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Executive Elections


Voting Next Week





In a very short space of time the executive elections will be upon us. Voting takes place on the 18th, 19th and 22nd of June. Nominations have been called for and these close at noon next Saturday. The results of the election will be announced at the Annual General Meeting which will be held on the Wednesday following the poll. The election of officers is the most important single event in the administration of the Association, for upon the persons so elected devolves the responsibility of running the affairs of the association for the ensuing year.



Executive office is not something which should be sought for the simple honour of it; rather it is something which should be looked for only when a student feels that he Is sufficiently capable and experienced to shoulder the burdens which will be placed upon his shoulders. It is possibly not commonly realised that the amount of money which the executive administers each year, is several thousands of pounds. This is only one facet of the activity of that body. There are also the day to day problems which arise and which must be dealt with. On top of that again, the executive largely shapes the policy of the Association. This is particularly so in this college's relations with other colleges, for although many matters are referred to a general meeting of students, there are also many other matters of which the executive alone has sufficiently specialised knowledge to act upon. The problem of N.Z.U. Rugby Blues is an outstanding example of this. There Is only a handful of students outside the executive or the committee of the Rugby football club who have an inkling of the questions at issue; yet the association has for some years taken a decided stand upon the matter. The facts have been placed before the members of the association, and the avenues are open for them to find out for themselves what the problems are, yet in the main, it is only the executive which knows what is happening.


Also important to the Association, is its representative on the College Council. He is a person appointed directly by the executive and is responsible directly to them. His reports are always taken in committee, so that the members must place absolute reliance in their executive, who in this regard are the final authorities.


In its administration, too the executive must always be alert to seek new ways of improving the condition of students, and it is not always easy to dream up and put into operation revolutionary new schemes. Someone once said that the idealism which new executive members bring with them dies rapidly under the pressure of work. This to a very large extent is true, for there are so many day to day, almost trivial matters which must be attended to that often members have very little time to consider fresh plans. There is a lot of hard work to be done on the executive, and often, bright ideas do not look so bright when viewed in the cold hard light of simple economics; for above all. Whatever an executive does, or sets out to do. It must always keep more than one eye on the privy purse.


We are fortunate in that for the past twelve months we have had an executive which on the whole has been able to maintain its enthusiasm at a fairly high level. There are individual members on it who have been outstanding. On the other hand there have been a few who have been mediocre, but despite difficulties. The executive has done a good Job, not only in general administrative work, but in other fields as well.


One criticism that could be offered is the tremendous amount of time wasting that sometimes goes on at an executive meeting. At one recent meeting a motion was tabled that executive members should receive taxi fares when they are delayed at a general meeting until their last tram has left. This developed into a general discussion on how best to save time and took approximately an hour. In the end the motion was defeated.


It would not be politic at this stage, with elections so near, to mention individuals, but tribute should be paid to Betty Dibble, who has left Wellington and who consequently, is no longer subject to the scrutiny of the electors. She resigned from the executive early this year, but her work had already done a lot for the students. Perhaps the most outstanding and successful of her proposals was the stationary scheme, which was put into operation this year by the executive for the first time. It enabled students to buy stationary at cheaper rates, and is an example of what an executive can do if it tries. She too, was the advocate of the student employment scheme, which though little patronised this year, shows great promise for the future.


Not only the executive but also the general body of students seem to have been more wide awake this year. It is the writer's personal belief that the inspiration has commenced at the executive level and Altered downwards, though some may hold the contrary opinion. It is a fact, however, that the renaissance seems to have spread to all quarters. Extravaganza this year is generally acknowledged to be the most outstanding in recent years; the talent available in the cast was better and more fully exploited than in past years, and capping day activities were more alive than usual. Even the haka party has not yet been brought into subjection.


Undergrads' supper was a milestone, in that for the first time, the executive invited representatives of the Press, the City Council, and the Government to attend. The fact that the toast to the graduands was proposed by Cr. Stewart Hardy, and the Hon. J. R. Marshall.. points to a brighter future.


International relations have not been overlooked by the executive either. The formation of the International Students Club, to further the welfare of overseas students in New Zealand, was made possible only by the vigour and real of the exec.


For the first time for many years, something has actually been done about the men's common room. It has been redecorated and refurnished. This is something which has been overlooked for years.


The cafeteria has always been a problem, and although the situation was alleviated two years ago by letting the business to an Independent contractor, it seems its If this is a problem which will have to be faced once more by the Incoming executive.


Much of what the executive has achieved has been able to be done because of the fact that the Association is once again financial. Previous executives had been severely restricted in their scope because of the necessity of wiping out deficits which had come about in a bad period some years back. The groundwork was done by them, and now with increased students' fees, and with deficits wiped out the association is once again in a happy position financially. It was a good thing to see tournament subsidies able to be replaced once more last August. It seems as though they are back for keeps. Let's hope so, anyway.


While considering the financial side, we observe that "Cappicade" made a profit of somewhere in the vicinity of £300 last year, and a similar profit is expected this year. To this years' capping ball controller, must go the satisfaction of a Job well done. Unconfirmed rumour has it that the profit from this venture was in the vicnity of £100. If so, it is the first time within recent memory that this has happened. It just shows what inspiration and hard work will do.


Bleaker, however, is the financial prospect from Extrav. Although the audiences went away happy, not many came to the show. The result is an estimated loss of the profits noted above. Unfortunately, Coronation week, the only week for which the Opera House was available, turned out to be a bad time to put on a show. The writer understands that other entertainment houses were feeling the pinch, too.


If you are thinking of standing for exec, you should first consider some of the things you will be expected to do and the matters upon which you will be expected to have an opinion Those of you who will only be voting should give careful consideration to your choice before you mark your voting paper. It is important.
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Alex Lindsay . . .



Music, Maestro








The Alex Lindsay strings will be presenting a composition by Douglas Lilburn, lecturer in Music at this college, at a special Coronation concert in July—or will they? The uncertainly arises from the precarious financial position of the orchestra at the present time.



In an interview with Mr. Lindsay "Salient" was given a few figures concerning the situation and the reasons why an orchestra of such a high calibre should be in this state were made fairly obvious.


According to Mr. Lindsay, the orchestra can earn £1000 a year. This is from private engagements, studio broadcasts, concerts in schools, and public concerts. But the minimum cost of keeping the orchestra in existence is £2000. Where is this money to come from? One solution is the formation of the Alex Lindsay String Orchestra foundation. This, it was hoped, would provide the remainder by soliciting subscriptions, bequests, and the like it was thus thought that the orchestra might be put on a strictly financial basis but unfortunately this has not been the case—and the orchestra can look forward to a very uncertain time in the near future.


The trouble is, said Mr. Lindsay, that the fees for broadcasting and for playing at schools are not nearly enough. These fees are supposed to cover the cost of one rehearsal and the actual concert. But often the orchestra has had to do without a rehearsal. That is not good policy if the present high standard is to be maintained. The Government is quite well aware that the orchestra will play for an insufficient fee, but Mr. Lindsay holds that this is morally wrong. He argues that the broadcasting authorities are taking advantage of the players willingness to perform—and to perform extremely well with a very poor return.


It must be remembered that many members are also private teachers, and have to fit in the commitments of careful practice with the other obligations of their professions. Added to that is the enormous amount of paper work and organisation involved, and this has to be borne by members of the orchestra, but mostly by Alex himself.


What is the solution? More subscriptions and better fees from broadcasting. Neither of these are an imposition on the Wellington public—or on music lovers at Varsity for that matter—and the orchestra has every right to expect this help. The orchestra gives musicians an opportunity to join in a highly accomplished combination, and is always ready to play new compositions of any merit by N.Z. composers. But most important. Alex thinks that the orchestra is now capable of handling the works of modern composers, and these, though dim-cut will be presented at every opportunity. At present there are few occasions when modern orchestral works may be heard.


Therefore, even if it will never be a popular group, the orchestra deserves more support than it is getting at present, and it also deserves higher fees for broadcasts. As examples of the kind of work it achieves, the two major items performed at the recent concert are typical, and reviews are presented below. So if you please Mr. Maestro, give us more music!






The Four Seasons


The twelve violin concertos "Il cimento dell 'ormoniae dell' invenzione," (the conflict between harmony and invention) Op. 8 by Vivaldi contain in numbers one to four, "Le quattro stagioni," or the Four Seasons. The sequence of four "Concerti Grossi" amounts in effect to a violin concerto, of which the solo was here played with imperturbable excellence by Mauprice Clare.


Essentially the music is an early example or programme music which lends colour to the contention that Vivaldi is still an underestimated composer, imaginative as Well as technically well equipped. Each concerto is prefaced by a sonnet giving the story of the particular season dealt with, and throughout the score motives are clearly labelled as representing objects or events in that sonnet. This naive procedure is responsible for some surprising passages which would be inexplicable were it not for their illustrative function as in "Winter" were repeated quavers and semiquavers (recalling the Frost scene in Purcell's King Arthur) at the words "teeth chattering with the cold." or again the sudden chromatic poignancies at the words "the shepherd laments." or the strange intervals of the solo violin phrase at "the death of the huntsman's quarry." Like most programme music, in fact, the score loses half its point when the programme is not known; but even listen to purely as agreeable sound the concertos are attractive. I wish the order of the works could be changed so that we could here the remarkable "Winter" concerto first. This would throk into high relief the ensuing "Spring Concerto."


So much for the music, as for performance I was not so impressed with this the second performance by such a musicianally combination, as with the original presentation in December, 1952. On that occasion I was not present in the Town Hall but glued to the family radio in Hastings where although the frequences range was restricted by our receiver, microphone placement in the Hall had ensured proper balance of soloist and orchestra. There seemed to me to be a lack of brilliance noted in that earlier presentation. This 
[
unclear: may] be attributable in part to the playing of the piano continuo (which replaced the harpsicord in the original score) for I noted a change of pianist in the second performance Blurred phrasing emitted from the machine and at times, simple accompanying arpeggio assumed an almost concertante part. That then was how it was to this pair of ears.






Bartok Divertimento


Bartok can be a man of great humour, the malicious type of humorist who sticks pins Into balloons and pulls chairs away from under the unsuspecting This divertimento is marked by many such surprises.


The Vaughan-Williams earlier in the evening had conditioned the audience to strange harmonies so the first movement of Bartok was quite acceptable


The beautiful, slow second movement almost stunned its audience Scarcely rising above a whisper violins and violas truce out a delicate structure. These torturous unhurried contemplations produce a most exasperating tension. Then with slow deliberation Bartok heaps ascending trills onto his work. They pile up and up until a huge, desperate (wise chord dramatically knocks the bottom out of his elegant arrangement. The sudden snap in the tension produced an audible gasp of relief. Some one in the gallery dropped and rolled a bottle under the seats, a chair broke and H.P. was heard to spill his Jaffas on the floor. After this triumph Bartok set the fiddles to renew their ominous weaving.


A vigorous, clattering third movement got under way studded with unholy discords and pushed along with tempetuous cross rhythms. Suspended between two such barbaric passages dangled a ridiculous Weiner Waltz played pizzicato. Its incongruity was greeted by muffled sniggers.


This is the kind of music humourless people write indignant letters to the "Listener' 'about. Fortunately the Town Hall audience appreciated Mr. B.'s jokes. Perhaps the amazing 
[
unclear: surprise] of the evening was the competent playing of this most difficult piece after it was announced that the orchestra had seen the score for Just on one week.
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Extrav is a wonderful thing. After all, only once a year are We likely to see Frank L. Curtin. U.A., LL.B., wearing baggy tartan trousers with coat to match and a bow tie But you may ask, how is this possible? Wherefore this thusness? One Is quite ready to accept Michael Edwards cavorting with a lavatory chain around his neck or Dave Somerset looking simply ravishing in sea-green panties and over-skirts of gauze and taffeta, with a modishly styled decolletage and colourful garlands in the hair. But when that normally sedate character, Bryce Evans actually submits his facial foliage to the stroke of the razor and joins with the said Somerset in voluptuously vamping his thighs before the public of the city, there is obviously something untoward afloat.



Two members of "Salient" staff begun to got suspicious when one evening, while cracking a bottle in "Salient" room, they thought that the gym seemed to be rocking in a rather odd manner. They crept out into the gym proper and looked for the cause of the disturbance. It seemed to be centred on a piano around which was a crowd of people. At 
[
unclear: first sight] they thought it was some sort of union meeting but when they asked a nice little fresher she said "Extrav. rehearsal, do have an acid drop?" They had shown an interest, they were doomed—besides the Exec, was paying for the grog. So they Joined the backroom boys and that is how "Salient" got the inside story of Marsqueraid."


There have been people in the post who have been moved to suggest that the gym building is not worthy of such an institution as V.U.C. The trials that this building survived up till the final Extrav. bash last Sunday would have made lesser buildings tremble on their foundations and worry about their piles. Possibly an even more amazing feat of endurance was that of Jeff Stewart, the producer. From some very raw material he produced a show that was better than "Sidarella" of 1951 and this in spite of the fact that everyone had lost ft year's experience through there being no Extrav. last year.


It is well known now, of course, that the writing of the last act was not completed until four days before the show began. Bill Sheat, in spite of his other obligations, gave valuable assistance as assistant producer.


Extrav. was, for the most part, well cast, most of the choruses were good and the script, though at times a bit wordy, was well written (and re-written), mainly by Pat Burns, Gill Leacher, Frank Curtin. Con Bollinger, Dave Cohen, Jeff Stewart. Bill Sheat and others. Con Bollinger and his confederates produced an interval show which, though it was a censor's nightmare, kept the crowd amused during the break. The orchestra, under the capable hands of Garth Young, played very well though at times some of the woodwinds were inclined to get a bit out of hand. The make-up generally was excellent, thanks to Bunny Rosa and Audrey Cook and their team. The settings were adequate and simple and the backstage crow starring Huddy Williamson and Ian Rich, lacked nothing in enthusiasm and performed a thirsty task in an efficient manner.


Acting? Here we must take a serious note. Most of the people in "Maraqueraid" will probably be in the next Extrav., and a few observations may be useful for their future performances. Extrav demands, cooperation and integration of individual performances. If an actor's playing doesn't blend with the whole picture, then his performance must be judged as bad.


Extrav. 1953 gave us several good performances. Dave Crowe, Jim Hutchinson. Roger Harris and Bill Sheat all have an easy stage sense, and credit must be given to them for doing much to brighten up the show. Frank Curtin cannot Join the ranks of the top four, but he was always in character and showed some of the qualities of an experienced Extrav. performer. The Flying Source res, however, were altogether too much in character. They throw a lot of good lines away because they could not be heard distinctly. Bruce Hill-yard as Shakospeare had some of the best lines of the show and he made the most of them. Ian Free as Chairman Bastille was the saving grace of the Hospital Bawd scene. Bob O'Brien's female impersonation was disappointing, while Tony Courtney was miscast as Hollybeach. Both these actors were guilty of too much up-staging, a fault that can never be forgiven in any show, let alone Extrav. We saw too much of Kilda Boss. Nothing Is worse than hogging the limelight, especially when the guilty party is not amusing.


Oscar for the Best Actress: Bill Sheat.


Oscar for the Best Actor: Roger Harris.


That, very 
[
unclear: brifly], is Extrav. 1953. It was a financial flop. A very discouraging fact when we consider that there is a potential audience of 2000 students. Only about 500 bothered to go The rest missed something that was really good.
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In a previous issue we touched briefly on the question of the corporate spirit that should exist within the University. We suggested that a necessary prerequisite to a university course might well be two years spent full time at the university. That this suggestion came to be made is largely the fault of the students who pay no heed to the activities in the college that go on around them.


While it is true that a person who is a full timer has more opportunity to put something into the collage than the part timer, yet it is as much upon the energetic efforts of a minority of part time students as it is upon the full time students, that the success of the association's ventures depend. Both groups have their part to play; it is a kind of symbiosis.


Nor are the full time students free from blame. Their duty to the college is stronger, because their attachment is stronger. In most cases their duty is acknowledged, though in many cases it is shirked.


With the part timer the matter is different; the duty is not even acknowledged, it is denied. That is why the problem of the part timer is greater; because to stir the part timer into activity it is necessary to convince him first of his preliminary duty, before one can even start to persuade him to do anything.


The part timer has got time to spare for university activities; he has that amount of time which he puts instead into outside bodies. When he turns to outside bodies he denies to the university something it is entitled to demand from him as of right; his active support and cooperation in its activities. Simply put it talks him that if he is prepared to take what the university has to offer, he must in return give back to the university such things as it requires of him.


And the effect on the trudges is apalling: we know that they do not acquire a university education. Just what they miss is not even known to them. Perhaps the most pitiful story that was told to us of one of these, was the tale a graduand who attended his first university function; undergrads supper, as he was leaving the university. When it was over he said: "I did not know what I was missing. I have lost the best period of my life; and now it is too late." And what happens to university functions because hundreds never find out until it it too late? The functions themselves continue and are moderately successful only because of the loyally of the few.


It is soul destroying to dedicate a part of once life to the 
[
unclear: realisation] of an ideal: and to find that the dedication is frustrated by the very ones whom it is intended to benefit. It is destroying, to return again and again to the task of trying to build: to find that the mortar between the bricks is but damp sand. To return to the task, again with no real prospect of success, but with only a hope that ultimately turns to despair—with effort which is kept alive only by determination, and the belief that what is being done is right, and the knowledge that there are some at least who benefit.


—This is done so that there may be less who do not find out until it is too late.


—F.L.C.
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Text for the Week




The Queen is crowned,



The grass has rizz,



The world is normal,



I hope it izz.



* * *






Ever Climbing Never Rest


Though Kiwis may be near the ground we have produced a number who have reached quited a height, Odell, Riddiford, Lowe, Hillary. Even now there are several enzedders climbing in the Himalayas, though on the smaller (24,000) peaks, the leaders of this private expedition are McCallum and Gardner.


* * *






A Rare Atmosphere


Casey's flat on the 9th floor of the Dixon St. flats was an appropriate venue for a small (size of flat) gathering of trampers and their baggage to celebrate the conquering of Everest by Tensing and Hillary. The Extrav. Tensing and his brolly bearer were also present. A motion was passed to give Tensing a life membership in the V.U.C Tramping Club.


* * *


Everyone was celebrating Extrav. it seems. Don Brown, Jeff Stewart, and Con Bollinger (the originator of the Extrav interlude) all had parties. The Bollinger bash was especially memorable to the inmates.






The Dart Winger


During a performance of Extrav. R. A. Jarden was seen making paper darts from programmes and throwing them onto the stage.


* * *


Alison Pearce, a former President of this Association, at present in London, is reported to have recently attended a Royal Garden Party. Her V.U.C. training in these matters would stand her in good stead.


* * *


To celebrate the success of Extrav. Maurice O'Brien held a party at his home. Among those invited were Jeff Stewart, the Crowe brothers, Frank Curtin, Peter Chatwin, Diana Lescher, Kath Slocombe, Pam Beck, Meida O'Reilly, Paddy Todd, Mr. and Mrs. Hampton, Ian Rich, Ken Phillips and Hill Sheat. Most of the people mentioned have experienced more than one Extrav. but the excitement never palls.
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Korean universities are in a desperate state. All have been evacuated into crowded Pusan, and classes are held in tents if they are lucky—many are held in the open in the freezing cold. As most of the students are evacuees, they have no supplies of books or clothing, and with no chance of buying any because all supplies go to the army, they are in bad straits. If we could collect warm clothing, exercise books 
[
unclear: and] pencils we would not only help them materially, we would in the words of the Korean delegate at General Committee, "give them oh such hope because they would know they are not forgotten and that somebody cares."—("Student", Number 2. 1953).




This distress is partly our responsibility: what we can do is small compared with their need and the comfort we ourselves enjoy. On Friday. 12th and Monday to Wednesday 15-17 the S.C.M. will collect clothing and money at the foot of the main stairs. We have a reliable address with a Korean S.C.M. staff member who will know how best to distribute these things.


Please give what you can to help them.
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Hans Christian Andersen




Samuel goldwyn spent many years planning for this film, reading scripts and testing actors. He finally chose Moss Hart's story and Danny Kaye to take the name part. He wanted songs and dances so he employed Frank Loesser as chief musician.


What la the final result? it is not a story of Hans Christian Andersen's life, but, apparently, a fairy tale with his life as a basis. This film is entertaining, but not always a fairy tale. True, there is picture-book scenery, a simple performance from Danny Kaye, music and dancing. But pure baking powder and fresh fruit when mixed do not necessarily make a good cake. It all depends upon the cook. Charles Vidor has produced a cake that is a little heavy, a film that is technically too perfect.


The film is almost solely a technician's piece The seta for the ballet sequences may, have been perfectly built, but they are unimaginative, almost ugly. The dances themselves can't make up their minds as to whether they should be Borovansky or Hollywood musical. The director has handled his actors as though he is primarily a painter. The actors have self-consciously moved left centre or right centre. The grouping is too perfect.


The saving grace of the film is Danny Kaye's performance. He doesn't plumb the depths, he doesn't try to. He is Danny rather than Hans, but he gives us a delightful mixture of charm and courtesy, simplicity and gaiety. He is well served by Frank Loesser's songs, which do a lot to brighten the show.


I am not condemning "Hans Christian Andersen." It is often very pretty to look at (but sometimes a little messy), very soothing to listen to. But there is always this invading atmosphere of heaviness. And it is a pity Moss Hart had to include the age-old Hollywood story of backstage quarrels between director and star. Danny Kaye is very keen to make "Huns Christian Andersen" into a fairy tale Scriptwriter Hart and Director Vidor don't do much to help him.


Grading: ***


—I.R.






Fort Ti


This addition to the depth gallery shows infinitesimal advances on its predecessors. Starring June Vohis, the girl with the "3-D curves." and George Montgomery. It still falls to get out of the rut of mediocrity. Direction is not below standard, but continued use of the 3-D effect to startle the audience becomes monotonous. The plot, for all its weaknesses, did offer possibilities. The obvious advantages of intimate 3-D close-ups is demonstrated by June but she overplays her part and the effectiveness of her rosy contours is lessened. George Montgomery plays a mearocre part.


Sam Kitzmann is the producer of this latest effort. If the selection already seen indicates the average standard of production. In the stereoscopic field, the 2-D will continue to more than hold their own tin N.Z., at least).



Grading: ***


—
B.C. Shaw.






Miss Julie



"That woman is by nature meant to obey may be seen by the fact that every woman who Is placed in the unnatural position of complete independence, Immediately attaches herself to some man, by whom she allows herself to be guided and ruled. It is because she needs a lord and master. If she is young, it will be a lover; if she is old, a priest."





Schopenhauer was stating a very popular view in this quotation from his "Essay on Women." Strindberg, though he corresponded with Nietzsche, never read that writer's much misunderstood "Zarathustra." However, in a letter to Georg Brandos in 1888, the year Froken Julie was written, he mentions Schopenhauer in the same paragraph that he outlines the forces actuating Miss Julio. It would be hand to discover how much Strind-berg's views on women derive from the German pessimist, for long before in the Swedish playwright's childhood influences were working to make him (until the modern "oddfellows" novel) the greatest woman-hater in literature.


Zola still survives but Naturalist drama is not quite so lucky. Hauptmann. Wedekind, must of Ibsen and Strindberg dates badly. What can explain the survival as a convincing tragedy of "Miss Julie"?


Strindberg's theories on heredity, on female emancipation and evolution, are all confused in this play. He believed that a new Nietzschean Superman would arise from conflict between the stronger and weaker members of society—Jean the servant is strong enough to will Miss Julie to suicide but is a sorry enough specimen. He is possibly an emergent Superman, full of vigour, and will to power, but still withal servile and resigned to his servility.


The difficult roles of the main protagonists Jean and Miss Julie are played to perfection by Ulf Palme and Anita Bjork. The director, who in this film version out-strindbergs Strindberg by his use of symbolism (the dogs by the lake, the ornate privy) succeeds best in his film modifications of Naturalist stage technique. The influx of dancing peasants, in the play a device to differentiate between acts, becomes in AIf Sjoberg's hands a way of securing montage. The peasants' joy seems to contrast forcibly with the tragic capriciousnes of Lady Julie.


The sequence in the barn when Miss Julie observes a more natural expression of midsummer madness deserves special mention. She mounts the steps to see more clearly the groom and his companion and horrified yet under compulsion gazes over the wall at them. We can see in her curiosity and disgust both her eventual seduction and equally necessary; revulsion. This also reflects Strindberg who would have women exist for men's pleasure and yet desire them to be still pure and mother-virginal.


Though all the dialogue of this film was in Swedish. Miss Julie is yet another case where sub-titling is of negligible value.


To sum up, what did this film achieve? in Greek tragedies such as "Oedipus" or the "Trojan Women" it is the foreknowledge of disaster that creates the dramatic effect. The knowledge of inescapable fate gives the characters breadth and universality, they persist, as all humanity, against the threat of doom. The art of Strindberg, unlike that of the classics, does not render life more noble and logical; clear-cut moral conflicts do not appear.


Motivation la diversified and as Strindberg claimed in his preface to the play, the characters are modern insofar as they are characterless, being fluid, complex, and indeterminate. Because modern men have realised the complexity of the human personality, the fate of the confused Miss Julio seems of more than ordinary relevance.


—R.A.K.
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Extrav Profits to Charity






How to woo and win the public in one easy lesson. That is the subject of certain items which have been brought to "Salient's" notice by Barry Williams, a Stage III Radio Physics bloke.



Following up our article on Extrav. profits to charity, we present here further evidence in support for this course of action which Barry and many others propose. In "Salient" of several weeks ago, there appeared an account of a motion passed by five different college clubs. It was to the effect that profits from Extrav. and the sale of Cappicade be given to charity. The reply which the Exec. gave stated more or less that there was no profit from these functions and anyway, what there was they wanted for themselves. I suggest that this is equivocal. What the Exec, meant when they disregarded the reasons showing the advantage of such a course could be more or less summed up in the word—nearsightedness They want immediate profit, and are not looking sufficiently to the future.


Further matter has been brought to light in support of the motion. It is presented here to acquaint the reader with significant aspects of the case in an attempt to point out several obvious solutions to a problem which has faced this University for years. That problem is the apathy, and oven the hostility with which a large proportion of the public view this College. This is not the case in other Universities where there exists a real sense of agreement between students as a group, and the public. Contrast for example the endless derogatory statements made by the people of Wellington concerning our Capping Day functions, with the following statement made by the Mayor of Christ-church. Mr. R. M. Macfarlane. '"He gives twice who gives cheerfully' Is an old saying which could aptly be applied to the spontaneous and generous assistance which the Canterbury University College gives to city charities during the annual Capping Day celebrations.


"Capping Day for many students is the termination of a long period of intensive study: for all students it is a milestone in their University career. It is to their credit that they should see fit to mark the occasion by affording a helping hand to needy causes.


"I am glad of this opportunity of congratulating them and wish them well."


One would have to be drunk in order to Imagine Mr. Macalister coming out with such a statement But the Editor of the Canterbury University Capping Mag was equal to the occasion, and said his piece with similar amiability.


"Apology—We regret that we are unable to offer Capping Mag on better quality paper, but the increased cost would be so great as to largely counteract our primary intention which is, after all to make money for charities. We trust you will bear with us.—Ed."


The result was staggering. The sum of £1491 was collected for charity during the Capping procession by C.U.C. Most of this money was donated by the public themselves, so it must be obvious Unit hero indeed is a painless way of procuring the goodwill of a community which at the present time is very tardy in offering it.


Compare this gay exchange of civilities down South with our own dim prospect. The procesh is relegated to the back streets. The police are exasperated and arrest a student on a charge which completely misses fire when brought before the Court. Indeed, the day's proceedings slowly developed into a bitter feud between students and police. Extrav. had a full house only two nights out of six. The audience was appreciative on the other nights but not sufficient were interested enough to attend—and the result—no profit at all, to give away, or to keep.


The malady is obvious. What is the cause? One suggestion is that this University is still considered to be a "hotbed of Communism" by many people. A recent survey conducted by the Psychology Department tended to demonstrate this fact. An examination of the records shows that most of the occasions the University has been before the public eye have been in the nature of "Red demonstrations," such as the germ warfare issue, or the Indonesian protest. I do not intend to comment on the rights and wrongs of these demonstrations. But it is surely plain Just what sort of an impression they make on the public. There must be a section in these questions, but if there is, then it rarely makes itself known to the public. And so they draw the inevitable conclusions.


If we are to get the support of the authorities at all we must be prepared to work for it, instead of perpetually trying to embarrass those in power. The policy pays off, as events in other Universities have shown. At the next A.G.M. a motion will be put concerning this matter and I suggest that it is worth the careful consideration of everyone.


—D.D.







Thirst for Knowledge


An unheard of thing happened during history one day. Two braves quenched themselves instead of attending.
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Thirst for Knowledge


An unheard of thing happened during history one day. Two braves quenched themselves instead of attending.
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Rugby



Taita Swamped



Battell and Henley have Field Day





The most outstanding feature of Saturday's game was the return to form of the forwards. In the last two club games against Poneke and Oriental the Varsity pack had shown many serious weaknesses. The greatest of these was the lack of cohesion, of working as a unit. This defect was remedied on Saturday. The return of Stuart to match fitness may have had something to do with this.



The weather was clear with only a slight breeze but the ground was still very slippery. Wednesday's rain and the subsequent light frosts had left a greasy surface. The nature of the ground had a far reaching influence on the tactics employed. Fitzgerald soon found that side stepping and propping was extremely difficult. He turned from a running five-eighths into a kicking five-eights. Towards the end of the match it appeared that he was overdoing this. Even if the condition of the ground made quick changes of direction impossible it should not have stopped chain passing. And with a three-quarter line as fast as Varsity's this could often bring results.


The player who found the soft turf most suitable to his game was Henley. His break-throughts are not obtained with quick changes of direction but through running hard and straight for an already existing gap. With the turf not giving a sure foothold this type of play is very hard to counter. Henley has showed that he is the best attacking five-eighths in Wellington especially when the ground is wet. His has a safe pair of hands but lacks any degree of kicking ability an essential attribute for a five-eights. Henley has been fortunate in that whenever kicking was necessary Savage at half-back usually did It. Without Savage in-side of him and on a dry ground Henley may not look such an accomplished five-eighths. He is still inclined to tackle high, and against a strong running five-eighth of his own typo high tackling is useless.


Battell had a field day on Saturday. His quick burst of speed and determined running gave him three tries on Saturday. The penalty and conversions were all good kicks. From the point of view of defence Battel! has much to learn. Speed will not always make up for weak tackling.


Although the forwards gave a much improved showing, they still did not gain their share of the ball in the lineouts. In the scrums McHallich did extremely well against the Taita hooker Sage who la spoken of as the likely rep hooker. Burden gave another good display as did Stuart and McLean. The presence of the latter two has greatly increased the proficiency of the scrum. Bill Clark maintained the high creditable reputation he earned over the Queen's Birthday game. Nepia showed remarkably sound football sense in the manner in which he stopped some of the loose forward rushes. One case in particular comes to my mind when a Taita player had broken clean away with the ball at his toe and Nepia realising that he must slow him down to give his cover defence time to reform, gathered the ball and allowed himself to be tackled. If he had tried to kick he would probably have lost possession and lost ground because of the little time he had to act in.


With four games to go for the completion of the first round Varsity remain undefeated. They have three relatively easy games after the Petone encounter and should enter the second round with a four point lead.


Dave Page. University's utility inside back and indoor basketball player is in hospital with meningitis we wish him a swift recovery.


Graham Murray is also on the injured list. Pulled ligaments may stop him from ever playing again. He is at present on section in Wellington from Ardmore Training College.
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Wellington-Masterton Relay


Varsity Harriers Perform Well




Finishing second in this year's Wellington-Masterton relay held last Saturday, the Varsity Harrier Club is to be congratulated on putting up its best performance to date in this event.


The winners, Lynndale (Auckland) clipped Smin 17sec off the previous record set up by Mea (Feilding) in 1951. Varsity, the first Wellington team to finish, failed by only 12sec to equal this record.


At the end of the first lap Colin Brady lying in sixth place handed over to Peter Joyce who ran an excellent lap to put Varsity in second place behind Owairaka (Auckland). In the third lap John Mahan maintained this position and at the change over had closed the gap considerably. In the short fourth lap. Paul Keesing had no difficulty in overhauling the Auckland man and was in the lead when he handed over to Tim Beaglehole, at the beginning of the undulating fifth lap ever the Mungaroas. Meantime, however, Lynndale had picked up from fourth place to second-place and were only 10secs behind the Varsity. When Dick Gilberd took over at the beginning of the gruelling climb over the Rimutakas, Lynndale was leading by more than a minute and at the summit this lead had increased by four minutes. Lynndale, having more good runners to call upon the Wairarapa side of the Rimutakas, it looked as if they had the race in the bag. Varsity appeared all set for second place. Mike Truebridge arriving at Featherston four and a half minutes later than Lynndale and nine minutes ahead of Owairaka. Clem Hawke making use of his overseas experience ran better than over on the eighth lap from Featherston to Greytown to hand over to Grahame Ward, with Lynndale still four and a half minutes ahead. During this lap, however, the gap increased to seven minutes. Ross 
[
unclear: rley] who ran he last lap for 
[
unclear: Vuy] had the tank of closing this gap and although be put in a very good performance, this task proved impossible to accomplish, especially as the final runner for Lynndale was the national six-mile champion and record-holder. Laurie King.
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Indoor Basketball



University Improves



Tournament Prospects




The convincing win 30-12 over Technical College 'A' by the Men's Indoor Basketball team is a fitting compensation for the disappointments of the previous season. Of the 30 points scored for Victoria, Dick Walton scored 21. Walton is an American Fulbright student from Purdue University. Indiana. He is the best centre forward that Vic. has had for some time. He has excellent positional sense as well as the height and ability to make goals from rebounds off the backboard. It is rather strange that the centre for Massey is also an American Fulbright from Purdue. Although these two boys went to school together, they have never seen each other play, so the matches, which the team plays against Massey this month, will be the first time they have played together.


The captain of the team, Singi (The Shadow") Moral, has been playing for Victoria for some time now, five is a V.U.C. Blue, an N.Z.U. Blue and has represented Wellington in representative matches for the past four years. Moral is a fine shot and is especially dangerous from the top of the free-throw lane. The third forward. Ralph Salt, is a Hawkes Bay representative. Salt is very fast on the court ami this combined with some very line shooting, makes him a valuable player. The last, hut by no means least, forward Ron Rean, captained Vic. at Tournament last year when Moral went to bed with the 'flu. He handles well and makes some good goals when they are most needed.


To support this forward line-up. Vic has some good guards playing for her thin year. Dave Page represented Palmerston North "B" in 1950 and played one or two games for Palmerston North "A" in the same year. He has since been playing Rugby, but is still continuing to play basketball. He has a sure pair of hands which enables him to liven up the game considerably. John McLevie, a tall, ginger-headed player, played for Training College last year. He is improving with every game and using his height more to pick up the rebounds from the opposition's attempts at goal. The final meinver of the squad. Noel Hamilton, music, played for Training College last year He is the utility player of the team, who spells Walton or the guards. He plays a good positional game which enables him to make so me useful plays which lead to goals from the other forwards.


In the "A" Grade the tears has had only one loss so far which was against Marist. With four of the top seven away, they went down 11-12. The team has every chance of beating the champions of last season and the present "A" grade leaden. Fire Brigade, as Technical College very nearly beat the Brigade. Fire Brigade are not quite as strong as they were last year as they have lost them centre forward and one of their guards.


The other club teams are doing very well. The "B" grade. 1st div. team is developing into a good combination. T. Ryan, in particular, and R. Nelson have been shooting some brilliant goals. The guards, J. Ryan and D. Frances, are playing very well. The "C" grade. 2nd dlv, team has won all its matches so fur G. Powell. B. Collett. N. Gray and R. Fletcher, have all played some outstanding games.


Of the other colleges. Massey, who won the basketball at Winter" Tournament in 1952. have yet to be beaten this year and are leading in the "A" grade competition in Palmerston North. They have mid one or two victories which, to way the least, were decisive. Canterbury haven't started their competition games yet but won their grading games convincingly. Noel 
[
unclear: Hayuri] the N.Z. representative, is playing for Olago this year, and on paper they they are very strong. Auckland has the same team as last, year, which will make them a difficult team to beat. Ivor Corklll, who was at Vic in 1951. is leading A.U.C. this year.
—N.A.R.
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