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From Discovery to Colonisation



By 
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144 pages with Index



Price 4/- (if posted 4/3)


Produced for the 1942 Centenary, the sale of this book was checked by the onset of the black-out, barbed-wire period of the Pacific War. Its publishers, Messrs A. G. Betts and Son Ltd., Nelson, have generously donated 500 copies to the Nelson Historical Society. The entire proceeds go to the Society's funds.



Get your copy from the N.H.S. Secretary, c/o Messrs Wilkins & Field, Hardy Street, Nelson, and help your Society along.


The Society aims to preserve all early records of Nelson and to this end will appreciate gifts of material such as:—




	1.
	N.Z. Company Publications.


	2.
	Nelson Provincial Council Publications.


	3.
	N.Z. Government Publications such as:—Gazettes, Hansards, Parliamentary Papers, etc.


	4.
	Old diaries, letters, etc.


	5.
	Early newspapers, cuttings, obituary notices, etc.


	6.
	Books and pamphlets published in Nelson or about Nelson and any publications having a reference to Nelson.


	7.
	Early maps, plans and sketches.


	8.
	Photographs, portraits, paintings, drawings of Nelson or Nelsonians.



The Society's rooms at the rear of the A. and N.Z. Bank, Hardy Street, entrance alongside Public Trust Office, are open on Fridays 10–12 noon, Monday and Tuesday evenings, 7.30 to 9.30.



Further copies of these Journals may be obtained from Nelson Historical Society Inc. c/o P.O. Box 12, Nelson. Price 3/-.
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Foreword



In this Issue of the Nelson Historical Society's Journal, No. 2, will be found five addresses that have been delivered at meetings of the Society, all the subjects, we believe, being of sufficient historical interest to be worthy of record.


Our Journal No. 1 apparently was very well received, both in New Zealand and Overseas, for we have received numerous requests for inclusion in our mailing lists from highly appreciated sources. It is our hope, by the co-operation of the many talented historical researchers in our area, to average at least one publication each year.


Our Society is steadily increasing its membership, but is still greatly hampered by the lack of a suitable permanent building for storing records and exhibits. We hear, all too frequently, of irreplaceable documents bearing on our early days being either lost or destroyed. Our committee, however, is very active in endeavouring to obtain such a building, and we are very hopeful of success.


I trust readers will find the contents of this publication both interesting and informative.





Lewis E. H. Baigent,

President.
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Centennial Preparations


By 
J. A. Harley


I have come before you to tell you some of those things which were done by the Early Settlers Memorial Association set up in 1936 by the Nelson Rotary Club, for the purpose of preparing for the Centenary of Nelson on the 1st February, 1942.


A large committee was established for the purpose of covering all phases of the centenary.




	1.
	To collect funds for a memorial. It was decided by the public of Nelson at meetings, and by the City Council, that the area of land comprising the Church Hill be re-organised and modernised and that on the Cawthron Steps be built a memorial feature, and the whole Hill to be dedicated to the memory of Nelson's first settlers. The Memorial Plaque was cut from marble by Mr William Trethewey, and the dais was also planned and built by him. The public of Nelson raised a substantial sum of money—I believe it was in the vicinity of £1900—which, together with the Government subsidy, enabled many stone walls to be built about the Hill, thus disposing of clay banks, and putting gardens behind the stone walls. It can be claimed fairly that the re-organising of this Hill created a beautiful memorial which is very much appreciated by the residents of the Nelson district.


	2.
	A select committee was established to endeavour to collect names of of all those persons who arrived in Nelson in the first ten years. There is a card index of these names, which is fairly complete, stored in the strongroom at Nelson Breweries Ltd.


	3.
	Another small committee was set up to secure photographs of as many of the first settlers as possible. It must be remembered that photography was not available until after 1855, hence many of the photographs of the first settlers are photographs of oils or drawings. There are some 200/300 of these photographs, all standard size roughly 6in × 4in, in a filing cabinet, again stored in Nelson Breweries strongroom.


	4.
	An attempt was made to secure interesting family history and biographical notes concerning first settlers and while much endeavour was made in this regard little authentic information was collected. It was found that the memory of old people was not reliable. As the result of this investigation there are two or three family histories filed with the other records in the Nelson Breweries strongroom.


	5.
	The Nelson Rotary Club has a sum of money, which I believe to be in the vicinity of £16, in trust, for the use of a similar organisation, which must be approved by the Nelson Rotary Club. The Early Settlers Memorial Association had planned to have a full scale dress rehearsal of the several salient features of the first settlers, namely:—



	1.
	Kaiteriteri—Captain Arthur Wakefield, his surveyors and workmen.


	2.
	Arrival in Nelson Harbour of Wakefield, his surveyors and workmen in the ships "Whitby," "Will Watch" and the brig, "Arrow." For the 1st February a large demonstration of the "Fifeshire" with the families of the surveyors and workmen and the first immigrants was planned.





Other minor celebrations were planned such as the flying of the British flag on Britannia Heights, commemorating the day on which William Songer flew the first flag.


War intervened and the Early Settlers Memorial Association members were requested by the Government to devote their energies to the raising of war funds and funds for patriotic purposes. This they did with some success.


Large scale plans for the celebration of Nelson's Centenary were put on one side, but all the items mentioned received recognition in token form, particularly the arrival at 
Kai-

teriteri of Wakefield, also his arrival at Wakefield Quay and the flying of the flag by Songer.


The next phase which I would like to discuss is the matter of Memorial Plaques to those early people who did so much for Nelson, and who were prominent in founding our first settlement.


I would refer firstly to the Abel Tasman Memorial erected above Ligar Bay in the Golden Bay area. It was first mooted that this concrete plinth with marble table should be erected on the Boulder Bank, but representation was made to Sir Joseph Heenan, then secretary of Internal Affairs, to put the memorial in close proximity to the spot where Tasman made his first contact with the natives. I believe the spot to be Wharewharangi Bay just inside Golden Bay from Separation Point. Sir Joseph kindly agreed that we should arrange for application to be made by residents of Takaka to have the memorial set up in their locality, and funds were collected. The Government played a very large part in the erection of this memorial and arranged a suitable dedication ceremony. This ceremony was attended by important official representatives of Government, Dutch Government, Local Bodies and others.


The next memorial plaque which I would refer to is that which marks the spot in Kaiteriteri where Wakefield, his surveyors and workmen first landed in the South Island, and where members of the Maori race inquisitively met them. This memorial takes the form of a drinking fountain in which water is collected for use by picnickers and has a suitable memorial tablet. The outstanding feature at the dedication of this memorial was the excellent speech by Mrs H. D. Bennett. She first made an oration in Maori and later gave the English interpretation. It is the finest speech I have ever heard made by a woman.


The next memorial plaque in order is that marking the spot where Wakefield first came ashore at the junction of Wakefield Quay and Rocks Road. This is a plain marble stone which states "Here Landed Captain Arthur Wakefield."


The third memorial plaque was erected by the settlers at Riwaka and is at the top of the rise of the road leading to Kaiteriteri Beach, where overlooking the Riwaka harbour is a Cairn built of local stone, in which is set the two flour stones which were the originals used in the grinding of flour in that district. This is a delightful memorial and is dedicated to the first immigrants.


Then on the Church Hill we have a bronze plaque marking the spot where Bishop Selwyn held his first Church of England service.


So far as I am aware these memorial plaques are the only ones in existence, but I believe two others should be established. I feel there should be a plaque dedicated to the memory of Pilot Cross the first man to enter Nelson Harbour, and I would suggest that it should be incorporated in the sea wall at Wakefield Quay adjacent to that dedicated to Wakefield. Then I believe that a prominent memorial to William Songer should mark the spot where the British flag first flew. A tree was planted to mark this site and there was a notice board in wood, which could still be there.


The next subject I would like to discuss briefly is the matter of the preservation of historic buildings.


There is only one building which I know of in the whole district which is original, and I have reason to believe it was built about the year 1855. This is the Methodist Church at Spring Grove. This building is in reasonable preservaton but is infested with borer, and the plaster over the mud on the walls is deteriorating in places and should be repaired. This building should be preserved. It would not be an expensive matter to restore this building so that it would last for many years.


There are few buildings which, in my opinion, are worth preservation. There is the home of H. E. Stephens at Stoke, and there is the mud house opposite the Brightwater Hotel which are two examples of property which should be investigated. Unfortunately modernisation and alterations have destroyed the original value of most old buildings.





Finally, I would like to state that the factual and readable history of Nelson being prepared by Mrs Ruth Allen is well under way. The script should be ready for consideration by the Nelson City Council within a year. The Nelson City Council undertook to provide the script at which stage consideration must be given to its publication.


I am very satisfied that we will have a very worthwhile history of Nelson.


Mrs Allen has been kind enough to supply me with the facts of early settlement in the Moutere Valley—a portion of our district in which I have been very interested over the years. This is very interesting and readable and I presented it at the Anzac Day Service at Upper Moutere, where it was favourably received by some 40 people attending the service.


I am very pleased to hand the Historical Society a copy of Mrs Allen's writings in this regard.


My speech has covered many phases of work which has been undertaken for the preservation of names associated with early Nelson, and I sincerely hope that it has given those present an appreciation that some work has been done, and will imbue the Nelson Historical Society with the desire to make further progress in implementing the aims and objects of the Society.
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Land Transport in the Early Days


By 
J. Newman


Research into this subject emphasised the scattered and disjointed nature of the Information available. I was early confronted with two questions: one, how, when and by whom were the tracks and roads made? two, why were they made in those particular localities? I would suggest that interesting topics for future talks would be "Pioneer Exploration," "Roading Surveys and Construction."


Let us first analyse types of transport in the century after 1842. The following arrangement sets out clearly and, I think, accurately the stages of development:—




	1.
	In the 1840's and at least to the 1930's, sea transport, coast-wise, reigned supreme.


	2.
	First decade, 1842–52, saw Shank's Pony prevailing.


	3.
	1850–70 was marked by common use of bullock drays.


	4.
	Overlapping, came horse wagons from 1860's to 1900's.


	5.
	1870–1914 was the period of coaches.


	6.
	By 1914 Service Cars and Trucks were dominating the carriage of passengers and freight.



As sea transport is clearly a specialised subject I intend to confine my remarks to inland transport as far as the outbreak of the First World War. Obviously the first exploratory trips inland were on foot. I need only refer you to the far-reaching explorations of Heaphy, Fox, Dobson and Brunner. The first settlers made extensive use of rivers; for example the chief means of access to the rural sections allotted by the New Zealand Company in the Waimeas was by boat to Cotterill's Landing, near the present Appleby Bridge. This landing was the base site for Cotterill's survey of the West Waimea block, and it was the supply point for most of the settlers on the plain.


Unfortunately other and larger rivers proved barriers to the speedy opening up of the Nelson area, because they ran athwart the main routes radiating from the settlement at Nelson city. The direction, and the turbulent nature of the Motueka, Takaka, Buller and Grey rivers, long proved handicaps. As far as the smaller streams are concerned it is important to remember that they were then 

much easier to navigate, being free from those shingle islands that followed from the erosion consequent on overextended burning of hillsides to produce pasture for sheep.


The most important factor in creating a demand for improved inland access was the discovery, in the late 1850's, of gold and minerals in Collingwood, the Pelorus Valley, West Coast, and Lyell. Thus the early '60's saw well-marked tracks up the Maitai from Nelson City and so over to Canvastown and the Pelorus, and routes to Murchison and Lyell, and from the West Coast to Lyell. The search for industrial metals, especially copper and chrome brought the Dun Mountain Coy., formed in London, 1856. Before the American Civil War had brought about the ending of its chrome market this company had built a tramway; this line carried on passenger conveyance from Nelson to the Port for many years after both copper and chrome freight had disappeared altogether—in fact until 1907—with a legal limit of 4 miles per hour.


We can sum up the first decade thus: a time of very restricted access between isolated settlements, each very much dependent on its own exertions for livelihood, amusements, entertainments; we note the large number of very localised race meetings at Hope, Motupipi, Wakefield, Murchison. Thus it is not surprising that the honour of opening up the series of almost annual invasions of Australian racecourses lies with Mr Redwood, who, in 1858, took a small team of three horses across the Tasman (each proving a winner), and who is deservedly hailed as the "Father of the New Zealand Turf." Naturally enough many settlers worked and died within the narrow confines of their one locality. I give this account from the past as illustrating the importance of the human foot during the first twenty years. The Rochefort Bros. were commissioned in 1859 by the Nelson Provincial Government to traverse the chief West Coast rivers. They, the first to do so, went by ship to Westport, then by canoe up the Buller some four miles above Lyell. Wrecked, they were rendered destitute of food and gear. So they walked back to Westport, crossing on their way the mountain ranges, and then turned north-east again over ranges, until they reached Collingwood, and then along the coast over more rugged hills till they reached Nelson. On their way from Lyell they met the two Mackays, half-starved, who had walked all the way from Jackson's Bay, had failed to hit Murchison via the Maruia Valley, had then struck for Collingwood, via Westport. The Mackays had been sent by Governor Gore Browne to buy 3½ million acres from the Coast Maoris—for 300 sovereigns.


From the 1860's the story is one of rapid progress, springing out of the sudden increase in population caused by the influx of miners, and also the timber industry. Thus, by the '70's it was possible to ride or drive eastwards to Blenheim, south-westwards to Murchison, both approximately eighty miles across the hills. Within the flat farming area of the Waimeas a discernible pattern of roads was appearing. But, for large and regular movement of passengers and goods from one part of the province to another sea transport still prevailed, especially in the absence of any form of really organised public transport overland. I would point out that mails and papers were distributed as, and when somebody happened to walk or ride in the requisite direction. These were the times when Mr W. C. Hodgson, Inspector for the Nelson Education Board, tramped far and wide across the hills and flats, from school to school, frequently dossing down in any conveniently placed shack; and many a lonely evening he spent writing poetry—or adding further paragraphs to his most comprehensive, and often very scathing official reports on schools, scholars and teachers.


Family history provides some insight into conditions in the '70's. In 1874 my father, Thomas Newman, at the age of 15. purchased a horse and dray, to carry firewood from Foxhill to Nelson, roughly 16 miles. His timetable ran like this: on the first day he went from home, at Brightwater, 8 miles, loaded the firewood, and returned home; on the second day he left Brightwater at 2 a.m., unloaded at Nelson, and returned home in the late evening, having covered 24 miles and earned up to 16 shillings.





Although the Waimeas had very localised services a few years previously, the first true stage coaches appeared in the later '70's. We note that Francis Holder ran from Foxhill Inn to Twist and Gay's stables in Tory Street until 1876, when the railhead reached Foxhill. Beyond the flats of the Waimeas, however, "roads" were still tracks—and farmers' produce and purchases continued to move largely in bullock drays and horse wagons until 1910. Some pioneers in the very early days of passenger-mail transport included: S. Haycock (Nelson-Riwaka), J. Thompson (Foxhill-Sherry River), and Newmans (Foxhill-Murchison). By 1890 Newmans catered for Richmond-Riwaka, Belgrove-Lyell, Reefton-West-port and Lyell; in 1887 the Nelson-Blenheim tri-weekly 80-mile run went through, over the two main divides in 11 hours, thus completing the Nelson-Blenheim run, the flat part of which, Blenheim to Havelock, had already been opened up by the Pickering coach ten years earlier.


The westward routes from Nelson were long argued. We note that it took years to decide on the more direct route, via Hope Saddle, 2040ft, and that until 1910, Murchison, being on the left bank of the river Buller was by-passed. It is, I feel, a significant pointer to the work of the early explorers that their early tracks remain very largely the modern routes. Originally, of course, the larger rivers were crossed by punts; and always the typically heavy rains that could be expected every now-and-again made normally shallow fords hazardous in crossing.


I would like to conclude this talk by summarising, very briefly, the part played by the Newman family in the development of Nelson transport. You are aware of the detailed histories that have been written, so I shall pick out just a few facts that may give a speedy over-all picture.


Thos. Newman and his 12-year-old son, William (my grandfather) arrived in the "Bolton," 15/3/1842, some six weeks after the first landings. By 1864 William was packing goods and freight from Canvastown to Nelson via the Maitai Valley; the same year one son, Harry, carted firewood into Nelson; another son, Thomas (my father) followed suit in 1873, being then some 14 years. In 1876 the two brothers carted wool from the huge Upper Wairau sheep stations to Blenheim, and it was in that year that their father, William, was drowned in the Wairau. They then contracted to cart crushers and stampers to the Owen river gold mines, using two six-horse teams—but the gold petered out very rapidly. Thus, by 1879, we find them running their first coach—having served their apprenticeship in firewood, timber, wool and mining machinery. Our first coach, built by Balme and Co. of Hardy Street, Nelson, on English lines, at a cost of £120, could not face up to local conditions. So Newmans turned to the "Cobb" coach, which, having been designed by Abbot and Co. of Concord, was also known as the "Concord". Freeman Cobb had taken this design to Melbourne, where the coach was known by his name. I must emphasise that, despite popular belief to the contrary, the "Cobb" was a "Concord". Its body was slung on six or eight heavy leather straps attached to iron jacks at each end of the coach; a king-pin in the front had the vital function of freeing the body from the front axle in the event of capsize. C. Cole took this type of coach to the Otago gold-fields in 1863.


For four and a half decades, from 1870 to 1914 the stage coach was supreme in inland carriage of passengers and mail within Nelson Province. And, as this talk draws to an end, I would emphasise this point—that practically in every case the securing of a mail contract marked the birth of some particular coach service, for, without some such contract coach services were uneconomic. It boils down does It not, to something very like the granting of an early form of subsidy to those living In isolated areas.


1914 ends the coaching era, though Nelson-Redwoods Valley till 1917 and Glenhope-Murchison till 1918 kept their runs; and 1914 may be taken as the beginning of motor transport. But contemporary developments in this sphere are so rapid that we must end by saying that the full history of the service car has still to unfold itself.
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Goldfields in the Upper Motueka and Buller Valleys


By 
J. N. W. Newport






In the early days of settlement vigorous efforts were made to find out what mineral deposits were in the country. It was some few years before gold was discovered but once it became known that gold deposits existed prospecting was carried out in many different localities. I intend to confine myself to the workings carried on in the various valleys at the heads of the Motueka and Buller Rivers. For the most Part these workings were not very extensive and could only be regarded as poor men's diggings.


I believe it would be correct to say that the gold prospectors were the real explorers of much of our back country but, unfortunately, gold seekers do not usually say where they have been or leave maps of the localities. With many of them it was a case of carrying a back-breaking load of provisions out over the mountains and not returning until they were short of food. News of a gold find would usually bring a "rush" of diggers. Many of them would not stay long but move off to see if some other find was better. The tracks which these men followed often led over steep mountain ranges but the lure of gold seemed to overcome the greatest obstacles. Hundreds of diggers passed backwards and forwards through Tophouse at the time of the various "rushes" to the Wakamarina and Buller workings. One lady who, as a girl, lived at Tophouse, wrote that she could remember the occasion when there were 100 diggers at Top-house for the night. The Wakamarina "rush" caused a great movement of gold seekers and at David Kerr's Blue Glen homestead, in the Upper Motupiko Valley, they had to try and provide meals for the hordes passing through from the Buller to Wakamarina. They had a stone oven in which 16 loaves were baked at a time. Some of the bread had to be cooked while the hungry diggers waited and then it was eaten hot, straight from the oven.


To get to the Wangapeka fields from the Wairau or Buller Valleys the diggers either climbed Mount Owen from near the head of the Tadmor Valley into the head of the Dart River or else they followed up the Owen Valley to the watershed and descended the streams running into the Wangapeka River. From the top of this saddle easy walking would lead to either Blue or Nuggety Creeks.


The gold in these areas came from many different geological formations, and experts could tell from which locality any particular specimen had come. While this does not come into our present study it is interesting to hear that the Baton gold always sold for a lower price as these dull little nuggets often contained sand. Wangapeka gold was of reef origin and many old prospectors spent most of their years trying to find the parent reef. That from Tadmor-Sherry was fine alluvial gold and was said to have been deposited by glacial action. That from deposits in the Upper Buller and Howard Rivers areas was in little chunky nuggets. The colour varied from place to place.


Gold at the Baton Valley was first worked about 1856. It was apparently first found by a runaway sailor boy, Batteyn Norman. His name was spelt B-a-t-t-e-y-n, and some few years later the surveyors' reports were referring to the district as B-a-t-t-e-n. Later it was simply spelt B-a-t-o-n. There were soon some hundreds of men working and the packing of provisions became a problem. Tracks for pack-horses were made up the rivers from Ngatimoti and also from the Upper Motueka Valley by way Tadmor and Wangapeka Plain. The old pack track over the Baton Saddle from Wangapeka is still visible. Pack bullocks were at one time used on the trip. John Taylor arrived in the Baton in 1859 after having spent four years on the Collingwood goldfields, and set up a store and hotel.





A new chum who went to the Baton diggings found that most of the ground near the stream was taken up already so he enquired where he could dig to get some gold. One miner pointed to a large rock in the riverbed and said, "You dig under that and you will find gold." Not knowing any better he did what he was told. He dug all round the rock and got gold, so he cleaned up the riverbed below and then cut some birch saplings and laid them in the river for skids. When ready some of the other men helped him to roll over the rock and skid it out of the way. There was good gold in the gravel beneath and, after all, he had the laugh on the other men, as he made enough money to buy a farm in the Motueka Valley.


While the particulars about the actual number of men working the claims are not now available it would be fairly correct to say that after the first enthusiasm had died down about fifty diggers remained on the field for quite a few years. Some took up land and became settlers and for many years there was a local school. A racecourse with hack meetings brought entrants from districts many miles away. By 1900 there were only a few old timers left at the diggings but in the slump of 1930 many subsidised diggers fossicked over old ground.


From the Baton some prospectors used to go, each summer, over the 4000ft Ogg's Pass from the Skeet stream into the Crowe and other streams on the Karamea side of the ranges. They would take swags of as much as a hundredweight and would not return until they were short of food. No doubt bird life would help to supply their larder. One of these diggers who had run out of food went into the Baton Hotel and said to Mrs Taylor's daughters, "Give me a feed and I will give you enough gold to buy a dress." Gold prospectors with experience both here and in Australia believed that the area near these streams at the head of the Karamea River was some of the most promising gold-bearing country that they had seen. In March, 1883, the Motueka Valley River Board voted £200 to be spent on the Baton-Karamea track.







Wangapeka


The Wangapeka gold was, discovered by prospectors either from or going to the Baton about 1859. In May, 1861, The Nelson Provincial Council voted the sum of £100 as a bonus to the person or persons who should discover a payable goldfield in the district of Wangapeka. This was subsequently claimed by William Griffiths, Henry Pilkington, Levi James and James Sharp, each of whom were paid £25 in July, 1862. With the discovery came rumours that gold could be obtained at the Wangapeka run simply by pulling up the grass and shaking the gold out of the roots. In actual fact the best gold bearing area was at Blue Creek and this meant that swags had to be carried through about 12 or 15 miles of bush to get there, as the track ended at Bush End, about 2 miles beyond the present Matariki settlement. This was the end of the open country and the start of the heavy bush in the Wangapeka Valley. Bush End soon became a miner's township with hotel, store and blacksmith's shop. Only about three-quarters of a mile of Blue Creek provided really payable gold but the remarkable thing about this creek is the fact that the ground has been dug over three times and payable gold has been found each time. Different floods had made what is known as "false bottoms" and the gold was at different levels.


In 1869 a reef was discovered at the Rolling River, well up the Wangapeka Valley. A man named Culliford took specimens into Nelson and asked to get the land protected. Apparently he was not taken seriously as he was allowed to buy the land under the Waste Lands Act. Diggers arrived from the Buller and surrounding fields and sat on the ground but were unable to touch it until the question of ownership was settled. The ensuing argument about land titles and legal procedure is a story on its own and does not concern us at the moment. Several quartz crushing companies were formed and machinery was taken to the locality. At the time people in Nelson believed that the golden age had arrived and that a goldmine was right on their doorstep. A railway was advocated and several different routes were suggested. The first at-
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tempt
 to work the reef was not successful. In 1887 Messrs Doran and Culliford again tried to work the reefs but were apparently no more successful. Only one stamper battery was erected and the other plants were left rusting on the hillsides. The transport of these plants calls for a little comment Bullock drays were used from Nelson to Bush End at the Wangapeka. From there it was sledged up the riverbeds and this must have been an extremely difficult task as the Wangapeka has a very rough bed with huge boulders. The last part of the journey was accomplished by the men carrying everything. One 12ft shaft said to weight about 4001bs was a problem and to get it round one rocky bluff corner one man had to carry it as only one man at a time could get round. The machinery was taken into very steep, difficult country.


At the Rolling River a mine township sprang up, complete with hotel, courthouse and lock-up. The timber was pitsawn on the site. The problem of meat supply was easily solved. A slaughter yard was erected and the stock was driven in and killed on the spot. The usual walking track to the goldfield was by way of Spooner's Range, over Pinchback hill from Motupiko to Tadmor and from Sherry River over a high hill to the Dart River. James Chandler erected an accommodation house at the Dart River and one of the terms of his license was that he had to put travellers safely across the river.


Each summer diggers from the Wangapeka field were in the habit of going over into the headwaters of the Karamea, Little Wanganui and Mohikinui Rivers and returning with parcels of gold. Transport of provisions was a definite handicap but various tracks were eventually made.


Regarding communications I have found that many suggestions regarding roads and railways were made at this time. In May, 1861, The Provincial Superintendent in his report to the Council stated that, "The road to the Wangapeka diggings at present in use is the old one over Spooner's Range from Foxhill to the Motueka Valley by way of Norris's Gully. A party is now employed in continuing this dray road up the Tadmor Valley, and across the Tadmor Range to the Sherry and Wangapeka plains; so that in about a month's time a dray road will be opened from Nelson to the head of the Wangapeka plain, within ten miles of the spot where the diggers are actually at work. This last ten miles will be opened as a bullock track in about a fortnight." The report continues by stating "that a new road, by which a saving of 14 miles in distance to the diggings will be effected, has been indicated and partly explored." This last refers to a blazed track made by Mr Skeet from Pigeon Valley through Stanley Brook to the mouth of the Wangapeka Valley. Small sums were granted for this road from time to time but the road by way of Spooner's Range remained the route. However, let me assure you that the road over Spooner's Range certainly was not the present State highway.


On July 16, 1863, Mr W. L. Wrey, Mineral Surveyor, gave a report on a suggested railway. "The only proper road for the main line is from Nelson by way of the Port, Richmond, Moutere, inlet or river mouth, across to the Motueka River, following its valley to the junction of the Wangapeka, thence through the Wangapeka Plain to the Rolling River and as far beyond as the same facility continues…the line is to all intents and purposes practically level…"


In October, 1869, James Burnett, a skilled colliery engineer, who was largly responsible for the development of the Buller coalfields, went to the Wangapeka to make a report on the goldreefs for the Provincial Council. In his report he made the following observation regarding access to the reef, "It might be well to consider whether, instead of making a cart road up the Wangapeka, a light tramway might not be constructed at a moderate price; wooden rails could be used in the first place. Should a tramway be made, it would be necesary to bridge the Dart River. This would not be needed for a cart road at present. Possibly the new wire railway might be sufficient for the ordinary traffic; but as heavy machinery will be required for quartz crushing, the wires 

will not be strong enough to carry it." Actually it was many years before the road up the valley was constructed.


The gold at Sherry River and Tadmor attracted a large number of diggers at various times. It is hard to say at just what period it was first discovered but gold was being worked on the Tadmor Hill in 1862. Small "rushes" took place from time to time. Of course gold here was regarded as being in the Wangapeka goldfield and consequqently little official information is available. In the "Hand book of New Zealand Mines, 1887." the yield of the entire Wangapeka goldfield area was then put as being about 400ozs to 700ozs per annum. It further stated that the more easily worked parts of the field had been exhausted. In the Sherry River-Wangapeka Plain district many sluicing claims have been worked at various times over the years. In some oases the water was brought in races for about 5 miles to the claims. One very ambitious scheme was a project to bring water from the Dart River in the Wangapeka Valley to a claim in a creek which ran into the Sherry River. A property owner put all the obstacles he could in the way of the scheme, even to building his house so that it would prevent the race being put through his land. On the hill between the Tadmor and Sherry Rivers the difficulty was to get a good enough supply of water to work the pay dirt. In one instance claim holders set out to dig a race for several miles to bring water from the Tadmor River to their workings. After digging most of the race they were beated by an outcrop of very hard rock which prevented the completion of the project.


Just south of the Tadmor village there was a very large bend in the river nearly half a mile from its present course. In the 1870's a large flood caused it to burst through the native bush on the flat and make a new course further to the west. When the river washed down to the papa outcrops, gold was discovered and in 1877 many people flocked to this "rush." Diggers left the Wangapeka to come to the new field, but after a short time only about 100 men were working there, and in eighteen months only a few married men were left. It is an interesting fact that the gold diggers were largely responsible for the Tadmor school being started then. There were not sufficient children belonging to the settlers to get a teacher appointed but with the influx of children belonging to miners a school was quite justified. To get the required number of pupils, children from four years old to people in their teens were enrolled. In Tadmor and the surrounding districts some of the diggers took up land and became settlers and part-time gold seekers. When the goldfields petered out there were hard times for the people. Gold diggers are not usually the type to become settlers or to take care of their earnings. Their gold usually finds its way to the nearest tavern where they have a "jolly good spree." However, there were some who earned enough on the diggings to purchase a bit of land and then, as part-time diggers, enough to keep things going along while the bush was being felled and the land grassed. Some of the present settlers are descendants of these pioneers.


Gold-bearing rock at the Owen was first reported in 1864 when a specimen of conglomerate was brought into Nelson and some very satisfactory assay tests made. In the early 1880's gold-bearing reefs were found and claims were taken up with the idea of working the field. In March, 1885, five of the interested men went as a deputation to wait on the Hon. W. J. M. Larnach. Minister of Mines in the Stout Government, with the object of obtaining a grant for the making of a road to the Owen reefs sufficiently good to enable machinery to be taken to the various claims. The Minister expressed himself well pleased and took the opportunity of wishing the plucky prospectors every success, adding, what was more to the purpose, that if funds were available the Government would hand over to the Inangahua County Council the sum of £300 towards the expense of making the road.


Further findings of auriferous quartz at the Owen River were made in 1886, the discovery being made from seven to ten miles up the Owen River from its junction with the Buller River.


The high hopes that a valuable mining field had been located led to the 

forming of a number of companies. Claims were pegged, a township was laid out, and quite a large settlement sprang into being. Within a year a two-storied fifteen-roomed hotel was built at a cost of £2000, and a number of other large buildings had either been erected or were in the course of construction.


The Enterprise Company went into a vigorous development policy and built a battery of ten stamps, while another company with a capital of £6000 was formed to provide the field with a battery of twenty heads of stamps. The Enterprise plant was completed and crushing commenced towards the end of 1887 or early 1888. The results of the crushing were not at all satisfactory as the clean-up from 720 tons crushed gave only 72ozs of gold, equal to 2dwt per ton.


Some of the claims were not worked at all as most of the stone was on the surface and the deposits were very broken. Drives put through some of the outcrops failed to give a lead to the continuity of the reef. Actually the outcrops were simply large blocks which had broken away from the mother reef in some earlier age. Some alluvial gold was won from creeks in the valley, while galena, from reefs there, was taken away for treatment; but the reefs were not worked.


The Owen reefs are in the same line of hills as the reefs in the Wangapeka and probably have some connection.


The road into the Owen went over a low saddle about three miles on the Nelson side of the present Owen Hotel. The present road following up the Owen Valley from the river junction was built much more recently.



Gold in the Howard and Upper Buller Rivers. In January, 1860, Von Haast reported the discovery of gold on the Rotoiti River where it enters the Devil's Grip, in the Rotoroa and in the Buller "in such quantities as I think will pay for digging." Within a few years gold was being won in the Buller Valley and the track through here was in constant use. There was a good deal of prospecting done in the vicinity of the Howard River and Lake Station but gold was not found in payable quantities. However, early in 1915 great excitement was caused by the discovery of coarse gold in the Howard Valley and a small rush took place there. About sixty men were soon digging at the head of Louis Creek which was being worked from end to end. The wash was very shallow and consisted of large stones resting on a soft granite bottom and filled in with fine gravel. The gold, which was coarse, was found lying on the granite and stuck in small crevices. In many cases the gold was saved not in sluice boxes but by picking it up with a pocket knife after moving the stones and washing the bottom. A report from the Mines Inspector six months later stated that there were one hundred and fifty men employed and all appeared to be satisfied with their earnings. However, he stated that it could only be regarded as a poor man's field. Within a few years it had declined to the position where only a few lone miners were still working.


One of these diggers who stayed on went to a foundry and had a large hooked rake made so that he could use a bullock team to drag the large boulders out of the stream to get at the pay wash underneath.


Most of the creeks in the Upper Motupiko and Rainy River areas were prospected and limited amounts of gold were won from the creeks. One of the most notable was Chinaman's Gully, so named on account of the Chinese diggers who worked there for some years. It has had quite a varied history and was again worked under the subsidised scheme during slump time. Digger's Creek, nearer Tophouse and Prospector's Creek in the Rainy were so named on account of the gold seekers working there. It was in these hills between Tophouse and Glenhope that the well-known figure, George Moonlight, was prospecting when he was lost. I have talked with people who helped in the search for him. When found dead in a valley near Glenhope he had a walking stick, which he had cut, with him. It is thought that he must have taken ill and was using the stick to help himself along so as to get to the accommodation house at the foot of the Hope Saddle. Normally he would have been unwilling to use a walking stick at all.






The Wangapeka Gold Dredge. In the 1890's there was a gold dredge boom in New Zealand and likely areas were being prospected for this purpose. The only one to be erected in our particular area was that owned by the Wangapeka Gold Dredging Company, floated in Dunedin with a capital of £21,000. A glowing prospectus was sent out and in the course of time the dredge was assembled in the Wangapeka riverbed near the confluence of the Sherry River. In 1903 it commenced operations but almost immediately difficulties were encountered. It was dismantled to fit a longer ladder and an up-to-date elevator so that they could work to a greater depth and keep the tailings clear of the dredge However, after working for a short time the venture was wound Up and the dredge machinery was sent to Malaya for dredging for tin. The steam boiler had used firewood for fuel but during the time that the plant was working a seam of brown coal nearby was opened up and this was used for firing.



Subsidised gold prospecting and digging during the slump, 1931. One of the few redeeming features of the economic crisis was the reversal of the relationship between the price of gold and the cost of winning it, making it one of the few products which stood at a premium. Revived interest in the old gold workings naturally followed. At first these goldflelds saw great activity and large quantities of gold were won. In time, however, the gold became harder to get, costs rose and the price of gold fell. The ultimate result was that, although extensive deposits of gold were believed to exist, efforts to discover and work them gradually languished.


The Nelson district came within the scope of the Unemployment Board's scheme to assist unemployed men to go gold digging. They received the payment of £1/10/- for married men and 15/- per week for single men for prospecting in approved Iocalitiles, the men being required to provide the necessary equipment. The men retained the proceeds of the gold won, with the proviso, however, that when such proceeds reached a certain weekly figure the payment was reduced or discontinued. A subsidiary scheme was to send out self-contained parties under the leadership of experienced miners or prospectors to approved areas where no direct supervision could be maintained. I believe it would be correct to say that there were more people on the gold diggings during the slump than there had been for 50 years previously. In the Baton Valley there was quite a little activity and some men had quite satisfactory results. In the early days the diggers had put a row of stones down the middle of the creek so as to divert the water either side as required to work the creek bed. It was found that the shingle under the row of stones had never been worked. In the Wangapeka about 120 or so, some with their wives and families, were working. The school was re-opened and it was quite a busy valley. One big job of work which was undertaken as an employment measure was the opening up of the old track into the Crowe River on the Karamea side of the mountain. This track over Kiwi Saddle, like many others, had been wrecked in the Murchison earthquake in 1929.


Workings in the Howard Valley and at Maud Creek near Lake Station were the scenes of much renewed activity when subsidised parties started working there. There was native bush near at hand and the men made their own bush whares for the winter with axe-hewn timber. Possibly some of them made good money but they certainly earned it, as they were working in wet muddy conditions all the time. Gold digging, though hard, holds an unfailing interest for those engaged in it. It has a sustaining effect on a person's Independence of spirit, and in this case gave the men some opportunity of financial independence.



Galena reefs at the Wangapeka. In 1911 George Von Belle found reefs in the spur between Blue and Nuggety Creeks in the Wangapeka. A drive was put into the hill for 150 feet and other formations were prospected but without satisfactory results. The Blue Creek Syndicate was formed about the same time to work on a reef near Von Belle's. This showed a higher mineral content but the project was not proceeded with.





In 1917 The Colossus Company started working a reef near the same locality and put a drive in for 250ft. A small battery was brought to the field but it was not erected. It was during these ventures in the present century that the road was made right up into the Wangapeka Valley.


In the late 1920's coal seams in the Clarke Valley, a tributary of the Baton, were prospected and small mines operated during the 1930's but these were eventually abandoned.


In conclusion, I should like to point out that gold diggers had to buy a miner's right which granted them various privileges. On occasions prospectors would jealously uphold these privileges and demand the concessions which they believed they were entitled to. One of the strangest uses I have heard miner's right being used for was at a school committee election. Rival factions were each trying to sway the election and get their particular party elected. To decide the issue beyond doubt one section took out miner's rights for each of the family and they then had the privilege of voting as householders.
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In the early days of settlement vigorous efforts were made to find out what mineral deposits were in the country. It was some few years before gold was discovered but once it became known that gold deposits existed prospecting was carried out in many different localities. I intend to confine myself to the workings carried on in the various valleys at the heads of the Motueka and Buller Rivers. For the most Part these workings were not very extensive and could only be regarded as poor men's diggings.


I believe it would be correct to say that the gold prospectors were the real explorers of much of our back country but, unfortunately, gold seekers do not usually say where they have been or leave maps of the localities. With many of them it was a case of carrying a back-breaking load of provisions out over the mountains and not returning until they were short of food. News of a gold find would usually bring a "rush" of diggers. Many of them would not stay long but move off to see if some other find was better. The tracks which these men followed often led over steep mountain ranges but the lure of gold seemed to overcome the greatest obstacles. Hundreds of diggers passed backwards and forwards through Tophouse at the time of the various "rushes" to the Wakamarina and Buller workings. One lady who, as a girl, lived at Tophouse, wrote that she could remember the occasion when there were 100 diggers at Top-house for the night. The Wakamarina "rush" caused a great movement of gold seekers and at David Kerr's Blue Glen homestead, in the Upper Motupiko Valley, they had to try and provide meals for the hordes passing through from the Buller to Wakamarina. They had a stone oven in which 16 loaves were baked at a time. Some of the bread had to be cooked while the hungry diggers waited and then it was eaten hot, straight from the oven.


To get to the Wangapeka fields from the Wairau or Buller Valleys the diggers either climbed Mount Owen from near the head of the Tadmor Valley into the head of the Dart River or else they followed up the Owen Valley to the watershed and descended the streams running into the Wangapeka River. From the top of this saddle easy walking would lead to either Blue or Nuggety Creeks.


The gold in these areas came from many different geological formations, and experts could tell from which locality any particular specimen had come. While this does not come into our present study it is interesting to hear that the Baton gold always sold for a lower price as these dull little nuggets often contained sand. Wangapeka gold was of reef origin and many old prospectors spent most of their years trying to find the parent reef. That from Tadmor-Sherry was fine alluvial gold and was said to have been deposited by glacial action. That from deposits in the Upper Buller and Howard Rivers areas was in little chunky nuggets. The colour varied from place to place.


Gold at the Baton Valley was first worked about 1856. It was apparently first found by a runaway sailor boy, Batteyn Norman. His name was spelt B-a-t-t-e-y-n, and some few years later the surveyors' reports were referring to the district as B-a-t-t-e-n. Later it was simply spelt B-a-t-o-n. There were soon some hundreds of men working and the packing of provisions became a problem. Tracks for pack-horses were made up the rivers from Ngatimoti and also from the Upper Motueka Valley by way Tadmor and Wangapeka Plain. The old pack track over the Baton Saddle from Wangapeka is still visible. Pack bullocks were at one time used on the trip. John Taylor arrived in the Baton in 1859 after having spent four years on the Collingwood goldfields, and set up a store and hotel.





A new chum who went to the Baton diggings found that most of the ground near the stream was taken up already so he enquired where he could dig to get some gold. One miner pointed to a large rock in the riverbed and said, "You dig under that and you will find gold." Not knowing any better he did what he was told. He dug all round the rock and got gold, so he cleaned up the riverbed below and then cut some birch saplings and laid them in the river for skids. When ready some of the other men helped him to roll over the rock and skid it out of the way. There was good gold in the gravel beneath and, after all, he had the laugh on the other men, as he made enough money to buy a farm in the Motueka Valley.


While the particulars about the actual number of men working the claims are not now available it would be fairly correct to say that after the first enthusiasm had died down about fifty diggers remained on the field for quite a few years. Some took up land and became settlers and for many years there was a local school. A racecourse with hack meetings brought entrants from districts many miles away. By 1900 there were only a few old timers left at the diggings but in the slump of 1930 many subsidised diggers fossicked over old ground.


From the Baton some prospectors used to go, each summer, over the 4000ft Ogg's Pass from the Skeet stream into the Crowe and other streams on the Karamea side of the ranges. They would take swags of as much as a hundredweight and would not return until they were short of food. No doubt bird life would help to supply their larder. One of these diggers who had run out of food went into the Baton Hotel and said to Mrs Taylor's daughters, "Give me a feed and I will give you enough gold to buy a dress." Gold prospectors with experience both here and in Australia believed that the area near these streams at the head of the Karamea River was some of the most promising gold-bearing country that they had seen. In March, 1883, the Motueka Valley River Board voted £200 to be spent on the Baton-Karamea track.
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Wangapeka


The Wangapeka gold was, discovered by prospectors either from or going to the Baton about 1859. In May, 1861, The Nelson Provincial Council voted the sum of £100 as a bonus to the person or persons who should discover a payable goldfield in the district of Wangapeka. This was subsequently claimed by William Griffiths, Henry Pilkington, Levi James and James Sharp, each of whom were paid £25 in July, 1862. With the discovery came rumours that gold could be obtained at the Wangapeka run simply by pulling up the grass and shaking the gold out of the roots. In actual fact the best gold bearing area was at Blue Creek and this meant that swags had to be carried through about 12 or 15 miles of bush to get there, as the track ended at Bush End, about 2 miles beyond the present Matariki settlement. This was the end of the open country and the start of the heavy bush in the Wangapeka Valley. Bush End soon became a miner's township with hotel, store and blacksmith's shop. Only about three-quarters of a mile of Blue Creek provided really payable gold but the remarkable thing about this creek is the fact that the ground has been dug over three times and payable gold has been found each time. Different floods had made what is known as "false bottoms" and the gold was at different levels.


In 1869 a reef was discovered at the Rolling River, well up the Wangapeka Valley. A man named Culliford took specimens into Nelson and asked to get the land protected. Apparently he was not taken seriously as he was allowed to buy the land under the Waste Lands Act. Diggers arrived from the Buller and surrounding fields and sat on the ground but were unable to touch it until the question of ownership was settled. The ensuing argument about land titles and legal procedure is a story on its own and does not concern us at the moment. Several quartz crushing companies were formed and machinery was taken to the locality. At the time people in Nelson believed that the golden age had arrived and that a goldmine was right on their doorstep. A railway was advocated and several different routes were suggested. The first at-
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tempt
 to work the reef was not successful. In 1887 Messrs Doran and Culliford again tried to work the reefs but were apparently no more successful. Only one stamper battery was erected and the other plants were left rusting on the hillsides. The transport of these plants calls for a little comment Bullock drays were used from Nelson to Bush End at the Wangapeka. From there it was sledged up the riverbeds and this must have been an extremely difficult task as the Wangapeka has a very rough bed with huge boulders. The last part of the journey was accomplished by the men carrying everything. One 12ft shaft said to weight about 4001bs was a problem and to get it round one rocky bluff corner one man had to carry it as only one man at a time could get round. The machinery was taken into very steep, difficult country.


At the Rolling River a mine township sprang up, complete with hotel, courthouse and lock-up. The timber was pitsawn on the site. The problem of meat supply was easily solved. A slaughter yard was erected and the stock was driven in and killed on the spot. The usual walking track to the goldfield was by way of Spooner's Range, over Pinchback hill from Motupiko to Tadmor and from Sherry River over a high hill to the Dart River. James Chandler erected an accommodation house at the Dart River and one of the terms of his license was that he had to put travellers safely across the river.


Each summer diggers from the Wangapeka field were in the habit of going over into the headwaters of the Karamea, Little Wanganui and Mohikinui Rivers and returning with parcels of gold. Transport of provisions was a definite handicap but various tracks were eventually made.


Regarding communications I have found that many suggestions regarding roads and railways were made at this time. In May, 1861, The Provincial Superintendent in his report to the Council stated that, "The road to the Wangapeka diggings at present in use is the old one over Spooner's Range from Foxhill to the Motueka Valley by way of Norris's Gully. A party is now employed in continuing this dray road up the Tadmor Valley, and across the Tadmor Range to the Sherry and Wangapeka plains; so that in about a month's time a dray road will be opened from Nelson to the head of the Wangapeka plain, within ten miles of the spot where the diggers are actually at work. This last ten miles will be opened as a bullock track in about a fortnight." The report continues by stating "that a new road, by which a saving of 14 miles in distance to the diggings will be effected, has been indicated and partly explored." This last refers to a blazed track made by Mr Skeet from Pigeon Valley through Stanley Brook to the mouth of the Wangapeka Valley. Small sums were granted for this road from time to time but the road by way of Spooner's Range remained the route. However, let me assure you that the road over Spooner's Range certainly was not the present State highway.


On July 16, 1863, Mr W. L. Wrey, Mineral Surveyor, gave a report on a suggested railway. "The only proper road for the main line is from Nelson by way of the Port, Richmond, Moutere, inlet or river mouth, across to the Motueka River, following its valley to the junction of the Wangapeka, thence through the Wangapeka Plain to the Rolling River and as far beyond as the same facility continues…the line is to all intents and purposes practically level…"


In October, 1869, James Burnett, a skilled colliery engineer, who was largly responsible for the development of the Buller coalfields, went to the Wangapeka to make a report on the goldreefs for the Provincial Council. In his report he made the following observation regarding access to the reef, "It might be well to consider whether, instead of making a cart road up the Wangapeka, a light tramway might not be constructed at a moderate price; wooden rails could be used in the first place. Should a tramway be made, it would be necesary to bridge the Dart River. This would not be needed for a cart road at present. Possibly the new wire railway might be sufficient for the ordinary traffic; but as heavy machinery will be required for quartz crushing, the wires 

will not be strong enough to carry it." Actually it was many years before the road up the valley was constructed.


The gold at Sherry River and Tadmor attracted a large number of diggers at various times. It is hard to say at just what period it was first discovered but gold was being worked on the Tadmor Hill in 1862. Small "rushes" took place from time to time. Of course gold here was regarded as being in the Wangapeka goldfield and consequqently little official information is available. In the "Hand book of New Zealand Mines, 1887." the yield of the entire Wangapeka goldfield area was then put as being about 400ozs to 700ozs per annum. It further stated that the more easily worked parts of the field had been exhausted. In the Sherry River-Wangapeka Plain district many sluicing claims have been worked at various times over the years. In some oases the water was brought in races for about 5 miles to the claims. One very ambitious scheme was a project to bring water from the Dart River in the Wangapeka Valley to a claim in a creek which ran into the Sherry River. A property owner put all the obstacles he could in the way of the scheme, even to building his house so that it would prevent the race being put through his land. On the hill between the Tadmor and Sherry Rivers the difficulty was to get a good enough supply of water to work the pay dirt. In one instance claim holders set out to dig a race for several miles to bring water from the Tadmor River to their workings. After digging most of the race they were beated by an outcrop of very hard rock which prevented the completion of the project.


Just south of the Tadmor village there was a very large bend in the river nearly half a mile from its present course. In the 1870's a large flood caused it to burst through the native bush on the flat and make a new course further to the west. When the river washed down to the papa outcrops, gold was discovered and in 1877 many people flocked to this "rush." Diggers left the Wangapeka to come to the new field, but after a short time only about 100 men were working there, and in eighteen months only a few married men were left. It is an interesting fact that the gold diggers were largely responsible for the Tadmor school being started then. There were not sufficient children belonging to the settlers to get a teacher appointed but with the influx of children belonging to miners a school was quite justified. To get the required number of pupils, children from four years old to people in their teens were enrolled. In Tadmor and the surrounding districts some of the diggers took up land and became settlers and part-time gold seekers. When the goldfields petered out there were hard times for the people. Gold diggers are not usually the type to become settlers or to take care of their earnings. Their gold usually finds its way to the nearest tavern where they have a "jolly good spree." However, there were some who earned enough on the diggings to purchase a bit of land and then, as part-time diggers, enough to keep things going along while the bush was being felled and the land grassed. Some of the present settlers are descendants of these pioneers.


Gold-bearing rock at the Owen was first reported in 1864 when a specimen of conglomerate was brought into Nelson and some very satisfactory assay tests made. In the early 1880's gold-bearing reefs were found and claims were taken up with the idea of working the field. In March, 1885, five of the interested men went as a deputation to wait on the Hon. W. J. M. Larnach. Minister of Mines in the Stout Government, with the object of obtaining a grant for the making of a road to the Owen reefs sufficiently good to enable machinery to be taken to the various claims. The Minister expressed himself well pleased and took the opportunity of wishing the plucky prospectors every success, adding, what was more to the purpose, that if funds were available the Government would hand over to the Inangahua County Council the sum of £300 towards the expense of making the road.


Further findings of auriferous quartz at the Owen River were made in 1886, the discovery being made from seven to ten miles up the Owen River from its junction with the Buller River.


The high hopes that a valuable mining field had been located led to the 

forming of a number of companies. Claims were pegged, a township was laid out, and quite a large settlement sprang into being. Within a year a two-storied fifteen-roomed hotel was built at a cost of £2000, and a number of other large buildings had either been erected or were in the course of construction.


The Enterprise Company went into a vigorous development policy and built a battery of ten stamps, while another company with a capital of £6000 was formed to provide the field with a battery of twenty heads of stamps. The Enterprise plant was completed and crushing commenced towards the end of 1887 or early 1888. The results of the crushing were not at all satisfactory as the clean-up from 720 tons crushed gave only 72ozs of gold, equal to 2dwt per ton.


Some of the claims were not worked at all as most of the stone was on the surface and the deposits were very broken. Drives put through some of the outcrops failed to give a lead to the continuity of the reef. Actually the outcrops were simply large blocks which had broken away from the mother reef in some earlier age. Some alluvial gold was won from creeks in the valley, while galena, from reefs there, was taken away for treatment; but the reefs were not worked.


The Owen reefs are in the same line of hills as the reefs in the Wangapeka and probably have some connection.


The road into the Owen went over a low saddle about three miles on the Nelson side of the present Owen Hotel. The present road following up the Owen Valley from the river junction was built much more recently.



Gold in the Howard and Upper Buller Rivers. In January, 1860, Von Haast reported the discovery of gold on the Rotoiti River where it enters the Devil's Grip, in the Rotoroa and in the Buller "in such quantities as I think will pay for digging." Within a few years gold was being won in the Buller Valley and the track through here was in constant use. There was a good deal of prospecting done in the vicinity of the Howard River and Lake Station but gold was not found in payable quantities. However, early in 1915 great excitement was caused by the discovery of coarse gold in the Howard Valley and a small rush took place there. About sixty men were soon digging at the head of Louis Creek which was being worked from end to end. The wash was very shallow and consisted of large stones resting on a soft granite bottom and filled in with fine gravel. The gold, which was coarse, was found lying on the granite and stuck in small crevices. In many cases the gold was saved not in sluice boxes but by picking it up with a pocket knife after moving the stones and washing the bottom. A report from the Mines Inspector six months later stated that there were one hundred and fifty men employed and all appeared to be satisfied with their earnings. However, he stated that it could only be regarded as a poor man's field. Within a few years it had declined to the position where only a few lone miners were still working.


One of these diggers who stayed on went to a foundry and had a large hooked rake made so that he could use a bullock team to drag the large boulders out of the stream to get at the pay wash underneath.


Most of the creeks in the Upper Motupiko and Rainy River areas were prospected and limited amounts of gold were won from the creeks. One of the most notable was Chinaman's Gully, so named on account of the Chinese diggers who worked there for some years. It has had quite a varied history and was again worked under the subsidised scheme during slump time. Digger's Creek, nearer Tophouse and Prospector's Creek in the Rainy were so named on account of the gold seekers working there. It was in these hills between Tophouse and Glenhope that the well-known figure, George Moonlight, was prospecting when he was lost. I have talked with people who helped in the search for him. When found dead in a valley near Glenhope he had a walking stick, which he had cut, with him. It is thought that he must have taken ill and was using the stick to help himself along so as to get to the accommodation house at the foot of the Hope Saddle. Normally he would have been unwilling to use a walking stick at all.






The Wangapeka Gold Dredge. In the 1890's there was a gold dredge boom in New Zealand and likely areas were being prospected for this purpose. The only one to be erected in our particular area was that owned by the Wangapeka Gold Dredging Company, floated in Dunedin with a capital of £21,000. A glowing prospectus was sent out and in the course of time the dredge was assembled in the Wangapeka riverbed near the confluence of the Sherry River. In 1903 it commenced operations but almost immediately difficulties were encountered. It was dismantled to fit a longer ladder and an up-to-date elevator so that they could work to a greater depth and keep the tailings clear of the dredge However, after working for a short time the venture was wound Up and the dredge machinery was sent to Malaya for dredging for tin. The steam boiler had used firewood for fuel but during the time that the plant was working a seam of brown coal nearby was opened up and this was used for firing.



Subsidised gold prospecting and digging during the slump, 1931. One of the few redeeming features of the economic crisis was the reversal of the relationship between the price of gold and the cost of winning it, making it one of the few products which stood at a premium. Revived interest in the old gold workings naturally followed. At first these goldflelds saw great activity and large quantities of gold were won. In time, however, the gold became harder to get, costs rose and the price of gold fell. The ultimate result was that, although extensive deposits of gold were believed to exist, efforts to discover and work them gradually languished.


The Nelson district came within the scope of the Unemployment Board's scheme to assist unemployed men to go gold digging. They received the payment of £1/10/- for married men and 15/- per week for single men for prospecting in approved Iocalitiles, the men being required to provide the necessary equipment. The men retained the proceeds of the gold won, with the proviso, however, that when such proceeds reached a certain weekly figure the payment was reduced or discontinued. A subsidiary scheme was to send out self-contained parties under the leadership of experienced miners or prospectors to approved areas where no direct supervision could be maintained. I believe it would be correct to say that there were more people on the gold diggings during the slump than there had been for 50 years previously. In the Baton Valley there was quite a little activity and some men had quite satisfactory results. In the early days the diggers had put a row of stones down the middle of the creek so as to divert the water either side as required to work the creek bed. It was found that the shingle under the row of stones had never been worked. In the Wangapeka about 120 or so, some with their wives and families, were working. The school was re-opened and it was quite a busy valley. One big job of work which was undertaken as an employment measure was the opening up of the old track into the Crowe River on the Karamea side of the mountain. This track over Kiwi Saddle, like many others, had been wrecked in the Murchison earthquake in 1929.


Workings in the Howard Valley and at Maud Creek near Lake Station were the scenes of much renewed activity when subsidised parties started working there. There was native bush near at hand and the men made their own bush whares for the winter with axe-hewn timber. Possibly some of them made good money but they certainly earned it, as they were working in wet muddy conditions all the time. Gold digging, though hard, holds an unfailing interest for those engaged in it. It has a sustaining effect on a person's Independence of spirit, and in this case gave the men some opportunity of financial independence.



Galena reefs at the Wangapeka. In 1911 George Von Belle found reefs in the spur between Blue and Nuggety Creeks in the Wangapeka. A drive was put into the hill for 150 feet and other formations were prospected but without satisfactory results. The Blue Creek Syndicate was formed about the same time to work on a reef near Von Belle's. This showed a higher mineral content but the project was not proceeded with.





In 1917 The Colossus Company started working a reef near the same locality and put a drive in for 250ft. A small battery was brought to the field but it was not erected. It was during these ventures in the present century that the road was made right up into the Wangapeka Valley.


In the late 1920's coal seams in the Clarke Valley, a tributary of the Baton, were prospected and small mines operated during the 1930's but these were eventually abandoned.


In conclusion, I should like to point out that gold diggers had to buy a miner's right which granted them various privileges. On occasions prospectors would jealously uphold these privileges and demand the concessions which they believed they were entitled to. One of the strangest uses I have heard miner's right being used for was at a school committee election. Rival factions were each trying to sway the election and get their particular party elected. To decide the issue beyond doubt one section took out miner's rights for each of the family and they then had the privilege of voting as householders.
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An Early Incident


By 
L. E. H. Baigent


Passing along Rutherford Street, Nelson, recently, I noticed some demoltion work being done on No. 130, and this brought back vivid memories of the man who lived on this site some 65 years ago. This man, by name Blicker, had, over the span of several years, caused very considerable worry and financial loss to individuals and groups in our Nelson community.


Of German extraction, Blicker was a very secretive, morose type; a widower, he lived by himself, his working hours devoted to his trade as a bricklayer and plasterer. The house, No. 130, which he built for himself, was a two-storey brick building, heavily decorated; a striking feature was the pair of four-foot images of Joseph and Mary set in recesses on either side of the front door. The street frontage was a large brick wall, with unusually wide steps leading up through the central portion; these steps led to a circular pond, again in brick, with a fountain playing in the centre. And a flight of steps led along the side of the house. Another point we shall have to remember was that at the back of the house, which was fairly high above Rutherford Street, there was a brick-paved yard, with two sheds on the southern side, effectively blocking any view of the yard from the street below. From this yard a flight of brick steps led steeply up the rear bank. About two-thirds of the way up this flight, a side flight of steps led around into a set-back portion of the house wall—and, be it noted, suddenly ended alongside an upstairs window.


Our master-bricklayer, over the years, became more and more a recluse; more and more morose; more and more difficult to approach without evoking tirades against the community in general and against those who built in wood (such a perishable material) or in concrete.


At this time the community was alarmed and dismayed by a series of disastrous, inexplicable fires. Some of us may remember that fire razed the newly-completed Central School, the large skating rink that once provided enjoyment in Rutherford Street, the original Hampden Street School, and quite a number of recently built dwellings. A fire in the office of the "Colonist" newspaper (now the site of R. W. Stiles and Co.) was put out in time.


It was soon obvious that these fires were not accidental. The police, 
dur-

ing their investigations, found, while inspecting those two sheds of Blicker's backyard, a number of sacks of shavings and more tins of kerosene than would normally be required by an old man living on his own.


Suspicions had to be supported, however, by more definite information; and so for several weeks constables were Hidden near these sheds, and in the stables across Rutherford Street (where Baigent's timber area now stands). The police authorities, however, were completely baffled by the fact that Blicker was never seen in the act of leaving or entering his house—yet, invariably, as soon as the sound of the fire bells had died away, a light would appear in Blicker's upstairs bedroom; and then the watchers would note the gas-jet in the downstairs hall being lit; and then the front door would open, and out would come Blicker, waiting to hail the first passer-by with the anxious query, "Where's the fire?" As this was the invariable routine, and as his house had been under surveillance all the time, the police came to the conclusion that, despite his anti-community utterances, his sacks of shavings and his kerosene, Blicker could not be the culprit. And so they turned their attention to watching other suspects, but again without any success.


To check up on my own information and to gather in any other details I called on our reliable old friend in matters Nelsonian, Miss Jane Bond, and I now give an outline of our conversation.


"Do you remember Blicker, Miss Bond?"


"My word I do. I was the pupil teacher at Hampden Street when it was burned down. One duty was to lock up the school at closing time. The firebells rang out one Saturday night; looking out of my window I could see from the way that the College was lighted up by the glare that it was my school on fire. First thing next morning two policemen arrived at our place to ask me questions.—Did we have any fire in the building during the day? Did I lock up securely? Did I notice any pupil wearing a suit made of a kind of serge. similar to the piece, which, soaked in kerosene, had been picked up near the school?"


"The ultimate solving of the mystery of the fires," said Miss Bond, "must be credited to our little fox terrier, Hone. He always followed by father who edited the 'Colonist,' a morning paper. Dad, of course, was at work most of the night, and Hone would be with him. Now you will remember, Mr Baigent, that as the police seemed incapable of catching the fire-raiser, the citizens, desperate to prevent further losses, formed a vigilance committee and that the members of this committee used to patrol the main streets each night.


"On one particular night two men on this duty went past the "Colonist" office. Hone, hearing their subdued talk, followed them along the street. When they were passing the old 'Mail' office Hone suddenly stopped, and began sniffing and whimpering excitedly at a grating on the level of the pavement. His excitement attracted the attention of the two men. They put their trust in 'dog-sense': they immediately began investigating, and, sure enough, they unearthed Mr Blicker, complete with a neatly arranged pile of kerosene-soaked rags to act as a wick and piles of shavings all set for a successful fire."


Thus Blicker was caught and brought to trial. Found guilty, he was sentenced to seven years in gaol to be followed by deportation.


After the verdict had been announced Blicker confessed, and explained his routine. He would go out of his house via the upstairs window early in the morning, but, instead of descending to the Rutherford Street level in front of the house he climbed to the top of the side brick steps, quietly opened a well-oiled sliding window in the washhouse of the adjoining building, belonging then to Dr. Cotterill, crossed the backyard of this section and thus reached Wellington Street. After lighting the night's fire with the slow-moving "fuse" he returned by the same route, got into bed, with all lights out—waited patiently for the fire-alarm to sound, giving him his cue to rise, go downstairs, peer out of his front door, and seek information from those hurrying to the scene of the fire.
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