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High Standard at Plunket Medal.


Kingi Brings Henry Home.




(By Our Special Correspondent.)


On Saturday last "Smad" mingled with a large and tolerant audience gathered in the Concert Chamber of the Town Hall to hear eight speeches by competitors in the 29th annual contest for Lord Plunket's 
[
unclear: dedal]. Just as our well-concealed impatience began to manifest itself, the speakers field swiftly and silently into the front row, and the three judges, Mr. H. F. O'Leary, K.C., Rabbi S. Katz, and Mr. G. W. von Zedlitz, settled into their easy chairs, Although for a tense moment it appeared that Von was going to miss the chairman's opening remarks. All these gentlemen have had some experience in judging speech contests, and from such a concatenation of earning, piety and wit we expected an entertaining judgment, at the east. They did not fail us.


The chairman, Mr. C. M. P. Brown, ran through the contents of the programme, explained the qualifications of the judges, and summoned the competitors in turn to the platform.






Only £250,000.


The disadvantageous lot of speaking first fell to Mr. J. N. Sellers, whose subject was Robert Clive. He commenced quietly in a well-balanced voice, remarkably pleasant to listen to, but became almost sepulchral at the end of his longer sentences and as a rule hurried on too quickly to the next. Mr. Sellers treated his hero chivalrously and at times magnaminously, but he was inclined to extenuate his sins rather than vindicate his character. His nearest approach to passion was when he assured us that Clive "took less than a quarter of a million pounds from the treasure-house of Bengal."






That Oratorical Smile.


Mr. D. W. McElwain began his speech with a cryptic reference to a mysterious assembly somewhere in the ether, which was subsequently revealed to be Geneva in 1926. His hero was identified as Gustav Stresemann—a novel and promising choice. Faulty enunciation of consonants, a defect shared by most of the competitors, made Mr. McElwain a little difficult to follow at times, but with this exception he made the most of an unimpressive voice. This speaker will do well when he leaves his oratorical smile at home and learns not to mispronounce simple words like tribunal. He had evidently listened in to the contest of two years ago.






Try Again, Scotney.


John Brown, or the Evils of Slavery, was the topic of a spirited address by Mr. A. H. Scotney, who braved a humorous and not quite successful opening. The reference to the popular song was dragged in by the heels but humour was quickly forgotten as the speaker opened the flood-gates of rhetoric and proceeded to whirl his hero from State to State with bands of fugitive slaves. Notwithstanding several notes of false sentiment, Mr. Scotney succeeded in putting over a comprehensive and convincing sketch of Brown's career and work. He was almost the only speaker to vary the inflexion of his voice, which, however, requires to be kept much more under control, and he should be much less hasty in his diction. I hope he will not be discouraged from further attempts on the coveted medal.






Saint or Devil?


Miss D. Souter next took the platform with an apologetic and some-what sceptical vindication of the Maori rebel, Te Kooti. Hers is a naturally good voice, and much more could be made of it than was apparent on Saturday night. Pronunciation and enunciation alike displayed grave faults, and Miss Souter suffered from the aggressiveness of a band in the next hall (or was it a loud-speaker?), which at times gave her speech the flavour of a musical monologue. If Miss Souter chooses to speak on a man or woman deserving of her unstinted admiration, instead of a "colourful figuah," she will be heard to more advantage.






The Man's the Gowd.


After several courses of semi-digestible fare, lighter refreshment was provided by Mr. A. T. S. McGhie, with an ingenious character-study of Robert Burns. Towards the end of a long and rather laboured introduction, it dawned upon a delighted audience that Mr. McGhie had affected a Gaelic accent to lend verisimilitude to his extensive quotations from the Scots bard. He waxed lyrical, and we half expected him to burst into the strains of "Afton Water," but he sped from one stanza to another, speaking too fast at times, and with occasional lapses into his native New Zealand tongue. It is to the speaker's credit that he sustained the interest of the audience from shortly after beginning to where the Phoenix—evidently a male descendant of the mythological bird—rose from "his" ashes, and Mr. McGhie resumed his seat, leaving his very useful notes with the chairman. In a straight part, as actors put it, Mr. McGhie may some day bring home the bacon.






Fluent but Didactic.


Mr. C. A. Griffiths showed commendable courage in tackling the contest early in his debating career. His account of Pericles was carefully prepared and well put together, but his sentences were far too long and his style, although fluent, tended to become didactic, especially with his frequent use of the admonitory "now." The expressionless mezzopiano tones in which the speech was delivered did not render it as convincing as it might have been if infused with some of the warmth and colour of debate. Nevertheless Mr. Griffiths may be expected to do well in future contests.






An Irish Cavalcade.


The second woman speaker was Miss M. Shortall, who exhibited to us an Irish Cavalcade, introducing Michael Collins. Miss Shortall wasted no time in showing why her hero was to be admired and mercifully spared us the grim details that too often seem to be considered essential to such a subject. She forbore from decorating her delivery with the studied brogue which an Irish subject usually calls forth at Plunket Medal time, and might also have dispensed with a slight acidity of tone that tended to spoil her effective sentences. Her place as third speaker was well deserved.






A King Indeed!


Mr. K. Tahiwi wound up the oratorical portion of the programme with a valiant attempt to restore Henry VIII to the position from which popular history and Charles Laughton have displaced him. (How the films are always with us nowadays.) He did not give us the whole Henry, but he gave us the better side of him without unduly distorting history. The speech was lucid, convincing in its polemic matter, and cleverly avoided the pitfalls of bathos which might have ensnared an inexperienced speaker. Mr. Tahiwi again failed to reach the climax just around the corner, but has got away from his staccato delivery, although not, alas, his staccato gestures.


While the three wise men retired to pick the winner, Messrs. Jack and Hatherley played to us tunefully on the violin, and Mr. Sutherland cajoled a reluctant piano. The judges returned. The new custodian of the Town Hall made easily the most dramatic appearance of the evening, and produced three chairs with astonishing legerdemain. Mr. von Zedlitz put across the same complimentary remarks in an entertainingly novel fashion and, after laying it on pretty thick, disclosed that Mr. Tahiwi had won the medal, with Mr. McGhie second and Miss Shortall third. Loud applause for Mr. Tahiwi indicated a popular decision. After an inconclusive verbal skirmish with Von, Mr. O'Leary handed his own medal to the winner, amidst more applause. Rabbi Katz looked benign. The National Anthem was rendered and the audience adjourned to the Motor Olympia next door.


Well done Kingi Tahiwi!



"Smad" is on sale in the Hall from 4 o'clock until 8 on Wednesday and Thursday evenings. Subscribers and others wishing to procure copies after Thursday night may do so by applying at the Exec. Room.
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Toyohiko Kagawa.




On June 5 Dr. Toyohiko Kagawa addressed students on the relationship of religion and science. The purpose of his address was to show that though religion and science might appear at times to be divorced, they were not really in conflict. Dr. Kagawa began by putting before the meeting the widely-held view that natural science is satisfying and self-explanatory; that man has no need for religion. With this as a starting point, he plunged into an examination of the true nature and facts of modern science as revealed by research.






Order in All Creation.


The surprisingly wide range covered is quite beyond the scope of a short report: suffice it to say that, in bringing before our notice the amazingly perfect design and order in all creation, he traversed the fields of physics, astronomy, biology, mathematics, relativity, geology, evolution; showing how each thing, from the electron up the scale to huge schemes such as the solar system, filled its own appointed place in the weave of the whole.






Human Consciousness.


How could this unity and design in the whole universe be explained other than by a Mind and Will directing all and embracing all. To even begin to understand, we must penetrate 
beyond matter and recognise human consciousness as the only reality in life and the supreme mystery of the world, not evolving by chance, but a link with the wonderful Dynamic of the Universe. And so, with the growth of knowledge, we come to see that scientific knowledge and research is not a blow in the face of religion, but a pointer to the Divine origin of all things.
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For Services Rendered.


On Friday night a handful of students gathered in the Gym. to hear the Dramatic Club read Somerset Maughan's play. "For Services Rendered."


We soon became intimate with a war-shattered family. The blind and embittered son, Sydney, claims the self-sacrificing devotion of his elder sister. She loves a retired naval officer who is in grave financial difficulties. Her hitherto patient spirit breaks out in bursts of passionate unhappiness. The younger sister, deprived by the war of men of her own generation, decides to go away with a married man.


The quiet courage of the mother of this family and the kindness of her doctor brother stand out against the restless bitterness of the war generation.


Maughan uses his great ability to drive home to us the futility and tragedy of war. The father, oblivious to Lois' affair, to his wife's mortal sickness to his elder daughter's insanity, to his blind son's ruined life, remarks that they are really a very happy family after all and that he is sure they will all do their duty in the next war. "God save the King!" ironically chants his mad daughter; and the curtain drops.
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The Philosophies of History.




Dr. Beaglehole proved a very good counter-attraction to the Spook Show on Tuesday, June 11. "The Philosophies of History" was his subject, but he kept his audience chuckling most of the time, even when he was putting across the heavy stuff. The Hegelian philosophy comes under this heading, for, as Dr. Beaglehole says, "Like a good deal of German beer, this doctrine is dark and sits heavy on the soul."






History without Philosophy.


"History without philosophy," said Dr. Beaglehole, "is like inability to see the wood for trees." Trees in the wood would be theses, typical titles of which are "The Diplomatic History of the Arctic Circle," or "The Influence of Alcohol on the British Prime Ministers of the 18th Centruy."






The Five Groups.


The philosophies of history fall into five groups—religious, classical, romantic, intellectual, materialist.


The religious interpretation of history naturally made the best butt for bright remarks, particularly when Englishmen were concerned. It was the English belief that, wherever God had any particularly important work to do on earth, he looked around for an Englishman.


The classical, romantic and intellectual philosophies were regarded with a critical eye, and one gathered the impression that the speaker was inclined to favour the Marxian interpretation.


Here are three quotations from Dr. Beaglehole on the subject of Marx:


"If Marxists have distorted the exclusive importance to be given to economic factors, it is because they were trying to make themselves heard over a very annoying din."


"Marx gave to history a strategy and an object, and deeds to do. As a philosophy of history it is not a closed system (like the Hegelian) which is impossible; it admits of growth, and it is probably not final, but it works better than any yet devised."


"It is doubtful if any philosopher in the next two hundred years will be able to think or write except within the shadow, tremendous and lengthening of Marx."


We should mention that at this meeting the Historical Society adopted a constitution complete in five clauses and most efficiently Fascist.
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Spirited Spiritualism.



Free Discussions Club.




"Smad" learns that Mr. Brooks was anxious for the safety of his tables and chairs when he heard that Mr. Hubbard was to address the Free Discussions Club on Spiritualism.


He need not have worried, for Mr. Hubbard seemed disinclined to turn tables or to "materialise"; indeed he was most anxious to show up the fraudulent practices on which spiritualism thrives. He showed us how easy it is to turn tables, and produced some convincing taps with his thumb-nail. He has found the chemical composition of certain hands brought down from the spirit world to be distressingly terrestial.






The Unknown.


He passed from an account of these shady practices to show us slides of his own scientific experiments in telepathy. These showed a considerable degree of success and were most impressive. Here we felt lay a vast field of knowledge which we but glimpsed from afar; one day in might radically alter our lives.






Fire-walkers.


The discussion which followed was not up to standard. The members of the club had, generally speaking, too little knowledge of the subject under discussion. The case of the fire-walkers was once more passed under revue. Mr. Hubbard failed to convince the meeting that the Fijians owed their immunity from burning to the unusual toughness of their feet.
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"Smad" learns that Mr. Brooks was anxious for the safety of his tables and chairs when he heard that Mr. Hubbard was to address the Free Discussions Club on Spiritualism.


He need not have worried, for Mr. Hubbard seemed disinclined to turn tables or to "materialise"; indeed he was most anxious to show up the fraudulent practices on which spiritualism thrives. He showed us how easy it is to turn tables, and produced some convincing taps with his thumb-nail. He has found the chemical composition of certain hands brought down from the spirit world to be distressingly terrestial.
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The Unknown.


He passed from an account of these shady practices to show us slides of his own scientific experiments in telepathy. These showed a considerable degree of success and were most impressive. Here we felt lay a vast field of knowledge which we but glimpsed from afar; one day in might radically alter our lives.
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Fire-walkers.


The discussion which followed was not up to standard. The members of the club had, generally speaking, too little knowledge of the subject under discussion. The case of the fire-walkers was once more passed under revue. Mr. Hubbard failed to convince the meeting that the Fijians owed their immunity from burning to the unusual toughness of their feet.
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"Laburnum Grove."


Once again the Dramatic Club has chosen a play which has proved very popular with London audiences. J. B. Priestley's play, "Laburnum Grove," well merits the success it obtained in England, and, judging from the rehearsals "Smad" has seen, we feel confident that the 'Varsity producer, Miss D. Tossman, and her cast will do full justice to the play.


"Laburnum Grove" is a happy comedy wholly devoid of the usual problems of the eternal triangle which provides a plot for so many plays. It abounds in bright lines and amusing situations, while in parts it has the touch of a thriller. This play introduces an entirely new cast to the 'Varsity stage, but the majority of its members have gained experience elsewhere.


We recommend this production to our readers, and trust that the ill-mannered hooliganism of a small body of irresponsibles will not be allowed to make the cast's work more difficult and to mar the enjoyment of the audience, as was the case on the students' night of "Chinese White."


The Dramatic Club's policy is to pay all profits from its productions into the Building Fund, which will benefit by several pounds if this production is supported.
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Staff Notice.




Max Willis has taken Dick Wild's place as a sports sub-editor








[image: E. MORRIS Jnr. Ltd. FUNERAL DIRECTORS 60 Taranaki Street Wellington Phone 52.159 DAY OR NIGHT]




[image: DRAMATIC CLUB! DRAMATIC CLUB! DRAMATIC CLUB! DRAMATIC CLUB! Presents J. B. PRTESTLEY'S "Laburnum Grove." IN THE GYMNASIUM, FRIDAY, MARCH 21. IN THE GYMNASIUM, FRIDAY, MARCH 22. At 8 p.m. "Laburnum Grove." STUDENTS' NIGHT! STUDENTS' NIGHT! FRIDAY NEXT! FRIDAY NEXT! —Supper and Dance to follow Production— EXTRA! Wellington's popular Piano Accordionist has been engaged for the Dance. ADMISSION... .. .. ONE SHILLING... .. ..BOTH NIGHTS. ADMISSION... .. .. ONE SHILLING... .. ..BOTH NIGHTS. LOOK! ALL PROFITS GO TO THE BUILDING FUND.]
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The Elections.


The Students' Association elections are to be held on Tuesday, July 9, and it is therefore time to consider our candidates for the new Exec. If this matter is left too late, there will be a last-minute stampede in which numerous candidates will stand without sufficient justification. Overloading the ballot papers does nothing but spoil the accuracy of any system of recording votes—and we cannot forget how last year's returning officer, Sid Odell, trenchantly attacked the inconsistencies in the system when vast numbers were standing.


We agree with a recent letter in the Cockpit that electioneering is needed. This year "Smad" is going to endeavour to give good publicity to the election in an endeavour to place definite issues before the electorate. The essential qualifications for prospective Executive members are a progressive outlook, time to attend to the work, and a wide interest in University affairs. We will endeavour to place facts before students, to enable them to judge candidates in this light. And we warn candidates that the man with nothing to suggest but an idle conformity with the precedents of the past will not receive such support as he may expect.


The cry of the moment at Victoria is for constructive activity. Inactivity galls after a certain period, and we prophesy that the student electorate will demand constructive proposals from anyone who aspires to Executive office. Let Truth wail however hard it can, the time is ripe for a return to the hercer years, still a pleasant memory in the minds of older students.


With Dick Nankervis and Doug. Burns, at least, retiring—and probably others—there will be room for the newcomers to "strut and fret their hour upon the stage." Up with the curtain and on with the fight!
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Paul Robeson in "Emperor Jones."


An Appreciation.


One is moved to admiration and despair on seeing this production. The technical combination of photography and settings is so admirably balanced by the perfect casting and the great acting that this picture would be great even if the story were poor; but when the producers have managed to use the greater technical advantages of the camera without losing the force of Eugene O'Neil's play, the effect is shattering.


To remember, however, that this masterpiece should be screened only for three nights, and then at a theatre with a reputation for second-rate pictures, is a saddening reflection. Whether public taste is so low that the dramatic perfection of this production would not be appreciated, or whether racial prejudice would prevent enjoyment, it is hard to judge; but the position illustrates perfectly how little financial encouragement producers are likely to receive when their dominant motive is artistic perfection.


People expecting to be entertained with a repetition of "One Night of Love" or "My Song for You" will be disappointed. They will not hear the principal bursting into melody at every inconceivable excuse.


To the negro, singing is an emotional outlet in adversity; so he sings in the chapel, when leaving home, when in the chain gang, and when lost and hunted in the forest. As the arrogant Emperor, he has no need to sing.


It is as the arrogant Emperor that Paul Robeson is able to display his talent as an actor. So powerfully does he do it that one is likely to remember him first as an actor and only incidentally as a singer. The scene when the Emperor holds his dummy court should be a ludicrous farce, but with such force does Paul Robeson play his part that the audience is as impressed as the subjects with the Emperor's imperious solemnity.


Comes the revolution, and he flees to the forest. Haunted by visions, cursed by witch 
[
unclear: dectors], and hynotised by the tom-tom, he descends into a grovelling, gibbering creature. His fall from overweening defiance to the most abject terror is devastating. Before, he was magnificent and impressive; now he is prostrate and repellent. The complete unhinging of a human mind is seen. It is a portrayal of emotional stress so convincing that it is exhausting; and with relief comes his fated death.



O.A.E.H
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Dick Nankervis Says No!


By way of a preliminary skirmish on what we hope will be a sanguinary battlefield, "Smad" approached Dick Nankervis and asked him if he intended standing for the Presidency again this year.


"Oh, no," he replied—an answer clear, concise; everything that an answer should not be for journalistic purposes. Inspiration was missing, so we pleaded more potently for advice, tips or wisecracks, but he refused to hazard any guess as to probable candidates or to utter pious blessings. "It won't be me," he said. "I have had enough!" And the tone suggested that the only job remaining to be done was the inscription of a suitable memorial tablet with "R.L.P."


Remembering his excellent work in connection with the accounts some two years ago, and his quiet and efficient Presidency since then, we cannot help thinking that he has deserved well of Victoria College. The problem of the moment is to find a successor. The King is dead; long live the King!
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The Caxton Club Press.


The Caxton Club Press, under the directorship of Denis Glover—ex Editor of "Canta," believes that literature in New Zealand can only develop through the private press publishing small editions of original work. We understand that the Caxton Press will specialise in the publication of "broadsides" dealing with poetry, stories, belles lettres, politics, and public questions. This is a worthy venture which should receive strong support from a large section of the University, and if there is genius hidden within the University of New Zealand, here is its opportunity for effective publication.
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Short Shrift.


By D. Bunker.


If your last issue is to be regarded as a pattern and example of bright reporting and inventive originality, then woe is Salamanca!


There was a picture supplement, it is true, though the bunch of crickateers makes one sceptical whether it was really so 
supple as it claimed. But where elsewhere is the sparkle of fresh intuitions, or of our vaunted College wit? If the photographic innovation is the only present and visible symbol of improvement after my weeks of hard tuition, one must despair about your future, with such tortoiscopic progress.


Gravest of my grievances relates to the report of the installation of the portrait of Prof. von Zedlitz. Here was a function calling for all the brilliance and resource of subtle reporting. It was an Occasion. And the special representative of "Smad" gives a coldly objective story. For all one knows, this might be a prize-winning effort in a competition for impersonal reporting.


Of course the Haeremai Club over-wrote the Procession, and the footballers produced their customarily dirty corner. The report of the Undergrads' Supper (an excellent bit of work), and P.J.'s "Foolscappicade" provided more than welcome relief. And "Not So Green" (to the eternal solace of my ego) indicates that he at least has heard of D. Bunker.


In fact, on thinking it over, perhaps it wasn't so bad an issue after all.


But one omission there is no forgetting. The last issue (but for the advertisements) was one hundred per cent prose. Doubtless the Muse reclined a little after Capping Ball, but by now it seems a matter of some urgency that she be roused. By way of being helpful, I offer you two contributions which I have recently received as an indication of what might be done in this direction.


The first comes from William Shakespeare, a parnassogram supplementary to the one last published. You will agree, I feel sure, that it easily surpasses anything in "Henry IV" (Part 1) or "Henry VIII" (partout). Here it is:—


"The Staff visiting card has appeared so often in 'Smad' that a further shove in the direction of immortality will not come amiss:


The Staff, aha!


"Tis made of wood.


White White White Wood.


Like many other staffs,


"Tis stuck in the mud.


Brown Brown Brown Mud.


Does Hubbard go


To the Cupboard?


No . . . .


To the Sellers.


Ah! Here's mud in your eye. . .


No wonder Aimers


Cannot hit a haystack


Or a Hurst House. . .


But who would shoot at a Hurst House?


Staff . . .cupboard . . . house . . .


All wood!


And the rest of the Staff—


No staff of life.


Proudly


They stand quite still


Patients on a monument."


And if you, fair peruser of these columns, have aught of commentary to offer, the address still is—



"Smad" is on sale in the Hall from 4 o'clock until 8 on Wednesday and Thursday evenings.
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Jubilee.




Dear "Smad,"




A correspondent disclaiming all tinges of red and green has presumed to air his self-admittedly colourless vapourisings in your Cockpit. The pot simmers gently as he talks of the private life of George V. Though we can see and hear of the private lives of Henry VIII, we are to know nothing of the private life of George V! But this is admittedly trivial.


The temperature rapidly rises as the indicator registers "patriotism." "The extravagance of the celebrations is not solely and exclusively an index of loyal feeling," he says with the cunning flourish of a wrestler about to turn showman. Very few, I venture to suggest, would claim to measure national sentiment by methods smacking so largely of the £ s. d. taint.


But his crucial objection to the Jubilee is that is diverts attention from economic ills and "liquidates class antipathies."


Imagine a man with a festering sore concentrating continually on his pain, doting on it till he is hypnotised and almost enjoying it. Such must be the morbid earnestness of one who refuses to lift his mind for one brief week from the economic ills that surround him. Far more effective, might I suggest, in curing this condition, far more effective than a continual plaint, would be action not all-time-absorbing but concentrated and organised in brief periods. Admitting perfection as an unattainable goal, must we concentrate for ever on economic problems to the exclusion of any national celebrations?


And as for liquidating class antipathies, it must be obvious that a country like New Zealand has little class antipathy to liquidate. The Marxian idea of class (i.e., rigid castes) has little application in our country, where continually-moving class limits and shifting sectional interests prevent any definite and final division. Of course, while the Capitalist v. Proletariat struggle exists, the structure of conflicting interests is much more complex than this simple device.


Such is the view, Sir, of one who, though also neither red nor green, subscribes himself.



Marina Blue.







Logic.


With an Apology to T.A.H.


If I must die because I'm man.


And all men mortal are,


I argue from a general law


To an individual case.


If Satan loves, since all souls love,


What case would this be called?


A common case, because all love


Is first found in the soul.


Ah, Satan loves me who must die


Because I mortal am:


Does this mean Satan's love must die


When I, the mortal, die


But after death they say that man


Wears immortality;


And does this mean that mortal man


Can be immortal when


He's had enough of mortal flesh


And seeks immortal spheres


This merely means that he who thinks


His reasoning is sound.


Is merely mortal man, and that


His mortal works must die.


M.L.







Remember "Laburnum Grove."



Dr. T. Kagawa.




Dear "Smad,"




On the evening of June 5, a body of students listened to Dr. Kagawa, the Japanese Christian. They listened to an attempt by a man of encyclopedic knowledge to shatter belief in materialism and to prove the existence of God from the order and beauty of the universe. This letter is intended to serve as a channel for the opening of a discussion of Dr. Kagawa's argument. It will be confined mainly to order and beauty as proof of the existence of God.


In the course of an address of bewildering scope, Dr. Kagawa explained how electrons and protons are grouped to form atoms, how atoms are grouped to form the molecules of chemical substances, and how in turn these are grouped to form star and planets . . . and all with mathematical exactitude! He insisted that, confronted with this, we must recognise and admit a principle of intergration and consistency. Is this not a truism. We all admit that there is some quality of basic reality which explains the successive grouping of particles. But to call it God or to suggest that it must be intellient is worse than arbitrary.


It should be scarcely necessary to expose the fallacy of the claim that the many laws of Nature imply a Divine superintendent. A scientific law is a statement of the fact that things behave consistently along a certain line. Instead of this uniformity implying an intelligence, it very largely does the contrary. We would rather suspect the interference of intelligence, if matter varied its behaviour in identically the same circumstances. "The old phrase that 'God has impressed his laws on the universe' is now just about as sensible as to say that instinct tells a bird how to build a nest." (J. McCabe.)


With the rapid advance of modern science we have been given a purely naturalistic explanation of creation and evolution, which makes guidance entirely superfluous, and until that time that guidance is shown to have been and to be 
necessary, we have no rational ground for considering it. In other words, unless it can be shown that the evolutionary agencies and process 
needed guidance, the principle is superfluous. And you can only prove that they needed guidance by showing that they were unable of themselves to produce a certain result. No such proof can be alleged in any department of biology. As the distinguished American biologist, Prof. Jennings, said in the Terry Lectures at Harvard, "Science sees no guidance but the opposite in evolution."


The next point of conflict is the existence of evil Dr. Kagawa mentioned design and beauty in geological structure, but he forgot to explain why such a disastrous happening as the Quetta earthquake, causing death and suffering to over 50,000 people, sprang from it. Difficulties of this nature have even reduced the theist to melancholy silence. There is just as much design in the germ of Asiatic cholera or consumption as in the delicate form of a Radiolarian. Whatever made the one made the other. The Book of Nature is a book inscribed with blood and tears. Throughout history the law of murder, destruction and suffering has ben the law of growth. If there was guidance at all, this ghastly method of evolution was deliberately chosen. Whatever in Nature produced the antelope produced the tiger; whatever gave the child its beauty devised the deadly germs of diphtheria and plague and the horrible suffering which they are created to cause. Most of us prefer not to ascribe intelligence to this form of creative power.


There remains still another important consideration. Suppose that we class evil, pain, and so on as hopeless mysteries; suppose that we discover some instance of beauty and order which would seem inexplicable on purely natural principles, and that, as a solution, we entertain the existence of Divine intelligence. It will be realised that the only ground for postulating the existence of this Divine intelligence or consciousness is that it, and it alone, explains certain aspects of reality. Otherwise it is clearly superfluous. But how much does the theory really explain? How can spirit act on matter? Scientific methods mean a movement from the obscure towards the known: here the religious "explanation" leads us into a more bewildering maze of mystery. How do material particles carry out the will or design of a conscious being? How are atoms directed and guided to realise a design of which they are utterly unconscious? We might as well resign ourselves to the initial mystery as attempt to explain it by other mysteries.



Mael.







"Spike."


A complete editorial staff for the 1935 "Spike" has been collected and is now ready to receive contributions. It consists this year of Oxley Hughan, Max Brown, Alf. Katz, and Brian Snowball, while Dick Hutchens is acting as sports sub-editor. There is a rumour that Ian Campbell is giving up the Law to devote his time to making posters for "Spike" (we always knew he was a sensible chap). All they ask is contributions—and plenty of them.
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With an Apology to T.A.H.


If I must die because I'm man.


And all men mortal are,


I argue from a general law


To an individual case.


If Satan loves, since all souls love,


What case would this be called?


A common case, because all love


Is first found in the soul.


Ah, Satan loves me who must die


Because I mortal am:


Does this mean Satan's love must die


When I, the mortal, die


But after death they say that man


Wears immortality;


And does this mean that mortal man


Can be immortal when


He's had enough of mortal flesh


And seeks immortal spheres


This merely means that he who thinks


His reasoning is sound.


Is merely mortal man, and that


His mortal works must die.


M.L.
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Dr. T. Kagawa.




Dear "Smad,"




On the evening of June 5, a body of students listened to Dr. Kagawa, the Japanese Christian. They listened to an attempt by a man of encyclopedic knowledge to shatter belief in materialism and to prove the existence of God from the order and beauty of the universe. This letter is intended to serve as a channel for the opening of a discussion of Dr. Kagawa's argument. It will be confined mainly to order and beauty as proof of the existence of God.


In the course of an address of bewildering scope, Dr. Kagawa explained how electrons and protons are grouped to form atoms, how atoms are grouped to form the molecules of chemical substances, and how in turn these are grouped to form star and planets . . . and all with mathematical exactitude! He insisted that, confronted with this, we must recognise and admit a principle of intergration and consistency. Is this not a truism. We all admit that there is some quality of basic reality which explains the successive grouping of particles. But to call it God or to suggest that it must be intellient is worse than arbitrary.


It should be scarcely necessary to expose the fallacy of the claim that the many laws of Nature imply a Divine superintendent. A scientific law is a statement of the fact that things behave consistently along a certain line. Instead of this uniformity implying an intelligence, it very largely does the contrary. We would rather suspect the interference of intelligence, if matter varied its behaviour in identically the same circumstances. "The old phrase that 'God has impressed his laws on the universe' is now just about as sensible as to say that instinct tells a bird how to build a nest." (J. McCabe.)


With the rapid advance of modern science we have been given a purely naturalistic explanation of creation and evolution, which makes guidance entirely superfluous, and until that time that guidance is shown to have been and to be 
necessary, we have no rational ground for considering it. In other words, unless it can be shown that the evolutionary agencies and process 
needed guidance, the principle is superfluous. And you can only prove that they needed guidance by showing that they were unable of themselves to produce a certain result. No such proof can be alleged in any department of biology. As the distinguished American biologist, Prof. Jennings, said in the Terry Lectures at Harvard, "Science sees no guidance but the opposite in evolution."


The next point of conflict is the existence of evil Dr. Kagawa mentioned design and beauty in geological structure, but he forgot to explain why such a disastrous happening as the Quetta earthquake, causing death and suffering to over 50,000 people, sprang from it. Difficulties of this nature have even reduced the theist to melancholy silence. There is just as much design in the germ of Asiatic cholera or consumption as in the delicate form of a Radiolarian. Whatever made the one made the other. The Book of Nature is a book inscribed with blood and tears. Throughout history the law of murder, destruction and suffering has ben the law of growth. If there was guidance at all, this ghastly method of evolution was deliberately chosen. Whatever in Nature produced the antelope produced the tiger; whatever gave the child its beauty devised the deadly germs of diphtheria and plague and the horrible suffering which they are created to cause. Most of us prefer not to ascribe intelligence to this form of creative power.


There remains still another important consideration. Suppose that we class evil, pain, and so on as hopeless mysteries; suppose that we discover some instance of beauty and order which would seem inexplicable on purely natural principles, and that, as a solution, we entertain the existence of Divine intelligence. It will be realised that the only ground for postulating the existence of this Divine intelligence or consciousness is that it, and it alone, explains certain aspects of reality. Otherwise it is clearly superfluous. But how much does the theory really explain? How can spirit act on matter? Scientific methods mean a movement from the obscure towards the known: here the religious "explanation" leads us into a more bewildering maze of mystery. How do material particles carry out the will or design of a conscious being? How are atoms directed and guided to realise a design of which they are utterly unconscious? We might as well resign ourselves to the initial mystery as attempt to explain it by other mysteries.



Mael.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




SMAD. An Organ of Student Opinion. 1935. Volume 6. Number 10.

"Spike."





"Spike."


A complete editorial staff for the 1935 "Spike" has been collected and is now ready to receive contributions. It consists this year of Oxley Hughan, Max Brown, Alf. Katz, and Brian Snowball, while Dick Hutchens is acting as sports sub-editor. There is a rumour that Ian Campbell is giving up the Law to devote his time to making posters for "Spike" (we always knew he was a sensible chap). All they ask is contributions—and plenty of them.
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Elections on July 9.




A special general meeting was called for last Friday night to alter the Constitution and allow the elections to be held on Tuesday, July 9, instead of a day in June.


At eight o'clock six people were present, and it was only after the Exec. had spent an energetic twenty minutes "whipping" that various dregs and sweepings were collected from odd corners to form the quorum.


Messrs. Sellers and Scotney, assisted by Messrs. Edgley and Wansborough, opened the meeting with objections, and the former pair put in some good voice-training for the Plunket Medal. Despite the interjections, Mr. McGhie read the minutes in the one and only McGhie tone.


Mr. Nankervis pointed out that an extension of time was necessary to enable the accounts to be finalised. The financial year ends on May 31, but Capping was in full swing at that time, and it was considered advisable to include all Capping expenditure in this year's accounts.


Mr. Wansborough thought that the Exec. could deal with the matter if they put their minds to it, and he accused them of laziness. Miss Hurley was noticed approaching Mr. Wansborough with an evil glint in her eye, but he stopped in time.


Miss Hursthouse said it was purely a matter of form, while Mr. Sellers said it was a direct attack on the Constitution. This was too much for Mr. Kennard, who moved that the motion be put. This was done and the motion was carried.








[image: Where to go! How to go! What are you doing for your Holidays and the summer work-ends? The best idea of all is to go touring or picnicking—in your own car! Get one of the thoroughly dependable Used Care from Ford Sales and Service Ltd, and enjoy trouble-free motoring wherever you go. Owing to the enormous sales of the new 8-cylinder Ford and the Ford 8-h.p. models, we now have an unsurpassed range of high-grade Used Cars. We have just the car that will suit you, and you can have it on the Easiest of Terms. Outstanding Values in Used Cars Call and inspect our big stocks—choose a car that appeals to you and take it for a Free Trial Spin. Ford Sales & Service Ltd. Office and Showroom: Courtenay Place Phone 52-513. Used Car Department: Ebor Street Phone 51-177. Service Station: Ebor Street. Phones 53-270, 54-553.]




[image: "Carry on" with Summer Warmth! The dark days of Winter can be made supremely comfortable with a Radiation "Beam" Gas Fire. Clean warmth, that feels soft and stimulating, is the "Beam" gas fire's contribution to healthy Winter homes. And gas fires are economical bacause their heat is "on tap" and there's no expense for gas when not in use. "Beam" Gas Fires in the new colour finishes may be seen at our Showrooms. Wellington Gas Company Limited]
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[election notice]




A special general meeting was called for last Friday night to alter the Constitution and allow the elections to be held on Tuesday, July 9, instead of a day in June.


At eight o'clock six people were present, and it was only after the Exec. had spent an energetic twenty minutes "whipping" that various dregs and sweepings were collected from odd corners to form the quorum.


Messrs. Sellers and Scotney, assisted by Messrs. Edgley and Wansborough, opened the meeting with objections, and the former pair put in some good voice-training for the Plunket Medal. Despite the interjections, Mr. McGhie read the minutes in the one and only McGhie tone.


Mr. Nankervis pointed out that an extension of time was necessary to enable the accounts to be finalised. The financial year ends on May 31, but Capping was in full swing at that time, and it was considered advisable to include all Capping expenditure in this year's accounts.


Mr. Wansborough thought that the Exec. could deal with the matter if they put their minds to it, and he accused them of laziness. Miss Hurley was noticed approaching Mr. Wansborough with an evil glint in her eye, but he stopped in time.


Miss Hursthouse said it was purely a matter of form, while Mr. Sellers said it was a direct attack on the Constitution. This was too much for Mr. Kennard, who moved that the motion be put. This was done and the motion was carried.
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[image: Where to go! How to go! What are you doing for your Holidays and the summer work-ends? The best idea of all is to go touring or picnicking—in your own car! Get one of the thoroughly dependable Used Care from Ford Sales and Service Ltd, and enjoy trouble-free motoring wherever you go. Owing to the enormous sales of the new 8-cylinder Ford and the Ford 8-h.p. models, we now have an unsurpassed range of high-grade Used Cars. We have just the car that will suit you, and you can have it on the Easiest of Terms. Outstanding Values in Used Cars Call and inspect our big stocks—choose a car that appeals to you and take it for a Free Trial Spin. Ford Sales & Service Ltd. Office and Showroom: Courtenay Place Phone 52-513. Used Car Department: Ebor Street Phone 51-177. Service Station: Ebor Street. Phones 53-270, 54-553.]




[image: "Carry on" with Summer Warmth! The dark days of Winter can be made supremely comfortable with a Radiation "Beam" Gas Fire. Clean warmth, that feels soft and stimulating, is the "Beam" gas fire's contribution to healthy Winter homes. And gas fires are economical bacause their heat is "on tap" and there's no expense for gas when not in use. "Beam" Gas Fires in the new colour finishes may be seen at our Showrooms. Wellington Gas Company Limited]
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V.U.C. Again Underrates Massey.



Basketball Hopes For Reps.




On Thursday last the Football Club sent a senior team to Palmerston North to play Massey College—a biannual fixture. They were welcomed at the station by the Massey team and later entertained at a luncheon.






The Match.


The weather was fine and the ground heavy after several days of rain. Victoria kicked off against the wind and the sun, and it was apparent at once that the Massey team was a strong combination. In the forwards Massey was superior, obtaining the ball from a majority of set scrums. Both backs and forwards handled the wet ball well, and attack after attack was launched against the Victorian line, only solid defence keeping them out. However, the tackling by the Victorian team was not consistent—the forwards would not tackle and the backs were standing too deep for a wet ground.


The half-time score was 6-0 in favour of Massey—a penalty (kicked by Bill Thurston, an ex-Victorian) and a try. Till then the Victorian team had been working well against a heavier team, and their defence was good.






The Second Spell.


In the second spell the wind dropped, the sun had gone, and rain was not far off. The Victorian backs saw more of the ball this spell, and put in some good work, being unlucky not to score. Massey were playing a solid game, throwing the ball about and working hard. During this spell they scored four tries, nearly all of them from the loose, one being converted. Sherratt also potted a goal, making the final score 24-0-a score which does not indicate fairly the small difference between the teams and the good work put in by the Victorian men.


During the game Blyth, the Massey half, was injured and left the field. Points of note in the game were the line-kicking by one of our forwards, the goal-kicking by Thurston (now in inside back), the solid tackling by some of our backs, and the very friendly spirit in which the game was played. Frank Petre made an efficient referee.


After the game the team was entertained at a dinner at the College, at their Revue, "The Rain and the Mud." and finally at the Capping Ball—an enjoyable function in the College Hall.



Thank you, Massey!







Basketball Notes.


Up to the present time the Senior A team has played six games, the results being as follows:—V. Kia Ora, won, 15-14; v. 
[
unclear: Awatea], won, 18-11; v. Technical Old Girls, won, 19-16; v. Furlor, won, 21-10; v Wesley, lost, 9-13: v W.E.G. O.G., lost, 7-20.


The team is now third in the championship with 8 points. Although the last two games have been lost, the teams played were the strongest in the competition. Next Saturday's match will complete the first round.


We have to congratulate Janet Grainger, Mari Gibbons, Marion Bell, and Margaret Pilcher on being selected for the Wellington representative trials. Janet has been shaping well, her work on the line in the W.E.G.C. match being brilliant. Gibbons, Bell and Pilcher, in the forwards, defence and centre respectively, have given consistently sound displays.


The B team has played five matches but has not yet had a win. The players are keen and are beginning to show good combination. The defenders, Muriel Lancaster, Joy Stock and Marie Walker, are working well, while Joan Young and Jean Roberts have given creditable performances both in their own team and in the A on occasions. Members of the B team in the representative trials are Jean Roberts, Roma Hore and Erice Overtoun.
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The Wonder of the Dawn.




Trampers' Paradise.


Since Easter the Tramping Club has received outstanding support for various trips of note. The long week-end provided by the King's Jubilee gave opportunity to a small party to explore much new ground in the Northern Rimutaka Range. The following week-end an efficient and energetic working party carried out the track-clearing work allotted to this club by the combined committee.


There were 18 members on the June 1-3 trip. Perfect weather conditions made the journey from Mount Holdsworth to Kaitoke, via the Totara Flats on the Waiohine River, of the best. The view from the trig on Holdsworth on Sunday morning was outstanding. When the bushline was passed at 5.50 a.m., just the faintest tints of dawn were showing over the East Coast, and with a perfectly clear morning the party was rightly in high spirits in anticipation of a perfect view. On the climb to the trig (4835ft.), which was reached at 6.30, the light gradually spread over the world, revealing a vast cloud bank at 3000ft. Not an acre of the Wairarapa Valley could be seen; every valley in the ranges was enshrouded at the same height leaving the peaks to tour like sentinels above Nature's veil. All the main high ranges of the Tararuas were clearly traceable, while, to the south, the tips of the Haurangi and Rimutaka Ranges occasionally pierced the vast cloud bank. A little later the perfect outline of Egmont became visible and the beauty of the breaking dawn was enhanced by the brilliant dawn was enhanced by the brilliant effect of the changing lights.


That the club's activities engender a strong College spirit was evident on the following week-end. Although the weather was far from auspicious, the Reunion trip constituted a record for atttendance, many past members answering the club's invitation to be present.







Coming Events.


Thursday, June 20—New Speakers' Debate.


Friday, June 21, and Saturday, June 22—Dramatic Club: "Laburnum Grove."


Friday, June 21—Law Students Society Moot. Judge; H. H. Cornish, Esq., K.C.


June 22-23—Tramping Club Trip to Mangakotukutuku Valley.


Wednesday, June 19—Nat. His. Soc.: "Is Life Worth Living?"


History students tell up Prof. Wood has been frequenting the Caf. He related the limerick:


There was a young rector of Crewe, Who found a dead mouse in his stew.


Said the waiter: "Don't shout, Nor wave it about.


Or the others'll be wanting one, too."
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Prof. Belshaw Explains the Mortgage Corporation.




Last Wednesday an address on Recent Mortgage Legislation was given by Professor Belshaw to the V.U.C. Commerce Society and was well attended by members of the general public. The Professor dealt more particularly with the Mortgage Corporation of New Zealand Act and the Rural Mortgagors' Final Adjustment Act.


He first explained that he was neither a Solicitor nor a Public Accountant, and although he was prepared to answer non-political questions to the best of his ability, he would freely admit when he was unable to enlighten the questioner. Then with a charming naivety and the almost modesty the referred the audience to the excellent explanation of the Acts contained in two little booklets obtainable at any Post Office and written under the pseudonym of the Rt. Hon. J. G. Coates.






Reducing the Price of Money.


He explained that the general policy of the legislation was to reduce the price of money, and that it was hoped that the Mortgage Corporation would be of great assistance in refinancing the farmer after his liabilities had been "adjusted" under the Rural Mortgagors' Final Adjustment Act.



The objectives of the legislation were to provide an alternative to private finance, to promote economy in mortgage finance, to provide adequate reserves against losses, and to transfer the existing Crown securities to a non-political body.


In short the private investor would take up bonds in the Corporation and thus have his investment secured upon an innumerable number of properties when the Corporation in turn made its investments from the accumulated funds contributed by its bondholders.


Quoting glibly from the two pamphlets already referred to, he rapidly expounded upon the mysteries of dividends, directors, share capital, reserves, and the fact that the bond issues would be secured by a floating charge upon the whole undertaking of the Corporation, and would never exceed fifteen times the share capital plus reserves. Our reporter was forcibly reminded of the debenture issues of our worthy contemporary, Mr. J. S. MacArthur. The Corporation would deal in first mortgage securities only, but in certain cases might take a collateral charge over chattels. Valuations would be made primarily on the basis of the earning capacity of the land.






Bankruptcy Without Stigma


Having dismissed the subject of the Mortgage Corporation, the Professor quoted lengthy extracts from the Rural Mortgagors' Final Adjustment Act, the purpose of which is to keep reasonably efficient their liabilities and encouraging the mortgagees to make "voluntary" concessions. The general impression gained was that for the sake of example a mortgagee or so would be mulcted "pour encourager les autres," Shortly, the Act would furnish the farmer with all the advantages of a nice, quiet, five-year-long bankruptcy without any of the stigma or disadvantages thereof.


There followed a barrage of questions which the Professor, with that skill born of Parliamentary experience, successfully parried or refused to answer.


The meeting closed with a very hearty vote of thanks and sincere private thanksgiving on the part of those in the audience who were neither mortgagors nor mortgagees.


Printed by Geo, W. Slade Ltd., 11 Walter Street, Wellington, for the publishers, Mercantile Newspapers Ltd. Hamilton Chambers, Lambton Quay, Wellington.
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