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From the Courts



by Don Franks




[image: Photo of Magistrate's Courts]


An 18-year-old steel worker pleaded guilty to a charge of assault and also possession of an offensive weapon in the magistrate's court last Friday before Mr Scully SM.


Police evidence stated that the youth and two associates had been walking down a city street with a crowd of other youths when they had chanced on two Wellington City Council workmen. The defendant had joined his companions in hurling both rocks and abuse at the workmen, the incident finally developing into a brawl. While one of the workmen was on the ground the defendant had struck him with a belt, prosecution stated. The police prsecutor assumed a deliberately mocking tone of voice when he quoted the defendant as having said to policemen immediately after the incident "He pushed me first and I don't like being pushed around."


When Mr Scully asked the defendant if he had anything to say the young worker began to challenge the police evidence. 'There were only two of us involved, not a crowd, and we didn't throw rocks......" "Did you hit him with a belt?" Scully interrupted. The defendant replied that he had, wherepon Scully immediately fined him $100 on each charge.


Several important questions arise from this case. The defendant's statement from the dock was contrary to police evidence, and bore directly on an aspect of the nature of the assault. Yet Mr Scully refused to consider this piece of evidence from the defendant, dismissing it with his question about an entirely different aspect of the assault. The actual origin of the assault was never considered from the defendant's point of view, in spite of the fact that he had actually claimed when arrested that the complainants had instigated the violence, by pushing him.


This case can be briefly summarised as a typical failure of the court to examine thoroughly the evidence offered by a defendant in the case of a guilty plea. If it is good enough for an 18-year-old worker to pay $200 to the Justice Department then it is good enough for his case to be considered properly.


• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •


Often a stranger of the Wellington Magistrate's Court could be excused for thinking that he had walked into a mid morning stag party. A recent example of this possibility occured when a young housemaid appeared before Mr Scully SM on a charge of stealing $25 from a seaman.


According to prosecution evidence the defendant had become friendly with the seaman and passed an enjoyable evening with him at a hotel bar. The defendant allegedly took the $25 from the complainant when they swapped coats ".....as part of the fun."


"Did you say after the fun?" interrupted Scully, beaming around the court room in delight at his own joke. Prosecution smiled obligingly and continued to state that the money had been hidden by the woman in her pantyhose. Counsel for the defense stated that the couple had been drinking and that the seaman had loaned the defendant his fur coat to keep her warm, as it was cold night.


"And she put the money down her pantyhose to add to her warmth!" chortled Scully. He was still sniggering as he fined the woman $100 and costs.


• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •


A student teacher pleaded guilty before Mr Scully SM in the magistrate's court last Friday on a charge of using obscene language. The police prosecutor stated that the defendant had been one of a number of demonstrators outside the Majestic Cabaret on July 4, protesting American bombing in Cambodia. The student had been warned about his language but had gone on to abuse a detective, stating at the time of his arrest that the remarks he made were true. The student's lawyer pointed out the excellent record of his client in community affairs and the fact that the defendant was customarily polite and well mannered. He had uncharacteristically lost his temper in the heated atmosphere which had prevailed at the time. The student was fined $30 and costs.


A few minutes afterwards another man appeared on a charge of using obscene language when approached by a policeman in a city hotel. The man was not represented by council and had nothing to say in his defence. Mr Scully thought fit to fine this defendant $30 and costs also.


As a young lawyer once said to me with surprise and annoyance "Half the time it doesn't seem to matter whether a person is defended or not. They seem to have the punishments worked out beforehand and take no account of the evidence."


• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •



by Janet Oakley


'Dad's Army' fans were identified this week in the magistrate's court.


Patrick Andrew McMally, 29, a former professional boxer, who according to the defence, had fought out of his class pleaded guilty to a charge of possessing a firearm.


He was apparently waving an unloaded 45 calibre pistol in the private bar of the Panama Hotel. When the police arrived he put the gun in his trousers, rushed into the woman's toilet and put it on top of the towel dispenser. He had previously been convicted of having a pistol at the age of 16.


The defense said that the owner of the pistol wished to sell it and handed it around the bar. McMally was apparently last in line, "like the incident in 'Dad's Army' last Sunday." Mr Scully obviously appreciated the analogy and fined McMally $75.


The best defence these days seems to be that you were so drunk that you didn't know what you were doing.


The defendant, a painter, went to the pub because it was raining and from 2pm to 10pm he drank the best part of three bottles of whiskey.


At closing time he started throwing pool balls at the windows and door. He also smashed a wall panel valued at $280.


When the police arrived he threw punches at one of them, broke his watch strap and tore his coat. The hotel manager and two of his friends said that he was so drunk he didn't know what he was doing. But the police said that he was standing steadily and talking quite well.


In this case the magistrate believed the manager and the defendant's friends in preference to the police and held that although the defendant had commited the offence he was incapable of forming intent because of intoxication and the charges were dismissed.


• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •


Patrick McGinty, a middle aged unemployed man was charged with being drunk in a public place. When asked by the magistrate whether he had anything to say McGinty said "I wasn't very drunk."


Mr Scully replied, "There is nothing much to say then, is there, if you were drunk." McGinty was convicted and discharged.


Most defendants charged with being drunk and disorderly are convicted and discharged and there seems little point in bringing the charges as they haven't harmed anyone and the conviction would probably not prevent them from becoming drunk again.


• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •


Another case where it was difficult to see why the police had brought a prosecution was Kathy Keegan's. She had been drinking and reached onto the tray of a truck, took a pickaxe and walked on. She threw it away before the police approached her. The fine was $25.


• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •


A technical offence that the police are fond of using at the moment is being 'found without lawful excuse on a property but in circumstances that did not disclose the intention to commit any other offence'. It was used on one occassion this week to charge an old alcoholic who had got drunk and couldn't go to the night shelter so he spent the night in a deserted building. Mr Scully said, "Look you behave yourself and stay at the night shelter or else I'll give you shelter and it won't be for one night." He was convicted and discharged.


• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •


Two Maori men, although both dressed as women, were also prosecuted for this offence. When asked if they had anything to say, one of them said that they were walking along the street when one of them wanted to go to the toilet, so they went into a yard in Abel Smith Street.


Mr Scully said, "Did you think you could go there?" The reply was, "It was better than going in the street." They were fined $50 each.
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Peter Franks sorting out a few incorrect ideas with Students Association President Wilson, Vice-President Gilbert, and Salient workers Roger Steele, Neil Pearce, Bruce Robinson, Don Franks, Karen Stewart, Helen Pankhurst and Wong Ahfo. One of the pleasures of working for Salient is eating the sumptuous meals that Comrade Wong prepares for the beleagured workers late at night.


Other Salient workers who are still escaping cadre Franks' ideological guidance are Keith Stewart, Claire Smith, Tom Scott, Oliver Robb, Cheryl Dimond, Jonathan Hughes, Les Slater, David Tripe, Les Atkins, Tony Ward, Graeme Collins, Debbie Tait, Lloyd Weeber, Susan Jensen and Stephen Hall.



Salient Office


1st Floor, University Union Building, phone 70-319 (ext. 75, 81 & 56). P. O. Box 1347, Wellington, New Zealand.



Copy Deadlines


Contributions should be typed or written legibly double-spaced on one side of the paper only. The next issue of Salient will be published on August 29th, and contributions should be in the hands of the Editors by Wednesday, August 22nd. Late contributions will also be considered.



Advertising


is in the capable hands of Brian Hegarty who can be contacted at Salient (phone 70-319, ext. 75 or 81) or at home (phone 87-530 Upper Hutt).



Printed by Wanganui Newspapers Ltd., P.O. Box 433 Wanganui, and published by the Victoria University of Wellington Students' Association Inc., P. O. Box 196, Wellington.
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[image: EASTERN CULTURAL CONCERT MAIN ITEMS 'The Red Silk Dance' With exuberant spirit and sprightly posture the dance reflects the animation and vigour o youth. 'The Bamboo Dance' Describes the suffering and unity of the farmers throughout the paddy-planting season. 'When the Harbour is Closed' A great dance portraying the hard life of the East Coast fishermen. 'Pineapple Harvest' Depicts the happiness and suffering of the pineapple planters in Johore. 'Rubber Tree — Our Beloved Mother' An action-song reflecting the rubber tappers livelihood. 'Spring is ours!' Spring — a symbol of happy life, only achieved through courage and determination. 'We Want to Live' A sketch portraying the hardships of the Singapore hawkers. 'Books! Books! Books!' A mime describing the dreams of a great scholar'. The three-hour performance also includes chorus, harmonica solo, Chinese flute etc. Some of the above items are extracted from the Chinese Language Society of Malayan University and the Southern Cultural Organisation of Singapore. ALL WELCOME!! ALL WELCOME!! ALL WELCOME!! PLACE: Memorial Theatre (VUW) DATE: August 21, 1973 TIME: 7.30pm Tickets are on sale in the Studass Office ($1 per person). Organised by the Chinese Language Club, Otago University.]
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Preaching Capitalism




Studies in the subject of Business Administration, Economics and Accountancy at Victoria University are conducted with a very strange logic. In Stage I the student cannot escape the implicit or explicit message that capitalism is the most efficient economic system, and that this is in itself a justification for the teaching and learning of commerce in the university.


The "free-enterprise" system is judged to be the best for the following reasons: (1) It encourages competition in the market place and this competition keeps producers on their toes; (2) The "free-enterprise" system reduces the costs of goods and services to the consumer; (3) A system of private enterprise provides a choice for the consumer. The major problem however, with the above justifications is that they are all false.







Competition?


Pure competition, one learns in Economics I, only occurs where there is a large number of producers. Some higher Commerce units teach techniques associated with mergers and takeovers. These have the obvious effect of reducing the number of producers in the economy, which reduces the amount of competition. Therefore Commerce studies at Victoria act against the competitive ideal.


The argument that the "free enterprise" system reduces the costs of goods and services to the consumer is never substantiated. The assumption is that a competitive system results in lower prices for everyone. Recently in Salient there was an interview in which a Business Administration lecturer said in effect, that the competitive system as it was operating in New Zealand acted against the best interests of the consumer, because business men engaged in price fixing practices which ultimately raised market prices. So the theory of competition does not relate to actual business practice and another justification for the capitalist system disappears.







What Choice?


The argument that a free enterprise system provides the consumer with a choice of goods and services is of doubtful validity. Ralph Nader in his book 
The New High Priest-Hood believes that there is a diminishing freedom of choice in the private enterprise system.


His claim is substantiated for NZ if one looks at, say canned fruit. A few years ago there were many different brands of canned fruit on the New Zealand market, but today there are only two significant canned fruit manufacturers in the country. If one goes to the supermarket one may find 15 different brands of soap powder, yet only two companies manufacture these soap powders. People may think that they have a real choice, but in fact they haven't.







What right to Profit?


Commerce studies at this University proceed from an unsound basis. The imperfections in the "free- enterprise" system are mentioned occasionally, but are studied in depth only when there is a chance to make a profit by learning from the mistakes of others.


The right of a company to make a profit has never been questioned. Many commerce subjects permit some questioning of the existing system, but the student who proposes an alternative system is met with an answer such as "well this is the system we've got and we've got to work in it. We can make it better and more efficient, but we can't change the system and besides it's the best type of economic system in the world." The answers to questions criticising capitalism are made in terms of the capitalist ideology, which is unsound at its very basis.







Impotence produces ignorance


Profit is considered a necessity for the company. The usual constraint placed on the achievement of a profit is that it must be made within the law. Breaking the law however is an integral part of the day to day operation of many NZ companies. The lecturers know this, they even say this in lectures, but for some strange reason for the most part they seem to be unwilling to do anything about such illegal practices.


Commerce studies in the University might turn out good accountants and managers — but most of the students have never learned or thought to question the system in which they will work. The University is in effect turning out people who will control our economy, and yet have little understanding of the limitations of the system. Nor do they have an understanding of the implications of their profit making activities for the wider society. Personal and corporate profit are the primary focus of Commerce studies in this University and everything else is subservient to the profit motive.
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The "free-enterprise" system is judged to be the best for the following reasons: (1) It encourages competition in the market place and this competition keeps producers on their toes; (2) The "free-enterprise" system reduces the costs of goods and services to the consumer; (3) A system of private enterprise provides a choice for the consumer. The major problem however, with the above justifications is that they are all false.
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Competition?


Pure competition, one learns in Economics I, only occurs where there is a large number of producers. Some higher Commerce units teach techniques associated with mergers and takeovers. These have the obvious effect of reducing the number of producers in the economy, which reduces the amount of competition. Therefore Commerce studies at Victoria act against the competitive ideal.


The argument that the "free enterprise" system reduces the costs of goods and services to the consumer is never substantiated. The assumption is that a competitive system results in lower prices for everyone. Recently in Salient there was an interview in which a Business Administration lecturer said in effect, that the competitive system as it was operating in New Zealand acted against the best interests of the consumer, because business men engaged in price fixing practices which ultimately raised market prices. So the theory of competition does not relate to actual business practice and another justification for the capitalist system disappears.
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The argument that a free enterprise system provides the consumer with a choice of goods and services is of doubtful validity. Ralph Nader in his book 
The New High Priest-Hood believes that there is a diminishing freedom of choice in the private enterprise system.


His claim is substantiated for NZ if one looks at, say canned fruit. A few years ago there were many different brands of canned fruit on the New Zealand market, but today there are only two significant canned fruit manufacturers in the country. If one goes to the supermarket one may find 15 different brands of soap powder, yet only two companies manufacture these soap powders. People may think that they have a real choice, but in fact they haven't.
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Commerce studies at this University proceed from an unsound basis. The imperfections in the "free- enterprise" system are mentioned occasionally, but are studied in depth only when there is a chance to make a profit by learning from the mistakes of others.


The right of a company to make a profit has never been questioned. Many commerce subjects permit some questioning of the existing system, but the student who proposes an alternative system is met with an answer such as "well this is the system we've got and we've got to work in it. We can make it better and more efficient, but we can't change the system and besides it's the best type of economic system in the world." The answers to questions criticising capitalism are made in terms of the capitalist ideology, which is unsound at its very basis.
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Profit is considered a necessity for the company. The usual constraint placed on the achievement of a profit is that it must be made within the law. Breaking the law however is an integral part of the day to day operation of many NZ companies. The lecturers know this, they even say this in lectures, but for some strange reason for the most part they seem to be unwilling to do anything about such illegal practices.


Commerce studies in the University might turn out good accountants and managers — but most of the students have never learned or thought to question the system in which they will work. The University is in effect turning out people who will control our economy, and yet have little understanding of the limitations of the system. Nor do they have an understanding of the implications of their profit making activities for the wider society. Personal and corporate profit are the primary focus of Commerce studies in this University and everything else is subservient to the profit motive.
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"I dreamt I saw Chairman Mao last night...




Shortly after their return from China we gathered together a few Wellington members of the delegation — Peter Franks, David Cuthbert, David Cunningham, Cheryl Dimond, Ted Sheehan and Anne Gilbert — in the Salient office. Roger Steele and Bruce Robinson of Salient, and VUWSA President Peter Wilson asked them a few questions. We felt that some of the ground had been well covered in an interview we ran a few issues ago with members of the 1971 delegation, so this time we attempted to go over new ground. Also, as readers will have noticed, we are running articles on specific subjects by members of this year's delegation, so we tried not to enroach on the areas they are covering in more detail elsewhere.





Roger: You've just seen a revolution in progress: do you think you've learned anything from it?



Ted: Well when you talk about the Chinese revolution you have to start with the two great watersheds that were pointed out to us everywhere in China: before and after liberation, and before and after the Cultural Revolution. Those were the two great turning points. Any discussion of the Chinese revolution must be seen in those terms.




Roger: In what context were these two events discussed?



Ted: Everywhere we went, in the workplace or in the family situation they were always discussed. The Cultural Revolution seems to be more internalised now, for example there were very few Mao badges worn and very little waving of Little Red Books. The 1971 delegation saw a lot more wearing of badges, even though-that was dying down. But people spoke of the Cultural Revolution and the changes before and after it. People would tell you before the Cultural Revolution they were doing such and such, but they'd realised the error of their ways and were now following Mao's revolutionary line, and had reorganised their lives.



David Cuthbert: The normal introduction to anything was to describe it in terms of historical transition, especially the very big changes before and after liberation. Some members of the delegation tried to forget this but they found that they then couldn't comprehend the changes before and after the Cultural Revolution, they initially couldn't understand that any changes had taken place. Some of the questions earlier on indicated this.




Roger: Did you get a clearer definition of what a revolution actually is?



Peter Franks: I think so. Most of us went with the impression that the Chinese Revolution was the events that took place between say 1946 and 1949; but the Chinese always refer to this period as 'Liberation'. It became clear after the first formal visit that rather than being a post-revolutionary society China is a society where the revolution is still continuing. The Chinese have always made it quite clear that there will be more Cultural Revolutions in the future, and that class struggle and political struggle between the capitalist line of Liu Shao-Chi and the revolutionary line of Mao Tsetung hasn't finished. Liu Shao-Chi is not seen as a particularly bad individual but a symbol of that line of development.


A revolution is not just seizing power by armed force. Once you've changed the base of an economy and socialised it, and the people through the state taking control; then you have to go on and do the much more difficult task of changing the superstructure. That means changing things like cultural values, forms of political institutions and changing even the people themselves. Even in such a short period as three weeks you get the strong impression of what a difficult battle a revolution is.


From my point of view the continuing Chinese revolution is a very important verification of what writers like Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin pointed out, that working towards a communist society would take a great many years. Chinese experience bears this out, and not only helps you to understand your own society better but also helps you to understand a country like the Soviet Union. I've always found it extremely difficult to understand how a society like the Soviet Union could go back to capitalism peacefully, but being in China you can see much more clearly how this could happen. Understanding China also helps you to understand what's going on in Chile and what a difficult struggle the revolutionaries there face. In Chile the only change that took place was a parliamentary one, with the election of a Marxist President, rather than the overthrow of the state by the people through-armed struggle.



David Cuthbert: It was fairly easy to see just how easily things could go wrong. In Peking University for example it was very easy to see how people could become completely remote from the rest of society. The setting of the university was very physically divorced from the rest of society and the whole place was very peaceful and tranquil. The students and the teachers could very easily become completely divorced from society and become a self-perpetuating elite, perpetuating capitalist tendencies.



Cheryl: But they were very well aware of these dangers.



David Cuthbert: The present generation was very aware of this, but you could see very easily what had happened in the past 20 years.



Cheryl: It's very interesting to see the emphasis on physical labour for academics and students, and their going back to factories at regular intervals and applying their knowledge all the time.



Ted: But you could see how easy It would be for academics and students to enjoy a remote and peaceful life there, while doing their one day a week of manual work.



Cheryl: There's constant evaluation of what they're doing and the relationship between students and the staff, and constant evaluation of course material and the way in which it is presented.




Roger: Are students potentially more counter-revolutionary than any other group? David just pointed out how easy it is for students in any society to become isolated from the people.



Ted: It would be difficult to say whether students are potentially more counter-revolutionary than any other group. Anyone who was cut off from the working people was potentially counter-revolutionary. That means administrators in factories, the whole crew could become counter-revolutionary. Even the people in the Design Office of a factory who are working in fairly close contact with the workers could become cut off.




Roger: How much did you see of the universities in China and did you get an idea of the principles on which they are run?



Ted: We saw two: Peking University and the Engineering Institute at Talien. As far as the principles they operate on, well I got the impression that most of them have just started up agair after the Cultural Revolution and all their enrolments were low.



David Cuthbert: At Talien Engineering Institute there were 1200 students in their second year of enrolment, and 1200 staff members. The other thing is that they are trying to prevent students and staff from becoming cut off from the rest of society. They drastically reduced the course length. For instance at Peking University, they said some first degrees were taking up to five or six years for people to compete. In a subject like archaeology, the academics said you need to do more field work, more research work, and courses just got longer and longer.




Roger: Why are the Universities still under-populated?



Ted: Well I think that part of this was that the selection procedures for universities before the cultural revolution were somewhat similar to ours. But now they're completely revised all this now with the process of self-application. Students can't go straight from secondary school to university, but after two years work on a commune or in a factory they can apply to go to university. Then their fellow workers have to discuss and endorse their application.
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"The Jesus Freaks have got nothing on me now!" Senior cadre Franks haranguing his fellow workers in the Salient office.





David Cuthbert: The universities still seek to have a veto power. If the character (secondary School) obviously doesn't perform with academic competence it appears to me they have a veto power there. At Peking University they said the final endorsement of the application would be on the basis of the student's school record. But it was pretty obvious that the most important criteria that person would apply in actually getting to university was an endorsement by the student's fellow workers in terms of his productive output, and more importantly his political attitude. His political attitude was most important.



Ted: It might be wrong to say that academic ability was the deciding factor. Even if a potential student hadn't a great deal of academic ability he or she still might be considered for university because they believe in bringing out a person's creative powers. I think myself that the reason why the universities are underpopulated is that the new selection procedures are a hell of a lengthy.



David Cuthbert: Another reason why the universities are taking so long to get underway again is the problem with the staff who were misleaders in a sense. That came through when they described the salaries. The professors were all still on contracts. Some of them were on contracts and being paid 300 yuan a month. Now that's a very high salary in China. But it was suggested to the professorial staff that they be paid the average wages of about 70 yuan a month and deposit the rest of their contractual salary in the Bank of China for investment in national development. Some professors have done this and some haven't and we needn't go much further about the ones who haven't. But I would have thought that the re-education of the academic staff is taking some time so you've got a group of staff who have a politically incorrect attitude in terms of relating to the people. Chuck all your students out and you've got the same sort of professors who start the old system rolling again and you haven't got any further ahead.




Peter Wilson: It seems from what you're saying that there are two important aspects of the ways the Chinese see their progression towards a communist society. Firstly the danger of a division between physical and intellectual labour growing up, which brings with it the very strong danger of bureaucracy. Secondly they recognise that once the economic base of society is transformed it does not necessarily follow that ideas of people's consciousnesses will automatically be transformed. This seems to me to be one of the differences in perspectives between Mao Tsetung and Stalin: in fact, this is something that is a real contribution by the Chinese, the idea of the ongoing necessity of struggling to change people's values and ideas, even after the economic base of society has been transformed to socialism.



Peter Franks: The best comment I heard on the cultural revolution came from a worker in the Housing Settlement we visited in Shanghai. What he said was that before liberation he and his family had lived in Shanghai in a slum and after the liberation they moved to a new apartment building. They moved from a very poor standard of housing to one which was pretty good even by our standards, and he said that that made him tremendously happy and they thought that socialist society was pretty good. But at the same time there were struggles going on within the communist party that they knew vaguely about but these struggles weren't subject for discussion among the working people. He said the difference after the Cultural Revolution was that all the conflicts between the two lines — the capitalist road of Liu Shao-Chi and the Revolutionary line of Mao Tsetung, which were limited to internal discussion within the Communist Party came out into the open and people were forced to take an attitude towards this struggle. As a consequence people were spending a groat deal more time in political study. It would be wrong to say that there was no political study among the working class before the cultural revolution, but the difference was that after the Cultural Revolution political study became absolutely essential as a guide to social practice. We asked this worker what he was studying at the moment in his neighbourhood study group. He replied 'State and Revolution' by Lenin, 'Critique of the Gotha Programme' by Marx and 'Anti-Duhring' by Engels. Now the last two of those works are very complex philosophical Works in anyone's terms. That really hit home for me how seriously people regarded political study in China. The difference was that before the Cultural Revolution important political matters were things that were just discussed among Communist Party members but after the Cultural Revolution they became something on which every peasant and every worker had to take an attitude towards.



Ted: I got the impression that a lot of the discussion during the Cultural Revolution made people realise that the Communist Party was dependent on them for survival.




Peter Wilson: A lot of China watchers tend to see some sort of course already charted for China, that it must become a technological bureaucratic society regardless of what the Chinese people want. It seems that what you're saying is that under the dictatorship of the proletariat, although there are certainly potential dangers at every stage of the struggle there is no reason for these dangers to become reality so long as people's vigilance and determination to keep on struggling are still alive. The masses can make the society in accordance with their own wishes, provided political struggle at all levels is continued.



Peter Franks: This is something that is difficult for westerners to grasp. For example on the plane from Kwangchow to Shanghai one of the members of our party struck up a conversation with a Scots sea captain who was working for a Chinese government shipping line. Now this bloke just couldn't understand why the Chinese emphasised politics although he'd been in China for years off and on. He was saying that the Chinese had "got over this mad cultural revolution, but they still refused to understand that you need a highly developed technical society." It was just beyond this bloke's comprehension that the Chinese refused to accept experts unless they were communist experts. The China watchers and many western commentators on China find Chinese society incomprehensible because they fail to understand the supremacy of politics in Chinese life.




Bruce: You said that before the Cultural Revolution, debate about potential development was seen by the common people as something for the Communist Party and that after the Cultural Revolution they understood better that they themselves had to take part in political discussion. You quoted some of the literature the workers were reading but how did they actually apply it in their daily lives?
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David Cuthbert: The term 'grass root' translated very easily from the Chinese to the English while many other words we used didn't translate very easily. The point it that at every level, from running a creche in a housing district to the development of a better way to crush glass in a glass factory people are encouraged to apply their political study.



Peter Franks: One very good example we got was when we were in Shenyang and we were taken to see a demonstration of how powerline maintenance had been improved by applying Mao Tsetung thought. Through discussion among the workers and the technicians, and through applying the principles of two of Mao's works. On Contradiction' and 'On Practice', they had been able to develop techniques of 'live line operations', that is doing repair work and maintenance work on power lines without having to turn off the power This development was very important, especially in a heavy industrial area, because it meant that production wasn't disrupted by power cuts every now and then.


The people in China take this very seriously and for them the principles of Marxism-Leninism are a guide to action in their everyday lives. This is a two sided thing. Theory on its own is useless without practice, but social practice cannot be advanced to a higher stage without constant study of theory.




Bruce: How successful were the people in applying socialist thought in their daily lives?



David Cuthbert The theory behind the 'live-line operations' techniques was fairly simple, but the big triumph was convincing the people that the theory could be applied. The theory itself wasn't all that complex but as I saw it the big triumph was convincing people that they could apply a lot of scientific mumbo-jumbo in a textbook to improving techniques of power-line maintenance.




Roger: How much political education do people receive at varying stages of their lives?



Ted: In the kindergarten which we went to where the children were about three to seven years old, political education was given throughout the entire curriculum. You could see it in songs and dances like 'I dreamt I saw Chairman Mao last night', 'We are determined to liberate Taiwan' and How to serve your neighbour', sharing out toys and apples and taking the small apples yourself. In the schools, textbooks often had a definite political content, and apart from that there are specific politics classes.



David Cuthbert: In the factories we went to there was specific time allocated each 
week when workers would get together in groups and study various Marxist writings. The trade unions organised these study groups. At the glass factory in Talien we saw several groups of women workers studying the 'Communist Manifesto'. They told us they spent two one hour periods a week in political study. But that varied quite considerably from factory to factory depending on the production process.



Ted: On the first commune we went to in Kwangchow they spent two nights out of every ten in political study.




Roger: With reference to the kindergartens, you said that what went on was political education, but a lot of westerners would say what you saw was indoctrination.



Ted: It's just the way you look at it. Without the politics the country wouldn't survive.



Cheryl: It's just the teaching of revolutionary principles on which their society is based. It's no more in doctrinational than the principles in which we rear our children, of individualism versus co-operation, which is one of their main principles. The hard thing for listeners to comprehend is that the political basis is made explicit — the children argue and discuss basic principles rather than just accept them.



Ted: The emphasis on sharing things is very strong in kindergartens. If that's indoctrination, well good on them.




Roger: The American at the Catacombs forum last night made the comment that Anne didn't seem able to talk anything other than cliches. I think he was referring to the remarks you made about 'the continuing struggle to build socialism', and 'serving the people' and' relying on the creativity of the masses'. Do you think they are cliches?



Anne: Well they are very meaningful terms of reference to the Chinese people in their daily lives.



David Cunningham: I think it would be equivalent to going into an accountant's office in NZ and asking him why you couldn't do something and the accountant saying, 'well it wouldn't be profitable'. For a capitalist to say we can't do it, it's not profitable' is not a cliche, it's terms of reference. To say we're doing it because it serves the people isn't a cliche in China.



Ted: They have bloody huge posters in China, for example a poster of a girl holding a tray with a drink on it and a huge sign underneath saying 'it's a glorious thing to serve the people'. It's like the signs outside churches here, which say 'Jesus says Love your neighbour'.
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Commiiur Cuthbert inspecting a class at Shanghai's Number 2 Primary School.
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Peter Wilson? Dave Cunningham just made an important point when you compare the central logic of the Chinese system to the rule of profit under capitalism. The rule of profit is transmitted throughout the whole structure of capitalist society as opposed to the logic of collective needs. The slogan 'serve the people' illustrates that the Chinese system has a totally different dynamic.



For example, I heard on a radio programme two Australian educators who had been to China expressing the opinion that perhaps the Australian could learn from the Chinese example by integrating more practical work with theoretical work, and having the children going out to work etc. This kind of understanding at a very superficial level misses out the fact that the only reason the Chinese can serve the people is because the whole base of society has been transformed from capitalism to socialism. Were there people in the delegation who wanted to apply things from Chinese society to New Zealand while missing out the necessity of a socialist revolution?



David Cuthbert: Yes, very definitely. There were people who had a shopping basket, and as they went round they picked up things for example on child-care centres and thought you could merely transpose Chinese ideas back to the NZ system, and make them work by convincing a few party bosses. They found the greatest difficulty understanding the essential political basis to things, the necessity for the transformation of the whole society before child-care centres could operate in NZ on the same basis they operate on in China.



Cheryl: This applied in particular to women's liberation. The Chinese women we spo)ce to stressed very strongly that women will never be liberated and will never overcome oppression without the people first overcoming oppression. The women's liberation here could learn a lot in terms of looking at their position in terms of the class struggle, and from this they would realise that they should be fighting for the liberation of people as a whole, not just the liberation of women. Women in China were amazed that this wasn't the idea that was being put forward here.



Anne: They couldn't understand the idea that some women thought they had to fight males, and that males were the oppressors. They couldn't see how this worked out logically.



Cheryl: The ongoing struggle for women's liberation in particular comes after the liberation of the people as a whole. The major contradiction was liberation of the people, and the secondary contradiction was liberate the women in the context of a society that had been liberated from oppression.



Peter Franks: On the point of transplanting things from Chinese society straight to New Zealand we sometimes found cases where the form of a thing was the same as NZ, but the content was quite different. For example when we went to the Engineering Institute at Talien the engineering students in our delegation found that a lot of things were exactly the same as engineering schools in NZ. I think Dave could elaborate on that point.



David Cuthbert: When we went through their hydraulics laboratory the technical equipment was exactly the same as in NZ. And a group of students at Auckland or Canterbury would have been solving exactly the same problems as the students at Talien. The point is that at Canterbury the students would have been solving the problems for a private contractor in Christchurch who would be paying the university a fat cheque, while at Talien Engineering Institute the students were working for a commune that had an irrigation problem. We looked at their geometry and calculus textbooks, and they were very similar to the textbooks used in NZ engineering schools. The whole political context was of course present whereas it is totally absent in NZ.




Peter Wilson: So you would say that although there were similarities in a field like engineering it is not a 'neutral' suojecv. In NZ society the study of engineering does serve certain ends and meets certain demands, and it is a highly political thing.



Ted: Yes. The students at Talien were doing things like the flow of water through construction sites and the actual building of large resettlement areas. Well NZ students do the same thing but it's usually for some developer, and rarely in the interests of the people.




Peter Wilson: So do we need to make our science students realise how political their studies are?



Ted: Yes.




Roger: Could someone explain about 'labour intensive' production as distinct from what we heve here. For example whenever you see pictures of China you always see thousands of people with shovels instead of one with a steamshovel.



David Cuthbert: I think this is one of the things that the so-called China watchers in Hong Kong try to distort. The Chinese admit that on communes there are big strides to be made in increasing mechanisation. They see the increased use of devices such as tractors as a very good thing. It depends what you mean by labour intensity. In the huge steel rolling mills we saw everything was mechanised that could be mechanised and there weren't thousands of people working with shovels, everybody was doing something productive and they stressed that
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they were trying to bring in machinery to serve the people by making jobs easier for the workers concerned. The image painted by some people that you have vast masses of people each with a little shovel doing something is just not true.



Ted: Yes, they're constantly aware that there's much to do. After I'd been there sometime I started thinking that China is at about a nineteenth century level of development with their burgeoning heavy industry. The conditions in the factories are fairly primitive by our standards and a lot of the country's wide agricultural base is quite labour intensive in many cases. But in 20 years the Chinese have come from about the sixth century A.D. up to about the nineteenth century; it's a huge leap.



David Cuthbert: One example of labour intensity is planting paddy rice from the seedlings and transplanting them out into the paddies. Up to now this has been done by hand and it's a long, complicated, backbreaking job, but in the Shanghai industrial exhibition we saw the development of machines to make that job very much easier and very much faster. So they are applying skill to try and develop these machines to increase production and to remove this backbreaking work from the people. They're putting a lot of resources into developing a method which can make a job like planting paddy rice easier and more productive.




Roger: Do you think that Chinese society is ever likely to become as automated and as technologically advanced as western society, and if so what will happen to labour relations and people's leisure time?



Ted: That's so far in the future that it's probably not worth talking c(bout at the moment. There's still vast tracts of China that are undeveloped so there's work to be done for hundreds of years. The Chinese have a hell of a long way to go yet before they catch up technologically.


The idea of a politically conscious population with the full resources and technology of a western society at their disposal is awe inspiring. What they couldn't do would be very little. They've only just started and they're constantly emphasising that they're in the stage of socialist reconstruction. They recognise that they haven't got anywhere near a Communist society yet.




Roger: What sort of evidence is there of continuing class struggle?



Peter Franks: I think the cultural revolution and what happened there gives the best example of the continuation of the class struggle. Although you don't actually see class struggle going on, what you see are the manifestations of it like the emphasis on political study or bureaucrats working at least one day a week either on the factory floor or in the communes. The reason this is done is to make sure that the cadres and the bureaucrats don't loose touch with the people. The actual class struggle was particularly sharp during the Cultural Revolution right throughout Chinese society and evidence is coming to light all the time about what exactly what went on.



David Cuthbert: Continuing class struggle can be explained in terms of the legal system. There are still people who steal bicycles for instance and in terms of building a socialist society that is an anti-social attitude. It's a class attitude of flogging someone else's productive work and people who do that are dealt with through the legal system in two fashions. People who commit anti-social acts are re-educated through physical labour and through constant political study. The Chinese fully admit that anti-working class elements do exist and this was illustrated by the fact that they flogged bicycles, chopped down power poles and things like that.


One interesting thing we did find out is that the ratio of policemen to the rest of the population is 1 to 4000 whereas in NZ the ratio is down to 1 to 800. What's happening is that the community is doing its own police work. Many cases never get to court because they're resolved by people sitting round in a Neighbourhood Committee discussing problems and resolving them that way.




Peter Wilson: So Chinese society keeps the creative potential of individuals who commit anti social acts by keeping them within society. In our society however increasing numbers of people are banished to places like Mt Crawford and Mt Eden, and all their potential is lost.



Peter Franks: One very great advance the Chinese have made over the Soviets in developing a socialist society is their treatment of anti-social elements or class enemies. In the 1920s and 1930s Russia was in an intense state of seige from the capitalist world, and I'm quite sure that most of the people tried by Stalin in the 1930s had made very serious political mistakes, and deserved to be tried. But whereas the Soviet attitude was to shoot anti-social elements, the Chinese attitude is to show people where they've gone wrong and to re-educate them.




Roger: How are discipline problems handled within the family and within the school?



Peter Franks: The family I talked to in the housing settlement in Shanghai was a family of four: the husband and wife both worked and they had two kids, one was 18 and the other was 13. We asked this worker about discipline within his family and he gave us a typical example. Occasionally a new line of shoes might come into the shops and the kids would say "we want some new shoes dad', and he said that because the kids had been brought up since liberation and hadn't experienced the old society they often had to discuss things in great detail to point out to their kids that Chinese society was in the stage of building socialism and it wasn't a Utopian society where you had everything for nothing. The parents had to constantly point out to their children the differences between the old society that they had lived under and the new society where the children got their own experience of life. In schools for example, the use of corporal punishment isn't allowed and if teachers do use corporal punishment they are very severely criticised both by the school kids and by other staff members.
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Cheryl: I asked one teacher whether she had any discipline problems and she said no, children really felt they were learning so that they could better serve the people. Because children really want to learn so they can serve the people, teachers have no discipline problems as such.



Ted: That attitude was apparent throughout society. At Peking University we went into the English class and talked to a group of students. I asked one student what he was going to do when he graduated. He didn't know but said "just so long as I serve the people I don't care what I do." Now that sounds a hell of a fatuous here but when he said it that was exactly what he meant.



David Cuthbert: I was talking to a member of the People's Liberation Army and I asked "when you've finished your course what are you going to do," and he replied "well I don't know. I'm looking for an opportunity to serve the people, but the people will be able to tell me where I'm best able to do this." He said "I will have gained certain skills and people will suggest where I will be best able to use these skills."



Anne: We were talking to a group of women and there was a young woman present who was a shop assistant. All her life she had wanted to be a factory worker because she thought that being a worker was the place she could best serve the people. But after graduating from secondary school she was assigned to work in a shop and she wasn't at all happy with this. She didn't understand that you could serve the people wherever you are working and that every job was necessary, and she was very unhappy. Some of the older workers found out and they came and talked to her. She said that because she was born under the Red flag, she didn't understand class struggle because she had never been through it. After the older workers had talked to her she understood this and understood that every job was important and that she was serving the people whether she worked in a shop or worked in a factory or on a commune. So she became quite happy in her job and spent more and more time in political study, and she started to understand the nature of society and class struggle more as she went on. This example brings out what we were talking about before about discipline in the family.


The parents teach the kids what they have been through because the kids have never been through class struggle themselves. The parents have to remind the kids all the time what class struggle is and what happened before liberation compared to what is happening now under the Red flag.



Cheryl: This is also a reciprocal process. A lot of the older people want to learn to read and write with the school kids, so there is a reciprocal relationship of the parents learning from the children, and the children learning from the parents at the same time.



Ted: One thing that struck me about the shop assistant was that after she realised that it was possible to serve the people by working in the shop she tried to think how she could do her work better. She learnt how to cut cloth so that when customers came in who didn't know how to cut cloth to make clothes she would show them how and do everything but sew it up for them.




Peter Wilson: Well, relating this revolutionary principle to a local controversy, perhaps we shouldn't be pushing for no assessment in our education system but for different assessment.



Cheryl: When we visited a school on the commune in Kwang-chow we talked about assessment. The teachers said there were two forms of assessment of a child's work. One was an oral examination of the things they had learnt, and the second was applying for example their mathematical knowledge in practice. To test the children's ability at this the teachers would take them to a construction site and the children would apply their knowledge of geometry to solving the problems the workers were facing.



David Cuthbert: Another example we were given was that children would have to work out how many bricks it would take to build a house. The teachers got their students to use the geometrical principles they'd learnt to finding out how many bricks would be needed, how big the roof would be and how many materials would be needed. This was an example of the constant emphasis on putting theory into practice at all levels of the education system.



David Cunningham: I think that was a very dangerous mistake Peter Wilson made when he said that we shouldn't be pushing in NZ for no assessment but for different types of assessment. You make the same mistake that many members of the delegation made, that is taking something from Chinese society and transplanting it to NZ without considering the different social systems.




Peter Wilson: What I meant is that its not a revolutionary demand to say we want no assessment in this society.



Anne: Well it could be in NZ society, it couldn't be in a socialist society.




Peter Wilson: What I mean is that its important in formulating our demands to keep talking about the type of assessment we have and whom it serves, rather than counter posing to that the argument that we should have no assessment.



Ted: Going right back to the first question 'do you know any more about revolution?' I probably don't, but the feeling I got as we got near the end of our trip was that I didn't feel all that sorry to leave because I realised that there was a hell of a lot of work to be done back in NZ.




Roger: How do you think you will apply what you have learnt in China to NZ?



Ted: Well a lot of the attitudes I found will be useful, probably in a personal way. We can learn from their incredible humility and this applies a hell of a lot to Wellington particularly because other members of the group pointed out how introverted we were. In any political debate we never really tried to win people over, we more or less bludgeoned them into accepting what we were saying. But the Chinese have an attitude of endless self- denial and ceaseless work for the revolution.



Peter Franks: Also the Chinese attitude to criticism. When we went through the National Peasants Institute in Canton the girl who showed us round had a very good knowledge of the history of the Institute and its relationship to the history of the Chinese revolution. At one stage she answered questions and after she had answered a couple she delivered a pretty withering self-criticism of what she said. She said that she hadn't done thorough enough research and that it was obvious she couldn't answer our questions. We just sat there and Cuthbert mumbled "you've done very well", but that sounded totally out of place because she was making a serious self-criticism of her work and coming from our society we just couldn't respond at all. The Chinese take criticism and self-criticism very seriously, and that's one thing people in the progressive movement here can learn a great deal from.



Cheryl: Their attitude to criticism is a constant revaluation of what they're doing and for what purpose.



Ted: They don't regard anyone a: an idiot. When we visited factories, universities and communes, at the end of the discussion our hosts would say "well, we're sure you've spotted a lot of mistakes and we'd like you to tell us about them." And it was all very sincere, it wasn't just a rote message that came over.
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No More Exclusion... Almost



By Graeme Collins


The University Council has agreed to the abolition of exclusion at Victoria University. This means that all students will be able to enrol at Vic whether they have missed some or all of their units since they have been attending university. As usual, however, there are "just a couple of hidden snags".


The move began when a group of Professors and other staff members decided that the Professorial Board, which is made up of professors of the university's academic departments, should discuss the value of the regulations. The Board was split over the issue, but finally agreed at its meeting in July that:


". . . a student who in each of two successive years (in which he is enrolled) has obtained fewer than half of the credits for which he has entered for examination should be entitled as of right to enrol in the following year for not more than the same number of credits as he/she passed in the more successful of those two years, or in courses totalling not more than 12 credits, whichever is the greater; and that if he/she wishes to enrol in more than this he/she must seek special permission to do so".


The following week the University Council endorsed this move, and the regulations giving effect to the change are to be placed before it at its meeting in the first week of the third term.


The Council was concerned however to determine the effect of such a change. Would the university be inundated with students, would students tend to take a more casual approach to their studies, how would the staff's workload be affected, and would there be any extra costs?


These questions are basically unanswerable at this stage, although Vice- Chancellor Taylor gave the latest figures available on exclusion. He said that of the 161 students excluded last year, 138 had their appeals allowed by the Dean of their Faculty or the Exclusion Review Committee. Only 23 students were not permitted to re-enrol.


The Council is to decide at its August meeting just what year the changes are to take effect from.


Apart from this, there are other matters students should keep in mind. The Board and the Council decided that:



	(a)
	in the first year of operation of the new scheme no-one who has been excluded from any university shall be admitted unless he/she has applied by January 31st for permission to enrol and has been granted such permission.


	(b)
	all such applications be dealt with by the Exclusion Review Committee which will determine, after consulting the Deans of the faculties, how many students may be admitted, what criteria shall be used in selecting them, and what restrictions they shall be subject to. (i.e. there will still be restriction of enrolment for particular courses)


	(c)
	the position for subsequent years "be reviewed in the light of the experience gained". The restriction on exclusion from a course (subject to appeal) remains if a student fails the course three times.




There was one further move. Each faculty is to set up a number of advisory committees (without any disciplinary powers) to try to help students to overcome their academic problems and to plan their future programmes of study more satisfactorily. The composition of each committee will be a staff member, a member of the welfare staff, a student representative and possibly one of the student's tutors or academic adviser. Interviews would probably take place just before enrolment, and apart from "urging" students to use the committees it would be up to the student to take the initiative.




[image: Drawing of a university professor under an arch]
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The Taxi and the Mule



by Hasius el Dopo


One rainy Saturday night an old man in a damp overcoat informed me that Wellington's taxi service was the worst in the world. He had been grimly waiting at the Bond Street taxi stand lor just over two hours. Nevertheless, his assertion was not quite correct. The distinction of "world's worst taxi service" probably belongs to Rio Pedregoso, Equador (population 37) where the only means of public transport (a mule) broke a leg last month. Wellington is a close contender for the title, and when the mule's leg mends Wellington may carry off the honours.


The capital's taxi service is not only poor, it is abyssmally bad. Sometimes it's totally nonexistent. If you doubt this, try waiting for a cab some rainy night about 10pm. You may well find it quicker to walk, provided you don't live any further north than New Plymouth.


This is not the case in other cities. In Sydney, London and New York you can flag down a cab by raising a rolled newspaper (Sydney), a furled umbrella (London) or a revolver (New York). In Wellington, the only person I've seen raise an arm to a cab was a senile Prussian expatriate who mistook the driver for Adolf Hitler. (The cab still didn't stop!)


It's different elsewhere. In Sydney, cabs are so efficient that there have been cases of two or more colliding while executing U-turns to pick up the same customer. In emergencies, Sydney-siders often opt for a taxi instead of an ambulance. (Taxis there are nearly as swift as ambulances and about 37 times cheaper.)


Consider the following: A Sydney cab-driver was called to a Kings Cross address. "Drive me to St Vincent's Hospital, mate,' mumbled the burly customer as he climbed in the front scat. "Casualty ward. There's been a stabbing."


"Who got stabbed?" the driver casually enquired as they sped towards the hospital. "Me!" came the reply. The customer gingerly opened his tweed coat to display a nine-inch serrated, stainless steel carving knife (manufactured by Johnson's Silver Plate and Cutlery Co. Ltd, Sheffield. England) protruding from his belly. The driver obligingly stepped on tingas and the man was saved. Had the taxi service there been like Wellington's, the victim might well have phoned a cab company and listened to that interminable "ring-ring, ring ring" until rigor mortis set in


The solution to Wellington's taxi problem lies with the granting of more taxi drivers' licences. A few more cabs per head of population might at least bring the industry up to standard of that in Coffeeville. Kentucky 50-years-ago.


Unfortunately there are snags. Snag number one is the New Zealand Taxi Proprietors' Fed ration, which is fiercely opposed to any further licences. Because of the Federation's stand, a review of taxi services in the City of Wellington held last February resulted in no further licences being issued.


A copy of the Federation's 1973 annual report fell into our hands recently. It will be presented at the 34th annual general meeting of members on Tuesday, August 7. Under the heading "Licensing", the report points out that Wellington's regular review of taxi services is a tri-ennial affair. The next one isn't until 1976. But the report warns against complacency. "This is no time to relax," is states. "The New Zealand economy is in a boom condition which cannot last. We must work together to avoid the issue of further licenses which will become a burden when the economy turns down as it surely must. 
This is your livelihood — 
protect it." (Their italics.)


When a factional interest opposes the public good something has to give. Next time you can't get a cab. phone the licensing authority at the Ministry of Transport and abuse them in several languages.
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"Squad 19"


We all know how the paranoid Nixon made sure McGovern never had a show in that last US Presidential elections, but if Edward Kennedy had been nominated as Democratic candidate, it seems that Nixon planned really drastic action. A forth-coming book 
The Glass- House Tapes by a former Los Angeles police undercover agent, Louis Tackwood, describes the formation of "Squad 19" by the Los Angeles police conspiracy section and the FBI—




"The plan entailed planting a number of agents provocateurs both inside and outside the 1972 Republican convention (at that time planned for San Diego). Agents were to infiltrate the groups planning demonstrations against the war and poverty. At the time of the demonstrations, these agents were to provoke street battles with police surrounding the convention hall. Meanwhile, agents inside the convention hall were to plant explosives timed to blow up coincidental with the riots in the streets. The purpose is to kill a number of delegates.



"The result would be to create a nationwide hysteria that would then provide President Nixon with the popular support necessary to declare a State of National Emergency.



"Orders came directly from the State Department of Justice, District Attorney Evelle Younger, on these fecial squads. "Nixon would then arrest all militants and left wing revolutionaries and cancel the 1972 elections. He could invoke special emergency powers leading to the detention of political actrvists. Martial law would be achieved."





Nixon did form a 16 man Military Reserve Unit under his Office of Emergency Planning and Preparedness to deal with the necessary arrangements for rounding up radicals. McCord, caught spying in the Watergate and security chief for both the CRP and the Republican National Committee, was a member of this unit.
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Red Tape Tight On Beech Forests



By David Tripe


The response of the parliamentary Petitions Committee to the petition seeking protection of the South Island beech forests is hardly surprising. The committee, which is safely under the control of the Forest Service, gave the least favourable recommendation possible that the government should merely give consideration to the petition The Forest Service has big plans for the beech forests and when such an under-rated government department has a chance to improve its standing it is not to be stopped. I he service has always had a hard lime justifying its finances and thus a good long-term project like that planned tor Westland and Southland is just what it needs.


The Labour Government and the Forest Service are trying to simplify environmental issues into a choice between regional development and recreational facilities for the rich. In the case of the beech forest controversy they have been highly successful in putting across this line. Clearly we cannot sympathise with wealthy conservationists who wish to preserve their recreational facilities rather than provide jobs for the workers. After all how many workers are going to be able to take their families to appreciate the beauties of the South Island beech forests? And this is only a part of the story.


The problem from the government's point of view is not whether to utilise the forests as a resource but how. The Forest Service wants the beech to be made into paper pulp so that the land can then be used for planting exotic trees (i.e. pinus radiata and eucalyptus).


The alternative scheme involves using the beech forests for their timber content. New Zealand is currently importing hardwood timber, but the present proposal is to convert the beeches to paper. This sawn timber could de used on the West Coast for making furniture, or for similar industries. The trees which did not yield wood of suitable quality could, if necessary, be put through a chip mill. The net effect of this proposal is selective milling of the beech forests, conservation not preservation.


This proposal would be as economically efficient as the official plans and would be less disruptive of the way of life that is such a distinctive feature of the area. But because it was not their own suggestion the Forest Service have rejected this alternative scheme, proposed by the National Campaign Committee for Forest Use and Conservation, as impractical.


A more crucial point is that the construction of a pulp mill will inevitably mean even greater control of the New Zealand economy by Japanese business interests as there will be no Japanese market for glossy paper unless they have a financial interest. So for all Bill Rowling's laws about the regulation of foreign investment, the Labour Government is continuing to sell New Zealand out to the Japanese. There seems to be something wrong with the whole scheme. But perhaps the Labour Government really does see serving Japanese business interests as its chief priority.
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The new Exec. celebrates


Bunny Wilson and his christian/commo gang have got control of the Students Association again. Six executive members — Ann Gilbert (Woman Vice-President), Lisa Sacksen (Secretary), Barbara Leishman (Cultural Affairs Officer), Mike Curtis (Treasurer), Gyles Beckford (Publications Officer) and David Cunningham (NZUSA Liason Officer) were elected unopposed. President Peter Wilson, Man Vice-President Ken Howell and Sports Officer Don Carson managed to fight off a desperate challenge from the Trotskyite desperados Rotherham and Johnson at the polls. The full voting figures will be published next term, plus the usual protest note from the Young Socialists about the above comments.
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[image: Fly to NORTH AMERICA this summer vacation — THREE GROUP FLIGHTS ORGANISED: — 2 to U.S.A. Departing 26 Nov. Fare: $482 Return December, Fare: $445 Return — 1 to CANADA Departing December, Fare: $445 Return Or visit the Pacific on one of the three group flights organised to: NEW CALEDONIA and FIJI — FLIGHTS LEAVE IN NOVEMBER'. DECEMBER and JANUARY WITH FARES FROM $140 Return. See Jane Mulryan STB Travel Advisor on Victoria Campus 1st Floor Union Building for booking details and information on STB flights to the rest of the world.]




[image: ACCOUNTANCY Wilkinson, Nankervis & Stewart, a progressive national firm of Chartered Accountants with international associates, have positions available for qualified and partly qualified accountants. Modern techniques are employed, assignments are varied, and all staff receive a sound background in all aspects of a large public practice. Generous time off is available for study. We have vacancies now, and for those wishing to start employment either after finals, or Christmas, do not hesitate to contact us. If you are interested in joining an expanding firm that recognises achievement, please phone: Mr R. A. Waddel, At 51-899, Wellington or write to P. O. Box 490, Wellington.]
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Indochina Today


Vietnam Still Fights For Peace




Peter Franks reports on discussions between diplomats at the DRV and PRG embassies in Peking and members of the NZUSA delegation to the Peoples Republic of China.



Concentration on the restoration of democratic liberties in South Vietnam, including the release of all political prisoners, is seen by the Vietnamese liberation movement as its most important task at present in its struggle to implement the Paris Peace Agreement on Vietnam.


Diplomats at the embassies of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Vietnam told members of the NZUSA delegation to China that President Thieu's call for elections in South Vietnam was just a propaganda hoax designed to fool world public opinion. The Vietnamese diplomats pointed out that under the terms of the Paris Agreement full democratic liberties have to be established throughout South Vietnam before there can be any elections. The Second Secretary of the PRG Embassy said that under present conditions in South Vietnam elections would be as farcical as Nixon's Watergate election.


The PRG's latest move at the Paris talks with the Thieu administration on the political future of South Vietnam was its July 18th plan for an immediate agreement on guaranteeing democratic liberties throughout South Vietnam. The plan sets out the fundamental conditions for guaranteeing democratic liberties and includes guarantees of the right to private property, the right to organise political parties, freedom of the press, freedom of movement between the two zones of South Vietnam and the immediate release of all political prisoners. Consistent with their government's past attitude of trying to sabotage the Paris Agreement, Saigon representatives in Paris refused to discuss the PRG's plan.


The Vietnamese diplomats in Peking saw implementation of the Paris Agreement and the June 13th communique signed by Le Due Tho and Henry Kissinger as being the only way of solving political problems in Vietnam. For that reason the Vietnamese were very pleased to learn that the New Zealand antiwar movement had adopted the policy of 'Strict Implementation of the Peace Agreement'. As the First Secretary of the DRV Embassy put it: "I think our struggle to implement the Peace Agreement will be very hard. Our people are very glad to see we have the support of friends in New Zealand in our struggle, and this support is very great encouragement to us".


In the opinion of the Vietnamese the signing of the Paris Agreement marked a turning point in their struggle to liberate their country. While the Peace Agreement did not mean the total defeat of US Imperialism in Indochina it did mean that the Nixon Administration was greatly weakened in its efforts to turn South Vietnam into a US colony.


Since the signing of the Peace Agreement the US Government and the Saigon administration have done everything in their power to violate its provisions and prevent its implementation. A number of US and Saigon violations of the Agreement were pointed out by the joint DRV - PRG Peace Delegation which visited Australia in May, and were reported in 
Salient, May 23rd. Further documentation of these violations is contained in a report by Danie McFadden for the American Quaker project NARMIC. McFadden's report is available from the Wellington Committee on Vietnam, Box 534 Wellington.


The Second Secretary of the PRG Embassy emphasised that while his government was determined to resolve South Vietnam's political problems peacefully through implementing the Peace Agreement, the PRG was prepared to resist attempts by the Thieu administration to seize liberated areas of South Vietnam by force. We were particularly interested to see a recent film of life in the liberated areas of the south, which clearly showed that because they had the support of the people throughout South Vietnam, PRG officials were able to move freely from one liberated zone to another.


The Second Secretary also pointed out that the fact that the United States Government pledged in the June 13th communique with the DRV, to finish clearing the mines from North Vietnam, to stop reconnaissance flights over North Vietnam and to reconvene talks on economic aid with the DRV was a clear admission that it had been violating the Paris Peace Agreement. The First Secretary of the DRV Embassy said that the Americans had still not completed clearing the mines and that there had been no progress in the economic talks between Hanoi and Washington. "Many times", he said, "we've stressed that the US Government has a responsibility to contribute to the rehabilitation of Vietnam, and that they can't use these economic talks as a condition for settling other problems".


The diplomats at both embassies stressed that international support for their struggle was extremely important. So far 34 countries have recognised the PRG and have established diplomatic relations at Ambassadorial level. At the beginning of June this year the Ambassadors of 8 countries presented their credentials to the PRG in the liberated zone of South Vietnam thus presenting dramatic proof of the fact that the PRG does control territory in the south.


The Second Secretary of the PRG Embassy confirmed reports that at the International Conference on Vietnam in February the Secretary-General of the United Nations Kurt Waldheim had called on governments recognising the Thieu Administration to recognise the PRG, and that Waldheim had invited the PRG to send a mission to the UN. However pressure from the US and other reactionary governments had forced Waldheim to back down on these proposals.


Officials at both embassies expressed their governments' disappointment at the New Zealand Government's continuing support for Thieu. But they expressed the hope that the New Zealand anti-war movement would be able to persuade the New Zealand Government to take a more realistic attitude towards Vietnam, and to see the need for strict implementation of the Paris Peace Agreement.


When asked what he thought were the priorities of the New Zealand antiwar movement the First Secretary of the DRV Embassy replied (1) Pressure for the implementation of the Peace Agreement. (2) Recognition of the PRG, and (3) Medical and reconstruction aid for Vietnam. The Vietnamese diplomats were particularly interested in the work that has been done in New Zealand on medical aid, and said that continued aid was one of the most important contributions New Zealanders could make to the Vietnamese people's struggle.


Three members of the NZUSA delegation were also able to pay a brief call on the Embassy of the Royal Government of National Union of Cambodia. Like their Vietnamese comrades, the Cambodian diplomats were extremely pleased to learn that they had the support of the New Zealand antiwar movement in their struggle, and they sent a warm message of greetings to their supporters in New Zealand.



Don't Miss


"The Question of Torture in South Vietnam"


This Grenada Documentary exposes the horror of Thieu's prisons, and the repression the South Vietnamese people are still suffering It will be shown on 
Central Television on 
Monday 13th August at 10.1 p.m.






[image: Photo of Chinese government holding a vote]

After its election by the Congress of people's representatives of South Vietnam in June 1969, the Provisional Revolutionary Government held its first meeting. Presided over by Chairman Huynh Tan Phat the meeting passed a 12-point programme of action that provides the basis for the PRG's present policy In South Vietnam.
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Why NZ Must Recognise The PRG




This year Salient has devoted a great deal of space to reporting the present situation in Indochina. We have printed an analysis of the Vietnam Peace Agreement, an interview with the Australian journalist Wilfred Burchett, a report on the treatment of political prisoners in South Vietnam and a report of the joint DRV—
PRG delegation's visit to Australia.



Carlyle Thayer, an American expert on Vietnam who is based at the Australian National University in Canberra, was in New Zealand recently to speak about the origins and nature of the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Vietnam. The interview with Thayer printed below presents the most comprehensive analysis of the PRG yet available to New Zealanders. It is essential reading for Prime Ministers, Cabinet Members, Foreign Affairs officials, Members of Parliament, political scientists and all those concerned with the relationship between the political forces in Indochina today.





Salient: Why are you in New Zealand?



Thayer: I am in New Zealand at the invitation of various groups comprising the Peace Movement, the Wellington Committee on Vietnam, the Auckland Indochina Day Committee, the Nelson Action Committee on International Affairs, the Blenheim Action Committee on Human Rights, etc speaking on the origins and nature of the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Vietnam, especially in light of the January 1973 Peace Agreement on Vietnam.


I might add that I am also here as a "consol- ationprize". As you probably know a Joint Delegation of the PRG and the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, could not visit New Zealand because your Prime Minister, Mr Kirk, chose to present conditions which the two Vietnamese delegations found unacceptable. In this circumstance a delegation from the Peace Movement in New Zealand came to Sydney in Australia to meet with the Vietnamese. While they were there they heard me speak at a Teach-In on the PRG and invited me to come here to share my knowledge. So, for the time being, I am here speaking on the PRG because their own representatives could not come. I have had the opportunity to meet them while they were in Australia and I can assure you they are more worth hearing than me.



Well, let me ask you then, just what are your credentials? Why should you speak on the PRG?


First, let me say that I have been interested in Vietnam for over 10 years now. I was aware of events there way back in 1963 when the Diem. regime was overthrown. I have always been interested in who the "enemy" was. I mean, I got very interested in the "Vietcong" as the American press called them, and as an undergraduate started reading books and articles on Vietnam. By the time I reached my senior year, in 1966, I wrote my honours thesis in political science on the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam.



What sort of materials did you use for your thesis?


Ah, that was the problem. I was naive in those days and just wrote to the NLF Permanent Missions in Russia, China, Prague, Algeria, Indonesia, and Cambodia saying I was studying them and would like some information. They all replied and flooded me their publications, books and newspapers. I also read all the secondary works I could lay my hands on, including government White Papers and the CIA's daily radio monitoring reports.


Well, to quickly sum up, my interest in Vietnam expanded with the war. After graduation in June 1967 I volunteered to teach in Vietnam with the International Voluntary Services. I taught English as a foreign language in a provincial high school after receiving Vietnamese language training in Saigort.



Where abouts did you teach?


Well then it was quite an unknown place, it was the capital of Binh Long province, An-Loc. My service was interrupted following the wake of the 1968 Tet Offensive and the May offensives. I returned to the United States, after a tour around Southeast Asia, including Thailand and Laos. I then accepted a job in Africa where I taught until September, 1969. I was still interested in Vietnam and so I applied to Yale University to do an MA in Southeast Asian studies. This took two years during the course of which I studied the Vietnamese language for two full academic years as well as one intensive summer at Cornell University. After that I took up a Fellowship at the Centre for Vietnamese Studies at Southern Illinois University to continue my Vietnamese language studies and to take an intensive Lao language course.
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Carlyle Thayer addressing the recent Teach-In on Vietnam in Wellington.





What are you doing now?


Right now? At the moment I am a research scholar in the Department of International Relations in the Research School of Pacific Studies at the Australian National University. I am about half-way through my PhD thesis on the origins of the National Front for Liberation of South Vietnam.



What are the sources for this thesis, the same as before?


Partly yes, and partly no. I still read the CIA's monitoring reports. In fact they are held at the National Library in Canberra from 1946. But this time I have been able to get at and use Vietnamese language sources, and to interview and talk with members of the NLF, both defectors and otherwise. I mean that when the Joint Vietnamese Delegation visited Australia I was able to have a talk with all the members, especially Mr Nguyen Van Tien who has been on the NLF's Central Committee since 1962.


I have been also very fortunate to have received a six month around-the-world departmental field work grant. I used the money last year to do research on my topic. For example, I went to Taiwan where Douglas Pike, an American government specialist on the NLF has his files, gathered over the past ten years, and went through them. I then visited Vietnam where I interviewed defectors, American and Saigon government officials and intelligence specialists. I got access to several captured histories of the conflict. And I used the facilities of the National Library, you know, the press for this period. I then stopped briefly in Thailand where I saw some of the materials held at 
Seato headquarters. From there I went to France where I met both PRG representatives and Saigon officials. In England I used several of the libraries, the Chatham House press clipping files, talked to several British specialists on Vietnam, including some in the research department of the Foreign Office. My last stop was America where, again, I used the resources of the major libraries, saw academics, interviewed several Vietnamese exiles, and had access to some State Department and CIA materials. I must add that the release of the Pentagon Papers to the public greatly aided me in extracting material from the US government. Finally, I am now wading through the thousands of pages of 
Rand Corporation interview's with NLF prisoners and defectors.



Have you been to North Vietnam?


No, and I regret this. The only missing piece to all this research is, of course, access to the personalities in both Hanoi and in the liberated areas of Southern Vietnam. I have tried to cover for this by reading all their material, which as I have indicated, I have been receiving from the mid-1960's. There is no shortage of Saigon or American documentation to this period and this is reflected in the Western press.



Let us turn to Vietnam. What is the PRG, is it the Vietcong or what?


Oh, this is always difficult discussing. As I was just saying the Western press, mainly the English language press, is a prisoner of terms and concepts used by the American government. There is no shortage of this, it has flooded everywhere, and it makes discussion extremely difficult. But it is precisely these semantic and language problems which are at the heart of the matter.
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Could you be a little more specific?


Yes. For example, the term "Vietcong" comes from the Vietnamese Vietnam Cong-san which means literally Vietnamese Communist. In the beginning it was used to identify Communists in both northern and southern Vietnam. It came into vogue after the Geneva Agreements in 1954 when the Diem regime wanted a pejorative word to describe the Viet Minh. As you know the Viet-Minh, a contraction of the Vietnamese Vietnam Doc Lap Dong Minh Hoi, meaning League for the Independence of Vietnam, was a broad based anti-French coalition which won the First Indochinese War, that is, from 1945 to 1954.



Can you relate this to the PRG?


Yes, the PRG is a provisional government formed in June 1969 in a merger between the National Liberation Front and the Alliance of National and Democratic Peace Forces. The NLF was formed in December, 1960 as an anti-Diemist united front. It was composed mainly of administrative cadres in the Viet-Minh government and urban groups, such as members of the small Radical Socialist Party, the Democratic Party and the very important Movement for the Defense of Peace. There were other elements to the Front, for example, the religious sects, Cao Dai and Hoa Hao and the Binh Xuyen as well as several minority groups like the Khmer and highlanders.



This all seems very complex. Let me ask you briefly to explain something. Who were the Viet-Minh administrative cadres which you just spoke about?


These are the men and women who were recruited into the Viet-Minh in the Resistance War (1945—1954). They ran the government, a parallel structure to the French colonial apparatus, in the countryside. They remained in their home areas following the 1954 Geneva Agroements to continue running the Resistance government, to sec the implementation of the political provisions of the Geneva Agreements and to prepare for the reunification elections scheduled for 1956. At this time these cadres numbered about 100,000 and they ran a government which controlled about 2,000,000 people. Fifty thousand of these cadres regrouped to northern Vietnam to receive further education.



Could you briefly describe what you termed the very important Movement for the Defense of Peace?


The Movement for the Defense of Peace was set up in August 1954 before the Geneva Agreements were signed. It was mainly an urban group of intellectuals who gathered to welcome the cease-fire and who created an organisation designed to be vigilant in pointing out violations of the political terms of the Geneva Agreements. It had its strength in the cities, Hue, Da-Nang, Da-Lat, Can Tho and especially in Saigon-Cholon.


If I might point out this, many important members of the NLF and the Alliance came from this movement. The present head of the Advisory Council to the PRG, Nguyen Huu Tho, was vice-chairman of the Saigon branch of the Movement for the Defense of Peace. Mr Tho is also chairman of the presidium of the NLF's Central Committee. The PRG Foreign Minister, Nguyen Thi Binh, was a member of the Saigon branch of the movement. The number two man in the PRG's Advisory Council, Trinh Dinh Thao was active in Central Vietnam with this movement. I could go on, but a few more examples will suffice; Lee Van Huan is now one of the NLF's two deputy secretaries, Huynh Tan Phat the president of the PRG was a member as is the PRG's Vice-Minister of Justice, Le Van Tha.



What members of the Democratic Party and of the Radical Socialist Party hold important posts in the NLF?


Some very important members of both the NLF and the PRG come from the Democratic Party. Again, Huynh Tan Phat is both President of the PRG and a Presidium member of the NLF; he was Secretary-General of the Democratic Party. Mr Tran Buu Kiem is also a presidium member of the NLF and a Minister of the PRG President's office. Another member of the Democratic Party is Luu Huu Phuoc who is now the PRG's Minister of Information. Mr Ung Ngoo Ky is a member of the NLF's Secretariat as well as a Vice-Minister in the PRG.



What you seem to be saying is that the PRG came from the NLF.


No, this is only partly true. As I have already indicated the PRG was formed at a People's Congress of the NLF and another organisation, the Alliance of National Democratic Peace Forces. The Alliance was formed as a coalition of various groups which emerged in the wake of the 1968 Tet Offensive. Like the Movement for the Defense of Peace the Alliance is an urban based group. Initially various revolutionary committees formed in Hue, Saigon, Cholon, etc. to oppose the Saigon regime. They only sided with the NLF around May 1969 after they themselves had formed the Alliance of National Democratic Peace Forces.



Are any members of the Alliance prominent in the PRG?


Yes. In numerical terms among the 11 ministers



of the PRG, five came from the NLF, four came from the Alliance and two ministers came from neither group. The PRO also consists of a 13 member Advisory Council, a Council of Notables. Six of these men come from the Alliance, four from the NLF and three independents.



Can you comment on the UN Secretary- General, Kurt Waldheim's supposed invitation to the PRG to send a mission to the UN? It seems from correspondence we've received in New Zealand that Waldheim denied making such an offer?


What I have heard is this: Dr Waldheim suggested that the PRG send an observer mission to the United Nations to have equal status with the Saigon regime. This remark was made to Minister Nguyen Thi Binh at a cocktail party following the 12-Nation International Conference on Vietnam in March of this year. Waldheim's remark was overheard by the press and published. The Americans were furious and in the aftermath Waldheim was forced to back track. If I have understood this matter properly, and I haven't seen the correspondence to which you refer, Waldheim has not specifically denied making this remark but has merely issued a text of a press conference which was on the record which makes no mention of this offer to the PRG. One is left to draw the conclusions. Besides, Waldheim's offer was said to have been made without prior staff work and was thus premature. Unfortunately the Secretary General of the United Nations cannot afford to get into a confrontation with the United States and I'm sure many months will pass before this state of affairs is cleared up.



This is the real question, isn't it, whether or not the PRG is of equal status as the Saigon government? Can you comment on this, is the PRG not a movement, with no capital and no territory?


These are very serious and complex questions which are not easily answered. The terms of the January Peace Agreement establish both the PRG and the Saigon regime as equal parties to the agreement. As is well known around 33 countries recognise the PRG but the nature of this recognition is not clear in every case. At the conference of Non-Aligned Nations in Georgetown last year around 60 countries decided to seat the PRG in place of the Saigon regime. Anyway all this is beside the point. My own research has shown that the PRG occupies a territory', and it should be emphasised that this territory' has been liberated in many cases since 1945. There is thus a continuity in control over the area. Obviously the PRG has a structure and organisation. The US captured its budget in 1970 when they went into Cambodia. Another captured document released by the US government, a document written in Vietnamese by the PRG for its 
own use, shows that nine months after the formulation of the PRG it had established its revolutionary councils in 51% of the districts, in 58% of the villages, in 39 of 40 provinces and in six of six of the major cities. In the case of the cities and some of the provinces this PRG council is covert.



What about PRG's capital?


I know this question has been raised in New Zealand, particularly by your Prime Minister. It is a petty point really. If the PRG were to declare some town a capital the Saigon air force would bomb it to pieces. When de Gaulle was in England during the Second World War he was recognised as head of the French resistance government, yet he had no capital. Where was the capital of the American revolutionaries when they fought for independence against the British? The point has been made that if the PRG were to declare a capital it would be bombed, yet we have reports that ambassadors from three nations, Cuba, Russia and China, have presented their credentials to the PRG in their territory. I suggest that there are two locations where a capital might eventually be declared. An Loc district of Binh Long province where General Tran Van Tra was picked up to head the PRG's mission to the Four- Party Joint Military Commission at its headquarters in Saigon. The other place might conceivably be in Quang Tri province, perhaps the Khe Sanh area, where the PRG has installed SAM II missiles to protect itself against a Saigon air force attack. And while I am on the topic of American intelligence reports, it seems that some 10,000 Vietnamese from the south have been returned to the PRG area, after training at a variety of skills, to man the PRG administration in the "cease-fire" period.
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People in the liberated areas of South Vietnam celebrate their victories against US Imperialism and the puppet Saigon Administration.





Could I return to an earlier question? You made distinctions between the NLF, PRG and the Alliance. You have also described other constitutent groups. What I would like to ask is if Vietcong stands for Vietnamese Communists what role do they play in all this?


An extremely important one. Only the Saigon regime uses the Vietnamese expression "cong- san", meaning communist. The present day Marxist-Leninist party is the People's Revolutionary Party (PRP), or Dang Nhan Dan Cach Mang. This exists only in southern Vietnam. In the northern zone the Marxist-Leninist party is the Workers' Party or Dang Lao Dong. As I have said neither uses the term "cong-san". The PRP was founded in 1962 when it became clear to members of the Workers' Party that the tasks of the Party were different for cach region: socialist construction in the north and revolution, based on the worker-peasant alliance, in the south. It joined the NLF and has succeeded in creating a mass base for itself as well as a youth league. It sent a representative to the founding congress of the PRG and he concurred in the decision to found a provisional government. None of the leaders of the PRP, Vo Chi Cong, Nguyen Van Cue, Nguyen Van Linh or Pham Xuan Thai, are members of the PRG or the Advisory Council. Both Cong and Thai serve as members of the Presidium of the NLF's Central Committee.



Could you compare the Saigon government and the PRG and describe what status each has?


The Saigon regime is really the creation of the American government. It can trace a continuity of illegitimacy from the French period when they tried to erect a puppet solution, the Bao Dai solution, on Vietnam. Since then, and mainly due to the anti-communist hysteria of the Cold War period, the US government and 'its allies have recognised whatever group they could keep from falling out of power in Saigon. Today the Thieu regime has under its control the levers of power which the American people paid for: the security police, the army, the air force, the jails etc. It never occurred to most so-called Free World governments that Thieu, and Ky before him, could only survive on the backs of a foreign army.


On the other hand, neither the DRV and the PRG has had to rely on outside power. They represent a vital force of authentic Vietnamese nationalism. There never were any foreign troops from Russia or China sent in to keep them from collapsing.



Are you saying that the PRG is the only government in the South?


No. Despite its bastard origins the Thieu regime does have a structure, one based mainly on repression. The Thieu regime docs control a portion of the population. It does have an Army of 800,000 men, if one includes the navy and air force. It does control an area, mostly urban. It is also recognised by portions of the international community, including the American government. The Thieu regime by virtue of its inclusion in the Paris Peace Agreement is given equal status to the PRG; it is one of the parties to the four party agreement.



You are saying that there are two south Vietnamese "competent
s" to the Peace Agreements. Would you advocate recognition of both? Isn't this contradictory?


Article one of the Agreement on ending the war and restoring peace in Vietnam recalls the 1954 Geneva Agreements with its recognition of the sovereignty, unity, and territorial integrity of Vietnam. Article 2 of the Act of the International 12-Nation Conference on Vietnam reiterates this point. Now, what is the significance of this in international law? Here, and I am not an expert on international law, I rely on a legal brief prepared by Peter Goldsworth, a lecturer in international law at Sydney University. He points out that the agreements I just mentioned and customary international law doubly bind all the signatories to recognise the right of self-determination of Vietnam. Goldsworth says in international law there is but one "State" of Vietnam, not two or three. Thus all three of the Vietnamese parties, the DRV, the PRG and Saigon regime, cannot be recognised as the State of Vietnam. It is permissable under international law for one State to recognise an authority as a defacto government if it is an effective control of a population. Thus it would be permissible for a State to recognise the DRV, the PRG and the Saigon defacto governments of part of Vietnam.



Can you give any other examples of this principle in action?


First let me emphasise that there are degrees and types of recognition. The British have maintained both a mission in Hanoi and an Embassy in Saigon throughout the course of the war. India recognises both the DRV and the Saigon regime. Both France and Indonesia have some form of mission in their capitals from all three Vietnamese parties. In another vein, countries around the world will be recognising both Germanics, and other countries have a form of dual recognition for China and Taiwan. The main point is that under international law a formula exists for recognising all three defacto governments in Vietnam in the areas of their effective control. Whether or not a country does so will rest, I suspect, on pure political calculations of costs and benefits rather than obligations arising from customary' international law'.
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Could you be more specific on these costs and benefits and explain why dual or triple recognition should be given?


Recognition is usually accorded to another state as part of normal diplomatic intercourse, or because it is customary. Countries like New Zealand have recognised newly independent African states. Very little has followed from this: trade is rare, and no diplomatic missions are set up in their respective capitals. Recognition is also part of a mutual advantage process. This is part of the benefits I mentioned. Travel, trade, tourism etc. are facilitated by mutual recognition. The questions of costs arise when a medium or small nation takes a decision which is unpopular with its major ally. Thus certain Scandinavian nations had to pay for their recognition of the DRV and the PRG by putting up with less than cordial relations with the US.


I would advocate recognition of all three governments in Vietnam for reasons of customary international law. But this reason is minor. I would stress that this recognition can play a very important part in, to use Nixon's phrase, the emerging structure for peace. If the world is moving into an era of decreasing tensions, or the bi-polar framework of the Cold War is being dismantled, then every effort to reinforce this tendency should be undertaken. Since American is a global power it had to finally "recognise" China; otherwise tensions would have continued. The underlying point is that in peace nations have more to gain than in war American "recognition" of China can be likened to other nations' recognition of the PRG and DRV. It can be slow, new diplomatic forms can be developed. Obviously internal developments in Vietnam are more important than external ones in determining the future of that country' under the terms of the Peace Agreement. But a part of this is the role of the international states system. If all these governments are given equal status and treated accordingly they must act more responsively than otherwise. Myths in international affairs must be done away with. Chiang Kai-Shek runs one province, not all of China. Thieu runs Saigon and a few other cities and provincial capitals, he does not run all of Vietnam. Similarly, the myth that the PRG is not a government must be done away with. It has survived on the international scene for four years and from 1969, 33 or more nations have recognised this position. This is one third of the members of the international states system.



But is this likely to happen? Don't you think America is the key to all this?


Part of the answer must lie within the framework of the Peace Agreements. Eventually Vietnam will be unified. In southern Vietnam the PRG and the Thieu regime are to set up a three segment government of National Reconciliation and Concord. This government is to set out the modalities as to how political competition is to take place. Outside powers can only interfere in this process by violating the right of the Vietnamese to self-determination. But this process will take a very long time, five, eight, ten years. When southern Vietnam has been reconciled and unified it will then begin a slow, step by step process



of normalising relations with the DRV.


Whether or not this is likely to happen rests on the good faith of the Vietnamese parties that this process can be controlled, that they won't be eliminated by the other side, and that it will not be so hasty as to endanger the survival of any of the parties. At the moment Thieu is dragging his feet and delaying the implementation of the Peace Agreements. His regime has conducted nibbling operations against PRG areas, his air force has bombed and his artillery has shelled PRG areas. He has rounded up the "third force" representatives, thus depriving Vietnam of precisely those persons who would fill the roles of the third segment at all levels of Vietnam, province, district, village.


I am sure that part of the US—Thieu strategy was the expectation that if the terms of the Peace Agreement were not met, that Thieu would be able to survive because of American aid and because of the repressive machinery that America paid for. Other nations could be expected to withhold recognition of the PRG because of the pressures America could bring to bear on them. In other words, America would apply a policy of isolating and containing the PRG similar to its post-1949 policy towards China. America has enlisted Britain in this by playing her fears of IRA recognition in the world.



This raises the question as to whether the Peace Agreements constituted a victory or a sell-out for the DRV and PRG.


Yes it does. But fundamental to all of this is not to equate the Thieu regime with what existed before: the Thieu regime plus American soldiers and air power. The PRG has won an enormous victory in getting the US and other allied troops out of the country. It is unlikely that should the cease-fire break down completely that they would be re-introduced. Another point is that the DRV and PRG realise that the delaying tactics of the Thieu regime are designed to strengthen his side. The Peace Agreements have certain time limits built into them. The PRG and DRV have continually warned against violations of this nature. Thieu cannot defeat them. His only hope of survival politically is in the policy of reconciliation and mutual non-elimination spelled out in the Paris Agreements. A final point to bear in mind, and it is one that could not be for seen when the Agreement was negotiated, is that Watergate and the recent re- assertion of Congressional authority in America that is setting a deadline for a total halt to the bombing in Cambodia, have weakened Nixon's hand in pursuing a policy designed to keep Thieu and Lon Nol in power.



So what then do you see for the future?


At the moment Cambodia represents the key to peace in Vietnam. This is so because what transpires there in the next four or five months will be decisive in its influence on the environment of trust in Vietnam. If America ceases its bombing and does not try to maintain Lon Nol covertly through Thai and Khmer mercenaries, or by using civilian airlines, and if Thieu does not use his air force, the world's third largest, then Lon Nol will fall, Sihanouk will be back in power, and the PRG will gain from this development. Even though Sihanouk will pursue a neutral policy, his recognition of the PRG and the DRV will only increase the isolation of the Thieu regime in the area. If all of these above factors do in fact occur, all of Indochina will be plunged back into war. In this circumstance the American people and the Congress will absolutely not permit our government to provide aid — military or economic. I say this because I know how tired the American people are of our involvement in Indochina. We will not aid Thieu economically if he is going to attack Cambodia and essentially expend resources that should be used for reconstruction.
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In the short run I see a continuing of the violations of the cease-fire provisions of the Peace Agreements. Focus is being given to the several hundreds of thousands of political prisoners in the Saigon jails. Pressure will be built up on Thieu to release them. Thieu, I suspect, will bow before world pressure because his regime is not popular and the states of the world want to sec peace come to Vietnam. Only a handful of nations, South Korea, Taiwan, perhaps Thailand, would want to sec the fighting resumed. Thus I am optimistic that peace will be restored but that the obstacles are great, tremendous in fact. My optimism is not easily arrived at but it does remain.



Could you comment on what you think New Zealand's role should be in all of this?


Frankly that is for the New Zealand people to decide. I am glad that events in Indochina are being discussed and reviewed here. When people have decided what New Zealand's role should be they should tell their representatives in the Parliament. I would only offer this. Logically there are four choices open to New' Zealand. 1) Continue to recognise only Thieu. 2) De-recognise Thieu and have nothing further to do with Indochina. 3) Only recognise the PRG. 4) Recognise both Thieu and the PRG. I am leaving out the question of the DRV. Australia's prompt decision to recognise the DRV should be studied closely here. Now, choice one allows for the possibility of a re- involvement of New Zealand in Vietnam's affairs. Aid to Thieu only is a conscious choice' to back one side over the other. It places New Zealand on the side of a corrupt regime with little popular support and allows Thieu to continue to not deal with the PRG. It strengthens his claim to represent all of southern Vietnam which he does not. This would be precious support for his regime. Choice two would be an isolationist one the presents the least problems. Perhaps some would agree with it on the grounds that New Zealand, having fought in Vietnam, has some obligation to help the people who were hurt. I think' this choice represents an abnegation of any responsibility. Choice three is attractive to the ultra-left because they would argue that the PRG represents the only authentic voice of the Vietnamese people and they will win, or emerge triumphant from any renewed fighting. It ignores the content of the Peace Agreements and its assessment of the situation. It also ignores the fact that Thieu does not run a defacto government in some parts of Vietnam. Choice four, as I have already said, is the one I favour.


Let me put dual recognition in a larger perspective, one that New Zealanders might choose to think about. I think it is fairly obvious that the old bi-polar Cold War world that we knew is disappearing. New relations are being forged between America, Russia and China. No one is quite certain whether a triangular or new quadrilateral balance of power is emerging. Things are in flux. In the general Pacific region where New Zealand is located these changes are being felt. India wants a nuclear free ocean. 
Aseas is pushing for a new, broader regional enlargement of its membership. Australia is pushing for a new, broader regional grouping. Renewed conflict in Indochina would delay and in fact threaten all these positive developments. I would say that New Zealand has a real stake in just what does emerge for the 1980's in the Southeast Asian region. After all Britain is forging closer tics with Europe, America is moving in other directions. Does New Zealand want to be part of a larger Pacific organisation? How will developments in Indochina affect those in Southeast Asia which will in turn affect those in the Pacific region? In all of this, Vietnam represents the one point that can disrupt this new era of peace. I think that dual recognition of both the PRG and the Thieu regime offers greater possibilities for nations such as New Zealand to exercise the pressures of diplomacy on the Vietnamese parties to move towards reconciliation and peace. Obviously New Zealand is a small country of limited resources and her impact would be slight. The question is, does New Zealand want to exercise a Creative role in the region's future? And what are the advantages embedded in dual recognition? I feel that there are more possibilities there than in any other foreign policy strategy. But as I just said, this is for the New Zealand people to decide.
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Malaya The Background Of Peasant Rebellion



By Malayan Observer





'Expressed in economic terms, the policies pursued by the free-enterprise nations of the (South-Host Asian) region have not led to any effective mobilisation of national resources which might wipe-out underdevelopment. The opposite has been the case for the policies followed have exaggerated the age-old contradiction between increasing wealth for a few and continuing poverty for the many. That this should be so, that there should have been no effective restructuring of society is largely due to the fact that decolonisation left political power in the hands of the elite groups shaped by western education and whose policies were constrained by continuing outside influences.'


—
Professor Keith liuchanan
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The gap between the rich and the poor in Malaysian society is widening and Malaya is now undergoing a process of political, economic, and social polarisation. Though the ruling Alliance government in Mainland Malaya and PAP government in Singapore claim to achieve the highest per capita income among the South- East Asian nations, the poverty of the majority of the population is widely evident. The economic development of Malaya has in the past decades resulted in a growing consolidation of political power and concentration of wealth in the hands of a small circle of political and business elites.


Malaya is dangerously dependent upon "export trade on a very limited range of commodities: three primary products make up 75 per cent of the exports of Malaya . ." says Professor Buchanan, "the agricultural sector of the economy is grossly inflated and polarised between inefficient production of food crops for local consumption and specialised production of export crops for the world market." Thus, plantation crops play a rather dominating role in the economy. "In the agricultural sector a high proportion of the income is derived from plantation crops produced, often by foreign companies, for overseas markets."







Parasites and Middle men


The traditional agricultural sector has often remained isolated because of poor accessibility. Professor Buchanan further pointed out the backwardness and low productivity of the rural sector is worsened by the land tenure systems which "make possible the domination of the peasantry by an often parasitic landlord group; lack of marketing systems exposes the peasant producer to economic domination by middleman groups" who are predominantly Chinese merchants.



The rubber and oil palm plantations have little to contribute to the national economy as the production, marketing and prices are determined by foreign firms whose decisions are made outside the country. Malaya is facing the problem of economic domination by foreign capital. In the past decade or so foreign industrial investment in Malaya has been speeding up in fantastic growth rates following the industrialisation programmes launched by the governments in two regions of Malaya (i.e. Mainland Malaya and Singapore Island). The rapid growth and expansion of foreign capital investments in Malaya has undoubtedly resulted from the offer of most attractive economic incentives to the foreign investors. The economic domination of Malaya by foreign capital has therefore been further strengthened and has turned Malaya into a new colony.


As can be seen from the concrete situation of the rural development and unemployment in Malaya, the accelerating polarisation within the society is one of the most distinctive characteristics in the nature of development. The class contradiction and gap between the rich and the poor especially the impoverished peasants has intensified and widened. The Alliance government has worsened the plight of the rural peasants by serving the foreign investors and by fattening the domestic exploiting classes. Professor Buchanan sees that "there has been growing cultural polarisation between a largely western educated, western orientated elite and the largely illiterate largely traditional masses."







Urban Unemployment


Unemployment m Malaya is increasing daily in cities, towns and rural areas. The Finance Minister Tan Siew Sin said that the total number of registered unemployment in six major cities alone had reached 200.000 (1972 figure) and that this number was soaring daily. This figure constituted 11.2 per cent of the total labour force. It does not however include those unemployed in Singapore which has surpassed 35,000 registered in 1972, not to mention the 100.000 school-leavers in Mainland Malaya and 25.000 to 30.000 in Singapore who are annually thrown into the ranks of the unemployed.


There are larger numbers who have not gone to register with the authorities because the chances of getting employment from this source have always been very slim. The seriousness of the unemployment situation can be felt from the following phenomena:
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—It was reported 66,960 persons applied for 360 vacant posts;



—For one only vacancy as a telephone operator, 100 persons sent in their applications;



—A hotel in Kuala Lumpur wanted to recruit 110 waiters and receptionists, 4,500 persons rushed to apply;



—In Ipoh, centre of the country's tin mining, more than 2,000 people queued up for 21 jobs as labourers and the vacancies were filled by drawing lots;



—In Kelantan, a predominantly Malay state, 7,000 persons applied for a single vacancy;



—Penang, a potentially very explosive state, has the "highest unemployment rate of well over 20 per cent".


The Director of the Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports, Abdullah Haji admitted that "Owing to limited job opportunities, not all the trained youths can get employment." He added that youths today had fears which were centred on the problem of getting jobs.







University Graduates


Even the university graduates are facing the problem of unemployment. There is no guarantee that all graduates will get jobs. In 1972, over 400 graduates from Malaya University were still unemployed, the vast majority of whom have degrees in Islamic, Malay, Chinese and Tamil Studies. Graduates from Nanyang University are in a worse situation. Most of them cannot get jobs after leaving the university. The duration of unemployment for the university graduates ranged from one to three or more years.


The Straits Times reported recently that between 50 per cent to 60 per cent of the graduates returning from Australia and New Zealand were still unemployed at the end of their first year home. This is indeed a waste of human resources.







Rural Unemployment


Unemployment in the rural areas is even more staggering than in the cities and towns. The number is never registered. Their living conditions are extremely unstable. For example, some 54,000 rubber estate workers are facing unemployment as a result of fragmentation of estates. This is about one-fifth of the total number of rubber estate workers employed in the country. As investment in industry is more profitable than in land, the foreign investment in rubber estates and land is now being channelled into industry. The large rubber estates have been broken into smaller blocks and sold to the local capitalists. With the change of management and ownership, the rubber estate workers were retrenched from their jobs. Furthermore, with the industrialisation programme launched by the Alliance government to lure more foreign investors by offering most attractive economic incentives, the process of capital investment diverted from land into industry has been accelerating.


Peasants, including rubber, coconut and palm oil smaller-holders, vegetable farmers, other food-crop owners as well as fishermen amount to more than a million. They live in perpetual misery. The prices of their produce especially paddy rice, one of the main agricultural crops of the country, have been forced down by the authorities under the function of minimum prices and many peasants have been compelled to stop cultivating land. Because of their poverty, most of them are forced to live on one meal a day, with between 20 and 50 cents for the daily expenditure of the whole family. To be indebted has become a way of life for the peasants as well as small owners. 
Land-hungry peasants are increasing in numbers from day to day, while a handful of landlords and developers and foreign investors monopolise large tracts of land.


The peasantry in Malaya makes up over 65 per cent of the population While about 66—70 per cent of the peasants are landless, large tracts of land are concentrated in the hands of foreign investors and a tiny handful of Malay landlords and Chinese-Indian merchants-



industrialists-bankers. In northern Malaya, two-thirds of all cultivated land is owned by only 2,000 landlord families. With at least 15,000 peasants rendered landless every year, the question of landlessness is the biggest problem haunting the Alliance government.







Jobs in Army and Police


In order to live, the unemployed rural youths have no alternative except to apply for land to earn a living. Their applications, however, are often shelved indefinitely on turned down by the authorities on the ground that all available land has been reserved for foreign investors and local developers and that the government is not in a financial position to open up new land. Therefore, many of them have been forced to leave their homes to join the army and police to keep a living. When the authorities called for recruits to the army forces, the police usually had to be summoned to control the milling crowds of applicants in front of the recruiting office.







High Rate of Drop-outs


Thousands of children of school-going age in the rural areas are forced to leave school because their parents cannot afford the burden of school expenditure. The number of drop-outs in urban schools is just as bad. The cause is the same for town and country — poverty.


Dr M.K. Rajakumar of the University of Malaya commented that the probelm of drop-outs was more serious at the primary school level. He said that in 1957 more than 250,000 children went into primary schools. In 1962, only 68 per cent reached standard six and the following year, 28 per cent made it to form one. Only 5.3 per cent of the students made it to high school. Of this one per cent went to the universities. "Poverty is the main reason for this appalling situation," said Dr Rajakumar.
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The number of rural youths who have obtained the secondary school certificates from National Schools has already exceeded 100,000. Nothing has been done to help them out of gloom. All that the government has done has been to advise them to roll up their sleeves and get down to work.


Many unemployed rural youths have lost faith in the Alliance government. They have launched various forms of struggle in their effort to fight for land and employment. They have also launched demonstrations in cities and towns.







"Lazybones and Loiterers"


The Alliance government has planned intrigues and it resorted to slanders to cover its crimes against the rural youths. The Chief Minister of Malacca slandered them as lazybones, saying that they refused to stand on their own feet. The newspaper 
Utusan Melayu accused them of being loiterers and irresponsible persons and gave this as the reason for their being unemployed in large numbers. This ultra-reactionary paper went even further to humiliate them by calling upon them not to live by begging.







Land Development Schemes


Facing growing discontent among the peasants, which poses a serious threat to the status quo, the Alliance government has offered various promises. In the General Assembly of the ruling party, the United Malayan National Organisation, Razak bemoaned the plight of the land-hungry and unemployed rural youths. He said that the central government was formulating land distribution schemes in an effort to put an end to unemployment among rural youths. In contradiction, the Finance Minister, Tan Siew Sin said that the government would have to spend a sum of $(M)540 million in order to provide land for 100,000 youths, implying that they could not afford it. The Chief Minister of Trengganu, Ibrahim Fikri, simply refused to distribute land to the unemployed rural youths as promised by Rizak on the ground that land in Trengganu is reserved for foreign developers. His policy is to compel these young people to seek employment in foreign owned oil palm estates so that imperialism can exploit them to the utmost.


The Federal Land Development Authority (FLDA) has failed to provide land for the landless. 
Between 1956—1970, this land resettlement scheme could settle only a mere 20,000 families out of the 750,000 landless families to be resettled. Admitting the failure of FLDA, one Malayan economist estimated that the "few thousand that benefit each year made up less than 10% of the total that become landless every year." The scheme therefore cannot even cope with those who are made landless each year, let alone do anything for those millions already landless. Further, more and more of the land resettlement schemes are in trouble.


As a sop to the rural youths in Perak, some were given half an acre of land each under the special youth land schemes. Six thousand youths were allotted 2,981 acres for collective farming and instructed to live in a camp as in the army. Apart from this, some 5,000 unemployed rural youths in Kedah were conscripted by the authorities to work in the rice fields of big landlords as cheap labour force during harvest seasons.







Monthly Incomes: $400 versus $40


The land development schemes under the advice of foreign experts have been much publicised to make the peasants entertain illusions and pin empty hopes on the "charity" of the Alliance government. Peasants have been promised an income of $(M)300 to $(M)400 ($(NZ)68 to $(NZ)115) per month. But what is the real income of the rural population after years of Alliance rule? Even according to the admission of the ministers themselves, 
the average income of a labouring person in the countryside does not exceed $(M)40 ($(NZ)11.50) per month. And the income of the fishermen is far below this level.


Experience has proved that the rural development schemes are nothing but schemes to serve the interests of foreign capital, local big landlords and developers. Even the pet scheme, the Sungei Muda Project, makes the big landlords and developers as well as foreign investors richer and the peasants poorer. 
The polarisation between the rich and the poor is the process which lays ground for peasant rebellion in the past, present and future.







Elites and Bloodsuckers


The Alliance government has drained away hundreds of millions of dollars in an effort to encourage and help the big landlords and Malay political elites to establish business enterprises under the cloak of "Special Malay Rights" or "Bumiputraism". Through Government-financed and Government-sponsored agencies the Malay political and business elites and the big landlords have consolidated their positions. 
They have acquired control over targe tracts of land through corruption. Incidentally, corruption in land allocation is to be found in all the states of which Perak is a typical example.


The ex-Minister of Education Rahman Talib's corruption of mining land in Perak is still fresh in public minds. This was followed by the widely publicised corruption of Som Abdullah, a leading member of the women's section of the 
Umno who with the help of the Chief Minister of Perak, Ahmad Said, acquired more than 1,000 acres of land through corruption and later sold it for profit.


How this Chief Minister of Perak appropriated land by exploiting his official position is an outstanding example of such cases of corruption. He is head of the Industry and Finance Corporation Perak Ltd, the Development Board of Perak, and various other government-financed and government-sponsored concerns. The Industry and Finance Corporation Perak Ltd is fully supported by the government and hence a large tract of land with 274,466 acres was appropriated for it. Out of the 60,000 acres of land set aside for mining in Hulu Perak (Upper Perak River), 50,000 acres has been reserved for the Corporation.


The FLDA has offered large tracts of land gratis to the foreign investors and local developers for their oil-palm, rubber and sugar-cane plantations and for exploiting timber. The editorial of the Straits Time revealed that a flood which occurred every year throughout the whole country was in actual fact the consequence of over exploitation of the timber resources by foreign capital. The vital issue of environmental conservation has been shelved aside for the interests of foreign investors who just cut the woods and off they go with profit for new forest resources. 
The FLDA and other government sponsored agencies such as MARA and FAMA are instruments of the Malay political and business elites to enrich themselves and to impoverish the peasants, especially the rural Malay peasants.
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Malayan poster: "Carry on the revolutionary struggle to the end!"








Land and Political Power


The indisputable facts cited above illustrate that the Alliance government is, in actuality, the direct cause of the grinding poverty and rising unemployment in the rural areas. The agricultural labourers, peasants and other rural people have no other alternative but to conduct struggle against their government and exploiters.


For example, Hamid Tuah, a Malay, led the 1,500 landless peasants to open up 80 acres of virgin jungle land on August 31, 1969 reflecting the daring spirit of Malayan people to resolve their problems. Hamid Tuah was detained under the Internal Security Act which was a political action reflecting the frenzy of the then National Operation Council (NOC). The extension of the detention of Hamid Tuah last year shows that the problem has further deteriorated, so much so that Razak and his government dare not free Hamid Tuah.


The spontaneous struggle of Hamid Tuah and the 1,500 landless peasants indicated the real nature of the "Special Malay Rights" constantly peddled by the UMNO with a view to endearing themselves to the Malays and to divide the latter from the Chinese and Indians. In contrast to the real privileges given to the foreign investors and the local parasites, the big landlords and the political and business elites, the only privilege that Hamid Tuah and the Malay peasants enjoy is to be poor and landless in a country of abundant land. 
This clearly shows that the real issue is not one of race as the Alliance government would like us to believe, but one of class.


The agricultural labourers, peasants and other rural people have already stepped up their militant actions, such as demonstrations, seizure of government land for cultivation, resistance to oppression by the Alliance government. These phenomena are encouraging. Today, more and more Malayan people are seeing 
the need for the poor and landless peasants to organise to struggle not only for land but also for political power.
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Fishermen's houses, also at Pontian Kechil
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[Introduction]





'Expressed in economic terms, the policies pursued by the free-enterprise nations of the (South-Host Asian) region have not led to any effective mobilisation of national resources which might wipe-out underdevelopment. The opposite has been the case for the policies followed have exaggerated the age-old contradiction between increasing wealth for a few and continuing poverty for the many. That this should be so, that there should have been no effective restructuring of society is largely due to the fact that decolonisation left political power in the hands of the elite groups shaped by western education and whose policies were constrained by continuing outside influences.'


—
Professor Keith liuchanan
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The gap between the rich and the poor in Malaysian society is widening and Malaya is now undergoing a process of political, economic, and social polarisation. Though the ruling Alliance government in Mainland Malaya and PAP government in Singapore claim to achieve the highest per capita income among the South- East Asian nations, the poverty of the majority of the population is widely evident. The economic development of Malaya has in the past decades resulted in a growing consolidation of political power and concentration of wealth in the hands of a small circle of political and business elites.


Malaya is dangerously dependent upon "export trade on a very limited range of commodities: three primary products make up 75 per cent of the exports of Malaya . ." says Professor Buchanan, "the agricultural sector of the economy is grossly inflated and polarised between inefficient production of food crops for local consumption and specialised production of export crops for the world market." Thus, plantation crops play a rather dominating role in the economy. "In the agricultural sector a high proportion of the income is derived from plantation crops produced, often by foreign companies, for overseas markets."
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Parasites and Middle men





Parasites and Middle men


The traditional agricultural sector has often remained isolated because of poor accessibility. Professor Buchanan further pointed out the backwardness and low productivity of the rural sector is worsened by the land tenure systems which "make possible the domination of the peasantry by an often parasitic landlord group; lack of marketing systems exposes the peasant producer to economic domination by middleman groups" who are predominantly Chinese merchants.



The rubber and oil palm plantations have little to contribute to the national economy as the production, marketing and prices are determined by foreign firms whose decisions are made outside the country. Malaya is facing the problem of economic domination by foreign capital. In the past decade or so foreign industrial investment in Malaya has been speeding up in fantastic growth rates following the industrialisation programmes launched by the governments in two regions of Malaya (i.e. Mainland Malaya and Singapore Island). The rapid growth and expansion of foreign capital investments in Malaya has undoubtedly resulted from the offer of most attractive economic incentives to the foreign investors. The economic domination of Malaya by foreign capital has therefore been further strengthened and has turned Malaya into a new colony.


As can be seen from the concrete situation of the rural development and unemployment in Malaya, the accelerating polarisation within the society is one of the most distinctive characteristics in the nature of development. The class contradiction and gap between the rich and the poor especially the impoverished peasants has intensified and widened. The Alliance government has worsened the plight of the rural peasants by serving the foreign investors and by fattening the domestic exploiting classes. Professor Buchanan sees that "there has been growing cultural polarisation between a largely western educated, western orientated elite and the largely illiterate largely traditional masses."
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Urban Unemployment





Urban Unemployment


Unemployment m Malaya is increasing daily in cities, towns and rural areas. The Finance Minister Tan Siew Sin said that the total number of registered unemployment in six major cities alone had reached 200.000 (1972 figure) and that this number was soaring daily. This figure constituted 11.2 per cent of the total labour force. It does not however include those unemployed in Singapore which has surpassed 35,000 registered in 1972, not to mention the 100.000 school-leavers in Mainland Malaya and 25.000 to 30.000 in Singapore who are annually thrown into the ranks of the unemployed.


There are larger numbers who have not gone to register with the authorities because the chances of getting employment from this source have always been very slim. The seriousness of the unemployment situation can be felt from the following phenomena:
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District Officer's residence at Pontian Kechil in the South-W.





—It was reported 66,960 persons applied for 360 vacant posts;



—For one only vacancy as a telephone operator, 100 persons sent in their applications;



—A hotel in Kuala Lumpur wanted to recruit 110 waiters and receptionists, 4,500 persons rushed to apply;



—In Ipoh, centre of the country's tin mining, more than 2,000 people queued up for 21 jobs as labourers and the vacancies were filled by drawing lots;



—In Kelantan, a predominantly Malay state, 7,000 persons applied for a single vacancy;



—Penang, a potentially very explosive state, has the "highest unemployment rate of well over 20 per cent".


The Director of the Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports, Abdullah Haji admitted that "Owing to limited job opportunities, not all the trained youths can get employment." He added that youths today had fears which were centred on the problem of getting jobs.
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University Graduates





University Graduates


Even the university graduates are facing the problem of unemployment. There is no guarantee that all graduates will get jobs. In 1972, over 400 graduates from Malaya University were still unemployed, the vast majority of whom have degrees in Islamic, Malay, Chinese and Tamil Studies. Graduates from Nanyang University are in a worse situation. Most of them cannot get jobs after leaving the university. The duration of unemployment for the university graduates ranged from one to three or more years.


The Straits Times reported recently that between 50 per cent to 60 per cent of the graduates returning from Australia and New Zealand were still unemployed at the end of their first year home. This is indeed a waste of human resources.
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Rural Unemployment





Rural Unemployment


Unemployment in the rural areas is even more staggering than in the cities and towns. The number is never registered. Their living conditions are extremely unstable. For example, some 54,000 rubber estate workers are facing unemployment as a result of fragmentation of estates. This is about one-fifth of the total number of rubber estate workers employed in the country. As investment in industry is more profitable than in land, the foreign investment in rubber estates and land is now being channelled into industry. The large rubber estates have been broken into smaller blocks and sold to the local capitalists. With the change of management and ownership, the rubber estate workers were retrenched from their jobs. Furthermore, with the industrialisation programme launched by the Alliance government to lure more foreign investors by offering most attractive economic incentives, the process of capital investment diverted from land into industry has been accelerating.


Peasants, including rubber, coconut and palm oil smaller-holders, vegetable farmers, other food-crop owners as well as fishermen amount to more than a million. They live in perpetual misery. The prices of their produce especially paddy rice, one of the main agricultural crops of the country, have been forced down by the authorities under the function of minimum prices and many peasants have been compelled to stop cultivating land. Because of their poverty, most of them are forced to live on one meal a day, with between 20 and 50 cents for the daily expenditure of the whole family. To be indebted has become a way of life for the peasants as well as small owners. 
Land-hungry peasants are increasing in numbers from day to day, while a handful of landlords and developers and foreign investors monopolise large tracts of land.


The peasantry in Malaya makes up over 65 per cent of the population While about 66—70 per cent of the peasants are landless, large tracts of land are concentrated in the hands of foreign investors and a tiny handful of Malay landlords and Chinese-Indian merchants-



industrialists-bankers. In northern Malaya, two-thirds of all cultivated land is owned by only 2,000 landlord families. With at least 15,000 peasants rendered landless every year, the question of landlessness is the biggest problem haunting the Alliance government.
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Jobs in Army and Police





Jobs in Army and Police


In order to live, the unemployed rural youths have no alternative except to apply for land to earn a living. Their applications, however, are often shelved indefinitely on turned down by the authorities on the ground that all available land has been reserved for foreign investors and local developers and that the government is not in a financial position to open up new land. Therefore, many of them have been forced to leave their homes to join the army and police to keep a living. When the authorities called for recruits to the army forces, the police usually had to be summoned to control the milling crowds of applicants in front of the recruiting office.
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High Rate of Drop-outs





High Rate of Drop-outs


Thousands of children of school-going age in the rural areas are forced to leave school because their parents cannot afford the burden of school expenditure. The number of drop-outs in urban schools is just as bad. The cause is the same for town and country — poverty.


Dr M.K. Rajakumar of the University of Malaya commented that the probelm of drop-outs was more serious at the primary school level. He said that in 1957 more than 250,000 children went into primary schools. In 1962, only 68 per cent reached standard six and the following year, 28 per cent made it to form one. Only 5.3 per cent of the students made it to high school. Of this one per cent went to the universities. "Poverty is the main reason for this appalling situation," said Dr Rajakumar.
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The number of rural youths who have obtained the secondary school certificates from National Schools has already exceeded 100,000. Nothing has been done to help them out of gloom. All that the government has done has been to advise them to roll up their sleeves and get down to work.


Many unemployed rural youths have lost faith in the Alliance government. They have launched various forms of struggle in their effort to fight for land and employment. They have also launched demonstrations in cities and towns.
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"Lazybones and Loiterers"





"Lazybones and Loiterers"


The Alliance government has planned intrigues and it resorted to slanders to cover its crimes against the rural youths. The Chief Minister of Malacca slandered them as lazybones, saying that they refused to stand on their own feet. The newspaper 
Utusan Melayu accused them of being loiterers and irresponsible persons and gave this as the reason for their being unemployed in large numbers. This ultra-reactionary paper went even further to humiliate them by calling upon them not to live by begging.
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Land Development Schemes


Facing growing discontent among the peasants, which poses a serious threat to the status quo, the Alliance government has offered various promises. In the General Assembly of the ruling party, the United Malayan National Organisation, Razak bemoaned the plight of the land-hungry and unemployed rural youths. He said that the central government was formulating land distribution schemes in an effort to put an end to unemployment among rural youths. In contradiction, the Finance Minister, Tan Siew Sin said that the government would have to spend a sum of $(M)540 million in order to provide land for 100,000 youths, implying that they could not afford it. The Chief Minister of Trengganu, Ibrahim Fikri, simply refused to distribute land to the unemployed rural youths as promised by Rizak on the ground that land in Trengganu is reserved for foreign developers. His policy is to compel these young people to seek employment in foreign owned oil palm estates so that imperialism can exploit them to the utmost.


The Federal Land Development Authority (FLDA) has failed to provide land for the landless. 
Between 1956—1970, this land resettlement scheme could settle only a mere 20,000 families out of the 750,000 landless families to be resettled. Admitting the failure of FLDA, one Malayan economist estimated that the "few thousand that benefit each year made up less than 10% of the total that become landless every year." The scheme therefore cannot even cope with those who are made landless each year, let alone do anything for those millions already landless. Further, more and more of the land resettlement schemes are in trouble.


As a sop to the rural youths in Perak, some were given half an acre of land each under the special youth land schemes. Six thousand youths were allotted 2,981 acres for collective farming and instructed to live in a camp as in the army. Apart from this, some 5,000 unemployed rural youths in Kedah were conscripted by the authorities to work in the rice fields of big landlords as cheap labour force during harvest seasons.
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Monthly Incomes: $400 versus $40


The land development schemes under the advice of foreign experts have been much publicised to make the peasants entertain illusions and pin empty hopes on the "charity" of the Alliance government. Peasants have been promised an income of $(M)300 to $(M)400 ($(NZ)68 to $(NZ)115) per month. But what is the real income of the rural population after years of Alliance rule? Even according to the admission of the ministers themselves, 
the average income of a labouring person in the countryside does not exceed $(M)40 ($(NZ)11.50) per month. And the income of the fishermen is far below this level.


Experience has proved that the rural development schemes are nothing but schemes to serve the interests of foreign capital, local big landlords and developers. Even the pet scheme, the Sungei Muda Project, makes the big landlords and developers as well as foreign investors richer and the peasants poorer. 
The polarisation between the rich and the poor is the process which lays ground for peasant rebellion in the past, present and future.
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Elites and Bloodsuckers


The Alliance government has drained away hundreds of millions of dollars in an effort to encourage and help the big landlords and Malay political elites to establish business enterprises under the cloak of "Special Malay Rights" or "Bumiputraism". Through Government-financed and Government-sponsored agencies the Malay political and business elites and the big landlords have consolidated their positions. 
They have acquired control over targe tracts of land through corruption. Incidentally, corruption in land allocation is to be found in all the states of which Perak is a typical example.


The ex-Minister of Education Rahman Talib's corruption of mining land in Perak is still fresh in public minds. This was followed by the widely publicised corruption of Som Abdullah, a leading member of the women's section of the 
Umno who with the help of the Chief Minister of Perak, Ahmad Said, acquired more than 1,000 acres of land through corruption and later sold it for profit.


How this Chief Minister of Perak appropriated land by exploiting his official position is an outstanding example of such cases of corruption. He is head of the Industry and Finance Corporation Perak Ltd, the Development Board of Perak, and various other government-financed and government-sponsored concerns. The Industry and Finance Corporation Perak Ltd is fully supported by the government and hence a large tract of land with 274,466 acres was appropriated for it. Out of the 60,000 acres of land set aside for mining in Hulu Perak (Upper Perak River), 50,000 acres has been reserved for the Corporation.


The FLDA has offered large tracts of land gratis to the foreign investors and local developers for their oil-palm, rubber and sugar-cane plantations and for exploiting timber. The editorial of the Straits Time revealed that a flood which occurred every year throughout the whole country was in actual fact the consequence of over exploitation of the timber resources by foreign capital. The vital issue of environmental conservation has been shelved aside for the interests of foreign investors who just cut the woods and off they go with profit for new forest resources. 
The FLDA and other government sponsored agencies such as MARA and FAMA are instruments of the Malay political and business elites to enrich themselves and to impoverish the peasants, especially the rural Malay peasants.




[image: Malaysian propaganda poster]

Malayan poster: "Carry on the revolutionary struggle to the end!"
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Land and Political Power


The indisputable facts cited above illustrate that the Alliance government is, in actuality, the direct cause of the grinding poverty and rising unemployment in the rural areas. The agricultural labourers, peasants and other rural people have no other alternative but to conduct struggle against their government and exploiters.


For example, Hamid Tuah, a Malay, led the 1,500 landless peasants to open up 80 acres of virgin jungle land on August 31, 1969 reflecting the daring spirit of Malayan people to resolve their problems. Hamid Tuah was detained under the Internal Security Act which was a political action reflecting the frenzy of the then National Operation Council (NOC). The extension of the detention of Hamid Tuah last year shows that the problem has further deteriorated, so much so that Razak and his government dare not free Hamid Tuah.


The spontaneous struggle of Hamid Tuah and the 1,500 landless peasants indicated the real nature of the "Special Malay Rights" constantly peddled by the UMNO with a view to endearing themselves to the Malays and to divide the latter from the Chinese and Indians. In contrast to the real privileges given to the foreign investors and the local parasites, the big landlords and the political and business elites, the only privilege that Hamid Tuah and the Malay peasants enjoy is to be poor and landless in a country of abundant land. 
This clearly shows that the real issue is not one of race as the Alliance government would like us to believe, but one of class.


The agricultural labourers, peasants and other rural people have already stepped up their militant actions, such as demonstrations, seizure of government land for cultivation, resistance to oppression by the Alliance government. These phenomena are encouraging. Today, more and more Malayan people are seeing 
the need for the poor and landless peasants to organise to struggle not only for land but also for political power.
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Fishermen's houses, also at Pontian Kechil
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Watch your language There may be ladies present
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This is an abridged version of a talk given by Janet Holmes on the language of women. She discusses how language is used by women and about women and the ways in which it reflects their oppression.


Our attitudes towards events, things and people are often reflected by the way we express ourselves, by our choice of vocabulary, grammatical construction and accent. We all learn, along with the formal or structural features of language, how to use language appropriately in different social situations. The process of socialisation involves learning the constraints which society imposes on our behaviour — including language behaviour. We learn to speak appropriately to different people, in different settings about different topics. And the societies' values are often reflected in the code which is considered appropriate in a particular situation.


In a multilingual society this may involve a choice from a number of different languages. In a monolingual society it may involve a choice from among different styles in different contexts. The language we use to a Professor differs from the language we use to a flatmate, for example. It is possible to hypothesize then, that in societies where women are oppressed, exploited or disvalued minority, the language used 
to women, 
by women and 
about women, will reflect these attitudes.


What kind of words are available when talking 
about women? How are women referred to? Robin Lakoff is an article called "Language and woman's place" discusses the contrast 'woman' vs 'lady'. 'Lady' is often used for 'woman', especially when the context needs dignifying in some way, e.g. the more demeaning a job is the more likely that the female holding it will be described as a lady, hence 'cleaning lady', 'sales lady', 'tealady'. It is considered more polite to say 'tealady' than to talk of the 'teawoman'.


'Lady', Lakoff claims, has nonserious frivolous or trivial connotations in many contexts. Compare the implications of 'lady doctor' and 'woman doctor', 'lady sculptor' and 'woman sculptor'. 'Ladies' Liberation' is an unthinkable title for an organisation and reflects the trivial and derogatory associations of the term.






Discrimination


Germaine Greer points out that many terms which were originally sexually neutral have "gained virulence by sexual discrimination." She cites examples like 'harlot', 'hoyden', and 'chit' which are nowadays used to refer to only women and in a derogatory sense. The number of terms used to refer to women as sexual objects is enormous. This may be due to the fact that our society regards women as primarily sexual beings, and thus automatically relegates them to the status of objects.


What are the male equivalents of terms like 'slut', 'whore' and 'an easy lay'? Also notice the metaphorical connotations and derogatory implications of expressions like 'bitch', 'filly', 'kitten', 'chick', 'bird', 'goose' 'vixen', 'cow' and 'hen' — animal terms frequently applied to women. Or the food imagery like 'dish', 'sugar', 'cookie', 'crumpet' and 'a juicy piece'; and the derogatory implications of 'a bit of fluff', 'a scrubber', 'a bit of skirt', or 'tail', 'a piece of ass' and so on.


Similarly the use of some specialised terms when applied to women again treat them as primarily sexual beings. Compare "he's a professional" and "she's a professional". As Lakoff says "a man is defined in the serious world by what he does, a woman by her sexuality." The words promiscuous' and 'cheap: are words generally applied to women rather than men, and in a sexual context rather than any other. The words 'prostitute' and 'virgin' have no commonly used male equivalents. Even 'groupie' which was intended by Frank Zappa to be free from pejorative colouring, is now used and reacted to as an insult by the women it refers to.






Hu
manity


Kate Millett in her book 
Sexual Politics refers to the use of the term 'man' to cover all human beings. One could add terms like 'mankind, man in the street, to man a ship, man trap, manhole, manpower, manmade, and chairman, manslaughter' and expressions like 'to a man' meaning 'without exception', and the use of the pronoun 'he' to refer to males and females. Millett relates this practice to the patriarchal societies in which men possess all the power — political, military, financial, legal, industrial etc. She says "within the Indo- European languages this is a nearly inescapable habit of mind for despite all the customary pretence that 'man' and humanity' are terms which apply equally to both sexes, general application favours the male far more often than the female as referent, or even sole referent of such designations."


In our western society feminists have claimed that 'man' is regarded as the norm, a 'woman' as a departure from the norm, using linguistic structure as evidence. The linguistic forms cited as evidence can be described as marked or unmarked forms: they are not restricted to sex differentiation.


When referring to people, the feminine is often marked by adding the prefix — ness to the male form, e.g. actor, prince, waiter, conductor. This is most true of terms referring to social or occupational roles and it is understandable that the female forms are derived from the male forms, since the infiltration of women into professional roles was usually subsequent to the occupation of these roles by men. Language is here reflecting historical change.


In order to say anything useful about language and social values we need to look for cases where linguistic marking is significant or has developed significance over time, as in the case mentioned before where 'harlot' was once sexually neutral but is no longer. Examples from outside language include the existence of a marked category in newspaper lay-outs — the women's page (which suggest that what concerns women is different from what concerns men.)


Lakoff looks at the contrast in meaning between master and mistress from the point of view of marked and unmarked forms. Master is unmarked in the sense of a master of a skill or academic field. (Master of Arts, Bachelor of Arts as degrees have no female forms). Mistress however, is used to refer to women as sexual possessions. A woman can be described as X's mistress: i.e. she belongs to him. She is defined as one of his possessions. Remember too, the final words of the marriage ceremony "I now pronounce you man and wife." The man's position is unchanged but the woman is defined in relation to the man.


And this brings us to 'Mr, Mrs and Miss'. Woman are given their identity in society by virtue of their relationship to men. A woman's marital status is considered important information in our society, even by women themselves. It effects the way a woman is seated, and until this changes, the form 
[
unclear: Ms] won't be widely adopted. Social change must precede lexical change. Language reflects attitudes, it can't alter them. The replacement of the word 'spinster' with its derogatory implications by 'bachelor girl' cannot force society to stop regarding spinsters as having failed in some way, or to have missed the beat, and so 'old maid' is another loaded term with no male equivalent.




[image: Drawing a woman and gender symbols]






Sexual Bargaining


Germaine Greer points out that the bargaining and competitive element between women in our society is partly due to their lack of self-respect. The competitive element is reflected in phrases like 'she caught her man. Similarly women see their 'techniques of sexual bargaining jeopardised by the disregard of women who make themselves cheap." As Germaine Greer points out 'if women are to be better valued by men they must value themselves more highly."


Some of the features of women's attitudes to each other reinforce the argument that women are a minority group in our society. They judge each other as harshly or more harshly than men judge them, in many cases. Philip Goldberg, a social psychologist, demonstrated the fact that women consider themselves to be inferior in an experiment which presented for assessment the same article to a group of women students under a male authors name for some women and a female author for others. Male authors received more favourable ratings in all occupational fields; statistically significant differences were found in the fields of law, city planning and linguistics. "There is a general bias by women against women and it is strongest in traditionally masculine fields." He said there was a tendency among women to downgrade the work of a professional of their own sex. This was true even in traditionally female fields such as dietetics, nursing and teaching. It seems that women must learn to respect each other as a first step in the fight for equal status in our society.






Fucking and all that


Another aspect of the language used about women is the number of terms for sexual intercourse which reflect the fact that in our culture the woman is perceived as the passive partner or victim who is screwed/poked/had/knocked off/knocked up/fucked by the man, rather than a view of sexual intercourse as requiring equal contribution from both parties. The reasons probably lie in the socialisation of women in our society, they are not expected to be equal contributors in any interaction, physical or intellectual.


In other societies too, talk about women is often regarded as uncomplimentary to them and would never occur in their presence. In Indonesia Tanner says "Discussions about women.... always utilise some sort of familiar stylistic variations which included what was called dirty slang'. "The use of this was a strictly masculine prerogative "and should a woman enter the scene, both topic and certain aspects of style were likely to receive immediate modification." It has been argued that this shows respect for women, but at the very least one can reply that it certainly doesn't treat women as equals, and, more realistically, the change in style seems to be more akin to the embarrassment felt when a person one does not regard highly walks into a conversation which has been uncomplimentary to him.






Language used by Women


Robin Lakoff claims that the process of socialisation for a girl involves the acquisition of a speech style which will later be used as an excuse for others "to keep her in a demeaning position, to refuse to take her seriously as a human being." This style will deny her "the means of expressing herself strongly on the one hand" and encourage her to use "expressions that suggest triviality in subject matter and uncertainty about it on the other."


The claims for example that women make more precise colour discriminations than men do: women will describe articles as 'biege', 'mauve', 'lilac', 'lavender' and so on, where men will consider such fine discrimination trivial and unimportant. Her explanation for this is that women are not expected to make decisions on important matters in our society" so "they are relegated the non-clerical decisions as a sop."


Swear-words are another area where only recently have women begun to use words which would previously have been condemned as unladylike or inappropriate or vulgar in a woman's speech style. Even now older men take exception to women who use words like 'shit' and 'fuck' in their conversation, even in contexts where they themselves might use these words in exasperation or annoyance. And the social rule which forbids men to swear in the presence of women is simply another reflection of males protecting women from reality 
or the expression of strong feelings.
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Certain adjectives in English are generally classifiable as 'women's words'. Words like 'adorable', 'charming' and 'divine', for example. Lakoff describes these as words which express one's own personal, emotional reactions rather than words which attempt to guage a general reaction. They are appropriate only, for essentially trivial or frivolous referents. Again they reflect the nonserious character of what are considered to be appropriate womanly concerns.


In actual fact, Lakoff claims, it is not simply that they are feminine words it is rather that they signal that their users are not concerned with power in the society. So they may be used by hippies, homosexuals and academics—all groups which society as a whole refuses to take seriously. For these groups it is possible to express "approval of things in a personal way — though one does so at the risk of losing one's credibility with members of the power structure."






Grammar, even


In the region of grammar it is claimed that women use tag-questions more frequently than men do. A tag-question is syntactically and functionally midway between an outright statement and a yes/no question, in terms of certainly. It involves less commitment than a statement, and asks for confirmation, e.g. "John's here isn't he?" Women, Lakoff claims, use tag-questions more often when stating opinions, requiring confirmation and approval, e.g. "It looks good, doesn't it?" And similarly they use a questioning intonation contour with statements more often than men do.


Commands and requests are another area of speech differences. Women are likely to add a number of signals to a request to make it sound less like a command. It gives the addressee some option about whether to agree or not. Compare "shut the door" with "won't you please close the door".



All these features may be responsible for the fact that women's speech sounds more polite than mens. It is part of a woman's role not to impose her own views or claims on others, and the speech-style she acquires allows her to fulfil this role. But it deprives her of a means



of being taken seriously in any context and provides men with reasons for dismissing women as tentative, unsure of themselves and concerned with trivial matters. "Women's speech is devised to prevent the expression of strong statements."






Not to be taken seriously


And it is a well-known fact that in our society any person who cannot state his views forcefully is unlikely to be taken seriously. The person who uses forceful language and extreme, unqualified assertions is likely to 'be paid more attention than the person who, in the interests of fairness and truth, qualifies his statements and points out that there are several points of view to be considered. This is the psychology underlying all propaganda and advertising after all.


In many languages the language used by women Is morphologically different from the men's language; and in some cases the women's forms are also the polite forms for the society as a whole. In Japanese and Korean, for example, Martin says "there is a tendency for man to discriminate different situations calling for honorific [implying respect — Ed] usage, for women to use honorifics all the time." In Koasati, an American Indian language, He as reports that the women's speech forms are more archaic than the mens. But at present only older women use them. Young women are beginning to use the men's forms.


What evidence is there from social dialect research that differences do exist within English between the speech of men and women? In a special dialect survey of speech in New York city in 1956 and another in Detroit in 1967 it was found that women, especially in the upper middle class and lower middle class groups, showed greater 'sensitivity' or awareness of socially stigmatised speech forms than the men in these groups. In other words women used fewer 
of the speech forms associated with slovenly or unprestigious or lower social class speech.






Self-Hatred


Women seem to subscribe to the dominant middle-class values of the society. They are quite conscious of the fact that their speech often doesn't conform to the most prestigious forms of the community. And they feel negative towards their own speech and that of lower-class and working-class speakers in general. Self-hatred is a typical minority group trait and Labor describes this as linguistic self-hatred.


In a study of the negro and Puerto-Rican population of New York, Labor concentrated on negro adolescent boys. One of the clearest themes in their speech was their hostility to women. Women were seen as objects, 'sex machines' their worst insults involved insulting the mother of the addressee.


These boys, recognised the middle-class speech forms as prestigious, but did not use them. Their value systems directly contradicted those of the dominant middle-class culture. Girls of the same age and ethnic groups could use the NNE vernacular as fluently as the boys; but they were considerably ahead in reading ability and educational achievement. Again the females seemed willing to adopt middle-class norms and attempt to succeed in middle-class society, where the boys placed great store on a refusal to give-in to the system and despised those who did. The negro adolescents shared the typical minority group attitude of self-hatred.



It seems, that in much of the research available, women's speech forms are the conservative forms and are therefore considered unfashionable and unprestigious. In societies where the social structure is very rigid, the women's role is so clearly defined that she is automatically restricted to forms of speech or language which have no social status. In modern societies we find women imitating prestigious forms which reflect the overt values of the society while men and younger people are adopting new forms. This relates to the explanation of linguistic change suggested by Fisher: "The variety factor is needed to explain why phonetic drifts tend to continue in the same direction this protracted pursuit of an elite by an envious mass and consequent 'flight' of the elite is.... the most important factor in linguistic drift (at all levels)" The new prestige forms however, on the evidence of young people in Trudgill's study are working- class speech and values. It seems that this reversal in the social values of the society has included women in a way that was not apparent in previous research. Perhaps Women's Lib and unisex are having some effect.


We need to identify the linguistic differences and the social distinctions speech diffs reflect, in order to inform women of the social implications of their speech forms, and the reactions they arouse in others, of different sex, age and social status; of the values they are often unconsciously projecting every time they open their mouths. It is interesting to speculate on the basis of Trudgill's evidence in Britain whether in this area, as in others women will be forced to adopt masculine behaviour patterns and value systems in order to avoid discrimination, and achieve recognition for what they are, rather than how they are perceived.
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[image: Image of a woman with a sword and a telephone]



This is an abridged version of a talk given by Janet Holmes on the language of women. She discusses how language is used by women and about women and the ways in which it reflects their oppression.


Our attitudes towards events, things and people are often reflected by the way we express ourselves, by our choice of vocabulary, grammatical construction and accent. We all learn, along with the formal or structural features of language, how to use language appropriately in different social situations. The process of socialisation involves learning the constraints which society imposes on our behaviour — including language behaviour. We learn to speak appropriately to different people, in different settings about different topics. And the societies' values are often reflected in the code which is considered appropriate in a particular situation.


In a multilingual society this may involve a choice from a number of different languages. In a monolingual society it may involve a choice from among different styles in different contexts. The language we use to a Professor differs from the language we use to a flatmate, for example. It is possible to hypothesize then, that in societies where women are oppressed, exploited or disvalued minority, the language used 
to women, 
by women and 
about women, will reflect these attitudes.


What kind of words are available when talking 
about women? How are women referred to? Robin Lakoff is an article called "Language and woman's place" discusses the contrast 'woman' vs 'lady'. 'Lady' is often used for 'woman', especially when the context needs dignifying in some way, e.g. the more demeaning a job is the more likely that the female holding it will be described as a lady, hence 'cleaning lady', 'sales lady', 'tealady'. It is considered more polite to say 'tealady' than to talk of the 'teawoman'.


'Lady', Lakoff claims, has nonserious frivolous or trivial connotations in many contexts. Compare the implications of 'lady doctor' and 'woman doctor', 'lady sculptor' and 'woman sculptor'. 'Ladies' Liberation' is an unthinkable title for an organisation and reflects the trivial and derogatory associations of the term.
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Discrimination




Discrimination


Germaine Greer points out that many terms which were originally sexually neutral have "gained virulence by sexual discrimination." She cites examples like 'harlot', 'hoyden', and 'chit' which are nowadays used to refer to only women and in a derogatory sense. The number of terms used to refer to women as sexual objects is enormous. This may be due to the fact that our society regards women as primarily sexual beings, and thus automatically relegates them to the status of objects.


What are the male equivalents of terms like 'slut', 'whore' and 'an easy lay'? Also notice the metaphorical connotations and derogatory implications of expressions like 'bitch', 'filly', 'kitten', 'chick', 'bird', 'goose' 'vixen', 'cow' and 'hen' — animal terms frequently applied to women. Or the food imagery like 'dish', 'sugar', 'cookie', 'crumpet' and 'a juicy piece'; and the derogatory implications of 'a bit of fluff', 'a scrubber', 'a bit of skirt', or 'tail', 'a piece of ass' and so on.


Similarly the use of some specialised terms when applied to women again treat them as primarily sexual beings. Compare "he's a professional" and "she's a professional". As Lakoff says "a man is defined in the serious world by what he does, a woman by her sexuality." The words promiscuous' and 'cheap: are words generally applied to women rather than men, and in a sexual context rather than any other. The words 'prostitute' and 'virgin' have no commonly used male equivalents. Even 'groupie' which was intended by Frank Zappa to be free from pejorative colouring, is now used and reacted to as an insult by the women it refers to.
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Humanity




Hu
manity


Kate Millett in her book 
Sexual Politics refers to the use of the term 'man' to cover all human beings. One could add terms like 'mankind, man in the street, to man a ship, man trap, manhole, manpower, manmade, and chairman, manslaughter' and expressions like 'to a man' meaning 'without exception', and the use of the pronoun 'he' to refer to males and females. Millett relates this practice to the patriarchal societies in which men possess all the power — political, military, financial, legal, industrial etc. She says "within the Indo- European languages this is a nearly inescapable habit of mind for despite all the customary pretence that 'man' and humanity' are terms which apply equally to both sexes, general application favours the male far more often than the female as referent, or even sole referent of such designations."


In our western society feminists have claimed that 'man' is regarded as the norm, a 'woman' as a departure from the norm, using linguistic structure as evidence. The linguistic forms cited as evidence can be described as marked or unmarked forms: they are not restricted to sex differentiation.


When referring to people, the feminine is often marked by adding the prefix — ness to the male form, e.g. actor, prince, waiter, conductor. This is most true of terms referring to social or occupational roles and it is understandable that the female forms are derived from the male forms, since the infiltration of women into professional roles was usually subsequent to the occupation of these roles by men. Language is here reflecting historical change.


In order to say anything useful about language and social values we need to look for cases where linguistic marking is significant or has developed significance over time, as in the case mentioned before where 'harlot' was once sexually neutral but is no longer. Examples from outside language include the existence of a marked category in newspaper lay-outs — the women's page (which suggest that what concerns women is different from what concerns men.)


Lakoff looks at the contrast in meaning between master and mistress from the point of view of marked and unmarked forms. Master is unmarked in the sense of a master of a skill or academic field. (Master of Arts, Bachelor of Arts as degrees have no female forms). Mistress however, is used to refer to women as sexual possessions. A woman can be described as X's mistress: i.e. she belongs to him. She is defined as one of his possessions. Remember too, the final words of the marriage ceremony "I now pronounce you man and wife." The man's position is unchanged but the woman is defined in relation to the man.


And this brings us to 'Mr, Mrs and Miss'. Woman are given their identity in society by virtue of their relationship to men. A woman's marital status is considered important information in our society, even by women themselves. It effects the way a woman is seated, and until this changes, the form 
[
unclear: Ms] won't be widely adopted. Social change must precede lexical change. Language reflects attitudes, it can't alter them. The replacement of the word 'spinster' with its derogatory implications by 'bachelor girl' cannot force society to stop regarding spinsters as having failed in some way, or to have missed the beat, and so 'old maid' is another loaded term with no male equivalent.




[image: Drawing a woman and gender symbols]
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Sexual Bargaining




Sexual Bargaining


Germaine Greer points out that the bargaining and competitive element between women in our society is partly due to their lack of self-respect. The competitive element is reflected in phrases like 'she caught her man. Similarly women see their 'techniques of sexual bargaining jeopardised by the disregard of women who make themselves cheap." As Germaine Greer points out 'if women are to be better valued by men they must value themselves more highly."


Some of the features of women's attitudes to each other reinforce the argument that women are a minority group in our society. They judge each other as harshly or more harshly than men judge them, in many cases. Philip Goldberg, a social psychologist, demonstrated the fact that women consider themselves to be inferior in an experiment which presented for assessment the same article to a group of women students under a male authors name for some women and a female author for others. Male authors received more favourable ratings in all occupational fields; statistically significant differences were found in the fields of law, city planning and linguistics. "There is a general bias by women against women and it is strongest in traditionally masculine fields." He said there was a tendency among women to downgrade the work of a professional of their own sex. This was true even in traditionally female fields such as dietetics, nursing and teaching. It seems that women must learn to respect each other as a first step in the fight for equal status in our society.
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Fucking and all that




Fucking and all that


Another aspect of the language used about women is the number of terms for sexual intercourse which reflect the fact that in our culture the woman is perceived as the passive partner or victim who is screwed/poked/had/knocked off/knocked up/fucked by the man, rather than a view of sexual intercourse as requiring equal contribution from both parties. The reasons probably lie in the socialisation of women in our society, they are not expected to be equal contributors in any interaction, physical or intellectual.


In other societies too, talk about women is often regarded as uncomplimentary to them and would never occur in their presence. In Indonesia Tanner says "Discussions about women.... always utilise some sort of familiar stylistic variations which included what was called dirty slang'. "The use of this was a strictly masculine prerogative "and should a woman enter the scene, both topic and certain aspects of style were likely to receive immediate modification." It has been argued that this shows respect for women, but at the very least one can reply that it certainly doesn't treat women as equals, and, more realistically, the change in style seems to be more akin to the embarrassment felt when a person one does not regard highly walks into a conversation which has been uncomplimentary to him.
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Language used by Women




Language used by Women


Robin Lakoff claims that the process of socialisation for a girl involves the acquisition of a speech style which will later be used as an excuse for others "to keep her in a demeaning position, to refuse to take her seriously as a human being." This style will deny her "the means of expressing herself strongly on the one hand" and encourage her to use "expressions that suggest triviality in subject matter and uncertainty about it on the other."


The claims for example that women make more precise colour discriminations than men do: women will describe articles as 'biege', 'mauve', 'lilac', 'lavender' and so on, where men will consider such fine discrimination trivial and unimportant. Her explanation for this is that women are not expected to make decisions on important matters in our society" so "they are relegated the non-clerical decisions as a sop."


Swear-words are another area where only recently have women begun to use words which would previously have been condemned as unladylike or inappropriate or vulgar in a woman's speech style. Even now older men take exception to women who use words like 'shit' and 'fuck' in their conversation, even in contexts where they themselves might use these words in exasperation or annoyance. And the social rule which forbids men to swear in the presence of women is simply another reflection of males protecting women from reality 
or the expression of strong feelings.




[image: Drawing of a girl with ABC's]


Certain adjectives in English are generally classifiable as 'women's words'. Words like 'adorable', 'charming' and 'divine', for example. Lakoff describes these as words which express one's own personal, emotional reactions rather than words which attempt to guage a general reaction. They are appropriate only, for essentially trivial or frivolous referents. Again they reflect the nonserious character of what are considered to be appropriate womanly concerns.


In actual fact, Lakoff claims, it is not simply that they are feminine words it is rather that they signal that their users are not concerned with power in the society. So they may be used by hippies, homosexuals and academics—all groups which society as a whole refuses to take seriously. For these groups it is possible to express "approval of things in a personal way — though one does so at the risk of losing one's credibility with members of the power structure."
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Grammar, even




Grammar, even


In the region of grammar it is claimed that women use tag-questions more frequently than men do. A tag-question is syntactically and functionally midway between an outright statement and a yes/no question, in terms of certainly. It involves less commitment than a statement, and asks for confirmation, e.g. "John's here isn't he?" Women, Lakoff claims, use tag-questions more often when stating opinions, requiring confirmation and approval, e.g. "It looks good, doesn't it?" And similarly they use a questioning intonation contour with statements more often than men do.


Commands and requests are another area of speech differences. Women are likely to add a number of signals to a request to make it sound less like a command. It gives the addressee some option about whether to agree or not. Compare "shut the door" with "won't you please close the door".



All these features may be responsible for the fact that women's speech sounds more polite than mens. It is part of a woman's role not to impose her own views or claims on others, and the speech-style she acquires allows her to fulfil this role. But it deprives her of a means



of being taken seriously in any context and provides men with reasons for dismissing women as tentative, unsure of themselves and concerned with trivial matters. "Women's speech is devised to prevent the expression of strong statements."
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Not to be taken seriously




Not to be taken seriously


And it is a well-known fact that in our society any person who cannot state his views forcefully is unlikely to be taken seriously. The person who uses forceful language and extreme, unqualified assertions is likely to 'be paid more attention than the person who, in the interests of fairness and truth, qualifies his statements and points out that there are several points of view to be considered. This is the psychology underlying all propaganda and advertising after all.


In many languages the language used by women Is morphologically different from the men's language; and in some cases the women's forms are also the polite forms for the society as a whole. In Japanese and Korean, for example, Martin says "there is a tendency for man to discriminate different situations calling for honorific [implying respect — Ed] usage, for women to use honorifics all the time." In Koasati, an American Indian language, He as reports that the women's speech forms are more archaic than the mens. But at present only older women use them. Young women are beginning to use the men's forms.


What evidence is there from social dialect research that differences do exist within English between the speech of men and women? In a special dialect survey of speech in New York city in 1956 and another in Detroit in 1967 it was found that women, especially in the upper middle class and lower middle class groups, showed greater 'sensitivity' or awareness of socially stigmatised speech forms than the men in these groups. In other words women used fewer 
of the speech forms associated with slovenly or unprestigious or lower social class speech.
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Self-Hatred




Self-Hatred


Women seem to subscribe to the dominant middle-class values of the society. They are quite conscious of the fact that their speech often doesn't conform to the most prestigious forms of the community. And they feel negative towards their own speech and that of lower-class and working-class speakers in general. Self-hatred is a typical minority group trait and Labor describes this as linguistic self-hatred.


In a study of the negro and Puerto-Rican population of New York, Labor concentrated on negro adolescent boys. One of the clearest themes in their speech was their hostility to women. Women were seen as objects, 'sex machines' their worst insults involved insulting the mother of the addressee.


These boys, recognised the middle-class speech forms as prestigious, but did not use them. Their value systems directly contradicted those of the dominant middle-class culture. Girls of the same age and ethnic groups could use the NNE vernacular as fluently as the boys; but they were considerably ahead in reading ability and educational achievement. Again the females seemed willing to adopt middle-class norms and attempt to succeed in middle-class society, where the boys placed great store on a refusal to give-in to the system and despised those who did. The negro adolescents shared the typical minority group attitude of self-hatred.



It seems, that in much of the research available, women's speech forms are the conservative forms and are therefore considered unfashionable and unprestigious. In societies where the social structure is very rigid, the women's role is so clearly defined that she is automatically restricted to forms of speech or language which have no social status. In modern societies we find women imitating prestigious forms which reflect the overt values of the society while men and younger people are adopting new forms. This relates to the explanation of linguistic change suggested by Fisher: "The variety factor is needed to explain why phonetic drifts tend to continue in the same direction this protracted pursuit of an elite by an envious mass and consequent 'flight' of the elite is.... the most important factor in linguistic drift (at all levels)" The new prestige forms however, on the evidence of young people in Trudgill's study are working- class speech and values. It seems that this reversal in the social values of the society has included women in a way that was not apparent in previous research. Perhaps Women's Lib and unisex are having some effect.


We need to identify the linguistic differences and the social distinctions speech diffs reflect, in order to inform women of the social implications of their speech forms, and the reactions they arouse in others, of different sex, age and social status; of the values they are often unconsciously projecting every time they open their mouths. It is interesting to speculate on the basis of Trudgill's evidence in Britain whether in this area, as in others women will be forced to adopt masculine behaviour patterns and value systems in order to avoid discrimination, and achieve recognition for what they are, rather than how they are perceived.
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Flicks





Flicks




[image: Flicks header]


It is with a rueful sigh that I say two genuinely engaging films opened in Wellington last week. It is a long time since we saw the quality to be found in Polanski's "MacBcth" and "The Ruling Class", and it may be a long time before we see it again. Nonetheless it is a case of 'sport while we may', and past regrets should not cloud the appreciation of two entertaining and enterprising features.


"MacBcth" has the stamp of commercial entertainment emblazoned on every frame. It comes from Playboy Productions, is the labour of the present No. I directing celebrity, Roman Polanski, and features the fruits of the mind of that notorious entertainment liberal, Kenneth Tynan (perpetrator of 'Oh Calcutta'). But despite the weight of such resourceful dabbles in chic, "MacBcth" is not candy gloss with Hammer horror overtones. Those who go in the hope of seeing gothicism on the rampage will be disappointed: there are no swirling mists creeping down cobwebbed corridors to charnel vauls, but, instead, pleanty of clean air and April showers. This is not to say that Polanski's inimitable style is submerged; it is, if anything, in close rein and still impossible to miss. The groupings are formal, the shots are long in terms of both depth and time, and the pace is carefully measured, as in all his films.


As an interpretation of "MacBcth ", Polanski is perhaps, disappointingly traditional. The usurpers role is clothed in much predictable psychological bric-a-brac, and the other parts are played strictly as they read — in spite of the eccentricities thrust onto an unusually highly strung Lady MacBeth and a limping Donaldbain. Even the witches are played down (no doubt Polanski's desire to escape charges of self indulgence), and there seems no attempt to get the tragedy onto a cosmic footing. The popular interpretation of current academic criticism — MacBcth as the victim of a cruel and implacable fate — is neglected altogether; instead the play retains an individual and self-contained atmosphere, its tenor being brought into line with kindred Jacobean exercises like Middleton's "The Changeling". This domestication of the play stems, as much as anything, from the low key acting performances — demanded, admittedly, by the youthful appearance of the protagonists — especially that of Jon Finch in the title role. Only Francesca Annis (Lady MacBcth) and Martin Shaw (Banquo) seem to act and deliver the lines (for the rest if is a case of one or the other).


However, Polanski manages to disguise these shortcomings with the visual dexterity for which he is renowned. The text has been greatly deleted, the material removed being that which lends itself to visual representation, and consequently the film has a visual richness to compensate for the verbal austerity. For this — coming to grips with cinematic Shakespeare — Polanski deserves a great deal of praise, more than a Zefferelli who weighs the text down with an excess of pretty but unnecessary choreography. It is a pleasure to see and hear Shakespeare and not be just the recipient of an illustrated text. Gil Taylor provides the splendid camerawork to catch the colour of Polanski's inventiveness, and rounds off a pleasant attempt to marry entertainment with art. Someone else should try to do the same.




[image: Photo from Macbeth]

'Macbeth': the witches' meeting on the beach




'The Ruling Class", in spite of its title, is as far from a tragedy on the rheme of power as can be imagined. Besides being tragical historical—cosmical —pastoral (as Polonus would have it) the film is also political, sociological, psychological, fantastical and indefinable. It is a shaggy monstrosity, brilliant and dreadful by turns, easy to assess in terms of its component parts, nearly impossible to assess as a coherent whole. But its virtues are unmistakeable.


'The story' runs roughly thus. The 13th Earl of Gumey hangs himself by mistake while re-enacting a glorious moment of British martydom. He leaves his title to his son Jack, his money to his servant. From the point of view of the family, nothing could have been worse: Jack is an advanced paranoic with delusions of grandeur, the servant is a Trot. Both accept the bequest, and Jack, who looks upon himself as 'the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost and the essential unity etc' takes up residence on a cross in the drawing room.


An heir is the only remedy; and Jack's chosen one, the Lady of the Camellias is duly found in a local stripper. A courtship (including some superb mud-slinging at Ken Russell) ensues. Jack Mimes, a son is born. AH looks well but for the intervention of a psychiatrist who rids Jack of his delusion of grandeur and substitutes persecution mania instead. Jack seems normal enough but in truth he is homicidal and as desperately reactionary as his peers.... and so Jack and the stripper get together as Jack the Ripper and....


That's the story: what of the style? Besides burlesqueing every mode of English cinema from Joseph Losey to 'Dracula Spits Blood Again', it is a maze of symbols allusions (literary and biblical), parables and allegories. Some are extraordinarily funny, some go splat like a wet hamburger. As for the meaning of this melange — a fable about the ruling classes and their relative harmlessness if left alone, their cornered beast menance if persecuted into normalcy, I imagine. But the meaning seems subsidiary to the individual details which are as alarming as they are overwhelming.


One must note a magnificent performance from Arthur Lowe as Tuck or Konstantin Vladimir Illich (allusion to 'Point-Counter-Point') Lenin as he is known on the party files. It is hard to imagine a better rendition of the obsequious but comic English domestic. Alistair Sim and James Villiers make a fine fist of the family. Peter OToole plays very well in a part that is so loaded in the actor's favour he cannot fail, and therefore cannot escape doint just that. Any other actor, I suggest, would find the part of Jack equally thankless. They are all admirably supported by a wealth of excellent English television actors and Harry Andrews as the short-lived 13th earl. Peter Barnes wrote the screenplay from his own stage drama, and Peter Medak directed.



By Jeremy Littlejohn




[image: Early morning bath capers comic]
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Letters to the Editor should be given to one of the editors, left in the box outside the office or posted to Box 1347. If possible, they should be typed or printed legibly, double spaced on one side of the paper only.
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Humanity Gets the Boot?




Dear Sir,




Is it economy, is it staff shortages, or is it lack of concern?


I am referring to the quiet removal of the 300 level Social Psychology credits from the course in what appears to be an attempt to 'water down' the range of humanities offerings in the Psychology Dept.


For a university once eminent in this field of psychology this is a sad fate. Even sadder, for the student, is the prospect of planning a well- rounded social science degree that this change precludes. A number of students looking ahead have found this course conspicuous by its absence. It would be interesting to hear of the real reasons for its elimination.


Joanne Cunningham.






Text—book Mafia




Dear Sir,




If the Student Executive wants to win our hearts and minds perhaps they could consider taking on the text-book mafia.


How about leasing a couple of Xerox machines (cheaper than photocopy for large quantities) and running them on a strictly cost basis? In fact if the lease and running costs were covered by a small increase in Studass fees, the "free" access would save everyone expensive outlays for books they read over a couple of weeks and forget for the rest of their lives.


The library' might provide space and servicing, or at worst there must be a spare corner in the Union Building.


Most overseas libraries have batteries of these machines now, and publishers raise prices to break even through library sales alone. We are paying for this new technology without any of the benefits.


Yours sincerely Thorold May.



P.S. Dear readers all, beseige your local student politician, write to "Salient", proclaim your earnest concern for hip-pocket culture, and something might be done.







Get Organised!




Dear Sir,




For a whole year now I have been reading the pathetic little dribble of letters in your columns referring to the cafeteria. Some literary students have compared the food with human faeces, others have merely resorted to the time dishonoured war cry of the silent majority i.e. "Why doesn't someone do something about it?"


Well personally I think the cafe food is quite delicious. I have a preference for highly priced lumps of fat and gristle, white sugar and white flour cakes, chilled gravey soup and gonorrhoea discharge peas. I revel in sour coffee and fatty pies.


Many people think it is strange, but the human tastebuds are subject to many variations so while I enjoy my meals in the cafeteria, I am not surprised that others, even many others, find them distasteful. What does surprise me is that so many students suffer in silence. If they continue to suffer thus then they deserve every horrid mouthful that they take.


So what is to be done? Just imagine the effect of a protracted mass boycott of the cafeteria! Imagine six thousand students marching defiantly in at mid-day armed with brown paper-bags and thermos flasks. I can see it all now, the food congealing in its not-quite-stainless metal warmers, the desperate appeal of the caterers and the howling of the scabs as they are flung head first into the warm slimy gravey!!


And then the dream passes and I am left, a lump in my throat and mock cream on my cardigan front, The red mists part before my eyes and I see only clumps and cluster of grumbling students pushing untouched plates aside and lighting cigarettes with hands trembling in impotent rage.


But if....


Students of Victoria unite! Down with Nationwide gasterialism and all their runny custard! We have a feed to win, we have nothing to lose but a few ugly pounds.


Yours in excited anticipation Beverley Scott.






NZUSA Alive and Well




Dear Eds,




During the recent Special General Meeting a number of students complained that they were unaware of the activities of NZUSA. I would like to bring to the notice of your interested readers the fact that any student can read NZUSA newsletters which are on display in the Students' Association Office. Any further information required can be obtained by asking a member of the executive, at least one of whom can usually be found in the executive workroom, or by going directly to NZUSA's office at 1 Marion St.


The contents of the last three newsletters include papers on Student Participation, Submissions on the Police Offences Act, Overseas Student Conference, Welfare policy, Submission on the Rent Appeal Bill, Teaching on Drugs, French Tests, Alternatives in Education, and notes on newly appointed officers.


Despite recent allegations by a member of the Young Socialists, I am not waiting with a big stick to clobber poor naive students. I am quite prepared to discuss the activities of both VUWSA and NZUSA with any interested student and to offer assistance or information when it is required.


Dave Cunningham







An Olde Englyshe Rime of the Workynge Classe - to a traditional tune.




A Marxist would a-wooing go,



(Chorus: Wooing the workers!)



His sole desire was the good of mankind,



But the workers they kicked him right up the behind,



(Chorus: With a roly, proly, capitalism



Heigh ho! says Willy the Worker.)





The Marxist rubbed his sore behind,



(Chorus: Wooing the workers!)



And raged: "You've betrayed the great cause of mankind,



For I only wanted to better your mind",



(Chorus: With a roly, proly, capitalism,



Heigh ho! says Willy the Worker.)





So off he stalked in great disgust,



(Chorus: Wooing the workers!)



"If you won't be freed from your mindless grind.



Then go and get stuffed, you and all of mankind!"



(Chorus: With a roly, proly, capitalism,



Heigh-ho! says Willy the Worker.)



Peter Russell




[We understand that Mr Russell is a lecturer in the German Dept at this University— 
Eds.]







People—Destroying




Dear Sir,




In reply to Mr F. line's letter regarding his two "delinquent" Maori sons, methinks I smell the old "white man's burden."


Could I suggest that in attempting to provide a "decent Christian upbringing" for your sons that you were alienating them as far away from their own culture as it is possible, in our Maori-destroying society.


Perhaps a marae would have saved, where you thought the church would.


Yours, Diane Hooper.






McDougoll and Co.




Dear Sir,




It was with great interest that I read a recent interview in Salient titled "Business and the University". At last, I thought, a capitalist lecturer was going to have a chance to justify his activities, and the activities of his colleagues. However the more I read of the interview the more I realised that various statements were being made that did not tie in with the facts of capitalism insofar as I know them.


Reference was made in the interview to the fact that the consumer determines what is sold in the market place in accordance with his needs. Galbraith and many others argue that needs are created by the capitalist system, and thus what is bought in the market place is also determined by the capitalists. The accuracy of Galbraith's analysis can be clearly seen if one looks at consumer goods now available in American stores; electric can openers, electric tooth-brushes, electric spaghetti forks.... who in hell needs that kind of crap? What consumer in his right mind would be prepared to work for four hours in a noisy, smelly factory in order to be able to afford to buy an electric can opener (which, because of a policy of planned obsolescence is likely to crap out within a couple of years).


Another argument raised in favour of capitalism is that it provides the consumer with a choice. The point however, I feel, is that the choice provided is very limited. If I, a poor student, wanted to buy soap at 50% above the manufactured cost price (say 3c a bar), I wouldn't have any choice of doing so. The reason being that the soap manufacturers of NZ have possibly collectively determined (either explicitly or implicitly) that the sale of super-cheap soap is not in their own economic interests — thus the "choice" offered by the capitalists to the consumer is very much limited by the prime consideration of capitalists everywhere, i.e. "how do we get the biggest profit possible?"


It also seems strange to hear a lecturer talking of the provision of choice within the capitalist system, when many of the courses taught within his department apparently devote much time to considerations such as product standardisation and simplification — these techniques as I understand them are designed to restrict the choices available to the consumer yet the lecturer said "anything that constrains the consumer in his choice I'm against." I don't know if I'm stupid or something, but it seems to me that that statement is a contradiction for capitalism as it is both commonly taught and applied acts to constrain the consumer's freedom of choice.


Another idea I found fascinating in this interview was the implication that the free enterprise system was working better than a more inefficient easy going system (presumably socialism),


If you use the economic criteria of the annual rate of growth in G.N.P., then China followed by Cuba appears well in front of the capitalist countries. How the hell does one arrive at the conclusion that socialism is a more inefficient economic system than capitalism?


What amazes me is the fact that such flimsy arguments were used to support the capitalist system, for I would have thought that if one is going to support an economic system which affects the lives of so many people that one's arguments would have had at least some form of credibility. I really wonder now if there are any real justifications for the capitalist system at all.


Yours sincerely, R.J. Andrews.








[image: RECORDS CASSETTES PLIMMERS STEPS LAMBTON QUAY Phone 556-496. We aim to give you Wellington's best record/cassette offer yet. 15%- 30% DISCOUNT Everything we have in stock. Including all 1973 releases on discount Over 300 cassettes/over 1500 albums. Buy now at genuine discount pnces. Where are we? Opposite the BNZ on the corner of Willis Mreet/Lambton Quay Next to Barretts Hotel - upstairs.]
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International Call for Nixon's Impeachment




Dear Sir,




I would be very much obliged if you would leave a blank half-inch or so of column below the enclosed petition.


You see me and me mate thort we'd do our public duty in the protection of world morals you know, like Norm Jerk and the Chinese bomb), and set up a petition for the impeachment of Nixon. Signatures to the following petition should be sent to your nearest friendly ambassador, or perhaps c/o 'The Evening Post'. Then, once we get enough signatures going, we'11 sit back and wait for the headlines to break. "International call for Nixon's Impeachment!" We reckon it will be just about as effective as present New Zealand efforts to stop the Cambodia bombing, would probably kill two birds with one stone.



Ta for the co-operation, brother.

Yours in nihilation,


N.R. Kist.






P.S. What's this bloody monstrosity in the caf? Non-economic, non biodegradable, pollutent, plastic drinking straws? Up against the wall!


The Petition.


We, the undersigned, humbly petition the United States Congress, to prosecute with all possible speed, the impeachment of President Richard Nixon, on the grounds of: Malfeisance, Malpractice, Maltexo, Maltreatment, Maladministration, Malnutrition, Maladjustment, Malfunction, and corruption (delete where necessary) — and who knows what he does to spiders? We urge, that for the sake of world morality, you brook no delay in this matter.


Mrs Jones — mother of twelve Mr Smith — Mother of Mrs Jones








Commonsense




Dear Editor,




It's good to note, now that conservation week is approaching, that the Union has ceased to use those nasty biodegradible paper straws, and is now using those luvly plastic ones.


Yours Stinky Rarebush.
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Socialist Action




Dear Sir,




If Peter Rotherham wins the coming election and becomes President of this university executive I promise faithfully to hang myself from the balcony in the upstairs lounge at 2pm, the day after his election.


Yours sincerely, I. Meenit.






Revolution in the Suburbs




Dear Editor,




Your correspondent, Ralph Nader ( or would-be) makes a memorable statement about the bog-minded apathetic student body in concluding "....most people in this institution are too self-centred to worry about things.... which affect people other than themselves."


The most boisterous band of capitalist baiters (and I include, myself as a 'housewife' daily nauseated by over-packaging, advertising to woo the mindless to buy rubbish, etc etc) are the most constantly wooed by their supposed tormentors and exploiters into unload all available cash into capitalist coffers. The hordes scampering up the Terrace, LPs or Kentucky fried chickens pressed close to their bosoms are not thick materialist-minded bank clerks, but supposedly liberated students addicted to ear-polluting stereo systems and stomach-ravaging carbohydrates. The glassey-eyed circles decorating most downtown hotels and bars at most hours, downing good profit-making DB slush are not over-enthusiastic DB divident-hopefuls but armchair proletarians from up the Hill. Soft drink manufacturers would face bankrupey if someone sold made-up cordial in the SUB. Pall Mall hardly needs to exploit Black Africans when VUW students are so eager to puff away their bursaries. The list is endless.


The revolution has not even begun on the Hill. It is being fought in the suburbs every time women like myself explain to the storekeepers why they do not need bags or brands, will not buy candied rubbish, prefer the loose bag to the multi-coloured box, refuse to drive a car or watch a TV. Touche?


Love and Peace Margaret Davey.






Wot about the workers?




Dear Sir,




Salient is this year obsessed by Marxist dogma. You may say it isn't dogma but what are you trying to do? People are getting on fine in New Zealand. Sure some in Newtown are not living too well but at least they have freedom unlike China.


China which has become so "in", from Newsweek to New Zealand, is held up as a Godzone of the masses. What about the campaign of 100 flowers and the shooting of opponents or is that edited out of "China Reconstructs"?


There are inequalities in all societies and you should see through the bias of Chinese magazines and you should see through American news. No society is perfect. Why hold up China as the answer to the world's problems? I find the liberation of China irrelevant and so do the workers of Porirua.


The same illusions that "People's Voice" rants about are evident in your narrow perspective. After all shouldn't you appeal to the broad masses and not just politically orientated people. And then sport doesn't even exist does it? Nor do the alienated middle-class youth looking for their nirvanas feature in your venerable journal of Marxism—Pukcism.


Alf Jones.






Mao and J.C.




Dear Sir,




In the light of the present articles on China appearing in Salient I thought I would take the liberty of presenting some of Chairman Mao's statements on a few of the issues that face us today.


In Volume PV of his 'Selected Works' at pp 14-15 Mao says: "We take up sword too, following his (Chiang Kai-shek's) example . . . As Chiang Kai-shek is now sharpening his swords, we must sharpen ours too".


In Volume II of his 'Selected Works' at p 224 Mao says: "Every Communist must grasp the truth: Political power grows out of the barrel of a gun".


And at p 225 he says: "Only with guns can the whole world be transformed". "We are advocates of the abolition of war, we do not want war; but war can only be abolished through war, and in order to get rid of the gun it is necessary to take up the gun".


In Volume I of his 'Selected Works' at pp 182 - 183 Mao says: "War, this monster of mutual slaughter among men, will be finally eliminated by the progress of human society, and in the not too distant future too. But there is only one way to eliminate it and that is to oppose war with war".


With these I compared the sayings of another. He said: "Put your sword back into its place; for all those who take up the sword shall perish by the sword".


He said: "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God".


He said: "My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world then my servants would be fighting".


"Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you".


Please believe me when I say that I have met this one and know you can meet him too. He has given me the power to live the life that I really wanted all along, but had been blinded and robbed of real liberty. I found a poem that expresses what I want to say and pray that you will read it and maybe start your pilgrimage towards the God who is there.


Yours, Alastair Rees-Thomas
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Doughnuts Uphill




Dear Sir,




It was blandly stated in your McDougall interview that to go on a crusade against illegal price fixing would be like trying to roll a doughnut uphill and that "it would probably take a considerable amount of time and effort to change the existing system."


A lecturer in another department in the university, like everyone else in Wellington except the politicians, knew that there was a substandard housing problem in Wellington. This lecturer decided that Government wasn't going to do anything to alleviate the problem, so with the help of students he conducted a survey into sub-standard housing in Wellington. The result of this survey was that more people's attention was drawn to a situation which they knew existed, and furthermore both political parties decided to include in their election platforms a plan of action to alleviate Wellington's housing problem.


Why, then did not lecturers in other departments carry out similar crusades and similar research in certain politically touchy areas, and thus attempt to change society for the better. Maybe the answer lies in the following quote from the interview "if you want research money for a particular project and you've been whacking these guys on the one side they're not going to give it to you on the other side."


So much for the University's role of being a body concerned with the independent pursuit and dissemination of knowledge.


Yours, Ralph's Brother.












Victoria University of Wellington Library
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[Introduction]







Letters to the Editor should be given to one of the editors, left in the box outside the office or posted to Box 1347. If possible, they should be typed or printed legibly, double spaced on one side of the paper only.
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Humanity Gets the Boot?




Dear Sir,




Is it economy, is it staff shortages, or is it lack of concern?


I am referring to the quiet removal of the 300 level Social Psychology credits from the course in what appears to be an attempt to 'water down' the range of humanities offerings in the Psychology Dept.


For a university once eminent in this field of psychology this is a sad fate. Even sadder, for the student, is the prospect of planning a well- rounded social science degree that this change precludes. A number of students looking ahead have found this course conspicuous by its absence. It would be interesting to hear of the real reasons for its elimination.


Joanne Cunningham.
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Text—book Mafia




Text—book Mafia




Dear Sir,




If the Student Executive wants to win our hearts and minds perhaps they could consider taking on the text-book mafia.


How about leasing a couple of Xerox machines (cheaper than photocopy for large quantities) and running them on a strictly cost basis? In fact if the lease and running costs were covered by a small increase in Studass fees, the "free" access would save everyone expensive outlays for books they read over a couple of weeks and forget for the rest of their lives.


The library' might provide space and servicing, or at worst there must be a spare corner in the Union Building.


Most overseas libraries have batteries of these machines now, and publishers raise prices to break even through library sales alone. We are paying for this new technology without any of the benefits.


Yours sincerely Thorold May.



P.S. Dear readers all, beseige your local student politician, write to "Salient", proclaim your earnest concern for hip-pocket culture, and something might be done.
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Get Organised!




Get Organised!




Dear Sir,




For a whole year now I have been reading the pathetic little dribble of letters in your columns referring to the cafeteria. Some literary students have compared the food with human faeces, others have merely resorted to the time dishonoured war cry of the silent majority i.e. "Why doesn't someone do something about it?"


Well personally I think the cafe food is quite delicious. I have a preference for highly priced lumps of fat and gristle, white sugar and white flour cakes, chilled gravey soup and gonorrhoea discharge peas. I revel in sour coffee and fatty pies.


Many people think it is strange, but the human tastebuds are subject to many variations so while I enjoy my meals in the cafeteria, I am not surprised that others, even many others, find them distasteful. What does surprise me is that so many students suffer in silence. If they continue to suffer thus then they deserve every horrid mouthful that they take.


So what is to be done? Just imagine the effect of a protracted mass boycott of the cafeteria! Imagine six thousand students marching defiantly in at mid-day armed with brown paper-bags and thermos flasks. I can see it all now, the food congealing in its not-quite-stainless metal warmers, the desperate appeal of the caterers and the howling of the scabs as they are flung head first into the warm slimy gravey!!


And then the dream passes and I am left, a lump in my throat and mock cream on my cardigan front, The red mists part before my eyes and I see only clumps and cluster of grumbling students pushing untouched plates aside and lighting cigarettes with hands trembling in impotent rage.


But if....


Students of Victoria unite! Down with Nationwide gasterialism and all their runny custard! We have a feed to win, we have nothing to lose but a few ugly pounds.


Yours in excited anticipation Beverley Scott.
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NZUSA Alive and Well




Dear Eds,




During the recent Special General Meeting a number of students complained that they were unaware of the activities of NZUSA. I would like to bring to the notice of your interested readers the fact that any student can read NZUSA newsletters which are on display in the Students' Association Office. Any further information required can be obtained by asking a member of the executive, at least one of whom can usually be found in the executive workroom, or by going directly to NZUSA's office at 1 Marion St.


The contents of the last three newsletters include papers on Student Participation, Submissions on the Police Offences Act, Overseas Student Conference, Welfare policy, Submission on the Rent Appeal Bill, Teaching on Drugs, French Tests, Alternatives in Education, and notes on newly appointed officers.


Despite recent allegations by a member of the Young Socialists, I am not waiting with a big stick to clobber poor naive students. I am quite prepared to discuss the activities of both VUWSA and NZUSA with any interested student and to offer assistance or information when it is required.


Dave Cunningham
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An Olde Englyshe Rime of the Workynge Classe - to a traditional tune





An Olde Englyshe Rime of the Workynge Classe - to a traditional tune.




A Marxist would a-wooing go,



(Chorus: Wooing the workers!)



His sole desire was the good of mankind,



But the workers they kicked him right up the behind,



(Chorus: With a roly, proly, capitalism



Heigh ho! says Willy the Worker.)





The Marxist rubbed his sore behind,



(Chorus: Wooing the workers!)



And raged: "You've betrayed the great cause of mankind,



For I only wanted to better your mind",



(Chorus: With a roly, proly, capitalism,



Heigh ho! says Willy the Worker.)





So off he stalked in great disgust,



(Chorus: Wooing the workers!)



"If you won't be freed from your mindless grind.



Then go and get stuffed, you and all of mankind!"



(Chorus: With a roly, proly, capitalism,



Heigh-ho! says Willy the Worker.)



Peter Russell




[We understand that Mr Russell is a lecturer in the German Dept at this University— 
Eds.]
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People—Destroying




People—Destroying




Dear Sir,




In reply to Mr F. line's letter regarding his two "delinquent" Maori sons, methinks I smell the old "white man's burden."


Could I suggest that in attempting to provide a "decent Christian upbringing" for your sons that you were alienating them as far away from their own culture as it is possible, in our Maori-destroying society.


Perhaps a marae would have saved, where you thought the church would.


Yours, Diane Hooper.
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McDougoll and Co




McDougoll and Co.




Dear Sir,




It was with great interest that I read a recent interview in Salient titled "Business and the University". At last, I thought, a capitalist lecturer was going to have a chance to justify his activities, and the activities of his colleagues. However the more I read of the interview the more I realised that various statements were being made that did not tie in with the facts of capitalism insofar as I know them.


Reference was made in the interview to the fact that the consumer determines what is sold in the market place in accordance with his needs. Galbraith and many others argue that needs are created by the capitalist system, and thus what is bought in the market place is also determined by the capitalists. The accuracy of Galbraith's analysis can be clearly seen if one looks at consumer goods now available in American stores; electric can openers, electric tooth-brushes, electric spaghetti forks.... who in hell needs that kind of crap? What consumer in his right mind would be prepared to work for four hours in a noisy, smelly factory in order to be able to afford to buy an electric can opener (which, because of a policy of planned obsolescence is likely to crap out within a couple of years).


Another argument raised in favour of capitalism is that it provides the consumer with a choice. The point however, I feel, is that the choice provided is very limited. If I, a poor student, wanted to buy soap at 50% above the manufactured cost price (say 3c a bar), I wouldn't have any choice of doing so. The reason being that the soap manufacturers of NZ have possibly collectively determined (either explicitly or implicitly) that the sale of super-cheap soap is not in their own economic interests — thus the "choice" offered by the capitalists to the consumer is very much limited by the prime consideration of capitalists everywhere, i.e. "how do we get the biggest profit possible?"


It also seems strange to hear a lecturer talking of the provision of choice within the capitalist system, when many of the courses taught within his department apparently devote much time to considerations such as product standardisation and simplification — these techniques as I understand them are designed to restrict the choices available to the consumer yet the lecturer said "anything that constrains the consumer in his choice I'm against." I don't know if I'm stupid or something, but it seems to me that that statement is a contradiction for capitalism as it is both commonly taught and applied acts to constrain the consumer's freedom of choice.


Another idea I found fascinating in this interview was the implication that the free enterprise system was working better than a more inefficient easy going system (presumably socialism),


If you use the economic criteria of the annual rate of growth in G.N.P., then China followed by Cuba appears well in front of the capitalist countries. How the hell does one arrive at the conclusion that socialism is a more inefficient economic system than capitalism?


What amazes me is the fact that such flimsy arguments were used to support the capitalist system, for I would have thought that if one is going to support an economic system which affects the lives of so many people that one's arguments would have had at least some form of credibility. I really wonder now if there are any real justifications for the capitalist system at all.


Yours sincerely, R.J. Andrews.
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International Call for Nixon's Impeachment




Dear Sir,




I would be very much obliged if you would leave a blank half-inch or so of column below the enclosed petition.


You see me and me mate thort we'd do our public duty in the protection of world morals you know, like Norm Jerk and the Chinese bomb), and set up a petition for the impeachment of Nixon. Signatures to the following petition should be sent to your nearest friendly ambassador, or perhaps c/o 'The Evening Post'. Then, once we get enough signatures going, we'11 sit back and wait for the headlines to break. "International call for Nixon's Impeachment!" We reckon it will be just about as effective as present New Zealand efforts to stop the Cambodia bombing, would probably kill two birds with one stone.



Ta for the co-operation, brother.

Yours in nihilation,


N.R. Kist.






P.S. What's this bloody monstrosity in the caf? Non-economic, non biodegradable, pollutent, plastic drinking straws? Up against the wall!


The Petition.


We, the undersigned, humbly petition the United States Congress, to prosecute with all possible speed, the impeachment of President Richard Nixon, on the grounds of: Malfeisance, Malpractice, Maltexo, Maltreatment, Maladministration, Malnutrition, Maladjustment, Malfunction, and corruption (delete where necessary) — and who knows what he does to spiders? We urge, that for the sake of world morality, you brook no delay in this matter.


Mrs Jones — mother of twelve Mr Smith — Mother of Mrs Jones
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Commonsense




Commonsense




Dear Editor,




It's good to note, now that conservation week is approaching, that the Union has ceased to use those nasty biodegradible paper straws, and is now using those luvly plastic ones.


Yours Stinky Rarebush.
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Socialist Action




Dear Sir,




If Peter Rotherham wins the coming election and becomes President of this university executive I promise faithfully to hang myself from the balcony in the upstairs lounge at 2pm, the day after his election.


Yours sincerely, I. Meenit.
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Revolution in the Suburbs




Revolution in the Suburbs




Dear Editor,




Your correspondent, Ralph Nader ( or would-be) makes a memorable statement about the bog-minded apathetic student body in concluding "....most people in this institution are too self-centred to worry about things.... which affect people other than themselves."


The most boisterous band of capitalist baiters (and I include, myself as a 'housewife' daily nauseated by over-packaging, advertising to woo the mindless to buy rubbish, etc etc) are the most constantly wooed by their supposed tormentors and exploiters into unload all available cash into capitalist coffers. The hordes scampering up the Terrace, LPs or Kentucky fried chickens pressed close to their bosoms are not thick materialist-minded bank clerks, but supposedly liberated students addicted to ear-polluting stereo systems and stomach-ravaging carbohydrates. The glassey-eyed circles decorating most downtown hotels and bars at most hours, downing good profit-making DB slush are not over-enthusiastic DB divident-hopefuls but armchair proletarians from up the Hill. Soft drink manufacturers would face bankrupey if someone sold made-up cordial in the SUB. Pall Mall hardly needs to exploit Black Africans when VUW students are so eager to puff away their bursaries. The list is endless.


The revolution has not even begun on the Hill. It is being fought in the suburbs every time women like myself explain to the storekeepers why they do not need bags or brands, will not buy candied rubbish, prefer the loose bag to the multi-coloured box, refuse to drive a car or watch a TV. Touche?


Love and Peace Margaret Davey.
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Wot about the workers?




Dear Sir,




Salient is this year obsessed by Marxist dogma. You may say it isn't dogma but what are you trying to do? People are getting on fine in New Zealand. Sure some in Newtown are not living too well but at least they have freedom unlike China.


China which has become so "in", from Newsweek to New Zealand, is held up as a Godzone of the masses. What about the campaign of 100 flowers and the shooting of opponents or is that edited out of "China Reconstructs"?


There are inequalities in all societies and you should see through the bias of Chinese magazines and you should see through American news. No society is perfect. Why hold up China as the answer to the world's problems? I find the liberation of China irrelevant and so do the workers of Porirua.


The same illusions that "People's Voice" rants about are evident in your narrow perspective. After all shouldn't you appeal to the broad masses and not just politically orientated people. And then sport doesn't even exist does it? Nor do the alienated middle-class youth looking for their nirvanas feature in your venerable journal of Marxism—Pukcism.


Alf Jones.
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Mao and J.C




Mao and J.C.




Dear Sir,




In the light of the present articles on China appearing in Salient I thought I would take the liberty of presenting some of Chairman Mao's statements on a few of the issues that face us today.


In Volume PV of his 'Selected Works' at pp 14-15 Mao says: "We take up sword too, following his (Chiang Kai-shek's) example . . . As Chiang Kai-shek is now sharpening his swords, we must sharpen ours too".


In Volume II of his 'Selected Works' at p 224 Mao says: "Every Communist must grasp the truth: Political power grows out of the barrel of a gun".


And at p 225 he says: "Only with guns can the whole world be transformed". "We are advocates of the abolition of war, we do not want war; but war can only be abolished through war, and in order to get rid of the gun it is necessary to take up the gun".


In Volume I of his 'Selected Works' at pp 182 - 183 Mao says: "War, this monster of mutual slaughter among men, will be finally eliminated by the progress of human society, and in the not too distant future too. But there is only one way to eliminate it and that is to oppose war with war".


With these I compared the sayings of another. He said: "Put your sword back into its place; for all those who take up the sword shall perish by the sword".


He said: "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God".


He said: "My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world then my servants would be fighting".


"Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you".


Please believe me when I say that I have met this one and know you can meet him too. He has given me the power to live the life that I really wanted all along, but had been blinded and robbed of real liberty. I found a poem that expresses what I want to say and pray that you will read it and maybe start your pilgrimage towards the God who is there.


Yours, Alastair Rees-Thomas
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Doughnuts Uphill




Dear Sir,




It was blandly stated in your McDougall interview that to go on a crusade against illegal price fixing would be like trying to roll a doughnut uphill and that "it would probably take a considerable amount of time and effort to change the existing system."


A lecturer in another department in the university, like everyone else in Wellington except the politicians, knew that there was a substandard housing problem in Wellington. This lecturer decided that Government wasn't going to do anything to alleviate the problem, so with the help of students he conducted a survey into sub-standard housing in Wellington. The result of this survey was that more people's attention was drawn to a situation which they knew existed, and furthermore both political parties decided to include in their election platforms a plan of action to alleviate Wellington's housing problem.


Why, then did not lecturers in other departments carry out similar crusades and similar research in certain politically touchy areas, and thus attempt to change society for the better. Maybe the answer lies in the following quote from the interview "if you want research money for a particular project and you've been whacking these guys on the one side they're not going to give it to you on the other side."


So much for the University's role of being a body concerned with the independent pursuit and dissemination of knowledge.


Yours, Ralph's Brother.
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1973 - 74 
Whole Earth Supplements


Following the success of the First New Zealand Whole Earth Catalogue, the publishers and editors are preparing three supplements for publication within the next six to eight months. The presentation will be much the same, and contributions are requested. All contributions will be acknowledged and considered, and will be paid for in free copies of the supplements. Intending contributors should write to the supplement editor concerned:



Tools & Material, Moving Around, Gardening—Bill Gruar, RD 4, Wellsford. 
Communications, Survival, Learning, Organisation, Ways of Life — Denis List, 18 Amritsar Street, Wellington 4. 
Everything Absolutely Else — 'Owen Wilkes, "Gricklegrass", RD, Oxford, Canterbury.
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[image: MALAYSIAN STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION MALAM MALAYSIA MALAYSIAN CULTURAL EXHIBITION TIME: August 14, 1973. 1pm — 12pm. PLACE: Union Hall (top floor) Victoria University, Wellington. THINGS TO SEE: An exciting display of Malaysian artifacts and goods! A demonstration of Malaysian dances! Others: Malaysian food, films, etc! A small charge of 20 cents for entry to cover part of our overall expenses (Children free) is necessary. ALL VERY WELCOME]




[image: THE FORECAST IS FINE FOR A CAREER IN METEOROLOGY METEOROLOGISTS Full training is given mathematics and/or physics University graduates. METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVERS Interesting work for young men and women. Full training given. Minimum education is School Certificate but UE is preferred. STUDY AWARDS These are available to enable suitably qualified school-leavers or students with part degrees to complete University studies. The Director N.Z. Meteorological Service, Information please on - P.O. Box 722, Meteorologists WELLINGTON Meteorological Observers Study Awards Name Address]




[image: H. W. MOSS LTD WHOLE SALE WINE AND SPIRIT MERHANTS 89 THORNDON QUAY OPEN SATURDAYS Phone: 70-639]




[image: Money... when you haven't got much of it now you handle it counts Maybe John Macfarlane of the BNZ can help you to sort it out. John understands the son of min-spting financial problems students face. He can explain BNZ services like cheque and savings accounts, travellers cheques and so on, as well as specific BNZ services a lot of students have found useful. 1. BNZ Education Loans Short term to tide you over or for several years. These loans are personally tailored to fit your needs 2. BNZ Consulting Service Free, helpful, financial advice from people who understand money and how it works Call at the BNZ on-campus agency and fix up a time for a chat with John Macfarlane or phone him direct at BNZ Wellington Branch, Cnr Lambton and Customhouse Quays. Phone 44-070 Ex. 823. Bank of New Zealand The only trading bank wholly owned by the people of New Zealand.]
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From The Courts To The People



By Cheryl Dimond






[image: Drawing of men working outside]

"There's some thing over there we wouldn't have here at any price" — Joe Walding on his return from China.




What happens when a person commits an offence in China? On our first night in Shanghai a group of the New Zealand delegation decided to go for a walk along the waterfront. Being foreigners we immediately aroused the curiosity of the other people along the street and we attempted some clumsy phrases in Chinese about who we were and where we were from. A crowd of 30 or 40 people gathered around interested in talking with us. Only minutes later an argument developed among some of the crowd which ended up in a furious debate and semi-boxing match.


One of our translators told us that one or two people had asked the crowd to move along and stop staring at us as they thought it was a rude and embarrassing reaction to-foreign guests. We stayed around to watch how the dispute would be solved. The boxing match ended at the persuasion of the rest of the crowd and a furious debate began about the rights and wrongs of the case. This lasted for about ten minutes until the people must have reached agreement, as they went about their business quite satisfied.


On further investigation we found that this was a typical method of dealing with disputes among individuals or groups of people over small issues such as these; the rights and wrongs of the situation being worked to a satisfactory conclusion by the people involved.







Police


The police system does not exist in China as it does in countries like New Zealand. To quote one of the people on the street; "We have the people's police. There is a fundamental difference in the police force before and after liberation; today's police are elected by the ordinary workers, to serve the people, and are feared only by those who work against the majority of the people's interests."


The police work in Government organisations and public security organisations and there is a distinct division of labour among various groups. The traffic police control the movement of traffic in the city but as in the case described before many small offences are dealt with by the people involved. Another body of police is responsible for the maintenance of social order, The Census Police are in charge of carrying out a regular census of the population and other census for administrative purposes, and work for Public Security.


Workers, peasants and soldiers decide who has the qualities to make a suitable policeman. When the Public Security staff are selected, the Administrative officials make an investigation among the people in their area on their opinions as to who would be a good candidate, and make their decision on these suggestions.







Court System


If disputes cannot be solved among the people then there is a judicial court system available. To find out the actual structure of the court system and how it operates we had a discussion with a lecturer in law at Peking University. To quote his words: "After the founding of the People's Republic of China we smashed the old state machine and instituted a new socialist state machine. The old state machine and judicial system of the Kuomintang was used to oppress the working people and serve the few members of the ruling class, i.e., the landlords."


The first National Congress convened in 1954 established the first formal constitution of the People's Republic of China and made public the new judicial system.


It was made clear to us that the judicial system had clear class origins, and that the new laws were designed to protect the masses, the working class. "Courts in our country suppress only small numbers of persons who are enemies to the principle aim of the majority, that of building socialism in China."


The judicial system relies on the judgement of the people as a whole, who are consulted when someone is charged with an offence which cannot be resolved out of court.


How is the theory or principle of relying on the mass decision put into practice?







Magistrates


Once an offence is before the court, the Magistrate and his assistants go out to the accused's place of work, in the factories or the fields. The production team with whom the accused works are advised of the matter and suggest ways of dealing with the problem, and give their opinions of the person's attitude to work and to his comrades in his day to day life. The Magistrate (a part-time official who spends the rest of his time engaged in production like everyone else,) takes down in writing these comments and will assess the person on the basis of these comments in relation to the standing laws. This is how all decisions are arrived at. In order to allow the legal affairs to be run by the people, it was necessary to provide the social facilities for this participation, and this is how the legal system has evolved to deal with this.


Obviously the fact that Magistrates are only part-time means one of two things—either there are large numbers of Magistrates or relatively few crimes are committed. What it does mean is that most petty crimes are dealt with at local level by the people and never actually get to court.


There are very few crimes of violence or assault. Murderers, spies and those convicted political crimes such as treason and spying are those who receive penal sentences.


If the accused is found guilty and still feels wronged he has the right to appeal for retrial at a higher court, at Municipal or National level. At all levels, including the Supreme People's Court at National level the procedure has to follow the regulations laid down in the first constitution. There must be an open trial combined with people's assessment. In relation to the plea system the defendant has the right to defend himself, and the second trial is the final decision.







Personal Circumstances


A most impressive feature of China's judicial system is that defendants have the right to demand hearing and court procedures to be carried out in their own language, especially if they speak one of the minority languages.


The idea embodied in relying on the masses is a distinctive feature of the judicial system, especially as it is put into practice and seems very successful. This contradicts the idea that the only person capable of deciding a defendant's case is a specialist in a courtroom, even if he is divorced from the working people most of the time. The Chinese situation allows for a much more personal consideration for personal and specific circumstances to be taken into account in the decisions made and the reasons people commit crimes are considered. It is considered very important that the Magistrate is not divorced from the ordinary people's daily situation and ideology and therefore he has to be involved in production for the two or three days in which he is not dealing with court procedures.







Re—education


Re-education and reform through productive labour and working with other people is the key to the way in which the Chinese people deal with criminals. They believe that wrongdoers can be re-educated in socialist values through experience of productive labour and political education. Most of the people found guilty after trial go to work in fields or factories in production units and have at least two hours a day of political study on the works of the great socialist writers.







Prisons


Questions on the life in prisons and the success of the re-education programme followed our discussion. We found out that any of the of the inhumane activities such as the torture and beating carried out in prisons during the feudal era are now absolutely prohibited and strict checks are made to observe this. In the 20 years since the liberation of China this system has proved very successful with many prisoners transformed from bad to good by relying on themselves and their comrades.


One example cited was to them a typical example of the ruling class oppressors of the feudal era. Pu Yi was the leader of the exploiting class, the last Emperor of the Ching dynasty and had been living a parasitic existence off the sweat and toil of the peasants who worked his land. He refused to give up his property and was sentenced to imprisonment. At this time he had no experience at all in physical labour and could not even make himself a cup of tea. Through engaging in production in the fields and political study he learned that it was a good feeling to serve the people and did some very valuable work for his commune. Pu Yi was one of the most tyrannical and cruel rulers in the feudal era and yet he was not shot as many propagandarists say was the fate of such people. Pu Yi eventually ended up working in the National Historical Library adding much to the material known about that era. He died two years ago of old age.







Death Penalty


The death penalty still exists in China but the firm policy of the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party is to have this phased out, but it is a decision that must be made by the people. This penalty is seldom enforced, but we heard of a case which happened two-years-ago. A prisoner working on the agricultural commune refused all attempts at re-education and resorted to killing one of the senior cadres and his wife and child. He butchered them with a scythe and aroused the fury of the people in the area who had deep respect for the cadre. They demanded that the rogue be sentenced to death and he was shot. This was a decision made by the masses although it is still the wish of the Central Committee that this penalty be abolished.


The Chinese have a two year lapse between sentence and execution in the case of the death penalty to give the convicted' man a chance to rehabilitate himself. If during the course of two years of study groups and labour he shows himself to have a change of attitude he will be rehabilitated into society with a new start.
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"There's some thing over there we wouldn't have here at any price" — Joe Walding on his return from China.




What happens when a person commits an offence in China? On our first night in Shanghai a group of the New Zealand delegation decided to go for a walk along the waterfront. Being foreigners we immediately aroused the curiosity of the other people along the street and we attempted some clumsy phrases in Chinese about who we were and where we were from. A crowd of 30 or 40 people gathered around interested in talking with us. Only minutes later an argument developed among some of the crowd which ended up in a furious debate and semi-boxing match.


One of our translators told us that one or two people had asked the crowd to move along and stop staring at us as they thought it was a rude and embarrassing reaction to-foreign guests. We stayed around to watch how the dispute would be solved. The boxing match ended at the persuasion of the rest of the crowd and a furious debate began about the rights and wrongs of the case. This lasted for about ten minutes until the people must have reached agreement, as they went about their business quite satisfied.


On further investigation we found that this was a typical method of dealing with disputes among individuals or groups of people over small issues such as these; the rights and wrongs of the situation being worked to a satisfactory conclusion by the people involved.
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The police system does not exist in China as it does in countries like New Zealand. To quote one of the people on the street; "We have the people's police. There is a fundamental difference in the police force before and after liberation; today's police are elected by the ordinary workers, to serve the people, and are feared only by those who work against the majority of the people's interests."


The police work in Government organisations and public security organisations and there is a distinct division of labour among various groups. The traffic police control the movement of traffic in the city but as in the case described before many small offences are dealt with by the people involved. Another body of police is responsible for the maintenance of social order, The Census Police are in charge of carrying out a regular census of the population and other census for administrative purposes, and work for Public Security.


Workers, peasants and soldiers decide who has the qualities to make a suitable policeman. When the Public Security staff are selected, the Administrative officials make an investigation among the people in their area on their opinions as to who would be a good candidate, and make their decision on these suggestions.
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If disputes cannot be solved among the people then there is a judicial court system available. To find out the actual structure of the court system and how it operates we had a discussion with a lecturer in law at Peking University. To quote his words: "After the founding of the People's Republic of China we smashed the old state machine and instituted a new socialist state machine. The old state machine and judicial system of the Kuomintang was used to oppress the working people and serve the few members of the ruling class, i.e., the landlords."


The first National Congress convened in 1954 established the first formal constitution of the People's Republic of China and made public the new judicial system.


It was made clear to us that the judicial system had clear class origins, and that the new laws were designed to protect the masses, the working class. "Courts in our country suppress only small numbers of persons who are enemies to the principle aim of the majority, that of building socialism in China."


The judicial system relies on the judgement of the people as a whole, who are consulted when someone is charged with an offence which cannot be resolved out of court.


How is the theory or principle of relying on the mass decision put into practice?
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Once an offence is before the court, the Magistrate and his assistants go out to the accused's place of work, in the factories or the fields. The production team with whom the accused works are advised of the matter and suggest ways of dealing with the problem, and give their opinions of the person's attitude to work and to his comrades in his day to day life. The Magistrate (a part-time official who spends the rest of his time engaged in production like everyone else,) takes down in writing these comments and will assess the person on the basis of these comments in relation to the standing laws. This is how all decisions are arrived at. In order to allow the legal affairs to be run by the people, it was necessary to provide the social facilities for this participation, and this is how the legal system has evolved to deal with this.


Obviously the fact that Magistrates are only part-time means one of two things—either there are large numbers of Magistrates or relatively few crimes are committed. What it does mean is that most petty crimes are dealt with at local level by the people and never actually get to court.


There are very few crimes of violence or assault. Murderers, spies and those convicted political crimes such as treason and spying are those who receive penal sentences.


If the accused is found guilty and still feels wronged he has the right to appeal for retrial at a higher court, at Municipal or National level. At all levels, including the Supreme People's Court at National level the procedure has to follow the regulations laid down in the first constitution. There must be an open trial combined with people's assessment. In relation to the plea system the defendant has the right to defend himself, and the second trial is the final decision.
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Personal Circumstances


A most impressive feature of China's judicial system is that defendants have the right to demand hearing and court procedures to be carried out in their own language, especially if they speak one of the minority languages.


The idea embodied in relying on the masses is a distinctive feature of the judicial system, especially as it is put into practice and seems very successful. This contradicts the idea that the only person capable of deciding a defendant's case is a specialist in a courtroom, even if he is divorced from the working people most of the time. The Chinese situation allows for a much more personal consideration for personal and specific circumstances to be taken into account in the decisions made and the reasons people commit crimes are considered. It is considered very important that the Magistrate is not divorced from the ordinary people's daily situation and ideology and therefore he has to be involved in production for the two or three days in which he is not dealing with court procedures.
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Re-education and reform through productive labour and working with other people is the key to the way in which the Chinese people deal with criminals. They believe that wrongdoers can be re-educated in socialist values through experience of productive labour and political education. Most of the people found guilty after trial go to work in fields or factories in production units and have at least two hours a day of political study on the works of the great socialist writers.
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Questions on the life in prisons and the success of the re-education programme followed our discussion. We found out that any of the of the inhumane activities such as the torture and beating carried out in prisons during the feudal era are now absolutely prohibited and strict checks are made to observe this. In the 20 years since the liberation of China this system has proved very successful with many prisoners transformed from bad to good by relying on themselves and their comrades.


One example cited was to them a typical example of the ruling class oppressors of the feudal era. Pu Yi was the leader of the exploiting class, the last Emperor of the Ching dynasty and had been living a parasitic existence off the sweat and toil of the peasants who worked his land. He refused to give up his property and was sentenced to imprisonment. At this time he had no experience at all in physical labour and could not even make himself a cup of tea. Through engaging in production in the fields and political study he learned that it was a good feeling to serve the people and did some very valuable work for his commune. Pu Yi was one of the most tyrannical and cruel rulers in the feudal era and yet he was not shot as many propagandarists say was the fate of such people. Pu Yi eventually ended up working in the National Historical Library adding much to the material known about that era. He died two years ago of old age.
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The death penalty still exists in China but the firm policy of the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party is to have this phased out, but it is a decision that must be made by the people. This penalty is seldom enforced, but we heard of a case which happened two-years-ago. A prisoner working on the agricultural commune refused all attempts at re-education and resorted to killing one of the senior cadres and his wife and child. He butchered them with a scythe and aroused the fury of the people in the area who had deep respect for the cadre. They demanded that the rogue be sentenced to death and he was shot. This was a decision made by the masses although it is still the wish of the Central Committee that this penalty be abolished.


The Chinese have a two year lapse between sentence and execution in the case of the death penalty to give the convicted' man a chance to rehabilitate himself. If during the course of two years of study groups and labour he shows himself to have a change of attitude he will be rehabilitated into society with a new start.





