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In Defence of Gossip





In Defence of Gossip



By W. H. A.






Three issues ago "Salient" inaugurated a Gossip Column. Since then it has been praised—and condemned. There are those who have smiled on it; there are those who have frowned on it; and some we fear who almost made up their minds to spit upon it. Despite all this, the idea of a Gossip Column is, we feel, on intuitive grounds, a sound one. But even though there is really no need at all to do so, we intend to vindicate ourselves.


Here is an article that sets out with the intention of defending the institution of Gossip and makes a fist of it. May it be enjoyed in the reading.



Let's be honest. When you open your newspaper, as soon as you have made sure that England hasn't declared war, or been bombed, what do you look at? Why, the gossip columns! And as for books, if you had to choose between the serious study and the amusing gossip, say, between Clarendon's History of the Rebellion and John Aubrey's Scandal and Credulities, wouldn't you choose the latter? Of course you would! Who would rather learn the facts of Augustus' imperial policy than discover that he had spots on stomach? No one.







Pleasure of Curiosity.


Few of the human passions can be guaranteed to last. Sooner or later we all grow too old for love, and even the Joys of eating and drinking depend upon the caprices of our digestion. Tobacco? Yes, possibly, but the only pleasure we can absolutely count on to last as long as life itself is the one which distinguishes us from the beasts, the pleasure of curiosity; and, of all the exciting and interesting things which happen round about us, the behaviour of our neighbours is the most fascinating. I know that there are people who would rather find a lesser spotted woodpecker in a wood than their churchwarden with a chorus girl in a teashop, but these are the real eccentrics.


Then again, a lot of us have work we are interested in, but that's shop, and what a bore the fellow is who will talk shop in general company, the stockbroker who holds forth about bulls and bears to people who have never got nearer one than the Zoo—so un-English, don't you think? Or the lady who insists on giving you the latest bulletins from her nursery: the baby-snob, she's a terror.


No; shop can be the most absorbing of all forms of conversation, but for heaven's sake let's keep it in its proper place.


But you and I, I hope, are not bored. Whatever our consciences may say, whenever we meet our friends, as soon as the conventional inquiries about health and babies are over, we settle down to a cosy little gossip.


I saw John the other day. You know he's engaged.


I did hear something about it. She's very rich, isn't she?


Yes, her parents are perfectly furious. He turned up at a party at their house in a hired dress suit!


How's that friend of his? The one who's so 
[
unclear: worried] about his hair?


Oh. David, you mean. I saw him last week at a 
[
unclear: cocktail] party. He was tight, and insisted on talking French all the time. But It wasn't very good French. He'll be as bold as a coot in a few years' time. Talking of David, how's Helen?


Not drinking quite as much as she used to. I think she's lovely, don't you?


Yes. But, Christmas! How stupid!


That's the trouble. She knows she's a bore.


The one I'm sorry for is that child of hers, left alone all day with that ogre of a nurse. My dear, she positively eats him. And so on and so on. We all do it, and no policeman or clergyman will over stop us. But gossip Is still listed officially as a vice, the kind of thing we do ourselves, hut punish children for doing.







Is Gossip a Vice?


Well, is it really a vice? Never, we are told, say anything about other people that you wouldn't like to hear said about yourself. This is ridiculous and Impossible. If we were really to act on this, we should never say anything about anybody except that he or she was the nicest, most beautiful and intelligent person in the whole world, because nobody is satisfied with less praise. We all really think that we are the nicest person in the world: if we didn't we should commit suicide. Perhaps at the bottom of our hearts we suspect that this isn't true, but we quite rightly expect our friends to behave in our company as If It were. We are not so foolish as to expect them to believe It. though. We all know that they'll say something very different, and perhaps nearer the truth, the moment our back is turned. Just as we shall about them, but who cares? As long as we don't actually hear the catty remark, we are happy. It's this that stops most of us from reading other people's letters and listening at keyholes. We are terrified of coming across some unfiattering reference to ourselves as in those horrifying advertisement strips. "James asks me how I liked his book: I had to pretend I'd read it." or "Poor Jean is under the illusion that she still looks twenty-three." You know the kind of thing.


Gossip has fallen under a cloud because of the people who abuse it. I remember once as a small boy when my elder brother repeated at a tea-party, where a certain lady was present, a remark of my aunt's to the effect that the lady smelt. For the next few days, to all his toys, to his sponge and toothbrush and all his belongings, he found a paper pinned on which were written the words. 'Never Repeat.'







Or a Creative Work of Art?


Another objection raised to gossip is that it causes mischief. As the result of a loose tongue, someone loses his Job or divorces her husband. This is not the fault of gossip, but of the kind of people one gossips with. There are some kinds of people in whose presence you should shut up like an oyster:people with strong moral views, members of Watch-Committees or Purity Leagues, natural policemen, schoolmasters. If you really mind what people do you have no right to gossip. But there's no reason whatever why gossip should make mischief. As a game played under the right rules It's an act of friendliness, a release of the feelings, and a creative work of art.


I began by saying that an interest in one's neighbours is common to all the human race. Common, too, at least to all nice people, is a love of conversation and a dislike of being alone. There are people who would rather play bridge or tennis nr do something rather than talk, but I think that rather unfriendly, don't you? Still worse is the person who sits in the corner saying nothing, and then goes home and writes It all up in a little black diary. He is a spy, and should be treated as such. No: you can be quite sure that the person who dislikes talking dislikes the entire human race, himself included, which is worse than the person who talks shop all the time, who at least likes himself.


A friendly person is interested In other people, and tries to talk about the things which interest them. Cut out gossip and there'll be no conversation left except shop, smoke-room stories, and the most vapid kind of tea-table talk. I'd rather be dead.


Secondly, gossip is the greatest safety valve to the emotions that exists. Psychologists tell us that we all nourish secret grudges, hatreds, jealousies, resentments against even our nearest and dearest, and that the cure lies in getting them off our chests. When we gossip, we do for nothing in the street or the parlour what we should have to pay two guineas an hour for doing in the consulting room. How often I have worked off ill-feeling against friends by telling some rather malicious stories about them, and as a result met them again with the feeling quite gone. And I expect you've done the same. When one reads in the papers of some unfortunate man who has gone for his wife with a razor, one can be pretty certain that he wasn't a great gossip. Very few gossips end in asylums or the condemned cell. It is cheaper than going to a doctor, and much nicer than actually having a row with our friends.


Lastly, gossip is creative. All art is based on gossip—that is to say, on observing and telling. The artist proper is someone with a special skill in handling his medium, a skill which few possess. But all of us to a greater or less degree can talk: we can all observe, and we all have friends to talk to. Gossip is the art-
[
unclear: form] of the man and woman in the 
[
unclear: street] and the proper subject for gossip, as for all art. Is the belfavlour of mankind.







Advice to the Beginner


Oh, yes, and while we're on the subject of technique, there are two faults which the beginner should avoid. Never be arch, by which I mean, never start like this:


'I had an interesting talk with X the other day'.


'What did she say?'


'Oh, I promised not to tell you.'


'Oh, come on!'


'No, really, I can't—!'


Etcetera, until everyone is bored. It's bad manners, like keeping people waiting for their dinner.


The other fault to avoid is the apologetic opening. Phrases like:


'I suppose it's cruel to say it, but—'


'You know I'm devoted to her, but—'


'I don't usually gossip, but—'


It's a bad style, and a sign of an unpleasant nature. Let your gossip be yea. yea. and nay nay.


The great subjects for gossip are Love, Crime, and Money. Few of us, unfortunately, know many criminals, and reliable information about other people's finances is difficult to get hold of, so we generally have to fall back on love, which is a pity, as it tends to get rather monotonous. The ideal situation for the born gossip would be a village containing a mad vicar, a squire who was the terror of every parent with a daughter, a squire's wife who was being blackmailed by her chauffeur, a cocaine-taking doctor, a beautiful blonde girl In the pay of a foreign Power, a sinister professor who never came out of his house, and an ex-convict or two; but, alas! such villages only exist in detective stories. And we must put up with our own little village where nothing more happens than that the vicar is too high-church for the vestry, the squire's son has failed in his school certificate, the doctor danced several times with the beautiful blonde girl at the village institute dance, the professor is only an unmarried old entomologist with small Independent means, and now and then someone is fined for poaching.


Well, 
[
unclear: never] mind, 
[
unclear: skillfully] handled, you can make quite a lot of that. Remember, never hesitate to invent but invent in detail, never gossip to people who'll run off straight away to the victim, never gossip to people with moral principles, and don't have any conscience about being a gossip. If it is a fault, which I don't believe, it is a fault that is shared by the entire human race.—[Abridged.]
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[introduction]






Three issues ago "Salient" inaugurated a Gossip Column. Since then it has been praised—and condemned. There are those who have smiled on it; there are those who have frowned on it; and some we fear who almost made up their minds to spit upon it. Despite all this, the idea of a Gossip Column is, we feel, on intuitive grounds, a sound one. But even though there is really no need at all to do so, we intend to vindicate ourselves.


Here is an article that sets out with the intention of defending the institution of Gossip and makes a fist of it. May it be enjoyed in the reading.



Let's be honest. When you open your newspaper, as soon as you have made sure that England hasn't declared war, or been bombed, what do you look at? Why, the gossip columns! And as for books, if you had to choose between the serious study and the amusing gossip, say, between Clarendon's History of the Rebellion and John Aubrey's Scandal and Credulities, wouldn't you choose the latter? Of course you would! Who would rather learn the facts of Augustus' imperial policy than discover that he had spots on stomach? No one.
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Pleasure of Curiosity.


Few of the human passions can be guaranteed to last. Sooner or later we all grow too old for love, and even the Joys of eating and drinking depend upon the caprices of our digestion. Tobacco? Yes, possibly, but the only pleasure we can absolutely count on to last as long as life itself is the one which distinguishes us from the beasts, the pleasure of curiosity; and, of all the exciting and interesting things which happen round about us, the behaviour of our neighbours is the most fascinating. I know that there are people who would rather find a lesser spotted woodpecker in a wood than their churchwarden with a chorus girl in a teashop, but these are the real eccentrics.


Then again, a lot of us have work we are interested in, but that's shop, and what a bore the fellow is who will talk shop in general company, the stockbroker who holds forth about bulls and bears to people who have never got nearer one than the Zoo—so un-English, don't you think? Or the lady who insists on giving you the latest bulletins from her nursery: the baby-snob, she's a terror.


No; shop can be the most absorbing of all forms of conversation, but for heaven's sake let's keep it in its proper place.


But you and I, I hope, are not bored. Whatever our consciences may say, whenever we meet our friends, as soon as the conventional inquiries about health and babies are over, we settle down to a cosy little gossip.


I saw John the other day. You know he's engaged.


I did hear something about it. She's very rich, isn't she?


Yes, her parents are perfectly furious. He turned up at a party at their house in a hired dress suit!


How's that friend of his? The one who's so 
[
unclear: worried] about his hair?


Oh. David, you mean. I saw him last week at a 
[
unclear: cocktail] party. He was tight, and insisted on talking French all the time. But It wasn't very good French. He'll be as bold as a coot in a few years' time. Talking of David, how's Helen?


Not drinking quite as much as she used to. I think she's lovely, don't you?


Yes. But, Christmas! How stupid!


That's the trouble. She knows she's a bore.


The one I'm sorry for is that child of hers, left alone all day with that ogre of a nurse. My dear, she positively eats him. And so on and so on. We all do it, and no policeman or clergyman will over stop us. But gossip Is still listed officially as a vice, the kind of thing we do ourselves, hut punish children for doing.
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Is Gossip a Vice?


Well, is it really a vice? Never, we are told, say anything about other people that you wouldn't like to hear said about yourself. This is ridiculous and Impossible. If we were really to act on this, we should never say anything about anybody except that he or she was the nicest, most beautiful and intelligent person in the whole world, because nobody is satisfied with less praise. We all really think that we are the nicest person in the world: if we didn't we should commit suicide. Perhaps at the bottom of our hearts we suspect that this isn't true, but we quite rightly expect our friends to behave in our company as If It were. We are not so foolish as to expect them to believe It. though. We all know that they'll say something very different, and perhaps nearer the truth, the moment our back is turned. Just as we shall about them, but who cares? As long as we don't actually hear the catty remark, we are happy. It's this that stops most of us from reading other people's letters and listening at keyholes. We are terrified of coming across some unfiattering reference to ourselves as in those horrifying advertisement strips. "James asks me how I liked his book: I had to pretend I'd read it." or "Poor Jean is under the illusion that she still looks twenty-three." You know the kind of thing.


Gossip has fallen under a cloud because of the people who abuse it. I remember once as a small boy when my elder brother repeated at a tea-party, where a certain lady was present, a remark of my aunt's to the effect that the lady smelt. For the next few days, to all his toys, to his sponge and toothbrush and all his belongings, he found a paper pinned on which were written the words. 'Never Repeat.'
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Or a Creative Work of Art?


Another objection raised to gossip is that it causes mischief. As the result of a loose tongue, someone loses his Job or divorces her husband. This is not the fault of gossip, but of the kind of people one gossips with. There are some kinds of people in whose presence you should shut up like an oyster:people with strong moral views, members of Watch-Committees or Purity Leagues, natural policemen, schoolmasters. If you really mind what people do you have no right to gossip. But there's no reason whatever why gossip should make mischief. As a game played under the right rules It's an act of friendliness, a release of the feelings, and a creative work of art.


I began by saying that an interest in one's neighbours is common to all the human race. Common, too, at least to all nice people, is a love of conversation and a dislike of being alone. There are people who would rather play bridge or tennis nr do something rather than talk, but I think that rather unfriendly, don't you? Still worse is the person who sits in the corner saying nothing, and then goes home and writes It all up in a little black diary. He is a spy, and should be treated as such. No: you can be quite sure that the person who dislikes talking dislikes the entire human race, himself included, which is worse than the person who talks shop all the time, who at least likes himself.


A friendly person is interested In other people, and tries to talk about the things which interest them. Cut out gossip and there'll be no conversation left except shop, smoke-room stories, and the most vapid kind of tea-table talk. I'd rather be dead.


Secondly, gossip is the greatest safety valve to the emotions that exists. Psychologists tell us that we all nourish secret grudges, hatreds, jealousies, resentments against even our nearest and dearest, and that the cure lies in getting them off our chests. When we gossip, we do for nothing in the street or the parlour what we should have to pay two guineas an hour for doing in the consulting room. How often I have worked off ill-feeling against friends by telling some rather malicious stories about them, and as a result met them again with the feeling quite gone. And I expect you've done the same. When one reads in the papers of some unfortunate man who has gone for his wife with a razor, one can be pretty certain that he wasn't a great gossip. Very few gossips end in asylums or the condemned cell. It is cheaper than going to a doctor, and much nicer than actually having a row with our friends.


Lastly, gossip is creative. All art is based on gossip—that is to say, on observing and telling. The artist proper is someone with a special skill in handling his medium, a skill which few possess. But all of us to a greater or less degree can talk: we can all observe, and we all have friends to talk to. Gossip is the art-
[
unclear: form] of the man and woman in the 
[
unclear: street] and the proper subject for gossip, as for all art. Is the belfavlour of mankind.
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Advice to the Beginner


Oh, yes, and while we're on the subject of technique, there are two faults which the beginner should avoid. Never be arch, by which I mean, never start like this:


'I had an interesting talk with X the other day'.


'What did she say?'


'Oh, I promised not to tell you.'


'Oh, come on!'


'No, really, I can't—!'


Etcetera, until everyone is bored. It's bad manners, like keeping people waiting for their dinner.


The other fault to avoid is the apologetic opening. Phrases like:


'I suppose it's cruel to say it, but—'


'You know I'm devoted to her, but—'


'I don't usually gossip, but—'


It's a bad style, and a sign of an unpleasant nature. Let your gossip be yea. yea. and nay nay.


The great subjects for gossip are Love, Crime, and Money. Few of us, unfortunately, know many criminals, and reliable information about other people's finances is difficult to get hold of, so we generally have to fall back on love, which is a pity, as it tends to get rather monotonous. The ideal situation for the born gossip would be a village containing a mad vicar, a squire who was the terror of every parent with a daughter, a squire's wife who was being blackmailed by her chauffeur, a cocaine-taking doctor, a beautiful blonde girl In the pay of a foreign Power, a sinister professor who never came out of his house, and an ex-convict or two; but, alas! such villages only exist in detective stories. And we must put up with our own little village where nothing more happens than that the vicar is too high-church for the vestry, the squire's son has failed in his school certificate, the doctor danced several times with the beautiful blonde girl at the village institute dance, the professor is only an unmarried old entomologist with small Independent means, and now and then someone is fined for poaching.


Well, 
[
unclear: never] mind, 
[
unclear: skillfully] handled, you can make quite a lot of that. Remember, never hesitate to invent but invent in detail, never gossip to people who'll run off straight away to the victim, never gossip to people with moral principles, and don't have any conscience about being a gossip. If it is a fault, which I don't believe, it is a fault that is shared by the entire human race.—[Abridged.]
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Art Without Epoch




When very young, the present writer believed implicitly in the British Israelite theories concerning the Great Pyramid—you know, the passages are measured in inches, one inch represents one year, and by the places where passages intersect marvellous prophecies are disclosed. He was demonstrating this theory to his class at school on one occasion. In the presence of the form-master, and, at the conclusion of what he considered a magnificent logical survey of the subject, was somewhat dashed by the form-master's comment.



"Go on!" he said. "I could prove all that from a rabbit-hole!"



The form-master's comment was perfectly true. In the infinite number of relationships constituting experience. It is easy to select and correlate certain facts bearing a similarity to one another, and produce logically the most absurd results. Thus I know a person who believes that the Bible Is divinely inspired because he can show that the letters, words, and sentences of the original manuscripts are constructed throughout on an intricate and involved series of sevens—the seventh verse has seven words, etc.







Golden Mean.


Mr. E. C. Simpson, speaking at a recent Phoenix Club meeting, appeared to fall into the same error when he endeavoured to demonstrate some aspects of his theory of aesthetics. Mr. Simpson talked at length on the famous "Golden Mean"—a geometrical law, based on the quantity square root of 5 plus 1 divided by 2, by which, since the days of Greece, men have tried to find a mathematical standard for artistic harmony. Although artists may, consciously or unconsciously, apply the "Golden Mean" In the proportions of doors, crosses, etc., It Is Inconceivable that it should apply as a general rule. It certainly cannot apply with mathematical exactitude in such work as the Cezanne landscape shown by Mr. Simpson to demonstrate his point. All that can be said is that certain proportions are pleasing and others are not: to endeavour to reduce these proportions to three places of decimals is to destroy the whole basis of art.







Understanding Art.


Mr. Simpson commenced his lecture with a brief talk on the difficulty of understanding art. "If you put figures on a blackboard, anybody can see whether you are right or wrong—but you can't argue about art. You can't prove it as you can a science—all you can do is to excite people's minds by showing them art."


This theme was developed with the aid of a splendid collection of lantern slides. Commencing with a survey of the importance of line in art—illustrated by Chinese art and script, and Persian writing, Mr. Simpson demonstrated how the effect of weight and mass could be obtained. Sculpture did not necessarily represent mass—witness some of the 
[
unclear: exquisite] figures on the Chartres Cathedral; and pure line could also represent mass effectively, as was shown by his analysis of a sketch by Matisse.







Art and Music.


In his analysis of an African mask, its "form" being explained on the analogy of the sonata "form" in music. Mr. Simpson seemed to go a little too far, discovering relationships where the artist probably did not Intend them at all. It appears to us that such an extension of the functions of art criticism is unwarranted.


With slides of work by Giotto, Seurat, Eric Gill, and Cezanne, Mr. Simpson explained a theory concerning the process of perception, which did not seem to be in accord with modern psychological theories.


Mr. Simpson is an interesting, fluent, and meticulous speaker, and few people in New Zealand have a greater knowledge of modern art than he. We hope that, he will speak to us again, if possible developing the controversial theories mentioned above.


—R.L.M.
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Defence Debated




Friday night's debate on defence was remarkable principally for the earnestness with which the speakers attacked the subject, and for the hard-working efforts of Kingi Tahiwi and friends to liven things up.







Not The Perry.


Proceedings were opened by a Mr. Perry not up to his usual standard. His comforting statement that there was at present no danger of attack from overseas was his only really clear and definite remark for the evening, and he passed on at once to state that the question of defence must nevertheless be faced, not because of any crisis at present, but because of Chamber lain. A sort of silent question mark reminiscent of pictorial advertising rising over the hall, he explained that the undemocratic foreign policy of the British Government ought not to be supported by a democratic colony. And since that leaves New Zealand a lonely, unsupported 
[
unclear: morsel] to be gulped by anyone, he advocated a union of the great strongholds of enlightenment—Soviet Russia, Australia, Holland and the United States—in an intimidating strength which would safeguard peace. How this union was to be brought about was not explained.


In support, Norman Morrison, eminently open to conviction from the audience, gave a sound and practical resume of the disadvantages which would arise from increased defence—the heavy taxation necessary, which would reduce the standard of living, the fact that conscription would be a certainty.







Yellow Peril.


For the opposition. Mr. Lewin spoke with a sincerity which almost hid the fact that his arguments were not very good. Claiming that our present 
[
unclear: cofences] were inadequate, he said that we should support the League of Nations, and fulfil our responsibilities in them by more complete measures than at present. He also advanced the interesting opinion that we were safe from Japan only as long as we were supported by Britain, and that Japan would have attacked New Zealand in 1935 if she had thought she could get away with it.


Mr. Renouf, seconding, was courageous enough to face an unsympathetic audience and mention such things as women and children and liberty. He also demonstrated his faith in Chamberlain rather than in newspaper reports.


Among the speakers from the floor was Mr. Braybrooke, who suggested that hostile powers don't want agricultural countries (a suggestion 
[
unclear: burn] out later by Mr. McWilliams' entirely 
[
unclear: bana fiih] letter), but those with minerals. All consequently, that was necessary here was a small force capable of repelling scattered attacks.







Edgley's Ardour.


Mr. Foley brought up the question or finance again, and Mr. O'Connor, whose good speech was rather overcome by his overcoat, said that our high standard of living is worth defending. Mr. Stacey, who is also a promising debater, declared that since in an emergency we would call on the Imperial forces for support, we should be willing in turn to support them. Nodding like the mandarin in Pygmalion. Mr. Edgley next rose in favour of increasing taxation for the sake of freedom. Though a man or peace, he would rather die ten times over than live in a Fascist state.


In his summing up the Judge, Mr. Taylor, placed Kingi Tahiwi apart from the other speakers because of his radio experience.


The Judge's remarks were received with interest by the speakers to whom they were addressed, and with apprehension by those whose turn was yet to come, since they were extremely detailed and corrected personal as well as argumentative faults. He placed first Mr. Perry, second Mr. Edgley, third Mr. Lewin, and Messrs. Renouf, Braybrooke, Foley and O'Connor followed in order of merit. A special vote of thanks to Mr. Taylor was passed by Mr. Edgley who showed truly dispassionate admiration in assuring him that his criticisms were very much valued.


The resolution was carried by a small majority.


—K.R.
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[adverts]








[image: FOR MODERN AND Progressive Literature CALL AT A. H. CARMAN BOOKSELLER, 80 LAMBTON QUAY THE LEFT BOOK CLUB AGENT]




[image: We Photograph Social Events, Dances, etc. VALERIE STUDIOS Ltd. THINK OF PHOTOS THINK OF VALERIE Phone 52-743 65 DIXON STREET]




[image: "He that, when he should not, spends too much, shall, when he would not, have too little to spend—" VERY TRUE, SO WHY NOT SHOP AT THE SELF-HELP STORES WIDE-RANGE PROVIDERS AT THE CHEAPEST PRICES]




[image: IF YOU desire the best in any type of SPORTING EQUIPMENT then let "THE SPORTS DEPOT" attend to your needs. WITCOM1KE & CALDWELL LIMITED 45 WILLIS STREET, WELLINGTON]




[image: Food on the Premises! Why trouble to look for meals far afield when a beneficent Providence has given you a Cafeteria within 100 yards of the farthest flung outposts of the University EAT FULLY AND INFORMALLY AT The Cafeteria ALL CAPACITIES CATERED FOR The Cafeteria is in the Basement of the Library Wing—Use it]




[image: CAR BARGAINS! BARGAINS! USED CARS AT THE CHEAPEST PRICES CALL IN AND SEE- 138 WAKEFIELD STREET, C.l. INDEPENDENT MOTOR SALES LIMITED]




[image: DIGEST MAGAZINES. Handy in from and excellent in content, these "modern in Pavlov" publication are just what the busy man or women requires to keep abreast of the best in current fact and fiction. Tge most informative and interesting material is carefully selected and condensed from the world's periodicals, and presented attractively, without an overabundance of advertising matter, in a size to fit the pocket or the handbag. The Australian Digest of World Reading, 1/-; Life Digest, 1/-; Synopsis, 1/6 Eve's Journal, 1/-: Men Only 1/-; Galaxy, 9d; Lilliput, 9d.: World Digest—New English monthly of Current Fact and Comment, 9d. WHITCOMBE AND TOMBS LIMITED, LAMBTON QUAY]




[image: STUDENTS! Your housekeepers will get excellent service and You will get excellent meat from K. L. READ LTD. 56 Courtenay Place - Telephone No. 52-036]




[image: IS good for the BRAIN - BUY THE BEST! TEA Warden's 2/4 2/6 2/8 2/10]




[image: BUSINESS PHONE 41-910 PRIVATE PHONE 45-378 WILFRID J. LADIES' AND KELBURN AVENUE, LAMBTON QUAY, LANE GENTLEMEN'S TAILOR WELLLINGT0N, 0.1. LANE U.K.A.F. LONDON LATE GLENDAY]
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Discourse on Truth


Superficially, truth is definite and final. Something is said to be true—to be an actual statement of facts. It is a truth. Examining. The statement cannot be divorced from the facts. The facts are such and such—until they have been perceived and conceived they cannot form the basis of a statement of truth. Now, a statement is personal. It originates through the senses of an individual. Therefore truth is not universal—it is personal.



"What happens must be realised anew by each man."



I may say—Socialism is the best organisation of the community. You may say—Capitalism is the best organisation of the community. To one the statement is a truth, to the other an untruth—and vice versa. It is the summation of similar, preponderant truths that leads to the political, economic, and cultural basis of which form a civilisation will take.


To the capitalist it is a truth that freedom to make profits is essential for the maintenance of society—to the worker it is a truth that capitalism is the system by which he earns enough to exist while the shareholder, and, or employer takes the profits. If the worker thought that by his labour he created the profits instead of the employer or shareholders there would probably be a radical change in our economic order. Developing this latter statement Tawney says:



"Few tricks of the unsophisticated intellect are more envious than the naive psychology of the businessman who ascribes his achievements to his own unaided efforts, in bland unconsciousness of a social order without whose continuous support and vigilant protection he would be as a lamb bleating in the desert."'



Thus "achievements by his own unaided efforts" is a truth to the businessman but also it is a truth to a large majority of workers simply because the former has surrounded his existence with a complexity of jargon that overwhelms and disallows the worker to realise the real truth about himself.


Thus there comes a need to distinguish between real and abstract truths. A truth may be said to be abstract when it is not applied to reality and real when applied to reality. When it is abstract there is a tendency for it to be absolute—that is universally accepted. Hence we have universal religious beliefs, universal economic theories, and so on.


Abstract truth and reality cannot co-exist for once a truth is applied to reality it becomes a variable (being personal) and therefore cannot be universal. Mathematical hypotheses are examples of absolute truths. They are complete within themselves. On them are built superstructures that are not variable even though used by the individual. The economic tag of "other things being equal" is indicative of a "limiting factor" in the science of economics—an apartness from reality. Bartlett says "Scientific laws require more than the description of phenomena. They require the elucidation of the totality of conditions in which phenomena are produced . . . instead of being firmly set in a real social context; the individual has been placed in an erroneous philosophical construction."2


We have the anthropological conceptions of national socialism as a living example of this state of affairs. And again it has been said that "History works in the form of Myth, not of truth."3 This statement would indicate a need for the revaluation of history. Scientists should aim at the description of facts but so often do these become mixed with abstractions that the real truth is absorbed, and society may lose vital data.


It may be argued from the forgoing that all that is not real is untrue—for the popular conception is that truth is universal. And it would also imply that we are living in a world of lies and deceptions and consequently chaos. Can it be that this is the actual state of affairs, and that man has not yet perceived the simple truths in reality? Is he still floundering in the mists of "fictions?" Henry Miller puts it: "It is the utter simplicity of life which defeats man."' Perhaps he has been frustrated from finding the simple truths in reality by the very makeup of capitalism which demands that "What is must be denied; what is evil must be made to appear in a good light; what is trivial must be elevated to importance; what is tawdry and vicious must be glorified; what is irrational must be rationalised; and what threatens must be called the work of the devil. For those miseries which cannot be concealed, glossed over or eradicated, consolations must be offered in the form of illusory religious beliefs and practices. And this entire mass of obsfusation, confusion, lies, fraud, high morality and crocodile tears must be accepted as sober reality!"5 Is it thus that man deceives himself?"


—M.L.B.




	1
	
Religion and the Rise of 
[
unclear: Capllalism],—Tauncy;


	2
	
and 5 Sigmund Frrud.—
[
unclear: Rartltt].


	3
	
War Against The West—Kolnai.


	4
	
"The Absolute Collectire."—Outhind. (
[
unclear: Criterion]).
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God Defend New Zealand




Professor R. M. 
[
unclear: Algie], the moving spirit in this Association, seeks to organise and educate a body of younger people fired by the ideals of truth, service and integrity, to enter our public life. It is not too much to say that the very safety of our democracy may rest upon his success.




"Monocle,"


June, 1939.









Defence League.


On the motion of Mr. W. H. 
[
unclear: Barard] (Wellington) it was resolved:—


That the League approach the Government and request the teaching of patriotism in the public schools, and that the ceremony of saluting the flag be carried out weekly in the schools.



—"Evening Post,'

June 8th.








Dear Sir,—I desire to congratulate those young men who gave to the pro-letariat that breath-taking display of manliness. On yet another occasion the educated youth of God's Own Country have proved to the world as a whole that we In New Zealand, are the alpha and omega of manliness, refinement and culture. New Zealand is indeed a country to be reckoned with. We are a population of spartans and Amazons. Twenty-four educated young men have put themselves to the supreme test and unfolded to the nations that the men of New Zealand can drink a glass of beer in anything from twenty to twenty-five seconds. New Zealanders should be proud of their heritage. Not one hundred years old, progress, our watchword, has carried us to the highest stage. Youth has ever led us onward, enlightenment its guiding star. in education, spirituality, political and industrial development, and in its crowning glory—ability to drink one pint of beer in 20 3-5 seconds.—I am, etc.,





Douglas Ayers.


(Christchurch "Star-Sun,"


15/4/39.)
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[Letter to the Star-Sun 15/4/39]




Dear Sir,—I desire to congratulate those young men who gave to the pro-letariat that breath-taking display of manliness. On yet another occasion the educated youth of God's Own Country have proved to the world as a whole that we In New Zealand, are the alpha and omega of manliness, refinement and culture. New Zealand is indeed a country to be reckoned with. We are a population of spartans and Amazons. Twenty-four educated young men have put themselves to the supreme test and unfolded to the nations that the men of New Zealand can drink a glass of beer in anything from twenty to twenty-five seconds. New Zealanders should be proud of their heritage. Not one hundred years old, progress, our watchword, has carried us to the highest stage. Youth has ever led us onward, enlightenment its guiding star. in education, spirituality, political and industrial development, and in its crowning glory—ability to drink one pint of beer in 20 3-5 seconds.—I am, etc.,





Douglas Ayers.


(Christchurch "Star-Sun,"


15/4/39.)
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Gossip



Should Women Drink?


After wrestling with this subject and our consciences for a long time, we decided to seek out various authorities and see "what their reactions might be. The current full in social activity seemed to promise dispassionate consideration of the problem—more, for instance, than you'd get during Capping Week. And here are the reactions:


Bob Edgley: I don't approve of liquor.


Sandy: A woman who drinks never again stands high in my regard.


John Bullock: Not enough of 'em do it.


Joy Osborne: I'd like to try.


Derek Freeman: Psychologically . . . Mr. (debating) McDonald: This modern curse is all due to the capitalist system.


Kate Ross: Let them gurgle.


Pat Macaskill: I'm afraid I'm old-fashioned.


Ron Meek: It all depends on (a) the women, and (b) the drink.


Guy Bliss: I want to put my women on a pedestal.


Justine Smith: It's not a masculine monopoly.


Geof. Wallace: I couldn't worship at that shrine.


Harold Gretton: All appetites should be satisfied.


Gurth Higgin: Sportive wenches!


Bill Mitchell: I think people should try everything once.


Helen Maysmor: It's fun.


A. H. Scotney: Should they? Boy, and how!!


Dorian Saker: I think It makes It impossible for us to idealise the sex.


Jack Ilott: Wine, women and song—you can't beat them.


Carl Heine: Doesn't affect me.


Dick Simpson: Only coffee, cocoa and tea.


Mark Hatherley: I don't know enough about it yet.


Elizabeth Hussey: Isn't it naughty?


Jack Aimers: I'll tell you when I get back from Australia.


Miss Johannsen—that was over the edge.


It is rumoured that the tramping party which visited the Haurangis a week ago, all possessed large boots, boots as heavy as lead.


Heard in the Caf.: Who Is this Dorian Saker? I don't know her.


•
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Things to Come



University.



New Speakers' Debate. Subject—"That Refugee Jews should not be permitted to enter New Zealand." Wednesday, June 14th, at 8 p.m. Room A2.


Lecture. "Sex and Life."—Dr. L. G. . Austin. Tuesday, June 20, at 8.10 p.m. At Y.M.C.A. Open to all young men. Free.


•
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[Letter to the Editor of Salient, 14 June 1939]





The Editor, "Salient."

Dear Sir,




In connection with the 1939 elections of the Victoria University College Students' Association I shall be glad If you will give publicity to the following matters:—



	(1)
	Polling days:—




Wednesday, 21st June.


Thursday, 22nd June.


Friday, 23rd June, between 4 p.m. and 8.15 p.m.




	(2)
	Nominations 
[
unclear: ose] on 6th June.


	(3)
	List of persons eligible to vote is posted on notion board. Students should examine this list, with a view to having any errors corrected before the polling days.



•




Yours faithfully,



R. W. Heine, Hon. Secretary. V.U.C.S.A.
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International Relations


It has been suggested by the Carnegie Endowment that a club might be formed at V.U.C. Such clubs exist all over the world, supported by the Carnegie Endowment with gifts of books and periodicals. Professor Wood has very kindly offered to give any help he can including the loan of additional books and periodicals.


Will any people interested and who would be 
[
unclear: appared] to attend a meeting to discuss the proposal please sign their names on the list appearing on both the main College Notice Boards. I should welcome a discussion on the matter with anyone interested.





R. W. Edgley
, President,

Victoria University College Students' Association.
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Is Varsity Education? If Not Why Not?







Is Varsity Education? If Not Why Not?




It is an ill bird fouls his alma mater, and a strange, estranged graduate who cries stinking degree: But we all of us have our suspicions


Well, so long as we have our doubts regarding the 
[
unclear: worthwhtleness] of established institutions perhaps our faces are turned towards education: Though only when we begin criticising current criticisms are our feet really on the road.


And now no more unwise wise cracks. I merely want to point out how, when our schooling has finished interrupting our education, or If we care to interrupt the interruption now, we may do some education, some learning-teaching. Does schooling school? Of course It doesn't. It is living that does that: because living involves suffering the being bashed about by people and other circumstances, which is what knocks holes in our self-sufficiency whereby imports of understanding gets past the Customs of customs and self-esteem, and anything of good there is in us leaks out. Yes. I'm an awful meandering time coming to the point, I know. Here It Is: Join the W.E.A.







Workers' Education.



"Salient," which thinks that neither listening to lectures nor regurgitating them In November, nor even living actively in Free Discussion, Right, Left, and Religious Clubs, are In themselves education, has offered me this space to set out the W.E.A.'s current list of offerings (see below) because it gets closer to real education than any of these. W.E.A. classes have a proportion of older folk and "proletarian" folk, folk of differing life-experiences and differing working-philosophies, as like-aged, like-minded Intra-student clubs never can have. They listen to lectures. It is true, but not to absorb them. Instead of having three hours months later to regurgitate, they have an hour after each lecture to express their own questionings and criticisms and to hear those of others. And—most important of all—instead of swotting up to-day's lecture that it may be the basis for to-morrow's story of abstract knowledge in a topless Tower of Babel—Instead. In short of learning in order to learn more, they learn in order to live better. One class at present, for example, finds itself discussing, as a result of a survey of South American conditions, whether Its members should fight In the to-be-expected war of the Plutocratic governments to preserve their preserve of colonial and semi-colonial financial and territorial empire against the ambition of the Autocratic governments to share in it. A Philosophy class wants to discuss such fundamentals as "Why should we believe in democracy anyhow?" "Dialectical Materialism?" and "God?"








Your Souls Good.


Consider seriously whether, slightly for the good of your mind and vastly for the good of your soul, you should not find time to join a W.E.A. class in the midst of "more serious" studies: And then whether, fired out of the 
[
unclear: flurnace] a complete Babu B.A. (Failed or otherwise), you should not form or Join where you live and work a W.E.A. Discussion Group for your own and others' good.


The Wellington Association has these Tutorial Classes functioning at present:—Recent Developments in English, American and Continental Drama: The Development of the English Novel: The Psychology of Personality: Economics—New Truths or Old Fallacies; How Your Government Works: European Democracies in Crisis: The Background of Political Thinking: Current History; The Place of Art in the Life of Mankind (All these at the Trades Hall, Vivian Street), and Life and Labour Since the Industrial Revolution (Dr. Sutch at Petone) and Musical Appreciation (Wednesday evenings at Victoria College).


Lecture-note Courses for small Discussion Groups in suburban and country areas are available in Economic Problems in a Changing World: Economic Problems in Changing N.Z.: The Co-operative Movement; The Labour Movement in N.Z.; Farming Problems: The Farmer in the N.Z. Economy: Plan or No Plan: Understanding Human Nature: Man's Place in Nature: N.Z. To-day and To-morrow; Language and Society: The Pacific Area and Its Problems; International Issues; Life Under Bolshevism and Fascism; and Child Psychology.


W.E.A. moans, of course. Workers' Educational Association. Its control lies with its own council of Trade Union and similar representatives or the one hand, while on the other its lecturers must be men of University Staff standing.
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[introduction]




It is an ill bird fouls his alma mater, and a strange, estranged graduate who cries stinking degree: But we all of us have our suspicions


Well, so long as we have our doubts regarding the 
[
unclear: worthwhtleness] of established institutions perhaps our faces are turned towards education: Though only when we begin criticising current criticisms are our feet really on the road.


And now no more unwise wise cracks. I merely want to point out how, when our schooling has finished interrupting our education, or If we care to interrupt the interruption now, we may do some education, some learning-teaching. Does schooling school? Of course It doesn't. It is living that does that: because living involves suffering the being bashed about by people and other circumstances, which is what knocks holes in our self-sufficiency whereby imports of understanding gets past the Customs of customs and self-esteem, and anything of good there is in us leaks out. Yes. I'm an awful meandering time coming to the point, I know. Here It Is: Join the W.E.A.
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Workers' Education





Workers' Education.



"Salient," which thinks that neither listening to lectures nor regurgitating them In November, nor even living actively in Free Discussion, Right, Left, and Religious Clubs, are In themselves education, has offered me this space to set out the W.E.A.'s current list of offerings (see below) because it gets closer to real education than any of these. W.E.A. classes have a proportion of older folk and "proletarian" folk, folk of differing life-experiences and differing working-philosophies, as like-aged, like-minded Intra-student clubs never can have. They listen to lectures. It is true, but not to absorb them. Instead of having three hours months later to regurgitate, they have an hour after each lecture to express their own questionings and criticisms and to hear those of others. And—most important of all—instead of swotting up to-day's lecture that it may be the basis for to-morrow's story of abstract knowledge in a topless Tower of Babel—Instead. In short of learning in order to learn more, they learn in order to live better. One class at present, for example, finds itself discussing, as a result of a survey of South American conditions, whether Its members should fight In the to-be-expected war of the Plutocratic governments to preserve their preserve of colonial and semi-colonial financial and territorial empire against the ambition of the Autocratic governments to share in it. A Philosophy class wants to discuss such fundamentals as "Why should we believe in democracy anyhow?" "Dialectical Materialism?" and "God?"
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Your Souls Good





Your Souls Good.


Consider seriously whether, slightly for the good of your mind and vastly for the good of your soul, you should not find time to join a W.E.A. class in the midst of "more serious" studies: And then whether, fired out of the 
[
unclear: flurnace] a complete Babu B.A. (Failed or otherwise), you should not form or Join where you live and work a W.E.A. Discussion Group for your own and others' good.


The Wellington Association has these Tutorial Classes functioning at present:—Recent Developments in English, American and Continental Drama: The Development of the English Novel: The Psychology of Personality: Economics—New Truths or Old Fallacies; How Your Government Works: European Democracies in Crisis: The Background of Political Thinking: Current History; The Place of Art in the Life of Mankind (All these at the Trades Hall, Vivian Street), and Life and Labour Since the Industrial Revolution (Dr. Sutch at Petone) and Musical Appreciation (Wednesday evenings at Victoria College).


Lecture-note Courses for small Discussion Groups in suburban and country areas are available in Economic Problems in a Changing World: Economic Problems in Changing N.Z.: The Co-operative Movement; The Labour Movement in N.Z.; Farming Problems: The Farmer in the N.Z. Economy: Plan or No Plan: Understanding Human Nature: Man's Place in Nature: N.Z. To-day and To-morrow; Language and Society: The Pacific Area and Its Problems; International Issues; Life Under Bolshevism and Fascism; and Child Psychology.


W.E.A. moans, of course. Workers' Educational Association. Its control lies with its own council of Trade Union and similar representatives or the one hand, while on the other its lecturers must be men of University Staff standing.
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Food or Fiction





Food or Fiction




Dear Salient,"




For some time past, we, the undersigned, have been vaguely troubled concerning the 
[
unclear: precari-ousnese] of the so-called literary columns. This Important section of "Salient" seems to be compressed, and even annihilated, without any notice or reason. Is this owing to insufficiency of material, to the paucity of such material's literary value, or is it perhaps the opinion of those in control, that literature is subsidiary to food and other interesting topics—we remain.





G. W. Higgin.



D. M. Saker.



N. R. Taylor.
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[Food or Fiction: Editor's reply]




[
In Reply.—Up till the time of receiving this letter, Mr. Higgin has sent in no contribution to the Literary Page. Needless to say all of this has not been published. Mr Taylor has sent in one—alt of this has. Mr. Saker, up till the time of receiving the letter, has sent in six contributions. With this issue three have been published.


Food is considered, in its place, to be demonstrably more important than imagination, which all three gentlemen will quickly find If they stop eating. Does one hoar a voice inquiring—"Tell me where is fancy bread?"


It Is worth remembering en attendant, that before you even put your foot down it is wise to be sure that you have a leg to stand on.—Ed.]
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Weir House





Weir House


In last week's "Salient" a short article under the above heading appeared, for the insertion of which I was responsible. Readers will remember that the special food issue attacked in a reasoned and careful manner the food standards of New Zealand, examples of unscientific feeding being produced from many sources both in the leading article and the subsidiary paragraphs.


It has been pointed out to mo that the article on Weir House—which was merely the report of an Interview with Miss A. E. Lorimer, M.Sc., A.I.C., on the subject—has been misconstrued in certain quarters as (a) a direct attack on those In charge of Weir House, and (b) an assertion that Weir House was equivalent to a common boarding house.


I think It will be obvious to those who read the last issue carefully that there was definitely no such Intention. Weir House has obviously many great advantages over the ordinary boarding house and is managed Infinitely better, the standard of food supplied at Weir is probably equivalent, but not superior to the average standard of food values in New Zealand. What was being attacked was not specifically Weir House or its management, but the wrong and unscientific notions of food values so prevalent to-day, Weir House being given as an example merely to 
[
unclear: emphasise] the main thesis.


For any misconception of this isolated article due to my faulty exposition of the facts I wish to apologise sincerely; but I wish to emphasise that the facts stated, unless disproved must be taken as true.—


—
R. L. Meek.
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[Letter to Salient from E. Webster, 1939]






Dear "Salient,"




In an article on the 31st May, entitled "Revaluations." R.L.M. states that "no great reform has ever come about except by the use of force." This sweeping statement implies that all great reforms have come about by 
[
unclear: the] use of force, but it is fairly obvious that there are many great reforms which have taken place by peaceful methods. For instance, the far-reaching reforms of Solon In 
[
unclear: ancient] Greece affecting social. Judicial and political spheres of life; the persistent and whole-hearted efforts of Elizabeth Fry at the end of the eighteenth and beginning of the nineteenth centuries, who did not rest till the government Improved prison conditions: 
[
unclear: Witherforce], who was instrumental in bringing about the abolition of slavery, and Shaftesbury with his reforms of the poor law, more humane treatment of lunatics, and his legislation with respect to factory operatives. These are Just a few of many great reforms which have been brought about without the use of force.


Generally speaking a reform will take place peaceably on the following conditions. There must be a conscious need on the part of the community or a section of it, and some person or persons sufficiently interested in the need of that section, that they work to have that need met. If the majority of the community are in favour of this reform or if it does not affect their interests then it will usually take place without the use of force.




—Yours, etc.,



E. Webster.
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The New





The New


You know those little 
new streets that run up, fronted by new little square houses with blue arid orange roofs, and finish in a paddock! Blind streets. Well, the house was at the end of one of those, where the wind whistled, and it had a simply gigantic old gumtree standing up in front, as if they had carted it from somewhere on a lorry and Just dug a hole for it and said, "You go on growing there." It's all so easy. . . .


At least, you felt this rather indifferently at first sight. It was painted a pale green—that new shade of green—and there were frilly curtains In the windows, and a flower-pot on the miniature porch. Joyfully they must have set up house.... You could tell it. And then the bicycles! Practically everyone they knew must have ridden a bike and parked it there against the fence, and heaven knows how many people, young people, they did know. The easy sort who were always popping in with bunches of flowers and mint, and popping out again. And you could hop over in the evening to see them, and they'd love it, too. And the backyard of the house was in a hopeless mess—that tiny square of rough concrete was strewn with toys and empty baking-powder tins, and then there was—mud. Definitely a new house, almost unbearably so. . . .


But no. For what wonderful promise these new homes have! Here the wind is piping freely. There is bright light, unlimited sky, and sunlight pouring down all round and lifting everything to a new benevolent sphere. There could be nothing more splendid.


Nothing at all. But the trouble is that the people do not realise that their little new houses are a signal. They want to cart in all the old stuff and stick it up in place all over again, when they have the opportunity now to toss out the prejudices and complaints, the intolerance and stubbornness, which all blocks up the windows, and excludes the pure, bright light.


—Celia Frederick.


•
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Fleeces






Fleeces





This gold, soft-
[
unclear: woven]—




Woven of sun,




And grass, grown long




In the creek-bed; spun




From the softness of dawn




And its lights horizoned, of gold.




And blent in the twilight; its dreams




Are sun-dreams, the pools at noon;




These pools have entered




The heart of the gold, soft-woven—




[
unclear: Woven] 
of sun.




Strands of fire-radiance, burnt opal,




Long, lingering light on downs,




And sunset-shaded Venice;




So softly intangible,




Golden, infrangible!




It brightens my eyes; lost in the mist




Of its own mist-loveliness.




I sink on the altar! I worship the flame




Its 
[
unclear: ethereal] flame is burning.




This gold, soft-woven,




Is woven of sun




And grass, grown long




In the creek-bed.



—
D.M.S.


•
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Paolo de Profundis






Paolo de Profundis





With your arms full of flowers




and your 
[
unclear: dew-wet] hair




I saw you drifting through the garden




in the star light




and you turned and smiled.






And now you are seeking pitifully




for new experiences




groping blindly for tinted superficiality




helpless as a child in the 
[
unclear: womb].






Why do you hunger for empty kisses




and 
[
unclear: hollow] laughter?




why do you cling to things without meaning




and long-forgotten faiths!






There will be others, Francesca,




others will know the snow-soft curve of your breasts




cool, lilac-veined stone




a gauze-veiled moon full, bright in the star-dew




rhythmic swell of the seas at night




silently falling, wind in the ripples.






And others, too




will sleep in the warm hollow of my arm






But this I know, 
[
unclear: Francesca].




and it is a thing more certain even




than my love




which is strong—stronger than steel




that when the flowers fade at the beginning of Winter




and the fingers of the wind 
tear at the petals




and-the cold rains fall




then you will call across to me 
Francesca,




and I shall come.



—
R.I.M.


•
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The Deerest Sensuality





The Deerest Sensuality




The profoundest of all sensualities



Is the sense of truth.



And the next deepest sensual experience



Is the sense of Justice.



—D. H. Lawrence.
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[advert]






[image: PLANNING YOUR HOLIDAY Let Your Railways Help You How well you know that you would like a holiday—the changes of scene and the escape from routine—the sally into refreshing places—the tonic that will strengthen you for tasks ahead. "Yes, but the cost?" you say. Well, your railways cut the cost of transport. And the railways give 5 per cent, interest on savings for travel by rail. Travel Stamps (1/-, 2/-, 2/6, 5/-) and 10/- Vouchers are obtainable at any office red railway station. Save Up for Trips by Rail]




[image: -FOR- Black & White Cabs WELLINGTON'S LEADING TAXI SERVICE Dial 55-180]




[image: BUY YOUR GRADUATE GOWNS FROM HALLENSTE1N BROS., LTD. GOWNS, HOODS, and TRENCHERS for B.A., M.A., LL.B., B.Sc., M.Sc., M.B., Ch.B., and M.D. Strictly in accordance with official regulations and beat quality material at reasonable prices. PLEASE NOTE.—We have been appointed Sole Suppliers or The Victoria University Students' Association and Weir House BLAZERHS. HALLENSTEIN BROS. LTD. 276-278 LAMBTON QUAY, WELLINGTON.]




[image: "Half a league, half a league, half a league onward." But there is no need to go half a league when you have F. C. THOMPSON'S SHOP in KELBURN PARK Refreshments Confectionery Biscuits Groceries Cigarettes Everything a Student Needs! WEIR HOUSE STUDENTS! Why buy down town when you have this shop?]




[image: FOR YOUR DANCES! FOR YOUR PARTIES! W. C. Cooper Ltd. Bakers and Pastrycooks 248 MAIN ROAD, KARORI : Phone 26-693]




[image: CROWN STUDIO CROWN BUILDINGS CUBA STREET Wellington Group Specialists SPECIAL CONCESSION TO GRADUATES]




[image: Cooking — Water Heating — Fires Gas is cheapest, quickest, most efficient Wellington gas company, ltd. Phone 55-100]




[image: Headaches and an inability to concentrate are often caused by eyestrain. Let us examine your eyes and give the necessary relief. T.G. YOUNG OPTICAL CO. LIMITED PRUDENTIAL BUILDING, LAMBTON QUAY PHONE 40-965 E R. BOYD, CONSULTING OPTICIAN]




[image: JACOB MEIER CHIROPODIST AND HAIRDRESSER Room 207, 2nd Floor, T. & G. Building LAMBTON QUAY CHIROPOSY.-Clients can rely on Mr. Meier's expert attention. Fifty years' experience. Charm Moderate. Comfort Assured, Ring for Appointment:— Phone 41-505; Private. 25-565. No extra charge for appointments. Specialist in Hair cutting. Marcel, Treatments Tinting Also Scalp Treatments Tinting and Manicuring.]
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Sport







Sport





Hockey Defeat Serious



Losing 3-6 to Huia on Saturday, the Hockey seniors suffered their fourth defeat of the season and are likely to be relegated to the Second Division at the end of the round. There is one match to play.




At Rugby we were heavily defeated by Old Boys, 6-26. The decisive reverse is disconcerting as the club placed about its strongest fifteen in the field. Continuing its string of victories, the second XV again won. Comment on the form of these Junior A players appears below. Playing matches against Training College that had been postponed, the basketball first and second teams won 15-11 and 7-5 respectively.—L.B.S.








Basketball


The postponed games against Training College were played on Saturday resulting in a double win tor Victoria. Senior A 15-11, Senior B 7-5. V.U.C. were superior in the A game in all departments of the game except perhaps in the matter of sheer speed. T.C. seem to be sacrificing efficiency to speed. This is especially true in their forwards where girl for girl they are better than Varsity. But the score is a real indication of the respective scoring merits of the two teams. Joy Osborn gave a polished exhibition of accurate shooting. Strangely enough she was quite unable to repeat the performance in the afternoon against the strong Kin Ora team.


Here Varsity might well have doubled their score. They had quite forty per cent, of the game, but there it is. We are strong in the defence third and in the centres but only average In the forwards.


Training College B team had every opportunity to win. They had more of the ball and were very superior in the defence third. But the game is won by putting the leather through the iron. This aphorism needs underlining amongst the student tennis of Wellington. We were very pleased to see the B team settled in its personnel and registering a win. Shorter passing, better understanding and grimmer determination added to the accurate shooting which is already there and the B team may add quite a few wins to its credit.


The Senior A team has been finalised as follows:—Forwards—J. Osborn, O. Castle. P. Higgin: 
Centres—B. Marsh. R. Bell. S. Hefford; 
Defence—J. Bythell. E. Broad. M. Walker.


The Senior B team is: —



Forwards—D. Maysmor, G. MacMorran. D. King: 
Centres—M. Norrie, A. Stewart. S. Kaye. 
Defence—W. Anderson. J. Lockwood. C. Abraham.


The Third team will be chosen from week to week, the selectors being largely influenced by the attendance at Tuesday night practices. The aim is to give the largest number of girls an opportunity to play on Saturdays and learn the game. For girls fairly new to Victoria this means possible future Tournaments.







Tramping


On the King's Birthday weekend the Tramping Club usually tramps; the number of embryo trampers present, the "tramp" 
[
unclear: resembled] a picnic.


But it was a very pleasant and enjoyable picnic, a great deal of credit for its success being due to Jim Croxton the leader. The lorry set off for the 
[
unclear: Haurangis] (nobody quite knew ehre they were) about an hour late, and, after a fast trip through extremely interesting limestone country, stopped at the top of a hill, over the top or which could be seen what appeared to be the Hanrangis, with Mount Ross in the distance.


It was decided to pitch camp in a nearby valley, and after ten minutes tramping, camp was duly set up. Messrs. Higgin, Livingstone and Meek, apparently not content with ten minutes' tramping on the first day, disappeared up the hill into the unknown promising to be back on Monday morning. We understand that, after ploughing 'through lawyer and falling down precipices in the darkness, they pitched camp in an inhospitable gorge at about 8.30 p. m.


The balance of the party was enlivened by some awful puns emitted by Mr. Braybrooke.


The great ascent of Mount Ross was accomplished successfully by the majority of the party on Sunday, arid Mr. Croxton led the weary trampers back to the camp with no casualties, although a little anxiety was felt when a search party was organised to look for the corpse of Mr. Arlidge.


Monday morning was wet; the party endeavoured to dry Marie Collin at the fire and give Doris Johannsen an airing, but their efforts weren't appreciated. An amazing dinner and an exploration trip in the limestone locality were features of the day.


It is notable that the party on the return journey all wore large boots, boots as heavy as lend.—I. 
Sax.







Junior A Rugby


The second XV added to Its record by defeating 
[
unclear: Kaiwarra] 19-8 on Saturday: but though the margin was handsome the game was not satis-factory. Too many forwards were inclined to play loose, and poor tackling and backlng-up let opponents through.


The game started with a dash which promised fast and high-scoring play: but partly because of difficulty in handling the greasy ball and the retarding of back movements by the heavy ground, the game gradually degenerated into a scramble.


At full-back 
Greig played well—his kicking was tremendous—though he had some difficulty in fielding the rolling ball.


A good three-quarter line was spoilt by the infrequency and slowness with which the ball reached it. 

[
unclear: Mahood] and 

[
unclear: Ekdahl] showed plenty of dash, and 
Papps is playing really promising Rugby.







Papps Promising.


Week by week Papps shows football talent and belles the charge that he is too slow. From Judicious play he has scored a number of tries this season.


In the forwards Smith gave a good exhibition, toiling hard in both tight and loose. 
[
unclear: Gundar], promoted from the Junior B team, played very well in the loose, being fast off the scrum, often with the ball at toe. He will make a good forward If his head goes down more into the tight play. Of the rest of the pack, 
Corkill and 
Webb were to be seen at the head of some of the rushes: but, generally speaking, the pack did not play well together.


When the casualties have recovered, the team will be a strong attacking force. In the backs there is plenty of speed and determination if they are fed quickly, and the forwards arc fast, capable and weighty.







Some Faults.


The team must learn not to hesitate when rush-stopping and greater attention must be paid to backing up. There is a tendency to stand off and see what one man can do against the whole of the opposing team. The half-back and inside backs must be given greater protection from opposing forwards. Game as he is, 
Carey cannot be expected to get the ball out if he Is swamped by quick-breaking forwards. The remaining games are against 
[
unclear: stiffer] opposition and attention to these fundamental details will be Imperative.


Coach Fred. Macken is doing great work and through his own keenness has filled the team with enthusiasm. He deserves commiseration, too, for the continual strain he suffers on the sideline. It has been estimated that the "Varsity loaf" in which the team indulges in the second spell when leading comfortably has cost him many years of life.







Here and There



"Burke is a good captain—he doesn't talk too much"—"Evening Post" in discussing University Rugby players.


Playing good football for the seniors is 
Roy Hansen, who is also one of V.U.C.'s best Tournament oarsmen. A fit, hard-working forward, his chances of gaining representative honours improve with every game.



Stan. 
[
unclear: Braithwaite] is back in Wellington after spending several days in hospital in Christchurch and later at Hanmer. He sustained concussion through colliding with an opponent at the Hockey Tournament a fortnight ago.



Kirkham played particularly well at left full-back when the Senior Reserve hockey team defeated Wesley 2-1 on Saturday. 
[
unclear: Kingi Tahiuri], at right fullback, also played well. With 
Till, Long and 
Dr. Campbell as halves, the team is well served in this department, also. Two wins and four losses is the record to date. It seems likely that the seniors, who lost to Huia 3-6, will be relegated to the Second Division at the end of the round.



[
unclear: Gu
[
gap —  
reason: illegible]"Blise] is another hockey player recovering from injuries. A cheekbone was fractured in a game about a month ago. Guy plays for Training College and in view of the risk of another knock and possible serious consequences, may not turn out again this season.







Table Tennis





Opening Night


Last Wednesday night saw the Table Tennis Club officially open its season with a Tournament in the Gym., some 40 players taking part. Several newcomers were to the fore, the reasons varying from natural playing ability and enthusiasm down to a misjudged handicap.


The committee had been optimistic enough to arrange for a tournament consisting of men's and women's singles matches. With the limited playing facilities available, the large entry was embarrassing; but a way out of the difficulty was found by arranging doubles matches, entrants then having the opportunity of playing at least one single in addition to two doubles.


The singles victor emerged, but only after a complicated process of arithmetical reasoning, In the person of Jim Croxton. Misses Pat Ralph and W. Hodge won the women's doubles and A. MacLeod and R. Cumber the men's.


One did not expect to witness table tennis of a very high standard at such a tournament, and that proved to be the case; but consistent practice in inter-club matches, at club nights, and at other times should result in a marked improvement in form. These club nights are on Tuesdays and Saturdays and attractive, varied, programmes have been arranged for them. In inter-club matches the 'Varsity teams are holding their own.







The Ladders.


Kathleen Pears is top of the Women's ladder and Jim Croxton of the Men's. The latter is followed by Rashbrooke (club singles champion last season), Journet and MacLeod: and second, third and fourth rungs on the women's ladder are occupied by Shirley Grinllnton. P. Ralph and Iris Foley respectively.







World's Championship.


Table tennis enthusiasts who remember the visit to New Zealand last year of Barna and Bellac, and especially those who saw them In action, will have read with interest that Barna and his partner won the World's Doubles Championship recently. Bellac was not competing. Barna was eliminated from the singles In a quarter-final.—L.B.S.









Harriers




There was a good muster of the remaining members of the club for their run from the 'Varsity gymnasium, twenty-one members running in two packs. A course of six miles was followed along Kelburn Parade, down Devon Street and up Ohiro Road to Brooklyn. The runners then took to the hills and struck down a gully, encountering much muddy ground en route. A return to the starting point was made via Happy Valley Road.


In the fast pack Powell ran well throughout, and in the run-in he was first man home, closely followed by Henderson. The slow pack, with McLean as leader, kept a good pace, all the runners performing quite creditably.







Dannevirke.


Varsity sent two teams of four men each to Dannevirke on Saturday to compete in a 61 mile race there. The course covered was of 2 laps, with a lot of road in parts, but some good open country for the rest of the distance. Of the seven clubs represented In the A and B grades. Varsity was placed fourth in the A and fifth in the B grade. The best performance in the A grade was given by Scrymgeour, who finished fourth. Newall also ran well to fill thirteenth place, with O'Flynn and Burge in the twenties.


In the B grade field of about 60 starters. de la Mare ran well all the way, finishing in the first ten. Palmer started well but fell back In the second lap. Brewer was second man home in the team, being in the early twenties.







Another Harriers Novelty.


Harriers are on the top for novelty again. Last-Saturday two of the slow pack elected to leave the rest of the pack and have afternoon tea at a house by the wayside. No doubt considerably refreshed by this they eventually made their own sweet way home again. We hope they enjoyed their afternoon ten, but while not meaning to be offensive, would like to cast an official frown on this sort of thing. It is the second time this year that harriers have wandered off in pursuit of their own pleasures, regardless of the fact that they are supposed to be running In a pack. The lot of the pack leader is difficult enough, without having it made more so by upsetting the pack with such foolish antics.








•


What Is the most popular outdoor winter game at the Austalian Universities? As in New Zealand, It Is football—Rugby Union at Sydney and Brisbane. Australian Rules at Melbourne, Adelaide, Perth and Hobart. Hockey is 
[
unclear: soli
[
gap —  
reason: illegible]dly] entrenched in second place. Melbourne has four Rugby Union teams, and there are small clubs at Adelaide, Perth and Hobart.












Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 2, No. 10. June 14, 1939

Hockey Defeat Serious





Hockey Defeat Serious



Losing 3-6 to Huia on Saturday, the Hockey seniors suffered their fourth defeat of the season and are likely to be relegated to the Second Division at the end of the round. There is one match to play.




At Rugby we were heavily defeated by Old Boys, 6-26. The decisive reverse is disconcerting as the club placed about its strongest fifteen in the field. Continuing its string of victories, the second XV again won. Comment on the form of these Junior A players appears below. Playing matches against Training College that had been postponed, the basketball first and second teams won 15-11 and 7-5 respectively.—L.B.S.
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Basketball





Basketball


The postponed games against Training College were played on Saturday resulting in a double win tor Victoria. Senior A 15-11, Senior B 7-5. V.U.C. were superior in the A game in all departments of the game except perhaps in the matter of sheer speed. T.C. seem to be sacrificing efficiency to speed. This is especially true in their forwards where girl for girl they are better than Varsity. But the score is a real indication of the respective scoring merits of the two teams. Joy Osborn gave a polished exhibition of accurate shooting. Strangely enough she was quite unable to repeat the performance in the afternoon against the strong Kin Ora team.


Here Varsity might well have doubled their score. They had quite forty per cent, of the game, but there it is. We are strong in the defence third and in the centres but only average In the forwards.


Training College B team had every opportunity to win. They had more of the ball and were very superior in the defence third. But the game is won by putting the leather through the iron. This aphorism needs underlining amongst the student tennis of Wellington. We were very pleased to see the B team settled in its personnel and registering a win. Shorter passing, better understanding and grimmer determination added to the accurate shooting which is already there and the B team may add quite a few wins to its credit.


The Senior A team has been finalised as follows:—Forwards—J. Osborn, O. Castle. P. Higgin: 
Centres—B. Marsh. R. Bell. S. Hefford; 
Defence—J. Bythell. E. Broad. M. Walker.


The Senior B team is: —



Forwards—D. Maysmor, G. MacMorran. D. King: 
Centres—M. Norrie, A. Stewart. S. Kaye. 
Defence—W. Anderson. J. Lockwood. C. Abraham.


The Third team will be chosen from week to week, the selectors being largely influenced by the attendance at Tuesday night practices. The aim is to give the largest number of girls an opportunity to play on Saturdays and learn the game. For girls fairly new to Victoria this means possible future Tournaments.
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Tramping





Tramping


On the King's Birthday weekend the Tramping Club usually tramps; the number of embryo trampers present, the "tramp" 
[
unclear: resembled] a picnic.


But it was a very pleasant and enjoyable picnic, a great deal of credit for its success being due to Jim Croxton the leader. The lorry set off for the 
[
unclear: Haurangis] (nobody quite knew ehre they were) about an hour late, and, after a fast trip through extremely interesting limestone country, stopped at the top of a hill, over the top or which could be seen what appeared to be the Hanrangis, with Mount Ross in the distance.


It was decided to pitch camp in a nearby valley, and after ten minutes tramping, camp was duly set up. Messrs. Higgin, Livingstone and Meek, apparently not content with ten minutes' tramping on the first day, disappeared up the hill into the unknown promising to be back on Monday morning. We understand that, after ploughing 'through lawyer and falling down precipices in the darkness, they pitched camp in an inhospitable gorge at about 8.30 p. m.


The balance of the party was enlivened by some awful puns emitted by Mr. Braybrooke.


The great ascent of Mount Ross was accomplished successfully by the majority of the party on Sunday, arid Mr. Croxton led the weary trampers back to the camp with no casualties, although a little anxiety was felt when a search party was organised to look for the corpse of Mr. Arlidge.


Monday morning was wet; the party endeavoured to dry Marie Collin at the fire and give Doris Johannsen an airing, but their efforts weren't appreciated. An amazing dinner and an exploration trip in the limestone locality were features of the day.


It is notable that the party on the return journey all wore large boots, boots as heavy as lend.—I. 
Sax.
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Junior A Rugby





Junior A Rugby


The second XV added to Its record by defeating 
[
unclear: Kaiwarra] 19-8 on Saturday: but though the margin was handsome the game was not satis-factory. Too many forwards were inclined to play loose, and poor tackling and backlng-up let opponents through.


The game started with a dash which promised fast and high-scoring play: but partly because of difficulty in handling the greasy ball and the retarding of back movements by the heavy ground, the game gradually degenerated into a scramble.


At full-back 
Greig played well—his kicking was tremendous—though he had some difficulty in fielding the rolling ball.


A good three-quarter line was spoilt by the infrequency and slowness with which the ball reached it. 

[
unclear: Mahood] and 

[
unclear: Ekdahl] showed plenty of dash, and 
Papps is playing really promising Rugby.
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Papps Promising





Papps Promising.


Week by week Papps shows football talent and belles the charge that he is too slow. From Judicious play he has scored a number of tries this season.


In the forwards Smith gave a good exhibition, toiling hard in both tight and loose. 
[
unclear: Gundar], promoted from the Junior B team, played very well in the loose, being fast off the scrum, often with the ball at toe. He will make a good forward If his head goes down more into the tight play. Of the rest of the pack, 
Corkill and 
Webb were to be seen at the head of some of the rushes: but, generally speaking, the pack did not play well together.


When the casualties have recovered, the team will be a strong attacking force. In the backs there is plenty of speed and determination if they are fed quickly, and the forwards arc fast, capable and weighty.
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Some Faults





Some Faults.


The team must learn not to hesitate when rush-stopping and greater attention must be paid to backing up. There is a tendency to stand off and see what one man can do against the whole of the opposing team. The half-back and inside backs must be given greater protection from opposing forwards. Game as he is, 
Carey cannot be expected to get the ball out if he Is swamped by quick-breaking forwards. The remaining games are against 
[
unclear: stiffer] opposition and attention to these fundamental details will be Imperative.


Coach Fred. Macken is doing great work and through his own keenness has filled the team with enthusiasm. He deserves commiseration, too, for the continual strain he suffers on the sideline. It has been estimated that the "Varsity loaf" in which the team indulges in the second spell when leading comfortably has cost him many years of life.
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Here and There





Here and There



"Burke is a good captain—he doesn't talk too much"—"Evening Post" in discussing University Rugby players.


Playing good football for the seniors is 
Roy Hansen, who is also one of V.U.C.'s best Tournament oarsmen. A fit, hard-working forward, his chances of gaining representative honours improve with every game.



Stan. 
[
unclear: Braithwaite] is back in Wellington after spending several days in hospital in Christchurch and later at Hanmer. He sustained concussion through colliding with an opponent at the Hockey Tournament a fortnight ago.



Kirkham played particularly well at left full-back when the Senior Reserve hockey team defeated Wesley 2-1 on Saturday. 
[
unclear: Kingi Tahiuri], at right fullback, also played well. With 
Till, Long and 
Dr. Campbell as halves, the team is well served in this department, also. Two wins and four losses is the record to date. It seems likely that the seniors, who lost to Huia 3-6, will be relegated to the Second Division at the end of the round.



[
unclear: Gu
[
gap —  
reason: illegible]"Blise] is another hockey player recovering from injuries. A cheekbone was fractured in a game about a month ago. Guy plays for Training College and in view of the risk of another knock and possible serious consequences, may not turn out again this season.
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Table Tennis





Table Tennis





Opening Night


Last Wednesday night saw the Table Tennis Club officially open its season with a Tournament in the Gym., some 40 players taking part. Several newcomers were to the fore, the reasons varying from natural playing ability and enthusiasm down to a misjudged handicap.


The committee had been optimistic enough to arrange for a tournament consisting of men's and women's singles matches. With the limited playing facilities available, the large entry was embarrassing; but a way out of the difficulty was found by arranging doubles matches, entrants then having the opportunity of playing at least one single in addition to two doubles.


The singles victor emerged, but only after a complicated process of arithmetical reasoning, In the person of Jim Croxton. Misses Pat Ralph and W. Hodge won the women's doubles and A. MacLeod and R. Cumber the men's.


One did not expect to witness table tennis of a very high standard at such a tournament, and that proved to be the case; but consistent practice in inter-club matches, at club nights, and at other times should result in a marked improvement in form. These club nights are on Tuesdays and Saturdays and attractive, varied, programmes have been arranged for them. In inter-club matches the 'Varsity teams are holding their own.







The Ladders.


Kathleen Pears is top of the Women's ladder and Jim Croxton of the Men's. The latter is followed by Rashbrooke (club singles champion last season), Journet and MacLeod: and second, third and fourth rungs on the women's ladder are occupied by Shirley Grinllnton. P. Ralph and Iris Foley respectively.







World's Championship.


Table tennis enthusiasts who remember the visit to New Zealand last year of Barna and Bellac, and especially those who saw them In action, will have read with interest that Barna and his partner won the World's Doubles Championship recently. Bellac was not competing. Barna was eliminated from the singles In a quarter-final.—L.B.S.
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Opening Night





Opening Night


Last Wednesday night saw the Table Tennis Club officially open its season with a Tournament in the Gym., some 40 players taking part. Several newcomers were to the fore, the reasons varying from natural playing ability and enthusiasm down to a misjudged handicap.


The committee had been optimistic enough to arrange for a tournament consisting of men's and women's singles matches. With the limited playing facilities available, the large entry was embarrassing; but a way out of the difficulty was found by arranging doubles matches, entrants then having the opportunity of playing at least one single in addition to two doubles.


The singles victor emerged, but only after a complicated process of arithmetical reasoning, In the person of Jim Croxton. Misses Pat Ralph and W. Hodge won the women's doubles and A. MacLeod and R. Cumber the men's.


One did not expect to witness table tennis of a very high standard at such a tournament, and that proved to be the case; but consistent practice in inter-club matches, at club nights, and at other times should result in a marked improvement in form. These club nights are on Tuesdays and Saturdays and attractive, varied, programmes have been arranged for them. In inter-club matches the 'Varsity teams are holding their own.
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The Ladders





The Ladders.


Kathleen Pears is top of the Women's ladder and Jim Croxton of the Men's. The latter is followed by Rashbrooke (club singles champion last season), Journet and MacLeod: and second, third and fourth rungs on the women's ladder are occupied by Shirley Grinllnton. P. Ralph and Iris Foley respectively.
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World's Championship





World's Championship.


Table tennis enthusiasts who remember the visit to New Zealand last year of Barna and Bellac, and especially those who saw them In action, will have read with interest that Barna and his partner won the World's Doubles Championship recently. Bellac was not competing. Barna was eliminated from the singles In a quarter-final.—L.B.S.
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Harriers





Harriers




There was a good muster of the remaining members of the club for their run from the 'Varsity gymnasium, twenty-one members running in two packs. A course of six miles was followed along Kelburn Parade, down Devon Street and up Ohiro Road to Brooklyn. The runners then took to the hills and struck down a gully, encountering much muddy ground en route. A return to the starting point was made via Happy Valley Road.


In the fast pack Powell ran well throughout, and in the run-in he was first man home, closely followed by Henderson. The slow pack, with McLean as leader, kept a good pace, all the runners performing quite creditably.







Dannevirke.


Varsity sent two teams of four men each to Dannevirke on Saturday to compete in a 61 mile race there. The course covered was of 2 laps, with a lot of road in parts, but some good open country for the rest of the distance. Of the seven clubs represented In the A and B grades. Varsity was placed fourth in the A and fifth in the B grade. The best performance in the A grade was given by Scrymgeour, who finished fourth. Newall also ran well to fill thirteenth place, with O'Flynn and Burge in the twenties.


In the B grade field of about 60 starters. de la Mare ran well all the way, finishing in the first ten. Palmer started well but fell back In the second lap. Brewer was second man home in the team, being in the early twenties.







Another Harriers Novelty.


Harriers are on the top for novelty again. Last-Saturday two of the slow pack elected to leave the rest of the pack and have afternoon tea at a house by the wayside. No doubt considerably refreshed by this they eventually made their own sweet way home again. We hope they enjoyed their afternoon ten, but while not meaning to be offensive, would like to cast an official frown on this sort of thing. It is the second time this year that harriers have wandered off in pursuit of their own pleasures, regardless of the fact that they are supposed to be running In a pack. The lot of the pack leader is difficult enough, without having it made more so by upsetting the pack with such foolish antics.
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[introduction]




There was a good muster of the remaining members of the club for their run from the 'Varsity gymnasium, twenty-one members running in two packs. A course of six miles was followed along Kelburn Parade, down Devon Street and up Ohiro Road to Brooklyn. The runners then took to the hills and struck down a gully, encountering much muddy ground en route. A return to the starting point was made via Happy Valley Road.


In the fast pack Powell ran well throughout, and in the run-in he was first man home, closely followed by Henderson. The slow pack, with McLean as leader, kept a good pace, all the runners performing quite creditably.
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Dannevirke





Dannevirke.


Varsity sent two teams of four men each to Dannevirke on Saturday to compete in a 61 mile race there. The course covered was of 2 laps, with a lot of road in parts, but some good open country for the rest of the distance. Of the seven clubs represented In the A and B grades. Varsity was placed fourth in the A and fifth in the B grade. The best performance in the A grade was given by Scrymgeour, who finished fourth. Newall also ran well to fill thirteenth place, with O'Flynn and Burge in the twenties.


In the B grade field of about 60 starters. de la Mare ran well all the way, finishing in the first ten. Palmer started well but fell back In the second lap. Brewer was second man home in the team, being in the early twenties.
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Another Harriers Novelty





Another Harriers Novelty.


Harriers are on the top for novelty again. Last-Saturday two of the slow pack elected to leave the rest of the pack and have afternoon tea at a house by the wayside. No doubt considerably refreshed by this they eventually made their own sweet way home again. We hope they enjoyed their afternoon ten, but while not meaning to be offensive, would like to cast an official frown on this sort of thing. It is the second time this year that harriers have wandered off in pursuit of their own pleasures, regardless of the fact that they are supposed to be running In a pack. The lot of the pack leader is difficult enough, without having it made more so by upsetting the pack with such foolish antics.
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[Comment on University games]




•


What Is the most popular outdoor winter game at the Austalian Universities? As in New Zealand, It Is football—Rugby Union at Sydney and Brisbane. Australian Rules at Melbourne, Adelaide, Perth and Hobart. Hockey is 
[
unclear: soli
[
gap —  
reason: illegible]dly] entrenched in second place. Melbourne has four Rugby Union teams, and there are small clubs at Adelaide, Perth and Hobart.
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Full Timers





Full Timers


We had thought that nil students had realised that there was no room in a University for grievances or grudges, that co-operation must replace sectional interest. We realised on Friday last that we had been over-sanguine.


An unofficial meeting of full-time students was called at lunch-time on Friday. Mr. Cardale, Influenced no doubt by his zoological background, commenced by referring to the present Executive as a collection of antiquated, shell backed fossils. A glance round the meeting assured us that the shining lights of the full-timers came also under that heading. As far as we could gather, desire for representation on the Executive arose out of the difficulty of getting club notices signed, the desire for a drinking fountain, and the long duration of Executive notices on their board. Incidentally, the strongest motive was probably unfounded, individual prejudice.


It was asserted that full-timers comprise one-third of the College, and are the most active members in student affairs. (It is rather interesting to note that about thirty of that one-third were present at the meeting!) A reply was not found to the objection that, this statement being accurate, full-timers would before now have found themselves with adequate representation on the Executive.


Owing to the fact that the chairman. Mr. Cardale, had to leave at half-past one time could not of course, be spared for full discussion of this weighty problem. A hurried and muddled motion, moved by Mr. Ongley, resulted In the nomination, also hurried, of three Science faculty members as candidates for the men's committee. Following Joy Osborn's refusal to stand merely as a full-timers' representative. Mr. Ongley graciously gave permission to the women to "sort themselves out."


Full-timers, the candidates for your ticket (Just In case you were among the 250 odd who were 
not at the meeting) are:—





Mr. Cardale
 (of course)


Mr. Robertson



Mr. Ongley





We hope these candidates meet with such success as they deserve. They have at least tried very hard.


—F.E.M.


E.H.J.


•
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Physical Culture — Women's Gym. Class Starts To-Morrow





Physical Culture



Women's Gym. Class Starts To-Morrow.


The Women's Gym class will be held in the Gym every Thursday evening from 7 to 8 p.m. The class will be taken by Miss Helen R. Macdonald who is the new Physical Director of the Y.W.C.A. Miss Macdonald Is a graduate of the School of Physical Education, McGill University College. Montreal, Canada, and Columbia University. New York City.


The class is for the winter term only and the class fee will at the-most be 5/-.


Take advantage of this class.


Improve your Health. Beautify your Body.


Watch the Notice Board.
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"salient" Advertisements





"salient" Advertisements.


Wanted—a student to collect advertisements for "Salient" on a commission basis. The paper is in urgent need of advertising matter, for it is upon revenue from advertisements that the paper is so dependant. Will any student prepared to undertake the task please see me immediately?


•



R. W. Edgley

President. V.U.C.S.A.
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[quote from D. H. Lawrence]




Man is immoral because he has got a mind and can't get used to the fact.


—D. H. Lawrence.
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[advert]






[image: "Come with me to 'Three Smart Girls' on Friday night, Jack?" "What! Go to the pictures on Friday? Not on your sweet life! Don't you know that that is the night of the TENNIS CLUB BOB HOP" BE IN, EVERYBODY, AND HELP US REVIVE OUR GREAT BOB HOP TRADITION IT'LL BE GOOD FUN! DINKUM! Friday Next, June 16th]




[image: write for "Spike" 1939 prose Verse Photography Lino Cuts send in Contributions — NOW!]




[image: Living "Up to" or "On" Your Reputation? Every student knows this is no more playing with words—many people, and many commodities, are living "on" their reputation, not "up-to" a standard. COLUMBUS RADIOS Have citnbllihcd a high reputation for themselves and are living up to that reputation. Specially designed on planned production methods, fully is up to the highest radio standard and is unconditionally guaranteed Get Details of Low Price and Easy-Pay Confidential Plan. 258 lambton quay. 89 cuba street. 17 willis street.]
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