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Foreword



I note that it is nine years since Nelson and Marlborough Historical Societies combined to produce the first joint issue of this Journal. Certainly from Nelson's point of view it has been a fortuitous arrangement providing a publication with a great variety of articles and widening our historical horizons.


This year has also seen our two societies making contact on a more personal level. Our trip to Brayshaw Park was greatly enjoyed by all participants and clearly showed that despite similar goals to further historical interest in our respective regions, the scale and thrust of our organisations differ considerably. We were again able to combine and repay some of Marlborough's hospitality on a fascinating field trip to the Wakamarina Valley.


Although only one Marlborough article appears in this issue it is to be hoped that our mutual involvement in the Journal will continue.


Once again we have an interesting mixture of articles – thank you contributors, in a well produced format – thank you editor Dawn Smith and printers Anchor Press.


Despite the risk of sounding repetitive I again make an early plea for copy for future issues. Our Journal after all is a direct reflection of the vigour of historical research in the top of the South Island and the principal annual historical publication for our region.




Steven Bagley


President.
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History of the Lime Industry in the Waimea County





by 
R. Courtney Lawry, M.Sc., W.N.Z.I.C., F.I.Q.








Major Deposits of Limestone



Waimea County is fortunate that it has two major deposits of limestone within its boundary, in addition to several smaller and discrete occurrences. The major ones are:—




	1.
	The marble of the Pikikiruna range, or Takaka Hill, running in a N.E. – S. W. line, to the N.W. of the County.


	2.
	The Maitai limestone, running in a parallel, direction to the S.E. of the County.



Workings on these two deposits account for the larger tonnages to have been extracted.


There have been three major uses of the limestones over the years:—




	1.
	For the manufacture of burnt lime.


	2.
	For the production of agricultural lime.


	3.
	For the production of marble building stone and chips.







1. Burnt Lime




(a) 
The Stoke Quarry



Burning lime must have been one of the first industrial activities undertaken in the new settlement of Nelson. The Nelson Examiner of 2nd December 1843 promotes the use of lime on ploughed lands, and details the facilities for obtaining it. A stratum of shelly limestone, of variable quality, still runs roughly along the line of the Ridgeway at Stoke. The earliest road from Nelson to the Waimea Plains ran along this line, and passed through Section 42, which is quoted in the paper.


It goes on to say that "Limestone, as most of our colonists are aware, is already quarried and burnt in Section 42, Suburban South District. The tenants of that section (Palmer and Ladd) would, no doubt, contract to raise a large quantity of stone, say 100 tons, and deliver it at the waterside, either burnt or unburnt as might be required; from whence it might be carried in large boats, at a small expense, to any farms having a water frontage. If parties requiring lime prefer quarrying for themselves, the formation, it is believed, creeps out near the surface, in the adjoining sections, numbers 41 and 29. The development of the strata, and the introduction into general use of this valuable element of production in soil, would amply remunerate the proprietor of any section containing it for any quantity which would be removed in the first twelve months. If application were made to the Resident Agent of the Company, a shorter road would probably be made along the boundary of sections 43 and 24 to the most available arm of the sea. At present the stone could be carted along a road already laid out, and passable in summer, which intersects and terminates in section number 4, on the coast."


And a week later it says – "The present limeburners in Suburban South district (Messrs Palmer and Ladd) are now prepared to supply agriculturists with lime at the kiln at £1 a ton, on condition that all carts come laden with wood; or they will deliver the stone at the waterside at 15s. per ton. As it is believed by many of our agriculturists that lime will be highly beneficial to fern land, we hope they will not neglect the present opportunity of introducing it into general use."


Later, in August 1859, it is recorded that the noted Austrian geologist Dr Ferdinand von Hochstetter, amongst other activities, inspected the limestone quarry at Stoke. This quarry finally became the site of Hall's limeworks.






(b) 
Wooded Peak



Another early extraction of limestone in the district was from a small quarry on Wooded Peak, east of Nelson. Near its top end, between Third and Fourth Houses, the Dun Mountain Railway passed through the Maitai Limestone belt. In 1863 a kiln for burning limestone was built beside the track, and a quarry to supply stone was opened just above it. The resulting burnt lime was sold 

for ls 9d per bushel (34 litres). Sales in early 1865 had reached 4 tons per week but, in the same year, Joseph Cock expressed the opinion that this kiln was poorly sited and that, if a new one were built, a saving of 5s per ton could be achieved. At this rate, the new kiln could pay for itself in a year. These figures imply a capital cost of £50 to build a new kiln. Times were uncertain, the trade declined and, by 1870, wagons could no longer negotiate the upper part of the incline to reach the quarry and kiln. A recent inspection of the quarry suggests that not more than 200 tons of stone was extracted from it.
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(C) 
Lukins' Lime-Kiln





The other early source of burnt lime was from Lukins' lime-kiln, established on the hillside at Port Nelson, opposite the present site of Reliance Engineering Limited. This kiln was used fairly consistently until 1957, using stone from a variety of sources. It was operated by a series of owners or lessees for a period of over 70 years, and was undoubtedly the most important source of burnt lime in the district, for most of that time.






(i) James Lukins


James Lukins came to Nelson in about 1858. He was engaged in gold-mining at the Glengyle claim at Parapara, before purchasing a ketch, Rapid, and a schooner. Dove, which he sailed between Nelson and New Plymouth. On 26th July 1880 he purchased about a quarter of an original town acre, numbered section 37, in Haven Road. This was just across the road from the jetty which carried his name, and was presumably the base for his shipping business. The house and property were later transferred to his daughter, Mrs Amelia Ann Charles, who lived there for the rest of her long life, together with her son, Lewis J. Charles, who spent his whole life as a limeburner.


On 19th March 1883, Lukins bought the rest of section 37, apart from a small portion, which had been purchased by Bishop Suter, and on which a small church survived. Lukins was then aged 57, but continued the operation of a lime-kiln on the property, which he apparently first leased from a Mr Carter on 1st December 1860, and maintained a business in burnt lime. Lew Charles used to talk about limestone being quarried on the Tata Islands in Golden Bay, brought to Nelson on a scow, unloaded at Lukins wharf and carried by wheelbarrow across the road to the kiln.


For all the years of operation of the works, limestone and fuel, latterly coke, were hauled up the hill on a steeply inclined tramline and tipped at the top. Lukins apparently built the wooden winch equipment himself, including a large spoked driving wheel.






(ii) Edwin H. Lukins



During the later years of James Lukins, the lime business was handled mainly by his son, Edwin. He inherited the enterprise on the death of his father on 16th July 1897 at the age of 71, having been a well respected older settler.






(iii) H. R. Duncan



On the 19th May 1910, Edwin Lukins sold the limeworks to the well-known Nelson brewer, Henry Richard Duncan, and it remained in the Duncan family for the remaining period of its operation,






(iv) F. W. Greenslade



For some period between 1910 and the mid 1920's, the works was leased and operated by Frank. W. Greenslade, who also owned ships. He apparently used marble from the Kairuru quarry on the Takaka Hill, which he shipped from the Sandy Bay wharf to Nelson.


A Waimea West farmer, W. D. Dron, records paying Greenslade £5.10.0 with a cheque dated 9th October 1919 for two tons of lime, but there was some dissatisfaction, because the lime would not run through the drill. Included in the amount paid was £1 for the sacks.






(v) W. L. Lawry



Sometime in the mid 1920 's the kiln was closed up. W. Leslie Lawry at that time needed burnt lime for the manufacture of lime-sulphur, so he took over the lease, and ran the kiln until it was closed down in 1957. Initially, stone was carted by W. V. (Bill) Snow from a fan in the Teal Valley, formed by stone washed out of the Maitai limestone belt, higher up the valley.


Later it was found that marble from the Takaka Hill produced a higher quality of burnt lime, and stone was quarried from several points close to the road on the hill. One small but well – developed quarry can still be seen, just above the road which goes to Canaan.


From about 1936, stone from a newly opened quarry in the Maitai belt, in the Lee Valley, was used for the production of slaked lime, used mainly in agriculture.


When the works was closed in 1957, the property was sold to Guard's Sea Services. The old kiln and buildings were dismantled.











(d) 
W. L. Lawry Limited



In 1956, the company W. L. Lawry Limited built an electrically heated burnt lime kiln at Brightwater. It used about 1 ton of stone each 24 hours and produced a very high quality burnt lime. The general opinion was that electricity was too expensive to use in a kiln but, because it was fully automated, it worked very satisfactorily to produce quick lime for the manufacture of lime-sulphur, until 1968. At about that time, the use of lime-sulphur in Nelson had almost ceased, so the business was sold to McDonald's Lime Co. Ltd. from the North Island and production of quick lime ended.






(e) 
Other Lime Kilns



Burning lime seems to have been a fairly common operation about or prior to the time of World War I. The kilns I have been able to find out about are: -




	(i)
	One in Pig Valley owned and operated by Albert Tuck. Remains of this one can still be seen, close to the Maitai limestone outcrop in the Valley.


	(ii)
	One in the Lee Valley, below the present quarry, at which George F. Williams worked. I do not know who owned it, or when it operated.


	(iii)
	One in the Wairoa Gorge, just below the junction of the Lee and Wairoa Rivers, built at his home by George Williams.


	(iv)
	Subsequent to the establishment of the crushing plant at Kaka, a kiln was built about a kilometre away by Hugh Gully and Jack Andrews of Brightwater. Attempts to burn lime with wood were apparently not successful, and the project was abandoned, with very little burnt lime having been produced.


	(v)
	Another kiln was operated on the site which was later the location of the crushed lime works of the Motueka Lime Co. Ltd., probably at the time of World War I, or earlier.


	(vi)
	About 1930, as one of his first excursions into the mineral industry, T. J. McKee operated a kiln for a short time on the Takaka Hill.









2. Crushed Agricultural Lime




(a) 
Farmers Union Lime Co. Ltd.



It appears that, in 1920, the first production of crushed agricultural lime was undertaken at Kaka, by the Farmers Union Lime Co. Ltd. At Kaka there is a deposit of high grade tertiary limestone, with a calcium carbonate content averaging 96%. The quarry and works were about a kilometre from the Kaka railway station, over the Tadmor River, up a side gully containing Cave Creek.


John W. Christian, who lived between Kaka and Tui, was awarded a contract to build a tramline from the works to the railway station. George Hall was responsible for construction of the high wooden bridge, spanning the river. The tramline was under construction when Armistice was declared in 1918.


Official figures from this period do not distinguish production tonnages from individual works but, in 1929, 1654 tons of lime were produced in Nelson-Westland.


A railway waybill, dated 25th November 1921, shows the consignment of 1 truck of lime from Kaka to W. D. Dron at Spring Grove, for which the railage was 8 shillings and demurrage for 2 days was £1. The lime was sown on a paddock at Waimea West, but the supply ran out before the paddock was finished. The difference in the growth of grass subsequently, between the two areas, totally convinced Mr Dron of the benefits of the crushed lime.


This was just as well, because earlier in 1921 he had purchased 5 more shares in the Company, in addition to 50 shares bought in 1919 for £2.10.0.


Sometime immediately after World War I, the plant was sold to Norman E. Wilkinson and leased to Jack R. Oldham, who ran it for some time. Then it was leased for a while by Otto Bauer, and finally run by Wilkinson himself, until closed permanently in 1959. Output for 1958 was 242 tons and, in 1959, 22 tons.


Until soon after World War II, in about 1949, agricultural lime was carried on the railway free of charge, and this enabled farmers all over the Waimeas to purchase a relatively cheap product.









(b) 
Tapawera Lime Co. Ltd.



At about the same time as the Kaka works commenced in 1920, Alex Drummond Snr. of the Wangapeka Plains seem to have recognised the importance of lime to agriculture. He arranged for Tom Hewetson to visit the Wangapeka with a portable crushing plant, driven by a Samson tractor. The tractor is now in the Wakefield Steam Museum. His sons, Alex and Basil, produced lime and used it on their farms prior to World War II. After the war they formed the Tapawera Lime Co. Ltd. with Vic Tomlinson, and established a permanent plant on the western hillside, overlooking the Wangapeka Plain. Peak production was 1962 tons in 1959, but the works was finally closed in 1966. In the last few years it was run by Kirbys Carriers Limited, but inadequate maintenance and a very difficult quarry seem to have led to its closure.






(c) 
Hall's Limeworks



As noted earlier, the first limestone to be quarried in the area was from a site which is now at the end of View Mount, in Stoke. Sometime prior to World War II, George Hall established a plant at the quarry, to produce crushed agricultural lime. Tracy Brown of Stoke worked at the site and Claud Best of Stoke remembers caning bagged lime, in loads of 1 1/2 tons at a time, to the Stoke Railway Station. The quality of the lime varied from 65 to 90% of calcium carbonate, and its composition is largely shells and barnacle plates.


The crushing plant was purchased by W. L. Lawry in 1936 and shifted to the Lee Valley. The floor of the quarry is now used as a tennis court, on the property currently owned by Mrs W. Bullivant.






(d) 
Murchison



Another operation started in the early 1920's, at Murchison, on the initiative of the local Farmers Union. The quarry and plant were initially situated on the hill, close to the present main road bridge over the Matakitaki river. Unfortunately, the quality of the limestone was not good, so the works was shifted to Newton Flat in 1929. High transport costs made this uneconomic and the works soon closed.


Later it was bought by Alex Thomson, subsequently a Nelson butcher, and well-known Nelson accountant Bert Hodgson. They shifted the works to their property, Forest Home, on the Four Fiver Plain near Murchison, and the lime they produced was used solely on their own farm.


Bert C. Spiers, who was working in the firm of B. S. Spiers and Sons, found himself without a job when this firm of carriers was taken over by Transport (Nelson) Limited in 1939. He purchased the lime crushing plant from Thomson and Hodgson, paying for it with lime supplied to them in the following two years. In that first year he produced about 500 tons of agricultural lime.


He spread lime for farmers, with a truck and a Munro spreader attached to the back. In 1942 he shifted the plant back to Newton Flat, where it is still operating. The works was sold to Lime & Marble Limited in 1976. This firm was interested in using the very high quality stone for industrial purposes, as well as the agricultural production. From 1958 to the present, this has averaged 4671 tons a year, with a peak of 7835 tons in 1980. In general, a similar quantity has been produced for industrial use over the years by both Bert Spiers and Lime & Marble Ltd.


The quarrying of the stone is a very difficult operation, as the seam is only about 15 metres thick, and disappears into the hillside, like meat in a sandwich of granite on either side. This makes extraction tedious and expensive.






(e) 
Motueka Lime Co. Ltd



The Motueka Lime Co. Ltd. was another works which started soon after World War I, using a deposit of limestone at the foot of the hills in Riwaka. As noted earlier, it was set up on the site of an old burnt lime kiln, on a property owned for many years by John Francois, and his father before him. In the 1970's economic difficulties were encountered, and the works was sold and operated in turn by Keith Fry, Fred Moss, Andy Whiting and Lime & Marble Limited. It was finally closed in 1979. In the period from 1958 to 1979, the average annual production was 1625 tons, with a peak of 2695 tons in 1958.









(f) 
Pokororo Lime Co.



Also sometime before World War II, probably about 1934, a crushing operation was established in the valley of the Big Pokororo River by Percy Parkes. He had a quarry up the hillside and sent stone on a tramway system to the plant, which was set up on a small river flat. Parkes was also a local contractor. Unfortunately, in 1938, his son Ormond Parkes was killed by a rock-fall in the quarry.


The works apparently passed to Harry Pooley and Laurie Walker, but at the end of the war they were in financial difficulty. Laurie's brother, Keith Walker, who had a home appliance shop in Nelson, sought expert advice and decided to shift the plant to a new site, in the valley of the Little Pokororo. This venture also proved to be uneconomic and was closed down with Keith Walker ultimately losing about £2,000.






(g) 
W. L. Lawry Limited



This company's production of crushed agricultural lime has been the largest in the County to date. My father, W. L. Lawry, first manufactured lime-sulphur, a spray material, on a commercial basis in 1923 and, as noted earlier, became involved in the burning of lime a few years later. Quarrying for limestone for the kiln first commenced in the Lee Valley, in the deposit of Maitai limestone, in 1936. In fact, the first road to open a quarry passed over the site of George Williams' old kiln and filled it in. The quarry was at the bottom of the hill, and heavy overburden soon diverted attention to some large outcrops higher up the hill. A road to these outcrops was built in the same year, and quarrying commenced to supply stone for the Port Lukins kiln.


It was not long before substantial quantities of small stone accumulated. The decision was made to purchase George Hall's Stoke plant and convert this waste into crushed lime. The plant, which included a small jaw crusher originally used in the Roding Copper Mine, a pulveriser and air compressor, was all relocated up the hillside, near the site of the present works, in 1937. Foremen in the early years of operation were Bertram A. Ching of Stoke and Clarence L. Andrews of Brightwater.


In 1945 I joined my father in the business and, in 1946, we decided to split the operation, retaining a primary crushing plant at the quarry site and building a new pulverising plant in the railway yard at Brightwater, with its own private siding. At this time there was no reticulation of electricity in the Lee Valley, so it was advantageous, for this and other reasons, to shift the power-consuming pulverising operation to Brightwater. All the lime used in the Rai Valley at that time was loaded directly from bagging machines, straight into railway trucks, for despatch to Nelson.


One of the more unusual consignments at this time was to rail a scow-load of 60 tons of bagged lime to the Port for shipment to various private farm jetties in the Marlborough Sounds.


Bulk lime and a bulk sowing service, using a wheel tractor and trailer, were first introduced in 1950, with a consequent great saving in hard labour. It was not long before farmers recognised that, while machinery was covering a farm, it was just as easy to spread fertilizer at the same time as the lime. As a consequence, the Brightwater works soon became a very sophisticated lime and fertilizer despatch plant. With the continuing development of thousands of acres of Moutere hill country in the 1950's, the sowing service proved popular. Thousands of tons of lime were spread from trailers drawn by a crawler tractor. Finally, truck spreaders were introduced to cover flat farms.


Meantime there were developments in the quarry. A new primary crushing plant, including a much larger jaw crusher, was built on the present works site in the Lee Valley. Early quarrying was about 400 feet above the valley floor, but it was not long before the quarry face became dangerously high. In the 1950's a progressive programme of benching was introduced, so that quarrying proceeded from the top of the deposit downwards. A total quarry height of 400 feet was operated with a series of eight floors. Access by road to all floors ultimately required quite a network of roads on the hillside.


It was quite a delight that, in the 1957 Mines Statement to Parliament, it was noted that "the 

development of a very high hillside by W. L. Lawry Limited into benches … could very well be copied to advantage by a number of other quarries in similar ground."


In 1978, the company was sold to Irvine's Freightlines Limited. Total production of crushed agricultural lime, from when the works at Brightwater commenced operating on 19th September 1946, to the end of 1982, was 350,790 tons, at an average of nearly 10,000 tons per year.


Lime from the Brightwater plant was always a little more costly than that of competitors, partly because transportation costs, for the five mile haulage from the Lee Valley, was included. On 1 January 1948 the price was raised to 27/6 per ton and, on 1 February 1961, it had progressed to 35/-.






(h) 
S. R. Irvine Limited



There is so much limestone in the County that there has always been competition to supply crushed lime. In the decade of the 1970's, three companies entered the market briefly. In 1971, S. R. Irvine Limited purchased the equipment of the defunct Tapawera Lime Co. Ltd. and set it up at the mouth of the Pearse River. In the three years to 1973, a total of 3151 tons were produced from stone won from slides in the Graham Valley, but the operation proved to be uneconomic and was abandoned.






(i) 
Sherry River Lime Co. Ltd.



In 1975, A. Jack Shirtcliff opened a limestone quarry in the Sherry River Valley, and carted stone to a limeworks near his home, on the Slippery Road. It operated until 1981 and then closed, after having produced 24,361 tons of crushed lime. The quarry has also supplied large quantities of stone, for river protection purposes, and is still operating. It is one of the best sited quarries in the district, being on top of a limestone ridge and north-facing. A second bench has recently been opened, about 40 feet below the original.






(j) 
Highways Construction Limited



In 1979, Highways Construction Limited, a subsidiary of Transport (Nelson) Limited, which operated a plant in the Collins Valley, producing crushed serpentine, decided to process travertine, a recrystallised limestone from the Teal Valley, through the same plant. Travertine is very porous and can contain up to 50% of water so, for agricultural lime, it has to be dried. The company produced 5215 tons of lime in the years 1979–80, most of which was used in the Rai Valley. The operation was again uneconomic and now the whole plant has been dismantled.






(k) 
Lime & Marble Limited



From the 1930 's to the present time, white marble has been quarried from Ngarua on the Takaka Hill and, although most has been crushed and used for industrial purposes, substantial tonnages have been used for agriculture. For the years 1958 to 1986, sales for agriculture have been highly variable, but have averaged 4869 tons per year. This has always been a finely ground, high-grade product.








3 
Industrial and Building



Since World War II most of the operating quarries have supplied large quantities of stone, for industrial chips, river protection and marble for building stone. Most of the latter has come from the Kairuru quarry, on the Takaka Hill.
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Major Deposits of Limestone



Waimea County is fortunate that it has two major deposits of limestone within its boundary, in addition to several smaller and discrete occurrences. The major ones are:—




	1.
	The marble of the Pikikiruna range, or Takaka Hill, running in a N.E. – S. W. line, to the N.W. of the County.


	2.
	The Maitai limestone, running in a parallel, direction to the S.E. of the County.



Workings on these two deposits account for the larger tonnages to have been extracted.


There have been three major uses of the limestones over the years:—




	1.
	For the manufacture of burnt lime.


	2.
	For the production of agricultural lime.


	3.
	For the production of marble building stone and chips.
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1. Burnt Lime




(a) 
The Stoke Quarry



Burning lime must have been one of the first industrial activities undertaken in the new settlement of Nelson. The Nelson Examiner of 2nd December 1843 promotes the use of lime on ploughed lands, and details the facilities for obtaining it. A stratum of shelly limestone, of variable quality, still runs roughly along the line of the Ridgeway at Stoke. The earliest road from Nelson to the Waimea Plains ran along this line, and passed through Section 42, which is quoted in the paper.


It goes on to say that "Limestone, as most of our colonists are aware, is already quarried and burnt in Section 42, Suburban South District. The tenants of that section (Palmer and Ladd) would, no doubt, contract to raise a large quantity of stone, say 100 tons, and deliver it at the waterside, either burnt or unburnt as might be required; from whence it might be carried in large boats, at a small expense, to any farms having a water frontage. If parties requiring lime prefer quarrying for themselves, the formation, it is believed, creeps out near the surface, in the adjoining sections, numbers 41 and 29. The development of the strata, and the introduction into general use of this valuable element of production in soil, would amply remunerate the proprietor of any section containing it for any quantity which would be removed in the first twelve months. If application were made to the Resident Agent of the Company, a shorter road would probably be made along the boundary of sections 43 and 24 to the most available arm of the sea. At present the stone could be carted along a road already laid out, and passable in summer, which intersects and terminates in section number 4, on the coast."


And a week later it says – "The present limeburners in Suburban South district (Messrs Palmer and Ladd) are now prepared to supply agriculturists with lime at the kiln at £1 a ton, on condition that all carts come laden with wood; or they will deliver the stone at the waterside at 15s. per ton. As it is believed by many of our agriculturists that lime will be highly beneficial to fern land, we hope they will not neglect the present opportunity of introducing it into general use."


Later, in August 1859, it is recorded that the noted Austrian geologist Dr Ferdinand von Hochstetter, amongst other activities, inspected the limestone quarry at Stoke. This quarry finally became the site of Hall's limeworks.






(b) 
Wooded Peak



Another early extraction of limestone in the district was from a small quarry on Wooded Peak, east of Nelson. Near its top end, between Third and Fourth Houses, the Dun Mountain Railway passed through the Maitai Limestone belt. In 1863 a kiln for burning limestone was built beside the track, and a quarry to supply stone was opened just above it. The resulting burnt lime was sold 

for ls 9d per bushel (34 litres). Sales in early 1865 had reached 4 tons per week but, in the same year, Joseph Cock expressed the opinion that this kiln was poorly sited and that, if a new one were built, a saving of 5s per ton could be achieved. At this rate, the new kiln could pay for itself in a year. These figures imply a capital cost of £50 to build a new kiln. Times were uncertain, the trade declined and, by 1870, wagons could no longer negotiate the upper part of the incline to reach the quarry and kiln. A recent inspection of the quarry suggests that not more than 200 tons of stone was extracted from it.
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(C) 
Lukins' Lime-Kiln





The other early source of burnt lime was from Lukins' lime-kiln, established on the hillside at Port Nelson, opposite the present site of Reliance Engineering Limited. This kiln was used fairly consistently until 1957, using stone from a variety of sources. It was operated by a series of owners or lessees for a period of over 70 years, and was undoubtedly the most important source of burnt lime in the district, for most of that time.






(i) James Lukins


James Lukins came to Nelson in about 1858. He was engaged in gold-mining at the Glengyle claim at Parapara, before purchasing a ketch, Rapid, and a schooner. Dove, which he sailed between Nelson and New Plymouth. On 26th July 1880 he purchased about a quarter of an original town acre, numbered section 37, in Haven Road. This was just across the road from the jetty which carried his name, and was presumably the base for his shipping business. The house and property were later transferred to his daughter, Mrs Amelia Ann Charles, who lived there for the rest of her long life, together with her son, Lewis J. Charles, who spent his whole life as a limeburner.


On 19th March 1883, Lukins bought the rest of section 37, apart from a small portion, which had been purchased by Bishop Suter, and on which a small church survived. Lukins was then aged 57, but continued the operation of a lime-kiln on the property, which he apparently first leased from a Mr Carter on 1st December 1860, and maintained a business in burnt lime. Lew Charles used to talk about limestone being quarried on the Tata Islands in Golden Bay, brought to Nelson on a scow, unloaded at Lukins wharf and carried by wheelbarrow across the road to the kiln.


For all the years of operation of the works, limestone and fuel, latterly coke, were hauled up the hill on a steeply inclined tramline and tipped at the top. Lukins apparently built the wooden winch equipment himself, including a large spoked driving wheel.






(ii) Edwin H. Lukins



During the later years of James Lukins, the lime business was handled mainly by his son, Edwin. He inherited the enterprise on the death of his father on 16th July 1897 at the age of 71, having been a well respected older settler.






(iii) H. R. Duncan



On the 19th May 1910, Edwin Lukins sold the limeworks to the well-known Nelson brewer, Henry Richard Duncan, and it remained in the Duncan family for the remaining period of its operation,






(iv) F. W. Greenslade



For some period between 1910 and the mid 1920's, the works was leased and operated by Frank. W. Greenslade, who also owned ships. He apparently used marble from the Kairuru quarry on the Takaka Hill, which he shipped from the Sandy Bay wharf to Nelson.


A Waimea West farmer, W. D. Dron, records paying Greenslade £5.10.0 with a cheque dated 9th October 1919 for two tons of lime, but there was some dissatisfaction, because the lime would not run through the drill. Included in the amount paid was £1 for the sacks.






(v) W. L. Lawry



Sometime in the mid 1920 's the kiln was closed up. W. Leslie Lawry at that time needed burnt lime for the manufacture of lime-sulphur, so he took over the lease, and ran the kiln until it was closed down in 1957. Initially, stone was carted by W. V. (Bill) Snow from a fan in the Teal Valley, formed by stone washed out of the Maitai limestone belt, higher up the valley.


Later it was found that marble from the Takaka Hill produced a higher quality of burnt lime, and stone was quarried from several points close to the road on the hill. One small but well – developed quarry can still be seen, just above the road which goes to Canaan.


From about 1936, stone from a newly opened quarry in the Maitai belt, in the Lee Valley, was used for the production of slaked lime, used mainly in agriculture.


When the works was closed in 1957, the property was sold to Guard's Sea Services. The old kiln and buildings were dismantled.











(d) 
W. L. Lawry Limited



In 1956, the company W. L. Lawry Limited built an electrically heated burnt lime kiln at Brightwater. It used about 1 ton of stone each 24 hours and produced a very high quality burnt lime. The general opinion was that electricity was too expensive to use in a kiln but, because it was fully automated, it worked very satisfactorily to produce quick lime for the manufacture of lime-sulphur, until 1968. At about that time, the use of lime-sulphur in Nelson had almost ceased, so the business was sold to McDonald's Lime Co. Ltd. from the North Island and production of quick lime ended.






(e) 
Other Lime Kilns



Burning lime seems to have been a fairly common operation about or prior to the time of World War I. The kilns I have been able to find out about are: -




	(i)
	One in Pig Valley owned and operated by Albert Tuck. Remains of this one can still be seen, close to the Maitai limestone outcrop in the Valley.


	(ii)
	One in the Lee Valley, below the present quarry, at which George F. Williams worked. I do not know who owned it, or when it operated.


	(iii)
	One in the Wairoa Gorge, just below the junction of the Lee and Wairoa Rivers, built at his home by George Williams.


	(iv)
	Subsequent to the establishment of the crushing plant at Kaka, a kiln was built about a kilometre away by Hugh Gully and Jack Andrews of Brightwater. Attempts to burn lime with wood were apparently not successful, and the project was abandoned, with very little burnt lime having been produced.


	(v)
	Another kiln was operated on the site which was later the location of the crushed lime works of the Motueka Lime Co. Ltd., probably at the time of World War I, or earlier.


	(vi)
	About 1930, as one of his first excursions into the mineral industry, T. J. McKee operated a kiln for a short time on the Takaka Hill.
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(a) 
The Stoke Quarry



Burning lime must have been one of the first industrial activities undertaken in the new settlement of Nelson. The Nelson Examiner of 2nd December 1843 promotes the use of lime on ploughed lands, and details the facilities for obtaining it. A stratum of shelly limestone, of variable quality, still runs roughly along the line of the Ridgeway at Stoke. The earliest road from Nelson to the Waimea Plains ran along this line, and passed through Section 42, which is quoted in the paper.


It goes on to say that "Limestone, as most of our colonists are aware, is already quarried and burnt in Section 42, Suburban South District. The tenants of that section (Palmer and Ladd) would, no doubt, contract to raise a large quantity of stone, say 100 tons, and deliver it at the waterside, either burnt or unburnt as might be required; from whence it might be carried in large boats, at a small expense, to any farms having a water frontage. If parties requiring lime prefer quarrying for themselves, the formation, it is believed, creeps out near the surface, in the adjoining sections, numbers 41 and 29. The development of the strata, and the introduction into general use of this valuable element of production in soil, would amply remunerate the proprietor of any section containing it for any quantity which would be removed in the first twelve months. If application were made to the Resident Agent of the Company, a shorter road would probably be made along the boundary of sections 43 and 24 to the most available arm of the sea. At present the stone could be carted along a road already laid out, and passable in summer, which intersects and terminates in section number 4, on the coast."


And a week later it says – "The present limeburners in Suburban South district (Messrs Palmer and Ladd) are now prepared to supply agriculturists with lime at the kiln at £1 a ton, on condition that all carts come laden with wood; or they will deliver the stone at the waterside at 15s. per ton. As it is believed by many of our agriculturists that lime will be highly beneficial to fern land, we hope they will not neglect the present opportunity of introducing it into general use."


Later, in August 1859, it is recorded that the noted Austrian geologist Dr Ferdinand von Hochstetter, amongst other activities, inspected the limestone quarry at Stoke. This quarry finally became the site of Hall's limeworks.
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(b) 
Wooded Peak



Another early extraction of limestone in the district was from a small quarry on Wooded Peak, east of Nelson. Near its top end, between Third and Fourth Houses, the Dun Mountain Railway passed through the Maitai Limestone belt. In 1863 a kiln for burning limestone was built beside the track, and a quarry to supply stone was opened just above it. The resulting burnt lime was sold 

for ls 9d per bushel (34 litres). Sales in early 1865 had reached 4 tons per week but, in the same year, Joseph Cock expressed the opinion that this kiln was poorly sited and that, if a new one were built, a saving of 5s per ton could be achieved. At this rate, the new kiln could pay for itself in a year. These figures imply a capital cost of £50 to build a new kiln. Times were uncertain, the trade declined and, by 1870, wagons could no longer negotiate the upper part of the incline to reach the quarry and kiln. A recent inspection of the quarry suggests that not more than 200 tons of stone was extracted from it.
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(C) 
Lukins' Lime-Kiln





The other early source of burnt lime was from Lukins' lime-kiln, established on the hillside at Port Nelson, opposite the present site of Reliance Engineering Limited. This kiln was used fairly consistently until 1957, using stone from a variety of sources. It was operated by a series of owners or lessees for a period of over 70 years, and was undoubtedly the most important source of burnt lime in the district, for most of that time.






(i) James Lukins


James Lukins came to Nelson in about 1858. He was engaged in gold-mining at the Glengyle claim at Parapara, before purchasing a ketch, Rapid, and a schooner. Dove, which he sailed between Nelson and New Plymouth. On 26th July 1880 he purchased about a quarter of an original town acre, numbered section 37, in Haven Road. This was just across the road from the jetty which carried his name, and was presumably the base for his shipping business. The house and property were later transferred to his daughter, Mrs Amelia Ann Charles, who lived there for the rest of her long life, together with her son, Lewis J. Charles, who spent his whole life as a limeburner.


On 19th March 1883, Lukins bought the rest of section 37, apart from a small portion, which had been purchased by Bishop Suter, and on which a small church survived. Lukins was then aged 57, but continued the operation of a lime-kiln on the property, which he apparently first leased from a Mr Carter on 1st December 1860, and maintained a business in burnt lime. Lew Charles used to talk about limestone being quarried on the Tata Islands in Golden Bay, brought to Nelson on a scow, unloaded at Lukins wharf and carried by wheelbarrow across the road to the kiln.


For all the years of operation of the works, limestone and fuel, latterly coke, were hauled up the hill on a steeply inclined tramline and tipped at the top. Lukins apparently built the wooden winch equipment himself, including a large spoked driving wheel.






(ii) Edwin H. Lukins



During the later years of James Lukins, the lime business was handled mainly by his son, Edwin. He inherited the enterprise on the death of his father on 16th July 1897 at the age of 71, having been a well respected older settler.






(iii) H. R. Duncan



On the 19th May 1910, Edwin Lukins sold the limeworks to the well-known Nelson brewer, Henry Richard Duncan, and it remained in the Duncan family for the remaining period of its operation,






(iv) F. W. Greenslade



For some period between 1910 and the mid 1920's, the works was leased and operated by Frank. W. Greenslade, who also owned ships. He apparently used marble from the Kairuru quarry on the Takaka Hill, which he shipped from the Sandy Bay wharf to Nelson.


A Waimea West farmer, W. D. Dron, records paying Greenslade £5.10.0 with a cheque dated 9th October 1919 for two tons of lime, but there was some dissatisfaction, because the lime would not run through the drill. Included in the amount paid was £1 for the sacks.






(v) W. L. Lawry



Sometime in the mid 1920 's the kiln was closed up. W. Leslie Lawry at that time needed burnt lime for the manufacture of lime-sulphur, so he took over the lease, and ran the kiln until it was closed down in 1957. Initially, stone was carted by W. V. (Bill) Snow from a fan in the Teal Valley, formed by stone washed out of the Maitai limestone belt, higher up the valley.


Later it was found that marble from the Takaka Hill produced a higher quality of burnt lime, and stone was quarried from several points close to the road on the hill. One small but well – developed quarry can still be seen, just above the road which goes to Canaan.


From about 1936, stone from a newly opened quarry in the Maitai belt, in the Lee Valley, was used for the production of slaked lime, used mainly in agriculture.


When the works was closed in 1957, the property was sold to Guard's Sea Services. The old kiln and buildings were dismantled.
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(d) 
W. L. Lawry Limited



In 1956, the company W. L. Lawry Limited built an electrically heated burnt lime kiln at Brightwater. It used about 1 ton of stone each 24 hours and produced a very high quality burnt lime. The general opinion was that electricity was too expensive to use in a kiln but, because it was fully automated, it worked very satisfactorily to produce quick lime for the manufacture of lime-sulphur, until 1968. At about that time, the use of lime-sulphur in Nelson had almost ceased, so the business was sold to McDonald's Lime Co. Ltd. from the North Island and production of quick lime ended.
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(e) 
Other Lime Kilns



Burning lime seems to have been a fairly common operation about or prior to the time of World War I. The kilns I have been able to find out about are: -




	(i)
	One in Pig Valley owned and operated by Albert Tuck. Remains of this one can still be seen, close to the Maitai limestone outcrop in the Valley.


	(ii)
	One in the Lee Valley, below the present quarry, at which George F. Williams worked. I do not know who owned it, or when it operated.


	(iii)
	One in the Wairoa Gorge, just below the junction of the Lee and Wairoa Rivers, built at his home by George Williams.


	(iv)
	Subsequent to the establishment of the crushing plant at Kaka, a kiln was built about a kilometre away by Hugh Gully and Jack Andrews of Brightwater. Attempts to burn lime with wood were apparently not successful, and the project was abandoned, with very little burnt lime having been produced.


	(v)
	Another kiln was operated on the site which was later the location of the crushed lime works of the Motueka Lime Co. Ltd., probably at the time of World War I, or earlier.


	(vi)
	About 1930, as one of his first excursions into the mineral industry, T. J. McKee operated a kiln for a short time on the Takaka Hill.
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2. Crushed Agricultural Lime




(a) 
Farmers Union Lime Co. Ltd.



It appears that, in 1920, the first production of crushed agricultural lime was undertaken at Kaka, by the Farmers Union Lime Co. Ltd. At Kaka there is a deposit of high grade tertiary limestone, with a calcium carbonate content averaging 96%. The quarry and works were about a kilometre from the Kaka railway station, over the Tadmor River, up a side gully containing Cave Creek.


John W. Christian, who lived between Kaka and Tui, was awarded a contract to build a tramline from the works to the railway station. George Hall was responsible for construction of the high wooden bridge, spanning the river. The tramline was under construction when Armistice was declared in 1918.


Official figures from this period do not distinguish production tonnages from individual works but, in 1929, 1654 tons of lime were produced in Nelson-Westland.


A railway waybill, dated 25th November 1921, shows the consignment of 1 truck of lime from Kaka to W. D. Dron at Spring Grove, for which the railage was 8 shillings and demurrage for 2 days was £1. The lime was sown on a paddock at Waimea West, but the supply ran out before the paddock was finished. The difference in the growth of grass subsequently, between the two areas, totally convinced Mr Dron of the benefits of the crushed lime.


This was just as well, because earlier in 1921 he had purchased 5 more shares in the Company, in addition to 50 shares bought in 1919 for £2.10.0.


Sometime immediately after World War I, the plant was sold to Norman E. Wilkinson and leased to Jack R. Oldham, who ran it for some time. Then it was leased for a while by Otto Bauer, and finally run by Wilkinson himself, until closed permanently in 1959. Output for 1958 was 242 tons and, in 1959, 22 tons.


Until soon after World War II, in about 1949, agricultural lime was carried on the railway free of charge, and this enabled farmers all over the Waimeas to purchase a relatively cheap product.









(b) 
Tapawera Lime Co. Ltd.



At about the same time as the Kaka works commenced in 1920, Alex Drummond Snr. of the Wangapeka Plains seem to have recognised the importance of lime to agriculture. He arranged for Tom Hewetson to visit the Wangapeka with a portable crushing plant, driven by a Samson tractor. The tractor is now in the Wakefield Steam Museum. His sons, Alex and Basil, produced lime and used it on their farms prior to World War II. After the war they formed the Tapawera Lime Co. Ltd. with Vic Tomlinson, and established a permanent plant on the western hillside, overlooking the Wangapeka Plain. Peak production was 1962 tons in 1959, but the works was finally closed in 1966. In the last few years it was run by Kirbys Carriers Limited, but inadequate maintenance and a very difficult quarry seem to have led to its closure.






(c) 
Hall's Limeworks



As noted earlier, the first limestone to be quarried in the area was from a site which is now at the end of View Mount, in Stoke. Sometime prior to World War II, George Hall established a plant at the quarry, to produce crushed agricultural lime. Tracy Brown of Stoke worked at the site and Claud Best of Stoke remembers caning bagged lime, in loads of 1 1/2 tons at a time, to the Stoke Railway Station. The quality of the lime varied from 65 to 90% of calcium carbonate, and its composition is largely shells and barnacle plates.


The crushing plant was purchased by W. L. Lawry in 1936 and shifted to the Lee Valley. The floor of the quarry is now used as a tennis court, on the property currently owned by Mrs W. Bullivant.






(d) 
Murchison



Another operation started in the early 1920's, at Murchison, on the initiative of the local Farmers Union. The quarry and plant were initially situated on the hill, close to the present main road bridge over the Matakitaki river. Unfortunately, the quality of the limestone was not good, so the works was shifted to Newton Flat in 1929. High transport costs made this uneconomic and the works soon closed.


Later it was bought by Alex Thomson, subsequently a Nelson butcher, and well-known Nelson accountant Bert Hodgson. They shifted the works to their property, Forest Home, on the Four Fiver Plain near Murchison, and the lime they produced was used solely on their own farm.


Bert C. Spiers, who was working in the firm of B. S. Spiers and Sons, found himself without a job when this firm of carriers was taken over by Transport (Nelson) Limited in 1939. He purchased the lime crushing plant from Thomson and Hodgson, paying for it with lime supplied to them in the following two years. In that first year he produced about 500 tons of agricultural lime.


He spread lime for farmers, with a truck and a Munro spreader attached to the back. In 1942 he shifted the plant back to Newton Flat, where it is still operating. The works was sold to Lime & Marble Limited in 1976. This firm was interested in using the very high quality stone for industrial purposes, as well as the agricultural production. From 1958 to the present, this has averaged 4671 tons a year, with a peak of 7835 tons in 1980. In general, a similar quantity has been produced for industrial use over the years by both Bert Spiers and Lime & Marble Ltd.


The quarrying of the stone is a very difficult operation, as the seam is only about 15 metres thick, and disappears into the hillside, like meat in a sandwich of granite on either side. This makes extraction tedious and expensive.






(e) 
Motueka Lime Co. Ltd



The Motueka Lime Co. Ltd. was another works which started soon after World War I, using a deposit of limestone at the foot of the hills in Riwaka. As noted earlier, it was set up on the site of an old burnt lime kiln, on a property owned for many years by John Francois, and his father before him. In the 1970's economic difficulties were encountered, and the works was sold and operated in turn by Keith Fry, Fred Moss, Andy Whiting and Lime & Marble Limited. It was finally closed in 1979. In the period from 1958 to 1979, the average annual production was 1625 tons, with a peak of 2695 tons in 1958.









(f) 
Pokororo Lime Co.



Also sometime before World War II, probably about 1934, a crushing operation was established in the valley of the Big Pokororo River by Percy Parkes. He had a quarry up the hillside and sent stone on a tramway system to the plant, which was set up on a small river flat. Parkes was also a local contractor. Unfortunately, in 1938, his son Ormond Parkes was killed by a rock-fall in the quarry.


The works apparently passed to Harry Pooley and Laurie Walker, but at the end of the war they were in financial difficulty. Laurie's brother, Keith Walker, who had a home appliance shop in Nelson, sought expert advice and decided to shift the plant to a new site, in the valley of the Little Pokororo. This venture also proved to be uneconomic and was closed down with Keith Walker ultimately losing about £2,000.






(g) 
W. L. Lawry Limited



This company's production of crushed agricultural lime has been the largest in the County to date. My father, W. L. Lawry, first manufactured lime-sulphur, a spray material, on a commercial basis in 1923 and, as noted earlier, became involved in the burning of lime a few years later. Quarrying for limestone for the kiln first commenced in the Lee Valley, in the deposit of Maitai limestone, in 1936. In fact, the first road to open a quarry passed over the site of George Williams' old kiln and filled it in. The quarry was at the bottom of the hill, and heavy overburden soon diverted attention to some large outcrops higher up the hill. A road to these outcrops was built in the same year, and quarrying commenced to supply stone for the Port Lukins kiln.


It was not long before substantial quantities of small stone accumulated. The decision was made to purchase George Hall's Stoke plant and convert this waste into crushed lime. The plant, which included a small jaw crusher originally used in the Roding Copper Mine, a pulveriser and air compressor, was all relocated up the hillside, near the site of the present works, in 1937. Foremen in the early years of operation were Bertram A. Ching of Stoke and Clarence L. Andrews of Brightwater.


In 1945 I joined my father in the business and, in 1946, we decided to split the operation, retaining a primary crushing plant at the quarry site and building a new pulverising plant in the railway yard at Brightwater, with its own private siding. At this time there was no reticulation of electricity in the Lee Valley, so it was advantageous, for this and other reasons, to shift the power-consuming pulverising operation to Brightwater. All the lime used in the Rai Valley at that time was loaded directly from bagging machines, straight into railway trucks, for despatch to Nelson.


One of the more unusual consignments at this time was to rail a scow-load of 60 tons of bagged lime to the Port for shipment to various private farm jetties in the Marlborough Sounds.


Bulk lime and a bulk sowing service, using a wheel tractor and trailer, were first introduced in 1950, with a consequent great saving in hard labour. It was not long before farmers recognised that, while machinery was covering a farm, it was just as easy to spread fertilizer at the same time as the lime. As a consequence, the Brightwater works soon became a very sophisticated lime and fertilizer despatch plant. With the continuing development of thousands of acres of Moutere hill country in the 1950's, the sowing service proved popular. Thousands of tons of lime were spread from trailers drawn by a crawler tractor. Finally, truck spreaders were introduced to cover flat farms.


Meantime there were developments in the quarry. A new primary crushing plant, including a much larger jaw crusher, was built on the present works site in the Lee Valley. Early quarrying was about 400 feet above the valley floor, but it was not long before the quarry face became dangerously high. In the 1950's a progressive programme of benching was introduced, so that quarrying proceeded from the top of the deposit downwards. A total quarry height of 400 feet was operated with a series of eight floors. Access by road to all floors ultimately required quite a network of roads on the hillside.


It was quite a delight that, in the 1957 Mines Statement to Parliament, it was noted that "the 

development of a very high hillside by W. L. Lawry Limited into benches … could very well be copied to advantage by a number of other quarries in similar ground."


In 1978, the company was sold to Irvine's Freightlines Limited. Total production of crushed agricultural lime, from when the works at Brightwater commenced operating on 19th September 1946, to the end of 1982, was 350,790 tons, at an average of nearly 10,000 tons per year.


Lime from the Brightwater plant was always a little more costly than that of competitors, partly because transportation costs, for the five mile haulage from the Lee Valley, was included. On 1 January 1948 the price was raised to 27/6 per ton and, on 1 February 1961, it had progressed to 35/-.






(h) 
S. R. Irvine Limited



There is so much limestone in the County that there has always been competition to supply crushed lime. In the decade of the 1970's, three companies entered the market briefly. In 1971, S. R. Irvine Limited purchased the equipment of the defunct Tapawera Lime Co. Ltd. and set it up at the mouth of the Pearse River. In the three years to 1973, a total of 3151 tons were produced from stone won from slides in the Graham Valley, but the operation proved to be uneconomic and was abandoned.






(i) 
Sherry River Lime Co. Ltd.



In 1975, A. Jack Shirtcliff opened a limestone quarry in the Sherry River Valley, and carted stone to a limeworks near his home, on the Slippery Road. It operated until 1981 and then closed, after having produced 24,361 tons of crushed lime. The quarry has also supplied large quantities of stone, for river protection purposes, and is still operating. It is one of the best sited quarries in the district, being on top of a limestone ridge and north-facing. A second bench has recently been opened, about 40 feet below the original.






(j) 
Highways Construction Limited



In 1979, Highways Construction Limited, a subsidiary of Transport (Nelson) Limited, which operated a plant in the Collins Valley, producing crushed serpentine, decided to process travertine, a recrystallised limestone from the Teal Valley, through the same plant. Travertine is very porous and can contain up to 50% of water so, for agricultural lime, it has to be dried. The company produced 5215 tons of lime in the years 1979–80, most of which was used in the Rai Valley. The operation was again uneconomic and now the whole plant has been dismantled.






(k) 
Lime & Marble Limited



From the 1930 's to the present time, white marble has been quarried from Ngarua on the Takaka Hill and, although most has been crushed and used for industrial purposes, substantial tonnages have been used for agriculture. For the years 1958 to 1986, sales for agriculture have been highly variable, but have averaged 4869 tons per year. This has always been a finely ground, high-grade product.
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(a) Farmers Union Lime Co. Ltd




(a) 
Farmers Union Lime Co. Ltd.



It appears that, in 1920, the first production of crushed agricultural lime was undertaken at Kaka, by the Farmers Union Lime Co. Ltd. At Kaka there is a deposit of high grade tertiary limestone, with a calcium carbonate content averaging 96%. The quarry and works were about a kilometre from the Kaka railway station, over the Tadmor River, up a side gully containing Cave Creek.


John W. Christian, who lived between Kaka and Tui, was awarded a contract to build a tramline from the works to the railway station. George Hall was responsible for construction of the high wooden bridge, spanning the river. The tramline was under construction when Armistice was declared in 1918.


Official figures from this period do not distinguish production tonnages from individual works but, in 1929, 1654 tons of lime were produced in Nelson-Westland.


A railway waybill, dated 25th November 1921, shows the consignment of 1 truck of lime from Kaka to W. D. Dron at Spring Grove, for which the railage was 8 shillings and demurrage for 2 days was £1. The lime was sown on a paddock at Waimea West, but the supply ran out before the paddock was finished. The difference in the growth of grass subsequently, between the two areas, totally convinced Mr Dron of the benefits of the crushed lime.


This was just as well, because earlier in 1921 he had purchased 5 more shares in the Company, in addition to 50 shares bought in 1919 for £2.10.0.


Sometime immediately after World War I, the plant was sold to Norman E. Wilkinson and leased to Jack R. Oldham, who ran it for some time. Then it was leased for a while by Otto Bauer, and finally run by Wilkinson himself, until closed permanently in 1959. Output for 1958 was 242 tons and, in 1959, 22 tons.


Until soon after World War II, in about 1949, agricultural lime was carried on the railway free of charge, and this enabled farmers all over the Waimeas to purchase a relatively cheap product.
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(b) Tapawera Lime Co. Ltd







(b) 
Tapawera Lime Co. Ltd.



At about the same time as the Kaka works commenced in 1920, Alex Drummond Snr. of the Wangapeka Plains seem to have recognised the importance of lime to agriculture. He arranged for Tom Hewetson to visit the Wangapeka with a portable crushing plant, driven by a Samson tractor. The tractor is now in the Wakefield Steam Museum. His sons, Alex and Basil, produced lime and used it on their farms prior to World War II. After the war they formed the Tapawera Lime Co. Ltd. with Vic Tomlinson, and established a permanent plant on the western hillside, overlooking the Wangapeka Plain. Peak production was 1962 tons in 1959, but the works was finally closed in 1966. In the last few years it was run by Kirbys Carriers Limited, but inadequate maintenance and a very difficult quarry seem to have led to its closure.
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(c) Hall's Limeworks




(c) 
Hall's Limeworks



As noted earlier, the first limestone to be quarried in the area was from a site which is now at the end of View Mount, in Stoke. Sometime prior to World War II, George Hall established a plant at the quarry, to produce crushed agricultural lime. Tracy Brown of Stoke worked at the site and Claud Best of Stoke remembers caning bagged lime, in loads of 1 1/2 tons at a time, to the Stoke Railway Station. The quality of the lime varied from 65 to 90% of calcium carbonate, and its composition is largely shells and barnacle plates.


The crushing plant was purchased by W. L. Lawry in 1936 and shifted to the Lee Valley. The floor of the quarry is now used as a tennis court, on the property currently owned by Mrs W. Bullivant.
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(d) Murchison




(d) 
Murchison



Another operation started in the early 1920's, at Murchison, on the initiative of the local Farmers Union. The quarry and plant were initially situated on the hill, close to the present main road bridge over the Matakitaki river. Unfortunately, the quality of the limestone was not good, so the works was shifted to Newton Flat in 1929. High transport costs made this uneconomic and the works soon closed.


Later it was bought by Alex Thomson, subsequently a Nelson butcher, and well-known Nelson accountant Bert Hodgson. They shifted the works to their property, Forest Home, on the Four Fiver Plain near Murchison, and the lime they produced was used solely on their own farm.


Bert C. Spiers, who was working in the firm of B. S. Spiers and Sons, found himself without a job when this firm of carriers was taken over by Transport (Nelson) Limited in 1939. He purchased the lime crushing plant from Thomson and Hodgson, paying for it with lime supplied to them in the following two years. In that first year he produced about 500 tons of agricultural lime.


He spread lime for farmers, with a truck and a Munro spreader attached to the back. In 1942 he shifted the plant back to Newton Flat, where it is still operating. The works was sold to Lime & Marble Limited in 1976. This firm was interested in using the very high quality stone for industrial purposes, as well as the agricultural production. From 1958 to the present, this has averaged 4671 tons a year, with a peak of 7835 tons in 1980. In general, a similar quantity has been produced for industrial use over the years by both Bert Spiers and Lime & Marble Ltd.


The quarrying of the stone is a very difficult operation, as the seam is only about 15 metres thick, and disappears into the hillside, like meat in a sandwich of granite on either side. This makes extraction tedious and expensive.
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(e) Motueka Lime Co. Ltd




(e) 
Motueka Lime Co. Ltd



The Motueka Lime Co. Ltd. was another works which started soon after World War I, using a deposit of limestone at the foot of the hills in Riwaka. As noted earlier, it was set up on the site of an old burnt lime kiln, on a property owned for many years by John Francois, and his father before him. In the 1970's economic difficulties were encountered, and the works was sold and operated in turn by Keith Fry, Fred Moss, Andy Whiting and Lime & Marble Limited. It was finally closed in 1979. In the period from 1958 to 1979, the average annual production was 1625 tons, with a peak of 2695 tons in 1958.
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(f) Pokororo Lime Co







(f) 
Pokororo Lime Co.



Also sometime before World War II, probably about 1934, a crushing operation was established in the valley of the Big Pokororo River by Percy Parkes. He had a quarry up the hillside and sent stone on a tramway system to the plant, which was set up on a small river flat. Parkes was also a local contractor. Unfortunately, in 1938, his son Ormond Parkes was killed by a rock-fall in the quarry.


The works apparently passed to Harry Pooley and Laurie Walker, but at the end of the war they were in financial difficulty. Laurie's brother, Keith Walker, who had a home appliance shop in Nelson, sought expert advice and decided to shift the plant to a new site, in the valley of the Little Pokororo. This venture also proved to be uneconomic and was closed down with Keith Walker ultimately losing about £2,000.
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(g) W. L. Lawry Limited




(g) 
W. L. Lawry Limited



This company's production of crushed agricultural lime has been the largest in the County to date. My father, W. L. Lawry, first manufactured lime-sulphur, a spray material, on a commercial basis in 1923 and, as noted earlier, became involved in the burning of lime a few years later. Quarrying for limestone for the kiln first commenced in the Lee Valley, in the deposit of Maitai limestone, in 1936. In fact, the first road to open a quarry passed over the site of George Williams' old kiln and filled it in. The quarry was at the bottom of the hill, and heavy overburden soon diverted attention to some large outcrops higher up the hill. A road to these outcrops was built in the same year, and quarrying commenced to supply stone for the Port Lukins kiln.


It was not long before substantial quantities of small stone accumulated. The decision was made to purchase George Hall's Stoke plant and convert this waste into crushed lime. The plant, which included a small jaw crusher originally used in the Roding Copper Mine, a pulveriser and air compressor, was all relocated up the hillside, near the site of the present works, in 1937. Foremen in the early years of operation were Bertram A. Ching of Stoke and Clarence L. Andrews of Brightwater.


In 1945 I joined my father in the business and, in 1946, we decided to split the operation, retaining a primary crushing plant at the quarry site and building a new pulverising plant in the railway yard at Brightwater, with its own private siding. At this time there was no reticulation of electricity in the Lee Valley, so it was advantageous, for this and other reasons, to shift the power-consuming pulverising operation to Brightwater. All the lime used in the Rai Valley at that time was loaded directly from bagging machines, straight into railway trucks, for despatch to Nelson.


One of the more unusual consignments at this time was to rail a scow-load of 60 tons of bagged lime to the Port for shipment to various private farm jetties in the Marlborough Sounds.


Bulk lime and a bulk sowing service, using a wheel tractor and trailer, were first introduced in 1950, with a consequent great saving in hard labour. It was not long before farmers recognised that, while machinery was covering a farm, it was just as easy to spread fertilizer at the same time as the lime. As a consequence, the Brightwater works soon became a very sophisticated lime and fertilizer despatch plant. With the continuing development of thousands of acres of Moutere hill country in the 1950's, the sowing service proved popular. Thousands of tons of lime were spread from trailers drawn by a crawler tractor. Finally, truck spreaders were introduced to cover flat farms.


Meantime there were developments in the quarry. A new primary crushing plant, including a much larger jaw crusher, was built on the present works site in the Lee Valley. Early quarrying was about 400 feet above the valley floor, but it was not long before the quarry face became dangerously high. In the 1950's a progressive programme of benching was introduced, so that quarrying proceeded from the top of the deposit downwards. A total quarry height of 400 feet was operated with a series of eight floors. Access by road to all floors ultimately required quite a network of roads on the hillside.


It was quite a delight that, in the 1957 Mines Statement to Parliament, it was noted that "the 

development of a very high hillside by W. L. Lawry Limited into benches … could very well be copied to advantage by a number of other quarries in similar ground."


In 1978, the company was sold to Irvine's Freightlines Limited. Total production of crushed agricultural lime, from when the works at Brightwater commenced operating on 19th September 1946, to the end of 1982, was 350,790 tons, at an average of nearly 10,000 tons per year.


Lime from the Brightwater plant was always a little more costly than that of competitors, partly because transportation costs, for the five mile haulage from the Lee Valley, was included. On 1 January 1948 the price was raised to 27/6 per ton and, on 1 February 1961, it had progressed to 35/-.
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(h) S. R. Irvine Limited




(h) 
S. R. Irvine Limited



There is so much limestone in the County that there has always been competition to supply crushed lime. In the decade of the 1970's, three companies entered the market briefly. In 1971, S. R. Irvine Limited purchased the equipment of the defunct Tapawera Lime Co. Ltd. and set it up at the mouth of the Pearse River. In the three years to 1973, a total of 3151 tons were produced from stone won from slides in the Graham Valley, but the operation proved to be uneconomic and was abandoned.
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(i) Sherry River Lime Co. Ltd




(i) 
Sherry River Lime Co. Ltd.



In 1975, A. Jack Shirtcliff opened a limestone quarry in the Sherry River Valley, and carted stone to a limeworks near his home, on the Slippery Road. It operated until 1981 and then closed, after having produced 24,361 tons of crushed lime. The quarry has also supplied large quantities of stone, for river protection purposes, and is still operating. It is one of the best sited quarries in the district, being on top of a limestone ridge and north-facing. A second bench has recently been opened, about 40 feet below the original.
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(j) Highways Construction Limited




(j) 
Highways Construction Limited



In 1979, Highways Construction Limited, a subsidiary of Transport (Nelson) Limited, which operated a plant in the Collins Valley, producing crushed serpentine, decided to process travertine, a recrystallised limestone from the Teal Valley, through the same plant. Travertine is very porous and can contain up to 50% of water so, for agricultural lime, it has to be dried. The company produced 5215 tons of lime in the years 1979–80, most of which was used in the Rai Valley. The operation was again uneconomic and now the whole plant has been dismantled.
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(k) Lime & Marble Limited




(k) 
Lime & Marble Limited



From the 1930 's to the present time, white marble has been quarried from Ngarua on the Takaka Hill and, although most has been crushed and used for industrial purposes, substantial tonnages have been used for agriculture. For the years 1958 to 1986, sales for agriculture have been highly variable, but have averaged 4869 tons per year. This has always been a finely ground, high-grade product.
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3 Industrial and Building




3 
Industrial and Building



Since World War II most of the operating quarries have supplied large quantities of stone, for industrial chips, river protection and marble for building stone. Most of the latter has come from the Kairuru quarry, on the Takaka Hill.
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Druggan's Dam










Druggan's Dam









David A. Armstrong








The original Druggan's Dam, a much smaller affair than the dam currently visible at Toi Toi Flat, was built by George Druggan during the late 1870's, or early 1880's. Druggan, subsequently, returned to England, where he died in August 1906. 
(1)



In 1900 the Slate River Sluicing Company began operations on a claim of 49 acres, near the Slate River (see map). 
(2). The Company planned to greatly enlarge George Druggan's dam, which would then form part of an extensive system supplying water, in large quantities, to the Company's claim. Interestingly, the dam has been known as "Druggan's" since only compatatively recently. During the period of the Slate River Sluicing Company's operations it was always referred to as the Toi Toi Flat dam.


By October 1900 the Company had, according to the 
Golden Bay Argus, "entered very energetically into the work of developing their property". Mr C. Lewis, recently engaged as an overseer, had supervised construction of a water race layoff from Druggan's dam to the claim. Tenders for construction of the race were to be called shortly thereafter. Mr P. Hawkins, contractor for the construction of the new dam at Toi Toi Falt, had also recently commenced work with a complement of 40 men. According to the 
Argus, the dimensions of the dam were "quite imposing". The base was to be over 200ft wide and 60ft high, with a length of 300ft. The work would require over 30,000 cubic yards of fill. Its total cost was estimated at £4,000. 
(3).


The Company also called for tenders for construction of a concrete dam at Doctor Creek in July 1901.


Unfortunately this dam was washed away, during heavy rain in September of that year.


By late August 1901, the Company had almost completed construction of its various pipelines and water races. However, due to a dispute with Hawkins, which later culminated in litigation, construction work on the dam at Toi Toi Flat had been seriously disrupted. Fortunately, the company was able to utilise water from other sources, and begin sluicing operations on a limited scale. 
(4)



The Company's difficulties in obtaining sufficient water seem to have been overcome by May 1902. The 
Argus of May 8 reported:


"… the company's dam at Toi Toi flat is just about completed, most of the workmen having been discharged. … the benefit of the dam, when filled [by diverting several adjacent streams] will be greatly appreciated by Mr Matthews, the sluicing manager, who has been much hampered in his operations by want of water".


A description of the water-supply system is contained in the Geological Survey bulletin covering the Parapara subdivision:


The Slate River Sluicing Company's water-supply is derived form a reservoir occupying what was formerly called Toitoi Flat. An earthen dam has been constructed which retains the water from Cole, Coppermine, and Sawpit Creeks. The water from the dam flows along an open canal, and is conducted by means of a short tunnel through a saddle separating the Stanton Creek and Doctor Creek watersheds, into Doctor Creek, which is used as an open race for about a quarter of a mile. From the intake (about a mile and a half above the mouth of Doctor Creek) a short length of open race leads to the penstock. 
(5)



Unfortunately, the dry summer months saw a substantial diminution in the amount of water flowing into the Company's new dam. The Inspector of Mines, in his summary of mining activities during 1902, remarked that the progressive development of sluicing operations on the Slate River Sluicing Company's claim …


"… continues to be much hampered owing to the inefficient water supply, notwithstanding the heavy expenditure recently incurred in building large conservation works". 
(6).





Despite this major difficulty, the Company did manage to obtain more than satisfactory results, during periods when sufficient water reserves existed, to enable sluicing operations to be carried out. 
(7).


In late 1903, the Company decided to increase the capacity of the Toi Toi Flat dam. According to the 
Argus, the proposed dam extensions, carried out with the assistance of 5 "splendid" draught horses, especially imported for the assignment, would provide the Company with a "magnificent" supply of water. This would then enable the mine managers to look forward to "an uninterrupted run of sluicing for many months to come". 
(8))


The 
Argus continued in its optimism, reporting in July 1904:


"The returns from the Slate R. Sluicing Company lately are proving very satisfactory. The command of a practically unlimited supply of water has enabled [the company]… to produce much better results, which may be looked upon not only as permanent but as likely to materially improve during the next few months". 
(9).


Sadly, the summer of 1904 saw the return of the company's old difficulties, when the flow of water into the dam proved, once again, inadequate. 
(10)



On at least one occasion, however, too much water was the problem, as the Argus reported:


"Quite a sensational occurrence took place at the Slate Rive Sluicing works a few days ago, which might have had a very much more disastrous ending. While Mr O'Hara, the Manager, and a workman named Atkinson were engaged in the water race tunnel, a great volume of water which


[image: ]


had accumulated in the claim above, burst through the tunnel, carrying with it large quantities of boulders, dirt, etc., from the face. The two men in the tunnel were simply overwhelmed with the water, and were swiftly swept down the race and deposited over the drop on to the tailings. Fortunately the drop was only some 7 or 8 feet, and both men rolled clear of the boulders and debris which followed them. Mr O'Hara sustained a sprained ankle and both he and Atkinson were much bruised and cut about the limbs and body, but their escape from much more serious consequences of their impromptu and startling experience was nothing short of miraculous."


In 1905 a new approach was tried. During the dry season, sluicing was suspended, while the workforce were engaged in tunnelling and trenching in an effort to divert the Bedstead Gully stream into the Toi Toi Flat dam. Other streams were diverted in 1906. All this effort, however, was to no avail. The Inspector of Mines, in his report for 1907, remarked:


"Not withstanding the large expenditure incurred towards the storage of water in the Toi Toi dam, together with the heavy work [undertaken]… to maintain efficient tail race fall from the deeper deposits, the present developments fail to show a favourable position of affairs on behalf of the shareholders … work is now suspended".


The Company's claim was worked by Mr O'Hara, on tribute, for some time, before being taken over by several other mining concerns. All these endeavours met with little success. 
(12)



Druggan's Dam is now the single largest relic still extant on the Aorere goldfields. To the casual observer, it now has the appearance of a rather pleasant natural lake, the tranquillity of which is periodically shattered, by the loud croaking of several hundred enormous frogs.
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[Druggan's dam]






The original Druggan's Dam, a much smaller affair than the dam currently visible at Toi Toi Flat, was built by George Druggan during the late 1870's, or early 1880's. Druggan, subsequently, returned to England, where he died in August 1906. 
(1)



In 1900 the Slate River Sluicing Company began operations on a claim of 49 acres, near the Slate River (see map). 
(2). The Company planned to greatly enlarge George Druggan's dam, which would then form part of an extensive system supplying water, in large quantities, to the Company's claim. Interestingly, the dam has been known as "Druggan's" since only compatatively recently. During the period of the Slate River Sluicing Company's operations it was always referred to as the Toi Toi Flat dam.


By October 1900 the Company had, according to the 
Golden Bay Argus, "entered very energetically into the work of developing their property". Mr C. Lewis, recently engaged as an overseer, had supervised construction of a water race layoff from Druggan's dam to the claim. Tenders for construction of the race were to be called shortly thereafter. Mr P. Hawkins, contractor for the construction of the new dam at Toi Toi Falt, had also recently commenced work with a complement of 40 men. According to the 
Argus, the dimensions of the dam were "quite imposing". The base was to be over 200ft wide and 60ft high, with a length of 300ft. The work would require over 30,000 cubic yards of fill. Its total cost was estimated at £4,000. 
(3).


The Company also called for tenders for construction of a concrete dam at Doctor Creek in July 1901.


Unfortunately this dam was washed away, during heavy rain in September of that year.


By late August 1901, the Company had almost completed construction of its various pipelines and water races. However, due to a dispute with Hawkins, which later culminated in litigation, construction work on the dam at Toi Toi Flat had been seriously disrupted. Fortunately, the company was able to utilise water from other sources, and begin sluicing operations on a limited scale. 
(4)



The Company's difficulties in obtaining sufficient water seem to have been overcome by May 1902. The 
Argus of May 8 reported:


"… the company's dam at Toi Toi flat is just about completed, most of the workmen having been discharged. … the benefit of the dam, when filled [by diverting several adjacent streams] will be greatly appreciated by Mr Matthews, the sluicing manager, who has been much hampered in his operations by want of water".


A description of the water-supply system is contained in the Geological Survey bulletin covering the Parapara subdivision:


The Slate River Sluicing Company's water-supply is derived form a reservoir occupying what was formerly called Toitoi Flat. An earthen dam has been constructed which retains the water from Cole, Coppermine, and Sawpit Creeks. The water from the dam flows along an open canal, and is conducted by means of a short tunnel through a saddle separating the Stanton Creek and Doctor Creek watersheds, into Doctor Creek, which is used as an open race for about a quarter of a mile. From the intake (about a mile and a half above the mouth of Doctor Creek) a short length of open race leads to the penstock. 
(5)



Unfortunately, the dry summer months saw a substantial diminution in the amount of water flowing into the Company's new dam. The Inspector of Mines, in his summary of mining activities during 1902, remarked that the progressive development of sluicing operations on the Slate River Sluicing Company's claim …


"… continues to be much hampered owing to the inefficient water supply, notwithstanding the heavy expenditure recently incurred in building large conservation works". 
(6).





Despite this major difficulty, the Company did manage to obtain more than satisfactory results, during periods when sufficient water reserves existed, to enable sluicing operations to be carried out. 
(7).


In late 1903, the Company decided to increase the capacity of the Toi Toi Flat dam. According to the 
Argus, the proposed dam extensions, carried out with the assistance of 5 "splendid" draught horses, especially imported for the assignment, would provide the Company with a "magnificent" supply of water. This would then enable the mine managers to look forward to "an uninterrupted run of sluicing for many months to come". 
(8))


The 
Argus continued in its optimism, reporting in July 1904:


"The returns from the Slate R. Sluicing Company lately are proving very satisfactory. The command of a practically unlimited supply of water has enabled [the company]… to produce much better results, which may be looked upon not only as permanent but as likely to materially improve during the next few months". 
(9).


Sadly, the summer of 1904 saw the return of the company's old difficulties, when the flow of water into the dam proved, once again, inadequate. 
(10)



On at least one occasion, however, too much water was the problem, as the Argus reported:


"Quite a sensational occurrence took place at the Slate Rive Sluicing works a few days ago, which might have had a very much more disastrous ending. While Mr O'Hara, the Manager, and a workman named Atkinson were engaged in the water race tunnel, a great volume of water which


[image: ]


had accumulated in the claim above, burst through the tunnel, carrying with it large quantities of boulders, dirt, etc., from the face. The two men in the tunnel were simply overwhelmed with the water, and were swiftly swept down the race and deposited over the drop on to the tailings. Fortunately the drop was only some 7 or 8 feet, and both men rolled clear of the boulders and debris which followed them. Mr O'Hara sustained a sprained ankle and both he and Atkinson were much bruised and cut about the limbs and body, but their escape from much more serious consequences of their impromptu and startling experience was nothing short of miraculous."


In 1905 a new approach was tried. During the dry season, sluicing was suspended, while the workforce were engaged in tunnelling and trenching in an effort to divert the Bedstead Gully stream into the Toi Toi Flat dam. Other streams were diverted in 1906. All this effort, however, was to no avail. The Inspector of Mines, in his report for 1907, remarked:


"Not withstanding the large expenditure incurred towards the storage of water in the Toi Toi dam, together with the heavy work [undertaken]… to maintain efficient tail race fall from the deeper deposits, the present developments fail to show a favourable position of affairs on behalf of the shareholders … work is now suspended".


The Company's claim was worked by Mr O'Hara, on tribute, for some time, before being taken over by several other mining concerns. All these endeavours met with little success. 
(12)



Druggan's Dam is now the single largest relic still extant on the Aorere goldfields. To the casual observer, it now has the appearance of a rather pleasant natural lake, the tranquillity of which is periodically shattered, by the loud croaking of several hundred enormous frogs.
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Jack Andrews



I find that extracts from the newspapers trigger the imagination and become humorous and interesting mirrors of the formative years of our Province.


I shall begin with water transport. Approachable shore lines and navigable rivers were the greatest asset in exploring and colonising a new country and Marlborough was no exception.


Sheep landed from boats or driven over the Tophouse Pass were our first shore-based industry. Then came the settlers, businessmen, farmers etc.


Most of the transport originally servicing these people came over the Wairau bar.


James Wynen shifted from Port Underwood to the Boulder Bank in 1847, set up a trading post and soon controlled the river trade.


He was quickly followed by Micheal Peel, Frank Macdonald, Jimmie Dubois and others. They all sold grog, whether or not they had a licence.


Over in Cutter's Bay, Port Underwood, was an American whaler, Capt. Daniel Dougherty. Dougherty shifted to near the Bar, intending to farm. He brought goods from his store in the Port and continued trading. With the assistance of his young daughters he charted the bar.


On December 12, 1848 Dougherty ran an advertisement in the Nelson "Examiner" for his store and warehouse. He advised possession of soundings at the river mouth but warned that he could not tell tides precisely as he did not have a watch.


A man I consider should be recognised for the sterling effort he put into the building of the province was Captain Samuel Bowler. Bowler was always described as a man of excellent character. His picture shows a handsome honest face. He probably knew the east coast waters of the province better than any other man.


Sam Bowler came to Port Underwood as a young man, working for Dougherty. Ships he captained later included Weld's "Petrel" and Levin & Co's "Ocean Queen".


Wynen sold out to Bowler and Jackson on June 30, 1855. The sale included dwelling houses, stores, woolsheds and tenements, two whaleboats, oars, sails, anchors and gear. The deal was 440 pounds lawful coin of Great Britain, payable at the Union Bank. Interest was 501 pounds per annum. They were issued a Publican's Licence on October 3 1, 1855.


In 1929, Edward James remembered Captain Bowler's four wool stores, made of manuka, raupo, and daub, and his three cutters, "Alert", "Sapphire" and "Shepherdess ", in which he shipped the wool to Port Underwood. Captain Bowler was Edward James' uncle. Samuel Bodler had married Miss A James, a companion of Mrs Dougherty at Cutter's Bay, and George Jackson had married her sister Clara.


George was a good looking fellow, sporting a long black beard and with a very pleasant speaking voice. He was the son of a London doctor. He usually captained the "Shepherdess" and lived for a time in Robinhood Bay. He should not be confused with James Hayter Jackson, who lived with a Maori wife in Jackson's Bay.


Dan Dougherty's observations showed 3 foot of water at dead low tide, with a rise of five feet – safe for boats drawing five feet.


Samuel Bowler took the "Triumph" a schooner of some 10 tons burthen, over the Bar, November 25, 1848, the first trading vessel recorded as having gone up river. He took her 12 miles up the Opawa, his cargo being provisions for the Wairau Valley. The population of the Wairau was then recorded as 194.


James Wynen, on selling to Bowler and Jackson, relocated at Beavertown. Stafford proclaimed it Blenheim in 1860. Wynen had a building made of red gin cases. It was notorious for the drunks always to be found there. Wynen would not do business on Good Friday, although he would offer a free drink from the gin bottle he always had with him. He died in Nelson in 1866.





Bowler was Harbour Master at the Bar, and the Company boats were busy trading up the river.


A fire was lit on a piece of high ground, about where the gasworks were, whenever a boat arrived with goods at the Bar. This allowed the Wairau settlers to come down to purchase and collect goods and news.


The going may have been too hard, as we find this advertisement in the "Nelson Examiner" on September 8, 1858:


"For sale at the Wairau River Mouth the property of Samuel Bowler who wishes to retire from business. All the stores, woolsheds, dwellings, houses, stockyards, public house, garden, boats, stock in trade etc.


"For further particulars apply to Mr Thomas Askew, Nelson, or on the premises. "Wairau, May 17 1858".


Bowler may have left his boats, but he was still active. In 1870 we find him with one of the first flaxmills, where he employed Black Jack White of White's Bay. He also took an active part in local body administration. Samuel Bowler died December 1, 1895 aged 77. His wife, Amelia, died on February 28, 1897 aged 68. George Jackson's grave is close by in Omaka Cemetery, off Taylor Pass Road.


The 1848 and 1855 earthquakes altered the river, giving more depth, and the river trade really flourished after 1855. The opposite occurred at Flaxbourne, where Weld lost his snug little harbour for the "Petrel" when the land was uplifted. The first small ship to Blenheim was the "Gipsy", soon followed by the "Mary", and we must not forget the "Necromancer" – usually referred to as the "Old Nick".


The poor old 'Triumph" which under Captain Bowler, was our first hero of the river bar, was totally wrecked in the river in July 1849. She had been up as far as the Beaver, with supplies for several sheep stations in the valley when, supposedly through defective ground tackle, she was swept away and smashed to pieces. Boats saved a good part of the cargo.


The Wairau River was larger than the Opawa, then as now, but in many places its banks were lined with vegetation and swamp. The banks of the Opawa were far more clear and accessible. With no motors and no room to use sails, ascending the rivers was hard work. I assume at first poles, ropes and a lot of manpower were used.


Archdeacon Butt described it in his memoirs:


"1857. Arrived in topsail 40 ton schooner "Mary" – Capt McLean. They coaxed her up the Opawa on the incoming tide by pulling on ropes and poling. At Morgan's creek farmer Greig was waiting with a team of bullocks".


Later on, horses were used for this work. One report says some horses became so used to it that boatmen worked them from the boat.


James Fulton recollected that in later years a string of three horses was used to tow, using a long rope. On one sad occasion, the vessel took over and the horses were pulled over the bank and drowned.


The whaleboats were still operating in 1859, when Mr J J White arrived at the Bar in the "Alert". He stayed the night at Parker's accommodation house and then proceeded to the Beaver by whaleboat. Another boat frequently over the Bar was Captain J Guards' 8 ton "Old Jack". This vessel was built in Port Underwood. Quite a few small ships were built in Nelson and Marlborough and repairs were carried out. A notice from the "Marlborough News", June 15, 1867 illustrates this:






Boat Building



"The undersigned is prepared to build and repair boats.


R Budge


Port Underwood.


"Orders left at news office will be punctually attended to"







About 1869 the Norgrove Bros built the 25 ton "Amateur" in Blenheim, to trade between Blenheim and Wellington.


In the earlier years, Captains Jackson and Shortt had the "Alert". Then Capt Shortt purchased the "Supply" for the Wellington trade. The "Gipsy", the "Mary" and the "Necromancer" traded to Nelson and the "Supply" and "Alert" principally to Wellington.


C A MacDonald, in "Pages of the Past", says the principal traders in 1854 were the schooners "Triumph", "Rapid" and "Old Jack", plying to Nelson and occasional trips to Wellington.


The "Falcon" was another of the early boats. She first came up under Captain Milo. Later she was bought by Charles Redwood and captained by John Morrison. Captain Morrison plyed the river on the "Falcon" until 1873. She was then sold to Dodson & Fell, a Nelson company, and captained by Captain Fisk. This company also had the cutter "Dido" and the ketch "XXX" under Captain Manning.


A few quotes from newspapers give a view of the trade and the hub of it all – the Wairau Bar.


The "Marlborough Press", April 28, 1860… "During the year 1856, 116 vessels arrived, discharged and loaded at the Wairau, and in 1859 this number had increased to 170. The tonnage of these vessels had been gradually increased from year to year and may be considered at least one half more than formerly.


The "Marlborough Press ", January 6, 1860… "For London direct – the fine barque and well-known trader "Cresswell" 800 tons burthen, W C Barnett, commander, now loading at Port Underwood, will meet with quick despatch. Freight on wool five eighths of a penny per pound. She has splendid accommodation for chief and second-class passengers, and carries an experienced surgeon. For freight or passage apply to Captain Barnett on board, or to Nash & Scaife, Nelson and New Plymouth".


The "Marlborough Press" January 19, 1861… Wool to Port Underwood. Freight of wool from Steam Wharf to Port Underwood is reduced to 7 shillings per bale, storage 1 shilling".


Also in January 1861, the schooner "Necromancer" left Boulderbank for Port Underwood and Nelson. On the 17th the barge "Hope" with wool for the Port also the schooner "Mary" and the schooner "Gipsy". On the 16th the "Gipsy" had discharged 30 tons of coal at Big Bush (Grovetown or, more explicitly, Steam Wharf). I think Big Bush had two hotels at this time – the "Separation", J Shepard and the "Wairau Town" (known then as the "Steam Ferry").


I also found this elaborate advertisement in the "Marlborough Press, 27 December 1861… "Grove Hotel, Lower Wairau. M A Simpson begs to inform the public in general that he has taken the well known Grove Hotel. Having several years of experience in this line of business he will be able to conduct in the most accommodating manner suitable to travellers, and wishing to establish for himself a good trade he is prepared to sell liquor of all kinds of the very best quality, at the lowest remunerative prices. Visitors by the 'Tasmanian Maid" will find in the above hotel every comfort and convenience they desire. Good well-aired beds".


This of course began the steamboat era, which we will deal with later. In the meantime let us digress to the 1860 prices at the Wairau Hotel. Cash prices – per bottle, Brandy 6 shillings. Rum, Gin, Whisky 4 shillings and sixpence. Port and Sherry 5 shillings. Cordials 3 shillings and sixpence. English bottled ale and porter 2 shillings. Local Hooper & Co Ale 1 shilling and sixpence. Hooper's Draught 1 shilling per Quart. Breakfast 1 shilling. Dinner 1 shilling and sixpence. Oats and bran (for horses) 1 shilling per 3 quarts.


The interest here is in the comparison of prices one against the other. No vineyards, and look at the price of cordials compared with spirits.


Two further advertisements from the 1860s:


"Craig's Royal Hotel. For Sale the well-known Hotel situate at the Boulder Bank, Wairau River Mouth with all appurtenances there-unto belonging and one half-acre of land now in occupation of Mr Chas Parker. For further particulars apply on the premises or to Mr F Bowden, Blenheim. Wairau River Mouth, September 11, 1860".





"1860 
- Michael Peel, Old Tamworth Cottage, Boulder Bank. Now returns his thanks to the public generally for the patronage he has hitherto received and begs to announce that he has made considerable additions to his house and is prepared to find accommodation for all who will favour him with their support. Good stabling for horses and bullocks etc".


The mouth of the river was a wild and woolley place. A place where the rougher types went to extremes after guzzling raw liquor. The men who ran the establishments on the Boulder Bank were always at loggerheads with those on the other side of the river.


The lower reaches of the plain were mostly deep swamps, streams and marshy ground. The only patch of bush was on a higher piece of ground at Grovetown, where the Pa was situated.


Stafford, at the beginning, had ideas of a township here and Curtis Bros of Nelson had already built a store. Mr John MacHutcheson was in charge. The advantage of the larger river, for the vessels now crossing the Bar, was unfortunately offset by the Wairau's wild floods, full of logs, and the few places of dry ground along the banks. Further up, Gouland had established himself. He was followed by Henry Redwood. Grovetown was to be Wairau Town, and Spring Creek, Marlboroughtown.


The rivers were the downfall of Grovetown. The Opawa breach in 1861 changed it from a shallow, fordable creek, to a river without a bridge. The 1868 flood altered the Wairau at Grovetown.


Before this, however, Grovetown had the honour of being the Wairau home port for the first steam ship.


In 1847 the "Tasmanian Maid", a paddle steamer, was trading across the Strait. The "Maid", as she was called, was quite a large ship for the trade of those days, 84 tons. In 1862 she was commandeered by the Government, renamed the "Sandfly", and transformed into a gunboat. Her weight was increased to 90 tons. Another paddle steamer, "Sturt", made one trip up the Wairau, then it too was purchased by the Government and converted into a gunboat. It was used in the Land Wars.


The "Maid" was 108 feet 9 inches in length, 15 feet 7 inches beam and, when in light trim, drew 4 feet 6 inches. When hostilities ended, the Government released her. About the middle of 1866, she resumed her visits to Grovetown, though she dropped Wellington from the run and concentrated on Picton, Tasman Bay and the Coast. She was the first steamship to cross the bar of the Buller River. Captain T W Whitwell, who had been with her all through, later completed a distinguished career as No. 1 master for me Anchor Company.


Disaster struck the "Maid" on the 25 May 1862, when she stranded on the Wairau Bar. After being salvaged, she went back on the run for one round trip, before being sold and leaving for the North Island.


Now we come to that great little vessel, the "Lyttelton", which left for New Zealand as a sailing ship and, after an epic voyage of 462 days, arrived in Wellington a paddle steamer, thanks to the work of a remarkable engineer, Alexander Brown. The year was 1860. This boat did sterling work around our coast and up the rivers. A paddle steamer, 78 tons, 74 feet in length, 18 feet in width.


On the 14 November 1862, "Lyttelton", with a full cargo and several passengers, left Nelson for Blenheim. She crossed the bar without incident, steamed up the Opawa and became the first steamship to berth at the Blenheim wharf. She received a rousing reception and later the master, CaptTWWhitwell, and his officers were entertained at a dinner presided over by the Superintendent of the Province. In the tradition of the times, this small ship had accommodation for two classes, saloon and steerage.


It was not long before Captain Whitwell handed over to the man we usually associate with the "Lyttelton", Captain R Scott. He was a tough old sea captain who, after taking over the "Lyttelton", used to declare that many of his trips were made overland. Oldtimers of today who have seen the "Echo" apparently moving across Swansdowne paddocks, would agree.
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The "Lyttelton" had many refits, increasing length and tonnage and, in 1885, was converted to screw. She was finally wrecked on the Beef Barrel rocks, French Pass, 30 September 1886.


When Henry Redwood bought Gouland's 750 acres, in what is now Spring Creek, he subdivided land between the Junction Hotel and the Ferry, creating a township called Marlboroughtown. He fondly expected it to become the commercial centre of the Province. It did become a busy port for quite some time. The first Ferry Hotel was Hathaway's, on the downstream side of the bridge. A little upstream, before the first bridge, was a punt. Just downstream from the Hotel was a wharf and, about half a mile down on the other side, was the Hauhunga Mill wharf.


Seymour & Western's eight stripper mill was, perhaps, the largest in the district. The farms then getting under way on the Tua Marina side shipped from this wharf. It was used by these farmers until the rail opened, in 1875.


Redwood's Flour Mill was on the other side. We must remember the poor state of the roads between Spring Creek and Blenheim, and the Opawa crossing. There were many unbridged creeks along the route. Drays often moved up through Rapaura, then across.


The "Lyttelton" was soon running a regular service from Spring Creek.


The Provincial Council had erected the wharf on the Hotel side but, looking at the newspapers, most boats had their point of departure on the mill side. Here is a typical advertisement from the "Marlborough Express" and "Wairau Bi-Weekly":.




November 13, 1872:


Anchor Line Steam Packets


The Paddle Steamer"Lyttelton" "from Mr Western's Flax Mills, Wairau River, tomorrow, Thursday at 3 pm. Returning from Wellington to Blenheim direct.


For passage apply to: Nath. Edwards & Co"







Hathaway, who had a limber mill on the Picton Road, was established and advertising posts and rails, cut timber, birch, white pine, rimu etc. in 1863. The wharf on his side was built in 1865 and, in 1867, he was advertising a first class pleasure boat, the only one on the river to carry 15 passengers. The mill breastwork wharf was erected in 1870. A report in the "Express", July 4, 1874 says, "The vicinity looked unusually busy yesterday, no less than five vessels lying there, comprising two steamers and three sailing craft".


Until recently, some piles of a wharf on the Spring Creek side were still there. The river is now so shallow that they could not hold the rowing regattas which used to finish at the bridge. In fact a row boat would ground opposite Rose's overflow, so what of the "Maid" and her 4 foot 6 inch draft!! It appears to be the same story as with the Wash bridge which, when built in 1926, was 76 feet above the river. In 1974 it was only 20 feet above.


The Ferry, for some considerable period, was home port for Henry Redwood's steam yacht, "Torea". Captain Henry Mudford. He freighted his produce in it, I think, as far as Wanganui. Here is an extract from the Bi-Weekly Recorder, November 24, 1877…"November 23 "Torea" left Blenheim with Mr Redwood for Spring Creek"… Sounds like a big journey. These from the same paper are more interesting:


"Nov 18 S S Napier, Capt Fisk.


Cargo – potatoes. Passengers included Mrs Simpson, 4 children, Miss Duncan, Messrs Shaw, Gobern and Kersley.


Left Ferry Sunday 3pm, crossed Bar 4pm. Met stiff Northerly in Strait. In Wellington 10pm.


Monday – left Wellington 8.30pm strong northerly and rain to lighthouse, wind change to southward, strong, and rough sea.


Crossed Bar at 4.30am Tuesday. Took "Falcon" in tow, arriving in Blenheim wharf 7am".


"Lyttelton", Captain Scott. Left Nelson noon Wednesday, arrived at Bar 4am Thursday, crossed Bar at 5pm.


Other reports show "Lyttelton" leaving Wellington 8.30pm, arriving at the Bar 6am, then at Blenheim wharf 7.45am. The "Napier", on another trip, left Blenheim 3pm, had head winds but made Wellington at 11.30pm.


Although the "Napier" took the "Falcon" in tow, there was a tug built to tow the larger schooners up the river. She was a barge, fitted with an incredibly noisy engine which, they say, could be heard all over the plain. She was named the "Osprey" but, because of her infernal racket, was called the "Puffing Billy".


The two paddle steamers at times ran excursions, as advertisements from 1877 show:




"SS Napier" fast and favourite


December 24: Excursion to Port Underwood. 7 am. 5 shillings per head. Capt Fisk"


"Boxing Day – "P S Lyttelton". Excursion to Port Underwood 7am. 5 shillings return, children 1/2 price. Capt. Scott".




At the beginning of the 1880s the "Wallace", owned by the Anchor Company, was the largest vessel plying the rivers. In 1881, Captain Eckford began the service many of the older generation knew so well. The last of the line, the "Echo", rests on the Picton foreshore. The first Eckford vessel on the river was the "Mohaka". The Union Steam Ship Company soon introduced a rival, the "Waihi" under Captain Manning. On November 18, 1885, they met head on, near Harding's farm. The "Mohaka", with a cargo of wool, went to the bottom. She was raised, taken to Wellington for repairs, and was back on the run by January 1886. Captain Eckford now purchased a faster boat, the "Neptune", and the "Mohaka" was sold. The Union Company then introduced a larger ship, the "Kanieri", but it proved too big to negotiate the bends in the narrow Opawa and had to be withdrawn.
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In March 1897 Eckford's "Opawa" was on the river and, later that year, Clouston & Co acquired the "Pania" of 40 tons. 1899 saw Eckfords with the "Kirapaka", which lasted until 1903. In May 1902 Cloustons put on the "Nambucca", which was lost off Sinclair Head, January 16, 1905.


The Wairau Steam Shipping Company had the "Waihi" and "Blenheim". At one time, a Mr John Holmes had a small steamer called the "Shag", trading on the river.


Other small boats were the "Ngunguru" and the "Tainui".


The 'Opawa" continued to 1912, when Eckfords purchased the "Wairau". Up to this time the "Opawa" had the longest record of service, followed by the "Lyttelton".


In February 1896 it was reported that the season's primary produce, exported through the port of Blenheim, was worth one hundred and twenty three thousand, three hundred and fifty five pounds.


Marlborough exports at this period were wool and flax, later peas, grain, flour and chaff. Potatoes, and even canned rabbit, picked up from the factory on the river bank at St Andrews. Potatoes, grown in Old Renwick Road and Grovetown were a Derwent variety called Brown River. It was claimed that they yielded 20 to 22 tons to the acre. They were shipped as far as Sydney but, when rail went through, they were shipped through Picton. This also applied to meat. Flour from Redwood's, Parker's, and McCallum's mills was shipped to Wanganui, Foxton and Wellington.


Up to at least 1910, Wellington was a great market for Marlborough chaff. The Wellington Tramway Company alone, with its 200-odd horses, took 50, 000 to 55, 000 sacks per annum. Most of the chaff didn't go over the wharves. Farmers delivered it to convenient points on the banks of the Wairau and Opawa rivers. It was lifted by the steamers, either on their inward or outward trips. In those days, the rivers were workable at half tides, so it was no trouble for them to slip down to where the load was waiting, pick it up and go out over the Bar at full tide. This method of handling was of great convenience to the farmers, because the means of transport we have today were not available. The slow horse and dray was the only means of conveyance.


Chaff to the West Coast was shipped via Picton.


A rail ferry was mooted in 1924. W Redman, chairman of the Marlborough Progress League, tried to create interest in 1930.


This was referred to by Dosser, chairman of the Marlborough Harbour Board, in 1962. Dosser mentioned a roll-on roll-off road and rail ferry, though I feel the League were meaning only rail, and were looking at Clifford Bay as a landing site.
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Introduction


In April 1890, the Taitapu Gold Estates was offering land for selection. Between 10 000 and 12 000 acres of magnificent sheep country, coastal land between the West Wanganui Inlet and Sandhills Creek. In April 1909, the Taitapu Estates advertised that they had cut up a large area of their lands at West Wanganui and freehold land was offered for sale, in acres to suit purchasers. By 1911, the settlers in the area were J. Richards and son, Paturau; G. Nicholls, Punipawa; and Cowin Brothers at Sandhills Creek. The Addisons and other settlers moved in a few years later. All of these coastal lands were heavily timbered country, except for some occasional flax areas near the coast, and there would be a difficult breaking in period, when there would be little or no return from the land. Very little real development, other than the goldfields, occurred south of the inlet prior to the early 1900s, and certainly no farming had been done. The land taken up by William John Addison is known as Te Hapu. It comprises 784 acres between the south end of the inlet and the coast, and is accessed by way of Te Hapu Road.






History


William Addison was the son of Thomas and Betsey Addison. He was born on 10 December 1852 in Brunswick Place, Preston, England. He emigrated to Nelson, via Melbourne, on the "Otago" under Captain Symons, arriving in Nelson on the 14 September 1867. He occupied part of the acre lot no. 175 on the western corner of the Collingwood and Bridge Street intersection, living in a four roomed wooden cottage, built in 1867. He continued to live there until 1872, when he went to Wanganui. He married Harriet Emma Rowland there on 30 July 1875.


They were back in Nelson for the birth of their son, William John Addison, in Selwyn Place on 11 July 1876. William Addison died shortly afterwards and Harriet remarried Francis McGrane, in Collingwood on 20 September 1877. They lived up a lane then known as "Graneys", now Lewis Street Harriet had a boarding house on the corner where the fire station and playground are now, from at least 1881 until she died in 1903. Young William was brought up there, along with several of Harriet's children to McGrane.


William John Addison, known as Billy, was packing provisions to Golden Blocks and the Taitapu Estates from about 1901. He married Eveline Cook, the daughter of William and Susannah Cook (nee Horton) on 29 January 1902, in the Cook's residence at Bainham. The newly married Addisons took up a dairy farm at Lower Rockville, (now owned by Brewer and Flowers) where they stayed until they were burnt out in 1904. They then moved to Collingwood and lived near the present school. At this time Billy was running the mail from Collingwood to Paturau, in partnership with McGrane. From Collingwood they crossed the Aorere River to Ferry Point, followed the beach to the Pakawau Inlet and then went across to the coast. The usual track down the coast was to cross over to the beach at Te Hapu, on the south side of the inlet, and simply follow down the beach. Also at this time, Billy was a flax miller near Mangarakau. By 1905, the Addisons had a store and Post Office at Parkeston, on the Mangarakau River, where Mrs Addison was providing casual meals. In 1906 Billy complained of the poor state of the Wanganui mudflat. In a letter to the Collingwood County Council he said that he would hold them responsible for accidents to his teams and coaches. In 1907 he took an accident victim through to Collingwood. That year he also sought permission to make a new approach to his stables in Collingwood, which were situated where Collingwood Motors is now. He sold the stables to McGrane and Scott in 1908 and went back to his farm at Lower Rockville, where he was re-established by public effort. In 1911 he was on the Lower Rockville school committee, and was county ranger for the control of stock straying on to roads. He disliked dairy farming, despite having some of the best land in the valley and, by 1912, 

had moved back to Collingwood. He was in partnership with Friday (William Henry) Aldridge, running the mail coach which carried stores and provisions from Collingwood to the Paturau. Eveline had a boarding house at Parkeston, on the Inlet. Billy had a two storied butcher shop, with rooms above, in Collingwood, on the corner opposite the present motor camp, from 1912 until 1918. It had a verandah around two sides and a balcony above, with stables at the rear. It was lit by acetylene gas.
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By 1915 he had taken up the land at Te Hapu, in partnership with Aldridge, while still operating the butcher shop. The title deed for Te Hapu is dated several years after he took up the land, because Taitapu Gold Estates Ltd, from which the original land was bought, went into liquidation before the roads were surveyed. Billy and Eveline moved temporarily to Nelson in 1918, so that their two eldest sons, Leslie and Jack, could attend Nelson College. My father, Reginald, was born in Cambria Place, Nelson on 25 April 1919. By 1921 they were back at Te Hapu, finally getting title to the property on 31 January 1922. Aldridge and his wife lived on the farm in the first house, which was built of timber rafted around from the inlet and drifted ashore.


When the Addisons first went to live at Te Hapu they had a bach at Sharks Head, a rocky peninsula just north of Te Hapu Creek. The timber for the bach was sawn at the Mangarakau Mill and rafted to the beach by launch. This was in 1921, as my father spent virtually all of his childhood on the farm, studying by correspondence. He went to board at Christchurch Boys High School about 1932. Addison's new house, which is the one still occupied, was built about 1923, when there was still Only a pack track up the hill. It was built of timber pit-sawn from the site by George Flowers and Jack Ferguson. The furniture was taken in kit-set style and Mrs Addison assembled it in the house. A new house was to be built for the Aldridges further north, and the piles were installed. An attempt was again made to tow a raft of timber around from the inlet, but it broke adrift. The piles are apparently still there. Shortly afterwards, the partnership dissolved and Aldridge and family left the district Billy bought Aldridge out on 11 September 1924. The Addison's third son, Cecil Henry, was born on 6 May 1908 in Collingwood. He contracted TB and eventually died in the house on 24 December 1924, after a period of quarantine on the farm. He was buried on a spur overlooking the beach, near the proposed site of the last Aldridge house. About this time Leslie and Jack, returning to the farm for holidays, were excited to find some moa bones in the cave above Te Hapu Beach. Les took the bones to the Canterbury Museum. The round boulders along the coast, near the heads, also caused interest among visitors. The wreckage of the "Edwin Basset", a timber ship which piled up at Te Hapu Creek in 1885, may still be on Hapu Beach, as it was still there some time ago.


The road along the south side of the Mangarakau swamp was built about 1925. One of the bridges is in fact three bridges, each on top of the other as the previous one sank into the swamp.


Billy was the Councillor for the Westhaven Riding from the early 1920s, until he left the area in 1938. He was instrumental in getting the road to Te Hapu built. In November 1930, Jack McTaggert was working on the cart track up the hill from the mudflat to Addisons farm, Te Hapu. It was 10 feet wide and the contract price was 338 pounds for 41 chains and 280 pounds for 54 chains. Extra costs were incurred, and the County Council finally paid a total of 667 pounds 12 shillings. A government grant of two pounds for one pound, to a maximum of 400 pounds, was paid. The work had started in May 1929 and proceeded for all of 1930. The Council had received requests for the road to be built since 1916. It was referred to as the Addison-Aldridge road, but later became known as Te Hapu Road.


During the formation of the Dry Road, in the mid 1930s, Billy was butcher for the workers, delivering the meat in his horse and gig.


In 1926 Billy lost the mail contract to Jack Rhodes, but had regained it by 1932. He did weekly trips to Collingwood with a four wheeled express cart, a day each way and a sort of half stop at Watsons place in Pakawau. He was also packing meat and stores up to the Golden Blocks, a 12 hour return journey.






Recollections


The following is a series of recollections of stories my father, Reginald Addison, told me, when I was a child, of his childhood on the farm. These have been partially confirmed recently, by his cousin Inez.





William and Eveline Addison were very quiet hardworking people, who were always helping others. When my father and his cousin, Inez, returned from college for the holiday periods, Billy would meet them at Collingwood with a horse and cart. They would cross the mudflats at Pakawau, when the tide was out, and then climb up the hill to the farm and down the track to the house. By this time it would be dark. There was always plenty of food, including homemade bread, eggs and bacon, fish, crayfish, shellfish and paua patties. My father told me many times of the pot of stew, on the coal range in the kitchen, which seemed to always be there for snacks. Turkeys, ducks and fowls ran wild, so it was fun to find their nests and eggs, although they had to be careful of the wild pigs. The fowls laid their eggs under the cliffs, above the house. There was a terrible time during the Murchison earthquake in 1929, because of large rocks coming off the cliffs above and coming close to the house.


My father had his own horse called Ginger and his own dog. The horse kicked him badly in the left shin, and only a fast trip to a doctor in Collingwood saved the leg. He spent a lot of his leisure time playing, exploring the caves and cliffs, swimming, fishing and riding the Nikau palm fronds down the grassy slopes. Later he got into radio building, shortwave etc and photography. At an early age he learned all the usual farming skills. The Te Hapu block was cleared by burning in 1936, because it was the hilliest and considered to be the least fertile. My father's photos testify to the extent of the bum off. I have many of his numerous photos taken around the farm about that time. Every six months or so, they would all make an expedition to Collingwood, across the mudflats by horse and cart. It would take all day each way, and they would stay overnight. The crossings could only be made at low tide. Penguins used to live under the house and proved to be a nuisance at times. My father loved the farm so much that he hated it when he had to go to boarding school in Christchurch. His primary education by correspondence with assistance from both his parents suited him well.


My recent visit to the farm, in January 1989, was very interesting and quite amazing, as it seemed to bring to life all the stories my father had told me of the farm.






Conclusion


Billy Addison retired in 1938 and sold Te Hapu to the Cowin Brothers on 12 May 1939. None of the sons were interested in taking over the farm at that time, because of the economic conditions and probably, more importantly, they had all built lives for themselves elsewhere.


Billy and Eveline bought a farm on the outskirts of Rangiora, after a short period. In 1943 they bought a dairy at 59 Rutland Street, in Christchurch, where Eveline died after a few months. Billy bought two flats at 21 Conference Street and lived in one until he died in July 1947.


Leslie Addison became a school teacher on the West Coast and died of TB in 1936.


Jack Addison became a Registered Surveyor, served in the Engineers Corp in the Middle East in WW2 and later became a Registered Civil Engineer and died in Wellington in 1981. Reg Addison became an Electrical Engineer after working on radar installations around Wellington in WW2 and died in Wellington in 1977. Lilian Addison died in Waimate in 1976. Stanley Guy Addison died as an infant of two years old in Collingwood in 1916.
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In April 1890, the Taitapu Gold Estates was offering land for selection. Between 10 000 and 12 000 acres of magnificent sheep country, coastal land between the West Wanganui Inlet and Sandhills Creek. In April 1909, the Taitapu Estates advertised that they had cut up a large area of their lands at West Wanganui and freehold land was offered for sale, in acres to suit purchasers. By 1911, the settlers in the area were J. Richards and son, Paturau; G. Nicholls, Punipawa; and Cowin Brothers at Sandhills Creek. The Addisons and other settlers moved in a few years later. All of these coastal lands were heavily timbered country, except for some occasional flax areas near the coast, and there would be a difficult breaking in period, when there would be little or no return from the land. Very little real development, other than the goldfields, occurred south of the inlet prior to the early 1900s, and certainly no farming had been done. The land taken up by William John Addison is known as Te Hapu. It comprises 784 acres between the south end of the inlet and the coast, and is accessed by way of Te Hapu Road.
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William Addison was the son of Thomas and Betsey Addison. He was born on 10 December 1852 in Brunswick Place, Preston, England. He emigrated to Nelson, via Melbourne, on the "Otago" under Captain Symons, arriving in Nelson on the 14 September 1867. He occupied part of the acre lot no. 175 on the western corner of the Collingwood and Bridge Street intersection, living in a four roomed wooden cottage, built in 1867. He continued to live there until 1872, when he went to Wanganui. He married Harriet Emma Rowland there on 30 July 1875.


They were back in Nelson for the birth of their son, William John Addison, in Selwyn Place on 11 July 1876. William Addison died shortly afterwards and Harriet remarried Francis McGrane, in Collingwood on 20 September 1877. They lived up a lane then known as "Graneys", now Lewis Street Harriet had a boarding house on the corner where the fire station and playground are now, from at least 1881 until she died in 1903. Young William was brought up there, along with several of Harriet's children to McGrane.


William John Addison, known as Billy, was packing provisions to Golden Blocks and the Taitapu Estates from about 1901. He married Eveline Cook, the daughter of William and Susannah Cook (nee Horton) on 29 January 1902, in the Cook's residence at Bainham. The newly married Addisons took up a dairy farm at Lower Rockville, (now owned by Brewer and Flowers) where they stayed until they were burnt out in 1904. They then moved to Collingwood and lived near the present school. At this time Billy was running the mail from Collingwood to Paturau, in partnership with McGrane. From Collingwood they crossed the Aorere River to Ferry Point, followed the beach to the Pakawau Inlet and then went across to the coast. The usual track down the coast was to cross over to the beach at Te Hapu, on the south side of the inlet, and simply follow down the beach. Also at this time, Billy was a flax miller near Mangarakau. By 1905, the Addisons had a store and Post Office at Parkeston, on the Mangarakau River, where Mrs Addison was providing casual meals. In 1906 Billy complained of the poor state of the Wanganui mudflat. In a letter to the Collingwood County Council he said that he would hold them responsible for accidents to his teams and coaches. In 1907 he took an accident victim through to Collingwood. That year he also sought permission to make a new approach to his stables in Collingwood, which were situated where Collingwood Motors is now. He sold the stables to McGrane and Scott in 1908 and went back to his farm at Lower Rockville, where he was re-established by public effort. In 1911 he was on the Lower Rockville school committee, and was county ranger for the control of stock straying on to roads. He disliked dairy farming, despite having some of the best land in the valley and, by 1912, 

had moved back to Collingwood. He was in partnership with Friday (William Henry) Aldridge, running the mail coach which carried stores and provisions from Collingwood to the Paturau. Eveline had a boarding house at Parkeston, on the Inlet. Billy had a two storied butcher shop, with rooms above, in Collingwood, on the corner opposite the present motor camp, from 1912 until 1918. It had a verandah around two sides and a balcony above, with stables at the rear. It was lit by acetylene gas.
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By 1915 he had taken up the land at Te Hapu, in partnership with Aldridge, while still operating the butcher shop. The title deed for Te Hapu is dated several years after he took up the land, because Taitapu Gold Estates Ltd, from which the original land was bought, went into liquidation before the roads were surveyed. Billy and Eveline moved temporarily to Nelson in 1918, so that their two eldest sons, Leslie and Jack, could attend Nelson College. My father, Reginald, was born in Cambria Place, Nelson on 25 April 1919. By 1921 they were back at Te Hapu, finally getting title to the property on 31 January 1922. Aldridge and his wife lived on the farm in the first house, which was built of timber rafted around from the inlet and drifted ashore.


When the Addisons first went to live at Te Hapu they had a bach at Sharks Head, a rocky peninsula just north of Te Hapu Creek. The timber for the bach was sawn at the Mangarakau Mill and rafted to the beach by launch. This was in 1921, as my father spent virtually all of his childhood on the farm, studying by correspondence. He went to board at Christchurch Boys High School about 1932. Addison's new house, which is the one still occupied, was built about 1923, when there was still Only a pack track up the hill. It was built of timber pit-sawn from the site by George Flowers and Jack Ferguson. The furniture was taken in kit-set style and Mrs Addison assembled it in the house. A new house was to be built for the Aldridges further north, and the piles were installed. An attempt was again made to tow a raft of timber around from the inlet, but it broke adrift. The piles are apparently still there. Shortly afterwards, the partnership dissolved and Aldridge and family left the district Billy bought Aldridge out on 11 September 1924. The Addison's third son, Cecil Henry, was born on 6 May 1908 in Collingwood. He contracted TB and eventually died in the house on 24 December 1924, after a period of quarantine on the farm. He was buried on a spur overlooking the beach, near the proposed site of the last Aldridge house. About this time Leslie and Jack, returning to the farm for holidays, were excited to find some moa bones in the cave above Te Hapu Beach. Les took the bones to the Canterbury Museum. The round boulders along the coast, near the heads, also caused interest among visitors. The wreckage of the "Edwin Basset", a timber ship which piled up at Te Hapu Creek in 1885, may still be on Hapu Beach, as it was still there some time ago.


The road along the south side of the Mangarakau swamp was built about 1925. One of the bridges is in fact three bridges, each on top of the other as the previous one sank into the swamp.


Billy was the Councillor for the Westhaven Riding from the early 1920s, until he left the area in 1938. He was instrumental in getting the road to Te Hapu built. In November 1930, Jack McTaggert was working on the cart track up the hill from the mudflat to Addisons farm, Te Hapu. It was 10 feet wide and the contract price was 338 pounds for 41 chains and 280 pounds for 54 chains. Extra costs were incurred, and the County Council finally paid a total of 667 pounds 12 shillings. A government grant of two pounds for one pound, to a maximum of 400 pounds, was paid. The work had started in May 1929 and proceeded for all of 1930. The Council had received requests for the road to be built since 1916. It was referred to as the Addison-Aldridge road, but later became known as Te Hapu Road.


During the formation of the Dry Road, in the mid 1930s, Billy was butcher for the workers, delivering the meat in his horse and gig.


In 1926 Billy lost the mail contract to Jack Rhodes, but had regained it by 1932. He did weekly trips to Collingwood with a four wheeled express cart, a day each way and a sort of half stop at Watsons place in Pakawau. He was also packing meat and stores up to the Golden Blocks, a 12 hour return journey.
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Recollections


The following is a series of recollections of stories my father, Reginald Addison, told me, when I was a child, of his childhood on the farm. These have been partially confirmed recently, by his cousin Inez.





William and Eveline Addison were very quiet hardworking people, who were always helping others. When my father and his cousin, Inez, returned from college for the holiday periods, Billy would meet them at Collingwood with a horse and cart. They would cross the mudflats at Pakawau, when the tide was out, and then climb up the hill to the farm and down the track to the house. By this time it would be dark. There was always plenty of food, including homemade bread, eggs and bacon, fish, crayfish, shellfish and paua patties. My father told me many times of the pot of stew, on the coal range in the kitchen, which seemed to always be there for snacks. Turkeys, ducks and fowls ran wild, so it was fun to find their nests and eggs, although they had to be careful of the wild pigs. The fowls laid their eggs under the cliffs, above the house. There was a terrible time during the Murchison earthquake in 1929, because of large rocks coming off the cliffs above and coming close to the house.


My father had his own horse called Ginger and his own dog. The horse kicked him badly in the left shin, and only a fast trip to a doctor in Collingwood saved the leg. He spent a lot of his leisure time playing, exploring the caves and cliffs, swimming, fishing and riding the Nikau palm fronds down the grassy slopes. Later he got into radio building, shortwave etc and photography. At an early age he learned all the usual farming skills. The Te Hapu block was cleared by burning in 1936, because it was the hilliest and considered to be the least fertile. My father's photos testify to the extent of the bum off. I have many of his numerous photos taken around the farm about that time. Every six months or so, they would all make an expedition to Collingwood, across the mudflats by horse and cart. It would take all day each way, and they would stay overnight. The crossings could only be made at low tide. Penguins used to live under the house and proved to be a nuisance at times. My father loved the farm so much that he hated it when he had to go to boarding school in Christchurch. His primary education by correspondence with assistance from both his parents suited him well.


My recent visit to the farm, in January 1989, was very interesting and quite amazing, as it seemed to bring to life all the stories my father had told me of the farm.
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Billy Addison retired in 1938 and sold Te Hapu to the Cowin Brothers on 12 May 1939. None of the sons were interested in taking over the farm at that time, because of the economic conditions and probably, more importantly, they had all built lives for themselves elsewhere.


Billy and Eveline bought a farm on the outskirts of Rangiora, after a short period. In 1943 they bought a dairy at 59 Rutland Street, in Christchurch, where Eveline died after a few months. Billy bought two flats at 21 Conference Street and lived in one until he died in July 1947.


Leslie Addison became a school teacher on the West Coast and died of TB in 1936.


Jack Addison became a Registered Surveyor, served in the Engineers Corp in the Middle East in WW2 and later became a Registered Civil Engineer and died in Wellington in 1981. Reg Addison became an Electrical Engineer after working on radar installations around Wellington in WW2 and died in Wellington in 1977. Lilian Addison died in Waimate in 1976. Stanley Guy Addison died as an infant of two years old in Collingwood in 1916.
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"Glittering Prospects"

Toilsome Journey Over the Maungatapu


An Eye Witness Describes the Wakamarina "Rush"


The first issue of Lucas's Almanac contains the following intimate description of the gold rush from Nelson to the Wakamarina, over the Maungatapu in April, 1864:


"In the month of April, 1864, Nelson was aroused from the most depressed commercial state, into which for months it had been gradually sinking, to the glittering prospects held out by the discovery of a well-paying goldfield, within 31 miles of its parish church, but situate in the Province of Marlborough. The exciting news speedily flew round our little city, and a "rush" took place, such as had never been seen here before. Mechanics, labourers, clerks, tradesmen and others, all left their usual avocations and joined in the flight; the streets were alive with 'departing pilgrims' and more than one unwilling husband was compelled by his spouse to leave his comfortable home and make a toilsome journey over the Maungatapu. A good account of the 'rush' was thus given at the time, by a special correspondent of the 'Examiner':


"As I returned to Nelson yesterday, the 32 miles of road teemed with parties rushing for gold. Some, who were old hands, were well equipped; others, who were green as the foliage around them, toiled under loads which they would no more have attempted to carry in their ordinary transactions, and along a level road, than they would to become oxen and draw their own carts. I saw farmers and tradesmen, professional men and mere boys. I met a party of men going to the diggings, most slovenly accoutered, to neither of whom would I have given three shillings for a day's work before these diggings started; I met another person walking by himself, whose every appearance, even had I not known him well, would plainly have said, "I am a hard drinker"; two others I saw with neither pick, shovel, blanket, nor any single thing save and except a square bottle of gin tied up in a handkerchief.


They asked how far it was to the diggings; and the person who was then with me, said "Twelve miles". The one with the gin dropped there and then on to a stump, saying "Hang, it Ned, we shall never get there, let us have a drop of comfort"; and at the bottle I left them. Another individual was trudging along, but seemed to think, "He would soon turn back". He offered to return with me but I could not delay. I met another man who, if I mistake not, is a grandfather, his knee was tied up, and he asked me to bring word to a mate who was to follow him from town, to take a little soap liniment with him. I met another old settler, one of the stoutest men Nelson possesses; he was on the other side of the Maungatapu, eating some of the comforts his wife had packed up for him, and sitting beside his cradle – I mean his digging cradle. When he will get to the diggings I should be sorry to say. I saw two young lads, one about twelve years, the other say ten years old; and, at the foot of the hill, I met a man with an umbrella in his hand, and swag at back.


Vessels arrived almost daily with large numbers of passengers, both at Picton and Nelson. The roads leading to the diggings presented one continuous stream of swag-laden gold seekers; and many were the laughable scenes depicted of fat men and lean, old men and young, and mere boys, all in quest of gold, and yet who knew as much about working for it as does – say the Lord Mayor of London. Of course, it soon proved no bed of roses to a very large proportion of the green hands, who were gradually edged out as the bona fide diggers arrived. Havelock, now its principal business town, which had been a township with two houses and a most extensive mud flat, speedily opened into importance, and soon possessed one long canvas street, a bi-weekly newspaper, together with numerous village politicians, Customs officers, etc. Canvas Town, at the mouth of the Wakamarina, which, hitherto, had dilapidated specimen of a Maori pah, soon put forth its streets, its lines of tents, or so-called restaurants, stores, and hotels, and its continually changing population. For a time all 

glittered. The field was, however, discovered in the fall of the year. The few weeks of fine weather yielded unheard of prizes to a large number; but when the rains came, and horses and pack oxen got bogged on the roads, the diggers were washed out of their claims by severe and continuous floods, and storekeepers to realise had to make sacrifices, the gilt wore off as the Wakamarina settled into a more steady, more sober position, whence, it is to be hoped, it will gradually rise into the importance of being a lasting and well paying member of the now extended community of New Zealand goldfields. This 'rush' caused a great improvement in business matters, and landed property changed hands at considerably enhanced prices".
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Dawn Smith







The Saturday morning flea market is a colourful and well-entrenched part of the Nelson scene.


For early settlers from Britain, a town market had been part of their way of life.


It is, therefore, not surprising that nostalgia for market days brought a desire to recreate them in the new country.


An attempt to establish a market in Nelson was made by William Fox, in May 1845. At his suggestion, Donald Sinclair, the Chief Police Magistrate, announced that a weekly General Market was to be held every Saturday until further notice 
(1). The site was on town acre 220 on the north side of Bridge Street, between Trafalgar and Collingwood Streets.


The market was to be open from 9am to 9 pm and the public were invited to avail themselves of an establishment 'so much calculated for the advantage of all classes'.


The Nelson Examiner drew its readers' attention to the advertisement, and hoped that 'as the measure is calculated to be highly beneficial to the consumer and the producer,' it would receive every encouragement.


The location was thought to be well-chosen, as Bridge Street, at that time, was the main thoroughfare. The market's success is not known, but it was, perhaps, shortlived. Fifteen years later, the opening of another market was heralded as a first!


In May 1859, the Nelson Provincial Council set up a select committee to confer with the Board of Works, with a view to the selection of a suitable site for a market in Nelson.


The committee reported back in June that the most eligible site was town acre 152, with a frontage to Hardy and Vanguard Streets.


It was at that time occupied by Joseph Webb 
(2).


The report was adopted, but little other progress was made.


In March 1860, Mr Dodson asked the Provincial Solicitor what steps had been taken to carry out the previous session's vote, that a weekly market be established.


Henry Adams replied that the £500 voted had been paid over to the Board of Works, but that great difficulty had been experienced in procuring a suitable site.


The Provincial Government had granted the Board a lease of the Fish Market reserve. He believed that it was intended to erect the market immediately, although, in his opinion, it would be considerably out of the way.


The site was near the salt-water culvert, and is now occupied by the Citipower depot.


The design for the market-place was drawn up by me Provincial Engineer, and the tender of £419, from James Henry, was accepted for the work.


In addition, a copy of the Market Regulations in force in Melbourne was obtained, as a guide for the Board in determining its own regulations. It was felt that they could be adapted and simplified, to suit the more humble market which was being inaugurated in Nelson. 
(3).


The by-law drawn up by the Board of Works, to regulate the operation of the market, was published in the Gazette of 17 October 1860.


It included provision for the appointment of an Inspector whose duties included:



	– collecting all toll & dues

	– appointing places for the deposit of goods, wares and merchandise in the market

	– allocating drafting yards to parties bringing stock for private sale or auction

	– prohibiting the sale of any articles which he considered noisome or offensive

	– preserving order, regularity and cleanliness within the market. This duty included the power 'to cause to be summarily ejected therefrom, or to be apprehended and lodged in the nearest lockup or police station any person making a riot or disturbance, or cursing or swearing, or using any gross or indecent language, or being guilty of gross or indecent conduct with in the precincts of the market'.






A fine, not exceeding forty shillings, would result from a conviction for such behaviour.


People were to be able to reserve a shop or stall on a regular basis, on payment of a fee.


Those without a reserved position would pay a shilling for use of a stall. If they didn't want a stall, a fee of a shilling for a cart, threepence for a wheelbarrow and twopence for a basket would be due.


The opening of the market was to be announced by the ringing of a bell. After half an hour, the bell would ring again, at which time stalls not taken up by their regular occupier, could be used by those without a reserved space.


At the end of October 1860 The Colonist noted that the market building was completed and that it would be opened in about three weeks. The market-place consisted of 'a row of six neat, enclosed shops, suitable for the sale of almost every variety of merchandise; and under a roomy corridor or verandah, in front of the shops, are several open stalls, that will no doubt be occupied by greengrocers and others. A large space in front of these shops and stalls is surrounded by a close-boarded fence, six feet high; and in this space vendors of produce or other merchandise who do not wish to make use of the other accommodation can take their stand'.


The offices of the Board of Works occupied part of the building.


The opening was eagerly anticipated, a feeling put into words by the Nelson Evening Mail on 23 November:


'Next Saturday will be notable day for our almanac-makers; for on that day the first Market-place in the Province of Nelson, and we believe in New Zealand, will be opened for the sale of horticultural, grazing, farming and other good things for the human stomach. We trust that there will be a full attendance of buyers and thus give our city somewhat the appearance of a country town on market days, which scene remains so vividly pictured in the memory of all who are old enough to remember it'.


Advertisements appeared in the newspaper for the produce that would be on sale. This included strawberries, new potatoes, green peas, rhubarb and vegetables of all kinds.


There was also to be a butcher's shop.


Mr Fulton of the Victoria Hotel, next-door to the market, anticipating extra patronage, advertised a 'market ordinary' at one o'clock each Saturday.


On opening day the new market was well attended by intending purchasers, although vendors were a little slow off the mark. The Colonist commented 'The hour of opening was fixed at eight o'clock, but this was an erroneous calculation, for it is well known that Nelson folks do not think of commencing business so soon in the morning; and consequently, although matrons with their market baskets were waiting for the gates to be opened it was near ten o'clock before many of the stalls were opened'.


Business was brisk, with vegetables being readily disposed of and the demand for strawberries far exceeded the supply. A few head of dairy stock and a cart mare were also offered for sale.


It was hoped that vendors would occupy their stalls at an earlier hour in the future, as the general public appeared to be well-pleased with the market and were inclined to support it 
(4).


In common with the earlier venture, the market's ongoing success is not known.


Edwin Hodder commented late in 1861 that it was well-supplied with meat, fish, poultry, fruit and vegetables, but that it was too far from the town to command much business 
(5).
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In May 1859, the Nelson Provincial Council set up a select committee to confer with the Board of Works, with a view to the selection of a suitable site for a market in Nelson.
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(3).
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Business was brisk, with vegetables being readily disposed of and the demand for strawberries far exceeded the supply. A few head of dairy stock and a cart mare were also offered for sale.


It was hoped that vendors would occupy their stalls at an earlier hour in the future, as the general public appeared to be well-pleased with the market and were inclined to support it 
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The French Pass Post Office.



This article has been prepared from the Webber writings which are in the Provincial Museum Library. It has been edited by Margaret C. Brown, but most of it is in the original words.


Mail is one thing that we look forward to receiving daily and, with all our dissatisfaction about loss of post offices, we seldom stop to think that, a hundred years ago, people in many parts of New Zealand were glad to get mail once a week. We are fortunate that some of the pioneers have left us accounts of how the mail got through. Before the days of steam-ships, let alone aeroplanes, delivery was slower and often fraught with dangers. One of the more isolated areas of the Nelson province was the Sounds and French Pass. Pioneers in that area were the Webber family. George Webber writes:


"in 1877 my father, Wallace Webber, had a contract with the Post Office to board the Union Company's steamers, 
Penguin and 
Rotorua for mails to and from the French Pass once a week.


In earlier years we had depended for our mail on sailing ships which stood into the Bay and signalled that they had mail aboard for us. In 1877 a regular service was started, and brought at first once a week by the 
Penguin and later twice a week by the 
Penguin and the 
Rotorua. My father was given the contract for the mails and appointed the first Postmaster. Cargo and passengers were also collected. This state of affairs continued for some thirty years until the Anchor Company's steamers, 
Nikau and 
Kaitoa, began to call regularly at the French Pass wharf and took over the business. In all the years of boarding steamers in all weathers in an open boat there was only one serious accident. In 1902 our big whale boat, the 
Black Bess, was cut in two by the 
Mapourika. The force of the tide slewed the steamer, which had no steerage way right on to the Black Bess, she was so near and so heavily laden that it was impossible to push away from the steamer's side. I and the two men who were with me were tipped into the water, but rescued by lines thrown from the steamer and a steam launch came out to take us ashore. I managed to rescue the mail bags which were floating in the stem part of the boat We put them on board the 
Mapourika where the bags were opened and the contents spread out to dry in the boiler room.


I heard afterwards that some of the contents were unreadable.


After I married, in 1900, my father retired to Nelson and I was appointed postmaster in his place. By then the settlement had increased and there was still no public buildings of any sort. I therefore found it necessary to provide one when the telephone was installed in 1910. this was done by cutting off part of the store-room — The telephone was a great boon to the settlers who now, in times of illness, could quickly get medical advice. The next year the telephone line was extended via D'Urville Island to Stephens Island lighthouse, which was an important station for shipping, particularly during the two World Wars. Two years later the telephone line was continued to Bulwer in the Pelorus Sound. Many homesteads on these lines were given small offices to facilitate communication with Nelson. The French Pass Office was the transmitting office for the extended lines. It was now necessary to build an office to accommodate the extra work involved in serving the four lines – Nelson, Stephens Island, Bulwer and French Pass Lighthouse. The despatching and receiving of mails had also increased, two mails going out and two coming in five nights a week for the greater part of the year.


Post Office work continued to increase. By 1920 it had been made a Money Order and Savings Bank Office and this meant that a capable and suitably qualified person had to be in charge at all times – under my supervision. In 1920 my daughter returned from school having gained her matriculation and took over this work. Over the years three other daughters served.


Meanwhile the first wharf in Emslie Bay had been built by my father who was assisted by a Government subsidy of pound for pound. It was controlled by 3 trustees, W.I. Webber, A.J. Woodman and Andrew Hegarty. I was the secretary.
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In 1922 when my father died I was appointed in his place. This wharf was condemned in 1934 and the Government said it would build a new wharf if the settlers would form a local body to rate the district for maintenance. A Road Board was duly elected and the new Wharf opened in 1935 by the Hon. R. Semple.


Over the years the Anchor Company of Nelson had grown to be the largest New Zealand owned shipping company in New Zealand and had a considerable fleet of cargo boats plying across Cook Strait. The French Pass had come to feel itself in close contact with both Nelson and Wellington with two boats, the 
Ngaio and the 
Rotorua running regularly through the Pass. After the Ngaio was retired in 1929 the Company bought the the 
Matangi from the Northern Shipping Company. In 1949 the Arahura was retired and the next year the Matangi was taken off the run and a much larger steamer was bought and re-named 
Ngaio 11. The position of French Pass immediately declined, 

as this ship proved too costly to run and the passenger service to the Pass was finally abandoned by the Anchor Company in April 1953. This left the settlers round French Pass and D'Urville Island without any direct passenger service.






Pelorus Jack
 No account of French Pass would be complete without some account of the famous Pelorus Jack. It was when steamers began to stop at Elmslie's Bay for the mail boat that Pelorus Jack was first noticed playing round their boats. When I came back from school in 1888 the 'big white fish', as he was called began to be talked about by the passengers and crew of the steamers. Few years later he was frequently seen – it was about this time he got the name of Pelorus Jack. Jack frequently met steamers coming from Nelson at Collinet Point, commonly known as the Pass Point, and accompanied them several miles towards Cape Francis, known locally as Clay Point, the northern extremity of Admirality Bay. He was rarely seen beyond there. His playground seemed to be the six miles across Admirality Bay, from Collinet Point to Cape Francis, and this was where he played about the steamers coming and going between Wellington and Nelson. He never, to my knowledge, went through the Pass.


When we were boarding the steamers off Collinet Point Jack was there. He seemed to be impatient of the steamer waiting and dived to and fro under her, sometimes coming up under our small boat and giving us a bad jolt; or he would swim so close to us that my father used to tell me to give him a push with a boat hook or oar to keep him off, as he could easily capsize us. As our row boat was only about 13 or 14 feet long we could easily estimate his length – about 11 or 12 feet When he was late for the steamer, we could here passengers say, 'Here he comes,' and I would look up and see him approaching at racing speeds, with great leaps and bounds out of the sea, often ending close by, with a mighty splash. This delighted the passengers. In the late 90s and early 1900s he was such a constant visitor to the then fast steamers, that overseas visitors frequently made the journey from Wellington to Nelson and back on purpose to seehim and were seldom disappointed".


Jack who was protected by a special Act of Parliament, was officially known as a Risso's Dolphin but according to Webber he was really a grampus, the dolphin was slimmer with a pointed head, Jack had a large round head and heavy body. He was last seen in 1913.
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The Venture







Bernard Hadfield







For the hundreds of trampers who have walked the Abel Tasman Track, one attraction which has drawn universal interest is the remains of the old scow, Venture, decaying away in the estuary at Awaroa. The Venture was registered no.93,991 on 17 January 1906, a ketch of 19 tons and 46 feet in length. 
(1)



The vessel was built by the Hadfield family at Awaroa, near where her remains lie today.


William Welby Hadfield was a farmer and boatbuilder at Awaroa and, for a short time, at Port Nelson where, in 1900, he built Nelson's first motor boat, for Messrs Moore & Healy. It was 17feet long and powered by a motor-cycle engine, supplied by Mr Moore, who was a motor cycle dealer in Nelson at the time.
(2).


The story of the Venture is continued from an unpublished manuscript of early days at Awaroa by the late Roy Hadfield: "When I returned to Awaroa from Nelson, just before Christmas 1903, the Venture was under construction, having some of the frames in place. I had many jaunts into the bush with Dad and brothers Fred and Darcy, hunting for crooks for frames and decking etc. There was timber from many of the bushes around Awaroa and Totaranui. The majority of the bends and knees came from rata roots from Totaranui, but there were deck beams 6x6 squared from birch(sic) logs 14 feet long. All the masts and spars were obtained from the white pine bush in the swamp at Little River, all manpowered out of the bush and floated down the harbour at high tide. I remember getting these out on my twelfth birthday. When the Venture was about three parts completed, we were hard up for money to buy rigging and sails, and had to stop construction. At this time the scow Orakei
(3) had been holed and sunk at me wharf at Puponga and Fred heard it was for sale. He and our brother-in-law, Bill Winter, set off in an old ketch-rigged boat we had called The Old Tub. It was a big heavy thing about 17feet long, but was very useful for carting wood or any thing heavy. When they got to their destination, they found that the Orakei was not too badly damaged, so they pumped the water out of her at low tide, made suitable repairs, rigged some sail on her and waited for a favourable wind. Towing the Old Tub behind, and with a nice westerly wind, they reached
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The launching of the Venture at Awaroa, 1906. B. Hadfield




Awaroa in the day without mishap. Not a bad buy for five pounds. But there was a lot of work to do before she was fit to trade again. Some of the sails were usable, all the rigging had to be relagged, but the worst trouble was that the keel was just about eaten out by worm. What a job to renew that. However we were very lucky to find a big rimu, which had fallen some years before. The sap wood had rotted off, only the heart left, just what we wanted.


I don't remember the size of it, but it was about fifty feet long and 14 x 10 when we squared it up. However we got it fitted and a bit of planking repaired, new sheathing over the bottom and a paint up. We sailed it to Nelson, where it was sold to Jimmie Baird, for 300 pounds I believe. The Venture could now be completed without any more worry, in 1906, some four years after it was started. There were quite a lot of people at the launching as, at that time, the population of Awaroa was at its highest, and everyone was there. Awaroa was quite a busy place at the time, with boats calling in for timber and other materials, especially flax and birch bark for the tannery at Nelson. Some of the timber was taken to Australia and Lyttelton by the Mominglight, a schooner belonging to Kirk & Co. of Takaka, but most of it went to Nelson and Motueka, carried by the Transit, belonging to Ricketts Bros. The Venture carried some later, but only when the Transit could not handle it."


The Venture traded Tasman Bay until after the First World War but, with the development of reading and motor transport and, finally, the completion of the Otira tunnel, many of the Bay sailors were put out of business. 
(4) The Venture was but one of many, and was laid up in the bay, where she eventually went to pieces. Her remains lie decaying, only a few metres from where she was built; over eighty ago.
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by 
Helen Whelan





Jane Hamilton Hope, born 5 July 1811 at Killybegs, County Donegal, Ireland, was the youngest of six children. After Jane's father died and her mother remarried, the family lived mainly in England. Jane married Edward Hope in 1836, possibly in Liverpool. Three sons were born; Edward in 1837, Richard Johnson in 1839 and Orry in 1843. The fate of Edward senior is uncertain, but Jane and her three children, aged 15, 13 and 9 years, sailed for New Zealand on the 
Minerva, arriving in Lyttelton 5 February 1853.


They settled in Nelson and Orry attended the Bishop's School there. It is believed that Jane had purchased land in Nelson while still in England but, on arriving in Nelson, found that no such land existed.


Later Edward, Johnson and Orry worked on sheep stations around the region. They were all gentlemen riders, pugilists and sportsmen. Edward, especially, had a fondness for horses and was a friend of Mr Stafford and Mr Redwood of Nelson. He rode at many race meetings in Nelson and Marlborough and is reputed to have gone to Australia with the famous Carbine.


Edward and Johnson never returned to Britain but, in 1857, Jane and Orry sailed back to England on the 
Oliver Lang on business. The trip was rough and most of the passengers, including Jane, suffered from seasickness. Jane, writing to Edward in Nelson, claimed she would never travel second class again. While in England, Jane longed to return to New Zealand and vowed that she would never leave again. Her business, which involved recovering money due to her from Mr Lee, her step-father, was never resolved. In 1859 they returned to Nelson, travelling steerage on the 
Midlothian.


On her return, Jane occupied a wooden cottage in the area now known as Snow's Hill. She badly wanted to go and help her sons on the sheep station where they were working, but they told her it was no place for a lady. Jane suffered an illness in 1861. After visiting her in Nelson, Johnson was presumed to have drowned while crossing a flooded stream at Upcot He was returning, with two companions, to the Messrs Monro's station at "Longridge" where he was working, in the Awatere. He was only 23 years old.


Shortly after this tragic accident, Jane went to live at the home of Mr Bernard Gapper and family. They owned a farm near Swamp Road, Richmond, and took in several other boarders, paid for by the government.


In 1867 Jane began work as manageress of the Trafalgar Hotel in Nelson. She had very little money, as nearly all her silver brought from Ireland had been pawned, some to Mr Gapper. Most of her jewellery had gone, some having been given as presents to friends, during more prosperous times.


In 1868 Orry joined the Mounted Constabulary of the Napier district. He urged Edward to join too, but Jane refused on his behalf. She had already lost one son. The pay was six shillings a day, with ten shillings a month allowed for children. The men had to find their own horses and uniforms.


In 1874 Edward Hope married Fanny Saxton, the young widow of Charles Saxton, who had died in 1871. Edward drove the first mob of cattle from Nelson to Christchurch with Conrad Saxton, brother of Charles, Fanny's first husband. Edward and Fanny Hope had a family of eleven children, four of whom died prematurely. For a time they lived at Mahakipawa, while working for Mr Cullen. A disastrous fire burned their house down, killing two children and injuring Fanny. Seventeen days later Fanny had another child, Mary. The family then went to live with Orry, who was managing a station at Port Ligar, in Pelorus Sound. Later still Edward acquired land at Deep Bay, Admiralty Bay.


In 1873 Orry had married Elizabeth Cooper of Wairau, Canterbury, and they had a family of six sons and five daughters. Orry acquired land at Cozy Dell, Admiralty Bay, across the water from Edward.





Jane left her job at the Trafalgar Hotel in 1886, at the age of 75. She went to live at Admiralty Bay, alternating between Edward, at Deep Bay and Orry, at Cozy Dell. Jane had scarcely enough money for sufficient clothes and bedding, but she was happy there.


She died 31 January 1901, in her ninetieth year, and is buried at Cozy Dell, in a sheep paddock, beside an infant granddaughter.
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Nelson's Silver Jubilee







Margaret C. Brown







In 1991/2 Nelson will celebrate the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the arrival of European settlers.


It is interesting to look back at how the twenty-fifth anniversary was marked.


On the tenth of January, 1867 the Examiner reported a special meeting at which it was resolved to celebrate the Twenty-fifth Anniversary Day in a fitting manner. A meeting of "original settlers" was held at the Bank Hotel and a committee appointed. Nelson was to be the centre of attraction for that day and, if places like Waimea South wanted their own fetes, they could be held the day after, as that was the day the passengers disembarked. Plans were made and the committee worked with a will. The country districts, however, decided to postpone their own celebrations until they had gathered their harvest, and set the date at March the first.


There must have been anxiety when there was a "great fall of rain" in the city. The "Examiner" reported on the 29th. that much damage had been done, especially by floods in the lower part of the town, to Brook Street and the new Nile Street bridge. However, on the great day, the weather was "highly propitious". "At an early hour a gun was fired from the flagstaff and woke the echoes of the surrounding hills; in the city was great excitement." Vehicles of all descriptions, which began to arrive from the outlying districts, were gaily decked with flags and evergreens.


Punctually at ten o'clock a procession set out from the Government Buildings. Headed by a brass band and a drum and fife band, pride of place was given to surviving members of the preliminary party who had arrived in November 1841. They were distinguished by blue badges. Following them was a long train of "original settlers", colonists who had emigrated under the Auspices of the New Zealand Company, the last arriving on the "Skiold" in September 1844. They wore red rosettes, while their children who accompanied them wore white ones. Then came members of the Fire Brigade, "headed by one of their engines, properly equipped and drawn by two horses, the brigade followed, conspicuous in their scarlet uniforms. To these succeeded the Brethren of the Order of Oddfellows and Foresters arrayed in their distinctive badges and insignia, and preceded by their handsome banners. The Volunteers were clad in their new scarlet uniforms and presented a very soldierly appearance. Then followed the juvenile members of the Cadet Corps, who conducted themselves excellently during the day – seventy youngsters, most of very lilliputian proportions. - - - - - The procession, which could not have been less than half a mile in length, was closed by a long train of children attending various schools in the city, and by private individuals, the line being terminated by the Resident Magistrate (Mr Poynter) in his carriage, himself one of the earliest settlers in the Province." Leaving the Government Buildings the procession "wended its way up Bridge Street as far as the junction with Collingwood Street, thence down Hardy Street and Waimea Street to the Golden Fleece Hotel, where it returned by Nile Street to Trafalgar Square. It then mounted the Church Hill and on reaching the terrace on its summit immediately facing Trafalgar Street, the Volunteers and cadet corps were marshalled in double file and fired a 'feu de joie' in very creditable style. The band then played the National Anthem and, after three lusty cheers for the Queen, the Procession descended the hill and passed down the whole length of Trafalgar Street. Thence down Bridge Street and over the Collingwood Street bridge, along Grove Street to Milton Street, and thence to the Botanical Gardens, where it was almost immediately disbanded. It was flanked throughout by a large concourse of people from all parts of the Province."


A printing press belonging to The "Colonist" was in full operation and distributed to the public verses written for the occasion by William Hogg:









"The cannon's boom has told the hour is come



That calls on every loyal citizen,



To leave for one brief day the joys of home,



And join the marshalling ranks of all good men,



Hark! merry sounds are heard from fife and drum,



Lo, flaunting banners fly in every street,



Crowds in hot hurry from the Waimea come



With their good friends on this great day to meet



The ships in port are gaudily arrayed,



The carts and 'lorries' deck'd with garlands gay.



Father and son, mother and child and maid,



With smiles appear to hail this happy day.



The kind desire to please as well as be pleased.



Seems truly to have every bosom seized.



(Many verses follow detailing past events, ending:)



A quarter of century this day



Has been enrolled upon the Book of Time



Since the old 'Fifeshire' crossed our placid bay



To land her freight in Sunny Nelson's clime.





Such progress shows what earnest men can do



Within the tide of five and twenty years.



Progress! which way we turn enchants the view,



All honour to our brave old pioneers!





Much have they done in five and twenty years.



Hurrah for Nelson, our adopted home."





"
The Collation." In the centre of the Botanical Gardens, a substantial booth had been erected, with tables to seat 700. Mr R. Burns presided, toasts were drunk and responded to, then the tables were replenished, and a second sitting held. One criticism was that the Cadet Corps were not catered for, beyond a few pieces of cake. Of course there were booths which charged, and they did brisk business, with an estimated 3,000 people present. It was a gay scene, the children with their flags, the colourful uniforms and, most exciting, a gun placed on a knoll overlooking the grounds, and fired at intervals by "an old Man of Wars" man resplendent with many medals!


Sports followed, the Brass band played, the Maoris entertained with song and dance. Special mention is made of "kiss in the ring,' as a favourite game of Nelsonians. At 5 p.m. the women and children were given tea.- About 1200 were fed and at 7pm, there was a Christmas Tree for the children at the Courthouse. The expenses of all these functions were met from a subscription fund.


The official dinner was the only function at which the attendance was less than expected, and it was regretted that it had been held the same night as the Ball. However, some 70 people attended. In the Chair was Mr J.W. Barnicoat, Speaker of the Provincial Council. On his right was the Resident Magistrate, Mr J. Poynter and, on his left, the Superintendent, Mr Alfred Saunders. All three were residents of twenty-five years standing. In the Vice-chair was Mr Wastney, a preliminary man and, among others noticed, were Dr Renwick, Mr J. Tinline, Dr Greenwood, Messrs Cross, Baigent, J.T. Smith, Stanton, Batey and Wagstaff. On the stage was a stringed band, and a Glee Club sang at intervals.


Toasts were honoured: Her Majesty proposed by the Chairman His Excellency the Governor, proposed by the Vice-Chairman.





Prosperity to the Province of Nelson, proposed by the Chairman, who gave an interesting sketch of the history of the past twenty five years. He compared the comfort and well-being of people in the colony with those at home (presumably the working classes) by quoting the difference in the consumption of sugar, tea and butcher's meat between Great Britain and New Zealand.


The Vice-Chairman proposed the health of the Superintendent, Speaker and members of the Provincial Council, replied to by the Superintendent, Speaker and Mr Curtis for the Councillors. Mr J. Tinline proposed the health of the Ladies, and the Vice-Chairman that of Departed Friends, the latter being honoured in silence. The Superintendent then proposed a toast to the early Patriots and Philantropists, mentioning in particular Mr Tuckett, Mr M. Campbell, Mr B. Crisp and Captain Rough. There were other toasts but, as many wanted to attend the Ball, the proceedings were not prolonged. Mr Stock of the Customhouse Hotel had provided the fare.


Meanwhile the Great Fireworks Display was taking place in the Botanic Gardens from 8.30pm. This was a delight to all who saw it. There was dancing in the Booth to the strains of the German Band, "and one most pleasing feature was the fact that no mis-conduct of any sort was noticed."


The Ball, in the Provincial Hall, was "numerously and fashionably attended". It was the most brilliant affair of its kind to have been held in Nelson. Dancing commenced at 10 o'clock, and at midnight not less than 170 people were present. Music and refreshments were excellent and dancing was kept up, with unflagging spirit, until five o'clock in the morning.








Country Districts.



On the second of March the Examiner reported the celebrations at Waimea South and Waimea West. The South celebrated at Wakefield on quite an extensive scale. There was a procession of school children with flags, pedestrians, visitors on horseback and all sorts of vehicles, which proceeded to Mr Baigent's large paddock. Here a circular building had been erected where the children were supplied with refreshments. It was estimated that 1300 to 1400 were present. The brass band played, there was a band of serenaders and an excellent German String Band from Nelson. Games of cricket included a Ladies' Match. At Waimea West the celebrations were on a smaller scale, but there was a dinner, sports and all at night.


Waimea East held their celebrations at Richmond on the fifteenth of March.


A colourful procession was led by the Wakefield Brass Band. Mr Humphries gave an address. There were 400 at lunch, followed by sports, a Minstrel Show, and dancing at a Ball where music was provided by the German String Band. An all day feature was the Cricket Match between Nelson College and the Bachelors of Richmond. This resulted in a win for Richmond.


So far we have found no mention in the paper of the Motueka function which was to be held on the 16th. of March. The next issue of the paper was taken up with news of the Provincial Elections.
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[Nelson's silver jubilee]






In 1991/2 Nelson will celebrate the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the arrival of European settlers.


It is interesting to look back at how the twenty-fifth anniversary was marked.


On the tenth of January, 1867 the Examiner reported a special meeting at which it was resolved to celebrate the Twenty-fifth Anniversary Day in a fitting manner. A meeting of "original settlers" was held at the Bank Hotel and a committee appointed. Nelson was to be the centre of attraction for that day and, if places like Waimea South wanted their own fetes, they could be held the day after, as that was the day the passengers disembarked. Plans were made and the committee worked with a will. The country districts, however, decided to postpone their own celebrations until they had gathered their harvest, and set the date at March the first.


There must have been anxiety when there was a "great fall of rain" in the city. The "Examiner" reported on the 29th. that much damage had been done, especially by floods in the lower part of the town, to Brook Street and the new Nile Street bridge. However, on the great day, the weather was "highly propitious". "At an early hour a gun was fired from the flagstaff and woke the echoes of the surrounding hills; in the city was great excitement." Vehicles of all descriptions, which began to arrive from the outlying districts, were gaily decked with flags and evergreens.


Punctually at ten o'clock a procession set out from the Government Buildings. Headed by a brass band and a drum and fife band, pride of place was given to surviving members of the preliminary party who had arrived in November 1841. They were distinguished by blue badges. Following them was a long train of "original settlers", colonists who had emigrated under the Auspices of the New Zealand Company, the last arriving on the "Skiold" in September 1844. They wore red rosettes, while their children who accompanied them wore white ones. Then came members of the Fire Brigade, "headed by one of their engines, properly equipped and drawn by two horses, the brigade followed, conspicuous in their scarlet uniforms. To these succeeded the Brethren of the Order of Oddfellows and Foresters arrayed in their distinctive badges and insignia, and preceded by their handsome banners. The Volunteers were clad in their new scarlet uniforms and presented a very soldierly appearance. Then followed the juvenile members of the Cadet Corps, who conducted themselves excellently during the day – seventy youngsters, most of very lilliputian proportions. - - - - - The procession, which could not have been less than half a mile in length, was closed by a long train of children attending various schools in the city, and by private individuals, the line being terminated by the Resident Magistrate (Mr Poynter) in his carriage, himself one of the earliest settlers in the Province." Leaving the Government Buildings the procession "wended its way up Bridge Street as far as the junction with Collingwood Street, thence down Hardy Street and Waimea Street to the Golden Fleece Hotel, where it returned by Nile Street to Trafalgar Square. It then mounted the Church Hill and on reaching the terrace on its summit immediately facing Trafalgar Street, the Volunteers and cadet corps were marshalled in double file and fired a 'feu de joie' in very creditable style. The band then played the National Anthem and, after three lusty cheers for the Queen, the Procession descended the hill and passed down the whole length of Trafalgar Street. Thence down Bridge Street and over the Collingwood Street bridge, along Grove Street to Milton Street, and thence to the Botanical Gardens, where it was almost immediately disbanded. It was flanked throughout by a large concourse of people from all parts of the Province."


A printing press belonging to The "Colonist" was in full operation and distributed to the public verses written for the occasion by William Hogg:









"The cannon's boom has told the hour is come



That calls on every loyal citizen,



To leave for one brief day the joys of home,



And join the marshalling ranks of all good men,



Hark! merry sounds are heard from fife and drum,



Lo, flaunting banners fly in every street,



Crowds in hot hurry from the Waimea come



With their good friends on this great day to meet



The ships in port are gaudily arrayed,



The carts and 'lorries' deck'd with garlands gay.



Father and son, mother and child and maid,



With smiles appear to hail this happy day.



The kind desire to please as well as be pleased.



Seems truly to have every bosom seized.



(Many verses follow detailing past events, ending:)



A quarter of century this day



Has been enrolled upon the Book of Time



Since the old 'Fifeshire' crossed our placid bay



To land her freight in Sunny Nelson's clime.





Such progress shows what earnest men can do



Within the tide of five and twenty years.



Progress! which way we turn enchants the view,



All honour to our brave old pioneers!





Much have they done in five and twenty years.



Hurrah for Nelson, our adopted home."
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The Collation." In the centre of the Botanical Gardens, a substantial booth had been erected, with tables to seat 700. Mr R. Burns presided, toasts were drunk and responded to, then the tables were replenished, and a second sitting held. One criticism was that the Cadet Corps were not catered for, beyond a few pieces of cake. Of course there were booths which charged, and they did brisk business, with an estimated 3,000 people present. It was a gay scene, the children with their flags, the colourful uniforms and, most exciting, a gun placed on a knoll overlooking the grounds, and fired at intervals by "an old Man of Wars" man resplendent with many medals!


Sports followed, the Brass band played, the Maoris entertained with song and dance. Special mention is made of "kiss in the ring,' as a favourite game of Nelsonians. At 5 p.m. the women and children were given tea.- About 1200 were fed and at 7pm, there was a Christmas Tree for the children at the Courthouse. The expenses of all these functions were met from a subscription fund.


The official dinner was the only function at which the attendance was less than expected, and it was regretted that it had been held the same night as the Ball. However, some 70 people attended. In the Chair was Mr J.W. Barnicoat, Speaker of the Provincial Council. On his right was the Resident Magistrate, Mr J. Poynter and, on his left, the Superintendent, Mr Alfred Saunders. All three were residents of twenty-five years standing. In the Vice-chair was Mr Wastney, a preliminary man and, among others noticed, were Dr Renwick, Mr J. Tinline, Dr Greenwood, Messrs Cross, Baigent, J.T. Smith, Stanton, Batey and Wagstaff. On the stage was a stringed band, and a Glee Club sang at intervals.


Toasts were honoured: Her Majesty proposed by the Chairman His Excellency the Governor, proposed by the Vice-Chairman.





Prosperity to the Province of Nelson, proposed by the Chairman, who gave an interesting sketch of the history of the past twenty five years. He compared the comfort and well-being of people in the colony with those at home (presumably the working classes) by quoting the difference in the consumption of sugar, tea and butcher's meat between Great Britain and New Zealand.


The Vice-Chairman proposed the health of the Superintendent, Speaker and members of the Provincial Council, replied to by the Superintendent, Speaker and Mr Curtis for the Councillors. Mr J. Tinline proposed the health of the Ladies, and the Vice-Chairman that of Departed Friends, the latter being honoured in silence. The Superintendent then proposed a toast to the early Patriots and Philantropists, mentioning in particular Mr Tuckett, Mr M. Campbell, Mr B. Crisp and Captain Rough. There were other toasts but, as many wanted to attend the Ball, the proceedings were not prolonged. Mr Stock of the Customhouse Hotel had provided the fare.


Meanwhile the Great Fireworks Display was taking place in the Botanic Gardens from 8.30pm. This was a delight to all who saw it. There was dancing in the Booth to the strains of the German Band, "and one most pleasing feature was the fact that no mis-conduct of any sort was noticed."


The Ball, in the Provincial Hall, was "numerously and fashionably attended". It was the most brilliant affair of its kind to have been held in Nelson. Dancing commenced at 10 o'clock, and at midnight not less than 170 people were present. Music and refreshments were excellent and dancing was kept up, with unflagging spirit, until five o'clock in the morning.
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Country Districts.



On the second of March the Examiner reported the celebrations at Waimea South and Waimea West. The South celebrated at Wakefield on quite an extensive scale. There was a procession of school children with flags, pedestrians, visitors on horseback and all sorts of vehicles, which proceeded to Mr Baigent's large paddock. Here a circular building had been erected where the children were supplied with refreshments. It was estimated that 1300 to 1400 were present. The brass band played, there was a band of serenaders and an excellent German String Band from Nelson. Games of cricket included a Ladies' Match. At Waimea West the celebrations were on a smaller scale, but there was a dinner, sports and all at night.


Waimea East held their celebrations at Richmond on the fifteenth of March.


A colourful procession was led by the Wakefield Brass Band. Mr Humphries gave an address. There were 400 at lunch, followed by sports, a Minstrel Show, and dancing at a Ball where music was provided by the German String Band. An all day feature was the Cricket Match between Nelson College and the Bachelors of Richmond. This resulted in a win for Richmond.


So far we have found no mention in the paper of the Motueka function which was to be held on the 16th. of March. The next issue of the paper was taken up with news of the Provincial Elections.
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An Historical Waterwheel
.





J. N. W. Newport



In the Nelson Historical Society Journal Vol 3, No 6, 1980, we have an article about the early cloth factory in Brook Street, and the progression of the means used to operate the looms. The introduction of a waterwheel, driven by water from the Brook Stream, was a further development in the mechanisation of the factory.


It appears that the all-steel overshot wheel was imported from Sydney, with other plant, in the late 1850's. It was used until the new factory, to be driven by steam power, was set up in Bridge Street about 1870. At various places it has been stated that this was a thirty-foot wheel. After the new plant was in use, the waterwheel was sold to Alexander Drummond. He set it up and used it on his farm in the lower Wangapeka Valley, near where the river of that name joins the Motueka River.


Recently (1988), this writer has followed up the further movements of this remarkable waterwheel. Mr. A.R. Drummond, now in his nineties, remembered the wheel bought by his grandfather, which his father used to cut chaff and saw firewood. In reply to my questions, he said that it could have been twelve to fifteen feet high. It was sold to Joe Price of the Baton Valley, to use in the stream close to his home.


His son, Alan Price, now living in Motueka, suggested that the wheel was set up in this stream about 1917, but that it was not put to use. The concrete blocks, on which it was set, can still be seen near the road there. A smaller pelton wheel was sold to Theo McGaveston of The Gap, Pokororo, and he suggested that, although the farm had changed hands a few times, the wheel might still be there.


The wheel is certainly still at The Gap. The present owners, Ian Davey and his wife, were only too willing to show it to me and tell me what they knew of it. The suggestion was that it was set up there about 1927, and remained in use for house lights until Power Board reticulation took place in 1950. Over the years it had been used to drive milking machines and a shearing plant, as well as providing house lights.





[image: The waterwheel today. J Newport]
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This ten-foot waterwheel is a well built piece of machinery and, as it is bolted together, it could well have been dismantled for transportation. The very heavy steel shaft is five inches in diameter at the hub, where the wheel is attached, and is three and a half inches where the main bearings fit. It is forty-four inches between the bearing centres. The overall width of the wheel, where the buckets fit, is seventeen inches. The buckets are of unusual design, as they overlap, with the mouth being only two and a half inches wide and yet they are thirteen inches deep. No doubt this was a means to exert the greatest possible pressure from a small supply of water.


A photo of the wheel, after it was installed, shows the overshot fluming in a partly finished state, but the wheel was turned about and was being used as an undershot. This was apparently a temporary arrangement, and it would also appear that it was set up with a different axle shaft, with wooden supports or spokes in the wheel. An accompanying note states, "Will Holmwood's waterwheel at The Gap, Motueka Valley, used for cutting chaff, churning butter, etc." The five Holmwood brothers are shown standing beside the wheel, which was then set up on wooden posts. The present permanent concrete blocks would have been put in when the wheel was set up as an overshot
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The Collingwood Fire, 1904







H F Allan



My sister, Mrs Flo Henderson of Hamilton, has chided me for saying that the big fire at Collingwood occurred in December 1904. At 93 years of age, she is probably the only survivor actually remembering the fire. She writes:


"I was about nine years old at the time, but the actual night of the fire I have always remembered very clearly. We (the kids) had had Guy Fawkes, which included the usual visit to the two hotel bars, where we had to sing and duly collect. That, I presume was 5 November. We carefully hid our ill-gotten earnings for the 9th November, King's Birthday, when there was always a big picnic on the beach; horse racing, lolly scrambles, all sorts. Mother had brought us new dresses, especially hats, which were rescued from the fire but last reported blown to sea by the wind that followed. I remember us kids scratching in the ashes to find our money! I think we got some scarred silver which we treasured for years".


Flo does not say whether the picnic was held or not. Jeff Newport's history fixes the date of the fire as 7 November 1904. Our house, the one shown in the now wellknown Tyree photo, with all the children on the balcony and by the gate, was next to the bakehouse where the fire started. Flo continues


"There was that photo of the "day after" with the two steamers at the wharf, which reminds me of one of Dad's favourite stories about the fire. In all the confusion in the main street, howling gale, rain, flames everywhere, people rushing frantically, etc, Dad was struggling alone in the office. Mother had the maid and others to help her, once we kids had been disposed of. Dad got all his papers, etc, (precious, I suppose) dragged the boxes to the front door – right on the street – then looked to see what help he could get.





There, in billowing smoke, flames on both sides, a man was walking slowly up the street. Dad said he was quite calm, very interested, but to Dad he was a sort of miracle! He called him and he came over and was a marvellous help. They carried all they could to the Courthouse at the end of the street and then the man just disappeared!! Dad said he enquired of everyone but no-one knew a thing or had seen a stranger. The conclusion, of course: the two steamers left with the tide and the good Samaritan left with one of them!"





[image: Collingwood after the 1904 fire. Tyree Collection NPM]
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An Englishman's view of Rural Nelson







Arthur Clayden was a middleclass Englishman who had a great deal of sympathy for the farm labourers in the England of the 1870s.


In emigration schemes, he saw a way in which they could have a better life for themselves and their families. His connection with New Zealand began in 1872, when Brogdens were recruiting men to work on railway contracts in New Zealand. They were offering free transport and guaranteed work as navvies. Later, Clayden spent some time in New Zealand and wrote reports, which he sent to the Daily Mail and to the Labourers Chronicle. These were later published in a small booklet.(The England of the Pacific or New Zealand as an England Middle class Emigration Field).






Extracts from the Daily News 19 April 1873



Nelson is a highly picturesque region dotted over with every variety of wooden house. There is little pretension to order anywhere and enterprise appears to be unknown. Persons in easy circumstances own or occupy numerous pretty villas all along the mountain sides and valleys at their feet and sundry trades occupying shops in rough unrefined streets minister to their wants. The Emigration Barracks occupy a good site in Waimea Road, this shows the need for more workers.


Poverty appears to be unknown, a lot of fellows carting mould etc. received eight shillings for a day of eight hours work and actually struck the other day for an extra shilling- I am afraid their demand had to be gratified– the utter unreasonableness is at once seen when the price of provisions is remembered. (similar to that in England.)


I spent a few days at a 'bush' farm some twenty miles from Nelson City, the railway of a very elementary character took me about 17 miles of the distance and the good farmer conveyed me the other 3 in his primitive vehicle. It is a most romantic region. The house is a four-roomed shanty in a valley surrounded by lofty hills.


The farm consisted of about 1000 acres, we rode over it on horseback. After an hour's ride we came to a neighbouring farm-house where there were wild cherries.


Labourers on farms are very independent, they have their own homes and a small farm, a cow or two, a few sheep and three or four acres of land. They have plenty of food and of work on neighbouring farms.


Life is very material – all effort is spent in subjugating Nature, in clearing bush and so on. It is very different from England – there is need to spend time looking for stock for example I was struck by the farmer's appearance of being overworked and dreadfully poor. Their hard horny, shapeless fists betoken manual toil such as the English farmer is a total stranger to. It is the same with with the female portion of the family, due to the dearness and scarcity of labour. Milking, buttermaking and often worse fall to the lot of the wife and daughter, there are no servants. When asked if she did not find such a life dull the lady of the house replied,' Dull? I don't have time to think of such a thing'.


The ride by rail from Nelson to this bush region revealed a charming succession of seemingly prosperous farm homesteads. Richmond seems specially prosperous. Farms there had more of an English finish about them. Here there is plenty of work for farm labourers.
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High Hopes: The history of the Nelson Mineral Belt and New Zealand's first railway



by Mike Johnston



Available from booksellers or direct from the publishers, Nikau Press, PO Box 602, Nelson, at $37.95 (post-free)


After many publications as a professional geologist, the Society's former presidents has produced a very readable, detailed and thoroughly researched history of Nelson's eastern hills. Despite the outwardly barren appearance of these hills Mike Johnston establishes their surprisingly important contribution to the history of the wider region in this attractively produced book.


After a brief introduction to the area's unusual geology, the author begins with the exploitation of the Maitai argillite resource by the early Maori, and then gives serious attention to the heady Dun Mountain developments of the early 1860s. The author shows that while mineral. wealth was certainly seen as the answer to the region's lack of economic momentum, with the Dun Mountain and its railway being the most tangible expression of this, such 'high hopes' were never to be borne out.


In other chapters Mike Johnston traces the history of smaller developments between D'Urville Island and the Red Hills in the south, and explains the relics and remaining impressions on the landscape – a valuable exercise in itself. In many of these isolated localities it seems that the search for economic minerals would be one of the few excuses for human activity there!


The other big story of these hills, that of the mines of the upper Aniseed Valley, features in the latter part of the book. It is easy to forget that Nelson has had two (albeit short-lived) copper smelters, but here is a thought-provoking account of them – a human story of enterprise, folly and greed. With considerable detail, and colour the author has given us a firm feeling for the times.


An accomplished history is always such a pleasure to read. Works such as 'High Hopes 'have a double value – the first reading, of course, but also the later occasions when one returns to chapters of particular interest, or again picks up the book to settle a point of contention (or confusion!). This publication serves its historical purpose admirably, and is also an excellent guide to what can be seen on the ground today.


'High Hopes 'is a large, soft-bound book, complete with glossary, references and an index, and well illustrated, with over 100 photos, maps and facsimiles. If this is only the first of a number of local, histories that the author has in mind then we are most fortunate.




Steve Bagley
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