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VUC Loses Wooden Spoon




VUC Loses Wooden Spoon





We suppose it was bound to happen in the end. For years, we held it tenaciously against all comers. For years it was the proud boast of VUC clubs that, whatever could be thrown against our defences, the wooden spoon was ours.




Those of us who stayed in Wellington over the vacation saw with absolute astonishment the results in the daily papers. It is some time since Wellington papers had headlines like "Victoria gets early lead in Varsity Tournament"—and on the following day "Victoria holds lead in Tournament," Many was the pot downed to help an astounded VUC student to get over this news.



What was wrong in Dunedin? Had VUC gone out of its senses? Clubs like Drama and Fencing and Shooting (we hope the others who arn't mentioned won't mind) seemed to have forgotten that humility is a virtue; they were going all out to lose that spoon in a way that would be remembered.


They got the lead—other clubs, in spite of valiant efforts, couldn't quite hold the pace: Otago started to gain, passed.


The full story of those hectic days in Dunedin, when Victoria threw traditions to the wind and the wooden spoon with them, will be told in the next issue of Salient by our staff reporter: it is hoped that other clubs who have special reason to praise or blame themselves will get details of their performances—which are one reporter couldn't hope over—in to our Sports Editor in time.


It will take clubs at VUC some time to recover from this smack at their traditional hold on the Spoon. We guess that the Shields will be the only real sop for the loss of the Spoon: and we hope that the next Tournament will see something put in the place of that old trophy of ours.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 13, No. 19. August 31, 1950

Student Union Building Discussed




Student Union Building Discussed






Two successive Special General Meetings had had quorum trouble: one flittered up and down like the cable car, the other just stopped when the quorum walked out. But the third Special General Meeting in the week before the vacation had no trouble with a quorum—it just didn't get one.



But as the President, K. B. O'Brien, pointed out, it seemed rather a shame to have dragged out some of the faithful to discuss the Building and then send them home without any reward: so an informal meeting was called and held. Naturally none of the decisions made at it could be binding, but it didn't really matter because it didn't make a great number of decisions.


The basis of discussion was the Executive report on the requirements for the new building (the full report will be published in one of the next issues of Salient) but the discussion was desultory at the best.


President O'Brien made a brief, survey of the report, making odd explanations as he went.






The Gym?


One of the major points he mentioned was the question of having a separate gym building. There were several reasons for this. One was that it seemed uneconomical to build a gym in expensive ferro-concrete, and take up space in the building—and space would not be all that easy to spare. Another was that a wooden building could handle the requirements perhaps better: and the present gym would possibly do in the change over period.


The gym would not be stressed, cater for dances. Using a gym in this way spoilt the floor for sports, and sports also made the floor bad for dances. "I don't dance myself," he noted, perhaps to show how unbiased he was.


The floor of the gym was the basis for a discussion too; to be sprung, or not to be sprung? To be sawdust, or not to be? The clubs don't seem quite to agree here: the Exec, report sits on the fence rather than on the floor. Mr. Piper emerged with a swimming pool under his arm—the Exec, were somewhat surprised at this late stage. This matter, too, seems one which no-one except the Swimming Club and the Rifle Club (for once) agree on.


Few of the other points raised in discussion were of much importance.


The Drama Club were totally at odds with the opinions expressed in the report on a couple of matters. The opinions expressed in the report were their own. Harsh words were hurled at heretics in the theatre lighting fraternity, and even harsher ones at architects who just didn't understand the needs of a theatre. No-one knew how much space it took to drive a nail; perhaps it was about the same amount as it was for Mr. Piper, who wanted to have a bath.


Most self-sacrificing of the evening were the Music Club experts who, offered a separate room of their own, didn't want it. Less official musicians disagreed, pointing out that the college was not suitable for holding musical evenings when they had to finish so early (and anyway, as one darkly muttered "all the blinking piano players in the college are not in the Music Department.")






A Chapel


One thing most people seemed to agree on was the chapel. This had been thrashed out before, apparently, and everyone had their minds made up on the score. An extremely simple job, available to all denominations whenever necessary, was the demand. Some of the college atheists may be expected to register a protest at this: if there are arguments against this, then none were raised at the meeting.


Last real bone of contention was the caretaker's flat: it was suggested by Mr. Garrett that he would hardly care to sleep next to the noise created by a bash or Extrav, rehearsals—and that the flat would need either to be placed away from the building or soundproofed fairly well. Mr. O'Brien thought that the caretaker should sleep on the premises to do the job properly. Someone was heard to remark that he wouldn't get much chance to go to sleep on the job.



The evening broke up early:.. Mr. O'Brien's parting answer (to a query) reminded them that the cost of maintenance and upkeep in the new Building would mean inevitably a rise in the Stud. Ass. fees, and they went home to think that one over.
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Salient


The next Issue will be on sale Thursday, September 7.
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Staff Student Debate




Other colleges regard this as one of the year's prize events: VUC has so far lagged behind in this way.



For one of the last shows of the Debating season for 1950 ISS and the VUC Debating Society between them have organised a Staff Student Debate, to take place on Friday, September 8, in the Little Theatre.



At this, a collection will be taken up for ISS funds: the cause is a worthy one, and you should come for that alone.


However, the subject "That the advantages of University education are over-rated" (with the staff team affirming) promises to provide a lively evening.


And to make things better, the staff are putting up a team which will take some knocking back. Dr. J. C. Beaglehole, fresh back from international discussion, will be eminently fitted to launch into this sort of wrangle, apart from his already notable qualifications. Miss Joan Stevens, of the English Department, is herself no mean speaker, and was one of the judges at this year's Plunket Medal—delivering the summing up. Mr. John McCreary, one of our best known recent ex-students, was also one of the best debaters we have turned out in the last ten years. His experience in lecturing since then will have added to this.


The student team are novices in fact, as well as by comparison with the sages of the staff. Maurie McIntyre this year's Plunket Medal winner, has spoken from debating platforms consistently, as has Burton Newenham, who also spoke in this year's Plunket Medal, Denny Garrett completes the team, which may altogether find that one of the big advantages they have is that the staff have got out of the habit of interjectors!


It should be a good evening. Be there and join in the fun.
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Soc Club Weekend




The VUC Socialist Club is holding another of its weekend schools on September 9 and 10—this Saturday and Sunday. Three have already been held very successfully, and this one should be quite as good.



The theme Will be "Socialism Today": the speakers include J. P. Lewin, F. L. Combs, K. Stanton. James Bertram, Rona Bailey, Jock Matthews, R. Adams, Jim Winchester and Dave Cohen, A special symposium on "Socialism and Religion" will be led by Ormond Burton, Rev. Gardiner Scott, and Pete Johansen. Other subjects include the theory and practice of socialism, socialism in the colonial countries, socialism and the trade unions, and students and the socialist movement.



Starting with a lecture at 2 p.m. on Saturday afternoon, it will finish with one on Sunday evening at 7 p.m. By arrangement with Tilly Piper, Soc. Club Secretary, visitors may sleep and/or eat on the premises. But you had better stake your claim early if you are coming.



The roll, it is hoped, won't be restricted to members of the club: Opposition members are requested not to bring firearms or explosives.



And the address? "Houndsditch"—upstairs at 5 Halswell Street (which is almost opposite the brewery in Murphy Street).



Here is a chance for you to thrash out those arguments.
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Music in Town





Music in Town




It was good to settle down to an evening's programme of Beethoven: good to enjoy a programme without qualifications. And I have come to the conclusion that it would be better if the orchestra would devote entire evenings either to classical (what I mean is "serious," but both words don't ring true) or to popular music. The mixing of the two always leaves me, together with many others, I think, dissatisfied. The orchestra is definitely playing better than last year, and all honours should go to Michael Bowles. It is a pleasure to watch him conducting; there is nothing showy about him, his movements are economical and his understanding of classical music appears to be high. The orchestra played the Eroica Symphony so much better than during their last performance In Wellington that one cannot doubt Mr. Bowies' ability any longer.


And it appears to me that, apart from sheer lack of concerted playing, the players needed nothing more badly than someone who could weld them together for the playing of more solid music than "A Shropshire Lad" or similar musical niceties.


I was not thrilled with the Coriolanus overture, because I thought it too uneven in places, and sometimes shrill in the phrasing. In fact, the most serious grievance I took home with me from the entire evening, already showed itself in the first Item: the brass section. Is there no remedy against this strikingly poor section of the National Orchestra? They make decidedly unpleasant and shrill music, and their contributions (and there are so many, oh poor Beethoven) in the Eroica were the only blot on an otherwise really fine and sensitive performance of that great work.


The highlight of the evening, as far as I am concerned, was the incredibly beautiful rendering of the Violin Concerto in D Major, op. 61. played by Alfredo Campoli. I do not wish to indulge in accumulated superlatives, but as I happen to know this work quite well and have heard it played by several outstanding violinists, I venture to say that Campoli's playing was near to what one could call "excellent" or even "perfect." His intonation, understanding and delicacy of rendering were on a level with his technical mastery, the latter never becoming predominant (as it might have easily become in the cadenza's: for this you need but listen to the latest Menuhin recording). If there is any slight adverse comment to be made—is this the critic's duty, my conscience asks?—I would say that of all the three movements it was the second which perhaps could be given an additional touch of delicacy; in this respect I think the late Bronislaw Hubermann has never been excelled. But Campoli's playing, together with the most sensitive and never obtruding accompaniment of the orchestra (three cheers again to our new conductor!) was a really moving an stirring musical experience. Thanks, Alfredo Cam-poli, I hope to hear you again when you come back to Wellington.


—H.B.
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University Reform




It is significant that, at the same time as Sir Thomas Hunter is to be awarded by the Senate an Honorary Doctorate, the question of a thorough overhaul and assessment of the University system in New Zealand should have been raised in the same body, this time by a Canterbury member.


Hunter, as anyone who has read even a little of University history in New Zealand will know, was one of the driving forces behind the reform movement in University education some 25 to 30 years ago. With Victoria staff always prominently in the spearhead of the attack, and Hunter well out in the front, the Reformists moved in on the complacency of the existing system with all the gentleness of a bulldozer.


From this distance, when Hunter has become respectable enough to become deservedly knighted, and receive his doctorate from NZU, the epithets hurled at him then seem astounding: he was a personification of all that was (and is) regarded as devilish in the Victoria set-up. He was—in hushed whispers—a "radical." His opponents on the Senate either opposed him for the sake of opposing, or did so with much more vigour than understanding. Inevitably, he became Vice-Chancellor and his ideas and those of the Reform movement started to take effect. He lost some of his reputation, most of which was quite imaginary anyway, for hotheadedness.


And now, at the latest Senate meeting, three affairs come interestingly together. The first is the mention of Hunter's honorary doctorate. Second is the mention of a request for increased representation on the Senate for the Academic Board—with Hunter again behind this justified move to allow the staffs more power. Third is the demand for another overhaul.


It should be obvious to anyone who has crowded into the back row of C3 for a lecture, or watched the mass of teeming students sweep through the main hall at 5 o'clock, that all is far from well with the present University set-up. Too little time to spare, too many students for too few lecturers, too few real facilities for study and research—these are truisms which the administrators must be only too well aware of.


But with Hunter almost about to drop the reins, this would indeed be a fitting time for another long-term overhaul of future development plans for NZU. Such a move might be an even more fitting tribute to him than another degree.


—D.G.
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No Man's Land




Malaya?




Sir,




Regarding the present condition of Malaya, the British Labour Government proposed a new constitution for (1) a Malayan Federation (Legislative) Assembly consisting of 14 Government officials and 16 nominated by the High Commissioner—not one elected representative. (2) A Singapore Council with 16 nominated members and six elected on a limited franchise.


The people rejected this sham "constitution," organised a general strike against it (1947) and boycotted the so called "elections" in Singapore. (Under 10 per cent, of those eligible voted.)


Today laws forbid meetings of more than five people. The Press is strictly censored, The Malayan fighters are called "
[
unclear: bandits]." In fact they are the same heroes, trade unionists and peasant leaders who led the resistance against the Japanese, liberated Malaya in August, 1945, were in control before British troops landed, and were thanked publicly by Lord Mountbatten. A number marched in the Victory Parade in 1946, led by Lau Yew, who was shot dead by British led police in 1948, his battered corpse being photographed by a U.S. "Life" reporter.


If resistance were really the work of a handful of "bandits" and "terrorists" why are 10,000 arrested and 40,000 banished? Why after 20 months of full scale warfare is the war not dying down but flaring up? Why do the imperialists need about 130,000 personnel for "bandit suppression?" Why send the Colonial Secretary to Malaya?


Fighters for freedom have been called "bandits" before by the ruling classes: Joan of Arc, Robert Bruce, Owen Glendower of Wales, were denounced as lawless criminals for their leadership in the work of national liberation.


—W.M.






Why Chapel?




Sir,




At the Special General Meeting of the Association which was not held before the vacation, I understand that it was stated that a chapel has "been agreed on by all sorts and conditions of students.


Having now read the Executive report, I must enter one in the lists to disagree with the idea.


Why should it be necessity to set aside a special room for this." From the report it seems that there are already plenty of small rooms which could be used: in fact it seems that too much of the space in the building will already be cut into little pieces and doled out. This is a waste of a good building.


The answer will be raised that all the other clubs have facilities, and the religious clubs should also have theirs. This is fallacious—the meeting rooms are designed to cater for their meetings as well as any others. The other answer may be that they feel themselves unable to worship except in a room specially set aside for this purpose and decorated to that end. This would be a sad admission of unworthiness on the part of the religious clubs who should be able (and I am not being sacriligeous) to face their Maker without the need of special surroundings to do so.


There isn't any good reason why these clubs shouldn't have to use one of the other meeting rooms. Cut down on this senseless chopping up of good space into pokey little units which are each too small to be worthwhile.


If they get away with it, then we could perhaps suggest that the Charter Club should have a special room set aside for its meetings, with a deep blue colour scheme and an enshrined photo of Sid.


—
Senior Atheist.






Spirituous Lectures?




Sir,




Salient has shown a remarkable tendency towards flippancy and humorous nonchalance in the past few months. The letters and articles I have read have been amusing and entertaining, but this state of affairs must cease forthwith in view of the conditions existing in the community outside the college. One of these conditions is an increasing tendency for clubs and institutions to seek their own charters, so that liquid refreshments may be supplied on the spot to patrons. I look on each Charter granted as benignly realising that the dreams of Alcoholics Anonymous will never be realised.


Sir, I am appalled at the apathy of members of VUC, both staff and students, but more particularly am I satisfied that Salient, the self-styled "Organ of Student Opinion" has failed by not raising its voice in this matter of great importance to all those who, through the drought at VUC, have found their powers slowly waning, their intellectual ability ebbing from them. The losses shown on the Caf, balance sheets perturb me, too. And I am consoled only when I think that the same solution will do for both problems.


The money raised for the new building should first be used to extend the present Caf. to at least 20 times its present size, with every facility for serious and prolonged drinking. Loading bays should be installed, and individual earphones with control selector panels (as for UN translations). Students could then have both liquor and lecturer on tap without stirring from their seats at the bar. The present lecture rooms would be unused (but the lecturers, I am afraid, would have to do without). It may be that continuous pipelines might supply the lecturers in their rooms. The germ of the idea is now there—need I proceed further? The profits would quickly build a genuine Student Union Building which VUC has for so long been without. This is a noble scheme, is it not?


—F.E.G.



(Sic! Hic! Vuc.—Ed.)






To Contributors



R. G. Coleman.—Sorry, your article is too long: we asked for any others on this topic to be kept to letter length: we will take it if you can cut it down to 250 words, but in the meantime it has been returned to you.
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Why Chapel?




Sir,




At the Special General Meeting of the Association which was not held before the vacation, I understand that it was stated that a chapel has "been agreed on by all sorts and conditions of students.


Having now read the Executive report, I must enter one in the lists to disagree with the idea.


Why should it be necessity to set aside a special room for this." From the report it seems that there are already plenty of small rooms which could be used: in fact it seems that too much of the space in the building will already be cut into little pieces and doled out. This is a waste of a good building.


The answer will be raised that all the other clubs have facilities, and the religious clubs should also have theirs. This is fallacious—the meeting rooms are designed to cater for their meetings as well as any others. The other answer may be that they feel themselves unable to worship except in a room specially set aside for this purpose and decorated to that end. This would be a sad admission of unworthiness on the part of the religious clubs who should be able (and I am not being sacriligeous) to face their Maker without the need of special surroundings to do so.


There isn't any good reason why these clubs shouldn't have to use one of the other meeting rooms. Cut down on this senseless chopping up of good space into pokey little units which are each too small to be worthwhile.


If they get away with it, then we could perhaps suggest that the Charter Club should have a special room set aside for its meetings, with a deep blue colour scheme and an enshrined photo of Sid.


—
Senior Atheist.
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Spirituous Lectures?




Sir,




Salient has shown a remarkable tendency towards flippancy and humorous nonchalance in the past few months. The letters and articles I have read have been amusing and entertaining, but this state of affairs must cease forthwith in view of the conditions existing in the community outside the college. One of these conditions is an increasing tendency for clubs and institutions to seek their own charters, so that liquid refreshments may be supplied on the spot to patrons. I look on each Charter granted as benignly realising that the dreams of Alcoholics Anonymous will never be realised.


Sir, I am appalled at the apathy of members of VUC, both staff and students, but more particularly am I satisfied that Salient, the self-styled "Organ of Student Opinion" has failed by not raising its voice in this matter of great importance to all those who, through the drought at VUC, have found their powers slowly waning, their intellectual ability ebbing from them. The losses shown on the Caf, balance sheets perturb me, too. And I am consoled only when I think that the same solution will do for both problems.


The money raised for the new building should first be used to extend the present Caf. to at least 20 times its present size, with every facility for serious and prolonged drinking. Loading bays should be installed, and individual earphones with control selector panels (as for UN translations). Students could then have both liquor and lecturer on tap without stirring from their seats at the bar. The present lecture rooms would be unused (but the lecturers, I am afraid, would have to do without). It may be that continuous pipelines might supply the lecturers in their rooms. The germ of the idea is now there—need I proceed further? The profits would quickly build a genuine Student Union Building which VUC has for so long been without. This is a noble scheme, is it not?


—F.E.G.



(Sic! Hic! Vuc.—Ed.)
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To Contributors




To Contributors



R. G. Coleman.—Sorry, your article is too long: we asked for any others on this topic to be kept to letter length: we will take it if you can cut it down to 250 words, but in the meantime it has been returned to you.
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News From Overseas







May 27 edition of Rhodes University College paper "Rhodeo" (Grahams town, Rhodesia), has just reached "Salient." It front-pages the story of a general meeting of the student body where bitter discussion ended in the (narrow) passage of two resolutions condemning the "Apartheid" policy of racial discrimination and segregation at present rampant in South Africa. Apparently Rhodes representative at the national student conference had supported segregation in inter-college sport. The meeting condemned their representative's action by 150 to 128. Another resolution stated that the Rhodes Student Representative Council would not attend any conference observing racial discrimination.



"Rhodes" remarks: "These liberal and worthy resolutions, representative of the democratic principles upheld at this college, reflect creditably the view held by the S.R.C. . . ."






IUS Questioned in Birmingham


"Guild News" (Birmingham University) for February 16, recounts incidents during the visit of the International Union of Students Executive to the University following the meeting in London the previous week. Speaking to a gathering in the Mixed Lounge, delegates from Ecuador, Hungary and the Soviet Union stressed the importance to young people engaged on study of world peace, economic security and spiritual freedom. Questions about the expulsion of Yugoslav student organisation were satisfactorily answered by reference to the unrepresentative nature of that organisation. One question ran as follows: "In view of the formation of a Society for the Return of the Stuarts at Cambridge, would the formation of a society in Russia for the return of the Czarist regime be allowed?" Gennidaz Feminov refused to answer this question, but remarked that he "could think of no section of Russian society which might be represented by an equivalent of the Conservative Party."




The meeting closed with mutual expressions of goodwill, and support for the Ideals and fighting programme of the I.U.S.







Hysteria and Korea


Latest "Farrage" (July 12) describes Melbourne University Labour Club meeting addressed by Ian Turner, M.A., on the Korean question. The report says: "A section of the audience tried all through the meeting to shout down the speaker. Some sections of, the demonstrators seemed to dispute Mr. Turner's right to speak at all." A motion passed at the close of the meeting described the behaviour as "fascist hysteria."


Mr. Turner is reported as saying: "The people of Asia have taken the future into their own hands. They are our nearest neighbours, but have lived under the most degrading conditions, with never any say in their government. The present struggle in Korea is part of a great upsurge of the Asian people, which has grown our of their experience against Japan and promises of self-government made by the Allies . . . You can discount at least 95 per cent, of what you read in the daily press . . . The question of Communism, or Capitalism can only in law and justice be decided by the peoples of each country themselves. We are not going to throw away Australian lives to stop them doing it."






Prof. Rhodes in Stalingrad



"How is it possible for us to want anything but peace," said a young Russian who had fought in the battles not far from Stalingrad, as we gazed together at the bare open spaces and the blasted remains 
of what had once been workers' flats. "We have so much to do," he added, "we want to continue to build the happy life which the war interrupted. We are restoring our broken towns rapidly. But we want to better our conditions of living," And on every side we have evidence that what he said was true.




Thus writes Winston Rhodes, Associate Professor in English at Canterbury College, from the ruined city of Stalingrad where he has been staying during the past few weeks. "They want peace," he writes., "and to them, as it should be to us, Stalingrad is a symbol of the destructive-ness of war, as well as a symbol of the reconstruction the whole world wants . . . . .



"After I had discussed university matters with the Philological Faculty of Moscow University, the first question asked me by the vice-rector was, 'Is there a strong peace movement in New Zealand?' As we were leaving the Stalingrad Tractor Plant, the deputy director said to me, 'Will you take this message from us to the people of New Zealand? Let us work together to strengthen the bonds of peace and of friendship between our two countries."


His letter, which is full of detailed information about life in 1950 on the other side of the ferrous curtain is printed in full in the latest issue of Society for Closer Relations with U.S.S.R. paper "Soviet Life."






World Students


Latest I.U.S. news bulletin (May 6) brings news of activities among students around the world for continued world peace.—A report from Sydney University describes united activity against Menzies" proposed Conscription Bill. A Liberal Club spokesman described the move as "totalitarianism." A representative of the S.C.M. said: "We should strive not to copy the United States at all times." Labour Party and Labour Club are already in the thick of the fight.


In the Sorbonne, students have declared themselves violently opposed to the dismissal of co-discoverer of neutrons, Professor Frederic Joliet-Curie, from head of the French Atom Research Commission. Five students were arrested during a mass demonstration against the dismissal.


The Students' Union of the London School of Economics has criticised the N.U.S. Executive for suspending membership of I.U.S. and also for their failure to present the real issues raised by the Grants and Welfare Conference of British students—which came to some decisions distasteful to the brasshats of N.U.S. These motions were carried by 2 to 1 majorities in general meeting. Hull University Student Union has expressed similar opinions.


The President and Council of Wit-watersrand University students have expressed full support for the stand taken by Rhodes College (above) on the question of racial segregation.
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"How is it possible for us to want anything but peace," said a young Russian who had fought in the battles not far from Stalingrad, as we gazed together at the bare open spaces and the blasted remains 
of what had once been workers' flats. "We have so much to do," he added, "we want to continue to build the happy life which the war interrupted. We are restoring our broken towns rapidly. But we want to better our conditions of living," And on every side we have evidence that what he said was true.




Thus writes Winston Rhodes, Associate Professor in English at Canterbury College, from the ruined city of Stalingrad where he has been staying during the past few weeks. "They want peace," he writes., "and to them, as it should be to us, Stalingrad is a symbol of the destructive-ness of war, as well as a symbol of the reconstruction the whole world wants . . . . .
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Latest I.U.S. news bulletin (May 6) brings news of activities among students around the world for continued world peace.—A report from Sydney University describes united activity against Menzies" proposed Conscription Bill. A Liberal Club spokesman described the move as "totalitarianism." A representative of the S.C.M. said: "We should strive not to copy the United States at all times." Labour Party and Labour Club are already in the thick of the fight.
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Two Books on . . .


Crisis of Empire. . .



"
Britain's Crisis of Empire,"


R. P. Dutt.



Lawrence and Wishart 5/3.

"
Origins and Purpose," H. M. Stationery Office. 2/-.



"

Since the older term "Empire." in which Disraeli, Chamberlain and Kipling took pride, has begun to stink in the nostrils of mankind and become a term of abuse," writes Mr. Dutt in his introduction, "a euphemism had to be found by the more mealy-mouthed apologists of imperialism—Commonwealth of Nations. In this book the British Empire is referred to as the British Empire."


In his short but pungent polemic Dutt develops the following main theses—(a) that the Empire continues to operate as a system of exploitation and oppression of hundreds of millions of colonial and dependent peoples in the interests of the big imperialist monopolies (e.g.. United Africa Co. 1948 published profits £25,000,000; Anglo-Iranian Oil, £24,064,920 net profit on £32,843,753 capital); (b) that this imperialist system is now in a stage of acute crisis due to the struggles of the subject peoples coupled with the increasing weakness and economic deterioration of the older colonial powers of Western Europe (c) that the Foreign Office policy of complete alignment with the U.S. entails the increasing domination of American capital over Britain as well as over the Empire, thus intensifying the crisis.


Mr. Dutt is a hard man—he not only makes his theses but supports them fully with quotations from leading British and American statesmen, and with abstracts from Colonial Office statistics. For example the general line that present schemes of African development are really altruistic moves to benefit the poor benighted blacks should be seen against Mr. Strachey's remarks (14/3/49) "the scheme is a thoroughly hard-headed and not philanthropic proposition . . . painful readjustments for the African population . . . this is not a philanthropic scheme started purely and solely for the Africans' benefit." No it is, in the words of Sir Stafford Cripps because "the whole future of the sterling group and its ability to survive depend upon a quick and extensive development of our (whose?) African resources." In a chapter called "Myths of Colonial Development," Dutt points out that despite talk of aid to the backward, over a period of nine years the actual payments under the Development and Welfare Acts amounted to £25,609.-180, to be divided between 47 colonial territories with a population of 68 million—which is 7/4 a head at an average annual rate of under lOd. per person. And further, at the end of 1948, unpaid colonial trade balances held against Britain amounted to £600,000,000 or 24 times the amount of "development" payments. He quotes pages and pages outlining the rapid and progressive deterioration of the health and living standards of colonial peoples living under this benevolent system, and complains bitterly at the" actions of the so-called Socialist government in backing the already quite well-to-do Africa Co. in the notorious groundnuts scheme.


The sections on colonial revolutionary activity are interesting in that they give an all-round picture of the nature and cost of pacifying the natives—unlike the Colonial Office, Mr. Dutt seems to take the Atlantic Charter and the U.N.O. Bill of Rights seriously. "America Takes Over the Empire" and "The New American Empire" are chapters dealing with the steady encroachment of American capital into the British boss-class' sacred preserves, in which he analyses reasons for this trend.


All in all, this book is something to think about.


Reading "Origins and Purpose" (a history of the "Commonwealth") in conjunction with Dutt'a book, one can only conclude that there are more things in heaven and earth than the Office of Information has thought on. Apart from sins of omission, this little book (it has some nice maps) appears to treat rather lightly on the facts of history. The report of the Opium Wars need to read against Nehru's account of the same thing in his "Glimpses At History," and the characterisation of the American adventures as Britain's first venture into Imperialism is enough to make any Irishman's—or historian's—blood simmer quietly. The desire "to rescue the peoples of Africa from the age-long scourge of slavery" quoted by "O. and P." as the reason for Britain's African expansion is not what animated Mr. Rhodes, nor we venture to suggest. Mr. Strachey, and the development of parliamentary institutions in Jamaica and Malaya do not seem to be going according to plan. However, we don't think anyone is meant to take all this seriously. We are also a little worried about the chapter on South Africa—it accounts for the Afrikaners and the Outlanders all right, but what about the other seven million? Dr. Malan is keeping them steadily in mind, surely the Department of Information could spare them a word. And it is quite apparent that the Governor of Kenya, Sir Philip Mitchell, has not heard of the "famous" White Paper of 1923 claimed by "O. and P." as the prelude to national independence for in 1947 he states "this is a British country . . . Kenya and its people are forever British . . . it is a fact there are today people with fantastic ideas of the creation here in Africa of an entirely African self-governing state. That is as practicable a proposition as it would be to set up in the U.S. an entirely autonomous self-governing Red Indian republic." So there! The electoral position in Kenya for those interested is: 16,000 Europeans elect eleven members, there are 16 official members (all European), while four million Africans are represented by four nominated members chosen by the Governor—you know, the one that likes Red Indians.


Even after reading this apologia, we wonder if everything is for the best in this best of all possible worlds.


—
Lee
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Caesar and Cleopatra





Unity's production of this Shaw play had only one lack—not a serious one—and only one real fault.



The lack was the shortage of manpower. Maybe it is carping to regret the minute size of the Roman army; perhaps we shouldn't have found our imagination straining a little to picture the Roman thousands behind the actual three. Not that mere numbers and show can make the scene real (the Repertory "Devil's Disciple" proved that) but it might have helped the illusion along a bit. The Concert Chamber stage is not a large one and, all in all, Unity did, we suppose, quite creditably with the men and space at their disposal to suggest the vastness of the deserts and the actual hordes of soldiers. We still regret (even making this concession) the trio's "Hail Caesar" at odd intervals: it reminded us too much of the Ja-Oui-Si trio in this year's Extrav.


The real fault was Cleopatra.


As we read Shaw, Cleopatra was designed as a kitten—amoral, a fluffy little schoolgirl. Robin King made her rather a cat. The over stridency of the voice was a large factor in this grating fault: and later when she was supposed to be growing up, her behaviour was less like the sudden vicious stroke of a kitten getting powerful than the charming irrelevancy of a St. Trin-ian schoolgirl's shooting. With experience, she should improve a lot, once she loses the tendency to think the Concert Chamber as large as the Town Hall.


Shaw's title is, anyway, rather misleading. He isn't much concerned really with Cleopatra, except insofar as she makes the character of Caesar clearer to understand (and one could well argue that he isn't interested in the character of Caesar except insofar as he makes the character of Shaw easier to understand).


It is difficult to see how John MacDonald could have improved on his Caesar. The exact spirit of Shaw is often hard to get over: the right mixture of pungency with gentleness, the right proportions of paradox and simplicity and almost inhuman clarity of thought—these are hard to portray, and the more so when one is, at the same time, acting in a part a good twenty years older than one is. This was a Caesar in the true Shavian spirit. The climax, in the fourth act, was taken with remarkable case yet with a force which got the point of the whole play home: those few lines are as powerful as anything Shaw wrote, and John MacDonald put them over.


An almost perfect foil (and a perfect bit of casting) was the selection of John Bullock for Ruflo. Again in the exact spirit of the play, Ruflo was a delightful character. The only other one to come up to the rightness of this casting was George Eiby's Brittanus—a most fantastical character really, when one sees the middle class smugness of an Englishman among the pomp and finery of Egypt. Apollodorus was good, and looked the part: Ftatateeta, on the other hand (perhaps by contrast with one's memory of Flora Robson's film role) was not quite vicious enough.


The play started rather weakly with a poor selection of unimposing voices coming out of the gloom of the courtyard scene: but in spite of the rapid scene changing and the necessary long breaks at the beginning, it held attention thereafter, and climaxed properly in the fourth act. The scantness of the crowd in the final act was something of a comedown. On the whole, it succeeded: on Egyptian setting was a genuine excuse to go to town on the sets: this Colleen Renner did' with a great deal of skill and effect.


Unity certainly appears to be strength, though not in strength.


—J.C.
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Unicef Appeal




Audrey Cook, the organiser of this appeal, has announced that the total gathered in from VUC students was £21/3/9. This is about 2d. per head of the student roll. It may perhaps not be quite so bad as it seems, since many students will have already given money through their offices or other outside organisations: but no-one would call it an inspiring response.



The Executive has set up a small committee, as suggested at the AGM, to act as a liaison between the Wellington United Nations Association and the Students Association. The committee consists of Colin Vance, Bob Blazey and Audrey Cook. Anyone who is interested in doing anything, or who has ideas for functions here at VUC, should get in touch with one of these people.
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At a recent Exec. meeting it was decided between the Exec. and the editor (Cliff Strathern) and the business manager (Pete Jenkins) of Spike 1950, that there would after all be no issue for this year. Reason? Lack of ads. to meet costs, plus rising printing costs. There is no truth in the rumour that it will appear as a Cappicade Literary Supplement.
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