




Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 1, No. 19 September 6, 1938


The NZETC epub Edition
This is an epub version of 
     
Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 1, No. 19 September 6, 1938
    by
     
    from the NZETC, licenced under the
     
Conditions of use 
     (http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/tei-NZETC-About-copyright.html).
 For more information on what this licence allows you to do with this work, please contact Library-TechnologyServices@vuw.ac.nz. 
The NZETC is a digital library based at Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand. We publish texts of interest to a New Zealand and Pacific audience, and current strengths include historical New Zealand and Pacific Islands texts, texts in Maori and New Zealand literature. A full list of texts is available on our website (http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/).
Please report errors, including where you obtained this file, how you tried to access the file and details of the error. Errors, feedback and comments can be sent to Library-TechnologyServices@vuw.ac.nz.
About the electronic version


Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 1, No. 19 September 6, 1938

Creation of machine-readable version: 
Keyboarded by KiwiTech

Creation of digital images: 
KiwiTech

Conversion to TEI-conformant markup: 
KiwiTech

Victoria University of Wellington Library, 2013

Wellington


Publicly accessible


URL: http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/collections.html


copyright 2013, by the Victoria University of Wellington Library


Extent: ca. 77 kilobytes




About the print version




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 1, No. 19 September 6, 1938

Editor: 
A. H. Scotney


Victoria University College Students' Association, September 6, 1938

Wellington



Salient

1





Encoding

        
All unambiguous end-of-line hyphens have been removed and
          the trailing part of a word has been joined to the preceding
          line, except in the case of those words that break over a
          page.

        
Some keywords in the header are a local Electronic
          Text Collection scheme to aid in establishing analytical
          groupings.

      







Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 1, No. 19 September 6, 1938

Contents


	
[title page]

	

	
Otago Wins Dull Debate

	
V.U.C. Five Points Behind

	
Pro

	
Remarks

	
Marks

	
Con



	
And Now Czechoslovakia!

	
[introduction]

	
British Foreign Policy

	
Colonial Interests

	
Britain's Aim

	
Summation



	
Toothpick

	
Utopias

	
Sbiter Ocripta

	
After 100 Years

	
Justice! — Law and Society

	
[introduction]

	
Poor Litigants

	
Political Offences

	
[advert] 

p. 2



	
Tests of Truth

	
Anatomy of Mind 

p. 3

	
[introduction] 

p. 3

	
Reasons for Reason

	
Double Dutch

	
Application

	
Prototypes

	
Evolution is the Dance



	
Battle-Eve

	
[advert]

	
Giving the Show Away — Someone has Blundered

	
Massey Ball

	
[Massey Ball]

	
Other Amusements



	
Time to Change?

	
[advert]

	
Sport 

p. 4

	
The Beginning and the End 

p. 4

	
Scrimgeour First

	
[introduction]

	
The Race

	
Scrymgeour Takes Lead

	
Dixon Trophy to Otago



	
Basketball

	
[final results]

	
Representatives



	
Mt. Holdsworth — Skiing Trip

	
Rugby

	
North v. South

	
N.Z.U. v. Waikato

	
Inter-College Hockey



	
Spanish Children — Copper Trail

	
[advert]










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 1, No. 19 September 6, 1938

[title page]








[image: Salient Masthead]




Salient



An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z.


VOL. 1, No. 18.



Wellington


September
 6, 1938

Price: Threepence












Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 1, No. 19 September 6, 1938



Contents


	
Otago Wins Dull Debate

	
V.U.C. Five Points Behind

	
Pro

	
Remarks

	
Marks

	
Con



	
And Now Czechoslovakia!

	
[introduction]

	
British Foreign Policy

	
Colonial Interests

	
Britain's Aim

	
Summation



	
Toothpick

	
Utopias

	
Sbiter Ocripta

	
After 100 Years

	
Justice! — Law and Society

	
[introduction]

	
Poor Litigants

	
Political Offences

	
[advert] 

p. 2



	
Tests of Truth

	
Anatomy of Mind 

p. 3

	
[introduction] 

p. 3

	
Reasons for Reason

	
Double Dutch

	
Application

	
Prototypes

	
Evolution is the Dance



	
Battle-Eve

	
[advert]

	
Giving the Show Away — Someone has Blundered

	
Massey Ball

	
[Massey Ball]

	
Other Amusements



	
Time to Change?

	
[advert]

	
Sport 

p. 4

	
The Beginning and the End 

p. 4

	
Scrimgeour First

	
[introduction]

	
The Race

	
Scrymgeour Takes Lead

	
Dixon Trophy to Otago



	
Basketball

	
[final results]

	
Representatives



	
Mt. Holdsworth — Skiing Trip

	
Rugby

	
North v. South

	
N.Z.U. v. Waikato

	
Inter-College Hockey



	
Spanish Children — Copper Trail

	
[advert]








Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 1, No. 19 September 6, 1938

Otago Wins Dull Debate





Otago Wins Dull Debate





V.U.C. Five Points Behind


Most of the students present at Massey Agricultural College to hear the debates for the Joynt Scroll had heard better debating in their own college halls. The standard was certainly high, but as Mr. Oram said, the public were entitled to expect something a great deal higher. The Universities were making a public appearance; the teams were supposed to be the best speakers from their respective colleges; we were putting on a full-dress show. But if we wanted to impress the public we failed.


The audience smiled frequently and nodded its head in appreciation of a point well made and thought the students looked nice; but there was no thunderous applause, no scandalised expressions, no excitement. With a subject like "Religion has been throughout the Ages an Obstacle to Progress," one might expect bright students to give the public a shock, pleasant or otherwise, but instead, that placid monster went home quietly to supper, talking about the lovely building.


The tone of the contest can be judged by the fact that there was only one "sensation" throughout the three debates. Mr. A. L. McCulloch shattered the calm with an interjection from his place on the dais and then looked as if he wanted to get under the table. His remark was ignored, and there were no further incidents.


The chairman during the afternoon was Mr. A. J. Gilmour, of Massey College, and during the evening, Mr. A. P. Blair, president of N.Z.U.S.A. The judges, Messrs. M. H. Oram, J. Murray and Rev. J. Hubbard, all of Palmerston North, placed Otago first and Victoria second.







Pro


. . . Religion is either dope or dynamite and it is a tragic fact that with 99 out of 100 it is a dope—the "opiate of the people."


. . . The social reforms in the nineteenth century were a mere stunt to give an illusion of progress.


. . . Religion gives its sanction to every warship launched.


. . . You cannot dissociate religion from religious institutions, because man is a social being, and therefore his religon always tends to be organised as an institution.


. . . After the Reformation the Bible instead of the Church was set up as the tyrant.


. . . When Christianity was a banned sect, its followers uphold freedom of worship. When they became the dominant sect, they changed their ideas.


—Miss D. Fowler.


•


. . . It is true the Pilgrim Fathers, a religious people, founded modern America. It is true they were jolly fine people. But it was because of religious persecution they left America.


—D. M. Smith.



. . . The church has always been defeatist in its attitude to social problems.


. . . The church explained slavery and injustice as having been ordained by God as punishments for sin.


. . . In the East, religion is responsible for the two greatest obstacles to progress: ancestor worship and the caste system.


—R. Hurst.


•


. . . Social progress is retarded by vested interests. The church itself is a vested interest.


. . . The Industrial Revolution was accompanied by a great religious revival. While men were on the breadline, the church was more concerned with the hereafter.


. . . Greece and Rome made their greatest progress when religion was at its lowest ebb.


. . . Religion developed out of superstition rather than supplanted it.


—P. Day.


•


. . . By promises of future bliss, religion takes people's minds off present problems. For centuries Russia advanced scarcely a whit, mainly because of the power of the church.


. . . Napoleon re-established religious institutions because he saw they would assist him to maintain his tyranny.


—J. S. Rumbold.







Remarks


Mr. O'Callaghan (Otago) who secured the highest points, had a very fine debating style. A comparison between the marks accorded to him and to Mr. Almers (who had second highest) shows that for matter he was only one point ahead. The marks for method were the same, but his manner placed him three points ahead. His gestures were few and natural, and his sincerity obvious.


Though his reply was marred by the use of some rather thin "debaters' arguments," his opening speech was logical and convincing. His speech was forceful but did not display the gift for epigram evident in some of the others speakers, notably Mr. Myers.


Special praise is due to Mr. Morrison, whose performance, considering the circumstances, was remarkable. On Friday morning Miss M. Shortall wired that she had missed her train and could not be present to second Mr. Almers. The latter, after frantic efforts to find a seconder, located Mr. Morrison, who gallantly came to the rescue of religion and V.U.C. He had only from 11 a.m. to prepare his speech. These facts and his high marks testify to his debating ability.


To make any attempt to report the speeches would be fair neither to the debaters nor the reader. It would involve too much repetition. Briefly, the affirmative attacked churches as religious institutions and the negative attacked them as irreligious institutions. We have not space to report involved logic, but most of the memorable sayings are given as food for thought.







Marks


The detailed marks allotted were as follow:—


	Otago.—Mr. M. G. O'Callaghan: Matter (maximum 40) 33, method (maximum 25) 20, manner (maximum 35) 25, total 78. Mr. S. W. P. Mirams: Matter 30, method 15, manner 20, total 68. Treatment by both speakers (maximum 50) 35, reply (maximum 25) 17, grand total 198.

	Victoria A.—Mr. J. B. Almers: 32, 20, 22, total 14. Mr. N. A. Morrison: 31, 19, 17, total 67. Treatment by both speakers 35, reply 17, grand total 193.

	Auckland.—Miss D. Fowler: 26, 14, 22, total 62. Mr. P. Day: 28, 16, 20, total 64. Treatment by both speakers 30, reply 18, grand total 174.

	Victoria B.—Mr. A. L. McCulloch: 26, 14. 21, total 61. Mr. C. A. Myers: 30, 15, 18, total 63. Treatment by both speakers 25, reply 12, grand total 161.

	Canterbury.—Mr. R. Hurst: 22, 16, 16, total 54. Mr. J. S. Rumbold: 29, 19, 17, total 65. Treatment by both speakers 25, reply 13, grand total 157.

	Massey.—Mr. D. M. Smith: 28, 17, 22, total 67. Mr. R. D. Bamford: 20, 12, 18, total 50. Treatment by both speakers 20, reply 14, grand total 151.









Con


. . . The affirmative claim that in the early days learning and culture were confined to the monasteries. That at least admits that the religious people of those days were the learned ones.


. . . Religion, so far from being an obstacle, is rather a great and profound influence to the progress of the individual.—M. G. O'Callaghan.


•


. . . The monastic system laid the very foundations of modern progress. By the example of their own lives, the monks taught the people how to live usefully.


... A pupil of Adam Bede founded the first universities. Even if Roger Bacon was damned by the church, he was an intensely religious man.


—N. A. Morrison.


. . . Howard was fulfilling his Christian duty by his work for prison reform; and also the influence of his work helped, in some small way, to modify the forms of society which produced the prisons.



. . . Buddhism stands for peace, mercy, and compassion, and a reverence for life in all its forms. Is there a sounder basis for progress?


. . . In order to apply Christianity, we must have a change in the social system.


. . . Religion is the ambulance corps in the army of progress.


—J. B. Almers.


•


. . . The strength or weakness of a race largely depends on its religion, because religion gives a nation its ethics, law and morals. Religion enabled the Israelites to throw off the power of Egypt.


—S. W. P. Mirams.


•


. . . Religion has aided progress by resisting superstition.


. . . Religion celebrated the month of May as the feast of the Virgin. The superstitious therefore said it was unlucky to marry in May.


—A. L. McCulloch.


•


. . . Personal religion has never yet hindered a man from doing what he thought right for the benefit of the world.


. . . It is better to have a cave-man armed with a club than a cave-man armed with bombs.


. . . Religion is as distinct from the church as the soul is from the body.


—C. A. Myers.












Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 1, No. 19 September 6, 1938

V.U.C. Five Points Behind





V.U.C. Five Points Behind


Most of the students present at Massey Agricultural College to hear the debates for the Joynt Scroll had heard better debating in their own college halls. The standard was certainly high, but as Mr. Oram said, the public were entitled to expect something a great deal higher. The Universities were making a public appearance; the teams were supposed to be the best speakers from their respective colleges; we were putting on a full-dress show. But if we wanted to impress the public we failed.


The audience smiled frequently and nodded its head in appreciation of a point well made and thought the students looked nice; but there was no thunderous applause, no scandalised expressions, no excitement. With a subject like "Religion has been throughout the Ages an Obstacle to Progress," one might expect bright students to give the public a shock, pleasant or otherwise, but instead, that placid monster went home quietly to supper, talking about the lovely building.


The tone of the contest can be judged by the fact that there was only one "sensation" throughout the three debates. Mr. A. L. McCulloch shattered the calm with an interjection from his place on the dais and then looked as if he wanted to get under the table. His remark was ignored, and there were no further incidents.


The chairman during the afternoon was Mr. A. J. Gilmour, of Massey College, and during the evening, Mr. A. P. Blair, president of N.Z.U.S.A. The judges, Messrs. M. H. Oram, J. Murray and Rev. J. Hubbard, all of Palmerston North, placed Otago first and Victoria second.
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Pro


. . . Religion is either dope or dynamite and it is a tragic fact that with 99 out of 100 it is a dope—the "opiate of the people."


. . . The social reforms in the nineteenth century were a mere stunt to give an illusion of progress.


. . . Religion gives its sanction to every warship launched.


. . . You cannot dissociate religion from religious institutions, because man is a social being, and therefore his religon always tends to be organised as an institution.


. . . After the Reformation the Bible instead of the Church was set up as the tyrant.


. . . When Christianity was a banned sect, its followers uphold freedom of worship. When they became the dominant sect, they changed their ideas.


—Miss D. Fowler.


•


. . . It is true the Pilgrim Fathers, a religious people, founded modern America. It is true they were jolly fine people. But it was because of religious persecution they left America.


—D. M. Smith.



. . . The church has always been defeatist in its attitude to social problems.


. . . The church explained slavery and injustice as having been ordained by God as punishments for sin.


. . . In the East, religion is responsible for the two greatest obstacles to progress: ancestor worship and the caste system.


—R. Hurst.


•


. . . Social progress is retarded by vested interests. The church itself is a vested interest.


. . . The Industrial Revolution was accompanied by a great religious revival. While men were on the breadline, the church was more concerned with the hereafter.


. . . Greece and Rome made their greatest progress when religion was at its lowest ebb.


. . . Religion developed out of superstition rather than supplanted it.


—P. Day.


•


. . . By promises of future bliss, religion takes people's minds off present problems. For centuries Russia advanced scarcely a whit, mainly because of the power of the church.


. . . Napoleon re-established religious institutions because he saw they would assist him to maintain his tyranny.


—J. S. Rumbold.
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Remarks





Remarks


Mr. O'Callaghan (Otago) who secured the highest points, had a very fine debating style. A comparison between the marks accorded to him and to Mr. Almers (who had second highest) shows that for matter he was only one point ahead. The marks for method were the same, but his manner placed him three points ahead. His gestures were few and natural, and his sincerity obvious.


Though his reply was marred by the use of some rather thin "debaters' arguments," his opening speech was logical and convincing. His speech was forceful but did not display the gift for epigram evident in some of the others speakers, notably Mr. Myers.


Special praise is due to Mr. Morrison, whose performance, considering the circumstances, was remarkable. On Friday morning Miss M. Shortall wired that she had missed her train and could not be present to second Mr. Almers. The latter, after frantic efforts to find a seconder, located Mr. Morrison, who gallantly came to the rescue of religion and V.U.C. He had only from 11 a.m. to prepare his speech. These facts and his high marks testify to his debating ability.


To make any attempt to report the speeches would be fair neither to the debaters nor the reader. It would involve too much repetition. Briefly, the affirmative attacked churches as religious institutions and the negative attacked them as irreligious institutions. We have not space to report involved logic, but most of the memorable sayings are given as food for thought.
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Marks





Marks


The detailed marks allotted were as follow:—


	Otago.—Mr. M. G. O'Callaghan: Matter (maximum 40) 33, method (maximum 25) 20, manner (maximum 35) 25, total 78. Mr. S. W. P. Mirams: Matter 30, method 15, manner 20, total 68. Treatment by both speakers (maximum 50) 35, reply (maximum 25) 17, grand total 198.

	Victoria A.—Mr. J. B. Almers: 32, 20, 22, total 14. Mr. N. A. Morrison: 31, 19, 17, total 67. Treatment by both speakers 35, reply 17, grand total 193.

	Auckland.—Miss D. Fowler: 26, 14, 22, total 62. Mr. P. Day: 28, 16, 20, total 64. Treatment by both speakers 30, reply 18, grand total 174.

	Victoria B.—Mr. A. L. McCulloch: 26, 14. 21, total 61. Mr. C. A. Myers: 30, 15, 18, total 63. Treatment by both speakers 25, reply 12, grand total 161.

	Canterbury.—Mr. R. Hurst: 22, 16, 16, total 54. Mr. J. S. Rumbold: 29, 19, 17, total 65. Treatment by both speakers 25, reply 13, grand total 157.

	Massey.—Mr. D. M. Smith: 28, 17, 22, total 67. Mr. R. D. Bamford: 20, 12, 18, total 50. Treatment by both speakers 20, reply 14, grand total 151.
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Con





Con


. . . The affirmative claim that in the early days learning and culture were confined to the monasteries. That at least admits that the religious people of those days were the learned ones.


. . . Religion, so far from being an obstacle, is rather a great and profound influence to the progress of the individual.—M. G. O'Callaghan.


•


. . . The monastic system laid the very foundations of modern progress. By the example of their own lives, the monks taught the people how to live usefully.


... A pupil of Adam Bede founded the first universities. Even if Roger Bacon was damned by the church, he was an intensely religious man.


—N. A. Morrison.


. . . Howard was fulfilling his Christian duty by his work for prison reform; and also the influence of his work helped, in some small way, to modify the forms of society which produced the prisons.



. . . Buddhism stands for peace, mercy, and compassion, and a reverence for life in all its forms. Is there a sounder basis for progress?


. . . In order to apply Christianity, we must have a change in the social system.


. . . Religion is the ambulance corps in the army of progress.


—J. B. Almers.


•


. . . The strength or weakness of a race largely depends on its religion, because religion gives a nation its ethics, law and morals. Religion enabled the Israelites to throw off the power of Egypt.


—S. W. P. Mirams.


•


. . . Religion has aided progress by resisting superstition.


. . . Religion celebrated the month of May as the feast of the Virgin. The superstitious therefore said it was unlucky to marry in May.


—A. L. McCulloch.


•


. . . Personal religion has never yet hindered a man from doing what he thought right for the benefit of the world.


. . . It is better to have a cave-man armed with a club than a cave-man armed with bombs.


. . . Religion is as distinct from the church as the soul is from the body.


—C. A. Myers.
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And Now Czechoslovakia!





And Now Czechoslovakia!




We are often told either that Britain has no foreign policy or that she has frequently been humiliated in recent years but the falsity of both these views becomes clear when we see the effect on world politics of the known nature of the next war between great powers. There are three reasons why the wars in Spain and China will not serve as models for the Second World War (though they show the direction of change in methods of warfare): firstly, there are comparatively few planes in use and most of them are obsolescent; secondly, the air raids are conducted for purposes of practice and experiment rather than of destruction; and, thirdly, the invaders have an interest in limiting the damage in countries they propose to occupy. In the Second World War the military objective and the prize will not be the same; the military objective will be a European country and the prize a worldwide empire (saved or won). The belligerents' aim will not be to conquer, but to destroy all she can; no acquisitive considerations will temper the fury of the attack. We all know what a major European war will be like in these circumstances. There will be no warning; thousands of bombers will make flight after flight to enemy towns with high-explosive, incendiary, gas and bacteriological bombs. There is no defence against the bombing plane. Hostilities will last only a few days.







British Foreign Policy.


Now see what light this throws on British foreign policy. Take first the strategic aspect of the Abyssinian and Spanish wars. One of the strategic factors involved is the control of the Mediterranean. Although Italy is now a powerful nation, although she controls Tunis, Libya, most of Spain and part of Abyssinia, the British navy can keep Italian shipping bottled up in the Mediterranean for the duration of the next war. It is true that British shipping could not pass through the narrow straits that separate Italy from the African coast; but for the duration of the next war (and longer) Italy could close these straits even if she had no colonies and possessed only a dozen submarines and a hundred bombers. So we see that Britain's strategic position in the Mediterranean has not been changed by Italy's growth to power and her conquests in Abyssinia and Spain.


Another strategic consideration is the "encirclement" of France. In a geographical sense a fascist victory in Spain will mean encirclement, but it will have little military significance, for in an attack on France, neither Italy nor Germany will need Spanish air bases. Similarly, London is much nearer to Germany than 'to Spain and is actually nearer to Italy than to Spain. (If that amazes you, consult your atlas).


War-mongers on the left, point out that fascist aggression is giving Italy and Germany access to the raw materials they would need for a long war. But the Foreign Office knows how long the next war will last and knows that this is no strategic gain.







Colonial Interests.


Similarly, in the economic field: Britain had trivial colonial interests in Abyssinia and comparatively unimportant ones in Spain. She has thrown other people's babies to the fascist wolves. The fascist states must expand or bust. We have seen that Britain has had no imperialistic (i.e., strategic or economic) reason for opposing their expansion; it remains to see why she does not want them to bust.


The British ruling class has not forgotten that in 1918 revolution swept Europe, it has not forgotten the post-war temper of the English people, rising to its height in the movement that forced the abandonment of Poland in 1920. The interest of the ruling class in fostering reaction in its appropriate forms at home and abroad has quickened in the permanent crisis 
[
unclear: capitalism], when at any time a war or a cyclical depression may create a revolutionary situation. In such a situation the eloquent example of a Left government in a European country might just make the difference between revolution and no revolution, So in 1935, when Italian fascism was largely discredited at home and Italian industry was desperately in need of expanding markets, the rulers of Britain tricked their electors and permitted a colonial war firstly to divert the attention of the Italian people and secondly to provide a market for munitons and capital goods and to reduce unemployment by conscription and colonial public works.


Similarly when the invasion of Spain in 1936 drove the liberal government to the left, Britain decided that the government must not win. And the government is bound to lose, for when Italy and Germany have consolidated their economic stranglehold on rebel territory, Britain will allow them to send in enough men and armaments and munitions to win the war in a week or two.


Who now can say that Britain has no foreign policy or that she has been humiliated? Her position has not deteriorated strategically, she has lost no colonies, she has preserved reaction on the Continent.







Britain's Aim.


In the light of tills policy let us examine the British attitude to Czechoslovakia. In the first place, Britain would prefer a fascist dictatorship to a democratic government even of the right, for who can foretell the result of the next elections? Secondly, Britain has no colonial interest in the country. Thirdly, the absorption of Czechoslovakia would give Germany no strategic advantage for the new kind of war if she wages it westward, but would give her an enormous strategic advantage in a war against the U.S.S.R. by providing advanced bases and by exterminating one of Russia's two European allies. The incorporation of Czechoslovakia in the Reich would thus bring nearer the realisation of the secret dearest wish of the British ruling class.


But Czechoslovakia will fight unless she is appreciably weakened before the crisis comes; and if she fights. France and Russia will fight: and if France fights. Britain will fight, even though Russia would be an ally, for a Germany that had defeated France would be too strong to be controlled by Britain's manipulations of the balance of power.







Summation.


So if Germany marches to-morrow. Britain is at war. But Britain doesn't want to fight Germany yet: she wants Germany first to attack the U.S.S.R. France could easily be bought off or paralysed by a parliamentary crisis. If the attack falls Germany becomes a minor power and Britain reconciles herself to the impregnability of Russia. If the attack succeeds Britain thanks God for the end of Bolshevism and either bullies Germany into disgorging most of the spoils (as she did Japan in 1895) or else leads the rest of Europe in an attack on her in her weakened post-war state, annihilates her and then splits her own allies into two camps and settles down to control Europe for the next decade by the balance of power technique.


So Britain's aim at present is to prevent France from fighting Germany over Czechoslovakia, and the way to do that is to weaken Czechoslovakia's military position enough to ensure that if she does insist on defending herself when the moment comes, France will think she's too weak an ally to be worth fighting for.


You watch Runciman persuade Benes to cripple his own country.


—K.J.S.


•
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[introduction]




We are often told either that Britain has no foreign policy or that she has frequently been humiliated in recent years but the falsity of both these views becomes clear when we see the effect on world politics of the known nature of the next war between great powers. There are three reasons why the wars in Spain and China will not serve as models for the Second World War (though they show the direction of change in methods of warfare): firstly, there are comparatively few planes in use and most of them are obsolescent; secondly, the air raids are conducted for purposes of practice and experiment rather than of destruction; and, thirdly, the invaders have an interest in limiting the damage in countries they propose to occupy. In the Second World War the military objective and the prize will not be the same; the military objective will be a European country and the prize a worldwide empire (saved or won). The belligerents' aim will not be to conquer, but to destroy all she can; no acquisitive considerations will temper the fury of the attack. We all know what a major European war will be like in these circumstances. There will be no warning; thousands of bombers will make flight after flight to enemy towns with high-explosive, incendiary, gas and bacteriological bombs. There is no defence against the bombing plane. Hostilities will last only a few days.
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British Foreign Policy





British Foreign Policy.


Now see what light this throws on British foreign policy. Take first the strategic aspect of the Abyssinian and Spanish wars. One of the strategic factors involved is the control of the Mediterranean. Although Italy is now a powerful nation, although she controls Tunis, Libya, most of Spain and part of Abyssinia, the British navy can keep Italian shipping bottled up in the Mediterranean for the duration of the next war. It is true that British shipping could not pass through the narrow straits that separate Italy from the African coast; but for the duration of the next war (and longer) Italy could close these straits even if she had no colonies and possessed only a dozen submarines and a hundred bombers. So we see that Britain's strategic position in the Mediterranean has not been changed by Italy's growth to power and her conquests in Abyssinia and Spain.


Another strategic consideration is the "encirclement" of France. In a geographical sense a fascist victory in Spain will mean encirclement, but it will have little military significance, for in an attack on France, neither Italy nor Germany will need Spanish air bases. Similarly, London is much nearer to Germany than 'to Spain and is actually nearer to Italy than to Spain. (If that amazes you, consult your atlas).


War-mongers on the left, point out that fascist aggression is giving Italy and Germany access to the raw materials they would need for a long war. But the Foreign Office knows how long the next war will last and knows that this is no strategic gain.
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Colonial Interests





Colonial Interests.


Similarly, in the economic field: Britain had trivial colonial interests in Abyssinia and comparatively unimportant ones in Spain. She has thrown other people's babies to the fascist wolves. The fascist states must expand or bust. We have seen that Britain has had no imperialistic (i.e., strategic or economic) reason for opposing their expansion; it remains to see why she does not want them to bust.


The British ruling class has not forgotten that in 1918 revolution swept Europe, it has not forgotten the post-war temper of the English people, rising to its height in the movement that forced the abandonment of Poland in 1920. The interest of the ruling class in fostering reaction in its appropriate forms at home and abroad has quickened in the permanent crisis 
[
unclear: capitalism], when at any time a war or a cyclical depression may create a revolutionary situation. In such a situation the eloquent example of a Left government in a European country might just make the difference between revolution and no revolution, So in 1935, when Italian fascism was largely discredited at home and Italian industry was desperately in need of expanding markets, the rulers of Britain tricked their electors and permitted a colonial war firstly to divert the attention of the Italian people and secondly to provide a market for munitons and capital goods and to reduce unemployment by conscription and colonial public works.


Similarly when the invasion of Spain in 1936 drove the liberal government to the left, Britain decided that the government must not win. And the government is bound to lose, for when Italy and Germany have consolidated their economic stranglehold on rebel territory, Britain will allow them to send in enough men and armaments and munitions to win the war in a week or two.


Who now can say that Britain has no foreign policy or that she has been humiliated? Her position has not deteriorated strategically, she has lost no colonies, she has preserved reaction on the Continent.
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Britain's Aim





Britain's Aim.


In the light of tills policy let us examine the British attitude to Czechoslovakia. In the first place, Britain would prefer a fascist dictatorship to a democratic government even of the right, for who can foretell the result of the next elections? Secondly, Britain has no colonial interest in the country. Thirdly, the absorption of Czechoslovakia would give Germany no strategic advantage for the new kind of war if she wages it westward, but would give her an enormous strategic advantage in a war against the U.S.S.R. by providing advanced bases and by exterminating one of Russia's two European allies. The incorporation of Czechoslovakia in the Reich would thus bring nearer the realisation of the secret dearest wish of the British ruling class.


But Czechoslovakia will fight unless she is appreciably weakened before the crisis comes; and if she fights. France and Russia will fight: and if France fights. Britain will fight, even though Russia would be an ally, for a Germany that had defeated France would be too strong to be controlled by Britain's manipulations of the balance of power.
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Summation





Summation.


So if Germany marches to-morrow. Britain is at war. But Britain doesn't want to fight Germany yet: she wants Germany first to attack the U.S.S.R. France could easily be bought off or paralysed by a parliamentary crisis. If the attack falls Germany becomes a minor power and Britain reconciles herself to the impregnability of Russia. If the attack succeeds Britain thanks God for the end of Bolshevism and either bullies Germany into disgorging most of the spoils (as she did Japan in 1895) or else leads the rest of Europe in an attack on her in her weakened post-war state, annihilates her and then splits her own allies into two camps and settles down to control Europe for the next decade by the balance of power technique.


So Britain's aim at present is to prevent France from fighting Germany over Czechoslovakia, and the way to do that is to weaken Czechoslovakia's military position enough to ensure that if she does insist on defending herself when the moment comes, France will think she's too weak an ally to be worth fighting for.


You watch Runciman persuade Benes to cripple his own country.


—K.J.S.


•
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Toothpick





Toothpick


Sour grapes—I thought—as a little waitress flitted past with steaming plates. Flitted? Or perhaps it might have been an optical illusion or delusion. Pea soup and sippets—and cigarettes—admirable combination that propagated a delightful restful feeling. A plate of succulent bivalves—oysters, to be specific—neatly arranged in order of age (but not of sex), and cooked to a delicious, golden brown.


A toothpick delicately manoeuvred odd morsels from obnoxious crannies, while pleasant voices said pleasant things and told funny stories with frequent references to Bill—the censor. Then Bill, the censor, told a ripe one during a momentary lapse of censorship and I hurriedly laid down the toothpick and quaffed a large draught.


After this Bills popped up everywhere, and one was uncertain whether it was the same one or a different one. However, it was immaterial, as a great sense of 'spiritual peace pervaded the atmosphere


Well—from there to hence and thither—with many arguments—to the rhythm of the dance . . .and . . . and er . . .


By the way. I went to the Haeremai Club's First Annual Dinner. Bai Jove!


This is an organisation worth supporting! Look into it.—"Hock."
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Utopias





Utopias.


It is a curious paradox that the term "Utopia" should be used for everything doomed impracticable and merely visionary. A Utopia is in fact the very block and tackle of human advancement; it not only unifies the hopes of a nation or a period, but. What is much more Important, provides a programme of common activity.—Dr. Slaughter.
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Sbiter Ocripta





Sbiter Ocripta.


Here is a handful of spoonerisms—all authentic:—




"But now we see through a dark glassly."



"From Iceland's greasy mountains." "God bless our queer Dean."



"And the wig tree frittered away."



"Cambridge (after a wet, winter visit): A bloody meak place."
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After 100 Years





After 100 Years.


Here, young men of sense and spirit, here is the point on which you are to take your stand. There are always men enough to plead the cause of the rich ; enough and enough to echo the woes of the fallen and the great; but, be it your part to show compassion for those who labour, and to maintain their rights.—Cobbett's "Advice to Young Men" (1829).
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Justice! — Law and Society





Justice!



Law and Society




The fact that the law, as Anatole France reminded us, "with a majestic impartiality forbids the rich and the poor alike to starve to death, or to sleep under bridges," does not ensure either equality or justice before the law. "Justice in England," by "A Barrister." the latest Left Book Club choice, containing a most comprehensive review of the English legal system, deals briefly but yet exhaustively, with many of the discrepancies of that system.


Members of the Bar in this country can derive some small comfort from the fact that parts of our New Zealand system have progressed beyond the state where the author's criticisms are applicable.







Poor Litigants.


The learned author has dealt with the problem of the poor litigant in a most fair manner. He has outlined the various forms of assistance given in England; he has shown that many members of the Bar are prepared to act for the poor; but he has shown also how the initial disadvantages of poverty will always prevent the poorer classes from entering the Courts on an equal footing with a wealthy opponent. If this is so in England, how much more is it so in New Zealand, where no provision whatever is made for the poor as regards civil litigation. It is true that the high standard of ethics prevailing in New Zealand will rarely result in a pauper who has a genuine cause of action receiving no legal assistance, but does this ensure equality? The render has only to pause for a moment to consider the case of a wealthy corporation, advised by the leaders of the Bar, delaying and prolonging an action, while the worker, no longer able to work, is slowly reaching starvation line: in desperation he finally settles for a small sum of ready money: the case never reaches the Court and the name of the Corporation is saved—and the question is answered. In these days of far apart sittings of the Arbitration Court, has not many a settlement been forced because a worker cannot live until his claim may be heard? Much food for thought is provided for the reader in connection with poor litigants.


The most interesting and striking feature of this book is the author's treatment of what may be called his theme. It is that those responsible for the administration of the law—Judges, Magistrates, Barristers and Officers of the Court—cannot and never will appreciate, the viewpoint and psychology of the lower classes, it is admitted that the majority of lawyers strive to overcome this defect; that sons of the poor may rise to judicial eminence; that many of the judges try to understand the workings of the lower social order. Nevertheless it seems that the lengthy legal training involved, the years spent in mixing with and catering to the needs of the higher classes, create an attitude of mind which is forgetful of and incapable or understanding the problems of the working class.







Political Offences.


The author, in his chapter "Political Aspects of the Law." shows how hopeless it is for the accused in cases of sedition, unlawful assembly and similar crimes to receive a just trial. How the law may be used for the political ends, not necessarily of the Government, but of the police officials, he shows by an exhaustive discussion of relevant statutes in the light of recent prosecutions. Can the offenders expect generous treatment at the hands of their opponents who do not even understand their pleas? That question is answered by "Barrister." but here in New Zealand, we are less affected by his criticism than England, for in this country progressive thought has largely taken the place of the archaic conservatism of the old school lawyers.


The book is above all, easy to read as it contains as well as a wealth of legal information, a fund of satirical humour. "Salient" recommends the book as one which all concerned with the administration of justice as well as of law, should read, and which those who are working for a salutory change in society should inwardly digest.


N.A.M.



[
This article was rejected by the "N.Z. Law Journal"]
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[introduction]




The fact that the law, as Anatole France reminded us, "with a majestic impartiality forbids the rich and the poor alike to starve to death, or to sleep under bridges," does not ensure either equality or justice before the law. "Justice in England," by "A Barrister." the latest Left Book Club choice, containing a most comprehensive review of the English legal system, deals briefly but yet exhaustively, with many of the discrepancies of that system.


Members of the Bar in this country can derive some small comfort from the fact that parts of our New Zealand system have progressed beyond the state where the author's criticisms are applicable.
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Poor Litigants





Poor Litigants.


The learned author has dealt with the problem of the poor litigant in a most fair manner. He has outlined the various forms of assistance given in England; he has shown that many members of the Bar are prepared to act for the poor; but he has shown also how the initial disadvantages of poverty will always prevent the poorer classes from entering the Courts on an equal footing with a wealthy opponent. If this is so in England, how much more is it so in New Zealand, where no provision whatever is made for the poor as regards civil litigation. It is true that the high standard of ethics prevailing in New Zealand will rarely result in a pauper who has a genuine cause of action receiving no legal assistance, but does this ensure equality? The render has only to pause for a moment to consider the case of a wealthy corporation, advised by the leaders of the Bar, delaying and prolonging an action, while the worker, no longer able to work, is slowly reaching starvation line: in desperation he finally settles for a small sum of ready money: the case never reaches the Court and the name of the Corporation is saved—and the question is answered. In these days of far apart sittings of the Arbitration Court, has not many a settlement been forced because a worker cannot live until his claim may be heard? Much food for thought is provided for the reader in connection with poor litigants.


The most interesting and striking feature of this book is the author's treatment of what may be called his theme. It is that those responsible for the administration of the law—Judges, Magistrates, Barristers and Officers of the Court—cannot and never will appreciate, the viewpoint and psychology of the lower classes, it is admitted that the majority of lawyers strive to overcome this defect; that sons of the poor may rise to judicial eminence; that many of the judges try to understand the workings of the lower social order. Nevertheless it seems that the lengthy legal training involved, the years spent in mixing with and catering to the needs of the higher classes, create an attitude of mind which is forgetful of and incapable or understanding the problems of the working class.
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Political Offences





Political Offences.


The author, in his chapter "Political Aspects of the Law." shows how hopeless it is for the accused in cases of sedition, unlawful assembly and similar crimes to receive a just trial. How the law may be used for the political ends, not necessarily of the Government, but of the police officials, he shows by an exhaustive discussion of relevant statutes in the light of recent prosecutions. Can the offenders expect generous treatment at the hands of their opponents who do not even understand their pleas? That question is answered by "Barrister." but here in New Zealand, we are less affected by his criticism than England, for in this country progressive thought has largely taken the place of the archaic conservatism of the old school lawyers.


The book is above all, easy to read as it contains as well as a wealth of legal information, a fund of satirical humour. "Salient" recommends the book as one which all concerned with the administration of justice as well as of law, should read, and which those who are working for a salutory change in society should inwardly digest.


N.A.M.



[
This article was rejected by the "N.Z. Law Journal"]
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Tests of Truth





Tests of Truth.


When the radio set at home goes out of action do you just thank God for peace on earth or do you want it working again? If you want it working again do you get it fixed up or do you just look at it and listen to everybody's theories about what's gone wrong, and chant that everybody is entitled to his own opinion? Naturally (unless you're a God-thanker wallowing in voluptuous quiet) you get it fixed up and you know that the only man who was entitled to his opinion was the one who diagnosed the trouble correctly. A case like this clearly shows the absurdity of the pseudo-democratic illusions that all opinions should be respected, no matter how wrong they may be.


But in discussions of social problems the criteria of objective validity are ignored and we are told that every man is entitled to his opinion. The modern mind, trained to respect all opinions, sets aside any narrow, biassed, prejudiced and intolerant considerations of validity. By a mockery of liberal impartiality a groundless judgment is considered as good as a rational one. It is like the impartiality of Sir Samuel Hoare when he speaks of a friendly government and the invaders on its territory who are rebels on land and pirates at sea as the "two factions" in Spain; or the impartiality of Mr. J'aime Berlin when he speaks of the "two parties" in Czechoslovakia, or the impartiality of the significantly blindfold figure of Justice who cannot see whether the scales are weighed down by legal or moral rights or by corruption, influence, class prejudice, oppressive legislation, financial ability to brief more cunning counsel or other irrelevant factors.


Surely the important thing to consider about any opinion is simply whether it is right or wrong. Truth is one and indivisible. Nobody denies this when it is a question of employing the findings of the physical sciences for profitable construction or destruction. It is in the field of the social sciences that the attack on reason is made. We are asked how we can expect to improve on the accumulated knowledge and wisdom of all mankind? How we can be confident when the experts differ among themselves? The fallibility of human reason is demonstrated by elaborate pieces of reasoning. We are beset by jesting Pilates. Conservatism exerts its best efforts to cultivate a defeatist attitude to the challenge of unnecessary poverty, war and fascisation. Obscurantism and flippancy become the keynotes of a machine civilisation. Economics is reduced to trivial discussions of how to improve things without changing them; political science becomes a barren description of administrative institutions; psychology treats opinions as expressions of interests and emotions unaffected by external reality; social psychology, sociology and anthropology do nothing to disprove that all is for the best in the best of all possible worlds; academic history neglects the materialist interpretation that can alone integrate the chaos of historical facts; but perhaps it is in philosophy that modern mysticism reaches its peak of absurdity, when Eddington and Jeans abandon the rational patterns of thought they learnt as physical scientists and find that the universe is a mere symbol of irrationalism in the mind of a mathematical God. From there it is but a short step to the burning of the books.



We are told that we can't really find the truth, for the experts can't even agree themselves. Can't we distinguish fallacy and sophistry from legitimate thought clearly enough to reject Jevon's view that depressions are caused by spots on the sun, and Pigon's view that they are due to a mere uncaused subjective want of confidence; can't we differ from Fisher and Keynes, who think everything would be all right if money didn't vary in value, from Hayek, who wants to cut wages in order to increase profits, and from Hobson, who wants to cut wages in order to increase profits, and from hobson, who wants to increase wages at the cost of accelerating, intensifying and prolonging the coming slumps? when do we have our say? Must we allow our minds to atrophy merely because the most publicised savants and pundits restrict their constructive thought to mere gestures of reform that land them in unsound positions, internally inconsistent and mutually contradictory? The reason for the patent falsity of their conclusions is the narrowness of the field in which their creative imaginations can operate without conflicting with the traditional taboos that they are emotionally unable to reject because of their life-long association with a privileged class that has much to lose and cannot appreciate what it has to gain. They lack the breadth and the insight that make sincerity valid; their subjective illusion of sincerity is based only on the spontaneous sensitivity of a social being uncritically responsive to social stimuli.



The psychologist is rightly concerned with motives: the overemphasis on them is partly his own fault and partly the fault of the scavenging layman who picks over scientific discoveries and lifts them out of their content if they are capable of misuse for reactionary ends. For instance, the explanation of a reformer as somebody in conflict with his environment is true but incomplete: it assumes that the highest type of human being would be in harmony with that environment; it sees no significance in the fact of the conflict or in its statistical commonness; it does nothing to explain why the energy roused by the conflict is directed to the fields of economics and politics; and of course it is not so biassed as to enquire whether the reformer's views are sound or groundless.


There is this slight plausibility in the sinister attempt to cripple our innate capacity for rational thought: the social sciences can seldom use the method of experiment and can seldom reduce their findings to quantitative terms. The standard rules of scientific method are, however, still applicable, and results can be established with impeccable validity. The tests of truth are objective tests referring to the real world; does the analysis fit the facts? Will the remedy cure the defects? And the answer is always yes or no.


Untruths should be subject to conviction in a court of law, and it should be a serious crime to repeat a convicted lie. To quote one instance: we all know that man has been on the earth for a million years and that capitalism has existed for 150 years; the statement that we can't abolish capitalism because we can't change human nature is the type of lie that should be convicted.


Faced as we are by insecurity, social violence and regimentation, we must not maintain an attitude of academic detachment. It is easy to find some fault in the policy or practice of every social movement, but if we withhold our support merely on such grounds the subjective result will be the creation of the illusion of moral and intellectual superiority, and the objective result will be inaction—that is, a free hand for the reactionaries. But eternal vigilance, etc.


To attain the intellectual clarity that is within reach of us all and that must be grasped by every conscientious citizen, it is necessary for us to apply the tests of truth on all occasions. We must beware, above all, of our tendency as social animals to share the popular illusions that obliterate the criteria between valid and groundless opinions, between sane and insane thought.


—K.J.S.
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Anatomy of Mind







Anatomy of Mind




Everyone reading these words was once an embryo. Knowing nothing of the complex, headlong universe outside. Since then, many matches have been struck, many meals digested. The conveyor belt has turned through many automatic days.


Look around you. Those others are different from yourself. The minds of each are separate and distinct. For each has known different days and ways. As you have known them.


And each is unique. Like a finger-print.


In the teeming head of every human being is an intricate structure of ideas. And all of them, every single one, has been acquired. Somehow or other. Many may be new permutations, new inductions, but even they, at root, were socially acquired.


In brief—the human mind is essentially a social product.







Reasons for Reason.


More connectedly. If you subtract from the human mind all that has been communicated to it by the spoken and the written word, by example and by the influences of its social surroundings from birth onwards, all you have left is an uncogitating animal mind, actuated by purely animal urges and emotions, and not differing in any noticeable respect front man's closest biological allies.


This much is undeniable.



[image: cartoon]
"
All I've got to say it that you're a product of your environment."



Now let us analyse how the involved mentality of the civilised adult is built up. Step by step.



	
Step 1.—The power of speech—spoken and written—is imparted by the social environment. This is the only way it can be developed.

	
Step 2.—All formulated conceptual thought depends on language of some kind.

	
Step 3.—The nature of emotions and sentiments depends on acquired systems of thought and training.

	
Step 4.—And therefore the aims and desires which determine behaviour are the resultants of mentalities derived from the material and social environments.



The terrifying extent of this social conditioning is hard to realise. Simply because we ourselves are part of the process.







Double Dutch.


Here is an authentic transcription from the language of a certain tribe of New Hebridean natives:—


"
Is um ucce naiheuc vai iji pece asega o Atua is abrai Inhal o un is eti ache aien, va eri eti emesmas a ilpu atimi; asgeig iran asega, jam leh nital umoh iran ineig inyi ti lep ti."




Even if it is a slight exaggeration. I am going to suppose that for the most, this extract is meaningless.


Meaningless—for the obvious reason that you were not "brought up" in this particular New Hebridean culture. And remember that it is not only their language which would seem so unearthly. The whole elaborate paraphernalia of their religion and their moral code, would equally disturb you. But if, "come what may." you had been marooned there in your swaddling clothes, and grown up amongst them, everything would be as obvious and understandable as a syllogism.


And just in case you think the "marooning" a trifle hypothetical. In spite of British Israelism, these things have happened. Case after case. Children reared from birth in a social culture not their own by race. You can look them up in any library. Even our own. It you want to.


It would seem, perhaps, that the foot-sore gambit of conservative politicians—that "you can't change human nature" is about due for overhaul.







Application.


In the meantime. Let us apply this "social interpretation of the mind" to our own society.


The beliefs, the prejudices of all adults have all been socially inculcated. In most cases they were acquired during childhood and adolescence—when the mind was ductile. Since they have ossified. And through the years they will become encrusted.


Looked at squarely, education (and not merely in schools) consists of little else than the inculcation of traditional prejudices. Just as the language of a people sinks into its members—so do its traditions. And few worry themselves with the business of verifying them.


Most of the absurd, irrational traditions of a culture are emptied into a child's mind during his first unremembered seven years. Imposed upon him on their own authority. Emptied into his head like concrete from a mixer—and left to set.







Prototypes.


Young children hold their prejudices with an almost fanatical fierceness. Even more than do adults.


Here are one or two typical extracts from an inquiry into the social attitudes of young children, carried out in a Wellington school:—


	
Jack—Age 6 years 1 month:


	(when asked if he knew who Germans were): "Yes. They wear stupid old rags and hunt for crumbs."



	
Jack—Age 6 years 3 months:


	(when asked if he had heard of Jews said) : "Some Jews roll and some kill and shoot people."



	
Victor—Age 7:


	(when asked what would happen if someone pulled down the flag, said) "He'd get killed by the police."






Multiply these Instances till you wear out the adding machine. Consider their ramifications. The impact or home, school, Sunday school, newspapers, talking, street hoardings, books, movies. Week in: week out. All leaving their mark—often their scar.


Multiply it to the nth power. Then you have some idea of how manifold and incisive the process is.


Thus we grow up. Thus we are conditioned.







Evolution is the Dance.


No objection can be raised against the process itself. Social tradition is the only thing which separates us from the cave man. Through it, the wisdom, the accumulated knowledge or mankind is handed on.


But this power of tradition to enlarge and increase intelligence is conditional upon this provision—that what it transmutes shall not be accepted on the authority of tradition. That is, every particle of knowledge, every article of faith must be subjected to the most painstaking, the most thorough-going verification. Nothing can be considered too sacred. Nothing too holy. Every opinion, being anthropomorphic, none is entitled in itself to more respect than the other.


Every person wanting a modern, a rational mind, must requisition a thorough stock-taking of every shelf and every cranny of his head. A scientific stock-taking. And where ever he encounters the period furniture of unverified tradition let him cast it out for the junk that it is.


A thorough stock-taking of the mind—and conservatism will be outlived overnight.


—J.D.F.












Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 1, No. 19 September 6, 1938

[introduction]




Everyone reading these words was once an embryo. Knowing nothing of the complex, headlong universe outside. Since then, many matches have been struck, many meals digested. The conveyor belt has turned through many automatic days.


Look around you. Those others are different from yourself. The minds of each are separate and distinct. For each has known different days and ways. As you have known them.


And each is unique. Like a finger-print.


In the teeming head of every human being is an intricate structure of ideas. And all of them, every single one, has been acquired. Somehow or other. Many may be new permutations, new inductions, but even they, at root, were socially acquired.


In brief—the human mind is essentially a social product.
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Reasons for Reason





Reasons for Reason.


More connectedly. If you subtract from the human mind all that has been communicated to it by the spoken and the written word, by example and by the influences of its social surroundings from birth onwards, all you have left is an uncogitating animal mind, actuated by purely animal urges and emotions, and not differing in any noticeable respect front man's closest biological allies.


This much is undeniable.



[image: cartoon]
"
All I've got to say it that you're a product of your environment."



Now let us analyse how the involved mentality of the civilised adult is built up. Step by step.



	
Step 1.—The power of speech—spoken and written—is imparted by the social environment. This is the only way it can be developed.

	
Step 2.—All formulated conceptual thought depends on language of some kind.

	
Step 3.—The nature of emotions and sentiments depends on acquired systems of thought and training.

	
Step 4.—And therefore the aims and desires which determine behaviour are the resultants of mentalities derived from the material and social environments.



The terrifying extent of this social conditioning is hard to realise. Simply because we ourselves are part of the process.
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Double Dutch





Double Dutch.


Here is an authentic transcription from the language of a certain tribe of New Hebridean natives:—


"
Is um ucce naiheuc vai iji pece asega o Atua is abrai Inhal o un is eti ache aien, va eri eti emesmas a ilpu atimi; asgeig iran asega, jam leh nital umoh iran ineig inyi ti lep ti."




Even if it is a slight exaggeration. I am going to suppose that for the most, this extract is meaningless.


Meaningless—for the obvious reason that you were not "brought up" in this particular New Hebridean culture. And remember that it is not only their language which would seem so unearthly. The whole elaborate paraphernalia of their religion and their moral code, would equally disturb you. But if, "come what may." you had been marooned there in your swaddling clothes, and grown up amongst them, everything would be as obvious and understandable as a syllogism.


And just in case you think the "marooning" a trifle hypothetical. In spite of British Israelism, these things have happened. Case after case. Children reared from birth in a social culture not their own by race. You can look them up in any library. Even our own. It you want to.


It would seem, perhaps, that the foot-sore gambit of conservative politicians—that "you can't change human nature" is about due for overhaul.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 1, No. 19 September 6, 1938

Application





Application.


In the meantime. Let us apply this "social interpretation of the mind" to our own society.


The beliefs, the prejudices of all adults have all been socially inculcated. In most cases they were acquired during childhood and adolescence—when the mind was ductile. Since they have ossified. And through the years they will become encrusted.


Looked at squarely, education (and not merely in schools) consists of little else than the inculcation of traditional prejudices. Just as the language of a people sinks into its members—so do its traditions. And few worry themselves with the business of verifying them.


Most of the absurd, irrational traditions of a culture are emptied into a child's mind during his first unremembered seven years. Imposed upon him on their own authority. Emptied into his head like concrete from a mixer—and left to set.
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Prototypes





Prototypes.


Young children hold their prejudices with an almost fanatical fierceness. Even more than do adults.


Here are one or two typical extracts from an inquiry into the social attitudes of young children, carried out in a Wellington school:—


	
Jack—Age 6 years 1 month:


	(when asked if he knew who Germans were): "Yes. They wear stupid old rags and hunt for crumbs."



	
Jack—Age 6 years 3 months:


	(when asked if he had heard of Jews said) : "Some Jews roll and some kill and shoot people."



	
Victor—Age 7:


	(when asked what would happen if someone pulled down the flag, said) "He'd get killed by the police."






Multiply these Instances till you wear out the adding machine. Consider their ramifications. The impact or home, school, Sunday school, newspapers, talking, street hoardings, books, movies. Week in: week out. All leaving their mark—often their scar.


Multiply it to the nth power. Then you have some idea of how manifold and incisive the process is.


Thus we grow up. Thus we are conditioned.
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Evolution is the Dance.
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—J.D.F.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 1, No. 19 September 6, 1938

Battle-Eve





Battle-Eve





Gold-lit harbour waters shimmering in the dusk




shivering from the threatening hills marching in the skies




and flaunting misty banners streaming to the clouds




whence sea-gull couriers warn the waves with sadly-shrilling cries.






Drumming waves in all the bays sound the deep alarm




till all the ocean-empire's might is thundering on the sands




whitely-crested lances marching on for ever




all valiant for battle with their age-old foe—the lands.




a.
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[advert]






[image: PHŒNIX CLUB Literary Competition A Statement of 1,000 Words on "THE RELATION BETWEEN POLITICS AND POETRY" CLOSING DATE: SEPTEMBER 12th]
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Giving the Show Away — Someone has Blundered





Giving the Show Away



Someone has Blundered


(
From "The Dominion," August 9. 1913.)


In a recent issue of the 

Dominion, under the heading of "25 Years Ago," "Water Sold as Milk," there appeared the following paragraph:—


It appears from the annual report or Dr. Maclaurin, the Dominion Analyst, that about enough water to float the girt battleship—or at any rate a fair-sized craft—was sold in Wellington during the year in the guise of milk at fourpence a quart. Dr. Maclaurin states:—"Taking the annual consumption or milk in Wellington and the suburbs as approximately 2,000,000 gallons (5,500 gallons per day) and the proportion of adulterated samples as fairly representative, then 31,230 gallons or water were sold as milk during the year. This, at 4d. per quart, represents over £2,000 paid by the public for water. As only a small fraction of the sum was recovered in fines and costs, there is still a wide margin of profit for the vendors of adulterated milk." [The article states that this deduction was based on the analysis or 166 samples of milk. At that time no attempt had been made by the City Council to control milk supply.] (The bold type is ours—"Salient.")


Well! . . . Well! . . . Well!


Mr. Editor—you've let us down.


After all your manly talk about "the Glory of Private Enterprise"—here out of your own mouth—its dismal failure.


And in its place a superior socialised system—and out of your own mouth!


Mr. Editor—you've let us down! And all these years we've believed you.


Really, you mus'nt let it happen again.


•
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Massey Ball





Massey Ball


 




"Soup," said the farmer, "and fish will be worn. Gentlemen with tails will also be admitted."


We raised a well-bred eyebrow. "Indeed? We had thought of wearing tramping gear. It seemed to us dress clothes would embarrass agricultural students. In the country, you know——"


The swineherd (B.Agr.Sc.) emitted a wisp of cigarette smoke through a refined nostril, and gave us a polite stare. We muttered apologies and slid towards the post office, to wire for our cuirasse and greaves.


* * *


We had pictured rural mirth, pints or ale, folk-dances and tumbling in the hay. Instead we found polished wit, diffused lights, balloons, wattle, greenery, and—Carrad! The music was supplied, not by a bewhiskered professor of hen-husbandry with an accordion, but Tut Coltman and his orchestra! And if you wanted beer, you had to smuggle it past a platoon of commissionaires, and drink it from laboratory beakers.


There was spacious and snug accommodation for sitting out, in rooms lit with soft coloured lights, and decorated with streamers and vegetable life. The streamers in one room were red, white and blue, and in another green and gold, which we thought subtle but mistaken.


V.U.C.'s Mr. Carrad entertained us with Extrav. songs and "Josephine," after which the orchestra, refreshed, played its brightest numbers, and while streamers, balloons, paper roses and hats descended from a balcony above, all the College hakas went on with a bang and a "kss-aue!"


The committee who managed the hilarious evening comprised Messrs. P. L. Pierce, T. R. McGrath. L. R. Wallace, and J. A. Blythe. If their work is a sample of agricultural hospitality. Floreat Agriculture!







Other Amusements.


The civic reception was a miserable affair. All civic receptions are miserable affairs.—H.W.G.


•
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Other Amusements





Other Amusements.
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Time to Change?





Time to Change?


(Press Bureau Special Service.)


After three years' trial Hiram College, in Ohio, U.S.A., has definitely established the "intensive course" plan, under which students concentrate on one subject for nine weeks and then take up another, instead of the usual method of dividing their time among four or five subjects simultaneously—a rush from 50 minutes of Plato to 50 minutes in chemistry, then 50 minutes in Spanish, etc. The objective of the new plan was more unified and thorough work; and evaluation of the experiment shows that both faculty and students like the greater flexibility or time permitted by the method, the greater unification of effort, increased time for individual conferences and release from the hysteria of examination week with five "finals".
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[advert]






[image: Cheap Travel by Train CONCESSIONS TO STUDENTS: The Railway Department has a special thought for Varsity Students. It makes very convenient arrangements for parties of them travelling together for Sport or other outings. PARTIES OF NOT LESS THAN SIX MAY EITHER— (I) TRAVEL FIRST CLASS— Single at Second Class ordinary fare. Return at Second Class holiday excursion fare or (2) TRAVEL SECOND CLASS— Single at three-fourths of the ordinary Second Class fare. Return at three-fourths of the holiday excursion Second Class fare. (The Minimum Charge per Adult Passenger in 2/-.) Certificates authorising these concessions may be obtained upon reasonable notice, from any District Manager, Stationmaster, or Business Agent.]




[image: A call at 39 Willis Street will assure you of the finest selection of Overcoats and English Coatings in New Zealand FRANK PETRIE LTD. Stylists of Modern Men's Wear]




[image: Will You Remain a Bachelor All Your Life ? TIME WILL TELL Most young men give little consideration to this question and consequently find that many adjustments require to be made when changing from the single to the married state. This applies particularly to protection for dependents. The National Mutual's Unique Option Policy was expressly designed to meet such cases. The most important features of the option available on marriage are:— 1. Increased sum assured for protection of dependents by extension of term of policy. 2. Larger Bonuses. 3. Evidence of health not required. and 4. No addition to the annual premium payable. Full particulars from the office of the V.U.C. Students' Association or from The National Mutual Life Association Of Australasia Ltd. CUSTOMHOUSE QUAY - - WELLINGTON]




[image: Good Selection—Moderate Prices SHOES LINDSAYS lambton Quay - Wellington]




[image: Eileen Deste PORTRAITS 101 Willis Street]




[image: HENRY RUDOLPH'S DANCE ORCHESTRA Phone 47-458 STEWART DAWSON'S BUILDING]




[image: Just Imported LOVELY KNITTED JUMPERS Sizes and Colours for All Kindly call and inspect at— F. N. SPACKMAN LTD. 5 WOODWARD STREET WELLINGTON]
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Sport







Sport




The Beginning and the End



The opening of the final term marks the turning of thoughts to summer sport again—rather vaguely at first, for exams, are a rapidly darkening cloud on the horizon. Numerous annual general meetings will be held within the course of the next few weeks. Probably the largest of the summer sports clubs are the Cricket Club and the Tennis Club, but the Athletic Club, the Swimming Club, the Rowing Club, the Defence Rifle Club, and the Tramping Club are all popular and flourishing.



Features of V.U.C. sport during the vacation were the victory of D. R. Scrymgeour in the N.Z.U. Cross-country Championship race at Dunedin; the appointment of Janet Grainger as captain of the North Island Basketball representatives; and the selection of Burke, McNicol and Eastwood in the Wellington representative Rugby team for the southern tour.—L.B.S.







Scrimgeour First




On Wednesday, August 17. V.U.C.'s harrier team, consisting of D. R. Scrymgeour (captain), F. D. O'Flynn, A. R. Burge, G. S. Farquhar. M. J. Hoffman, and S. K. Newall left for Dunedin to defend the Dixon Trophy at the New Zealand University Crosscountry Championship. On arrival at Dunedin the visiting teams were met by Otago representatives and taken to billets. On Friday a trip was made to Wingatui so that the visitors could walk over the course before the race. Of two laps, it was found to be dry and fast, the starting point being the bend coming into the front straight. From there the course led down the straight to continue over a gate and fence to turn left down a road for several hundred yards and then over a gate into a paddock with a gradual upward slope. After crossing two more fences it dropped to cross a ditch. A very steep climb was on the other side. At the top of the incline the course turned sharply to the left down a long gradual slope which led to half a mile of road. A left-hand turn, followed by 400 yards of railway and a similar distance of open field and a water jump, brought the course on to the back straight of the racecourse. The finishing point was in front of the grandstand.







The Race.


The race itself started at a fast pace, with all the Victoria team well to the fore. Taylor of Canterbury led the field on to the road, with Kofoed of Auckland close behind and Scrymgeour handy. As the race proceeded the superior team-work of the Otago team was noticeable. Anderson of Canterbury, handicapped by late arrival and lack of knowledge of the course, sprinted hard at the end of the first lap only to find that he had another round to go. In the circumstances he ran a fine race. The battle for individual honours soon developed into a duel between Kofoed and Scrymgeour, but the N.Z.U. 3-mile champion proved too good for the young Auckland runner.







Scrymgeour Takes Lead.


At the top of the first rise on the second lap Scrymgeour took the lead and on reaching the road, quickly drew away from Kofoed. Along the railway his easy bouncing stride carried him still further ahead and he reached the racecourse with a commanding lead. Kofoed was unable to make up any leeway and Scrymgeour won by 120 yards in 37 mins, 40 secs.


There was a stirring battle for third place, Adamson just falling to catch Ford of Otago. Anderson of Otago and Taylor of Canterbury won the two remaining N.Z.U. Blues.







Dixon Trophy to Otago.


The splendid team-work of Otago, who filled 3rd, 5th, 7th, 8th and 9th places, secured for them the Dixon Trophy with 23 points, Auckland (34) being next, Victoria (44) third, and Canterbury (49) fourth. Of the Victoria men gaining points, Scrymgeour finished first, O'Flynn 12th. Burge 15th, and Farquhar 16th.


Otago are to be congratulated on the excellence of the arrangements made for the comfort and entertainment of the visiting teams. The functions in particular went off very smoothly.









Basketball




End of the season play in the basketball world was crowded with interest. Victoria finished the winter with a flourish by beating Kia Ora in the last game. The championship had already been decided when Wellington East accounted for V.U.C. by 30 goals to 17 in a most disappointing game and then beat Kia Ora the following Saturday. That may have been the reason for the free-moving exhibition when V.U.C. beat Kia Ora 24-23. It was basketball at its best, with a fluctuating score and the cleanest of play. Victoria's form was at its peak. Oddly enough the previous Saturday they had managed only a draw with Awatea, 18-18.


The V.U.C. Senior A team finished the season with 8 wins, 1 draw and 3 losses, being third out of the seven computing teams. This is a very creditable performance, and, given a fair proportion of this year's team, the 1939 team should do even better. In fact, championship honours should be within their reach.







Representatives.


The three Wellington reps, from V.U.C.—Janet Grainger, Marie Walker and Erice Overton—did their part in Timaru, where Wellington halved the first grade cup with Canterbury. The first-named was again selected for the North Island team, the high point of basketball achievement each year.


New Zealand's first overseas team of basketball players, which was captained by the A.U.C. player and N.Z.U. Blue, Meg Matangi, had reasonable success in Australia. They were unable to beat the leading Australian teams under their rules, and it does seem that some real synthesis of rules should be soon adopted. There have been discussions and alterations to rules recently which will give some difficulty next season, but it is hoped that uniformity will result by 1940. In that year it is expected that there will be an Inter-Empire Tourney in Wellington, and similarity of rules is essential for that.


It is too early to predict next year's N.Z.U. Tournament team. At present it seems that most of the 1938 Easter team will be eligible in 1939, with one or two of this year's freshers knocking hard for a place. The Basketball Shield and the 
[
unclear: 63] Tournament points should come to V.U.C. for the third time next year.









Mt. Holdsworth


Skiing Trip


The Tramping Club's trip to Mt. Holdsworth last term was scheduled as a skiing trip, but only two very determined and slightly unbalanced trampers braved the appalling winter conditions and attempted the gentle art. A few trampers ventured above the bush line to the skiing field, but did not stay long ; while the majority ambled up to the bush line, poked their heads out, and immediately slid off back down the hill to the Mountain House. The snow was very deep and soft, and a high wind was blowing, making it almost impossible at times to stand up.


On the Saturday, the party of sixteen left Wellington about 9 o'clock (one hour late), and began the ascent to the Holdsworth Mountain House at mid-day. The snow was very low down, and the weather perfect, so that good time was made. A few stalwarts ventured to break trail from the Mountain House to the skiing field after a meal, but the sun was setting, and the atmosphere was very cold, so that they were unable to proceed very far above the bush-line. The evening was spent in eating and singing, the former preponderating. The hut was over-run with members of the Pawa Tramping Club, but, in spite of this, everyone slept with tolerable comfort on the muddy floor. Especially appreciated were the endeavours of the leader and Mr. Gurth Higgin to entertain the party with "There's an 'ole in my bucket," and the strange tale of the three old ladies who were incarcerated in the monastery.


Spasmodically arising, the party set off the next morning for the skiing field, but owing to the strong and bitter wind, as described above, not many reached it. Still, a pleasant though puerile hour was spent in snowballing and sliding, and a snowman representing a well-known University Lothario was greatly admired, until it was demolished by an incautious tramper who collided with it in turning the corner.


Despite the fact that the lorry on the return voyage was encumbered with Pawas, whose conveyance had apparently broken down, the trip back to Wellington was very pleasant, with a stop at Featherston for the hungry—and thirsty. The last interesting episode on a very enjoyable trip was a further rendering of "There's an 'ole in my bucket" by the leader and Mr. Higgin, who managed to finish their song against tremendous odds.







Rugby


Finishing the season with two convincing wins over Pirates and Oriental, the Seniors won the Senior A 2nd Division championship by a margin of five points. Of the other teams, the Senior B and Third A finished in good positions on the championship lists. The Third A team had the satisfaction of twice beating Athletic, the ultimate winners of the grade.


Kissel, Wild, Bryers, Burke, McNicol and Hansen secured places in the North Island team for the inter-island Universities match.







North v. 
South


The inter-island Universities game was played at Palmerston North on August 27, and provided a very bright exhibition. For the third time, South were victorious, the score being 21-17.


The packs were well matched and all the forwards went well. South were superior in the tight work, the North forwards playing a looser type of game. The hooking honours were evenly divided between Wall (O.U.) and Burke (V.U.C.), although a bit more hard pushing by the North forwards might have given them an advantage in the set scrums. Drake and Foreman, both of Auckland, were the best of the North forwards, while the Otago trio—Vosailagl, Trott and Mack—were prominent for South.


The backs turned on fast and entertaining football. The standard of wing-three-quarter play was very high. Although closely watched by the opposition, Eastwood (V.U.C.) was the star and scored two brilliant tries. Watt (O.U.) also showed plenty of speed in scoring his two tries. Hadfield (C.U.C.) had a heavy day marking Eastwood, but gave quite a good display. Hayman (A.U.C.) received few opportunities but ran with determination. His handling, however, was not too certain. Hunter (C.U.C.) was subdued and did not show any particular brilliance. The absence of Martin (A.U.C.) was a severe blow to North, as Guild (Massey) who replaced him, was too slow and failed to run his wings into position before giving them the ball. When Martin withdrew from the team, the logical choice for the centre position was Tricklebank (V.U.C.), whose speed and penetration would have given the wings the opportunities they needed. Wild (V.U.C.) and Overton (C.U.C.) were the pick of the five-eighths. Howden (O.U.) played a sounder all-round game at half-back than Edwards (A.U.C.), who was inclined to fumble at times. Kissel (V.U.C.) was right on his game at full-back and did not make a mistake all day. Egan (O.U.) also played a very sound game. In fact, there was little to choose between the full-backs, and both kicked excellently.


The following were picked as the N.Z.U. team for 1938:—Kissel (V.U.C.). Eastwood (V.U.C.), Hunter (C.U.C.), Watt (O.U.), Overton (C.U.C.), Wild (V.U.C.), Howden (O.U.). Gomer (C.U.C.), Burke (V.U.C.), McNicol (V.U.C.), Drake (A.U.C.), Lange (A.U.C.), Trott (O.U.), Vosaigali (O.U.), Mack (O.U.).






N.Z.U. v. 
Waikato


On Tuesday, August 30, the N.Z.U team met Waikato representatives at Hamilton, Waikato winning by 13 points to 6.


The 'Varsity side was not of full strength in the backs as the players had taken part in a strenuous game on a particularly hard ground at Palmerston North three days previously. Nevertheless their display was a very disappointing one. Full credit for the 'Varsity defeat must be given to the Waikato forwards, who, by reason of their height and weight, dominated the line-outs and set scrums; but in the loose, where the 'Varsity forwards might have been expected to make the most of their opportunities, they were sluggish. Had the backs received as much ball as the Waikato backs, the game would undoubtedly have been much more closely contested.


The game, which was one of the cleanest seen in Hamilton for some time, was rather marred by numerous stoppages for injuries, as a result of which New Zealand Universities lost the services of Egan, Lange and Foreman.







Inter-College Hockey


The game played between Massey College and a representative Victoria College team at Massey College last Wednesday resulted in a win for the home side by three goals to two. On a somewhat rain-sodden ground, fast play provided an exhibition of exciting hockey. The Massey team excelled in the forward line and demonstrated 
[
unclear: rat] the best defence la attack. Lawrey 
[
unclear: at] centre-forward gave a splendid display of brilliant anticipation and speed. The men on his left, Shand and Sill, formed the spearhead of the attack, while the Massey combination was superior to that of Victoria.


dribbled the ball into fatal proximity


The game was a relatively even contest, both sides showing good form and fitness. A varied long and short passing game kept the tension among players and onlookers high. The Massey team held the advantage in the first half, but were frustrated from scoring by the defence of Banks and Walker at full-back and by the outstanding goal-keeping of Olive, who defended skilfully and courageously. Victoria's forwards in the first half failed to control the ball and to show sufficient combination to elude the Massey halves, Blake, Kelly and Grevatt. Half-time found the score nil all, and after the ball had been recovered from the stream nearby, play resumed. Rain held off throughout the game and the sun belatedly began to shine on the now well-churned terrain.


Victoria attacked at once and a rush led by Shaw, Whitham and Christie just failed to score. Massey attacked and Begg smashed a shot which Olive caught a la soccer and coolly cleared. Massey, however, were not to be denied and a wing attack by Begg and Watters opened the way for Lawrey to score with no one but the goal-keeper to beat.


Swift exchanges followed and after spirited work by 'Varsity forwards, ably supported by the halves, Mackintosh, Good and Long, D. Williams scored. Victoria pressed again, but the Massey forwards broke away and Shand made the score 2—1. Victoria forwards were now playing well but found the heavy ground and the speed of the opposition trying difficulties. But perseverance told and a movement by Shaw and Christie culminated in T. Williams goaling from the right with a nice shot. The game, with time almost at hand, was tense; the teams, now better matched in attack and defence, struggled for the supremacy of a goal.


From a twenty-five bully, the elusive Lawrey streaked through and of the goal-mouth, making Massey the winners by 3—2.


Shaw at centre-forward, and Long and Good, who had alternate spells at centre-half, played well, but were outclassed by Lawrey. For Victoria Banks at full-back and Olive in goal were outstanding; while for Massey, Lawrey, centre-forward, Sill, the fast left-winger, and Kelly and Blake—the centre and right halves, were thorns in the side of the visitors.


In the evening a dinner was held to mark the occasion. While regretting that the Victoria team had not been able to come up during the previous week-end, Massey College players suggested that more Massey-Victoria games should be played, say, two a season.


Summing up, the refereeing of the game was good, the Massey hospitality greatly appreciated, and the game itself was played in a spirit of real sportsmanship.


•


Although Frank Newcombe captained the Wellington representatives and the Club gained an Auckland representative in S. Braithwaite, the Senior hockey team had an indifferent season. Only Wesley and Huia II finished below it on the competition ladder.


•
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The Beginning and the End




The Beginning and the End



The opening of the final term marks the turning of thoughts to summer sport again—rather vaguely at first, for exams, are a rapidly darkening cloud on the horizon. Numerous annual general meetings will be held within the course of the next few weeks. Probably the largest of the summer sports clubs are the Cricket Club and the Tennis Club, but the Athletic Club, the Swimming Club, the Rowing Club, the Defence Rifle Club, and the Tramping Club are all popular and flourishing.



Features of V.U.C. sport during the vacation were the victory of D. R. Scrymgeour in the N.Z.U. Cross-country Championship race at Dunedin; the appointment of Janet Grainger as captain of the North Island Basketball representatives; and the selection of Burke, McNicol and Eastwood in the Wellington representative Rugby team for the southern tour.—L.B.S.
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Scrimgeour First





Scrimgeour First




On Wednesday, August 17. V.U.C.'s harrier team, consisting of D. R. Scrymgeour (captain), F. D. O'Flynn, A. R. Burge, G. S. Farquhar. M. J. Hoffman, and S. K. Newall left for Dunedin to defend the Dixon Trophy at the New Zealand University Crosscountry Championship. On arrival at Dunedin the visiting teams were met by Otago representatives and taken to billets. On Friday a trip was made to Wingatui so that the visitors could walk over the course before the race. Of two laps, it was found to be dry and fast, the starting point being the bend coming into the front straight. From there the course led down the straight to continue over a gate and fence to turn left down a road for several hundred yards and then over a gate into a paddock with a gradual upward slope. After crossing two more fences it dropped to cross a ditch. A very steep climb was on the other side. At the top of the incline the course turned sharply to the left down a long gradual slope which led to half a mile of road. A left-hand turn, followed by 400 yards of railway and a similar distance of open field and a water jump, brought the course on to the back straight of the racecourse. The finishing point was in front of the grandstand.







The Race.


The race itself started at a fast pace, with all the Victoria team well to the fore. Taylor of Canterbury led the field on to the road, with Kofoed of Auckland close behind and Scrymgeour handy. As the race proceeded the superior team-work of the Otago team was noticeable. Anderson of Canterbury, handicapped by late arrival and lack of knowledge of the course, sprinted hard at the end of the first lap only to find that he had another round to go. In the circumstances he ran a fine race. The battle for individual honours soon developed into a duel between Kofoed and Scrymgeour, but the N.Z.U. 3-mile champion proved too good for the young Auckland runner.







Scrymgeour Takes Lead.


At the top of the first rise on the second lap Scrymgeour took the lead and on reaching the road, quickly drew away from Kofoed. Along the railway his easy bouncing stride carried him still further ahead and he reached the racecourse with a commanding lead. Kofoed was unable to make up any leeway and Scrymgeour won by 120 yards in 37 mins, 40 secs.


There was a stirring battle for third place, Adamson just falling to catch Ford of Otago. Anderson of Otago and Taylor of Canterbury won the two remaining N.Z.U. Blues.







Dixon Trophy to Otago.


The splendid team-work of Otago, who filled 3rd, 5th, 7th, 8th and 9th places, secured for them the Dixon Trophy with 23 points, Auckland (34) being next, Victoria (44) third, and Canterbury (49) fourth. Of the Victoria men gaining points, Scrymgeour finished first, O'Flynn 12th. Burge 15th, and Farquhar 16th.


Otago are to be congratulated on the excellence of the arrangements made for the comfort and entertainment of the visiting teams. The functions in particular went off very smoothly.
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On Wednesday, August 17. V.U.C.'s harrier team, consisting of D. R. Scrymgeour (captain), F. D. O'Flynn, A. R. Burge, G. S. Farquhar. M. J. Hoffman, and S. K. Newall left for Dunedin to defend the Dixon Trophy at the New Zealand University Crosscountry Championship. On arrival at Dunedin the visiting teams were met by Otago representatives and taken to billets. On Friday a trip was made to Wingatui so that the visitors could walk over the course before the race. Of two laps, it was found to be dry and fast, the starting point being the bend coming into the front straight. From there the course led down the straight to continue over a gate and fence to turn left down a road for several hundred yards and then over a gate into a paddock with a gradual upward slope. After crossing two more fences it dropped to cross a ditch. A very steep climb was on the other side. At the top of the incline the course turned sharply to the left down a long gradual slope which led to half a mile of road. A left-hand turn, followed by 400 yards of railway and a similar distance of open field and a water jump, brought the course on to the back straight of the racecourse. The finishing point was in front of the grandstand.
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The Race





The Race.


The race itself started at a fast pace, with all the Victoria team well to the fore. Taylor of Canterbury led the field on to the road, with Kofoed of Auckland close behind and Scrymgeour handy. As the race proceeded the superior team-work of the Otago team was noticeable. Anderson of Canterbury, handicapped by late arrival and lack of knowledge of the course, sprinted hard at the end of the first lap only to find that he had another round to go. In the circumstances he ran a fine race. The battle for individual honours soon developed into a duel between Kofoed and Scrymgeour, but the N.Z.U. 3-mile champion proved too good for the young Auckland runner.
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Scrymgeour Takes Lead





Scrymgeour Takes Lead.


At the top of the first rise on the second lap Scrymgeour took the lead and on reaching the road, quickly drew away from Kofoed. Along the railway his easy bouncing stride carried him still further ahead and he reached the racecourse with a commanding lead. Kofoed was unable to make up any leeway and Scrymgeour won by 120 yards in 37 mins, 40 secs.


There was a stirring battle for third place, Adamson just falling to catch Ford of Otago. Anderson of Otago and Taylor of Canterbury won the two remaining N.Z.U. Blues.
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Dixon Trophy to Otago





Dixon Trophy to Otago.


The splendid team-work of Otago, who filled 3rd, 5th, 7th, 8th and 9th places, secured for them the Dixon Trophy with 23 points, Auckland (34) being next, Victoria (44) third, and Canterbury (49) fourth. Of the Victoria men gaining points, Scrymgeour finished first, O'Flynn 12th. Burge 15th, and Farquhar 16th.


Otago are to be congratulated on the excellence of the arrangements made for the comfort and entertainment of the visiting teams. The functions in particular went off very smoothly.
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Basketball





Basketball




End of the season play in the basketball world was crowded with interest. Victoria finished the winter with a flourish by beating Kia Ora in the last game. The championship had already been decided when Wellington East accounted for V.U.C. by 30 goals to 17 in a most disappointing game and then beat Kia Ora the following Saturday. That may have been the reason for the free-moving exhibition when V.U.C. beat Kia Ora 24-23. It was basketball at its best, with a fluctuating score and the cleanest of play. Victoria's form was at its peak. Oddly enough the previous Saturday they had managed only a draw with Awatea, 18-18.


The V.U.C. Senior A team finished the season with 8 wins, 1 draw and 3 losses, being third out of the seven computing teams. This is a very creditable performance, and, given a fair proportion of this year's team, the 1939 team should do even better. In fact, championship honours should be within their reach.







Representatives.


The three Wellington reps, from V.U.C.—Janet Grainger, Marie Walker and Erice Overton—did their part in Timaru, where Wellington halved the first grade cup with Canterbury. The first-named was again selected for the North Island team, the high point of basketball achievement each year.


New Zealand's first overseas team of basketball players, which was captained by the A.U.C. player and N.Z.U. Blue, Meg Matangi, had reasonable success in Australia. They were unable to beat the leading Australian teams under their rules, and it does seem that some real synthesis of rules should be soon adopted. There have been discussions and alterations to rules recently which will give some difficulty next season, but it is hoped that uniformity will result by 1940. In that year it is expected that there will be an Inter-Empire Tourney in Wellington, and similarity of rules is essential for that.


It is too early to predict next year's N.Z.U. Tournament team. At present it seems that most of the 1938 Easter team will be eligible in 1939, with one or two of this year's freshers knocking hard for a place. The Basketball Shield and the 
[
unclear: 63] Tournament points should come to V.U.C. for the third time next year.
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[final results]




End of the season play in the basketball world was crowded with interest. Victoria finished the winter with a flourish by beating Kia Ora in the last game. The championship had already been decided when Wellington East accounted for V.U.C. by 30 goals to 17 in a most disappointing game and then beat Kia Ora the following Saturday. That may have been the reason for the free-moving exhibition when V.U.C. beat Kia Ora 24-23. It was basketball at its best, with a fluctuating score and the cleanest of play. Victoria's form was at its peak. Oddly enough the previous Saturday they had managed only a draw with Awatea, 18-18.


The V.U.C. Senior A team finished the season with 8 wins, 1 draw and 3 losses, being third out of the seven computing teams. This is a very creditable performance, and, given a fair proportion of this year's team, the 1939 team should do even better. In fact, championship honours should be within their reach.
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Representatives.


The three Wellington reps, from V.U.C.—Janet Grainger, Marie Walker and Erice Overton—did their part in Timaru, where Wellington halved the first grade cup with Canterbury. The first-named was again selected for the North Island team, the high point of basketball achievement each year.


New Zealand's first overseas team of basketball players, which was captained by the A.U.C. player and N.Z.U. Blue, Meg Matangi, had reasonable success in Australia. They were unable to beat the leading Australian teams under their rules, and it does seem that some real synthesis of rules should be soon adopted. There have been discussions and alterations to rules recently which will give some difficulty next season, but it is hoped that uniformity will result by 1940. In that year it is expected that there will be an Inter-Empire Tourney in Wellington, and similarity of rules is essential for that.


It is too early to predict next year's N.Z.U. Tournament team. At present it seems that most of the 1938 Easter team will be eligible in 1939, with one or two of this year's freshers knocking hard for a place. The Basketball Shield and the 
[
unclear: 63] Tournament points should come to V.U.C. for the third time next year.
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Mt. Holdsworth — Skiing Trip





Mt. Holdsworth


Skiing Trip


The Tramping Club's trip to Mt. Holdsworth last term was scheduled as a skiing trip, but only two very determined and slightly unbalanced trampers braved the appalling winter conditions and attempted the gentle art. A few trampers ventured above the bush line to the skiing field, but did not stay long ; while the majority ambled up to the bush line, poked their heads out, and immediately slid off back down the hill to the Mountain House. The snow was very deep and soft, and a high wind was blowing, making it almost impossible at times to stand up.


On the Saturday, the party of sixteen left Wellington about 9 o'clock (one hour late), and began the ascent to the Holdsworth Mountain House at mid-day. The snow was very low down, and the weather perfect, so that good time was made. A few stalwarts ventured to break trail from the Mountain House to the skiing field after a meal, but the sun was setting, and the atmosphere was very cold, so that they were unable to proceed very far above the bush-line. The evening was spent in eating and singing, the former preponderating. The hut was over-run with members of the Pawa Tramping Club, but, in spite of this, everyone slept with tolerable comfort on the muddy floor. Especially appreciated were the endeavours of the leader and Mr. Gurth Higgin to entertain the party with "There's an 'ole in my bucket," and the strange tale of the three old ladies who were incarcerated in the monastery.


Spasmodically arising, the party set off the next morning for the skiing field, but owing to the strong and bitter wind, as described above, not many reached it. Still, a pleasant though puerile hour was spent in snowballing and sliding, and a snowman representing a well-known University Lothario was greatly admired, until it was demolished by an incautious tramper who collided with it in turning the corner.


Despite the fact that the lorry on the return voyage was encumbered with Pawas, whose conveyance had apparently broken down, the trip back to Wellington was very pleasant, with a stop at Featherston for the hungry—and thirsty. The last interesting episode on a very enjoyable trip was a further rendering of "There's an 'ole in my bucket" by the leader and Mr. Higgin, who managed to finish their song against tremendous odds.
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Rugby





Rugby


Finishing the season with two convincing wins over Pirates and Oriental, the Seniors won the Senior A 2nd Division championship by a margin of five points. Of the other teams, the Senior B and Third A finished in good positions on the championship lists. The Third A team had the satisfaction of twice beating Athletic, the ultimate winners of the grade.


Kissel, Wild, Bryers, Burke, McNicol and Hansen secured places in the North Island team for the inter-island Universities match.
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North v. South





North v. 
South


The inter-island Universities game was played at Palmerston North on August 27, and provided a very bright exhibition. For the third time, South were victorious, the score being 21-17.


The packs were well matched and all the forwards went well. South were superior in the tight work, the North forwards playing a looser type of game. The hooking honours were evenly divided between Wall (O.U.) and Burke (V.U.C.), although a bit more hard pushing by the North forwards might have given them an advantage in the set scrums. Drake and Foreman, both of Auckland, were the best of the North forwards, while the Otago trio—Vosailagl, Trott and Mack—were prominent for South.


The backs turned on fast and entertaining football. The standard of wing-three-quarter play was very high. Although closely watched by the opposition, Eastwood (V.U.C.) was the star and scored two brilliant tries. Watt (O.U.) also showed plenty of speed in scoring his two tries. Hadfield (C.U.C.) had a heavy day marking Eastwood, but gave quite a good display. Hayman (A.U.C.) received few opportunities but ran with determination. His handling, however, was not too certain. Hunter (C.U.C.) was subdued and did not show any particular brilliance. The absence of Martin (A.U.C.) was a severe blow to North, as Guild (Massey) who replaced him, was too slow and failed to run his wings into position before giving them the ball. When Martin withdrew from the team, the logical choice for the centre position was Tricklebank (V.U.C.), whose speed and penetration would have given the wings the opportunities they needed. Wild (V.U.C.) and Overton (C.U.C.) were the pick of the five-eighths. Howden (O.U.) played a sounder all-round game at half-back than Edwards (A.U.C.), who was inclined to fumble at times. Kissel (V.U.C.) was right on his game at full-back and did not make a mistake all day. Egan (O.U.) also played a very sound game. In fact, there was little to choose between the full-backs, and both kicked excellently.


The following were picked as the N.Z.U. team for 1938:—Kissel (V.U.C.). Eastwood (V.U.C.), Hunter (C.U.C.), Watt (O.U.), Overton (C.U.C.), Wild (V.U.C.), Howden (O.U.). Gomer (C.U.C.), Burke (V.U.C.), McNicol (V.U.C.), Drake (A.U.C.), Lange (A.U.C.), Trott (O.U.), Vosaigali (O.U.), Mack (O.U.).
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N.Z.U. v. Waikato




N.Z.U. v. 
Waikato


On Tuesday, August 30, the N.Z.U team met Waikato representatives at Hamilton, Waikato winning by 13 points to 6.


The 'Varsity side was not of full strength in the backs as the players had taken part in a strenuous game on a particularly hard ground at Palmerston North three days previously. Nevertheless their display was a very disappointing one. Full credit for the 'Varsity defeat must be given to the Waikato forwards, who, by reason of their height and weight, dominated the line-outs and set scrums; but in the loose, where the 'Varsity forwards might have been expected to make the most of their opportunities, they were sluggish. Had the backs received as much ball as the Waikato backs, the game would undoubtedly have been much more closely contested.


The game, which was one of the cleanest seen in Hamilton for some time, was rather marred by numerous stoppages for injuries, as a result of which New Zealand Universities lost the services of Egan, Lange and Foreman.
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Inter-College Hockey





Inter-College Hockey


The game played between Massey College and a representative Victoria College team at Massey College last Wednesday resulted in a win for the home side by three goals to two. On a somewhat rain-sodden ground, fast play provided an exhibition of exciting hockey. The Massey team excelled in the forward line and demonstrated 
[
unclear: rat] the best defence la attack. Lawrey 
[
unclear: at] centre-forward gave a splendid display of brilliant anticipation and speed. The men on his left, Shand and Sill, formed the spearhead of the attack, while the Massey combination was superior to that of Victoria.


dribbled the ball into fatal proximity


The game was a relatively even contest, both sides showing good form and fitness. A varied long and short passing game kept the tension among players and onlookers high. The Massey team held the advantage in the first half, but were frustrated from scoring by the defence of Banks and Walker at full-back and by the outstanding goal-keeping of Olive, who defended skilfully and courageously. Victoria's forwards in the first half failed to control the ball and to show sufficient combination to elude the Massey halves, Blake, Kelly and Grevatt. Half-time found the score nil all, and after the ball had been recovered from the stream nearby, play resumed. Rain held off throughout the game and the sun belatedly began to shine on the now well-churned terrain.


Victoria attacked at once and a rush led by Shaw, Whitham and Christie just failed to score. Massey attacked and Begg smashed a shot which Olive caught a la soccer and coolly cleared. Massey, however, were not to be denied and a wing attack by Begg and Watters opened the way for Lawrey to score with no one but the goal-keeper to beat.


Swift exchanges followed and after spirited work by 'Varsity forwards, ably supported by the halves, Mackintosh, Good and Long, D. Williams scored. Victoria pressed again, but the Massey forwards broke away and Shand made the score 2—1. Victoria forwards were now playing well but found the heavy ground and the speed of the opposition trying difficulties. But perseverance told and a movement by Shaw and Christie culminated in T. Williams goaling from the right with a nice shot. The game, with time almost at hand, was tense; the teams, now better matched in attack and defence, struggled for the supremacy of a goal.


From a twenty-five bully, the elusive Lawrey streaked through and of the goal-mouth, making Massey the winners by 3—2.


Shaw at centre-forward, and Long and Good, who had alternate spells at centre-half, played well, but were outclassed by Lawrey. For Victoria Banks at full-back and Olive in goal were outstanding; while for Massey, Lawrey, centre-forward, Sill, the fast left-winger, and Kelly and Blake—the centre and right halves, were thorns in the side of the visitors.


In the evening a dinner was held to mark the occasion. While regretting that the Victoria team had not been able to come up during the previous week-end, Massey College players suggested that more Massey-Victoria games should be played, say, two a season.


Summing up, the refereeing of the game was good, the Massey hospitality greatly appreciated, and the game itself was played in a spirit of real sportsmanship.


•


Although Frank Newcombe captained the Wellington representatives and the Club gained an Auckland representative in S. Braithwaite, the Senior hockey team had an indifferent season. Only Wesley and Huia II finished below it on the competition ladder.


•
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Spanish Children — Copper Trail





Spanish Children



Copper Trail


On Thursday, September 8th, a copper trail will be held from Bunny Street to Panama Street, between the hours of 12 noon and 2 p.m.


If there are enough helpers 'Varsity will man three sectors. Ten or more people required per sector. Give up your lunch hour and 
Help. Get into Immediate communication with Vesta Emmanuel per the letter rack, or phono 43-238 urgently if you will help, so that you are allotted to a sector.



Helpers Needed.
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[advert]






[image: You may forget to keep your eye on the ball . . . BUT . . . You must remember to go to— THE SPORTS DEPOT WITCOMBE & CALDWELL LTD. Suppliers of Superior Sporting Materials. 45 WILLIS STREET WELLINGTON]




[image: THE OUTSTANDING BOOK OF 1938. "INSANITY FAIR," by Douglas Reed. Published in April, this autobiography, which deals frankly with post-war Europe, had reached its twelfth impression by June. Reviewing it, James Agate said: "Here is very nearly the best book: I have ever had to review." PRICE 13/6. WHITCOMBE & TOMBS LIMITED : : LAMBTON QUAY, WELLINGTON]




[image: May's Beauty Saloon UPLAND ROAD - - KELBURN Specialists in Permanent Waving, Re-Setting, Marcel Waving, Hair Cutting, etc. Phone 26-311 Also at Palmerston North and Dannevirke]




[image: THIRSTS CATERED FOR F. C. THOMPSON KELBURN PARK Phone 42-525]




[image: ANNUAL LAW BALL St. Francis Hall - Friday, September 9, 8:30 p.m. Host and Hostess: RT. HON. SIR MICHAEL MYERS, G.C.M.G., and LADY MYERS Double, 10/6; Single, 6/- PROCEEDS IN AID OF BUILDING FUND.]




[image: People's Theatre [INCORPORATED] PLAY COMPETITION WINNERS:—(a) THREE ACT PLAY: "FALLS THE SHADOW." By Ian Hamilton. (b) ONE ACT PLAY: "LEFT, RIGHT," By R. E. Baeyertz. "SEND US, LORD A LITTLE WAR." By. G. L. gben Judged Equal. "SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST." By R. Verrier. People's Theatre, Inc., Invites authors to submit plays with New Zealand seeings relative to its policy. Royalties will be paid on plays produced People's Theatre, Inc. is dedicated to the struggle against all forms of reaction, such as War, Fascism, Censorship and, other interferences with democratic rights, Secretary, P.O. Box 1063, Auckland, C.T.]



Printed by The Commercial Printing and Publishing Co. of N.Z. Ltd., Boulcott Avenue. Wellington for the Publishers, Victoria College Students' Association, Salamanca Road.
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PHENIX CLUB

[
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A Statement of 1,000 Words
on

“THE RELATION BETWEEN
POLITICS AND POETRY"

o
CLOSING DATE:
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You may forget to keep yovr eye on the ball . . . BUT . ..
You must remember to go to—

THE SPORTS DEPOT
WITCOMBE & CALDWELL LTD.
. » - Euppliers of Superior Spertiag Materials.

45 WILLIS STREET - e s . - welmncrom
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ANNUAL

LAW BALL

St. Francis Hall - - Friday, Septanber 9 830
Host and Hostess:

RT. HON. SIR MICHAEL Mvus G
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THE "QUTSTANDING BOOK OF 1988.
“INSANITY FAIR." by Douglas Reed. Published In April, this autoblography.
which deals frankly with post-war Europe, had reached its twelfth impression
by June. Revlewlog ft, James Agate sal “Here (s very nearly the best book
I have ever had to review.”

PRICE 13/8.
WHITCOMBE & TOMBS LIMITED : : LAMBTON QUAY, WELLINGTON
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May’s Beauty Saloon
UPLAND ROAD - - KELBURN
Specialists in Permanent Waving, Re-Setting, Marcel Waving,

Hair Cuttlng. etc. -
Phone 26-311 Also at Palmerston North and Dannevirke
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WINNERS:—(a) THREE ACT PLAY:
“FALLS THE SHADOW."
(b) ONE ACT PLAY:

CLEFT, RIGHT." Dy . E. Baeyortz.

Poople's Thentre, Tc., tavleg authonses ubmit PSR
aifiiogs relative to 1t policy. Royaltizs will bo paidon pi
Peaple’s Theatre, Inc. Is dodicated to the struggle
reaction, such as War, Fasclam, Censorshlp and.
with democeatic righta. Seeretary, P.0. Box 1064






