the students because the huge majority of them are female? Or is it the negligent incompetence of the Education Department?


On entering Kindergarten Teachers College in return for a two-year bond, kindergarten teachers-in-training receive on average no more than $25 per week.


Living costs use up at least $20 per week of this "salary". The cost of board in a student hostel in Wellington is between $18 and $20 per week.


The students are left with less than $5 per week after paying their basic living costs. From this they must pay for teaching aids, college activities, material for college courses and fees, in all amounting to over $200 a year. If there was any money left over it would be spent on-necessities like clothing and toiletries.


If the trainees were paid a living wage they could rightly be expected to pay for all these things out of their own pocket —as other teachers in training do. But many kindergarten student-teachers are forced to undertake secondary employment not only on week nights but also during the weekend simply so they can afford to live.


Many kindergarten-teachers-in-training have to accept loans (which they know they will never be able to repay) from their parents in order to train for their chosen profession.


A survey carried out in 1973 by the Student Teachers Association showed the following startling results:



As a direct result of inadequate income:


	30% missed meals

	48% are inadequately housed

	78% delay seeking medical and dental treatment

	86% cannot afford to dress "respectably"

	42% cannot pursue university and polytech extension courses

	31% are forced to undertake secondary employment during the week.






[image: Is dis a system?]



For the last eighteen months the Minister of Education (the Hon P.A. Amos) has assured the Student Teachers Association of NZ of his awareness of the problem and his concern about it.



It is a pity that such ministerial assurances of awareness and concern no longer indicate any action.


Even more disappointing coming from the man who in August 1969 said:


that "Education should be accorded a much higher priority in the affairs of the State than it enjoys at present". 
(Evening Post 26.8.1969)


In November 1971 the Committee of Inquiry into Pre-School Education (the Hill Committee) made recommendations to the Minister of Education.


If these had been implemented during the intervening period to the present day (two years and five months) the financial difficulties faced by Kindergarten teachers-in-training would no longer exist.


The 1972 Labour Party Manifesto stated: "The education of pre-school teachers.... will be radically expanded" and "adequate remuneration will be offered to all full-time pre-school teachers".


Many pre-school teachers in service receive a lower salary than some primary teachers college students.


There are policemen who pay more in tax than most kindergarten teachers receive as their salaries, yet a good kindergarten teacher who prepares say 40 children for school, does more in the fight against crime than any dozen policemen.
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Taking EDC seriously


The aim of the Educational Development Conference is to arrive at educational policies based on the needs that the New Zealand people feel exist. This, at least, was the idea the Minister of Education had in mind when he announced early in 1973 that such a conference would be held.


At that time three working parties were preparing reports on:



	a)
	aims and objectives of education


	b)
	improving learning and teaching


	c)
	organisation and administration of education.




The EDC has been organised by the Advisory Council on Educational Planning (ACEP)'


The first phase was to set up discussion groups. Numerous groups from all parts of the country registered with the conference. The groups were invited to present summaries of their meetings and submissions to ACEP who in turn filed the individual reports and collated the various suggestions into regional summaries.


The second phase, which is now in operation, involves area seminars. The working party reports mentioned above are to be among the basic documents for discussion at these meetings which are going on throughout April and May. The reports from these seminars will also reach ACEP.


They will then compile a public report advising the Government on the directives it should perhaps take in order to improve education in New Zealand.


Although the EDC may seem to be a liberal but futile effort and perhaps with good grounds (I was told by one of the ogranisers that a large majority of discussion groups consisted of middle-class rather than working-class people), it still would pay to make an effort to affect the decisions by participating.


The ways in which people may participate are 1) by making submissions to ACEP or the Minister of Education, and 2) by attending regional seminars. There is one running from May 10—11 at the Victoria University lecture block. Registration forms are available in the Studass Office.


If those wishing to make submissions either as individuals or groups could leave me a copy by handing it in to the Studass Office it would be very much appreciated. The reason is that the NZUSA Education Officer Graeme Clarke wishes to ascertain the effect of the ideas of university students on the final ACEP report.




Mike Dew

(VUWSA Education Officer)
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A Contribution from the "Christian Union"





[image: Photo of Michael Griffiths]


When people are not complaining that life is dull then they are always wishing it was. This is because when life seems dull it is because there is nothing to do and when there is something to do it invariably proves too much for us. Consequently we are always on the lookout (in the boring moments) for someone or preferably something to occupy us that seems impossible and is therefore fascinating and yet is not impossible but within our capabilities and therefore engrossing. Since we all of us at some stage or other dream the impossible dream there is no doubt — therefore — some way to realise it.


Now what does this mean for us in life who are eminently practical and for whom even the impossible should be imminently realisable? It means the chance in the next eight days to come to know and love (since to know the truth is to love the truth) Mr Michael Griffiths.


Born Cardiff, 1928 (which makes him 25 years older and hopefully wiser than the average 20-year-old student). This man is one whose life speaks and to meet him face to face is to know what his life is saying; for we all of us, as we live by the choices we make, shape OUR lives into some sort of order.


The socially accepted orders of this man's life are his four children and his wife, Valerie, who has an Oxford degree in Theology. He is a Christian and committed to writing various booklets; "Consistent Christianity" "Give Up Your Small Ambitions", 'Take Off Your Shoes"... as well as being a top-flight wanderer for the Lord from Cambridge to Scotland to Ireland to Japan to Europe again to the United State, Canada, South Africa, Australia and us (i.e. NZ, though some say the initials almost mean the same nowadays), then the United Kingdom and the Far East.


But the truth will be written in his life and to see if this man is great in the kingdom of God — to see whether as Jesus hoped he actually does live up to what he preaches. So come along all you dreamers and screamers, fliers and failures, Christians and janitors, come and hear, see assess, love, clean up after Mike Griffiths when he speaks in the Student Union Building from April 29 — May.


"You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?" Matthew 7:1 7. Jesus (paraphrased).
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faculties lost?


There seems to be a general lack of commitment among students towards their courses in the Faculty of Languages and Literature.


Is this due to the content of these courses or the way in which they are approached? Do students consider the literature they are studying is meaningful? How much is their approach to the course determined by the lecture situation? Is the lecture a negative or a positive force?


Are these the forces that are preventing student "involvement" or are students just lazy and anti-work? The student reps on the Faculty of Languages and Literature are seeking answers to these questions. If you are in this faculty we want your opinions!






	Austin Guise

	Phone

	759816





	Linda Hardy

	

	699376





	John Ryall

	

	86395 UH





	Pip Desmond

	

	46797
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[image: Living on a tight budget is no bed of roses So if you need a little help or advice on money matters while you're at varsity, see Errol Hanna at the Wellington Branch of the BNZ Errol knows the sort of money problems you're going to be involved with as a student and he'll be pleased to give you all the assistance and advice that's possible. Just apart from BNZ services like cheque and savings accounts, travellers' cheques, and so on, there are two particular BNZ services that a lot of students have found very useful. BNZ Educational Loans The great thing about these is their flexibility You can take one out for a few days, to tide you over a rough spot till the end of term, or you can borrow on the long-term, and plan things out over the years you're at varsity BNZ Consulting Service Free, helpful advice on practically any financial matter, from people who understand money and how it works And just by the way, there's another good reason for banking with the Bank of New Zealand—it's the only trading bank wholly owned by the people of New Zealand Call at the BNZ on-campus office and fix up a time for a chat with Errol Hanna or phone him direct at BNZ Wellington Branch. Cnr Lambton and Customhouse Quays, phone 44-070 Ext 823. Bank of new ZELAND]




[image: Pioneer coffee lounge above Wardells Willis Street Specialising in morning and afternoon tees Try our hot lunch and tea meals Relax Micist Our Old World Decor Open: Mon to Thurs 10a.m to 8pm. Friday open to 12pm.]
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Editorial


Not so gay




[image: Three past das Salient]


Last week's front cover on the Gay Liberation Conference raised a few eyebrows, for a number of different reasons. Since we have an 'in-depth' article this week on the same topic, perhaps it is timely to set down a few of my thoughts on the topic.


People often wonder where Salient stands on any particular topic, and may have noticed an absence of any clear 'line' in last week's article on gays. Sometimes Salient has no particular line to push of course, being the product of an uncomfortable marriage between a 'student newspaper' (whatever that means) and a 'vehicle for left-wing propaganda' (as many describe it).


I support the gay movement primarily as I am inclined to support most individuals or groups that are repressed, discriminated against, or otherwise abused by this bourgeois-value-dominated society. The way that the law directly and indirectly makes homo- and trans-sexuals suffer is grossly unjust. The way the law is enforced — erratically, sometimes brutally, always ignorantly — by the police, is intolerable. It is one of the ugly contradictions of capitalist society that it superficially encourages freedom of belief, behaviour and expression, whereas in reality the blind prejudices of the bourgeois state and its police force are brought brutally to bear on those who disagree with it, e.g. protestors, and on those whose lives have already been made hell because of the society's values e.g. "criminals", mental patients, gays. That is another reason Salient will give prominence to the gays' struggle. While never forgetting that for the gays themselves the issue is one of survival and reasonable enjoyment of life, they are, like it or not, a case study of the unfortunate results of the system we all live in.


In this context I include some criticisms of the 'Gay Liberation Front' — for instance about the way they have distorted language in their name alone. They have devalued the original meaning of 'gay'. They have hopped on the 'Liberation' bandwagon thereby cheapening the name of liberation movements fighting off the shackles of class, race, or imperialism. They are certainly not a 'front' in the same sense as the National Liberation Front in Vietnam, to name one of many.


I suspect that many features of the Gay Liberation Front, like their language, derive from the liberal elements of the United States bourgeoisie. Another Yankee inspired 'political' group — the 'Young Socialists' (which also chose a name and proceeded to devalue its meaning) has had some influence on the GLF and has taken up their cause. Typically, they concentrate on an issue, ignore its cause and lose all sight of wider priorities.




[image: Photo of two people kissing]


Gays are a product of social relations under capitalism. The chaotic, capitalist mode of production is styled 'free enterprise' but there's nothing free about it. Capitalist enterprises tend to fight for monopoly control, creating some winners but considerably more closers. The education system is no different — few of those who make it through come out unscathed. The sort of social relations produced by the money and private property dominated, unplanned capitalist economy lead to alienation, crime (as defined by those in control), communication failure, and, of course, sexual inhibition and disorientation.


Many gays will probably deny this, but I believe-there is little to recommend 'gayness' as a way of life in any long term sense. I'm by no means saying that gays should hide or suppress their feelings. If you're "gay' well sure, make the best of it and fight repression from the bourgeoisie, but to spread the idea that we're all potentially bisexual and to give the illusion that the gay life is the good life is questionable, to say the least. 'Gay Liberation' will undoubtedly help gays to cope with their problems but will do nothing to remove the causes of 'gayness' and oppression.


Sexual liberation, whether homosexual or heterosexual, is all very well but is not liberation in the real sense of the word — it does nothing to remove the oppression created by the inequalities of control of the means of production. It does nothing to rectify the inequalities in the distribution of wealth or the decision-making in society. There's no class content in Gay Liberation. It is a legitimate, but self-centred and short-sighted 'liberation'.


In a planned, socialist economy, people will undoubtedly enjoy their sexuality but the focus of life is not private sexuality but serving the people and working for mass social improvement. Engels had in mind heterosexual relations when he wrote:


"What we can conjecture at present about the regulation of sex relationships after the impending effacement of capitalist production is, in the main, of a negative character, limited mostly to what will vanish. But what will be added? That will be settled after a new generation has grown up: a generation of men who never in all their lives have had occasion to purchase a woman's surrender either with money or with any other means of social power, and of women who have never been obliged to surrender to any man out of any consideration other than that of real love, or to refrain from giving themselves to their beloved for fear of the economic consequences. Once such people appear, they will not care a rap about what we today think they should do. They will establish their own practice and their own public opinion, conformable therewith, on the practice of each individual — and that's the end of it."
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Salient Notes


Another torrid week for the Salient workers, i.e. students. What with election forums, and having to decide to vote Hooper or Hooper, the pressure was almost too much. Paranoically peering out the door lest the red peril poured in, only to find out that the red peril was us all along! Too much! Then of course there was the general wage order — no joy for students in that, what! Have to put us all on cost of living bursaries. Come out in your thousands next week, servile masses arise, arise! It'll be good to see the great layers and segments of students mobilising again.


Stirring this week in the Salient propaganda factory were: Ahfo Wong, Richard Best, Margot Bourke, Gordon Campbell, Graeme Collins, David Cunningham, Mark Derby, Colin Feslier, Peter Franks, Grub, Austin Guise, Christine Haggart, Stephen Hall. John Henderson, Paul Jackman, Kaye X. Allison Mackay, Patrick O'Hagan, Marty Pilott, Bruce Robinson, David Rutherford, Graeme Simpson, Brendan Smith, Claire Smith, David Waghorn, Lloyd Weeber, Audrey Young.


The editor is Roger Steele who is still waiting for Big Norm to ring.



Salient Office: Middle Floor, Student Union Building. Phone 70-319.



Advertising Manager: Chris MacKay (Home phone: 64-698).



Published by Victoria University of Wellington Students' Association, Private Bag, Wellington and 
printed by Wanganui Newspapers Ltd, Drews Avenue, Wanganui.
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[image: Learning to drive? INQUIRE ABOUT OUR BIG STUDENT DISCOUNT * CAR FITTED WITH SYNCHRONOUS DUAL CONTROLS * MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT CERTIFICATED INSTRUCTOR * PICK-UP AND FINISH AT VUW IF REQUIRED PHONE 552-731 ANYTIME.]




[image: SALIENT APRIL 24. PAGE THREE JUST ARRIVED 27th Series of AT PLUS:— —Journey to Ixtlan (paperback) — P O Beyond Yes & No —Twentieth Century Book of the Dead —Liberation Ethics —Shelter PLUS plus plus ....]
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Landlady berserk in Easter eviction



by Roger Cruikshank




The Tenants Protection Association was called to a house at Taranaki Street on the Saturday during Easter. The landlady and some assistants had taken all the belongings of the tenants and dumped them on the veranda and the front lawn of the house. Under the watchful eye of two constables they had carried a pregnant girl, one of the tenants, and put her on the street.


The tenants were three and a half weeks behind in their rent, although they say they had tried twice in the last week to pay some of the money to the landlady who lives just round the corner in Hanky Street, but both times no-one had been home. The tenants had received no notice of any kind, and because of this the landlady's action was completely illegal.


When TPA members arrived, the house was barricaded by the landlady and her helpers — her brother and her 17-year-old son. They had moved in bedding and food in preparation for a seige, and jammed planks up against the doors. The tenants were standing outside. While a TPA solicitor, George Rosenberg, tried to talk to the people inside the house through a mail-hole in the front door and explain that the eviction was illegal, another member phoned the police.






Police reluctant


Police said that they had been present that afternoon, and that as the matter was a civil one, they were reluctant to get involved, and would intervene only in the case of a breach of the peace. It was pointed out to them that the landlady had to be told that she had acted illegally, and had to let the tenants return. Unless this was done the tenants and TPA would have no alternative but to break in and forcibly repossess the premises. When the police heard of this likely breach of the peace they sent a senior sergeant and three constables.
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After TPA's lawyer had talked to the police in the car the sergeant talked for over an hour to the people in the house, and later with the lawyer and the tenants. The landlady claimed she had acted on the advice of an Auckland lawyer whom she refused to name. She offered to put the young mother and her son into the (Salvation Army's) Florence Booth Home, but the tenants refused. She would not admit that the eviction had been illegal, nor allow the tenants to return.






Passionate love — Screams of pain


Finally, while some of the tenants and the lawyer stood talking to the landlady's brother in the front doorway, members of TPA forced their way in and immediately began to move the belongings back into the house, while the landlady and her brother scuffled with tenants in the hall. The landlady kicked one TPA member in the shins, and threatened one of the tenants with a broom.


She became more and more hysterical as a TPA member tried to keep her out of the way while the tenants shifted back in. She stroked and patted his arms and head and then, screaming "I'm not hitting you, I want to make love to you — passionate love!" she grabbed him by the hair and tried to pull him to the ground.


When she was pushed away she saw Hilary Watson taking photos from the veranda. The landlady pushed through the people in the hall and chased Hilary some thirty yards down the road, grabbed her by the hair, shoved her round and threw her onto the road. Only Hilary's screams of pain brought any response from the police who had sat in their car across the road the whole time; by the time they got there Hilary's friends had dragged the landlady off her, and the police led the landlady back to the house.






Son hurls abuse


After all the tenants belongings had been returned, it was possible to get a good look at the flat. There was effectively no hot water, because the gas pipe leading to the califont burst into flame whenever it was lit; there was no washing machine, no vacuum cleaner, the gas stove was so old and rusted that most of the elements did not go. It was impossible to tell what damage had been caused by the removal of the tenants and their belongings, and what had been there before this. The landlady's brother gave the tenants screws and a lock for the front door, because the old one had been removed, and went away.
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Police conferring with landlady. In the foreground, some of their ejected furniture.




Later in the night, the landlady's son returned to shout abuse at the tenants and a TPA member who had stayed with them, and smashed two glass panels in the front door. Although the police were called, they never came. The landlady's brother made a final appearance, refusing to look at the damage his nephew had done, instead saying his sister had chased "the girl" only after she had got in the first punch, and asking whether TPA would help the tenants clean up the flat, and what we would do with tenants who left dirty dishes lying around, or who had a rubbish tin in the kitchen.


Incidents like this are not common, but the peak to which feelings can rise between landlords and tenants, and the unreal situations they can produce, are fairly typical. Landlords feel that tenants who do not have the same values and standards as themselves do not qualify for all human and legal rights. "Have you seen the place? How can you say people who live like that have any rights? What would you do if tenants of yours treated a house like this?" And TPA must explain to them that even the lawmakers have given all tenants some small protection against arbitrary and immediate eviction and that, subjective issues like who is right or wrong aside, these tenants in particular will receive at least the protection the law offers, as well as any other kind of protection TPA can give.




[image: Tenant's child, bewildered by it all.]

Tenant's child, bewildered by it all.
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See China From an Armchair



by Peter Franks






The October Club is showing two of Felix Greene's series of films "One Man's China" in the Memorial Theatre on Wednesday, May 1 at 12 noon.





[image: Photo of Chinese workers]


Felix Greene is one of the best known western commentators on the People's Republic of China. Since the foundation of socialist China twenty-four years ago Greene has been writing articles and books and making films about the Chinese people's achievements in developing their country.


Some people may try to dismiss Felix Greene as a one-eyed propagandist who is completely uncritical of the Chinese government's policies. However they should bear in mind the following points.


Many of the American and European commentators who tried in the past to write of socialist developments in China as a failure have had to admit they were wrong, and some of them are now saying the same things about China that Greene has been telling the world for years.


Greene has an understanding of the country equaled by few foreigners. Many westerners have been to China and made films about the country. But some of them, like the Italian producer Antonioni, have done so merely to make snide jokes at the Chinese people's expense.


Therefore these films offer students an excellent opportunity to deepen their knowledge and understanding of life in People's China today.


The first of the two films is called "Self Reliance", and it looks at the many sided character of China's developing socialist industry. Self reliance does not mean a policy of isolation from the rest of the world or self sufficiency. As the Chinese Vice-Premier Teng Hasiao-Ping put it in a recent speech to the UN General Assembly's Special Session on the Problems of Raw Materials and Development:


"By self-reliance we mean that a country should mainly rely on the strength and wisdom of its own people, control its own economic life-lines, make full use of its own resources, strive hard to increase food production and develop its national economy step by step and in a planned way."


The film shows some of the way in which this policy is being carried out by the Chinese people. It shows a small "backyard" steel furnace and a small town workshop which makes tractors as examples of how the policy of self reliance is being applied at the local level. Production on such a small scale may not seem economically very "efficient" in western terms, says Greene, but that is not the criterion.






Strategic defence


In most developing countries industry is concentrated in a few centres while the rest of the country, and the great majority of the population, are left untouched. The Chinese however believe that industrial development should be spread right throughout the country so that the national economy can develop in a balanced way. Futhermore the development of industry in rural areas is an important means of preventing seasonal unemployment in the countryside and of breaking down the social and economic divisions between town and countryside. It also has strategic significance for the defence of the country.


The film also shows the development of heavy industry which is crucial in overcoming the legacy of thousands of years of poverty the result of feudal agricultural developments and foreign exploitation. Although China is still a poor country and a developing country it now produces enough oil for its domestic requirements, it is the biggest producer and exporter of textiles in the world, and it has become a exporter of food.


But the Chinese don't intend to simply copy the western capitalist world in its industrial development. For example the Chinese rely on railways, buses and push bikes as their main means of transportation because they have seen the bad effects of the "car culture". in the west.






Pollution


The Chinese have also become very conscious of the problem of pollution, and the film shows some of the ways in which they are trying to overcome it. Conservation of natural resources has always been an important part of the Chinese government's policy and after liberation in 1949 the Chinese embarked on a vast reafforestation programme. Last year's NZUSA delegation was particularly impressed by the number of trees they saw in urban areas.


One particularly interesting part of the policy of self reliance which the film brings out is the development of small neighbourhood workshops in the towns. Housewives, make up a large number of the workers in these workshops, and Greene shows house-wives making tiny integrated circuits for computers — work which is only done in a few highly developed laboratories in the west.






Friendship first competition second


The other film that will be shown is "Friendship first competition second" —the slogan which embodies the Chinese attitude towards sport and recreation. Most foreigners think of the Chinese as a very hard working people, says Greene. But they are not a solemn people, and this film shows that a wide variety of sports are played and enjoyed right throughout the country.


This film also deals with the performing arts, including revolutionary opera and ballet and traditional acrobatic skills. One important aspect of cultural developments in People's China is that they combine the artistic traditions of the past with the socialist policies of the present.


The Chinese place a big emphasis on understanding the history of their country. As was emphasised time and again to us last year, the Chinese have preserved ancient buildings and artifacts to show the accomplishments of the working people despite the oppression of emperors, feudalists, and foreign imperialists.


Most of the revolutionary operas and ballets, which are tremendously popular, also concentrate on the past — especially on the Chinese people's struggle against the landlords, the foreign imperialists and the Japanese invaders. The themes of these operas and ballets are designed not only to remind people of the past, but also to show how the Chinese revolution was organised and developed by the Communist Party through patient and selfless work among the people.


Felix Greene's films are some of the best documentaries currently available on life in the People's Republic of China, so don't miss seeing them. "Self Reliance" and "Friendship first competition second" will be shown in the Memorial Theatre at 12 noon on Wednesday May 1. There will be an entrance fee of 30c to help cover the cost of the purchase of the films.
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by David Cunningham


A chameleon-like demonstration was provided by the Rev. Michael Bordeaux, who spoke on "religion and communism" last Friday.


In the Union Hall he spoke as a scholar —impartial and objective.


Later in the "Catacombs" he spoke as a priest — with a dogmatism which led him to make assertions based on prejudice rather than evidence.


For instance in the Union Hall he was ever ready to admit gaps in his knowledge and total ignorance as to the situation in Albania, China, Cuba, North Vietnam, etc., but at the "Catacombs" would answer such questions, giving opinions, always of repressive minority regimes, until challenged by members of his audience. Of China, he said "religion was made illegal in 1966". But China has no codified body of law and in 1966 was in the throes of the cultural revolution. No such 
[
unclear: w] has ever existed.


The Union Hall meeting was attended by about 150 students and sponsored by the Protestant chaplains. Bordeaux, an Anglican Priest, and Director of the Centre for the Study of Religion and Communism, gave a brief outline of church-state relation' in the Soviet Union. He prefaced this by noting that many Christians knew nothing of Marx, other than "religion is the opium of the people". He put this in context pointing out that in Marx's time opiates were the major pain killing drugs. Marx was thus showing both the positive aspect of religion — that is relieves "pain", and the negative aspect — that it mystifies the true nature of social relationships.


At the "Catacombs" Bordeaux spoke to a near capacity audience, but instead of keeping to the subject he is obviously familiar with, Russian history, he was prepared to make comments on any so-called "communist" country. It was pointed out by members of the audience, in both meetings, that there are no communist countries and that a communist society is most unlikely to exist for many generations to come — a long period of socialist construction and transformation being necessary.


He justified this by saying it was common usage to call countries with Communist party leadership "Communist". He failed to note that it is common usage, not of those countries, but of people hostile to them.


The major part of his "Catacomb's" talk was a dramatisation of the interrogation of a 12-year-old school girl by an agent of the KGB (both parts were played by Bordeaux who rushed back and forth across the rostrum — 
[
unclear: t] Salient theatre critic unfortunately was not present.)


Bordeaux carries with him a small display of books, all of them hostile to socialism. When asked if this was indicative of hostility on his part, Bordeaux came to the 
[
unclear: punch] line of the whole sorry joke.


"I come from a socialist country — Britain. We lead the world in socialism. Look at our medical services....."




[image: Cartoon of a priest with crosses in their eyes]
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[image: WORKSHOP Movement is one mode of understanding within the total fabric of experience. A movement workshop is being held in the University Gymnasium. It is not planned as a workshop for movement experts but for those people who are interested in discovering and appreciating the body:— as an expressive instrument as an instrument of communication as an aesthetic tool as a piece of engineering Friday May 24, 7pm—11pm and Sunday May 26, 9.30 am—4.30 pm Enrol now at the Gym. Cost $1. Numbers restricted to 50. Lynda Rigler ph 70319 ext 77]
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The demise of the underground comic




What the Indecent Publications Tribunal is up to and why hasn't anyone done anything about it?






History and nature of the 'underground' comic


A loose definition of an underground comic would be: a comic that both in form and content, visually and linguistically, is not restricted by any convention of social taboo. They were originally associated with the underground press which evolved out of an ideal of 'no censorship'. These papers in the US opposed the war in Vietnam, supported soft and hallucinogenic drug use, minority groups, sexual freedom, women's liberation, and political anarchism.


As a result, what shines through the comic medium is the open-mindedness about human and artistic experience that was the spiritual core of the 'movement'. The most successful of the comic authors developed comic book or newspaper strips about stock characters in situations which were familiar to the lifestyle of the readers. Hence the vicarious interest in activities of Harold Hedd, Mr Natural and other heroes or anti-heroes of comic life.


Robert Crumb's work is both a product and critique of the alienation and materialism in US society. His fantasy characters exhibit traits we all reveal in our more extreme and sympathetic moments and it is this feature that gives them lasting literary—pictorial merit. Any shallow political posturing or counter-cultural myth-making is avoided by his deft treatment of the mental and emotional interaction of his characters


But what is lost in Human the Schuman and Mr Natural's endless questions-behind-answers is any critique of society. Crumbs strength as an artist means that he is unable or unwilling to view society as a whole in his comics and pinpoint the real causes of the failure of the US social system.




[image: I'm really gettin' pissed off!]
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Gilbert Shelton's original character was Wonder Warthog, a pig-like Superman, but he made his fame with the creation of the Furry Freak Brothers. This still-running strip concerns itself with the amoral and self-indulgent life of a trio of hippies. These characters transcend the restricted surroundings of their Bohemian existence with a reworking of old themes based on commonplace occurences. Lately however the series has lacked new ideas and has become a stereotyped repetition of 1960's drug and political themes.


Those comics attempting social realism while admirable in their satire of the American ruling classes rarely rise above a world-weary cynicism when portraying alternatives. Radical Rock and the Mountain are exceptions both portraying elements of idealistic communalism. The latter has an epic quality and ends with an implied warning of the fascistic tendencies of religious-based mass movements.


The former, despite, its adherence to the myth of youth power versus police power, is an excellent comic with some clean-cut portrayals of American negro life and a particularly discerning treatment of the older generation. This, the most politically developed of the comics to reach New Zealand, was banned because of a sexual sequence no more explicit than the line-drawings of a sex-manual. Or was it banned because of the politics?


The lack of self-censorship in the subjects of sex and violence is largely a reaction to the psychological repression of the 50's. The suppressed imagination of the authors of that period is released and provides the basis of the humorous qualities of the comics. The reader is amused and challenged by the revelation of activities pictorially which he could only deny the existence of in the past. Hence violence and explicitness are the central attractions of the comics. (S. Clay Wilson of Captain Guts fame represents this in the extreme).


The technique of exaggerating and exposing morbid fears is developed to the point where crudity becomes cathartic.


The varying merits of the comics depend on the success with which they can convincingly appeal to and hold the attention of a particular audience. We get the following broad categories:


	Horror: Skull NO's 1 —6, Tales of the Plague;

	Drug Experience: Mothers Oats, Armadillo, Dying Dolphin.

	Blood and Guts: Thrilling murder, Pulp, Subvert, Laugh in the dark.

	Political Entertainment: Radical Rock, Mountain, Doping Dan, Merton.

	Hip: Crumb, Shelton, Harold Hedd, Head.

	Fairy Tale: Little Green Dinosaur, Sick, Fantasy, Fanatgor.

	Sex: Armageddon, Young Lust.

	Women's Lib: It aint me babe, Tits and Clits, Wimmens Comix.

	Science Fiction: Junkwaffel, Slow Death, Amorkins.

	General Satire: Binky Brown, God Nose, Jesus and the armed services.




These categories are not exclusive, but in general the creative direction of each artist produces a comic suitable for its readers tastes.







The present state of the underground comic in the United States


Following a peak around 1970—1971 the production of comics in the US has suffered a decline. Reports from major distributors, and articles on the subject indicate that not only are a number of publishers on the verge of bankruptcy (November 1973) but a recent Supreme Court ruling on obscenity allowing local settings of standards has threatened future production. The decline in sales is largely a result of greater discernment among readers who now reject poorer quality comics. The decline in quality is a result of three factors: publication of arty talent, over confidence through initial strong sales of any comic and a desire on the part of some publishers to expand quickly by producing as large a range as possible. With the decline of the 'counter culture' comics have had to compete with other commerical products through normal retail channels. Their past success depended on the now defunct underground papers and now capitalist 'head' stores. Driven by changes in social circumstances the comic producers are forced to choose not just in terms of quality but in ideology. The writers have to choose between the hard road of opposition to bourgeois culture or a down-grading to further sex-ploitative mass-marketing.




[image: Your ears are too long! Get an eatcut or your're fired]







Decisions of the NZ Indecent Publications Tribunal


The Indecent Publications Act of 1963 defines indecent as : 'describing, depicting, expressing or otherwise dealing with matters of sex, horror, cruelty, or violence, in a manner that is injurious to the public good.' Also Section ii) 1)e) states it counts against the material in question if there is 'likelihood of the person(s) being corrupted by it.' And the notorious Catch 22 of comic book law which has been used in all four cases: — Section ii)3) 'When the Tribunal decides than any picture-story book likely to be read by children is indecent in the hands of children under a specified age that picture-story book shall be deemed to be indecent in the hands of all persons'. This was presumably slipped into the Act by someone influenced by the McCarthy era book 'Seduction of the Innocent' (Wertham) which deals with the corrupting effect of comics dealing with sex, crime and violence on children and which led to the institution of the US Comic Code.


This section gives the Tribunal complete control over comics. Not only can they specify the age down to that of a baby in whose hands it can be indecent, but the 'likely to be read by children' is interpreted as 'sold publicly'.




[image: I want you should stop wasting your time reading these cheap comic books!]


The mere fact of the comics existence is taken as a likelihood that it can be read by children, and hence bannable at the least indication of corruptive or injurious effect. In defense 'the Tribunal must take into consideration the dominant effect of the book, its literary or artistic merit, and honesty of purpose'. As honesty and artistic purpose is considered to be lost on children only the dominant effect has ever been taken into account.


Last December's decision is the best guide to the Tribunal's feelings on dominant effect. As well as wishing to protect children they show concern in this decision for the welfare of the 'semi-literate section of the adult population' who could be harmed. This liberal patronising attitude to those lacking the same education that the members of the Tribunal have gives an indication of where the Tribunal's ideological position is. The hypocrisy of the Indecent Publications Act is never shown more clearly. While the government legislates the less qualified into socially degrading roles it also generously protects them from any Kung-Fu or masturbatory fixations they may develop in response to their alienation.




[image: Ah! This bread-knife should do the trick!]


Young Lusts and Legion of Charlies (the Calley Manson allegory) were considered unfit for all readers because of undue emphasis on sex and violence.





Binky Brown meets the Virgin Mary, Motor City (one of Crumb's best and most political comics), Slow Death No 2. 'The Tribunal is of the opinion that children, adolescents, and the semi-literate are unlikely to grasp the meaning or purpose of the comics and are therefore likely merely to dwell on the images presented. The treatment of sex and violence where these occur are likely to have ill effects on children...'


It therefore becomes useless to argue before the Tribunal that a comic has dominant purpose or honest intent because they maintain such purpose and intent is above the comprehension of a child and therefore the child would become a voyeur and suffer lasting behavioural deformations. Any portrayal of sex or violence is ruled out because either it is too sopisticated and the child becomes a voyeur or otherwise the comic is at the child's level of comprehension and the offending sequences create an even more unfavourable impression (on the child?) Heads — the Tribunal wins, tails — the comics lose.


Doping Dan, Mother Oats, Merton of the Movement... while the Tribunal admits the sexual content is minimal, the Tribunal banned them on the following grounds. '.....however the crudity of language along with one or two frames depicting or suggesting sexual activity and some frames depicting the administration of drug dosages could have detrimental effects on the young.'


The Act says 'that is injurious'. The Tribunal has managed to cover all comics by slackening this definition to 'could have detrimental effect'. The Tribunal will ban comics which depict crude language, suggested sexual activity and administration of drugs. As long as the law stays as it is the Tribunal will suppress comics, but what the above analysis shows is that the Tribunal is not liberal in practice, it utilises what legal powers it has to provide the most sweeping practical powers for the suppression of any unorthodoxy in comics.


As a further indication of their establishment position a quote from their decision on Vampirella and Creepie comics (they were passed without restriction) proves illuminating — 'to the very young they would be meaningless' (you would expect that would encourage the young to "dwell on images presented") 'and on those in their developing years' (what about the semi-literates?) 'we do not think these particular publications would make any more injurious an impression than many of the fairy tales on which previous generations have been nutured.' Is this a double standard? Does the Tribunal like werewolf type fairy-tales but not little green dinosaurs? Or is it that Vampirella and Creepie are distributed by the main monopoly magazine agency in NZ and hence carry more economic persuasion?


Section ii)2) 'in the interests of art, literature, science or learning and would be for the public good'. Unfortunately in the case of comics despite their literary and artistic merit and being for the good of a large section of the public ii)2) only applies to ii)1) not to section ii) 30 that covers comics. The Tribunal has also decided in the case of Mr Natural No 2, Zap comix and others that 'their standards of morality, art, and literacy, nullify any satire or humour some pages contain,'







Tribunal decisions (see list appended below)


Of the 75 comics banned the following are the most notable: By Crumb — Big Ass No 1, Motor City, Despair, Uneeda, XYZ. Mr Natural, No 2, — Legion of Charlies, Radical Rock. Neither Harold Hedd nor the three Freak Brothers comics have been banned yet, apparently because the Customs have not yet intercepted them. It aint me babe and Brain Fantasy were both cleared by Customs. Best of Rip-Off Press will be appearing before the Tribunal soon.
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What can be done


My main purpose in writing this article was to bring the actions of the Tribunal to the attention of a larger number of people than those who consult the Government Gazette. What little mass circulation of US comic material there has been up till now has been provided by the university newspapers. Their present legal source of graphics could dry up if the activities of the Customs Department and Tribunal are not in some way curtailed. The supply of the comics to the public has now ceased thanks to these two. Further importation would only result in the banning of other meritorious but as yet unseized comics.


The tactic with the most hope of success is one of attrition. There is almost no possibility of any change in the law so the standards on which the Tribunal in the past has judged comics must be refuted. One-hundred-and-fifty as yet unbanned comics are still in print and new ones are still being produced. Previous methods of importation gave the Tribunal the opportunity to ban the comics in large numbers — up to 30 at a time. The one thing the Tribunal does not want to do is to spend its time considering each comic singly on its merit. It is far more efficient from their point of view to consider each comic as part of its unsavoury genre and to be suppressed as another intrusion on NZ culture.


So four lines of attack:



	1)
	That at each seizure and hearing before the Tribunal every single comic of any merit should be defended as strongly as possible. In particular onus should be laid on the Tribunal to prove that the comics do have an injurious effect. Furthermore the Tribunal's contention that any particular passages in the comics have lasting behavioural effects on children must be rubbished. Do comics really corrupt? What evidence is there to suppose they do? Particular emphasis should be placed on calling in child-growth specialists, educationalists, literary and art critics to refute the Tribunal in terms of its own pre-conceptions.


	2)
	Importations should be made in small quantities by as many people as possible who are prepared to organise for the comics defence if seized by the Customs. However comics already declared indecent (see list below) should not be imported as this will provide unnecessary opportunities for prosecutions. For those who are interested, (it's the only way you hippies will get to read these comics), see the list below of US distributors.


	3)
	For the enthusiast — printing in NZ — in expurgated editions. Approach publishers for the rights.


	4)
	Write to the Tribunal, MP, Justice Department, complaining about the banning of your favourite comic — check on 'contempt' of Tribunal possibilities




The apparent contradiction between the wide circulation of graphics in the University newspapers and their unavailability to the rest of the population needs to be overcome. Furthermore the newspapers are presently restricted by their printers but if the Tribunal continues to get away with its crack-down on comics there will inevitably be a growing restraint on their reprinting and the production of similar indigenous graphic work.



The 'Dirty Books' Tribunal and the Customs Department have gradually created a stranglehold on the importation and sale of 'underground' comics. While many of these comics are uninspired and perverse the majority are amusing, thought-provoking and of considerable artistic merit. To allow without a whimper of protest a conservative organ of the state to suppress an important sector of literary freedom is to encourage it, and similar organs, to further trample on our rights. Furthermore such weak defense adds to the influence that right-wing elements already have on the Tribunal.



The ideological position of the content of the comics is largely irrelevant to any position that should be taken on the banning. Despite the fact that some of the stories extend to the advocacy of anarcho-capitalism or communal fascism this should not deter us from opposing the decisions of the Tribunal in every way possible. What gives the repression significance is the way in which the Tribunal's decisions reflect the long-term interests of the ruling classes. Which groups can best use the comic medium and which groups see in the uninhibited use of this medium a potential threat are the politically vital questions.



The Tribunal should be opposed because not only are its actions reinforcing its own powers but its censorship attacks a field of creative activity that has a mass rather than elitist origin. Because the Tribunal is part of the capitalist state its power or increased powers will inevitably be used to suppress socialist propaganda and reportage. By keeping the maximum possible freedom of expression under bourgeois society we can create the conditions for the maximum involvement in decision-making by the working class in the future. To fight for freedom of expression and hence greater freedom of action while under the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie not only reduces its avenues of coercion but ripens conditions for the dictatorship of the 'proletariat' rather than that of the party. Whatever can be done to increase the social expressiveness of the masses of society is a progressive step and an absolute increase in human freedom.



Against this freedom we have Tribunal members who are 'uptight' and the creators of the Tribunal who are even more terrified of potential activity of liberated people. Hence the attempts to hinder the explicit portrayal of social activity in a medium that is easily used and read by all social groups.



The self-confidence of the Tribunal and the apathy of the readers of underground comics is an indication of the extent to which the ruling methods of communication and debate control our lives. This fatalistic acceptance of the censorship imposed on the readers is an indication of the bankruptcy and selfishness of the NZ counterculture. The bourgeoisie has society so atomised and stoic that it can deprive the 'advanced' sections of the middle class youth of one of its playthings without fear of opposition.




— Richard Suggate,


Resistance Bookshop, Wellington








Appendix 1
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Sources An of the comic book Ed Herdeg & Pascal. Graphis Press, Zurich 1972. Comix, Les Daniels, Outer bridge, USA 1971. Indecent Publications Tribunal Decisions, 731-741/25.9.1973, 661-697/15.6.1973, 767-786/14.12.1973. 788-789/20.3.1974. Indecent Publications Act 1963. Eric Fromm Newsletter October 1973. Ground Under Comix Tips. Berkeley Barb, October 19, 1973. Have You Stopped Reading Comics? J. Westbrooke, Thursday, November 1973. Underground Comics, J. Westbrooke, Free. March 1974.






Appendix 2


Banned Comics: Amorkins, Anomaly No. 4, Air Pirate Funnies, Armageddon No. 1, Binky Brown and the Virgin Mary, Big Ass No 1, Captain Guts No's 1—3, Coochy cooty men's comix. Colour, Despair, Dr Atomic No 1. Doping Dan, Dan O'Neill VI, No 3. Demented Pervert, Fantagors NO's 1—3, Fantagor No 4, Greaser No 1, Heavy Tragi Comix No 1, Insect Fear No 2, If the shoe fits No 2, Illuminations, Little Green Dinosaur, Legend of Charlies, Laugh in the dark No 1. Mother Oats No 1. The Mountain/High School Funnies, Merton of the Movement, Motor City No 1. Mr Natural No 2, Monolith. Mean Bitch Thrills, Pulp No 1. Radical Rock, Real Pulp Comix No 1, Rubber Duck, Skull No's 2—3. Slow Death No's 2-3, San Francisco No's 2&3. Tortise and the Hare, Tales of Toad No 2, Thrilling Murder 
[
unclear: Corx] No 1, Tales from the Ozone, Tales of Sex and Death, Uneeda, Uncle. Sham No 1, Up from the Deep, White Lunch Comix, Yellow Dog No's 17-21, Yellow Dog Vol 2, No 13, Zap N's 0,2,3,4, Young Lust No's 1—3, XYZ.






Appendix 3


Publishers and distributors addresses. Los Angeles Comic Book Co. Box 25896, Los Angeles CA 90025


Krupp Comic Works Box 5699, Milwaukee, Wisc. 53211.


Grasstown Books 56A Powell Street, Vancouver 4BC Canada.


Book People 2940 Seventh Street, Berkeley CA 94710.


Print Mint 830 Folger Ave CA 94710. Rip-Off Press Box 14158 San Francisco CA 94114. Last Gasp Box 212 Berkeley, CA 96704. San Francisco Comic Book Co 3339 23rd St


Eric Fromm Box 31075 Diamond Heights, San Francisco. CA 94131. Nasty Tales 11B Wardour Mews. London W1, England.


Bud Plant. 458 Harmony Lane, San Jose, CA 95111.


Cartoonist Coop Press Box 40474, San Francisco Dept C, CA 94110.
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History and nature of the 'underground' comic


A loose definition of an underground comic would be: a comic that both in form and content, visually and linguistically, is not restricted by any convention of social taboo. They were originally associated with the underground press which evolved out of an ideal of 'no censorship'. These papers in the US opposed the war in Vietnam, supported soft and hallucinogenic drug use, minority groups, sexual freedom, women's liberation, and political anarchism.


As a result, what shines through the comic medium is the open-mindedness about human and artistic experience that was the spiritual core of the 'movement'. The most successful of the comic authors developed comic book or newspaper strips about stock characters in situations which were familiar to the lifestyle of the readers. Hence the vicarious interest in activities of Harold Hedd, Mr Natural and other heroes or anti-heroes of comic life.


Robert Crumb's work is both a product and critique of the alienation and materialism in US society. His fantasy characters exhibit traits we all reveal in our more extreme and sympathetic moments and it is this feature that gives them lasting literary—pictorial merit. Any shallow political posturing or counter-cultural myth-making is avoided by his deft treatment of the mental and emotional interaction of his characters


But what is lost in Human the Schuman and Mr Natural's endless questions-behind-answers is any critique of society. Crumbs strength as an artist means that he is unable or unwilling to view society as a whole in his comics and pinpoint the real causes of the failure of the US social system.




[image: I'm really gettin' pissed off!]
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Gilbert Shelton's original character was Wonder Warthog, a pig-like Superman, but he made his fame with the creation of the Furry Freak Brothers. This still-running strip concerns itself with the amoral and self-indulgent life of a trio of hippies. These characters transcend the restricted surroundings of their Bohemian existence with a reworking of old themes based on commonplace occurences. Lately however the series has lacked new ideas and has become a stereotyped repetition of 1960's drug and political themes.


Those comics attempting social realism while admirable in their satire of the American ruling classes rarely rise above a world-weary cynicism when portraying alternatives. Radical Rock and the Mountain are exceptions both portraying elements of idealistic communalism. The latter has an epic quality and ends with an implied warning of the fascistic tendencies of religious-based mass movements.


The former, despite, its adherence to the myth of youth power versus police power, is an excellent comic with some clean-cut portrayals of American negro life and a particularly discerning treatment of the older generation. This, the most politically developed of the comics to reach New Zealand, was banned because of a sexual sequence no more explicit than the line-drawings of a sex-manual. Or was it banned because of the politics?


The lack of self-censorship in the subjects of sex and violence is largely a reaction to the psychological repression of the 50's. The suppressed imagination of the authors of that period is released and provides the basis of the humorous qualities of the comics. The reader is amused and challenged by the revelation of activities pictorially which he could only deny the existence of in the past. Hence violence and explicitness are the central attractions of the comics. (S. Clay Wilson of Captain Guts fame represents this in the extreme).


The technique of exaggerating and exposing morbid fears is developed to the point where crudity becomes cathartic.


The varying merits of the comics depend on the success with which they can convincingly appeal to and hold the attention of a particular audience. We get the following broad categories:


	Horror: Skull NO's 1 —6, Tales of the Plague;

	Drug Experience: Mothers Oats, Armadillo, Dying Dolphin.

	Blood and Guts: Thrilling murder, Pulp, Subvert, Laugh in the dark.

	Political Entertainment: Radical Rock, Mountain, Doping Dan, Merton.

	Hip: Crumb, Shelton, Harold Hedd, Head.

	Fairy Tale: Little Green Dinosaur, Sick, Fantasy, Fanatgor.

	Sex: Armageddon, Young Lust.

	Women's Lib: It aint me babe, Tits and Clits, Wimmens Comix.

	Science Fiction: Junkwaffel, Slow Death, Amorkins.

	General Satire: Binky Brown, God Nose, Jesus and the armed services.




These categories are not exclusive, but in general the creative direction of each artist produces a comic suitable for its readers tastes.
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The present state of the underground comic in the United States


Following a peak around 1970—1971 the production of comics in the US has suffered a decline. Reports from major distributors, and articles on the subject indicate that not only are a number of publishers on the verge of bankruptcy (November 1973) but a recent Supreme Court ruling on obscenity allowing local settings of standards has threatened future production. The decline in sales is largely a result of greater discernment among readers who now reject poorer quality comics. The decline in quality is a result of three factors: publication of arty talent, over confidence through initial strong sales of any comic and a desire on the part of some publishers to expand quickly by producing as large a range as possible. With the decline of the 'counter culture' comics have had to compete with other commerical products through normal retail channels. Their past success depended on the now defunct underground papers and now capitalist 'head' stores. Driven by changes in social circumstances the comic producers are forced to choose not just in terms of quality but in ideology. The writers have to choose between the hard road of opposition to bourgeois culture or a down-grading to further sex-ploitative mass-marketing.
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Decisions of the NZ Indecent Publications Tribunal


The Indecent Publications Act of 1963 defines indecent as : 'describing, depicting, expressing or otherwise dealing with matters of sex, horror, cruelty, or violence, in a manner that is injurious to the public good.' Also Section ii) 1)e) states it counts against the material in question if there is 'likelihood of the person(s) being corrupted by it.' And the notorious Catch 22 of comic book law which has been used in all four cases: — Section ii)3) 'When the Tribunal decides than any picture-story book likely to be read by children is indecent in the hands of children under a specified age that picture-story book shall be deemed to be indecent in the hands of all persons'. This was presumably slipped into the Act by someone influenced by the McCarthy era book 'Seduction of the Innocent' (Wertham) which deals with the corrupting effect of comics dealing with sex, crime and violence on children and which led to the institution of the US Comic Code.


This section gives the Tribunal complete control over comics. Not only can they specify the age down to that of a baby in whose hands it can be indecent, but the 'likely to be read by children' is interpreted as 'sold publicly'.




[image: I want you should stop wasting your time reading these cheap comic books!]


The mere fact of the comics existence is taken as a likelihood that it can be read by children, and hence bannable at the least indication of corruptive or injurious effect. In defense 'the Tribunal must take into consideration the dominant effect of the book, its literary or artistic merit, and honesty of purpose'. As honesty and artistic purpose is considered to be lost on children only the dominant effect has ever been taken into account.


Last December's decision is the best guide to the Tribunal's feelings on dominant effect. As well as wishing to protect children they show concern in this decision for the welfare of the 'semi-literate section of the adult population' who could be harmed. This liberal patronising attitude to those lacking the same education that the members of the Tribunal have gives an indication of where the Tribunal's ideological position is. The hypocrisy of the Indecent Publications Act is never shown more clearly. While the government legislates the less qualified into socially degrading roles it also generously protects them from any Kung-Fu or masturbatory fixations they may develop in response to their alienation.




[image: Ah! This bread-knife should do the trick!]


Young Lusts and Legion of Charlies (the Calley Manson allegory) were considered unfit for all readers because of undue emphasis on sex and violence.





Binky Brown meets the Virgin Mary, Motor City (one of Crumb's best and most political comics), Slow Death No 2. 'The Tribunal is of the opinion that children, adolescents, and the semi-literate are unlikely to grasp the meaning or purpose of the comics and are therefore likely merely to dwell on the images presented. The treatment of sex and violence where these occur are likely to have ill effects on children...'


It therefore becomes useless to argue before the Tribunal that a comic has dominant purpose or honest intent because they maintain such purpose and intent is above the comprehension of a child and therefore the child would become a voyeur and suffer lasting behavioural deformations. Any portrayal of sex or violence is ruled out because either it is too sopisticated and the child becomes a voyeur or otherwise the comic is at the child's level of comprehension and the offending sequences create an even more unfavourable impression (on the child?) Heads — the Tribunal wins, tails — the comics lose.


Doping Dan, Mother Oats, Merton of the Movement... while the Tribunal admits the sexual content is minimal, the Tribunal banned them on the following grounds. '.....however the crudity of language along with one or two frames depicting or suggesting sexual activity and some frames depicting the administration of drug dosages could have detrimental effects on the young.'


The Act says 'that is injurious'. The Tribunal has managed to cover all comics by slackening this definition to 'could have detrimental effect'. The Tribunal will ban comics which depict crude language, suggested sexual activity and administration of drugs. As long as the law stays as it is the Tribunal will suppress comics, but what the above analysis shows is that the Tribunal is not liberal in practice, it utilises what legal powers it has to provide the most sweeping practical powers for the suppression of any unorthodoxy in comics.


As a further indication of their establishment position a quote from their decision on Vampirella and Creepie comics (they were passed without restriction) proves illuminating — 'to the very young they would be meaningless' (you would expect that would encourage the young to "dwell on images presented") 'and on those in their developing years' (what about the semi-literates?) 'we do not think these particular publications would make any more injurious an impression than many of the fairy tales on which previous generations have been nutured.' Is this a double standard? Does the Tribunal like werewolf type fairy-tales but not little green dinosaurs? Or is it that Vampirella and Creepie are distributed by the main monopoly magazine agency in NZ and hence carry more economic persuasion?


Section ii)2) 'in the interests of art, literature, science or learning and would be for the public good'. Unfortunately in the case of comics despite their literary and artistic merit and being for the good of a large section of the public ii)2) only applies to ii)1) not to section ii) 30 that covers comics. The Tribunal has also decided in the case of Mr Natural No 2, Zap comix and others that 'their standards of morality, art, and literacy, nullify any satire or humour some pages contain,'
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Tribunal decisions (see list appended below)


Of the 75 comics banned the following are the most notable: By Crumb — Big Ass No 1, Motor City, Despair, Uneeda, XYZ. Mr Natural, No 2, — Legion of Charlies, Radical Rock. Neither Harold Hedd nor the three Freak Brothers comics have been banned yet, apparently because the Customs have not yet intercepted them. It aint me babe and Brain Fantasy were both cleared by Customs. Best of Rip-Off Press will be appearing before the Tribunal soon.
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What can be done


My main purpose in writing this article was to bring the actions of the Tribunal to the attention of a larger number of people than those who consult the Government Gazette. What little mass circulation of US comic material there has been up till now has been provided by the university newspapers. Their present legal source of graphics could dry up if the activities of the Customs Department and Tribunal are not in some way curtailed. The supply of the comics to the public has now ceased thanks to these two. Further importation would only result in the banning of other meritorious but as yet unseized comics.


The tactic with the most hope of success is one of attrition. There is almost no possibility of any change in the law so the standards on which the Tribunal in the past has judged comics must be refuted. One-hundred-and-fifty as yet unbanned comics are still in print and new ones are still being produced. Previous methods of importation gave the Tribunal the opportunity to ban the comics in large numbers — up to 30 at a time. The one thing the Tribunal does not want to do is to spend its time considering each comic singly on its merit. It is far more efficient from their point of view to consider each comic as part of its unsavoury genre and to be suppressed as another intrusion on NZ culture.


So four lines of attack:



	1)
	That at each seizure and hearing before the Tribunal every single comic of any merit should be defended as strongly as possible. In particular onus should be laid on the Tribunal to prove that the comics do have an injurious effect. Furthermore the Tribunal's contention that any particular passages in the comics have lasting behavioural effects on children must be rubbished. Do comics really corrupt? What evidence is there to suppose they do? Particular emphasis should be placed on calling in child-growth specialists, educationalists, literary and art critics to refute the Tribunal in terms of its own pre-conceptions.


	2)
	Importations should be made in small quantities by as many people as possible who are prepared to organise for the comics defence if seized by the Customs. However comics already declared indecent (see list below) should not be imported as this will provide unnecessary opportunities for prosecutions. For those who are interested, (it's the only way you hippies will get to read these comics), see the list below of US distributors.


	3)
	For the enthusiast — printing in NZ — in expurgated editions. Approach publishers for the rights.


	4)
	Write to the Tribunal, MP, Justice Department, complaining about the banning of your favourite comic — check on 'contempt' of Tribunal possibilities




The apparent contradiction between the wide circulation of graphics in the University newspapers and their unavailability to the rest of the population needs to be overcome. Furthermore the newspapers are presently restricted by their printers but if the Tribunal continues to get away with its crack-down on comics there will inevitably be a growing restraint on their reprinting and the production of similar indigenous graphic work.



The 'Dirty Books' Tribunal and the Customs Department have gradually created a stranglehold on the importation and sale of 'underground' comics. While many of these comics are uninspired and perverse the majority are amusing, thought-provoking and of considerable artistic merit. To allow without a whimper of protest a conservative organ of the state to suppress an important sector of literary freedom is to encourage it, and similar organs, to further trample on our rights. Furthermore such weak defense adds to the influence that right-wing elements already have on the Tribunal.



The ideological position of the content of the comics is largely irrelevant to any position that should be taken on the banning. Despite the fact that some of the stories extend to the advocacy of anarcho-capitalism or communal fascism this should not deter us from opposing the decisions of the Tribunal in every way possible. What gives the repression significance is the way in which the Tribunal's decisions reflect the long-term interests of the ruling classes. Which groups can best use the comic medium and which groups see in the uninhibited use of this medium a potential threat are the politically vital questions.



The Tribunal should be opposed because not only are its actions reinforcing its own powers but its censorship attacks a field of creative activity that has a mass rather than elitist origin. Because the Tribunal is part of the capitalist state its power or increased powers will inevitably be used to suppress socialist propaganda and reportage. By keeping the maximum possible freedom of expression under bourgeois society we can create the conditions for the maximum involvement in decision-making by the working class in the future. To fight for freedom of expression and hence greater freedom of action while under the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie not only reduces its avenues of coercion but ripens conditions for the dictatorship of the 'proletariat' rather than that of the party. Whatever can be done to increase the social expressiveness of the masses of society is a progressive step and an absolute increase in human freedom.



Against this freedom we have Tribunal members who are 'uptight' and the creators of the Tribunal who are even more terrified of potential activity of liberated people. Hence the attempts to hinder the explicit portrayal of social activity in a medium that is easily used and read by all social groups.



The self-confidence of the Tribunal and the apathy of the readers of underground comics is an indication of the extent to which the ruling methods of communication and debate control our lives. This fatalistic acceptance of the censorship imposed on the readers is an indication of the bankruptcy and selfishness of the NZ counterculture. The bourgeoisie has society so atomised and stoic that it can deprive the 'advanced' sections of the middle class youth of one of its playthings without fear of opposition.




— Richard Suggate,


Resistance Bookshop, Wellington
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Sources An of the comic book Ed Herdeg & Pascal. Graphis Press, Zurich 1972. Comix, Les Daniels, Outer bridge, USA 1971. Indecent Publications Tribunal Decisions, 731-741/25.9.1973, 661-697/15.6.1973, 767-786/14.12.1973. 788-789/20.3.1974. Indecent Publications Act 1963. Eric Fromm Newsletter October 1973. Ground Under Comix Tips. Berkeley Barb, October 19, 1973. Have You Stopped Reading Comics? J. Westbrooke, Thursday, November 1973. Underground Comics, J. Westbrooke, Free. March 1974.
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Banned Comics: Amorkins, Anomaly No. 4, Air Pirate Funnies, Armageddon No. 1, Binky Brown and the Virgin Mary, Big Ass No 1, Captain Guts No's 1—3, Coochy cooty men's comix. Colour, Despair, Dr Atomic No 1. Doping Dan, Dan O'Neill VI, No 3. Demented Pervert, Fantagors NO's 1—3, Fantagor No 4, Greaser No 1, Heavy Tragi Comix No 1, Insect Fear No 2, If the shoe fits No 2, Illuminations, Little Green Dinosaur, Legend of Charlies, Laugh in the dark No 1. Mother Oats No 1. The Mountain/High School Funnies, Merton of the Movement, Motor City No 1. Mr Natural No 2, Monolith. Mean Bitch Thrills, Pulp No 1. Radical Rock, Real Pulp Comix No 1, Rubber Duck, Skull No's 2—3. Slow Death No's 2-3, San Francisco No's 2&3. Tortise and the Hare, Tales of Toad No 2, Thrilling Murder 
[
unclear: Corx] No 1, Tales from the Ozone, Tales of Sex and Death, Uneeda, Uncle. Sham No 1, Up from the Deep, White Lunch Comix, Yellow Dog No's 17-21, Yellow Dog Vol 2, No 13, Zap N's 0,2,3,4, Young Lust No's 1—3, XYZ.
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Publishers and distributors addresses. Los Angeles Comic Book Co. Box 25896, Los Angeles CA 90025


Krupp Comic Works Box 5699, Milwaukee, Wisc. 53211.


Grasstown Books 56A Powell Street, Vancouver 4BC Canada.


Book People 2940 Seventh Street, Berkeley CA 94710.


Print Mint 830 Folger Ave CA 94710. Rip-Off Press Box 14158 San Francisco CA 94114. Last Gasp Box 212 Berkeley, CA 96704. San Francisco Comic Book Co 3339 23rd St


Eric Fromm Box 31075 Diamond Heights, San Francisco. CA 94131. Nasty Tales 11B Wardour Mews. London W1, England.


Bud Plant. 458 Harmony Lane, San Jose, CA 95111.


Cartoonist Coop Press Box 40474, San Francisco Dept C, CA 94110.
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A woman's rite to choose



Pip Desmond introduces some fresh arguments against abortion in reply to last week's articles.


Four pages of appealing but subjective arguments in favour of abortion: But why, I was left wondering, the exclusive concentration on women's rights? What of the other factors which govern any social decision? And why only fleeting mention of the child conceived, without whom there would be no decision to make?


WONAAC's answer was this: "We think that the right to control one's own body is absolute," which is the same as saying no other conceivable human right can ever take precedence over it. Such a stand is extremely dubious. For even if you believe that abortion is a woman's right (which I don't), surely it must still be seen in relation to all other human rights. 
It is one thing to liberate women from discrimination and male tyranny; it is another to free them from all human claims and obligations to others. If this right is absolute, it overrides, for example, any medical or moral objections a doctor might have in other words, he can never refuse to perform an abortion. The position of the father raises similar problems. Since it is presumably not immoral for a husband to want a child, and within his rights to father one, it is difficult to see why he should have no say at all in the matter. It took his contribution, the sperm, to make the foetus possible, after all "A man should not be able to have children to order by forcing a woman to go through with an unwanted pregnancy," says WONAAC. Maybe not, but it is a fundamental principle of a free society that those affected by the actions and decisions of others should have a voice in making them.


WONAAC goes further — "Being a woman with an unwanted pregnancy is sufficient qualifications in itself" for an abortion. But this raises great problems of definition. Almost all pregnancies are accompanied by some fear and anxiety What then counts as seriously not wanting a child and what may be counted as a temporary reaction which will disappear as the pregnancy progresses? In other words what exactly are the criteria for being "wanted" and "unwanted"? Such ambiguities, and there are many more, suggest that the demand for abortion on the basis of women's rights is less foolproof than it might seem on the surface. Establishing the status of the foetus, something WONAAC dismisses in ten lines, makes it even more dubious.




[image: Cartoon of a naked woman with a question mark]


Has the foetus any status before birth? This is the vital question, not only because we must identify our target before deciding whether to destroy it, but because it is illogical to press for the liberation of women without reference to the being which is allegedly preventing that liberation. For these reasons, it is vital to look at the foetus itself:



Is the foetus alive? Yes: Cellular growth occurs within hours of fertilisation and dying cells can be replaced. But more important is the question: 'What sort of life is this?'



Is the foetus individual? Yes: Advocates of abortion claim it is merely part of the mother's body, to be disposed of as she wishes. But, in spite of the clear symbiotic relationship between the pregnant woman and the foetus, it has an independent circulatory, hormonal and nervous system, distinct heartbeats and distinct brainwaves. More than this, from the moment of conception it has its own genetic code which establishes all its characteristics including completely individual ones such as fingerprints. It cannot be chance that the best test of the uniqueness of a person is his fingerprint — the foetus is distinct from its parents and individual.
 


Is the foetus human? Yes it comes from a completely human source and has the human complement of 46 chromosomes. Besides, the DNA strands specify that only a human child can be born from the union of sperm and ovum. There are further facts which cannot be ignored: For example the baby's tiny body is completely formed and all organ systems are working by the time it is eleven weeks old. Yet a Supreme Court ruling in America has legalised abortion up to 24 weeks, while WONAAC insists that "there are many reasons why a woman might seek a late abortion, and she should be able to obtain one legally if she wants it."



Is the foetus a person? Yes: To be alive, to be individual, to be human is much but it is not enough. And at this point medical and scientific criteria fail completely, for to ask 'what is a person' is a philosophical question. Here lies the Great Divide. Widespread contemporary opinion maintains that personhood, the active exercise of humanity, stems entirely and only from social interaction — "It is at birth that we begin life as social entities and it is at birth that society regards us as human beings" echoes WONAAC. On these grounds, man becomes human only through his relationships, therefore abortion is justified because the foetus has not reached human status. But it requires a redefinition of what it means to be human. And the evaluation of man in terms of his achievement has enormous implications. What, for example, happens to those who have lived their lives with no notable achievement and are now a drain on the community's resources? Can they quietly be put down? WONAAC finds it hard to see "how people can associate abortions with the killing of the aged or infirm". The principle, however, is exactly the same. And what of the three-day-old baby who has "achieved' nothing? May he live, and if so, on what grounds? The fact is that if human beings have to live up to certain standards of achievement, physical perfection, and social and economic usefulness to be allowed to exist, as support of abortion suggest, not many of us will survive the elimination rounds either. There is only one conclusion: every human being must have the right to live simply because he does exist; this applies equally to the foetus as to ourselves.


"All right", you say, "but that is little consolation to the woman who is already pregnant; it does nothing to improve her immediate position." Thus, to find a solution to her problem we must turn to the practical situation and examine the reasons why women want abortions. Obviously there is no single reason. 
Nevertheless health, physical or psychological, is only rarely the real motivation. Far more frequently the causes are social and economic: the young unmarried mother who will have to give up her work or studies and struggle alone, who cannot tell her parents and who feels condemned by society; — the working-class housewife who already has several children, is overburdened, and managing on very little money; — the couple whose plans to buy a house or a car or a boat, or to travel overseas, will be upset by the presence of a child.




[image: Photo of a naked woman with a psychadelic pattern overlay]


The point here is a simple one: if the reasons are social and economic, society must treat demands for abortion as a symptom of its own sickness and not as an individual problem to be solved in individual cases.


First and foremost. New Zealand society must provide free and reliable contraception for all women. WONAAC's claim that "if opponents of abortion wish to be consistent, they should all oppose contraception as well," is a common fallacy. True contraception, e.g. the pill, prevents conception, prevents union of sperm and ovum. That is quite legitimate. On the other hand, there are types of so-called contraception, e.g. the 'morning-after' pill, which destroys the united sperm and ovum and are therefore abortive agents. In her article, Dr Margaret Sparrow asks: "Would it matter whether the method was technically an early abortifacient or a strict contraceptive?" No doubt it depends upon whether you recognise a distinction between prevention and destruction.


Secondly, New Zealand society must give all the financial and personal assistance necessary for women to be able to make a real decision. If our goal is freedom for women, they must be given some genuine options (money, therapy, support) and not just be left to face a situation where abortion is the only way out.


Husbands must be educated to accept equal responsibility for the care and upbringing of their children; high-standard creche facilities and day-care centres must be established; equal pay and equal opportunity must become a reality.


Thirdly, New Zealand society must learn to accept illegitimate children and unmarried mothers, providing alternatives for those unable to keep their children, and realistic assistance for all solo parents. Not that abortion in other countries has solved the problem of illegitimate births. For in Britain in 1970 "there were only 5000 fewer illegitimate babies, in spite of the fact that nearly 50,000 unmarried mothers had an abortion." 
(The Times, March 1972).



Abortion is not the solution to somen's problems. We must look to the wider social issues — inadequate education; prejudice and discimination, unequal distribution of wealth; the list is endless. By upholding abortion as the key to female emancipation, we attack the symptoms of repression, not the cause. What is worse, we override the right to life of a foetus which is alive, individual, human and a potential person, and we allow everyone to close their eyes a little tighter to the real problems in New Zealand society.
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[image: PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY AGM followed by an address by Prof. N.F. Barber on: "Should learning be a process of invention". This will be followed by supper and a discussion. The meeting will be held on Wednesday April 24 at 8pm at 34 Kelburn Parade. Anyone welcome.]
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America will continue to pay for its invasion of Vietnam for a long time to come. One of the more ironical series of payments is for war orphans (mainly half-caste progeny of soldiers and prostitutes) on a starved US adoption market. With liberalised abortion laws, more freely available contraception and more unmarried mothers keeping their children due to relaxed social sanctions, the number of babies for adoption has fallen right off.


As indicated in a recent issue of the 
Sports Post unmarried mothers are often made fairly lucrative offers for their offspring and there is no doubt now that there is a black market for kids in the States.


After their previous invasion of Korea the US (conscience striken no doubt) adopted 32,000 orphans from that country in what must have been an exclusive liberal fad even better than having a negro as a best friend. Reasonably restrictive laws operated till recently in Saigon (adoptions from PRC areas are not documented) meaning that from 1965 till a short while ago only 1,300 kids were taken to the US for adoption. Now, no doubt in response to increased US demand, the waiting period has been reduced to five months and under, age restrictions and restrictions on type of parent have also been eased. Seven-hundred kids, or three times the previous average yearly rate, will be sent to the US for adoption in 1974.


With Vietnam still in a virtual state of war, families still split up, hundreds of thousands confined to concentration camps, and freedom of movement between zones forbidden by Saigon there is little hope for communication between members of split up families let alone reunification. While materially these kids may be better off, the abrogation of responsibility by Saigon that this adoption scheme implies is massive. By Saigon's continued concentration on war mongering they are unable and refuse to accept any responsibility for the welfare of the Vietnamese people because their only consideration remains one of keeping their illegal regime from falling.
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Friend of Vietnam recants


Joseph Buttinger, a long time member of the "Friends of Vietnam" in Australia, an anti-communist group existing in the USA, Australia and New Zealand has recanted. Recently he stated that he is shocked by the fact that the Thieu regime and the American embassy are engaging in "clumsy lies" to hide the truth about political prisoners in Thieu's jails.


He points out that the American Government is responsible for this situation "the American tax-payer having paid for the increase of Saigon's police force from 16,000 members in 1963 to 120,000."


Norm Kirk's "Labour" government is I also responsible for this build up. The NZ taxpayer is providing patrol boats for Thieu's police force.


The Australian newspaper 
Woroni (No 1, 1973) quotes a police officer interrogating a student as having said "If you are not a communist I'll beat you until you are: and when you are a communist I'll beat you until you aint."
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Handy hints for racists




If any of you sporting girls are off to build bridges to South Africa you had better learn about one custom that is not widely reported in our newspapers. You see, the South Africans are worried about this minority business. There are too many blacks and too few whites. The answer? First separate the black men from the black women by forcing the black men to live in single sex slums around the cities, second, keep contraceptives away from Europeans.


Now you may think the first step is okay, but if you're off to South Africa to play hockey, or perform in athletics, you had best take an extra month or two's supply of your favourite contraceptive. One sportswoman found out about the state of affairs in South Africa, benefiting New Zealand's population by one little boy eight months or so after returning from South Africa, which I imagine rather upset her training, what! So, girls remember, when going to the jolly racist land of South Africa pack your bills!






Killing the little guy


In the current issue of 
The Australian Stock Exchange Journal there is an article by Mr Frank Cream the Federal Treasurer, who is quoted as saying that the small investor hardly exists. "What figures I can find show that most people have not got a cracker in company stock."


But as one commentator aptly pointed out this is rather like the pioneer Tasmanian settler saying he could not find an aborigine after he had killed them off. So who are the killers in the stock market?






Let them eat cake



Johannesburg (ANS) — The white supremacist South African government has announced plans to destroy thousands of tons of bananas in an effort to drive up the price — despite the widespread famine killing thousands of Africans.


The Banana Control Board of South Africa recognises the unpopularity of its decision, but justifies it by pointing to emergency conditions namely the fact that this year's bumber crop has caused the market to fall to near record lows. The board also claims that the cost of distributing the fruit to underfed Africans would be too high.


The action is not precedent-setting in the country; five years ago large quantities of milk and citrus fruits were dumped because of over supplies.






Now that's really backing your local police



Seattle (SW) — The president of a "support your local police" association in Seattle has been arrested and charged with attempting to bribe two policemen.


Donald Gok Louie, President of the International Footprint Association (?!) allegedly wanted the two vice squad cops to ignore gambling in the city's Chinatown.






Kissinger aids scab labour



Mexico (ANSI — US Secretary of State Henry Kissinger is reportedly involved in plans to import 300,000 Mexican workers a year to harvest crops in the American west.


In two recent Mexico City trips, Kissinger discussed revival of the old "bracero" programme, which lasted from 1958—1964, allowed California growers to bring about 90,000 Mexican farmworkers per year into the fields at substandard wages as strikebreakers against the old United Farmworkers Organising committee.


Current UFW officials have denounced the Kissinger talks as an effort to weaken the UFW boycott, and have alleged that Kissinger is involved in the teamster — grower conspiracy that became active against the farmworkers last year.






Sainthood with honour



Berkeley (SNT) — A small California-based group is trying to mount a national drive to convince Richard Nixon to kill himself for the sake of the Republic.


The organisation, the People's Coalition for the Suicide of Nixon, is distributing bumper stickers which read: "Richard Nixon Become a Saint — Kill Yourself".


'This is the only way out for him to get out of the presidency with honour," a spokesperson for the group said recently, "It will sure save the people a lot of grief. This is the only way left for Richard Nixon to achieve greatness."


The Coalition has written to the Gallup Poll organisation asking that presidential popularity polls be expanded to read: "Do you think President Nixon should leave office by a) resignation, b) impeachment, or c). suicide."


The poll-takers have yet to reply.






What's in a name?


Any German-English dictionary will tell you the literal meanings of the names of the men who quit the Nixon Administration over the Watergate Scandal.


Ehrlichman means "honest man"; Kleindienst in German, means "small service"; and Haldeman is German for "dump man".




[image: Robot sitting on a chair]






Howitzers for breakfast



Washington (ZNS) — A new agreement approved this month by the US Department of Agriculture will allow South Vietnam to use all its "Food for Peace" money to purchase armaments instead.


Under previous agreement, the Thieu regime had been allowed to spend 80% of its "Food for Peace" allotment from the United States for military weapons. The remaining 20% was required to be spent on food for the Vietnamese population.


The Agriculture Department's new policy is worth over $23 million annually to the South Vietnamese military.


Under the terms of the Paris "peace" agreements, the United States is forbidden to supply Thieu with additional weapons.




[image: RIP — OFF NEWS SERVICE]






What unemployment?



Washington (ZNS) — The Nixon Administration has come up with a unique solution to the American unemployment problem.


Unfortunately, the solution is not concerned with reducing the number of unemployed instead, the government is changing its definition of "full employment" At present "full employment" is taken to mean that less than four per cent of the work force is actually unemployed. At the end of March, however, a new definition becomes "operative", and "full employment" will mean that up to 4.8 per cent of the work force is really out-of-work.


The difference is that an additional half to three quarters of a million people can lose their jobs and the United States will still officially, be at "full employment".






Should have been in the movies



Washington (SWS) — California Governor Ronald Reagan said here last week that although he can't do anything about the free food being handed out as payment for the return of Patricia Hearst, he felt it was "too bad we can't have an epidemic of botulism among the recipients."


He later told reporters that the comment, made at a meeting closed to the public, had been a "joking remark". What a wit.






Racist of the week



Lisbon (SWS) — Portuguese Premier Marcello Caetano told the national assembly last week that Portugal is determined to maintain its African colonies regardless of cost.


He added that any form of self-determination it inappropriate for the African mentality.






Why Men Shouldn't Have The Vote




	
1)
	
Because men are too emotional to vote. Their conduct at baseball games and political conventions shows this, while their innate tendancy to appeal to force renders them particularly unfit for the task of government.


	
2)
	
Because no really manly man wants to settle any question otherwise than by fighting about it.


	
3)
	
Because a man's place is in the Army.


	
4)
	
Because men will lose their charm if they step out of their natural sphere and interest themselves in other matters than feats of arms, uniforms and drums.


	
5)
	
Because if men should adopt peacable methods, women will no longer look up to them.






— Alice Duer Miller,


1915
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If any of you sporting girls are off to build bridges to South Africa you had better learn about one custom that is not widely reported in our newspapers. You see, the South Africans are worried about this minority business. There are too many blacks and too few whites. The answer? First separate the black men from the black women by forcing the black men to live in single sex slums around the cities, second, keep contraceptives away from Europeans.


Now you may think the first step is okay, but if you're off to South Africa to play hockey, or perform in athletics, you had best take an extra month or two's supply of your favourite contraceptive. One sportswoman found out about the state of affairs in South Africa, benefiting New Zealand's population by one little boy eight months or so after returning from South Africa, which I imagine rather upset her training, what! So, girls remember, when going to the jolly racist land of South Africa pack your bills!
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Killing the little guy


In the current issue of 
The Australian Stock Exchange Journal there is an article by Mr Frank Cream the Federal Treasurer, who is quoted as saying that the small investor hardly exists. "What figures I can find show that most people have not got a cracker in company stock."


But as one commentator aptly pointed out this is rather like the pioneer Tasmanian settler saying he could not find an aborigine after he had killed them off. So who are the killers in the stock market?
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Johannesburg (ANS) — The white supremacist South African government has announced plans to destroy thousands of tons of bananas in an effort to drive up the price — despite the widespread famine killing thousands of Africans.


The Banana Control Board of South Africa recognises the unpopularity of its decision, but justifies it by pointing to emergency conditions namely the fact that this year's bumber crop has caused the market to fall to near record lows. The board also claims that the cost of distributing the fruit to underfed Africans would be too high.


The action is not precedent-setting in the country; five years ago large quantities of milk and citrus fruits were dumped because of over supplies.
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Now that's really backing your local police



Seattle (SW) — The president of a "support your local police" association in Seattle has been arrested and charged with attempting to bribe two policemen.


Donald Gok Louie, President of the International Footprint Association (?!) allegedly wanted the two vice squad cops to ignore gambling in the city's Chinatown.
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Mexico (ANSI — US Secretary of State Henry Kissinger is reportedly involved in plans to import 300,000 Mexican workers a year to harvest crops in the American west.


In two recent Mexico City trips, Kissinger discussed revival of the old "bracero" programme, which lasted from 1958—1964, allowed California growers to bring about 90,000 Mexican farmworkers per year into the fields at substandard wages as strikebreakers against the old United Farmworkers Organising committee.


Current UFW officials have denounced the Kissinger talks as an effort to weaken the UFW boycott, and have alleged that Kissinger is involved in the teamster — grower conspiracy that became active against the farmworkers last year.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Student Newspaper. Volume 37, Number 8. April 24 1972

Sainthood with honour
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Berkeley (SNT) — A small California-based group is trying to mount a national drive to convince Richard Nixon to kill himself for the sake of the Republic.


The organisation, the People's Coalition for the Suicide of Nixon, is distributing bumper stickers which read: "Richard Nixon Become a Saint — Kill Yourself".


'This is the only way out for him to get out of the presidency with honour," a spokesperson for the group said recently, "It will sure save the people a lot of grief. This is the only way left for Richard Nixon to achieve greatness."


The Coalition has written to the Gallup Poll organisation asking that presidential popularity polls be expanded to read: "Do you think President Nixon should leave office by a) resignation, b) impeachment, or c). suicide."


The poll-takers have yet to reply.
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What's in a name?


Any German-English dictionary will tell you the literal meanings of the names of the men who quit the Nixon Administration over the Watergate Scandal.


Ehrlichman means "honest man"; Kleindienst in German, means "small service"; and Haldeman is German for "dump man".




[image: Robot sitting on a chair]










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Student Newspaper. Volume 37, Number 8. April 24 1972

Howitzers for breakfast
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Washington (ZNS) — A new agreement approved this month by the US Department of Agriculture will allow South Vietnam to use all its "Food for Peace" money to purchase armaments instead.


Under previous agreement, the Thieu regime had been allowed to spend 80% of its "Food for Peace" allotment from the United States for military weapons. The remaining 20% was required to be spent on food for the Vietnamese population.


The Agriculture Department's new policy is worth over $23 million annually to the South Vietnamese military.


Under the terms of the Paris "peace" agreements, the United States is forbidden to supply Thieu with additional weapons.
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Washington (ZNS) — The Nixon Administration has come up with a unique solution to the American unemployment problem.


Unfortunately, the solution is not concerned with reducing the number of unemployed instead, the government is changing its definition of "full employment" At present "full employment" is taken to mean that less than four per cent of the work force is actually unemployed. At the end of March, however, a new definition becomes "operative", and "full employment" will mean that up to 4.8 per cent of the work force is really out-of-work.


The difference is that an additional half to three quarters of a million people can lose their jobs and the United States will still officially, be at "full employment".
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Should have been in the movies



Washington (SWS) — California Governor Ronald Reagan said here last week that although he can't do anything about the free food being handed out as payment for the return of Patricia Hearst, he felt it was "too bad we can't have an epidemic of botulism among the recipients."


He later told reporters that the comment, made at a meeting closed to the public, had been a "joking remark". What a wit.
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Lisbon (SWS) — Portuguese Premier Marcello Caetano told the national assembly last week that Portugal is determined to maintain its African colonies regardless of cost.


He added that any form of self-determination it inappropriate for the African mentality.
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1)
	
Because men are too emotional to vote. Their conduct at baseball games and political conventions shows this, while their innate tendancy to appeal to force renders them particularly unfit for the task of government.


	
2)
	
Because no really manly man wants to settle any question otherwise than by fighting about it.


	
3)
	
Because a man's place is in the Army.


	
4)
	
Because men will lose their charm if they step out of their natural sphere and interest themselves in other matters than feats of arms, uniforms and drums.


	
5)
	
Because if men should adopt peacable methods, women will no longer look up to them.






— Alice Duer Miller,


1915
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[image: QUAKERS We shall not ask you to speak or sing, We shall not ask you what you believe, We shell not ask you to give money, We shall simply offer you our friendship, And a chance to sit quietly and think' And perhaps somebody will speak, And perhaps somebody will pray, And perhaps you will find here That which you are seeking..... We are not saints. We are not cranks. We are not different — Except that we believe That God's light is in all men, Waiting to be discovered. Discover Quakers at 8 Moncrieff Street every Sunday at 11am.]
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[image: Cartoon of a lesbian couple]


The third Gay Liberation Conference, held over Easter at Victoria University, was the greatest show of solidarity ever displayed by New Zealand gays. One hundred and thirty people attended, coming from all parts of New Zealand. They came with the knowledge that they would have a hard battle ahead of them to educate the public, appallingly ignorant of the facts about homosexuality; but the greatest shock was to realise that social pressures, warped values and oppression had affected them so deeply that — although nearly all had come to terms with her or his own oppression, a major step in itself — they were only beginning to understand the problems of their brothers and sisters in the movement. It was a tactical conference, to design the policy of the Gay Liberation Front; but because of the youth of the movement, be-cause of the social oppression which is restricting everyone's freedom in some way or another, it had to become also an educational conference. None could have left with no more understanding than they had on arrival.


Futhermore, there were twice as many people as at the previous conference; several transexuals and a hermaphrodite were also present — with some suspicion on their part for they had no idea whether the gays wanted them. Gay women were present in force; but some of them, too, wondered how well they would work with the males who had dominated previous discussions.


The conference started with the reports from each centre. Only the major areas were able to report notable progress; small-mindedness, ignorance, fear of and fear from the homosexuals of each community dampened the efforts of those willing to expose themselves to public scorn by openly encouraging unity. Misrepresentations from the media also needed to be fought, the 
Auckland Star, Manawatu Evening Standard, the Evening Standard in Dunedin all refused to print advertisements for homosexual assistance groups, and sometimes even refused articles; other papers frequently needed strong pressure before anything would be printed. Dunedin reported that two days before, Youth line had co-operated in a gay referral service to assist homosexuals who found it hard to cope with social pressure, and the 
Otago Daily Times had lashed them for what it claimed was breaking the law — putting homosexuals in contact with each other. The editor later apologised. 
Chaff, from Massey University, had also ill-treated the GLF by printing a satirical article beside the GLF report.


The centres in Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch had considerable progress to report; Palmerston North was too conservative for even the gays themselves to do anything. Nelson is "small minded"; Dunedin reported that nothing had been, done at all. Sandy's attempts in Rotorua had failed.


Thus it was only too evident that Gay Liberation, as an organisation, is just beginning. In some centres the resistance and fear is so great that it will need a lot of support to swing into action; in others, organisations staffed by keen and experienced people are already saving people's sanity and sometimes their lives. Overall, the outlook was hopeful; public resistance and ignorance was slowly being beaten back. When most people have been made aware of the facts of homosexuality, the remaining battle will be against apathy and fanatical prejudice. It seems that the willingness for battle shared by all the participants will be enough to overcome even these hurdles.


There were three sets of workshops planned for Saturday, with reports from each one. The first problem, however, was that one of the women had been hassled by the police (for being gay) who had then discovered she had an unpaid fine and wouldn't release her until it was paid. A whip-round rapidly raised the sum in donations and loans.... two hundred dollars, in about a quarter of an hour. The conference belatedly organised into workshops, the first being on "Gays against Society", with ten or so groups on different topics.




Q. I think the general idea's O.K., but why do homosexuals have to act like poofs?



A. "Camping it up" can be detrimental to the GLF's image; many do so as a reaction to 'straights'. But many internalise such mannerisims and they are an integral part of their personalities. Others don't.
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The reports supplied a great deal of information on the repression and suffering of homosexuals. Institutions still use a form of aversion therapy with gay girls, rewarding them for heterosexual attitudes and behaviour, punishing them for gay behaviour. A former inmate of Dunedin Woman's Prison reported "the screws make gays guilty about their sexuality". Male gays are often attacked by other prisoners. Gay literature and visits in prisons was recommended. Views were divided on how radical tactics should be for the whole scene: marches are good, involving the maximum number of people and hitting people in high positions; but they all agreed that paint-ups were destructive. The workshop on religion agreed that the Old Testament was relevant to its own time, and not ours; gay speakers at congregations would be an advantage. Some churches did support the movement.




Q. Why do women have to split off into separate organisations? Don't they want to co-operate?



A. Definitely yes. But women have been oppressed for thousands of years, and with the best possible will men and women are still totally incapable of working together without assuming their socially conditioned master-servant roles. Until this changes, they must work apart, although for the same cause.



Sandy also gave another example of the sort of oppression to which gays are subjected. She had personally known a case where a male Maori drag had been given a note of immunity from a member of the vice squad. This note promised she would not be prosecuted if she testified against someone else. Later, she herself was charged. Society had left her ashamed of being a Maori, ashamed of being a homosexual, and petrified of the law. The judge ordered the jury to disregard the note, which was presented in court; she was given twelve months in jail. Anyone else would have appealed, and succeeded; she was too frightened of the law.


Homophobia is a condition brought about by social conditioning: fear of being near a homosexual. People fear what they don't know; and some gays fight off their repression by becoming more forceful. "Straights" have a fear of being gay themselves people often say they have never met a gay, as it is generally hidden.


Psychological reports seem to be distinctly untrustworthy, as they sometimes give exactly opposing conclusions. Why, after all, are we gay? There's no need for individuals to work it out if they are able to accept their sexuality, and there are many pseudo-scientifical books on the subject. For those who want facts, one participant had spent seven years in mental institutions which tried to "cure" her of her homosexuality. After all this time, including drug therapy, shock treatment and a period of 18 months solitary confinement, she still identifies as a gay. Gayness cannot be cured or beaten out of someone; it can only be repressed.


The group which had been discussing the media, and publicity for Gay Liberation agreed that, although it was a good idea to hit younger people, it was also important for law repeal to get at the older ones — the white middle-class middle aged male. This produced a violent response from a number of people. Dick Morrison declared that the present system was so hopeless that we shouldn't have anything to do with it; progressive ideas had to push older ones aside. Rae tried to inject some order into the meeting as feelings were roused, but others saw the question as being central to the conference. Some said they had no intention of changing their image to appeal to older people — it was better to start by educating children the right way and preparing for the future. Sandy announced "the only thing which links all of us here is that we're all homosexual and all human beings," which was widely supported. The main argument against the idea seemed to be: we homosexuals in here are not going to compromise for you straights out there. And I began to wonder at this dichotomy of gays versus straights: for wasn't it part of the Gay Liberation attitude that the majority of people were potentially bisexual.


I wondered how deep this division in views went, for each side had a considerable number of supporters. Dick Morrison explained later that his views were socialist, and that he was only annoyed at the idea that all our activities should be aimed towards appealing to a degenerate society.




Q. What do lesbians do in bed?



A. "Mind your own bloody business." Haven't you any imagination?



Later I talked with Robin and Jill, both of whom had more extreme views of establishing a separate homosexual society rather than integrating it with the outside world. "Present society doesn't have much to offer anyone," said Robin. Nevertheless, they were not advocating total separation. They wanted to encourage people such as psychiatrists and others in influential positions to alter their attitudes and announce the truth about gays — "Because it's them who've fucked up a lot of gays in the first place." On the other hand, they thought that extremists had a part to play in the GLF: "Things don't get done without extremists.... it took women blowing up letterboxes and chaining themselves up to get the vote for women." Jill said that more moderate views, toning down the demands of the GLF, could make her feel "sold out". They both thought it very important to have an established community to which gays could turn, and so Hugh's idea of a gay commune was valuable, for it would give them all mutual support and a means of identification. They didn't see this solution as being an indefinite one. "There would be integration eventually. The trouble is that society isn't ready for it yet, and gays aren't ready for it yet, just as gay feminists are not yet ready to work directly together with men."





They said that they preferred identification for their members as homosexuals rather than bisexuals, because many lesbians who had been "sprung" used the term as a more socially acceptable cover-up.


It seemed, then, that the vitriolic arguments came from a difference in emphasis; and the immense value of the conference was that such potentially damaging issues were brought into the open and found to be different faces of the same thing.


The second set of workshops came in during the afternoon. The workshop on "Women's Sexuality" highlighted an entire field of general social ignorance. Women were strongly channelled towards heterosexual activity after the age of 15; women are taught not to enjoy sex, not to understand or examine their own bodies, and yet female sex is more complicated than male — "It's easier to screw a guy than a woman". Women needed self-education, talk-backs and literature. '




Q. Why are women in Gay Lib when there aren't any laws against them?



A. False. They are not directly banned, but there is discrimination against lesbian couples in State Advances, other loans, tax relief and social security; they are also harrassed, kicked out of jobs, and tortured in jails and hospitals.



The workshops on "Roles and Role-Playing" and "The Gay Image" came to the conclusion that the "poofter" role was detrimental to the gay image. Gay stereotypes are in origin positive, as they affirm identity, act as a form of defiance, and so can overcome loneliness; but these stereotypes are all turned into negative ones by society. For a homosexual to "camp it up" was therefore detrimental as it presented an unacceptable image. Nevertheless, it must be accepted that this stereotype is the result of an initial positive identification. So that anyone who finds such mannerisms an integral part of his personality is justified without question, to behave in that way. Later discussion suggested that "camp" behaviour was not in fact feminine, from males, or masculine from females. Mike suggests that camp behaviour in a male is an absence of masculinity, and vice versa. Since "male" and "female" characteristics are forced upon us by society, there is no reason to assume that they are at opposite polarities of a scale, but simply arbitrary classifications.


People play roles because it is the easiest way to cope, in many cases. One good thing about being gay is that we don't have to accept such social roles. This was also a conclusion of the workshop on marriage; roles in marriage should not be stereotyped, i.e. specific tasks for either partner, and children would be free to choose their own identity.


The workshop on "coming out", i.e. admitting one's homosexuality, suggested that it was easier in a small town because everyone knows you any way, although this point of view was not affirmed in the rest of the conference. Everyone did agree that coming out was necessary; the workshop came to the conclusion that the gay community should move into the hetero environment, and non-gay pubs. Parents were the hardest to face.


Sometimes the discussion tended to break down into trivia. This was evident as people argued whether woman, girl, guy, fellow and so on were suitable terms to describe people. Theories were put forward to explain the most suitable: "man" and "woman" were decided to be the least sexist.


The speaker on lesbian mothers said that they were a particularly oppressed group; others she knew had been too frightened to turn up. People often did not believe that there could be such a thing as a lesbian mother she said it was often the case that lesbians were told they'd be O.K. if they had a good fuck. Some took this advice, ending up lesbian and pregnant. There was a great deal of social prejudice against them, and legal discimination; she herself could not speak in public for fear of the treatment her children would get. Howard, a transexual father, said that he had found the best solution to be to let the children realise that security they had at home was far more important than outside pressure, and they were adjusting well.




Q. Why bother about drags when they're just perving play-actors?



A. The true drag is a man who wants to be a woman or vice versa. They are hardly play-acting considering some are willing to go through immense difficulties, ridicule and considerable physical pain in a sex-change operation.



It was pointed out that lesbian mothers receive no tax relief for dependents, and suffered fear that child welfare might take the children away. The case of Pauline was brought up: a woman who, on the grounds that she went to University extension courses and was a lesbian, a member of Gay Liberation, Women's Liberation and the Young Socialists, was considered to be failing in motherhood and lost custody of her children.


Sunday began with the appearance of some gay newcomers, encouraged by the conference. Then came the discussion on Gay Pride Week, and the tactics to be used. The slogan 'Gay is Proud' was discussed, wondering whether it was better to change the image so as not to alienate more conservative people. Robin's view was unequivocal — "We should stop licking the feet of the heterosexuals!" Quite a few agreed with her.


Richard, from Coromandel, said that he had found no support in his area and so was going to stage a talk back by himself. Others applauded him and said they would go up to support him.


At this point the question of the women's separation from the main GLF movement was brought up. "The gay women are continually bitching about being repressed by men, but it's them who exclude us from their meetings!" said Graeme. Maureen suggested that women had missed out in the past and were making up for it now.


"The women are trying to make a split and I will fight this tooth and nail!" was Graeme's reply. Several women explained that men, whether they wanted to or not, invariably dominated such meetings; and Dick Morrison forcibly summed up the position. "Men oppress women; that is a fact of this male-dominated society," he said through his teeth. "Men oppress women all the time whether they want to or not; and I am oppressing you at this moment by standing up and forcing my point of view upon you."


Graeme, and quite a number of the others there, had come to the conference aware that they knew far more than most people about the problems of gays. But they had not taken into account the extent to which social conditioning affects everyone, to the point that men and women are not yet capable of changing their behaviour towards one another even if they want to.


Next on the agenda came the discussion of law reform. Dick suggested that we should accept any positive steps, criticising them if necessary, but others were against any form of compromise; it appeared that the police were no longer strictly enforcing the law prohibiting male homosexuality.




Q. What's the point of Women's Liberation telling women to be lesbians?



A. It's an extremist attitude, but the idea is that men's domination of women depends on their being necessary. Nothing shakes a man's ego more than to find he isn't needed. Lesbians don't need men — for anything.



Sandy then reported on the drag workshop. She said they had decided on 'drag' as the most acceptable all inclusive term: a transvestite was one who wore women's clothing for kicks, usually heterosexual; a transexual was one who wanted to change his or her sex. She pledged the support of drags in the movement, and the conference gave them a vote of confidence.


She reported that drags have difficulty with toilets, as they got thrown out of both. The operation for sex-change was hard to get, but he law even then would not recognise your new sex. She said that the drag image was a genuine one, and not a put-on, but accepted that it was unfavourable to the GLF image. Michelle and Howard then joined her at the front to answer questions on drags. They were asked their sexual orientation: Sandy said simply — "Anyone!" Howard is a male drag who thinks of himself as female, but is married to a woman and so thinks of himself as a lesbian.
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Michelle's initial comments about women's sexuality brought cries of "sexist" until she explained she was a hermaphrodite, which silenced the audience. The statement produced a strong sense of shock in many people, who had thought of her as nothing more than a man very blatantly dressed in women's clothing — miniskirt and handbag. It is ironic that there is no apparent legal discrimination against Michelle or people like her, and yet the treatment given her by society was savage enough to give her a nervous breakdown and treatment at a mental hospital.




Q. Someone told me there are forty thousand homosexuals in New Zealand. Sounds like bullshit to me, I've never met one!



A. You've met dozens. It's just that many risk everything — jobs, sanity, freedom, perhaps even their children, if they admit to being homosexuals.



Gay Liberation is only beginning to understand the oppression of hermaphrodites outside society has no understanding whatever. "We should look into this," said someone, "if it's reasonably common". "Reasonably common!" exploded Howard, "If there's only one in a million we should help them!" The response of the participants showed that they thought so too.


Howard continued with the discussion on drags. He said the best thing to do now was for gay males to encourage them to join, as these had been the two sectors most alienated from each other previously.


There is no law against wearing clothes of the opposite sex.


Monday, the final day, swung into action with a feeling of considerable achievement, plenty of work to do, and a slight sense of loss — the agenda. However, resurrection was out of question so only issues were discussed which importance and time allowed


Sharon gave the report on Gay women. She said that a lot of men do not understand much about gay women. "If hostility towards men causes lesbianism," she quoted, "then in male-dominated society lesbianism is a sign of health." Women with other problems often have it assigned to their lesbianism. (Robin said that a doctor had told her that she was a lesbian because she couldn't make it with men — the implication being, if you can't get a man, then it's easy to get a woman.) The nice girl is respected and her individuality is erased. A career woman is more independent, but pays for it by working for less money than her male counter part while being under more stress. A lesbian is free of her dependence on men so does not have to cater for his ego; the independent woman is a threat to male security, and lesbians are equal partners, rather than sucking up to an oppressor. Some of the more radical psychiatrists and therapists have been asking what they can do to support women. Some of the answers were — file suits against practitioners who mistreat lesbians; stop putting women in hospital as political prisoners; stop trying to give your male patients "healthy male attitudes"; encourage men to police themselves — to ask themselves in what ways they were benefiting from oppression of women.


The question of bisexuality was brought up. Sharon said she didn't like labels, for once people were categorised they were forced to live up to them. The division between straights and gays was an awkward one, and there were different consequences from categorising women in such a way, rather than men. One delegate asked what he could do to support women. The quickest answer was "get rid of your own female stereotypes". Sandy pointed out that by being a drag she was not playing at being a woman; she felt she was one. Nigel explained that camp behaviour is not femininity but an absence of masculinity.


Lesbians have a twofold demand: women's rights, and the eradication of discrimination against women on the grounds of sex preference. Men are heeded to help wear down this oppression, but there was a danger in allowing men to participate as they tended to dominate discussion. Straight men put down women in the same way as they put down gays.


The forum held on Monday afternoon has already been dealt with in last week's issue. But the net effect of this conference was to bring together divergent factions from all over New Zealand, so they could all present their problems to the others; the drags are beginning to change from a feeling of suspicion to one of co-operation with gays; the men are beginning to understand the problems of the women, and vice-versa. For these reasons alone the Third National Conference has become a unifying force for all the gays of New Zealand. Fear and ignorance are being broken down, and only fanatical prejudice remains in the way of progress.


Marty




Q. Well, at least I'm not a bloody poof!



A. Don't bank on it. There's about a fifty-fifty chance that you aren't 100% heterosexual, just as the majority of homosexuals are partly hetero. You've just had it repressed. Yes, you. Don't you feel something lacking when you can't relate to members of your own sex in a natural way for fear of being labelled a poof? Social conditioning is repressing you as well..........
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The significance of Maori initiative in the education system




Concluding the submissions of the Maori Organisation on Human Rights to the Education Development Conference. Part V: continued from issue 6.



a) We have already referred to the flourishing Maori-run schools in the 19th century and to the bankruptcy of government policy aiming to Europeanise the Maori people, their land and their schools dating from the Native Schools Act 1867 (see Sutch, pp. 68-69, explaining the creation of four temporary Maori Parliamentary seats at the same time and the reason why these four seats were made permanent in 1876).


We have already noted that, when government policy on banning the Maori language from schools has swung almost full circle in a century, more positive actions officially was taken as a result of Nga Tamatoa's petition in 1972 than as a result of the Currie Report a decade earlier.


But it should also be noted that government has not acquiesced in recognition of the Maori language (and the educational reasons for re-instating it) till its foreign and trade policies (since World War II) are orientated more towards the Pacific and SE Asia, areas with many languages belonging to the same family as the Maori language. Unfortunately there still appears to be a tendency for the education system to give more recognition to Pakeha training methods for teachers than to speakers of the living Janguage.


It should also be noted (as pointed out a couple of years ago by the MP for Sogthern Maori) that government has spent more money on Colombo Plan education assistance for SE Asian students than on its contributions to the Maori Education Foundation (which, built on Maori money and fund raising, still disposed of only $1,000,000 over some eight years compared to $4,000,000 spent on Colombo Plan students over a shorter period); and that an official's statement on the Foundation (published in the 
Sunday Times 22.7.1973) altogether omitted to stress the Maori contribution to this Foundation.


And it should be noted that the government aid to private schools (some $2,500,000 in 1970 with more proposed this year) did not include equally Maori private schools — so that, for example, Queen Victoria College had to do its own fund-raising —although such Maori private schools take children from disadvantaged Maori homes and were the only schools in the NZ education system to achieve equal (or better than Pakeha) opportunity academically for Maoris.


We appreciate that there have been some marked improvements in schools such as Hillary College, Otara, which have adopted more enlightened policies and are showing the greatest advances to date.


But it should be noted that in 1972, although there was some increase in the number of Maori pupils qualifying for some degree of School Certificate pass (together with the overall increase due to liberalised policies) there has been little significant change in the disproportionate percentage of Maori pupils leaving school with no recognised qualifications (still over 80%). This despite the pressing representations of the PPTA's 1970 Interim Report on Maori Education which estimated (on the basis of painstaking documentation) that "the waste of Maori potential" was costing the country at least $25,000,000 annually and that this figure was rising rapidly — indicating (by a process similar to that used in the Social Welfare Department's Report on Juvenile Crime) future annual costs of something like $40,000,000 and $60,000,000....


b) In the present period of almost world-wide inflation with its inflationary market greedy for Maori artefacts, it has been Nga Tamatoa and other Maoris or part-Maoris who, like Auckland's Memorial Museum ethnologist D.R. Simmons, have drawn most attention to the fact the New Zealand's heritage is not protected by NZ laws — because NZ laws has never given equal protection to Maori and Pakeha burial grounds, historic sites, etc. NZ are haeologists are now doing their best to save what can still be saved.


In October 1971 Mr Simmons had already publicly expressed his views as an ethnologist that "with more than 500,000 throughout New Zealand who recognise themselves as Maoris or of Polynesian descent" the New Zealand races "would grow into one society which would receive most of its strength and vigour from the Polynesian segment". He said that up to 1939 it was normal for the Pakeha to say there was no colour bar in NZ "because most of them had never met Maoris any-way. But now it is different...."
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In this context it is good to read that in 1973 in various country areas (e.g. outside Waihi and Hamilton) education boards are taking some measures to put an end to NZ's brand of apartheid — by closing down some small uneconomic schools, so that more Pakehas will perhaps send their children to the same schools as Maoris. An NZPA message 
(Dominion, 28.873), reporting the decision of the South Auckland Education Board to close the Karakariki school (11 pupils), quoted board member Mr D A Fraser as stating that these pupils' parents seemed reluctant to have their children "become a European minority" in the Whatawhata school (68 pupils) in an area where half the residents were European but only one European child attended the school.


c) The initiative of Maori parents of Kelston pupils this year, in raising the matter of expulsions and suspensions with their Maori Minister of Maori Affairs, result in improving democractic relations generally between schools and parents, school baords, principles and pupils.


Maori and Polynesian parents have been more aware than Pakehas of the increasing number of such expulsions over the years. But proposed remedies, such as appeal procedures, should help relationships for all.


It should be noted however that Maori parents did not attempt to appeal to last year's Pakeha Minister of Maori Affairs, when expulsions took place, and that while some parents have earlier tried (unsuccessfully) to halt such procedures, most Polynesian parents have not complained (cf. p.5 of the Conciliator's Annual Report recording UK experience that "most victims of racial discrimination do not complain").


The climate in which Maori can talk to Maori (but not always to Pakeha") about such discrimination is created by official denials of its existence — which can protect only institutional racism itself but not its victims.


Thus, on 6.4.1973 before the Kelston situation had been fully investigated, the Minister of Education also publicly denied the existence of racial discrimination. He told a press conference that he "unreservedly accepted the statements of the Board and Principal of Kelston Girls High School that their actions have at all times been free from racial discrimination" after their expulsion/suspension of 21 pupils (16 of whom were Maori/Polynesian) had made headlines.


Such a denial may cover intent to discriminate racially. But from the point of view of promoting racial harmony it is worse than useless because it can only confirm prejudice: If there was no racial discrimination, then 16 out of the 100 Polynesian pupils at Kelston deserved their expulsion/suspension compared to only five out of some 500 Pakehas? And so we are back in the vicious circle of "racial stereotyping" etc.
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Postscript


Our submissions are limited and we have referred mainly to Maori rights. But we emphasise that the position of the Maori is especially similar to that of Pacific Islanders (included under the term Polynesian for brevity's sake) because:


*Polynesians today, like the Maori before them provide a main source of cheap unskilled or less-skilled labour for the NZ economy.


*NZ government education assistance to the Islands people (like its country schools for Maoris) has never achieved equal opportunity for Polynesian — has perhaps never really considered equal achievement possible?


*NZ immigration procedures have too often prevented Polynesians from staying long enough to acquire more skills in NZ (in the same way, say, as NZ doctors, scientists and others who go abroad to acquire the skills they cannot learn at home) from taking such skills back to their home islands where, as in rural areas of NZ, capitalist development has in any case provided little scope for their use and from achieving equal earning power with the government-assisted European immigrants for whom fares are paid and homes provided. Island immigrant labour, on the other hand, imported for short periods to do necessary work (scrub-cutting, tobacco-harvesting etc) which NZ labour is now reluctant to do, usually have to refund their fares out of their wages to their employers.


*Island communities are given "independence" while the NZ government retains control of their purse-strings (as with Maori affairs and Maori moneys); so that, as a result, the plight of Islanders is attributed not to such government policies of phoney 'independence', but to the 'independent' island governments who (like Maori incorporations etc) find themselves ever deeper in debt to the NZ government or its agents.


*Maori and Island communities/ethnic minorities in NZ (unlike the Chinese, Indian, Greek etc) have mostly had no experience of money-geared, capitalist economies prior to their relations with Pakeha governments. This is their additional handicap.


*The attitude of many Pakehas to Islanders in NZ may be illustrated by statements of the Secretary of the NZ Department of Maori & Island Affairs (J.M. McEwen) — for example:


"The most undesirable feature of Island settlement in Auckland is the concentration of so many people in the centre of the city in the same areas which had a con-centration of Maori families 15 or 20 years ago. With housing assistance the Maoris have largely moved out to the suburbs and the problems they faced some years ago are now confronting the Islanders." (p. 79, Administration in NZ's Multi-racial Society, Brookes & Kawharu, 1967. Since 1967 there have of course been changes, but the fact remains that problems faced by Maoris are also subsequently faced by Islanders.)


"The Cook Islands are like a young fellow over 20 with no money. It is difficult both ways, for Dad and the boy. The Islands have attained their majority but they have to keep coming back to Dad. I do not thing we are failing in our obligations. We have provided enough for them to do a reasonable job. But they have not been doing it."


(quoted by A.P. Scherer, 
NZ Herald 28.12.1971, in article documenting why the Cook Islands, despite a sixfold increase in taxation of Islanders since the granting of 'independence' in 1965, were still forced to borrow from New Zealand but were only increasing their indebtedness) "In return for the latest aid already granted — $1,300,000 in addition to the annual $2,300,000 — Mr Henry and his Cabinet have reluctantly had to waive much of the substance of their self-governing status...."




Note: In September 1972 the Annual Report of the World Bank drew attention to the widening gap between the poverty of developing countries and the wealth of lending countries, recording that developing countries' aggregate production and income "appeared to have grown at an average annual rate of more than 5.5% over the past ten years" but" debt service payments were estimated to be rising by about 18% annually." 
NZ Herald



— 
Reuter: 19.9.1972.
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Taking the Load off Matiu



by the Rev. Hemi Potatau B. A.






Ka mutu nei a maua korero ko Or Pryde mo te Beo Maori, ka whakaaro ake au he pai tonu pea ki te hari i te eia me te mana o to tatau reo ma te tuhituhi i nga korero i roto i tenei reo kia mohiotia ai kei te ora tonu to tatau reo. Na reira mehemea koutou ki te kite iho i roto i aku korero kei te he nga kaupapa, kei te kotiti ranei taku reo Maori me tuhi mai ki a au, te tari o te Aomarama, Wharewananga O Wikitoria me nga whakamarama. A, mehemea he korero a koutou kei to tatau reo, me tuku mai ano hoki ki konei. Engari koi wareware koutou ki te whaka pakeha i aua korero.
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I tera wiki i korero au mo te Tiriti o Waitangi, a na te Pakeha o era wa i takatakihi i te tuatahi. Ehara i o tatau maiua, tipuna ranei. A. kaoti i ki au i aku kuou whakamutu-nga me kotahi te nuarahi e kite ana awau. Ko te whakatokomaha i nga mema Maori mo roto i te paremata onaianei.


Maori mo roto i te paremata onaianei.


I tenei wiki ko toku kaupapa korero mo te Tukapuka ma a te kawanatanga mo nga mea Maori 1973, ara mo te whakahounga:



	1)
	I te ture 1953 mo nga mea Maori;


	2)
	I te ture 1967 menemana,


	3)
	Me etahi atu Ture Rite Tonu. Kua kitea e au ko enei whakahounga




katoa nga ture tata e tika ana ki to tatau huarahi Maori, kei nga whakahaere a-iwi kei aotearoa i tenei ra. Me mohio, i te pai, i te tika o nga mahi a te Kawanatanga repa mo tatau, ka kaha tatau ki te pooti ki te tautoko i tenei kawanatanga mau ra ano ka hia ke nga tau.






Wahi Tuatahi


Kei te whakaae au ki te whakahounga i te tikanga o te kupu Maori kei te E20, wharangi 14, wahanga 2, mo i te Ture tuturu o 1953 ki tenei raf a haere a ke nei, ara, ko te Maori maia nei he tangata no te iwi Maori o Aotearoa, tuku iho ki nga uri o taua tangata. Ki a au, e pa ana ano tenei whakatatutanga pooti mema paremata o ia tonu tau.


Ko te rereke ki a au koianei tonei te kare mo nga whenua Maori ka hia ke nga tau, Katahi ano ka turehui kua pa ki te tangata Maori o Aotearoa Ki toku mokio iho ko te tikanga o tenei whakahounga i te ture e whakaaki mai ana, ahakoa pehea te paku o tetahi toto Maori kei roto i tetahi tangata — wahme, tane, tamaite, ki te taea i ia te whakamarama mora, akuanei pea ma te whaka-papa. ka a hei ia ki te ki he Maori ia, mehemea ia ki te heihia; ka hare ia i tona taha Maori, ka mana tonu atu. Ki a au ano hoki e pa ana tenei whakatatutanga ki nga pooti mema paremata o ia toru tau.






Wahi Tuarua


Te Tan o nga mea Maori kei te whakahokia.


Kei te tino tautoko au i te whakahokinga o te Tari o nga mea Maori ki tona ritenga kito mua, ara i mur atu i te tau 1968 Ki a au, me wehe marika tonu ke te Wahanga Maori i te Wahanga o nga Moutere; a ko te Minita mo nga mea Maori me taturu motuhake mo te iwi Maori o Aotearoa. I te noho wehe tonu kei enei Wahanga e rua. Na te Kawanatanga Nahinara i whakakotahi i te tau 1968. Na i te peneihanga ano nei enei iwi e rua no Aotearoa ake. Kaore hoki, te penei. Kaati, ki taku titiro no te takanga o nga moutere ki raro i te Minita Maori, ka nui te mahi mana. Kua kore ia e tino watea ki te whakahaere i nga tikanga e tino pai ai ta tatau noho tahi ko te iwi Pakeha. He mahi nui tonu ke ta te minita Maori inaianei twi te mau tonu o te whakawhanaunga-hanga, o te noho pai o enei iwi e rua o Aotearoa ake. Ara i nga huarahi a-iwi, oranga tinana, o nga kura, o te kawanatanga hoki. Ahakoa ka wehea atu te Tari mo nga Moutere ka nui tonu nga mahi ma te Minita, Ka taea te korero ko nga iwi o nga Moutere e kotahi katoa atu ana ki a Iniahia, Haina, Mareihia, Pinpaina Papua-New Guinea me Ahitereirea. Ka kitea tonuhia katahi ka kaita rawa atu te mahi ma te Minita Maori. E kore hoki e taea e ia Mehemea ki te tohe tonu etahi kia kotahi mai nga moutere me enei iwi o te Moana-nui-a-Kiwa ki a taku, ka kiteatangahea te he - kaore e oti kaore e tutuki. I a au ka rua tau nei ki te wharewananga o Poneke kaore e tika kia wehewehea enei iwi engari kia mau tonu ki to ratau rangatiratanga, Maontanga hoki, ara ki to ratau karangatanga a-iwi kia rite tonu ki o ratau whenua tupu, ki ratau ingoa, a e noho rangatira tonu ai ratau ahakoa pehea, i ta ratau takato mai i te Moana Nui-a-Kiwa. I a ratau nei inaianei a Hamoa Hauauru mo nga Hamoa, a Tonga mo nga Tonga, a Whutu mo nga Whutu a Papua-New Guinea mo nga iwi o Papua-New Guinea. Na reira ka tika kia take ratau ki raro i tetahi atu Mmita o te Kawanatanga, a kua huaina nei ko Honore Amoho, Minita o nga kura. Ko nga whenua nunui o te Moana-Nui-a Kiwa kua whakatakama ki raro i te mana o Honore Kake, to tatou Pirimia, e huaina nei ta he Minita no nga Mea Rawaho.


Te Mutunga Kei te tautoko au me wehe te Minitanga mo tatau mo nga Maori o Aotearoa i te mea mo nga moutere Katahi ka mohio au ka haere whakamua nga ahuatanga a tenei wiki e tu mai nei ka korero au mote poari au nga mea Maori me nga mahi a nga iwi e rua nei.


Now that Dr Pryde Je and I have not any more to lay about the Maori language, I have felt that it would be of some advantage perhaps to continue the influence and prestige of the language by writing articles in our Maori language to indicate that it is very much a living language. Therefore, if you observe that some of the subjects I treat and my knowledge of our language do not meet with your approval, send me your objections, with explanations, care of Salient, Victoria University. If you have any articles in Maori to send in, please do so Don't forget to send in your translations info English as well.


Last week I spoke on the Treaty of Waitangi, and that it was the Pakehas of those days who first broke it. It was not our parents or our ancestors. I asked the question in the conclusion how can we remedy the situation today. My own answer was that there was one way I knew of to increase the Maori members in the present day Parliament.


This week I shall speak on the subject of the Government White Paper on Maori Affairs, 1973 i.e. the proposed amendments to 1) Amendments to the Maori Affairs Act 1953. 2) The Maori Affairs Amendment Act, 1967, and other related Acts.


I have discovered for myself that all these changes of the laws, on the whole are in keeping with the Maori way of life; as it is in New Zealand society today. Of course because of the good and fair treatment by the Labour Government of us Maori people, we have strongly voted for and supported this Government for many years.






Part I


I approve of the change in the definition of the word Maori as it is written in E20 page 14, part II from the Principal Act of 1953 to the present day and hereafter i.e. Maori henceforth means a person of the Maori race of NZ and includes any descendant of such a person. The strange thing to me is that this law has been applicable to Maori land for several years. At long last, it can now become applicable to Maori persons of NZ.


As I see it, this definition can also apply to voting in the biennial parliamentary elections.


In so far as I am aware this change in the law explains to us that no matter how little Maori blood there is in a person whether a woman, a man or child — if it could be proved conclusively, perhaps by means of genealogy, that that person is a Maori, he, she, or it can have the right to declare voluntarily that he., she, or it is a Maori. This is truly Maori spirit.






Part II


The Department of Maori Affairs reconstituted.


I definitely support the 
[
unclear: reconstitution] of the Department of Maori Affairs to its former self, that is, previous to 1968. To me the Department of Maori and Island Affairs should be separated so that the Minister of Maori Affairs may totally work only for the Maori people of NZ. These two departments have always been separate. It was the National Government which amalgamated them in 1968. When this took place, it appeared as if both peoples originally belonged to NZ which was not so. However when both peoples were placed under the Minister of Maori Affairs it was found that the Minister was given extra work to do, and so gave him little time to spend with his own people who needed his full-time help to further strengthen the ties and understanding between the Maori and the Pakeha,


He has a lot of work to do to maintain successfully the good relationships between us Maoris and Pakehas socially, economically, educationally and politically. Although the department of Island Affairs will be separated, this would still leave the Minister with a lot of work to do. It can be said that the Island people are all one with Indonesia, China, Malaysia. Phillipines, Papua New Guinea and Australia. It will be seen from this tabulation what a tremendous task the Minister of Maori affairs has to undertake. It's an impossible task. If however some people still persist with the idea of the Pacific Island groups to amalgamate with us, one can see that it is out of the question — it is not practical or realistic. As I am attending the University in Wellington, I am of the opinion that it is not right to separate these people but that they should continue to adhere to their sovereignty, to their independence, that is, their national unity set aside in their mainland, to prove their legal identity, come what might in those island in the Pacific.


As they are now, they would be called Western Samoa, Tonga, Fiji and Papua-New Guinea. And that is why they should come under another Minister of the government who has been named as the Honourable Amos, Minister of Education. All the big countries within the Pacific area should come within the portfolio of the Honourable Kirk, our Prime Minister, who is the Minister of Foreign Affairs.


Conclusion: I am in favour of a separate department for us from that of the Pacific Island groups. Thus I will know that the work among the two original peoples will forge ahead.


My subject next week will be the "Board of Maori Affairs".
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[subsection]






Ka mutu nei a maua korero ko Or Pryde mo te Beo Maori, ka whakaaro ake au he pai tonu pea ki te hari i te eia me te mana o to tatau reo ma te tuhituhi i nga korero i roto i tenei reo kia mohiotia ai kei te ora tonu to tatau reo. Na reira mehemea koutou ki te kite iho i roto i aku korero kei te he nga kaupapa, kei te kotiti ranei taku reo Maori me tuhi mai ki a au, te tari o te Aomarama, Wharewananga O Wikitoria me nga whakamarama. A, mehemea he korero a koutou kei to tatau reo, me tuku mai ano hoki ki konei. Engari koi wareware koutou ki te whaka pakeha i aua korero.





[image: Kapa haka group]


I tera wiki i korero au mo te Tiriti o Waitangi, a na te Pakeha o era wa i takatakihi i te tuatahi. Ehara i o tatau maiua, tipuna ranei. A. kaoti i ki au i aku kuou whakamutu-nga me kotahi te nuarahi e kite ana awau. Ko te whakatokomaha i nga mema Maori mo roto i te paremata onaianei.


Maori mo roto i te paremata onaianei.


I tenei wiki ko toku kaupapa korero mo te Tukapuka ma a te kawanatanga mo nga mea Maori 1973, ara mo te whakahounga:



	1)
	I te ture 1953 mo nga mea Maori;


	2)
	I te ture 1967 menemana,


	3)
	Me etahi atu Ture Rite Tonu. Kua kitea e au ko enei whakahounga




katoa nga ture tata e tika ana ki to tatau huarahi Maori, kei nga whakahaere a-iwi kei aotearoa i tenei ra. Me mohio, i te pai, i te tika o nga mahi a te Kawanatanga repa mo tatau, ka kaha tatau ki te pooti ki te tautoko i tenei kawanatanga mau ra ano ka hia ke nga tau.
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Kei te tino tautoko au i te whakahokinga o te Tari o nga mea Maori ki tona ritenga kito mua, ara i mur atu i te tau 1968 Ki a au, me wehe marika tonu ke te Wahanga Maori i te Wahanga o nga Moutere; a ko te Minita mo nga mea Maori me taturu motuhake mo te iwi Maori o Aotearoa. I te noho wehe tonu kei enei Wahanga e rua. Na te Kawanatanga Nahinara i whakakotahi i te tau 1968. Na i te peneihanga ano nei enei iwi e rua no Aotearoa ake. Kaore hoki, te penei. Kaati, ki taku titiro no te takanga o nga moutere ki raro i te Minita Maori, ka nui te mahi mana. Kua kore ia e tino watea ki te whakahaere i nga tikanga e tino pai ai ta tatau noho tahi ko te iwi Pakeha. He mahi nui tonu ke ta te minita Maori inaianei twi te mau tonu o te whakawhanaunga-hanga, o te noho pai o enei iwi e rua o Aotearoa ake. Ara i nga huarahi a-iwi, oranga tinana, o nga kura, o te kawanatanga hoki. Ahakoa ka wehea atu te Tari mo nga Moutere ka nui tonu nga mahi ma te Minita, Ka taea te korero ko nga iwi o nga Moutere e kotahi katoa atu ana ki a Iniahia, Haina, Mareihia, Pinpaina Papua-New Guinea me Ahitereirea. Ka kitea tonuhia katahi ka kaita rawa atu te mahi ma te Minita Maori. E kore hoki e taea e ia Mehemea ki te tohe tonu etahi kia kotahi mai nga moutere me enei iwi o te Moana-nui-a-Kiwa ki a taku, ka kiteatangahea te he - kaore e oti kaore e tutuki. I a au ka rua tau nei ki te wharewananga o Poneke kaore e tika kia wehewehea enei iwi engari kia mau tonu ki to ratau rangatiratanga, Maontanga hoki, ara ki to ratau karangatanga a-iwi kia rite tonu ki o ratau whenua tupu, ki ratau ingoa, a e noho rangatira tonu ai ratau ahakoa pehea, i ta ratau takato mai i te Moana Nui-a-Kiwa. I a ratau nei inaianei a Hamoa Hauauru mo nga Hamoa, a Tonga mo nga Tonga, a Whutu mo nga Whutu a Papua-New Guinea mo nga iwi o Papua-New Guinea. Na reira ka tika kia take ratau ki raro i tetahi atu Mmita o te Kawanatanga, a kua huaina nei ko Honore Amoho, Minita o nga kura. Ko nga whenua nunui o te Moana-Nui-a Kiwa kua whakatakama ki raro i te mana o Honore Kake, to tatou Pirimia, e huaina nei ta he Minita no nga Mea Rawaho.


Te Mutunga Kei te tautoko au me wehe te Minitanga mo tatau mo nga Maori o Aotearoa i te mea mo nga moutere Katahi ka mohio au ka haere whakamua nga ahuatanga a tenei wiki e tu mai nei ka korero au mote poari au nga mea Maori me nga mahi a nga iwi e rua nei.


Now that Dr Pryde Je and I have not any more to lay about the Maori language, I have felt that it would be of some advantage perhaps to continue the influence and prestige of the language by writing articles in our Maori language to indicate that it is very much a living language. Therefore, if you observe that some of the subjects I treat and my knowledge of our language do not meet with your approval, send me your objections, with explanations, care of Salient, Victoria University. If you have any articles in Maori to send in, please do so Don't forget to send in your translations info English as well.


Last week I spoke on the Treaty of Waitangi, and that it was the Pakehas of those days who first broke it. It was not our parents or our ancestors. I asked the question in the conclusion how can we remedy the situation today. My own answer was that there was one way I knew of to increase the Maori members in the present day Parliament.


This week I shall speak on the subject of the Government White Paper on Maori Affairs, 1973 i.e. the proposed amendments to 1) Amendments to the Maori Affairs Act 1953. 2) The Maori Affairs Amendment Act, 1967, and other related Acts.


I have discovered for myself that all these changes of the laws, on the whole are in keeping with the Maori way of life; as it is in New Zealand society today. Of course because of the good and fair treatment by the Labour Government of us Maori people, we have strongly voted for and supported this Government for many years.
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Part I


I approve of the change in the definition of the word Maori as it is written in E20 page 14, part II from the Principal Act of 1953 to the present day and hereafter i.e. Maori henceforth means a person of the Maori race of NZ and includes any descendant of such a person. The strange thing to me is that this law has been applicable to Maori land for several years. At long last, it can now become applicable to Maori persons of NZ.


As I see it, this definition can also apply to voting in the biennial parliamentary elections.


In so far as I am aware this change in the law explains to us that no matter how little Maori blood there is in a person whether a woman, a man or child — if it could be proved conclusively, perhaps by means of genealogy, that that person is a Maori, he, she, or it can have the right to declare voluntarily that he., she, or it is a Maori. This is truly Maori spirit.
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Part II




Part II


The Department of Maori Affairs reconstituted.


I definitely support the 
[
unclear: reconstitution] of the Department of Maori Affairs to its former self, that is, previous to 1968. To me the Department of Maori and Island Affairs should be separated so that the Minister of Maori Affairs may totally work only for the Maori people of NZ. These two departments have always been separate. It was the National Government which amalgamated them in 1968. When this took place, it appeared as if both peoples originally belonged to NZ which was not so. However when both peoples were placed under the Minister of Maori Affairs it was found that the Minister was given extra work to do, and so gave him little time to spend with his own people who needed his full-time help to further strengthen the ties and understanding between the Maori and the Pakeha,


He has a lot of work to do to maintain successfully the good relationships between us Maoris and Pakehas socially, economically, educationally and politically. Although the department of Island Affairs will be separated, this would still leave the Minister with a lot of work to do. It can be said that the Island people are all one with Indonesia, China, Malaysia. Phillipines, Papua New Guinea and Australia. It will be seen from this tabulation what a tremendous task the Minister of Maori affairs has to undertake. It's an impossible task. If however some people still persist with the idea of the Pacific Island groups to amalgamate with us, one can see that it is out of the question — it is not practical or realistic. As I am attending the University in Wellington, I am of the opinion that it is not right to separate these people but that they should continue to adhere to their sovereignty, to their independence, that is, their national unity set aside in their mainland, to prove their legal identity, come what might in those island in the Pacific.


As they are now, they would be called Western Samoa, Tonga, Fiji and Papua-New Guinea. And that is why they should come under another Minister of the government who has been named as the Honourable Amos, Minister of Education. All the big countries within the Pacific area should come within the portfolio of the Honourable Kirk, our Prime Minister, who is the Minister of Foreign Affairs.


Conclusion: I am in favour of a separate department for us from that of the Pacific Island groups. Thus I will know that the work among the two original peoples will forge ahead.


My subject next week will be the "Board of Maori Affairs".
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Poems






The Veterinarian




[image: Man riding a vintage bicycle]




the veterinarian moves



between the islands of fur



about the calves he says nothing



conversing more in geese



and the swelling part





he is never doubtful



in front of patients





he stands



and he watches





his speech is the dead leaf



blown across a field



his bags leak straw



and moist sawdust



D.S. Long






History of the Revolution


from Marty


The socialists of this noble press are very fond of informing me that there is no difference between literature and political writings. I disagree, but I've found an excellent compromise: a call to the workers to unite and arm written in the foureenth century. This translation is of a letter by John Ball to the peasants of Essex in 1381. He was executed for inciting the revolt after its failure later that year.


"John Shepherd, sometime priest of St Mary's of York, and now of Colchester, sends warm greetings to John Anyone. John Miller, and John Carter. He warns you to watch out for traitors among your fellows in the town; and to stand united in God's name Go to your work. Piers Plowman, and curse Robert the Robber. Take. John True blood with you, and all his comrades, and no-one else; elect yourselves a leader, and follow him and no-one else.




John the Miller, he's worked hard at his trade;



With the help of Christ his wages will be paid.



Keep a watch, or you'll go down



Know the foe from partisan;



Let your wants by need by bound.



Do well — do better — keep from crime;



Aim for peace. Be sure and firm!



This is the will of John True blood and his comrades"







Obsolete Generation




Huddled against the cruel grey wind



They lean on melancholy walking sticks and



Peer, sightlessly from spectacled eyes.



Faces, pale yellow, bleached by the years





Enthanasiacs all — the walking dead



Shuffling towards the satin lined coffin.



In threadbare slippered feet.



The family in solemn attendance,



With flowers.





Victims of impersonality, they are



Shunted off with casual ease



By children, preoccupied with quarter-acre dreams,



Who fear the mortal signs of wrinkled skin



Too large for the withered empty body.





Lacking all but this hollow shell



Their minds addled by



Senility; mumbling to themselves



In their souless institution



While Parliament debates the rise



In Old-Age Pensions.



—Graeme Simpson






A Small Shadow




Chopped down by swift black paws



By the path the dying hen lies in grass





Blood pumping, into the fresh sky



Feet kicking. Neck ripped open.





Yard and bleak henhouse behind.



Stacked bottles bring in morning





Sun. We walk around the victim, observing



That as usual death will not go away. When





We scold and beat our dog and



Walk back sighing, shrugging into the house, a





Small shadow falls on our backs. We



Know that at any time this could happen to us.



—John Gibb






Wulf and Eadwacer



This poem was written over one thousand years ago, and has always been a puzzling fragment. The following is intended to translate the spirit rather than the words.




A Godsend, a gift, a present to my people



Such would he be should he stray into their camp



Thus are we divided, the torrent water splits us, sundered to my grief.



An island holds Wulf



Another holds me



Black bogged, deep mired, guarded by the bloodmen



Savage men, hard men



They would put him to the sword



If he tried to reach me



Thus are we divided.



The sky was full of tear-clouds



My eyes glistened sightless



Roving with Wulf as he struggled afar



Warm was his greeting



Sad was his parting



As he left me once more.



My Wulf! Am I lean as I gaze from the casement?



Are you sure that my shivering is only from



I am sick — is my weakness from want of more food?



No, Wulf, the hunger



Is deeper than bread-need



You visit me seldom



To lighten my grief.



Eadwacer, my husband, do you hear my wailing?



Look now, even now, to the darkening forest



For Wulf carries off our pitiful child.



It is not hard to sunder



What was never united:



The song of us two together.



Marty
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the veterinarian moves



between the islands of fur



about the calves he says nothing



conversing more in geese



and the swelling part





he is never doubtful



in front of patients





he stands



and he watches





his speech is the dead leaf



blown across a field



his bags leak straw



and moist sawdust



D.S. Long
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History of the Revolution


from Marty


The socialists of this noble press are very fond of informing me that there is no difference between literature and political writings. I disagree, but I've found an excellent compromise: a call to the workers to unite and arm written in the foureenth century. This translation is of a letter by John Ball to the peasants of Essex in 1381. He was executed for inciting the revolt after its failure later that year.


"John Shepherd, sometime priest of St Mary's of York, and now of Colchester, sends warm greetings to John Anyone. John Miller, and John Carter. He warns you to watch out for traitors among your fellows in the town; and to stand united in God's name Go to your work. Piers Plowman, and curse Robert the Robber. Take. John True blood with you, and all his comrades, and no-one else; elect yourselves a leader, and follow him and no-one else.




John the Miller, he's worked hard at his trade;



With the help of Christ his wages will be paid.



Keep a watch, or you'll go down



Know the foe from partisan;



Let your wants by need by bound.



Do well — do better — keep from crime;



Aim for peace. Be sure and firm!



This is the will of John True blood and his comrades"
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Obsolete Generation




Huddled against the cruel grey wind



They lean on melancholy walking sticks and



Peer, sightlessly from spectacled eyes.



Faces, pale yellow, bleached by the years





Enthanasiacs all — the walking dead



Shuffling towards the satin lined coffin.



In threadbare slippered feet.



The family in solemn attendance,



With flowers.





Victims of impersonality, they are



Shunted off with casual ease



By children, preoccupied with quarter-acre dreams,



Who fear the mortal signs of wrinkled skin



Too large for the withered empty body.





Lacking all but this hollow shell



Their minds addled by



Senility; mumbling to themselves



In their souless institution



While Parliament debates the rise



In Old-Age Pensions.



—Graeme Simpson
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A Small Shadow




Chopped down by swift black paws



By the path the dying hen lies in grass





Blood pumping, into the fresh sky



Feet kicking. Neck ripped open.





Yard and bleak henhouse behind.



Stacked bottles bring in morning





Sun. We walk around the victim, observing



That as usual death will not go away. When





We scold and beat our dog and



Walk back sighing, shrugging into the house, a





Small shadow falls on our backs. We



Know that at any time this could happen to us.



—John Gibb
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Wulf and Eadwacer



This poem was written over one thousand years ago, and has always been a puzzling fragment. The following is intended to translate the spirit rather than the words.




A Godsend, a gift, a present to my people



Such would he be should he stray into their camp



Thus are we divided, the torrent water splits us, sundered to my grief.



An island holds Wulf



Another holds me



Black bogged, deep mired, guarded by the bloodmen



Savage men, hard men



They would put him to the sword



If he tried to reach me



Thus are we divided.



The sky was full of tear-clouds



My eyes glistened sightless



Roving with Wulf as he struggled afar



Warm was his greeting



Sad was his parting



As he left me once more.



My Wulf! Am I lean as I gaze from the casement?



Are you sure that my shivering is only from



I am sick — is my weakness from want of more food?



No, Wulf, the hunger



Is deeper than bread-need



You visit me seldom



To lighten my grief.



Eadwacer, my husband, do you hear my wailing?



Look now, even now, to the darkening forest



For Wulf carries off our pitiful child.



It is not hard to sunder



What was never united:



The song of us two together.



Marty
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The New South Pacific: by R.G. Crocombe. Published by Reed Education. $2.50. Reviewed by R.W. Steele (who recommends that all New Zealanders read this book).
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For a long time the phrase 'South Pacific' used to conjure up visions of holidays in paradise, sunshine, coconuts, Godzone territory.


Then some Pacific Islanders encroached New Zealand by joining the working class. 'Pacific Islanders' and even 'coconut' became almost a dirty word in certain circles and most New Zealanders reverted to imagining their country as being an appendage of Europe and not in the South Pacific at all.


This year all the immigration trouble has blown up, and the government policies of sweeping it all under the carpet of Mt Eden Prison and departmental chaos have become harder and harder to accept


Just what is going on, why do the Pacific Islanders come here, who aids who, how much of an imperialist power is New Zealand, and what are conditions like in the Islands, are big questions now for New Zealanders to look into.
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Crocombe's book is timely, then. Brief (130 pages), wide ranging, informative and provocative, it doesn't provide too many answers but will help any reader to shape relevant questions.


Ron Crocombe is Professor of Pacific Studies at the University of the South Pacific. Born in New Zealand, he has lived most of his life in various Pacific islands, and he has published extensive works on them. 
The New South Pacific aims to provide a personal view of major trends in the world's most widely scattered region.


The early chapter on economy begins with a scanty and unprogressive treatment of the growth of foreign dominance and the resistance movements formed to fight it. While these resistance movements have not had notable success, Crocombe underestimates their significance and gives no indication to future resistance to neocolonialism in the South Pacific.


Crocombe's few examples of resistance movements are all taken from the past. This could imply to readers that there are no similar movements at present. But in the New Hebrides, for example, there is a growing movement for national independence led by the New Hebrides National Party against the French and British rulers of the country. This movement includes the growing working class movement in the New Hebrides and is based to an important extent on the Presbyterian Church, which shows that some sections of the church are playing a progressive role in the Pacific Island countries.


The chapter ends with a clear description of partnerships of foreign and local businesses and summarises some of the dangers:


'Slowly more and more functions in the economy are being taken over either by government or by large-scale international capital The proportion of total business handled by small businessmen is dwindling all the time.


'The latest trend in economic change (I prefer not to call it economic development because "development" tends to have a fallacious connotation of something inevitable and invariably desirable) is for combined indigenous-expatriate enterprise. That is, a major foreign firm moves in and shares with local people. This has many advantages and it does facilitate participation, but in practice many of these organisations end up very substantially foreign owned, and with only token local participation.
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'The foreign enterprise, being much larger and more experienced, is more likely to establish a profitable operation, but the main task of a local subsidiary is to serve its foreign parent company. Its loyalty, not only its moral obligation but its legal obligation, is to make as much profit as it can for its shareholders, the vast majority of whom are foreign. This question of partnership between foreign and local business is likely to become a crucial political issue in the Pacific in the 1970s.


One aspect of joint ventures that could have serious consequences, is that the local participant is usually chosen from within a fairly small, elite class.



This is usually a strongly politically affiliated and unrepresentative segment of the local population. Joint enterprise in these circumstances may increase the already substantial political power of the local business elite, and divorce it further from the common people. There is evidence of this in several parts of the Pacific. As those with political power gain more economic power, they can entrench themselves in a smaller and smaller, more and more exclusive, richer, indigenous but foreign-influenced elite. And that inevitably has political consequences, for when hereditary or other leaders divorce themselves from their people and align their interests more closely with foreign business, there is a danger that (as in other forms of divorce and re-marriage) the children feel abandoned and tend to hate their step-mother. Such resentment can be hidden or muffled for a time and to a degree, but there are distinct limits.'
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A later chapter also on the economy includes an excellent summary of what is going on in South Pacific aid. Who aids who? asks Crocombe, and answers:


'Paradoxically, restrictions on permanent migration lead to the poorer independent islands subsidising their rich neighbours! The Tongan economy, for example, pays the heavy costs of raising and educating children who produce nothing but consume a lot. When they become potentially productive, however, the young men seek paid employment overseas. Women, as well as unfit and aged men, remain a relative drain on the reduced proportion of active men left in Tonga. New Zealand, Nauru and the other countries employing Tongan labour, gain by acquiring fit men, usually without their dependents, at minimal pay-rates and minimum overhead costs in short-term jobs. When they become redundant or old they are returned to Tonga. In other words, contract employment which New Zealanders call "aid" to Tonga is more properly Tongan aid to New Zealand. For seasonal harvesting (which Fijians particularly undertake in New Zealand) Fiji in effect pays the unemployment benefits which New Zealand would have to pay during the off-season if New Zealand had a full work-force for these least desired tasks. (Incidentally, island villages have for over a century been subsidising foreign-owned plantations in the islands in the same way). It was the Fiji and Tonga governments which requested New Zealand to provide job opportunities for their under-employed citizens. It was not an exploitative plot by New Zealand to boost its economy with cheap island labour while the islands pay the overheads but that is the way it will be increasingly regarded, and in effect it contains an element of truth.


'Unskilled migrant labouring can be exciting once or twice, but as a way of life it is culturally sterile and psychologically depressing. Melanesians at home drop it in favour of almost any alternative. Permanent migration, on the other hand, does help the situation back home so long as it does not become a brain drain of the top talents.


The Pacific economies need aid, but much of it so far has been designed to benefit the donor countries more than the recipients. Indeed, beggars cannot be choosers, but it is probably to the long term advantage of the donors also to give more thought to long-term consequences. The aid relationship needs much further rethinking to generate opportunities rather than charity, confidence rather than humiliation and sell-reliance rather than dependence.'


Crocombe, of course, is no socialist. At times what he is saying does by implication advocate a socialist transformation of the economy, but he never goes anywhere near saying this. Generally, his analysis falls short of solutions. At least once Crocombe indicates that he doesn't know what socialism is about:


'Most of the capitalist governments in the world today are based on structures designed for conditions in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Communism was designed to solve the problems of last century.'


Later, he describes the Marxist Maoist guideline as being as sterile as US imperialism.


Like a good number of liberal academics, he prefers to turn a blind eye to the positive economic transformation that has gone on in countries such as Albania and China in the last thirty years or so. How it is possible to talk about domination of foreign capital and the evil effects of economic imperialism, and to ignore the tremendous strides that socialist countries and liberation movements have taken in smashing their stranglehold, is almost beyond my comprehension.
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Perhaps Crocombes standpoint comes through clearest when he quotes with approval what the Pro-Chancellor of the University of the South Pacific told tourist industry representatives recently:


"The culture, the friendliness, the songs and dances, the handicrafts and customs of my people of the Pacific are your most valuable asset, an asset which you can use without having to invest one single cent... Destroy it and you have destroyed your main asset which can never be created again..... new business opportunities beckon. Let us safeguard our customs and traditions in a way that will preserve both our profits and our heritage."


Note that 'profits' come first


Obviously such a book will deal extensively with culture, and fortunately Crocombe spends most of his time with the reality and little with the concept His examples clearly indicate that groups of people who are strongly attached to their culture and try to preserve as much of it as possible are at an advantage rather than a disadvantage in the modern world. They tend to do belter even in western-style education, and their economies are by no means less successful than those of over-colonialised people.


Crocombe is also clear on the costs of urbanisation. Urbanised people commit more 'erime', go mad more, have more drug addiction and need more welfare services. If closer consideration were given to the non-economic consequences of industrialisation and of such aspects of it as tourism, industry would have to pay back more to the community than it 
does now for the damage it does.


For people who leave their home environment for a new one Crocombe does not see much hope. He notes that at least by our standards, the vast number of islanders living in New Zealand, or for that matter Samoans and Tongans living in Hawaii, have not done very well. Aspirations for higher income are quickly met with unchallenging, unskilled work. This can reinforce or create feelings of inferiority. Polynesians become trapped in the vicious circle of the repressed working class.


On religion, the book includes some good points about the inflexibility of the church and its close association with the privileged classes. But Crocombe avoids making any more definite statements about the history of religion in the Pacific than that it had some good points, some bad. About the future he says that "radical' change is already in progress, but he neglects to outline what sort of radical change, and to what end


New Zealand's 'rather dull' record of colonial administration comes under fire, and Crocombe hopes 'that New Zealand people in the 1970s will honour the obligation that the previous generation did not adequately discharge — to equip sufficient islanders with the skills to enable them to more fully use the Limited resources available to them. Cook Islanders, Niueans and Tokelau islanders are, after all, New Zealand citizens who could, if they chose to, insist on receiving a much greater share of New Zealand's resources than they do at present.'
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by Leslie Wall


According to George Steiner pop music is "an Esperanto.....a universal dialect of youth" And on the face of it that seems pretty safe to say. Among other things, pop music has given some sense of belonging together; as much as anything does, it involves a set of experiences, symbols and meanings that does give the "youth culture "some sense of solidarity as a separate social group. And 'Life' and Time' magazines have published enough photos of rock concerts from Bucharest to Buenos Aires to give the illusion that rock is indeed the international language.


However, two English writers Graeme Murdock and Robin McBron feel that this universal appeal of rock music is over-rated. They feel that the sort of music you like generally depends on the social group to which you belong. They-claim that social class is more basic than any artistic preference or age grouping. As they pointed out in a 
New Society article last year its one thing to say that people between 12 and 20 dominate the record business, and quite another to say that pop music brings everybody within that age group together.


For in England anyway, their surveys showed that instead of helping create a classless society of the young, pop music was reaffirming class divisions. For example, if you liked reggae, soul music and Slade you were, more than likely, a lower class high school dropout. While if you liked Genesis, Pink Floyd and the Dead you were probably a middle-class university student. Why should this be?


In order to set up their study Murdock and McBron asked some 340 Midland kids (aged 14 — 17, and from all backgrounds) to describe the main types of current pop music and to give examples of each. Almost all made the same four distinctions.




	1)
	Top Twenty. Single artists. Everything from teeny idols (Cassidy, Bolan) to hard pop (Slade, Alice Cooper) to Motown.


	2)
	Reggae/Soul — any black music funkier than Motown.


	3)
	Progressive LP artists — Floyd, ELP, Focus. Also singer/song writers like Cohen, Van Morrison.


	4)
	Family pop. Cilia Black Cliff Richard.



The kids themselves were also divided into those pupils who wanted to leave school as soon as possible and the more successful ones who wanted to stay on and go to university.


Most of the former were working class, and tended to like the black music "that you could dance to in discos". When asked for their favourite disc 41% of this group picked reggae, soul or Motown recording. Eight per cent names a "progressive" record. Among the middle class group this pattern was exactly the opposite, 42.5% picked a progressive record and only 5% mentioned black pop.


The next step was to ask the pupils to describe which people liked which type of music. The working class kids described those who liked progressive rock as "freaks", "weirdos" and "wankers", while the middle class group responded by calling the reggae fans "skinheads" and "cretins". Similarly reggae fans described each other as "guys who are in with the crowd" "people with a bit of taste" and "people who like to dance" while the progressive supporters felt themselves to be "people who listen deeply to music and think about it", and "people who are really into music not just because their friends like it". In other words a different attitude to musical experience can be seen. The working class one valued a feeling of solidarity of being part of the crowd, that music gave. On the other hand the middle class stressed the need for close attention and the uniqueness of each person's response, i.e. it reflected the middle class values for intellectualism and individuality.
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Remember that this study was done in England, and so the reasons apply more to the English situation. Take the working class group first. As is well known schools reflect the middle class world of career-consciousness, based on intellectual ability, individual achievement and conformity to bureaucratic routines. All this genuinely operates against pupils from working class homes, so that most are officially labelled as substandard and given dull, alienating jobs. Being the losers in an unequal competition has been a familiar historical experience for working class people, and it has built up a legacy of responses which stress other values than those applied by schools. The early school leavers draw on these experiences of previous "unchosen" generations which have remained to colour the everyday life within the family and local neighbourhood. These local cultures are based on values of group solidarity, physical competence, toughness and action.


These are precisely the values used by the worker pupils in their selections of pop. They liked soul and reggae for two main reasons. The music and its performers express and extend their own values of toughness and physical ability, and the music is perfect for dancing, which lets you show your own physical ability to the crowd.


The successful kids have different problems. They must conform to bureaucratic routine and constantly prove their academic worth in order to pass exams and advance their careers. As a result, schools ignore or repress any emotions or areas of expression that cannot be objectified and examined. Yet it is precisely those types of feeling that rise most strongly during adolescence. So the problem for the middle class kid is to express the emotions denied by schools in ways that can't endanger his university life and future career.



Rock music fits the bill perfectly. It is as some people say "revolutionary" in that it gives an outlet for feelings that society denies everywhere else. But precisely because of that it serves to protect the repressive machinery. It is a revolutionary playground safe within the social walls.
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The musicians are avidly read about in the underground press, and middle class kids follow very closely all the creative and life style experiments of their heroes. Great value is placed on rock musicians who "do their own thing", who are as publicly outrageous as their middle class followers would like, but do not dare, to be. For the function of the rock star is never to "tell it like it is" but how his audience wants it to be, and this feeling of ownership by the fans in his audience is as possessive among the Grateful Dead freaks as it is among the teeny bopper fans of the Osmonds.


To meet the market created by the middle class rock fan newspapers now give very erudite reviews to the relevant concerts and records. Universities give courses in rock music. Books of academic criticism pour from the presses. Ironically the music that has been hailed as the centre of the "counter culture" is fast becoming the minority culture of the middle class intellectual.


The reasoning behind Murdock and McBron's article can finally be extended to differences between American and English rock music. Generally, New Zealanders, like good colonials prefer English rock. I've often heard it said that America has no "experimental" rock bands to compare with Pink Floyd, Genesis, Yes and so on. The reason for this however is not because the English have some innate superiority, but because of roots. A middle class American dropout who plays music has the whole tradition of black and white southern music to explore. The English have nothing like this folk tradition to fall back on; English folk music is alien to rock music. So in the early days of rock and roll the English copied black music very badly. During the Beatles period they copied it very well, but in the post Beatles period the English realised that what roots they had lay in the European classical tradition. And so we get to the music of Yes and Co. which try to combine rock with the technical kitbag of classical music. Whether you regard this music as 'exciting' and 'experimental' or pretentious and vapid depends on where your own roots lie.
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Ice Water: Leo Kottke. Capital disc.


Reviewed by Truman Coyote.


In seedy little record shops in seedy American suburbs they probably have lots of reduced discs by three guys called Robbie Basho, John Fahey and Leo Kottke, all of whom used to record for Fahey's seedy little Takoma label. Which is unfair and unjust because they're probably the finest acoustic guitarists in America. Fahey and Co. have been churning out LPs for about five years now, and there's no real sign of the fickle finger marking them out for the Big Break. They play a kind of Appalachian reggae; long, weaving virtuoso pieces that milk most of American folk traditions along the way. They have names like "The Dance of Blind Joe Death". It's quiet, beautiful and self controlled music played with a taste and economy that will ensure continued obscurity for all three.


Fahey is the most famous. He rediscovered John Hurt and Skip James years ago; he wrote a book about Charley Patton, and his music turned up briefly in "Zabriskic Point". Basho is the most sensual, and uses a lot of Eastern ideas. Kottke could possibly be the most commercial. On this, his third Capitol LP, he does the best Tom T. Hall song I've ever heard, and some brilliant material of his own. This guy also plays the best 12 string guitar you'll hear any-where! Fast, complex, perfectly controlled and quite subordinated to the needs of the material. And he has a rich but deadpan voice, very much like Ry Cooder. In fact if Ry Cooder was fat, he'd probably sound a lot like Leo Kottke. The raves in this review are all well earned. Just wish it would work a miracle and get someone to release the Takoma catalogue in this country.







Buffalo Springfield: two LPs; Atlantic Sd806.


Reviewed by Pat O'Dea.


This isn't just another oldies album, because Buffalo Springfield still repay playing. And they stand up to the test of time so well precisely because they never went in for any of those adventurous projects that date so quickly. And as always the melodies of these tunes by Stephen Still, Neil Young, Jim Messina and Richie Furay just keep coming round and round in your head for days afterwards.


Most of the tracks have appeared in one guise or another on other Springfield albums, so it boils down to whether your taste in the old material matches that of the man at Atlantic. Nearly all the choices are good ones. Still's "Sit Down I Think I Love You" and "Rock and Roll Woman" sound remarkably like the kind of music he's still working at today. Neil Young's "Out of My Mind" is not so familiar, but a lovely song all the same. Even though the album leans fairly heavily on cuts from the first two Springfield LPs its sad that no one saw fit to include either Young's first anti-drug song "Flying on the Ground is Wrong" or "Do You Have To Come Right Out and Say It" which was also released as the flip of their first hit "For What Its Worth". That's here, of course, and its so fortunate that all of these brilliant early songs missed out on the big screen treatment that the later Stills and Young tunes got given by CSN $ Y.


In fact, after listening to Neil and Steve doing teenage harmony together and after hearing all the skilled pickin and pluckin' going on in these simple tunes, yes after hearing all the energy talent and taste spread over these two records I feel tempted to say something like: this was America's answer to the Beatles!







Tales from Topographic Oceans: Yes. Atlantic 2-SD 4742.


Reviewed by P.F. O'Dea.


Yes are definitely not to be taken lightly. I don't dunk it's unfair to quote a couple of examples from their lyrics out of context:


"As one with the knowledge and magic of the source/attuned to the majesty of music/they marched as one with earth." and "Lost in light's array/I ventured to see as the sound began to play"


Jon Anderson's words illustrate the problem: he and the band seem to be pushing hard for some sort of magnum opus. They bring a tremendous amount of fire power to bear on the Great Task: Yes are incredibly accomplished as musicians — they've all got the technique, and they aren't afraid to try things out. The music is awesomely literate and blessed with a production that brings out the richness of every texture; I bet there are many musicians who drive themselves spare trying to work out how they do it, but for me, Yes are missing the point in the grand style.


I wouldn't suggest that they should limit themselves to "Dust My Blues", but they might give a though to letting a real emotional feel develop by itself instead of trying to force it out by all means known to musical science.


This isn't to say Yes are simply a crowd of pretentious ivory tower people. In amongst the complexities there are some beautiful passages — for example during the second half of Ritual: Nous Sommes Du Soleil — but the subjects they're dealing with demand a more oblique approach, a greater degree of subtlety and down home guts.


Now if Yes were to start off from less grandiose concepts and tame their technique, they'd really be getting somewhere. As they are on 'Tales from Topographic Oceans" they stand as monuments to the perils of progressive music. After all, every Don Quixote needs his Sancho Panza just as every Morecambe needs his Wise.







Andy Pratt: SBP474133.


Reviewed by Chuck Wagon.


I was reading Bob Christgaw late last night and God, it's great to see that someone else hates the Eagles. I mean, hip capitalists we will always have among us, but do we really have to endure hip reactionaries that are as smug and fatuous as those boys? But just to show you that the brain of every whacked out rich hippie has not turned to mush, meet Andy Pratt.


You probably know him already; "Avenging Annie" is undoubtedly the greatest single of the seventies, a dazzling multi-level journey with Pretty Boy Floyd, the avenging angel, revenge fantasies, paranoia fantasies, liberation fantasies, sado-masochism fantasies and what not, woven into the perfect musical backing; if the Byrds die and go to heaven they'll probably put out singles that sound as good as "Avenging Annie". And the wonder is, it was a bigger hit in Wellington than anywhere else in the world!


The good news is that the LP is nearly as good. As an antidote to that Hollywood cow shit you get from the Eagles, try "Sittin' in the Moonlight", while on one channel Andy lisps out a slightly bent version of the usual Mother Nature drool ("stick your toe in the cool ocean water") on the other channel the other Andy Pratt is lisping things like "I'm gonna jump right out of here and stab you".


That's the thing about Andy; he's a little intense, a mite excessive. He's blessed with this banshee falsetto voice and he has a talent for writing love songs with lines like "and you ripped your fingers on the doorknob/walked straight into the TV/and said something which made everyone think you were really stupid". There's also another song about how when Andy can't make it with people he "gives it all to music" and it seems he hears "dark pianos" playing in his head all the time. I believe it. This one scores in all directions. Five stars for manic energy, five stars for the voice, five stars for the phenomenal over tracking and overdubbing, and five stars for somehow finding a completely unknown backing group. Roger Hawkins does not play drums on this record.


The bad news is that this gem has sold about three copies. So Phonogram will surely delete it. Remember what happened with the Armatrading LP?
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Reviewed by Truman Coyote.
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Reviewed by Pat O'Dea.


This isn't just another oldies album, because Buffalo Springfield still repay playing. And they stand up to the test of time so well precisely because they never went in for any of those adventurous projects that date so quickly. And as always the melodies of these tunes by Stephen Still, Neil Young, Jim Messina and Richie Furay just keep coming round and round in your head for days afterwards.
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Reviewed by P.F. O'Dea.


Yes are definitely not to be taken lightly. I don't dunk it's unfair to quote a couple of examples from their lyrics out of context:


"As one with the knowledge and magic of the source/attuned to the majesty of music/they marched as one with earth." and "Lost in light's array/I ventured to see as the sound began to play"


Jon Anderson's words illustrate the problem: he and the band seem to be pushing hard for some sort of magnum opus. They bring a tremendous amount of fire power to bear on the Great Task: Yes are incredibly accomplished as musicians — they've all got the technique, and they aren't afraid to try things out. The music is awesomely literate and blessed with a production that brings out the richness of every texture; I bet there are many musicians who drive themselves spare trying to work out how they do it, but for me, Yes are missing the point in the grand style.


I wouldn't suggest that they should limit themselves to "Dust My Blues", but they might give a though to letting a real emotional feel develop by itself instead of trying to force it out by all means known to musical science.


This isn't to say Yes are simply a crowd of pretentious ivory tower people. In amongst the complexities there are some beautiful passages — for example during the second half of Ritual: Nous Sommes Du Soleil — but the subjects they're dealing with demand a more oblique approach, a greater degree of subtlety and down home guts.


Now if Yes were to start off from less grandiose concepts and tame their technique, they'd really be getting somewhere. As they are on 'Tales from Topographic Oceans" they stand as monuments to the perils of progressive music. After all, every Don Quixote needs his Sancho Panza just as every Morecambe needs his Wise.
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Andy Pratt: SBP474133





Andy Pratt: SBP474133.


Reviewed by Chuck Wagon.


I was reading Bob Christgaw late last night and God, it's great to see that someone else hates the Eagles. I mean, hip capitalists we will always have among us, but do we really have to endure hip reactionaries that are as smug and fatuous as those boys? But just to show you that the brain of every whacked out rich hippie has not turned to mush, meet Andy Pratt.


You probably know him already; "Avenging Annie" is undoubtedly the greatest single of the seventies, a dazzling multi-level journey with Pretty Boy Floyd, the avenging angel, revenge fantasies, paranoia fantasies, liberation fantasies, sado-masochism fantasies and what not, woven into the perfect musical backing; if the Byrds die and go to heaven they'll probably put out singles that sound as good as "Avenging Annie". And the wonder is, it was a bigger hit in Wellington than anywhere else in the world!


The good news is that the LP is nearly as good. As an antidote to that Hollywood cow shit you get from the Eagles, try "Sittin' in the Moonlight", while on one channel Andy lisps out a slightly bent version of the usual Mother Nature drool ("stick your toe in the cool ocean water") on the other channel the other Andy Pratt is lisping things like "I'm gonna jump right out of here and stab you".


That's the thing about Andy; he's a little intense, a mite excessive. He's blessed with this banshee falsetto voice and he has a talent for writing love songs with lines like "and you ripped your fingers on the doorknob/walked straight into the TV/and said something which made everyone think you were really stupid". There's also another song about how when Andy can't make it with people he "gives it all to music" and it seems he hears "dark pianos" playing in his head all the time. I believe it. This one scores in all directions. Five stars for manic energy, five stars for the voice, five stars for the phenomenal over tracking and overdubbing, and five stars for somehow finding a completely unknown backing group. Roger Hawkins does not play drums on this record.


The bad news is that this gem has sold about three copies. So Phonogram will surely delete it. Remember what happened with the Armatrading LP?
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[image: DOWNSTAGE THEATRE Hannah Playhouse Corner Courtenay Place & Cambridge Tce Nightly at 8.15pm Dinner at 6.45 pm The Sea by Edward Bond Directed by Sunny Amey Designed by Raymond Boyce Student concessions Bookings taken for coffee and pi All reservations 559-639 Watch papers for details of late night theatre.]
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Drama



Exiles: by James Joyce. Unity Theatre. Directed by Ralph McAllister. April 19 — May 4.


Reviewed by Martin Edmond.




[image: artwork of a drama production]


"Why the title Exiles? A nation exacts a penance from those who dare to leave her payable on their return." This from Joyce's own notes for his only play. The familiarity of the accent should not obscure how seriously Joyce made and worked with such statements. So much so, that in this work at least it can become tiresome. Large significances are barely even indicated in the sparseness of the language; it is as if the script is only a skeleton and the body must be given by the actors, in the depth they give to individual characters and their interactions.


You could apply that metaphor to much dramatic writing of course, but the trend is very marked in this example. Apparently, this may be its New Zealand premiere, though it was written in 1914. I felt this was probably because the play was almost unperformable, that it was too demanding for stage presentation. Unity's production is good enough to prove me wrong. If the precise weighting and interrelation of characters that Joyce imagined is not entirely reproduced on stage, the play we do get is at least satisfying in its own right.


Briefly, it is the story of Richard Rowan, another semi-autobiographical figure in the line of Stephen Daedalus and Gabriel Conroy (of 'The Dead'). After nine years in exile he has returned to Ireland with Bertha, the woman he took away with him. These two are joined by Beatrice and Robert, cousins, friends who remained behind. All four are involved in Richard's 'struggles to free himself from all bondages'. The attempt is to somehow live beyond the morality of convention, within themselves, and to grasp the difficult freedoms the rejection involves. This is the "exile" of the title. The dramatic focus is, superficially, on the question of adultery — Robert with Bertha and perhaps, Richard with Beatrice. A deeper conflict is concealed. I mean, if your actions and your emotional directions are not formed in relation to convention, how are they formed? How is love to be an honesty and a commitment? Robert's 'passion' and 'nature' cannot fit the free space Richard tries to build for all their lives. It is only enough for Bertha as a complement to the stranger and deeper bond between her and Richard — a bond, which, if it is beyond morality in essence and conception, must operate in some conventional framework. The spring of suffering in Richard, his 'wound', is in his desire to be the wronged husband, the cuckold. The complications are endless and probably unresolved. Robert must leave, Beatrice fades, Richard and Bertha are left with their young love behind them, an unknown perhaps empty future ahead.


The weight of the play falls on the central figure of Richard. In the Unity production he is an odd figure, much of the time appearing so queer as to be ridiculous. This is perhaps a serious fault. I am sure, anyway, that the man Malcolm George plays is not the man Joyce imagined. It is admittedly very difficult. He must be very different, and the differences must be both admirable and perplexing. He does not have enough of the strength here. What should be an uncompromising intellectual and emotional rigour, comes across too often as petulance. And there is something of the literary eccentric in his appearance which comes down to being a paraody of Joyce himself. It's impossible not to laugh when he enters every time — and the obvious debt the others owe him, serves to belittle him rather than to build him. It's a pity, since Jean Packman's Bertha is a woman of such presence, of such sensitivity. There is more than a hint of Molly Bloom in her, as well as the freshness and vulnerability of someone younger and less battered —that innocence which Richard has nurtured but cannot (or will not) now protect, that Robert cannot help but love. Bruce Tidswell as Robert is excellent too. What seems at first to be an aging sentimentality becomes a commitment, as far as he is able, to the struggle Richard has outlined. His tragedy, and we see it on stage, is that he can only fight in his intimacy with Bertha and Richard. Without them he is something less and something sadder. The fourth figure in this dance about the unattainable, Beatrice (Christie Black stone) comes through with less subtelty. Her main roles, as Richard's intellectual confidant and as Richard's lover, are over when the play begins. To some extent, therefore, she must appear more rigid than the others, as she fades from an individual to a type.


I think I have said enough to indicate that this is finally a worthwhile production. Enough of the delicacy is caught, enough of the talking is informed by the subtelty of the dance. On a purely technical level it is more than competent, allowing one to go through the formal re-stained drama where the conflicts are lived. I like the way in that theatre, everything is so much there without either imposition or self-deprecation. The production has an authenticity, a precision, the clean lines that Joyce has made as well as the darker convolutions lying between and behind them.




[image: Cartoon describing a film review]
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Flicks



by Jeremy Littlejohn


But for the grace of God, NAC, and the Lido showing times I would be writing about 'England Made Me'. However Easter in Christchurch, re-directed flights, and being unable to attend 8pm screenings for the moment have conspired to have me wander into the Princess and see 'Sabotage'. Something I had no real intention of doing, a feeling which I can only hope is shared by everyone else on the planet.


'Sabotage' is the first Filipino film I have set eyes on. If they are all like this, I hope it is the last. For someone, albeit under an American alias, to actually think this nonsense up, engaged people to help him realise it, and then, having had no shortage of time to think it over, to release it is mind boggling. In fact everything about this spy thriller featuring Agent X44, Tony Francino (pronounced Francine, however), is mind boggling. The plot —unlikely to rate five out of twenty in standard three composition — defies description, the acting — impaired by having only plot trigger lines dubbed — is comprehensible and the direction fails to put in an appearance. Admittedly, one could go in similar vein until another one of these outings comes along, but, suffice, to say, no epithet of scorn would be wasted on the while fiasco. A real indication of just how awry the film is, the blurb, an accurate representation of the form, but not the of the contents, gives the aptly shuddering description: sex.... citing.... dangers.... lover-boy..... Christ!


In reply to the 'Jon Bowie' query (if that doesn't put too fine a point on it), James Mason starred in The Last of Sheila', not John Mills. However, if I remember the film rightly, Mr Mason didn't bear sufficient scrutiny for notice of his name to be taken. However, an apology is due and trust the humble offer of one is accepted in similar tone. However The Best of Sheila' was not, in more ways than one; and if it was intelligent, it was decadently so.
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Books



Last and First Men / Last Men in London. 
Penguin 1972.



Star Maker: 
Penguin 1972. Olaf Stapledon.


Reviewed by David Buxton.


Both these books have happily been reprinted after being long out of print. Both books must be classified as science fiction, yet it is no ordinary science fiction; rather a brilliant treatise in fictional form on scientific and ethical possibilities with awe-inspiring imagination. The books purport to be histories of the future. The contain no plot, no characterisation, and no dialogue. The scope of the works is so large as to defy synopsis.


'Last and First Men' (1931) covers five billion years of human evolution. Stapledon a British philosopher, is not concerned with creating a piece of aesthetically admirable fiction. For all its flights of fancy, "Last and First Men" has strong philosophical undertones with Stapledon using an unusual medium to propagate his Marxist views. Some of Stapledon's prophecies concerning the period immediately after the First World War are very shaky (an Anglo-French war, a Russo-German war, a Euro-American war, followed by a Sino-American war). American capitalism eventually triumphs, establishes a world state and causes the downfall of world civilisation, leading to the end of the first species of man.


Stapledon hits his stride with a dispassionate account of the rise and fall of a further 17 distinct species of man struggling uncertainly toward full self-awareness. Finally man reaches the end, after migrating to Venus, and thence to Neptune, as the solar system culminates by natural causes. The Last Men (18th man), fully mature, god-like beings with a perfect social system, calmly accept their fate. Once they realise they cannot escape the ccatastrophe, they devote their last few millennia of life to two enormous projects: "disseminating among the stars the seeds of a new humanity" (in the indestructible form of 'electro-magnetic wave systems) and contemplating via telepathic time travel, the entire history OF the human race as a beautiful but tragic work of art.


This may seem rather breath-taking until we open "the sequel 'Star Maker' (1937) which coven SOME 500 billion years. Stapledon's approach is cinematic — he dazzles us with an overwhelming vision, then pulls back his zoom lens. What we have been seeing is only a tiny detail in a still more dazzling scale. And so the process continues.


'Star Maker' covers not the human species or the solar system, but with entire galaxies and eventually the cosmos itself. The end of 18 species of man is insignificant when compared to the complete physical quiescence of the cosmos.


Some people find these book masterpieces. Everyone else finds them unreadable.
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[image: EXTRAV 74 The all-nude electric revue incorporating Streaking for Freaks and Tantalising Titbits "A Streaker Named Desire" Memorial Theatre April 29-May 10 (no Sunday show) 8pm $1.25 Public. $1 Students Music, satire and unashamed nudity.]
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No enemy tricks will stop the people!




Dear Roger,




It is encouraging to read the letter written by Patriot on the situation in Sarawak. The following extract is from Hsinhua News (March 19, 1974).


The Malaysian authorities have "staged in Sarawak on March 4, a farce of inducement to surrender", says the "Voice of the Malayan Revolution" in a recent commentary entitled "Sugar-coated Poison".


The commentary says that the Malaysian authorities made use of, and deliberately played up, the surrender of a few renegades who had speculated in joining the revolution and usurped the leadership of the North Kalimantan People's Armed Forces, in an attempt to shake the fighting will of the revolutionary fighters and people of North Kalimantan and put down the revolutionary armed struggle of the North Kalimantan people.


The North Kalimantan revolutionary organisation was seriously sabotaged as a result of shameless betrayal by the traitors and the Malaysian authorities' intrigues and manoeuvres. "But, a bad thing can be turned into a good thing, provided that the North Kalimantan revolutionary fighters and people sum up experience, draw lessons from it and persist in revolutionary armed struggle," the commentary points out.


"Genuine revolution or revolutionary wars are always arduous and complicated things. The great leader Lenin had said," there has never been, nor can there every be, a revolution that was guaranteed against a long and arduous struggle, and perhaps filled with the most desperate sacrifices". It is hardly avoidable that frustration in one way or another may take place in the course of revolutionary war. Frustration serves as a severe test for the revolutionary ranks, before which all opportunists and cowards show their true colours but real revolutionaries are tempered and come out stronger than before," the commentary notes.


It concludes: countries want independence, nations want liberation and the people want revolution — this is an irresistible trend of history. No tricks played by the enemy can prevent the torrent of the revolution of the North Kalimantan people from surging forward.



Reporter.







Abortion is hard on little babies




Dear,




Abortion is hard on little babies. Before the above statement is branded as too emotional and sensational to warrant consideration, can I refer to the article published in Salient April 17 on Abortion and Women's Rights. In it, Dr Margaret Sparrow stated "Life is a continium. An ovum is alive. A sperm is a living, moving cell. Both contain 23 chromosomes." However, an ovum can never develop as a human being by itself; a 
[
unclear: sperm] can never develop as a human being by 
[
unclear: itself;] Both will die if not united with the other. 
[
unclear: Dr] Sparrow continued to say that at the moment of fertilisation "we now have a single-celled zygote with the full complement of 46 chromosomes, and a sexual identity, genetically male or female." It is then, at fertilisation that a new and unique being is created. Any organism with the chromosomes and genes proper to a human being can be nothing less than human. It is scientifically false to claim that" 'human life' is different from 'human being', the latter being the status accorded to all members of society. Embryonic human life has only the potential to become a human being." After all, only a human being can develop a human brain. A human brain cannot develop before a human being exists. A human brain begins to develop soon after fertilisation and is, in fact, the first organ to begin to develop.


The Women's National Abortion Action Committee who seek repeal of all abortion laws in New Zealand complain that "the facts are buried under a heap of secrecy and hypocrisy". Yet the most crucuial fact in the whole abortion issue is ignored by them: that we have all been human beings from the moment of fertilisation. Let's be honest. Abortion is not so much the problem of unwanted pregnancy, as it is a raising of the question whether pregnancy is a relationship between two human beings — both possessing the right to life. Abortion is not so much the problem of unwonted pregnancy as a matter of unwanted evidence.


Today all human beings, whether born or unborn, have legal rights: to sue, to inherit, to be given blood transfusions, and to be protected before birth and after. Yet it is imperative that their one right, without which all other rights are meaningless, must be protected — the right to life itself.


WOMAAC should note again that a successful abortion is always lethal to the unborn child. Or in other words, it's not really too emotional to declare "Abortion is hard on little babies".


Cath Bergin






Child-slavery




Dear Sir,




Do you realist that there is a body of students who between them pay over $2000 a year in Student's Association fees? For this they receive nothing in return.


These students are parents with pre-school children, and the latter are cared for at the University Creche (57 Fairlie Terrace, Ph. 758-145). Because the staff there are not only underpaid, but also overworked, the student/ parents, in addition to paying creche fees find themselves often needing to put in hours of work at the creche.


They have no time to use the coffee bar, cafe, attend afternoon picture shows or otherwise make use of the Student Union facilities. Yet it is these same people who annually contribute more than $2000 to these Union funds.


Many people feel that it is about time the student body acknowledged the existence of this very worthwhile organisation, and perhaps did something to help their fellow students.


Write to Salient, help us get some financial assistance, in the first instance from the Students' Association. Perhaps look out old toys, books, records, paper — anything that could be made use of by 80—100 pre-school children. Take them along to the creche. Stay for an hour, why not.


The Creche Parents' Committee






Fair land Sarawak




Dear Roger,




I refer to the letter by a 'Patriot' entitled "Guerillas Will Never Give Up" in Salient No. 7 where in comments were made on the situation in Sarawak.


Malaysia, of which Sarawak is a component state, is a developing country. In the eyes of 'Patriot', the people of Sarawak are "the victims of unemployment, inflation and soaring prices of commodities". But he fails to see that even in a developed country like NZ, similar situations are evident if not more acute than in Sarawak where there are no shortages of sugar, petrol, electricity and toilet seats! It is difficult to understand the statement that "wide rural areas are plunged into bankruptcy and the livelihood of the peasants is poor and miserable". The wide rural areas are full of potentials like timber and other forest produce which only need to be developed. But then development is hindered by the threat posed by the guerillas who are 
[
unclear: nore] terrorists than freedom fighters. The only people who can be said to be bankrupt are the guerillas who face bankruptcy in ideas and support. That the peasants are poor and miserbale is true only to the extent that this situation is brought about by the terrorist threat which forces them to stay indoors while curfews are imposed to facilitate Government mop-up operations.


Social justice and progress is a matter of degree and the Sarawak Government has taken another step forward by having reached amnesty with some of the guerillas. With peace comes prosperity. It is the remainder in the jungle who try to sabotage the state's achievements in the fields of social justice and progress.


The failure of the Indonesian Communist Party in the Parliamentary contest and the similar failure in Chile serves to show that such groups do not have the majority's support. While others achieve Parliamentary victory, the Communists face failure. To 'Patriot' and his likes, the only solution is to force their minority view by armed revolution. And so they did in Chile recently and Indonesia some years ago. Did the revolutionaries attain social justice? Instead they found one hard fact: united they fall in arms. Disasters in both Parliamentary contests and armed struggles lead me to the conclusion that the Communists and armed revolutionaries have no place in Sarawak if not in most developing countries.


"Guerillas will never give up". Sure enough, for by definition if they did they aren't guerillas anymore. Treat Bongo's surrender as a "betrayal" to the people of Sarawak if he likes. As a Sarawakian, I would really welcome such so-called "betrayal" for it means one thing: there will be no guerillas and the people of Sarawak can look forward to an era of peace and progress.



Yours sincerely,

L.C. Goh








How about it?




Dear Sir,




Ever since the contraceptive machine broke down and was removed from the men's toilet every evening has been pure hell. The missus rolls over and says "how about it?" and I say "can't, no rubbers."


How long can this go on. I'm desperate, my sex life is pure hell. Please, please, please can't something be done about the rapid replacement of the machine.



Yours,
Frustrated
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Exaggerated Criticism?




Dear Sir,




The sincerity of the writer of "Peasants will have to fight" in Salient last week is questionable. Any sincere, knowledgable and open-minded critics would gladly have printed their names for any article they write. The fact that the writer hid his or her identity using a pseudo-name could mean any one or both of these two reasons: 1) The writer is insincere in his/her criticism. 2) The statistical data was taken out of context and the situations described were grossly exaggerated or to say the least incorrect.


Many readers of Salient would have noticed that the statistical data was incorrect and was 20 years behind time. It was obvious that the writer was blowing a lot of hot air in an attempt to incite a feeling of doubt in the minds of some people.


According to the latest figures issued by the statistics department in Malaysia, the production from factories in the Federal Land Development Authority (FELDA) schemes showed the highest increase of 12% in 11 months. The Authority has opened 130 palm oil, rubber and sugar cane schemes at the end of 1973. This year (1974) the Authority will open 1 cocoa, 16 palm oil and 2 rubber schemes, with a total area of 94,028 acres. Thus by the end of the year FELDA would have 149 schemes covering 625,784 acres of land, bringing the total of FELDA settlers to 32,044. Considering the fact that FELDA is one of the many 'vehicles' established by the government to ensure harmonic development, we cannot pretend that it is not an instant socio-politico-economic policy prodigy of the Malaysian government. Other development projects catering for the peasants are many and varied. The Muda Irrigation Scheme consisting 260.000 acres of padi-fields is settling 325,000 people. Hence it is incorrect to say, as the writer of "Peasants will have to fight", that within 14 years after independence the government has settled only 14,000 families.


'Tongin' also condemned the presence of foreign investors. In Malaysia the decision whether to rely upon foreign capital to supplement the industrialisation efforts is not one of political choice, but rather of economic imperative to ensure an accelerated industrial process within the shortest possible time.


The need for foreign capital is obvious. The prevailing inadequacy of domestic savings for investment and the dismal lack of indigenous technical know-how and managerial skills must surely warrant this alternative in the task of economic expansion and industrialisation. Most developing countries adopted a joint venture concept where a sound compromise between the needs of a developing country for a greater inflow of capital, know-how and skills, and the desire to gain maximum benefits from it is carefully worked out by the government and the foreign investors. There is integration of the foreign firm into the framework of national economy so that it will identify itself fully with the long-term interest of the host country.


It is quite true that Malaysia is a paradise for foreign investors. This is because of the incentives created by the government to attract foreign capital into the country for economic development and industrialisation. These incentives are in line with the socio-economic context in Malaysia within which they operate. Here are the incentives:



	1)
	Capital investments:


	less than $250,000 = 2 years

	$250,000 plus = 3 years

	$500,000 plus = 4 years

	$1 million = 5 years




	2)
	Additional year for each of the following:



	a)
	Location in development areas = a year


	b)
	Manufacture of priority products = 1 year


	c)
	Incorporation of more than 50% of local content = 1 year — Total: 8 years.




	3)
	Labour utilisation relief - tax holiday


	50—100 employed exempted 2 years

	101 —200 employed exempted

	3 years 201 — 350 employed exempted

	4 years 351 and above exempted 5 years.






Other incentives include investment tax credit, export incentives, and other fiscal and non-fiscal incentives.


Thus it is not really correct to generalise that foreign investors enjoy tax holidays for 5—8 years because there are conditions attached to these incentives. This is one of the examples of statistical data taken out of context.


I would advise the writer to update his knowledge about Malaysia. It is only when one has knowledge that one can make evaluations or interpretations of information. Indeed a person who has no knowldge of what his nation is all about would understand little about various movements which to him would be beyond control. He may even feel cheated or manipulated and would resent the whole thing. A person with distorted knowledge can be a stumbling block to prosperity or national unity, if he feels alienated. At best he would be cynical and jump on the bandwagon of change without fitting his feeling with his knowledge nor his action with his commitment He becomes a self-seeking huckster pretending to belong to a revolutionary group. Such "phonies" are a menance in the process of restructuring Malaysian society.


Henry Lawhutt






Calendar climbing (on the grapevine)




Dear Sir,




It has come to my notice, through the grapevine, that the retail price of the University Calendar is to be increased from $1 to $2 next year. While I realise that inflation necessarily increases the cost of printing, I still think that doubling the price of the calendar purely on these grounds is a bit steep. Since every student ends up buying a calendar, this cost increase will affect us all.


Philip J. Tree



P.S. Since this is only grapevine, official comfirmation would be appreciated.







Pen-pal




Dear Mr Editor,




I am a boy from Bangladesh. I am 20-years-old. I am keenly interested in making pen-friend ship with boys and girls of my age from New Zealand. My hobbies are, pen-friendship, view-cards, exchange of gifts, music, cinema, magazine, travelling, stamps.


I would reply all the letters.


I would be highly pleased if you kindly print my name and address in your paper for pen-pals.




Yours,


A.F.M. Zulfiquar.

My name and address: —

A.F.M. Zulfiquar,

c/o Mr Zahed Ali, (Advocate)

Post — Natore
Dist — Rajshahi,
Bangladesh








Love Story




Dear Sir,




Well, weren't the Easter holidays great, plenty of fun for all, and all that leisure time. But what did it mean to you? Did any of you stop for a moment to think about the historic facts commemorated at Easter?


Christ died and rose for all of us, not just for Christians. Why don't you add meaning to your life and think about His life. He really loves us.


Charles Arkright






Suara no-balls?




Dear Sir,




Permit me to make a few points on "Suara Raayat's" letter published in Salient, April 17 issue.




	1)
	That writer instead of reviewing MSA "Suara Sisura" was really "revealing" his very own character.


	2)
	That writer must be a certain son of a bitch because only such people describe others as "bloody bastards".


	3)
	That writer hates MSA so much that he even forgot what he read in MSA year's programmes. If MSA organised dances are "bourgeoisie dances" then other varsity group's dances are similarly bourgeoisie dances. And certainly MSA's programmes this year do not have anything like "promoting pop-music" as he wildly alleged. Most of our programmes were stated in our group's manifesto before last year's annual election. That included the 1st NZ Malaysian students' sports tournament this May and the August South Island tour. Nothing on promoting pop or Mao music at all.


	4)
	"Time will lay bare the dirty nature of this organisation and prove the truth" was what that naive writer cleared himself from his allegation that "MSA was, still is and will always be a puppet of the Malaysian High Commission". Indeed, this is simply intellectual masturbation since to prove with facts he knows there is none.


	5)
	Perhaps "Malaya will soon see the day when a new society is born, rid of foreign domination and where the long oppressed masses are masters of their own land" may materialise if that writer is willing to return now rather than trying to stay on in this very capitalistic establishment and bark.


	6)
	That writer lacked the guts to use even his own name for publication. Instead of using 'Suara Raayat' it should have been 'Suara no Balls'.



Chong Kah Kiat






What's wrong with the High Commission?




Dear Sir,




'Suara Ra'ayat' is rather imbecilic for making a groundless assumption about the First Year students being so naive and ignorant as to be hoodwinked easily. New as I am to the scene, I am perfectly capable of making lucid judgement to what is acceptable and what is unacceptable. I can see nothing inappropriate for MSA to represent the Malaysian students. After all the name MSA is self-explanatory.


Again, what is wrong with the Malaysian High Commission? It is an office. An office which is here for us to make full use of. To make use of the office is considered as sensible and not "a puppet". Mind you, 'Suara Ra'ayat'!


If you 'Suara Ra'ayat', can't write a logical article, shit-off with your blunt dim-witted argument.


K.L.C.






Review of the letter by Suara Raayat




Dear Sir,




The letter written by Suara Rayaat is the greatest masterpiece of the century. It is the most amusing review of any article that anyone can ever hope to come across. Suara Rayaat's superb style prompts me to read the letter a second time.


Alas, on a second consideration, the letter by Suara Rayaat struck me as the greatest shit that could only be written by a super wanker. Suara Rayaat's masturbating thoughts are glaringly inconsistent. The letter referred to Ken Lim as a first class coward. If Suara Raayat is not a coward himself, why should he seek refuge in a pseudonym? I challenge Suara Raayat to prove me wrong by openly identifying himself?


Furthermore, it is also apparent that Suara Raayat is trying his best to hoodwink the freshies by his unfounded allegation that "MSA was and still is and will always be a puppet of the Malaysian High Commission". His only ground for the allegation is "there is no need for me to go to lengths to prove this point to you freshies". For the benefit of the freshies, whom Suara Raayat is so concerned, I hereby challenge Suara Raayat again to support his allegation with concrete evidence.


If there is no response rendered by Suara Raayat to my challenge, then the only logical conclusion is that he must be an ignorant wanker.


William Chang






Sloppy proofreading provokes reaction to 'Flicks' at last!!




Dear Roger,




Your anonymous movie reviewer is really onto something!


It wrote this 'review' (although it was more a catty attack on the celluloid city and its citizens) on a film called "The Best of Sheila" which sounded just like one I saw a while ago called "The Last of Sheila". One of them has gotta be a rip-off of the other and I guess only your reviewer knows.


They just couldn't be the same film. "The Last of Sheila" was quite an intelligent and entertaining whodunnit which starred among others, James Mason, while 'The Best of Sheila" as your reviewer points out, features John Mills — a mere shadow of his former self.


I mean if you didn't get the title or the movies, you'd have to at least get the actors right, wouldn't you.


Jon Bowie






Neurosis




Dear Sir,




In reply to Mother of Seventy Three's letter in Salient (10.4.1974), I would like to comment on her apparent long-term suffering of suburbal neurosis. Her obviously one-track mind has never allowed her to make a true political decision for herself, let alone venture into the controversy of population growth. One must learn to make decisions, or else forever dwell in apathetic bliss.



Mother of Seventy Four







Suara Raayat




Dear Sir,




It is evident that the writer of the so-called "Voice of the People" has much prejudice and hatred for the MSA and its members. I suspect an 'ass' in between the association's name. One wonders if it made any difference which ever way the articles were written.


In blatant derogatory and abuse he spews venom and spit. Unfortunately, along with it, comes the spate of his ignorance and infinite immaturity. He laments and criticises, among others, the "Bedtime story" and 'To be or not to be'. I wonder if he had the little cow-brains to understand the simple articles before criticising them. Where basic ideas are concerned, one wonders why the disagreement in agreement when there is so much agreement in disagreement?


One can ask the writer of "Suara Raayat" the following: 1) Is he sure that both the writers failed to see that it is a class rather than a race issue? 2) What does he mean by "promoting the racist line of the Razak government" — in line with the ideas presented in the articles?


3) and "masters of their own land" — with respect to the present political controversy, who does he consider the "owners of the land"? 4) Can he point out specifically where in "Bedtime story", a fantasy satire involving imaginary people, direct reference has been 
[
unclear: mac] to the Chinese and Indians and, dubiously, "insulted them"?


If this sadly misguided and vitriolic person keeps on barking up the wrong tree, he may have, in his conscience, the total annihilation of a common cause.



Sincerely,
SLA







Suara Siswa vs Suara Ra'ayat




Dear Roger,




I refer to the article entitled 'A review of MSA's Suara Siswa' published in your last issue of Salient. Its writer makes a blatant and unfair criticism of the editorial in Suara Siswa as being a piece of "sheer bloody bullshit". The use of language was disgusting and the sincerity of his intention doubtful.


The MSA publication committee always welcomes criticisms — provided they are both mutual and constructive. If the writer has any idea as to what should be done, there is always room for suggestions. A barrage of destructive attacks achieves nothing. If he maintains that MSA has political inclination or is somebody's puppet under the present committee, let's see him campaigning for the association's presidency this coming September. An, arm-chair critic (protesting anonymously under the style of 'Suara Ra'yat') commands no respect.


Finally his criticism on the contents of Suara Siswa is unworthy of even a comment, challenge that he come forward to prove his points.


Victor Fong






Pigs on campus




Dear Sir,




I was very shocked to see nearly a dozen policemen patrolling around freely in the Student Union Building during the MSSA rock music party last Saturday night. Who was responsible for this invasion of police on to the campus? It seems that nowadays the police can enter the university premises too easily and receive little opposition. The VUWSA should investigate this serious issue. Police should not be allowed to walk on an inch of the university ground in future.


One wonders what MSSA is doing these days. The organisation has degenerated into a pleasure seeking group by having rock music dancing. The results are shocking: bottles thrown everywhere, windows smashed during the party; widespread fighting. Some of those who joined in the "shindig" were no better than drunkards; their vomit was everywhere. It should also be pointed out that no MSSA Committee member offered any help to those poor drunkards who just laid down like half dead bodies.


To sum up, the MSSA dance created fighting, smashed windows and most unpardonable, resulted in the invitation of policemen on to the university ground. MSSA should review its value as a student body which should show concern for the motherland and the living conditions of the people at home.


Usually, a social gathering allows people to have the opportunity to meet, talk and discuss together. Participants are able to make friends and promote better understanding between the overseas students and local people. The MSSA had advertised down town and tried to attract as many outsiders as possible. The intention of MSSA Committee members to help their members to get to know more friends from all corners of the city is good.


As can be seen from the function, these 'friends' from all walks of life are those who can afford to pay money, money, money. Some of them are drunkards and probably some are 'friends' who liked fighting at the party. It is clear that MSSA has degenerated to being an entertainment group with a profit motive by offering fun and alcohol. This profit motive of MSSA, however, turned out to be a disaster. This is a good lesson that MSSA should learn. As a student body, there should be a lot of meaningful work to do, apart from organising 'hot' music parties.



Revolutionary Culture
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No enemy tricks will stop the people!




No enemy tricks will stop the people!




Dear Roger,




It is encouraging to read the letter written by Patriot on the situation in Sarawak. The following extract is from Hsinhua News (March 19, 1974).


The Malaysian authorities have "staged in Sarawak on March 4, a farce of inducement to surrender", says the "Voice of the Malayan Revolution" in a recent commentary entitled "Sugar-coated Poison".


The commentary says that the Malaysian authorities made use of, and deliberately played up, the surrender of a few renegades who had speculated in joining the revolution and usurped the leadership of the North Kalimantan People's Armed Forces, in an attempt to shake the fighting will of the revolutionary fighters and people of North Kalimantan and put down the revolutionary armed struggle of the North Kalimantan people.


The North Kalimantan revolutionary organisation was seriously sabotaged as a result of shameless betrayal by the traitors and the Malaysian authorities' intrigues and manoeuvres. "But, a bad thing can be turned into a good thing, provided that the North Kalimantan revolutionary fighters and people sum up experience, draw lessons from it and persist in revolutionary armed struggle," the commentary points out.


"Genuine revolution or revolutionary wars are always arduous and complicated things. The great leader Lenin had said," there has never been, nor can there every be, a revolution that was guaranteed against a long and arduous struggle, and perhaps filled with the most desperate sacrifices". It is hardly avoidable that frustration in one way or another may take place in the course of revolutionary war. Frustration serves as a severe test for the revolutionary ranks, before which all opportunists and cowards show their true colours but real revolutionaries are tempered and come out stronger than before," the commentary notes.


It concludes: countries want independence, nations want liberation and the people want revolution — this is an irresistible trend of history. No tricks played by the enemy can prevent the torrent of the revolution of the North Kalimantan people from surging forward.



Reporter.
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Abortion is hard on little babies




Abortion is hard on little babies




Dear,




Abortion is hard on little babies. Before the above statement is branded as too emotional and sensational to warrant consideration, can I refer to the article published in Salient April 17 on Abortion and Women's Rights. In it, Dr Margaret Sparrow stated "Life is a continium. An ovum is alive. A sperm is a living, moving cell. Both contain 23 chromosomes." However, an ovum can never develop as a human being by itself; a 
[
unclear: sperm] can never develop as a human being by 
[
unclear: itself;] Both will die if not united with the other. 
[
unclear: Dr] Sparrow continued to say that at the moment of fertilisation "we now have a single-celled zygote with the full complement of 46 chromosomes, and a sexual identity, genetically male or female." It is then, at fertilisation that a new and unique being is created. Any organism with the chromosomes and genes proper to a human being can be nothing less than human. It is scientifically false to claim that" 'human life' is different from 'human being', the latter being the status accorded to all members of society. Embryonic human life has only the potential to become a human being." After all, only a human being can develop a human brain. A human brain cannot develop before a human being exists. A human brain begins to develop soon after fertilisation and is, in fact, the first organ to begin to develop.


The Women's National Abortion Action Committee who seek repeal of all abortion laws in New Zealand complain that "the facts are buried under a heap of secrecy and hypocrisy". Yet the most crucuial fact in the whole abortion issue is ignored by them: that we have all been human beings from the moment of fertilisation. Let's be honest. Abortion is not so much the problem of unwanted pregnancy, as it is a raising of the question whether pregnancy is a relationship between two human beings — both possessing the right to life. Abortion is not so much the problem of unwonted pregnancy as a matter of unwanted evidence.


Today all human beings, whether born or unborn, have legal rights: to sue, to inherit, to be given blood transfusions, and to be protected before birth and after. Yet it is imperative that their one right, without which all other rights are meaningless, must be protected — the right to life itself.


WOMAAC should note again that a successful abortion is always lethal to the unborn child. Or in other words, it's not really too emotional to declare "Abortion is hard on little babies".


Cath Bergin
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Child-slavery




Child-slavery




Dear Sir,




Do you realist that there is a body of students who between them pay over $2000 a year in Student's Association fees? For this they receive nothing in return.


These students are parents with pre-school children, and the latter are cared for at the University Creche (57 Fairlie Terrace, Ph. 758-145). Because the staff there are not only underpaid, but also overworked, the student/ parents, in addition to paying creche fees find themselves often needing to put in hours of work at the creche.


They have no time to use the coffee bar, cafe, attend afternoon picture shows or otherwise make use of the Student Union facilities. Yet it is these same people who annually contribute more than $2000 to these Union funds.


Many people feel that it is about time the student body acknowledged the existence of this very worthwhile organisation, and perhaps did something to help their fellow students.


Write to Salient, help us get some financial assistance, in the first instance from the Students' Association. Perhaps look out old toys, books, records, paper — anything that could be made use of by 80—100 pre-school children. Take them along to the creche. Stay for an hour, why not.


The Creche Parents' Committee
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Fair land Sarawak




Dear Roger,




I refer to the letter by a 'Patriot' entitled "Guerillas Will Never Give Up" in Salient No. 7 where in comments were made on the situation in Sarawak.


Malaysia, of which Sarawak is a component state, is a developing country. In the eyes of 'Patriot', the people of Sarawak are "the victims of unemployment, inflation and soaring prices of commodities". But he fails to see that even in a developed country like NZ, similar situations are evident if not more acute than in Sarawak where there are no shortages of sugar, petrol, electricity and toilet seats! It is difficult to understand the statement that "wide rural areas are plunged into bankruptcy and the livelihood of the peasants is poor and miserable". The wide rural areas are full of potentials like timber and other forest produce which only need to be developed. But then development is hindered by the threat posed by the guerillas who are 
[
unclear: nore] terrorists than freedom fighters. The only people who can be said to be bankrupt are the guerillas who face bankruptcy in ideas and support. That the peasants are poor and miserbale is true only to the extent that this situation is brought about by the terrorist threat which forces them to stay indoors while curfews are imposed to facilitate Government mop-up operations.


Social justice and progress is a matter of degree and the Sarawak Government has taken another step forward by having reached amnesty with some of the guerillas. With peace comes prosperity. It is the remainder in the jungle who try to sabotage the state's achievements in the fields of social justice and progress.


The failure of the Indonesian Communist Party in the Parliamentary contest and the similar failure in Chile serves to show that such groups do not have the majority's support. While others achieve Parliamentary victory, the Communists face failure. To 'Patriot' and his likes, the only solution is to force their minority view by armed revolution. And so they did in Chile recently and Indonesia some years ago. Did the revolutionaries attain social justice? Instead they found one hard fact: united they fall in arms. Disasters in both Parliamentary contests and armed struggles lead me to the conclusion that the Communists and armed revolutionaries have no place in Sarawak if not in most developing countries.


"Guerillas will never give up". Sure enough, for by definition if they did they aren't guerillas anymore. Treat Bongo's surrender as a "betrayal" to the people of Sarawak if he likes. As a Sarawakian, I would really welcome such so-called "betrayal" for it means one thing: there will be no guerillas and the people of Sarawak can look forward to an era of peace and progress.



Yours sincerely,

L.C. Goh
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How about it?




How about it?




Dear Sir,




Ever since the contraceptive machine broke down and was removed from the men's toilet every evening has been pure hell. The missus rolls over and says "how about it?" and I say "can't, no rubbers."


How long can this go on. I'm desperate, my sex life is pure hell. Please, please, please can't something be done about the rapid replacement of the machine.



Yours,
Frustrated
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Exaggerated Criticism?






Exaggerated Criticism?




Dear Sir,




The sincerity of the writer of "Peasants will have to fight" in Salient last week is questionable. Any sincere, knowledgable and open-minded critics would gladly have printed their names for any article they write. The fact that the writer hid his or her identity using a pseudo-name could mean any one or both of these two reasons: 1) The writer is insincere in his/her criticism. 2) The statistical data was taken out of context and the situations described were grossly exaggerated or to say the least incorrect.


Many readers of Salient would have noticed that the statistical data was incorrect and was 20 years behind time. It was obvious that the writer was blowing a lot of hot air in an attempt to incite a feeling of doubt in the minds of some people.


According to the latest figures issued by the statistics department in Malaysia, the production from factories in the Federal Land Development Authority (FELDA) schemes showed the highest increase of 12% in 11 months. The Authority has opened 130 palm oil, rubber and sugar cane schemes at the end of 1973. This year (1974) the Authority will open 1 cocoa, 16 palm oil and 2 rubber schemes, with a total area of 94,028 acres. Thus by the end of the year FELDA would have 149 schemes covering 625,784 acres of land, bringing the total of FELDA settlers to 32,044. Considering the fact that FELDA is one of the many 'vehicles' established by the government to ensure harmonic development, we cannot pretend that it is not an instant socio-politico-economic policy prodigy of the Malaysian government. Other development projects catering for the peasants are many and varied. The Muda Irrigation Scheme consisting 260.000 acres of padi-fields is settling 325,000 people. Hence it is incorrect to say, as the writer of "Peasants will have to fight", that within 14 years after independence the government has settled only 14,000 families.


'Tongin' also condemned the presence of foreign investors. In Malaysia the decision whether to rely upon foreign capital to supplement the industrialisation efforts is not one of political choice, but rather of economic imperative to ensure an accelerated industrial process within the shortest possible time.


The need for foreign capital is obvious. The prevailing inadequacy of domestic savings for investment and the dismal lack of indigenous technical know-how and managerial skills must surely warrant this alternative in the task of economic expansion and industrialisation. Most developing countries adopted a joint venture concept where a sound compromise between the needs of a developing country for a greater inflow of capital, know-how and skills, and the desire to gain maximum benefits from it is carefully worked out by the government and the foreign investors. There is integration of the foreign firm into the framework of national economy so that it will identify itself fully with the long-term interest of the host country.


It is quite true that Malaysia is a paradise for foreign investors. This is because of the incentives created by the government to attract foreign capital into the country for economic development and industrialisation. These incentives are in line with the socio-economic context in Malaysia within which they operate. Here are the incentives:



	1)
	Capital investments:


	less than $250,000 = 2 years

	$250,000 plus = 3 years

	$500,000 plus = 4 years

	$1 million = 5 years




	2)
	Additional year for each of the following:



	a)
	Location in development areas = a year


	b)
	Manufacture of priority products = 1 year


	c)
	Incorporation of more than 50% of local content = 1 year — Total: 8 years.




	3)
	Labour utilisation relief - tax holiday


	50—100 employed exempted 2 years

	101 —200 employed exempted

	3 years 201 — 350 employed exempted

	4 years 351 and above exempted 5 years.






Other incentives include investment tax credit, export incentives, and other fiscal and non-fiscal incentives.


Thus it is not really correct to generalise that foreign investors enjoy tax holidays for 5—8 years because there are conditions attached to these incentives. This is one of the examples of statistical data taken out of context.


I would advise the writer to update his knowledge about Malaysia. It is only when one has knowledge that one can make evaluations or interpretations of information. Indeed a person who has no knowldge of what his nation is all about would understand little about various movements which to him would be beyond control. He may even feel cheated or manipulated and would resent the whole thing. A person with distorted knowledge can be a stumbling block to prosperity or national unity, if he feels alienated. At best he would be cynical and jump on the bandwagon of change without fitting his feeling with his knowledge nor his action with his commitment He becomes a self-seeking huckster pretending to belong to a revolutionary group. Such "phonies" are a menance in the process of restructuring Malaysian society.


Henry Lawhutt
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Calendar climbing (on the grapevine)




Calendar climbing (on the grapevine)




Dear Sir,




It has come to my notice, through the grapevine, that the retail price of the University Calendar is to be increased from $1 to $2 next year. While I realise that inflation necessarily increases the cost of printing, I still think that doubling the price of the calendar purely on these grounds is a bit steep. Since every student ends up buying a calendar, this cost increase will affect us all.


Philip J. Tree



P.S. Since this is only grapevine, official comfirmation would be appreciated.
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Pen-pal




Pen-pal




Dear Mr Editor,




I am a boy from Bangladesh. I am 20-years-old. I am keenly interested in making pen-friend ship with boys and girls of my age from New Zealand. My hobbies are, pen-friendship, view-cards, exchange of gifts, music, cinema, magazine, travelling, stamps.


I would reply all the letters.


I would be highly pleased if you kindly print my name and address in your paper for pen-pals.




Yours,


A.F.M. Zulfiquar.

My name and address: —

A.F.M. Zulfiquar,

c/o Mr Zahed Ali, (Advocate)

Post — Natore
Dist — Rajshahi,
Bangladesh
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Love Story




Love Story




Dear Sir,




Well, weren't the Easter holidays great, plenty of fun for all, and all that leisure time. But what did it mean to you? Did any of you stop for a moment to think about the historic facts commemorated at Easter?


Christ died and rose for all of us, not just for Christians. Why don't you add meaning to your life and think about His life. He really loves us.


Charles Arkright
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Suara no-balls?




Suara no-balls?




Dear Sir,




Permit me to make a few points on "Suara Raayat's" letter published in Salient, April 17 issue.




	1)
	That writer instead of reviewing MSA "Suara Sisura" was really "revealing" his very own character.


	2)
	That writer must be a certain son of a bitch because only such people describe others as "bloody bastards".


	3)
	That writer hates MSA so much that he even forgot what he read in MSA year's programmes. If MSA organised dances are "bourgeoisie dances" then other varsity group's dances are similarly bourgeoisie dances. And certainly MSA's programmes this year do not have anything like "promoting pop-music" as he wildly alleged. Most of our programmes were stated in our group's manifesto before last year's annual election. That included the 1st NZ Malaysian students' sports tournament this May and the August South Island tour. Nothing on promoting pop or Mao music at all.


	4)
	"Time will lay bare the dirty nature of this organisation and prove the truth" was what that naive writer cleared himself from his allegation that "MSA was, still is and will always be a puppet of the Malaysian High Commission". Indeed, this is simply intellectual masturbation since to prove with facts he knows there is none.


	5)
	Perhaps "Malaya will soon see the day when a new society is born, rid of foreign domination and where the long oppressed masses are masters of their own land" may materialise if that writer is willing to return now rather than trying to stay on in this very capitalistic establishment and bark.


	6)
	That writer lacked the guts to use even his own name for publication. Instead of using 'Suara Raayat' it should have been 'Suara no Balls'.



Chong Kah Kiat










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Student Newspaper. Volume 37, Number 8. April 24 1972

What's wrong with the High Commission?




What's wrong with the High Commission?




Dear Sir,




'Suara Ra'ayat' is rather imbecilic for making a groundless assumption about the First Year students being so naive and ignorant as to be hoodwinked easily. New as I am to the scene, I am perfectly capable of making lucid judgement to what is acceptable and what is unacceptable. I can see nothing inappropriate for MSA to represent the Malaysian students. After all the name MSA is self-explanatory.


Again, what is wrong with the Malaysian High Commission? It is an office. An office which is here for us to make full use of. To make use of the office is considered as sensible and not "a puppet". Mind you, 'Suara Ra'ayat'!


If you 'Suara Ra'ayat', can't write a logical article, shit-off with your blunt dim-witted argument.


K.L.C.
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Review of the letter by Suara Raayat




Review of the letter by Suara Raayat




Dear Sir,




The letter written by Suara Rayaat is the greatest masterpiece of the century. It is the most amusing review of any article that anyone can ever hope to come across. Suara Rayaat's superb style prompts me to read the letter a second time.


Alas, on a second consideration, the letter by Suara Rayaat struck me as the greatest shit that could only be written by a super wanker. Suara Rayaat's masturbating thoughts are glaringly inconsistent. The letter referred to Ken Lim as a first class coward. If Suara Raayat is not a coward himself, why should he seek refuge in a pseudonym? I challenge Suara Raayat to prove me wrong by openly identifying himself?


Furthermore, it is also apparent that Suara Raayat is trying his best to hoodwink the freshies by his unfounded allegation that "MSA was and still is and will always be a puppet of the Malaysian High Commission". His only ground for the allegation is "there is no need for me to go to lengths to prove this point to you freshies". For the benefit of the freshies, whom Suara Raayat is so concerned, I hereby challenge Suara Raayat again to support his allegation with concrete evidence.


If there is no response rendered by Suara Raayat to my challenge, then the only logical conclusion is that he must be an ignorant wanker.


William Chang
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Sloppy proofreading provokes reaction to 'Flicks' at last!!




Sloppy proofreading provokes reaction to 'Flicks' at last!!




Dear Roger,




Your anonymous movie reviewer is really onto something!


It wrote this 'review' (although it was more a catty attack on the celluloid city and its citizens) on a film called "The Best of Sheila" which sounded just like one I saw a while ago called "The Last of Sheila". One of them has gotta be a rip-off of the other and I guess only your reviewer knows.


They just couldn't be the same film. "The Last of Sheila" was quite an intelligent and entertaining whodunnit which starred among others, James Mason, while 'The Best of Sheila" as your reviewer points out, features John Mills — a mere shadow of his former self.


I mean if you didn't get the title or the movies, you'd have to at least get the actors right, wouldn't you.


Jon Bowie
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Neurosis




Neurosis




Dear Sir,




In reply to Mother of Seventy Three's letter in Salient (10.4.1974), I would like to comment on her apparent long-term suffering of suburbal neurosis. Her obviously one-track mind has never allowed her to make a true political decision for herself, let alone venture into the controversy of population growth. One must learn to make decisions, or else forever dwell in apathetic bliss.



Mother of Seventy Four
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Suara Raayat




Suara Raayat




Dear Sir,




It is evident that the writer of the so-called "Voice of the People" has much prejudice and hatred for the MSA and its members. I suspect an 'ass' in between the association's name. One wonders if it made any difference which ever way the articles were written.


In blatant derogatory and abuse he spews venom and spit. Unfortunately, along with it, comes the spate of his ignorance and infinite immaturity. He laments and criticises, among others, the "Bedtime story" and 'To be or not to be'. I wonder if he had the little cow-brains to understand the simple articles before criticising them. Where basic ideas are concerned, one wonders why the disagreement in agreement when there is so much agreement in disagreement?


One can ask the writer of "Suara Raayat" the following: 1) Is he sure that both the writers failed to see that it is a class rather than a race issue? 2) What does he mean by "promoting the racist line of the Razak government" — in line with the ideas presented in the articles?


3) and "masters of their own land" — with respect to the present political controversy, who does he consider the "owners of the land"? 4) Can he point out specifically where in "Bedtime story", a fantasy satire involving imaginary people, direct reference has been 
[
unclear: mac] to the Chinese and Indians and, dubiously, "insulted them"?


If this sadly misguided and vitriolic person keeps on barking up the wrong tree, he may have, in his conscience, the total annihilation of a common cause.



Sincerely,
SLA
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Suara Siswa vs Suara Ra'ayat




Suara Siswa vs Suara Ra'ayat




Dear Roger,




I refer to the article entitled 'A review of MSA's Suara Siswa' published in your last issue of Salient. Its writer makes a blatant and unfair criticism of the editorial in Suara Siswa as being a piece of "sheer bloody bullshit". The use of language was disgusting and the sincerity of his intention doubtful.


The MSA publication committee always welcomes criticisms — provided they are both mutual and constructive. If the writer has any idea as to what should be done, there is always room for suggestions. A barrage of destructive attacks achieves nothing. If he maintains that MSA has political inclination or is somebody's puppet under the present committee, let's see him campaigning for the association's presidency this coming September. An, arm-chair critic (protesting anonymously under the style of 'Suara Ra'yat') commands no respect.


Finally his criticism on the contents of Suara Siswa is unworthy of even a comment, challenge that he come forward to prove his points.


Victor Fong
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Pigs on campus




Pigs on campus




Dear Sir,




I was very shocked to see nearly a dozen policemen patrolling around freely in the Student Union Building during the MSSA rock music party last Saturday night. Who was responsible for this invasion of police on to the campus? It seems that nowadays the police can enter the university premises too easily and receive little opposition. The VUWSA should investigate this serious issue. Police should not be allowed to walk on an inch of the university ground in future.


One wonders what MSSA is doing these days. The organisation has degenerated into a pleasure seeking group by having rock music dancing. The results are shocking: bottles thrown everywhere, windows smashed during the party; widespread fighting. Some of those who joined in the "shindig" were no better than drunkards; their vomit was everywhere. It should also be pointed out that no MSSA Committee member offered any help to those poor drunkards who just laid down like half dead bodies.


To sum up, the MSSA dance created fighting, smashed windows and most unpardonable, resulted in the invitation of policemen on to the university ground. MSSA should review its value as a student body which should show concern for the motherland and the living conditions of the people at home.


Usually, a social gathering allows people to have the opportunity to meet, talk and discuss together. Participants are able to make friends and promote better understanding between the overseas students and local people. The MSSA had advertised down town and tried to attract as many outsiders as possible. The intention of MSSA Committee members to help their members to get to know more friends from all corners of the city is good.


As can be seen from the function, these 'friends' from all walks of life are those who can afford to pay money, money, money. Some of them are drunkards and probably some are 'friends' who liked fighting at the party. It is clear that MSSA has degenerated to being an entertainment group with a profit motive by offering fun and alcohol. This profit motive of MSSA, however, turned out to be a disaster. This is a good lesson that MSSA should learn. As a student body, there should be a lot of meaningful work to do, apart from organising 'hot' music parties.
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DOWNSTAGE THEATRE

Hannah Playhouse
| Corner Courtenay Place & Cambridge Tee
Nightly at 8.1 Spm
Ounner at 6,45 pr
The Sea
by Edward Bond

Directed by Sunny Amey
Designed by Raymond Boyce

|
|
|
|
\ Student. concessions
|
|
L

DOWNSTAGE THEATRE. |
|

Bookings taken for coffee and pi»
All reservations 559-639
Watch papers for details

of late night theatre
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RESISTANCE

154 willis street
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JOHN REIDS

3 SQUASH
2  CENTRE
STUDENTS
CONCESSIONS

SQUASH : 40c per half hour
tnormatty 7561
Rackets half norma hre.

GOLF : 50c Bucket o balis
CONCESSION HOURS
9- 12425
Weekidays
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THE PIPE SHOP

126 Featherston St Wellington
We stock all the latest pipes

and special tobaccos
We give
ALL STUDENTS A DISCOUNT
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I.earmng to drive?

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR
BIG STUDENT DISCOUNT

2CAR FITTED WITH SYNCHRONOUS DUAL
CONTROLS + MINISTRY OF TRANSPOAT

CERTIFICATED INSTRUCTOR * PICK1/5

AND FINISH AT VUW i REQUIRED

PHONE 552731 ANYTIME
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MUSIC SOCIETY WORKING BEE

Saturday, April 27 10am—4pm at 77 Kel-
burn Parade. Bring your instruments.
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NGA TAMATOA SOCIAL

FRIDAY MAY 10 8pm
St Patricks Hall, Kilbirnie. Band: Rogues Gallery.

$5 — HANGI and DRINKS. Tickets from Wiki
at Salient or 92 Kelburn Parade.

HAERE MAI HAERE MAI HAERE MAI
Everyone welcome
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PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY

AGM followed by an address by Prof, N.F. Bar-
ber on: ““Should learning be a process of inven-

tion"’. This will be followed by supper and & dis-
cussion. The meeting will be held on Wednesday
April 24 at 8pm at 34 Kelburn Parade. Anyone
welcome.
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CAPPING PHOTOS A
SPECIALTY
10% discount to students

PRUDENTIAL BUILDING
LAMBTON QUAY. WELLINGTON

HONE RD.Woolf arers.

43320 Managing Director

Acadami regalis can be supplind by arangament






etexts/Salient37081974/Salient37081974_009e(h280).jpg
QUAKERS

We shal not ask you 10 spesk or ting,
Wo shall not ask you what you baliev,
We shal not msk vou 10 give money.

W shal simpy offe you our friendship,
And a chance to sit quiely and think
‘And perhaps somebody will spesk.

And perhage somebody will ray.

And perhaps you wilfind hare

That which you are seeking.

We'ars not sin,

e ar ot eranks,

W ars ot difterent —
Except that we baleve

That God's ight s In sl men,
Walting 10 be dicovered.

Discover Quskers ot 8 Monerieff Sreet avery
Sundey ut Vem.
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