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Salient's Tenth Anniversary — How Things Began





Salient's Tenth Anniversary



How Things Began




First Editor Looks Back


Salient was born on the night of 8-9 March, 1938. Fathered by a progressive Executive, its mother was the tense uncertainty of the years 1937-1939. A group of students, of whom I was one, acted as a collective midwife.


For many years SMAD had been the official Student Association fortnightly publication and had fulfilled its function well; but in the middle thirties the mental climate at VUC changed. It was, of course, the result of happenings in international affairs. As the invasion of Manchuria was succeeded by Mussolini's Ethiopian escape, and the cynical mockery of the Spanish War was followed by the rape of Austria, it was inevitable that a more serious mood should appear at VUC. The change from SMAD to SALIENT was one symptom of the changed outlook, shown elsewhere in the passing of more radical motions at debates, in the formation of new clubs, and in a widespread doubt regarding the honesty of the prewar political set-up in Europe.


"The change was made," said the first editorial, "because it was felt that the spirit of the times demanded that any suggestion of Olympian grandeur or academic isolation from the affairs of the world should be dropped and should be replaced by a policy which aims firstly to link the University more closely to the realities of the world."


At the beginning of 1938 the Executive of the Students Association offered me the job of editing SMAD. No tags were attached. I went into a huddle with "Derek Freeman (now at Oxford or Cambridge. I believe, but I'm not sure—he may have fallen even further) and the result of an hour's talking was that we agreed that it was necessary to change the name the layout and the purpose of the paper, and on the team we thought could make a success of it. It was a strong team. As Assistant Editor, Morrie Boyd's quiet thorough-ness saw that no small details between staff and printer went astray, and gave us some stimulating leaders and articles. Derek Freeman might have been specially designed for his position as Literary Editor. He turned out material of a uniformly high standard and acted as a spur and a model to would-be contributors. Salient owed its name, its original format and layout to no small extent to Derek. Ron Meak Mary Brisco (now Mary Dowrick) and Vesta Emmanuel, as News Editors, were charged with the task of bringing us blood plasma from the daily life of Wellington and the great world outside for transfusion to students through our columns. They produced some lively material, and a squall or two frequently followed one of their efforts. The biggest and brightest I think was Ron's effort in interviewing Count von Luckner visiting New Zealand allegedly for pleasure, but as we thought (and wanted to prove) really to spread the Nazi gospel. Ron put the Count so much at his case that the visitor confidentially murmured to him, "You just wait until Mr. Chamberlain and Hitler get together. Then things will hum." That was some time before Munich, and we came in for some censure from a number of people who insisted that we treated the Count badly. Harold Gretton did well with a roving commission as Liaison Officer watching for gaps in our staff work and turning his hand to whatever he felt needed it most. Eddie Robertson saw the paper was delivered and distributed promptly: John Bullock, our Business Manager, assured us of a reasonable source of revenue from advertisments while Ruth Singleton and Barabara Sandford catered for all sports fans.




Y.P.C. has forwarded the above letter for publication. We trust that students will take advantage of the opportunity to learn more of the students of other countries. "Salient" tries as far as possible to keep Victoria in touch with world youth through its exchange service.—See pages 4 
and 5.







Co-operation


Salient was from the first a cooperative enterprise. That was its real strength. The staff had formal meetings, pooled their ideas in all departments, issue by issue, and before each number appeared, thrashed out what they wanted to see in it. Then they set about getting the material. It was agreed that far from avoiding the controversial issues of the day, we should dive right into them, and place the most burning questions before the students as clearly as we could; that we should come down off the high horse of impartiality which had always been a hard horse to ride anyway, say what we thought, sign the articles, and leave the students to place their own value on them.


We did not have long to wait for a response. After the first two issues the circulation rose rapidly to 600 out of a College roll of 900 an all time high. On the evenings when Salient came out it became usual to see the Common Rooms filled with students, heads hidden by the spread sheets of the paper, but who would suddenly emerge for short periods to take part in one of a number of heated discussions going on over its contents before diving back to read some more. I wonder if any of those students knew how eagerly the staff awaited reports on how each number was received?


In addition to covering all the College news we ran special numbers on the wars in Spain and China. We alleged consistent and conscious collaboration between the Chamberlain Government and the Fascists in Germany. Italy, and Japan and pointed out the dunger of the gun loaded to fire at Russia going off across the English Channel. The last issue for the year came out on October 5, 1938. amid the bewilderment and gloom of the Munich crisis, an unhappy proof that our contentions had been correct, and a full justification of our policy of bringing controversial political issues to the students.




[image: Dotted throughout this issue will be found what we hope are the best examples of cartoons by "Salient" artists. The above effort is by Mason, 1947 artist.]


Need I say that the original staff developed a strong affection for the paper? It embodied much of the liberal tradition of the student body at V.U.C. a tradition which has survived the official and unofficial attacks or reaction for generations, which has been stoned and assailed time after time: but which always turns up trumps at critical moments moments such as the general meeting which defeated the proposal to censure the Socialist Club for their Indonesian procession. It is to be hoped that Salient always embodies that tradition. If it ceases to do so, may its leaves wither—as they undoubtedly would. In spite of occasional desperate moments and a little hair-tearing, the staff enjoyed that first year. It showed us what could be done by real co-operation, and proved a thesis some of us had held for a long time—that students strive on something stronger than a milk and water (literary) dict.


I'm glad Salient is now ten. It has survived difficult times but seems to be a healthy specimen, constitutionally sound, so that it can reasonably look forward to further years of activity. I hope this proves to be so. It appears to have become a V.U.C. tradition. But should Salient ever fall behind the times, then it is to be hoped the students of the day will have the good sense to make another change and produce Salient's successor. In the meantime, a long life and a useful one!




A. H. Scotney.










"Salient" wishes to thank the staff of Commercial Print for the co-operation they have shown and for the good work they have done as printers of "Salient" for eight of "Salient's" ten years. We regret that the fire which seriously damaged their building last year has made it impracticable for them to print "Salient" this year. We trust that the damage caused by the fire will be remedied as speedily as possible.



"Salient" also would like to welcome Universal Printing Products, Ltd. as "Salient's" new printers. We trust that we shall have the same record of happy co-operation with them.
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[Letter to Salient from Vera Bulnova]







Dear Friends,





Having got the recommendation from the Czechoslovak Youth Organization—SCM—In Praque, four Czech students are asking for a kind favour.



We are very interested in your country, however. It is almost on the other end of the world. We should be very glad indeed to come into contact with some of the members of your organization, who would be willing to keep up correspondence with us and eventually come to CSR to see the "Sokol Festival." (Sokol is our greatest gymnastic organization, and I believe I can say it is known in the whole world.) It takes place in Prague in June and July, 1948. For this ocasion people of the whole world come to Prague. If anybody of you come, we could accommodate three persons in our flat, consisting of two rooms, for we are leaving for Sweden in June. But also in this case we can present you two Czech students, who speak English as interpreters.



And now, let us introduce ourselves, though it is rather late, We are two girls, studying the High Social School, and two boys, one student of the High Political School and the other studying the High Technical School in Prague. We are between 22 and 26 years of age and shall finish our studies in two years, all of us.



We two girls have heard in our faculty lectures very much about the excellent social organization in New Zealand and were always told that it is one of the most modern in the whole world. For example your care for sucklings is really so perfect that you have reached the minimum in sucklings mortality. We have also heard much about your wages, politics, social assurance and so many things, which we could envy you. Because our whole economic and social organization has been destroyed during the long-lasting war and German occupation, our State tries to re-establish it according to the modernest principles.



In regard to our future profession, we think it would be very useful for us if we could, after finishing our studies come to New Zealand for some time in order to get experiences, which we could then use in our native country.



We hope there will be someone among you who will be interested in CSR and would like to see the Sokol Festival 1948.



We think that people of the whole world, especially young ones, shall learn to know each other so that they would be more able to remove misunderstandings among all nations.



Loking forward to your kind answer.





Yours very sincerely




Vera Bulnova.



58 Na Pankra'cl. Panklec, Prague, Czechoslovakia, Europe.
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Editorial Comment


At the head of this page appears the names of the people who have compiled this anniversary-cum-retrospective issue and it is due to their very hard work in searching old copies of "Salient" and writing up 10 years of student journalism that 
you can read something of what has happened during those 10 years. There may be gaps and omissions in the story, but it is certainly not for want of effort and cooperation. "Salient" needs more staff, however, and freshers are especially invited to join and carry on the good work of a decade.


All contributions to "Salient" fall under four headings. 1. Reports by the staff—these may be altered, rejected or rewritten at the subeditor's discretion. 2. Articles contributed without request. These will be printed so long as they remain within the law, are appropriate to a student publication and have a reasonable standard of literacy. 
Purely literary articles, poems, etc., will be accepted or rejected at the discretion of the Editor. We would sooner publish Shakespeare's sonnets in serial form than some of the trash which has disgraced our pages. 3. Letters. These must be less than 250 words or they will be treated as articles, which may be rejected. 
ALL letters will be printed. 4. News from overseas exchange. This we consider is of primary importance and will displace articles of less importance.



* * * * * *


As "Salient is larger in size now, we hope that lack of space will not forbid the presentation of anyone's views and that perhaps for once someone may be sufficiently interested to start a controversy or air his ideas through these pages. Don't let idle gossip about "red" bias stop you, for those gossips are taking the easy way out1 and not writing anything at all.




—W.J.C.
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Our Academic Factory


Have you ever thought of the University as a sort of badly-run academic factory, composed of departmental assembly lines turning out their yearly quota of individuals, crammed with semi-digested, unintegrated knowledge—the potential specialists, technicians and experts of tomorrow?



This may sound a little harsh but look at it this way. Today's world is urgently in need of the specialists, the technicians and the experts to help solve its problems of reconstruction, and it is the university's problem to satisfy this need. But it is one thing to provide an expert off the assembly line and another to provide an expert whose knowledge is integrated and who has some understanding of what his work means when applied to society, In short, one who has a social ethic.


Scientific management of industry with its attendant soup-kitchen problem, and the control of atomic energy with its attendant resultant destruction are but two reasons why the soecialist cannot allow his knowledge to be exploited without doing anything about it but weep afterwords.


Relating all this to Victoria we find that it was proposed in 1939 to commence a series of 13 introductory lectures to new students to meet the need for integration. Unfortunately the only record we have of this hesitant, belated, and abortive action was pertinent commentary by Salient's editorial of March 15th, 1939.


We quote:—


"It is almost unbelievable, for instance, that four lectures in a course of 13 should be devoted to medieval times, when there are so many immensely more relevant and important topics to be discussed . . . Here are a few topics suggested at random, which to me at least seem far more worthy of attention than many of those included in this year's list.



	The Art of Thinking—an introduction to scientific method.

	The History of Science—how science has influenced the mind.

	Anthropology—patterns of culture.

	Psychology and Everyday Life.

	Economics Today — what is money? etc.



The Idea of Democracy—what it is and how it arose.


"The present set of lectures is a beginning—(it wasn't)—let us hope they will be widened in their scope and application until every university student will have a trustworthy and comprehensive knowledge of all the important intellectual, scientific and cultural achievements of our civilization."




The new primary and secondary school syllabuses have made an important concession to the need for a social consciousness with "social studies" but what are the universities doing? Nothing.


V.U.C. is creating a school of social sciences—we hail this with Joy. But why not go further? Set up a committee (or any workable alternative) to investigate and implement methods of integrating subjects and providing compulsory lecture or discussion periods whereby students may be given an opportunity to relate their knowledge and future work to society.


We shall have to replace "science for science's sake" with "science for society's sake."




—G.
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Interviews



When V.I.P.'s Were Only



"Eminent Persons "




Following its policy of being interested in affairs outside the College "Salient" has in the past interviewed several international celebrities.



Back from Spain in 1938 was Loyalist Lieutenant Mr. Tom Spiller, a soldier of the best calibre, and a man in a thousand. He told how Franco was beaten in the battle for Madrid. The Fascist general gave November 18th, 1936, as the date for his entry into Madrid. "There's a cafe in Madrid where they keep a seat with a notice. "Reserved for Gen. Franco.' It's been waiting over eighteen months now, and it's still empty. It'll stay empty too!" Propaganda and folk melodies played to homesick Moors and Italians serving Franco caused them to desert and turn to the Loyalist side.


Voluble Von Luckner was treated as a joke, a hearty, happy-go-lucky German sailor who had real Lowell Thomas's book about himself so much that he had begun to believe in it. He said: "If Germany and England combine, there will be no League of Nations and no war—and the world will be ruled by the two whitest nations. And, by Jove. Chamberlain knows it—he knows how to do it!"


Under headlines, "Must control unruly China." and "Militarists ruining Japan." were reported interviews with Consuls of Japan and China.


Japanese Mr. Genji was pleasant to talk to. He condemned China's action, violating treaties, provoking attack. China harbours communist armies, rabidly anti-Japanese. Japan wanted markets, not conquests—no conflicts but co-operation and mutual understanding. Standards of life in Japan not to be compared with that of New Zealand, "We have always had just fish or rice."


Chinese Feng Wang said the Chinese Government was not communist. The Government was based on Dr. Sun Yat Sen's principles of the people. The 8th Route Army pledged allegiance to the Government, abandoned the Red Army and renounced practice and theory of violence. China was prepared for three years' war.


In 1938, as now, the expert of N.Z. brains was a problem. In an interview with "Salient" Mr. Savage claimed that his Government was already doing something about providing careers for grads in the D.S.I.R.. Geological Survey Department, etc.


Mr. Ivan Menzies was caught between acts backstage in 1941 and despite his political views he was pleasing. (He had friends who were disappointed in Russia.) He himself firmly believed in the necessity for ideals. He hoped his life work helped the need of a world where everyone shares, and stressed the importance of the morals of the individual in building a new social order.



[
unclear: Scrisn], "a quiet, sincere, intelligent, little man, smoking a cigarette in an immense holder." gave his opinion on morals and the necessity for ideals. He hoped his life would not be so dull and uninteresting that he must drink himself half stupid before being able to enjoy it.


Aunt Daisy, when interviewed, caused the following to appear in "Salient":
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Cookery-Classicist


"Good afternoon. 2ZB speaking."


"Could you put me through to Aunt Daisy, please?"


"Just a moment please." Muted voice. "Do you think Aunt Daisy can speak?" Very long pause.


"Hullo?"


"This is Salient, the Victoria University paper, speaking." Doubtful voice: "This is Aunt Daisy speaking—do you want to speak to me?"


"Yes, Aunt Daisy. We are collecting the views of various eminent people, on the University——"


Hearty laughter. "Do you think I am an eminent person?"


"Certainly."


"Well, I don't know much about the University at all. I took lectures in journalism at Auckland under Mr. Alan Mulgan some years ago, but apart from that I haven't had any connection with the University."


"What do you think of the University girl, Aunt Daisy?"


"I haven't met many of them—I really haven't got time—but I've met a lot of teachers, but they're mostly Training College, aren't they?"


"Do you think it's worth while for a girl to have a University education?"


"Oh, 
certainly! Absolutely!


(We have used the blackest type possible.)
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Wanted a Brain


"I always think that you should get as much education as possible, and a University education is 
delightful, isn't it? It helps to improve your brain, if you've got one, and helps you to get a brain if you haven't got one. I think it's beautiful. You learn to take the rough with the smooth, and it is so nice—the social side, I mean—laughing and playing together. It must help a girl to become a good housewife."


"Thank you Very much, Aunt Daisy. I know our 'Varsity girls will be very interested to hear your opinion."


"I say, do let me see this before you put it in, will you? Some of the newspapers print the most 
awful 
[
unclear: nonsfcje]—I'm sure I didn't say half of it."


"Certainly, Aunt Daisy. Goodbye".


"Goodbye".




—R.L.M.
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Menace of the University Red




"Salient" Reveals the True Nature of VUC Tradition



Salient through the year has been progressive. It has, of course, represented the opinions of those who have been interested enough and who have had sufficient energy to contribute articles, letters and criticisms.



Salient has never pretended to express everybody's views or to attempt to please everybody... It has an anti-fascist history of which we are proud—in 1938 for Loyalist Spain, and the treacherously attacked China—in 1938-39 against" the appeasement policy of Chamberlain—and today we support youth organizations who are building new democracies on the ruins left by fascist occupation armies. The majority of V.U.C. students, unfortunately, are apathetic, and large numbers do not appear either to have an opinion themselves, or to be interested in other peoples on important subjects.



In 1941, however. V.U.C. was unanimous. The Executive unanimously adopted the following manifesto, which was subsequently affirmed at a Special General Meeting of the Students' Association. On this occasion V.U.C. shook off its apathy and defended itself—at this period "Salient" did represent the views of all the students of the College.







Manifesto


A spectre is haunting New Zealand—the spectre of the University, Red. He is unpatriotic and addicted to foreign philosophies; his attitude to political and social problems is irresponsible and immature; he is defeatist and unwilling to defend his country against aggression.


Prague University, even under Czech democratic government, gained a certain notoriety for the "subversive" left-wing opinions of some of its students and lecturers. But when, shortly after the outbreak of war, the students drove the Nazi agents from the college and built barricades in the grounds, the Gestapo could not force its way into the college and had to call on the regular army for assistance. Eventually they shot a hundred students, sent many more to concentration camps, and closed the University. Perhaps this all goes to confirm the general opinion that university students are apt to advocate action when more mature minds would rather wait and that they are inclined to forget that these actions may have prejudicial effects on their future lives. All this is very true and it was, no doubt, pointed out at the time by the Czech Fascist organizations who had advocated the disciplining of Prague University for many years and who were now sensibly and loyally collaborating with the Nazis.


Similar things happened in Poland, Norway, Holland, and in all the occupied countries. Everywhere the Nazis found university students among their most irreconcilable enemies. Something of the same sort in China must have been responsible for the decision of the Japanese High Command to bomb universities as military objectives. As the Japanese explained, Chinese universities were hot-beds of communism.


It should not be difficult to understand the reasons for this hostility. It is not the cringers and lickspittles who fill the concentration camps of Dachau and Buchenwald but people who think and who say what they think. Both of these dangerous habits are acquired at Universities, not by all students but by a sufficient number to give such places a bad name. Fascism, moreover, by the conditions of its existence is driven to implacable hostility to all true culture and learning.


It is unfortunately true that in every country there are people who fear the freedom of speech and thought possible in a democracy. Nowhere is this freedom greater than at a university and consequently no other institution is so vigorously attacked. While we have no desire to label patriotic but misguided citizens as fifth columnists we must observe that the religious and political extreme right-wing which is most hostile to the universities has not distinguished itself by its hostility to the Nazis in the occupied countries of Europe. This is readily understandable for they cannot be very enthusiastic about "The onward march of the common people of the world towards their just and true inheritance" for which the road will be clear when Britain and the USSR have smashed German Fascism.


Unless we are prepared to speak the truth as we see it even at the risk of losing what popularity we possess among such people we shall betray the cause for which over three hundred of our fellow-students are fighting in the Middle East. Not only would our cowardice in this matter play its part in destroying the democracy they are defending but it would certainly fail to assist in the war effort. In this connection it is interesting to compare the cruel and futile campaign for the persecution of pacifists that has been conducted by some organizations with the free and open discussion on this subjection that has been continued at V.U.C. throughout the war. The result has been that pacifism at this college has declined in the face not of persecution but of arguments of a superior logical force.


There were voices raised at this college to denounce the Reynaud Government when it savage and anti-liberal campaign was paving the way for the triumph of the men of Vichy and the surrender to the Nazis. Some of us expressed doubts as to the democratic principles of Baron von Mannerheim, "the champion of Finnish liberty in Hitler's phrase, who now marches with the Nazis. Some refused to join in abuse of the great nation whose armies are now, as Mr. Churchill puts it, "holding the bridgeheads of civilization." For all of these things we were attacked and for none of them we apologize. For on these matters the "University Reds" were right and their enemies wrong.



Therefore We, the Students of Victoria College, Deplore the Slanders which have from Time to Time been Brought Against us, and Pledge Ourselves to Maintain those Principles of Freedom for which British. Soviet, and Allied Youth are Giving their Lives.



(This manifesto was unanimously adopted by the Victoria University College Students' Executive, 2nd September, 1941. 
and was reaffirmed at a Special General Meeting of the Students' Association on the 18th 
September, 1941.)







No University Reds here


La vraie place de la femme, elle est 
a la maison, an foyer. Le role de la femme est cssentiellcment d'etre mere. Evidemment 
[
unclear: ily] a des 
[
unclear: Cemmes] qui, soil par vocation, soit par neces-site, choississent le celibat on elles peuvent faire un bien immense. Elles out toutes notre admiration. Mais dans 
[
unclear: l'etat] normal des choses, la femme a etc creec pour etre compagne de homme el mere de ses en-fants. Qu'on se rapellc is passage de la Genese ou le divin createur institu-ait le mariage en memo temps qu'il posait une premiere regle de mathe-matiques. "Allez! Multipliez-vous! (Le Carabin. Journal Officiel des Etudiants de 
[
unclear: 1'Universilc] Laval. Quebec.)


5/1/42.






An Easy Winner


Sir Thomas Hunter, together with with local celebrities, Messrs. Hislop. Walsh and Appleton has consented to lake part in an "Ugliest Man" competition run by the Communist Party for Patriotic Funds.


June 7. 1944.







"Salient's" First Cartoon


(Education in Nazi Germany)




[image: Obviously borrowed — BUT — represents anti-fascist policy typical of "Salient."]
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Youth


Australian Youth in Council




—Report on Youth


Progressive forces throughout the world have realised that union in strong national and international organisation is necessary to ensure that man's fundamental needs of food, shelter, security and freedom of expression are won for all. The youth of the world desires peace, decent conditions in which to study and to work, and a freedom to organise to secure these needs. The World Federation of Democratic Youth, representing 45 million young people, and the International Union of Students, representing 
2½ million students, are the two main international organisations to which VUC is affiliated. Their work is outlined below. World Student Relief and the International Student's service are organisations which came into being during the war to cater for the material needs of student POWs and student refugees. Outside VUC, the main organisation in New Zealand affiliated to WFDY is the Young People's Club which Salient reviews on this page.


The following article is written by Salient by Ron Smith. Ron spent the long vacation in Australia as a delegate from VUC Socialist Club to the annual conference of the Australasian Student Labour Federation. He has spent some time studying student organisation in Australia and is well qualified to write about Student and Youth organisation.




"The post-war student movement is the biggest in history; student organisation is more intense than ever before; developments have occurred that bewilder the casual observer, baffle the conservative and rouse the lovers of progress to greater hope and greater effort."



From January 8th-15th this year, the Australasian Student Labour Federation was in Conference near Melbourne. This was closely followed by a 10-day Congress of the National Union of Australasian University Students. Also at the beginning of January the Student Christian Movement held a large National Conference. The above-quoted words of an Australian student sum up the main impressions I obtained from attending the two first-mentioned meetings.


It takes some zeal and determination for over 100 students to attend heavy meetings on student organisation, morning and afternoon for five days, when the temperature is just over the 100-degree mark and the beach and cool sea beckon nearby. What were the questions these students were discussing so earnestly? Broadly they wanted to improve their system of education and they wanted to know how students overseas were solving their problems.







Redrupp Reports


One of the most interesting and valuable discussions was held on Student Faculty organisation. Redrupp, the Australian delegate to the Council meeting of I.U.S. in Prague, gave a comprehensive report on these organisations in Europe. There, organisation on a Faculty or Department basis Is very strong. Questions they deal with cover the range of the subject, the books used, teaching methods, e.g., seminars and tutorials, library facilities, student-staff relationships, the representation of students on the Faculty Board or similar controlling body, and so forth. Criticism of a lecturer by these student bodies carries serious weight. He mentioned that a large party of medical students were visiting five European capitals studying social medicine, a tour organised by a Student Faculty Commission.


In answering the question: "How can (say) the Arts course be improved?" the difficulty is that no student has detailed knowledge of the other N.Z. and Australian Universities. This could be overcome in two ways., Firstly, by a thorough survey of each faculty in all Universities by means of a questionnaire, and secondly, by holding meetings of students of the same faculty from the different Universities. Attempts have been made before to carry out the former, but It was decided to institute a new survey in the light of the experience gamed from the previous attempts and from Red-rupp's European visit. After the Session the meeting split up and separate meetings were held by all the members present from each Faculty. These meetings were par-ticularly valuable and brought down excellent reports which we went through at a later session.







Health Schemes


Another important question was that of Student Health Schemes. Melbourne has picked up each year 2 per cent to 3 per cent, with early T. B. through their medical scheme. The question of voluntary or compulsory schemes was discussed and the very low percentage of students who attend a voluntary scheme, thus increasing its cost, was pointed out. The Preventitlve Medicine Research Branch of the Royal College of Physicians, after a study of student health, recommended a compulsory scheme and investigations into student housing and feeding conditions. After discussion the Congress recommended that the policy of NUAUS should be for a compulsory scheme.


The greatest interest and discussion arose in the International Union of Students. Here we had Redrupp, a member of the Executive of I.U.S. and a delegates at the Council Meeting held in Prague, to give a detailed report of the work done By I.U.S. and the improvements effected in its' organisation. The question of students and politics was still to the fore. The idea of the domination of an "Eastern Bloc" was disposed of by Redrupp and the weight and influence of Britain and America was shown. At Prague an Australian resolution was carried providing that the I.U.S. should only enter politics to the extent necessary to deal with student questions. After cross-questioning Redrupp and' further discussion, the students at the Melbourne Congress felt that the I.U.S. was the strongest and best international organisation of students ever effected. The benefits of such an organisation are manifest and the Congress carried, with but one or two dissentients, a motion recommending that the Australian National Union should maintain its affiliation to I.U.S.







Mason Reports


Miss Mason who Was an Australian delegate to the World Student Christian Movement Congress in 1947 in Oslo, gave a stirring appeal for support for World Student Relief. She gave a heart-rending picture of the conditions of students in Europe—no housing, no food, no text-books. University buildings destroyed and T.B. rates at record, heights. W.S.R., on which I.U.S. is now represented, is doing a great deal to help this situation, and adopts the policy of giving according to need and regardless of politics, religion or race. Congress pledged itself to raise £5,000 from Australia during 1948. N.Z. has a good record for contributions to W.S.R. and all students should give up some time and some money for this cause in 1948.


Dozens of other important topics were dealt with but space prevents more than a mere listing of them. The question of organising all tertiary students—University, Teachers' Colleges, Technical Colleges and Pharmacy Colleges—into one Federation was discussed. A report was received on the World Federation of Democratic Youth from Harley Foster, one of the 40 Australians who attended the Prague Youth Festival.
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Miss Mason who Was an Australian delegate to the World Student Christian Movement Congress in 1947 in Oslo, gave a stirring appeal for support for World Student Relief. She gave a heart-rending picture of the conditions of students in Europe—no housing, no food, no text-books. University buildings destroyed and T.B. rates at record, heights. W.S.R., on which I.U.S. is now represented, is doing a great deal to help this situation, and adopts the policy of giving according to need and regardless of politics, religion or race. Congress pledged itself to raise £5,000 from Australia during 1948. N.Z. has a good record for contributions to W.S.R. and all students should give up some time and some money for this cause in 1948.


Dozens of other important topics were dealt with but space prevents more than a mere listing of them. The question of organising all tertiary students—University, Teachers' Colleges, Technical Colleges and Pharmacy Colleges—into one Federation was discussed. A report was received on the World Federation of Democratic Youth from Harley Foster, one of the 40 Australians who attended the Prague Youth Festival.
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[image: Logo of the World Federation of Democratic Youth]


As the Axis armies entered and occupied country after country and the ruling classes of those countries showed not only a disinclination to resist but an active desire to collaborate, the peoples themselves gradually began to organize resistance to the invader. This resistance grew into the great movements which characterized the struggle. After the final defeat of the Axis Powers we witnessed a vast organization of freedom-loving peoples with a positive will towards democracy and a lasting peace. From these sprang many federations of peoples who in their own sphere wished to implement the clauses of the Atlantic Charter and other programmes of our wartime leaders, promising, the final eradication of Fascism, the four freedoms, self-determination of nations, etc. Among these federations we find the World Federation, of Democratic Youth (W.F.D.Y.) to which are affiliated 45 millions of young peoples of all nations. Each year since the end of the war the Federation has-held a conference in one of the European capitals, at which policy has been established and past work appraised. The organisation has established several bureaux, viz., Peace Bureau, Colonial Bureau, Needs of Youth Bureau, Publicity Bureau and Travel and Exchange Bureau which give some indication of the work engaged on. The Federation is in the lead in the fight for peace. Democracy and the Unity of Youth and because of this it is attacked by those forces wishing to destroy democracy and pave the way to a new war. During the last period several member organizations have been declared illegal or forced to work under oppressive conditions. Such was the case of "EPON" in Greece, "The New Democracy Youth League" in Malaya "The League of Democratic Youth" in South Korea. "Trade Union Youth" in Brazil and "American Youth for Democracy" in U.S.A. The Federation has sent a commission to the countries of South-east Asia which has reported on the terrible conditions in those countries. A commission is also proposed to visit Spain to study the conditions of youth in that country. The Federation aims at unifying the youth of all countries in the struggle for better-conditions for youth in all spheres, for the protection of democratic rights, for the maintenance of the United Nations Organization and the furtherance of its aims and for the rigorous suppression of the anti-democratic forces which are even now making alarming inroads into our avowed peace programmes.
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Wednesday, March 3, Lower Gym. 8 p.m.. AGM of Debating Society.

	
Wednesday, March 3, 7 p m. A2—AGM. Women's Basketball Club.

	
Tuesday, March 9th, 6 p.m.. Gym. AGM of Socialist Club.

	
Wednesday, March 10, 7 p.m. Salient Room (in the Upper Glm.. Freshers!) Meeting for all those interested in producing "Salient" 1948.
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[image: UNITY THEATRE presents KING LEAR - By — William Shakespeare at the CONCERT CHAMBER, TOWN HALL from 10th to 13th March Tickets and reservations D.I.C. and Modern Books]




[image: ENGLISH STUDENTS Available at last KATHERINE MANSFIELD'S SELECTED STORIES Price 8s. 6d. Also a wide range of English classics and the best modern authors at MODERN BOOKS Manners Street. (opp. Schneidemann's)]
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Parade


A session was held on student publications. The long shadow, stretching from the U.S.A. of a threatening economic crisis, was clearly seen, and discussion was held on its effect on graduate employment in Australia.


A strong resolution was carried urging the NUAU's Executive to take up vigorously any attacks on academic freedom. This is "very important as there was in N.Z. during 1947 a dangerous growth of the desire of different authorities to censor other people's expressions because they did not agree with them. The examples of Airey in Auckland and Child in Dunedin, and the Government banning of the film "Indonesia Calling." indicate the extent of this ugly trend.


The struggle for education starts with the sruggle for a living. Some of the students at Melbourne had to work in cafes and milk bars in the few days between the two conferences; many had hitch-hiked across hundreds of miles to get there. Hundreds of New Zealanders have been able to continue their studies and complete their degrees solely because of the financial aid rendered under the Rehab. Scheme. There is no space to go into the Australian Financial Assistance Scheme for non-servicemen students, of which there is no equivalent in N.Z., nor to deal with the demands of NUAUS in this respect put forward in January, 1947, Suffice to say that the rising price level in Australia particularly affects students on fixed incomes, such as those on Servicemen's living allowances and also Government-assisted students and scholarship holders. Resolutions dealing with this and with the recent increase in tuition fees at Sydney University were also passed.




A visit to the Universities at Melbourne and Sydney is quite an experience in Itself. One sees block after block of large buildings, luxurious student union buildings and large playing fields and campuses. The situation here of desperate shortage of buildings, inadequate cloak-rooms and overcrowded cafeteria has been aggravated by the post-war influx, but not caused by it. In particular the almost ridiculous building known as the Gym. Is now hopelessly inadequate for our University. The formal part of studies—the lectures and examinations—are only half of education; the other half consists of the "extracurricula activity"—the Debating Club and the Drama Club and the Socialist Club. For this sphere we find lack of committee rooms, a clash between sporting and cultural clubs for the use of the Gym., and the situation where three clubs are regularly wanting to use It on the one night available. There is no provision for screening 35 m.m. films; the production of decent plays is proscribed. If there is one thing that a visit to Australia does. It Is to convince one that a large-scale effort must be immediately made to raise funds and get our Union Building under way. Every student who is concerned with more than getting a ticket to a job must take part in a campaign to obtain for Victoria and adequate Union Building.



Finally, although Salient has always done a magnificent Job in reporting overseas developments, there is no doubt that personal contact provides an insight into events that reading cannot supply. To meet people who were at the Youth Festival at Prague, who attended the Council meeting of I.U.S., and who worked on the Youth Railway in Yugoslavia, brings you from isolated N.Z. into the mainstream of the world youth movement. Travel is part of education: and N.Z.U.S.A. must immediately take up the question of travel concessions on ships and on the N.Z. Railways and also of enrolling students temporarily in the Seamen's Union and allowing them to work their way when travelling overseas.




[image: Student's Reconstruction]
Student's Reconstruction












Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington N.Z. Vol. 11, No. 1. February 27, 1948

What Is IUS?





What Is IUS?




The International Union of Students is the student United Nations with headquarters in Prague. It represents 2½ million students, about 60 per cent, of all the students in the world. We in New Zealand are represented, through NZUSA, by John Ziman, a recent graduate from Victoria.



To give a clear picture of what IUS is doing, we give below Its main aims and activities.




Aims



	1.
	To ensure that Universities in every country are open to all, by way of scholarships, grants or free tuition.


	2.
	To ensure that students are economically secure so that they may have the practical necessities of food, lodgings, health and cultural life.


	3.
	To ensure that University staff and students and teachers have full rights to express their political opinions.


	4.
	To eliminate Nazi teachers and textbooks in those countries where they still exist.




Activities



	1.
	Student Relief and Reconstruction Department co-operates with World Student Relief, aims to set up Relief Organisations where they do not at present exist, and organise world-wide collection of funds for WSR.


	2.
	Central Travel and Information Bureau assists students who are travelling through Europe.


	3.
	World Student News is an excellent magazine published six times a year. Its articles on student activity throughout the world give a clear picture of what students are doing and thinking in other countries. We receive it through NZUSA for 6d. per copy.


	4.
	The Colonial Bureau was set up to investigate student conditions in China. India, Indonesia. Vietnam, etc. IUS is trying to get native language Universities in these countries, and is giving active support to those students who are not allowed to organise their own Student Associations. The Arab students in French North Africa and the students in Iran and Kuomintang, China, are under such a ban.


	5.
	Such a vast amount of activity obviously needs money to sunport it. IUS levies 6d. per student per year on all member organisations. This we can easily afford, yet NZUSA has neglected to pay the fees for two years.



VUC delegates to NZUSA conference at Easter must see that the fees are paid.
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[Untitled verse]






There was a young woman called Hebe



Who kept a young amoeba



This small piece of jelly Would climb on her belly



And tenderly murmur "Ich liebe."



April 14, 1943.
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A Reminder to Freshers


He is not drunk who from the floor can rise and drink again, but drunk is he who prostrate lies without the power to drink or rise.




May 25, 1943.
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[image: (Spanish War Poster.)]
"I tu? que has fet per la victoria?"




Towards the end of 1944 several independent youth clubs arose spontaneously in various centres—the Young People's Club in Auckland, the Building Trades' Apprentices Club in Wellington, and the Youth Front in Christchurch. Contact was soon established; all three clubs assumed the name "Young Peoples' Club" and efforts were made to establish a national organization, whose formation however, was delayed until April, 1944. due to the temporary collapse of the Wellinbton club, when its most active members were mobilized for military service.


Today the Federation of Young Peoples' Clubs comprises seven clubs and its objects are "to educate young people on the basis of common discussion; to initiate and support movements for legislative and other measures to improve their social and economic status; to work for the right for a free and higher education, and to develop cultural, social and recreational activities." Constitutionally, the Federation and its affiliated clubs (which are, in practice, autonomous) are nonparty political and nonsectarian religious.


In the past, major campaigns of the Federation have been participation in the Victory Loan Campaign, the preparation of reports and delivery of evidence before the Apprenticeship Commission and 1944 Education Conference and the 1947 Gaming Commission, the raising of textbooks for Polish students, and support for the rebuilding of Lidice. At present, the Federation is campaigning for medical supplies for the Venetian youth movement and will shortly petition Parliament for the extension of the franchise to the eighteen-year-olds. The more "bread and butter" activities of the local clubs Include debates, public speaking, social activities, sports, including inter-club fixtures, camping, and, on the educational side, addresses by prominent outside speakers.


The Federation is affiliated to the World Federation of Democratic Youth, and had two delegates to the recent World Youth Festival in Prague; also close contact is maintained with a similar body in Australia—the Eureka Youth League.



While "Salient" blushes to perpetrate a pun we ask you to search your souls and answer the question:



"What have you done for Victoria?"



	Do you belong to a Culture Club, to Summer and Winter Sports Clubs?

	Have you ever helped in the Caf? Been in Extrav? Helped with Capping Ball?

	Do you write for "Spike"? Attend General Meeting of the Association?

	Are you prepared to help with raising funds for the Building?



Most important of all—to us—do you contribute to "Salient?"


If you do not do any or a fair proportion of the above, then, please, first find if the fault is with you before criticising the efforts of the hard-working but all too small band of willing workers in this College.
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For Sale.


Twin Beds. (One practically new.) Ring 40-726. After midnight.


August 8, 1945.


Some people think that girls, viewed In the niewed Are liewed . . .


July 25. 1945.


(Heard on tram passing the War Memorial the other day.)


Small Child: Mummy what's that for?


Harassed Mother: That's the War Memorial.


S.C.: What's that for?


H.M.: It's a memorial for the fallen.


S.C.: What—fallen women?


March 20, 1946.
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Advertisement.


Young woman, husband in camp would like another to share flat, reasonable. 3251 "Evening Post."


March, 1940.


Wanted to exchange: Double sleeping bag for pram.


Wanted—a hot contralto for close harmony. G. S. Bogle.


Student paid Tuesday, broke Friday, would like to meet student paid Friday, broke Tuesday.


May, 1944.


Overheard this from a young woman who works at the Muscum. "It will take several months to get back into shape after the Air Force has gone."


July 24, 1946.
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Reluctant Writers—Indifferent Products





When Salient went to press ten years ago, its aim was "to link the University more closely to the realities of the world." The realities referred to were in the main the political realities—Franco and Spain, China and Japan, the submergence of Austria and Czechoslovakia in Greater Germany; at home, capitalism and M. J. Savage, Uncle Scrim, Aunt Daisy, and free speech. There was a smell of burning from the first fires that heralded the great conflagration, and writers hastened to send out last-minute warnings before the ship became a blazing wreck.



In the circumstances one would not have been surprised to find a parallel poetic "realism" in vogue. Certainly the Phoenix Club read 
a paper on Realism, and offered ten shillings for the best essay on "The Relation of Poetry And Politics." But except for attempts like—




On and grinding on the train



Like a lurching drunkard



Sweating soot . . .



and some of RLM's. the poets kept crying for the moon, or languishing in lush alliterations. The cynics were affectedly world-weary, light humour almost invariably had the heavy touch, even simple thoughts were dressed in ponderous and overdone language, and often an oblique [
unclear: nssn]
 at realism took the form of cocky satire or clever, clever verse. RLM is rhyming couplets-





Now Henrietta was a hen



Of penetrating ac-u-men ...



Probably the editors did believe that the poet should be relating knowledge and social action, commenting on the lives of people busy in a city or on an island, striving to order our values and interpret our moods: but an editor who receives no copy cannot maintain a policy. In July 1939 the editor complains. "No staff has ever had to 
face such tremendous difficulties, due to the almost complete lack of support from the [
unclear: colvc]
 as a whole. Contributions have been almost non-existent in spite of almost superhuman efforts to secure them. But in the next sentence we read that The literary merit of the contributions has been unusually high"—a statement that obtains no [
unclear: eonAmwtlon]
 from this reviewer. There were no poets, and those who might have been tempted to contemplate their [
unclear: navel]
 were hushed by the threat of war.







Sleeping Dogs Lie


The 
[
unclear: luerarj] page was light. Far more skill went into the presentation of opinions and news, and that has always been the way in Salient, with 
[
unclear: eweotxw*. noiaVh] in, 1946 and 1947 The fact as we have had very few writers at the 
[
unclear: CSUcjpe]. and it is not for lack of 
[
unclear: evNvrting]. Editor after other has called for 
[
unclear: Griftnal] work. They have hoped for a "stratum of experimental work which should be capable of making some-thing like an impact." They have offered precious pages to the cause, believing that "in such an ulcerous epoch as our own, when writing has come to be synonymous with commercial Journalism . . . there is more than Just a casual need for protective measures." The paper did its best; it wooed and wooed but the mistress was deaf.


This sorry state was obvious to many—sometimes they vainly objected and sometimes they in turn became literary editors. The following letter is typical of the career of the literary columns:










. . . 
And Awake


"For some time past, we the undersigned, have been vaguely troubled concerning the precariousness of the so-called literary columns. This important section of Salient seems to be compressed, and even annihilated, without any notice or reason. Is this owing to insufficiency of material, to the paucity of such material's literary value, or is it perhaps the opinion of those in control, that literature is subsidiary to food and other interesting topics?




Sgd. 
G. W. Higgin.



D. M. Saker



N. R. Taylor.





In Reply—Up till the time of receiving this letter. Mr. Higgin has sent in no contribution to the Literary Page. Needless to say all of this has not been published. Mr. Taylor has sent in one—all of this has. Mr. Saker. up till the time of receiving the letter, has sent in six contributions. With this issue three have been published. Food is considered, in its place, to be demostrably more important than imagination, which all three gentlemen will quickly find if they stop eating.—Ed."








The war did not help. It took away writers and inspired none at home—it was less effective than the threat of war. In 1942 Literary Editor Hubert Witheford rightly opposed "the belief" that literature is a rather more elegant alternative to horse-racang that should be tactfully aban-doned for the duration of the war." and proved this with a literary page of merit, but alas, short life. He saw, too, that "those same circumstances that make it so difficult to secure the tranquillity necessary for the production of anything of artistic value provide at the same time a body of experience which, if it can be assimilated, may be of incalculable value to the writer . . . we can make an endeavour to be honest with ourselves and achieve some sort of unity between what we have done and thought and read in the past, and what is happening to us now." That was the possibility but no one claimed the prize. Indeed all "original" writing practically disappeared until in May, 1945. the staff carefully prepared synthetic baits:




Poor fool who stood alone



Sally is gone that was so kindly



Perfect little body, without fault or stain



She grew within the heart as a flushed rose . . .



and were pleasantly surprised to have it criticised as "worthless, meaningless botch." "positively fantastic garbage." etc. But in this same year. "Searos" appears and links up a very dull patch with the renaissance of 1946 and 1947. Those two years are the brightest in Salient's literary history. Not brilliant, but bright. Searos. L.A.P.. W.H.O. and P.S.W. have all written and gone on writing verse which is not always tidy, not always free from obvious mistakes, but which is of interest and bears the sign of men at work. And in response we find, for the first time too, a Commentator. E. Schwimmer. writing an intelligent appreciation. (Vol. 10. No. 11) The Literary Society is blooming as never before, and there have been broadsheets of variable quality.


The reader may wonder why we constantly refer to verse only; but if there has been little notable verse, essays and prose fiction have been almost entirely absent. Indeed, this lack of versatility amongst our writes has been most striking and curious. The limitations of space may be in part responsible, but one suspects other reasons." It is as though these forms of expression have been overlooked, and it may be that, he who will be sentimental sees an invitation in the verse form when plain prose turns the shoulder. Whatever the reason, we hope someone will attempt to revive a lost art—a wholesome discipline—to discover the pleasure and power of thoughtful prose, and the humanity fiction can illumine.







Good Book Reviews


But if students have not been writing they have been reading. There has always been a good book review, and a quick appreciation—at times too quick and too free—of most of the Caxton Press writers: Curnow. Glover, Fairburn. Brasch, Baxter. Holcroft. Sargeson. TOMORROW'S demise did not pass unnoticed, nor T. S. Eliot's CRITERION, nor did the suppression or DECAMERON escape with less than an editorial. New developments were constantly being brought to the notice of the students. Salient's files cover adequately ten very eventful years of literarv history: in New Zealand the birth of Modern Books, the Progressive Publishing Society. New Zealand New Writing and Landfall: overseas the writings of Koestler. Auden. MacNeice, the Readers' Digest, the Left Book Club. Penguin New Writing and Poetry.


Victoria has been noted for the at-tention it pays to current politics, and it may also fairly claim to be a place where it is recognized that literature can live on in "the vertical man "




—P.J.M.
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In the circumstances one would not have been surprised to find a parallel poetic "realism" in vogue. Certainly the Phoenix Club read 
a paper on Realism, and offered ten shillings for the best essay on "The Relation of Poetry And Politics." But except for attempts like—




On and grinding on the train



Like a lurching drunkard



Sweating soot . . .
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Fearless Criticism—or Biased Blurb?





Foreword: Film reviews are intended this year to take their place as a regular ingredient. The inter-relation of cinema and society is so inclusive that it is almost entirely overlooked. Generally it is thought of (if at all) under the head of Entertainment which means the utillation of jaded senses by brainless coquettes like Joan Crawford or by vulgar ape men like Clark Gable (who played Parnell without his beard lest it should mar his manly looks).


It is high time that genuine and fearless film criticism became the function of a university paper. What we read in the commercial press is almost always the reprint of blurbs sent in by the makers of the films themselves. Each company is given a free hand to boost its own goods—provided it pays the newspaper proprietors advertising money. And the review space given is directly proportional to the amount of advertising. No wonder every third-class film is hailed as an outstanding masterpiece.


(Vol. 1. No. 1. P. 3.)


With these promising words J D Freeman launched Salient into the 
[
unclear: reair]. of art criticism, A study of the 
[
unclear: ceuloid] estimates" appearing in Sabent throughout its ten years of publication reflects the general pattern of criticism of other art forms and at the same time shows the diversity of critical standards within the one form. Whatever cause lies behind the bastardired criticism of the daily papers and Mr. Freeman's acensation contains grains of truth we see examples of propagands 
[
unclear: pwffery]. even 
[
unclear: besprinkled] on Salient's academic paces. A delightly student may like to change through the mon-
[
unclear: srrosaoes] of page 3 of Vol 6. No. S. Hints at lecbery in one 
[
unclear: lariOtac] 
[
unclear: Xteh] are used to sell the picture, and we must, accept the anonymous 
[
unclear: revjpwer'f] openion on the 
[
unclear: ahsorhirig] nature of law Great 
[
unclear: Ue] for he gives no 
[
unclear: iltofitraoam] nor 
[
unclear: prawning] evidence for his 
[
unclear: opabon] The account of 
[
unclear: aaawn] might be passed off as a rood reviewer in that it sketches the plot but the other three scrappy articles cannot even claim that—yet all six are passed off as "Our Opinions," A good review should be informative—what the reader requires is information about the scope and theme of the film, with the reviewer's Judgments a secondary consideration. Ron Meek's account of five biology films is almost perfection of its kind (1938), In two of them, be is informative, but at the same time emphasizes certain ingredients in order to point an underlying principle which he thinks is of significance for his readers.







Fearless Criticism


When we turn to critism proper, we find that Salient's genuine and fearless film criticism" never lacked assailants, Mr. Freeman's first effort was an assesment of the worth of Dead End. Altogether a memorable show," he says, and backs up his opinion by more than adequately illustrating his main points:








	1.
	"... it is splendidly realistic throughout."


	2.
	"For the first time in my experience, the Hollywood cameraman was permitted to use his camera dialectically. What I mean by "dialectically" is the presentation on the screen consecutively of opposed graphic ideas "i.e., thesis' and antithesis."




The appreciation of new technique was a positive contribution to the enjoyment of the film, but the "realistic" criterion was immediately attacked in the name of Romanticism, whitewashed till it became the principle of cleanliness—under the guise of Dorian Saker. His half-truths were successfully combated by R. W. Lithgow in the following issue. He thinks the film great for two reasons. "Firstly, Its characters are true to life—real: and secondly, it showed up evils of the present that should be rectified." Both social criteria.







Judging Principles


I think we have now come to the fundamental question underlying most of Salient's early critical articles. How far can a film be Judged In terms of art alone and to what extent must social and philosophical implications enter into our assessment of its values? Robert Frank in 1940 rightly called a, review of Rebecca "an inadequate and grossly unfair judgment." and elaborates three things to be appraised in a film "review." 1. Director's handling of the story. 2. Use of the medium and special techniques. 3. Standard of the acting. He then proceeds to make the sweeping and astonishing statement—"What the director does with his plot, not the plot itself is what makes or mars the effect. And judged thus, Rebecca is one of the best films which I have lately seen." H.W. in support of his own principles shrewdly reveals the basis of this opinion. "Alfred Hitchcock has done for the escapist film what Dorothy Sayers has done for the thriller, and in so doing he created something which is entirely pleasing and enjoyable." Later, in an article entitled "Pull Down Those Ivory Towers" (Vol. 4. No. 2) he puts his position succinctly "... but he (the artist) must focus attention on those parts of life which he considers important. The success with which he does this will be determined largely—if we ignore questions of technique—by the opinions which he has formed consciously or subconsciously regarding the decisive forces in the life of the individual and society."







Dialectical Solution


We may on this basis split up 'Salient's OBJECTIVE critics into the realist-philosopher group such as U.D.F.. R.L.M, and H.W. on the one hand, and the escapist-"pure entertainment' group such as "a" (who used a "criticism" of Balalaika as a medium for vindicating extravagantly his escapist principles). R. Frank and Sebastopol on the other. The basic contradiction is brought out in the controversy arising over "Garbo and the beast" wher H.W. considers the philosophy underlying such a film as Two Faced Woman" and finds It stinks to high heaven (July 2, 1942). Sebastopol, in defence of his two hours of pleasure" which "noone can take back again" utters an emotive vilification of H.W., whose mind, he considers, is "filled with an D-smelling fog of doubtful social consciousness."



Well, It would seem on the whole that the realist-philosophers win hands down, for even If one does disagree with the findings of a particular critic, there are gems to be found in their criticisms which heighten our sensitivity towards films, ultimately the great goal of film criticism. Meanwhile it is an undoubted fact that there is not one product of the other brand which tells us anything except that the critic enjoyed htmself.


Happily, a synthesis of the two extreme views arose in the person of Dennis Hartley (WHUI to you). He combined the best of both in establishing a consistent SUBJECTIVE standard of taste. His "social consciousness" does not get in the way of his thoroughly infectious enjoyment, but one often feels the sting of a critic who is fully alive to the social implications of the art under re-view, e.g., The Human Comedy—"Saroyan's drooling come to life." He has an adequate knowledge of technique, and unlike the "pure entertainment" fiends, is able to tell us why he enjoyed a show, not only that he did enjoy it. We are not surprised to learn that GM was WHUI's early tin god.


And what of criticism since WHUI? There have been one or two emasculated attempts to fill the gap by building up a personality whose subjective criteria it is possible to infer. Also, we notice the odd return to 1939-1940 standard, but no concrete trend is apparent. Perhaps this year will show some of that "genuine and fearless criticism" which should be "the function of a university paper." Who knows?




W.J.C.
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Well, even if it hasn't already it will pretty soon and it would take more than all the King's horses, etc., to put it together again, but all cracks aside, we don't want to have to put the old green monstrosity together again—what we want and what we need is our new Student Union Building.





[image: On the left—The Green Monstrosity. On the right—What we could have, an English Sports Pavilion.]
On the left—The Green Monstrosity. On the right—What we could have, an English Sports Pavilion.




For the benefit of Freshers and those who live in the seclusion of their ivory towers, it is as well to mention that the idea of a new Student Union Building is not entirely new. It may surprise some to learn that plans for the financing and construction of the building have been under discussion since a few years after the completion of the present gym, way back in 1909, when it was decided that two trustees should be appointed annually by the Executive and that a permanent allocation of four shillings from each Student Association fee should be instituted.







Doldrums—Rebirth


Then things lay fallow for a number of years till in the first issue of "Salient." 1945. we read a hopeful heading: "1945 Freshers May See Foundations Laid" — certainly a rather optimistic statement but at last things were beginning to move. The Building Committee, defunct since 1936 was again convened. Its members set to work enthusiastically and decided upon a new site, between Salamanca Road and the main entrance. Hitherto the site had been that of the old gym. Specifications drawn up by the new committee were dealt with at the next general meeting (see "Salient," VoL 8. No. 1) and were approved with a few amendments. There was some disapproval voiced over the raising of Student Association fee from 25/- to 32/6. the increase being put towards the building fund, but later this was passed. In the same issue it was stated that £8000 was in hand but that sum has been considerably increased by the raising of Student Association fee, by Extravaganza and Cappicade profits and by donations.







Government Subsidy


In July, 1946, Salient reported that the Government had just decided to support the fund with a subsidy of £2 for £1 with a limit of £40,000. a distinctly heartening piece of news, particularly since in the issue before, Salient had voiced the general opinion in stating that the main body of students didn't know what was happening as regards the building fund anyway, and that the only time they ever heard anything about It was at the Annual General Meeting (probably very poorly attended) and when drives for funds (few and far between) were in progress. Salient then urged greater co-ordination between Executive and students to provoke a more live interest, and stated that information about the plan would be welcomed and willingly published.


In a 1947 number Mr. Warner reminded us in his letter than two years before, the Executive had prepared a list of past students of the college in order to approach them for individual contributions to the fund, but nothing more was done, even though the letter was given a prominent place and the idea itself was sanctioned by the Principal. This scheme would certainly provide another method of raising funds, and is one adopted not only by Universities in other countries but by all kinds of institutions and should at least be given a try.


If we are to get our Student Union Building before the harbour waves are lapping at the site (see N.Z. Year Book for rate of submergence), then we must have other means of raising money than Extrav, and Cappi-cade profits—they won't always be as high as they were last year—and it remains to be seen if Mr. Daniell's suggestion that we raffle the old gym will have to be carried out. Meanwhile it is the business of every student to see that the Student Union Building does not degenerate into a mythical ivory tower but becomes an actuality—soon.







Present Plans


At the present time we have about £12,000 to £13,000 in hand. We need to raise this year about £8,000. The following committee is being set up to raise the money.




	(1)
	A first division consisting of prominent citizens connected with or interested in the College, together with the President, the Accountant, and one other student as Secretary. This Committee is to approach personally people likely to make substantial donations, and to suggest to Division 2 names of persons or organizations whom we might approach.


	(2)
	A second division consisting of President, the Accountant, the Secretary, and one member, from each college club, will be set up early this Term. This division will do the secretarial and routine work for the campaign and also will approach persons and organisations likely to give donations.



It is obvious that the second division will have a great deal of work to do. They must have the support or all Students in order to raise the money needed. Therefore all students must do their utmost when asked by the Executive to do so.



Be prepared to work to raise a Students' Union Building worthy of Victoria.



* * *




Nobody knows



Nobody cares



What sort of pyjamas



A bachelor wears.



May 2, 1945.








[image: Ask For O'HALLORAN'S Natural Ale Brewed and Bottled by O'HALLORAN'S BREWERY Ltd. 17-19 STURDEE STREET Tel. 52-393. P.O. Box 68. Te Aro.]




[image: SATURDAY NIGHT IS SPEEDWAY NIGHT Thrilling spectacle as daredevils ride the cinders at Hutt Speedway opposite Park Avenue. 8.5 P.M. SATURDAY NIGHTS]
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To be ... or Not to be





Since its very early days Salient has been interested in health, nutrition, medical examinations and preventive medicine generally. In June, 1939, in n Special Issue attention was drawn to prevalent malnutrition in New Zealand and Salient offered the "following practical measures-for the consideration of University students, and those who are in authority:"





	(a)
	The Government should cease advertising, over the air, foods and patent medicines whose contents do not attain a prescribed standard.


	(b)
	A service similar to that given by the American Consumers' Union Reports should be immediately commenced by the New Zealand Government.


	(c)
	Radio talks, circulars, newspaper articles demonstrating the principles of correct feeding should be sponsored by the Government.


	(d)
	The Government should immediately organize scientific research on it large scale on the subject of malnutrition and food values in New Zealand.


	(e)
	Films like the Nutrition Film should be made by the Government and shown widely.


	(f)
	The New Zealand Sale of Food and Drugs Act should be immediately amended as follows:



	(i)
	The formula of all patent medicines sold should be fully declared to the authorities:


	(ii)
	Remedies sold as cures for certain serious diseases should be absolutely prohibited.


	(iii)
	Advertising of foods and patent medicines should be severely restrained.


	(iv)
	The operation of the Act should be extended to cosmetics."





On 27/5/40 the following appeared in the Editorial of Salient:


"The Physical Education Committee of the British Medical Association has made the bold and forceful statement that 'All Universities should make provision for the physical education of undergraduates.' This field of education which has been sadly neglected in New Zealand was the subject of a report to the New Zealand University Students' Association . . . proposes a minimum policy ... to meet the needs of the New Zealand Universities."









B.M.A. Proposes . . .





"The most important item to be provided is:



Medical examination for all first year students, with a view to pointing out any defects and indicating a suitable course of physical activities. Optional examinations after the first year. The examinations to be of an advisory nature, and a poor report would not debar a student from attendance at University ..."




"This programme . . . could be put into operation with a minimum outlay on materials and buildings. A second point in its favour is that the Government is interested in this kind of necessary work, and all efforts should be made to bring the New Zealand Universities into line with the rest of the world."


On June 23, 1943, in an article headed "Anti Grave-Digging" Salient gave the initial impetus to what is now widely known in the College as the Health Scheme or the Medical Scheme. 
"A large body of V.U.C. students who realise the value of periodical physical check-ups as a necessary feature of student life, and a safeguard of the students' future, College life brings together students from all sections of the community, imposes severe mental and physical demands on the individual . . . Periodical physical examinations can detect much concealed disease at an early stage in its career and by bringing the disease under early control save the student from future sorrows and the treatments needed if the disease continues unchecked.


The proposal that a 900 part-time Medical Adviser be appointed to V.U.C. has been put forward. This Medical Adviser would undertake to give a general medical examination to all students enrolling at Victoria University College, to be followed by periodical overhauls in subsequent years."







Students in Favour



In 1943 a referendum vote was taken and out of the 900 students then attending V. U.C. 625 recorded a vote on the medical examination proposals. 605 of the 625 voters declared in favour of the scheme for an annual medical examination.


In 1944 a voluntary examination was conducted. Just over one-third of the students then attending lectures completed the examination. In a report submitted by the committee which ran these examinations it was stated that for the efficient running of the scheme it was necessary for the examination to be compulsory. This was based on records from the doctors who carried out the exams and from the students who assisted.


In 1945 and 1946 not a great deal was heard about the Medical Scheme although a great deal of solid work was done by small committees who were investigating possibilities, writing reports, getting opinions of medical men, professors, students and lecturers, on the best way to organize and run such a scheme.







American Example


An extract from a Salient report of April 23rd, 1947, in connection with the American and Canadian tour of a party of V.U.C. biology students is of interest here:






"Compulsory Medical Schemes


"Every University visited had a Compulsory Medical Scheme. This was generally financed by a small fee and organized by the university authorities. These schemes have been running successfully for years and are taken for granted by all students."


At a special general meeting in March, 1947, a motion that "every student attending lectures at Victoria University College be required to undergo a compulsory annual medical examination" was put and carried. The only objections raised at the meeting were facetious but the storm that subsequently raged in the daily and weekly press was something to be marvelled at.


The facts were, quite simply, that a special general meeting of students had decided, among other things, that it wanted an annual compulsory medical examination for its Association members. This seems to be a simple enough statement and to indicate the use of a certain amount of common-sense on the part of said students. Imagine our surprise when we found that we were headlined in "Truth" and the daily press.







Truth at Last


"Truth with a typical disregard for facts and an almost religious belief in emotive journalese, really let itself go. The fact that the students had the temerity to request a compulsory medical examination was sufficient proof that V.U.C. was once more in the grip of the Red menace. We were, in the same sentence, "fascist, communist, socialist, totalitarian"—rather a difficult feat I should imagine.


A reply signed by nearly 300 students (within a day and a half—time was short and the reply had to be in smartly otherwise more names would have been on the list) was sent down and printed in full by this paper. Sneering remarks were made but the facts were in print which was the more important factor.


The daily press on the whole gave us a slightly better hearing and in some cases they actually asked us (V.U.C.) for our comments on the matter. It may come as a surprise to some who have not thought on the matter that the much vaunted freedom of the press is a rather untamed animal, e.g., the press is "free" to print pretty much what it likes about the doings of students but we are not necessarily "free" to see our replies in print.







Reds Again


As long as students act the silly goat and behave generally in a reasonably childish fashion, as at Capping Time, we are treated by the press with paternal indulgence and it is allowed that one "is only young once" and other such not. But, let the students get a serious thought in their heads, e.g.. when they thought that it was a good thing to be medically examined or to think that it was a bad thing for the Dutch to shoot the Indonesians, and there is a very different tale to be told. Distortions become the order of the day in all reports of meetings, etc.. the University becomes once, more filled not with childlike youth but with dangerous Reds; the pleasant punsters of Capping become dangerous half-baked theorists of Marx and there is hell to pay. It is a little difficult for us to see just how these transformations take place within the College but the papers assure us that it is so.






. . . 
And B.M.A. Disposes



One astonishing feature of the Medical Scheme at this stage is the wording of a reply received by the Health Scheme Committee here, from the B.M.A. The Committee had written asking the B.M.A. for their assistance and advice in the drawing up of a workable scheme for this College and you can imagine their surprise when they received a reply couched in terms unpleasantly reminiscent of "Truth's" hysterical ravings. This is rather interesting when you look back to the Salient Editorial of 27/5/40 in which a quoted statement of the B.M.A. advocated compulsory medical examination for students.


It becomes more obvious as time passes that it is essential for students to have a compulsory annual medical examination as a step in the direction, of effective preventive medicine. Every year some students fall prey to T.B. and other communicable diseases of which they could have been cured much more rapidly and easily if they had been discovered at an earlier stage. The Committee envisages a scheme which will eventually not only give an annual examination but provide a health service for the students throughout their student life. Salient believed in the efficacy of preventive medicine in 1939 and continues to do so.
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[Introduction]





Since its very early days Salient has been interested in health, nutrition, medical examinations and preventive medicine generally. In June, 1939, in n Special Issue attention was drawn to prevalent malnutrition in New Zealand and Salient offered the "following practical measures-for the consideration of University students, and those who are in authority:"





	(a)
	The Government should cease advertising, over the air, foods and patent medicines whose contents do not attain a prescribed standard.


	(b)
	A service similar to that given by the American Consumers' Union Reports should be immediately commenced by the New Zealand Government.


	(c)
	Radio talks, circulars, newspaper articles demonstrating the principles of correct feeding should be sponsored by the Government.


	(d)
	The Government should immediately organize scientific research on it large scale on the subject of malnutrition and food values in New Zealand.


	(e)
	Films like the Nutrition Film should be made by the Government and shown widely.


	(f)
	The New Zealand Sale of Food and Drugs Act should be immediately amended as follows:



	(i)
	The formula of all patent medicines sold should be fully declared to the authorities:


	(ii)
	Remedies sold as cures for certain serious diseases should be absolutely prohibited.


	(iii)
	Advertising of foods and patent medicines should be severely restrained.


	(iv)
	The operation of the Act should be extended to cosmetics."





On 27/5/40 the following appeared in the Editorial of Salient:


"The Physical Education Committee of the British Medical Association has made the bold and forceful statement that 'All Universities should make provision for the physical education of undergraduates.' This field of education which has been sadly neglected in New Zealand was the subject of a report to the New Zealand University Students' Association . . . proposes a minimum policy ... to meet the needs of the New Zealand Universities."
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B.M.A. Proposes . . .





"The most important item to be provided is:



Medical examination for all first year students, with a view to pointing out any defects and indicating a suitable course of physical activities. Optional examinations after the first year. The examinations to be of an advisory nature, and a poor report would not debar a student from attendance at University ..."




"This programme . . . could be put into operation with a minimum outlay on materials and buildings. A second point in its favour is that the Government is interested in this kind of necessary work, and all efforts should be made to bring the New Zealand Universities into line with the rest of the world."


On June 23, 1943, in an article headed "Anti Grave-Digging" Salient gave the initial impetus to what is now widely known in the College as the Health Scheme or the Medical Scheme. 
"A large body of V.U.C. students who realise the value of periodical physical check-ups as a necessary feature of student life, and a safeguard of the students' future, College life brings together students from all sections of the community, imposes severe mental and physical demands on the individual . . . Periodical physical examinations can detect much concealed disease at an early stage in its career and by bringing the disease under early control save the student from future sorrows and the treatments needed if the disease continues unchecked.


The proposal that a 900 part-time Medical Adviser be appointed to V.U.C. has been put forward. This Medical Adviser would undertake to give a general medical examination to all students enrolling at Victoria University College, to be followed by periodical overhauls in subsequent years."
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Students in Favour



In 1943 a referendum vote was taken and out of the 900 students then attending V. U.C. 625 recorded a vote on the medical examination proposals. 605 of the 625 voters declared in favour of the scheme for an annual medical examination.


In 1944 a voluntary examination was conducted. Just over one-third of the students then attending lectures completed the examination. In a report submitted by the committee which ran these examinations it was stated that for the efficient running of the scheme it was necessary for the examination to be compulsory. This was based on records from the doctors who carried out the exams and from the students who assisted.


In 1945 and 1946 not a great deal was heard about the Medical Scheme although a great deal of solid work was done by small committees who were investigating possibilities, writing reports, getting opinions of medical men, professors, students and lecturers, on the best way to organize and run such a scheme.
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American Example


An extract from a Salient report of April 23rd, 1947, in connection with the American and Canadian tour of a party of V.U.C. biology students is of interest here:
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"Compulsory Medical Schemes


"Every University visited had a Compulsory Medical Scheme. This was generally financed by a small fee and organized by the university authorities. These schemes have been running successfully for years and are taken for granted by all students."


At a special general meeting in March, 1947, a motion that "every student attending lectures at Victoria University College be required to undergo a compulsory annual medical examination" was put and carried. The only objections raised at the meeting were facetious but the storm that subsequently raged in the daily and weekly press was something to be marvelled at.


The facts were, quite simply, that a special general meeting of students had decided, among other things, that it wanted an annual compulsory medical examination for its Association members. This seems to be a simple enough statement and to indicate the use of a certain amount of common-sense on the part of said students. Imagine our surprise when we found that we were headlined in "Truth" and the daily press.
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Truth at Last


"Truth with a typical disregard for facts and an almost religious belief in emotive journalese, really let itself go. The fact that the students had the temerity to request a compulsory medical examination was sufficient proof that V.U.C. was once more in the grip of the Red menace. We were, in the same sentence, "fascist, communist, socialist, totalitarian"—rather a difficult feat I should imagine.


A reply signed by nearly 300 students (within a day and a half—time was short and the reply had to be in smartly otherwise more names would have been on the list) was sent down and printed in full by this paper. Sneering remarks were made but the facts were in print which was the more important factor.


The daily press on the whole gave us a slightly better hearing and in some cases they actually asked us (V.U.C.) for our comments on the matter. It may come as a surprise to some who have not thought on the matter that the much vaunted freedom of the press is a rather untamed animal, e.g., the press is "free" to print pretty much what it likes about the doings of students but we are not necessarily "free" to see our replies in print.
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As long as students act the silly goat and behave generally in a reasonably childish fashion, as at Capping Time, we are treated by the press with paternal indulgence and it is allowed that one "is only young once" and other such not. But, let the students get a serious thought in their heads, e.g.. when they thought that it was a good thing to be medically examined or to think that it was a bad thing for the Dutch to shoot the Indonesians, and there is a very different tale to be told. Distortions become the order of the day in all reports of meetings, etc.. the University becomes once, more filled not with childlike youth but with dangerous Reds; the pleasant punsters of Capping become dangerous half-baked theorists of Marx and there is hell to pay. It is a little difficult for us to see just how these transformations take place within the College but the papers assure us that it is so.
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. . . 
And B.M.A. Disposes



One astonishing feature of the Medical Scheme at this stage is the wording of a reply received by the Health Scheme Committee here, from the B.M.A. The Committee had written asking the B.M.A. for their assistance and advice in the drawing up of a workable scheme for this College and you can imagine their surprise when they received a reply couched in terms unpleasantly reminiscent of "Truth's" hysterical ravings. This is rather interesting when you look back to the Salient Editorial of 27/5/40 in which a quoted statement of the B.M.A. advocated compulsory medical examination for students.


It becomes more obvious as time passes that it is essential for students to have a compulsory annual medical examination as a step in the direction, of effective preventive medicine. Every year some students fall prey to T.B. and other communicable diseases of which they could have been cured much more rapidly and easily if they had been discovered at an earlier stage. The Committee envisages a scheme which will eventually not only give an annual examination but provide a health service for the students throughout their student life. Salient believed in the efficacy of preventive medicine in 1939 and continues to do so.
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What Is ISS?


In 1920, to aid students who were the victims of the 1914-18 war and since then victims of famine, earthquake, flood, and depression, the World Students' Christian Federation set up the European Student Relief Committee. By 1926, it was recognized that others wished to help with this relief, and so the International Student Service Committee became an autonomous organization, in which representatives of every religious and political trend are associated.


During the early years of the Chinese-Japanese War. I.S.S. gave Chinese students assistance. The relief organizations from Europe and China were separate but now I.S.S. has only one fund, from which students everywhere are assisted.


In 1940, I.S.S.. World Christian Student Federation and Pax Romana set up World Student Relief, the administration of which is done by I.S.S.


In 1946, the three member bodies decided to continue for three years, and have since been joined by the International Union of Students, and the World Union of Jewish Students. These five work to develop university solidarity and co-operation. Through this organization students who have the amenities of modern university education can help those who, poorly clad, with insufficient food and inadequate accommodation, wish to study at Universities, many of which have been severely bombed and lost their libraries.


By means of funds raised, I.S.S. is able to help giving medical supplies, food, clothing, books and subsidizing meals and accommodation. It is important to note that I.S.S. is active in this way, because this is the practical way in which students throughout the world can express their common bond.


Since the end of the war more is required. Thousands of pounds are needed annually, and in recent years New Zealand contributions have been declining.


Are 
You going to be satisfied with your good fortune and prosperity and ignore the plight of students overseas who lack the bare necessities, not only of study, but of life itself?
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Salient Leads the Way



Victoria . . .


Ten-Point Programme 1946



In July, 1946, when the new Executive had just been elected, Salient considered the time ripe to publish an article expounding a one-year plan for the Students' Association. This comprised ten points which Salient considered the most pressing matters for the Exec's attention. It was called the Ten Point Programme, and the following is an account of it, and what happened to it.





	1.
	Faculty Committees. Joint committees of staff and student representatives should be set up to discuss curricula, methods of-teaching and approach to subjects.


	2.
	Collective Buying of Textbooks. An attempt has been made before—this time it must be successful.


	3.
	Class-room Accommodation. It is vital that more class-rooms be provided, of a temporary nature, if it is quite impossible to obtain anything better.


	4.
	Students' Board and Lodging. The existing hostels are hopelessly inadequate. Salient's attempts to campaign for better accommodation were fruitless, because too few students are contacted by Salient. The Exec must take action.


	5.
	Building Scheme. Closer coordination between Exec and students will give rise to greater interest in the scheme. Salient will willingly help by publishing information on the proposed plan.


	6.
	Increased Student Control of Social Activities. The Exec has limited powers over Gym functions, yet is expected to be responsible for them. The Exec should approach the Council for full sovereignty over the Gym.


	7.
	Improvements to the Library. The reading room is nearly always filled to capacity. There is no room for the new books that will be needed in greater and greater numbers. Soon the library must expand into a new building, and plans should be laid.


	8.
	Students Sports Council. The purpose of such a committee would be to enquire into specific VUC weaknesses, to conduct membership campaigns for clubs and to co-ordinate club activities.


	9.
	NZUSA. VUC's representatives should keep closer contact with Salient. The Press Bureau officially wound up in 1944 must be kept alive and invigorated. The Exec should take considerable interest in NZUSA, and make recommendations to it, particularly that NZUSA be affiliated to the World Federation of Democratic Youth.


	10.
	Common-rooms. Once VUC had a common common-room, but the Library "white-anted" into it, and now the College has no room for another. We suggest that Exec do something, to make the Gym more suitable for the purpose.






Seven Points to go




	1.
	Exec made a forcible effort to establish Faculty Committees, but lack of co-operation from the majority of.the lecturing staff proved an insuperable obstacle.


	2.
	At about this time Salient published an article suggesting that either the College authorities or the Student Association should indent and import books for student use, which would then be available much more cheaply than they are from shops. Students should be very grateful to the SCM for the excellent service it has done to VUC through its Second-hand Bookstall, but there is need for the cost-of-books problem to be tackled on a far larger scale. So far no progress has been made.


	3.
	The establishment of the temporary Geology and Geography Department has barely touched the fringe of this problem, which has its roots in lack of University finance. Overcrowding and inadequate lecturing staff are inevitable until the University can afford to rebuild, and to offer more and better-paid positions for lecturers and professors.


	4.
	A questionnaire was distributed to obtain statistics that were a necessary basis for a campaign to get better facilities. But students either ignored this, or treated it as a joke, so nothing could be done. 
Students must co-operate in matters of this nature, if they want their lot to be improved.


	6.
	Shortly afterwards, complete control of the gym became ours—and it will be noted that this has been completely successful.


	7.
	Mr. Harold Miller is still our Librarian, and the Library has been maintained at its previous standard.


	8.
	We are reluctantly forced to admit, that in this isolated suggestion Salient was wrong.


	10.
	The possibilities of using the gym as a common-room proved somewhat lean, but we obtained a promise of one of the huts to be erected above the Biology block, for student use. However, we were not allowed to occupy this, and eventually came the storm which caused a falling cliff to demolish the long-empty huts.




To sum up, only two of the ten points (5 and 6) have been attained, and No. 9 partially (NZUSA has not been directly affiliated to WFDY, but VUC has been affiliated itself; and VUC's representatives have kept closer contact with Salient, or rather, vice versa). The other seven points have been shelved or abandoned. This is owing to two factors, to apparently insuperable obstacles outside student control, and to that age-old evil, student apathy.







Departmental Committees ..



Every student at some stage of his career finds occasion to groan about something. If sufficiently independent, he goes to his professor pours out his worries, and is satisfied.. But there are hundreds with similar troubles without the necessary "nerve" to have their grievance settled. Professors are busy people, and many students are reluctant to barge in on them in such a way.


Some students have ideas on the syllabus or improving the teaching methods in a department. In 1941 Salient featured some of their excellent ideas in two issues.


In September 1943. Salient reported the first constructive step towards a body to which students could come with both their worries and their constructive suggestions. Messrs. Boyd and Creed prepared a scheme for Faculty Committees, consisting of staff and student representatives, to discuss problems of mutual interest. The Professorial Board said, "No."


Two years later Dave Cohen proposed a similar scheme with similar results. Salient continued the battle in June, 1946, with Faculty Committees as part of its Ten Point Programme.


Then in the first issue of last year, Salient again set out its proposals. Though still under the name of Faculty Committees, the proposed Staff-Student Committees were to be set up in each Department, and were to consist of the Staff of that Department and one representative from each Stage. The scheme was fully endorsed by a General Meeting of the Association in March. Despite support from some staff members, the Professorial Board' again said "No."


So progressive Victoria "still lags behind A.U.C. and the Australian Universities. Salient urges every student to demand this necessary reform. It is the Job of every intellectually active student to see that Departmental Committees are set up at Victoria.




J.O.M.









Other Colleges...


Prompt Assistance and Sympathy



For a large share of our life, the troubles of other colleges all dealt with the Nazi domination of Europe. The fascist attitude to education and to the students of democratic universities featured often in the editorial columns of 1941-2. Scraps of information from and about students were only too eagerly published but it was not until March 14, 1945, that Salient was able to print an issue of extracts from student papers of liberated universities in Belgium, France, the Soviet Union, and China. The most striking paragraph comes from a French students' paper. It was headed—






When Paris Rose ...


"Guns Spluttered before the great closed doors of the Ministry, which were guarded by armed men. In the courtyard inside, men of the F.F.I. mingled with their comrades of the National University Front, with graduates, teachers, professors, civil servants, students and schoolboys. Some of us stood by with loaded guns, while others worked in the office with the heads of the Department, issuing orders against traitors and collaborators, and appointing trustworthy men and women to responsible posts."


Meanwhile, in the United States, six thousand Texan students became involved in the battle of Brains against Business. On November 2, 1944, the university board dismissed without trial the president for his unwelcome views on the poll-tax and land tenure in the South. As a result of the students' demonstration the Southern Association of Colleges appointed a competent committee of "leading southern educators" to investigate the circumstances surrounding the dismissal.







Fitt Affair


At home the influence of corporate action' was most noticeable over the "Fitt Affair." This estimable professor was "libelled" in a copy of the Auckland Students Capping magazine. The council subsequently banned all student publications. The following morning the streets of Auckland were white with slogans of the oppressed.


Events moved so rapidly that no complete account was published. Following the previous night's Press report, it was moved by a timely AGM "That the executive go into the question of publishing an Auckland edition of Salient—a motion which was carried with acclamation. A second motion was also moved and carried. "That this AGM learns with regret of the 
[
unclear: suppsion] of the freedom of the press in Auckland University College and affirms that all student publications should be free from bodies outside the Students' Association."


The attitude of the student body received much publicity in the press.and this was partly responsible for the noted change in policy of the Auckland University Council.







John Child


No recent student function has caused so great a stir as the speech of John Child to the Otago University Students' Welcome Ceremony, last year. In contrast to the solidarity shown by the Auckland students during their row with the council the prevailing attitude at Otago was one of general apathy. Not only did the executive fail to give John Child the support that a president might expect, but they later dissociated themselves entirely from his action Salient could do little better than to give full, publicity and comments on the situation.


The following is reprinted from the issue of April 23. last year—


"It is a poor comment on the status of the OUSA when it is completely superseded in the democratic privilege of passing judgment on its own elected representative. Furthermore, it is unfortunate that the Executive of the OUSA should take such a gutless, apologetic attitude, smacking of the proverbial small boy who has broken a window. They have in fact, apparently deserted their own President.



* * *


"John Child expressed certain immoral views. i.e., views inimical to the moral glasshouse of upright citizens and students. That these views were couched in such obviously ironic context has been overlooked by some, by others seen, but deplored as untimely or tactless, and by some accepted in a wholesome gulp, digested and excreted.



* * *


"We suggest that the Executive of the OUSA take a more positive altitude towards the Council decisions, and that it maintain its democratic rights to manage its own affairs without peremptory, dictatorial usurpation by the College Council."








[image: DB LAGER the great Favourite from the WAITEMATA MODEL BREWERY]














Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington N.Z. Vol. 11, No. 1. February 27, 1948

Seven Points to go





Seven Points to go




	1.
	Exec made a forcible effort to establish Faculty Committees, but lack of co-operation from the majority of.the lecturing staff proved an insuperable obstacle.


	2.
	At about this time Salient published an article suggesting that either the College authorities or the Student Association should indent and import books for student use, which would then be available much more cheaply than they are from shops. Students should be very grateful to the SCM for the excellent service it has done to VUC through its Second-hand Bookstall, but there is need for the cost-of-books problem to be tackled on a far larger scale. So far no progress has been made.


	3.
	The establishment of the temporary Geology and Geography Department has barely touched the fringe of this problem, which has its roots in lack of University finance. Overcrowding and inadequate lecturing staff are inevitable until the University can afford to rebuild, and to offer more and better-paid positions for lecturers and professors.


	4.
	A questionnaire was distributed to obtain statistics that were a necessary basis for a campaign to get better facilities. But students either ignored this, or treated it as a joke, so nothing could be done. 
Students must co-operate in matters of this nature, if they want their lot to be improved.


	6.
	Shortly afterwards, complete control of the gym became ours—and it will be noted that this has been completely successful.


	7.
	Mr. Harold Miller is still our Librarian, and the Library has been maintained at its previous standard.


	8.
	We are reluctantly forced to admit, that in this isolated suggestion Salient was wrong.


	10.
	The possibilities of using the gym as a common-room proved somewhat lean, but we obtained a promise of one of the huts to be erected above the Biology block, for student use. However, we were not allowed to occupy this, and eventually came the storm which caused a falling cliff to demolish the long-empty huts.




To sum up, only two of the ten points (5 and 6) have been attained, and No. 9 partially (NZUSA has not been directly affiliated to WFDY, but VUC has been affiliated itself; and VUC's representatives have kept closer contact with Salient, or rather, vice versa). The other seven points have been shelved or abandoned. This is owing to two factors, to apparently insuperable obstacles outside student control, and to that age-old evil, student apathy.
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Every student at some stage of his career finds occasion to groan about something. If sufficiently independent, he goes to his professor pours out his worries, and is satisfied.. But there are hundreds with similar troubles without the necessary "nerve" to have their grievance settled. Professors are busy people, and many students are reluctant to barge in on them in such a way.


Some students have ideas on the syllabus or improving the teaching methods in a department. In 1941 Salient featured some of their excellent ideas in two issues.


In September 1943. Salient reported the first constructive step towards a body to which students could come with both their worries and their constructive suggestions. Messrs. Boyd and Creed prepared a scheme for Faculty Committees, consisting of staff and student representatives, to discuss problems of mutual interest. The Professorial Board said, "No."


Two years later Dave Cohen proposed a similar scheme with similar results. Salient continued the battle in June, 1946, with Faculty Committees as part of its Ten Point Programme.


Then in the first issue of last year, Salient again set out its proposals. Though still under the name of Faculty Committees, the proposed Staff-Student Committees were to be set up in each Department, and were to consist of the Staff of that Department and one representative from each Stage. The scheme was fully endorsed by a General Meeting of the Association in March. Despite support from some staff members, the Professorial Board' again said "No."


So progressive Victoria "still lags behind A.U.C. and the Australian Universities. Salient urges every student to demand this necessary reform. It is the Job of every intellectually active student to see that Departmental Committees are set up at Victoria.




J.O.M.
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Prompt Assistance and Sympathy



For a large share of our life, the troubles of other colleges all dealt with the Nazi domination of Europe. The fascist attitude to education and to the students of democratic universities featured often in the editorial columns of 1941-2. Scraps of information from and about students were only too eagerly published but it was not until March 14, 1945, that Salient was able to print an issue of extracts from student papers of liberated universities in Belgium, France, the Soviet Union, and China. The most striking paragraph comes from a French students' paper. It was headed—






When Paris Rose ...


"Guns Spluttered before the great closed doors of the Ministry, which were guarded by armed men. In the courtyard inside, men of the F.F.I. mingled with their comrades of the National University Front, with graduates, teachers, professors, civil servants, students and schoolboys. Some of us stood by with loaded guns, while others worked in the office with the heads of the Department, issuing orders against traitors and collaborators, and appointing trustworthy men and women to responsible posts."


Meanwhile, in the United States, six thousand Texan students became involved in the battle of Brains against Business. On November 2, 1944, the university board dismissed without trial the president for his unwelcome views on the poll-tax and land tenure in the South. As a result of the students' demonstration the Southern Association of Colleges appointed a competent committee of "leading southern educators" to investigate the circumstances surrounding the dismissal.







Fitt Affair


At home the influence of corporate action' was most noticeable over the "Fitt Affair." This estimable professor was "libelled" in a copy of the Auckland Students Capping magazine. The council subsequently banned all student publications. The following morning the streets of Auckland were white with slogans of the oppressed.


Events moved so rapidly that no complete account was published. Following the previous night's Press report, it was moved by a timely AGM "That the executive go into the question of publishing an Auckland edition of Salient—a motion which was carried with acclamation. A second motion was also moved and carried. "That this AGM learns with regret of the 
[
unclear: suppsion] of the freedom of the press in Auckland University College and affirms that all student publications should be free from bodies outside the Students' Association."


The attitude of the student body received much publicity in the press.and this was partly responsible for the noted change in policy of the Auckland University Council.







John Child


No recent student function has caused so great a stir as the speech of John Child to the Otago University Students' Welcome Ceremony, last year. In contrast to the solidarity shown by the Auckland students during their row with the council the prevailing attitude at Otago was one of general apathy. Not only did the executive fail to give John Child the support that a president might expect, but they later dissociated themselves entirely from his action Salient could do little better than to give full, publicity and comments on the situation.


The following is reprinted from the issue of April 23. last year—


"It is a poor comment on the status of the OUSA when it is completely superseded in the democratic privilege of passing judgment on its own elected representative. Furthermore, it is unfortunate that the Executive of the OUSA should take such a gutless, apologetic attitude, smacking of the proverbial small boy who has broken a window. They have in fact, apparently deserted their own President.



* * *


"John Child expressed certain immoral views. i.e., views inimical to the moral glasshouse of upright citizens and students. That these views were couched in such obviously ironic context has been overlooked by some, by others seen, but deplored as untimely or tactless, and by some accepted in a wholesome gulp, digested and excreted.



* * *


"We suggest that the Executive of the OUSA take a more positive altitude towards the Council decisions, and that it maintain its democratic rights to manage its own affairs without peremptory, dictatorial usurpation by the College Council."








[image: DB LAGER the great Favourite from the WAITEMATA MODEL BREWERY]
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When Paris Rose ...


"Guns Spluttered before the great closed doors of the Ministry, which were guarded by armed men. In the courtyard inside, men of the F.F.I. mingled with their comrades of the National University Front, with graduates, teachers, professors, civil servants, students and schoolboys. Some of us stood by with loaded guns, while others worked in the office with the heads of the Department, issuing orders against traitors and collaborators, and appointing trustworthy men and women to responsible posts."


Meanwhile, in the United States, six thousand Texan students became involved in the battle of Brains against Business. On November 2, 1944, the university board dismissed without trial the president for his unwelcome views on the poll-tax and land tenure in the South. As a result of the students' demonstration the Southern Association of Colleges appointed a competent committee of "leading southern educators" to investigate the circumstances surrounding the dismissal.
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Fitt Affair


At home the influence of corporate action' was most noticeable over the "Fitt Affair." This estimable professor was "libelled" in a copy of the Auckland Students Capping magazine. The council subsequently banned all student publications. The following morning the streets of Auckland were white with slogans of the oppressed.


Events moved so rapidly that no complete account was published. Following the previous night's Press report, it was moved by a timely AGM "That the executive go into the question of publishing an Auckland edition of Salient—a motion which was carried with acclamation. A second motion was also moved and carried. "That this AGM learns with regret of the 
[
unclear: suppsion] of the freedom of the press in Auckland University College and affirms that all student publications should be free from bodies outside the Students' Association."


The attitude of the student body received much publicity in the press.and this was partly responsible for the noted change in policy of the Auckland University Council.
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"It is a poor comment on the status of the OUSA when it is completely superseded in the democratic privilege of passing judgment on its own elected representative. Furthermore, it is unfortunate that the Executive of the OUSA should take such a gutless, apologetic attitude, smacking of the proverbial small boy who has broken a window. They have in fact, apparently deserted their own President.



* * *


"John Child expressed certain immoral views. i.e., views inimical to the moral glasshouse of upright citizens and students. That these views were couched in such obviously ironic context has been overlooked by some, by others seen, but deplored as untimely or tactless, and by some accepted in a wholesome gulp, digested and excreted.
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Salient's Stormy Past



Upheavals of Ten Yeats Revived



Below on this page are to be found a few highlights in "Salient's" hectic career. They are not all, but are representative. For the amusement of those who are not interested in major upsets, we also present one or two minor storms. May "Salient" always create controversy and stir just one or two more people out of their apathy.






This-Our Secretary !







"It has developed into a minor war."



—
Mr. O'Brien at Undergrads' Supper.




And after much childish bickering it almost seemed that truce had been reached.


But out of a blue sky descended the stork with his little bag of tricks—one letter for "Commercial Print," printers of "Salient":—












June 13, 1946.

The Manager. Commercial Printing Co. Ltd.

Dear Sir,




The following is an extract from the minutes-of meeting of Executive held on Thursday, May 23, 1946:


"Moved Mr. Poole, seconded Miss Keys, that the Editor 'Salient' be instructed to publish on the front page of the next issue of 'Salient' a retraction of the editorial entitled Our Judgment,' this retraction to be prefaced by a statement expressing the Editor's regrets that he omitted to do this in the last issue. Mr. Campbell and Mr. Cohen to be responsible for seeing that this was done.—Carried."


As "Salient" is the official organ of the Association, the Executive will not assume responsibility for payment of your account if the issue in your hands is handed over for distribution without containing the matter referred to above.




Yours faithfully.



M. J. Poole
, Secretary.








Not only has the Executive, both as a body and as individuals failed to inform the Editor of this odd motion, unique in the history of VUCSA; not only on the eve of press has Mr. Poole assumed the role of Editor Extraordinary without the cognizance of a single student in the college, demanding of an amazed printer that he publish a stupifying series of statements in an issue already overset with routine reports: 
Not all this Without Mr. Marcus J. Poole of the Esteemed Legal Profession Descending to this Low Level of Coercion in Order to Gain his own. Ill-Deserved Ends.


Nor is "Salient" the "Official" organ of Student Opinion.



* * *


The salient points emerge from this extraordinary farrago of events:



	1.
	
The Executive has passed a most invidious motion in accordance with which the Editor is supposed to retract a statement published in the Editorial Column, a column that remains under the sole Jurisdiction of the Editor, and the opinions expressed therein the prerogative of the Editor alone, to be read and accepted as such.


	2.
	
To date, Monday 17, the Editor has not received notification of the carrying of the above motion.


	3.
	
Without the authorisation of a single person or body Mr. Poole completed in the name of the Students' Association a series of letters that Dean Swift or Frederick Engels might have envied.


	4.
	
A printer whose untiring efforts have for five years produced "Salient," unrivalled in Australasia among Student Papers for typography and quality of printing, has indicated that if this is our attitude to his work we might try elsewhere for our printers.






So much for Your Diplomacy, Mr. Poole!




Bruce Millburn. Editor.




(We reprint the above without comment.—Ed.)








"Salient" Changes Hands-1939



It all started at the Annual General Meeting when it was moved that the Students Association fee be raised to £1/10/-, such fee to include a year's subscription to Salient and one issue of Spike.


As the fight raged, a gentleman (by name of W. S. Mitchell) opposed the motion and produced seven neatly-tabulated arguments aimed at Salient's active political commentary and its very, very blassed attitude generally. A search through Salient back numbers reveals that the main bone of contention was that Mr. Mitchell had once had two letters ignored by Salient. With the objectivity of the historian we would suggest that the gentleman was very aggrieved. The editor of Salient (J. D. Freeman) then rose to the occasion and produced nine neatly-tabulated arguments (plus three sub-arguments plus statistics) why Salient should have acted in this wicked fashion and why its policy had to be biassed. Apparently one of the aggrieved gentleman's letters arrived too late and the other was irrelevant.


When the furore was at its height, Mr. Freeman offered to let Mr. Mitchell edit Salient for two issues. The challenge was accepted. The critics of Salient were in power! . . . Salient went its normal chaotic way. The standard of Journalism was no better, the general sterility pervading the articles was relieved by a few biassed letters and one or two articles expressing animosity, which for the amateur historian are the only things of interest in the issues. Mr. Mitchell in an apologetic note gave full credit to the hard work done by Mr. Freeman and his staff, and retired his team from Salient Room, still protesting a little at the blassed policy.


And the morals of the story?




	a:
	Salient would lose its virility if it did not take a determined stand on questions of the day.


	b:
	Salient will do its best to publish all opinions (when someone is interested enough to send in their opinions) with due regard to apace and the law.


	c:
	Salient does not claim to represent the whole of student opinion.


	d:
	Salient prefers a vigorous and voluntary support, and does not desire to be maintained by compulsory subscription.








Milk and Sugar?




[image: Cartoon of two people with a tea set next to them on the floor]


An upheaval of a different kind—N. Adams gives an idea of what happened when Robin Oliver and Jim Witten-Hannah were brewing tea on Ruapehu's crater. The eruption which then occurred flung them into notoriety. We publish a letter from "Salient," July 11, 1945, on the subject.



* * *


Dear Sir,—It is with mingled feelings that we hear of the attempted seismic observations of two of our tramping stalwarts, Messrs. Oliver and Witten-Hannah, and we must commend the efforts of Mr. Witten-Hannah to rescue his unconscious comrade. While we are told that their action in camping at the edge of the lake was merely the fool-hardiness of thwarted scientists with their noses to the trail, a suspicious mind inclines us to believe that a hitherto unsuspected sadism, coupled with a too inquisitive investigation of the more intimate parts of Lady Ruapehu, was probably the raison d'etre of that minx's orgasm. May we recommend our ambitious pair; let them either confine their attentions to Ngaruahoc, a male of the species, or direct their researches among the feminies of the species homo sap.


Personally, we would like to see formed a Society for the Prevention of Wanton Excitement of Volcanoes.




—
Pro Bono Volcanico.









Storm in a Tankard


—1942






Hamilton,


31st March, 1942.


The President,
Students' Association.


Dear Madam or Sir,




In view of the serious situation which is exercising the minds of all women, in New Zealand in regard to the abuse of the licensing laws and the unrestricted sale of liquor, the women of the Walkato have set up an Executive Committee, as the result of a public meeting, which will be known as the Alcoholic Reform Association.


Our platform is:—



	(a)
	We urge Government to reduce the alcoholic content of beer.


	(b)
	We urge Government to strictly enforce the licensing laws.


	(c)
	We urge Government to follow Australia's lead and reduce the manufacture of beer by 33 1-3 per cent.


	(d)
	We urge Government to reduce the hours of the sale of liquor by closing the hotels on Sat-day afternoon.




As unity is strength, we feel sure that the women and men of your district would wish to co-operate with us in this matter, and suggest that you might call a meeting and present our platform. If this is supported by your meeting we would be very pleased to receive your written endorsement. This would naturally strengthen our Association so that eventually we might make representation to the right quarters, when we have gained the whole-hearted support of our women and menfolk.



We are,

Yours faithfully,









In Reply




Dear Madam,




Your letter of the 31st March has been referred to me for reply. My Executive has unanimously rejected the proposals as outlined by your Association, and I have been instructed to state that this Association is not prepared in any way whatever to lend its support to your movement.


It is considered a most inopportune time, when so many of our men are overseas—there are about 360 students from this College alone 
[
unclear: abroac] at present to raise once again such a controversial point as an alteration to the licensing laws. One remembers with some misgivings how similar reforms were urged towards the end of last war, without our men overseas being given an opportunity to express their opinion thereupon. I may say that as the present holders of the N.Z. University Drinking Horn, the students of this College would most emphatically reject any such proposals as laid down by you, whether or not my Executive supported them.


I notice with amusement that you have not bothered to review the question of "tied houses" which, one is compelled to conclude, is probably the greatest factor against a more orderly control of the liquor trade. The 
[
unclear: idefegs] submitted for your attention for what it is worth.




Yours faithfully,


Hon. Secretary.


Much correspondence followed.
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"It has developed into a minor war."



—
Mr. O'Brien at Undergrads' Supper.




And after much childish bickering it almost seemed that truce had been reached.


But out of a blue sky descended the stork with his little bag of tricks—one letter for "Commercial Print," printers of "Salient":—












June 13, 1946.

The Manager. Commercial Printing Co. Ltd.

Dear Sir,




The following is an extract from the minutes-of meeting of Executive held on Thursday, May 23, 1946:


"Moved Mr. Poole, seconded Miss Keys, that the Editor 'Salient' be instructed to publish on the front page of the next issue of 'Salient' a retraction of the editorial entitled Our Judgment,' this retraction to be prefaced by a statement expressing the Editor's regrets that he omitted to do this in the last issue. Mr. Campbell and Mr. Cohen to be responsible for seeing that this was done.—Carried."


As "Salient" is the official organ of the Association, the Executive will not assume responsibility for payment of your account if the issue in your hands is handed over for distribution without containing the matter referred to above.




Yours faithfully.



M. J. Poole
, Secretary.








Not only has the Executive, both as a body and as individuals failed to inform the Editor of this odd motion, unique in the history of VUCSA; not only on the eve of press has Mr. Poole assumed the role of Editor Extraordinary without the cognizance of a single student in the college, demanding of an amazed printer that he publish a stupifying series of statements in an issue already overset with routine reports: 
Not all this Without Mr. Marcus J. Poole of the Esteemed Legal Profession Descending to this Low Level of Coercion in Order to Gain his own. Ill-Deserved Ends.


Nor is "Salient" the "Official" organ of Student Opinion.



* * *


The salient points emerge from this extraordinary farrago of events:



	1.
	
The Executive has passed a most invidious motion in accordance with which the Editor is supposed to retract a statement published in the Editorial Column, a column that remains under the sole Jurisdiction of the Editor, and the opinions expressed therein the prerogative of the Editor alone, to be read and accepted as such.


	2.
	
To date, Monday 17, the Editor has not received notification of the carrying of the above motion.


	3.
	
Without the authorisation of a single person or body Mr. Poole completed in the name of the Students' Association a series of letters that Dean Swift or Frederick Engels might have envied.


	4.
	
A printer whose untiring efforts have for five years produced "Salient," unrivalled in Australasia among Student Papers for typography and quality of printing, has indicated that if this is our attitude to his work we might try elsewhere for our printers.






So much for Your Diplomacy, Mr. Poole!




Bruce Millburn. Editor.




(We reprint the above without comment.—Ed.)
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"Salient" Changes Hands-1939



It all started at the Annual General Meeting when it was moved that the Students Association fee be raised to £1/10/-, such fee to include a year's subscription to Salient and one issue of Spike.


As the fight raged, a gentleman (by name of W. S. Mitchell) opposed the motion and produced seven neatly-tabulated arguments aimed at Salient's active political commentary and its very, very blassed attitude generally. A search through Salient back numbers reveals that the main bone of contention was that Mr. Mitchell had once had two letters ignored by Salient. With the objectivity of the historian we would suggest that the gentleman was very aggrieved. The editor of Salient (J. D. Freeman) then rose to the occasion and produced nine neatly-tabulated arguments (plus three sub-arguments plus statistics) why Salient should have acted in this wicked fashion and why its policy had to be biassed. Apparently one of the aggrieved gentleman's letters arrived too late and the other was irrelevant.


When the furore was at its height, Mr. Freeman offered to let Mr. Mitchell edit Salient for two issues. The challenge was accepted. The critics of Salient were in power! . . . Salient went its normal chaotic way. The standard of Journalism was no better, the general sterility pervading the articles was relieved by a few biassed letters and one or two articles expressing animosity, which for the amateur historian are the only things of interest in the issues. Mr. Mitchell in an apologetic note gave full credit to the hard work done by Mr. Freeman and his staff, and retired his team from Salient Room, still protesting a little at the blassed policy.


And the morals of the story?




	a:
	Salient would lose its virility if it did not take a determined stand on questions of the day.


	b:
	Salient will do its best to publish all opinions (when someone is interested enough to send in their opinions) with due regard to apace and the law.


	c:
	Salient does not claim to represent the whole of student opinion.


	d:
	Salient prefers a vigorous and voluntary support, and does not desire to be maintained by compulsory subscription.
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An upheaval of a different kind—N. Adams gives an idea of what happened when Robin Oliver and Jim Witten-Hannah were brewing tea on Ruapehu's crater. The eruption which then occurred flung them into notoriety. We publish a letter from "Salient," July 11, 1945, on the subject.



* * *


Dear Sir,—It is with mingled feelings that we hear of the attempted seismic observations of two of our tramping stalwarts, Messrs. Oliver and Witten-Hannah, and we must commend the efforts of Mr. Witten-Hannah to rescue his unconscious comrade. While we are told that their action in camping at the edge of the lake was merely the fool-hardiness of thwarted scientists with their noses to the trail, a suspicious mind inclines us to believe that a hitherto unsuspected sadism, coupled with a too inquisitive investigation of the more intimate parts of Lady Ruapehu, was probably the raison d'etre of that minx's orgasm. May we recommend our ambitious pair; let them either confine their attentions to Ngaruahoc, a male of the species, or direct their researches among the feminies of the species homo sap.


Personally, we would like to see formed a Society for the Prevention of Wanton Excitement of Volcanoes.




—
Pro Bono Volcanico.
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—1942






Hamilton,


31st March, 1942.


The President,
Students' Association.


Dear Madam or Sir,




In view of the serious situation which is exercising the minds of all women, in New Zealand in regard to the abuse of the licensing laws and the unrestricted sale of liquor, the women of the Walkato have set up an Executive Committee, as the result of a public meeting, which will be known as the Alcoholic Reform Association.


Our platform is:—



	(a)
	We urge Government to reduce the alcoholic content of beer.


	(b)
	We urge Government to strictly enforce the licensing laws.


	(c)
	We urge Government to follow Australia's lead and reduce the manufacture of beer by 33 1-3 per cent.


	(d)
	We urge Government to reduce the hours of the sale of liquor by closing the hotels on Sat-day afternoon.




As unity is strength, we feel sure that the women and men of your district would wish to co-operate with us in this matter, and suggest that you might call a meeting and present our platform. If this is supported by your meeting we would be very pleased to receive your written endorsement. This would naturally strengthen our Association so that eventually we might make representation to the right quarters, when we have gained the whole-hearted support of our women and menfolk.



We are,

Yours faithfully,









In Reply




Dear Madam,




Your letter of the 31st March has been referred to me for reply. My Executive has unanimously rejected the proposals as outlined by your Association, and I have been instructed to state that this Association is not prepared in any way whatever to lend its support to your movement.


It is considered a most inopportune time, when so many of our men are overseas—there are about 360 students from this College alone 
[
unclear: abroac] at present to raise once again such a controversial point as an alteration to the licensing laws. One remembers with some misgivings how similar reforms were urged towards the end of last war, without our men overseas being given an opportunity to express their opinion thereupon. I may say that as the present holders of the N.Z. University Drinking Horn, the students of this College would most emphatically reject any such proposals as laid down by you, whether or not my Executive supported them.


I notice with amusement that you have not bothered to review the question of "tied houses" which, one is compelled to conclude, is probably the greatest factor against a more orderly control of the liquor trade. The 
[
unclear: idefegs] submitted for your attention for what it is worth.




Yours faithfully,


Hon. Secretary.


Much correspondence followed.
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The President,
Students' Association.


Dear Madam or Sir,




In view of the serious situation which is exercising the minds of all women, in New Zealand in regard to the abuse of the licensing laws and the unrestricted sale of liquor, the women of the Walkato have set up an Executive Committee, as the result of a public meeting, which will be known as the Alcoholic Reform Association.


Our platform is:—



	(a)
	We urge Government to reduce the alcoholic content of beer.


	(b)
	We urge Government to strictly enforce the licensing laws.
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	We urge Government to follow Australia's lead and reduce the manufacture of beer by 33 1-3 per cent.


	(d)
	We urge Government to reduce the hours of the sale of liquor by closing the hotels on Sat-day afternoon.




As unity is strength, we feel sure that the women and men of your district would wish to co-operate with us in this matter, and suggest that you might call a meeting and present our platform. If this is supported by your meeting we would be very pleased to receive your written endorsement. This would naturally strengthen our Association so that eventually we might make representation to the right quarters, when we have gained the whole-hearted support of our women and menfolk.



We are,

Yours faithfully,
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Dear Madam,




Your letter of the 31st March has been referred to me for reply. My Executive has unanimously rejected the proposals as outlined by your Association, and I have been instructed to state that this Association is not prepared in any way whatever to lend its support to your movement.


It is considered a most inopportune time, when so many of our men are overseas—there are about 360 students from this College alone 
[
unclear: abroac] at present to raise once again such a controversial point as an alteration to the licensing laws. One remembers with some misgivings how similar reforms were urged towards the end of last war, without our men overseas being given an opportunity to express their opinion thereupon. I may say that as the present holders of the N.Z. University Drinking Horn, the students of this College would most emphatically reject any such proposals as laid down by you, whether or not my Executive supported them.


I notice with amusement that you have not bothered to review the question of "tied houses" which, one is compelled to conclude, is probably the greatest factor against a more orderly control of the liquor trade. The 
[
unclear: idefegs] submitted for your attention for what it is worth.




Yours faithfully,


Hon. Secretary.


Much correspondence followed.
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[Exam fees]





In one of the earliest issues of Salient, 1944, the fact was brought to the notice of V.U.C. students that the Senate had decided to raise the exam fees. The rise was in most cases from 60 to 100 per cent. This decision was made, with no warning to the student bodies.


As was pointed out by Salient, the University is subsidized by the State. The student, however, is not; in many cases he lives on a minimum income and these extensive increases would probably prevent many students from continuing their studies to the honours stage. It should be noted here that Government bursaries have not been increased to assist in this and other rising costs of living.
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Exam. Fees


Reaction in the universities was immediate. A petition was drawn up by the Examination Fee Committee appointed by N.Z.U.S.A. and sent to the constituent colleges, training colleges and commercial colleges. The committee also made inquiries to the Price Tribunal, and sent letters solociting support to organizations such as N.Z.E.I., and the Junior Chamber of Commerce; to these letters encouraging answers were received. Salient was unable to report any further progress for almost a year. During this time the Senate who had been approached, politely but firmly said that they were unable to make any statements until the results of the Court of Appeal case N.Z.U.S.A. v. Senate were announced.


We regret to state that the case was lost. This may be attributed to the fact that the Price Tribunal was unable to take any stabilizing action as "the University sells nothing, neither does it perform any service to the community:"


So there the matter rested, until in 1947 it was quietly announced that a reduction of a whole two shillings per paper had been made.
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Clasping Dances Slated By Clergyman


Vehement adjudgment of modern dancing was recently pronounced at an Australian church conference. That a woman should marry when scores of other men have had their passions roused by her, was a thought that revolted the Rev. Semmens and
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Debating Society



Wit and Slips on Friday Nights





Salient has during the past years been lightened by reports of the witticisms and faux pas which regularly emerge from VUC debates. As it is impossible to give a resume of the multifarious activities of that lively University Society, we present for your delight a few keys to unlock the door of memory of those enjoyable Friday nights.



1943: I admit I'm a bit of a sceptic about Russia. Blessed are the meek, but there's only one blessed Meek about this show.


1941: Government of the People, by the Chambers of Commerce, for the Associated Banks.—J. W. Winchester on the Doidges and Harkers.


1944: "Does Salient stink? Well, the editor works very hard." Thus spake John Ziman on the topic of the day, August, 1944. Mr Campion said that Salient was run by a mysterious Red Octopus with long tentacles. This was proved by the pink scribbling pads in Salient room. And Mr. Mabbett suggested that Salient represented only the opinions of a few Communists, Catholics, Christians and other cranks. "The cafeteria used to give you indigestion, but Salient fixed all that."—Mr; Hartley: and Mr. O'Flynn in reply to an interjector: "I can't hear you and I don't think I should try."



The present foreign policy of the Soviet Union is a menace to world peace. April, 1946—Lost.


Mr. MacCreary: "That strange monster, the Soviet Ambassador's car. . . . What country seeking war would sink its resources in such a phenomenon?"


Mr. Winchester: "Some of the speakers seem to be in a state of nervous pregnancy."



That the present policy of U.S.A. is one of imperialist expansion. May, 1946—Carried.


Mr. Solomon: "Insidious campaign to make NZ the 49th State . . . monopoly of the taxicab service . . . concatinistic continuity."


Mr. Ron Smith: "A little pressure from the White House,' and they get no more tooth-paste." (Int.: "Squeeze 'em.")



Mr. Lovell: "I Just got up to correct a few facts. I read 'Harper's' and the 'Readers' Digest.'



That the B.M.A. is hampering the progress of medical services in N.Z. May, 1946—Carried.


Mr. Chorlton made three points only. One or them concerned the subject of the debate. "The B.M.A. should run the Government like all the other unions."



That the British proposals for India are in the best interests of Indian people. July, 1946. Boat.


Ben. O'Connor: If these proposals don't mean freedom for the Indian people then I'll join the Communist Party! (Cheers). "I've got an application form here," Jim W. was seen to get a fountain pen from his pocket in preparation.


Mr. Hickey (seconding O'Connor): "Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, and Communists"—The people of India will decide for themselves under the new constitution. In India you have plagues, floods ('and the English for 200 years'). The English must get out quickly."







Impromptu Debates



3. That red bluegums should be planted to further the White Australia Policy.


Mr: McCreary's speech was a Rhapsody in Blue and just about every other colour of the rainbow. Claiming that red bluegums were sticky, and barking up the wrong tree was a bad thing, he decided to leaf it alone and not go through the awful messy business again. Cries of "eucalyptus you."


The motion was carried.



6. That an Executive, grant should be made to provide liquor in the Gym.


Mr. O'Flynn was in reminiscent mood and told an amusing story of the days when men with torches prowled round the Gym, to surprise unwary tipplers. A student dashing round the Gym. with a bottle of beer under each arm. a man with a torch in hot pursuit, and a well-known member of the Professorial Board running third.



10. That familiarity breeds.


Mr. Cohen went from breeding to begetting and likened the smouldering fire in the heart of the male to a compost heap. He simply couldn't conceive what this smouldering fire led to. Mrs. Cohen from the audience: "You ought to know."







Debaters Please Note


Do not think of knocking out another person's brains because he differs in opinion from you; it would be as rational to knock yourself on the head because you differ from yourself ten years ago.


March 14 1945.




[image: Extra V. 1946]

Extra V. 1946


Peter Pansy Emerges





he amplified his initial remarks, in no uncertain terms. ... It would be absurd to suggest that ... all dancers are sinners, but we cannot take the risk or the responsibility of providing opportunity which leads to promiscuity. . Nothing can Justify jitter bugglng in which girls are upturned to show their panties."


Pending further action all dancers are to adhere to these rules. Girls to provide themselves with the following articles: (a) One suit of mail armour; (b) one padlock, key to be swallowed; (c) slacks only for jitter-buggers.


Men.—All hip pockets to be removed; the following are forbidden: Skeleton keys; emetics, laxatives, tin openers and oxyacetylene flames. Women must wear helmets with visors, men will wear moustaches— the cemetery is to be picketed and flood lit. All dancing will be under supervision. Any man whose passions are raised or any woman who suspects that her sanctity is being lowered, will immediately contact a responsible member of the social committee who will provide the necessary precautions.


(P.6. No. 4, 1945.)
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[Introduction]





Salient has during the past years been lightened by reports of the witticisms and faux pas which regularly emerge from VUC debates. As it is impossible to give a resume of the multifarious activities of that lively University Society, we present for your delight a few keys to unlock the door of memory of those enjoyable Friday nights.



1943: I admit I'm a bit of a sceptic about Russia. Blessed are the meek, but there's only one blessed Meek about this show.


1941: Government of the People, by the Chambers of Commerce, for the Associated Banks.—J. W. Winchester on the Doidges and Harkers.


1944: "Does Salient stink? Well, the editor works very hard." Thus spake John Ziman on the topic of the day, August, 1944. Mr Campion said that Salient was run by a mysterious Red Octopus with long tentacles. This was proved by the pink scribbling pads in Salient room. And Mr. Mabbett suggested that Salient represented only the opinions of a few Communists, Catholics, Christians and other cranks. "The cafeteria used to give you indigestion, but Salient fixed all that."—Mr; Hartley: and Mr. O'Flynn in reply to an interjector: "I can't hear you and I don't think I should try."



The present foreign policy of the Soviet Union is a menace to world peace. April, 1946—Lost.


Mr. MacCreary: "That strange monster, the Soviet Ambassador's car. . . . What country seeking war would sink its resources in such a phenomenon?"


Mr. Winchester: "Some of the speakers seem to be in a state of nervous pregnancy."



That the present policy of U.S.A. is one of imperialist expansion. May, 1946—Carried.


Mr. Solomon: "Insidious campaign to make NZ the 49th State . . . monopoly of the taxicab service . . . concatinistic continuity."


Mr. Ron Smith: "A little pressure from the White House,' and they get no more tooth-paste." (Int.: "Squeeze 'em.")



Mr. Lovell: "I Just got up to correct a few facts. I read 'Harper's' and the 'Readers' Digest.'



That the B.M.A. is hampering the progress of medical services in N.Z. May, 1946—Carried.


Mr. Chorlton made three points only. One or them concerned the subject of the debate. "The B.M.A. should run the Government like all the other unions."



That the British proposals for India are in the best interests of Indian people. July, 1946. Boat.


Ben. O'Connor: If these proposals don't mean freedom for the Indian people then I'll join the Communist Party! (Cheers). "I've got an application form here," Jim W. was seen to get a fountain pen from his pocket in preparation.


Mr. Hickey (seconding O'Connor): "Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, and Communists"—The people of India will decide for themselves under the new constitution. In India you have plagues, floods ('and the English for 200 years'). The English must get out quickly."
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Salient Goes to Print: Allah be Praised





Salient Goes to Print: Allah be Praised





The Editor walked into the sumptuous Headquarters of Salient one day, ad found a 900-word article on the file. He read it and thought it was about time that somebody knew just how the paper was run. A little investigation revealed that it had been written by one of the staff, apparently as an apology for his non-attendance at the allocation meeting the previous night. We print it, probably to bolster up our flagging morale or inflate our ever-present self-esteem.



Fortnightly, generally promptly, the Salient reader pays his thrippence and digests the College news. Few consider how this news is got to him.


At the beginning of each year, a notice calls for voluntary staff as sub-editors, reporters and other officers. There is no pay attached to, these positions, and no "perks" other than a free copy of the current Salient.


On Wednesday night (st night) Salient is issued, and the same evening sees the staff meet for assignment for the next issue. Every club meeting has to be allotted tentative space. Editorial, special articles, features, illustrations, advertising space, must all be considered two weeks ahead of issue, and a balance struck. The Art department is first off the mark. Decision is made as to what illustration is needed. The artist has to be contacted and the original drawn, or a photo has to be acquired or taken, prints made, and be in the block-makers' hands by Friday (3rd day) afternoon. It takes ten days to make a block.






Subbing


The bulk of material is handed in by reporters on Wednesday (8th day) when the subbing staff sorts out the wheat from the chaff, and prepares what is to be published. Newspapers sub-edit mainly with scissors and paste but professional reporters write to a formula, so that necessary cuts can be made without having to recast. Salient contributions, without exception, have to be recast—which means re-writing.


Now it is one thing to re-write a clean typescript, and quite another to re-write or even read a pencil copy written on the back of an old letter, with corrections re-corrected in pencil. (Yes, it actually happens). Such copy, though it be word perfect, must be typed before it can go to the printer. The compositor makes two correct taps per second on a machine ten times more involved than a typewriter, every second of the working day, so cannot be expected to edit copy wholesale. If such copy MUST go in, it is subject, and rightly so, to surcharge. A major fault In both reporters and contributors is that copy is too discursive and loosely written. All such copy has to be re-written. Finally, a "style" is set for Salient as for every other publication, which should be generally followed. The professional writer follows style no matter to which paper he is writing. He also writes to the space available whether it be 100 words, or 1,000. Yet, if by any unforseen chance his space is short, and his copy must be cut, it can be slashed to the bone with scissors and paste, and yet remain a reasonable, balanced write-up.


While we cannot expect such a standard from Salient contributors, the present standard can be bettered. There should not be the need for one sub-editor alone to re-write 2,500 words of a single issue as happens now.


As much material as possible is typed before it goes to the printer. Good legible ink script can be passed if necessary. Heads, sub-heads, leaders, legends and general typography are worked out for every article, and the whole of the edited MSS are sent to the printer by Thursday (9th day). Sunday (12th day) sees the editors and subs busy again proof reading and doing make up. Each page is pasted up from the proofs, and this paste-up goes back to the printer on Monday (13th day) for printing so that Salient can be issued two days later Stop Press items often displace other material so that the whole page has to be re-arranged.






Salient's Tone


It must be remembered that reporters and other staff are also students, often part-timers, getting the paper out at considerable personal inconvenience.


Reporters cannot be expected to give over every night in the week to cover meetings. Hence coverage devolves upon club secretaries, or a member of the club appointed publicity officer to keep Salient informed of what goes on. Some activities, of course, are covered automatically. e.g.. Exec meetings. NZUSA, VUCSA. meetings, films and special assignments. It is up to the clubs themselves to make their activities known to the reporter who covers that particular branch. There is too. a letter box in Salient door.


Salient, like any other paper, is willing to print any news item of general interest to students. It is willing to print writing, illustration, cartoons, photos or sufficient merit and general appeal. We have been accused at various times of dirty yellow journalism. Red Revolution, and of presenting only one side of a question. We have no apologies to make. We print practically every MS that comes to us, and are rarely overset for more than an issue or so, and so if only one side of a question appears, it can only be assumed that the other side has been moved to burst into tears, but not into print.


The aim of Salient is to publish every week. Unless there is a greater increase in both quantity and quality of MSS. this will not be possible. A few hints may not be misplaced:—


You think that something should be done about something? Then say so!


You have a constructive criticism to make? Then make it! You disagree with a viewpoint expressed by another contributor? Then give us yours! You have read a new book of great interest? Review i!


In writing, make a rough draft, saying all that you want to say. Next day, read it over, tear it up. And rewrite it. Leave it another day. Now write it again, cutting out all those high falutin phrases, compressing it by half, and getting into the guts of the matter. Leave it another day, and then edit harshly. With radical surgery cut out those pretty phrases that remain, excise those loose words and constructions. Type a fair copy, or write it legibly in ink, and send it in. Later you will be able to run off copy that can go to the printing unmarked by subbing.


Finally, remember that Salient is "An Organ of Student Opinion." is sent to many other universities. The views in Salient are read not only in NZ, but also Australia. Canada. USA. Great Britain and South Africa, so it is not purely parochial. Your opinions are of interest to the rest of the College and may be of still more interest to the outside student world.





A cursory glance through ten years of Salient reports on Tournament and sporting clubs shows a lamentable series of failures to obtain the coveted shield, but a most praiseworthy optimism and a great deal of very hard work put in by hopeful athletes. At times, individual members of clubs and individual teams have hit the headlines in local or national sporting meetings. Salient, however, which deals in headlines, thinks that perhaps it would be better to forget the minor victories and major losses and present the following headline from Vol. 1 No. 7 (April 27, 1938) as a beacon and a spur to further endeavour:—




Cinderella's Dream Comes True V.U.C. 
Wins Tournament Shield Stout Work at Auckland
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Boots, Boots


At a meeting last year, representatives of all the Wellington tramping clubs agreed that the best place in the Tararuas for a new hut was at the foot of the Block XVI track, nearly an hour up the Tauherenikau River from the Chalet, and 2
4 hours from the road.


Ted Bradstock, our delegate at this meeting, now heads an active subcommittee whose aim is to have the roof on the hut before the end of the term. Everyone connected with the Club is very pleased to see this much-needed job under way. Firstly, it is to be a memorial to Roy Dickson and Stan Allaway, who were killed in an accident last year. A suitable plaque has been ordered. With our own hut, we will be able to repay the hospitality other clubs have been extending us all these years. There won't be any tramps offering this term except working parties into the hut site. We hope to see you there. There will be plenty of jobs, all equally important, from bushwhacking to billy-boiling.


To make this a worthy memorial, funds will be required. You will hear more of this later—plenty more.


A bird's-eye view of the Finnish front in a blinding snowstorm. In the foreground are eighteen Finnish skiers in white parkas huddled behind a snowbank, ready to surround and annihilate a Russian division (their fourth this week). To their left is a column of Russian tanks destroyed by a Finnish schoolboy, the snow-covered mound to their right hides the bodies of five blind men, six workers' children, and a one-armed rheumatic old woman (sole support of a family of twelve), who were machine-gunned by a Red air fleet. Just beyond the woods the Red troops are retreating wildly from the Suo-mussalmi towards the Soviet border, without shoes, uniforms or underwear. Some are tearing the bark off trees to appease their mad hunger. (They haven't eaten since the Tsarist regime.) The eye-witness reporters in the snow-filled shell-hole nearby are Harold Denny, Webb Miller and Mr. X (the source of reliable reports). The huge Soviet bomber hanging from the tree was brought down by a member of the Helsinki Girls' Foils Club (a junior member). The camouflaged igloo on skis near the lake is the Finnish Army field headquarters, and the naked men near the igloo are Red deserters from Georgia, who report that the sun never shines in the Soviet Union. The fresh ski-tracks in the middle foreground were made by Colonel X and his adjutant, who are off to bomb the Murmansk railroad for the late city edition. The snow covered figure on the white horse leading the white-clad troops in the blinding snowstorm in the struggle for democracy is Baron Mannerheim.


P.B. & B.G. 27/6/40.


The next "Salient" will be a Tournament issue—at least we hope so. Copy is due a fortnight from today, and it is absolutely essential that it be in on time. Let us know your teams, their prospects, and any outstanding competitors you may have.


The Printer accepts only copy which is typed double space on half sheets of foolscap. This is important. Remember 12th March is the absolute deadline.


We also need a Sports Staff, and for a change some members of Sports Clubs would be welcome. If you are interested, the next meeting is on Wednesday, 10th March, at 7 p.m. in "Salient" Room.
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Whither Goes Your Stud. Ass. Fee?


"Where does the Students' Association fee go?"


This is a question which is often asked by freshers and is of interest to all students.


The revenue from this source, after a small deduction by the College office of a collection fee. is administered by the Executive which is elected annually by students.


A predetermined part of each fee goes automatically to the Building Fund, which one day will be spent on a Students' Union.


The major portion is used in grants to sports and cultural clubs; the running of social functions (including tournaments, tea dances, balls, under-grads' supper, Extrav., Capping, etc); the issue of College publications ("Salient" and "Spike"); and in administering the cafeteria. The wages of the office assistant and payments for upkeep of the gym., etc., are also charges met by this money. In addition, nearly £700 per annum is paid in wages for an accountant and office staff.


The Students' Association caters for a wide diversity of student interests as will be noted from the list of Clubs given below.


Victoria's fee is extremely reasonable when compared with other N. Z. University Colleges, where extra fees are paid for joining each club.


On payment of the Students' Assn. fee you automatically become a member of all the following clubs, all clubs welcome new members:
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Sports Clubs



	Athletic

	Association Football

	Basketball

	Boxing

	Cricket

	Football

	Women Gym.

	Harrier

	Men's and Women's Hockey

	Min. Rifle

	Rowing

	Swimming

	Table Tennis

	Tennis

	Tramping

	Fencing
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Culture, Etc




Culture, Etc.



	Biological Society

	Chem. Society

	Debating Society

	Dramatic

	Glee Club

	Gramophone Club

	International Relations Club

	Law Faculty Club

	Maths, and Physics Society

	Musicmakers' Club

	Photographic Club



Watch the notice boards and the cafeteria for announcement of meetings and practices.
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Swords in Line




[image: We hope that Neville Lodge's impression of Tournament is not responsible for VUC's losses, but we do know that Victoria can be proud of her work as host college.]
We hope that Neville Lodge's impression of Tournament is not responsible for VUC's losses, but we do know that Victoria can be proud of her work as host college.




Although the editors do not realize it (and certainly are not responsible for it) there is a large gap in the S.C.M. Student Handbook this year. So, to fill this gap and to give freshers all the vital information they really need for their first eventful year, we are publishing the Swords Club Notes. In the words of all the best advertisements, freshers should "cut out this coupon" and (no—don't send it to the editor) add it to the pile of lecture notes, text books. Salients, and all the other indispensable printed matter which is constantly referred to by the wise student.


The Swords Club started its activities at Victoria in 1945 and has had a vigorous and successful, though short, life. In the Winter Tournaments of 1946 and 1947, the team won the fencing and in the first year collected two N.Z.U. Blues. In 1947 one of the club members captained the N.Z.U. team which defeated the Wellington Swords Club by 15 bouts to 1. Last year a women's team fought at Tournament, and it is hoped that a team of four men and four women will be travelling to Christchurch this year for Winter Tournament.


The club's record is tribute enough to an excellent coach, Mr. Dickson, who will instruct club members in sabre and epee as well as foil. New members will be welcomed by a band of enthusiasts, and for those who have not their own foils a limited amount of club gear is available.


Watch the notice-boards for the time and place of the first meeting, which will be early in March.


Club Captain: Peter Hampton.


Club Secretary: Nannette Broom.


* * *


Murgatroyd


Was a cow more athletic than Mudderly.


She hopped a fence and was


Destroyed


Udderly.


April 18, 1945.
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[adverts]






[image: If it's Sports Goods You'll find them at THE SPORTS DEPOT [Witcombe & Caldwell Ltd.] 45 WILLIS STREET, WELLINGTON "For All Good Sports Goods"]




[image: Meet you at THE EMPIRE THE STUDENTS' HOTEL * Willis Street, Wellington]




[image: P.O. BOX 367 TELEPHONE 40-907 SOUTH'S BOOK DEPOT 8 WILLIS STREET, WELLINGTON All kinds of books and particularly University Text Books are obtainable at South's, where, along with set books are many recommended books of the kind you require, also a selection of reading surrounding each of your subjects. Use Our Mail Order Service SOUTH'S for BOOKS]



Universal Printing Products Ltd.
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SATURDAY NIGHT IS SPEEDWAY NIGHT

Thrilling spectacle as daredevils ride the cinders at Hutt Speedway opposite
Park Avenue.

8.5 P.M. SATURDAY NIGHTS
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Ask For

O’HALLORAN'S
Natural Ale

Brewed and Bottled by
O'HALLORAN'S BREWERY Litd.
17-19 STURDEE STREET

Tel. 52393, P.O. Box 68, Te Aro.
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SOUTH’S BOOK DEPOT

8 WILLIS STREET, WELLINGTON

All kinds of books and particularly
University Text Books

sre abiaionble 3t Souti'n, where, long. with
et books are many. resommended books of
the kind you require, ko & selection of
riuding. surcounting. cach of Your sublects.

Use Our Mall Onder Service

SOUTH'S for BOOKS
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Meet you at

THE EMPIRE

THE

STUDENTS’
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! Willis Street, Wellington
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Sports Goods

You'll find them at

THE SPORTS DEPOT

[Witcombe & Caldwell Ltd.]
45 WILLIS STREET,
WELLINGTON

**For All Good Sports
Goods™
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TEXT BOOKS

POSSIBLE SHORTAGE
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PURCHASE EARLY !

WHITCOMBE & TOMBS

LAMETON QUAY
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Comfort
and
Enjoyment

—at—

BARRETTS HOTEL

with
Ballins  Draught XXXX
Ballins Bottled Beer

E. J. FROST,
Proprietor
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G As THE MODERN FUEL

YOU EAT
YOU NEED WARMTH
YOU NEED BATHS AND
HOT SHOWERS
OBTAIN:
GAS COOKING
HEATING
Hot Water Appllances

from

WELLINGTON GAS Co.
For all Gas Equipment
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ENGLISH STUDENTS
v 3ttt

KATHERINE MANSFIELD'S SELECTED STORIES

Price 8s. 6.

Also a wide range of English classics and the
best modern authors

at

MODERN BOOKS

Msaners Street (opp. Schneldemann's)
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UNITY THEATRE

presents

KING LEAR

S T
William Shakespeare
at the
CONCERT CHAMBER,
TOWN HALL
from
10th to 13th March

Tickets_and reservations
and Modern Books
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