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A 
Special General Meeting of the Victoria University Students' Association will be held in two weeks' time to consider motions laid before it by the Anti-Racialist Action Committee.


At an informal meeting held on Sunday, interested students formulated seven motions to be presented at the SGM.


They included two amendments to the constitution of the Students' Assocition.


These were:—


• 

That in line with NZUSA policy on international sport, it be obligatory for all affiliated sporting clubs in their public statements and in their participation in policy-making in the national sporting bodies to which they are affiliated, to state this policy and effectively promote it.


• 

That any sports clubs affiliated to VUWSA which has a member or members who compete in any racially-based sport must expel this member or members and that the penalty for not expelling such members be disaffiliation of the club concerned from VUWSA.


The first amendment will be moved by Owen Gager, president of the Spartacist Club, and the second by George Fyson of the Socialist Club.


A further motion will be moved by Paul Callaghan:


• 

That the Students' Association direct the VUW Athletics Club to make representations through the Wellington Centre of the NZ AAA that all sporting contact with South Africa should cease, and that the NZAAA request the International Athletics Federation to disaffiliate the official white South African body.


Owen Gager will move:


• 

That the Students' Association urge the Government that all restrictions on Fijian immigration into New Zealand be removed.


There are also three motions dealing with the awarding of an honorary degree (LL.D) to the Chief Justice, Sir Richard Wild.


Mr. David Williams will move:


• 

That the VUWSA condemns the awarding of an honorary degree to Sir Richard Wild in view of his statements condoning the legal racial discrimination practised in South Africa.
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Walk-out Wanted


Mr. Bill Logan, president of the National Party Club, will move that the VUWSA Executive, as representatives of the Students' Association, be directed to walk out of the capping ceremony during the capping of Sir Richard Wild.


He will also move that "VUWSA Executive instruct its representatives on Student Union Management Committee to ensure that Sir Richard Wild is refused entry to the Student Union Building at all times.
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Vietnam war contract?


A 
Substantial contract has been let to a Christchurch-based foundry for the manufacture of "smoke bombs" for the United States.


A news item in the 
Press near the end of March alleged that Anderson's were manufacturing 1,500,000 iron bomb casings to be used for "practice purposes" by the American Air Force.


This is only part of a 5,000,000 casing order, the balance of which has been let to an unknown firm or firms elsewhere, according to Canta, the Canterbury University Students' newspaper.


Two special core blasting machines have been imported to facilitate the manufacture of these items, and 10,000 a week are being produced by 30 men working around the clock.


The completed casings about the size of a tennis ball (see photo) have a screw-in detonator cap and weigh about a pound each.


Spokesmen for the firm concerned told Canta that the casings will contain a non-toxic, non-harmful gas.


The Canta article asks however; "why has such an apparently innocuous contract been let so far from home."


Apart from the transportation costs which, an editorial argues, must be arbsorbed by the American military, they "must incur a higher individual cost for each bomb manufactured."


The alternative, Canta suggests, is that this contract is a "sharing around of the good things of life to be accrued from the Vietnam war and military alliances generally."


A stop press item in the paper quotes the U.S. weekly newspaper 
Guardian as describing one of the armaments being manufactured by American firms as a "guava bomb".


"It is a variety of cluster bomb that has been responsible for over 80% of civilian casualties in Vietnam.


"The bomb is 'about the size of a baseball and about a pound in weight'.


"The casing is annealled to prevent it fracturing upon impact.


"It has a detonator cap and is packed with high explosive and small spiked metal balls.


"It will effectively destroy life up to one hundred yards from point of detonation."




[image: • The "smoke bomb" at present being produced at Anderson's foundry.]
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The "smoke bomb" at present being produced at Anderson's foundry.
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A 
Visiting team of United States military experts on the Omega Navigational system arrives today to hold talks with the Government.



The team will leave on Thursday.



Members of the Socialist and Sparticist's Clubs and other individuals will be demonstrating against the installation of Omega tomorrow at midday at Parliament Grounds.



It is official Students' Association policy to oppose the installation of an Omega base in New Zealand.



"It is important that these representatives leave with the impression that there are some groups in NZ opposed to the installation of the Omega system in NZ", said a spokesman for the clubs concerned yesterday.
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Today is Open Day.



"Open Day provides", in the words of the President of the Students Association Gerard Curry, an opportunity to see students engaged in their many activities — academic, cultural and sporting.


If visitors are 
really interested in observing students engaged in these delightful pursuits, they can do no better than extract the proverbial dollar, hand it into the Students Association Office or the Salient Office and they will receive 25 issues of their favourite newspaper, which in fact they are reading at the moment.


Today, you may notice, we are printing a justification of censorship by no less a distinguished personage as Mr Stuart Perry.


Mr Perry has been a member of the Indecent Publications Board since is inception.


He has also written a book on its activities.


There could be few more appropriate persons to write that article in the country.


And he writes for 
Salient.


Which just goes to show what a good fellow is Stuart Perry.


But that's not all.


No-one else printed the full text of Mr Muldoon's Curious Cove speech on the University and the economy, now an eagerly sought after script.


No-one else runs such authoritative, responsible and stimulating copy as 
Salient, be it features, reviews or just plain keeping you informed.


The presentation is so sophisticated too.


A dollar a year, posted weekly.


The mind boggles.
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Opinion

 
Politics of marijuana



What gives for 1969?


Owen Gager


The Labour Party Conference previewed by 
Owen Gager, English honours student.




[image: Owen Gager]



Vietnam, South Africa, Rhodesia, marijuana and contraceptives are out. Homosexuality, radical psychiatry, secondary schools associations and 18-year-old voting and drinking are in.


That's the Labour image for the '69 election as it emerges from the Labour Party conference remit paper. Remits, not only on foreign policy matters like Vietnam, and "social" issues, like the legalisation of marijuana, but on the nationalisation of freezing works, the replacement of social security benefits by a guaranteed wage and greater government employment of artists, designers, writers and composers have all been censored out of the remit paper.


At the same time, on on conceivable system, what one would imagine to be equally contentious remits, on homosexuality and psychiatric reform have been left on the agenda, Censorship and stupidity. It is a predictable combination for the present Labour hierarchy.


If last year's Labour conference recalled the Soviet Communist Party under Stalin with its eulogies of Big Norm's sparkling personality, this conference is already so managed and manipulated by its organisers that the comparison may be with the 1968 Chicago Democratic convention.


Not that there will be a performance by the local equivalent of Mayor Daley's cops, but the results of the conference will be predetermined and organised with precision.


Big Norm will again be eulogised.


The Party will unite to throw National trimphantly from the Treasury benches. To facilitate unity, student branches and unions will find it hard to even get the floor.


Could the whole strategy misfire? If anybody wants to talk about Vietnam and the All Black tour, and a lot of people want to, they could do what most of the Labour Youth Conference wanted to do last year and walk out if these matters can't be talked about. (Youth Conference rapporteur Mike Hirschfeld was supposed to tell the Conference this last year; he didn't, and now has 12 nominations for the position of Wellington representative on national executive.) But the only way is coercion, and youth branches, who, have authored most of the few good remits that the hierarchy has allowed on the remit paper may try it. The Two Norms would be wise to send a Man to the Youth Conference; a threat that those who speak out will be directly responsible for a Labour election defeat always shuts Labour party members up.


In fact, the Labour "left", apart from the youth conference has made a deal with the right against a centrist executive—'left-winger' Rowling and extreme right-winger May will combine against the official candidate Douglas for the presidency. This is 'realistic' Labour politics—getting a 'leftist' into power by an alliance with the extreme right. At this level, all the issues can be kept underground, reduced to the usual sleazy personalities which dominate Labour politics.


This conference will be designed to win an election, not to promote rank and file discussion. Unfortunately, this aim has already been made so obvious, the conference could hurt Labour rather than help it. Labour cannot afford a too public exercise in suppression of discussion; but if there is any opposition to the running of conference, the hierachy has now committed itself so much to the ideal of a managed conference that it has no alternative to suppression.


Organisations censor the symbols of their own identity: is Labour's objection to the anisation which functions like a political contraceptive will slowly turn its politics into a marijuana-substitute?
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Noshingrog by Tums




A guide to eating and drinking in Wellington




Tournament Diary





Thursday Eve:


Loaded with comfort down to the boat only to find it isn't there. Meet up with friend (female) and head for the Thistle Inn. Choked with atmosphere. Try to excuse myself past an eighteen stone coloured friend to get a double whisky and come within an inch of being knifed for my trouble. Coloured friend enquires if I like Maoris. I do. Rozzers arrive and escort coloured friend to lockup.


Back to the ferry (there this time) and into the bar where surly stewards are pouring seven ounce glass in a marvellously egalitarian way—the froth exceeds, but only just, the beer. The lads start getting toey. Glance out the window and observe we 
still haven't left port. Four cops and a dog get on board. Noise subsides. Unruly persons (27) are placed in brig. Rick Lake has his grog confiscated. A most uneventful crossing.







Friday Morning:


Fantastic Ilam buildings; especially Studass. Tournament HQ efficiently manned by inefficient people. Pass off my billet to some tearful 12 year old rowing cox who hasn't got one and go to NZUSU to argue whether a 73 year old greatgrandfather completing a thesis on the food possibilities in dung, but only spending 8¼ hours in the pub on Wednesdays, is eligible to marry a 21 year old Bantu volleyball player whose scholarship pays her Students' Association fees.







Friday Afternoon:


Go to watch surfing. Surfing isn't on. Surfing is never on when I want to see it because of an on permanent wave wind, or boondogles, or something. Go out to Lincoln. Charming mixture of old and new buildings. Christchurch architects please head north. Rub up the billeting man the wrong way and get put in the cricket pavilion for the modest sum of $7.00.







Friday Eve:


Dinner at Lincoln. Idly wonder why the rest of the diners look like Belsen survivors, but cease to wonder after meal. At least I think it was. As if by way of compensation there is a marvellous little campus bar. Drink. Dance. Move in on friend (female), Miss out. The cricket pavilion is bloody cold.







Saturday Morning:


Wake up. Somebody is shaking me asking if I will umpire a cricket match between Lincoln and Massey. I will. Appalling. Eat lunch. Appalling. Watch some poor wretch being led away for trying to get a second course. Back to Ilam to see athletics. Nothing startling. Go over the road and watch great cricket match between Vic and Canterbury. Canterbury win off last ball of the day. Full marks to Goat Gowland for bowling on the sticks.







Saturday Eve:


The Drinking Horn. Caledonian is packed, spillage high, organisation non-existent. Breakages commence. Horn is called off for the first time in its history. Black marks. Canterbury. Meet senior member of Vic executive. He has been drinking in the Horn. He is drunk. Off to the Drench (euphemistically called a Rigger Strings). Marvellous. There is a big difference between an organised shambles and an unorganised one. Fights break out. Leave to take in the Tournament Hop. Senior member of Vic Exec is now leading a community sing. The audience is unresponsive, if not dead. We liven the place up some. Watch idly amused as senior member of Vic Exec converts bicycle and pedals off to Lincoln.


Go back to Lincoln and have a few nightcaps. Move in on friend (female) again. Miss out again. Must be losing my touch.







Sunday Morning:


Sit in on NZUSA meeting. It is very hard to work out precisely what is being discussed, but I think it is whether touring NZU Student Union Caretakers should wear a polka dot orange hooped ones Two hours of discussion. It's hoops unanimously. Tough shit. Old Boys.


Senior member of Vic Exec arrives. He does look well. Oother Vic delegate (the compassionate wee thing) passes note to Otago delegate, a doctor. Note reads: "(Senior Delegate] has an eye infection. Really." It looks like a massive hangover to me, and I am gratified to see the reply from the worthy doctor: "Rx dog urine." Senior delegate collapses. He wasn't joking after all.







Monday And Tuesday:


Drunken nights and hazy days, Sorry, editor, that my copy wasn't in earlier. It has taken a week to dry out. (Me, not the copy.)
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Go to watch surfing. Surfing isn't on. Surfing is never on when I want to see it because of an on permanent wave wind, or boondogles, or something. Go out to Lincoln. Charming mixture of old and new buildings. Christchurch architects please head north. Rub up the billeting man the wrong way and get put in the cricket pavilion for the modest sum of $7.00.
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Sit in on NZUSA meeting. It is very hard to work out precisely what is being discussed, but I think it is whether touring NZU Student Union Caretakers should wear a polka dot orange hooped ones Two hours of discussion. It's hoops unanimously. Tough shit. Old Boys.


Senior member of Vic Exec arrives. He does look well. Oother Vic delegate (the compassionate wee thing) passes note to Otago delegate, a doctor. Note reads: "(Senior Delegate] has an eye infection. Really." It looks like a massive hangover to me, and I am gratified to see the reply from the worthy doctor: "Rx dog urine." Senior delegate collapses. He wasn't joking after all.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University of Wellington Students' Newspaper. Vol. 32, No. 6. 1969.

Monday And Tuesday:





Monday And Tuesday:


Drunken nights and hazy days, Sorry, editor, that my copy wasn't in earlier. It has taken a week to dry out. (Me, not the copy.)
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The Lincoln delegation with Canterbury President Paul Grocott on extreme left, "Most decisive move ever" said one delegate, but was thwarted when past president Brown returned.





A move by the Lincoln College delegation to dissasociate themselves from all international policy remits failed at Easter Council.


The constitution of NZUSA demands one delegate from each constituent university is essential for a quorum or plenary.


Lincoln's threatened withdrawal from the consideration of international motions would have derived NZ students a joint policy in international affairs.


President of NZUSA. Peter Rosier, tried to effect a compromise by moving that the Council recognise the Lincoln delegation was present only to provide a constitutional quorum, but that is dissasociated itself from all discussions and decisions on international motions.


Lincoln President Peter Topp, and Vice President Roger Payne rejected this compromise and withdrew.


Past-President Nick Brown agreed to Roster's move and a quorum resulted.


Victoria University President Gerard Curry said, "a small band of Lincoln students exercising their constitutional rights are denying 29000 students of New Zealand their constitutional rights."


Mr. Curry also said that while the Lincoln delegates claimed their arguments were ignored at Council they never in fact had any ideas to put forward.
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Bulk buying


The President of NZUSA, Peter Rosier, will investigate the possibilities of bulk buying of goods to sell to students at low prices, following the acceptance of his suggestion to this effect by NZUSA Council.


"NZUSA will deal directly with manufacturers where possible, and will resell through union shops and mail order systems, or both."


A delegate remarked that retailers were very jealous of their right to high markups and would do all they could to cut out students, but he felt that if the market was big enough, bulk orders would make it a viable proposition.


Auckland Vice-President, Mike Law, was sceptical of unions being involved in commercial enterprises.


He envisaged a situation where student associations might need one organisation for running their commercial enterprises, and another for university matters.
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Knock Tour On Head Says Vic President


NZUSA has voted to cut off sporting contacts with South Africa and Rhodesia.


The remit was moved by Auckland, seconded Otago, with Lincoln dissenting.


There was very little discussion on the matter.


Following the passing of the remit it was moved, Auckland/ Robertson "That NZUSA do contact 
Care and other organisations and people concerned with the sport and South Africa issue with a view to establishing an ad hoc body whose sole raison d'etre is the cessation of the 1970 All Black tour."


Speaking in support of the motion the Auckland delegate said that 
Care was a much maligned body, and that the prejudiced public thinks of them as such.


For various reasons he felt that 
Care should not be left to organise opposition by itself.


Apart from the unfavourable public attitude, Auckland felt that 
Care was involved in other things apart from the South African issue, that a purely 
ad hoc body would bring in other people, and that NZUSA was concerned about the matter and wanted to be actively involved.


Mr Gerard Curry, speaking for Victoria, said that VUWSA "strongly supported the motion".


He noted the lack of discussion on the previous Auckland motion and said that it seemed to indicate that an overwhelming majority of N.Z. university students were in favour of the resolution.


However, there had been nothing in the resolution about actually doing anything and for this reason he felt that his second remit should be supported because it suggested some "worthwhile action" to implement NZUSA's attitude.


If the resolution were passed he said, and NZUSA got really involved, then "hopefully we can knock the tour on the head".
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Pressure on Party Planks


An attempt to influence the education policies of the two major political parties by conducting a questionnaire in marginal city electorates throughout the country was described by Peter Rosier, president NZUSA, at Easter Council at Lincoln College.


The education commission passed a motion to this effect, proposed by the Education Vice-President, Charles Draper. The Education Research Officer of N.Z.U.S.A., Lindsay Wright, said that the survey would be carried out during the May vacation by student volunteers. There would also be attempts made by Education committees of individual Students' Associations to get local M.P.'s to to get local M.P.'s, especially candidates. There would also be an attempt to index M.P.'s views and past statements on education for comparison in various electorates.


M.P.'s to speak on education, especially candidates. There would also be an attempt to index M.P.'s views and past statements on education for comparison in various electorates.


The questionnaire is designed to find out what sort of priority the public gives to education, what they feel the Government should be doing, and if they feel enough is being spent on education.


"If education is shown to be of low priority, it will show N.Z.C.E.A. (The New Zealand Combined Educational Association) what has to be done" said Mr Wright.


NZUSA will also approach other members of NZCEA to gain support for a national independently sponsored conference on education in mid-1970.


NZUSA decided to convene a meeting on Friday, May 30, if possible in Wellington, of representatives of bodies supporting the proposal and to draw up an agenda for the meeting detailing planning proposals for the conference.


In discussion in the Education Commission there were questions as to whether or not this should be a conference on the lines of the National Development Conference to bring forth specific proposals, or just be a general conference to bring education into the general spotlight.


The question of whether or not to bring overseas speakers to New Zealand will also have to be discussed.


A complete overhauling of education policy will be undertaken, for publication in the revised NZUSA booklet on education.


For this purpose, the Education Commission drew up a list of topics which need documentation.


The documentation on various topics will be discussed with the Education Committee of the various constituents to decide who is equipped to undertake what.


The topics listed were:


1. University buildings; 2. university libraries; 3. research unit; 4. community and junior colleges (with reference to Labour Party plans); 5. audiovisual aids; 6. the use of the university in summer; 7. the place of Waikato in the university system; 8. postgraduate schools; 9. the structure of graduate and undergraduate bursaries.


Mr Wright emphasized that these should be detailed papers presented by the university undertaking them, and would be the basic policy of NZUSA on which stands could be taken.


A workshop on Queen's birthday weekend will be held for educational personnel with the main purpose of drafting the final form of the NZUSA Education Policy booklet for presentation to Winter Council.


In addition the Education Vice-President will see that all university departments in New Zealand keep an up to date index of current research and opportunities for graduate study at that university, and that the index be made available to all university libraries. This proposal will go forward to the University Grants Committee and other bodies.


• A motion was passed that NZUSA considers that all staff should have available to them student assessment of their teaching.


The Lincoln delegate said this existed already at Lincoln and, in fact, the staff had approached the students to provide this service.


It was decided in the Education Commission that each university should go about this in its own way.


• The Council voted that NZUSA press the Government to provide greater incentive for university staff to work in New Zealand.


In particular, by providing the conditions for a reduction of the teaching load of individual staff members.


The increased staff members, thus made available, the motion said, should be more generously provided with research opportunities and facilities than at present.


These aims can only be achieved by making the salaries and conditions of New Zealand academic staff competitive with those existing in Australia.


• NZUSA considered that student evaluation of course structure and content should be carried out in each university.


• NZUSA considered all students should have available to them before enrolment details of the content and likely manner of presentation of as many courses as possible being offered at N.Z. universities. Chris Livesey of Canterbury said that this information was supposedly dealt with in calendars, but wasn't. The calender contains just a list of the exams and textbooks which usually aren't the ones to be used in the courses anyhow.


"Stuff in the calendar tends to be the same from year to year," he said, "although the course may alter". He wanted to see an outline of what type of course the course would be, the way the lecturer would go about teaching it the way he would assess his students during the year, and the books and materials that would be needed. One way to do this would be to get the various lecturers to write about their course, which was done " at Notre Dame University in America.
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Structural Changes


By David Butcher



A Ministry of Social Welfare to co-ordinate all welfare agencies is one of the structural changes envisaged in the social security system by the Labour Party.


A second change was the removal of psychiatric hospitals from the control of the Department of Health.


These were discussed by Mr W. King, Labour Party spokesman on social security and Dr J. Wall, Labour candidate for Porirua at a Labour Club meeting recently.


Mr King noted NZ spent only 6.8% of its GNP on the provision of social security compared to 35.4% in West Germany and 13% in the Netherlands.


This occurred, said Mr King, because of the lack of guaranteed increase after general wage orders.


"The very first action of a Labour Government will be to move forward by turning the clock back and restore the social security system to its former efficiency", said Dr Wall.


"The system, before its present run down was the most outstanding successful compromise" he said.


"It frees the doctor to treat patients as he sees fit and takes the financial responsibility off the patient", he said.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University of Wellington Students' Newspaper. Vol. 32, No. 6. 1969.

To See Or Not To See







To See Or Not To See
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Hearings before the Indecent Publications Tribunal under the 1963 Act began in 1964, and the operations of the Tribunal constituted under that Act have been under close and even severe scrutiny ever since.




We asked one member of the Tribunal, Stuart Perry, to set down some of his ideas about the necessity for censorship: they appear below.


It is worth a brief look to see why, historically, men have clamped down on freedom of expression. It is because of fear of consequences which might result from the acceptance of unorthodox ideas: this acceptance might be inconvenient to the authorities, civil or ecclesiastical, might seem to constitute a threat to established institutions.


The chief and the priest, often enough, have shared ideas of what is good for the community: not all churches are established by law, but the connection is usually a close one.


In a state of nature, it seems that the children of a primitive community are brought up by the tribe rather than by the parents alone. Economic considerations are not such as to demand monogamous unions, and religious teaching, at this stage not very sophisticated, does not demand monogamy either.


At this early point of development there may well be hunger and neglect, but there appears to be an extraordinary absence of the neurotic and psychotic disorders which plague the members of more advanced society.


Living one's life in a primitive community may be compared with running the length of a football field, carrying a ball to be touched down at the other end, with no opposition.


Living one's life in organised society is more like trying to touch down with fifteen men and a hundred rules in the way. It is a more difficult and hazardous undertaking and one is likely to acquire scars.


These scars are not produced by the simpler but by the more complex operation: they are the results of the additional hazards which are put in, and make the game of football—or of life—more heavily organised.


There is always the player who prefers his own rules to those laid down by the authorities: usually it is not long before he finds himself up against the herd. It is possible to amend the rules, but not by arguing with the referee, or the police for: for obviously that kind of conduct is anti-social; that is, it runs counter to the provisions that society has adopted to keep the wheels of community life turning smoothly.


Protest today is a fashionable pastime carried, in the eyes of some, to tiresome excess. It is always a question how far the protester may properly go in inconveniencing his neighbour through the vocal exercise of his right to persuade.


Protest taken too far in the wrong direction may be anti-social and infringe the right of one's neighbour to be left alone; but the right to persuade is the cornerstone of democracy.


Laws which forbid the forcible overthrow of the state are made by common consent for the preservation of the lives and safety of the whole of the community: in a democracy they are justified by the rules of the game. Rules which forbid argument or illustration directed towards peaceable changes in the constitution are thoroughly bad, for they would condemn the community to stagnation and inhibit development. There is always this tendency in extreme conservatism, and some conservatism of this kind usually resides in the government of the day, of whatever party. It is rooted in fear.


Public opinion is not one and indivisible, and it is not static.


In the censorship debate it is possible to Suggest that on balance society seems to require at present considerable freedom of adult access to literature; but as far as it has been articulate public opinion appears still to demand, on balance, a fair measure of protection of the young.


Many who in a state of nature, or starting from scratch, would find censorship unnecessary and even in today's conditions find it irksome cannot forget the contention that pornography and censorship on moral grounds normally co-exist: one is not usually found without the other.


But we do not live in a state of nature, and We are not starting from scratch. Comparing the two forces in the community Mr Justice Stable says:


'At the extreme you get the conception, I venture to think, of the mediaeval church, that sex is sin: that the whole thing is dirty; that it was a mistake from beginning to end (and, if it was, it was the great Creator of life who made the mistake, and not you or I); that the less that is said about this wholly distasteful topic the better: let it be covered up and let us pretend that it does not exist. . . . I suppose the high tide was obtained in the Victorian era, possibly as a reaction against the coarseness of the Georges and the rather libertine attitude of the Regency, when I understand that in some houses legs of tables were actually draped, and rather stricter females never referred as such to gentleman's legs, but called them their "understandings".'


-R. V. Martin Seeker & Warburg. 11954] All


E. R. . 683.


With such an attitude more or less generally accepted in the fairly recent past it is scarcely surprising that liberalisation has come accompanied by feelings of misgiving and guilt. Society has not been able to build up a single coherent attitude towards sex in life or in literature: even in the debates on the Bill which became the Indecent Publications Act l963 it was apparent that the community was sharply divided: it has been abundantly plain since.


No one in the search for truth is so wise that he can lay down absolute rules for his community: perhaps no individual should be so arrogant as to attempt it. It is for the community itself, through the best machinery it has been able to devise—Parliament, operating in the glare of articulate public opinion —to debate and decide whether there shall be any censorship.


What in fact we have in New Zealand is the result of many forces. It is imperfect of course; and equally of course abuses may stem from it. But it may very well be that the passage of this Act was about the longest step that society could sensibly have taken at that time towards an ultimately more satisfactory practice. It is not impossible that the sudden withdrawal of censorship from a community accustomed to a fair measure of it might have proved unhealthily disturbing and far too extreme.


It is easy enough for some of us to be dogmatically sure that books do not corrupt but have simply a cathartic effect: others are equally sure that books do corrupt and there is a legal assumption to this effect that has been approved by British courts since 1868. We do not know, but we can surely accept that the Act which requires that likelihood of corruption should be taken into account is 
in these circumstances, not departing from good sense or responsible regard for the public interest. Likelihood is a hard thing to assess but the attempt must be made. Ex-President Johnson's recently-appointed commission may come up with the answers: but we do not have them yet.


It is possible that a wide open society would be a healthier society. Scandinavian experiments may point the way or provide a warning—we do not know yet.


The social process moves slowly and it is a good thing that it does. Society works better when it is not being sharply dislocated.


It has been said that pornography and the demand for it will never decline through repressive measures taken to prevent its circulation. It is true, too, that removal of restrictions is likely 
in time to result in a diminution of prurient interest. Yet would it not be irresponsible for a legislature serving a divided community to take all restrictions away at once and to risk any and all untoward results of the chaotic period which would inevitably and immediately follow?


If any one were so ingenuous as to imagine that when a book is cleared by the local Tribunal it just quietly goes on sale, then he is not keeping his eyes open. Justice must be seen to be done and only grave reasons would justify suppression of publication of what is done by the Tribunal—but once the news comes out that a book is exonerated one has only to walk down the street to see copies prominently displayed. Because it has been put up for consideration is obtains additional publicity. We do not work in a vacuum. Restrictions may have been responsible for the development of a market for books designed to exploit youthful susceptibilities for mercenary reasons, and if all restrictions were to cease this market might in time dry up.


Even son a government would require great hardihood and great certainty that the will of the community was really being interpreted if it were to remove restrictions suddenly and to allow a sudden flooding of the market, a sudden filling of the vacuum, with the extremes of deliberate way-out pornography.


Ernest van den Haag in a contribution to 
Encounter—Is Pornography a Cause of Crime? — (
December 1967, pp. 52-56) writes some words which, whether or not one agrees with them, should cause one to pause and think:


'Censorship is no less possible nor less needed than pornography. If we indulge pornography and do not allow censorship to restrict it, our society at best will become ever more coarse, brutal, anxious, indifferent, de-individualised, hedonistic; at worst its ethos will disintegrate altogether.


'The self-restrained and controlled individual may exist and function in an environment which fosters reasonable conduct—but few such individuals will be created, and they will function less well in an environment where they receive little social support, where sadistic acts are openly held up as models and sadistic fantasies are sold to any purchaser. To be sure, a virtuous man will not commit adultery. But a wise wife will avoid situations where the possibility is alluring and the opportunity available. Why must society lead its members into temptation and then punish them when they do what they were templed to do?


That, perhaps, goes further towards protection than many would wish; but enough of it can be accepted to provide a warning to proceed cautiously. If change is to come, let it come at society's own rate, not in response to any doctrinaire demand.


Perhaps we should have no statute but the fact of the matter is that we do have one and that it is there by the will of the majority exercised in due constitutional form. In that statute the, overriding consideration is the public good.


Mr Bevan Burgess' generally admirable article (
Landfall 81, March 1967) which was quoted in 
Rostrum 4, (
September 1967) in an article by Jan Walker entitled "To Deprave and Corrupt" suggests that the Tribunal would not have functioned with so great liberality if it had not been certain of such widespread liberal backing and had so many liberal hatchet-men not been waiting for it to make a mistake. The fact is, of course, that the members of the Tribunal took office in the sick certainty that whatever they did they would be unlikely to please everyone: there can be few issues on which the community is more sharply divided. Most or perhaps all of them were known to have expressed liberal views and it must surely have been obvious to everyone that the very interests which were responsible for the expression of apprehension in and around Parliament would in time become vocal in the community—as they did when the fire in the fern spread from Invercargill to Mairangi. Mr Burgess' suggestion that the Tribunal is all the time trying to keep out of trouble has always seemed to me slightly offensive. A far juster perspective, if more remote from the corridor whisperings of the House of Representatives, would have been given the public by the simple statement that those who accepted office had first to make sure that they accepted the principle of the statute, and then to assure themselves that their administration of their part of it would not set them at odds with their own consciences. That may sound a bit smug and toffee-nosed but it is the simple fact.


It is easy to sympathise with the view that any system of censorship is repugnant and must be illogical: in final and absolute terms this contention may be valid, subject only to the right of any citizen not to have his privacy too seriously invaded, not to be swamped with unsolicited and repugnant annoyances. But I do not think it follows that the present statute is a bad one: I think it is a particularly useful one to serve society until it sloughs off, if it does, the Apollyon-burden of its Victorian heritage. I agree that constant vigilance on the part of the public is an integral part of the process. I do not regard this as society's monitoring and auditing of a bad law, but simply as the logical and necessary and accepted operation of the democratic process of testing and trying to improve a good one


(Stuart Perry has been a member of the Indecent Publications Tribunal from its establishment in 1964)
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Where in the world are we going ?
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In its current February-March issue, 
Focus runs a half-page ad lor subscriptions under the rhetorical question "Jan Palach burned himself For a tree press—would you pay a dollar?" The self-adulatory paragraphs that follow include a quote attributed to Prof. W. H. Oliver, who on 12 July, 1968, apparenttly dubbed 
Focus, "our best journal of opinion". While a journalistic lapse or two might find Prof. Oliver still sticking to his guns—it is almost certain that Jan Palach would burn nothing more serious than the particular issue of "Focus" that ran Part II of a projected three-part "investigation of pornography".


With boy-scout earnestness the article draws-up its manifesto: ". . . we will examine just some of the methods used by the peddlars of what could be called pornographic material . . ." Why the pejorative "peddlers", if any doubt exists as to what 'could be called pornographic".


However the dictionary defines "pornographic", the article itself seems bent on dragging as deep as the net will reach: not content to confine itself to what is printed or filmed, it throws in a bonus bit of instant sociology: "In addition we will reveal how such activities as wife-swapping are arranged through a Directory service." The context here leaves doubt wheher it is the wife-swapping itself that 
Focus deems "pornographic"—or whether the "Directory" falls into that category. Certainly, a privately produced "Directory" is mentioned in the article, but in a later paragraph we are told that people hell-bent on wife-swapping are just as likely to by-pass its depraved columns and deposit their pornographic little swap-ads in a wide range of otherwise innocent publications: "In the course of six months' research, 
Focus traced over sixty such advertisements, from couples spread throughout New Zealand." that's over two ads a week! I bet you never guessed there was pornography to be found in those dull-looking classified columns, eh?


It would seem that all this guff about advertised adultery in suburbia is so much erotic padding, for at no time does 
Focus seek to show a causative link between immoral behaviour and the pornography bit—all those "blue movies", or "books that would automatically be declared indecent by the Tribunal", or the "substantial mail order business in pornographic literature" —that the article purports to be all about.


Purports to be all about, for 
Focus seems undecided whether to get on with the printed filth around us, or merely to take us on a sort of "Town and Around" of New Zealand erotica. Remember the Directory? The one the wife-swappers use (also, by the way, homosexuals and other assorted perverts)? Well, did you know that ". . . a later supplement promotes crutchless panties"? Well, crutchless panties might still belong to the realm of "Pornography in New Zealand", but the following item of information almost certainly doesn't: 
Focus spoke to one man who unsuccessfully attempted to import an electric artificial penis . . . " Interesting? Well perhaps to the Power Board as a yet untapped market For off-peak electricity; but surely the only "pornographic" element about such a machine would be the instructions manual?


If the purpose of pornography is to titilate, then Focus achieves nothing less with its coverage of "blue movies". In case you thought the latter drew their name from the colour of the projection screen, 
Focus sets the record straignt: "Blue Movies are films which concentrate on sexual scenes. They are popular in places like Hong Kong amongst servicemen on leave." Also apparently, among their more libidinous civilian counterparts in places like Wainuiomata—for a few paragraphs on we read that ". . . evidence indicates that there is a New Zealand circuit". Half the trouble seems to be however, that the home audiences, for all their enthusiasm, lack the stomach of the servicemen on leave in . Hong Kong: "One . . . scene showed a woman lying naked on a bed taking part in various perverted activities with two men . . . . that so shocked the audience at this particular showing that some present were actually physically sick." Not, fortunately, the 
Focus reporter, who missed this particular screening though he got the full story hot from the lips of "
Mr. X", Wellington organiser of blue movie shows who, "indeed invited 
Focus's interviewer to attend his next screening." Dare we hope that by the next instalment, Focus's interviewer will have braved nausea to give us a more objective film review.


And after two pages or so of such unrelated fact and anecdote, what conclusions does our "best journal of opinion" come to? ". . . This investigation by Focus into the pornography business, though by no means Complete, has showed that despite considerable legislation the trade is quite active and profitable." Well, we certainly wouldn't conclude it was profitable from reading the article. Take "Mr. X" for instance, the above mentioned impressario of blue movies, who ". . . claims he doesn't make a profit . . . as he charges only enough to recover (the cost of film hire) from among the number attending . . ."


As for the actual New Zealand produdcers of blue movies, it appears that they work under conditions considerably less ideal than those of the National Film Unit—by all accounts they are forced to operate out of ". . . a sleazy basement studio in the Bohemian Parnell of Auckland." Or take the nameless pander who has been at it for over a decade and who, ". . . according to his friends actually produces about 80% of the pornography sold on the New Zealand market." Here, if anywhere, one might say in a case of monopoly capitalism Well, when Focus finally ran him to ground, it was to no luxury lair but merely ". . . a good but not extravagant house in Aucland . . ."


So much then for the market analysis— the economic incentive seems at best doubtful 'raison d'être' for the business. Could there be some hidden psychological motivation? Focus weights-in with a banal suggestion: "There seems to be a certain number of people who need more than Man magazine to titilate them . . ." You've raised a good point there, boss. Otherwise how do you explain all those wife-swappers crutchless pantie manufacturers, basement film studios, not to mention our friend the frustrated artificial-penis importer.


All good, healthy, muck-raking the sort of coverage of the national sex scene we get week-by-week from 
Truth, But 
Truth, for all its prurient prolixity, seldom pretends to be higher journalism. When it "tells it as it is", it does not speak with the voice of "Man" while assuming the editorial stance of the 
New Statesman. It is the journalistic lapse of coming-out-in-dress-suit-with-fly-undone :hat makes the 
Focus assessment of pornography in New Zealand pretentious, "Our best journal of opinion"? St. Jan Palach pray for us!


By Frank Romanovsky










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University of Wellington Students' Newspaper. Vol. 32, No. 6. 1969.

South Vietnam fears Press freedom




South Vietnam fears Press freedom



Indicative of growing apprehension within the Saigon Government, out of fear for its own survival, is its attitude towards the press in Vietnam. Although overt censorship was officially abolished last year—in accordance with the 1967 constitution— the government has maintained control over the vernacular and foreign language dailies by its ever present threat to stop publication (by cutting off its flow of newsprint).


The policy towards the press of the Saigon Government was explained in the October 31 issue of the 
Saigon Daily News, an English-language paper, shut down two weeks later:


"The South Vietnamese constitution adopted last year recognised freedom of the press, but it also gives the government power to licence and suspend newspapers for violating laws on national security, subversion and public decency."


The seventeen papers listed adjacent out of more than 30 in Saigon, came under the arbitrary thumb of the government.






	
NEWSPAPER

	
Date of Suspension

	
Length of Suspension





	
1. 
Sink Vien (Student)

	July

	Permanent





	
2. Song (Life)

	August

	Permanent





	
3. Binh Minn (Early Morning)

	August

	Permanent





	
4. Dong Nai (Deer of the Fields)

	September

	3 days





	5. 
The Saigon Post

	October

	10 days





	
6. Song Moi (New Life)

	October

	Permanent





	
7. Thoi Su Mien Nam (South Viet Nam Events)

	October

	Permanent





	
8. Duoc Nha Nam (Torch)

	October

	Permanent





	
9. Tieng Not Dan Toe (People's Voice)

	October

	3 days





	
10. Tu Do (Freedom)

	October

	8 days





	
11. Chanh Dao (Leading the Way)

	November

	3 days





	
12. Than Dan (Friend of the People)

	November

	Permanent





	
13. Tin Sang (Morning News)

	November

	1 month





	
14. Tien (Forward)

	November

	15 days





	
15. Con Ong(The Bee)

	November

	Permanent





	
16. Saigon Daily News

	November

	3 months





	
17. Thang Tien (Straight ahead)

	November

	1 month






Reason for Suspension as given by Government


Guilty of printing "false peace and pro-Communist articles harmful to the anti-Communist fighting spirit of the Vietnamese people and Armed Forces." 
Sinh Vien claimed the war was not created by the NLF but by the U.S. which it also blamed for the continuation of the war.



Song charged that the U.S. military police had beaten up Vietnamese residents and looted their homes at Cam Ranh. (Group of Lower House Deputies went to Cam Ranh and claimed the report was true). Paper closed by Ministry of Information for hurting U.S./Vietnamese relations.


Was brought by Song publisher, Chu Tu, whose paper. Song, had already been closed. After 
Binh Minh had been taken over by 
Song's publisher its material was, according to an official government source, "presented exactly like 
Song."


Printed a picture of Ho Chi Minh.


Printed coup d'etat rumors and that President Thieu gave orders to military commanders to be on the alert for a coup (this story, carried widely in U.S. papers, was denied by Thieu).


"Distorted" the position of President Thieu accusing him of surrendering to the communists in regards to his possible softening on the bombing halt.


Put forth arguments which could lead the public opinion to misunderstand that the Republic of Vietnam and its Allies rather than the Communists in the North and South are the aggressors."


Accused the Vietnamese government and its Allies of being "warlike, and attempting to undermine peace."


Printed a picture of Ho Chi Minh.


Used "language of the gutter" in criticising Tran Van Huong for spending $21,000 dollars during wartime to send an artistic troupe on a tour of Paris and London.


"Distorted" the meaning of the news in an article on President Thieu's position on the Paris Peace Talks.


Claimed that the government of the Republic of Vietnam has "retarded the Paris Peace Talks."


Praised Mrs. Nguyen Thi Binh, leader of the NLF delegation in Paris.


Showed in an article that it favored a coalition government.


Paper used "inappropriate terms and slang to criticise governmental personnel and other private individuals."


Gave more prominence to a statement of Defense Secretary Clark Clifford, blaming the Saigon Government for holding up peace talks, than a rebuttal by VN Information Minister, Ton That Thien.


Criticised army generals who ted the 1963 overthrow of President Diem.
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Prayer, Prose and Poetry with Trevor James





En Avant And All That


This week [have unfortunately received no comments about last week's poetry-most of which was, I thought, quite terrible. If people actually ad the verse that appears on the literary pages and think my standard too high or narrow then perhaps they will be so kind as to send critism of the verse, that appears so I can publish what they actually think.


This week there is what one young lady (the writer) regards as a short story. For my part I think it no more than the first stage of writing a story. This is the stage of 'emots' where the ideas and feelings are being captured - but it lacks the quality of the finished art form. Most student writing falls lamentably into this category.







The Suicide


The sea and sky were one—sombre murky pitch black, but the lights like propaganda signs broke the peace. Here on the rock she was removed, detached. He was gone. They always left, Moved on, She was used to ii now. They all moved on, A light went out—a couple going to bed? But single beds. Yes, They were probably about fifty, fourty, thirty, twenty? Did it matter? She turned around shutting the thought out. Hut yonder, far away in the dark there were more lights. Those were different lights. These ones represented blood, death— citory? The spray caressed her face. It was a beautiful fae. 'This had been told her many times. But what is beauty? She spun round, A light was on, Someone coming in. Drunk? No, perhaps he was bringing home a surprise, a . . . the light went out—like life, quickly without really having shone at all. The crashing of the sea had soaked her clothes. They clung to her, outlining a perfect body. A desirable body. But beauty and desirability were all they ever say, "It's what's inside that matters"—she shouted—but the lights, the dark, remained aloof, unanswering. The sea was now a lake around her. It was cold but she didn't feel it. She was a warm vibrant being, Sitting up the water Formed little drops. They trickled down her arms as water tails from taps that are supposed to be turned off. Like one she had seen that day in the Station. Somehow they reminded her of life. One couldn't turn it off, with is births and deaths, christenings marriages divorces and funerals. It kept on dripping. Suddenly her desire to turn off the dripping, changed. The death-lights seemed to call her. He suddenly needed her. She stepped into the water. It was ominously cold bringing her to her senses. Tomorrow would he just another today. It wouldn't he different. Why should tomorrow offer something new. Miracles don't happen. A leopard doesn't change its spots. The words whirled around inside like washing on a line. It was another illusion. Just one more to add to the collection. She laid back. The water was around her now like a blanket and with a pitiful sigh she cuddled into it. Tomorrow brought change. The sky was a cloudy grey, The lights ceased to exist. Instead, one could see houses, trees, all soils of interesting tilings between sky and sea, while law away a missile carrier was slowly having the harbour. And the sea, now a glassy blue lapped gently—content. One more person had realised that it and it alone could show true appreciation. The rock was hare.


M.D.







Lament from a Reader of "Salient" to the Literary Editor




How canst thou still endure (pray is't from apathy or fear?)



This mockery of poetry' graced not with form nor rhyme,



Amorphous crass absurdity, all meaningless and queer;



O foolish Ed, why bother? Dost thou waste thy precious time?



Inform me, dost thou think they're Esoteric, who thus write?



Sophisticated, avant-garde, with high-developed mind?



Dost thou see sensitivity and Intellectual Height?



(Or art thou, too, an 'arty' sham—the self-deluded kind?)



Think'st thou that men with such 'poetic' gifts surpass the need



To exercise some discipline, lest they might quench them dead?



Lest thou shouldst print mere doggerel, hast thou retrenched indeed,



So much that now thou publishest mere gobblegook instead?



May one less gifted philistine put forth an humble plea



For greater artistry in style; in thought a mere rebirth?



For poetry of finer taste and less obscurity,



The better to communicate ideas of solid worth?



J.C.B.
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En Avant And All That


This week [have unfortunately received no comments about last week's poetry-most of which was, I thought, quite terrible. If people actually ad the verse that appears on the literary pages and think my standard too high or narrow then perhaps they will be so kind as to send critism of the verse, that appears so I can publish what they actually think.


This week there is what one young lady (the writer) regards as a short story. For my part I think it no more than the first stage of writing a story. This is the stage of 'emots' where the ideas and feelings are being captured - but it lacks the quality of the finished art form. Most student writing falls lamentably into this category.
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The sea and sky were one—sombre murky pitch black, but the lights like propaganda signs broke the peace. Here on the rock she was removed, detached. He was gone. They always left, Moved on, She was used to ii now. They all moved on, A light went out—a couple going to bed? But single beds. Yes, They were probably about fifty, fourty, thirty, twenty? Did it matter? She turned around shutting the thought out. Hut yonder, far away in the dark there were more lights. Those were different lights. These ones represented blood, death— citory? The spray caressed her face. It was a beautiful fae. 'This had been told her many times. But what is beauty? She spun round, A light was on, Someone coming in. Drunk? No, perhaps he was bringing home a surprise, a . . . the light went out—like life, quickly without really having shone at all. The crashing of the sea had soaked her clothes. They clung to her, outlining a perfect body. A desirable body. But beauty and desirability were all they ever say, "It's what's inside that matters"—she shouted—but the lights, the dark, remained aloof, unanswering. The sea was now a lake around her. It was cold but she didn't feel it. She was a warm vibrant being, Sitting up the water Formed little drops. They trickled down her arms as water tails from taps that are supposed to be turned off. Like one she had seen that day in the Station. Somehow they reminded her of life. One couldn't turn it off, with is births and deaths, christenings marriages divorces and funerals. It kept on dripping. Suddenly her desire to turn off the dripping, changed. The death-lights seemed to call her. He suddenly needed her. She stepped into the water. It was ominously cold bringing her to her senses. Tomorrow would he just another today. It wouldn't he different. Why should tomorrow offer something new. Miracles don't happen. A leopard doesn't change its spots. The words whirled around inside like washing on a line. It was another illusion. Just one more to add to the collection. She laid back. The water was around her now like a blanket and with a pitiful sigh she cuddled into it. Tomorrow brought change. The sky was a cloudy grey, The lights ceased to exist. Instead, one could see houses, trees, all soils of interesting tilings between sky and sea, while law away a missile carrier was slowly having the harbour. And the sea, now a glassy blue lapped gently—content. One more person had realised that it and it alone could show true appreciation. The rock was hare.


M.D.
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Lament from a Reader of "Salient" to the Literary Editor




How canst thou still endure (pray is't from apathy or fear?)



This mockery of poetry' graced not with form nor rhyme,



Amorphous crass absurdity, all meaningless and queer;



O foolish Ed, why bother? Dost thou waste thy precious time?



Inform me, dost thou think they're Esoteric, who thus write?



Sophisticated, avant-garde, with high-developed mind?



Dost thou see sensitivity and Intellectual Height?



(Or art thou, too, an 'arty' sham—the self-deluded kind?)



Think'st thou that men with such 'poetic' gifts surpass the need



To exercise some discipline, lest they might quench them dead?



Lest thou shouldst print mere doggerel, hast thou retrenched indeed,



So much that now thou publishest mere gobblegook instead?



May one less gifted philistine put forth an humble plea



For greater artistry in style; in thought a mere rebirth?



For poetry of finer taste and less obscurity,



The better to communicate ideas of solid worth?



J.C.B.
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The Elegant Barbarian



Allan Graham



A Volume of Poems by Neil Wright
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Neil Wright





The parts of Neil Wright's apparently endless epic continue to drop like horse-feathers from the Pegasus Press. The latest. 
The Elegant Barbarian is volume seven comprising books 19 to 21. A strange title since the verse is neither elegant nor barbarous, but the reference is probably another blow at the bloodied head of mankind rather in the spirit of 
The Naked Ape.


Meanwhile the epic awaits a clue to its resolution or a key volume which could show that these pieces are not just hairs of Wright's over-conscious thought contrived into rhyme laced with erudite references, but parts of a whole pelt of suitably heroic proportions. Avoiding the pun (something Wright never manages to do) it could be said that a writer can choose or manipulate any form he wishes, to say what he has to say, but in this case the reader has been told that despite appearances, in the end, Wright will be shown to be right. We who have read earlier volumes are waiting.


Taking the poems as they are, the archaic diction is merely archaic, not ironic or even quaint, and the "voice" comes through better when he dispenses with it. He is at his best in a Chaucerian style of tale-telling where he relies more on word order than word revival to set the time. Usually the stories make their point in a neat twist over the final few stanzas. Not that any allegorical meaning is made clear. But you have the impression that someone or some institution or some element of Wright's own personality is being got at. The best of the present collection is 
A Matter of Life and Death, in which the watcher over death has his face spited by the loss of nose and ears. This is followed by an interesting variation in an old yarn about a drunk 
In a Cemetery.


When Wright is brief it is usually to play tricky games with sound and meaning in a way which is smart rather than clever, while in anything over half a dozen lines he becomes not as he says "over-verbal" but limply and repetitiously verbose. Sometimes as in 
The Tomb an intriguing conception is almost lost by too many loose words. His ear for metre is uncertain and this combined with full or double rhymes is something like trimeter couplets produces a nursery-song effect which makes it difficult to take many poems seriously, even as light verse.


Wright does not rely on sharp surprising imagery to imply or reflect meaning. He prefers to amble into explanatory exposition wielding rather doughey adjectives matched with commonplace nouns: "lovely, living flesh", "strange mein", never flagging quest", "roomy chamber" and will sometimes repeat himself for no obvious gain:


" . . . From my hut


which stood on a hill of some height


. . . At this hour the checkered paddocks receive


An added illumination, a greater glow


. . . on the terene


Quilt that stretches below my gaze".


The theme of the collection, according to its introduction is his own brand of nihilism or as he declares Neilism. What really emerges is a brittle defensiveness flaunted at a rejecting and mis-understanding society. A picture of a man standing in a tomb sealed in with mirrors thumbing his nose at a hypothetical world. Excellent protection against the kind of feeling needed to make 
The Man from Hiroshima or 
The Flower convincing, not as a triumph for extinction, but to believe that he feels what he says he does. I don't share the apparent enthusiasm for personal or mass extermination, but nihilism is the poet's bedmate and one he had better seduce if he's not to be left naked and speechless in miserable contemplation at the futility of his genitals.


If Wright means what he implies, volume eight should be set not with blank verse but blank pages.
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Often as Wrong as Right



Simon During




George Orwell: The Collected Essays, Journalism and Letters 4 vols. Published by Seeker and Warburg.



As One reads through the 
Collected Essays, Journalism and Letters of George Orwell, one is struck by the fact that personal honesty need not lead to political accumen. Orwell was the most honest writer of the time one might say of the century (who else would include "Books Borrowed and not Returned' in a list of his library?), yet his analysis of political situations were as often wrong as right, The most obvious example is his attitude to the Second World War. Until early 1940 he believed that England ought not to fight and with his limited knowledge of the whole situation he could give convincing reasons for his belief. Hitler's meglomania, the concentration camps and the brutality of Nazism were hidden from him by propaganda, and his conclusions were thus based on propaganda. In this stale of blindness the most liberal and logical outlook led to conclusions that were objectively wrong, while conservative and bigoted attitudes gave an analysis supported by history. It is ironic that it is only since the people have had a say in government that governments have devised means of systematically deluding the people.


The virtues Orwell believed in were exactly those that cannot cope with the distortions of politicians and propaganda. He believed in an honesty which does not depend on intellectual subtlety but on common decency and a judgement which relies on personal analysis rather than orthodoxy. No wonder he became more pessimistic as he grew older, decency and forthrightness crumple at issues which involve the murder of six million people and the burning of cities. One notices the existence of sophistry in some of his later writings. For instance he defended the bombing of Dresden, on the grounds that the killing of civilians was less harmful to a nation than the killing of its soldiers. Here one feels, the judgement of a decent man has been overwhelmed.


In non-political matters his honesty could not be so easily distorted. He wrote his best says on what he called good-bad literature, and on writers like Swift, Dickens and Tolstoy, whose political beliefs are important to their fiction. For in these fields the virtues he admired bring relevant standards to bear.


He notes Dickens's ambivilent social attitude and Tolstoy's intellectual dishonesty because they, unlike Stalin or Hitler, claimed that their ideals appealed to what is decent and honest in man. When he writes on Kipling, Donald McGill and the Edwardian thriller he is even more enlightening, for these are vulgarises of his ideals, so he sees them as forerunners of the worst in modernity and with this perception they are given a significance and critical value way beyond their intrinsic worth.


His prose style echoes the straightforwardness of his thinking. It aims to avoid all the poetical and emotional overtures of language and in this looks forward to the non-styles of expository journalism. He even uses this expository prose to describe his own emotions, and thus many of his essays contain a description of a happening (say, a hanging) and then a description of his emotional reaction all in the same rather colourless prose. This is an essayist's technique not a novelist's, and so his novels, as critics have noted, tend to be thinly clothed social comment.


This is why these volumes bring out Orwell's characteristic qualities more sharply than ever before. Through his letters one the pogression of his life, through his essays the progression of his thought. His low-keyed prose dims the tragedy of a movement to sickness and pessimism, but one cannot escape the feeling that with Orwell when the possibility of the open and simple writing which was typical of much pre-war literature (Wells, Bennett . . .) but which is now gone. In the future one will read Orwell for a kind of moral refreshment, turning aside from complicated issues and complicated responses to a more decent and honest outlook.
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Records


Barenboim Well Modulated



Don Hewitson
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Peter Andry, chart A & R man for E.M.I, was recently quoted as saying that it is difficult making records with the young jet-set musicians because "their reportoire is so limited and they are still laying down the foundations of experience . . . After such a sweeping statement he promptly added,"However, talent like Barenboim's has helped to give me confidence in the development of a new musical generation." Obviously Barenboim is considered apart from the rest of of his age group and this is rather obvious considering the size of his recorded output, Many other well established conductors and pianists, such as Sir Adrian Boult, Horenstein, John Browning and Clifford Curzon are scraping for recording contracts and vet Barenboim at 26 has one of the fullest schedules of all.


The English Chamber Orchestra with himself as soloist and conductor will be touring New Zealand at the end of this month. HMV(NZ) Ltd are releasing two discs to coincide with the visit—a further in his complete Mozart concerto series, numbers 14 in E flat and 15 in B flat (ASDM 2434) and the Brahms Cello sonatas numbers 1 and 2. with wife Jacqueline du Pre (ASDM 2436).


The Mozart concertos are beautifully played. He brings a delightful sense of delicacy to the E flat work—"a Genuine chamber concerto in which the soloist is denied any brilliant virtuoso role." In the allegro Barenboim shows his ability to bounce along in a relaxed manner with the beautiful phrases trickling out. The B flat Concerto is a different matter altogether, a much larger scale work in the 'grand' manner. Barenboim gives a well modulated performance with just the right amount of drama and authority. It is interesting to compare this outstanding performance with Bernstein's rather mannered effort with the Vienna Philharmonic 
(Decca SETM 332). The orchestral playing is faultless and an excellent recording.


It is not belittling the playing of the two Brahms sonatas to say one of the most striking features of the disc is the recording. HMV have captured Miss du Pre's beautifull tone to perfection and the balance between cello and piano is excellent. (It is surprising how many duo recordings have been marred by insufficient attention to this aspect). Purists have criticised these performances on the grounds the artists have taken a too romantic approach towards Brahms. Perhaps this is the case with No. 1, an austere, sombre work but I find their warm, lyrical approach ideally suited to the more romantic and dramatic No. 2, written twenty years later.


At long last one of the Kertesz/London Symphony series of the complete Dvorak symphonies has appeared. Despite enthusiastic reviews and good sales of these recordings overseas HMV (NZ) Ltd do not appear to be going to release them all out here. Admittedly there are countless versions of the New World in the catalogue but most of the others have been ignored by local record companies. Unfortunately they have chosen to release the Fourth, one of the composer's lesser efforts. Most of the music is rather crass with little of the melodic genius so apparent in the 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th. Without this Dvorak's bucolic approach seems rather banal and this is not helped by the blatant plagiarizim from "Tannhouser" in the andante. Kertesz and the orchestra make the most of the work and it is to their credit that the worthwhile patches help to make up for the rest (
Decca SXLM 6257).


Erich Leinsdorf and the Boston Symphony's account of Dvorak's Sixth (
RCA 3017) does not quite match Kertesz and the LSO for technical brilliance but the work itself is much more satisfactory. Dvorak's tremendous vitality is evident from the first bars of the first movement. As is the case with all Boston S.O. recordings the wind and brass sections play magnificently. I am not sure if the top registers of the strings are a little fuzzy or whether the recording is a little indistinct. But this is a small point, the record is a marvellous buy.
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Symmetry and Empathy



Jan Walker
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Miss Joan Fanning who at present is holding an exhibition of drawings and paintings at the Bett-Duncan Gallery, Cuba Street, has had great experience in her particular field of figure drawing and is an accomplished artist.


She is a graduate of Slade School of Art, University College, London, and worked for some years as Education Officer at the National Art Gallery in Wellington. She is at present devoting all time to her drawing and the professional ease and masterly strokes of her pen amply justify this move.


This present exhibition is a project by the artist to explore the mother/child relationship from the pre-birth stages and continues with the growth and development of the child. On the whole her paintings are rather unrewarding with the exception of a very fine portrait titled 'Seated Woman'. This alone dwells on the intelligence and exceptional beauty of the model and is a most arresting, clean and forthright piece of work. Of the other paintings 'Mother Bathing Child' with its post-impressionist arrangement of proportion and space shows the nearest the artist comes to forgetting her natural interest to detail and giving the models, more especially the woman, an independent life force.


Miss Fanning's swift pen and wash sketches are her real forte however. Her clean, sure strokes catch the spontaneity and movement of the growing child and the added maturity and softness of the mother. The mother is leaning towards, over, attending to the child and the baby (later the child) moves with the moods of the mother for example the drawing entitled 'The Picture Book'. In the later drawings the child is independently beginning to move away for the Security of her mother and this two Miss Fanning has illustrated in a series of lively sketches.


The tone of Miss Fanning's work is harmonious and low-key. Many of her sketches have a momentary interest and a few a lasting graceful quality. Miss Fanning is an artist with sympathy and a capacity to crystalise fragments of delicate expression. This exhibition will continue until April 18th.


* * *


At the Rothman Cultural Foundation at the N.Z. Display Centre from the 31st March until the 11th April was an exhibition of storeware pottery by Mirek Smisek. This well-known New Zealand potter is one of a small number of beautiful potters whose work is always of a high quality and a pleasure to view or use. The potter must essentially be a sensualist and Smisek continually emphasises the lover's sure touch and appreciation of form in the harmony of his work.


He uses natural mineral and rock glazes particularly ash and felspar which gives his potery and irridescent lighness and fluid solidarity. In the nearly two hundred exhibits the emphasis was on utility and simplicity; bowls, mugs, platters, jugs—all within a reasonable price range.


Mirek Smisek, a Czechoslovakian who did not begin serious potting until after his arrival in New Zealand has since become one of the foremost in his art. He has worked with Bernard Leech in England and Hamada in Japan, but his style and his style and his adaption to New Zealand, particularly Nelson clays and glaze materials, is his own. His skill as a thrower is always evident and his progress is evolutionary, never at the expense of craftsmanship.


There is a depth and fecundity about Mirek Smisek's work which leaves little need for ornamentation. For the most part he relies on contrasting glazes or simple motifs to offset the basic earth colours, and spread melting larva over the contours of his work. The continual high quality and assurance in his work make Mirek Smisek one of the masters of his profession.


* * *


An exhibition of paintings by Michael Smither opens at Peter McLeavey's Cuba Street Gallery, 16 April. Michael Smither is one of the better known younger painters whose work is represented in several private collections and a number of New Zealand and Australian Art Galleries. He recently won the H. C. Richards Memorial Prize, an Australian art award of $1000. An exhibition of the paintings of Pamela Searell is being held at Rothman's Cultural Foundation for the next few weeks.
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Although rain prevented them from forcing a decision against Canterbury, Otago had sufficient points after the final match to win the cricket section by three points from Loncoln College, the only team to win its last match.


The final points were as follows: Otago 19, Lincoln 16, Canterbury 15, Auckland 15, Victoria 9, Massey 6.


One Victoria player, R. Priest, an outstanding batsman at Tournament, was selected for the NZU team.


Lincoln 218-8 beat Victoria 217 (T. Druce 42, M. Sim 66; W. Lucae 7-67).


Victoria also lost to Auckland due to an accurate bowling attack.


At lunch Victoria had lost 9 wickets with only 85 runs on the board. The main wrecker of Victoria's innings was medium-pacer G. Wright who captured six wickets.


The final result was: Auckland 150-6 beat Victoria 98 (G. Wright 7-48) and 81-3 (R. Priest 47 not out) on the first innings.


Vic also lost their match With Canterbury. Vic started off well with Dick Priest hilling an aggressive 100. But the Canterbury left-arm spinner Chris Kirk captured 5 Vic wickets for 76 runs.


Canterbury made 219 for 8, G. Campbell taking four Canterbury wickets for 47 runs.






Swimming


Vic swimmers fulfilled expectations by finishing second equal with Auckland at Tournament this year. The team suffered a big loss with the last minute withdrawal of Iain Trousdell but other members lifted their performances.


Outstanding among the men were Lee Smith and Mark Gazley.


Lee won the 100 metres butterfly fairly comfortably, and finished second by a touch in the 100 metres.


Mark won the diving easily, with 79.96 points.


Captain John Brodie swam courageously to take 3rd place in both the 400 and 200 metres freestyle.


These three combined with Alan Trotter to take 3rd place in the 200 metre medley relay behind Auckland (who broke the record) and former holders, Otago.


Although they didn't win any titles, Victoria's women swimmers performer better than the men.


Winning minor placings in every event.


The two most successful were Morna McFarlane and Sue Gardner.


Victoria women's team took second place in the 200 metres medley relay.


Drusilla Megget recorded 32.85 points to Marion Buske of Otago who recorded 33.82 points in a close finish.


Overall points were: Otago 75. Auckland and Victoria 34 each. Canterbury 13, Massey 5. and Lincoln 1; Otago clearly dominating both sections of the swimming.






Water polo
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With five of the original team of nine unavailable through injuries and other reasons, Victoria took the wooden spoon, but without disgracing itself.


An unclarified issued in the eligibility rules caused Vic to leave two top players, Neil McLaughlan and Alan Trotter out of the team.


Fortunately Alan travelled as a spectator and, when the position was clarified, became eligible to play in the latter games.


Captain John Brodie and Warwyck Drewe both distinguished themselves and were justly rewarded by being included, with Alan, in the North Island Universities team.


Canterbury dominated the waterpolo and didn't lose a match.


Otago were also strong.


The NZU team beat Canterbury 6-5.






Rowing


Canterbury dominated the rowing at Easter Tournament. They won the eights, were first and second in the fours, won the single and double sculls, were second and third in the ladies fours and won the lightweight fours.


The rowing competition was held at Governors Bay, with the rowers experiencing fine conditions for most of the time.


Vic's rowing representatives did not perform up to expectations. However, while they could possibly have gained more placings it is doubtful whether they would have headed Canterbury.






Tennis


Canterbury and Otago proved superior to the other teams as the final points in the tennis section show: Canterbury 12, Otago 10, Auckland 6, Waikato 3. Massey and Victoria ½ pt. , Lincoln 0.


Vic's representatives found the competition tough with no one getting past the second round in either the Women's or Men's sections.


Two of Vic's women representatives, E. Parkin and B. Prior, were eliminated in the first round of the singles, while R. Baird (Victoria) defeated J. Harper (Lincoln) 9-2 before going down in the second round to S. Blakely (Otago) 6-0, 6-0. Vic's other representative in the second round, Janet Miles, was eliminated by A. Stevens (Otago) 6-0, 6-0.


However, both Vic men and women in the teams events defeated Massey.


The former national ranked tennis player, J. W. Mitchell (Canterbury) was the winner of the men's singles title. In the final he defeated the New Zealand under 19 champion I. Baudinet (Auckland) 4-6, 6-4, 6-4.


Another prominent player, A. Stevens (Otago) won the women's singles when she dismissed the top woman in Canterbury, R. Dillon, 6-2, 6-3.


In the men's singles Vic's Ross Colello defeated J. Symon (Waikato) 9-2 and R. Carstens defeated S. Bentley (Otago) to make the second round.


Ross Colello fought his way through to the quarter finals, only to go down to Ray Speed of Otago 3-6, 6-4, 6-3.






Volleyball


Victoria did not do very well here, being soundly beaten in some of the games of both the men's and women's sections, but one Vic representative, V. Potori was selected for the NZU men's team.


1969 was the first year that Volleyball for women and men was a full sport, that is, it now counts towards the Tournament Shield.


Canterbury, as in 1968, dominated both sections of play.


Vic fared a little belter in the men's section than in the women's, but after a gruelling battle, lost to Otago after having won the first game.


When the points were finally added up, Vic finished third in the Men's section behind Canterbury and Otago and the same order applied to the Women's section as well.






Gymnastics


Victoria's representatives finished third in the men's section of the gymnastics behind Canterbury and Otago.


The results were slightly better for the women, where Vic finished in second position behind Otago with the second Otago team taking third place.


After the men's trampoline which Otago convincingly won, the total points were as follows: Otago University (27 pts.) 1; Canterbury (17 pt.) 2; and VUW (11 pts.) 3.






Surfing


This is at present an invitational event, and as the 1969 Easter Tournament was only its second venue, each University was restricted to three entrants.


Canterbury won both the individual and the team events, Otago coming second in both. Victoria could only manage fifth in the individuals but improved to take third placing in the team event.


Judging by the popularity of surfing it will not be too long before it graduates to the stage of becoming permanent fixture of Easter Tournament.






The article in 
Salient 5 on "Rowing Prospects for Tournament" was supplied by Rod Trott, not by Mike Pettier, to whom it was attributed.
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Although rain prevented them from forcing a decision against Canterbury, Otago had sufficient points after the final match to win the cricket section by three points from Loncoln College, the only team to win its last match.


The final points were as follows: Otago 19, Lincoln 16, Canterbury 15, Auckland 15, Victoria 9, Massey 6.


One Victoria player, R. Priest, an outstanding batsman at Tournament, was selected for the NZU team.


Lincoln 218-8 beat Victoria 217 (T. Druce 42, M. Sim 66; W. Lucae 7-67).


Victoria also lost to Auckland due to an accurate bowling attack.


At lunch Victoria had lost 9 wickets with only 85 runs on the board. The main wrecker of Victoria's innings was medium-pacer G. Wright who captured six wickets.


The final result was: Auckland 150-6 beat Victoria 98 (G. Wright 7-48) and 81-3 (R. Priest 47 not out) on the first innings.


Vic also lost their match With Canterbury. Vic started off well with Dick Priest hilling an aggressive 100. But the Canterbury left-arm spinner Chris Kirk captured 5 Vic wickets for 76 runs.


Canterbury made 219 for 8, G. Campbell taking four Canterbury wickets for 47 runs.
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Vic swimmers fulfilled expectations by finishing second equal with Auckland at Tournament this year. The team suffered a big loss with the last minute withdrawal of Iain Trousdell but other members lifted their performances.


Outstanding among the men were Lee Smith and Mark Gazley.


Lee won the 100 metres butterfly fairly comfortably, and finished second by a touch in the 100 metres.


Mark won the diving easily, with 79.96 points.


Captain John Brodie swam courageously to take 3rd place in both the 400 and 200 metres freestyle.


These three combined with Alan Trotter to take 3rd place in the 200 metre medley relay behind Auckland (who broke the record) and former holders, Otago.


Although they didn't win any titles, Victoria's women swimmers performer better than the men.


Winning minor placings in every event.


The two most successful were Morna McFarlane and Sue Gardner.


Victoria women's team took second place in the 200 metres medley relay.


Drusilla Megget recorded 32.85 points to Marion Buske of Otago who recorded 33.82 points in a close finish.


Overall points were: Otago 75. Auckland and Victoria 34 each. Canterbury 13, Massey 5. and Lincoln 1; Otago clearly dominating both sections of the swimming.
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[image: Water polo]


With five of the original team of nine unavailable through injuries and other reasons, Victoria took the wooden spoon, but without disgracing itself.


An unclarified issued in the eligibility rules caused Vic to leave two top players, Neil McLaughlan and Alan Trotter out of the team.


Fortunately Alan travelled as a spectator and, when the position was clarified, became eligible to play in the latter games.


Captain John Brodie and Warwyck Drewe both distinguished themselves and were justly rewarded by being included, with Alan, in the North Island Universities team.


Canterbury dominated the waterpolo and didn't lose a match.


Otago were also strong.


The NZU team beat Canterbury 6-5.
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Canterbury dominated the rowing at Easter Tournament. They won the eights, were first and second in the fours, won the single and double sculls, were second and third in the ladies fours and won the lightweight fours.


The rowing competition was held at Governors Bay, with the rowers experiencing fine conditions for most of the time.


Vic's rowing representatives did not perform up to expectations. However, while they could possibly have gained more placings it is doubtful whether they would have headed Canterbury.
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Canterbury and Otago proved superior to the other teams as the final points in the tennis section show: Canterbury 12, Otago 10, Auckland 6, Waikato 3. Massey and Victoria ½ pt. , Lincoln 0.


Vic's representatives found the competition tough with no one getting past the second round in either the Women's or Men's sections.


Two of Vic's women representatives, E. Parkin and B. Prior, were eliminated in the first round of the singles, while R. Baird (Victoria) defeated J. Harper (Lincoln) 9-2 before going down in the second round to S. Blakely (Otago) 6-0, 6-0. Vic's other representative in the second round, Janet Miles, was eliminated by A. Stevens (Otago) 6-0, 6-0.


However, both Vic men and women in the teams events defeated Massey.


The former national ranked tennis player, J. W. Mitchell (Canterbury) was the winner of the men's singles title. In the final he defeated the New Zealand under 19 champion I. Baudinet (Auckland) 4-6, 6-4, 6-4.


Another prominent player, A. Stevens (Otago) won the women's singles when she dismissed the top woman in Canterbury, R. Dillon, 6-2, 6-3.


In the men's singles Vic's Ross Colello defeated J. Symon (Waikato) 9-2 and R. Carstens defeated S. Bentley (Otago) to make the second round.


Ross Colello fought his way through to the quarter finals, only to go down to Ray Speed of Otago 3-6, 6-4, 6-3.
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Victoria did not do very well here, being soundly beaten in some of the games of both the men's and women's sections, but one Vic representative, V. Potori was selected for the NZU men's team.


1969 was the first year that Volleyball for women and men was a full sport, that is, it now counts towards the Tournament Shield.


Canterbury, as in 1968, dominated both sections of play.


Vic fared a little belter in the men's section than in the women's, but after a gruelling battle, lost to Otago after having won the first game.


When the points were finally added up, Vic finished third in the Men's section behind Canterbury and Otago and the same order applied to the Women's section as well.
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Gymnastics


Victoria's representatives finished third in the men's section of the gymnastics behind Canterbury and Otago.


The results were slightly better for the women, where Vic finished in second position behind Otago with the second Otago team taking third place.


After the men's trampoline which Otago convincingly won, the total points were as follows: Otago University (27 pts.) 1; Canterbury (17 pt.) 2; and VUW (11 pts.) 3.
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Surfing


This is at present an invitational event, and as the 1969 Easter Tournament was only its second venue, each University was restricted to three entrants.


Canterbury won both the individual and the team events, Otago coming second in both. Victoria could only manage fifth in the individuals but improved to take third placing in the team event.


Judging by the popularity of surfing it will not be too long before it graduates to the stage of becoming permanent fixture of Easter Tournament.
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[error in last issue]




The article in 
Salient 5 on "Rowing Prospects for Tournament" was supplied by Rod Trott, not by Mike Pettier, to whom it was attributed.
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Phil Kear from Victoria win the 100 yards sprint. He equalled the NZU Tournament record but with more aid from wind than the rules allow.




Otago dominated both sections of the athletics and won the men's section with a total of more than that of all the other universities combined. There was only one event, the 440 yds, in which an Otago competitor failed to come in the first three.


This dominance was equally pronounced in the women's section which Otago won just as comfortably as the men's.


The total points scored by the various universities for the Women's Athletic Shield were as follows: Otago (64) 1; Canterbury (13) 2; Massey (6) 3; Auckland (4) 4; Victoria (2) 5; Waikato (0) 6.


For the Men's Championship Shield the points were: Otago (98) 1; Auckland '(28) 2; Canterbury (23) 3; Victoria (22) 4; Massey (10) 5; Lincoln (8) 6.


The outstanding athlete in the track events was undoubtedly Auckland's John Le Grice, the national three miles champion, who equalled John Beckett's NZU mile record of 4 min 6.0 sec. and just as effortlessly won the three mile title in the lime of 13 min. 52.4 sec. Both races saw an interesting duel take place between Le Grice and Tony Hassell of Otago with Le Grice winning both races in the final 220 yards. Hassell's times were 4 min. 6.5 sec. for the mile and 13 min. 54.2 sec. for the three miles.


Stars of the field events were Arthur Jordan (Auckland) and Bill Speirs (Otago), both who in one of the best exhibitions of high jumping seen in New Zealand for 10 years (broke Murray Jeffries NZU record of 6 ft. 5 in, with leaps of 6 ft 6 in.


Speirs is the present NZ Champion and holds the New Zealand record at 6 ft. 8 in. and was the favourite for the event Jordan won on a countback after both had cleared 6 ft. 6 in., Jordan on his second attempt and Speirs on his third. Jordan broke the New Zealand high jump mark last year with a leap of 6 ft 8 in. but was unable to claim because of a technical mistake.


An outstanding Victoria athlete was Vince Alisae, a fresher, who took both the triple jump and long jump titles, the first Vic athlete to win a jumping event since Brian Collins in 1966. His dominance in the triple jump is shown by the fact that the second placegetter was some 2 ft 6 in. behind.


Another Vic athlete who competed well was Phil Kear who, in winning the 100yds. title in 9.9 sec., defeated the 1968 titleholder F. Silke of Otago. Phil's lime equalled the NZU record, but the following wind of 7.2 feet per second was above the allowable margin of 6.6 feet per second. He also gained second place in the 440 yards final.


Another creditable performance was that of fresher. Ian Hunt who gained third place in the six miles. This should be an indication of things to come at future tournaments, Others to perform well were Rosemary Askin, one of Vic's two female reps and Peter Ammundsen who in recording 50.7 sec for the 440 yards narnorwly missed out on third placing.


A collision with the last hurdle in the 220 yards hurdles event robbed John McGreal of a virtually certain third placing. Lack of competition made the difference in the men's Javelin with Victoria's Dave Burton just missing out on third place by a few inches.


One must also mention the the gallant Vic men's 4 × 440 yard relay team which had only one 440 yard runner in it The others being a would-be half-miler, long-jumper and six miler. Victoria failed to come home in the first three but still managed to record a time of 3 min. 34.2 seconds only 0.1 sec. behind Auckland, the third team home.
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M. Pether skippers the Vic entrant in the Cherub Class at Charters Bay Light wind conditions did not suit the Wellington crew.












Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University of Wellington Students' Newspaper. Vol. 32, No. 6. 1969.

Letters to the Editor





Letters to the Editor




Arty Arnold


SO it's supergraphics or the bomb, Mr. Harker? I've always been a great man for compromise—so supergraphics are it. Unfortunately that's the way I think, no greys, just bright primary colours when you want to move, easy colours when you want to sit and inbetween colours in toilets where you want to do a bit of both.


Admittedly I don't really go much on R.A.F. blue for the exterior, the thought of dark green does a bit more for me, but this is a specific criticism. The general concept of supergraphics seems to hold something unique in its ability to revitalize the staid and dreary, and it is with this prejudice that I will consider the alternative proposal called for by this year's exec when it comes before Student Union Management Committee.


So if you think my prejudice is ill/well-founded, make a noise so that the majority of us (who haven't read this far) may take a little more interest.


Yours, till you run me put of town.




Simon Arnold








Prating



Some time ago I wrote a letter to your paper concerning the quality of your record reviews, especially the type of records reviewed.


A reply was received the following week, this was both insulting and shallow. The nit who wrote this letter, and I agree with him (
Yes, You Definitely Are A Nincompoop) did not have much to say, certainly nothing of value. The letter descended to the level of a personal insult.


Your reference to a certain piece of music by Wagner was in very poor taste, and I do not appreciate being referred to as an hypothesis, and a very bad hypothesis at that.


The attitude of this philistine is unfortunately too prevalent in this country and, no doubt, a bit of culture might do him the world of good.



This Oaf and His Ilk Have Had Their Way Too Long and It's About Time They Were Put Down.


And if the gospel of St. Mike doesn't agree with my sensiments, then he can got and get . . . . chased.





Ron Pretty.








Literary page


I 
Felt obliged to send you this after reading Mr. Pasley's little offering in the 
Salients. Let me assure you you have not put 
Me off, the literary pages of 
Salient are about the least off-putting literary outlet that I know.


Mr. Pasley must be a member of the New Zealand literary set, judging both from what he says and the way he says it. He complains that he has not heard of you—well, God protect us both, he won't have heard of me either (Rhys Pasley . . . Pasley? . . . I dunno).


At least you have recognised that students didn't invent poetry. You don't have to be a student of English to know that literature has a tradition, the work of a lot of peculiar old folk, for some thousands of years, and remarkably, they seem to have known what they were doing. But these days they don't relate, or something. The literary set suffer from a galloping self-consciousness — they are Contemporary, New Zealand Poets, which seems to impose a certain style, and attitude which would deny the existence of any poetry older than T. S. Eliot.


Mr. P. is happier when he can cell you an academic, it puts him on familiar ground. Fair enough, I know what he is getting at, but it's a shame for his sake that vou really don't SOUND like an academic. You sound to me like someone making an honest attempt to put a READABLE literary page in a scruffy little student paper.


It is no use insisting here that art be always spelt with a capital "A". All you can expect of a young student poet—by any standard a rank amateur—is an attempt to write genuinely about what he knows — death, man's soul, the purpose of life and so on (and 
So on?). These I really have to think about for a few minutes.


I'm not really surprised someone like Mr. Pasley does not like the literary page. Well, let him go, then, where it's at, and read 
Argot, or 
Frontiers, if he can. I believe vou will get a more honest response on your page than any of the fashionable outfits ever will.


So please accept the enclosed poem as a vote of confidence. I don't know how good it is, and its origins may be obvious to some people, but if it is trash I don't expect you will publish it. Any comment would be of interes'.





Grant Thompson.








Potty poetry



With reference to the poetry which I quoted in 
Salient 2:


Sam Hunt's poem "A Song About Her" should have been divided into five stanzas of four lines and the third line of the poem should have read : "kicked my pillows out of bed".


In Dennis List's "The Camels Are Coming" the fifth line should have read "the wild profustion of Arabia".


Michael Neill's poem, reprinted in 
Salient 4 from 
Argot Broadsheet, should have been titled "Crows in December".


I would be grateful if more care could be given to proof reading in future issues.


Further, in the same issue of 
Salient, Trevor James described one of Dennis List's poems as "superbly said" (with which description I don't altogether agree—it's not bad, but no more) and then wondered whether or not it was "significant" or has meaning"? Does it matter? Trevor confessed that "the poem by Dennis List I cannot really understand". It may be that it's "meaning" is suggested, and that one cannot satisfactorily define what it is that is suggested.


In the same article Trevor wondered whether Peter Bland's "Train Home" is a poem at all. Can he suggest any criteria by which we might determine whether or not it is a poem? He may agree that some attempt at definition is called for if he is prepared to suggest that he can exclude some pieces of writing from a definition of "poetry". If he is prepared to tackle this problem he might in the process, eliminate such nonsense as this :


For example "Hyde Park", by one "Tom Smucker", might just as well be told in prose rather than fool around with the fancy line arrangement" (from 
Salient 1).


And, with reference to "Train Home", "the same thing (moral) idea could probably be said just as well in a sketch for a story rather than to attempt a poem at that level of style" (from 
Salient 4).





David Harcourt.








Ka-ka-krap


I 
Would like to relate to your readers the legend of the Ka-Ka bird.


The male Ka-Ka bird resides at the equator, the female at the South Pole. Each year, in the late spring, the male bird can be heard as he wings northward, uttering his famous cry, which is, incidentally, echoed daily by students leaving E006: "Ka-ka-ka-ka-christ, it's ka-ka-ka-cold".





Mary-Helen Ward.








Correction


I 
Feel it incumbent upon me to point out one of the mistakes on the front page of 
Salient 4.


". . . Helen McGrath, who previously voted for the motion, and who was the original seconder, voted against the motion.


"This was a contravention of the constitution which states that nobody who seconds a motion can vote against it."


This statement is erroneous. There is no provision to this effect in the Constitution of the Victoria University of Wellington Students' Association, which I assume is the constitution to which you refer, Neither is any distinction drawn between what is sometimes called a "pro forma" seconding and an ordinary seconding of a motion, Therefore there is nothing to prevent the seconder of a motion voting against it.



Margaret Bryson,


Hon. Sec. V.U.W.S.A.



Note To correspondent: Mervyn P. Judge—Referred to appropriate authority—Ed.
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Sargent Ltd




Opticians



118 Willis St. - Tel. 45-841
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Sports correspondents or those willing to contribute sports news are required for the following activities:


Badminton


Women's Outdoor Basketball


Women's Indoor Basketball


Women's Hockey


Judo


Karate


Volleyball


Rugby League


Rugbv


Skiing


Squash


Table Tennis


Underwater


Swords


If the Sports Page is to reflect sport at Vic it needs the support of those who participate in the various sporting activities.


It does not require any great expert to be a sports contributor and 
Salient's sports ed-i tor would appreciate any assistance in this field.


Those interested in assisting should put their name, address and phone number on a piece of paper and place it in the Sports Copybox in the 
Salient room (the Activities Room in (he Student Union Building).
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Suit Hire


•




Ralph Wilkins



Corner Manners and Farish Streets







Sports




The Sports Depot


(Witcombe & Caldwell)


Long-standing connection with University sport. Every one of Vic's 24 sports catered for.







Daysh, Renouf & 
Co.



Members Wellington Stock Exchange



National Mutual Centre



Featherston Street



Tel. 70-169







Reginald Collins Ltd




Victuallers


Wholesale wine and spirit people. Vintners to the Students' Association. Carry stocks of all brands of ale, spirits, table wine (from 55c), sherry in flagons ($1.60) or quart bottles.



Free Delivery—Cellars located at



No. 3 
Ballance Street



(Customhouse Quay end)







Hotel St George




The "Seven Seas Bar"




Best In New Zealand


• Nearest to University.


• Modern, comfortable surroundings.


• Cool, bright, fresh beer on tap always.


• Food available from our "Food Bar", 11.45 a.m. to 2.30 p.m.


• Mixed drinking—all facilities.



Entreas, Cold Buffet, Vegetables, Hot Pies







Downstage Theatre Cafe



" 
Ghosts "


by 
Henrik Ibsen



All Reservations 559-639


Directed by 
Anthony Taylor


Designed by 
Grant Tilly


With Dorothy McKegg, Colin McColl, Alex Trouidell, Elizabeth Coulter and Matthew O'Sullivan.







Relax and Enjoy Delicious Meals



at



Casablanca Restaurant




Wellington's finest Restaurant



143 
Willis Street - 
Telephone 51-311


Open 7 nights a week from 4.30 p.m.




Renowned For Food And Service







Record your Graduation with a Photograph




[image: graduate photo]



taken by




Greig Royle


F.N.Z.P.P.A.


5 Willeston Street City



Phone 45-240



Free Car Park Available








[image: Spencer Digiby]
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Wholesale wine and spirit people. Vintners to the Students' Association. Carry stocks of all brands of ale, spirits, table wine (from 55c), sherry in flagons ($1.60) or quart bottles.



Free Delivery—Cellars located at



No. 3 
Ballance Street



(Customhouse Quay end)
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Hotel St George





Hotel St George




The "Seven Seas Bar"




Best In New Zealand


• Nearest to University.


• Modern, comfortable surroundings.


• Cool, bright, fresh beer on tap always.


• Food available from our "Food Bar", 11.45 a.m. to 2.30 p.m.


• Mixed drinking—all facilities.



Entreas, Cold Buffet, Vegetables, Hot Pies
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Downstage Theatre Cafe





Downstage Theatre Cafe



" 
Ghosts "


by 
Henrik Ibsen



All Reservations 559-639


Directed by 
Anthony Taylor


Designed by 
Grant Tilly


With Dorothy McKegg, Colin McColl, Alex Trouidell, Elizabeth Coulter and Matthew O'Sullivan.
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Relax and Enjoy Delicious Meals





Relax and Enjoy Delicious Meals



at



Casablanca Restaurant




Wellington's finest Restaurant



143 
Willis Street - 
Telephone 51-311


Open 7 nights a week from 4.30 p.m.




Renowned For Food And Service
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Record your Graduation with a Photograph





Record your Graduation with a Photograph




[image: graduate photo]



taken by




Greig Royle


F.N.Z.P.P.A.


5 Willeston Street City



Phone 45-240



Free Car Park Available
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out side left






out side left



Notice now the lockout's finally been settled the Dominion's advertising for linotype operators and compositors.


* * *



Our Pubs. Officer, Jim Thomson says there is nothing in Cappicade which causes offence to anyone. Another bad Cappicade this year it seems.


* * *



And talking of statements to the press, it seems that there's an Exec. motion that only the President and the P.R.O. can talk to reporters at all. Nobody seems to worry about it now—maybe it was just passed to gag Simon Arnold.


* * *



Guess who might resign from Exec if Special General Meeting motion about a walkout during Sir Richard Wild's capping gets through. Not our John?


* * *



Wonder who wrote the most recent 
Sullient, So did this column. And then it noticed that only four members of the present Exec. were featured in it.


* * *



Who was the absent member of the Honorary Degrees Committee when it decided to give Sir Richard a doctorate? Would you believe the student rep?


* * *



Did you see that picture of Auckland's Mayor Robinson in the paper a day after he denounced 
Masskerade as filth? Yes, he was surrounded by pretty girls, including Miss World" at an Auckland mayoral reception. 'It's one of the most pleasant duties I've had to perform", he said. No double standards for Robbie.


* * *



The Prime Minister dethe Conference Lines connied that the adoption of tainer proposals would put New Zealand into the bands of another monopoly. Adoption of the scheme would not mean the shipping lines have any more control than at present, Mr. Holyoake said (Dominion, April 11).


* * *
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Who Will Buy?




[image: Procesh float]




One Hundred dollars will be given to the best float in this year's procesh. Mike Fay, Procesh Controllar this year, said that he hoped the judges would be a little less conservative this year, and so anything could win. 'It's about time we had some original ideas for floats," he said, "and also a little more work done on them before procesh day." Floats are still required to pass police inspection before the procession gets under way, and so any "offensiva" signs, etc., will be deleted. "But there is still opportunity for throwing off at anything," he said. Those interested in entering floats must register them at the Students' Association Office. Any details regarding materials and trucks, etc., can be obtained from Mike Fay, c/o Students' Association Office.
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Sports relations strained




Relations between NZUSA and the New Zealand Universities Sports Union became strained during the Easter council meeting.


The immediate cause of the friction was the dissatisfaction of NZUSA constituent treasurers and presidents with the explanations given for the financial loss on a recent swimming tour. They felt insufficient documentation and explanation was available at the Friday meeting of NZUSU's finance committee, of which constituent treasurers are members.


Attempting to clarify the matter, NZUSU executives and a swimming representative who was co-opted at the last minute, drove out to Lincoln College from Christchurch to meet with treasurers and delegates of NZUSA late on Saturday night. The swimming council executive was unavailable, and the representative, who had been present at the Saturday morning swimming council meeting, antagonised the NZ USA officials, and the debate became acrimonious. It soon became apparent to delegates that the representative was not entirely sober during the debate.


In an endeavour to rectify the resulting tension, NZUSU officials did some hard lobbying with the Presidents and Treasurers. The matter was satisfactorily cleared up at a second meeting of NZUSU finance committee on Sunday afternoon at which the executive of the swimming council were present. The accounts, aiudited, and a full report of the swimming tour are to be circulated to ail constituent universities.


The net loss on the tour— some $600—is to be met by the swimming clubs at the universities. Steps have been taken to avoid future losses.
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Reply to Outside Left


I 
Should be pleased it you would publish the following :


I would suggest that in future your columnist "Outside Left" check his facts before he makes insinuations about individuals and/ or organisations. A New Zealand Rugby League team has never visited South Africa, and since the code it not played there it is extremely unlikely that one will ever do so. I assume that what "Outside Left" is referring to is a South African Rugby League team which visited New Zealand in 1963 during Mr. T. E. Skinner's term of office as a member of the New Zealand Rugby League Council. This team was made up very largely of South Africans playing the code professionally in Great Britain and Australia, amongst whom are a number of coloured South Africans.



A. W. Strange,


Hon. Secretary.


• 
We hope to make this a regular feature.
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Scholarships




Scholarships


It was moved Victoria, seconded Canterbury that NZUSA ascertain that the criteria for scholarships awarded to Malaysian students are fairly based on considerations of merit alone. Also that NZUSA affirms that overseas students studying in New Zealand are to be regarded as NZ students and must not be subjected to interference either by their home Governments or the NZ Government."


These motions were passed after some of the constituents affirmed that where Malaysian-Singapore students had joint clubs there had definitely been pressure from the Malaysian Government for them to separate.


At Auckland the joint club had taken a vote: result: 264 : 14 in favour of staying together after receiving a letter from the Malaysian High Commission demanding the club to break up.


At Otago Mike Anderson (International Officer) said "The Malaysians have kicked the Singapore students out and set up their own separate organisation".


NZUSA President, Peter Rosier, spoke up strongly on this issue when he said "We must make our views plain on such an issue as this."


"It's a matter of principle— that we do not like this sort of activity in interference of students with whom we feel a degree of responsibility."


The remainder of the discussion was held in committee.
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Participation


The NZUSA Easter Council unanimously affirmed that students must participate in the administration of their universities.


Another motion also passed unanimously stated:


1. That at least two student representatives should be on all organs of university administration with full voting rights:


2. That on Student Union building management committees, student members should be in a majority. The initiative in moving these motions was taken by Auckland's Vice-President, Mike Law


A motion was also passed that the Education Vice-President of NZUSA prepare a comprehensive report on the state of student participation in all sectors of university administration on the basis of details to be supplied by constituents, together with an objective critique of the situation at each university.


Speaking to this, Law emphareport on which has been achieved—not what should be done. He said that student representatives in Auckland did not want student power, not even on sub-committees — all that is needed is someone to move and second motions so that they can be brought forword for discussion.


Reports from constituents will cover what the students involved think their gain mean in terms of power, what might be accomplished, and what may never be accomplished. The question will be taken up again at the August Council of NZUCA.
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NZUSA endorses 'AID' programme



NZUSA has endorsed the 1% "Aid for International Development" programme in its efforts to persuade the Government to increase the level of overseas non-military aid to at least 1% of the national income by 1973, and has promised to provide organisational assistance and public support to A.I.D.


The remit also urged students to give 1% of their annual income to A.I.D.


Mr Gerard Curry said that Victoria felt that the remit was not simply an affirmation of our support for A.I.D., but actually proposed "concrete measures" to implement our concern for "suffering humanity".


It was, he said, a "realistic assessment" of our feelings in asking students to donate 1% of their incomes to the project.


Mr Bruce Robertson, Vice-President of NZUSA, said that he would personally like to leave out the first part of the remit which merely affirmed general policy.


"We should instead say simply that we are giving 1% of our incomes because this is what we believe in", he said.


He was a "little sad" that a non-productive part about persuading the Government to do something had been included in a remit which was otherwise so clear about the action which was to be taken.


Regarding the collection of the money, Mr Chris Livesey, a delegate from Canterbury, said that students could voluntarily ask university administrations to deduct 1% from their bursaries.


Mr Livesey said that he had already spoken to Mr N. W. Kinsbury, Registrar of Waikato University, who had indicated that the Waikato administration, at least, was willing to do this.




[bookmark: t1-body-d47]

The deductions could centre around the time of the second-term bursaries payments, said the Canterbury delegate.


Following a query, Mr Peter Rosier, President of NZUSA, said that the money raised had already been earmarked by 1% A.I.D. to go towards a bursaries scheme for the new University of the South Pacific.


Victoria disagreed with this, saying that the destination of the money had not been included in the remit, and that students should decide themselves what is to be done with it.


Otago supported Victoria, saying that it had not been firmly decided where the money was to go.


Mr Rosier replied that the money was to be channelled through the Government, and it would simply be an embarrassment to them if it were not earmarked for something definite.


Victoria felt that the fact that the money was for the U.S.P. smacked of "the boys looking after themselves".


Students were raising money simply for the benefit of other students.


This was not good public relations.


Canterbury supported Victoria, and suggested that the money could be earmarked for more than one thing.


A motion to this effect was moved and passed later in the meeting.
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Arties for Little Congress




Little Congress for 1969 will be an arts congress. It will centre around music, poetry, drama and art.


Speakers invited include Robin Maconie (music), Richard Campion (drama), James K. Baxter (poetry), John Drawbridge (art), Tanya Ashten (sculpture), Maria la Hood (creative dancer and yoga) and others.


"Features are being constantly added to the programme", said Helen McGrath, Cultural Affairs Officer, who is organising the weekend.


"Speakers have promised to be outrageously and scandalous", she said, "so if you don't like intellectual stimulation come anyway just for kicks".


The congress is from Thursday evening to Saturday afternoon at the Otaki Camp.


"Anyone with a capacity for thinking or unpremeditated action will be an asset", Miss McGrath emphasised.


"Freshers and overseas students are particularly welcome."


Application forms are available at the Students' Association office, where the $5 fee is also payable.
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Travel officer


A 
Travel Officer, Ian Henry, has been appointed by Executive.


He will be available in the Quiet Room at 1 p.m. on Wednesdays to discuss travel arrangements and concessions with students.


A list of concessions will be published when they become available.
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Argot at home




Argot at home




Argot was adopted as the official literary magazine of the Students' Association at a recent meeting of the Publications Board.



David Harcourt has been appointed editor and Simon Arnold the business manager.



A grant of $250 has been recommended to Executive by the Publications Board.



This was made conditional on at least two further issues of the magazine appearing this year.



"The next issue of Argot will be published in early May, shortly before the end of term," said David Harcourt.



"The format of the magazine will be considerably improved."



He said the next issue would be printed offset and would be 44 pages long.



"In addition to a short story and an article of literary criticism, the May issue will contain articles on pop music, films and an analysis of some of the poetry which appeared in the March "Argot", he said.




Salients literary editor Trevor James greeted the decision warmly.



"Any university shows the quality of the people involved by its literary standards," he said.



"The Students' Association has a moral duty to encourage art because ideally the university is leading society and they don't only do that by having a good rugby team, but by having a viable literary society too."
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Copyright and Conditions of Use


				

					
In Copyright


					
Where a text is in copyright, all text and images are copyright to the original authors and/or publisher. In copyright texts and images are made available for non-commercial use only. All forms of electronic or print re-sale or re-distribution are forbidden without written permission, please contact us.


					
Currently, a text is shown as in copyright when there is no Creative Commons License visible in the sidebar, and a link to this page is presented.


				

				

					
Creative Commons Share-Alike license


					
Where the original text is out of copyright it is our policy to provide the digitised version under a 
New Zealand Creative Commons Attribution Share-Alike License (CC BY-SA).


					
The Creative Commons Attribution Share-alike license allows anyone to re-use material in our texts under the following conditions:


					

		attribution to the source of the material is included by marking the material with the collection name ("The New Zealand Electronic Text Collection") and the link to the material as found on our website;


		the re-use of the material is licensed under the same license, allowing others to further re-use the material. This means that the re-use of the material must be marked with the same Creative Commons license.




					
Use of the Creative Commons Attribution Share-alike license allows us to make material freely available to the community for re-use, and also ensures that:


					

		any errors in the material can be traced back to the Victoria University of Wellington Library as the originator of the digital reproduction;


		such material continues to be freely available to the community after subsequent re-use.




				

				

					
Examples of Reuse under Creative Commons Share-Alike license


					
We encourage the re-use of Creative Commons Share-Alike licensed NZETC material. Examples of re-use include:


					

		Multiple entries in the 
Mix and Mash competitions run by DigitalNZ


		Blog posts, such as this one about the 
Cyclopedia of New Zealand by IwiKiwi


		Books and other publications


		Museum displays




				

				

					
Other Creative Commons Licenses


					
More restrictive Creative Commons licenses may be used in the cases of copyright texts where the copyright holder is amenable to using a Creative Commons license. You will need to refer to the license text (available by clicking on the CC license logo) for the specific restrictions and re-use allowed.


				

				

					
Statement of Liability


					
While we have sought to ensure there are no intellectual property rights in the material that would prevent copying and other re-use, please note that material on this website marked with a Creative Commons license is released on an as-is basis and with no representations or warranties of any kind, to the greatest extent permissible by law. Subject to any liability which may not be excluded or limited by law, the Victoria University Library shall not be liable on any legal basis (including without limitation negligence) and hereby expressly excludes all liability for loss or damage howsoever and whenever caused to you.


				

			




etexts/Salient32061969/Salient32061969_012b(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient32061969/Salient32061969_012a(h280).jpg
COUNCIL Further
REPORTS news, P. 3

NZSPA reporters
Arthur Ranford and John Laird






etexts/Salient32061969/Salient32061969_008b(h280).jpg
Sweet and Maxwell's
Universiy Book Contro Ltd

| PAPER BACKS!

o o ity






etexts/Salient32061969/Salient32061969_008a(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient32061969/Salient32061969_011b(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient32061969/Salient32061969_011a(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient32061969/Salient32061969_011f(h280).jpg
CAMERA ART Rk phoros &

10% discount to students

Wit Spec Ty

LAMBTON QUAY, WELLINGTON

R.D.WOOLF, o.R.p.s.

Managing Director

PHONE
43120






etexts/Salient32061969/Salient32061969_011e(h280).jpg
@





etexts/Salient32061969/Salient32061969_007a(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient32061969/Salient32061969_010b(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient32061969/Salient32061969_010a(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient32061969/Salient32061969_010d(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient32061969/Salient32061969_010c(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient32061969/Salient32061969_005a(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient32061969/Salient32061969_004a(h280).jpg





