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Student calls for "sit-in"


By Barrie Saunders




Victoria Student Mike Hirschfeld plans a student sit-in on the Kelburn parade-Salamanca road intersection.



Mr. Hirschfeld, who was on executive for a short time last year as Social Controller, played an active part in the "Student Action" protests of 1965.


"A sit-in," he says, "would be necessary should the City Council decide once more against a pedestrian crossing on the intersection."


First he intends forcing executive into writing to the City Council requesting action.


If the council should decide unfavourably he intends to call upon students to take part in a sit-in.


Mr. Hirschfeld envisages blocking for perhaps an hour all traffic which attempts to pass through the intersection on one unspecified day of the week.


If this "sit-in" should initially fall to bring a favourable response from the City Council it would be repeated in subsequent weeks.


Mr. Hirschfeld says this type of action has been successful in two Australian universities which had similar problems.


At Sydney University last year hundreds of students stalled traffic when they sat down in the middle of the road.


While television cameras and press representatives recorded the scene, police pleaded with the students to leave.


Very shortly after this incident a crossing was provided.


Since 1949 there have been eight accidents involving pedestrians, three of them serious, on this corner. There have been no fatal accidents in the area.


In addition to these figures, supplied by the Wellington City Council's Traffic Department, a number of students have had narrow escapes from injury.


Past executives of the students' association have been fully aware of the dangers of the corner.


In 1961 they wrote to the City Council suggesting sites for a pedestrian crossing or crossings.


The town clerk replied in a letter which said: "The traffic committee of the council has declined to recommend the council to approve your suggestion because in neither case is the position suitable for a crossing."


Students have regularly painted in a crossing us a capping stunt each year in an attempt to draw public attention to the matter.


The University Council, which was also approached by the students' association, appreciates the situation and has been in consultation with the traffic department and the City Council over the last six months.


At the moment the University architects are investigating the possibility of an over bridge.


Exactly where the bridge would go is a matter of speculation. It would need to be placed where it would be most fully used, and this is the problem facing the architects.


According to the university administration spokesman the University Grants Committee would be approached for finance for the planned overbridge.


Although the Grants Committee determines capital expenditure on universities it is questionable whether an overbridge could be financed from these funds.


Salient approached a person with some experience of Road Safety work


He said that the scheme, which appeared the most attractive at first sight, would include the erection of a safety island in the middle of the intersection.


"A pedestrian crossing could then cross the road from this island," he said.
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Salient Staffer John Harlow (pictured above) has for three months been working as a free-lance journalist in South East Asia.



In South Vietnam he gained, through Salient, official accreditation as a news correspondent and saw many facets of the military action there.



He also spent some time in Thailand, and an account of some of his conclusions will be found on page 3 of this issue.



Mr. Harlow recently spoke on this topic at a lunchhour meeting of the Asian Studies Society, and this article is developed from his address.



Salient is one of only two student newspapers known to have an official South Vietnamese war correspondent.



The other is Sydney University's "Honi Soit," whose correspondent. John T. Murray, spent a similar time in Saigon and returned to Australia shortly after Mr. Harlow.
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Students work in New Guinea





NZUSA Press Service




Four Hundred Australian students flew to Papua-New Guinea in January, 1966, to spend a couple of weeks working in remote tribal villages.



Many of the students had to take jobs in Australia in order to earn the money to pay for their flight and stay.


No impulsive gesture, the student mission was prepared for a year by Kevin Martin, a university graduate who is national Papua-New Guinea officer of the National Union of Australian University Students.






Similar project


A similar project was tried out with 50 students during last summer vacation, but the work was done mostly on projects for the government.


This time the students were prepared to do whatever the villagers themselves wanted to have done.


Village councils outlined their needs and then NUAUS dispatched a team of 10 students to each area.






Classrooms


At Wabag, in the Western Highlands, the local council asked the students to help build classrooms and clear the ground for a new primary school.


At Dei, near Mt. Hagen, the, student volunteers were to install, 10 underground water storage units.


About 32 students were to fly to the British Solomons to work on road projects and in rural health clinics.


The largest group of about 100 worked in Port Moresby on sporting facilities and landscaping at the two local colleges.


In explaining this outburst of idealism Kevin Martin says:


"Australian students are beginning to realise not only that Asia and especially New Guinea exist, but also that we have to live in this part of the world and have to work out a relationship with them. And they feel that, as members of an affluent society, they have an obligation to help these emerging countries get on their feet."



• 
Exclusive: for an independent assessment of this work, see p.2.
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Denis Glover: a rambling survey



Salient Reporter





"
You'll All be in a rat-race in ten years—though you may smile now," Denis Glover told an overflow student audience last week.



He was speaking at the first lecture in the Political Science Society's First Term lectures.


Four hundred students packed the theatre, and another two hundred listened by loudspeaker extension in the common room.


Taking as his text the prophet Nahum ("Woe to the bloody city— it is full of lies and robbery"), Glover began a rambling survey of New Zealand society ten years from now.






"Phony Maori"


"In the next ten years the lies will be larger and the robbery will be much smoother," pronounced Glover.


"In ten years everything will be much bigger, more, and worse."


He attacked the glorification of Maori culture and the European's attempt to modernise and rationalise the Maori tongue.


He foresaw a time when New Zealand was closer to Japan than to the United States or Great Britain.


He impliedly supported a lowering of the voting age to 18, and an extinction of voting rights when a person accepted universal superannuation.








Glover's Wit




Quotations from Denis Glover's speech last week:




On New Zealand: "… united in one small nation only by a ferocious determination to get forms filled in —forms in quadruplicate. …"




On Vietnam: He foresaw the American troops leaving about 1970 or 1971. "… by then half the population is half-American. …"




On Newspapers: "… in the 1971 New Years Honours list the editor of the Dominion got a box of cigars because for the first time since 1906 a copy of the Dominion appeared without any awful literals or misplaced lines. Of course, the circulation fell away immediately. …"




On Language; He foresaw in 1971 that "… the Dominion now turns out a bilingual paper: One column in broken English, the other in phony Maori. …"
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Students' work camps not worthwhile


says Martin Kerr






New Zealand's universities need to revamp their own programme of assistance abroad.



The Criticism of the Australian university students by Mr. John Pasquerelli, member of Papua and New Guinea's House of Assembly (Dominion, March 5) and the recent United States' evaluations of the Peace Corps' programme direct attention to the New Zealand schemes.


Criticism of Australian students in Papua and New Guinea is justified and true if one accepts the 
status 
quo society with a virtually all-white administration still largely responsible to, and completely financed by Canberra. Under this system the administration seeks to develop the Territory as fast as possible in the economic, educational and political spheres.






Social aspect


But there is still the social aspect which has barely been developed in the Territory. New Guinea's first graduate (in agriculture) was thrown out of European clubs in Lae. Similarly other indigenous men and women of high standing are suffering similar insults in their own country, which are completely out of keeping with the treatment they may have had in Australia.


It is the essential nature of the actions and attitudes of the 
status quo colonial society then, which is unable, and more than not, unwilling to accept social change brought about by increasing participation by indigenous people in Papua and New Guinea's affairs.


With the influx of over three hundred Australian students into the Territory early in January, the all-white society was shocked by the scruffiness and consequent actions and attitudes of the students.


Though accommodation adn liberally subsidised fares were provided, the general impression of the students in the expatriates' eyes was to lower the image of the white man before the natives. This in many ways was so true that even myself, who held a responsible administration position on the Sepik River, on more than one occasion refused to associate myself with Australian students on some sort of Narodnik movement through the area.


In fact the "masta-boi" association in the Territory is so strong that even the natives themselves began to resent the fact of having "lower standard" Europeans in their midst.


I am not putting forward on argument that this system of colonialism is a good one, but for the Territory it is a fact, and an unfortunate bun necessary factor in Papua and New Guinea's development.






Native attitude


Since I have just discussed expatriate attitudes to students, let me try and assess the native attitude.


Of the students that came to the Territory, most spent their first fortnight in the main centres, either in Port Moresby. Lae, Madang or Rabaul. It was in these work camps that students carried out such menial tasks as digging post holes for council houses, a little carpentry work, and painting. Throughout this period the students had to be fed, transported and supplied with tools.


While on the job it was the natives' duty to feed them, and not a man's work either. The brunt of the work tell not on the students, who could not hope to work efficiently in the Territory heat anyway, but on the native women, who are always hard pressed. The native men were inclined to stand around or go on with other business.






Cost greater


The cost of one Port Moresby job was assessed at being more than it would have cost if native paid labour was used.


Thus work camps fail in this respect, despite all the benefits the students may have gained. Student work camps generally accentuate existing social problems, causing embarrassment to Europeans and natives alike, and take work away from an already under-employed indigenous work force.


I contend that the work camp arrangement, and consequent bludging of tours around the Territory by students, caused a strain both economically and socially on the Territory's plural society.


If New Zealand students are going to flock into Samoa as unskilled, peasant banana planters, I strongly recommend that they keep these points in mind. The European is held in high respect in most Pacific countries. Proving that one can dig post holes and live as poorly as natives do, does not necessarily impress the local population. In fact this is more likely to be a social and financial embarrassment to all concerned.


If students want to work abroad, then I recommend that they enter through the society ready-made for them. In that way they can receive appropriate training for more responsible jobs, commensurate with their qualifications. Students can, in this manner, influence conservative colonialist attitudes at all levels, and still maintain a close two-way contact and respect with the indigenous population.
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Japanese Girls Want Penfriends




Eleven Japanese girls— aged between 16 and 18— want to correspond with young people in New Zealand.



Association secretary Mike King says that anyone wishing to write to Miss Mercedes Piyu, Miss Cathay Lee, or anyone else should apply to him.



He says that the girls are at present studying New Zealand customs, school systems, the Maori race, and similar topics at the high school which they attend in Kobe, Japan.
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Aid Call Progress


Salient Reporter



Preparations for the association's "48-hour call" aid to Wellington's elderly are progressing well.


Public relations officer Ian McKinnon told Salient this when asked to comment on the scheme, outlined in the previous issue of Salient.


He said that he has been engaged for two weeks in contacting organisations around Wellington which could put him in contact with elderly people needing help.


At the name time he has been appealing for student volunteers to carry out the work.


"In many cases this will not be hard work." Mr. McKinnon said. "Many people would welcome someone to talk to them and perhaps make them a cup of tea."


However, other elderly people would get a morale boost from seeing cleaning or gardening jobs which were beyond them done by students. Mr. McKinnon said.
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Thailand—a new Vietnam?


by Elaine Hansen





"
The Threat of communism is possibly the best thing that has ever happened to the people of North-east Thailand. Not that communism is necessarily a good thing, but the threat of it has forced the Thai Government to sit up and take some notice of the North-east."



This is the opinion of John Harlow, Victoria University student, who spent three months working as a free-lance correspondent in South-east Asia this year.


Mr. Harlow, who spent most of his time in Thailand and South Vietnam, says that conditions in the north-east provinces of Thailand seemed to be very similar to those which prevailed in South Vietnam 10 years ago.


Today, he says, the North-east is a potential hotbed of communism and could well become a second Vietnam unless the government moves quickly to rectify its short comings of the past.


He says that for centuries the people of the North-east have been neglected by the government and left to try to find enough to eat in a land of limited resources.


"Now there is every possibility that the communists would take over the North-east by either subversion or invasion and that the local population would give at least tacit support to such a takeover," says Mr. Harlow.






Separate nature


He explains that the North-east provinces are geographically separate from the rest of Thailand The people have a tendency to look towards Laos rather than to Bangkok.


"There are many people on either side of the Mekong River who have no concept of any difference between Thailand and Laos They often have no sense of nationalism, and instead regard themselves simply as 'Pathet Lao' (a term which means Lao people)


"Communist agents are trying to encourage a separatist movement in the North-cast by showing the people that they are not Thai but Lao. The agents point out that people in the North-east speak Lao rather than Thai; that they eat 'sticky rice,' a hard lumpy form of rice,' while the Thais eat white rice; and that the Thai Government has shown no interest in the North-east."


Commenting on reports of communist terrorism in the Northeast, Mr. Harlow says that police encounters with communists tend to be overdramatised by the somewhat sensational Thai press and the communists often get the blame for the work of ordinary bandits.






Terrorism


"At this stage actual terrorism is playing only a secondary role to propaganda in the communist effort. In areas where the communists are strong they are holding regular village meetings to tell the peasants that the government is doing nothing for them and that the communists will give them tractors, good jobs and low interest loans 'when the revolution comes.'


"In other areas the communists get their message across through clandestine radio broadcasts.


"Generally speaking, the communists are not looking for a fight although they will fight if they have to. At this stage they appear to be more concerned with recruitment and propaganda, and with building up a base of support that they can rely on 'when the revolution comes.'






Straws in wind


"The peasants in Thailand, like those in Vietnam, are like straws in the wind," says Mr. Harlow. He suggests that they will support whichever side (government or communist) looks likely to win, and which will punish them more severely for having supported the other.


"Most of them have no interest in politics. All they are concerned with is getting enough to eat. Their political allegience is usually a matter of pure expediency."


Mr. Harlow says that the Thai government is now trying to counter communism by economic development. This includes new dams and irrigation projects, development in rural roading, and the extension of education and health services to most of the villages in the North-east.


"The Thai government and its allies have done a lot in a very short time to try to raise living standards in the North-east, but they still have a long way to go," concluded Mr. Harlow.
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"You Might As Well Admit It, you're gambling, aren't you?" said a Salient reporter to this group of card players in the common common room some days ago.


They agreed that they were, and threw money (picture above) on the table which they said represented their stakes.


Whether this incident is true or not, (and we have obscured the faces of the players so that they cannot be identified) gambling is again prevalent amongst some students in the Union.


Directly prohibited by Union rules—which are enforced in the first instance by the association's House Committee—gambling is being carried on in a partly concealed way.


Salient revealed last year—following confessions from students acquainted with the situation—that hands of £2 are quite common in these games.


Hands of up to £10 have been played on occasions, and groups of students have developed credit ratings to handle the stakes which are being played for.
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Director Arthur Everard, right, and cameraman Warren lePine from the National Film Unit discuss the shooting of "The New Zealanders," a colour film dealing with our land and people. They are seen here about to film the chemistry II laboratory in action for a section of the film dealing with education — photo by Murray Vickers
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Health service expands fast



Salient Reporter






The expansion of Student Health Service facilities in response to increased demand was very rapid over the last year.



Approximately forty per cent of the total student population were seen either in consultation or were medically examined at the Health Service in 1965. Dr. Fleming, the medical director of Student Health told Salient.


At the beginning of the third term last year, new and fully quipped premises were occupied at. 2 Wai-te-ata Road, which is approached from the university, from the eastern side of the Rankine Brown building.


At the commencement of this term, a full-lime medical practitioner was appointed. Three additional doctors attend during the week for varying periods.


Dr. Fleming says he hopes that as many students as possible will avail themselves of the opportunity to have a medical interview. The purpose of the interview is to give a complete medical check and offer the student an opportunity to discuss any health or medical problem.


In a good number of cases, this check will merely be a reassurance to the student that he is in good health; nevertheless he says it is considered important, particularly for freshers, as it forms a basis for future attendances at the Service.






Sport check-up


Dr. Fleming urges students taking part in active sport to apply for this check-up so that an assurance can be given that no unsuspected abnormality may prevent full participation and enjoyment.


One of the examining doctors, as medical advisor to the NZ Amateur Athletic Association, has a particular interest in "sports medicine". Some years ago, he was a national and international rugby player.


When requested, premarital checks and advice are offered during the medical interview.


There is a women doctor on the panel, Dr. Diana Mason, who examines the majority of women students.


Those who become unwell in their lodgings, flats, hostels, etc., may 'phone the service for advice. A visit will be made to the student if the illness or injury is not a minor one.


Health Service doctors will visit the hospital to help arrange convalescence or do anyhing necessary to assist in rehabilitation to full activity at university.
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New forum safeguards approved



Executive Reporter




Forum controller, Tony Ashenden, plans to "constitutionalise" forum.



At a recent executive meeting Ashenden announced he intended drawing up a constitution and to incorporate forum.


This, he explained, was necessary to prevent any takeover by a small group and to ensure its continued existence.


After hearing Mr. Ashenden, executive decided that only stall and students be permitted to speak at forum.


Executive also on Mr. Ashenden's recommendation passed a motion excluding all representatives of the news media (including Salient) from attending forum.


The motions passed were, he said, only a stop-gap measure until his constitutional motions come through.


The forum controller conceives forum as a place where members of the university can air their views without fearing possible misinterpretation by the news media.


Asked to comment on the exclusion of Salient, editor Hugh Rennie said "I quite agree with Mr. Ashenden's point of view."


He said forum's free speech should be restricted as little as possible—and said he believed the exclusion of the press actually promoted this aim.
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Is Twerp Week Cultural Aid?




Two American students have proposed that Victoria students adopt an American custom of having a "Twerp Week."



According to the letter executive received recently, during "Twerp Week" the usual practice of boys dating girls is reversed.



"The girls pick the boys up; the girls supply the transport, if necessary; the girls see the boys are safely returned home; the girls pay the entire cost of the night out" said the letter.



Executive handed the matter to the cultural affairs officer.
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Pettipoint


By Latent


Usually well-informed sources have denied the rumour that Norman Kirk is about to make a speech declaring major policy planks of the Labour Party. "People might disagree with me," he is quoted as saying. It is believed that he is, however, preparing a speech declaring major policy planks of the National Party. "After all, they are the ones that worked last time, aren't they?" was his comment. It was not pointed out to him that these were also the ones which lost. Meantime, back in the Jungle, Dear, fuddled, evil old K. plots End plans, hatches batches of blight blue eager bands to prepare for a snap election while K is caught downtrou. (Sorry — my typewriter gets this way at times) and disorganised. Like within the next year or two, say.


* * *



The Anarchist has returned, and the scene enlivens once again. Old hands murmur the name "Dwyer" quietly in the gloom, freshers wonder and executives quail. Once again it seems that there might be a body of belief among the nihilism. Nothing like a second coming to keep the world on its toes, although it does seem to prefer its knees. The rumour, incidentally, that the Open Air Campaigners have declared a general mobilisation has not yet been denied.


* * *


Do you watch the anarchist noticeboard? Should do. Witty, daring, too. Would you or I dare to pass off the work of professional writers as our own? Dear Rex, I have Spike Milligan's book, too. Also read Punch. Suggest you go back to some of the original stuff we used to see.


* * *


At last we know why the Americans keep pulling men into space. They don't have a ready-made Royal Family like we lucky people have. If they send policy-makers like Humphrey he is expected to make policy, like suggest politely that it we don't increase our Vietnam commitment the United States may not be quite so willing to buy our beef, say. But if they create some instant hero "the peak of physical and mental attainment" no less, then we will strew him with flowers, roll out the blue carpet, and show our children what good fellows the Americans really are.


* * *



Not that a large number of the males in the university think otherwise after the visit of the "Seven Seas." The Hon. Sec, is believed to have the current mailing address for the ship for anyone interested.
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One-Sided View Not Wanted


By Hugh Rennie




In common with most New Zealand newspapers, this paper receives releases from the United States Information Service.


One specially prepared for student newspapers is "Campus Opinion—a roundup of letters and editorials from United States college newspapers."


This service, it might be expected, would be a sampling of representative student opinion on topical issues.


The latest series to reach us includes a four-page feature which begins:



"College students across the United States lake very definite and varied views on their country's commitment to action in Vietnam. Letters-to-the-editor columns in their campus newspapers are filled with their comments. Here are some of them:"


There then follows six letters from five different student newspapers.


Every one of these letters explicitly endorses the United States action in Vietnam.


The nearest any of the letters comes to disagreement is to admit that "I do not believe that all who disagree with me are immoral, cowardly, traitors."


But other letters call those who disagree "the fanatic few," "blind and unreasoning radicals," and accuse them of being draft dodgers using "dishonest methods."


We at Salient long ago became cynical from reading this son of mail. We are not so naive as to believe that this represents a "roundup" of campus opinion at all.


This should not be interpreted as an anti-American attitude. We have a deep respect for the American nation and what it stands for.


But one thing you won't find in Salient is USIS political "opinion round-ups."
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Arts Reporter



Woolworths (NZ) 
Ltd. have become the first corporate member of Centre Gallery. Inc. They will pay an annual subscription of £50.


Chairman Russell Hancock says he sees this as the beginning of a teaming up between artists and businessmen.


"It augurs well for the future of the Wellington Centre Gallery, and eventually for the cultural development and prestige of Wellington city," he says.
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Bill's back!





Salient Reporter



"
If There Were A 
God, would he tolerate this musical rubbish?" asked Bill Dwyer of a small crowd gathered to listen to the open air campaigners, a couple of weeks ago.



Whether or not he would, it was made clear that one or two members of the crowd would not tolerate Bill Dwyer. Scarcely had he made this remark (into the campaigners' amplifying system) than a powerfully-built member of the crowd attacked him, notwithstanding the fact that Dwyer was encased in plaster, and not completely able to defend himself.


Former Wellington activist Dwyer and four Vic anarchists had been furiously heckling the evangelists as they played music, sang songs and otherwise spread their message fast and thick over the land. The audience consisted mainly of Maoris and Islanders, a fact which prompted one of the unconverted to sundry rude remarks about Samuel Marsden and his treatment of the Maoris.


One of the campaigners, testifying about the advantages of being saved, said that since he bad come to Jesus he was not troubled with having to think about sex. This remark proved too much for Dwyer who expressed his opinion into the campaigners' microphone. Having been assaulted, he proceeded to lay about with his walking stick but was attacked again. Only the intervention of a sturdy supporter saved him from possible severe injury.






A free country


The campaigners berated the anarchists with cries of "This is a free country—you can't do that here!" but Dwyer, unperturbed, turned to the assembly and delivered an oration on "Christian bastards," while friends held back waves of hysterical fans. The anarchists, perceiving the mood of the crowd, decided that discretion was indeed the better part of valour and proceeded on their way.
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Maori carvings saved


By Irene Burnley






Students who joined a move last year to save historic Maori carvings found themselves involved in a memorable work camp.



In the August holidays a small group of students, under the capable leadership of Peter McLaughlan and Beth Marshall set up camp within the Papawa camp, three miles from Greytown.


The chief aim was to restore and erect the many fine wooden carvings belonging to the pa. A formidable task considering that many of the carvings were found water-logged and deteriorating in the long grass surrounding the pa.


However in spite of the persistently damp conditions the carvings soon dried out, enabling us to set to in earnest on the job of cleaning and treating them with liquid preservative.


Carved out of totara logs at the turn of the century, the numerous carved figures remain impressive examples of Maori craftsmanship.


They are said to represent the ancient cheifs and prominent figures associated with the early history of the pa and include an interesting carved representation of a white man.


The most outstanding carving stand over 12 feet. Of massive dimensions, they display the bold confident hand of the master carver, Tauria Papanui.






Village life


Although the pa is supplied with electricity there are no modern cooking facilities. All the food had to be cooked in large pots hanging over an open fire in a ramshackle cookhouse, and carried 25 yards to the pa.


In spite of these somewhat primitive conditions, a phenomenal quantity of good hot food was served and ravenously consumed.


After the evening meal everyone would gather close around the open fire where we were joined by the Maori boys with their guitars, or a local folksinging trio, and so would continue singing late into the night.


Throughout the week we received many visitors. Maori and pakeha alike, bringing gifts of food, provisions, and equipment, eagerly volunteering advice and information and generally showing a great deal of enthusiasm in the project.






One highlight


Among the highlights of the week was the main get-together held one night in the pa.


We were entertained with Maori action songs and in return treated them to several boisterous numbers from the student song book which were received with loud applause and laughter.


At such times as these, small groups could gather round the older Maoris, who with great charm and quiet dignity would enchant us with stories and myths surrounding the colourful history of the pa.


The erection of the carvings represents only the first step in the major project of restoring the whole pa, a task which will now be carried on by the local restoration committee.
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Editorials




Salient




April 1, 1966


Operation 21 doesn't impress



Today Ends the eighth week of "Operation 21," an activity organised by the Corso Freedom from Hunger campaign and the National Youth Council. It is described as "part of a world-wide movement aimed at mobilising youth in the fight against hunger."


Salient—as one of the few publications in this country which circulates amongst the people intended to be involved in this campaign—has been sent publicity material by the organisers.


The main statement of its aims, a pamphlet called "Youth Against Hunger," leaves us distinctly unimpressed.


It would be difficult to imagine a proposal less likely to inspire university students to action.


A careful study of the pamphlet reveals only one stated reason why students should do something— because people are hungry—and a very hazy, ill-described outline of what they can do.


We expect something more from the people who run this aid programme than the naive idea that because men are starving, we should therefore feed them.


We would first ask:


• Why are they starving?


• How can they best be fed?


• How can we help them ensure that this situation will not continue?


• Since we cannot aid all, whom should we aid first?


• What can we do best—send ourselves or send our economic aid?


The pamphlet offers no answers. It merely says:



Act Yourself in the Operation 21 programme in your town, city and district. If no activities are planned in your area, get together with as many groups as possible and start something. Consider serving overseas as a volunteer ... join a work camp team ... arouse public interest with displays, teach-ins, debates ... conduct promotional and fund-raising efforts to support the project and to directly benefit the less fortunate overseas.



Give Of Yourself to operation 21's 10x10 scheme. Every New Zealander between 13 and 30 (708,000 of them) will be asked to give 10 per cent of their wages or pocket money for the last 10 weeks of the Operation 21 programme. This money will go towards overseas projects. You could help distribute coin envelopes.



Pledge Yourself to youth's fight against hunger. Fill in and sign the attached Operation 21 "Declaration against Hunger" and send it in. It will be presented, with thousands of others, to the Government and United Nations to urge them into action.


It then outlines what has been or will be done:



Operation 21 
Already Has These Schemes Underway. An Operation 21 Work Camp on the outskirts of Suva (Fiji) planted a large area of rice to put the impoverished native families in the area back on their feet.


Thirty New Zealand University students made up the volunteer party and spent a month of their vacation working on the scheme, paying their own fares, to and from Fiji. It was Operation 21's first project to help the less fortunate help themselves to a better way of life. A similar scheme was conducted in Samoa, where student volunteers spent four weeks planting a complete new Banana Plantation—a fruit very much connected with the livelihood and health of the Pacific Islanders.


There are other projects underway too: these include the adoption of villages in the Philippines to improve their agricultural methods and living standards; the bringing of eight young Korean farmers to New Zealand to work on dairy farms for a year; the purchasing of a tractor and implements to assist the work of a New Zealand agricultural graduate who is training young Indian men in modern farming methods.


Can it really be said that the work camps already undertaken justify their expense? Planting rice in Fiji, or bananas in Samoa, is, surely, not work for well-meaning but untrained New Zealand students.


The young labourers of these countries, used to working in tropical climates, would surely be glad to be employed to do such work.


What is needed urgently is a thorough examination of the aims of our overseas aid, coloured not by political or religious views, but by the economic realities of the situation.


It may well be that the active promotion of birth control education and the provision of subsidies for such literature and devices would do more to help than all the well-intentioned efforts of "Operation 21."


There are many hundreds of young New Zealanders at this university who care deeply about the problems of the world today. But they ask, as they are well-entitled to do, whether this country is doing what is really needed through the present aid system.—
H.B.R.
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In 1963, first-year university students drawn from the Wellington district were about as academically successful as their counterparts of previous years: "Freshers" studying full-time failed about 30 per cent of 
the total units they collectively enrolled for; part-time first-year students fared somewhat worse, failing 53 per cent of their units.


To place these comments in sharper perspective we could note that in 1963 about 25 per cent of all first-year, full-time students passed at the most one unit: in that same year, 50 per cent, part-time first-year students passed no units at all.
1


These rather bald statistics are not presented for their shock-value; the purpose is not to scare, or coerce freshers into working harder, or burning the midnight oil.


They are presented in order to highlight the fact that students who do well at school are not necessarily as successful at university.


Why students "fail" at their university studies, and what can be done about failure, constitute incredibly complex and often poorly understood problems; in this brief article I will attempt to emphasise some contemporary ideas on these subjects.






No blueprint


There is no one blueprint of past experience or present virtue that guarantees a student academic success: the same is true for failure. A whole host of factors interact to determine success or failure at the university.


But let us suppose that an actuary was attempting to make predictions as to the success of different groups of students in their academic work. He would want to isolate those factors which are most often linked with failure (or success); he might even go further and inquire into the best ways of ensuring that students who look like failing in fact do not so fail.


Let us examine some of the conclusions on which there is a fair degree of agreement.


Many people in answer to the question "Why do students fail at the university?" would probably reply that it is a combination of inadequate preparation in the secondary schools, unsatisfactory persistence on the part of the individual student—they might add, almost as an after-thought, that inadequate teaching at the university also exercised an effect.






Unsatisfactory


This would be an unsatisfactory answer for a variety of reasons. Firstly, it tells us little or nothing of the relative contribution of these facial's (are they interactive ... cumulative or what?). Secondly, in limiting the causes of failure to past academic performance, and present endeavour, non-academic factors such as the student's home life, or the immediate stresses and strains that are part of living, are neglected: finally, such a view takes no account of the fact changes in role are often productive of stress which, in turn, requires a period of time for adaption—adolescence, going into one's first job, or coming to a university are all examples of a role change which often involves considerable and unusual stresses, for which people are unprepared.


Let me try and examine, briefly, what are often understood to be the causes of student failure. Following that I will attempt to outline some of the possible ways by which failure might be minimized together with some discursive notes on the more apparent deficiencies and inadequacies as they exist in the here-and-now in New Zealand universities.






Partial guide


There is little doubt that the past academic performance of a student is a partial guide to future success: the primary New Zealand reference on this subject. "Success and Failure at the University"
2 ably testifies to this. This document together with independent evidence
3 also suggests that the correlation between entrance qualifications and academic success is a moderate positive one.


In short, entrance qualifications alone are not necessarily predictive of success at the university; they may with equal justification be interpreted to indicate how far along the educational road the student has travelled.


When we become more specific in our questions as to effect of past academic performance on university success, answers become more imprecise: this is probably the combined result of imprecision in the questions that are asked, together with inadequate research evidence.






Facts needed


For example, it is often asserted that students are inadequately prepared for university study. To support such a view it would at the least be necessary to document specific inadequacies, such as deficiencies in comprehension and facility in the fields of written (or spoken) English or Mathematics: it would be preferable to go further and specify the optimum academic preparation for different kinds of university work, and thus obtain an estimate of the extent to which individuals depart from such a criterion. Less specific charges of this kind include the assertion that post-primary schools turn out students who are ill-prepared to study under their own steam, but are more dependent upon the stick and the carrot. To put the problem more bluntly, many first-year students have in their post-primary school career been told 
what to study, 
when is study and how to study. At the university they will have to make many of these decisions for themselves; inevitably some fail to make the necessary adaption.


It has often been argued, often on the basis of non-existent evidence, that the counter-attractions to lectures and study that are in fundamental element in university life cause failure (such as student activities, the interest in social and community problems): e.g., the argument runs, that students pay too much attention to extra-curricular activities and too little to their studies. The argument may be reasonable, only the presentation of evidence can confirm or refute this.


I would content myself with a couple of rather trite observations: that extra-curricular activities are an integral part of a university education, and that students must work out for themselves the most judicious blend on the extra-curricular and the curricular.4 It could also be noted that the continual up-grading of university courses must eat into the time that students have available to them to participate in the "other activities": contrarily some employers place great emphasis a graduate's performance in student affairs.






Two pressures


Thus the contemporary fresher is under contradictory pressures one stressing the toughening of university courses, the other emphasising the importance of extra-curilcular activities.


It has been argued that the "disstance" between lecturer and student at the university acts against the interests of "education", in the widest sense in which that term is used. Large classes are often mentioned as "evidence" for such an assertion. There is probably much truth in such a view, but it should not be concluded that large classes inevitably mean "anonymity" for the student or that the student is seen as a statistic on a card, or a name on a class roll.






Anonymity


For the most part the fresher is confronted with a large class— and perhaps some by a feeling of anonymity: such a confrontation merely serves to emphasise the importance of tutorial periods where problems can and should be thrashed out, as well as the participation of staff and students in the affairs of the Union.





Any discussion on the "causes" student failure must also include mention of the "home life" 
[
unclear: a] the student—whether he is in 
[
unclear: ct] living at home or not. Problems of finance, study facilities, 
[
unclear: rents] who support the student's 
[
unclear: deuvours] all play on important 
[
unclear: le] in success and failure. The 
[
unclear: oad] view is often expressed that 
[
unclear: ose] students whose parents have 
[
unclear: tanded] university (second generation students) are at an advantage to those who are the first 
[
unclear: presentatives] of their family 
[
unclear: o] undertake university study first generation students). This 
[
unclear: ew] may be of value, though I 
[
unclear: now] of no evidence to support it 
[
unclear: sofar] us New Zealand students 
[
unclear: re] concerned.






But some succeed


With all these perils which I 
[
unclear: ave] deliberately emphasised—it 
[
unclear: eems] a wonder that we find any students graduating; the fact that 
[
unclear: his] year we are to have two 
[
unclear: raduation] ceremonies instead of 
[
unclear: ne] shows that many students are succcssful. But perhaps of those who fail, a proportion need not do 
[
unclear: o]: perhaps with the appropriate 
[
unclear: aclities] more could be done to 
[
unclear: ave] the "academic casualties."


I will go out on a limb and suggest a few possibilities, some practical, others perhaps not so: some expensive, and time-consuming others not so expensive, but still time-consuming.






Counselling


One of the most demonstrable needs is for additional counselling services; these need not necessarily be located in the universities, 
[
unclear: nce] the earlier that deficiencies in study habits, methods, or the 
[
unclear: rasp] of basic skills are detected 
[
unclear: nd] corrected the better.
5 This is 
[
unclear: ot] to say that an increase in 
[
unclear: ounselling] facilities at the university level would not be of value 
[
unclear: n] comparison with most other New Zealand universities, Victoria fortunate to have a fully operational group of welfare services, There is however, always room 
[
unclear: or] improvement, and in terms of 
[
unclear: e] need for an army of trained counsellors the need appears self-
[
unclear: wident]. More—much more—could 
[
unclear: e] said on this question; however, 
[
unclear: a] hope that the major point, the relative absence or trained personnel, has been made.






Expedients


It is unrealistic to expect that an "army of counsellors can be made to appear overnight: Given this, other 
expedients, and that word should be emphasised, must be sought. The following few suggestions are obviously not exhaustive, but are merely indications as to possible lines of thought.


If one allows that the methods of study, techniques of instruction and the skills that the student is expected to acquire at the university differ materially from those stressed in the post-primary schools, then clearly, the need for training in university - oriented skills is necessary. Examples of the kind of basic skill I am thinking of would be in the field of note taking, speed reading and comprehension, the use of library and other technical resources. I appreciate that the students' association, with the co-operation of members of the academic staff, not to mention the library staff, are in part fulfilling this function: It dues not seem unfair to note that the services which are at present, provided are somewhat sporadic, hit-or-miss affairs.






Special courses


What is required is a series of courses, designed on the one hand to correct specific deficiencies and on the other to provide students with necessary skills: these courses to be of maximum efficiency should be systematically planned and introduced, tested for effectiveness, and revised where necessary. The present facilities while welcomed by students provide little or no feedback to the organisers of those facilities; and surely a course without an evaluative tallow-up is not capable of built-in improvement?


In terms of guidance and tutorial functions it is reasonable to observe that members of the academic staff can function in some ways like a counsellor: Many already assist in this way. It has already been observed that one of the ways in which students are most inadequately prepared by the secondary schools is in the field of basic mathematical skills.
6


It can legitimately be argued that such deficiencies should be corrected before entry to the university; furthermore members of the academic staff, already under considerable pressures as a result of staff shortages, can, and do argue that while they may have the inclination they do not have the time to provide pre-university level courses.






Partial answer


A partial resolution to this dilemma might lie in the adoption of automatic teaching devices, which for the most part adopt programmed learning techniques. Such methods are particularly suitable in the area of mathematical concept-learning, but are not restricted to that field of remedial learning.


It is suggested that a number of students "flunk" because they find that their course of study is not that most suited to their abilities or changing interests. Where this is the case it is often the result of new interests which have been developed as a result of the student's first year at the university. It must be admitted that there are some difficulties in to change his course of study in mid-stream—often such difficulties are related to bursary requirements, the regulations governing "cross-crediting of subjects" and so forth.


All these points argue for a rational appraisal by the student of the academic choices that lie before him, preferably (but unfortunately) in his first year of study. The criterion by which subjects should be selected by the student I would argue, is that of interest: Interest does not always coincide with the student's "best subject at school."






Success factors


Earlier I observed that the evidence on success and failure at the university suggested that there were some factors which often seemed to be associated with university success: Briefly set out these related to the student's past academic record, his other entrance qualifications, whether he was part time or full time, his ability to adapt to the demands of a different role, and, finally, characteristics associated with the individual student.


If within broad but tolerable limits the relative, or cumulative effect of these factors on student performance can be specified what should be done with the "poor risk" student, i.e., those students with a low probability of success? It does not seem unreasonable to argue that the poor risk student is likely to fare better if he can be persuaded, or if necessary told, to accept a lighter academic load.


In this way it may well take the less capable student longer to qualify, but he may in fact do so. As of now some students undoubtedly fail because they are trying to do too much.


It may be felt by some people that the "solution" just suggested is altogether too dictatorial: In some ways I do not deny that such is the case. However, I would counter such a view by noting that the Professorial Board, rightly or not, at present has the power to prevent a student from enrolling in more than three units —some presumably the "good risk" students, being allowed to offer themselves in more subjects: In view of such a policy it does not seem unreasonable to impose limits on the load carried by poor risk students






Conclusion


In this short article I have attempted to outline some of the factors contributing to academic failure: By way of counterbalance. I have also attempted to suggest some of the ways in which such failure can be anticipated, and I hope avoided.






Footnotes


All the above figures were drawn from the V.U.W. Liaison Officer's Reports and the Professorial Board Report (PB 66/1) annex tables II. IV and V.



Parkyn G. W. Success and Failure at the University Vol 1. 1960. New Zealand Council for Educational Research.



Small J. J. Individual Behaviour and Student Performance An Integrative View. In "The Transition from School to University," Blizard P. J. (Ed.), Wellington, 1965. pp 78-102.


Always supposing that Such an artificial distinction can be made in terms of the aims of a university education.


This represents an assumption on my part—i.e that early detection means a sounder prognosis.


Some recent reports of the Professorial Board make this point quite eloquently.
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In 1963, first-year university students drawn from the Wellington district were about as academically successful as their counterparts of previous years: "Freshers" studying full-time failed about 30 per cent of 
the total units they collectively enrolled for; part-time first-year students fared somewhat worse, failing 53 per cent of their units.


To place these comments in sharper perspective we could note that in 1963 about 25 per cent of all first-year, full-time students passed at the most one unit: in that same year, 50 per cent, part-time first-year students passed no units at all.
1


These rather bald statistics are not presented for their shock-value; the purpose is not to scare, or coerce freshers into working harder, or burning the midnight oil.


They are presented in order to highlight the fact that students who do well at school are not necessarily as successful at university.


Why students "fail" at their university studies, and what can be done about failure, constitute incredibly complex and often poorly understood problems; in this brief article I will attempt to emphasise some contemporary ideas on these subjects.
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No blueprint


There is no one blueprint of past experience or present virtue that guarantees a student academic success: the same is true for failure. A whole host of factors interact to determine success or failure at the university.


But let us suppose that an actuary was attempting to make predictions as to the success of different groups of students in their academic work. He would want to isolate those factors which are most often linked with failure (or success); he might even go further and inquire into the best ways of ensuring that students who look like failing in fact do not so fail.


Let us examine some of the conclusions on which there is a fair degree of agreement.


Many people in answer to the question "Why do students fail at the university?" would probably reply that it is a combination of inadequate preparation in the secondary schools, unsatisfactory persistence on the part of the individual student—they might add, almost as an after-thought, that inadequate teaching at the university also exercised an effect.
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Unsatisfactory


This would be an unsatisfactory answer for a variety of reasons. Firstly, it tells us little or nothing of the relative contribution of these facial's (are they interactive ... cumulative or what?). Secondly, in limiting the causes of failure to past academic performance, and present endeavour, non-academic factors such as the student's home life, or the immediate stresses and strains that are part of living, are neglected: finally, such a view takes no account of the fact changes in role are often productive of stress which, in turn, requires a period of time for adaption—adolescence, going into one's first job, or coming to a university are all examples of a role change which often involves considerable and unusual stresses, for which people are unprepared.


Let me try and examine, briefly, what are often understood to be the causes of student failure. Following that I will attempt to outline some of the possible ways by which failure might be minimized together with some discursive notes on the more apparent deficiencies and inadequacies as they exist in the here-and-now in New Zealand universities.
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Partial guide


There is little doubt that the past academic performance of a student is a partial guide to future success: the primary New Zealand reference on this subject. "Success and Failure at the University"
2 ably testifies to this. This document together with independent evidence
3 also suggests that the correlation between entrance qualifications and academic success is a moderate positive one.


In short, entrance qualifications alone are not necessarily predictive of success at the university; they may with equal justification be interpreted to indicate how far along the educational road the student has travelled.


When we become more specific in our questions as to effect of past academic performance on university success, answers become more imprecise: this is probably the combined result of imprecision in the questions that are asked, together with inadequate research evidence.
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Facts needed


For example, it is often asserted that students are inadequately prepared for university study. To support such a view it would at the least be necessary to document specific inadequacies, such as deficiencies in comprehension and facility in the fields of written (or spoken) English or Mathematics: it would be preferable to go further and specify the optimum academic preparation for different kinds of university work, and thus obtain an estimate of the extent to which individuals depart from such a criterion. Less specific charges of this kind include the assertion that post-primary schools turn out students who are ill-prepared to study under their own steam, but are more dependent upon the stick and the carrot. To put the problem more bluntly, many first-year students have in their post-primary school career been told 
what to study, 
when is study and how to study. At the university they will have to make many of these decisions for themselves; inevitably some fail to make the necessary adaption.


It has often been argued, often on the basis of non-existent evidence, that the counter-attractions to lectures and study that are in fundamental element in university life cause failure (such as student activities, the interest in social and community problems): e.g., the argument runs, that students pay too much attention to extra-curricular activities and too little to their studies. The argument may be reasonable, only the presentation of evidence can confirm or refute this.


I would content myself with a couple of rather trite observations: that extra-curricular activities are an integral part of a university education, and that students must work out for themselves the most judicious blend on the extra-curricular and the curricular.4 It could also be noted that the continual up-grading of university courses must eat into the time that students have available to them to participate in the "other activities": contrarily some employers place great emphasis a graduate's performance in student affairs.
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Two pressures


Thus the contemporary fresher is under contradictory pressures one stressing the toughening of university courses, the other emphasising the importance of extra-curilcular activities.


It has been argued that the "disstance" between lecturer and student at the university acts against the interests of "education", in the widest sense in which that term is used. Large classes are often mentioned as "evidence" for such an assertion. There is probably much truth in such a view, but it should not be concluded that large classes inevitably mean "anonymity" for the student or that the student is seen as a statistic on a card, or a name on a class roll.
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Anonymity


For the most part the fresher is confronted with a large class— and perhaps some by a feeling of anonymity: such a confrontation merely serves to emphasise the importance of tutorial periods where problems can and should be thrashed out, as well as the participation of staff and students in the affairs of the Union.





Any discussion on the "causes" student failure must also include mention of the "home life" 
[
unclear: a] the student—whether he is in 
[
unclear: ct] living at home or not. Problems of finance, study facilities, 
[
unclear: rents] who support the student's 
[
unclear: deuvours] all play on important 
[
unclear: le] in success and failure. The 
[
unclear: oad] view is often expressed that 
[
unclear: ose] students whose parents have 
[
unclear: tanded] university (second generation students) are at an advantage to those who are the first 
[
unclear: presentatives] of their family 
[
unclear: o] undertake university study first generation students). This 
[
unclear: ew] may be of value, though I 
[
unclear: now] of no evidence to support it 
[
unclear: sofar] us New Zealand students 
[
unclear: re] concerned.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 29, No. 3. 1966.

But some succeed




But some succeed


With all these perils which I 
[
unclear: ave] deliberately emphasised—it 
[
unclear: eems] a wonder that we find any students graduating; the fact that 
[
unclear: his] year we are to have two 
[
unclear: raduation] ceremonies instead of 
[
unclear: ne] shows that many students are succcssful. But perhaps of those who fail, a proportion need not do 
[
unclear: o]: perhaps with the appropriate 
[
unclear: aclities] more could be done to 
[
unclear: ave] the "academic casualties."


I will go out on a limb and suggest a few possibilities, some practical, others perhaps not so: some expensive, and time-consuming others not so expensive, but still time-consuming.
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Counselling


One of the most demonstrable needs is for additional counselling services; these need not necessarily be located in the universities, 
[
unclear: nce] the earlier that deficiencies in study habits, methods, or the 
[
unclear: rasp] of basic skills are detected 
[
unclear: nd] corrected the better.
5 This is 
[
unclear: ot] to say that an increase in 
[
unclear: ounselling] facilities at the university level would not be of value 
[
unclear: n] comparison with most other New Zealand universities, Victoria fortunate to have a fully operational group of welfare services, There is however, always room 
[
unclear: or] improvement, and in terms of 
[
unclear: e] need for an army of trained counsellors the need appears self-
[
unclear: wident]. More—much more—could 
[
unclear: e] said on this question; however, 
[
unclear: a] hope that the major point, the relative absence or trained personnel, has been made.
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Expedients


It is unrealistic to expect that an "army of counsellors can be made to appear overnight: Given this, other 
expedients, and that word should be emphasised, must be sought. The following few suggestions are obviously not exhaustive, but are merely indications as to possible lines of thought.


If one allows that the methods of study, techniques of instruction and the skills that the student is expected to acquire at the university differ materially from those stressed in the post-primary schools, then clearly, the need for training in university - oriented skills is necessary. Examples of the kind of basic skill I am thinking of would be in the field of note taking, speed reading and comprehension, the use of library and other technical resources. I appreciate that the students' association, with the co-operation of members of the academic staff, not to mention the library staff, are in part fulfilling this function: It dues not seem unfair to note that the services which are at present, provided are somewhat sporadic, hit-or-miss affairs.
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Special courses


What is required is a series of courses, designed on the one hand to correct specific deficiencies and on the other to provide students with necessary skills: these courses to be of maximum efficiency should be systematically planned and introduced, tested for effectiveness, and revised where necessary. The present facilities while welcomed by students provide little or no feedback to the organisers of those facilities; and surely a course without an evaluative tallow-up is not capable of built-in improvement?


In terms of guidance and tutorial functions it is reasonable to observe that members of the academic staff can function in some ways like a counsellor: Many already assist in this way. It has already been observed that one of the ways in which students are most inadequately prepared by the secondary schools is in the field of basic mathematical skills.
6


It can legitimately be argued that such deficiencies should be corrected before entry to the university; furthermore members of the academic staff, already under considerable pressures as a result of staff shortages, can, and do argue that while they may have the inclination they do not have the time to provide pre-university level courses.
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Partial answer


A partial resolution to this dilemma might lie in the adoption of automatic teaching devices, which for the most part adopt programmed learning techniques. Such methods are particularly suitable in the area of mathematical concept-learning, but are not restricted to that field of remedial learning.


It is suggested that a number of students "flunk" because they find that their course of study is not that most suited to their abilities or changing interests. Where this is the case it is often the result of new interests which have been developed as a result of the student's first year at the university. It must be admitted that there are some difficulties in to change his course of study in mid-stream—often such difficulties are related to bursary requirements, the regulations governing "cross-crediting of subjects" and so forth.


All these points argue for a rational appraisal by the student of the academic choices that lie before him, preferably (but unfortunately) in his first year of study. The criterion by which subjects should be selected by the student I would argue, is that of interest: Interest does not always coincide with the student's "best subject at school."
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Success factors


Earlier I observed that the evidence on success and failure at the university suggested that there were some factors which often seemed to be associated with university success: Briefly set out these related to the student's past academic record, his other entrance qualifications, whether he was part time or full time, his ability to adapt to the demands of a different role, and, finally, characteristics associated with the individual student.


If within broad but tolerable limits the relative, or cumulative effect of these factors on student performance can be specified what should be done with the "poor risk" student, i.e., those students with a low probability of success? It does not seem unreasonable to argue that the poor risk student is likely to fare better if he can be persuaded, or if necessary told, to accept a lighter academic load.


In this way it may well take the less capable student longer to qualify, but he may in fact do so. As of now some students undoubtedly fail because they are trying to do too much.


It may be felt by some people that the "solution" just suggested is altogether too dictatorial: In some ways I do not deny that such is the case. However, I would counter such a view by noting that the Professorial Board, rightly or not, at present has the power to prevent a student from enrolling in more than three units —some presumably the "good risk" students, being allowed to offer themselves in more subjects: In view of such a policy it does not seem unreasonable to impose limits on the load carried by poor risk students
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Conclusion


In this short article I have attempted to outline some of the factors contributing to academic failure: By way of counterbalance. I have also attempted to suggest some of the ways in which such failure can be anticipated, and I hope avoided.
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Footnotes


All the above figures were drawn from the V.U.W. Liaison Officer's Reports and the Professorial Board Report (PB 66/1) annex tables II. IV and V.



Parkyn G. W. Success and Failure at the University Vol 1. 1960. New Zealand Council for Educational Research.



Small J. J. Individual Behaviour and Student Performance An Integrative View. In "The Transition from School to University," Blizard P. J. (Ed.), Wellington, 1965. pp 78-102.


Always supposing that Such an artificial distinction can be made in terms of the aims of a university education.


This represents an assumption on my part—i.e that early detection means a sounder prognosis.


Some recent reports of the Professorial Board make this point quite eloquently.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 29, No. 3. 1966.

Salient





Salient




Editor: 
Heughan Rennie



Business Manager: Neil Woodhams


 
Assistant Business Manager: Bob Gunn



Executive Reporter: Barrie Saunders



Religious Editor: Mike King



Advertising Manager: Alistair Bisley



Senior Reporter: Penn Pattison



Records Editor: Don Hewitson



Administration Officer: Peter Atkinson



Fine Arts Reviewers: Peter Robb, Miles Fairburn, Boyd Anderson



Political Editor: Patricia Caughlty



Council Reporter: Elaine Hansen



Photographers: Dave Fergusson, Chris Black, Bob Sillis, Tony Adams, Murray Vickers


 
Artist: Ash Murray



Cultural Clubs Reportar: Janet McCallum



Distribution Manager: Graeme Collins



Contributing Editor: Jonathan Fox



Sports Editor: John Winton


Registered at the G.P.O., Wellington, as a Newspaper.



Circulation Exceeds 5000




Box 196, Wellington.




Phone 70-319 (5 lines)










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 29, No. 3. 1966.

Letters — Pocock's view attacked
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Pocock's view attacked



Sirs,—I read with Interest Professor Pocock's article entitled "U.S. Strategy in Vietnam."


I feel I must comment on this sophisticated apologia for his anti-revolutionary stance.


Under the cloak of rolling language in scholar's tones can he seen the body of the familiar myths; the same old garbage that is dished out by the propagandists in the mass media. His whole approach is couched in the familiar terms of Marxism-Leninism, the class war, the "party," the "people," etc., etc.


All this is totally irrelevant. The appeal to the masses which accompanies the kind of revolution that he is talking about is made in precisely the above terms —in terms of political concepts and persuasions. But it would be difficult to outline exactly what kind of political persuasion is aimed at the Vietnamese peasant by the National Liberation Front.


To be sure the Front has a programme which lies somewhere in the liberal-socialist range, but it must be pointed out that this programme has been drawn up to appeal to Vietnamese intellectuals and middle-class citizens and to people outside the conflict like Professor Pocock and myself.


This is an academic appeal only. The motivation and drive behind the frenzied activities of the peasant guerrilla is an immediate visual stimulus which he finds repugnant, such as a white devil trampling all over his land and dropping bombs on him.


Thus the appeal to the peasant is devoid of the "workers arise and cast off your shackles" motif but is couched instead in terms of nationalist aspiration (with ethnic overtones) and foreign imperialism (rather than capitalism).


Scott Nearing (Monthly Review, December. 1965) has put the point with clarity:


"This grim survey of a people who have been at war almost continuously for the last 20 years presents the point of view of an outsider—from halfway around the earth. It does not explain why the Vietnamese are in the war ... For at least a thousand years the Vietnamese have been trying to enforce the rule, 'Vietnam for the Vietnamese.' In recent years their chief adversaries have been: first France: then Japan, and, since 1954, the United States. In each of these cases the Vietnamese have been trying to prevent a foreign power from taking over their country. That is the chief reason why Vietnamese. North and South, are fighting today.


"State Department propaganda overlooks this plain fact. Consequently it is persistently out of focus. State Department policy is not concerned with Vietnam but with the United States and its interests."


I think Professor Pocock overlooks the point, too. In fact, I doubt very much whether the Vietnamese situation could even be described as a revolutionary war. It is the reaction of a people against the forces of an occupying power and a collaborating dictatorship conducted by way of guerrilla strategy, which is a different thing altogether.


In his general theoretical remarks Professor Pocock peddles some more myths. The first is his equation: freedom and democracy equals multi-party elections.


This is nonsense. As an anarchist I must maintain that all forms of authority are ultimately corrupt and malevolent, but even accepting for a moment the premises underlining traditional political thinking it is obvious that this equation does not stand up to examination.


Parliamentary democracy is a farce. The people are presented with an artificial choice over which they have little control in formulation. In a state where two parties differ greatly the minority (even if it be 49 per cent) is basically dissatisfied, and in a country like New Zealand where the parties are practically identical the majority and the minority are dissatisfied because the choice presented them is relatively more artificial and contrived.


Conversely, and apparently paradoxically, there may be more room for articulation of differing viewpoints in a one-party state. a state of affairs which has yet to emerge in the socialist and communist countries.


It is precisely the above points which seem to' highlight the differences between Western and Asian attitudes. To the Western people it matters little what a government does when it is in power so long as it arrived there "legally" by "democratic" means.


Thus New Zealanders are party to a war which they did not vote for, but many. although regretting, apologise for their regrets by the dreary bromide "they are our elected representatives."


Thus government policy becomes identified with national interest and to speak out against the government is to entertain treasonous thoughts.


To the Asian it seems to be the deeds of a government which determines its worth in his eyes. It matters little how it got there, so long as its getting there brought him no harm. If it is a good government it is supported and respected, if it is a bad government doing bad things it is overthrown (which explains why the Peking regime has remained in power).


Both the "democratic" government and the relatively benevolent one-party state are ultimately tyrannical institutions, but at least in the latter case the "mandate from the people" is of an immediate and restricting nature.


Professor Pocock makes the comment: "... but not every government under revolutionary attack is a system of legality, and, if it is, the revolutionaries will, of course, try to prevent it functioning as one. To provoke the would-be just into behaving unjustly is a well-known revolutionary technique."


If this statement is to have any relevance to the Vietnam war, it appears that the professor adheres to the "if only the Vietcong would stop fighting, the Saigon government would develop into a true democracy" school of thought.


But he must recall that Diem had four years relatively free of insurgency in which to set up a benevolent democracy, and the Americans had tour years in which to oversee the implementing of the "Fourteen Points" which they are now so busy waving about with an air of self-righteousness.


The interference in and behind-the-scenes control of South Vietnamese affairs by the Americans and the bungling, obnoxious dictatorship of the Ngo family inevitably resulted in the reaction that we see at the moment. The "we create that which we fear" doctrine has never had more ample demonstration than in Vietnam.


Professor Pocock really should know better. If it is true, as I have heard, that his specialty is peasant revolution then. I suggest a re-examination of most of the revolutions of the past, since the analysis that he offers is insufficient, sometimes false, and in the case of the Vietnam war, largely irrelevant.




R. G. 
Benson.












Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 29, No. 3. 1966.

Comedy of Errors






Comedy of Errors




If One Were Forced to make a criticism of the New Zealand Theatre Centre's production of "Comedy of Errors," one might suggest that at times it was a trifle overflippant.



The Discovery of truth in error, the relationship of reality to artificial seeming is no less serious a business than the issues of this particular plot—the reunifying of a family, the re-establishing of conjugal bliss, the exposing of hypocricy and immorality.


But it is so difficult to remember exactly where the flippancy occurred that one might be inclined to put it down to occasional unsteadiness of tone, such as affected Aegeon (Peter Bland) in his lengthy speech early in the play.


For on the whole the production was immaculate. The mimes with their sinister figures frolicking in semi-darkness preserved exactly the blend of humour and Unpleasantness that was to be desired.


The courting of Luciana (Barbara Swing) by Antipholus of Syracuse (Lewis Fiander) was a moment of high seriousness and great beauty. The complicated Shakespearean jokes, the toppling piles of puns were swimmingly comprehensible and the farce was rich.


In spite of a complex plot and a large cast the production always demonstrated a fine control which never degenerated into restraint.


The acting was superb. Gesture and dumb show were perfectly timed and co-ordinated with the broad patterns of movement Lewis Fiander might have been a little less foolish, but his foolishness granted, his polish was incomparable.


Since it was impossible to distinguish one Dromio from the other, it was Impossible to say which was the better clown. Barbara Ewing was delightful as Luciana. and Barry Hodge (Adriana) was an admirably luxurious shrew.


Altogether, it was Shakespeare with a flourish in a comedy we do not often see. It provided an opportunity both for our actors to work with professionals from abroad in a production that was an accredited success, and for our audiences to take another hitch at their Shakespearean standards.



—A.M.B.
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Acknowledgment: Prospecting for Gold, by W. P. Heinz, Pegasus Press; a new revised edition of the booklet first published in 1952. Mr. Heinz's book provides fascinating and authoritative insights into methods and places in the search for gold.
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An Edgar Mansfield bronze, bought for the university from his recent exhibition at the Centre Gallery. It is on display on the main floor or the library. — A Spencer Digby photograph.
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Frame's latest novel




Janet Frame's new novel. The Adaptable Man, is all that its publishers claim to be. This was somewhat unexpected, because the publishers claim it to be "unquestionably, her most important novel to date, and her book of widest appeal."



The Adaptable Man is not an easy book to read—it is complex and subtle; but it will impress as a startling and original experiment which has a contribution to make to the development of the novel. The prose still demands to be read aloud, but for its sound and rhythm, more particularly as a non-poetic art-form.


Romantic or mystical attractiveness is present, but the words are effective chiefly for their toughness and vitality.


Janet Frame has created a curious, but essentially dull, world. The novel presents calm, almost matter of fact exterior. There is beauty or ugliness, violence and ambition; but these are. or seem to be, hidden.


The characters live in their own small orbits, egocentric and alone. They seem to struggle against truth, "determined to establish the scene as one of contentment"; there is, as the refrain to the prologue points out, "not much fun; out then who wants fun?"


They are the Great Dull who "are not even made familiar to themselves and others by being described, analysed, explained by novelists," whose world "is largely unknown."


The novelist, contrasting herself ironically with Spender ("I think continually of those who were truly great"), resists the temptation, as she would describe it, to "cheat by implying. This man is a bore but I shall write about him in such an interesting way that you will not realise he is a bore."


The gloomy thing about the position in which she finds herself is that she is no longer "on the side of life"; she is giving us no reason to suspend the "death-sentence of the individual."


These are the people, as we come to realise, whose death passed unnoticed, "brought no protest or mourning"; but Janet Frame has succeeded in interesting us if not in them, then in their predicament.


It is fortunate that The Adaptable Man is such a very witty novel—witty in the sense of being funny through the intellect and the understanding, of showing fine perceptions of the incongruous and the ridiculous. The writer's slightly whimsical attitude to herself and her characters is established from the first; the old "witch-novelist" rises up out of a Macbeth landscape and we are told:


"Witches still have a tough constitution; there's a kind of unselfishness, detachment in their devilish cooking. They can't cat. it themselves."


The writing is also consistently clever, the comments constantly unexpected; sometimes the observations have a tone that can only be called wise:


"Hate is so often taken for granted; people seldom remark— I can't see why you should hate her or him, yet always there is someone, somewhere, exclaiming with indignation, envy, intense curiosity—What does he see in her, what does she see in him.


This is a way, I suppose, of working a rearguard action against the overall denial of individuality— in this way the language and the wit sustain us when the characters appear most dull.


But, as we have said, it is the predicament of these characters, which sustains us most of all. There is of course a certain inherent danger in their position: "They even contribute by their own actions to the denial of their soul."


Nothing makes their bewilderment more pathetic, however, than the dangers of the age and its demands.


Most of the characters in this novel are unable to live in the present time; they each escape to their own little world—some dream of another village left years before, others of another country just visited; some find themselves in an earlier generation, others in another age. And as each retreats to his particular dream, it is seen, that their composite world is itself unfitted to the age: the Overspill comes to the village.


The gestures against this fate, this inability to adapt, are quite futile: Russell Maude's trip to the airport, Aisley Maude's struggles with a God who has moved, and most, spectacularly Muriel Baldry's attempt to display the Venini chandelier with which she has been obsessed.


Within this pattern even the most violent or improper acts may be committed without necessarily providing an escape—it does not seem that even Alwyn Maude. who tries to live as the Adaptable Man, has succeeded in escaping himself as he escapes Little Burgelstatham: His philosophy, a version of Ivan Koramazov's "everything is permissable," provides no answer to his predicament.


It is almost as if his destructiveness, in acting as one destroyer of the unadaptable, is merely another form of escape.


Janet Frame evokes the East Suffolk countryside with ease and conviction—the same skill which she brings to bear on all her symbolism—and within this rural framework she creates what is virtually a quaint and almost entirely new mythology. She is, of course, uncovering an unexplored world, where there are unknown forms of isolation and estrangement, unthought ways of passion and frustration. It is perhaps the greatest tribute to this novel that Janet Frame is able to move in this dull world without sabotaging herself.


For the novel is never dull— perhaps because, with all the wit, it is uncompromisingly serious. Its questions are subtly, beautifully conceived. Their implications are not comforting: "... imposing our own weather, our own limits of reach and touch ... don't we all live in mirrors, for ever?"—



P.G.R.
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Bright beer book good reading



"I 
Hereby pronounce Prohibition to be as inevitable as death in Maoriland."


So wrote the New Zealand correspondent for the Sydney Bulletin in 1902, as he viewed the growing Prohibition vote at each election.


Death did come, in parts—even today the pubs stop where New-town starts—but never completely. While the issue hung in balance, political life had a dramatic flavour. Never before, and never, again, have New Zealanders been so closely divided on any issue.


Part of the story is told in Pat Lawlor's "Froth-blowers Manual" —along with much more. There we can read of the bitter struggle to keep the Newtown Hotels open— they went dry in 1909—and details, of the men who beat them.


The book isn't really any of the, things which Mr. Lawlor claims for it. It is hardly a "history," not really a "beer encyclopaedia" and unlikely to "settle all arguments."


It is rather, a gay grab-bag of fact and fiction, a miscellany of details on beer which will add something to the growing traditions of the New Zealand pubs.


The historian will find more in Bollinger's "Grogs Own Country," or the "History of the Prohibition Movement in New Zealand": the tales of James McNcish in "Tavern in the Town" show an exhaustive search for the picturesque.


But Mr. Luwlor has something lighter to offer, attractively and inexpensively presented. It is sincere and personal, even if it is different to share his effusive enthusiasm for some of the "beer ballads" he has collected. Recommended light reading.



"The Froth Blowers' Manual," by Pal Lawlor, published by the author, Wellington. 1965. 13
1pp., 10/6. Reviewed by H. B. Rennie
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Vic's tournament prospects


By John Winton






In Less than two weeks Victoria will see 
the departure of its usual large contingent of competitors and supporters for Dunedin, the scene of this year's Easter Tournament.



Most Summer sporting clubs have found time against them in organising. selecting and training their teams. Despite this, nearly all clubs within the space of orientation week had managed to begin team preparation. It is understandable that circumstances have prevented any deep analysis of our tournament prospects with so many teams still not finalised.


This sketchy preview contributed to by all clubs leaves much room for speculation, but does give at the same time an indication of what we can expect.


Whatever the outcome is to be, Salient takes this last chance of wishing all competitors a successful tournament.






• Volleyball



This Year the Volleyball Club is embarking on its second tournament representation. Keenness and enthusiasm have been shown by all members and morale is high after last year's tournament success.


The men's team will include no less than three of last year's representatives, who form the mainstay of the club's team. The women's team is not so well off with a need for more women members.


In spite of these shortages. Dan Mintz. the club secretary, is sure the teams will defend lost, year's success with credit. It is possible that we could see a win emerge from this competition—something which would confound the pessimistic members in our ranks.






• Tennis



Tennis in the university has both lost and gained good players this year. John Souter, for a long time an able member of the club, will not be available for Easter Tournament. However, victoria has gained a promising junior from the Hutt Valley, Ian Barren.


It is fortunate for the club that a large number of members who have had representative experience are available for tournament.


Others most likely to be in the team are John Hall, Bill Mansfield and Rob Armstrong, all of whom played last year and are of a high standard.


The women's team is not so well off and has been left weaker with the passing of a year.


The following players may constitute the tournament team: Joe Comeford, Pat Tipler and Jane Mowat.


John Souter anticipates some tough matches but is confident that teams will rise to the occasion in Vic's usual manner.






• Yachting



The Yacht Club is confident that it will be able to recover the prestige lost after its ignominious defeat at tournament in 1965.


With its increasing support arising from the considerable activity of the club committee, the Yacht Club is now approaching the stage where it can select a team from a field almost as large as other clubs. The affiliation with the Royal Port Nicholson Club has given adequate facilities for trials to determine who should represent Victoria at tournament.


The team this year will be larger than that of last year due to the fact that there are two classes of yachts competing at tournament (due to a motion of the Victoria University Yacht Club at tournament last year) — the Cherub and Moth.






• Rowing



Every Morning at six o'clock the rowers are practising. Far out on the harbour they train while the town sleeps.


It is a lonely existence. Rowers must drop out of the social race and parties become a forgotten pastime. This year has been unique for the club in that it is the first time crews are to be actually selected (early morning rows usually make people lose their enthusiasm for this great sport).


The crews this year will be of a generally higher standard with many rowers having rowed a full and active season with the town clubs. Teams have as yet not been selected, but old stalwarts such as John Gibbons, John Pope, Peter Wiera and Wickham Noakes will form the basis of a crew which could prove to be an all-time winner in our rowing history.






• Swimming



Victoria will again be sending a strong team to Easter Tournament. Last year Victoria came second overall in competitions, and strong hopes are held to carry off the trophy this year.


Although teams have not yet been announced, it is apparent that there is some fine talent available. The men's team will almost certainly be headed by NZ Universities' champions B. Crowder and J. Palmer, with one Wellington representative, D. Smith.


Last year Victoria won all the men's free-style events and looks. set to repeat the performance.


The women's team is fortunate in having a number of keen new members. Miss Evans, a newcomer from Hawkes Bay. shows considerable promise and looks sure to win a place in the team. Wellington representative Miss P. Brock is a certainty for the team and should help Vic's chances in the competitions.


The water polo team is an unknown quantify but should benefit from the water skills of B. Spear and B. Crowder.


All in all. the swimming team's chances look good and we could see a win result from the team's efforts.






• Cricket



The Victoria University cricket team is likely to be in a stronger position for Easter Tournament than last year's team. At least five members were in the NZ Universities team which recently toured Australia.


The team is fortunate in having both experienced batsmen and experienced bowlers, with many younger members showing promise. M. Bartle, having bowled in Wellington senior competition, is a useful asset to the team.


G. Gowland, a second-year student, and NZ Universities representative, shows much ability as a fast bowler.


The following are members of the club likely to be representing Vic at the tournament: A. Botting as wicketkeeper. G. Kember, G. Beban, K. Mitchell, N. Bridge, G. Gowland, M. Bartle, P. Tong, A. Morrison and C. Triggs.



Late Items on Page 10.
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In Less than two weeks Victoria will see 
the departure of its usual large contingent of competitors and supporters for Dunedin, the scene of this year's Easter Tournament.



Most Summer sporting clubs have found time against them in organising. selecting and training their teams. Despite this, nearly all clubs within the space of orientation week had managed to begin team preparation. It is understandable that circumstances have prevented any deep analysis of our tournament prospects with so many teams still not finalised.


This sketchy preview contributed to by all clubs leaves much room for speculation, but does give at the same time an indication of what we can expect.


Whatever the outcome is to be, Salient takes this last chance of wishing all competitors a successful tournament.
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• Volleyball



This Year the Volleyball Club is embarking on its second tournament representation. Keenness and enthusiasm have been shown by all members and morale is high after last year's tournament success.


The men's team will include no less than three of last year's representatives, who form the mainstay of the club's team. The women's team is not so well off with a need for more women members.


In spite of these shortages. Dan Mintz. the club secretary, is sure the teams will defend lost, year's success with credit. It is possible that we could see a win emerge from this competition—something which would confound the pessimistic members in our ranks.
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• Tennis



Tennis in the university has both lost and gained good players this year. John Souter, for a long time an able member of the club, will not be available for Easter Tournament. However, victoria has gained a promising junior from the Hutt Valley, Ian Barren.


It is fortunate for the club that a large number of members who have had representative experience are available for tournament.


Others most likely to be in the team are John Hall, Bill Mansfield and Rob Armstrong, all of whom played last year and are of a high standard.


The women's team is not so well off and has been left weaker with the passing of a year.


The following players may constitute the tournament team: Joe Comeford, Pat Tipler and Jane Mowat.


John Souter anticipates some tough matches but is confident that teams will rise to the occasion in Vic's usual manner.
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• Yachting



The Yacht Club is confident that it will be able to recover the prestige lost after its ignominious defeat at tournament in 1965.


With its increasing support arising from the considerable activity of the club committee, the Yacht Club is now approaching the stage where it can select a team from a field almost as large as other clubs. The affiliation with the Royal Port Nicholson Club has given adequate facilities for trials to determine who should represent Victoria at tournament.


The team this year will be larger than that of last year due to the fact that there are two classes of yachts competing at tournament (due to a motion of the Victoria University Yacht Club at tournament last year) — the Cherub and Moth.
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• Rowing



Every Morning at six o'clock the rowers are practising. Far out on the harbour they train while the town sleeps.


It is a lonely existence. Rowers must drop out of the social race and parties become a forgotten pastime. This year has been unique for the club in that it is the first time crews are to be actually selected (early morning rows usually make people lose their enthusiasm for this great sport).


The crews this year will be of a generally higher standard with many rowers having rowed a full and active season with the town clubs. Teams have as yet not been selected, but old stalwarts such as John Gibbons, John Pope, Peter Wiera and Wickham Noakes will form the basis of a crew which could prove to be an all-time winner in our rowing history.
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• Swimming



Victoria will again be sending a strong team to Easter Tournament. Last year Victoria came second overall in competitions, and strong hopes are held to carry off the trophy this year.


Although teams have not yet been announced, it is apparent that there is some fine talent available. The men's team will almost certainly be headed by NZ Universities' champions B. Crowder and J. Palmer, with one Wellington representative, D. Smith.


Last year Victoria won all the men's free-style events and looks. set to repeat the performance.


The women's team is fortunate in having a number of keen new members. Miss Evans, a newcomer from Hawkes Bay. shows considerable promise and looks sure to win a place in the team. Wellington representative Miss P. Brock is a certainty for the team and should help Vic's chances in the competitions.


The water polo team is an unknown quantify but should benefit from the water skills of B. Spear and B. Crowder.


All in all. the swimming team's chances look good and we could see a win result from the team's efforts.
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• Cricket



The Victoria University cricket team is likely to be in a stronger position for Easter Tournament than last year's team. At least five members were in the NZ Universities team which recently toured Australia.


The team is fortunate in having both experienced batsmen and experienced bowlers, with many younger members showing promise. M. Bartle, having bowled in Wellington senior competition, is a useful asset to the team.


G. Gowland, a second-year student, and NZ Universities representative, shows much ability as a fast bowler.


The following are members of the club likely to be representing Vic at the tournament: A. Botting as wicketkeeper. G. Kember, G. Beban, K. Mitchell, N. Bridge, G. Gowland, M. Bartle, P. Tong, A. Morrison and C. Triggs.
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Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 29, No. 3. 1966.

Sports — Tramping club




Sports


Tramping club
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Spotlight On Sports Clubs




The Tramping Club was founded in 1921 under the guidance of Professor Boyd-Wilson. It is still rumoured that on the first outing, the party accidentally burnt their footwear and limped back along the track 15 miles. This tradition has been maintained.



The Tramping Club usually has 50-60 members, although many more students join club trips.


The yearly pattern of activities is under way already. Trips, which leave most weekends, vary from hairy - legged marathons to leisurely trips up river valleys.


Mostly, these trips run into the nearby Tararua ranges or the Orongorongo mountain range.


The climax of the tramping year comes in the Christmas-vacation. for traditionally this is the time when the good keen New Zealander groans visibly and audibly under a 701b pack, and stumbles off into the mountains for anything up to three weeks.


A long trip like this is the true test of tramping ability—organisation, endurance and mountain and bushcraft ability. It is a strange but good feeling to know you will be out of touch with civilisation for some time.


Last Christmas, club parties were in the Olivines. Waimakariri, and Wilkin valleys, with trips to North-west Nelson.






Alpine instruction


In an effort to introduce trampers to the intricacies of snow and ice, the club is again offering an Alpine instruction course this year. This commences on the cliffs at Titahi Bay, graduating to the slopes of Ruapehu and Egmont, culminating after finals somewhere in the higher mountains of New Zealand.


The instruction is free and of a high standard, costs being limited to food and transport.


Two new innovations this year are a bushcraft course and regular monthly social evenings. The bushcraft course, also free, will cover the essentials of tramping, including such things as firelighting in the rain, bivouac construction, and river crossing.


The idea of social evenings is to provide a forum for discussion and reminiscence with the usual arguments about gear and techniques.


Common misconceptions about tramping are that you must be fantastically fit, highly experienced and magnificently equipped. One trip with the club is sufficient to dispel all these illusions.


The club does have a large range of tramping gear available for hire to members.






Gear for hire


The club is particularly proud of its headquarters—the Alloway-Dickson hut in the Tararuas.


The hut is the product of a good deal of hard work by past members, find for a long time has been the scene of enjoyable—if not rowdy—club parties.


If you have read this far, there is a good chance that you are interested in tramping. So how about making it a dale one week end? Trips are advertised on the noticeboard at the east end of the Student Union Building and we would like to have you alone. See you in the hills!
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Alpine instruction


In an effort to introduce trampers to the intricacies of snow and ice, the club is again offering an Alpine instruction course this year. This commences on the cliffs at Titahi Bay, graduating to the slopes of Ruapehu and Egmont, culminating after finals somewhere in the higher mountains of New Zealand.


The instruction is free and of a high standard, costs being limited to food and transport.


Two new innovations this year are a bushcraft course and regular monthly social evenings. The bushcraft course, also free, will cover the essentials of tramping, including such things as firelighting in the rain, bivouac construction, and river crossing.


The idea of social evenings is to provide a forum for discussion and reminiscence with the usual arguments about gear and techniques.


Common misconceptions about tramping are that you must be fantastically fit, highly experienced and magnificently equipped. One trip with the club is sufficient to dispel all these illusions.
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Gear for hire


The club is particularly proud of its headquarters—the Alloway-Dickson hut in the Tararuas.


The hut is the product of a good deal of hard work by past members, find for a long time has been the scene of enjoyable—if not rowdy—club parties.


If you have read this far, there is a good chance that you are interested in tramping. So how about making it a dale one week end? Trips are advertised on the noticeboard at the east end of the Student Union Building and we would like to have you alone. See you in the hills!
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Off The Grapevine




Famine committee



The Extreme seriousness of the famine in India has led to the establishment of a student committee. Bill Manson, one of the initiators, says it was intended to seek funds for the CORSO £50, 000 Milk to India Fund on three levels—from the staff, the students and from the city business community.


"This famine, acknowledged as being the greatest natural disaster of our century, deserves some real sacrifice from the student and business community in Wellington," said Mr. Manson when interviewed by Salient.






Drivers' Union



Drivers Union members now have a university representative on the union. He is Tony Hassed (the sports officer on executive) who was appointed following an approach to the students association from the union. Mr. Hassed told Salient that he hopes students who are members of the union will contact him whenever they need assistance.






Cultural Affairs



New Cultural Affairs officer' on executive is Caroline Harding. She was one of four candidates for the post. Miss Harding fills the position left, vacant by the departure of the former officer, Ross Jamieson, for Christchurch.






Sunday News



Sunday News had a masterly scoop on the "Yankee go Home" mentality last Sunday. In an article about Australia's immigration policy they revealed this:


"The Locsin case brought even more pressure to bear on the Australian Government. Locsin, a member of a leading Filipino family, a bachelor of arts and of science, applied to emigrate to Australia in 1965.


"The Immigration Department's point blank refusal resulted in a violent 
anti-American campaign in Manila."


A Conservative Government is an organised hypocrisy.—Disraeli.


My idea of an agreeable person is one who agrees with me.— Disraeli.
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Drivers' Union



Drivers Union members now have a university representative on the union. He is Tony Hassed (the sports officer on executive) who was appointed following an approach to the students association from the union. Mr. Hassed told Salient that he hopes students who are members of the union will contact him whenever they need assistance.
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Sunday News had a masterly scoop on the "Yankee go Home" mentality last Sunday. In an article about Australia's immigration policy they revealed this:


"The Locsin case brought even more pressure to bear on the Australian Government. Locsin, a member of a leading Filipino family, a bachelor of arts and of science, applied to emigrate to Australia in 1965.


"The Immigration Department's point blank refusal resulted in a violent 
anti-American campaign in Manila."


A Conservative Government is an organised hypocrisy.—Disraeli.


My idea of an agreeable person is one who agrees with me.— Disraeli.
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History soc.


by Janet McCallum




Uncertainty over the aims and precise nature of history was the chief result of a recent , evening held by the Historical Society.


A good attendance heard Professors Wood. Beaglehole and Munz discuss whether history was "no more than accepted fiction."


The problem of historical truth is, according to Professor Munz, either insuperable. or non-existent, because of the accuracy of films.


Documents, however, give facts without the real human situation behind them. This is lost as soon as con temporaries of the event die. Even personal reminiscence, however, is suspect because of differing viewpoints and failing memories.


Individual judgment in discerning trivia from matters of importance, as well as a certain creativeness, or "poetry of the soul" were thought necessary for the good historian.
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No Procesh Grog




It's Going to be a dry procesh this year.



Executive decided at a recent meeting to do away with the free grog for the after procesh party.



Treasurer Shand, moving the motion, said he did not believe student funds should go to grog far a small group.
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Late Sports News


• Athletics



The Prospects are good for another successful tournament for the VUW athletic team at Dunedin.


Last year Victoria won the athletics taken overall. However, as there were individual shields for the men and women, we had to be content with second place behind Canterbury.


Most of those who competed last year are again available and we have several capable freshers, the two most prominent being D. Bullock, who earlier this season broke the junior record for the mile with a time of 4min 7sec. and D. Robertson, who is the present Wellington junior 440yds title holder.


A. Robinson, who was very prominent earlier on this season in the 100yds and 220yds events, will unfortunately not be available because of an ankle injury.


Perhaps the star of the team will be the national champion 220 yds woman sprinter. Penny Haworth, who may find tournament the last opportunity to enhance her chance for selection in the New Zealand team for Jamaica.


Although overhead conditions may not be favourable, performances should not be unduly affected, because the athletics are being held at the all-weather track at the Caledonian grounds in Dunedin.
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Letters


Doubt on value


Fiji Workcamp Again Attacked



Sir, — Your correspondent David Butler is to be commended for his four very pertinent questions, concerning the NZUSA rice planting venture in Fiji. The accompanying statement, by the NZUSA president Alistair Taylor, can hardly be described as adequate answers and is disappointing, to say the least.


Before dealing with rice, a few words about nomenclature and may I request both Mr. Butler and Mr. Taylor to note this carefully: The accepted usage in Fiji refers to indigenous inhabitants as "Fijians," who are determined to reserve this term for themselves.


Citizens of Indian extraction are known as "Fiji Indians," Europeans prefer to remain Europeans whether they originate from Yorkshire or from Waipukurau, while the label "Part-European" is insisted upon (for social and economic reasons) by those who may have only one corpuscle of "white" blood in their veins, even though their skin may be as black as the ace of spades.


Then there are Chinese and other Pacific races, all designated by their respective ethnic names. While it may be desirable that Fiji should find a single name applicable to all its inhabitants, nevertheless Messrs. Taylor and Butler should observe the usage of the people of Fiji, since certain sections of Fiji's communities are rather sensitive about this "little matter."


Back to rice and to Mr. Butler's four questions:—


"1. Why can't unemployed Fijians plant their own rice?" May I quote Mrs. W. M. Chadwick (Fiji Times. 1/2/66), social worker of J. P. Bailey Trust, with reference to the five acres of rice near Lauthala Bay, worth approximately £200: "... 
much of the rice ... was planted by 'locals' in two weekend 'spurts' and by paid labour which would otherwise be unemployed."


Perhaps someone can tell me exactly how much work can be credited to the 30 New Zealand students who went to Fiji, and perhaps Mr. Taylor might like to qualify his statement, that "the students completed a worthwhile project and did not put any Fijian labour out of work." The unemployment situation in Fiji, especially amongst the large numbers leaving school each year, is quite staggering. This subject will form the basis of an article to be published in Salient shortly.


"2. Do NZUSA leaders have any expertise in rice cultivation?" I note that in 1964. New Zealanders ate 7.392 million 1b of rice ... each and every grain of which was imported. Need I say more?


"3. Were NZUSA general funds used to support this venture?" "No," says Mr. Taylor. But why stop there? The venture in Fiji is supposedly part of Freedom from Hunger Campaign's "Operation 21," which has already made available some £650 to NZUSA, Was any of this £650 used in Fiji or Samoa? If not, then how does the NZUSA intend to use this money?


"4. Why adequate publicity was not released to enable the vacationing studentry to comprehend the need for this top-level expedition of their leaders to the Fijian Islands?" My conversations with Mr. Taylor and other NZUSA leaders indicate that there is nothing to hide concerning their trips to the Pacific Islands. If this is so then why keep the members of the NZUSA in the dark about it all?


A brochure issued by NZUSA has just reached me. entitled "May Holidays in Fiji," inviting small groups of students to travel to Fiji to take part in three different projects. As a Fiji-born individual and one who has student welfare at heart. I have nothing but admiration for the motives and self-sacrifice which initiate projects for the good of my country.


But may I conclude with a word of warning: 
I have seen so much time, energy, and money wasted, and have even witnessed harm done in the name of "good motives and self-sacrifice" that I think it's high time this whole venture was fully aired and scrutinized by all interested members of the NZUSA.





John S. Manikiam.












Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 29, No. 3. 1966.

[advert]






[image: F. Levenbach Catering Ltd]










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 29, No. 3. 1966.

Surprise enrolment figure




Surprise enrolment figure


By Elaine Hansen




Enrolments for 1966 at Victoria University so far total 4730. Late enrolments are still coming in, but these should not raise the figure significantly. This figure is to date 257 higher than the final figure for 1965.



For Some Years the enrolment figures have been approximate to the lower line of estimates formulated by the Education Department in 1960. Enrolment figures for 1966 were forecast to come within the range of 4970 to 5695. It was. however, never expected that the highest figure would be reached.


At the end of the first week of the first term this year, when the enrolment, figures totalled 4610. the percentage of science students was 21.5 per cent.


However. 23.1 per cent of the final figure of 4463 for 1985 was made up of science students. The range of nearly two per cent may be eliminated by the final figures.
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Record reviews



Reviews of



• Classical



• Humorous



• Folk Music records by DJ.H.



"
The Art Of Arturo Bene-Detti Michelangeli" — piano recital. Decca SXLM 6181. Beethoven: Piano Sonata No. 32 in C minor Op.111 Galuppi: Piano Sonata No. 5 in C minor; D. Scarlatti: Piano Sonatas L. 104 in C major; L.352 in C minor: L.483 in A major.


A very interesting release from a pianist noted not only for his ability, but also for his absence from the concert and recording scene. His last record was released in 1958.


The actual selection of works performed may offend the purist. From the sleeve note I gather that it is intended as a survey of the development of the sonata form from Scarlatti to Beethoven.


The Galuppi sonata is very simple, and would border on the monotonous if not played with the amount of expression and simplicity Michelangeli achieves. All in all it is quite delightful.


The Beethoven is an entirely different proposition. A very difficult work handled with ease and complete self-confidence. Michelangell's superb interpretation of the introductory Maestoso is indicative of what is to follow: an intensely personal reading noted for expressive simplicity—none of the "false bravuro" that often creeps into the performances of many of his contemporaries who have their hearts in their pockets and their minds completely absorbed with technical virtuosity.



"
Not Only Peter Cook ... 
But Also Dudley Moore." Adapted from the BBC tv series. Decca LKM 4703.


"The lavatory was invented in the eighteenth century by John Louis Stevenson. He was sitting in the bath one day when suddenly he said, 'Eureka, I've thought of the lavatory!' "


If you would like to add this and other incredible pieces of knowledge to your useless information file, then undoubtedly this is the record for you. Peter Cook and Dudley Moore are better known to New Zealanders as members of "Beyond the Fringe" ——who could ever forget Moore's glorious take-off of German lieder and Benjamin Britten folk songs? Unfortunately this disc has not any of the really biting satire of the revue, but it is still very enjoyable.


Subjects attacked range from an ageing aristocrat who has devoted his life to attempting to teach ravens to fly under wafer, superstitions, a rather unusual order of nuns, and art, galleries, to the use of initials in speech:


Two gentlemen (ex army) talking together.


"'Did you hear about old H.K.?'


'No'


'He did frightfully well—picked up the V.C. in Germany—at least I think that's what his mother said'"




Joan Baez: "Farewell Angelina." Vanguard MCLP 6207.


Electric guitar backing for folk music—a Dylan innovation loudly condemned by Joan Baez. Now, on Miss Baez's latest. disc we find her singing Dylan numbers with nothing less than this form of accompaniment. This would not be so bad if the guitar added something. but it mostly remains submerged by the acoustic guitar, and the only times when it is prominent it is boring and repetitive, lacking any constructive approach towards the standard of accompaniment we have come to expect on Joan Baez discs.


However, there are some excellent tracks—notably "Farewell, Angelina," "The Rangers Command," "River In The Pines," "Pauvre Ruteboeuf," and a singularly attractive rendition of "Where Have All The Flowers Gone." These are sung with the "pure" lone that has characterised Baez; the others are marred by excess vibrato and a rather nasal tone.


In light of her other recent release ("Joan. Baez 5") this record is disappointing.




Tchaikovsky: Symphony No. 6 (The Pathetique). Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by Lorin Maazel. Decca SXL 6164 LXT 6164.


A rather fresh approach which Warrants attention from both lovers of Tchaikovsky and those whose attitude is one of scorn. Throughout, Maazel maintains tempi rather on the brisk side, thereby allowing the orchestra to exhibit its technical virtuosity.


However, the work is never reduced to a mere vehicle for this virtuosity; Maazel remains sympathetic to the emotion — for example, he manages to bring a lyrical eloquence to the second subject in the first movement without dragging the tempo.


The third movement highlights magnificent playing from all sections. The rhythm of the brass is extremely good.


The recording is up to the excellent standard one has come to expect from Decca.


I would like briefly to mention two recent folk releases from World Record Club.



Peter. Paul and Mary in Concert EZ 1040/1-2: Anyone interested in this two-record set will most probably have heard it when first issued by Warner Brothers in 1964. The added point now, of course. is that it is now at a much cheaper price.



Thunderin' Lightnin' — Hoyt Axton: A sequel to his previous album. "The Balladeer." This record is more blues orientated, highlighted by an excellent version of "Cocaine." Some of the other songs are not particularly appealing after more than one or two playings, being rather superficial: however, the record is worth having for the good tracks.
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Irony in S Africa




Salient has received, through the courtesy of the National Union of Australian University Students, copies of letters from a correspondent in South Africa.



He reports that the government in South Africa has recently taken discriminatory measures against returned soldiers:


"War Disability pensions," he writes, "were given in a 4;2:1 ratio to the Whites. Coloureds and Africans respectively. This appalling discrimination was not enough —the figures have since been changed to approximately 10:5:1.


"The Africans now receive an amount insufficient even to supply them with food."


He quotes the following incident:


"On March 22, 1965, the British Ambassador had to stand outside a dining-room (under the apartheid Group Areas Act) to convey the best wishes of Her Majesty the Queen to a group of blinded South African Coloured ex-servicemen who were holding their reunion dinner Inside the room."










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 29, No. 3. 1966.

[advert]






[image: Crossword]










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 29, No. 3. 1966.

Classified Service Page





Classified Service Page





Suit Hire And Repair


For your convenience ...




Dinner Suit Hire Service




Suit Repair Service




Jacksons - 25 Panama Street, Wellington. Phone 43 339







Hamburgers




Roy's




For Hamburgers


Next to Fire Station



2a 
Kent Terrace







Coffee




Intermezzo



Coffee Lounge



14 Majoribanks Street




Open until 5 A.M.




every day of the week







Jeweller




Stonehams





The Jewellers at 
Cable Car Corner







Sports Goods




The Sports Depot


(Witcombe & Coldwell)




Half-Way Along Willis Street


Long standing connection with University sport. Every one of Vic's 24 sports catered for.







Hotels




Reginald Collins Ltd.


•


Wholesale wine and spirit people. Vintners to the Students' Association Carry stocks of all brands of ale, spirits, table wine (from 5/6), sherry in flagons (16/-), or quart bottles. Free delivery — Cellars are located at



No. 3 
Ballance Street



(Customhouse Quay end)




Hotel St. George




The "Seven Seas Bar"




Best In New Zealand


• Nearest to the University.


• Modern comfortable surroundings.


• Cool, bright, fresh beer on tap always.


• Food available from our "Food Bar" 11.45 a.m. to 2.30 p.m.



Entrees, cold buffet, vegetables, hot pies.




Barrett's Hotel




At The Bottom Of Plimmer Steps



Handy to the Varsity and Cable Car



Have Lunch In Our New Pacific Bar


•



Remember Our ...



Free Delivery Service Balls, Parties, Etc.


Chilled flagons and 4½ or 9-gallon kegs




Midland Hotel



where all the students meet


•



Light Lunches Served In The Bars


•


Cool 
Red Band beer always on tap




Phone 70-259 
On The Quay







Suit Hire




Ralph Wilkins



Dinner and Lounge Suits For Hire at Reasonable Rates


Cnr. Manners and Farish Streets Telephone 40-529







Hairdresser




James Soteros



47 
Manners Street



Modern 4-
Chair Saloon



Continental Haircuts a specialty







Taxis



Black & 
White


and



Grey Cabs




Phone 56-900


Prompt Service and Civility







Investments




Daysh Renouf & 
Co.


ߦ



Members Wellington Stock Exchange


ߦ



National Mutual Centre, Featherston Street.



Phone: 70-169.







Dancing




Margaret O'Connor Studio



Private Tuition Daily



Beginners only every Monday, 7-10.30 p.m.


— Admission 5/-



58 
Lower Cuba Street


Telephone 45-818.







Theatre







Accommodation



Accommodation Problems ?


See 
Vicklyn Bureau for the right shack, flat, or cave—or highly respectable board.



102 
Willis Street




Telephone 45-755.
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Amnesty help for Russian writer




Salient Reporter




Kelburn's Amnesty International group (which meets monthly at Victoria University) is at present working for the relief of three "Prisoners of Conscience."



They are people who are physically restrained from preaching or practising beliefs which they honestly hold and which do not advocate violence.


One of these. 
Vladimir Bykovsky, has been directly involved with the exiled Russian writer. Valeri Tarsis who, in his book "Ward 7," has written of the treatment meted out to critics of the Soviet regime in Russia.


Bykovsky has been committed to a mental institution, as was Tarsis, for smuggling literary works to publishers in the West and for demonstrating on behalf of the two writers Sinyavilky and Daniel, who were recently sentenced to hard labour in a much publicised "trial" in Moscow.


By pronouncing Bykovsky "insane" the authorities have ensured that he will not need to be brought to trial and that he may be detained for as long as they consider necessary. Tarsis was released as the result of publicity and outcry in countries outside the USSR, and Amnesty International hopes to brine about Bykovsky's release in the some manner.






Trade Unionist


The group's second prisoner. in Spain, has been imprisoned for belonging to an illegal trade union. He was rounded" up with many others in April. 1965, for assisting in the planning of May Day celebrations.


In Spain legal trade unions have their executive members appointed by the Carrera, the ruling body; to strike is illegal and membership of illegal unions a heavily punishable offence. Precise information is, difficult to obtain about this prisoner, but it seems he has not yet been brought to trial and is likely to be undergoing torture.



John Aitcheson is the third prisoner. He is a white South African who has been banned from associating with any group of three or more people.


Little is known of him except that he is an Anglican divinity student at Natal University and a keen worker with student welfare organisations. He has been banned under the Suppression of Communism Act. He himself has been given no reason for the ban.
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Stripper for sale



WUS News Service


Canadian students used a strip-tease girl to raise funds for assistance to needy universities.


"
The Economics of Over-Developed Areas" was the subject of a talk by strip-tease artiste Libby Jones at a "teach-in" organised recently at the University of Toronto.


The "teach-in" was one of a number of stunts organised by the World University Service Committee to raise funds to help students in developing countries.



After her talk, Miss Jones was auctioned oft to the highest bidder. She was won by a student syndicate which paid 107 dollars.


They then drew lots to decide who should show Miss Jones around the Toronto campus, take her to a restaurant for dinner, escort her back to the Victory Theatre (where she is currently appearing) and then help her don her sequins, etc., for her evening performance.


Miss Jones (the only stripper in the business with a BA University of Washington) Urged the co-eds in her audience to interpret their future BAs as "bare anatomy" as she had done and to take to the boards; and make up to 250 dollars a week.


"If you are planning to be a stripper," she said. "Do it now, while men and materials are available." With standards of morality slipping so rapidly, she added, men will soon be able "to get all this at home."
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Write-In No Win For Chelsea



A 
Write-In candidate for the University of New Mexico Student Council received enough votes to take her place at the long table, but won't.



Chelsea Montoya received 1100 votes, which would have been enough to beat out the low successful vote-getter on the council.



But Chelsea is a cat—a real eat.
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Films


Film censor system out of touch


By Rex Benson






The New Year opened with a mild display of public concern over what appeared to be a crass effort on the part of the film censor and the appeal board.



The Controversy arose when a list of the films which had fallen foul of the censor was published in the Wellington papers. And an interesting list it was.


At the time of the banning of 
The Collector a few months before, a letter to the Post from a band of enthusiasts at the National Film Unit had sparked off some discussion, and the public, perhaps for the first time, was learning something of the abysmal role that, film censorship played in New Zealand. Chief pundit in the later row was Professor Munz, who had a lengthy article printed in the Evening Post.






Pitiful state


It is becoming remarkably clear that the state of film censorship in this country is little short of pitiful. Also disturbing is the seeming lack of rationale behind the censor's decisions.


Thus: the black magic sequence in Corman's 
Masque of the Red Death is excised, yet it could not be said that, the spectacle of Hazel Court dreaming that she is "stretched upon an odd couch in a totally helpless position, and wildly killed a great many times by hideous dancers armed with sharp-edged swords" would be more disturbing than the quite frightful initiation ceremony in Mel Ferrer's film of W. H. Hudson's 
Green Mansions.


In Fritz Lang's 
The Big Heat a pot of scalding coffee is thrown in a woman's face in direct view of the audience, while in 
Stakeout on Dope Street we are treated to a rigorous exhibition of drug addict dry horrors.


One wonders why these snippets were left in when it is quite obvious that similarly affecting sequences have been rudely cut from other films, sometimes In order that the age restriction may be as low as possible.






Mutilation


When the university Film Society imported Luis Bunuel's Le Chien Andalou in 1963, the censor ordered the cutting of scenes showing "man rubbing hands over breasts of women both when she is clothed and when she is nude and view of man rubbing hands over nude woman's bottom."


It seems that an historic avant-garde film must be mutilated even for a university audience.



The Wild One has come up for review several times since it was originally banned, but each time it has been given the boot. This film may have created a furore when released 11 years ago, but I doubt if today's mod-man would be sufficiently stirred by the antics of Brando's boys to take to the street in like manner.


Thus the film enthusiast is denied an excellent film because of censorship's inability to appreciate the evolution in the style of teen-age rebellion and youthful delinquency.






"High art"


One criterion seems to be whether or not a film falls into the High Art category. Thus 
The Silence without Bergman's signature may have been extensively cut or even banned, but since this director is a darling of the foreign film cultists, and since the censor seems impressed by this fact, the film got by in the form it was screened.


Professor Munz did a small disservice by pandering to this notion in an otherwise excellent review of the whole situation. His cursory dismissal of 
Killen With a Whip and 
Lady in a Cage (Hollywoodish. luridly tilled, hence unworthy) was certainly unjustified.


The latter film in particular may have been an interesting effort, with Olivia de Havilland trapped in her house elevator while hoodlums take over. Similar situations have provided plots for several excellent films. Richard Lester's 
The Knack hardly rated a mention despite its Golden Palm award at Cannes.


The recent remake of Octave Mirbeau's 
Le Journal d'une Femme de Chambre by the great Mexican (b. Spain) director Luis Bunuel was also ignored. But this is possibly the most exciting film on the list. Quoting one critic; "... scathingly destructive: relentlessly Bunuel's victims (hypocrisy, injustice, the bourgeoisie) are pared to the bone. But Bunuel's message is. by implication, positive and deeply humanist." The fact that it is banned in Kiwiland comes as no great surprise.






Fatuous notion


The conclusion, irrespective of one's views on censorship in general, is that none of these films should have been banned. The situation is entirely ridiculous I am reminded of Lord Goddard's faluous notion that whereas hanging was good for Britons (stolid, respectable) it was ineffective as a deterrent when it came to foreigners (presumably unpredictable and excitable).


Thus these films can be screened in New York and London but not in Wellington, since such traumatic experiences would not be good for the New Zealand audience. There would, presumably, be rioting in the streets or an increase in the crime rate, but I have yet to hear of such phenomena following screenings of these films in other countries. Our censors must surely realise that today's New Zealand cinema audience is far more sophisticated and hard-headed than its counterpart of 20 years ago.


I suppose that in a few years from now that sell-appointed purveyor of film culture in New Zealand, the Federation of Film Societies, will persuade the censor that some of these films should be released for screening to "selected audiences," but I would rather not see them at all than condone and participate in such an absurd conspiracy.
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Art Reporter


"
Antigone," Sophocles' famous tragedy, was presented by the Station 2YC last Sunday to mark World Theatre Day.


This was the first in the 1966 series of "Playhouse." Vic's English Head Professor I. D. Gordon has selected the 1966 season's plays, which centre on the theme "The Individual and Pressures in Society."


Professor Gordon also introduces each play. Further plays in the series, and the dates of their presentation:


"Everyman," Anon, 14/5/66. "As You Like It." Shakespeare, 11/6/66 (9pm). "Coriolanus." Shakespeare, 9/7/66.. "The Shoemaker's Holiday." Thomas Dekker. 13/8/66. "An Enemy Of The People." Ibsen, translated by Michael Meyer, 10/9/66. "The Fire Raisers." Max Frisch, translated by Michael Bullock, 8/10/66.
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Longer Hours And A More Convenient Location At
BN.Z. Victoria University Agency

The BNZ. Agency is now located in

Room 11, Hunter Building (frst door on

Ieft inside main entrance) and is open
daily for full banking hours:

10am. — 300 pm.
| You're welcome at New Zealand's own bank

BANK OF NEW ZEALAND

Cheque Accounts Savings Accounts.
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GROTTO

COFFEE LOUNGE

for an informal atmosphere

HAMBURGERS — TOASTED SANDWICHES — T.V.

TAKE AWAY OPEN EVERV NIGHT
FOODS FROM 6 p;m.

238 CUBA STREET. PHONE 55-391.
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LIBRARIANSHIP

offers graduates in arts and science a

wide range of professional carcers

NEW ZEALAND LIBRARY
SCHOOL WELLINGTON...
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The Balladeer
COFFEE TAVERN
—_ 203 WILLIS STREET —

FOLKSINGING EVERY NIGHT FROM 8.30
No Minimum Charge Monday — Thursday.
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STUDENTS CALL ON

WATSON VICTOR Lid.

In Kelyin Chambers, on The Terrace

and sce their Gomprehensive Range of

SCIENTIFIC & MEDICAL
INSTRUMENTS

16 THE TERRACE PHONE 42-095
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CAMERA  ART

o Sy

R.D. \VOOLF ARPS.

PRUDENTIAL BUILDING
LAMETON  QUAY,  WELLINGTON

PHONE

a0
After Hours: 19:900, Ext. 7277
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