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1921 and all that . . — The Bad Old Days





1921 and all that . .



The Bad Old Days




So we're a University now—it's actually happened. When I joined the staff in 1921, we hardly thought as far ahead as that. I was labelled "assistant and demonstrator" and the idea of having full time men, who were not professors, was quite revolutionary. Usually the professor carried on either with a little part-time assistance from local school-masters, or with a woman assistant, who was desperately underpaid. He lectured in the evening and crammed up to fifteen lectures a week in the hours from four till eight. No wonder they called it a night school. But night school or not, £300 a year was attractive in 1921. I think I helped to break the beastly tradition by organizing morning lab, classes for the few full time students we had. Even so I had to take two 7-10 evening labs, a Friday evening 7-8 tutorial and a Saturday morning lab class. Like all the rest of them, I learned to play golf. If you didn't do something like that you were even more stupid than usual by 10 p.m. Why, the general run of students expected to find you in your study every evening of the week!—I wasn't having that one.


The library wing was building then, and the physics wing was promised in the near future. Meanwhile physics and chemistry were in the chemistry wing, workshop and all. Biology was up above us (where music is today), and geology had a whole room in the Arts building. As for apparatus, there were several burettes and a few test-tubes and all that. Don't forget the assay furnaces, housed where the Honours chemistry is now, and even then a relic of the gold mining era in Wellington, which never came. I used to be allowed to do a little consultation work. I remember a case of Australian wine, full of vinegar (which I duly certified), but if you neutralised it and distilled it, the distillate was quite different.




Professor A. D. Munro is the associate professor of chemistry. Over the years he has taken an interest in student affairs and welfare, and has not confined this to his faculty.



The Senior Common room and the two adjacent rooms were the library—presided over by that stern disciplinarian, the Rev. Horace Ward, skull cap and all. If you whispered, if you passed a note, if you even winked, a voice would say, "Read rule three", and you might well be out in the corridor in thirty seconds after that.


Of course all exams were' external—sat in November, sent to England, results in February (if you were lucky). That made the College year nice and short for the staff and after the long winter of discontent they aestivated till the following March. Terms were hard to get; a real ordeal of three hour papers in October. We couldn't afford to let the English examiners see what our illiterates were like. Of course the papers were easier then than now. They have to be under an external examiner system. After all, these chaps couldn't set the type of paper we use today. They had no idea of how the teaching was done and they had to be lenient. The first year of a new examiner was a chance affair. After that the staff got idea of what would be set and passed them on to the students. It was just as well to pass in those days, and in at least two subjects, for one subject just didn't count. We had a chap who got 90 per cent, in Chemistry and failed in Maths and Physics. He had to do Chemistry I all over again. And one chap taking, say, subjects A and B, passed in A or B alternate years and never got a degree. I think he's given up this last few years, but he passed in about 15 subjects and missed his degree.







A Student Union Building


As for student life—they were all hard up; for that matter, so were we, and so was the whole community. Each and all of us were much harder up than we are today. I count the cost of living as 40 per cent, of today's, but wage rates were much less than 40 per cent, of today's rewards. Tennis balls at 4/6 a pair were a lot of money those days, and 2d, up in the Kelburn car, by concession, was more than 3d. today. The old "gym" was much the same then as now and was considered inadequate for 600 students. Funds were already being collected fora new one, which seemed just round the corner. The Stud. Ass. was involved in a solemn controversy in the wearing of gowns. They wore them at Canterbury and the vote just missed here. Perhaps the heating system was even worse in those days.


Of course, to your eyes, every-thing would seem incredibly primitive. But then, Wellington still had a pioneering look with clouds of dust on Thorndon Quay, as one struggled against a northerly to the old Thorndon station. Yet the place was much more personal in tone— everybody knew everybody. Even if we didn't have a principal (let alone a Vice-Chancellor), we had a Chairman of the Board elected for two years and carrying on the work of his chair with a miserable extra £100 for special assistance.


If you were a student you had to look out for Brookie in the corridors. He would soon put you to rights if you made a noise when lectures had begun. The Brook dynasty of caretakers lasted for two generations, and Brookie the younger had practised to perfection a snap of the fingers which could be heard a hundred yards away.


That's what we were and you know what we are. I don't want to go back to the old days and take a 9-10 Saturday lecture and a 10-12.30 Saturday lab, class. You cannot do the proper University work in odd times, with tired students and tired staff. I want the epithet "night school" never to be applied to the University of Wellington, even if it was true for Victoria in the year 1921.


—A. D. Monro.
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So we're a University now—it's actually happened. When I joined the staff in 1921, we hardly thought as far ahead as that. I was labelled "assistant and demonstrator" and the idea of having full time men, who were not professors, was quite revolutionary. Usually the professor carried on either with a little part-time assistance from local school-masters, or with a woman assistant, who was desperately underpaid. He lectured in the evening and crammed up to fifteen lectures a week in the hours from four till eight. No wonder they called it a night school. But night school or not, £300 a year was attractive in 1921. I think I helped to break the beastly tradition by organizing morning lab, classes for the few full time students we had. Even so I had to take two 7-10 evening labs, a Friday evening 7-8 tutorial and a Saturday morning lab class. Like all the rest of them, I learned to play golf. If you didn't do something like that you were even more stupid than usual by 10 p.m. Why, the general run of students expected to find you in your study every evening of the week!—I wasn't having that one.


The library wing was building then, and the physics wing was promised in the near future. Meanwhile physics and chemistry were in the chemistry wing, workshop and all. Biology was up above us (where music is today), and geology had a whole room in the Arts building. As for apparatus, there were several burettes and a few test-tubes and all that. Don't forget the assay furnaces, housed where the Honours chemistry is now, and even then a relic of the gold mining era in Wellington, which never came. I used to be allowed to do a little consultation work. I remember a case of Australian wine, full of vinegar (which I duly certified), but if you neutralised it and distilled it, the distillate was quite different.




Professor A. D. Munro is the associate professor of chemistry. Over the years he has taken an interest in student affairs and welfare, and has not confined this to his faculty.



The Senior Common room and the two adjacent rooms were the library—presided over by that stern disciplinarian, the Rev. Horace Ward, skull cap and all. If you whispered, if you passed a note, if you even winked, a voice would say, "Read rule three", and you might well be out in the corridor in thirty seconds after that.


Of course all exams were' external—sat in November, sent to England, results in February (if you were lucky). That made the College year nice and short for the staff and after the long winter of discontent they aestivated till the following March. Terms were hard to get; a real ordeal of three hour papers in October. We couldn't afford to let the English examiners see what our illiterates were like. Of course the papers were easier then than now. They have to be under an external examiner system. After all, these chaps couldn't set the type of paper we use today. They had no idea of how the teaching was done and they had to be lenient. The first year of a new examiner was a chance affair. After that the staff got idea of what would be set and passed them on to the students. It was just as well to pass in those days, and in at least two subjects, for one subject just didn't count. We had a chap who got 90 per cent, in Chemistry and failed in Maths and Physics. He had to do Chemistry I all over again. And one chap taking, say, subjects A and B, passed in A or B alternate years and never got a degree. I think he's given up this last few years, but he passed in about 15 subjects and missed his degree.
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A Student Union Building


As for student life—they were all hard up; for that matter, so were we, and so was the whole community. Each and all of us were much harder up than we are today. I count the cost of living as 40 per cent, of today's, but wage rates were much less than 40 per cent, of today's rewards. Tennis balls at 4/6 a pair were a lot of money those days, and 2d, up in the Kelburn car, by concession, was more than 3d. today. The old "gym" was much the same then as now and was considered inadequate for 600 students. Funds were already being collected fora new one, which seemed just round the corner. The Stud. Ass. was involved in a solemn controversy in the wearing of gowns. They wore them at Canterbury and the vote just missed here. Perhaps the heating system was even worse in those days.


Of course, to your eyes, every-thing would seem incredibly primitive. But then, Wellington still had a pioneering look with clouds of dust on Thorndon Quay, as one struggled against a northerly to the old Thorndon station. Yet the place was much more personal in tone— everybody knew everybody. Even if we didn't have a principal (let alone a Vice-Chancellor), we had a Chairman of the Board elected for two years and carrying on the work of his chair with a miserable extra £100 for special assistance.


If you were a student you had to look out for Brookie in the corridors. He would soon put you to rights if you made a noise when lectures had begun. The Brook dynasty of caretakers lasted for two generations, and Brookie the younger had practised to perfection a snap of the fingers which could be heard a hundred yards away.


That's what we were and you know what we are. I don't want to go back to the old days and take a 9-10 Saturday lecture and a 10-12.30 Saturday lab, class. You cannot do the proper University work in odd times, with tired students and tired staff. I want the epithet "night school" never to be applied to the University of Wellington, even if it was true for Victoria in the year 1921.


—A. D. Monro.
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Extension of Authority . . — A Step Forward — Freedom of Speech . . — Victoria's Tradition





Extension of Authority . .



A Step Forward



Freedom of Speech . .



Victoria's Tradition




Invited to record something in the nature of reminiscences of the "goings on" of students of Victoria University College of the 1920's, I have endeavoured to recall some of the incidents which stand out most vividly in my memory. One's recollections are naturally coloured by one's point of view and I do not pretend that the events which I chronicle are necessarily typical of the experience of all students nor are they necessarily the incidents which others will recall with the same pleasure.


Among the most active of student bodies of those days were the Debating Society and the Free Discussions Club. It was in these bodies, no less than in the classroom, that many students learnt to enquire, to think and to speak. Sometimes when they spoke they expressed views which did not meet with the approval of Authority, but speak they did, and the right to express views that were honestly and sincerely held with the utmost freedom irrespective of whether those views might or might not accord with popular opinion was a right most jealously guarded and stoutly defended.




J. W. Davidson is now the P.S.A. representative on the Government Service Tribunal, and sometime leading light in debating and the Students' Association. During his days at Victoria his name and that of W. A. Sheat were coupled as the two most prominent radicals of their day.








Left Wing


In the Debating Society for some years it had been the practice to include in the year's programme of activities a debate with the Social Democratic Party—an organisation which constituted the Left Wing of the Labour Party. The Social Democratic Party was invited to nominate two speakers to move and second a motion dealing with some aspect of the Socialist objective of the Party. They were opposed by two student speakers and the discussion which followed the addresses of the principal speakers was thrown open both to visiting members of the Social Democratic Party and to students. These debates aroused considerable interest, attracted large audiences and proved the highlight of the debating season.


So successful were the debates with the Social Democratic Party that out of this at a later stage there emerged the practice of inviting visiting speakers from other organisations to participate in debates on subjects in which they were interested. A visiting speaker was invited to support a motion moved by a student member of the Society, while another visiting speaker from an opposing organisation would support the principal student speaker in opposition to the motion. For example, a motion "That the Labour Party is fit to govern" moved by a student was supported by a prominent Labour Member of Parliament, the opposition receiving the support of a member of the Reform Party. A motion of this nature would be regarded as relatively innocuous today but it must be remembered that in those days the Labour Party was not as respectable as it is today. When the vote taken revealed that the opinion of students of the Debating Society was decisively in favour of the motion, this could hardly be expected to be viewed favourably by the Press and other defenders of the existing order of things.




We feel that the responsibility for making the change from a constituent college to a university, which can be more than a mere change in administration, is largely the concern of this and succeeding generations of students. This increased stature is not merely a matter of refraining from treading heavily on the sensitive toes of the burgesses; it should, if the change has any significance at all, be reflected in the added maturity of all graduates. We had our giants, we will go on having them; but the 99 per cent will reflect whether this change means much, anyway.



Another debate which evoked considerable interest centred round a proposal— "That the Navy League should no longer be permitted access to the schools". Although the popular opinion found it impossible to conceive any other point of view than that actively propagated by the Navy League, there were in fact other organisations holding opposing views, such as the New Zealand National Peace Council. That either or both of these organisations should be permitted free access to our schools, making the minds of the children the battleground of opposing political opinions, did not seem to some to be in the best interests of education. Much worse would it be to permit only one philosophy to be presented to children, leaving the opposing opinion entirely unrepresented. A well-known organiser and lecturer for the Navy League supported the opposition in the debate, while an adherent of the opposing point of view to that of the Navy League spoke in favour of the proposal. I well remember the consternation with which the organiser for the League viewed the spectacle of student after student mounting the platform to advocate the exclusion of the Navy League from our schools. To one who had found it so easy to influence the minds of school children it seemed incomprehensible that University students should range themselves in opposition to the Navy League, When the Press published the fact that a vote of students had supported the exclusion of the Navy League from the schools, needless to say orthodox opinion was horrified. One interesting development was that Lord Jellicoe, who was then Governor-General, intimated that he no longer wished to remain patron of the Society. The executive of the Debating Society were not deterred from the policy of encouraging the free expression of opinion.


Another public debate related to a proposal favouring the restoration of full civic rights to conscientious objectors of World War I, supported by J. A. Lee, D.C.M., and Bill Jordan as he then was, both returned servicemen of that war.


Another interesting incident of the period related to the right of free expression of opinion occurred when a student who was a member of the Communist Party—Miss Hetty Weitzel—was convicted for an offence involving the distribution of Communist literature. A number of students who attended the hearing of the case in the Magistrate's Court, feeling that this was, an infringement of the rights of free speech, took up a collection outside the Court and paid the fine. The collection did not escape the notice of the newspaper reporters and publication of the incident, with consequent newspaper editorials and publication of letters from "Pro Bono Publico", "Anti-Communist" and so forth, led to a College enquiry into the distribution of so-called seditious and prohibited literature at the University. The result of the enquiry did nothing to binder the expression of student opinion.







Free Discussions


The Free Discussions Club also engaged in the same free expression of opinion. It will be remembered that in the period under review so soon after World War I, there was a Middle East crisis precipitated by a flamboyant cable despatched to the Dominion by Lloyd-George, resulting in the creation of a certain amount of war hysteria. A meeting of the Free Discussions Club called to discuss the situation was addressed by Walter Nash and the late Rev. Dr. Gibb. Both speakers opposed the creation of a war fever and most students who had long been associated with both the Debating Society and the Free Discussions Club similarly opposed the current developments which were obviously calculated to make for another world war. However, as was to be expected when war hysteria is present, a number of students, most of whom had rarely interested themselves in the activities of either club, organised an opposition and, after the chairman had adjourned the discussion to the Gmnaysium when the hour for closing the University buildings had arrived, the opposition developed into something in the nature of what modern politicians would describe as a "rabble rousing" incident involving the use of prepared stink bombs and other methods not associated with the calm objective discussion of a serious situation. Indeed, rumour had it that plans were afoot to capture and duck the principal speakers in the nearest duck pond. They were exciting days.


And so it will be seen that the theme of my recollections is that students of those days who gathered together in such student dubs as those I have mentioned were active in defending and enlarging that most important of the four freedoms— the right to freedom of speech. There were other incidents which serve to illustrate this contention but space does not permit me to recount there.


Victoria College has acquired a new status. Long may its students in their various clubs continue to maintain the tradition of freedom of speech. What matters it if the opinions they express run counter to what has been described as the common sense of popular opinion. The daring speculation of today is the common sense of tomorrow.


—J. W. G. Davidson.
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Invited to record something in the nature of reminiscences of the "goings on" of students of Victoria University College of the 1920's, I have endeavoured to recall some of the incidents which stand out most vividly in my memory. One's recollections are naturally coloured by one's point of view and I do not pretend that the events which I chronicle are necessarily typical of the experience of all students nor are they necessarily the incidents which others will recall with the same pleasure.


Among the most active of student bodies of those days were the Debating Society and the Free Discussions Club. It was in these bodies, no less than in the classroom, that many students learnt to enquire, to think and to speak. Sometimes when they spoke they expressed views which did not meet with the approval of Authority, but speak they did, and the right to express views that were honestly and sincerely held with the utmost freedom irrespective of whether those views might or might not accord with popular opinion was a right most jealously guarded and stoutly defended.
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Left Wing


In the Debating Society for some years it had been the practice to include in the year's programme of activities a debate with the Social Democratic Party—an organisation which constituted the Left Wing of the Labour Party. The Social Democratic Party was invited to nominate two speakers to move and second a motion dealing with some aspect of the Socialist objective of the Party. They were opposed by two student speakers and the discussion which followed the addresses of the principal speakers was thrown open both to visiting members of the Social Democratic Party and to students. These debates aroused considerable interest, attracted large audiences and proved the highlight of the debating season.


So successful were the debates with the Social Democratic Party that out of this at a later stage there emerged the practice of inviting visiting speakers from other organisations to participate in debates on subjects in which they were interested. A visiting speaker was invited to support a motion moved by a student member of the Society, while another visiting speaker from an opposing organisation would support the principal student speaker in opposition to the motion. For example, a motion "That the Labour Party is fit to govern" moved by a student was supported by a prominent Labour Member of Parliament, the opposition receiving the support of a member of the Reform Party. A motion of this nature would be regarded as relatively innocuous today but it must be remembered that in those days the Labour Party was not as respectable as it is today. When the vote taken revealed that the opinion of students of the Debating Society was decisively in favour of the motion, this could hardly be expected to be viewed favourably by the Press and other defenders of the existing order of things.




We feel that the responsibility for making the change from a constituent college to a university, which can be more than a mere change in administration, is largely the concern of this and succeeding generations of students. This increased stature is not merely a matter of refraining from treading heavily on the sensitive toes of the burgesses; it should, if the change has any significance at all, be reflected in the added maturity of all graduates. We had our giants, we will go on having them; but the 99 per cent will reflect whether this change means much, anyway.



Another debate which evoked considerable interest centred round a proposal— "That the Navy League should no longer be permitted access to the schools". Although the popular opinion found it impossible to conceive any other point of view than that actively propagated by the Navy League, there were in fact other organisations holding opposing views, such as the New Zealand National Peace Council. That either or both of these organisations should be permitted free access to our schools, making the minds of the children the battleground of opposing political opinions, did not seem to some to be in the best interests of education. Much worse would it be to permit only one philosophy to be presented to children, leaving the opposing opinion entirely unrepresented. A well-known organiser and lecturer for the Navy League supported the opposition in the debate, while an adherent of the opposing point of view to that of the Navy League spoke in favour of the proposal. I well remember the consternation with which the organiser for the League viewed the spectacle of student after student mounting the platform to advocate the exclusion of the Navy League from our schools. To one who had found it so easy to influence the minds of school children it seemed incomprehensible that University students should range themselves in opposition to the Navy League, When the Press published the fact that a vote of students had supported the exclusion of the Navy League from the schools, needless to say orthodox opinion was horrified. One interesting development was that Lord Jellicoe, who was then Governor-General, intimated that he no longer wished to remain patron of the Society. The executive of the Debating Society were not deterred from the policy of encouraging the free expression of opinion.


Another public debate related to a proposal favouring the restoration of full civic rights to conscientious objectors of World War I, supported by J. A. Lee, D.C.M., and Bill Jordan as he then was, both returned servicemen of that war.


Another interesting incident of the period related to the right of free expression of opinion occurred when a student who was a member of the Communist Party—Miss Hetty Weitzel—was convicted for an offence involving the distribution of Communist literature. A number of students who attended the hearing of the case in the Magistrate's Court, feeling that this was, an infringement of the rights of free speech, took up a collection outside the Court and paid the fine. The collection did not escape the notice of the newspaper reporters and publication of the incident, with consequent newspaper editorials and publication of letters from "Pro Bono Publico", "Anti-Communist" and so forth, led to a College enquiry into the distribution of so-called seditious and prohibited literature at the University. The result of the enquiry did nothing to binder the expression of student opinion.
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Free Discussions


The Free Discussions Club also engaged in the same free expression of opinion. It will be remembered that in the period under review so soon after World War I, there was a Middle East crisis precipitated by a flamboyant cable despatched to the Dominion by Lloyd-George, resulting in the creation of a certain amount of war hysteria. A meeting of the Free Discussions Club called to discuss the situation was addressed by Walter Nash and the late Rev. Dr. Gibb. Both speakers opposed the creation of a war fever and most students who had long been associated with both the Debating Society and the Free Discussions Club similarly opposed the current developments which were obviously calculated to make for another world war. However, as was to be expected when war hysteria is present, a number of students, most of whom had rarely interested themselves in the activities of either club, organised an opposition and, after the chairman had adjourned the discussion to the Gmnaysium when the hour for closing the University buildings had arrived, the opposition developed into something in the nature of what modern politicians would describe as a "rabble rousing" incident involving the use of prepared stink bombs and other methods not associated with the calm objective discussion of a serious situation. Indeed, rumour had it that plans were afoot to capture and duck the principal speakers in the nearest duck pond. They were exciting days.


And so it will be seen that the theme of my recollections is that students of those days who gathered together in such student dubs as those I have mentioned were active in defending and enlarging that most important of the four freedoms— the right to freedom of speech. There were other incidents which serve to illustrate this contention but space does not permit me to recount there.


Victoria College has acquired a new status. Long may its students in their various clubs continue to maintain the tradition of freedom of speech. What matters it if the opinions they express run counter to what has been described as the common sense of popular opinion. The daring speculation of today is the common sense of tomorrow.


—J. W. G. Davidson.
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As Victoria University emerges from the ashes of Victoria College, "Salent" celebrates its twentieth birthday.



We commemorate this double occasion by a little retrospection and reflection—how did we get here? what has gone on in our history to make Vic. and "Salient" the wonderful things they are today?



Last year's readers have had a look into these matters through "Victoria Story". In this issue we present a number of articles by Vic graduates and staff members, recalling and trying to estimate the significance of pieces of our past.



For an easy guide, we give a brief chronology of the Victoria-"Salent" story:—




	1897
	Seddon suggests commemorating Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee by building in Wellington "a university college for the sons and daughters of working men".



	1899
	Victoria College is founded, with classes scattered around town in odd rooms.



	1902
	The first national university sports tournament is held at Easter in Christchurch. Impressed by other college's student journals, three keen sports—Hubert Osier (later Knight and Supreme Court Judge), F. A. de la Mare (later barrister, noted controversialist, and outhor of one of our contributed articles in this issue) and Fanny Irvine Smith (later lecturer and historian), formed themselves into the first editorial board of Vic's first journal, "Spike", a twice-yearly paper devoted to "dealing out to each and all their just meed of blame or praise without fear, prejudice, or favour."



	1906
	The College gets a home when the main part of the old red brick building is built on Salamanca Road, the site being levelled largely by volunteer student labour.



	1912
	Midst industrial upheaval, a "Spike" commentator expresses the spirit of Vic, with the remark: "There is something exhilarating in talking about 'isms'."



	1916
	Prof. von Zedlitz, crusading freethinker and liberal, is sacked by Act of Parliament for the crime of having chosen a German for his father, after a hysterical campaign in which the whole College stood up for justice—to no immediate avail.



	1921
	A girl graduate is fined for selling seditious literature, which results in a Government demand for an inquiry into the teaching, syllabus, and clubs at Victoria. "Spike" publishes a brilliant satire on the event called "The Vision of Judgement", copies of which are in high demand among M.P.s



	1930
	Other Colleges had by now each given birth to a monthly or fortnightly paper. Vic's Students' Association A.G.M. votes to make "Spike" annual, and produce a smaller paper six times a year. Thus "Smad" is born—named from the initial letters of Vic's Latin motto (see crest on main stairs, and apply to Classics Dept. for translation).



	1933
	"Smad" being by policy "aloof" from controversy, radical students bring out a cyclo-styled sheet called "Student" —full of political discussion of the kind then current. It is banned by the Stud. Ass. Exec., but continues to appear.
"Spike" for that year is banned by the College Council— see Mr. de la Mare's article elsewhere. There are more demands for official inquiries, which prompt even the lofty "Smad" to comment: "How far some people lose their sense of proportion!"



	1935
	"Smad" broadens in scope— controversy enters in.



	1937
	"Smad" reverts to type under an editor who believes "the walls of the College are the limits of our concern." This prompts A. H. Scotney, Derek Freeman, R. L. Meek, K. J. Scott and others to make the break which results in—



	1938
	Death of "Smad"; birth of"Salient", which aims "to link the University more closely to the realities of the world." With banner headlines on social and religious issues; interviews with Walter Nash, Count von Luckner, and Aunt Daisy; high standard film and book reviews; odd verses! linocuts; feature-style sports reports— "Salient" becomes New Zealand's ace student newspaper.



	1939
	"Salient's" political slant provokes opposition at Stud. Ass. A.G.M. The editor offers to hand over two issues to the chief critic as "guest editor" —who finds the weight of contributions too much for him, and retires in acknowledged defeat.



	1940
	Heavy press censorship and paper shortage result in a cyclo-styled "Salient", still highly controversial.



	1943
	"Salient" all but leads Wellington's "Liberty Loan" campaign.



	1945
	A rumpus between the editor and the Stud. Ass. Secretary over publication of a letter ends in an A.G.M. upholding the editor's viewpoint.



	1947
	"Salient" devotes a front page to the Dutch assault on Indonesia under the headline "Indonesia Merdeka!" on the day 300 Vic. students demonstrate outside the Dutch Embassy. Full report of Stud. Ass. meeting which turns down proposal to disaffiliate the Club which organized the demonstration, sets a tradition of lively reports of general meetings.



	1948
	begins with fat issue of "Salient" in honour of its 10th birthday.



	1949
	V.U.C. is 50 years old, and "Salient" reviews Dr. Beaglehole's official Jubilee history in an article which includes side-long remarks about certain ex-students now holding high positions in the land. The same issue carries an editorial slating the deplorable management of Weir House. For both these items, Professorial Board bans the issue and fines the editor £5. Several special cyclo-styled issues ("panic-sheets") are following by a special general meeting of students demanding that the fine be revoked and asserting the inviolability of the freedom of the student press. The Prof. Board retreated in disorder.
In this year an opposition newspaper starts up, entitled "Charta", officially connected with the College's only-ever right-wing political club.



	1951
	Capping Procesh is banned on account of industrial disturbances.
"Charta" editor takes over "Salient" but finds it difficult to change traditional tone.



	1954
	"Salient" is well laid out, but a trend starts towards making it a mere college version of a parish gossip-sheet, with wider issues squeezed out.



	1956
	Climax of this trend.



	1957
	Trend reversed.



	1958
	Twentieth anniversary of "Salient" coincides with V.U.C. becoming Victoria University of Wellington.





—C.B.
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I am a man of peace. I hate arguments: they raise my blood pressure. There is no surer way of buying an argument than comparing the students of today with those of the past, especially if one's theme is the decadence of the present generation. To try to pass off one's comments as merely an objective account of the facts is useless when addressed to readers trained to question both our objectivity and one's facts. Let me therefore offer some subjective impressions. From this retreat I may be as impervious to criticism as L. D. Austin.







Politics, Economics


In the nineteen-thirties (and I give this only as a personal impression) the intellectual life of the student elite at Victoria was focused on problems of politics and economics. We need not consider the other members of the student body —those hordes who at all times worm their way into institutions of higher learning, not knowing what a university is for and with no desire to know. In those days their chief organ was the Haeremai Club, which excelled in doing hakas, improving the dividends of the breweries, and throwing its considerable weight against intelligent discussion of any kind. Other student groups, notably the Free Discussions Club, the Labour Club, the Debating Society, and the Social Service Club, earnestly struggled with the problems of the individual and of society. The shape of the questions they considered was profoundly affected by two influences: the rapid development of military aircraft and of new "scientific" weapons of warfare, and the Great Depression. The suffering and devastation from the First World War had been appalling, but we were threatened with total devastation of cities, and (so many believed) with the "end of civilization as we know it", if another World War should come. The economic depression of the 'thirties had involved the collapse of capitalist distribution on an unprecedented scale, and the spectacle of the deliberate destruction of food while millions of people were struggling for enough to keep alive left no thoughtful person content with the status quo.


There were many shades of political thought among students, but those who wrote and debated and discussed were in the main sternly or vehemently critical of the Government (it was before the day of the Labour Government) and were convinced that Socialism—with or without Pacifism, but mostly with it —would be the salvation of mankind. A smaller but extremely vocal section placed their faith in Communism.




Professor I. D. Campbell, Professor of English and N.Z. Law at V.U.W., is a graduate of Victoria and was prominent in the student movement of the '30's.



An article bearing the initials "I.D.C." was one of those offending articles banned in "Spike" 1937. It attacked the teaching of law in the college.








Another Room


Today these elements are still present, but it is my impression that the argument is now going on in another room. The concentration of attention on political and economic measures has been supplanted by religious issues, or rather, by the re-interpretation of religious beliefs in terms relevant to the problems of our day. It has been succeeded to a lesser extent by fuller development in matters of aesthetics and an ever greater interest in science and its wonders—tilings by no means antithetic in themselves, but worlds apart from the religious outlook previously mentioned. Indeed, if the nineteen-thirties had as their motto that the proper study of mankind was man, the motto today would seem to be that the proper study of mankind is atomic structure, and that learning the alphabet means learning about alpha and beta particles or radiations.







Regression


On the whole the changes that have taken place seem to me to mark a regression rather than progress. (You will note that there is nothing "objective" about this.) In the 'thirties everything was dominated by concern for human suffering and by the belief that human effort, and particularly the better organizing of society, offered the most effective remedy. The severe setbacks that this viewpoint sustained in the next two decades have had the result that it has been largely abandoned in favour of the view that our only hope lies with either a supernatural power or some scientific legerdemain.







Success Kills


The fate of the left-wing political groups was particularly instructive. They died from success. Pinning their hope at first on a change of government, they saw a Labour Government elected to office. Wanting a new philosophy of State action in economic affairs they witnessed the birth of the "welfare state". Violently opposed to fascism, they ticipated in World War II, a war in which, though the "victors" suffered, the hatred of fascism became world-wide. This conflict was followed by prodigious activity on an international scale to remedy the ravages of war and to improve the lot of the impoverished peoples of the world.


But while all this was occurring there were other events which seemed to make the pre-war outlook untenable. The ranks of the pacifists had been decimated when there seemed no way short of war to end the barbarities of the Nazis. Fellow-travellers of the Communists sought other travelling companions when they realised what communism means in practice under Stalin. Socialists who expected Heaven on earth when a Labour Party dedicated to socialism came to power were disillusioned. Those who were less naive in that respect were often more naive about the miracles of science, and expected economic welfare to keep pace with the progress made in the laboratory.


In this way the presuppositions of pre-war days were eaten away, and the humanism which sustained most student thinking in those days was gradually, indeed rapidly, eroded. Instead of being re-inter-preted in the light of its deficiencies as a theoretical foundation for a plan of action it was more and more rejected in favour of reliance on non-human control of our destinies. The miracles that all can 
see—is not the stupendous work of international relief agencies beyond anything we could have believed possible thirty years ago?—have less effect on current beliefs than miraculous events from the distant past. The transformations achieved by patient work of many hands in the evolution of political organization (one of the few fields in which we have far excelled the achievements of the Greeks) have not led to increased confidence in man's power to solve his own problems, but ironically to greater dependence on supernatural authority.


This is the progress that we have made since the days before "Salient" was born. Its pages record the subtle and not-so-subtle changes of thought and feeling throughout this period— in all history one of the most critical periods of which we know. What of the next thirty years? We all prophesy in terms of our fears and hopes. My own: that we will see a return to rationalism and humanism, as the full significance of the revolution of the mid-twentieth century comes to be appreciated,


—I.D.C.
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"They builded their Gods in the Wilderness of Old . . ."—S.S.M.



"Ring out the old, ring in the new."



—Tennyson.



Hail to the Victoria University of Wellington! Farewell to Victoria University College, to which, nearly sixty years ago, we swore troth and fealty! The King is dead; long live the King! There remans to us merely the decent obsequies; a few kind words, and an age of reminiscence. Wherefore am I bidden, because I am the sole survivor of the first editorial staff, to give a final bow for the happy past, and to offer a proud salute to a still more happy future.


It is not my task to add materially to the dry records of a great institution, but just, in a few odd places, to lift the curtain; to expose the human touch; to give, if I can, to a few statistical facts the breath of life; for it is to the written word the future must look to discover whether we were men and women and not merely automata. If the first four professors do not spring from the page, the fault lies in the telling. Each in his own fashion was an individual, "a scholar and a gentleman". They were, at the beginning of the century, a trifle young for the conventional professor, and we, the students, eager and waiting, a shade elderly for the traditional "fresher". We knew, however, our own and each other's handicaps. We took all things lightly—and together. It was for these things that we loved the College. If we thought Professor John Rankine Brown a trifle pompous in the Little matter of Caesarian prose, we soon discovered that he was "all white" underneath; appreciative, helpful and forbearing. We owe the "Song of Victoria College" to his enthusiasm. That song was placed in my own hands and construed by the Professor word for word, down there on Thorndon Quay. "Auferunt decidiam" was "blow away the cobwebs!" for the "venti turbulenti" were already blowing. That was in 1902, when we had no "local habitation" and the Quay led to the old Thorndon Baths, where, in due course, we held our first swimming sports. Speaking of verses, I felt I had received another gift from the gods when Seaforth Mackenzie (S.S.M.) handed me the manuscript of "The Ode on the laying of the foundation stone of Victoria College, 27th August, 1904", and with what pride I took it to the University Office for appraisal by our old friend J. W. Joynt, of Trinity College, Dublin (Registrar of the New Zealand University).



Mr. F. A. de la Mare, besides being a foundation student, an enthusiastic sportsman (athlete, rugby player and cricketer) also, in 1958, finds it possible to belong to both the N.Z. Alliance and the N.Z. Rationalist Society. Now practising as a lawyer at Hamilton, he finds time each May to write to "Salient" protesting at the depravity and loose-living of the modern student, as evidenced in each Cappicade.








Heavyweight


In those days Hugh Mackenzie was the heavyweight of our professorial team. It looked easy to score off old Hugh, who was so easy going. But it was necessary to take care. For instance, Brother Ostler, in an effort "to brighten cricket", used sometimes to throw in a silly question. Once, when the question before the class was the history of language, the Professor came to the "Pooh, Pooh" and "Bow Wow" theories. Here was a clear case for intervention. "Please, sir," came the inquiring voice, "how do you spell 'Pooh, Poh'?" Deliberately came the letters, with an addendum: "Mr. Ostler will be able to tell you how to spell 'Bow Wow'". Thus old Hugh.




[image: Portrait photo]


The question of coat of arms and motto gave rise to much heraldic erudition from the highbrows, but the lowbrows had their turn too. Professor Easterfield, sternly practical (as became a chemist and a miler) rendered our "Sapientia" legend into "Wisdom is to be desider for the sake of more gold", but his smile was a little lopsided. He knew that if a professor could run a mite under four minutes and thirty seconds, his latinity didn't matter—and he could get absolution anyhow. The major criticism, as it happened, came from an anonymous newspaper correspondent who stoutly maintained that "desiderare" incorporated the idea of unattain-ability, i.e., of desiring vainly. Now 
those in the know, knew that the anonymous gentleman was one P. J. O'Regan, who had several times crashed in matriculation Latin, and his opponent was Rankine Brown, who had many times examined in the same test. Now old Hugh was a friend of O'Regan, and he thought it great fun to bolster up the case against his friend and colleague Rankine Brown. To the onlooker it was a notable encounter. There was, indeed, one unexpected but practical result. It was thought that O'Regan case helped to bring about the change of regulation which enabled a candidate who had passed all his professional law subjects, to count his law passes if he gained his matriculation subsequently. It was thus that O'Regan acquired his qualification to practise, which he did for a number of years with credit to himself and his profession. All issues in this matter have no doubt long been settled amicably in the Elysian fields.


The stories told of Von Zedlitz would fill a book. One of them should never be forgotten, the story of his "dismissal" and the fight of Victoria to save "old Von" from his political enemies. The College Council, to its lasting honour, refused to dismiss him, and it took an act of Parliament to complete the deed of shame. So was enacted a Statute, the Alien Teachers Act, which drove from his post at Victoria perhaps the greatest scholar and teacher that ever entered her doors. Even then the play was not ended, although the scene was changed, and the "last grim joke" was entered in the courts of law and justice. The "N.Z. Times", now mercifully deceased, had published a libel, the last act of a campaign of calumny, and old Von was persuaded to take legal action to protect his name and vindicate his honour. C. P. Skerrett, afterwards Chief Justice, appeared for the plaintiff, and Sir John Findlay defended. In due course Von entered the witness-box and submitted to cross-examination. He had not been naturalized, and the imputation was made that he was a German at heart and a traitor in sympathy. Of course he had not applied for naturalization. He took the somewhat quixotic view that as he had not applied in times of prosperity, he could not in honour use naturalization as a means of saving his skin. He had for family reasons made a decision and now he was faced with the consequences in the witness-box. The crucial question came bluntly: "What do you call that, Mr. Von Zedlitz, if it were not treason, what was it?" Then came the measured answer— "Snobbery, Sir John, snobbery." So simple, so truthful, so perspicient, so unexpected, and the case was ended. Judgment for plaintiff with damages and costs.


It is impossible for any one article or any one memory to contain more than scraps of the wit and wisdom which cluster round the names of the very considerable personalities which flavour a university. Any attempt to impose a censorship is bound to meet a hostile reception at some point in any institution which boasts of freedom of thought or action. Any such attempt is an event of moment and Victoria had at least one. "The Spike," No. 61 (1933) had just been put on sale in the entrance hall, some few copies had been sold, when a member of the College Council, our old friend and first editor, H. H. Ostler, no less, came on the scene. He took action which resulted in the withdrawal and reprinting of No. 61, Two acts of censorship came into the discussion which followed: an earlier one by the Student Executive of "The Student" (a publication of the V.U.C. Free Discussion Club"), and that instigated by Ostler. This is no place to discuss the important questions involved. The Editor of the day, Ian D. Campbell, wrote an editorial in reply, of which all his successors in office may well take heed. I myself have a personal grievance. I wanted two copies and they cost me five shillings a piece. The price doubled in half an hour.







The War, 1914-1918


No story of Victoria students can be told without reference to war, its profound influence on life and its enormous sacrifice. The Route Nationale in France, when the N.Z. Division was out resting, seemed like a stretch of Lambton Quay— so many were the old friends one would meet along the road. There is no space to tell of the individuals who gave their lives in a great cause. The story has been told, the record stands, and the tradition survives.


—F. A. de la Mare.
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In those days Hugh Mackenzie was the heavyweight of our professorial team. It looked easy to score off old Hugh, who was so easy going. But it was necessary to take care. For instance, Brother Ostler, in an effort "to brighten cricket", used sometimes to throw in a silly question. Once, when the question before the class was the history of language, the Professor came to the "Pooh, Pooh" and "Bow Wow" theories. Here was a clear case for intervention. "Please, sir," came the inquiring voice, "how do you spell 'Pooh, Poh'?" Deliberately came the letters, with an addendum: "Mr. Ostler will be able to tell you how to spell 'Bow Wow'". Thus old Hugh.
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The question of coat of arms and motto gave rise to much heraldic erudition from the highbrows, but the lowbrows had their turn too. Professor Easterfield, sternly practical (as became a chemist and a miler) rendered our "Sapientia" legend into "Wisdom is to be desider for the sake of more gold", but his smile was a little lopsided. He knew that if a professor could run a mite under four minutes and thirty seconds, his latinity didn't matter—and he could get absolution anyhow. The major criticism, as it happened, came from an anonymous newspaper correspondent who stoutly maintained that "desiderare" incorporated the idea of unattain-ability, i.e., of desiring vainly. Now 
those in the know, knew that the anonymous gentleman was one P. J. O'Regan, who had several times crashed in matriculation Latin, and his opponent was Rankine Brown, who had many times examined in the same test. Now old Hugh was a friend of O'Regan, and he thought it great fun to bolster up the case against his friend and colleague Rankine Brown. To the onlooker it was a notable encounter. There was, indeed, one unexpected but practical result. It was thought that O'Regan case helped to bring about the change of regulation which enabled a candidate who had passed all his professional law subjects, to count his law passes if he gained his matriculation subsequently. It was thus that O'Regan acquired his qualification to practise, which he did for a number of years with credit to himself and his profession. All issues in this matter have no doubt long been settled amicably in the Elysian fields.


The stories told of Von Zedlitz would fill a book. One of them should never be forgotten, the story of his "dismissal" and the fight of Victoria to save "old Von" from his political enemies. The College Council, to its lasting honour, refused to dismiss him, and it took an act of Parliament to complete the deed of shame. So was enacted a Statute, the Alien Teachers Act, which drove from his post at Victoria perhaps the greatest scholar and teacher that ever entered her doors. Even then the play was not ended, although the scene was changed, and the "last grim joke" was entered in the courts of law and justice. The "N.Z. Times", now mercifully deceased, had published a libel, the last act of a campaign of calumny, and old Von was persuaded to take legal action to protect his name and vindicate his honour. C. P. Skerrett, afterwards Chief Justice, appeared for the plaintiff, and Sir John Findlay defended. In due course Von entered the witness-box and submitted to cross-examination. He had not been naturalized, and the imputation was made that he was a German at heart and a traitor in sympathy. Of course he had not applied for naturalization. He took the somewhat quixotic view that as he had not applied in times of prosperity, he could not in honour use naturalization as a means of saving his skin. He had for family reasons made a decision and now he was faced with the consequences in the witness-box. The crucial question came bluntly: "What do you call that, Mr. Von Zedlitz, if it were not treason, what was it?" Then came the measured answer— "Snobbery, Sir John, snobbery." So simple, so truthful, so perspicient, so unexpected, and the case was ended. Judgment for plaintiff with damages and costs.


It is impossible for any one article or any one memory to contain more than scraps of the wit and wisdom which cluster round the names of the very considerable personalities which flavour a university. Any attempt to impose a censorship is bound to meet a hostile reception at some point in any institution which boasts of freedom of thought or action. Any such attempt is an event of moment and Victoria had at least one. "The Spike," No. 61 (1933) had just been put on sale in the entrance hall, some few copies had been sold, when a member of the College Council, our old friend and first editor, H. H. Ostler, no less, came on the scene. He took action which resulted in the withdrawal and reprinting of No. 61, Two acts of censorship came into the discussion which followed: an earlier one by the Student Executive of "The Student" (a publication of the V.U.C. Free Discussion Club"), and that instigated by Ostler. This is no place to discuss the important questions involved. The Editor of the day, Ian D. Campbell, wrote an editorial in reply, of which all his successors in office may well take heed. I myself have a personal grievance. I wanted two copies and they cost me five shillings a piece. The price doubled in half an hour.
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The War, 1914-1918


No story of Victoria students can be told without reference to war, its profound influence on life and its enormous sacrifice. The Route Nationale in France, when the N.Z. Division was out resting, seemed like a stretch of Lambton Quay— so many were the old friends one would meet along the road. There is no space to tell of the individuals who gave their lives in a great cause. The story has been told, the record stands, and the tradition survives.


—F. A. de la Mare.
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President's Message—



State of the Union




I am delighted to have this opportunity to welcome those to our University who join us this year. I do hope that you will be very happy here and that your energies and labours will be well rewarded. I have already had the good fortune to meet many of you who are this year's freshmen when you visited us last year. In the coming year, at Easter, the Vice-President and I hope to visit many of your old schools which are in our University district. That is a pleasure to which we both look forward.




"Towards the end of last year The Victoria University College was reconstituted The Victoria University of Wellington by Act of Parliament This change in status brings with it a considerable extension of powers and authority. The steady growth towards autonomy together with the considerable physical growth, which is everywhere apparent on the Campus, makes this a most important period in the life of Victoria. With these changes will come new responsibilities which you will share."



At such a time as this in the development of our University an assessment of the present and a consideration of the possibilities in the future is not entirely out of place and it is my intention therefore to discuss one or two matters. As your knowledge and understanding of Victoria increases you will find that it is quite different in character from the other universities of Auckland, Canterbury and Otago and the Constituent Colleges of Massey and Lincoln. Much of this is due to our tradition of keen inquiry in many fields including the religious and political. Much of the character is due to the presence of a great number of part-time students who seek their livelihood in the city by day and attend the University for lectures in the morning and evening. As a consequence our association as individuals with the community of Wellington is considerable, yet the relationship between the City and the University has not always been the most cordial. Much can be done to improve this unfortunate condition and we should take every care, both as individuals and as a student body, not to offend the sensibilities of the citizens of our city.







Capping Book and Procession


Over recent years there has been considerable public and private criticism of our Capping Book and Procession, and it is evident that the standard and tone of these are in need of revision. My Executive has given careful consideration to these matters, and as a result certain directives have been given to those of our sub-committees which are concerned to see that the necessary improvements are made this year.


With regard to our capping festivities in general, I feel that it is proper to say that good humoured pranking could well be a tonic for the citizens of Wellington, but destructive behaviour gives an opportunity for our friends, and those not so friendly in their disposition, to be justifiably critical.


The least that can be expected of our pranks and publications is that they are witty and ingenious, if not brilliant, in their conception; skilful and accomplished, but not harmful or offensive, in their execution.


This year it is our wish to collect for charity during the procession. The charity to which we hope to contribute is "Birthright"—the civilian counterpart of "Heritage" which is, I am sure, known to all of you. "Birthright" aims to give assistance and guidance to those families which are deprived of their fathers. The Executive is convinced of the worthiness of this charity and I would ask that all who will be collecting should give it their full support.


This collection will be the first that we have made. I am sure that it is by such self-sacrificing gestures as these that we can recapture the goodwill of our friends of the City.







Student Union Building


There are many things we look forward to in the future and not least among them is the Student Union Building and Gymnasium which first appeared on the drawing boards as long ago as 1936. With these fine buildings we shall have much to be thankful for. In some of its features Victoria has been the Cinderella of the University of New Zealand, but with the new buildings we shall be unequalled in the provision of facilities for student life and recreation. We are to have a theatre seating approximately 400 people, common rooms, editorial and club rooms, a spacious cafeteria, and a dining-room for formal functions, quiet reading rooms and Executive offices. On a separate site we shall build a fully equipped gymnasium.


Our Union building will be the very centre of our corporate life and we shall be proud of it not only for what it will mean to us but also because it will be the realisation of the dreams of generations of students who have contributed very substantially to its cost. It will be a tribute to their patience and preseverance. It will be their building and it will be ours as well, for, apart from the Government, graduates and undergraduates will have been the larges group of contributors by the time that the project is completed. From 1957 onwards each student wilt be contributing £l each year which, by 1965, will represent a sum of approximately £28,000! Such generous giving has earned the praise of a former Minister of Education (the Hon. R. M. Algie), who observed that any Government should be pleased to help those who were so obviously helping themselves. The Government agreed to subsidies amounting to £115,000.







Our Prerogative


It was suggested recently that the University Council should appoint a Warden to the Union to supervise and control it and to coordinate the activities of students in association with Executive. The Association is strongly opposed to this suggestion. We are firmly of the opinion that the co-ordination and control of the functions and facilities of the Union should be the responsibility and prerogative of the Students' Association and not of the Council and its staff.


I have tended to confine my comments to the immediate future. That which is our past will be known to many of you. To those who wish to know more of it, I would refer them to Dr. J. C. Beaglehole's admirable book, "Victoria University College".


Those of you who join us this year do so at an interesting and important time in our history. I do hope that you will all take your part and place in our affairs, that you will discharge your duties and responsibilities with credit and that by so doing you will add to our fine traditions of which we are justifiably proud.


Floreat Victoria!



John Marchant.
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The President . .


Arts and Music degree student.


President of Weir House Students Association, 1954.


Elected third Life member of Weir in 1955.


Co-opted to Students' Association Executive, 1955.


Elected Association Secretary, 1955-56.


Elected President unopposed, 1956-57.


Re-elected President unopposed, 1957-58.


Elected as Students' Association representative, on the Council for a term July, 1957, to June, 1959.


Represented Victoria at Tournaments in the Drama teams in 1952, 1953, 1954 and 1955.


Represented Victoria as a delegate on the N.Z. University Students' Association Council Meetings at Tournaments in 1955, 1956, 1957 and 1958.


. . God Bless Him!
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Once again Extravaganza rears its ugly head! For months the Extrav. Steering Committee has been meeting behind closed doors laying the foundations for the 1958 show. Production dates are: Wellington Opera House, Saturday, May 10th, to Saturday, May 17th; Lower Hutt Town Hall, Thursday and Friday, May 22nd and 23rd; and Municipal Theatre, Napier, Friday and Saturday, May 30th and 31st, and Monday, 2nd June. No doubt all the old hands will be turning out again and freshers will welcome this opportunity to get into a really student activity.



A casting meeting-audition is to be held in the Little Theatre on Monday, March 17th (Begorrah!) at 8.15. All persons interested in taking part on stage in the cast, chorus or male ballet or backstage with the stage crew, wardrobe, properties or make-up should be at the meeting. The heads of the various departments will be there to get to know persons interested in helping.


Some of the music to be used in the show comes from recent stage shows and it is hoped to be able to play the recordings at the meeting to give an idea of the tunes.







Production Team:


The production this year is in the hands of Bill Sheat who co-produced last year's show with Ian Rich and who has been in the directorial chair on a number of previous occasions. The musical director is Peter Crowe who performed this chose in 1955. It is hoped that Margaret Salter will be Ballet Mistress. Aileen Claridge (now of Christchurch) is taking two months' leave to come north to act as pianist for the show. Adrian Sirett is in charge of make-up again, (Other appointments will be made in the next few weeks.)







Script:


The script is being written by Frank Curtin of Hamilton. Frank has been associated with Extrav.. over the last decade as actor on numerous occasions and as author in 1950, 1953 and 1957. It would not be fair to reveal the plot at this stage. It will be sufficient to say that it makes "War and Peace" look like "Grandma's Diary".


To be included in the show is an Opera. Details of the plot are highly secret. It is being written by those irrepressible maestri Pietroyitch Kaucauski (late Moscow Conservatorium) and Guglielmo Schiatti (late La Scala, Milan), whose earlier efforts include "II Lavatore" (Extrav. 1954) and "Hokonui Carmen" (Extrav. 1955). The production of this particular item will need some good voices. Those interested in taking part in the opera should come to the casting meeting. If you have a specialty act it may be possible to fit it into the opening scene which is set in a well-known dine and dance joint.







Back-Room Boys:


A strong administrative team is working on the details of organisation. Headed by David Wilson as Organiser, they have already laid plans for the Wellington, Lower Hutt and Napier seasons. Publicity is in the hands of veteran advertising men Stewart Comber and Surrey Kent. By the time they have finished nobody will be able to say they did not know Extrav. was on. John Fernyhough is Sales Manager, Warwick Dent is preparing an Interval Entertainment, and David Davy, aided and abetted by Don Trow, is keeping an eye on the financial side of things. Others on the committee include Derek Home-wood, Tony Ferrers and John Laurenson, who is secretary to the Committee. Dr. S. G. Culliford has joined the Committee as liaison with the Vice-Chancellor.
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Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria University College, Wellington N.Z. Vol. 21, No. 1. March 13, 1958

[Introduction]





Once again Extravaganza rears its ugly head! For months the Extrav. Steering Committee has been meeting behind closed doors laying the foundations for the 1958 show. Production dates are: Wellington Opera House, Saturday, May 10th, to Saturday, May 17th; Lower Hutt Town Hall, Thursday and Friday, May 22nd and 23rd; and Municipal Theatre, Napier, Friday and Saturday, May 30th and 31st, and Monday, 2nd June. No doubt all the old hands will be turning out again and freshers will welcome this opportunity to get into a really student activity.



A casting meeting-audition is to be held in the Little Theatre on Monday, March 17th (Begorrah!) at 8.15. All persons interested in taking part on stage in the cast, chorus or male ballet or backstage with the stage crew, wardrobe, properties or make-up should be at the meeting. The heads of the various departments will be there to get to know persons interested in helping.


Some of the music to be used in the show comes from recent stage shows and it is hoped to be able to play the recordings at the meeting to give an idea of the tunes.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria University College, Wellington N.Z. Vol. 21, No. 1. March 13, 1958

Production Team:





Production Team:


The production this year is in the hands of Bill Sheat who co-produced last year's show with Ian Rich and who has been in the directorial chair on a number of previous occasions. The musical director is Peter Crowe who performed this chose in 1955. It is hoped that Margaret Salter will be Ballet Mistress. Aileen Claridge (now of Christchurch) is taking two months' leave to come north to act as pianist for the show. Adrian Sirett is in charge of make-up again, (Other appointments will be made in the next few weeks.)










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria University College, Wellington N.Z. Vol. 21, No. 1. March 13, 1958

Script:





Script:


The script is being written by Frank Curtin of Hamilton. Frank has been associated with Extrav.. over the last decade as actor on numerous occasions and as author in 1950, 1953 and 1957. It would not be fair to reveal the plot at this stage. It will be sufficient to say that it makes "War and Peace" look like "Grandma's Diary".


To be included in the show is an Opera. Details of the plot are highly secret. It is being written by those irrepressible maestri Pietroyitch Kaucauski (late Moscow Conservatorium) and Guglielmo Schiatti (late La Scala, Milan), whose earlier efforts include "II Lavatore" (Extrav. 1954) and "Hokonui Carmen" (Extrav. 1955). The production of this particular item will need some good voices. Those interested in taking part in the opera should come to the casting meeting. If you have a specialty act it may be possible to fit it into the opening scene which is set in a well-known dine and dance joint.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria University College, Wellington N.Z. Vol. 21, No. 1. March 13, 1958

Back-Room Boys:





Back-Room Boys:


A strong administrative team is working on the details of organisation. Headed by David Wilson as Organiser, they have already laid plans for the Wellington, Lower Hutt and Napier seasons. Publicity is in the hands of veteran advertising men Stewart Comber and Surrey Kent. By the time they have finished nobody will be able to say they did not know Extrav. was on. John Fernyhough is Sales Manager, Warwick Dent is preparing an Interval Entertainment, and David Davy, aided and abetted by Don Trow, is keeping an eye on the financial side of things. Others on the committee include Derek Home-wood, Tony Ferrers and John Laurenson, who is secretary to the Committee. Dr. S. G. Culliford has joined the Committee as liaison with the Vice-Chancellor.




[image: Swimsuit lady]










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria University College, Wellington N.Z. Vol. 21, No. 1. March 13, 1958

Congress: — Curious Coves








Congress:



Curious Coves


A disapppointing aspect of this year's Congress at Curious Cove was the remarkable lack of V.U.W. "sun-worshippers, and/or truth seekers". From a representation last year of fifty-three to have fallen to a mere Eighteen, but with the presence of Bernard Galvin and last year's Controller Peter Gibbons, nobody was allowed to think that V.U.W., despite a change of name, was a dead force in any way. This lack of numbers was probably due to lack of publicity and interest aroused among students last year. One good result was that Vic. students mixed much better with those from other Colleges than was the cast last year, but in view of our geographical closeness the small number was regretable.


Representatives from all Colleges mixed Well, with a marked pre-dominance of A.U. throughout. O.U. were well represented, but again very few from Canterbury. Two American students from Massey and C.U. were particularly good mixers. There were also only three Australian students present. It is extremely difficult, if not impossible, to give any satisfactory definition of Congress, and it is really only by talking about with people who have been that you can get to know what it is that draws students back to Curious Cove year after year. If Congress is one of the extra-curricular activities you have always meant to indulge in, then cease this procrastination and be there next year.


With A.U. as the Host College the organization was very good and the week flowed by very smoothly. The Chairman, Dr. Scott, who unfortunately had to depart on Tuesday, did very good job in controlling the lectures with a hand that was heavy enough to keep order but light enough to ensure that the discussion was not restricted. Miss Annette Stoop, who succeeded to the Chair, proved herself to be a very popular figure both officially and socially.


The standard of lectures was high, and the keen interest aroused was clearly shown by the lively discussion that followed. Students took good part in this discussion, which was helped, but never monopolised, by lively comments from other lecturers. Bernie Galvin, N.Z.U.S.A, representative, gave a very interesting informal talk on his experiences at the I.S.C. Congress at Ibadan. A forum on education was held but failed almost completely to be of any interest. Points mentioned were the methods of teaching, specialization in University courses, influence of non-academic bodies on University faculties, and compulsory attendance at lectures.


On the social side of Congress it can only be said that it was as usual a great success. I regret to say that V.U.W. did not carry off the Olympic Honours due to a natural honesty and sportsmanship of the Vic. representatives which was lacking in other Colleges, especially in the rowing race.


And so Congress is over for another year and I can only express the hope that as the ferry sails next year it will carry a larger number of V.U.W. with it.
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[image: ACADEMIC GOWNS Masters and Bachelors Gowns in Best Russell Cord. Made by Wippells of England. At only £9. 12. 6. Available at CHURCH STORES 18 Mulgrave Street WELLINGTON Telephone—41-457]




[image: You are invited to take part in a UNIVERSITY SERVICE to be held in the CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF ST. PAUL WELLINGTON on SUNDAY, 16th MARCH, 1958, at 3 p.m. ADDRESS: The Very Rev. D. J. Davies, Dean of Wellington. PRAYERS: Rev. J. S. Somerville. Service token by Rev. A. Grey, S.C.M. Chaplain.]




[image: ORBITUARIES ARE FOR DUD SPUTNIKS "Satellite-launching-wise, it's either in an orbit or it's in an obit." a newspaperman tells us. (And we think he's dead right.) SPEAKING HIRE-WISE, HOWEVER . . . When you're priming up to hit the high spots, launching a cabaret party, attending a formal dinner, a party, or a wedding . . . see . . . JACKSON'S HIRE SERVICES LTD. 25 PANAMA STREET PHONE 43-339 Modern drape, double-breasted Dinner Suits for all high-flying occasions. Hire charge, 30/-. Also for hire: Morning suits, Dress suits (Tails) and Lounge suits.]
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Rabble at Raumati


The Tenth Annual Congress of the University Catholic Society of New Zealand was its usual success. Over sixty students arrived from different parts of the country to spend a hectic weekend attending addresses, swimming and froth-blowing. Among those present were Mr. Harker, Mr. Keatin, M.P., Dr. Duggan, Rev. Father Simmonds and James K. Baxter. The speakers were His Grace, Archbishop McKeefry, James K. Baxter, Mr. Keating, Mr. Riddiford and Mr. Rafter, head of the division of nuclear physics of D.S.I.R.


Speaking on "Freedom and Religion", his Grace stressed the teleological nature of freedom—how it was inextricably interconnected with God, Creation and human destiny. He then went on to draw a distinction between what he termed natural freedom and moral freedom. Moral freedom was defined as lying in an act of the intellect upholding right judgment. It is the fulfilling of our moral obligations in accordance with our human destiny.


The basic theme of Mr. Baxter's address on the "Freedom of the Artist" was that there are illegitimate spheres of freedom even for the artist. He strongly condemned self-indulgence for the sake of art, dubbing it the "Bohemian heresy". So the speaker condemned that form of sexual portrayal in literature that is intended solely to arouse sexual passions. On the other hand he defended sexual portrayal where it was quite natural and was intended for healthy purposes. Mr. Baxter then dealt with what he termed the "Ascetic heresy" in literature. This is the literature of awe and majesty, the literature that places its emphasis, for example, on the beauty of a religious service, paying attention only to the trappings. The speaker also had some harsh words to say on the decadence of modern art, especially of Surrealism. In this context he stressed the decay of modern agnostic humanism which sought so vainly for some new idol as a substitute for God, finding it perhaps in Causality or some other notion. One cannot help thinking of those Russian poets who see in the factory not the degradation of the people but the source of the inspiration of the proletariat.


Talking on the theme of "Freedom in Politics", Mr. Keating first defined freedom as "a faculty of choosing means fitted for the ends proposed" (Pope Leo XIII in Libertas Romana). He then stressed that freedom presupposed the necessity of law. In the case of morality this prerequisite was satisfied by the Natural Law and in the case of polities by human law. Next the speaker moved on to a consideration of political life. Quoting freely from Aritsotle and Aquinas, he showed first that man is a political animal, that the family is the basic unit of society, and that the State exists to satisfy those needs which are beyond the scope of family life. Mr. Keating suggested an ethical standard by which we can determine whether the State is encroaching on the legitimate scope of individual freedom. This is the Principle of Subsidiarity which gives a higher form of organisation the right to perform only those functions which cannot be efficiently performed by a lesser one.


Mr. Riddiford, a well known Petone lawyer, spoke on "Freedom and the Law". First he outlined the history of the principles of freedom from arbitrary arrest, of trial by jury, and the independence of the judiciary. These he regarded as the features of our legal system that best preserve the freedom of the citizen. The speaker then referred to the principle of stare decissis—the practice of following earlier decisions. He outlined also the development of the two separate jurisdictions of common law and equity and their fusion by the Judicature Act. Moving on to the Welfare State, Mr. Riddiford showed how the laissez-faire notion of freedom of contract and the false liberal notion of freedom for the property owner gave way to State Paternalism. He then pointed out the dangers inherent in the many administrative tribunals that flourish under the Welfare State, suggesting that these be replaced by administrative courts on the French pattern. The rest of Mr. Riddiford's address was devoted to urging the adoption of a Second Chamber. Such a Chamber, he recommended, should have the right to delay the passage of ordinary legislation and should possess an absolute power of veto on constitutional matters.


Mr. Rafter, who spoke on the "Freedom of Science", divided his address into four sections, viz., freedom of speech, of thought, of scientific method and of choice of problems. On the subject of freedom of speech, Mr. Rafter opposed any frustration of scientific declaration in the interests of State policy. He pointed out that many Germans opposed the Relativitiy theory on the grounds that its formulator was Jewish. Concerning freedom of thought, the speaker drew a distinction between normative dogmatism and methodological dogmatism. On the freedom of scientific method he stated that the biggest threat is a monopolisation of method. We must be prepared to accept findings as conditional upon possible further explanation. Lastly he spoke on the, freedom of choice of problems. In this context he referred us to the outmoded genetical theories of the Russien "scientist" Lycenko, which were officially adopted by the Communist Party under Stalin and could not until recently be questioned by a Russian, even though they were contrary to all Western discoveries about genes and chromosomes.


—T.J.K.
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From time to time students grumble about examinations, and these grumbles are inclined, not unnaturally, to increase during the months of October and November. But now these tense times are over —for the time being—and it might be profitable in the comparative calm to examine more closely the advantages and disadvantages of the examination system at the University level.


The alleged merits of the examination system might be set out as follows:—



	(1)
	It provides a formal, standardised test, without favouritism.


	(2)
	It is a test of a student's character, of his ability to rise to the occasion and give him the sort of experience to enable him to overcome the difficulties he inevitably meets after leaving University.


	(3)
	If there were no examinations there would be little incentive, in many cases, for the student to retain his knowledge after his essay had been written and discussed.









The Greater Majority


Those who are sceptical about the value of examinations argue that under the present system of marking (in the Arts Faculty anyway) there is no agreed and uniform standard and that favouritism is possible, although, at the higher stages there are checks against injustice or great variety in marking.


To those who value examinations as a test of character, I would suggest that the function of examinations should be to test knowledge and intellectual power and that the student who suffers from nerves, who lacks the temperament to cope with the somewhat artificial conditions of an examination, produces results which are not an indication of his academic worth.


I think there is some point in the third argument, but against it must be set the fact that examinations tend to encourage bad methods of work. Surely the present conditions encourages very little work for most of the year, then hard cramming for a couple of months. But it is Knowledge gained in such a way that is all too easily and quickly forgotten. The majority of education theorists seem agreed that it is best to learn regularly and gradually.


Of course, there are some subjects where it would be quite impossible to dispense with examinations. A knowledge of languages and, I suppose, the natural sciences, would have to be tested in some such way, but in subjects like history, philosophy, political science, psychology, education, etc., if the student were to do eight or nine essays during the year, this together with the cut and thrust of the weekly seminar, should leave the lecturer or tutor in little doubt about the worth of the student. This would necessitate somewhat smaller classes than sometimes exist at present, together with reasonable continuity in tutors, but if the academic year were made about a month longer, if a good level of work were insisted upon, I see no reason why there should be any lowering of academic standards but rather a general gain from steady consistent work, without either stagnation or spectacular bursts.







Courage


There are those, no doubt, who would say that the prestige of our New Zealand Universities would drop if there were to be any large scale replacement of the examination system and it certainly would require courage for New Zealand to lead the world in this respect, so I suppose there is little likelihood of drastic changes.


Nevertheless I feel that some of the evils of examinations could be mitigated by some such measures as:



	(1)
	Accrediting certain papers (as has been done by one department here).


	(2)
	Holding three-hour examinations for one or more papers during the session itself; and perhaps by


	(3)
	Giving students in the higher stages, at any rate, some choice in the number of questions to be answered.




I do not think that any practical difficulties about checks against injustice need arise because of substitution of essay and seminar work for the final examinations. In the case of Stage 3 and Honours students—when it is necessary (or customary) for work to be checked by another New Zealand University—the essays done during the year and the tutor's comments would be sent on to be assessed in the usual manner.


—
Russell Price.



Printed by the Disabled Serviceman's League at their registered office, 21 Lloyd Street, for the Victoria University of Wellington Students' Association, Wellington.
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Moral Rearmament with the Lid off




The senior woman student of Melbourne University, Miss Adrienne Walker, was presented with her air ticket and given less than an hour to prepare for leaving the Moral Rearmament Assembly at Mackinac Island, Michigan, U.S.A., which concluded decently. With other Melbourne students and seven other Australians, she was flown, at M.R.A. expense, to and from the Assembly. She was told that she was "a disturbing and divisive influence" and that she "was undermining the faith" of some Conference members.




What Miss Walker revolted against was the total lack of privacy. She and one of her companions, T. Ananda Krishnan, described the Assembly "as a high pressure and emotional attempt to change' everyone, an attempt which bordered on brain-washing." Other visitors revolting against the pressure came to her for advice on how to avoid the brain washing technique. As a result of this she was regarded by M.R.A. people as the leader of the counter-revolution at the Assembly, and was eventually told she had to leave only 20 minutes before her boat left the island. 
Without her permission, her bags had been packed in her absence. Her private papers and plane tickets were handed to her only after Mackinac was some thousand miles behind—they had been entrusted to an M.R.A. woman returning to Australia whom Miss Walker described as her "gaoler".


Upon arrival each non-M.R.A. member was allotted to the care of six or seven M.R.A. people, Miss Walker said, who made sure their visitors were never alone and were constantly "protected from themselves". "It was impossible even to run upstairs for a handkerchief without an M.R.A. person either offering to go too or asking where I was going," she said.


The visitors' first introduction to M.R.A. practice on the morning after they arrived was to "guidance". 
At 6 sum. everyone rose and meditated on how to organise their day and on reviewing their past day's conduct "Guidance" which came to them was written down and later shared over breakfast. "The guidance period lasted for about an hour or as long as you could manage." The sharing of guidance with the six or seven mentors over breakfast the Melbourne students described as "excruciating to the newcomers, involving the innermost searchings of the soul."


Despite the lack of privacy, Miss Walker said that guidance was valuable in that it encouraged everybody to assess the consequences of their own actions. However, she said, guidance could easily be used by unscrupulous people to gain their own will.



Krishnan said that one Malayan student who wanted to go home, but was not given his return ticket, announced four morning in a row during the sharing of guidance: "The good Lord says 'Go and have intercourse.'" On the fourth day he was sent home.


The mode of appeal to visitors was carried subtly through the conversation of the group and more directly through the three main meetings of the day. Each of these meetings was supposed to be spontaneous, but in fact speakers were approached a day before. 
Speakers were required to hand in their talks for vetting some hours before presentation. One of the Malayans submitted a talk and was later told that he would not be required to speak.


The 7.30 a.m. session was chaired by an M.R.A. leader and fixed on a particular need for personal change or on a problem of one of the countries represented. The 11 a.m. session was also led and the speeches were on the theme of how M.R.A. could solve the world's problems. 
The leader of this session interrupted speakers so that the audience en masse could repeat significant sentences like "If M.R.A. fails, the world fails," and "M.R.A. is the hope of me world." The two-hour session was broken by an international chorus singing M.R.A. hit-parade type songs. The third session, from 5-7 p.m., was always segregated and consisted of a series of stories about conversions, past sins, and problems and how M.R.A. had solved them— "so dramatic and fantastic," Miss Walker said, "that they were at first unbelievable and later just didn't sink in."


Meals were a vital part of M.R.A's approach to the visitors. Lists showing where everyone would sit for each meal had to be submitted two hours before each meat and once again non-M.R.A. people were always balanced with groups of people who had "changed". The meals, which were formal and sumptuously presented, lasted for up to two hours and the conversations dealt exclusively with M.R.A. For each of the two hour periods there was a flow of personal stories in incredible detail of how people at the table met 
M.R.A. "'I heard stories about radicals born in Quaker families, about prostitutes, illegitimate children and many more, on the assumption that there would be a story which would move me," Miss Walker said.


At night plays were presented which the Melbourne students described as superbly produced and acted. Although these were different each night the theme always followed a pattern of chaos and disintegration until someone saw the light of M.R.A. and by example resolved the situation.


The segregation which obtained at the 5 p.m. session was standard throughout the whole assembly. At meals and at mixed meetings men and women always sat apart. 
Once when Miss Walker was talking to Krishnan, an M.R.A. man took Krishnan aside and told him that he must resist his urges in talking to women and said that he had had the same problems but had withstood them. This man was shocked by Krishnans immediate reaction. Miss Walker said that at the end of one week when she had never been alone except to have a shower, she revolted and told the members of her group that she was fed up.


During the course of that day other non-M.R.A. people who were similarly affected had asked her what to do and she advised them to adopt absolute honesty and to tell their mentors how resentful they were. As a result she was watched more closely, but in the next two days Miss Walker made a very large number of friends from all parts of the world whose reactions were the same as hers.


Krishnan, too, was one of the few men who continued smoking at the Assembly. Rebels came flocking to him as he stood smoking like a beacon on a counter-revolutionary hill.


As a result of these contacts the Australian visitors arranged a mixed dinner for one evening meal "which was met with freezing expressions and brought mutterings of disapproval from other tables." 
Miss Walker said, "We laughed so much at that meal that one of the male members of our party said there was not time for one impure thought to pass his mind while the onlookers were madly thinking impure thoughts about us."


The night before Miss Walker was sent home a man told her that she was a "distracting and disturbing influence and the sort of person who knocked down all the work of M.R.A. in one blow."


The next day she was summoned to afternoon tea "with a few friends". At 4 p.m. the party went to one of Mackinac Island's old colonial homes and was treated to a terribly refined afternoon tea, in the course of which Miss Walker was told: "We have decided it is time for you to go." In response to her questions the group would not specify reasons for their decision, but talked about her influence upon the Australian boys and hinted at the necessity of observing the second standard of absolute purity. 
They told her that in constantly talking to the Australian boys she was wilfully arousing urges. She said that they could see nothing natural or healthy about ordinary conversation between men and women.


Miss Walker said the reason why she was sent home was that she was absolutely honest in accordance with their first standard, and that they could not stand it.


However, she said that she had returned a far better Christian than she had left, since she was most strongly impressed by the necessity for the sort of understanding and compassion that was so lacking at Mackinac.



Krishnan said that the unhealthy mode of segregation led to an unnatural concentration on sexual problems among the men of the conference and also led to a curious attitude toward matrimony.


Krishnan also said that the standard of moral conduct which M.R.A. principles involved-could have very real effects in improving international relations and also industrial relations. But, taken to the unhealthy extremes to which fanatical devotees of M.R.A. took them, they often produced as much harm as good.


(Abridgement of an article in "Farago", journal of the S.R.C., Melbourne University.)
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Thou shalt be greater than the City that lies



Beneath thee; though the wave curve tender foam



Athwart her beach, thou has a fairer home.



Where mountains watch thee with eternal eyes.



Within thy sanctuary men shall prize



The charm of Greece, the majesty of Rome.



And science through thy starry-circled dome



Shall trail her robe of unimagined dyes.



As thou hast gathered round thee all that brood



Of sacrifice for knowledge, who foresee



Regneration, humbleness and faith



Won through the yoke of Pallas, thou will be



Memory for those who built thy walls, when Death



Had given them else forgotten solitude.


—
Herbert Church.
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Vacation Sports



Cricket Tour 1957/8


This year's cricket tour again took place around Taranaki, five matches being played resulting in four wins and one toss on the first innings. Although the opposition varied in strength they could seldom be taken lightly by the tourists who comprised Senior and Second grade players.


It looked as though the weather was likely to mar the trip—rain was falling as the party left Wellington —but it cleared before Marton was reached and in unaccustomed sunshine Rangitiki were defeated by six wickets in a one-day game. The home side were dismissed for 119 (W. J. Haskell 5-33) and Victoria, thanks to a fluent 67 by D. G. Poulton, were able to pass this figure fairly easily.


On to Stratford with Mt. Egmont towering above us, we continued to enjoy the sun on our backs and defeated the locals by four wickets, but not before they gave us a severe fright. Needing 50 to win in our second innings, a collapse saw five "batsmen" back in the stand with only 20 on the board. However, B. V. Galvin, W. J. Haskell and a few extras saw us through.


The first game at New Plymouth versus North Taranaki was reduced to one day with never ceasing rain on the first day. This enforced stay inside appeared to upset the majority and although the home side could muster only 152 (W. J. Haskell 7-35), this proved too many by 26, with D. M. Boyer at 29 as top scorer.


North Taranaki Country XI were not as strong, and a win by an innings and 14 runs showed our superiority. W. J. Haskell (again), J. H. Zohrab and J. M. Pope were the main wicket takers, while D. G. Poulton and H. R. Carver scored the runs.


And so finally to Cooks Gardens, Wanganui, where a most exciting game resulted in a win for Victoria by one wicket in the last over.


Wanganui scored 265 at their first attempt with J. H. Zohrab enjoying the fast wicket, taking five for 60, and, despite a maiden century by D. M. Boyer, 237 was not enough. After scoring 147 for the loss of 8 wickets, Wanganui declared, setting V.U.W. 176 to win in two hours. A bad start (five for 50) looked ominous, but W. J. Haskell and D. Ward improved matters with a stand of 85. However, when number eleven, Zohrab, joined Galvin, nine runs were still needed. With Zohrab keeping the ball out, the irrepressible Galvin hit two fours, and a quickly taken bye brought the tour to a fitting conclusion.




[image: Drawing of drunk man]


The team's thanks are due to manager B. F. Hill and secretary J. H. Zohrab for both their capable preliminary and organizing ability and to our various hosts who entertained us well. We look forward to next year with eager anticipation.


—P.T.
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For most New Zealand oarsmen the New Zealand championships marked the crimax to the season's serious rowing. However, for those at University there is still the Easter Tournament to train for. The V.U.W. Rowing Club in particular does not function independently until University starts, and throughout the vacation members rowed for many different clubs. Most members of last year's tournament crews have been very successful this last season.


The outstanding achievement is, of course, that of Frank Crotty, who rode in the two seat of the Union (Wanganui) Four which won the New Zealand championship fours this year. This was the climax of a very successful season for this four, who were also well up in the previous year's championships.


Four other members of last year's Eight have also been figuring in Senior Fours events. Wally Loder, Perry Preston-Thomas, and Mike Winter have been successful, particularly during the latter part of the season, in the Wellington Rowing Club's Senior Four and Eight. In the Four they defeated a strong field, including the Wanganui Union crew, at the Wellington Provincial Championships, and came a good second in the Wanganui Plate. John Kinder, bow in the Gisborne Senior Four, has also done well this season.


Duncan Cameron and Warwick Dent completed a successful season with a very good win in the maiden Pairs at the Championships. Finally, Steve Wilson rowed for the Wellington Rowing Club Junior Four, which has been well placed in a number of races.








Oarswomen Prominent


With V.U.W. oarsmen belonging to so many clubs during the vacation, their records can only be studied individually. But the oarswomen all rowed for the Wellington Rowing Club, and although there have only been women members of tin's club for two years, they are well established there and their status as rowers is never questioned by the men. One is now Wellington Club Secretary and another is now on the general committee. They have few opportunities to row against women, but a crew comprising Anna Duncan, Diana Spurdle, Barbara Saunders, and Jo Silson defeated crews from Wairau and Arapawa clubs at the Picton Regatta. In the Wairau crew, which came second, was Paula Smart, an exmember of the V.U.W. Rowing Club. These two crews were unfortunately unable to come to the Wellington Regatta this year, giving the Wellington Club crew a "row-over" which was however no easy matter in the appalling conditions. There has been some exchange between University Clubs. Mary Duncan, from Canterbury, rowed for Wellington Club during the vacation. Mary Freeman, three seat in the A.U. crew which won last Tournament, has now come to Wellington and will row for Victoria. At the moment experienced women rowers are few in number and there is excellent opportunities for new members to get into the Tournament crews. Now that Auckland have about twenty women rowers there will be plenty of competition. New oarsmen would also be welcomed, and now that the V.U.W. Club has a new Towns Eight, our crew has as good a chance as any at Christchurch this Easter. Intending members are urged, as soon as possible, to contact Stan Robinson, 51-058, or Anna Duncan, c/o V.U.W.S.A., 40-726.
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Visiting Athletes


In March-April of this year, a team of athletes representing Australian Universities will visit New Zealand and will compete against the Universities and representatives of the main centres.


Athletes the world over will acknowledge that a University representative is a force to be reckoned with, and students "Down Under" are exceptions to the rule (irrespective of what people may say at our Victoria's effort at tournament). In New Zealand three of the current champions are students. The Provincial Champions in Wellington are Varsity; in Auckland, Varsity is in the top three clubs; in Christ-church the same; in Dunedin, despite the lack of numbers during the summer months and vacation, the University Club can still put up a creditable showing.


Thus the contests between our athletes and the Australians will result in the finest meeting seen in this country for some time. The Australians will be in Wellington From 28th March until 31st March, and will compete against V.U.W.M.A.C. and the Wellington provincial team on Saturday, 29th March.


It is Victoria's job to find billets for the visitors, and at the present lime all is not well in this respect. If any student could billet an Australian would he or she please contact Peter O'Brien via Common Room Letter Rack or Exec. Office letter rack.




Our Need is Urgent. Please Help. Thank you.
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Read “‘Salient”’

On sale in main hall every

second Thursday.
KEEP UP TO DATE
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ACADEMIC GOWNS
Masters and Bachelors Gowns in Best Russell
Cord. Made by Wippells of England.
At only
£9. 12. 6.

Available at

CHURCH STORES |
18 Mulgrave Street WELLINGTON |

Telephone—41-457
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You are invited to take part in a
UNIVERSITY SERVICE
to be held in the
CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF ST. PAUL
WELLINGTON
on
SUNDAY, 16th MARCH, 1958, at 3 p.m.

ADDRESS : The Very Rev. D. J. Davies, Dean of Wellington.

PRAYERS : Rov. J. 5. Somerville.
Service taken-by Rev. A. Grey, 5.C.M. Chaplain.
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ORBITUARIES ARE FOR DUD SPUTNIKS
“Satellite-launching-wise, it's cither in an orbit or it’s in an obit.”
a newspaperman tells us.  (And we think he's dead right.)

SPEAKING HIRE-WISE, HOWEVER
When you're priming up o hit the high spots, launching a
cabaret party, attending a formal dinner, a party, or a wedding

JACKSON'S HIRE SERVICES LTD.

25 PANAMA STREET PHONE 43-339

Modern drape, double-breasted Dinner Suits for all high-flying
occasions. Hire charge, 30/

Also for hire: Morning suits, Dress suits (Tails) and Lounge suits.






