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"Salient" At Tournament: Obscurity and Subtlety Synonyms at Arts Festival





"Salient" At Tournament: Obscurity and Subtlety Synonyms at Arts Festival





A great deal of work went into the organisation of the second students' Arts' Festival in New Zealand. The programme, subsidised by Shell, was magnificent. The opening statement by Don Locke, the Arts Festival controller, is well worth reprinting in full:


"It is exceedingly difficult to speak of art and/or culture without appearing to ride the intellectual hobby horse of the great gods Art and Culture, two beings who are at least as obnoxious as the much despised Mammon, yet we do feel inclined to lament the fact that New Zealand lies materially happy if spiritually enervated in a cultural backwater.


"Many regard the lack of an authentic New Zealand culture as our greatest omission, but the desperate attempt to produce an art of our own usually degenerates into good-cobber Kiwism, with the peculiar point of view that we remain uncultured until we can develop an art circumscribed by our accidental boundaries in space and time. What we do lack in this country is rather a sense of the value of art, and the chance for it to be presented and appreciated. It is the national drama, ballet and opera organisations which are building, however slowly, an art in New Zealand.







Spirit Of Adventure


"It seems to me that the important function of a Festival of the Arts lies primarily in the awakening of an awareness among those who observe what we have to offer. The University is traditionally a place where the spirit of adventure never dies, and certainly the products of art find an audience here, even if that audience is often more impressed by its own awareness than by what it is aware of. ... I would like to present it simply as a step towards that enjoyment and understanding of things artistic which we find so sorely lacking in New Zealand."







Coffee And Crumpets


The Canterbury Literary Society organised three "coffee and crumpets" sessions (4.30 to 6.0) for the Arts Festival. These were held in the upstairs Common Room and were very well attended. The atmosphere was one of cheerful pessimism. To Salient's reporter (who admittedly has no literary background) the poetry and prose read at these sessions seemed obscure. It is Impossible to go Into a detailed analysis of the contributions to the "Literary Yearbook" and the other manuscripts read, but they were all similar in style to our own "Experiment." No purpose and no polish. Rarely clever. The prose seemed to be flaccid and uninspiring.




[image: Judy Garland, sensational nude-in-a-mink coat, in Victoria's "Keep it in the Family."]

Judy Garland, sensational nude-in-a-mink coat, in Victoria's "Keep it in the Family."




The predominant type at coffee and crumpets (it was coffee and sausage-roles actually) was the Professional student: beard, corduroys, dark glasses, and duffle coat, with a sheaf of sonnets "I just happen to have with me" in the pocket. The president of Auckland's Art School cut a dashing figure in long hair, duffle coat, Roman sandals, and toga! The pious exclamation of one of may not have been too far off the mark.







The Inscrutable


The approach to Art of New Zealand's youth is reflected in these ways of dress. Their aim is to play the eccentric, to strike a pose, to be 
Inscrutable. But this is surely not the attitude of a genuine artist? Jimmy Baxter, for example, is sincere and conscientious in his approach to life; he is keen to engage; to understand the other man's feelings; he his art.




[image: Photo of a woman looking at an artwork]



But the attitude at the Arts Festival is exactly the opposite. Write down the words first and wonder what it means afterwards. Obsecurity and subtlety are synonyms. The triumph or communication is non-communication. Words, words, words written by superficial pseudo-poets in love with the image of their own personalities, and pretentious prose-writers having the intellectual stature of an amoeba and the verbal ability of a horse!


Professor Rhodes, in his address, emphasised this point—the artist must cease to be introspective for its own sake, he must establish contact with the community. Communication is just as important as self-expression.


Perhaps we can develop his remarks by saying that there is a "complementarity principle" between these two terms. Complete self - expression communicates nothing (e.g. Surrealism, or prose in nonsense language), and complete communication means that the message is trivial. N.Z. art, particularly in the literary field tends toward the former extreme.







Good and Bad Drama


This really was the bright side of the festival. The plays presented were:



The Desperate People—Booth (A.U.)



Keep It In The Family—Prevert (V.U.W.)



Sordid Story—Coppard (M.A.C.)



Two Gentlemen of Verona—Shakespeare (C.U.)



The Apollo de Bellac—Giraudoux (O.U.)



The Adelphi—Terence (C.U.)



Le bureau central des idees—Gehri (A.U.)



Le mariage force—Moliere (C.U.)



Interieur—Maeterlinck (V.U.W)



Cecile, ou l'Ecole des peres—Anouilh (O.U.).



Keep it in the Family and Sordid Story were exceptionally good. The latter, judged to be the best


(Continued on Page 3)
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"Salient" At Tournament— Continued from Page 1.


play, was written by a New Zealander (J. A. S. Coppard) and produced by Massey 
Agricultural College (that's one in the eye for the "cultural" universities!) The unique setting is a man's mind with memory, operation, hearing, vision, anger, fear, and jealousy acting within it. "Memory" for example is cool and rational. Despite all the emotional crises which evolve in the play he continues to read through his pile of typewritten cards, mentioning particular phrases that someone has used in the past; odd fragments of past impressions. "Jealousy" on the other hand, dressed in green cloak and makeup, is vindictive and terrible.


The effectiveness of the setting can perhaps be traced to the doctrine that nothing is real but the thoughts and impressions in our heads. All we can be sure of is the image on our retina; the rest is inference.


The disturbing effect of this play is that it suggests that none of the elements in our personalities is dominant. It is an unproven assumption in psychology, that our minds are crowned with an "ego" —that we do, in fact, have a true self." But is this true, or is it, as the play suggests that our minds, our "selves" are simply the momentary resultant of our emotions? It's enough to make an existentialist reach for his Bible. We certainly hope that Massey are invited to put this on at Victoria.







Polished Comedy


Victoria's 
"Keep it in the Family" by Jaques Prevert was an extremely sophisticated and polished comedy. The play itself is a satire on Freud's work: the daughter (Ruth Garland) a sensational nude-in-a-mink-coat, falls in love with the father (Barry Green), and the column-writing mother (Katherine Lennart) with her son (Geoff. Henry) who has become a worker priest, in particular, a worker 
plumber priest. Anne Able, Peter Dickinson, and John Ross give magnificent performances as the housekeeper, the lawyer, and "mistress to the colonel." "Salient's" reporters can only join with the audience at the Festival in saying that it is the most hilarious thing we have seen. Once again, may we hope that this is repeated at Victoria.







Victoria Dominates


Music at the Christchurch Festival was dominated by the Victoria contingent: Evelyn Killoh, Susan Jones, Penelope Saunders, Robin Maconie, Peter Merz, and Maurice Quinn. In fact, John Ritchie, an important conductor in Christchurch said "Victoria made the Music Festival." We had a complete concert entirely to ourselves and were the only university to present original works; e.g. Gary Mutton's "Adagio"; Robin Maconie's "Trio Sonata"; and Kit Powell's "Allegro Barbarosso!" Mr Mutton's work was impressive; Foster Brown writing in 
The Press referred to "The beautiful pianissimo playing of Miss Saunders" and "The piece was attractive and deserving of the excellent performance." Mr Mutton in fact, has a most pleasing style. A recent issue of "The Listener" contained the excellent remark that "Nothing is duller than to make the imagination redundant ... and excitement in Art la the provocation of an inner vision." "Adagio" did not make the imagination redundant; all that was presented was the basic idea; the music was 
Open—the broad view and no tumbling with the details. Because of this, it has been seriously suggested in some quarters that Mr Mutton is the reincarnation of Wagner.


The other pieces were all excellently played and well-received by the audience, with one sad exception, the Haydn wind ensemble (Cant.). Poor intonations and no musicianship. Just sat down and played notes. This is surprising when one remembers that there is far more opportunity for orchestral playing in Christchurch than Wellington, where this field is dominated by Alex Lindsay and the National Orchestra.



Finally and in conclusion might we reiterate that the Arts Festival was a great success (regarding existing conditions as unlikely) and may we hope that they are equally good in the future that lies ahead.


—M.H.H.
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A great deal of work went into the organisation of the second students' Arts' Festival in New Zealand. The programme, subsidised by Shell, was magnificent. The opening statement by Don Locke, the Arts Festival controller, is well worth reprinting in full:


"It is exceedingly difficult to speak of art and/or culture without appearing to ride the intellectual hobby horse of the great gods Art and Culture, two beings who are at least as obnoxious as the much despised Mammon, yet we do feel inclined to lament the fact that New Zealand lies materially happy if spiritually enervated in a cultural backwater.


"Many regard the lack of an authentic New Zealand culture as our greatest omission, but the desperate attempt to produce an art of our own usually degenerates into good-cobber Kiwism, with the peculiar point of view that we remain uncultured until we can develop an art circumscribed by our accidental boundaries in space and time. What we do lack in this country is rather a sense of the value of art, and the chance for it to be presented and appreciated. It is the national drama, ballet and opera organisations which are building, however slowly, an art in New Zealand.
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Spirit Of Adventure


"It seems to me that the important function of a Festival of the Arts lies primarily in the awakening of an awareness among those who observe what we have to offer. The University is traditionally a place where the spirit of adventure never dies, and certainly the products of art find an audience here, even if that audience is often more impressed by its own awareness than by what it is aware of. ... I would like to present it simply as a step towards that enjoyment and understanding of things artistic which we find so sorely lacking in New Zealand."










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An organ of student opinion at Victoria University, Wellington. Vol. 23, No. 8. Monday, September 12, 1960

Coffee And Crumpets





Coffee And Crumpets


The Canterbury Literary Society organised three "coffee and crumpets" sessions (4.30 to 6.0) for the Arts Festival. These were held in the upstairs Common Room and were very well attended. The atmosphere was one of cheerful pessimism. To Salient's reporter (who admittedly has no literary background) the poetry and prose read at these sessions seemed obscure. It is Impossible to go Into a detailed analysis of the contributions to the "Literary Yearbook" and the other manuscripts read, but they were all similar in style to our own "Experiment." No purpose and no polish. Rarely clever. The prose seemed to be flaccid and uninspiring.
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Judy Garland, sensational nude-in-a-mink coat, in Victoria's "Keep it in the Family."




The predominant type at coffee and crumpets (it was coffee and sausage-roles actually) was the Professional student: beard, corduroys, dark glasses, and duffle coat, with a sheaf of sonnets "I just happen to have with me" in the pocket. The president of Auckland's Art School cut a dashing figure in long hair, duffle coat, Roman sandals, and toga! The pious exclamation of one of may not have been too far off the mark.
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The Inscrutable


The approach to Art of New Zealand's youth is reflected in these ways of dress. Their aim is to play the eccentric, to strike a pose, to be 
Inscrutable. But this is surely not the attitude of a genuine artist? Jimmy Baxter, for example, is sincere and conscientious in his approach to life; he is keen to engage; to understand the other man's feelings; he his art.
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But the attitude at the Arts Festival is exactly the opposite. Write down the words first and wonder what it means afterwards. Obsecurity and subtlety are synonyms. The triumph or communication is non-communication. Words, words, words written by superficial pseudo-poets in love with the image of their own personalities, and pretentious prose-writers having the intellectual stature of an amoeba and the verbal ability of a horse!


Professor Rhodes, in his address, emphasised this point—the artist must cease to be introspective for its own sake, he must establish contact with the community. Communication is just as important as self-expression.


Perhaps we can develop his remarks by saying that there is a "complementarity principle" between these two terms. Complete self - expression communicates nothing (e.g. Surrealism, or prose in nonsense language), and complete communication means that the message is trivial. N.Z. art, particularly in the literary field tends toward the former extreme.
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Good and Bad Drama


This really was the bright side of the festival. The plays presented were:



The Desperate People—Booth (A.U.)



Keep It In The Family—Prevert (V.U.W.)



Sordid Story—Coppard (M.A.C.)



Two Gentlemen of Verona—Shakespeare (C.U.)



The Apollo de Bellac—Giraudoux (O.U.)



The Adelphi—Terence (C.U.)



Le bureau central des idees—Gehri (A.U.)



Le mariage force—Moliere (C.U.)



Interieur—Maeterlinck (V.U.W)



Cecile, ou l'Ecole des peres—Anouilh (O.U.).



Keep it in the Family and Sordid Story were exceptionally good. The latter, judged to be the best
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"Salient" At Tournament— Continued from Page 1.


play, was written by a New Zealander (J. A. S. Coppard) and produced by Massey 
Agricultural College (that's one in the eye for the "cultural" universities!) The unique setting is a man's mind with memory, operation, hearing, vision, anger, fear, and jealousy acting within it. "Memory" for example is cool and rational. Despite all the emotional crises which evolve in the play he continues to read through his pile of typewritten cards, mentioning particular phrases that someone has used in the past; odd fragments of past impressions. "Jealousy" on the other hand, dressed in green cloak and makeup, is vindictive and terrible.


The effectiveness of the setting can perhaps be traced to the doctrine that nothing is real but the thoughts and impressions in our heads. All we can be sure of is the image on our retina; the rest is inference.


The disturbing effect of this play is that it suggests that none of the elements in our personalities is dominant. It is an unproven assumption in psychology, that our minds are crowned with an "ego" —that we do, in fact, have a true self." But is this true, or is it, as the play suggests that our minds, our "selves" are simply the momentary resultant of our emotions? It's enough to make an existentialist reach for his Bible. We certainly hope that Massey are invited to put this on at Victoria.







Polished Comedy


Victoria's 
"Keep it in the Family" by Jaques Prevert was an extremely sophisticated and polished comedy. The play itself is a satire on Freud's work: the daughter (Ruth Garland) a sensational nude-in-a-mink-coat, falls in love with the father (Barry Green), and the column-writing mother (Katherine Lennart) with her son (Geoff. Henry) who has become a worker priest, in particular, a worker 
plumber priest. Anne Able, Peter Dickinson, and John Ross give magnificent performances as the housekeeper, the lawyer, and "mistress to the colonel." "Salient's" reporters can only join with the audience at the Festival in saying that it is the most hilarious thing we have seen. Once again, may we hope that this is repeated at Victoria.







Victoria Dominates


Music at the Christchurch Festival was dominated by the Victoria contingent: Evelyn Killoh, Susan Jones, Penelope Saunders, Robin Maconie, Peter Merz, and Maurice Quinn. In fact, John Ritchie, an important conductor in Christchurch said "Victoria made the Music Festival." We had a complete concert entirely to ourselves and were the only university to present original works; e.g. Gary Mutton's "Adagio"; Robin Maconie's "Trio Sonata"; and Kit Powell's "Allegro Barbarosso!" Mr Mutton's work was impressive; Foster Brown writing in 
The Press referred to "The beautiful pianissimo playing of Miss Saunders" and "The piece was attractive and deserving of the excellent performance." Mr Mutton in fact, has a most pleasing style. A recent issue of "The Listener" contained the excellent remark that "Nothing is duller than to make the imagination redundant ... and excitement in Art la the provocation of an inner vision." "Adagio" did not make the imagination redundant; all that was presented was the basic idea; the music was 
Open—the broad view and no tumbling with the details. Because of this, it has been seriously suggested in some quarters that Mr Mutton is the reincarnation of Wagner.


The other pieces were all excellently played and well-received by the audience, with one sad exception, the Haydn wind ensemble (Cant.). Poor intonations and no musicianship. Just sat down and played notes. This is surprising when one remembers that there is far more opportunity for orchestral playing in Christchurch than Wellington, where this field is dominated by Alex Lindsay and the National Orchestra.



Finally and in conclusion might we reiterate that the Arts Festival was a great success (regarding existing conditions as unlikely) and may we hope that they are equally good in the future that lies ahead.


—M.H.H.
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play, was written by a New Zealander (J. A. S. Coppard) and produced by Massey 
Agricultural College (that's one in the eye for the "cultural" universities!) The unique setting is a man's mind with memory, operation, hearing, vision, anger, fear, and jealousy acting within it. "Memory" for example is cool and rational. Despite all the emotional crises which evolve in the play he continues to read through his pile of typewritten cards, mentioning particular phrases that someone has used in the past; odd fragments of past impressions. "Jealousy" on the other hand, dressed in green cloak and makeup, is vindictive and terrible.


The effectiveness of the setting can perhaps be traced to the doctrine that nothing is real but the thoughts and impressions in our heads. All we can be sure of is the image on our retina; the rest is inference.


The disturbing effect of this play is that it suggests that none of the elements in our personalities is dominant. It is an unproven assumption in psychology, that our minds are crowned with an "ego" —that we do, in fact, have a true self." But is this true, or is it, as the play suggests that our minds, our "selves" are simply the momentary resultant of our emotions? It's enough to make an existentialist reach for his Bible. We certainly hope that Massey are invited to put this on at Victoria.
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Polished Comedy


Victoria's 
"Keep it in the Family" by Jaques Prevert was an extremely sophisticated and polished comedy. The play itself is a satire on Freud's work: the daughter (Ruth Garland) a sensational nude-in-a-mink-coat, falls in love with the father (Barry Green), and the column-writing mother (Katherine Lennart) with her son (Geoff. Henry) who has become a worker priest, in particular, a worker 
plumber priest. Anne Able, Peter Dickinson, and John Ross give magnificent performances as the housekeeper, the lawyer, and "mistress to the colonel." "Salient's" reporters can only join with the audience at the Festival in saying that it is the most hilarious thing we have seen. Once again, may we hope that this is repeated at Victoria.
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Victoria Dominates


Music at the Christchurch Festival was dominated by the Victoria contingent: Evelyn Killoh, Susan Jones, Penelope Saunders, Robin Maconie, Peter Merz, and Maurice Quinn. In fact, John Ritchie, an important conductor in Christchurch said "Victoria made the Music Festival." We had a complete concert entirely to ourselves and were the only university to present original works; e.g. Gary Mutton's "Adagio"; Robin Maconie's "Trio Sonata"; and Kit Powell's "Allegro Barbarosso!" Mr Mutton's work was impressive; Foster Brown writing in 
The Press referred to "The beautiful pianissimo playing of Miss Saunders" and "The piece was attractive and deserving of the excellent performance." Mr Mutton in fact, has a most pleasing style. A recent issue of "The Listener" contained the excellent remark that "Nothing is duller than to make the imagination redundant ... and excitement in Art la the provocation of an inner vision." "Adagio" did not make the imagination redundant; all that was presented was the basic idea; the music was 
Open—the broad view and no tumbling with the details. Because of this, it has been seriously suggested in some quarters that Mr Mutton is the reincarnation of Wagner.


The other pieces were all excellently played and well-received by the audience, with one sad exception, the Haydn wind ensemble (Cant.). Poor intonations and no musicianship. Just sat down and played notes. This is surprising when one remembers that there is far more opportunity for orchestral playing in Christchurch than Wellington, where this field is dominated by Alex Lindsay and the National Orchestra.



Finally and in conclusion might we reiterate that the Arts Festival was a great success (regarding existing conditions as unlikely) and may we hope that they are equally good in the future that lies ahead.


—M.H.H.
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Preliminary Report On " Salient " Questionnaire


—Dumas.



"Generalisations are always dangerous perhaps even this one."


A full reduction of the data has not been completed, but the following is a selection of typical or quotable comments:


"Salient" is an insult to this university."


"It is too self-centred and devoted to things like Exec. reports when it should be a medium for broadening our knowledge of things going on outside the walls of Victoria."


"More Association and Exec. news. How else can we have responsible concern by the students?"


"Higher standard of writing—more politics and less gossip (which is usually incomprehensible to those not in "The Group" anyway)."


"Too conservative, shallow, apathetic ..."


"Salient should be free; should consist of blank sheets as these are convenient for note-taking, etc.; use stiffer paper to improve performance of university darts." "Salient ought to stop dealing in trivial, hackneyed subjects like 'Why we always win the wooden spoon at tournament'. Surely a student publication should try to grapple with at least 
some issues of importance to adults and not just deal with gossip, anti-isms, etc. What about publishing interviews with Nash and Holyoake on their respective election platforms, or on their attitude to student accommodation or their attitude to Communist China, America, or even N.Z.? Why not 
support or oppose the campaign for nuclear disarmament, religious education in schools, control of the new Student Association building by Dr. Williams? Are all these irrelevant?"
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Strange Happenings At Wingate


The Assistant Editor reported considerable interest among the frequenters of the Lower Hutt rubbish tip when he dumped some thousands of back copies of "Salient" (1959 vintage) there recently. People seemed quite interested once they had been told what it was; and since the city dump is a logical gathering place for householders on Saturday mornings, people with something to sell might do worse than spend a few hours there.
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Mourning Dress


It was bad enough "winning" the wooden spoon again at Tournament. Worse still losing the Fencing shield after seven years domination. And to lose the Drinking Horn to boot—the shame of it! No need to ask why we're featuring a black border on Page 1.
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Repent Ye, For The Kingdom Of Heaven Is At Hand !





Repent Ye, For The Kingdom Of Heaven Is At Hand !


In our next issue we will be running articles by prominent members of the National, Labour and Social Credit parties on their attitudes and current policies.


Students are far too apathetic about the real, practical issues in polities. We spend too much time bemoaning the fact that the parties do not correspond to our ideal image of them, and so we are dismissed by politicians as a lot of impractical theorists.


So find out what the issues are, for there will be issues at the elections whether the parties choose to discuss them or not. It's your job to see that they do.
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Patterson-Evans Memorial Bridge!




[image: Photo of people constructing the Patterson-Evans Memorial Bridge]



Since the beginning of the May holidays, the Tramping Club has been building a bridge across the Tauwharenikau River, just above Cone Hut. It is now almost finished.


The bridge is a memorial to David Patterson and Bryce Evans, two active and experienced members of the club who lost their lives on Mt. Hector in 1958. The parents of the two trampers donated the money for the project.


The large mass (50001b.) of the bridge is suspended from two cables fastened to trees at both ends. George Caddie, a qualified engineer, was the designer.


This bridge will make possible the crossing of the river when it is flooded, the alternatives being a long detour to the Wairarapa, or a long sit-down. The existence of the bridge will therefore reduce the need for a search party having to be organised for a group who would be otherwise delayed by the floodings. The Army will be building a same purpose.


The bridge site is four to five hours' travel on foot from Kaitoke. All working parlies and all building materials (timber, wires, cables, bolts, etc.), had to cover this distance—about 15 miles. Obviously such a weight of material could not be carried in on people's backs—a commercial helicopter was, in fact, used.


The timber was cut to size, shaped and painted in a garage in Naenae.


The first working party cut high level tracks to the bridge site and cleared the area itself; then followed on foot two helicopter reception parties. The materials were stacked on the flats, about ten minutes below the site, and quite a large part of the subsequent manhours was spent in carrying these up the river. Altogether, the carrying and the building required six workings parties.


All future trampers in this valley will be grateful to the parents of David and Bryee for their generosity in making possible safer tramping conditions.


—J.R.
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Religious Studies At Victoria?





The Student Association's Education Sub-committee exists for your benefit. It is the organ through which you can express dissatisfaction with the way you are taught. Members at present are John Erdos, Arthur Giorgi, Bill Faulkner, Paul McLaren, Bob Stewart and Don Jamieson. New members may be co-opted.


This year the Sub-committee has been investigating the question of a Religious Studies course at Victoria following a proposal along these lines from the N.Z. Council for Christian Education. The Council envisaged a Faculty of Divinity at Auckland University, and the provision of Religious Studies units elsewhere.







Staff Reactions


The Sub-committee asked representatives of the Philosophy, History and Social Science Departments for their opinions on this idea. All agreed that such a course should not exist just in order to "ginger up" one's religion, and could easily degenerate into propaganda. It should be purely academic and scholarly. Philosophy said. "I think that a well run and properly organised Department of Religious Studies has a sufficient academical content to make it a proper field of work in the Faculty of Arts." He and History A both felt that the subject should be taught by a fully-fledged Department and not just as an odd unit, especially as some universities in England with a smaller roll than Victoria's supported a Department of Religious Studies. Besides all this, knowledge of the religious beliefs of at least one's own society should be looked on as a part of total education. The old familiar danger that Stage One would become a "soft" option would have to be met by enforcing high standards and by really making people think. History A would leave out Dogmatic Theology altogether, but Philosophy thought that this could he introduced in Stage Two after a very general Stage One course. He thought Philosophy One should be a prerequisite for Stage Two, and Social Science would add History One. He also felt that to be worth-while the course should include History of Religions, Systematic Theology and Growth of Doctrine, Biblical Studies. Philosophy of Religion and the Psychology of Religion. History B, on the other hand, thought that only Comparative Religion and Church History could be taught without causing sectarian controversy.
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The Sub-committee asked representatives of the Philosophy, History and Social Science Departments for their opinions on this idea. All agreed that such a course should not exist just in order to "ginger up" one's religion, and could easily degenerate into propaganda. It should be purely academic and scholarly. Philosophy said. "I think that a well run and properly organised Department of Religious Studies has a sufficient academical content to make it a proper field of work in the Faculty of Arts." He and History A both felt that the subject should be taught by a fully-fledged Department and not just as an odd unit, especially as some universities in England with a smaller roll than Victoria's supported a Department of Religious Studies. Besides all this, knowledge of the religious beliefs of at least one's own society should be looked on as a part of total education. The old familiar danger that Stage One would become a "soft" option would have to be met by enforcing high standards and by really making people think. History A would leave out Dogmatic Theology altogether, but Philosophy thought that this could he introduced in Stage Two after a very general Stage One course. He thought Philosophy One should be a prerequisite for Stage Two, and Social Science would add History One. He also felt that to be worth-while the course should include History of Religions, Systematic Theology and Growth of Doctrine, Biblical Studies. Philosophy of Religion and the Psychology of Religion. History B, on the other hand, thought that only Comparative Religion and Church History could be taught without causing sectarian controversy.
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Readers Reckon — Sharing Experiences





Readers Reckon



Sharing Experiences


Sir,—Congratulations to Mr Elder for (along with the Film Club and the present issue of "Salient") injecting so much needed life into the body politic. However in the course of his admirable, vigorous, imaginative and stimulating apologia for science Mr Elder seems to me to have insufficiently emphasised certain aspects of the problem. Firstly the Scientist and Communication. While, to the scientist himself, his activities may yield the same excitements and satisfactions that poetry yield the poet, painting and music the painter and composer, the audience capable of sharing his experiences is largely limited, at best, to scientists in general, more often only to fellow specialists. Any literate man may read, and to some and often very profound extent, appreciate the great poetry in English. This is the great weakness of science as a cultural and educational influence; so much of its activity and material is completely inaccessible to the ordinary citizen except in certain of its powerful applications. The great advantage possessed by the humanities: literature and history, etc., is that they deal with life as it is lived to a great extent by every man.


Secondly, I must protest against the narrow use of useful. A poem, a sonata, a sculpture, a scientific theory is useful in that it provides for a human need as does food or transport. The human spirit needs nourishment, consolation, delight, expansion, virtue and love, and whatever activities satisfy these needs are useful.




Yours sincerely,



Brian Walsh.
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[Review of student executive activities]






Vic. is asleep.


To wake people up you put them into a stimulating environment.


Paraphrased this means:


To educate people you put them into the university.


Exec's. cultural affairs officer is concerned that Vic. lags in university atmosphere, having tasted the Canterbury atmosphere during Tournament last month "We can't let 
Nzusa Council come out with statements like—'Vic. is dead.' "


She has an idea.


At Dunedin they have miniature congresses. Vic. is going to copy and have one too. At least, that's what Diana Picton (cultural affairs) think! hopes and plans. Exec. didn't say no when she mentioned it to them.


"This is going to be part of orientation activities," she says. "Get the freshers thinking right from the beginning."


Exec. said: "Form a committee, after all one more won't make an; difference: there's dozens already. We'll need a committee to run Arts Festival, anyway, when Winter Tournament is next in Wellington Perhaps a council of all the non-sports clubs, like Sports Council."


She will be calling a meeting "some time soon" of representative from each non-sports club to elect a committee, form a constitution and organise the "little congress" as its first activity. Objects in the constitution would include "the promotion of cultural interchange, especially between Arts and Science faculties."


This Orientation Congress or weekend seminar will take place over the third weekend of next March, at the Wellington City Mission Camp. It has already been booked and takes 120 people—60 freshers, 60 other?


It will be aimed at giving the freshers a chance to see the non-sports club in action, and at providing in intensified form the "stimulating environment" essential for a full university life.


Each non-sports club will be given an opportunity to contribute. These fall conveniently into four main groups. They are the Science Club (Geology, Chemistry Biological, and Maths 'n' Physics); the religious clubs (including Rationalist and Philosophical); the Arts Clubs (Chess Debating Drama French, Jazz, Maori music, and Literty); and the Cultural club (International Historical, law, commerce, world Affair and Labour).


A common pattern followed by many freshers seems to be a rebellion against conformity, a phase of intense individuality, a desire to study Philosophy and Psychology; and a growing awareness of what they didn't tell him about at school. Included are: science fiction, socialism sex, sociology, jazz, Buddhism, beatniks, chess, writing poetry, existentialism, different religions, the possibility of atheism, the George.


Let's introduce next year's freshers to all this so they can be a fastmaturing lot Let's have a "little congress" at Otaki.


The programme would be something as follow:—



Early Friday evening: Clamber into trucks clutching Varsity Song Book. Arrive at Otaki for supper and concert organised by Jazz and Music Clubs. Short talk on "how to dig jazz." Practical demonstration of difference between jazz and "other" music. Student compositions to be included. Non-freshers then start talking about different ways of artistic and emotional expression. Freshers listen, open-mouthed.



Saturday morning: Tramping Club types tramp before breakfast others sleep in. Huge breakfast served to all, freshers and others well mixed, the most unusual right of honours types talking to freshers. Talk on artistic expression continues. Freshers mouths open wider.


After breakfast someone like Prof. Buchanan delivers talk on geographical awareness of potentialities of the global environment. Members of W.A.C. International and Labour Clubs lead discussions following.



Round lunch Time: Drama Club present short significant play.



After lunch: Someone talks on Science, Art and Passion, Semantic, the scientific outlook, mutual understanding. Discussion led by Science Club types.



After tea: Panel discussion on religion. Speakers from Philosophical. Rationalist, CSG, SCM, and EU societies. Furious discussion for rest of night.



Sunday morning: RC's go to Mass. Good Protestants do equivalent. Pagans sleep in or continue last night's discussions.



After breakfast: Debating Society present something really controversial on something like Social Reform, or Free Love.


Various clubs that haven't done much yet simultaneously hold discussion croups e.g., Christian Scientists, Law Society, Historical Society, Maori Club, etc.


We all go home (with Song Book), having further developed our potentialities for "imagination, initiative, inquisitiveness and individuality," to quote John Elder in last "
Salient."


Suggestions addressed to the cultural affairs officer, Executive Office, will be more than welcome.
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Science Report





Science Report





"I saw a man pursuing the horizon, round and round they sped. 'Wait!' I cried, 'you can never ...' 'You lie!' he cried, and ran on."







Journalistic Flood


At a recent conference in London, scientific editors, publisher and librarians debated how to protect themselves from the growing deluge of journals. In the British Science Museum library, for example, the number of new journals received is increasing at the rate of about 700 a year! The flood was variously blamed on irresponsible publishers, on an increase in research and on small institutions that hope to acquire good journals free, in exchange for their almost-worthless publications. But most of the blame fell on the scientists themselves, and particularly their habit of republishing the same material several times; first as a preliminary report, then as a paper, and again with minor modifications in congress reports and Symposium volumes.


However this increase in publications has not led to a corresponding increase in reading. One survey indicated that few scientists read more than three or four journals. A delegate at the conference wondered whether science would suffer if scientists were licensed to publish only one paper and one preliminary report per year.







Galactic Gas


Recent observation by astronomers at Mount Wilson and Palomar Observatories on the inner part of the Milky Way may furnish new insight into the forces that rotate galaxies. Stars apparently move at different speeds from those of gas clouds in the same region Previously it had been thought that the gas and stars rotated together At 20,000 light years from the centre of our galaxy, stars move faster than the hydrogen clouds near them; at 13,000 light years they move more lowly. Comparative studies of these rate of rotation should provide a better understanding of galactic dynamics.


Further details of gas motion have been discovered in the Great Nebula in Andromeda. Huge lumpy clouds appear to be streaming outwards from the centre of this galaxy at about 150,000 miles per hour. Dutch astronomers have suggested that these outrushing streams are fed by gas pouring in from the corona—a ball of tenuous hydrogen that seems to envelop the galaxy.







New Thermodynamic Laws


A pressure group within this university, the Scientific Optimists, are campaigning for a new formulation of the Thermodynamic Laws. It is a traditional saying in physics that these may be written:




	(1)
	You can't win


	(2)
	You can't even break even.


	(3)
	Things are going to get worse before they get better.


	(4)
	Who said things are going to get better?



The Scientific Optimists think that the situation could be improved by writing all the laws in the the form of positive statements. Thus "Absolute zero cannot be obtained" should be rewritten: "We can come damn close to absolute zero." And the 2nd Law which says "It is impossible to construct engines which are 100% efficient" would become: "
It is possible to construct engines giving 
work!" The energy principle can be left as "Energy cannot be 
destroyed." "Entropy is on the increase," says another principle—the only sane statement in Thermodynamics. The Scientific Optimists thank God something is increasing!












Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An organ of student opinion at Victoria University, Wellington. Vol. 23, No. 8. Monday, September 12, 1960

Journalistic Flood





Journalistic Flood


At a recent conference in London, scientific editors, publisher and librarians debated how to protect themselves from the growing deluge of journals. In the British Science Museum library, for example, the number of new journals received is increasing at the rate of about 700 a year! The flood was variously blamed on irresponsible publishers, on an increase in research and on small institutions that hope to acquire good journals free, in exchange for their almost-worthless publications. But most of the blame fell on the scientists themselves, and particularly their habit of republishing the same material several times; first as a preliminary report, then as a paper, and again with minor modifications in congress reports and Symposium volumes.
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Recent observation by astronomers at Mount Wilson and Palomar Observatories on the inner part of the Milky Way may furnish new insight into the forces that rotate galaxies. Stars apparently move at different speeds from those of gas clouds in the same region Previously it had been thought that the gas and stars rotated together At 20,000 light years from the centre of our galaxy, stars move faster than the hydrogen clouds near them; at 13,000 light years they move more lowly. Comparative studies of these rate of rotation should provide a better understanding of galactic dynamics.


Further details of gas motion have been discovered in the Great Nebula in Andromeda. Huge lumpy clouds appear to be streaming outwards from the centre of this galaxy at about 150,000 miles per hour. Dutch astronomers have suggested that these outrushing streams are fed by gas pouring in from the corona—a ball of tenuous hydrogen that seems to envelop the galaxy.
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	(3)
	Things are going to get worse before they get better.


	(4)
	Who said things are going to get better?



The Scientific Optimists think that the situation could be improved by writing all the laws in the the form of positive statements. Thus "Absolute zero cannot be obtained" should be rewritten: "We can come damn close to absolute zero." And the 2nd Law which says "It is impossible to construct engines which are 100% efficient" would become: "
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Canned Can-Can


Even with billing as Todd-AO, six sound track, etc., the film 
CanCan is only a run of the mill musical and not as entertaining as 
Guys and Dolls. Although the original score contains some catchy tunes, the singing of them here is not as good as some versions we've heard, Sinatra is a much better actor than singer and his "It's the wrong time" only emphasises the point; Chevalier's attempt at "Just one of those things" might go well at a poetry recital but is hardly singing.


The most striking aspect of the dance itself is the ugliness both in the dress and the choreograph; However, this is compensated by a delightful ballet sequence set in the Garden of Eden—complete with apple and snake!—all done in modernistic style.


A more serious aspect of the film is the dialogue which contain crudely suggestive remarks masquerading, we presume, as humour.


Definition of the photographic image is very good, and so is the colour. One feels, however, that the number of sound tracks could be halved without anyone being any the wiser.


—R.W.H.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An organ of student opinion at Victoria University, Wellington. Vol. 23, No. 8. Monday, September 12, 1960

The Sunshine Of Heaven





The Sunshine Of Heaven


"The sunshine of heaven fell like the gift of grace on the mud of the earth, on the remembering and mute stones, on greed, selfishness: on the anxious face of forgetful men. And to the right of the dark group the stained front of the Mint, cleansed by the flood of light, stood out for a moment dazzling and white like a marble palace in a fairy tale. The crew of the Narcissus drifted out of sight."


"Nigger of the Narcissus"


—Joseph Conrad.
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Drama Council





Is drama a section of Winter Tournament or Arts Festival, or both or neither? This was a problem which provoked much discussion at a meeting of the N.Z.U. Drama Council during Tournament week.



The position was further complicated this year when Drama was included in Arts Festival programme, and members wore Festival pennants, while it was indicated that all proceeds were to be submitted to Tournament Committee.



What rankles here is the fact that Drama is still part of Winter Tournament, being directly responsible in financial matters to that committee. Yet it would appear that Tournament feels no further obligation to the Drama Council, for no additional assistance has been offered.


Is drama a section of Winter Tournament or Arts Festival, or both or neither? This was a problem which provoked much discussion at a meeting of the N.Z.U. Drama Council during Tournament week.


The position was further complicated this year when Drama was included in Arts Festival programme, and members wore Festival that all proceeds were to be submitted to Tournament Committee.


What rankles here is the fact that Drama is still part of Winter Tournament, being directly responsible in financial matters to that committee. Yet it would appear that Tournament feels no further obligation to the Drama Council, for no additional assistance has been offered.


Added to this it was decreed that social expenses should not exceed the surprisingly generous allowance of £5. This to cover the entertainment of some 50 people involved in activity which was likely to net something above £60.


It was felt by the meeting that Drama was, by its very nature, an art, and as such should become a recognised part of Arts Festival.


Delegates from Auckland expressed the opinion that Drama would form a much needed foundation to Arts Festival. Its withdrawal from this position would seriously affect the Festival's chances of survival.


In the meantime, however, it was felt that Drama should be informed of its exact position as regards Winter Tournament and Arts Festival. If it is in fact part of Tournament it should receive all privileges consequently due (as indeed Canterbury Drama hag not for the past two years).


Several recommendations to N.Z.U.S.A. have so far been ignored and at present Drama continues to hover, as it were, between the devil and the deep blue sea.







Pooh Sticks


Mainly through the diligent efforts of the University of Otago a new cultural activity has been incorporated in the New Zealand Arts Festival which is being held in conjunction with the annual Winter Tournament in Christchurch.


At noon on the Tuesday the noble and dignified art of Pooh Sticks was inaugurated, permanently it is hoped, as part of the festival.


The Pooh Sticks contest was held because many of the students felt that a resurgence of interest in this classic, aesthetic study was long overdue in modern society.


The contest itself was a simple thing, as readers of Winnie-the-Pooh and Christopher Robin will realise. Students dropped slicks of wood into the Avon river from the Bridge of Remembrance in Cashel Street and then followed their progress to the Hereford Street bridge where the race ended.


Accordingly to the rules, each of the sticks was not longer than 15 inches, an inch and a half in diameter and not more than 12 pounds in its stockinged feet.


Before the race began the official starter, John Williams, read a noble address on the glories of Pooh Sticks, but much of his speech was drowned by the jeers of competitors and spectators, who called for an immediate start to the race.


Auckland led from the start in a race which made stately progress down stream. The solemnity of the occasion was threatened momentarily by the arrival of several evil looking ducks. However, frightened by the shouts and menacing gestures of the crowd they retired. Auckland's lead was closed over the final stages but they still managed to beat Otago by four lengths.




[image: Photo of a person practising target shooting]







Science Language Test


The Educational Sub-committee has been considering the desirability of revising the Science Language Requirement, and the B.A. language requirements. Future investigation will depend on what you want. Address your suggestions, grievances, moans, etc., to the Chairman, Education Subcommittee, Executive Office
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Before the race began the official starter, John Williams, read a noble address on the glories of Pooh Sticks, but much of his speech was drowned by the jeers of competitors and spectators, who called for an immediate start to the race.
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The Firms which advertise on this page have all shown their goodwill towards students on many occasions. All your needs should be covered here. When using this page you can be sure you are dealing with people who like and cater for students.



By using this page, you will have a better chance, in the long run, of getting value for what you spend.







Accomplishment




Margaret O'Connor


Studio of Ballroom and Latin-American Dancing. A school of dancing which asks its pupils to study assiduously and offers expert individual or group tuition. The basic course is 5 half-hour lessons, but there is no limit to what can be learned. Phones 45-818 (B) and 52-975 (H).







Adornment




Sportswear Models


A fine place in Lambton Quay between the Cable Car and Whitcombe & Tombs. The best range of dresses and coats in Town, attractively displayed.




Carter's Wool Shop


About half-way along Willis Street. Very smooth-flowing silent wool for knitting during lectures. Muffled needles sold. Seriously though, specialists, with the best range of plys and colours in town.




Sports Haven


Opp. the Grand Hotel in Willis Street, below street level. An excellent range of mix-and-match separates–slacks, skirts, blouses, overblouses, sweaters, etc. Skirts with matching three-quarter coats are new. Suede coats and sports jackets, casual and charming. Also at 137 Cuba Street. For students only–7½% discount on presentation of Library Card.


Discount does not apply to Sales.







Black Coffee




Anne Barri


112 Willis Streeet, a little way down from the Hotel St. George corner on this side. A smoothly sculptured stair leads to a room above a shoe shop. Fine for daytime drinking. Cona coffee.




The Sheridan


Upstairs in Herbert Street, off Manners Street. On one side of a partition, coffee and fruit juices, on the other, dancing (live orchestra). Admission on dancing nights, 6/-.







Books




Modern Books Ltd.


At 48a Manners Street, a co-operative bookshop. Buying a single share (£1) entitles you to 10% discount on all titles for life. Great variety of stock includes French and Russian material. Any book ordered from anywhere in the world–delay about two months.




Phoenix Books


Half-way along Willis Street. The bulk of the stock Penguins, plus selected American educational titles–probably the best representation in town of really good paper-backs. Useful references in Pelican, especially for English, History, Philosophy, Psychology.




S.C.M. Bookroom


At 102 Lambton Quay, Phone 43-910. Religious books of all descriptions, e.g., theological, devotional, church history – and children's.




Sweet & Maxwell (N.Z.) Ltd.


54 
The Terrace, Carry A Complete Range Of Student Books In Commerce And Law.



Price Lists Available On Request.







Open Slather


Suggestions for additions to this pages are welcome. If there is any need of yours not covered on this page, or any good firm not recommended, please drop a line to the Advertising Manager ,"Salient", Students' Ass. Office.







Men's Wear




Hallenstein Bros Ltd.


In Lambton Quay, hard by the Cable Car Lane. Offer men's wear exclusively–durable stuffs at good prices. University blazers at £6.19.6. Weir blazers at £8.0.0. Also made to measure if required.




Jack Lannigan's Trouser Centre


At 5 Willis Street. Everything to be known about trousers known here. Take your choice of styles and fabrics, take your choice of prices. 268 fittings.







Outstanding Occasions




Ralph Wilkin


At 86 Manners St., opp. the Regent Theatre, Tel. 40-529. For Capping, Tournament, Law, Commerce and Miscellaneous Balls, a good dress suit hire service, with individual service and/or alterations. For the exhibitionist—costumes to hire. Go wild, man.




Central Park Cabaret



Dine And Dance Supper And Dance



Tony Noorts' Orchestra


Featuring the electronic console organ, floor shows, vocalists. Ideal for all your social functions.


Phones: 50-590 or 58-000/6033.







Party-Going




Grey Cabs


Curiously enough, they come in various shades of fawn. But they come. They have a reputation for responding soonest to telephone calls. After the ball or the party ... 56-900.




Reginald Collins Ltd.


In Ballance Street, by the waterfront. Wholesale sale wine and spirit people. Vintners to Stud. Ass. Especially of interest are T.M.V sweet and dry wines, sold by the flagon, which go well at a party. Also Vin Ordinaire–a dry red table wine at 5/6 quart. Minimum order 2 gallons.







Prudence




The Bank Of New Zealand


Comes a degree. Comes a wife, child and bank account. Get in early with a BNZ cheque account. Pay by cheque. Get the record of your statement. Control your spending.







Radios & Records




The Record Shop


At 102 Lambton Quay. Exists only to supply records. Classical, Jaxx, Vocal, Orchestral, Shows, Drama, Verse, anything you like. Upstairs.







Soothing Balms




Brian Jackson Ltd., Chemists


In Farish Street, clearly visible from Manners Street. For women, cosmetics and beautifying varnishes. For men, combs and, recently manly deodorants. And, of course, medicines and prescriptions and cameras. Produce your Library Card.




J. B. Porath, Chemist


In the T. & G. Building, opp. Cable Car Lane. A most handy shop with the usual range of soaps, cosmetics, ointments and soothing balms. Prompt prescription service.







Drinking




Barrett's Hotel


At the bottom of the Plimmer Steps. Handy to the 'Varsity, to eating places and shops. Students and student teachers found here. Only bar in town with a choice of beers on tap. Red Band Draught and Tui Draught.




Hotel St. George


Nearest to the University, on the corner of Willis and Manners Streets. Many like the Back Bar. Never too crowded and comfortably twilit. Handy to eating places. Red Band Draught, drawn from a refrigerated tank room.







Getting About




City Transport


A network covered by frams, diesel buses and trolley buses, will take you anywhere in the City. Timetables can be procured at the Lambton Quay and Courtenay Place Terminals at 6d. per copy. The sight-seeing tours are truly remarkable and will make you familiar with the terrain of Wellington Telephone 42-719 for further information.







Inner Man




The California


In Willis Street, near Stewart Dawson's Corner, and




The Missouri


In Lambton Quay, opp. the D.I.C. Two of a kind. Good food cooked with a light touch. Just the place for business girls. The salads are special. Price good.




Monde Marie


4 Roxburgh Street, off Marjoribanks Street, past the Embassy Theatre. Serves a delectable plat du jour at 3/6. Home-made cakes. Coffee, of course. Praiseworthy.







Coiffeur




Central Booksellers Ltd.


Next door to Quantas Corner in Featherston Street. Downstairs a magazine shop, upstairs smart haircutting, personal attention, and a standard of hairdressing reliably good.




Gilbert's Beauty Shop


In Willis Street above S. P. Andrew's, near Stewart Dawson's Corner. Hair Styles for girls. Highly Individual attention and plenty of ideas.




James Soteros, Hairdresser


In Maners Street, beside the Post Office. An entirely new, well-designed little saloon with 3 chairs and a good standard of cutting. Continental haircuts a specialty. Tatts tickets.
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Keep Fit Department




Jenkins Gym


22 Manners Street. Toughen up for the football season, loosen up for the cricket season, tone up for the swotting season. Personal individual tuition. There is a significant reduction in fees for groups of four or more. This is a special, for students only, and Library Cards must be produced.




The Sports Depot


(Witcome & Caldwell)


Half-way along Willis Street. Long-standing connection with University sport. Every one of Vic's twenty-four sports catered for here. All contingencies provided for.







Zeal




Coulls, Somerville, Wilkie Ltd.


For all stationery reqirements. Drafting equipment and architectural supplies specialty. 178 Featherston Street (opp. C.P.O.)., and also 178 Lambton Quay, Wellington.




Watson Victor Ltd.


16, The Terrace. Phone 42-095. Angle-poise lamps, drawing instruments, precision slide rules, etc. Serving science for over 70 years, Watvic offers students the most comprehensive range of scientific equipment.
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The Case Of The Big Bad Wolf — Short Story



Homself looked up from his low-power microscope, put out his pipe and picked up his violin. The pleasant lassitude of the Turkish Bath was rent by the Ride of the Valkyries on three strings.



At what I would judge to be the sixteenth Valkyrie a large and meticulously dressed wolf entered by the side door. He inquired, with a courteous bow:


"Mr Homsel, I believe?"


Homsel put down his violin, lit pipe and scrutinised the visitor through the low-power microscope.


"Correct, my good friend. Draw up a towel and pray be seated." The well-dressed wolf did so. "And how are things in your part of Boggabri?"


The well-dressed wolf threw up his kid-glove hands with a laugh. "There is no getting past you, Mr Homsel! Wonderful! How did you know I am from Boggabri?"


"Elementary, my dear vulpine. You may have noticed that three hairs behind your left ear are sitting bolt upright?"


"Yes."


"Well, it is obvious, but only to one of my sublime intellect, that this circumstance is caused by a species of paspalum seed found only in Boggabri. And then of course there is your accent."


"But I am using an Oxford accent!"


"Which is precisely what any itinerant Boggabridgian would do!" Homsel cried triumphantly.


The wolf gave a short laugh. "Dear me, Mr Homsel, now you put it that way, I find it was not so amazing after all."


Homsel chuckled good-naturedly and spat in his eye'.


"But pray tell me, my good man," Homsel continued, taking a pinch of snuff from his violin, "what is your problem? Disregard Gretson. His foamy-mouthed gibberings amuse me sometimes. That is to say, what is your problem beyond the fact that you are the wolf from Little Red Riding Hood, and the legendary gran'ma has absconded with the goodies?"


"You are a veritable wizard, Mr Homsel!"


"Truly, my good man, truly. I mention it to Gretson frequently. Don't I Gretson?"


I paused in my ritual licking of his feet to nod.


"The position is, Mr Homsel, that Mr Walt Disney, the well-known antique merchant, has offered us the leading roles in his forthcoming film. But there is another man interested in our story—but not for the same pure, uplifting purpose. It is the Baron Stanislaus von Freberg. A positive blackguard, Mr Homsel, though— I am told—quite fascinating to women.


"It is into this fiend's clutches that our hapless Gran'ma has fallen. By insidious means he lured her into his castle in the forest, where he has her imprisoned in his Echo Chamber. She is tortured continually by repeated performances of the Banana Boat song—played on a circular tape. We cannot do without her, Mr Homsel. I appeal to you for help!"


Homsel had throughout been studying his pinch of snuff through the low-power miscroscope. He sprang to his feet. "Great Heavens, Gretson!" he cried. "We must leave at once! Come!"


My friend Homsel is given to the unorthodox; but in stepping out into Piccadilly clad only in a violin-bow he really surpassed himself.


Schloss Freberg, though an architectural nightmare, was imposing in its size and solidity. Its shape was in direct contrast to that of the guard who answered the door. He was small, indelicately constructed and sallow, and betrayed all the silky-voiced repulsion of a tiger snake.


"Like yeah, daddy." He smirked twitching his pointed tail in a most irritating manner. "The Baron is, like, indisposed. Yeah. Crazy dad." he added, raising the drawbridge.


"Ha!" Homsel chuckled from the cool serenity of the castle moat wherein he has fallen. "The fellow has adopted me as a father figure!"


"The Baron will be a formidable foe, Gretson," he went on, climbing on board his violin, which he paddled across the most with his magnifying glass. "Witness his treatment of our old friend Sergeant Joe Friday. It appears the poor fellow subsequently went mad, and took to Ed's mom with a meat chopper. A tragic affair."


Homsel now began ascending the castle wall, by a characteristically ingenious procedure. He placed his pipe bowl against the brickwork, inhaled stiffly and held his breath while he gained a foothold further up. It was a laborious process, as he persisted in whispering, "You know, Gretson—" at the crucial moment and falling into the moat.


At length, however, we gained entrance to the ante-room of torture chamber, where Homsel cleverly took my stethoscope and applied it to the keyhole. Suddenly, however, the door was flung open, revealing the silky-voiced henchman, who promptly seized the other end of the stethoscope, and blew in it. The immediate effect was to cause Homsel to go black in the face. The secondary one was that he drew his violin and smashed it over his assailant's head.


"I regret having had to do that, Gretson," he murmured sorrowfully. "Mr Brynner may have a copyright."


Acting swiftly he donned his victim's habiliments, and in this guise entered the torture chamber. I applied my eye to the keyhole. A terrifying spectacle confronted it. On one side of the chamber was a great roaring oven, on the other side the helpless gran'ma trapped in the echo chamber; and in the centre paced the Baron Freberg, malevolence shining from his bifocals. A satonic drool spread over his visage when he sighted Homsel.


"Stoke the ever-lovin oven, Spike," he cackled. "Grammaw here is goin' On Wax."


For the purposes of disguise Homsel adopted a Cambridge accent. "Like, crazy, father," he said.


The Baron started, His expression was fiendish in its intensity. "Din' I tell youse ta momble?" he snarled. "An' waddya mean usin' dickshnry woids?"


"Er, I afil to—er—dig you, bud. Like, pray elucidate, father."


"E-lucldate? E-lucldate! You nuts or somp'n, boy? I've used grape-shot on joiks for less d'n dis!"


Homsel now employed a brilliant tactic.


"Like, well, my ears, man," he groaned. "Too piercing, father, too piercing."


"Huh? Oh yair. Sorry." The Baron clumped out through the far door, closing it after him. "Bum!" he cried. And re-entered through the window.


"Crazy," Homsel sighed, on cue.


"Orright, grammaw," leered the Baron. "Youse gonna play ball with us? You gonna sing How Much Is That Wolfie In The Nightdress with a Texas accent or nix?"


"No, no!" screamed the poor woman. "Anything but that!"


"Foist mug t' make the ubvious crack gets fed inter the Hi-Fi rig," growled the Baron. "Oright. Open the oven door, bub."


"Like, I do not excavate you, father," said Homsel, stalling. "I do not receive you loud and lucid."


"Huh?"


"Like, in brief, how?"


"Like dis, y' goddam joik!" screamed the demoniac shrilly. He flung the door open and clambered in. "And she gets in like dis!"


Whereupon Homsel, acting with unbelievable presence of mind, slammed the oven door. The Baron gave a piercing scream—a yell that will always ring in my memory—and was for ever still.


And then—it all happened in an instant. Gran'ma drew from her bosom a Nordenfeldt machine-gun, and with a chattering spray of death, shot Homsel down.


"My dear, dear Gran'ma," cried Homsel in dismay. "What provocation resulted in this?"


Thereat the old lady shed her nightie. I hid my eyes. Under this disguise stood the wolf; who, in turn divested himself of his hide. And out of these distressing shambles strode that arch villain, Mr Simon Templar.


"Cheerio, old thing," smiled, the Saint, without a flicker in his steel-blue eyes. The goodies felt cozy in his hip pocket as the Hirondel glided gently away, towards Manhattan.


ge


—"Honi Soit."
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Three Spaghetti Tins


Well, 
does prayer work? A spirited debate on this subject arose in a science laboratory at Victoria recently. The affirmative were convinced that prayer brought positive results. The negative doubted the motion but were prepared to be convinced. After much argument 
an experimentum crucis was devised. Three empty spaghetti tins are to be filled with soil of uniform kind and placed in the same position. The tins will each contain several wheat grains. The first will be prayed for by a group of sincere Christians. Of course they will need a control tin, as well (do you remember the tale of the African tribe who conclusively proved that the beating of tomtoms by every man, woman and child during an eclipse of the sun caused the eclipse to disappear?), and for interest's sake are including a third tin in which the grains are going to be 
wilted to grow.


There is still argument on how many wheat grains should be included in each tin, and what percentage difference in growth rates should be accepted as significant. The negative feel that God should be asked for a 50% difference, but would be strongly moved by 30% Of course, stringent measures will have to be taken to prevent foul play, such as interested parties sneaking in in the middle of the night to put the rival tin in a draught, or to sprinkle their own tin with guinea-pig droppings.
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The budget estimations having been delivered, it is welcome news to hear that New Zealand is going to spend more money on scientific research. Knowing our government's policy of keeping up with the latest in overseas trends (as exemplified in the fields of television, nuclear age antinfidently expect same announcements like thesubmarine frigates, air travel, etc.), we may co following:—


"Space age enthusiasts will be pleased to know that New Zealand's own interplanetary programme is now getting under way. The "Red Smear" rocket has already undergone extensive testing with impressive results. This five stage monster, specially constructed out of gleaming rubidothallium alloy, combines principles of spectroscopy, osmosokinetics, and half wave rectification, to send its pay-load hurtling into space. Built at a cost of £102,383,754/7/3 at the D.S.I.R., Gracefield, the rocket is powered by new reconditioned second-hand engines obtained at a special rate from Britain. Only 89 pounds of stercobilinogen fuel, personally synthesised by the head of the rocket research department, are needed to get the 104,3021b. rocket into space. One pound of this unique fuel delivers enough power to drive the Auckland Limited, at its maximum speed of 23.947 m.p.h., 138 times around Rangitoto Island.







Scientists' Natural Genius


"The rocket employs such evidence of the natural genius of New Zealand's top scientists as the X-109 cosmic ray converter, HW-75 conductivity cell, and ZAMBUC electrostatic absorption photometer. If the rocket should start travelling upside down, this information would be immediately relayed to ground control by the SECUC transmifragation unit. Pride of the constructors is the AMUC inertial navigator. This development in spacial navigation automatically keeps the rocket on course throughout any disruptive conditions it may meet. Its compactness and efficiency has received worldwide acclaim. In the unlikely event that anything should go wrong, the rocket can be destroyed by the IJ-249 triggering device, merely by pressing a button on the ground.


"In the preliminary testing programme, seven rockets have already been fired. These tests have clearly demonstrated the complete reliability of the IJ-249 unit. It has functioned perfectly every time, once even without the necessity of providing the radio pulse which operates it. The 
Amuc unit has had a few "teething troubles," but even these have had their brighter side—some confusion between the 
Seguc and 
Amuc wiring having led to a useful start being made on the Wellington harbour tunnel.







Man Into Space


"Scientists are already making preparations for putting a man in space. Project "Cosmosnack" is currently investigating the problems of feeding a man in a space suit. (The American method of putting grapefruit in orbit is not considered suitable for our local conditions). A group of student volunteers is providing information on how well man can exist on a purely liquid diet. The only physical changes noted so far are a certain reddening of the nose, enlargement of the abdomen, and unsteadiness of gait. However these should provide no problems in the limited confines of the space capsule. A group of specially selected volunteers is currently undergoing training for piloting the vehicle. Sponsored jointly by the Space medicine division of the Health Department and the "Evening Post," these men get special coaching in interstellar navigation, gravitationless feeding, and journalistic prose composition.


"The nest rocket to go up will carry a rabbit, the next a dog and a hydatid eliminating unit (to prevent any possibility of contaminating the Moon with foot and mouth disease), and the next a rabbit, two monkeys and Mr Cutler, curator of the Wellington Zoo. A fleet of the New Zealand Air Force's most modern planes; comprising 11 Tiger Moths, two Doves, and a completely reconditioned Canberra, will attempt to catch the space capsules on re-entry, by towing a giant "fishnet" off the Taranaki coastline (providing permission is granted by the New Zealand Fisheries Commission, the Japanese Trawling Union, and Professor L. R. Richardson).


"Then finally, next October, the candidate will be announced for man's first release from the bonds that tie us to the ground. Selected by a nation wide popularity poll, he will be bearing with him the good wishes of the entire nation, on his historic goodwill tour of the world. He will be New Zealand's first permanent ambassador to outer space, as re-entry rocket have been eliminated in order to save enough weight to permit the installation of radio relays, which will carry Parliament broadcasts, Aunt Daisy's morning session, and Doctor Paul right around the world.


"Already, the whole country is aglow, waiting for this epoch making event."


—J.H.
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The budget estimations having been delivered, it is welcome news to hear that New Zealand is going to spend more money on scientific research. Knowing our government's policy of keeping up with the latest in overseas trends (as exemplified in the fields of television, nuclear age antinfidently expect same announcements like thesubmarine frigates, air travel, etc.), we may co following:—


"Space age enthusiasts will be pleased to know that New Zealand's own interplanetary programme is now getting under way. The "Red Smear" rocket has already undergone extensive testing with impressive results. This five stage monster, specially constructed out of gleaming rubidothallium alloy, combines principles of spectroscopy, osmosokinetics, and half wave rectification, to send its pay-load hurtling into space. Built at a cost of £102,383,754/7/3 at the D.S.I.R., Gracefield, the rocket is powered by new reconditioned second-hand engines obtained at a special rate from Britain. Only 89 pounds of stercobilinogen fuel, personally synthesised by the head of the rocket research department, are needed to get the 104,3021b. rocket into space. One pound of this unique fuel delivers enough power to drive the Auckland Limited, at its maximum speed of 23.947 m.p.h., 138 times around Rangitoto Island.
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Scientists' Natural Genius


"The rocket employs such evidence of the natural genius of New Zealand's top scientists as the X-109 cosmic ray converter, HW-75 conductivity cell, and ZAMBUC electrostatic absorption photometer. If the rocket should start travelling upside down, this information would be immediately relayed to ground control by the SECUC transmifragation unit. Pride of the constructors is the AMUC inertial navigator. This development in spacial navigation automatically keeps the rocket on course throughout any disruptive conditions it may meet. Its compactness and efficiency has received worldwide acclaim. In the unlikely event that anything should go wrong, the rocket can be destroyed by the IJ-249 triggering device, merely by pressing a button on the ground.


"In the preliminary testing programme, seven rockets have already been fired. These tests have clearly demonstrated the complete reliability of the IJ-249 unit. It has functioned perfectly every time, once even without the necessity of providing the radio pulse which operates it. The 
Amuc unit has had a few "teething troubles," but even these have had their brighter side—some confusion between the 
Seguc and 
Amuc wiring having led to a useful start being made on the Wellington harbour tunnel.
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Man Into Space


"Scientists are already making preparations for putting a man in space. Project "Cosmosnack" is currently investigating the problems of feeding a man in a space suit. (The American method of putting grapefruit in orbit is not considered suitable for our local conditions). A group of student volunteers is providing information on how well man can exist on a purely liquid diet. The only physical changes noted so far are a certain reddening of the nose, enlargement of the abdomen, and unsteadiness of gait. However these should provide no problems in the limited confines of the space capsule. A group of specially selected volunteers is currently undergoing training for piloting the vehicle. Sponsored jointly by the Space medicine division of the Health Department and the "Evening Post," these men get special coaching in interstellar navigation, gravitationless feeding, and journalistic prose composition.


"The nest rocket to go up will carry a rabbit, the next a dog and a hydatid eliminating unit (to prevent any possibility of contaminating the Moon with foot and mouth disease), and the next a rabbit, two monkeys and Mr Cutler, curator of the Wellington Zoo. A fleet of the New Zealand Air Force's most modern planes; comprising 11 Tiger Moths, two Doves, and a completely reconditioned Canberra, will attempt to catch the space capsules on re-entry, by towing a giant "fishnet" off the Taranaki coastline (providing permission is granted by the New Zealand Fisheries Commission, the Japanese Trawling Union, and Professor L. R. Richardson).


"Then finally, next October, the candidate will be announced for man's first release from the bonds that tie us to the ground. Selected by a nation wide popularity poll, he will be bearing with him the good wishes of the entire nation, on his historic goodwill tour of the world. He will be New Zealand's first permanent ambassador to outer space, as re-entry rocket have been eliminated in order to save enough weight to permit the installation of radio relays, which will carry Parliament broadcasts, Aunt Daisy's morning session, and Doctor Paul right around the world.


"Already, the whole country is aglow, waiting for this epoch making event."


—J.H.
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Today's Agnostic Text


"Agnosticism is the admission that there are unanswerable questions. Philosophy is the attempt to answer these questions, and Religion is the supposition that they have been answered.


—J. K. Feibleman
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