




Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Official Newspaper of the Victoria University Students' Association. Vol 42 No. 21. September 3 1979


The NZETC epub Edition
This is an epub version of 
     
Salient. Official Newspaper of the Victoria University Students' Association. Vol 42 No. 21. September 3 1979
    by
     
    from the NZETC, licenced under the
     
Conditions of use 
     (http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/tei-NZETC-About-copyright.html).
 For more information on what this licence allows you to do with this work, please contact Library-TechnologyServices@vuw.ac.nz. 
The NZETC is a digital library based at Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand. We publish texts of interest to a New Zealand and Pacific audience, and current strengths include historical New Zealand and Pacific Islands texts, texts in Maori and New Zealand literature. A full list of texts is available on our website (http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/).
Please report errors, including where you obtained this file, how you tried to access the file and details of the error. Errors, feedback and comments can be sent to Library-TechnologyServices@vuw.ac.nz.
About the electronic version


Salient. Official Newspaper of the Victoria University Students' Association. Vol 42 No. 21. September 3 1979

Editor: 
Peter Beach

Creation of machine-readable version: 
Keyboarded by KiwiTech

Creation of digital images: 
KiwiTech

Conversion to TEI-conformant markup: 
KiwiTech

Victoria University of Wellington Library, 2016


          Wellington
        

          
Publicly accessible

          
URL: http://www.nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/collections.html

          
copyright 2016, by the Victoria University of Wellington Library

        
Extent: ca. 200 kilobytes

        
      

About the print version

          


Salient. Official Newspaper of the Victoria University Students' Association. Vol 42 No. 21. September 3 1979

          
Victoria University Students Association, 3 September 1979


              Wellington
            

        


Encoding

        
All unambiguous end-of-line hyphens have been removed and the trailing part of a word has been joined to the preceding line, except in the case of those words that break over a page.

        
Some keywords in the header are a local Electronic Text Collection scheme to aid in establishing analytical groupings.

        
In order to make new content available faster this work has been uploaded but does not have comprehensive name authority mark up for sub-works and corresponding authors. We will endeavour to add this mark up as soon as possible.

      







Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Official Newspaper of the Victoria University Students' Association. Vol 42 No. 21. September 3 1979

Contents


	
[title page]

	

	
This Week (or Therfabouts.....

	
Editorial 

p. 2

	
[Introduction] 

p. 2

	
Differential fees Across the Tasman



	
Salient Notes

	
President

	
Top of the Week — cred Necessary fallacy 

p. 3

	
[Introduction] 

p. 3

	
wrds or Backwards

	
Fiscal Foolery

	
"A $ B Theorem"

	
The Creation of Money (or How to not Control Inflation.)

	
[advert]



	
Graffiti of the Week

	
Bottom of the Week — Unholy Marriage

	
For Chrissakes Shut Up! 

p. 4

	
SRC Report

	
Reports from Council

	
Out of Reports and into the World

	
Abortion Debated



	
Should Students Join Unions?

	
[Introduction]

	
Who Needs Protection?

	
It Won't Happen to Me

	
Who Cares about Being a Scab?



	
What's So Special About SRC? 

p. 5

	
[Introduction] 

p. 5

	
Investigation is Essential

	
The Dilemma of "Participatory Democracy"

	
The Constitutional Position

	
Conclusion

	
[advert]



	
Shops Giving Student Discounts 

p. 6

	
Chelsea Records 

p. 6

	
The Stereo Shop

	
Spenser Digby Photographers

	
The Music Shack

	
Downstage Theatre

	
Whites Yamaha

	
Squash Center

	
Atlantis Sauna

	
Strand Tailors

	
Felicity Gowns

	
Gubbs Shoes

	
Frank Petrie

	
Wholesale Furnishers

	
Majors Hairstylist

	
G. Webster

	
Whitcombe & Cauldwell

	
Langwood Cameras

	
Clements & Holmes

	
Silvermine

	
Nash's Leather Arcade

	
Photo News

	
Giftique

	
Vanvi Ltd

	
Something Different

	
Narnia Ltd

	
Rochelles Shoes Boutique

	
Tiffanies Record Boutique

	
Lambswool Poroducts

	
Majestic Pharmacy

	
Camera & Camera

	
Unisex Hair

	
London Bag Shop

	
Nimmos

	
Woodcraft Interiors

	
Kamal

	
Capital Watch Services

	
Quay Audio Ltd

	
Timothy's Jewellers

	
Fyfes

	
Just Jeans

	
Beders Fashions

	
Vic Book Centre

	
Salvis Trouser Bar

	
Fantasy Card Shop

	
Walker & Hall

	
Mathews & Livingstone

	
Rembrant Studios

	
David Sercombe Optical

	
Optical Prescriptions

	
Butlands Material

	
Oxleys Electrical

	
Beggs

	
Cuba Chemists

	
Hire Pool

	
Domion Budget

	
Floral Boutique

	
Hygiea Sauna

	
The Booth & Hair 2000

	
Hair 2000

	
British Office Supplies

	
Macey's Fabrics

	
Wharehouse Clothing Co



	
Legal Referral Scheme

	
Cheap Food Cheap Food — Food Co-Op

	
Rec Centre

	
Special Screening!

	
[advert]

	
Policy Propagates Prejudice 

p. 7

	
22 Years After Merdeka. An Appraisal of the Racial Problem in Malaysia 

p. 7

	
Racial Policy from Merdeka (1957) to the May 13 Racial Riot Incident (1969)

	
Racial Policy after the May 13 Incident

	
1. On Education Opportunity

	
2. Employment Opportunities

	
3. Commerce and Industry

	
Who Benefits from NEP?

	
Conclusion



	
Multinationals: The Nuts and Bolts Approach

	
Controlling Interest

	
Economic Manipulation

	
Political Manipulation



	
A Legacy of Financial Problems 

p. 8

	
[Introduction] 

p. 8

	
Some Accounts Presented

	
How NZUSA Got into the Shit



	
NZUSA August Council

	
Grubbiness in STB

	
[Introduction]

	
New Board Members Elected

	
Board Member Sacked

	
No Warning Given



	
Liddell Replies



	
Policy on Sheep 

p. 10

	
[Introduction] 

p. 10

	
Successful Commission

	
The Policy

	
Victoria does Well

	
[advert]



	
Rec Centre 

p. 11

	
D Gym 

p. 11

	
INCERoom

	
NG Room



	
Student Health

	
Menstruation and Examinations

	
Confessin the Menstrual Blues



	
Sauna

	
Books — (Which?) Unbridled Power? 

p. 12

	
A further Comment on Geoffrey Palmer's Recent Book 

p. 12

	
The Cause of the Problems

	
Monopolies Forcing Centralism

	
Cross-Fertilization

	
Strain on the Welfare State

	
[advert]



	
t Pays So What's the Problem? 

p. 13

	
[Introduction] 

p. 13

	
he Benefits

	
CDD

	
Dioxins from Combustion

	
Agent Orange-Veterans' Lawsuits

	
Alsea, Oregon

	
Seveso, Italy

	
Birth Defects Human Health

	
The Environment



	
Drama — Costumes were Brilliant

	
Youthline 

p. 14

	
[advert]

	
Notices

	
Harrier Club

	
Christian Union

	
Catholic Society

	
Drama Studies Public Forum

	
Folder Found

	
Feminism — What is it?

	
Progressive Students' Alliance Meeting

	
[advert]



	
Letters 

p. 15

	
liman's Right of Choice

	
rage Student Speaks Out

	
Solidarity with Chile!

	
As Bad as 'Truth'

	
More Opposition to Gay Rights

	
So Much for "Liberated Man"

	
A Totally Absorbing Letter

	
The Guilty Always Write Letters

	
Attacks on David Lo

	
The Role of Protest 

p. 16

	
* 

p. 16

	
1. Forms of Protest

	
2. Right, Privilege or Obligation?

	
3. $1500 Fee is a Discrimination

	
4. Where does the Fight Begin?

	
5. Concern for Vietnamese Refugees

	
6. Marching for the Refugees



	
An end to Anonymity

	
"Foolery Sir..."

	
Good-bye Llamas Hello World!

	
Christian Charity

	
Nearly Half a Stone

	
A Pertinent Question

	
Where's the Right?



	
Studass Elections!

	
Annual Executive Elections (for 1980)

	
By-election for 1979 Executive

	
[advert]












Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Official Newspaper of the Victoria University Students' Association. Vol 42 No. 21. September 3 1979

[title page]





      

        
[image: Salient banner]

        
          
... 
And none of it's in Salient

          

            
Official Newspaper of the Victoria University of Wellington Students Assn.
          

        
        
          Volume 42 Number 21

        
        
          3 September
 1979
        
      

    








Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Official Newspaper of the Victoria University Students' Association. Vol 42 No. 21. September 3 1979



Contents


	
This Week (or Therfabouts.....

	
Editorial 

p. 2

	
[Introduction] 

p. 2

	
Differential fees Across the Tasman



	
Salient Notes

	
President

	
Top of the Week — cred Necessary fallacy 

p. 3

	
[Introduction] 

p. 3

	
wrds or Backwards

	
Fiscal Foolery

	
"A $ B Theorem"

	
The Creation of Money (or How to not Control Inflation.)

	
[advert]



	
Graffiti of the Week

	
Bottom of the Week — Unholy Marriage

	
For Chrissakes Shut Up! 

p. 4

	
SRC Report

	
Reports from Council

	
Out of Reports and into the World

	
Abortion Debated



	
Should Students Join Unions?

	
[Introduction]

	
Who Needs Protection?

	
It Won't Happen to Me

	
Who Cares about Being a Scab?



	
What's So Special About SRC? 

p. 5

	
[Introduction] 

p. 5

	
Investigation is Essential

	
The Dilemma of "Participatory Democracy"

	
The Constitutional Position

	
Conclusion

	
[advert]



	
Shops Giving Student Discounts 

p. 6

	
Chelsea Records 

p. 6

	
The Stereo Shop

	
Spenser Digby Photographers

	
The Music Shack

	
Downstage Theatre

	
Whites Yamaha

	
Squash Center

	
Atlantis Sauna

	
Strand Tailors

	
Felicity Gowns

	
Gubbs Shoes

	
Frank Petrie

	
Wholesale Furnishers

	
Majors Hairstylist

	
G. Webster

	
Whitcombe & Cauldwell

	
Langwood Cameras

	
Clements & Holmes

	
Silvermine

	
Nash's Leather Arcade

	
Photo News

	
Giftique

	
Vanvi Ltd

	
Something Different

	
Narnia Ltd

	
Rochelles Shoes Boutique

	
Tiffanies Record Boutique

	
Lambswool Poroducts

	
Majestic Pharmacy

	
Camera & Camera

	
Unisex Hair

	
London Bag Shop

	
Nimmos

	
Woodcraft Interiors

	
Kamal

	
Capital Watch Services

	
Quay Audio Ltd

	
Timothy's Jewellers

	
Fyfes

	
Just Jeans

	
Beders Fashions

	
Vic Book Centre

	
Salvis Trouser Bar

	
Fantasy Card Shop

	
Walker & Hall

	
Mathews & Livingstone

	
Rembrant Studios

	
David Sercombe Optical

	
Optical Prescriptions

	
Butlands Material

	
Oxleys Electrical

	
Beggs

	
Cuba Chemists

	
Hire Pool

	
Domion Budget

	
Floral Boutique

	
Hygiea Sauna

	
The Booth & Hair 2000

	
Hair 2000

	
British Office Supplies

	
Macey's Fabrics

	
Wharehouse Clothing Co



	
Legal Referral Scheme

	
Cheap Food Cheap Food — Food Co-Op

	
Rec Centre

	
Special Screening!

	
[advert]

	
Policy Propagates Prejudice 

p. 7

	
22 Years After Merdeka. An Appraisal of the Racial Problem in Malaysia 

p. 7

	
Racial Policy from Merdeka (1957) to the May 13 Racial Riot Incident (1969)

	
Racial Policy after the May 13 Incident

	
1. On Education Opportunity

	
2. Employment Opportunities

	
3. Commerce and Industry

	
Who Benefits from NEP?

	
Conclusion



	
Multinationals: The Nuts and Bolts Approach

	
Controlling Interest

	
Economic Manipulation

	
Political Manipulation



	
A Legacy of Financial Problems 

p. 8

	
[Introduction] 

p. 8

	
Some Accounts Presented

	
How NZUSA Got into the Shit



	
NZUSA August Council

	
Grubbiness in STB

	
[Introduction]

	
New Board Members Elected

	
Board Member Sacked

	
No Warning Given



	
Liddell Replies



	
Policy on Sheep 

p. 10

	
[Introduction] 

p. 10

	
Successful Commission

	
The Policy

	
Victoria does Well

	
[advert]



	
Rec Centre 

p. 11

	
D Gym 

p. 11

	
INCERoom

	
NG Room



	
Student Health

	
Menstruation and Examinations

	
Confessin the Menstrual Blues



	
Sauna

	
Books — (Which?) Unbridled Power? 

p. 12

	
A further Comment on Geoffrey Palmer's Recent Book 

p. 12

	
The Cause of the Problems

	
Monopolies Forcing Centralism

	
Cross-Fertilization

	
Strain on the Welfare State

	
[advert]



	
t Pays So What's the Problem? 

p. 13

	
[Introduction] 

p. 13

	
he Benefits

	
CDD

	
Dioxins from Combustion

	
Agent Orange-Veterans' Lawsuits

	
Alsea, Oregon

	
Seveso, Italy

	
Birth Defects Human Health

	
The Environment



	
Drama — Costumes were Brilliant

	
Youthline 

p. 14

	
[advert]

	
Notices

	
Harrier Club

	
Christian Union

	
Catholic Society

	
Drama Studies Public Forum

	
Folder Found

	
Feminism — What is it?

	
Progressive Students' Alliance Meeting

	
[advert]



	
Letters 

p. 15

	
liman's Right of Choice

	
rage Student Speaks Out

	
Solidarity with Chile!

	
As Bad as 'Truth'

	
More Opposition to Gay Rights

	
So Much for "Liberated Man"

	
A Totally Absorbing Letter

	
The Guilty Always Write Letters

	
Attacks on David Lo

	
The Role of Protest 

p. 16

	
* 

p. 16

	
1. Forms of Protest

	
2. Right, Privilege or Obligation?

	
3. $1500 Fee is a Discrimination

	
4. Where does the Fight Begin?

	
5. Concern for Vietnamese Refugees

	
6. Marching for the Refugees



	
An end to Anonymity

	
"Foolery Sir..."

	
Good-bye Llamas Hello World!

	
Christian Charity

	
Nearly Half a Stone

	
A Pertinent Question

	
Where's the Right?



	
Studass Elections!

	
Annual Executive Elections (for 1980)

	
By-election for 1979 Executive

	
[advert]










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Official Newspaper of the Victoria University Students' Association. Vol 42 No. 21. September 3 1979

This Week (or Therfabouts.....



        

This Week (or Therfabouts......

        

[
unclear: demonstration] at the Democratic Convention in Chicago wore gassed, beaten and arrested 
[
unclear: of] police (28 Aug 1968). Picture: Jerry Rubin, one of the Chicago Seven. 2 Allende, 
[
unclear: we] first democratically elected 'Marxist' in South America, came to power (4 Sept 1970). 
[
unclear: jjyen] year later he was overthrown in a bloody coup actively supported by the CIA 
[
unclear: 1]Sept 1973). 3: 400 peasants involved in an uprising in Norfolk surrendered on the promise 
[
unclear: pirdon] and were from hanged from trees in the market (27 Aug 1549). 4: Karl Marx's Das 
[
unclear: pital] was published (25 Aug 1867). 5 Geoffrey Palmer (pictured here at the National 
[
unclear: ry] Club AGM on campus some years ago) gained a seat in Parliament (18 Aug 1979). Ceopatra died by clasping an asp to her breast (30 Aug 30BC). 7: The war m Ireland 
[
unclear: M] the IRA claiming the lives of the most British troops ever in a single day, and also that 
[
unclear: earl] Mountbatten (28 Aug 1979). 8 Diana Palmer became the mother of a child that is 
[
unclear: to] be conclusively proved a boy (28 Aug 1979). 9 The Communist Party of Great Britain continues its corrupt debate on television on whether it should go the Euro communist way (Last episode 1 Sept 1979). 10 Mao Zedong died (9 Sept 1976)

        
As well as all that Elvis Presley finally kicked the bucket (Aug 1977). General McArthur occupied Japan (Aug 1945). Goering was elected President of the Reichstag (30 Aug 1932), Vietnam proclaimed its independence, but had to fight on 11 years against the French, and 19 years after that against the USA (2 Sept 1945). Unfortunately, it didn't stop once the US was beaten. The London dockers strike, during which the Red Flag was written, was won by the dockers (10 Sept 1897), Rioting prisoners in Attica State 
[
unclear: iail] were crushed by the army, sent in by Governor Rockefeller (8 Sept 1971); and a top flight energy report was released making much the same recommendations that Salient outlined a few months ago (29 Aug 1979)

        

          

[image: CLEOPATRA COMMITED SUICIDE BY HOLDING A BEAST TO HER ASS Try Euro Communism the pause that refreshes BY TRADITION, THE FIRST ONE GOES TO THE BEASTS UNCLE WALKER * CAN I SHOOT HIM FIRST? * FOR THE GHOST WHO WALKS.]
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Editorial





        

          
Editorial
        

        

          
Now that the Education Fightback campaign appears to be over, or at least with nothing actively going on in it that I can see, our adversaries are coming out of the woodwork to challenge the various allegations that were made in the course of that campaign about the Government's attitude to education. Bill Renwick, Director-General of Education, was widely reported recently, saying that the amount voted to Education in the last Budget represented a 10.8°/o increase from last year, and that people who argued that the Government was cutting back on educational expenditure were talking through a hole in their hat.

          
It is certainly true that, if we ignore the supplementary grant in October last year, the increase was l0.8%. However as this is less than the rate of inflation during that period, it is hard to really claim that Government is maintaining its commitment to education. This "commitment" will no doubt be touted around even more when the supplementary estimates are announced later in the year, which are expected to put another $150 million into education. There is however one particularly important point to remember: the supplementary grants will be used almost entirely for increases in salaries, which presently constitute 68% of Vote Education. So the supplementary allowances should not be seen as real increases in expenditure (in the sense of allowing more thing to be done) but rather as necessry increases in expenditure to retain existing levels of activity.

          
But it is hard to believe that Renwick's statements have fooled anyone. The attitude of Government is quite clearly revealed by the statements of our hapless Minister of Education. His suggestions of "on-the-job" training for secondary school teachers, the new TSG, a refusal to improve conditions of Kindergarten teachers, closures of teachers' training colleges all bear witness to a Government that is either stupid or is thinking of ways of trimming expenditure. Indeed, Merv's very appointment of Minister of Education, a senior portfolio, given to a junior minister, suggests that Muldoon has no real intention of giving education a strong voice in cabinet.

        

        

          
Differential fees Across the Tasman

          
For once it would seem that Muldoon has beaten the prolific letter-writer across the Tasman to the draw, and imposed a differential fee of $1500 on all overseas students fully four months before the Fraser Government got around to doing so. But even if he's not too quick, Fraser is at least sure, and last week he announced the imposition of a differential fee on overseas students ranging from $1,500 to $2,600. As in New Zealand, overseas students are being asked to pay the price for economic mismanagement.

          
The two announcements this year are the closing of the last two doors available for students from South East Asia to undertake tertiary study at a cost which some poor families have at least some hope of meeting. As Salient has noted before, for the vast majority of overseas students presently in both these countries, the $1,500 fee is no more attainable than the more expensive fees charged in such countries as England and USA. Unless this policy is opposed in both countries, there may well be hardly any overseas students in Australasia within three or four years. Certainly all that there will be will come from wealthy backgrounds. As far as elitism in aid goes, these policies just about take the cake. Take only the wealthy from the country, and then train them so that they can retain their wealth. Is this to be the basis of New Zealand's aid to the countries of South East Asia and the South Pacific?

          
The imposition of the fee ties in with the Government's frantic attempts to cut expenditure as far as possible without losing any votes. This is becoming more and more apparent every time Merv is unwise enough to open his mouth. On the question of the discriminatory fee he has, in rapid succession, denied that places for overseas students are a form of aid, claimed that overseas students can afford to pay the fee (admitting however that no research on that question has actually been done because Government "did not have the time"), refused to consult with involved groups (because "we knew they would't agree with us") and failed to produce any evidence that supports his contention that overseas students cost New Zealand any significant amount of money.

          
He added even more confusion to the reasons behind the new policy answering a recent question in Parliament, when he said, "I am sure that (overseas students) are not displacing New Zealand students from courses, because, apart from a few sponsored students, they are not offered places for which there is restricted entry." So, we must ask, what is the reason for the new fee? The only answer that completely answers the questions is one of desperate cost cutting. And after this, people like Renwick expect the public of New Zealand to believe that the Governments is honouring its commitments to education and not instituting any cuts in this vital area!

          

Peter Beach.

          

            

[image: Drawing of a person sweeping hearts under the bed]
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Salient Notes
        

        
It was just after lunch when Stephen A'Court attacked the filing cabinet. "You filthy bastard" he howled, diving across the room and butting it viciously with his head. Grant Gillatt parted his eyebrows and peered limpidly at Stephen, his nostrils twitching in a simian gesture of inquiry. Apparently unable to come to terms with the obscurity of Stephen's action. Grant turned his wonderously bovine eyes beseechingly towards Rire Scotney who tossed a peppermint onto his lower lip. Peter Beach, obviously motivated by insane jealousy, drew himself up to his full height and bit bob Wallace savagely, just below the knee cap.

        
An emotional scene was only just avoided by Virginia Adams' timely arrival, almost buried under a vast mountain of zucchinis every one of them dripping with vinegar. Jessica Wilson's delicate olafactory apparatus immediately caught the exquisite fragrance of these rather noisome substances, and she flung herself upon the already overburdened Adams, whimpering with desire. It was horrible. Zucchinis went everywhere Andrew Beach leapt backwards, but he was not fast enough. "Got vinegar all over your new boots, ey" smirked Barry Weeber, nastily.

        
Meanwhile down in the cafe, Simon Wilson, whose ears are nothing if not acute, heard the faraway smirk. Deciding to join in the cruel taunting, he leapt out of his chair and rushed out out of the cafe, through a display stand, a plate glass window and into a rubbish bin. Lorraine Wilson, who had been enjoying a quiet break from typesetting, gave a nervous start. "Who are you hiding from?" she asked. Simon, whose senses were still somewhat in disarray, could only wave his feet sadly in the air. The sight of an apparently irrelevant pair of feet emerging from a rubbish bin so impressed Mark Wilson that he stopped shaving for a six months and grew a wispy moustache — nearly. Not to be outdone, Jonathon Scott emerged the next day with his hair in unattractive curls, making him look rather like an ill sheep suffering from a severe emotional trauma.

        
Jonathon Taylor was the only one apparently unaffected by the general nausea. "Well," he grinned, "Graeme Robertson's no beauty either". "You're fairly revolting, you know" hissed Geoff Byng. with all the force he could muster. Andrew Ross however developed a far a way look in his eyes, and weighed up the possible openings for a cosmetic ad. The only sanity that seemed to prevail was from Fergus Barrowman of all people, who sprawled in a corner, training for the competition he was having with Geoff Adams, the winner being the one who failed the most exams.

        
Salient was edited by Peter Beach, published by VUWSA, Private Bag, Wellington, and printed by Wanganui Newspapers, P.O. Box 433, Wanganui.
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President
        

        

          

[image: Photo of Caroline Massof]
        

        
In a University Council meeting last Monday, council passed a motion urging the Government to postpone the new Tertiary Study Grant scheme until at least 1981. Although this is a welcome move from Council, supported by the Students Association, it is not as firm a stand as we believe should be taken.

        
The 1979 Budget states "The Government has decided to revise the bursary provisions for tertiary students in order to promote more equitable and effective financial assistance." Superficially, this seems to be a desirable objective for the Government to have but when the means of implementing this policy are investigated there is, from the students' point of view, much cause for concern.

        
Basically the new Tertiary Study Grant System entails:



	(a)
	Students who this year are on the abated bursary rate ($19 per week) will now receive $23.


	(b)
	Students on the unabated rate ($30 per week) will have this basic grant cut to $23.


	(c)
	To obtain more than $23 a student must demonstrate hardship and to do so will require information about the students financial position and if the student is single and under 20, his or her parents financial position is also taken into account.


	(d)
	Payment of 25% of University course fees.


	(e)
	Criteria for retaining 'A' and 'B' supplementary bursaries have been tightened.



        
Students who qualify for the basic grant of $23, can apply for the extra $17 if they demonstrate need. The Education Department decides how much of this $17 they should receive. It should be noted at this stage that statistics compiled by NZUSA showed that only 3.3% of students applying for a hardship grant this year received one. If it is as low under the new scheme, it is quite obvious many students, especially those living away from home, will not be able to afford to continue their studies.

        
At NZUSA August Council, the Education Commission voted to launch a campaign against the TSG for the remainder of this year. One of the 
[
unclear: mb] objectives will be to encourage as 
[
unclear: man] students as possible throughout the 
[
unclear: count] to make the preliminary 
[
unclear: applicatioi] (probably around October, November) 
[
unclear: fo] the hardship grant. What will be asked 
[
unclear: ir] this application, will be for you to 
[
unclear: giv] some indication of your expected 
[
unclear: holidu] earnings, and also how much you expect 
[
unclear: to] earn during 1980. The reason for the preliminary application, according to the Education Department, is so students will have some idea of how much money they can expect in Tertiary assistance, in order for them to plan their courses. It is quite obvious most students will have no idea where they will be working for the holidays, how much they will be earning, even if they will be able to find a job at all.

        
I believe the amount students expect and what you will actually get will be way out But it is important for as many students as possible to apply — where because of the huge administration needed to implement the scheme, the Government will be forced to either abolish it, or postpone it.

        
There will be a detailed article coming up in Salient about just what the new tertiary Study Grant will mean to students but if anyone wants any information on the new system before this, do not hesitate to come along to the Studass Office and either talk to me or another executive member about it.

        

          
Caroline Massof
        

        

          

[image: JOE SPUTNIK AND THE MYSTRY OF RAVIOLI'S FATHER EPISODE 18 were slding oh what have done? "ANOTHER DROP" oops ABRA DABRA ANOTHER DISASTER Good day! I've been expecting you! Continued ...]
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Top of the Week — cred Necessary fallacy





        
Top of the Week

        

[
unclear: cred] Necessary 
[
unclear: fallacy]

        

          


[
unclear: Li] deserves full marks for pushing 
[
unclear: If] But just what is it pushing? Kathy 
[
unclear: Hpa] reviews the recent Social Credit 
[
unclear: rence].

          

[
unclear: he] leadership claimed it was the most 
[
unclear: jflnt] conference yet, and the media 
[
unclear: ed] it up. From a publicity point of 
[
unclear: teh] that's a good claim to make and 
[
unclear: al] Credit does it well: the claim has 
[
unclear: i] made every year since 1974 and it will 
[
unclear: be] to be made for at least another two 
[
unclear: s] yet.

          

[
unclear: sking] in the glory of a small-vote, 
[
unclear: ll] lead over National in the not-even- 
[
unclear: ran] stakes of a safe Labour seat, the 
[
unclear: gue] elected its youngest ever President 
[
unclear: rd] its youngest ever speaker. It also 
[
unclear: lucted] the conference at the Avondale course, a home of (one of) the oldest Sessions in the world.

          

[
unclear: jt] it's not gambling that Socred want 
[
unclear: o] engage in. Quite the contrary. The NZ 
[
unclear: al] Credit Political League's publicity 
[
unclear: hine] has made a subtle leap forward, have been told for some time now that the only party with a real programme the future. This used to be because Nail and Labour are both the same.

          

[
unclear: ow] look at the rhetoric. It's good, and 
[
unclear: popular] Socred joins with National to 
[
unclear: id] Labour an "apology" for "State 
[
unclear: dism]", and echoes Labour's claim that 
[
unclear: onal] espouses "priveleged and elitist 
[
unclear: rprise]". Implication: with these 
[
unclear: rrences], Socred is the middle, sensible, 
[
unclear: rcssive] party to unite New Zealand. 
[
unclear: ial] Credit is not Right or Left, but 
[
unclear: rd,]" as the League's research Officer Hunter claimed.

        

        

          

[
unclear: wrds] or Backwards

          

[
unclear: xriil] Credit has always tried to avoid normal forms of political 
[
unclear: acterisation.] As recently as two years a League spokesperson told Vic 
[
unclear: ents] at a forum that Socred did not 
[
unclear: be] a unified coherent social policy. This because, as a League, the common 
[
unclear: Dr] in the membership was fidelity to the 
[
unclear: all] policies. League members covered a 
[
unclear: range] of political and social thought, 
[
unclear: 
vert] told.

          

[
unclear: s] a viable political force, Socred doesn't end that anymore. Every candidate who 
[
unclear: i] ever stood in Wellington region has noted reactionary ideas: the unions 
[
unclear: lid] be made to realise that the interests 
[
unclear: usiness] are their interests; the state 
[
unclear: ild] only help those who help themselves 
[
unclear: beneficaries] by definition do not help 
[
unclear: nselves]); abortion is a crime and the 
[
unclear: lan's] place is in the home, etc, etc. 
[
unclear: y] leader Bruce Beetham and the 
[
unclear: istchurch] Central candidate in the by- 
[
unclear: tion], Heffernan, share these views.

          

[
unclear: xred] draws it support, in town and 
[
unclear: itry], from small business people, 
[
unclear: pkeepers], small farmers, the people are being squeezed out as the New 
[
unclear: iland] economy gets further 
[
unclear: lopolised]. In other parts of the world, 
[
unclear: i] parties have come to prominence in a of severe economic repression, and 
[
unclear: e] tended to fall prey to those on the 
[
unclear: rne] right wing.

          

[
unclear: nice] Beetham is no Adolf Hitler. Far 
[
unclear: n] it. But the promises of overcoming the 
[
unclear: nglehold] of monopolies, keeping the 
[
unclear: 5ns] in their place, and making life 
[
unclear: an] again for the people caught in the 
[
unclear: die] are all too familiar. There was a programme shown on West German television recently, in which people reminisced about exactly these things that had attracted them to the Nazi Party.

        

        

          
Fiscal Foolery

          
Social Credit has stopped trying to explain its monetary policy. It proclaims that people aren't fooled by cries of "funny money" any more. The idea is that if this proclamation is kept up loud and long enough people will forget there ever was anything to be fooled about in the first place. Now that Socred has drafted the "New Zealand Credit and Currency Bill" everything is supposed to look respectable and foolproof. As if any financial system will mechanically work well just because it exists.

          
Beetham stated at the conference: "The new confidence the country want can only come with financial reform and that will only come with Social Credit." What does this reform involve? To start with, Socred takes a convenient premise: "Economic laws are usually conventional laws and therefore can be altered if required" (RSJ Rands: 
The Problem of Money.) This is patent nonsense. If it was actually true, couldn't we just make up economic laws to get us out of the crisis? Yet that is exactly what Socred wants to do.

          
There are several different strands to the Social Credit economic theory, which have been given varying importance at various times. The strands have two features in common. One, they all assert that somehow or other there is a permanent shortage of purchasing power in the economy. Two, they fail to grasp the realities of modern monopoly capitalism.

        

        

          
"A $ B Theorem"

          
The "A $ B Theorem" was invented by Major Douglas during WW1 as a means of explaining a "gap" between incomes distributed to consumers and cost incurred by businesses in running production. According to Douglas, firms nave to make two types of payments: salaries, wages, etc (A); and raw materials, depreciation, tax, rent, etc (B). "...everv business has to recover A $ B costs from the public, but distributes only A incomes," claims a NZSC publication, 
The Problem of Money.

          
This is easily exposed if one considers that all the "B" payments also represent income to other people: raw material producing companies, banks, transport companies, etc. These people spend the money in their turn, and, since every cost to one person is income to another, production will be balanced throughout the whole economy.

          
Economic crises occur because of the many conflicting interests and the anarchy they cause in capitalist production, not as Socred supposes. If the A $ B Theorem was correct, there could never be a boom, and in fact capitalism could never have developed out of feudalism!

        

        

          
The Creation of Money (or How to not Control Inflation.)

          
Social Credit claims that the amount of money in circulation (the monetary base) is decreasing, while its circulation is becoming more rapid, largely due to the operations of financiers who cream off a huge profit in interest on loans, "Under modern conditons," the NZSC pamphlet 
Cause and Cure argues, "a further reduction in the monetary base makes inflation worse." The Social Credit solution is to increase the money supply, while slowing its rate of circulation, and simultaneously to eliminate financial exploiters.

          
There are two faults in this reasoning. Firstly, it is incorrect to say that the amount of money in circulation has decreased in relation to the real output of goods and services (GNP) in the economy. Money has become relatively more plentiful over the last 20 years; so to maintain a stable price level it would be necessary to increase the supply at a slower, not faster rate than at present.

          
Secondly, it is wrong to assume that there is any definite relationship between the size of the money supply and the rate of inflation. In 1975/76, for example, the money supply increased in relation to the GNP, and there was a drop in the rate of circulation. Under Socred logic, inflation would not have decreased, yet it jumped to 15.7%.

          
Social Credit identifies financiers as the root cause of economic crises, and seeks to fiddle the financial superstructure to overcome such crises. It does not appreciate that the monopoly capitalist class as a whole must be attacked. This cannot be done by changing the economic laws: the class itself must be forbidden from using those laws to its own advantage.

          
As the economic crisis worsens. Social Credit could appeal more and more. In the words of one commentator, it is "a well-founded, though necessarily confused, cry of protest raised by the remaining independent producers against the ever growing domination of the great monopolistic capitalist groups." It pretends to be able to preserve capitalism for the small producers. A dangerous, but for them, necessary, fallacy.

          

Kathy Jamieson.

          

            
(A fuller article on Social Credit economic theory was published in 
Salient, 28 August 1978, We have copies in the Salient office if anyone is interested.)

          

        

        

          

            

[image: Apology Salient would like to apologise for a misprint that occured in a recent issue (No. 19, August 6, 1979.) In the advertisement placed by the Department of Trade & Industry, there was a typographical error in the phone number of the Department, which was given as 729-030, instead of the correct 720-030. Department of Trade and Industry phone 720-030]
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[
unclear: Li] deserves full marks for pushing 
[
unclear: If] But just what is it pushing? Kathy 
[
unclear: Hpa] reviews the recent Social Credit 
[
unclear: rence].

          

[
unclear: he] leadership claimed it was the most 
[
unclear: jflnt] conference yet, and the media 
[
unclear: ed] it up. From a publicity point of 
[
unclear: teh] that's a good claim to make and 
[
unclear: al] Credit does it well: the claim has 
[
unclear: i] made every year since 1974 and it will 
[
unclear: be] to be made for at least another two 
[
unclear: s] yet.

          

[
unclear: sking] in the glory of a small-vote, 
[
unclear: ll] lead over National in the not-even- 
[
unclear: ran] stakes of a safe Labour seat, the 
[
unclear: gue] elected its youngest ever President 
[
unclear: rd] its youngest ever speaker. It also 
[
unclear: lucted] the conference at the Avondale course, a home of (one of) the oldest Sessions in the world.

          

[
unclear: jt] it's not gambling that Socred want 
[
unclear: o] engage in. Quite the contrary. The NZ 
[
unclear: al] Credit Political League's publicity 
[
unclear: hine] has made a subtle leap forward, have been told for some time now that the only party with a real programme the future. This used to be because Nail and Labour are both the same.

          

[
unclear: ow] look at the rhetoric. It's good, and 
[
unclear: popular] Socred joins with National to 
[
unclear: id] Labour an "apology" for "State 
[
unclear: dism]", and echoes Labour's claim that 
[
unclear: onal] espouses "priveleged and elitist 
[
unclear: rprise]". Implication: with these 
[
unclear: rrences], Socred is the middle, sensible, 
[
unclear: rcssive] party to unite New Zealand. 
[
unclear: ial] Credit is not Right or Left, but 
[
unclear: rd,]" as the League's research Officer Hunter claimed.
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[
unclear: wrds] or Backwards

          

[
unclear: xriil] Credit has always tried to avoid normal forms of political 
[
unclear: acterisation.] As recently as two years a League spokesperson told Vic 
[
unclear: ents] at a forum that Socred did not 
[
unclear: be] a unified coherent social policy. This because, as a League, the common 
[
unclear: Dr] in the membership was fidelity to the 
[
unclear: all] policies. League members covered a 
[
unclear: range] of political and social thought, 
[
unclear: 
vert] told.

          

[
unclear: s] a viable political force, Socred doesn't end that anymore. Every candidate who 
[
unclear: i] ever stood in Wellington region has noted reactionary ideas: the unions 
[
unclear: lid] be made to realise that the interests 
[
unclear: usiness] are their interests; the state 
[
unclear: ild] only help those who help themselves 
[
unclear: beneficaries] by definition do not help 
[
unclear: nselves]); abortion is a crime and the 
[
unclear: lan's] place is in the home, etc, etc. 
[
unclear: y] leader Bruce Beetham and the 
[
unclear: istchurch] Central candidate in the by- 
[
unclear: tion], Heffernan, share these views.

          

[
unclear: xred] draws it support, in town and 
[
unclear: itry], from small business people, 
[
unclear: pkeepers], small farmers, the people are being squeezed out as the New 
[
unclear: iland] economy gets further 
[
unclear: lopolised]. In other parts of the world, 
[
unclear: i] parties have come to prominence in a of severe economic repression, and 
[
unclear: e] tended to fall prey to those on the 
[
unclear: rne] right wing.

          

[
unclear: nice] Beetham is no Adolf Hitler. Far 
[
unclear: n] it. But the promises of overcoming the 
[
unclear: nglehold] of monopolies, keeping the 
[
unclear: 5ns] in their place, and making life 
[
unclear: an] again for the people caught in the 
[
unclear: die] are all too familiar. There was a programme shown on West German television recently, in which people reminisced about exactly these things that had attracted them to the Nazi Party.
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Fiscal Foolery



          
Fiscal Foolery

          
Social Credit has stopped trying to explain its monetary policy. It proclaims that people aren't fooled by cries of "funny money" any more. The idea is that if this proclamation is kept up loud and long enough people will forget there ever was anything to be fooled about in the first place. Now that Socred has drafted the "New Zealand Credit and Currency Bill" everything is supposed to look respectable and foolproof. As if any financial system will mechanically work well just because it exists.

          
Beetham stated at the conference: "The new confidence the country want can only come with financial reform and that will only come with Social Credit." What does this reform involve? To start with, Socred takes a convenient premise: "Economic laws are usually conventional laws and therefore can be altered if required" (RSJ Rands: 
The Problem of Money.) This is patent nonsense. If it was actually true, couldn't we just make up economic laws to get us out of the crisis? Yet that is exactly what Socred wants to do.

          
There are several different strands to the Social Credit economic theory, which have been given varying importance at various times. The strands have two features in common. One, they all assert that somehow or other there is a permanent shortage of purchasing power in the economy. Two, they fail to grasp the realities of modern monopoly capitalism.
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"A $ B Theorem"



          
"A $ B Theorem"

          
The "A $ B Theorem" was invented by Major Douglas during WW1 as a means of explaining a "gap" between incomes distributed to consumers and cost incurred by businesses in running production. According to Douglas, firms nave to make two types of payments: salaries, wages, etc (A); and raw materials, depreciation, tax, rent, etc (B). "...everv business has to recover A $ B costs from the public, but distributes only A incomes," claims a NZSC publication, 
The Problem of Money.

          
This is easily exposed if one considers that all the "B" payments also represent income to other people: raw material producing companies, banks, transport companies, etc. These people spend the money in their turn, and, since every cost to one person is income to another, production will be balanced throughout the whole economy.

          
Economic crises occur because of the many conflicting interests and the anarchy they cause in capitalist production, not as Socred supposes. If the A $ B Theorem was correct, there could never be a boom, and in fact capitalism could never have developed out of feudalism!
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The Creation of Money (or How to not Control Inflation.)



          
The Creation of Money (or How to not Control Inflation.)

          
Social Credit claims that the amount of money in circulation (the monetary base) is decreasing, while its circulation is becoming more rapid, largely due to the operations of financiers who cream off a huge profit in interest on loans, "Under modern conditons," the NZSC pamphlet 
Cause and Cure argues, "a further reduction in the monetary base makes inflation worse." The Social Credit solution is to increase the money supply, while slowing its rate of circulation, and simultaneously to eliminate financial exploiters.

          
There are two faults in this reasoning. Firstly, it is incorrect to say that the amount of money in circulation has decreased in relation to the real output of goods and services (GNP) in the economy. Money has become relatively more plentiful over the last 20 years; so to maintain a stable price level it would be necessary to increase the supply at a slower, not faster rate than at present.

          
Secondly, it is wrong to assume that there is any definite relationship between the size of the money supply and the rate of inflation. In 1975/76, for example, the money supply increased in relation to the GNP, and there was a drop in the rate of circulation. Under Socred logic, inflation would not have decreased, yet it jumped to 15.7%.

          
Social Credit identifies financiers as the root cause of economic crises, and seeks to fiddle the financial superstructure to overcome such crises. It does not appreciate that the monopoly capitalist class as a whole must be attacked. This cannot be done by changing the economic laws: the class itself must be forbidden from using those laws to its own advantage.

          
As the economic crisis worsens. Social Credit could appeal more and more. In the words of one commentator, it is "a well-founded, though necessarily confused, cry of protest raised by the remaining independent producers against the ever growing domination of the great monopolistic capitalist groups." It pretends to be able to preserve capitalism for the small producers. A dangerous, but for them, necessary, fallacy.

          

Kathy Jamieson.

          

            
(A fuller article on Social Credit economic theory was published in 
Salient, 28 August 1978, We have copies in the Salient office if anyone is interested.)
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[advert]



          

            

[image: Apology Salient would like to apologise for a misprint that occured in a recent issue (No. 19, August 6, 1979.) In the advertisement placed by the Department of Trade & Industry, there was a typographical error in the phone number of the Department, which was given as 729-030, instead of the correct 720-030. Department of Trade and Industry phone 720-030]
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Graffiti of the Week



        

          
Graffiti of the Week
        

        

          

[image: Drawing of people writing on a blackboard]
        

        
1978 was a good year for dead popes

        
Please don't erase, I want to get into Salient's graffiti column.

        
When God made man, she was only testing

        
Neil Young is God.

        
God Tim, that's a bit much.

        
Free press is owning one

        
Military intelligence is a contradiction in terms

        
No left turn unstoned
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Bottom of the Week — Unholy Marriage



        
Bottom of the Week

        
Unholy Marriage

        
Did you ever hear the story about the Kiwi who tried to get into the Kangaroo's pouch? Beggars can't be choosers but mixed marriage is absolutely out of the question. I ask you, would you let your daughter marry one of them bounders?

        
Oh, yes, the story. It went something like this. One day the Kiwi was drinking at the local, feel ing pretty down and under, when who should swagger in but a cocky Kangaroo with a pouch full of Fosters. "Holy Malcolm Fraser!" said the Kiwi, "he needs the piss taken out of him." Unfortunately, at this stage, the Kiwi's brain became cloudy with that dreaded local disease known as 'Kiwi ingenuity'. "Now," said the Kiwi, sensing his chance to do a bit of free-loading, "wouldn't it be more neighbourly to ride along in his pouch?"

        
So the Kiwi sauntered over to the Kangaroo, and looking him straight in the eye said, "How do you say 'fish and chips'?" "Feesh 'n' cheeps," belched the Kangaroo. The Kiwi fled back to his corner aghast at such a faux pas. But his cries fell upon unsuperphosphated ground. "Quieten him with a can of Fosters," said the barman.

        
'I'll compromise myself just this once and give it another go," thought the Kiwi. So he snuck back up to the Kangaroo and said, "What do you think of Roger Gascoigne?" "Poofta!"said the Kangaroo. "Call me Trev," said the Kiwi; "Me name's Bruce," replied the Kangaroo', "what can I do for ya?" "Well it's like this," said the Kiwi, "times are tough and I'm having a bit of trouble with me balancing act. Then there's the gangs, the druggies, the strikes, the farmers, the teachers, not to mention full frontal nudity on the tele. Gimme a break, mate — how- about if I hop into your pouch?" "No worries mate," said the Kangaroo," but what can you do for me?" handing the Kiwi another Fosters. "Well there's plenty of forests to mill, lakes to dam and gas to bum, and we could send you milk-biscuits when you have droughts." "And your industry?" "Oh there's not much to speak of, we're all peasants here — womb to tomb, and with the government's encouragement of light industry, life's a breeze no matter what those whinging fanners make out."

        
"I dunno how you're gonna go in the desert and in the mines then," said the Kangaroo, "still, mostly your peasant types that are here are out there now. And your police don't even have guns. My, what innocent lambs you are. Just wait till we unleash our pet Fraser down here."

        
"But please, no snakes," said the Kiwi.

        
"No worries mate," said the Kangaroo. "Gough Whitlam's good 'n' finished."

        
By this time the Kiwi was feeling very dizzy. "I bags be Prime Minister," he said. But the Kangaroo just handed him another Fosters, saying, "we'll play spin the bottle for that." So they spun the bottle, "I'm it," said the Kangaroo. "Right, since I'm bigger it'll be proportional representation, none of your horsey systems here mate," he continued, giving the Kiwi another can of Fosters. At this point the Kiwi's doublevision failed him and he fell down onto the floor and said "Oh please. Kangaroo, I've read all about unbridled power, so at least make Richard Prebble vice." "No worries mate," said the Kangaroo, "Pebble about sums you guys up. We'll make you a southern territory and call it Bondi- onSpec.

        
"And while we're at it," he said giving him another can, "why don't we get in the family way Asian-wise and have us an Empire. For a start we could round-up those boat people to boost the slave trade.

        
The Kiwi, who was having trouble getting back onto his barstool, whimpered, "you can do anything, Kangaroo, but please don't give me another can of Fosters." So the Kangaroo gave the Kiwi another can of Fosters (which the Kiwi accidentally drank). "There's just one last thing, said the Kangaroo, vomiting all over the Kiwi, "we play Aussie rules." And reader, this was the final crunch. The Kiwi fell into a swoon, but was revived with a can of Fosters, whereupon he squeaked, "Rugby's one thing where only Kiwi rules count." "You hateful little vermin — are you gonna step outside?" taunted the Kangaroo. But the Kiwi got right back onto his bar-stool. And I'm sure, reader, you are quite familiar with what happens when a Kiwi does an Aussie in the pub. Every story has to have a punch-line doesn't it? A Kangaroo, as only a Kiwi is foolish enough to forget, is a fearsome boxer and so saying, the Kangaroo knocked the Kiwi right back to his little island from whence he never dared venture again.

        

          
Richard Riddiford
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For Chrissakes Shut Up!





        
For Chrissakes Shut Up!

            
[image: Drawing of people sleeping in chairs]

        

          
SRC Report

          
The storminess of the last few SRCs meant that the prospect last Wednesday of a brief fairly uncontroversial one was very appealing to most. Apparently, though, it did not appeal to all. At least one person, Paul Norman, couldn't face the possibility of a (choke, gag, I can't say it!) short (yuck!) SRC and so singlehandedly went about making it a long one. I really did get the impression that Paul had got out of bed on the wrong side that morning.

          
Before all that started though, Anne Riddel, language and literature faculty rep, reported that a meeting of the faculty committee during the August vacation had been informed of the possibility of a resignation in the Italian department. With the university currently trying very hard to cut its spending, thanks to the Government cutting its grant, the person resigning probably wouldn't get replaced. There's only three of them anyway, so that could mean the Italian department will be "completely wiped out", said Anne. She asked anybody concerned about this prospect to express that concern to her.

          
Mr Norman then entertained the masses with a report on two meetings of the University Council's committee on site and building development and utilisation which recently discussed the fate of the Hunter Building. This report was in fact brief and informative. Paul said that the plan for retaining the building now involved bolting the outside wall to the back wall, unlike the previous proposal of "using all sorts of funny cements".

          
A lot of concern was expressed that the building would still be unsafe in an earthquake or high winds even after the reinforcement work had been done, he said, but it became apparent at the meeting that "a lot of the concern for safety was being used to discredit the proposals of the Friends of Hunter". Paul added that students should oppose plans to hold a competition to find a design for a replacement for the building unless a study, costing $30,000 is carried out to find out the cost of retaining its facade, so that entrants wishing to do so in their design can put in the costing.

        

        

          
Reports from Council

          
Reports from delegates to August Council followed, with Caroline Massof saying that on the whole she had been "quite disappointed" with it. "It certainly didn't try to keep the spirit of the education campaign going. The campaign isn't over yet and we're still going to fight. We'll be encouraging as many students as possible to apply for hardship grants," she said.

          
Commenting on the non-election at Council of Colin McFadzean as General Vice-President (see full story in last week's Salient), Caroline said that the Victoria delegates, on the grounds of Colin's expressed sexist attitudes, did not consider it responsible to elect him as a national officer.

          
Finance and Administration delegate, Peter Beach, reported that the only outstanding feature of that commission was the decision to raise the levy to $3.53. This increase was mainly because of "skyrocketing administration costs, which are going up In leaps and bounds," said Peter "any one for a mixed metaphor" Beach. 
(another reporter for the blacklisted.)

          
Women's Commission delegate Virginia Adams expanded on Caroline's comments concerning the non-election of 
[
unclear: Co] McFadzean. In association with the 
[
unclear: great] condemnation of sexism at Council 
[
unclear: s] said this was the most significant thing 
[
unclear: the] happened for that Commission.

          
Paul Norman must have been 
[
unclear: gen] restless by this stage because the 
[
unclear: silling] started. He asked Virgina what 
[
unclear: Bl] "particularly sexist behaviour"
[
unclear: she] said had marred previous Councils." 
[
unclear: dgg] the past at Council dinner there have 
[
unclear: been] quite a few sexist jokes and that," 
[
unclear: m] replied. "Ooohhh," Paul said 
[
unclear: ridicul]

          
About Colin, Virginia said he 
[
unclear: ll] "touching women when he had no 
[
unclear: jfl] to". "Oohhh, shame," came the 
[
unclear: com]

          
"I find it appalling that people 
[
unclear: can] laugh at this," said Virginia, and a 
[
unclear: sa] section of the meeting broke into 
[
unclear: juv] titters. The fatuous questioning from 
[
unclear: pa] continued, in fact it got more and 
[
unclear: more] obnoxious, and then he ended up 
[
unclear: tryil] justify himself by saying, "I think you 
[
unclear: B] see what I'm getting at" to a sea of puzzle faces. "The report system simply 
[
unclear: do] work."

          
Welfare delegate Bob Wallace was 
[
unclear: wa] next to get the third degree from Paul 
[
unclear: will] a series of bloody stupid questions, at 
[
unclear: tl] end of which somebody wittily asked 
[
unclear: ic] what size shoes he wears. I'm not 
[
unclear: blan] anybody, (heaven forbid), but I had 
[
unclear: ioc] around at this stage and there weren't 
[
unclear: man] people left.

        

        

          
Out of Reports and into the World

          
Anyway, once all the reports had 
[
unclear: been] given, the meeting moved onto 
[
unclear: gafif] business, and Grant Gillat moved a 
[
unclear: mapo] calling on VUWSA to condemn 
[
unclear: J41] Remuneration Act and to recognise it as a attempt to control wages and depress 
[
unclear: litio] standards. The motion also said that 
[
unclear: the] SRC direct the National Affairs Officer 
[
unclear: I] initiate a campaign against the Act and 
[
unclear: a] part of it to invite a representative from 
[
unclear: the] Trades Council to speak at a forum.

          
Grant said that the Act "put 
[
unclear: more] control in the hands of the Government 
[
unclear: f] industrial disputes" and that the 
[
unclear: whol] thing was "an attack on the 
[
unclear: negotiate] rights on unions".

          
Seconder Tim Rochford said that 
[
unclear: dl] campaign would be mainly an 
[
unclear: educid] one, so it wouldn't cost a lot. He then 
[
unclear: fl] on to urge students to make sure they 
[
unclear: join] unions when (of if?) they got a job 
[
unclear: duf] the summer vacation. After Paul 
[
unclear: Nor] (who else?) had inflicted everybody 
[
unclear: one] again with the sound of his own voice, 
[
unclear: the] motion was passed unanimously.

        

        

          
Abortion Debated

          
Virginia Adams then moved a 
[
unclear: mot] condemning the recent interference in the medical profession by the 
[
unclear: Abo] Supervisory Committee and its attempts to impose a repressive policy on doctors 
[
unclear: and] women that denies women their 
[
unclear: democ] right to control their reproductive lives. 
[
unclear: she] said that the reaction of the committee 
[
unclear: to] information that it was easier to get 
[
unclear: an] abortion in some areas of the country than others was to accuse doctors of interpreting the law too liberally. The committee 
[
unclear: told] the doctors that if they didn't tighten 
[
unclear: up] their interpretation they wouldn't 
[
unclear: be] reappointed as consultants. "This is 
[
unclear: blat] interference by the Government in to women's lives and the work of the medical profession," she concluded. Seconding 
[
unclear: the] motion, Robyn Wood said that 
[
unclear: the] inadequate abortion services in some 
[
unclear: areas] meant that getting an abortion was "just" 
[
unclear: a] matter of chance".

          
Paul Norman, displaying the sort 
[
unclear: of] pedantic attitude that had pervaded 
[
unclear: his] comments and questions throughout 
[
unclear: the] meeting, argued that the motion didn't express its true spirit and moved 
[
unclear: an] amendment that VUWSA call for the replacement of the committee's members by ones sympathetic to the needs of women The amendment lapsed for want of a seconder.

          
Patricia Crowther spoke against 
[
unclear: the] motion, on the grounds that it claimed 
[
unclear: taht] abortion was a women's democratic right but it was passed anyway though with 
[
unclear: three] very loud negative votes.

          
The meeting should have come to 
[
unclear: a] speedy end at this stage but, you guessed 
[
unclear: it] Paul Norman dragged it out. I hope you'll excuse of my not detailing the various comments he made but quite frankly they weren't worth noting down and even less worth reading.

          

Mark Wilson.
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SRC Report

          
The storminess of the last few SRCs meant that the prospect last Wednesday of a brief fairly uncontroversial one was very appealing to most. Apparently, though, it did not appeal to all. At least one person, Paul Norman, couldn't face the possibility of a (choke, gag, I can't say it!) short (yuck!) SRC and so singlehandedly went about making it a long one. I really did get the impression that Paul had got out of bed on the wrong side that morning.

          
Before all that started though, Anne Riddel, language and literature faculty rep, reported that a meeting of the faculty committee during the August vacation had been informed of the possibility of a resignation in the Italian department. With the university currently trying very hard to cut its spending, thanks to the Government cutting its grant, the person resigning probably wouldn't get replaced. There's only three of them anyway, so that could mean the Italian department will be "completely wiped out", said Anne. She asked anybody concerned about this prospect to express that concern to her.

          
Mr Norman then entertained the masses with a report on two meetings of the University Council's committee on site and building development and utilisation which recently discussed the fate of the Hunter Building. This report was in fact brief and informative. Paul said that the plan for retaining the building now involved bolting the outside wall to the back wall, unlike the previous proposal of "using all sorts of funny cements".

          
A lot of concern was expressed that the building would still be unsafe in an earthquake or high winds even after the reinforcement work had been done, he said, but it became apparent at the meeting that "a lot of the concern for safety was being used to discredit the proposals of the Friends of Hunter". Paul added that students should oppose plans to hold a competition to find a design for a replacement for the building unless a study, costing $30,000 is carried out to find out the cost of retaining its facade, so that entrants wishing to do so in their design can put in the costing.
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Reports from Council

          
Reports from delegates to August Council followed, with Caroline Massof saying that on the whole she had been "quite disappointed" with it. "It certainly didn't try to keep the spirit of the education campaign going. The campaign isn't over yet and we're still going to fight. We'll be encouraging as many students as possible to apply for hardship grants," she said.

          
Commenting on the non-election at Council of Colin McFadzean as General Vice-President (see full story in last week's Salient), Caroline said that the Victoria delegates, on the grounds of Colin's expressed sexist attitudes, did not consider it responsible to elect him as a national officer.
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(another reporter for the blacklisted.)
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[
unclear: Co] McFadzean. In association with the 
[
unclear: great] condemnation of sexism at Council 
[
unclear: s] said this was the most significant thing 
[
unclear: the] happened for that Commission.

          
Paul Norman must have been 
[
unclear: gen] restless by this stage because the 
[
unclear: silling] started. He asked Virgina what 
[
unclear: Bl] "particularly sexist behaviour"
[
unclear: she] said had marred previous Councils." 
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unclear: dgg] the past at Council dinner there have 
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unclear: been] quite a few sexist jokes and that," 
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unclear: tryil] justify himself by saying, "I think you 
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unclear: be] reappointed as consultants. "This is 
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unclear: areas] meant that getting an abortion was "just" 
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unclear: a] matter of chance".

          
Paul Norman, displaying the sort 
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unclear: of] pedantic attitude that had pervaded 
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unclear: his] comments and questions throughout 
[
unclear: the] meeting, argued that the motion didn't express its true spirit and moved 
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unclear: an] amendment that VUWSA call for the replacement of the committee's members by ones sympathetic to the needs of women The amendment lapsed for want of a seconder.

          
Patricia Crowther spoke against 
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unclear: the] motion, on the grounds that it claimed 
[
unclear: taht] abortion was a women's democratic right but it was passed anyway though with 
[
unclear: three] very loud negative votes.

          
The meeting should have come to 
[
unclear: a] speedy end at this stage but, you guessed 
[
unclear: it] Paul Norman dragged it out. I hope you'll excuse of my not detailing the various comments he made but quite frankly they weren't worth noting down and even less worth reading.

          

Mark Wilson.
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Should Students Join Unions?

        

          
Eighty per cent of students on the 1977/78 Student Community Service Programme did not join a union. This figure was revealed in an evaluation report of the scheme prepard by the Hawkes Bay Community College. It could be assumed that this figure would be lower for non- SCSP work where there would be a greater tradition of unionization. Nevertheless, this situation should be viewed with concern, not only because students are working without any protection from their employers, but also because of the tendency for students to act as scab labour.

        

        

          
Who Needs Protection?

          
In an economic recession, it is often temporary workers who are the first to go. Though, there are occasions where students are employed in preference to permanent staff, e.g. to finish a contract, once work is over, the students become redundant. Because students are in such a weak bargaining position, it is difficult to fight redundancy or an unjust sacking. With the deepening of the economic crisis, incidents of under-award wages, unsafe working conditions; and dismissals without notice will increase. Students as temporary workers and as individuals are in a vulnerable position. Their only protection is to join a union.

        

        

          
It Won't Happen to Me

          
"Most employers are okay. If I work hard enough I'll be treated fairly". Unfortunately, this is often not true. It is highly likely that at some stage you will experience an employer who considers it a case of dismissing you or losing profits.

          
There have been many examples in recent years of students receiving unjust treatment. During the 1977 Summer vacation, an incident occurred at the Cable Price office at Kaiwharawhara (Wellington) which illustrates the importance of union membership.

          
The Cable Price Corporation advertised for "several university students for general store duties for the rest of the varsity leave year." Upon application, the successful students were verbally reassured of the advertisements' promise of work. The students were also asked specifically to work on one Saturday to help with their large stock taking procedure. A week and a half after they started, four of the twelve students were told there was no more work for them. They were given one hour's notice and did not receive any redundancy or holiday pay. The managment also had the audacity to ask them if they would help in the stocktaking on the coming Saturday.

          
When the students accused them of renegging on their agreement, the management replied that all the students were lying and that no verbal reassurance had in fact been given. Unfortunately, all the students who should have been covered under the storeman and packers award had not bothered to join the union. However, through the aid of the students association, the Union agreed to represent the students. After a delegation composed of the Union Secretary, the Students' Association President and a student representative had been to see the Management, they agreed to a week's pay for all the students sacked, in lieu of notice.

          
During the 1978/79 Vacation period, there were numerous examples round the country of unfair treatment experienced by students. On one Student Community service programme the students were told by their employer that if they joined the union, they "might find themselves without a job." Other employers, particularly on the SCSP schemes, sometimes unintentionally paid under award wages. Some students went to the union, others just accepted them.

          
When times are hard, employers assume students will accept shoddy conditions and low pay. Last summer, one shop employer offered an hourly rate of $1.50 for a "presentable girl" to work till Christmas.

        

        

          
Who Cares about Being a Scab?

          
Most students regard their vacation employment as a means to saving money so that they can financially survive the next academic year. With a depleted Tertiary Study Grant constantly ravished by inflation, this is completely understandable. However, this attitude sometimes leads students to sacrifice others, longer term interests, in order to achieve this goal.

          
Consequently, when there is a strike to improve working conditions or wages, it is sometimes the students who scab. This is not always the case and often students accept the majority decision. However the examples where students have scabbed, perhaps one of the most notable being at an Auckland Tip Top Factory where the student acted as scab labour throughout a strike, gives students a bad name.

          
This has two serious repercussions. The first one is that some work could be closed to students because of workers' past bad experiences, and their subsequent refusal to work alongside students. Secondly the Unions could refuse to give students support when they ask for it on such questions as the inadequacy of the new Tertiary Study Grant.

          
In the past the Unions through the various trades Councils have given students strong support over cuts to their allowances and to the education system generally. They have also been active in assisting students to find holiday employment.

          
When you scab on a union you are also scabbing on your fellow students. You are placing at risk their future jobs and their future trade Union support.

          
Sometimes it is a bit of an effort to find out which union you should belong to, or who the union delegate is in your area. But it is in your interests to find out and join the union. After you've been dismissed may be too late.
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"Most employers are okay. If I work hard enough I'll be treated fairly". Unfortunately, this is often not true. It is highly likely that at some stage you will experience an employer who considers it a case of dismissing you or losing profits.
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When the students accused them of renegging on their agreement, the management replied that all the students were lying and that no verbal reassurance had in fact been given. Unfortunately, all the students who should have been covered under the storeman and packers award had not bothered to join the union. However, through the aid of the students association, the Union agreed to represent the students. After a delegation composed of the Union Secretary, the Students' Association President and a student representative had been to see the Management, they agreed to a week's pay for all the students sacked, in lieu of notice.

          
During the 1978/79 Vacation period, there were numerous examples round the country of unfair treatment experienced by students. On one Student Community service programme the students were told by their employer that if they joined the union, they "might find themselves without a job." Other employers, particularly on the SCSP schemes, sometimes unintentionally paid under award wages. Some students went to the union, others just accepted them.

          
When times are hard, employers assume students will accept shoddy conditions and low pay. Last summer, one shop employer offered an hourly rate of $1.50 for a "presentable girl" to work till Christmas.
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Most students regard their vacation employment as a means to saving money so that they can financially survive the next academic year. With a depleted Tertiary Study Grant constantly ravished by inflation, this is completely understandable. However, this attitude sometimes leads students to sacrifice others, longer term interests, in order to achieve this goal.
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What's So Special About SRC?
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Paul Norman?
              


          

          

[
unclear: t] does not matter much if a person 
[
unclear: uces] stereo-typed Party writings only 
[
unclear: limself] to read. If he passes them on to 
[
unclear: one] else, the number of readers is 
[
unclear: led], and already no small harm is 
[
unclear: to] If he has them posted up, 
[
unclear: eographed], printed in newspapers or 
[
unclear: ished] in book form, then the problem 
[
unclear: mes] indeed a big one, for they can 
[
unclear: lence] many people. And those who 
[
unclear: luce] stereotyped Party writings always large audiences. Thus it has become 
[
unclear: alive] to expose and destroy it." (Mao 
[
unclear: Tang]
Oppose Stereotyped Party
[
unclear: 
lings.]
)

          

[
unclear: iere] is a standardized mental picture of role and function of the Student 
[
unclear: resentative] Council held by many 
[
unclear: rades] who write for Salient. This 
[
unclear: typed] view of SRC must be rooted and subjected to rigorous criticism; for 
[
unclear: ly] if to be a Marxist is anything, it is to 
[
unclear: ntktogmatic].

          

[
unclear: or] instance writing in Salient No. 4 this Lisa Sacksen claimed inaccurately that 
[
unclear: e] power of SRC has been carefully 
[
unclear: anded] over the years so that now the 
[
unclear: cutive] is little more than an 
[
unclear: inistrative] sub-committee."

          

[
unclear: ikewise] Andrew Beach, writing in 
[
unclear: mt] No. 13, sees this institution as the 
[
unclear: mocratic] policy making body of the 
[
unclear: lents] Association," whilst Simon Terry Salient No. 17) goes as far as claiming "SRC is much more than just a policy 
[
unclear: ng] body for the association...To me, it 
[
unclear: ve] all an opportunity for an exchange 
[
unclear: iews] on all matters and is as much a part of our education as the lectures we feel so compelled to attend."

        

        

          
Investigation is Essential

          
The problem then arises: How can we establish the validity, if they have any, of these claims? It is all very well to go on and on in the abstract about this so-called democratic organ, the SRC, but what about the concrete situation? How does the "critical contemplation" upon the nature of SRC by such comrades compare with the events transpiring at these meetings? The only way to solve this problem is to investigate the actual situation.

          
Objectively SRC has no credibility with either it's supporters or opponents. The "supporters" of SRC never take anything to that body if it can be more conveniently dealt with elsewhere. It is of course the Executive which really runs the Association and takes all the important decisions which are not reserved by the Constitution to General Meetings. SRC is used to ratify decisions that the 'establishment' want ratified.

          
Nowhere was this more appaarent than in the recent debacle at SRC concerning the Massof presidency, when this was foisted on students. Not content with the defeat of their motion in the first five minutes the Executive and their supporters dragged out that SRC, on 
an already defeated motion, for 1½ hours and then bogged down next week's SRC with the same issue for at least an hour! No wonder there's little participation by students at SRC; most of those who do attend soon leave thanks to the filbustering tactics of a few.

          
Another recent issue, and one that very few students will even be aware of, is the case of the so-called "unauthorised people making statements to the media on 
[
unclear: behalt] of the Students' Association" (see Executive minutes, 31 July, p. 4). This is surely a highly contentious issue, especially at the present time when the media image of students is particularly important, and one that should be Openly debated in the Association, presumably at an SRC. But oh no; it's dealt with by our non-political "administrative sub-committee", the Executive, in their characteristic star- chamber fashion.

          
Then there is the matter of the University Challenge television series. The question of whether or not to boycott University Challenge because of the current state of education in New Zealand and an issue vigorously debated recently at 2 other universities, Auckland and Canterbury. We didn't hear about this at SRC either Our Executive conveniently filed that one away in their administrative cabinet.

          
Comrades Sacksen and Co. would be well advised to investigate before they speak. For as the Great Helmsman put it: "How can a Communist keep his eyes shut and talk nonsense?"

          

            

[image: Photo of children sitting on the floor]
          

        

        

          
The Dilemma of "Participatory Democracy"

          
SRC is operated on the basis of "participatory democracy." This is an ill defined concept but it seems to imply that under such a system everyone would participate in all decision making. In theory this sounds all very well but in practice it leads to leftist self-isolation and blocism, for the decisions are taken by whoever cares to come along to meetings and make them. The end result is the substitution of factions who operate in the name of the membership as a whole.

          
It is often argued by supporters of the SRC system that it allows for informed rational debate. But again the fault with this argument is that a "participatory democracy" system stifles rather than encourages debate. This is because policies are set and action determined by those who, in the maelstrom of discussion, impress most by what they seem to be saying, rather than by what they actually do say. This has been most obvious at recent meetings where certain members have appointed themselves "constitutional experts" and bludgeoned others into silence by emotionally playing upon most students general ingnorance of the VUWSA constitution.

          
Another inherent problem in the SRC system is that forceful individuals can dominate meetings to their own advantage. This is not my criticism but that of a former SRC Co-ordinator, Jonathon Scott, who writes in his introduction to the 1979 SRC policy booklet: "...the role of SRC Coordinator has undergone a significant change in recent times. This state of affairs is wholly attributable to one event. In 1978 'Person X' began university. It is likely that rumours to the effect that since his arrival the SRC minutes have had to be stored in the Union basement because there is no other room large enough are slight exaggeration. Nevertheless I am acutely aware of the fact that I am the first SRC Co-ordinator that has ever had to face the annual task of summarising policy and in the process summarizing 'Person X'.

          

            
(
Note: 'Person X' is inserted for an actual name in the booklet — I have no wish to add to attacks upon personalities.)

          

          
One need only consider the dozen or so names that appear and re-appear, with tiresome regularity in SRC minutes, as movers, seconders of, and speakers to, motions to realise that SRC is being used as a vehicle by a minority of students for the expression of their own sectarian political platforms. Lenin astutely diagnosed such situations in his accurate and trenchant pamphlet 
Left-wing Communism, and infantile disorder.

          
Similarly Lenin, in his leaflet 
Left-wing Childishness and the Petty-Bourgeois Mentality drives right to the roots of this problem: "It is because you devote more effort to learning by heart and committing to memory revolutionary slogans than to thinking them out." That's what has happened to our own stereotyped Party writers who go on and on about the so-called 'democratic' institution SRC. But democracy' and freedom of oppression for whom? Themselves or for all students?

        

        

          
The Constitutional Position

          
The Constitution of VUWSA makes it quite clear that it is the Executive which really runs the Association. Schedule No. 4 Paragraph 4(a) of the Constitution, which deals with the powers of SRC, shows just how weak that body really is; for "the Council shall have no power to commit the Association to financial expense or make direction on financial matters." How can SRC be the controlling body of the Association, as Simon Terry and others claim, when it has no control over the purse strings? It is of course the Executive that makes decisions on financial matters, and hence it is that body that 
really controls the Association.

          
Those who support SRC have also argued that reforms such as binding referenda 'would stifle debate' (PSA leaflet, 
SGM Reforms: The Facts). But this is not so, for informed and completely open debate is guaranteed in the Association not by the existence of SRC but by Schedule 5 which defines another body 'Forum', as "an institution of free spoken expression within the university."

          
SRC in fact does not allow for "the right to informed debate" because speaking rights and the content of speeches there can be, and often are, ruthlessly controlled by a variety of procedural motions. Such control over what can and cannot be said is not possible at 'Forum' because as Schedule 5. Paragraph 2(b) makes quite clear; "The content of any speech at any meeting of Forum shall not be restricted."

        

        

          
Conclusion

          
Those who have written in support of SRC as a powerful, democratic body have not really investigated the problem. According to the Great Teacher they therefore have no right to speak: "Unless you have investigated a problem you will be deprived of the right to speak on it. Isn't that too harsh? Not in the least. When you have not probed into a problem, into the present facts and its past history, and know nothing of its essentials, whatever you say about it will undoubtably be nonsense." 
(Mao, Oppose Book Worship)

          
Correct study and application of Marxism — Leninism — Mao-Tse-Tung thought to the problem of SRC has revealed that indeed some comrades have written nonsense about this institution.

          
"It won't do!

          
It won't do!

          
You must investigate!

          
You must not talk nonsense!"

          

Mao, 
Oppose Book Worship

          

            
Robin C. Craw
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Paul Norman?
              


          

          

[
unclear: t] does not matter much if a person 
[
unclear: uces] stereo-typed Party writings only 
[
unclear: limself] to read. If he passes them on to 
[
unclear: one] else, the number of readers is 
[
unclear: led], and already no small harm is 
[
unclear: to] If he has them posted up, 
[
unclear: eographed], printed in newspapers or 
[
unclear: ished] in book form, then the problem 
[
unclear: mes] indeed a big one, for they can 
[
unclear: lence] many people. And those who 
[
unclear: luce] stereotyped Party writings always large audiences. Thus it has become 
[
unclear: alive] to expose and destroy it." (Mao 
[
unclear: Tang]
Oppose Stereotyped Party
[
unclear: 
lings.]
)

          

[
unclear: iere] is a standardized mental picture of role and function of the Student 
[
unclear: resentative] Council held by many 
[
unclear: rades] who write for Salient. This 
[
unclear: typed] view of SRC must be rooted and subjected to rigorous criticism; for 
[
unclear: ly] if to be a Marxist is anything, it is to 
[
unclear: ntktogmatic].

          

[
unclear: or] instance writing in Salient No. 4 this Lisa Sacksen claimed inaccurately that 
[
unclear: e] power of SRC has been carefully 
[
unclear: anded] over the years so that now the 
[
unclear: cutive] is little more than an 
[
unclear: inistrative] sub-committee."

          

[
unclear: ikewise] Andrew Beach, writing in 
[
unclear: mt] No. 13, sees this institution as the 
[
unclear: mocratic] policy making body of the 
[
unclear: lents] Association," whilst Simon Terry Salient No. 17) goes as far as claiming "SRC is much more than just a policy 
[
unclear: ng] body for the association...To me, it 
[
unclear: ve] all an opportunity for an exchange 
[
unclear: iews] on all matters and is as much a part of our education as the lectures we feel so compelled to attend."

        








Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Official Newspaper of the Victoria University Students' Association. Vol 42 No. 21. September 3 1979

Investigation is Essential



          
Investigation is Essential

          
The problem then arises: How can we establish the validity, if they have any, of these claims? It is all very well to go on and on in the abstract about this so-called democratic organ, the SRC, but what about the concrete situation? How does the "critical contemplation" upon the nature of SRC by such comrades compare with the events transpiring at these meetings? The only way to solve this problem is to investigate the actual situation.

          
Objectively SRC has no credibility with either it's supporters or opponents. The "supporters" of SRC never take anything to that body if it can be more conveniently dealt with elsewhere. It is of course the Executive which really runs the Association and takes all the important decisions which are not reserved by the Constitution to General Meetings. SRC is used to ratify decisions that the 'establishment' want ratified.

          
Nowhere was this more appaarent than in the recent debacle at SRC concerning the Massof presidency, when this was foisted on students. Not content with the defeat of their motion in the first five minutes the Executive and their supporters dragged out that SRC, on 
an already defeated motion, for 1½ hours and then bogged down next week's SRC with the same issue for at least an hour! No wonder there's little participation by students at SRC; most of those who do attend soon leave thanks to the filbustering tactics of a few.

          
Another recent issue, and one that very few students will even be aware of, is the case of the so-called "unauthorised people making statements to the media on 
[
unclear: behalt] of the Students' Association" (see Executive minutes, 31 July, p. 4). This is surely a highly contentious issue, especially at the present time when the media image of students is particularly important, and one that should be Openly debated in the Association, presumably at an SRC. But oh no; it's dealt with by our non-political "administrative sub-committee", the Executive, in their characteristic star- chamber fashion.

          
Then there is the matter of the University Challenge television series. The question of whether or not to boycott University Challenge because of the current state of education in New Zealand and an issue vigorously debated recently at 2 other universities, Auckland and Canterbury. We didn't hear about this at SRC either Our Executive conveniently filed that one away in their administrative cabinet.

          
Comrades Sacksen and Co. would be well advised to investigate before they speak. For as the Great Helmsman put it: "How can a Communist keep his eyes shut and talk nonsense?"

          

            

[image: Photo of children sitting on the floor]
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The Dilemma of "Participatory Democracy"

          
SRC is operated on the basis of "participatory democracy." This is an ill defined concept but it seems to imply that under such a system everyone would participate in all decision making. In theory this sounds all very well but in practice it leads to leftist self-isolation and blocism, for the decisions are taken by whoever cares to come along to meetings and make them. The end result is the substitution of factions who operate in the name of the membership as a whole.

          
It is often argued by supporters of the SRC system that it allows for informed rational debate. But again the fault with this argument is that a "participatory democracy" system stifles rather than encourages debate. This is because policies are set and action determined by those who, in the maelstrom of discussion, impress most by what they seem to be saying, rather than by what they actually do say. This has been most obvious at recent meetings where certain members have appointed themselves "constitutional experts" and bludgeoned others into silence by emotionally playing upon most students general ingnorance of the VUWSA constitution.

          
Another inherent problem in the SRC system is that forceful individuals can dominate meetings to their own advantage. This is not my criticism but that of a former SRC Co-ordinator, Jonathon Scott, who writes in his introduction to the 1979 SRC policy booklet: "...the role of SRC Coordinator has undergone a significant change in recent times. This state of affairs is wholly attributable to one event. In 1978 'Person X' began university. It is likely that rumours to the effect that since his arrival the SRC minutes have had to be stored in the Union basement because there is no other room large enough are slight exaggeration. Nevertheless I am acutely aware of the fact that I am the first SRC Co-ordinator that has ever had to face the annual task of summarising policy and in the process summarizing 'Person X'.

          

            
(
Note: 'Person X' is inserted for an actual name in the booklet — I have no wish to add to attacks upon personalities.)

          

          
One need only consider the dozen or so names that appear and re-appear, with tiresome regularity in SRC minutes, as movers, seconders of, and speakers to, motions to realise that SRC is being used as a vehicle by a minority of students for the expression of their own sectarian political platforms. Lenin astutely diagnosed such situations in his accurate and trenchant pamphlet 
Left-wing Communism, and infantile disorder.

          
Similarly Lenin, in his leaflet 
Left-wing Childishness and the Petty-Bourgeois Mentality drives right to the roots of this problem: "It is because you devote more effort to learning by heart and committing to memory revolutionary slogans than to thinking them out." That's what has happened to our own stereotyped Party writers who go on and on about the so-called 'democratic' institution SRC. But democracy' and freedom of oppression for whom? Themselves or for all students?
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The Constitutional Position

          
The Constitution of VUWSA makes it quite clear that it is the Executive which really runs the Association. Schedule No. 4 Paragraph 4(a) of the Constitution, which deals with the powers of SRC, shows just how weak that body really is; for "the Council shall have no power to commit the Association to financial expense or make direction on financial matters." How can SRC be the controlling body of the Association, as Simon Terry and others claim, when it has no control over the purse strings? It is of course the Executive that makes decisions on financial matters, and hence it is that body that 
really controls the Association.

          
Those who support SRC have also argued that reforms such as binding referenda 'would stifle debate' (PSA leaflet, 
SGM Reforms: The Facts). But this is not so, for informed and completely open debate is guaranteed in the Association not by the existence of SRC but by Schedule 5 which defines another body 'Forum', as "an institution of free spoken expression within the university."

          
SRC in fact does not allow for "the right to informed debate" because speaking rights and the content of speeches there can be, and often are, ruthlessly controlled by a variety of procedural motions. Such control over what can and cannot be said is not possible at 'Forum' because as Schedule 5. Paragraph 2(b) makes quite clear; "The content of any speech at any meeting of Forum shall not be restricted."
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Conclusion

          
Those who have written in support of SRC as a powerful, democratic body have not really investigated the problem. According to the Great Teacher they therefore have no right to speak: "Unless you have investigated a problem you will be deprived of the right to speak on it. Isn't that too harsh? Not in the least. When you have not probed into a problem, into the present facts and its past history, and know nothing of its essentials, whatever you say about it will undoubtably be nonsense." 
(Mao, Oppose Book Worship)

          
Correct study and application of Marxism — Leninism — Mao-Tse-Tung thought to the problem of SRC has revealed that indeed some comrades have written nonsense about this institution.

          
"It won't do!

          
It won't do!

          
You must investigate!

          
You must not talk nonsense!"

          

Mao, 
Oppose Book Worship

          

            
Robin C. Craw
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Shops Giving Student Discounts

        

          

            
Chelsea Records
          

          
Manners Plaza

          
$8.99rrp-$7.60

        

        

          

            
The Stereo Shop
          

          
Manners Plaza

          
5% of all stereo equipment

        

        

          

            
Spenser Digby Photographers
          

          
Lambton Quay

          
Capping photos a speciality

        

        

          

            
The Music Shack
          

          
Plimmers Lane

        

        

          

            
Downstage Theatre
          

          
Courtney place

          
Usual discount

        

        

          

            
Whites Yamaha
          

          
90 Dixon Street

          
10% off parts & accessories

        

        

          

            
Squash Center
          

          
Salamanca Road

          
Special student rates

        

        

          

            
Atlantis Sauna
          

          
Karori Road

          
One third discount (33%)

        

        

          

            
Strand Tailors
          

          
Wiliams Centre

          
10% of suits

        

        

          

            
Felicity Gowns
          

          
48 Willis Street

          
10% for cash

        

        

          

            
Gubbs Shoes
          

          
105 Manners Street

          
5% of womens footwear

        

        

          

            
Frank Petrie
          

          
Willis Street

          
5% discount

        

        

          

            
Wholesale Furnishers
          

          
64 Manners Street

          
Carpet, bedding,

          
Venetians-15%

        

        

          

            
Majors Hairstylist
          

          
114 Willis Street

          
20% off on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays

        

        

          

            
G. Webster
          

          
Manner street

          
Art dealers and picture framers

          
7½ % off artists materials, and paintings

        

        

          

            
Whitcombe & Cauldwell
          

          
Willis Street

          
5% to sports clubs

        

        

          

            
Langwood Cameras
          

          
Dominion Life Arcade

          
5% off cameras and photographic equipment, 10% off photos and normal cash sales

        

        

          

            
Clements & Holmes
          

          
62 Willis Street

          
12% off watches, 5% off rings

        

        

          

            
Silvermine
          

          
Bakehouse Arcade

          
10% discount

        

        

          

            
Nash's Leather Arcade
          

          
35 Cuba Street

          
5% discount

        

        

          

            
Photo News
          

          
20% off printing & developing 10% off other sales

        

        

          

            
Giftique
          

          
124 Cuba Street

          
10% discount

        

        

          

            
Vanvi Ltd
          

          
91 Cuba Street

          
12% TV, radios, stereos 7½% freezers, washing machines

        

        

          

            
Something Different
          

          
122 Manners Street

          
10% discount

        

        

          

            
Narnia Ltd
          

          
154 Willis Street

          
10% discount

        

        

          

            
Rochelles Shoes Boutique
          

          
Willis Street

          
10% off womens footwear

        

        

          

            
Tiffanies Record Boutique
          

          
220 High Street, Lower Hutt 10% discount

        

        

          

            
Lambswool Poroducts
          

          
Constable Street, Newtown

          
5% discount

        

        

          

            
Majestic Pharmacy
          

          
Willis Street

        

        

          

            
Camera & Camera
          

          
Willis Street

          
10% discount

        

        

          

            
Unisex Hair
          

          
Willis Street

          
15% discount

        

        

          

            
London Bag Shop
          

          
Willis Street

        

        

          

            
Nimmos
          

          
Willis Street

          
5% off records, will negotiate on other items

        

        

          

            
Woodcraft Interiors
          

          
Willis Street

          
(gifts, interior furnishings) 5% discount

        

        

          

            
Kamal
          

          
Willibank Center

          
(woollen goods)

          
10% discount

        

        

          

            
Capital Watch Services
          

          
Willibank center

          
10% under $100

          
12% over $100

        

        

          

            
Quay Audio Ltd
          

          
290 Lambton Quay

          
5% discount

        

        

          

            
Timothy's Jewellers
          

          
Lambton Quay

          
7½% off student equipment

        

        

          

            
Fyfes
          

          
Lambton Quay

          
(womens clothing)

          
5% discount

        

        

          

            
Just Jeans
          

          
Bakehouse Arcade

          
7½% discount

        

        

          

            
Beders Fashions
          

          
Lambton Quay

          
5% discount

        

        

          

            
Vic Book Centre
          

          
Mount Street

          
10% off texts

        

        

          

            
Salvis Trouser Bar
          

          
Manners Street, Willis Street

          
5% discount

        

        

          

            
Fantasy Card Shop
          

          
Cnr Vivian & Cuba Streets

          
10% discount

        

        

          

            
Walker & Hall
          

          
Woodward house, The Terrace

          
5% off sterling silver, Pewter

        

        

          

            
Mathews & Livingstone
          

          
Ghuznee Street

          
15% off mattresses, bedding 12% off TV, radios, records 10% off tramping & camping gear

        

        

          

            
Rembrant Studios
          

          
Willis Street

          
10% discount

        

        

          

            
David Sercombe Optical
          

          
NAC Building, The Terrace 10% discount

        

        

          

            
Optical Prescriptions
          

          
26 Gray Street

          
10% discount

        

        

          

            
Butlands Material
          

          
55 Riddiford Street

          
5% discount

        

        

          

            
Oxleys Electrical
            

          
63 Riddiford Street

          
5% discount

        

        

          

            
Beggs
          

          
Manners Street

          
5% on purchases over $5.00

        

        

          

            
Cuba Chemists
          

          
Cuba Street

          
10% off listed items

        

        

          

            
Hire Pool
          

          
Riddiford Street

          
10% discount

        

        

          

            
Domion Budget
          

          
(Rent-a-car)

          
10% discount

        

        

          

            
Floral Boutique
          

          
Cuba Cade

          
10% except on teleflowcr

        

        

          

            
Hygiea Sauna
          

          
Herbert Street

          
50c off sauna, $5.00 off course

        

        

          

            
The Booth & Hair 2000
          

          
Bakehouse Arcade (womens clothing)

          
10% discount

        

        

          

            
Hair 2000
          

          
Williams center

          
7% discount

        

        

          

            
British Office Supplies
          

          
Lambton Quay

          
10% off student equipment

        

        

          

            
Macey's Fabrics
          

          
100 Manners Street

          
10% discount

        

        

          

            
Wharehouse Clothing Co.
          

          
Featherston Street

          
No student discount but a general reduction of 30% off normal retail price on all clothing.

          

            

[image: Male chauvinism or improvisation? — Sex object or agricultural implement?]
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Chelsea Records
          

          
Manners Plaza

          
$8.99rrp-$7.60
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The Stereo Shop



          

            
The Stereo Shop
          

          
Manners Plaza

          
5% of all stereo equipment
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Spenser Digby Photographers



          

            
Spenser Digby Photographers
          

          
Lambton Quay

          
Capping photos a speciality
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The Music Shack



          

            
The Music Shack
          

          
Plimmers Lane

        








Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Official Newspaper of the Victoria University Students' Association. Vol 42 No. 21. September 3 1979

Downstage Theatre



          

            
Downstage Theatre
          

          
Courtney place

          
Usual discount
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Whites Yamaha



          

            
Whites Yamaha
          

          
90 Dixon Street

          
10% off parts & accessories
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Squash Center



          

            
Squash Center
          

          
Salamanca Road

          
Special student rates
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Atlantis Sauna



          

            
Atlantis Sauna
          

          
Karori Road

          
One third discount (33%)
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Strand Tailors



          

            
Strand Tailors
          

          
Wiliams Centre

          
10% of suits

        








Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Official Newspaper of the Victoria University Students' Association. Vol 42 No. 21. September 3 1979

Felicity Gowns



          

            
Felicity Gowns
          

          
48 Willis Street

          
10% for cash
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Gubbs Shoes



          

            
Gubbs Shoes
          

          
105 Manners Street

          
5% of womens footwear
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Frank Petrie



          

            
Frank Petrie
          

          
Willis Street

          
5% discount
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Wholesale Furnishers



          

            
Wholesale Furnishers
          

          
64 Manners Street

          
Carpet, bedding,

          
Venetians-15%
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Majors Hairstylist



          

            
Majors Hairstylist
          

          
114 Willis Street

          
20% off on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays
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G. Webster



          

            
G. Webster
          

          
Manner street

          
Art dealers and picture framers

          
7½ % off artists materials, and paintings
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Whitcombe & Cauldwell



          

            
Whitcombe & Cauldwell
          

          
Willis Street

          
5% to sports clubs
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Langwood Cameras



          

            
Langwood Cameras
          

          
Dominion Life Arcade

          
5% off cameras and photographic equipment, 10% off photos and normal cash sales
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Clements & Holmes



          

            
Clements & Holmes
          

          
62 Willis Street

          
12% off watches, 5% off rings

        








Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Official Newspaper of the Victoria University Students' Association. Vol 42 No. 21. September 3 1979

Silvermine



          

            
Silvermine
          

          
Bakehouse Arcade

          
10% discount
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Nash's Leather Arcade



          

            
Nash's Leather Arcade
          

          
35 Cuba Street

          
5% discount
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Photo News



          

            
Photo News
          

          
20% off printing & developing 10% off other sales
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Giftique



          

            
Giftique
          

          
124 Cuba Street

          
10% discount
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Vanvi Ltd



          

            
Vanvi Ltd
          

          
91 Cuba Street

          
12% TV, radios, stereos 7½% freezers, washing machines
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Something Different



          

            
Something Different
          

          
122 Manners Street

          
10% discount
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Narnia Ltd



          

            
Narnia Ltd
          

          
154 Willis Street

          
10% discount
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Rochelles Shoes Boutique



          

            
Rochelles Shoes Boutique
          

          
Willis Street

          
10% off womens footwear
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Tiffanies Record Boutique



          

            
Tiffanies Record Boutique
          

          
220 High Street, Lower Hutt 10% discount
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Lambswool Poroducts



          

            
Lambswool Poroducts
          

          
Constable Street, Newtown

          
5% discount
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Majestic Pharmacy



          

            
Majestic Pharmacy
          

          
Willis Street
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Camera & Camera



          

            
Camera & Camera
          

          
Willis Street

          
10% discount
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Unisex Hair



          

            
Unisex Hair
          

          
Willis Street

          
15% discount
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London Bag Shop



          

            
London Bag Shop
          

          
Willis Street
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Nimmos



          

            
Nimmos
          

          
Willis Street

          
5% off records, will negotiate on other items
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Woodcraft Interiors



          

            
Woodcraft Interiors
          

          
Willis Street

          
(gifts, interior furnishings) 5% discount
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Kamal



          

            
Kamal
          

          
Willibank Center

          
(woollen goods)

          
10% discount
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Capital Watch Services



          

            
Capital Watch Services
          

          
Willibank center

          
10% under $100

          
12% over $100
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Quay Audio Ltd



          

            
Quay Audio Ltd
          

          
290 Lambton Quay

          
5% discount
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Timothy's Jewellers



          

            
Timothy's Jewellers
          

          
Lambton Quay

          
7½% off student equipment
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Fyfes



          

            
Fyfes
          

          
Lambton Quay

          
(womens clothing)

          
5% discount
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Just Jeans



          

            
Just Jeans
          

          
Bakehouse Arcade

          
7½% discount
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Beders Fashions



          

            
Beders Fashions
          

          
Lambton Quay

          
5% discount
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Vic Book Centre



          

            
Vic Book Centre
          

          
Mount Street

          
10% off texts
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Salvis Trouser Bar



          

            
Salvis Trouser Bar
          

          
Manners Street, Willis Street

          
5% discount
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Fantasy Card Shop



          

            
Fantasy Card Shop
          

          
Cnr Vivian & Cuba Streets

          
10% discount
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Walker & Hall



          

            
Walker & Hall
          

          
Woodward house, The Terrace

          
5% off sterling silver, Pewter
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Mathews & Livingstone



          

            
Mathews & Livingstone
          

          
Ghuznee Street

          
15% off mattresses, bedding 12% off TV, radios, records 10% off tramping & camping gear
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Rembrant Studios



          

            
Rembrant Studios
          

          
Willis Street

          
10% discount
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David Sercombe Optical



          

            
David Sercombe Optical
          

          
NAC Building, The Terrace 10% discount
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Optical Prescriptions



          

            
Optical Prescriptions
          

          
26 Gray Street

          
10% discount
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Butlands Material



          

            
Butlands Material
          

          
55 Riddiford Street

          
5% discount
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Oxleys Electrical



          

            
Oxleys Electrical
            

          
63 Riddiford Street

          
5% discount
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Beggs



          

            
Beggs
          

          
Manners Street

          
5% on purchases over $5.00
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Cuba Chemists



          

            
Cuba Chemists
          

          
Cuba Street

          
10% off listed items
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Hire Pool



          

            
Hire Pool
          

          
Riddiford Street

          
10% discount
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Domion Budget



          

            
Domion Budget
          

          
(Rent-a-car)

          
10% discount
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Floral Boutique



          

            
Floral Boutique
          

          
Cuba Cade

          
10% except on teleflowcr
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Hygiea Sauna



          

            
Hygiea Sauna
          

          
Herbert Street

          
50c off sauna, $5.00 off course
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The Booth & Hair 2000



          

            
The Booth & Hair 2000
          

          
Bakehouse Arcade (womens clothing)

          
10% discount
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Hair 2000



          

            
Hair 2000
          

          
Williams center

          
7% discount
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British Office Supplies



          

            
British Office Supplies
          

          
Lambton Quay

          
10% off student equipment
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Macey's Fabrics



          

            
Macey's Fabrics
          

          
100 Manners Street

          
10% discount
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Wharehouse Clothing Co



          

            
Wharehouse Clothing Co.
          

          
Featherston Street

          
No student discount but a general reduction of 30% off normal retail price on all clothing.

          

            

[image: Male chauvinism or improvisation? — Sex object or agricultural implement?]
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Legal Referral Scheme

        

Are you having hassles of a legal nature or else need to know your legal rights? The Law Faculty club is offering a Legal Referral 
[
unclear: Setvice] for students.

        
The forms are available in the Studass Office — you fill it in detailing your name, phone contact number and a brief statement of the problem you face. The form is sealed and delivered to a senior student who will assist you. 
Full confidentiality will be observed.

        
Alternatively you may wish to telephone the Citizen's Advice Bureau, Newtown, or visit it — a Legal Advice Service is provided on Wednesday evenings and Saturday mornings — 
telephone 893-813.
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Cheap Food Cheap Food — Food Co-Op



        

          
Cheap Food Cheap Food
        

        

          
Food Co-Op
        

        
Any person wishing to join a community Food Co-op should attend a public meeting to be held on 
Wednesday September 5 at 2pm in the Union Hall. As it will be formed as a cultural club there will need to be a committee, any one wishing to help run the Co-op should contact me at Studass..

        

          

            
Bob Wallace
          

          
Welfare Officer
        

        

          

            

[image: Drawing of a person with a beehive on their head]
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Rec Centre



        

          
Rec Centre
        

        
Have you time-tabled your classes for this term? Well, of course you have, that goes without saying. But have you also time-tabled your physical recreation periods? The same principle applies. Select the activity you wish to try and then commit yourself to it, whether it is a badminton class (Tuesday & Friday 10-11 or Friday 11-12), or 20 minutes gently pedalling on the exercycle. Only by putting the activity into a daily, alternate day etc. slot will you ever get the action habit. Talking of habits, there was a monk who wanted to lose weight and decided to take up jogging. Unfortunately he didn't have a monastery garden to jog in, which in its own ludicrous way gets us to the latest in our beginners jogging routes. "The Botanic Gardens Gallop."

        
Jog out of the Recreation Centre, turn left and jog through the car park past the English prefabs and onto Kelburn parade. Carefully cross into Glasgow Street and jog up to Upland Road, turning left towards the Cable Car. At the Cable Car, turn down the first major path on your left and follow it down to the bottom where on veering left you will find yourself at the Glen Road entrance to the Gardens. Head up Glen Road, which bears left at the top, bringing you out into Upland Road. Head back down Glasgow Street and cross Kelburn Parade opposite the gap between the Lecture Blocks and Easterfield. Go through the gap and back to the Centre.

        
Have you any residual injuries, now the soccer, rugby, hockey, netball, etc seasons are nearly over? If so, why not talk to the Centre staff about summer rehabilitation programmes? It has become increasingly clear that many injuries are reoccurences of old injuries, brought about scar tissue. We may be able to assist you...come and ask at the Centre.
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Special Screening!



        
Special Screening!

        

          
Murder by Death
        

        

          
Directed by Robert Moore
        

        
Do you like thrillers? The challenge of sorting out who dunnit, the cunning ploys of villians and the even more cunning counterploys of the brilliant sleuths, the thrill of the chase..Do you hate thrillers? Incredibly silly people getting into incredible situations, smart arses who deserve everything that's coming to them and more...

        
Either way, you could love 
Murder by Death. All you need is a sense of humour and a taste for the spoof. For this film is a send-up of all the great detectives of stage and screen (but mostly cheap paperback). And that's only the half of it. The film is really an excuse for some of the world's best actors (well, I said some) to impersonate second rate hams to their hearts' content. That means, with the likes of Peter Sellers, David Niven, Maggie Smith, Alec Guiness, Elsa Lanchester, Peter Falk, James Coco and Truman Capote, that the film is one long exercise in finely tuned coarse acting (the funniest kind.) All admirably written by comedy maestro, Neil Simon.

        

          
Note: the proceeds from this film will go to the Friends of Thailand organisation.

        

        

          
I Film: 
Murder by death

          
Showing 
Wednesday 5 September at 2.15pm

          
Admission $1.00

          
Run by the Friends of Thailand
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[advert]



        

          

[image: BEST PLAY OF THE YEAR Everything Standard Drama Award Stewart Macophersonts proud present DIRECT FROM LONDON LANETTE DAVIES AND DONALD BURTON In NIGHT AND DAY An award winning new play by TOM STOPPARD with MICHEAL HAIGH RAY HENWWOD STEPHEN GLEDHILL GEORGE HENARE JOHN CHICO and William Manson / Marcus Callen Directed bY CHARLES ROSS Designed by CARL TOMS The London critics wrote BOOK NOW FOR THIS SMASH WEST END SUCCESS! October 29 to November 3 Book Opera House phone 843-842]
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Policy Propagates Prejudice





        
Policy Propagates Prejudice

        

          
22 Years After Merdeka. An Appraisal of the Racial Problem in Malaysia.

          
Malaysia is a multi-racial country comprising three main races. During the British colonial period, racial animosity between races was being deliberately created by the 'divide and rule' policy of the British colonialists to facilitate and sustain its rule over this rich country. Now, as Malaysia is going to celebrate her twenty second year of nationhood since her independence from the British in 1957, one should pause to examine whether the nation building policy of the post-colonial government's is a success or failure and whether Malaysia has become a more united nation or more divided. While national unity certainly cannot be achieved within a generation, an appraisal of the achievements of the racial policy of previous and present governments would give an indication of the future development of the racial problem in this country.

        

        

          
Racial Policy from Merdeka (1957) to the May 13 Racial Riot Incident (1969).

          
"National Unity" has always been the slogan of the immediate Dost-independence government i.e. the alliance government. The government identified poverty as the major cause of the racial disharmony. In this light, a series of economic development plans (five year plan) were launched with 'national unity' always the declared objective of each and every one of these plans. Through the implementation of these plans, the government intended to eradicate poverty amongst the deprived groups, especially Malays.

          
'Special Rights' were granted to the Malays to assist this ethnic group in participating in commerce, industry, education and other sectors. However, all the efforts of the Alliance Government failed to improve the economic status of the majority of the Malays. According to the Government's statistics from the period 1957-1970, the poorest 40% of the population (most of them were Malays) had actually become poorer. The incomes of the poorest 20% had fallen by 14% while those of the next poorest 20% had fallen by 3%.

          
The discontent and frustration of the Malays were made use of by the Malay bureaucratic class to turn their hatred towards the Chinese. The ethnic Chinese which controlled 22.5% of the share capital of limited companies in Peninsular Malaya in 1970, were accused of being the main exploiter and enemy of the Malays. The myth of the Chinese domination of the country's economy, propagated by the past British colonialists was continued—adopted by the ruling Malay politicians for their own personal gains. This view prevailed even though it was foreigners, especially the British which controlled the largest share of the cake, 63% of the share capital during the same year in 1970.

          
The immediate spark that led to the explosion of Malay anger was the 1969 general election. The May 13 Racial Riot Incident had led to the death of several hundred people of all races. This riot marked the failure on the government's part to ameliorate the racial tension among all races, which became a highly explosive issue when being manipulated by some unscrupulous group.

        

        

          
Racial Policy after the May 13 Incident.

          
In the aftermath of the May 13 Incident, the Malaysian government, under the Alliance Party, enunciated the New Economic Policy in 1971 as the foundation for the creation of a just and racial harmonious society. Not surprisingly, "National Unity" was again the overriding objective of NEP. The twin objectives of this policy are:



	(a)
	eradicating poverty among all Malaysian, irrespective of race;


	(b)
	restructuring Malaysian society to correct racial economic imbalance.



          
The NEP will be based on "the principle of the expanding cake" whereby the deprived groups are to be systematically lifted without detriment to the others.

          
Since its announcement, the NEP has become the foundation of the government's subsequent policies for achieving "national unity" in the next two decades. Today, a decade has nearly passed since its enunciation. At this point, one would certainly be interested in finding out how effective the NEP is in solving the racial problem. The following is an analysis of some of the consequences of the implementation of NEP.

        

        

          
1. On Education Opportunity

          
Since the implementation of the NEP, there has been a drastic dimunition of higher education opportunities for the non- Malay students in Malaysia.

          
According to a report, the Deputy Prime Minister of Malaysia, Dr Mahatir Mohamad, in answering questions raised by an opposition party member in parliament, revealed that in 1977, the total number of applications for places in the five domestic universities was 29,998, out of which only 5,953 were accepted. Among the students accepted, 4,457 (74.9%) were Malays, and 1,187 (19.9%) Chinese; 266 (45%) Indians and 43 (0.7%) others (compared with 39.7%:49.2%:7.3% for the Malays, Chinese and Indians respectively in 1970 before implementation of NEP.) Apparently, the intakes of students into tertiary institutions have failed to reflect the country's racial composition. (According to 1970's population census, the percentage composition of the three races were Malays 46.8%, Chinese 34.1%, and Indian 9%.)

          

            

[image: Photo of Malaysian workers]
          

          
The deliberate policy of the government to suppress the development of the Chinese language schools and to thwart efforts to set up a Chinese-language University (Merdeka University) has caused a sense of educational insecurity within the Chinese community. This further led to frustration, discontentment and alienation among them.

          
To pacify the widespread dissatisfaction among the non-Malays, the Education Minister, Musa Hitam, has announced recently to increase the intake of the non- Malay students by 2%. Even this meagre increase has caused an uproar and protest from the extremist Malay groups, especially the UMNO.

        

        

          
2. Employment Opportunities

          
At the completion of first phase of NEP i.e. the Second Malaysian Plan (1971-1975) the unemployment rate is estimated to have fallen from 8.1% in 1970 to 6.9% in 1975 for the Malays; increased from 7.0% to 7.2% for the Chinese and increased from 11.0% to 12.2% for the Indians. Apparently, the increase in unemployment rate for the Chinese and Indians has no other reasons except manipulation by the government. This is another injustice of NEP.

          
One instance of the dissatisfaction of the non-Malays towards the racist policy of the government is reflected in the recent mass emigration of Malaysian professionals abroad.

        

        

          
3. Commerce and Industry

          
The NEP seeks to increase the Malay ownership of all share capital from 2.4% in 1970 to at least 30% by 1990; non- Bumiputra from 34.3% to 40% and to reduce foreign interests from 63.3% in 1970 to 30% by 1990.

          
According to the Third Malaysia Plan (1976-1980), the average annual growth rate of Bumiputra ownership during 1971-75 was 43.6%, Chinese merely 13.7% and Indians, 16.3%. This sufficiently illustrates the intensity of the government's effort to help the Malays.

          
In 1975, the Industrial Co-ordination Act was introduced by the government. This Act stipulates that every manufacturing company having a share-holder's fund of more than $250,000 (later amended to $500,000) or employing more than 25 fulltime workers shall apply for a manufacturing license, and that 30% for its equity share should be offered to Malays.

          
Under this Act, the medium-size businesses especially those owned by the Chinese have borne the brunt of restrictions over issue and terms of licenses.

        

        

          
Who Benefits from NEP?

          
The NEP has classified the three races of Malaysia into Bumiputra (Sons of Soil) and non-Bumiputra. In its implementation, the government has always highlighted the Bumiputra interests. Despite repealed assurance from the government that in the implementation of NEP, "no group would feel a sense of loss or feel being deprived", non-Bumiputra still feel a sense of loss and deprived in view of their diminishing opportunities in education, employment and promotion, commerce and industry etc.

          
At this point, one should take a close view to find out which are the sectors or groups of Malay which have benefited most from NEP.

          
"'Tengku Tengku, Tan Sri Tan Sri, Datuk Datuk itu Bumiputra, kami Melayu bukam Bumiputra."

          
The above is a popular quotation among the poor Malays. It ridicules the efforts of the government to help Malays, which have only benefitted a handful of rich Malays and not the poverty stricken Malay masses. This is because only the rich Malays from the middle and upper classes (eg. from the aristocratic class, influential Malay bureaucrats and rich Malay businessman) can take full advantage of the present Government's policy.

          
These rich Malays are the groups who have the surplus money to apply for business licences, to bid for government contracts or to buy the shares held for the Malays, just to quote a few of them. Also, it is the influential (usually rich) Malays, who have the opportunity to obtain a place on the boards of public companies. The poor Malay peasants, fishermen and workers have not benefitted at all, though the relatively small number of their children who managed to pass their secondary school examinations, have obtained scholarships, university places and posts in the civil service.

          
However, the class bias of the present education system has benefitted disproportionately the rich Malays when comparing the actual numbers. According to the Murad Report of 1972, children from rich families enjoyed nine times higher chances of continuing their study beyond the age of 15, compared with poor families. Since most Government scholarships, college and university places, civil service and military posts are only given to those who have passed at least their lower secondary school examinations, it is clear that Malays from rich families received the full advantage of the Malay special privileges

        

        

          
Conclusion

          
From the above analysis, we observe that the policy of the government since independence is one that is unable to rectify the racial tensions or to redress racial inequality. The implementation of the NEP has created increased injustice among all rayes and further polarized the three races. The present policy of the Malaysian Government only serves to create a small, Malas middle-class, and converting a few half-millionaire Malays into a few millionaire Malays, All this is being done at the expense of other ethnic groups and the poor Malays. All these only increase the possibility of another racial blood-bath.
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22 Years After Merdeka. An Appraisal of the Racial Problem in Malaysia.

          
Malaysia is a multi-racial country comprising three main races. During the British colonial period, racial animosity between races was being deliberately created by the 'divide and rule' policy of the British colonialists to facilitate and sustain its rule over this rich country. Now, as Malaysia is going to celebrate her twenty second year of nationhood since her independence from the British in 1957, one should pause to examine whether the nation building policy of the post-colonial government's is a success or failure and whether Malaysia has become a more united nation or more divided. While national unity certainly cannot be achieved within a generation, an appraisal of the achievements of the racial policy of previous and present governments would give an indication of the future development of the racial problem in this country.
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Racial Policy from Merdeka (1957) to the May 13 Racial Riot Incident (1969).

          
"National Unity" has always been the slogan of the immediate Dost-independence government i.e. the alliance government. The government identified poverty as the major cause of the racial disharmony. In this light, a series of economic development plans (five year plan) were launched with 'national unity' always the declared objective of each and every one of these plans. Through the implementation of these plans, the government intended to eradicate poverty amongst the deprived groups, especially Malays.

          
'Special Rights' were granted to the Malays to assist this ethnic group in participating in commerce, industry, education and other sectors. However, all the efforts of the Alliance Government failed to improve the economic status of the majority of the Malays. According to the Government's statistics from the period 1957-1970, the poorest 40% of the population (most of them were Malays) had actually become poorer. The incomes of the poorest 20% had fallen by 14% while those of the next poorest 20% had fallen by 3%.

          
The discontent and frustration of the Malays were made use of by the Malay bureaucratic class to turn their hatred towards the Chinese. The ethnic Chinese which controlled 22.5% of the share capital of limited companies in Peninsular Malaya in 1970, were accused of being the main exploiter and enemy of the Malays. The myth of the Chinese domination of the country's economy, propagated by the past British colonialists was continued—adopted by the ruling Malay politicians for their own personal gains. This view prevailed even though it was foreigners, especially the British which controlled the largest share of the cake, 63% of the share capital during the same year in 1970.

          
The immediate spark that led to the explosion of Malay anger was the 1969 general election. The May 13 Racial Riot Incident had led to the death of several hundred people of all races. This riot marked the failure on the government's part to ameliorate the racial tension among all races, which became a highly explosive issue when being manipulated by some unscrupulous group.
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Racial Policy after the May 13 Incident.

          
In the aftermath of the May 13 Incident, the Malaysian government, under the Alliance Party, enunciated the New Economic Policy in 1971 as the foundation for the creation of a just and racial harmonious society. Not surprisingly, "National Unity" was again the overriding objective of NEP. The twin objectives of this policy are:



	(a)
	eradicating poverty among all Malaysian, irrespective of race;


	(b)
	restructuring Malaysian society to correct racial economic imbalance.



          
The NEP will be based on "the principle of the expanding cake" whereby the deprived groups are to be systematically lifted without detriment to the others.

          
Since its announcement, the NEP has become the foundation of the government's subsequent policies for achieving "national unity" in the next two decades. Today, a decade has nearly passed since its enunciation. At this point, one would certainly be interested in finding out how effective the NEP is in solving the racial problem. The following is an analysis of some of the consequences of the implementation of NEP.
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1. On Education Opportunity

          
Since the implementation of the NEP, there has been a drastic dimunition of higher education opportunities for the non- Malay students in Malaysia.

          
According to a report, the Deputy Prime Minister of Malaysia, Dr Mahatir Mohamad, in answering questions raised by an opposition party member in parliament, revealed that in 1977, the total number of applications for places in the five domestic universities was 29,998, out of which only 5,953 were accepted. Among the students accepted, 4,457 (74.9%) were Malays, and 1,187 (19.9%) Chinese; 266 (45%) Indians and 43 (0.7%) others (compared with 39.7%:49.2%:7.3% for the Malays, Chinese and Indians respectively in 1970 before implementation of NEP.) Apparently, the intakes of students into tertiary institutions have failed to reflect the country's racial composition. (According to 1970's population census, the percentage composition of the three races were Malays 46.8%, Chinese 34.1%, and Indian 9%.)

          

            

[image: Photo of Malaysian workers]
          

          
The deliberate policy of the government to suppress the development of the Chinese language schools and to thwart efforts to set up a Chinese-language University (Merdeka University) has caused a sense of educational insecurity within the Chinese community. This further led to frustration, discontentment and alienation among them.

          
To pacify the widespread dissatisfaction among the non-Malays, the Education Minister, Musa Hitam, has announced recently to increase the intake of the non- Malay students by 2%. Even this meagre increase has caused an uproar and protest from the extremist Malay groups, especially the UMNO.
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2. Employment Opportunities

          
At the completion of first phase of NEP i.e. the Second Malaysian Plan (1971-1975) the unemployment rate is estimated to have fallen from 8.1% in 1970 to 6.9% in 1975 for the Malays; increased from 7.0% to 7.2% for the Chinese and increased from 11.0% to 12.2% for the Indians. Apparently, the increase in unemployment rate for the Chinese and Indians has no other reasons except manipulation by the government. This is another injustice of NEP.

          
One instance of the dissatisfaction of the non-Malays towards the racist policy of the government is reflected in the recent mass emigration of Malaysian professionals abroad.
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3. Commerce and Industry

          
The NEP seeks to increase the Malay ownership of all share capital from 2.4% in 1970 to at least 30% by 1990; non- Bumiputra from 34.3% to 40% and to reduce foreign interests from 63.3% in 1970 to 30% by 1990.

          
According to the Third Malaysia Plan (1976-1980), the average annual growth rate of Bumiputra ownership during 1971-75 was 43.6%, Chinese merely 13.7% and Indians, 16.3%. This sufficiently illustrates the intensity of the government's effort to help the Malays.

          
In 1975, the Industrial Co-ordination Act was introduced by the government. This Act stipulates that every manufacturing company having a share-holder's fund of more than $250,000 (later amended to $500,000) or employing more than 25 fulltime workers shall apply for a manufacturing license, and that 30% for its equity share should be offered to Malays.

          
Under this Act, the medium-size businesses especially those owned by the Chinese have borne the brunt of restrictions over issue and terms of licenses.
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Who Benefits from NEP?

          
The NEP has classified the three races of Malaysia into Bumiputra (Sons of Soil) and non-Bumiputra. In its implementation, the government has always highlighted the Bumiputra interests. Despite repealed assurance from the government that in the implementation of NEP, "no group would feel a sense of loss or feel being deprived", non-Bumiputra still feel a sense of loss and deprived in view of their diminishing opportunities in education, employment and promotion, commerce and industry etc.

          
At this point, one should take a close view to find out which are the sectors or groups of Malay which have benefited most from NEP.

          
"'Tengku Tengku, Tan Sri Tan Sri, Datuk Datuk itu Bumiputra, kami Melayu bukam Bumiputra."

          
The above is a popular quotation among the poor Malays. It ridicules the efforts of the government to help Malays, which have only benefitted a handful of rich Malays and not the poverty stricken Malay masses. This is because only the rich Malays from the middle and upper classes (eg. from the aristocratic class, influential Malay bureaucrats and rich Malay businessman) can take full advantage of the present Government's policy.

          
These rich Malays are the groups who have the surplus money to apply for business licences, to bid for government contracts or to buy the shares held for the Malays, just to quote a few of them. Also, it is the influential (usually rich) Malays, who have the opportunity to obtain a place on the boards of public companies. The poor Malay peasants, fishermen and workers have not benefitted at all, though the relatively small number of their children who managed to pass their secondary school examinations, have obtained scholarships, university places and posts in the civil service.

          
However, the class bias of the present education system has benefitted disproportionately the rich Malays when comparing the actual numbers. According to the Murad Report of 1972, children from rich families enjoyed nine times higher chances of continuing their study beyond the age of 15, compared with poor families. Since most Government scholarships, college and university places, civil service and military posts are only given to those who have passed at least their lower secondary school examinations, it is clear that Malays from rich families received the full advantage of the Malay special privileges
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Conclusion

          
From the above analysis, we observe that the policy of the government since independence is one that is unable to rectify the racial tensions or to redress racial inequality. The implementation of the NEP has created increased injustice among all rayes and further polarized the three races. The present policy of the Malaysian Government only serves to create a small, Malas middle-class, and converting a few half-millionaire Malays into a few millionaire Malays, All this is being done at the expense of other ethnic groups and the poor Malays. All these only increase the possibility of another racial blood-bath.
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Multinationals: The Nuts and Bolts Approach

        

          
Controlling Interest

          
"Not a nut or a bolt will be allowed to reach Chile under Allende. Once Allende comes to power we will do everything in our power to condemn Chile and Chileans to the utmost deprivation and poverty". This statement by Edward Kerry, US Ambassador to Chile, exposes the role US businesses and the US Government play in the third world. It is one of many in the film Controlling Interest, shown on campus last week by the Students' Association.

          
The film belongs to CORSO, who use it as part of their policy of working to both eliminate poverty and expose its causes. Contrasting interviews with company directors and workers in cramped Singaporean factories, shanty town squatters on the outskirts of major third world cities with Latin American nightspots, the film, reveals the way in which multinationals actally increase the poverty of the third world.

        

        

          
Economic Manipulation

          
It also shows the role of the multinationals in the West. It follows the struggles of workers in Greenville, Massachusetts, to prevent their factory shifting its operations to South Carolina. Many multinationals close down factories in the US and Europe, only to open again somewhere in the third world. The advantages are a cheap and "stable" labour force, and often hefty tax incentives as well.

          
The drive is for profits, without concern for the unemployment they leave behind or the deplorable conditions they subject third world workers and their families to. One businessman even went so far as to claim that Singaporean "girls" 
like repetitive work because it suits them!

          

Controlling Interest focuses on Brazil, where a so-called economic miracle has tripled the GNP since 1974. But 80% of the people have grown poorer, victims of the multinationals' manipulation of their economy: For example, the staple crop blackbeans used to provide an important source of protein in the Brazilian diet. These days, blackbeans are no longer grown in any -significant amounts. They have been replaced by export crops, leading to huge profits for the multinationals and widespread malnutrition for the masses of the people. Their poverty, being forced to live in dwellings made of wooden boxes and tin cans, makes the barracks of Soweto look luxurious.

        

        

          
Political Manipulation

          
In Chile the multinationals were forced out when Allende came to power. The West responded with an economic blockade in an attempt to starve the Chilean government out. Not satisfied with this, the US bolstered the Chilean army and made the coup possible. In the bloodbath that followed, 30,000 Chileans were killed.

          

            

[image: Drawing of a vulture with a USA top hat on gripping South America]
          

          
Overthrowing Governments that are unfriendly to the US used to be a favourite past time of that superpower. In 1965, 25,000 US troops overthrew the first democratically elected President of the Dominican Republic for 40 years. One of the US Government spokesmen interviewed in 
Controlling Interest described this as "slight overkill"!

          
It is interesting to look at this film in relation to the New Zealand experience. Our Government also encourages foreign investment into New Zealand. Many people who are concerned that wages and working conditions should not be further eroded, believe that the Government will control foreign investment properly.

          
But why should we assume that multinational investment will not play the same role here that it does everywhere else in the world? Why would a Government that readily changes the laws to suit its own interests (or ignores them altogether), that cuts vital welfare such as health and education while continuing to subsidise big business, and consistently attacks the living standards of most of the people, change its tack when it comes to the multinationals.

          
To preserve its own interests, does it have any choice? The West Germans were attracted by New Zealand's cheap energy and cheap, relatively stable, white labour force. They and the Government that makes these things available to them certainly do not have our interests at heart.

          

Leonie Morris.
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A Legacy of Financial Problems

        

          
Money, organisation, administration: surely these three things are the heart of any body such as NZUSA. Well some may think so, but it is not my view. In essence NZUSA is its 38,000 members, and the test that must be applied to it, as an organisation, is its effectiveness in presenting the views of those members, and where possible actioning them. Money and administration are merely the tools that are used to achieve these ends.

          
However money does assume some importance when one's activities are limited by the lack of it, and presently NZUSA is broke. In this climate the Finance and Administration Commission (which is charged with consideration of matters of money and the like) has enjoyed a reputation of "being the place where it all happens." However at both Councils this year the spotlight has moved away from F&A, generally onto Education Commission, where NZUSA's policy and activities in this vital area are planned.

          
The reason is basically that NZUSA has been studying the economic philosophies of both the Labour and National governments over the years. When things got tricky for New Zealand, both governments started running a tight ship and praying frantically for the discovery of oil off Maui. In its case, NZUSA is running a tight ship and praying for the Student Travel Bureau to pay off its losses and bale the organisation out. It must be admitted though, that compared with the chances of a major oil find, STB is a very safe bet, like say four kings.

        

        

          
Some Accounts Presented

          
I have already reported at some length on the position regarding the Student Travel Bureau in an earlier Salient, and the only thing that is worth adding at this stage, was that STB's Annual Accounts for the period ending 31 March 1978 were presented showing a profit of $17,000. Not of course that that represents any money in the bank, or dividends to NZUSA (the shareholder), there are still a few debts outstanding, around $200,000 worth. However the profit in the 1977/78 financial year lends credence to the directors' claim that STB Ltd may well be declaring dividends within four years (the profits in the following years are expected to be considerably larger than this year's). So it seems that STB is on the way up. It was remarked that this was probably the first profit that STB had ever made.

          
NZUSA's accounts for the year ended 31 December 1978 were also presented to Council. They were not quite as encouraging as STB's. At 31 December last year, NZUSA's balance sheet showed a net deficit of about $10,000 (ie its liabilities exceeded its assets by that amount). Because of the vagaries of accountancy, this figure is a little bit gloomier than the real situation. The real situation is that NZUSA's deficit is actually about $3,000 (chicken-shit!). However NZUSA is compelled to live with this unpleasant fact of life until STB comes alive, at which stage the balance sheet will rapidly begin to improve.

          
The reasons why an improvement in NZUSA's books depends on STB's recovery is due to the relationship between the two organisations. Firstly we own STB and have shares listed as assets, valued at $100 (which some might think excessive for a company that has presently $200,000 of debts). Once STB comes right (ie solvent) these shares can be written up to their real value, $50,000. Furthermore, many of the debts on NZUSA's books are to STB, and these debts cannot be repaid until STB starts declaring dividends. So the balance shed looks bad, but once STB comes into its own, it will dramatically improve.

        

        

          
How NZUSA Got into the Shit

          
However balance sheets are things of little interest to people other than account ants, (presumably) accountancy student and bank managers. A more pertinent question is why NZUSA got itself into this mess. Suprisingly perhaps, to some, it was not a result of "politicos" rushing around organising campaigns on this "irrelevent" issue or the other with total disregard for budgettary allocations. In fact the only occasion that I know of when NZUSA ran over budget, it was covered by a special levy so that we didn't lower accumulated reserves

          
Cynics would say that the reason NZUSA got into the financial shit was because they set up a Travel Company (or in fact just entered commerical operations). This is the long held position of the Auckland University Students' Association (AUSA), and they feel they have a classic example in STB. It is not a view easily countered in that particular example. The development, as I understand it, was as follows:

          
USA found itself with the ISIC 
[
unclear: nchise] (ie the franchise to sell the (card) in the early 1970s, and it was king money hand over fist.

          
USA saw dollar signs beckoning over 
[
unclear: ry] airport, under every aeroplane 
[
unclear: ig] and sitting on every empty airline 
[
unclear: t], and set up a fully fledged travel 
[
unclear: npany].

          
set up the travel company (STB), USA raised loans from its constit- 
[
unclear: its] (loans that have yet to be repaid).

          
the company grew, NZUSA was left 
[
unclear: h] a surplus of cash for short periods 
[
unclear: r] a more detailed explanation read B: The DC10 in Student Union use in Salient No. 15 1979) and not 
[
unclear: nting] to waste it, used it to buy a 
[
unclear: lding], supplementing this cash (which is effectively a short-term loan with 
[
unclear: ther] loans from constituents (again to be repaid) and a bank mortgage. 
[
unclear: USA] still owns this building (Student 
[
unclear: ion] House on the corner of Blair 
[
unclear: ect] and Courtenay Place).

          

[
unclear: te] Australian Union of Students' 
[
unclear: idem] Travel Service (AUSSTS) 
[
unclear: apsed] in late 1977 and when its 
[
unclear: unts] were unravelled it was revealed 
[
unclear: at] NZUSA owed AUSSTS some 
[
unclear: 0,000]. To show their good faith, 
[
unclear: USA] wrote out a cheque for $22,000 that debt (the balance of the debt 
[
unclear: ing] transferred to STB — again see 
[
unclear: licnt] No. 15). However as this cheque 
[
unclear: u] not drawn against an extra $22,000 income, it just meant that NZUSA 
[
unclear: TU] into overdraft (NZUSA raised a facto loan from the bank).

          

[
unclear: be] Board of Directors of STB announced that STB would declare no dividends 
[
unclear: mil] it had repaid its debts

          

[
unclear: ell] if you can form a coherent picture all of that, you are doing a good deal 
[
unclear: with] than a number of the people involved 
[
unclear: ZUSA] and STB at the time. For sake of 
[
unclear: i] will just summarise the effects:

          

[
unclear: ZIJSA] had effectively gone into over- 
[
unclear: raft] by $22,000

          

[
unclear: USA] had no income from STB

          

[
unclear: ZUSA] had large loans from the con 
[
unclear: tuents] with no visible means of repaying them until STB started declaring dividends.

          
4. NZUSA was committed to paying off $5,000 per year on the mortgage taken out on the building, plus interest on that mortgage

          
So why didn't NZUSA sell the building? At least that would cut its problems by half. Well there was a problem. The calls against the building; mortgage, overdraft, constituent loans and a debt to STB for the balance of the AUSSTS debt (which remember STB had taken over) totalled more than the expected sale price of the building. NZUSA was in the embarrasing position of not being able to afford to realistically live in the building, but neither could it afford to sell it.

          
The various decisions made that attempted to resolve these questions were in the main made last year or early this year, and those who participated in the making of them, can do little now but look to STB to dig, first themselves, and then its partner in disaster, NZUSA, out from their deep holes. One regrettable consequence of this enforced hiatus is that various increased costs cannot be absorbed by NZUSA and must be passed on to the constituents, in the form of loans and/or increased levies. The one important decision that was made at this Council was to endeavour to raise an extra $22,000 in constituent loans to cover the overdraft. Another set of loans to be repaid when STB declares dividends.

          
In some quarters perhaps this tale of woe will serve to add fuel to the fires of those that wish to attack NZUSA. Before doing this though there is one important point that must be remembered. Most of these problems arose from decisions taken four or five years ago. What we are now attempting to do is pick up the pieces and try to ensure that the same mistakes cannot be made in the future. It is the view of AUSA, though not widely supported, that once it has traded its way out of its difficulties, the Student Travel Bureau should be wound up, to prevent this ever happening again. Although I personally do not support this view, as soon as NZUSA is in a position of choice regarding its commerical ventures, a long, hard, look will have to be taken at the advantages in them, offset against the hidden dangers.

          

            
Peter Beach
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NZUSA August Council

        

          
Grubbiness in STB

          

            
A grubby display of political expediency soured the good news announced at its Extraordinary General Meeting that the Student Travel Bureau ended up with a profit of over $17,000 for the 1978 financial year. The chairman of the Bureau's board of directors, John Judge, said in his report that this profit had been achieved despite spending of over $15,000 in scaling down the company's operations and represented "an excellent result"'. He added that the full effects of the board's actions would continue to be felt throughout the current year.

            
Mr Judge expressed concern, though, at the board's vulnerability because its membership is subject to continual change. He said this was a particular problem this year as "with my impending departure overseas, no 'non-executive' board member has more than one year's experience". The election of a replacement board member was to come up later in the meeting (the springboard for the grubbiness mentioned, but more of that later) and Mr Judge said that the board believed caution should be exercised in that election.

            
"It is my personal belief that to elect a recent 'student politician' with little or no business experience would be a disastrous mistake and that it is better to elect nobody if there is no candidate with suitable experience," he said. "To help overcome this problem the board is approaching a senior member of the travel industry to serve on the board in addition to the three 'student' elected members. This will provide the board with a level of continuity and expertise not presently available and will help the company to consolidate from our present base."

          

          

            
New Board Members Elected

            
After the presentation of the company's audited accounts, the meeting moved on to the election of a replacement student director. There were candidates for the positon, Phil Chronican and Graham Bowers.

            

              

[image: Photo of a man with his hands up]

"No, honest, it was this big."


            

            
Phil Chronican, president of Otago University Students' Association in 1978, said that he had made a report on STB last year, and considered that he understands the workings of the company as much as anyone presently on the board.

            
Dave Perry from Canterbury University quoted Mr Judge's comments regarding "student politicians" and asked Phil if he thought these were applicable to him. "I would like to think I would be considered for my administrative abilities rather than my political beliefs," Phil replied.

            
Peter Beach asked Phil to what extent, as a student representative, he would feel bound to carry out a decision of an SGM in his workings on the board. "I would feel duty bound to follow it," Phil replied, "unless it conflicted with my legal responsibilities to the company." He had earlier mentioned the legal onus on the director of a company not to act against the interests of the company.

            
Graham Bowers, currently the accountant for the Auckland University Students' Association, was asked by Simon Wilson the same question Peter Beach had put to Phil Chronican and replied that he would feel bound by any decision of an SGM.

            
Board member Stephen Underwood asked Graham if he saw the possibility of any conflict between his position at Auckland University and the position of director. "Perhaps a personal conflict," Graham replied, "but no more than a board member who sits on two or three boards or is on the board and has a separate job."

          

          

            
Board Member Sacked

            
The two candidates retired and the grubbiness began. It was decided that because both people would be excellent board members, present student director Nigel Petrie, who supposedly had not been working as hard as he should have, would be rolled and Chronican and Bowers would be elected to replace him and Judge. Sure, if Nigel hadn't been doing the job he had been elected to do, he should have been replaced, but certainly not in the manner that he was.

            
President of Massey University Students' Association, Felicite Jardine, started the ball rolling (excuse the pun) by saying that a picture was being built up that things were not as good as they seemed on the board. "Specifically I'm not happy with the way Nigel is working. He has had a year on the board now but he is not shaping up to the job," she said.

            
The directors, excluding Chris Gosling, withdrew from the meeting at this stage, saying it was "unreasonable" for them to be expected to pass judgement on one of their fellow board members. Chris then told the meeting that in his personal opinion Nigel's performance on the board "has been less than adequate".

            
"He has attended most meetings but his contribution has been very small. In simple terms he has said very little and what he has said has not covered any new ground or raised any new facts." Chris said that he had come onto the board "more ignorant" than Nigel but considers that he has done more than him in that time. "We have two good candidates for election and I think both these should be appointed and Petrie's appointed terminated. And that's not said lightly," he added
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Helen Aikman however voiced her disapproval at the way in which the whole situation was being handled, saying that it was neither "the time or the place" to discuss it. "It should have come up at National Exec," she said. "We came along here to elect one member to the board and when the candidates were out of the



room we were informed that moves were afoot to roll one of the present members."

            
Tony Stuart from Canterbury agreed that the matter should have been raised at National Executive, adding that "there's something a bit smelly about the whole thing". He said later though that in his experience Nigel did not seem to have been doing his job well enough.

            
Simon Wilson made a plea for some decency in the matter and said that Nigel should be given time to think about the allegations being made about him and be allowed to resign if he wanted to, "rather than informing him in the morning and then by barely 12 o'clock be passing motions of no confidence in him".

            
Nigel was called back into the meeting to give a chance to defend himself. He said that the reason he had taken little part in discussions on accounting matters was because of a lack of experience. He had tried to visit the various campuses, one of his responsibilities as a student representative on the board, and had been to several.

            
Paul Gourlie of Otago asked him if he considered the other members of the board were trying to push him out, but Nigel replied that he did not think the issue was a personality one. He did think he had not been involved in the running of the organisation as much as the other board members, but he said this was more of a "communication problem" than ostracism. (Is there a difference?).
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After some further questioning Nigel again left the meeting and a motion calling for his removal from the board of STB was carried. Instead of the matter being dealt with in a manner demanded by its seriousness if nothing else, expediency had ruled. You can judge whether or not it was ok.

            
No doubt in recognition of this, Margaret Underwood said that Victoria would like to express its concern at the way the situation was handled, especially the lack of notice given.

            
After that, the elections were something of an anti-climax. Graham Bowers was elected for a three year term to replace John Judge and Phil Chronichan was elected for a one year term replacing Nigel.

            

Mark Wilson.
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Liddell Replies

          

            
Dear Peter,

          

          
Oh dear, Stephen A'Court seems not to appreciate the workings of Education Commission at August Council. The Commission should have been the "most important, the scene of the greatest debate" and should have discussed "the strengths and weaknesses of the Education Fightback campaign". In my opinion, the Commission fulfilled all its functions most adequately. Whether it should be the scene of the "greatest debate" is another matter. The purpose of debate is to inform and persuade, and as it eventuated, there was a remarkable unity of understanding, direction and purpose making full scale debates unnecessary. I was in fact surprised at the degree of cohesion that the different delegates displayed, attributable I think to the knowledge and awareness built up during term two. As for discussion of the Education Fightback campaign, there was certainly that. Maybe Mr A'Court did not attend all sessions.

          
I presume that your reporter is aware of the revised procedure of Council when he suggests that the Commission should have spent time "working out a detailed list of priorities for the work of the Education and Welfare Vice President." No priorities are set nowadays for the work of the officers of the Association, so maybe Stephen A'Court is suggesting that the work of the elected officers is not adequately controlled and monitored at present. If so, he should substantiate such claims.

          
I am surprised at Mr A'Court's remarks when he suggests in effect that Education Commission spent too much lime examining policy. Commissions are the working sessions of Council where policy is reviewed and if necessary revised. That is precisely what occurred. It is the task as he pointed out of the National Education Action Committee to action that policy. The differentiation is clear and works well. If NEAC is to action policy, what other role for the Commission is there but to set it? And if so how can too much time be spent doing just that? I find his logic strange.

          
Then there is criticism of the discussion of the financial assistance policy. But again, the task was to review the existing policy, not necessrily to bring in a complete new raft of policy. The job the Commission undertook very thoroughly was to examine the basis of our policy which it then found to be sound. The result was certainly similar to the original policy, but this shows what our policy is all about. It sets out the fundamentals of what we consider to be an equitable and appropriate bursary system and simply because the Tertiary Study Grant does not measure up to our ideals is no reason to scrap existing policy.

          
Unfortunately Mr A'Court is not very sure of the times of the NEAC meeting (you know the meeting that is required to, and did, action policy set by Council). The chair was allegedly "something like" 90 minutes late (thirty would have been nearer the mark) and the work took "something like" two and a half hours, an amount which your reporterconsiders "pitiful". I don't evaluate the output of a meeting on the time it took, but on the value of the discussion that took place. The work was completed expeditiously and sets out clearly what has to be done. I certainly didn't receive any complaints from delegates.

          
In fact, most delegates commented to me that they were pleased with the running of the Commission and the NEAC, fell that good, constructive, illuminating debate took place, and that all the necessary' business was completed. Delegates and other attenders at Council I spoke to certainly felt that the Education Fightback campaign is in good heart, and I am convinced that if the delegates at that Commission are those responsible for its continued operation in 1980, the work done will be first-class.

          
Cassandras with gloomy prognostications will only retard the progress of Education Fightback.

          

Yours sincerely,

Grant Liddell.

NZUSA Education & Welfare Vice-President.
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Grubbiness in STB

          

            
A grubby display of political expediency soured the good news announced at its Extraordinary General Meeting that the Student Travel Bureau ended up with a profit of over $17,000 for the 1978 financial year. The chairman of the Bureau's board of directors, John Judge, said in his report that this profit had been achieved despite spending of over $15,000 in scaling down the company's operations and represented "an excellent result"'. He added that the full effects of the board's actions would continue to be felt throughout the current year.

            
Mr Judge expressed concern, though, at the board's vulnerability because its membership is subject to continual change. He said this was a particular problem this year as "with my impending departure overseas, no 'non-executive' board member has more than one year's experience". The election of a replacement board member was to come up later in the meeting (the springboard for the grubbiness mentioned, but more of that later) and Mr Judge said that the board believed caution should be exercised in that election.

            
"It is my personal belief that to elect a recent 'student politician' with little or no business experience would be a disastrous mistake and that it is better to elect nobody if there is no candidate with suitable experience," he said. "To help overcome this problem the board is approaching a senior member of the travel industry to serve on the board in addition to the three 'student' elected members. This will provide the board with a level of continuity and expertise not presently available and will help the company to consolidate from our present base."

          

          

            
New Board Members Elected

            
After the presentation of the company's audited accounts, the meeting moved on to the election of a replacement student director. There were candidates for the positon, Phil Chronican and Graham Bowers.
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Phil Chronican, president of Otago University Students' Association in 1978, said that he had made a report on STB last year, and considered that he understands the workings of the company as much as anyone presently on the board.

            
Dave Perry from Canterbury University quoted Mr Judge's comments regarding "student politicians" and asked Phil if he thought these were applicable to him. "I would like to think I would be considered for my administrative abilities rather than my political beliefs," Phil replied.

            
Peter Beach asked Phil to what extent, as a student representative, he would feel bound to carry out a decision of an SGM in his workings on the board. "I would feel duty bound to follow it," Phil replied, "unless it conflicted with my legal responsibilities to the company." He had earlier mentioned the legal onus on the director of a company not to act against the interests of the company.

            
Graham Bowers, currently the accountant for the Auckland University Students' Association, was asked by Simon Wilson the same question Peter Beach had put to Phil Chronican and replied that he would feel bound by any decision of an SGM.

            
Board member Stephen Underwood asked Graham if he saw the possibility of any conflict between his position at Auckland University and the position of director. "Perhaps a personal conflict," Graham replied, "but no more than a board member who sits on two or three boards or is on the board and has a separate job."

          

          

            
Board Member Sacked

            
The two candidates retired and the grubbiness began. It was decided that because both people would be excellent board members, present student director Nigel Petrie, who supposedly had not been working as hard as he should have, would be rolled and Chronican and Bowers would be elected to replace him and Judge. Sure, if Nigel hadn't been doing the job he had been elected to do, he should have been replaced, but certainly not in the manner that he was.

            
President of Massey University Students' Association, Felicite Jardine, started the ball rolling (excuse the pun) by saying that a picture was being built up that things were not as good as they seemed on the board. "Specifically I'm not happy with the way Nigel is working. He has had a year on the board now but he is not shaping up to the job," she said.

            
The directors, excluding Chris Gosling, withdrew from the meeting at this stage, saying it was "unreasonable" for them to be expected to pass judgement on one of their fellow board members. Chris then told the meeting that in his personal opinion Nigel's performance on the board "has been less than adequate".

            
"He has attended most meetings but his contribution has been very small. In simple terms he has said very little and what he has said has not covered any new ground or raised any new facts." Chris said that he had come onto the board "more ignorant" than Nigel but considers that he has done more than him in that time. "We have two good candidates for election and I think both these should be appointed and Petrie's appointed terminated. And that's not said lightly," he added
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No Warning Given

            
Helen Aikman however voiced her disapproval at the way in which the whole situation was being handled, saying that it was neither "the time or the place" to discuss it. "It should have come up at National Exec," she said. "We came along here to elect one member to the board and when the candidates were out of the



room we were informed that moves were afoot to roll one of the present members."

            
Tony Stuart from Canterbury agreed that the matter should have been raised at National Executive, adding that "there's something a bit smelly about the whole thing". He said later though that in his experience Nigel did not seem to have been doing his job well enough.

            
Simon Wilson made a plea for some decency in the matter and said that Nigel should be given time to think about the allegations being made about him and be allowed to resign if he wanted to, "rather than informing him in the morning and then by barely 12 o'clock be passing motions of no confidence in him".

            
Nigel was called back into the meeting to give a chance to defend himself. He said that the reason he had taken little part in discussions on accounting matters was because of a lack of experience. He had tried to visit the various campuses, one of his responsibilities as a student representative on the board, and had been to several.

            
Paul Gourlie of Otago asked him if he considered the other members of the board were trying to push him out, but Nigel replied that he did not think the issue was a personality one. He did think he had not been involved in the running of the organisation as much as the other board members, but he said this was more of a "communication problem" than ostracism. (Is there a difference?).
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After some further questioning Nigel again left the meeting and a motion calling for his removal from the board of STB was carried. Instead of the matter being dealt with in a manner demanded by its seriousness if nothing else, expediency had ruled. You can judge whether or not it was ok.

            
No doubt in recognition of this, Margaret Underwood said that Victoria would like to express its concern at the way the situation was handled, especially the lack of notice given.

            
After that, the elections were something of an anti-climax. Graham Bowers was elected for a three year term to replace John Judge and Phil Chronichan was elected for a one year term replacing Nigel.

            

Mark Wilson.
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Phil Chronican, president of Otago University Students' Association in 1978, said that he had made a report on STB last year, and considered that he understands the workings of the company as much as anyone presently on the board.
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Graham Bowers, currently the accountant for the Auckland University Students' Association, was asked by Simon Wilson the same question Peter Beach had put to Phil Chronican and replied that he would feel bound by any decision of an SGM.
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Helen Aikman however voiced her disapproval at the way in which the whole situation was being handled, saying that it was neither "the time or the place" to discuss it. "It should have come up at National Exec," she said. "We came along here to elect one member to the board and when the candidates were out of the



room we were informed that moves were afoot to roll one of the present members."

            
Tony Stuart from Canterbury agreed that the matter should have been raised at National Executive, adding that "there's something a bit smelly about the whole thing". He said later though that in his experience Nigel did not seem to have been doing his job well enough.

            
Simon Wilson made a plea for some decency in the matter and said that Nigel should be given time to think about the allegations being made about him and be allowed to resign if he wanted to, "rather than informing him in the morning and then by barely 12 o'clock be passing motions of no confidence in him".

            
Nigel was called back into the meeting to give a chance to defend himself. He said that the reason he had taken little part in discussions on accounting matters was because of a lack of experience. He had tried to visit the various campuses, one of his responsibilities as a student representative on the board, and had been to several.
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After some further questioning Nigel again left the meeting and a motion calling for his removal from the board of STB was carried. Instead of the matter being dealt with in a manner demanded by its seriousness if nothing else, expediency had ruled. You can judge whether or not it was ok.

            
No doubt in recognition of this, Margaret Underwood said that Victoria would like to express its concern at the way the situation was handled, especially the lack of notice given.
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Liddell Replies

          

            
Dear Peter,

          

          
Oh dear, Stephen A'Court seems not to appreciate the workings of Education Commission at August Council. The Commission should have been the "most important, the scene of the greatest debate" and should have discussed "the strengths and weaknesses of the Education Fightback campaign". In my opinion, the Commission fulfilled all its functions most adequately. Whether it should be the scene of the "greatest debate" is another matter. The purpose of debate is to inform and persuade, and as it eventuated, there was a remarkable unity of understanding, direction and purpose making full scale debates unnecessary. I was in fact surprised at the degree of cohesion that the different delegates displayed, attributable I think to the knowledge and awareness built up during term two. As for discussion of the Education Fightback campaign, there was certainly that. Maybe Mr A'Court did not attend all sessions.

          
I presume that your reporter is aware of the revised procedure of Council when he suggests that the Commission should have spent time "working out a detailed list of priorities for the work of the Education and Welfare Vice President." No priorities are set nowadays for the work of the officers of the Association, so maybe Stephen A'Court is suggesting that the work of the elected officers is not adequately controlled and monitored at present. If so, he should substantiate such claims.

          
I am surprised at Mr A'Court's remarks when he suggests in effect that Education Commission spent too much lime examining policy. Commissions are the working sessions of Council where policy is reviewed and if necessary revised. That is precisely what occurred. It is the task as he pointed out of the National Education Action Committee to action that policy. The differentiation is clear and works well. If NEAC is to action policy, what other role for the Commission is there but to set it? And if so how can too much time be spent doing just that? I find his logic strange.

          
Then there is criticism of the discussion of the financial assistance policy. But again, the task was to review the existing policy, not necessrily to bring in a complete new raft of policy. The job the Commission undertook very thoroughly was to examine the basis of our policy which it then found to be sound. The result was certainly similar to the original policy, but this shows what our policy is all about. It sets out the fundamentals of what we consider to be an equitable and appropriate bursary system and simply because the Tertiary Study Grant does not measure up to our ideals is no reason to scrap existing policy.

          
Unfortunately Mr A'Court is not very sure of the times of the NEAC meeting (you know the meeting that is required to, and did, action policy set by Council). The chair was allegedly "something like" 90 minutes late (thirty would have been nearer the mark) and the work took "something like" two and a half hours, an amount which your reporterconsiders "pitiful". I don't evaluate the output of a meeting on the time it took, but on the value of the discussion that took place. The work was completed expeditiously and sets out clearly what has to be done. I certainly didn't receive any complaints from delegates.

          
In fact, most delegates commented to me that they were pleased with the running of the Commission and the NEAC, fell that good, constructive, illuminating debate took place, and that all the necessary' business was completed. Delegates and other attenders at Council I spoke to certainly felt that the Education Fightback campaign is in good heart, and I am convinced that if the delegates at that Commission are those responsible for its continued operation in 1980, the work done will be first-class.

          
Cassandras with gloomy prognostications will only retard the progress of Education Fightback.

          

Yours sincerely,

Grant Liddell.

NZUSA Education & Welfare Vice-President.
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Policy on Sheep

        

          
It has always been my opinion that the National Commission, and the work done by NZUSA to action National policy, is one of the more interesting areas of NZUSA's work. After all, there's a wide, wide world of noble causes; and even in a country of only 20 million sheep, New Zealand students have always justifiably found many things that could be improved upon. The policy that NZUSA holds on issues within New Zealand has, therefore, grown in diversity almost as much as it has length (about 90 motions to date).

          
But 1979 has seen the focus of NZUSA's attention turn to the field of education, in the face of severe Government attacks upon the whole system, not just upon university students. And, obviously, both Government attacks and NZUSA's opposition will continue through at least 1980.
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However, far from being overshadowed by this, work in National has been designed to complement the Education Fightback Campaign. National has taken the important role of emphasising the fact that the cuts to Education are part of a wider economic downturn. "Economic Fightback" is the term that has been coined to describe the first priority of National until May Council 1980. This means that the GVP will concentrate, especially in the third term, on unemployment and student unemployment, urging union membership upon students during the summer vacation, and also working in civil liberties.

          
Work in the area of finding jobs for students is even more important in the light of a rumour that the TSG will not be given to students who do not find work during the summer vacation. The second, and final, priority of National until next Council is domestic racism.
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Successful Commission

          
Overall, National was a "successful" Commission at August Council. This was the result of several factors. I imagine that Jim (General Vice-President) Brown would not admit to being the world's number one chairperson but he worked with all the efficiency necessary to allow National to get through all its policy and have enough time to set priorities, a budget and determine a good set of specific tasks for the GVP to fulfill. It was Jim's style which allowed a relaxed commission, and even on issues with a wide divergence of opinion, there was a surprising lack of acrimony.

          
Another aspect of the successful nature of the Commission was, as mentioned, the number of specific tasks given to the GVP in order to action priorities. As examples, Jim will make further representations to the Danks Committee with regard to freedom of information, will supply material to student newspapers on anti-civil liberties legislation and on the cuts to the Public Hospital Expenditure and will produce a series of posters, leaflets and a series of articles to publicise the SCSP scheme and union membership.

        

        

          
The Policy

          
Some of the more interesting new policy included Homosexual Law Reform. NZUSA already has policy arguing that sexual acts between consenting persons, 16 years and over, should be free from any legal restriction.

          
There is a chance that a bill will be presented to Parliament which will legalise homosexual acts for males over 20. This policy is opposed by the National Gay Rights Coalition because it will lead to increased police harrassment of people under 20 years and it could very well lead to the criminalization of lesbian activity for those women under 20 (to make it plain that the Government does not discriminate on the basis of sex!) For these reasons, NZUSA now supports the NGRC strategy in opposing discriminatory legislation against homosexuals.

          
There was something of political philosophy debate when it came to a motion which condemned "all forms of sexist and racist publications." The Auckland delegation took the position that this was a form of censorship—and we must be either opposed to, or support, censorship. But the point was made, by Victoria, that censorship was imposed for different reasons; and it is those reasons that are important, not censorship itself. NZUSA opposes both racism and sexism and there is nothing sacrosanct about either when they are presented in a literary form. In this case, censorship was being applied for reasons of protection. The point was taken, and the motion was passed unanimously.

        

        

          
Victoria does Well
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There is much policy which justifies mention (although the motion: "That NZUSA push for the greater integration of the bicycle in New Zealand's transport system" definitely doesn't) but it is impossible to describe even a representative sample here.

          
One final point that must be made is the performance of Victoria's National delegates. Tim Rochford and Andrew Beach performed well in their Commission. Both took the job seriously, had prepared themselves beforehand and took a leading role in discussion. This is especially true of Tim Rochford. With previous Council and National Affairs Officer experience behind him, he established himself as the dominant personality of the Commission. Both of these delegates, along with our chief delegates Helen Aikman and Caroline Massof, were some of the best performed of all delegates at Council.

          

Stephen A'Court.
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However, far from being overshadowed by this, work in National has been designed to complement the Education Fightback Campaign. National has taken the important role of emphasising the fact that the cuts to Education are part of a wider economic downturn. "Economic Fightback" is the term that has been coined to describe the first priority of National until May Council 1980. This means that the GVP will concentrate, especially in the third term, on unemployment and student unemployment, urging union membership upon students during the summer vacation, and also working in civil liberties.

          
Work in the area of finding jobs for students is even more important in the light of a rumour that the TSG will not be given to students who do not find work during the summer vacation. The second, and final, priority of National until next Council is domestic racism.
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Who's a pretty boy, then?
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Successful Commission

          
Overall, National was a "successful" Commission at August Council. This was the result of several factors. I imagine that Jim (General Vice-President) Brown would not admit to being the world's number one chairperson but he worked with all the efficiency necessary to allow National to get through all its policy and have enough time to set priorities, a budget and determine a good set of specific tasks for the GVP to fulfill. It was Jim's style which allowed a relaxed commission, and even on issues with a wide divergence of opinion, there was a surprising lack of acrimony.

          
Another aspect of the successful nature of the Commission was, as mentioned, the number of specific tasks given to the GVP in order to action priorities. As examples, Jim will make further representations to the Danks Committee with regard to freedom of information, will supply material to student newspapers on anti-civil liberties legislation and on the cuts to the Public Hospital Expenditure and will produce a series of posters, leaflets and a series of articles to publicise the SCSP scheme and union membership.
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The Policy

          
Some of the more interesting new policy included Homosexual Law Reform. NZUSA already has policy arguing that sexual acts between consenting persons, 16 years and over, should be free from any legal restriction.

          
There is a chance that a bill will be presented to Parliament which will legalise homosexual acts for males over 20. This policy is opposed by the National Gay Rights Coalition because it will lead to increased police harrassment of people under 20 years and it could very well lead to the criminalization of lesbian activity for those women under 20 (to make it plain that the Government does not discriminate on the basis of sex!) For these reasons, NZUSA now supports the NGRC strategy in opposing discriminatory legislation against homosexuals.

          
There was something of political philosophy debate when it came to a motion which condemned "all forms of sexist and racist publications." The Auckland delegation took the position that this was a form of censorship—and we must be either opposed to, or support, censorship. But the point was made, by Victoria, that censorship was imposed for different reasons; and it is those reasons that are important, not censorship itself. NZUSA opposes both racism and sexism and there is nothing sacrosanct about either when they are presented in a literary form. In this case, censorship was being applied for reasons of protection. The point was taken, and the motion was passed unanimously.
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Victoria does Well
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McFadzean intensively lobbies for votes
              


          

          
There is much policy which justifies mention (although the motion: "That NZUSA push for the greater integration of the bicycle in New Zealand's transport system" definitely doesn't) but it is impossible to describe even a representative sample here.

          
One final point that must be made is the performance of Victoria's National delegates. Tim Rochford and Andrew Beach performed well in their Commission. Both took the job seriously, had prepared themselves beforehand and took a leading role in discussion. This is especially true of Tim Rochford. With previous Council and National Affairs Officer experience behind him, he established himself as the dominant personality of the Commission. Both of these delegates, along with our chief delegates Helen Aikman and Caroline Massof, were some of the best performed of all delegates at Council.

          

Stephen A'Court.
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Student Health
        

        
For Females Only

        

        
Menstruation and Examinations

        
The examination period is fast approaching. If you are one of those who suffer from menstrual problems likely to interfere with examination performance make an appointment to sec your doctor now. There are a number of means available to help sufferers of premenstrual symptoms, heavy periods and period pain. Sometimes the most practical solution is to alter the timing of menstruation, advancing it or postponing it to avoid an unwelcome clash. But if this is the help you need act now. Leaving it loo late reduces the number of available options. Come to Student Health and discuss your period planning.

        
To those who suffer and for anyone interested in reading more about menstrual problems, Fontana paperbacks have published 
Once A Month by Katherine Dalton, the UK doctor who has pioneered much of the work on this Cinderella subject.

        
In 1968 the Lancet published the first reported study by Dr Dalton on "Menstruation and Examinations". This clearly showed that menstrual problems impaired examination performance by approximately 5%.

        

          

Don't let it be a drag—do something now.

        

      

      

        
Confessin the Menstrual Blues

        

          
Got the blues this Friday mornin'


          
Was blue as blue could be


          
An it wasn't love or money


          
No, they call it P.M.T.
        

        

          
Menstruation...yeah I got them


          
Premenstrual Blues


          
My nerves feel like a tightrope and my feet don't


          
seem to fit my shoes.
        

        

          
Well I went to sec my doctor


          
An I asked her what to do


          
She says, Honey that ain't nothing


          
Why I get it worse than you.
        

        

          
Oh yes child, there's some sisters get it bad


          
If all you got is nerves, well honey you should


          
be glad
        

        

          
When I finally started bleeding


          
I was in my baby's bed


          
Lord he looked at me so funny'


          
When he found his sheet was red.
        

        

          
I says Honey, why, you look like it was news


          
He'd got them unclean touch-me-not


          
blood-on-the-bedsheet blues.
        

        

          
Now a man he have the smegma


          
Lord, his armpits never clean


          
His asshole brown and funky


          
Girls, you all know what I mean


          
But all night he'll keep you waiting


          
If he catch you menstruation


          
Aint no chance of fornication...


          
Just you watch his face turn green.
        

        

          
No sisters, why he'd rather pull his pud


          
Yeah, he's scared to touch his woman,


          
says that blood won't do him no good.
        

        

          
Lord, I love that blood on Monday


          
Cause it says I aint with child


          
But from Tuesday up to Sunday


          
Its enough to drive you wild.
        

        

          
Oh Lordy, got a body I can't use


          
Got those am-I-sticky an I've-run-out-of-


          
Tampax-blues.
        

        

          
Now it ain't no degradation


          
To have the menstruation


          
Ain't no humiliation


          
To bleed from time to time


          
But we could not mention bleedin


          
While my Poppa was a-feedin


          
No, not even when he's readin


          
Why you'd think it was a crime
        

        

          
Yes Daddy, why d'you have to be so mean?


          
Why. I'm just a normal woman,.


          
I ain't do anything unclean.
        

        

Stephanie Smolenski.
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Stephanie Smolenski.
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Sauna



        

          
Sauna
        

        
Mon — Fri


	3.00 — 5.00 Mixed

	5.00 — 6.00 Women

	6.00 — 7.00 Men

	7.00 — 8.00 Mixed


        
Sat — Sun


	12.00—1.00 Women

	1.00 — 2.00 Men

	2.00 — 5.00 Mixed


        
Cost $1.00 per hour

        
We have had to restrict our hours because of the Government cuts to University funding. As it costs $4.00 per hour to run the sauna, any group wanting to have a sauna after these hours may do so, providing the basic cost of $4.00 is covered:

        
ie. 2 people 8 — 9 evenings — $4.00 total

        
5 people 8 — 9 evenings — $5.00 total

        
Relax; keep warm

        
towel and showers provided at $ 1.00 per hour

        
See you in the Rec Centre sauna.....
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Books
        

        
(Which?) Unbridled Power?

        

          
A further Comment on Geoffrey Palmer's Recent Book

          
Geoffrey Palmer's recent book 
Unbridled Power is a contribution, in the best liberal democratic political tradition to the ideology of the bourgeois parties that have inter-changeably ruled many of the advanced Western capitalist states throughout this century. It's main recommendations will appeal to the reformist ideals of people of liberal persuasion who see parliamentary democracy as the best form of government.

          
The linchpin of the liberal ideology is that the state apparatus must rest on a division and balance of power between three main branches: The Executive branch, the Judiciary and Parliament. If any one branch gets too powerful then rules must be drawn up to ensure that each branch can check on the other to prevent abuse of power.

          
Like most liberal constitutionalists nowadays, Palmer is concerned about the growing corporate-like power of the executive branch (ie the political executives and their top career civil servant policy advisers). Their secrecy in making decisions and increasingly authoritarian legislative fiats offend Palmer's bourgeois nations of "the rule of law". He has there fore made a specific recommendation to curb the growing executive monster by a written constitution based on the division of powers with checks and balances and, a Bill of Rights. (See the summary in the last chapter of the book.)

          
Basically, I am in favour of more open, and accountable governments and Palmer's concisely argued recommendation appeal to my liberal reformist instincts. What I do not share, however, is the liberal belief that if only more power is transferred from the Executive into the bands of the people's representatives in parliament, the state will become more "democratic".

          
There is really nothing original in the belief that parliament's lost power and authority should be restored to make "democracy" viable again in these turbulent times. After all, Max Weber, one of the fathers of bourgeois social science made similar recommendations, but his wisdom had no influence on subsequent political developments in his native Germany during his time.

        

        

          
The Cause of the Problems

          
Maybe one shouldn't expect too much from a legal eagle, but Palmer neither asked nor answered the fundamental questions: Why is it that today, in a sophisticated "democratic" welfare state like New Zealand, the Executive branch of government is tending to centralize power and decision-making? Why is parliament being reduced to the status of a mere talking ship?

          
It is evident, in various parts of the book, that Palmer basically shares the belief of most liberals, whose answer to the question would be merely that their favourite ogre Muldoon, loves power too much and has fascist tendencies. Bridle him with a written constitution and the problem will be solved. Marxists would take a different view, for they have no illusions about parliamentary democracy. As Lenin said "democracy has the best possible political shell for capitalism, and therefore, capital, once in possession of this very best shell, establishes it's power so securely, so firmly, that no change of persons of institutions or parties in the bourgeois state can share it" (
The State and Revolution)

          
New Zealand's welfare state developed and flourished after the 1930s in a period of relatively stable and successful dependent capitalism. That period of tranquility came to an end in the early 1970s as monopoly capitalism, having consolidated its international hold, went into crisis as the tendency of the rate of profit began to fall (as Marx predicted) and competition for new areas and forms of investment renewed, resulting in increased mergers, takeovers and bankruptcies.

          
The old form of liberal democratic state is becoming obsolete as the powerful multinationals, spanning old state boundaries, can easily ignore, cushion themselves against or take advantage of the effects of different state policies in various parts of the world. Multinational enterprise, creating inter-national problems demand larger political units to deal with them, hence the pressure is on the ideological representatives of international capitalism in the bourgeois parties in New Zealand to "restructure" the economy and the state apparatus in favour of multinational monopoly capital. Note the "back to basics" and "free enterprise and individual initiative" movement of George Chapman, within the National party. Also Ron Trotter's club of the captains of industry who are now urging political and economic union with Australia, to widen the area of competition, trade investment and markets.

        

        

          
Monopolies Forcing Centralism

          
It is in this context that one must situate the emerging monopoly power of the Executive branch of government in New Zealand as it is being subjected to contradictory pressures from big capital and small capital, the trade unions and other groups dependent on New Zealand's elaborate welfare state services. Big capital's interests must eventually win. And that is why Palmer's proposals for parliamentary reforms are merely cosmetic solutions to the anti-democratic logic of monopoly capitalism. The executive branch of the government in New Zealand has to become more powerful and secretive because that is where policies that must adversely affect workers who get laid off, small capitalists who have to go to the wall and the dismantling of the welfare system are made, and suddenly sprung on the people concerned without opportunity for consultation.

          
Basically, it is not in the interest of monopoly capital to be saddled with institutions for democratic consultation with people whom it regards as a barrier to the process of accumulation, as they compete with rivals for resource, technology and market advantages. It is also in that light that one can interpret Palmer's (unconscious) championing of the capitalist's classes complaints absent there being too much legislation and bureaucratic regulations in New Zealand. Note that it is not the average Kiwi that feels oppressed by regulations, or is calling for union with Australia! It is the Trotters, Turnovskys and their Lambton Quay Board room mates.

        

        

          
Cross-Fertilization

          
The other significant idea of Palmer is his recommendation that the traditional "independence" of the Civil Service lifetime career-oriented structure be changed so that there is more "cross-fertilization" between private enterprise and the government at the upper levels of policymaking. In particular he would like to see some captains of industry appointed directly to the Cabinet without elections. (Incidentally, the doyen of women liberals, Marilyn Waring expressed similar views 
[
unclear: in] an article in National Business Review 
[
unclear: Jua] 21st 1979).

          
It is not a surprising recommendation a Palmer is so enamoured of the American system of democracy where it is traditional for presidents to stack their Cabinets with former heads and employees of big busines like McNamara, Dean Archeson, Lance Vance, Ball, Kissinger, Blumenthal etc. 
[
unclear: Th] less known systems of similar capitalist type of rule are to be found in Latin America Africa and Asian dictatorships where Cabinets are composed of heads of the military and heads of industry.

          
I am not here arguing that military government is likely to emerge in New Zealand but merely to point out the trend 
[
unclear: ir] liberal democratic governments 
[
unclear: nowada] where the representatives of 
[
unclear: monopo] capital are not going to be satisfied with just playing a backstage pressure-group role in the formulation of state policies but are now pushing to be represented directly 
[
unclear: at] the centre of political power. And it is liberals like Palmer and Waring who are openly exposing the fundamental contradiction in their type of democracy.

          
What we are witnessing is the emergence of the corporate form of government in which the state apparatus is being restructured in order to continue to guarantee the hegemony of that small class of owners/beneficaries of international monopoly capital in New Zealand and other Western countries. And what about democracy? There will still be the three yearly ritual general elections in which the general populace will be asked and (hopefully) continue to give the appearance of ratifying policies that must essentially guarantee the continued dominance of monopoly capitalism.

        

        

          
Strain on the Welfare State

          
The Welfare State had catered for too many plural interests during the boom period of capital. Now that it is in crisis, the bourgeois state has to be restructured in its favour. The question of democracy in New Zealand therefore will not be resolved by the mere creation of Parliamentary Committees with oversight powers over the executive branches or the amendment of standing orders, so long as power of monopoly capital remains unbridled.

          
However, for those students of Constitutional law who missed most of Palmer's lectures this year, obtaining a copy of his book is essential for 
[
unclear: regurgittion] of his views in the finals.
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The old form of liberal democratic state is becoming obsolete as the powerful multinationals, spanning old state boundaries, can easily ignore, cushion themselves against or take advantage of the effects of different state policies in various parts of the world. Multinational enterprise, creating inter-national problems demand larger political units to deal with them, hence the pressure is on the ideological representatives of international capitalism in the bourgeois parties in New Zealand to "restructure" the economy and the state apparatus in favour of multinational monopoly capital. Note the "back to basics" and "free enterprise and individual initiative" movement of George Chapman, within the National party. Also Ron Trotter's club of the captains of industry who are now urging political and economic union with Australia, to widen the area of competition, trade investment and markets.
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Monopolies Forcing Centralism



          
Monopolies Forcing Centralism

          
It is in this context that one must situate the emerging monopoly power of the Executive branch of government in New Zealand as it is being subjected to contradictory pressures from big capital and small capital, the trade unions and other groups dependent on New Zealand's elaborate welfare state services. Big capital's interests must eventually win. And that is why Palmer's proposals for parliamentary reforms are merely cosmetic solutions to the anti-democratic logic of monopoly capitalism. The executive branch of the government in New Zealand has to become more powerful and secretive because that is where policies that must adversely affect workers who get laid off, small capitalists who have to go to the wall and the dismantling of the welfare system are made, and suddenly sprung on the people concerned without opportunity for consultation.

          
Basically, it is not in the interest of monopoly capital to be saddled with institutions for democratic consultation with people whom it regards as a barrier to the process of accumulation, as they compete with rivals for resource, technology and market advantages. It is also in that light that one can interpret Palmer's (unconscious) championing of the capitalist's classes complaints absent there being too much legislation and bureaucratic regulations in New Zealand. Note that it is not the average Kiwi that feels oppressed by regulations, or is calling for union with Australia! It is the Trotters, Turnovskys and their Lambton Quay Board room mates.
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Cross-Fertilization

          
The other significant idea of Palmer is his recommendation that the traditional "independence" of the Civil Service lifetime career-oriented structure be changed so that there is more "cross-fertilization" between private enterprise and the government at the upper levels of policymaking. In particular he would like to see some captains of industry appointed directly to the Cabinet without elections. (Incidentally, the doyen of women liberals, Marilyn Waring expressed similar views 
[
unclear: in] an article in National Business Review 
[
unclear: Jua] 21st 1979).

          
It is not a surprising recommendation a Palmer is so enamoured of the American system of democracy where it is traditional for presidents to stack their Cabinets with former heads and employees of big busines like McNamara, Dean Archeson, Lance Vance, Ball, Kissinger, Blumenthal etc. 
[
unclear: Th] less known systems of similar capitalist type of rule are to be found in Latin America Africa and Asian dictatorships where Cabinets are composed of heads of the military and heads of industry.

          
I am not here arguing that military government is likely to emerge in New Zealand but merely to point out the trend 
[
unclear: ir] liberal democratic governments 
[
unclear: nowada] where the representatives of 
[
unclear: monopo] capital are not going to be satisfied with just playing a backstage pressure-group role in the formulation of state policies but are now pushing to be represented directly 
[
unclear: at] the centre of political power. And it is liberals like Palmer and Waring who are openly exposing the fundamental contradiction in their type of democracy.

          
What we are witnessing is the emergence of the corporate form of government in which the state apparatus is being restructured in order to continue to guarantee the hegemony of that small class of owners/beneficaries of international monopoly capital in New Zealand and other Western countries. And what about democracy? There will still be the three yearly ritual general elections in which the general populace will be asked and (hopefully) continue to give the appearance of ratifying policies that must essentially guarantee the continued dominance of monopoly capitalism.
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Strain on the Welfare State



          
Strain on the Welfare State

          
The Welfare State had catered for too many plural interests during the boom period of capital. Now that it is in crisis, the bourgeois state has to be restructured in its favour. The question of democracy in New Zealand therefore will not be resolved by the mere creation of Parliamentary Committees with oversight powers over the executive branches or the amendment of standing orders, so long as power of monopoly capital remains unbridled.

          
However, for those students of Constitutional law who missed most of Palmer's lectures this year, obtaining a copy of his book is essential for 
[
unclear: regurgittion] of his views in the finals.
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t Pays So What's the Problem?





        

[
unclear: t] Pays So What's the Problem?

        

          

[
unclear: st]
term salient printed an article on the
[
unclear: mical]
herbicide, 2.4,5-T. The firm that
[
unclear: 
mrkets]
this chemical, Ivon Watkins-Dow
[
unclear: d]
recently wrote to us seeking an
[
unclear: 
portunity]
to present their views on the
[
unclear: 
mtinued]
use of this chemical. Their article
[
unclear: 
m-xvrs]
below.

          
Since its introduction in 1948, 2,4,5-T 
[
unclear: s] been a mainstay in the battle to 
[
unclear: lectively] control trees, brush and weeds 
[
unclear: Itich] threaten the growth of rice, conifer 
[
unclear: iafs], or rangeland grass; and which 
[
unclear: late] hazardous situations on road 
[
unclear: Mulders] and utility rights-of-way. During 
[
unclear: s] period, the toxicity of 2,4,5-T has been 
[
unclear: liaustively] studied by scientists worldwide. 
[
unclear: c] great majority of these scientists agree 
[
unclear: n] it is not hazardous to human or animal 
[
unclear: I] under normal conditions of use and 
[
unclear: i] under conditions of substantial 
[
unclear: suse].

          
This enviable safety record doesn't count 
[
unclear: h] special interest groups which oppose 
[
unclear: e] use of virtually any of modern 
[
unclear: riculture's] chemical tools. They have 
[
unclear: en] exerting strong pressure to have 2,4,5- 
[
unclear: oanned].

          
Their reasons range from the 
[
unclear: otic]—"man-made chemicals defile other Earth" (letter to California 
[
unclear: rtment] of Agriculture); to the 
[
unclear: minal]—herbicides sprayed on the deep 
[
unclear: tods] destroy marijuana crops hidden 
[
unclear: are] (editorial in 
Agrichemical Age, May 1978.)

          
These groups, representing Vietnam War 
[
unclear: otestors], anti-technologists and the Environmentalism Cause", don't 
[
unclear: iderstand,] or care, that there often is no 
[
unclear: bstitute] for a given chemical. And they 
[
unclear: rtainly] will not acknowledge that without 
[
unclear: rtilizers] and pesticides as much as one- 
[
unclear: rth] of the world's population would 
[
unclear: arve] (U.N. Food Conference 1974.)

          
You should know that for every 
[
unclear: flammatory] charge from the "anti's" 
[
unclear: ere] is a rational explanation; for every TV newspaper hatchet job, there is a 
[
unclear: mplete] rebuttal.

        

        

          

[
unclear: he] Benefits

          
The joint assessment team of the 
[
unclear: epartment] of Agriculture, EPA and the 
[
unclear: tate] Land Grant Universities has 
[
unclear: rtermined] the economic loss of 2,4,5-T 
[
unclear: ould] be;

          

[
unclear: orestry]—$801 million cumulative net 
[
unclear: come] loss at the end of 10 years;

          

[
unclear: asture] and Range—$347.5 million 
[
unclear: mulative] loss to producers at the end of 6 years;

          

[
unclear: jghts]-of-Way—$33.9 million increase in 
[
unclear: nnual] vegetation management costs;

          

[
unclear: ice]—$33 million cumulative yield and 
[
unclear: uality] losses, plus control cost increases at 
[
unclear: leend] of six years.

        

        

          

            
[
unclear: CDD]
          

          
This compound, 2,3,7,8-. 
[
unclear: Hrachlorodibenzo]-p-dioxin, is one of a 
[
unclear: amily] of compounds known as dioxins. It 
[
unclear: i] formed in the manufacture of the 
[
unclear: richlorophenol] used to make 2,4,5-T. Although it has not been feasible to 
[
unclear: ompletely] eliminate TCDD, it is present in 
[
unclear: ommercia] supplies in less than five parts 
[
unclear: ier] 100 million parts of 2,4,5-T (equivalent to one inch in 320 miles).

          
TCDD is one of the most toxic chemicals known—an emotionally charged statement which obscures the fact that the amount present in agricultural pesticides is not enough to endanger human health or to affect plants or animals in the environment.

          
For instance: A report of the Council for Agricultural Science and Technology states that to get a lethal dose, an 80-kg (175 lb) animal with the sensitivity of a rat would have to comsume all of the treated vegetation on more than 400 acres of land.

        

        

          
Dioxins from Combustion

          
Dow USA Michigan Division researchers have announced the discovery that the 75- member family of chlorinated dioxins (including TCDD) occurs naturally as a consequence of the combustion of a variety of fuels and other common materials, may have done so as long as there has been fire, and is occurring today throughout the world.

          
The discovery occurred when Dow researchers tried but could not scientifically nor logically link the discovery of TCDD found in fish to pesticide production at Midland, and therefore had to look for a less obvious source of dioxin. We do not yet fully understand the significance of the Michigan Division discovery as it relates to pesticides. We know that when we search for TCDD in an environment exposed to 2,4,5-T we do not find measurable amounts; and that when we search for TCDD and other chlor-dioxins in an environment exposed to large sources of fuel combustion we do find measurable amounts. Possible explanations for this diffirence are being discussed, but a firm answer still lies in the future.

        

        

          
Agent Orange-Veterans' Lawsuits

          
Emotional charges have been made that wartime use of chemical defoliants in Vietnam may have resulted, or some day will result, in increased numbers of birth defects in the children of Vietnam veterans and / or in health problems for veterans themselves. This is not a new charge. It was fully explored by a committee selected by the National Academy of Sciences in 1974. The committee's report concluded that there was "no conclusive evidence of association between exposure to herbicides and birth defects in humans in South Vietnam."

          

            

[image: Drawing of animals and people being sprayed with Agent Orange]
          

          
The major constituents of Agent Orange—2,4,5-T (containing trace amounts of TCDD) and 2,4-D—have been the subjects of thousands of scientific papers and technical articles over a 30-year span. These studies show that the phenoxy herbicides are not significantly hazardous to human or animal life under normal conditions of use and even under conditions of substantial misuse.

          
Twenty-two lawsuits on behalf of Vietnam veterans now have been filed against Dow and five other global corporations that produced Agent Orange. The suits charge negligence on the part of the manufacturers. They are being contested vigorously.

        

        

          
Alsea, Oregon

          
A number of independent experts have examined the Alsea study and determined that EPA's conclusions are not valid for the following reasons:

          
The number of live births and spontaneous abortions claimed for the Alsea and control areas were not obtained by correct procedures and therefore, the spontaneous abortion indices calculated were not indicative of the true situation.

          
The statistical procedures used for the analysis of the data and the conclusions reached were invalid and not indicative of the true situation.

          
There was no evidence in the report of any exposure of the women involved to 2,4,5-T or TCDD since only one half to two square miles were sprayed each year out of a 1600- square-mile area investigated for abortions. In fact, of the ten women whose abortions made up the "June peak", all ten lived 20 to 50 miles upwind of the spray area studied.

          
The conclusions by these independent experts indicated no evidence of a link between 2,4,5-T and spontaneous abortions in the Alsea area. Studies by the Australian and New Zealand governments confirm these conclusions.

        

        

          
Seveso, Italy

          
In 1976 at Seveso, Italy, the worst exposure of a human population to TCDD occurred as a result of an accident in a nearby plant making 2,4,5-trichlorophenol. It was estimated that approximately 1,000 grams of TCDD was released during the accident and that 300-500 grams was deposited in Zone A, the most contaminated Zone. 147.5 grams of TCDD was found in the soil of Zone A after the accident. No one in the area was killed. The only injuries observed—other than caustic soda skin burns—were the typical acnegenic lesions caused by TCDD on about three percent of the children. There was no indication of excessive abnormalities in the offspring of exposed mothers; there was no excess of spontaneous abortions; examinations of foetuses from both spontaneous and deliberate abortions showed no indication of increased abnormalities.

          
By comparison, the maximum amount of TCDD applied in any one year to a treated square mile in the Alsea area was approximately 25 mg or 1/20,000th of the amount of TCDD found in the soil of the most contaminated zone at Seveso. Since at the most only one half percent of the Alsea basin sampled for abortions was actually treated with 2,4,5-T the exposure to TCDD at Seveso was at the very least millions of times greater than the exposure at Alsea. It is obvious that the conclusions arrived at by the EPA from the Alsea study are invalid.

        

        

          
Birth Defects Human Health

          
The use of 2,4,5-T is not hazardous to human health. The technical product itself is about half as toxic as caffeine, twice as toxic as aspirin, and about 10 times as toxic as salt. 2,4,5-T is not found either in our food or drinking water, but if it did occur at the most sensitive levels of detection, the acute toxicity safety margin would be at least two million.

          
Conventional applications of 2,4,5-T will not cause cancer. 2,4,5-T is not a carcinogen. TCDD is a weak carcinogen causing cancer in rats only when given amounts sufficient to produce severe, easily discernable toxicity. Since TCDD is not a mutagen, it will not be a carcinogen at nontoxic concentrations. Even when inappropriately regarded as having no safe level with respect to carcinogenicity, the probability of 2,4,5-T causing cancer (as calculated by the methods currently employed by EPA) is much less than from drinking diet soda or eating peanut butter. Specifically, the risk of contracting cancer from 2,4.5-T calculated for a backpack sprayer working five days a week for 30 years is about one chance in 2,500,000. This risk is about 1/25th the risk from drinking one diet soda per day (exposure to saccharin), and 1/100th the risk from eating four tablespoons of peanut butter per day (exposure to aflatoxin.)

          
The highest exposure to 2,4,5-T during conventional use is that of a backpack sprayer. The safety margin with respect to fetotoxicity for a female backpack sprayer is in excess of 500. The safety margin for accidental exposure to a Conventional 2,4,5- T spray is approximately 17,500. By contrast, the safety margin for normal consumption of aspirin is three, and for Vitamin A, it is 40.

        

        

          
The Environment

          
Neither 2,4,5-T nor the contaminant TCDD in the product persists or accumulates in the environment and they do not occur in either food or drinking water. They can only be detected in the environment at the locations where 2,4,5-T is sprayed for a short period of time after application. As applied in commercial formulations, TCDD has been found to have half-life on vegetation of 6-8 hours due to ultraviolet degradation.

          
All of our research and all of our knowledge continue to demonstrate that 2,4,5-T is not hazardous to human or animal life under normal conditions of use and even under conditions of substantial misuse. Despite the claims of EPA in its emergency suspension, there still is no documented instance of human injury' from normal uses of 2,4,5-T (containing trace amounts of TCDD) because humans are not exposed to toxicologically significant amounts. The 6-7 million pounds of 2,4.5-T used in the US each year contain between one and eight ounces of TCDD and it is spread over five million acres. We should be able to understand this low hazard because we know that carbon 'monoxide in auto exhaust is extremely toxic yet we control the hazard by limiting our exposure.
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[
unclear: st]
term salient printed an article on the
[
unclear: mical]
herbicide, 2.4,5-T. The firm that
[
unclear: 
mrkets]
this chemical, Ivon Watkins-Dow
[
unclear: d]
recently wrote to us seeking an
[
unclear: 
portunity]
to present their views on the
[
unclear: 
mtinued]
use of this chemical. Their article
[
unclear: 
m-xvrs]
below.

          
Since its introduction in 1948, 2,4,5-T 
[
unclear: s] been a mainstay in the battle to 
[
unclear: lectively] control trees, brush and weeds 
[
unclear: Itich] threaten the growth of rice, conifer 
[
unclear: iafs], or rangeland grass; and which 
[
unclear: late] hazardous situations on road 
[
unclear: Mulders] and utility rights-of-way. During 
[
unclear: s] period, the toxicity of 2,4,5-T has been 
[
unclear: liaustively] studied by scientists worldwide. 
[
unclear: c] great majority of these scientists agree 
[
unclear: n] it is not hazardous to human or animal 
[
unclear: I] under normal conditions of use and 
[
unclear: i] under conditions of substantial 
[
unclear: suse].

          
This enviable safety record doesn't count 
[
unclear: h] special interest groups which oppose 
[
unclear: e] use of virtually any of modern 
[
unclear: riculture's] chemical tools. They have 
[
unclear: en] exerting strong pressure to have 2,4,5- 
[
unclear: oanned].

          
Their reasons range from the 
[
unclear: otic]—"man-made chemicals defile other Earth" (letter to California 
[
unclear: rtment] of Agriculture); to the 
[
unclear: minal]—herbicides sprayed on the deep 
[
unclear: tods] destroy marijuana crops hidden 
[
unclear: are] (editorial in 
Agrichemical Age, May 1978.)

          
These groups, representing Vietnam War 
[
unclear: otestors], anti-technologists and the Environmentalism Cause", don't 
[
unclear: iderstand,] or care, that there often is no 
[
unclear: bstitute] for a given chemical. And they 
[
unclear: rtainly] will not acknowledge that without 
[
unclear: rtilizers] and pesticides as much as one- 
[
unclear: rth] of the world's population would 
[
unclear: arve] (U.N. Food Conference 1974.)

          
You should know that for every 
[
unclear: flammatory] charge from the "anti's" 
[
unclear: ere] is a rational explanation; for every TV newspaper hatchet job, there is a 
[
unclear: mplete] rebuttal.
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[
unclear: he] Benefits

          
The joint assessment team of the 
[
unclear: epartment] of Agriculture, EPA and the 
[
unclear: tate] Land Grant Universities has 
[
unclear: rtermined] the economic loss of 2,4,5-T 
[
unclear: ould] be;

          

[
unclear: orestry]—$801 million cumulative net 
[
unclear: come] loss at the end of 10 years;

          

[
unclear: asture] and Range—$347.5 million 
[
unclear: mulative] loss to producers at the end of 6 years;

          

[
unclear: jghts]-of-Way—$33.9 million increase in 
[
unclear: nnual] vegetation management costs;

          

[
unclear: ice]—$33 million cumulative yield and 
[
unclear: uality] losses, plus control cost increases at 
[
unclear: leend] of six years.
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[
unclear: CDD]
          

          
This compound, 2,3,7,8-. 
[
unclear: Hrachlorodibenzo]-p-dioxin, is one of a 
[
unclear: amily] of compounds known as dioxins. It 
[
unclear: i] formed in the manufacture of the 
[
unclear: richlorophenol] used to make 2,4,5-T. Although it has not been feasible to 
[
unclear: ompletely] eliminate TCDD, it is present in 
[
unclear: ommercia] supplies in less than five parts 
[
unclear: ier] 100 million parts of 2,4,5-T (equivalent to one inch in 320 miles).

          
TCDD is one of the most toxic chemicals known—an emotionally charged statement which obscures the fact that the amount present in agricultural pesticides is not enough to endanger human health or to affect plants or animals in the environment.

          
For instance: A report of the Council for Agricultural Science and Technology states that to get a lethal dose, an 80-kg (175 lb) animal with the sensitivity of a rat would have to comsume all of the treated vegetation on more than 400 acres of land.
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Dioxins from Combustion

          
Dow USA Michigan Division researchers have announced the discovery that the 75- member family of chlorinated dioxins (including TCDD) occurs naturally as a consequence of the combustion of a variety of fuels and other common materials, may have done so as long as there has been fire, and is occurring today throughout the world.

          
The discovery occurred when Dow researchers tried but could not scientifically nor logically link the discovery of TCDD found in fish to pesticide production at Midland, and therefore had to look for a less obvious source of dioxin. We do not yet fully understand the significance of the Michigan Division discovery as it relates to pesticides. We know that when we search for TCDD in an environment exposed to 2,4,5-T we do not find measurable amounts; and that when we search for TCDD and other chlor-dioxins in an environment exposed to large sources of fuel combustion we do find measurable amounts. Possible explanations for this diffirence are being discussed, but a firm answer still lies in the future.
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Agent Orange-Veterans' Lawsuits

          
Emotional charges have been made that wartime use of chemical defoliants in Vietnam may have resulted, or some day will result, in increased numbers of birth defects in the children of Vietnam veterans and / or in health problems for veterans themselves. This is not a new charge. It was fully explored by a committee selected by the National Academy of Sciences in 1974. The committee's report concluded that there was "no conclusive evidence of association between exposure to herbicides and birth defects in humans in South Vietnam."

          

            

[image: Drawing of animals and people being sprayed with Agent Orange]
          

          
The major constituents of Agent Orange—2,4,5-T (containing trace amounts of TCDD) and 2,4-D—have been the subjects of thousands of scientific papers and technical articles over a 30-year span. These studies show that the phenoxy herbicides are not significantly hazardous to human or animal life under normal conditions of use and even under conditions of substantial misuse.

          
Twenty-two lawsuits on behalf of Vietnam veterans now have been filed against Dow and five other global corporations that produced Agent Orange. The suits charge negligence on the part of the manufacturers. They are being contested vigorously.
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Alsea, Oregon

          
A number of independent experts have examined the Alsea study and determined that EPA's conclusions are not valid for the following reasons:

          
The number of live births and spontaneous abortions claimed for the Alsea and control areas were not obtained by correct procedures and therefore, the spontaneous abortion indices calculated were not indicative of the true situation.

          
The statistical procedures used for the analysis of the data and the conclusions reached were invalid and not indicative of the true situation.

          
There was no evidence in the report of any exposure of the women involved to 2,4,5-T or TCDD since only one half to two square miles were sprayed each year out of a 1600- square-mile area investigated for abortions. In fact, of the ten women whose abortions made up the "June peak", all ten lived 20 to 50 miles upwind of the spray area studied.

          
The conclusions by these independent experts indicated no evidence of a link between 2,4,5-T and spontaneous abortions in the Alsea area. Studies by the Australian and New Zealand governments confirm these conclusions.
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Seveso, Italy

          
In 1976 at Seveso, Italy, the worst exposure of a human population to TCDD occurred as a result of an accident in a nearby plant making 2,4,5-trichlorophenol. It was estimated that approximately 1,000 grams of TCDD was released during the accident and that 300-500 grams was deposited in Zone A, the most contaminated Zone. 147.5 grams of TCDD was found in the soil of Zone A after the accident. No one in the area was killed. The only injuries observed—other than caustic soda skin burns—were the typical acnegenic lesions caused by TCDD on about three percent of the children. There was no indication of excessive abnormalities in the offspring of exposed mothers; there was no excess of spontaneous abortions; examinations of foetuses from both spontaneous and deliberate abortions showed no indication of increased abnormalities.

          
By comparison, the maximum amount of TCDD applied in any one year to a treated square mile in the Alsea area was approximately 25 mg or 1/20,000th of the amount of TCDD found in the soil of the most contaminated zone at Seveso. Since at the most only one half percent of the Alsea basin sampled for abortions was actually treated with 2,4,5-T the exposure to TCDD at Seveso was at the very least millions of times greater than the exposure at Alsea. It is obvious that the conclusions arrived at by the EPA from the Alsea study are invalid.
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Birth Defects Human Health

          
The use of 2,4,5-T is not hazardous to human health. The technical product itself is about half as toxic as caffeine, twice as toxic as aspirin, and about 10 times as toxic as salt. 2,4,5-T is not found either in our food or drinking water, but if it did occur at the most sensitive levels of detection, the acute toxicity safety margin would be at least two million.

          
Conventional applications of 2,4,5-T will not cause cancer. 2,4,5-T is not a carcinogen. TCDD is a weak carcinogen causing cancer in rats only when given amounts sufficient to produce severe, easily discernable toxicity. Since TCDD is not a mutagen, it will not be a carcinogen at nontoxic concentrations. Even when inappropriately regarded as having no safe level with respect to carcinogenicity, the probability of 2,4,5-T causing cancer (as calculated by the methods currently employed by EPA) is much less than from drinking diet soda or eating peanut butter. Specifically, the risk of contracting cancer from 2,4.5-T calculated for a backpack sprayer working five days a week for 30 years is about one chance in 2,500,000. This risk is about 1/25th the risk from drinking one diet soda per day (exposure to saccharin), and 1/100th the risk from eating four tablespoons of peanut butter per day (exposure to aflatoxin.)

          
The highest exposure to 2,4,5-T during conventional use is that of a backpack sprayer. The safety margin with respect to fetotoxicity for a female backpack sprayer is in excess of 500. The safety margin for accidental exposure to a Conventional 2,4,5- T spray is approximately 17,500. By contrast, the safety margin for normal consumption of aspirin is three, and for Vitamin A, it is 40.
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The Environment

          
Neither 2,4,5-T nor the contaminant TCDD in the product persists or accumulates in the environment and they do not occur in either food or drinking water. They can only be detected in the environment at the locations where 2,4,5-T is sprayed for a short period of time after application. As applied in commercial formulations, TCDD has been found to have half-life on vegetation of 6-8 hours due to ultraviolet degradation.

          
All of our research and all of our knowledge continue to demonstrate that 2,4,5-T is not hazardous to human or animal life under normal conditions of use and even under conditions of substantial misuse. Despite the claims of EPA in its emergency suspension, there still is no documented instance of human injury' from normal uses of 2,4,5-T (containing trace amounts of TCDD) because humans are not exposed to toxicologically significant amounts. The 6-7 million pounds of 2,4.5-T used in the US each year contain between one and eight ounces of TCDD and it is spread over five million acres. We should be able to understand this low hazard because we know that carbon 'monoxide in auto exhaust is extremely toxic yet we control the hazard by limiting our exposure.
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Drama — Costumes were Brilliant



        

          
Drama
        

        
Costumes were Brilliant

        

          
The Recruiting Officer by George Farquhar Downstage Theatre
        

        
What place has The 
Recruiting Officer on the Wellington stage in 1979? Hopefully I wasn't alone in asking that questions after 
[
unclear: iceing] its production at Downstage, because if this is the sort of theatre that belongs and is accepted by theatregoers and theatre makers then I must concede my interest in theatre as being misplaced and resign without further complaint my allegiances to those seductive relatives, armchair tele and popcorn cinema.

        

The Recruiting Officer was first performed in 1706 which is no reason to bar it from the stage today. It is generally considered to be one of the chief achievements of the theatre of its time. Now if we are effectively to maintain the stage alongside the more recently developed dramatic mediums, we must be prepared to be fully eclectic, exploring all facets of theatre in its past and present forms, in an attempt to produce something that is living and viable today. Similarly, having chosen to do a Restoration Comedy the responsibility must be to transplant its native vitality and relevance into something that makes sense in 1979. Such a production would then deserve to stand as something that is richly and uniquely Theatre; a competitive alternative to 
Pennies From Heaven and Mlddle Age Spread.

        
By 1706 the immediate Restoration period of Theatre, witty, dissolute comedies written and performed for an idle and easygoing aristocracy, was giving way, as was the social order, to a bourgeois taste for more responsibility. Thus amongst the elegant wit of the gentle-characters, Farquhar wove a comment on the coarser reality of an iniquitous army recruting system. The Downstage production weakened the recruiting plot and left us instead with two rather silly romantic plots. The play when written was rich in wit and innuendo-but most, I suspect, is lost on the majority of us, because the majority of actors and audience are no longer proficient in recognising this verbal style-and was stocked with a colourful range of characters.

        
A large part of the failure of this production, I feel, was in the failure to allow these characters to establish themselves. Their names provide indication of their variety—Worthy, Brazen, Plume (the gallant). Kite (bird of prey?) This last provided the most revealing instance of this failure. Kite should be the villain, a bully, dishonest, 'theiving, pimping, canting, lying', instead he was played mild mannered, quiet voiced and smooth in appearance.

        
The two principle ladies, too, threw away a wonderful chance to establish their characters in their acerbic first shared dialogue.

        
Yet John Banas is a comicly foppish Brazen; John McDavitt a touchingly cloddish Bullock and David McKenzie a tolerable Balance.

        
The question must be asked how much was the failure that of the directors in failing to discover the weight and potential of the comedy, rather than to heap blame on the actors? They seemed to have been unwilling to explore and make use of the texture of the play, which failure was unfortunately borne out by the design (Codirector and designer are one).

        
The cheif acheivements of the set and the lighting was in highlighting the costumes, which were excellent. Otherwise it contributed little, except to provide a selection of entrances and slight differentiation of levels. It's blandness was its most striking quality, unrelieved by the colourless slides that denoted the changes of scene; it certainly contributed nothing to the flavour of the period in an English market town.

        
Very disappointing Theatre.

        

John Godfrey.
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Youthline





        
Youthline

        
There are about sixty of us in Youthline — mostly in our twenties. We are all volunteers and we run everything ourselves. We have been through a selection procedure lasting about eleven weeks — this is taken by a trained social workers or an experienced counsellor. Our training never really finishes though. We are supervised regularly and we have special training sessions.

        
A new group is selected and trained every three or four months. If you are Interested in applying please ring and tell us — we really welcome new people.

        
Or if you're interested in finding out about how Youthline operates we will be happy to talk to you, your organisation, your group or your class. We have pamphlets and other information to send to anyone interested.

        
But most of all, if there is anything you want to talk about, then rina UP at 721-888 or call in at Youthline House, Sydney St East, Thorndon (just next to the Wellington Pub).

        
The telephone rings

        
We could be talking for anything up to two hours. But then again you might hang up without saying anything at all That often happens You might want to discuss a problem — loneliness, relationship or sexual hassles, something that happened recently — a crisis? Maybe you just want to talk — about yourself, about the weather I don't mind. This could be the first and last time you ring. Possibly you've rung before — perhaps you ring quite frequently Perhaps you will tell me your name — quite likely you won't want to. There's no need to You might be quite glad we can't see each other and we don't know each other — probably never will We may discuss things we wouldn't even tell our closest friends. But if you would feel better being with me when we are talking you could always come to Youthline House after or instead of ringing. We are here any time between 4.30 and 11 00 weekdays and until 1.00 Fridays and Saturdays.

        

          

[image: MR. ALLEN]
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[image: Your money man Ray Carman Bank of New Zealand Wellington Branch Ray Carman at the Bank of New Zealand is always willing to talk to you about your financial problems. He knows it's tough for a student to make ends meet these days. If you've got a special financial problem call into our campus office and arrange a time for a chat. You'll find an understanding attitude backed by solid, practical help and advice. You might be surprised at just how much we can do for you. Advice is free at the Bank of New Zealand So, if there's a financial problem worrying you talk it over with us. We'll do our best to help. Call at the BNZ on-campus office, and arrange to see Ray Carman, or phone him direct at BNZ Wellington branch, corner Lambton and Customhouse Quays, phone 725-099. Bank of New Zealand Here when you need us - on campus]
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Notices



        

          
Notices
        

        

          

            
Harrier Club
          

          

Saturday September 8 — Invitation. Mike Bond and Des Eyre, 20 Gloucester Street, Silverstream. Meet at Railway Station 1.30pm.

          

Saturday September 15 — Centre Road Champs. Starting Miramar Central School. Seniors 16,000m, Juniors 8,000m, Women 4,000m.

        

        

          

            
Christian Union
          

          

Forum Come and hear Marcus Arden focussing in on Christianity in the Union Hall from 12 — 2 on Tuesday. There will also be an opportunity to buy some boots.

          

Cake Stall Watch out in the Union Foyer for the Christian Union cakestall on Wednesday. Bring some money to purchase your favourite mouth watering cake.

        

        

          

            
Catholic Society
          

          
There will be a social evening on 
Thursday 6 September in the lounge/smoking room of the Student Union Building. This will replace the normal Thursday mass.

          
Come along and enjoy friendly company and conversation. This is your opportunity to find out where your society is going.

        

        

          

            
Drama Studies Public Forum
          

          

            

Monday 3 September, 12.30 — 1.30pm,

            
              
Drama House, 93 Kelbum Parade.
            
            

              
David Williamson
            

          

          
The popular and successful Australian playwright will talk about his own work and the state of current Australian theatre. Also taking part will be:

          

George Webby, Director of the NZ Drama School, recently produced Williamson's 
What If You Died Tomorrow

          

Tony Forster, Associate Director, Downstage, recently produced Williamson's 
The Club.

          
Discussion will be open and informal; come and participate or just to listen. Bring your lunch. Bring a friend.

          
Organised by Drama Studies. Victoria University of Wellington, Tel 721-000 ext 693

        

        

          

            
Folder Found
          

          
A blue clamp folder containing Law notes was found in the graveyard on Friday (31 August). Sound familiar? See Studass Office to retrieve your notes.

        

        

          

Feminism — What is it?

          
Two feminists aive their views followed by nformal discussion and tea and bikkies.

          

Wednesday 5 September 7.30pm in the foyer of the Memorial Theatre.

          
All women welcome

        

        

          

            
Progressive Students' Alliance Meeting
          

          
To discuss the Students Association elections.

          

            
Tuesday 12 noon, Lounge, Union Building
          

          
All welcome

          

            

[image: Fuck! Where are the Bloody Tracks, Mate?]
Fuck! Where are the Bloody Tracks, Mate?


          

        

        

          

            

[image: Lunch Mon to Friday Dinner Friday to Saturday (Bring your own) 122 Wakefield Street (opposite Town Hall) YOU CAN TRUST US!]
          

        

      








Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Official Newspaper of the Victoria University Students' Association. Vol 42 No. 21. September 3 1979

Harrier Club



          

            
Harrier Club
          

          

Saturday September 8 — Invitation. Mike Bond and Des Eyre, 20 Gloucester Street, Silverstream. Meet at Railway Station 1.30pm.

          

Saturday September 15 — Centre Road Champs. Starting Miramar Central School. Seniors 16,000m, Juniors 8,000m, Women 4,000m.

        








Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Official Newspaper of the Victoria University Students' Association. Vol 42 No. 21. September 3 1979

Christian Union



          

            
Christian Union
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Drama Studies Public Forum
          

          

            

Monday 3 September, 12.30 — 1.30pm,

            
              
Drama House, 93 Kelbum Parade.
            
            

              
David Williamson
            

          

          
The popular and successful Australian playwright will talk about his own work and the state of current Australian theatre. Also taking part will be:

          

George Webby, Director of the NZ Drama School, recently produced Williamson's 
What If You Died Tomorrow

          

Tony Forster, Associate Director, Downstage, recently produced Williamson's 
The Club.

          
Discussion will be open and informal; come and participate or just to listen. Bring your lunch. Bring a friend.

          
Organised by Drama Studies. Victoria University of Wellington, Tel 721-000 ext 693
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Feminism — What is it?

          
Two feminists aive their views followed by nformal discussion and tea and bikkies.

          

Wednesday 5 September 7.30pm in the foyer of the Memorial Theatre.

          
All women welcome
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Progressive Students' Alliance Meeting
          

          
To discuss the Students Association elections.

          

            
Tuesday 12 noon, Lounge, Union Building
          

          
All welcome
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Letters





        

          
Letters
        

            
[image: Drawing of a woman writing with a feather quill]

        

          

[
unclear: liman's] Right of Choice

          

            

[
unclear: pvier],

          

          

[
unclear: n] writing to comment on the article that 
[
unclear: red] in last week's Salient entitled Abortion 
[
unclear: d]. The article completely ignores a 
[
unclear: In's] right to decide whether to have a child. Even if we have a society free from sexual 
[
unclear: Inination], women must still have this right. 
[
unclear: Ih] a society, the burden of an unwanted would be much lighter, but it would still Motherhood, even with adequate daycare 
[
unclear: lies], socialised housework etc., would still the woman's life tremendously. Women 
[
unclear: had] be allowed to make this decision themselves 
[
unclear: s], after many years of struggle, they are allo- 
[
unclear: decide] who, if and when they will marry.

          

[
unclear: writer] of last week's article claims that 
[
unclear: lien] have turned to the abuses of men as 
[
unclear: cation] for abortion", and that "this 
[
unclear: sof] revenge." This is absurd reasoning on 
[
unclear: xounts.] Firstly it is not just because some 
[
unclear: efuse] to shoulder half of the responsibility 
[
unclear: enthood] that women want abortions. Even 
[
unclear: the] father supported women's rights an 
[
unclear: ued] child would still mean that one of would have to leave their job, and, unless were incredibly wealthy and could afford 
[
unclear: sitters] every night and all weekend, their lifestyle would be changed. And what of 
[
unclear: uple] who can't afford a child? How would 
[
unclear: liber's] concern for women's rights help 
[
unclear: a]

          

[
unclear: oodly], many men support women's right to 
[
unclear: on]. Do they take this stand in order to 
[
unclear: h] the foetus for the abuses of men? I think

          

[
unclear: Knen's] right to abortion is one of the central 
[
unclear: nds] of the women's movement. Women 
[
unclear: en] must fight for this right and/or the necessary conditions to allow women to in equal pan in society.

          

            
Caroline Massof.

          

          

            

              

[image: Drawing of Robert Muldoon]

                  
Tesus Once Said
                


            

          

        

        

          

[
unclear: rage] Student Speaks Out

          

            
Sir,

          

          

[
unclear: I] hear a lot of crap about Studass 
[
unclear: mung] the 'average student' but in spite of 
[
unclear: act] that several supposed average students 
[
unclear: atified] themselves, nobody has been able 
[
unclear: ove] their case until now. Yes Sir, I am the and only average student! My horribly 
[
unclear: He] dimensions are 5 foot 7 inches, 9 stone 
[
unclear: ds] like milliwotsit still mean nothing to me) 
[
unclear: I] have sick looking mongrelish brown hair. 
[
unclear: ciil] origins are varied (mostly European) due to an unfortunate accident just after a combination of two sexes. I take History & you will find half way down the list), and 
[
unclear: MUTVC] contains incredibly middling, average,

          

[
unclear: ping] identified myself, I now expect the 
[
unclear: Ittion] to carry out my every command. 
[
unclear: I] only attend 1.26 SRC's a year, and have 
[
unclear: de] been once this year, they will have to 
[
unclear: to] me.

          

            

[image: ONTIERS OF ENTYMOLOGY by LADY REGINE MC PUCKLE DANCING- UNCLAD. ASCENT YEARS, IT WAS EN FOUNDED THAT LATION IS CAUSED BY NALL FLY THE SWAFU BUG. UNTIL RECENTLY, LITTLE WAS KNOW OF THE SNAFU BUG (CONNLINGUS PLEASURE ABUS) AND EVEN NOW, SURPRISE BOMBING AND STRAFING RAIDS BY THE BUG & TEND TO SLOW REASERCH. FURTHER MORE LITTLE IS UNDERSTOOD OF THE COMPLEX RADAR SYSTEM BY WHICH THESE U- BIO-UI -T OUS BUGS FLY AT NIGHT.]
          

          
My first command is that a statue of my glorious self be constructed outside the union building. Next, the theatre must be converted into a tavern. Next, a ritual sacrifice must be made before my statue every month. The method I leave up to the relevant co-ordinator, so long as there's lots of blood.

          

Further instructions shall be forthcoming.

Yours in mediocrity,

L. M. Knmllm.


          

            

              

[image: Drawing of Robert Muldoon]

                  
God Loves Those Who Love Themselves
                


            

          

        

        

          
Solidarity with Chile!

          

            
Dear Editor,

          

          
Gumboots, black singlets and smelly armpits seem to be an integral part of New Zealand's Agri Culture. But whoever heard of anyone losing a pair of genuine lace-up gumboots on campus. (It just does not seem to be the trendy thing to wear in the Intelli Culture).

          
Well, I did, at the end of last term, and am desperate to have them back. Being a typical penniless student I would ask that whoever took them for their own from down outside the Hunter Building to give me a ring.

          

Fred Dagg Associate et al,
(ask for Donald 883-917

        

        

          
As Bad as 'Truth'

          

Dear Sir,

To Whom it May Concern
;


          
We the undersigned, while noting the pitiful and ineffectual leadership of the association since the forced resignation of the President by the Executive on 31 July call on Mr Andrew Tees to reconsider his position and to put himself forward for the presidential vacancy at the forthcoming by-election, failing that we call on all responsible students to vote 
No Confidence in executive member Caroline Massof who at the time of writing is the only candidate for the vacant Presidential position for the rest of the 1979. This having been done, we would then further call on Mr Tees to take up the position of President for the rest of 1979.

          
We issue this call not out of any personal animosity for Ms. Massof but out of a firm belief that she, is neither competent or experienced enough to represent the students at Victoria University. In particular we note with grave concern that the SRC saw fit not top elect Ms Massof to the position of President nor did a subsequent SRC meeting see fit to reserve it's previous decision to hold a full by-election.

          
It is patently obvious that there is a chance that Ms Massof may be elected because she is the only candidate rather than having the general confidence of students in spite of the fact that in effect two SRC meetings have rejected the notion of electing the executive candidate, Ms Massof to the Presidency.

          
We appeal to students to consider these facts and vote accordingly. We call on other students to sign here at the bottom of this letter and send it into the 'Salient' office forthwith and thus summon Mr Tees to return to the job he has been given successive mandates to do at a previous executive election and at a Special General Meeting in May.

          
We appeal to the Editor of Salient to print this in full in the next available issue of the paper.

          
Donald Hartington,
Jan Aitken,

Flatmate (who prefers to remain anonymous),

D.J.W. Alexander.


          

            
PS. We will be exceedingly surprised if you prim this. Normally we couldn't care less what happens to the Students Association but in this unusual set of circumstances, we do. Many apologies for the poor typing.

            
Sign Here;

          

        

        

          
More Opposition to Gay Rights

          

            
Dear Editor,

          

          
While I don't agree with all his arguments, I would like to congratulate the author of last week's letter criticising recent attempts to glamorize homosexuality (Angry Liberated Man). I too share his concern with such trends based on the fact that I find the act biologically and morally objectionable.

          
While I feel that individuals should take a compassionate view towards such people, I think that encouraging and promoting such behaviour is harmful to both the individual as well as to society.

          
Homosexuality is not as mystical as some would make it out to be. Psychiatrists (such as Freud) have long known that young males tend to feel affection towards males during the middle part of their formative years, often idolizing and emulating them. However, as the normal male matures physically and psychologically such attitudes are redirected towards the opposite sex.

          
Homosexuals are individuals who are stunted in this natural progression usually for some psychological reason, often beyond their own comprehension (rarely by freedom of choice). The real crime of certain recent movements, such as Gay Liberation, is that they make the homosexual resigned to the fact that he can never change. The recent findings by American sex therapists, Masters and Johnson reveal the fallacy of this approach. They found that almost 90 percent of the homosexuals who were willing to attempt to overcome their psychological barriers, could do so.

          
If human behaviour had no effect on other human beings behaviour, then any type of human behaviour might be acceptable. Unfortunately, such is not the case. There is enough confusion over normal human sexuality, those that are promoting or encouraging homosexuality are only encouraging such confusion. Compassion and understanding — yes, promotion — no.

          

Middle ground
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And God Loves Me Like I was his Son
                


            

          

        

        

          
So Much for "Liberated Man"

          

Reply to letter 'Gays Condemned.'

(Salient 27/8/79).

Dear angry liberated man (liberated towards women),


          
Perhaps when you give up your autosodomitic practises you will come to realize what an unnatural pervert you are! Since when does the average woman or the average man have sex just for the purpose of procreation rather, normally, they go out of their way to avoid it. Pure procreation is for the animals, people with feelings for each other have sex because they like each other and no doubt this is the same for gay people (who have good reason to be angry with senseless people like you.) Perhaps, when you are approached by a gay person, you could take a lesson from all the women you pester and say "no", perhaps even take it as a compliment that some other human being felt that you were worth knowing for from the sound of your letter you present as an ignorant chauvinistic paranoid w.....!

          

Homo Sexualis.


        

        

          
A Totally Absorbing Letter.

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          
I would like to inform all those that are interested that there will be a total eclipse of the moon on the night of the Sixth of September.

          
The total eclipse begins at 10.32 pm and ends at 11.17 pm.

          

Signed,
Wayne Keratiata.

        

        

          
The Guilty Always Write Letters

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          
You, along with my millions of other followers, have undoubtedly noticed the last edition of your rag in which two letters regarding my notice of proposals were published. I find both these letters distasteful in the extreme. One has obviously been, written by a certified mental defective, and in it a refusal of my proposal is indicated.

          
The second communication was written by the cute, charming, vivacious, large, bovine, and rather overwhelming Cathy Marshall (possibly better known as CAM). Cathy, it appears, has accepted my proposal—but only for two reasons which she sums up with the phrase "It's his baby too"! It is to Cathy's letter, and in particular the above extract, to which I address myself this week.

          
Although I am grateful at Cathy finally explaining her penchant for tent dresses, let me make it quite clear that I am not now and never have been involved in Cathy's Little Bundle of Joy. Cathy darling, you can go off and do what it appears you have already done to some considerable degree The damn thing is not 
[
unclear: tuuie] and I refuse to take responsibility for your non-existent morals.

          
Furthermore, the current economic situation precludes my adding further to my already overlarge string of debts, so I am afraid the ritual Exchange of Camels is off.

          
With regard to your little problem may I suggest you have a word with one of the Littens, or better still the crew of the aircraft carrier 
HMAS Melbourne. If you cannot bring yourself to do this then let me warn you that lots of hot baths, jumping up-and-down, or deep breathing will not do the slightest iota of good..

          

            
Yours in All Innocence I Beg You Believe,

            
P. O'Donoghue.
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In Fact Some Days
                


            

          

        

        

          
Attacks on David Lo

          

            
Dear Editor'

          

          
If I am not wrong, David K. Lo was one of the few 'activists', who collected signatures during the 45% cutback campaign. What on earth is this petty contradictory creature doing arguing that overseas students have no right to receive education here in the last issue of Salient? Don't his previous and present indulgences denote his double standard, repugnant, repulsive and neurotic nature?

          
David also emasculated the noble cause of marching to the parliament, in favour of so- called proper channels, ie talking behind the scenes with those arrogant bureaucrats in the Beehive. Such docile indulgences have proved a failure on many occasions. In fact, NOSAC did send a delegation to meet Mr Wellington a few days before the march. Mr Wellington totally refuted all the factual proposals and grievances put by the delegation and arrogantly concluded the meeting by saying "Why don't you go to Australia where you don't have to pay fees!" This again exposed the New Zealand government's lip service attitude to foreign aid.

          
Fortunately and promisingly, the majority of the Malaysian students are not as self-centred and egoistic and David Lo, judging by the good turn out and overwhelming support in the march. By bringing together all the forces under the leadership of NOSAC, we have fought a beautiful battle and the high school students were exempted from the exorbitant fees rise. Wasn't the march fruitful? It is needless for me to say more, it should be clear and obvious even to egg-heads like David Lo.

          
Unfair treatment seems to be endless. Now the Education Minister's axe is falling onto senior students, as post-graduates will have to pay $1500 too next year. This is a very good and educative lesson for those TIDAK APA, apathetic and selfish senior students who claimed the fees rise did not apply to them and did not give a damn about the anti fees rise campaign. Now it is high time for all high school, junior and senior students to work together to forge ahead with the anti fees rise campaign. United we stand, divided we fall.

          
While the anti fees rise campaign is gaining momentum, David Lo is again attempting to divert the campaign to the polemical Vietnamese refugee issue. I suggest David Lo leads a delegation to meet the Malaysian High Commissioner behind the smoke screen (I doubt David Lo can gather more than one delegate) rather than marching to the High Commission is more appropriate.

          
Finally, I urge all overseas students not to fall into the trap of David Lo's zig zagging pronouncements in the last Salient.

          

            
Yours sincerely

            
Salleh

          

        

        
        



          
The Role of Protest

          

            

              
Dear Editor,

            

            
In the last issue of Salient, August 6, David K Lo expressed his opposition to the Discriminatory Fee campaign and charged that a lot of Malaysian students in Wellington have double standards vis-a-vis the Vietnamese refugees in Malaysia..

            
I find his ill-found arguments and inconsistent views only served to confuse the issues. Nevertheless, I will entertain his fantasy. A healthy debate might help settle the dust in the air.

          

          

            
1. Forms of Protest

            


	a.
	Talking about diplomacy, Muldoon consulted none of the bodies concerned with overseas students (OSAC, University people, NZUSA or NOSAC) when he announced the $1500 fees. If Muldoon really believed in 'behind the scenes' negotiation, no such blatantly arrogant policies and reasons would be issued from his office.


	b.
	An Emergency NOSAC meeting was held the day after Muldoon announced the fees increase. Subsequently, 5 or 6 NOSAC meetings have been held. Through National, NOSAC provided the general guidelines and resources to co-ordinate action throughout the country, but the final decisions lay with each local campus. It was the concerned Malaysian students present in such meetings who democratically decided the ways and means to carry put the campaign.


	c.
	Simultaneously with publicity and protest marches, representatives were sent to see University councillors. High School principals, MPs and the Minister of Education.


	d.
	Even David had to admit surprise at the overwneiming support by Malaysian students for the marches. Perhaps it is high time, he searches his soul more conscientiously as to what he has done on this issue that concerns the welfare of fellow Malaysian students. In fact, where had David been throughout the campaign? No one saw him at the NOSAC meetings. Perhaps that explains his ignorance and ill-favoured attitude to the whole campaign?


          

          

            
2. Right, Privilege or Obligation?

            
It is beyond the scope of this letter to go into the polemics of whether overseas studednts have a right to education in NZ; or is it a privilege granted to them; it is the NZ government s moral obligation to provide it as a form of foreign aid. David Lo is entitled to his own view and his peculiar concept of dignity. But, if he cares to hear the other side of the story, there is plenty of material put out by NOSAC.

          

          

            
3. $1500 Fee is a Discrimination

            
David Lo argued we are here on the good will of the NZ government and hence should accept discrimination and prosecution with dignity. To see the attack on overseas students in isolation is plain short sightedness. The issue must be viewed in the context of the NZ government's tragic Education cuts policy, and that the overseas students were made a convenient scapegoat. Hence, our protest against the discriminatory fees is totally justified and has enjoyed the full support of NZ students and staff, through the Professorial Board, University Council, VUWSA and NZUSA.

          

          

            
4. Where does the Fight Begin?

            
The fight for justice has no bounds, and definitely should not be limited to one's country. As long as injustice is done, there will be protest, which can take many forms. David Lo is well informed about how Malaysian ISA operates. Ironically, he also suggested direct open confrontation, a suicidal approach that will practically lead to nowhere. Will David Lo, who has not lifted a finger for the welfare of fellow students in NZ be leading the fight at home?

          

          

            
5. Concern for Vietnamese Refugees

            
MSSA had laid down its view, in black and white, on the issue of Vietnamese refugees in its magazine 'Outlook'. A brief survey on students' views was also printed. On top of that, a forum was jointly Organised by NOSAC and MSSA. on the 9th August in the Smoking Lounge. About 35 people turned up. We would have liked to see a lot more. Also, it was quite Surprising that David Lo who has expressed such immense sympathy and concern for the Vietnamese refugees didn't even show up to express his sentiments. It makes me wonder whether his charge that 'a lot of Malaysians here have double standards' is meant to include himself.

          

          

            
6. Marching for the Refugees

            
Perhaps as a heroic gesture to cover his pathetic arguments, he jestingly suggested a march to the Malaysian High Commission in support of the Vietnamese refugees. If he seriously thought of that, MSSA is prepared to hold a special meeting to consider the march. And if he can establish his case and can persuade the students to support his idea of a march, MSSA is quite willing to help organise it.

            

              
S. Ng for MSSAY

            

          

        

        

          
An end to Anonymity

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          
As a matter of course, I would expect that all articles in 
Salient carry a by-line. This is especially necessary in articles which hold a, specific point of view-I refer to "Abortion attacked" and where the reader is entitled to know who or what organization is presenting the particular viewpoint.

          

            
Kate Reed.

          

          

            

              
(I agree whole-heartedly with you. But Salient can't win-if I had refused to print the article merely because it lacked a by-line I would have been accused of refusing to print articles that I did not agree with. However, by printing it, your charge becomes quite valid. I felt it was better to give Liferight an opportunity to express their views, than to get touchy about by-lines-ed.)
            

            

              

[image: Drawing of Robert Muldoon]

                  
I Think I am his Son
                


            

          

        

        

          
"Foolery Sir..."

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          

            
"Nevermore!",

          

          

            
... Yours POE-tically,

            
L.S. Raven.

          

        

        

          
Good-bye Llamas Hello World!

          
In the mind-boggling wake of our glorious orgasmic departure from mental degradation and moral straight-jacketing, my Peruvian colleagues and I wish to express our gratitude to all you lusty depraved people who helped make it all possible, and to offer the position of Premier in the new regime (or any other position she likes) to Carol Addley.

          

Walter,

Superllama extroadinaire.


        

        

          
Christian Charity

          

            
Dear Peter,

          

          
As part of my policy of loving my enemies, I want to say Hi! to wee Arthur Hedgehog, and thank him for last Saturday night. Being resigned to the editorial prejudice so manifest in Salient (and in our sick society in general), I will limit myself today to warning Monsieur Gazelle against his course of action — Gazelles besides being related to the evil goat, are preposterously silly — their whole frivolous approach to life is 'centred around jumping, up and down — 
exhibitionism and 
vanity! In fact, I have it on good authority from the big G himself, that gazelles are shortly to become extinct, along with hedgehog fanciers, communists, corrupt journalists, and fairies.

          

Vive la revolution,

J.C. Grope

etc, etc.


        

        

          
Nearly Half a Stone

          

            
Dear Ed,

          

          
I've had enough of people accusing me of being sex-hungry (whatever that means?) or trying to push me onto their unwanted fellas. Let it be known that I am still the pure innocent girl I was when I started university (although I have gained six pounds.)

          

            
Love,

            
Carol Addley.

          

        

        

          
A Pertinent Question

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          
Who is this jealous man?

          

Yours,

The girl in the red/orange

bush jacket.


        

        

          
Where's the Right?

          

            
Dear Peter,

          

          
Looking around this university I sit down and wonder whether the right is fighting or if they're getting ready to roll over and decay. For they are conspicuously absent, fading back into their well worn corner. They scream for the facts but all they give is editorial diarrhoea. For in that one sheet of verbose jargon that is all you get. How do you think they manage to regurgitate the same old crap in 3 editions?

          
Who are these unnamed, do they really fear standing up and being counted? There is an old saying, "even if you're paranoid, it doesn't mean they're not out to get you." Who are these people are going to get you? Do they lurk around these hallowed halls ready to bite your type-writing fingers off?

          
Are they trying to play the same game as that right-wing non student, who tries to speak via his lawyers' threatening letters. Are these perpetrators really crying out for democracy or their own glory, for who really put the 'mock' in democracy? They are the false prophets who promise beer but only give you a mug that is devoid of any substance. They abuse without being prepared to work for our association. They denounce the people who are the back-bones, ignoring the biggest march in Victoria University's history.

          
Have they really got the so called average student at heart, or do they scheme to ruin the students' chance of fighting back against government policy? In other words do they really want an association. Are they trying to push their closed 'clique'? For who knows who they are, that certain Committee that doesn't belong to the association, where it would be affected by democracy, to become open, not a dictatorship.

          
For that's what they would like to do by shutting up this association's Salient, which keeps debate alive, and gives the facts not emotional dribble. For that's all we've seen come from the mixed up minds of the right. These diminutive mentalities who set themselves up as God. For they aren't lily white virgins but have their hands well and truly blackened.

          

            
Yours,

            
Barry Weeber.
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liman's Right of Choice



          

[
unclear: liman's] Right of Choice

          

            

[
unclear: pvier],

          

          

[
unclear: n] writing to comment on the article that 
[
unclear: red] in last week's Salient entitled Abortion 
[
unclear: d]. The article completely ignores a 
[
unclear: In's] right to decide whether to have a child. Even if we have a society free from sexual 
[
unclear: Inination], women must still have this right. 
[
unclear: Ih] a society, the burden of an unwanted would be much lighter, but it would still Motherhood, even with adequate daycare 
[
unclear: lies], socialised housework etc., would still the woman's life tremendously. Women 
[
unclear: had] be allowed to make this decision themselves 
[
unclear: s], after many years of struggle, they are allo- 
[
unclear: decide] who, if and when they will marry.

          

[
unclear: writer] of last week's article claims that 
[
unclear: lien] have turned to the abuses of men as 
[
unclear: cation] for abortion", and that "this 
[
unclear: sof] revenge." This is absurd reasoning on 
[
unclear: xounts.] Firstly it is not just because some 
[
unclear: efuse] to shoulder half of the responsibility 
[
unclear: enthood] that women want abortions. Even 
[
unclear: the] father supported women's rights an 
[
unclear: ued] child would still mean that one of would have to leave their job, and, unless were incredibly wealthy and could afford 
[
unclear: sitters] every night and all weekend, their lifestyle would be changed. And what of 
[
unclear: uple] who can't afford a child? How would 
[
unclear: liber's] concern for women's rights help 
[
unclear: a]

          

[
unclear: oodly], many men support women's right to 
[
unclear: on]. Do they take this stand in order to 
[
unclear: h] the foetus for the abuses of men? I think

          

[
unclear: Knen's] right to abortion is one of the central 
[
unclear: nds] of the women's movement. Women 
[
unclear: en] must fight for this right and/or the necessary conditions to allow women to in equal pan in society.

          

            
Caroline Massof.
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Tesus Once Said
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rage Student Speaks Out



          

[
unclear: rage] Student Speaks Out

          

            
Sir,

          

          

[
unclear: I] hear a lot of crap about Studass 
[
unclear: mung] the 'average student' but in spite of 
[
unclear: act] that several supposed average students 
[
unclear: atified] themselves, nobody has been able 
[
unclear: ove] their case until now. Yes Sir, I am the and only average student! My horribly 
[
unclear: He] dimensions are 5 foot 7 inches, 9 stone 
[
unclear: ds] like milliwotsit still mean nothing to me) 
[
unclear: I] have sick looking mongrelish brown hair. 
[
unclear: ciil] origins are varied (mostly European) due to an unfortunate accident just after a combination of two sexes. I take History & you will find half way down the list), and 
[
unclear: MUTVC] contains incredibly middling, average,

          

[
unclear: ping] identified myself, I now expect the 
[
unclear: Ittion] to carry out my every command. 
[
unclear: I] only attend 1.26 SRC's a year, and have 
[
unclear: de] been once this year, they will have to 
[
unclear: to] me.

          

            

[image: ONTIERS OF ENTYMOLOGY by LADY REGINE MC PUCKLE DANCING- UNCLAD. ASCENT YEARS, IT WAS EN FOUNDED THAT LATION IS CAUSED BY NALL FLY THE SWAFU BUG. UNTIL RECENTLY, LITTLE WAS KNOW OF THE SNAFU BUG (CONNLINGUS PLEASURE ABUS) AND EVEN NOW, SURPRISE BOMBING AND STRAFING RAIDS BY THE BUG & TEND TO SLOW REASERCH. FURTHER MORE LITTLE IS UNDERSTOOD OF THE COMPLEX RADAR SYSTEM BY WHICH THESE U- BIO-UI -T OUS BUGS FLY AT NIGHT.]
          

          
My first command is that a statue of my glorious self be constructed outside the union building. Next, the theatre must be converted into a tavern. Next, a ritual sacrifice must be made before my statue every month. The method I leave up to the relevant co-ordinator, so long as there's lots of blood.

          

Further instructions shall be forthcoming.

Yours in mediocrity,

L. M. Knmllm.
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God Loves Those Who Love Themselves
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Solidarity with Chile!



          
Solidarity with Chile!

          

            
Dear Editor,

          

          
Gumboots, black singlets and smelly armpits seem to be an integral part of New Zealand's Agri Culture. But whoever heard of anyone losing a pair of genuine lace-up gumboots on campus. (It just does not seem to be the trendy thing to wear in the Intelli Culture).

          
Well, I did, at the end of last term, and am desperate to have them back. Being a typical penniless student I would ask that whoever took them for their own from down outside the Hunter Building to give me a ring.

          

Fred Dagg Associate et al,
(ask for Donald 883-917
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As Bad as 'Truth'



          
As Bad as 'Truth'

          

Dear Sir,

To Whom it May Concern
;


          
We the undersigned, while noting the pitiful and ineffectual leadership of the association since the forced resignation of the President by the Executive on 31 July call on Mr Andrew Tees to reconsider his position and to put himself forward for the presidential vacancy at the forthcoming by-election, failing that we call on all responsible students to vote 
No Confidence in executive member Caroline Massof who at the time of writing is the only candidate for the vacant Presidential position for the rest of the 1979. This having been done, we would then further call on Mr Tees to take up the position of President for the rest of 1979.

          
We issue this call not out of any personal animosity for Ms. Massof but out of a firm belief that she, is neither competent or experienced enough to represent the students at Victoria University. In particular we note with grave concern that the SRC saw fit not top elect Ms Massof to the position of President nor did a subsequent SRC meeting see fit to reserve it's previous decision to hold a full by-election.

          
It is patently obvious that there is a chance that Ms Massof may be elected because she is the only candidate rather than having the general confidence of students in spite of the fact that in effect two SRC meetings have rejected the notion of electing the executive candidate, Ms Massof to the Presidency.

          
We appeal to students to consider these facts and vote accordingly. We call on other students to sign here at the bottom of this letter and send it into the 'Salient' office forthwith and thus summon Mr Tees to return to the job he has been given successive mandates to do at a previous executive election and at a Special General Meeting in May.

          
We appeal to the Editor of Salient to print this in full in the next available issue of the paper.

          
Donald Hartington,
Jan Aitken,

Flatmate (who prefers to remain anonymous),

D.J.W. Alexander.


          

            
PS. We will be exceedingly surprised if you prim this. Normally we couldn't care less what happens to the Students Association but in this unusual set of circumstances, we do. Many apologies for the poor typing.

            
Sign Here;
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More Opposition to Gay Rights



          
More Opposition to Gay Rights

          

            
Dear Editor,

          

          
While I don't agree with all his arguments, I would like to congratulate the author of last week's letter criticising recent attempts to glamorize homosexuality (Angry Liberated Man). I too share his concern with such trends based on the fact that I find the act biologically and morally objectionable.

          
While I feel that individuals should take a compassionate view towards such people, I think that encouraging and promoting such behaviour is harmful to both the individual as well as to society.

          
Homosexuality is not as mystical as some would make it out to be. Psychiatrists (such as Freud) have long known that young males tend to feel affection towards males during the middle part of their formative years, often idolizing and emulating them. However, as the normal male matures physically and psychologically such attitudes are redirected towards the opposite sex.

          
Homosexuals are individuals who are stunted in this natural progression usually for some psychological reason, often beyond their own comprehension (rarely by freedom of choice). The real crime of certain recent movements, such as Gay Liberation, is that they make the homosexual resigned to the fact that he can never change. The recent findings by American sex therapists, Masters and Johnson reveal the fallacy of this approach. They found that almost 90 percent of the homosexuals who were willing to attempt to overcome their psychological barriers, could do so.

          
If human behaviour had no effect on other human beings behaviour, then any type of human behaviour might be acceptable. Unfortunately, such is not the case. There is enough confusion over normal human sexuality, those that are promoting or encouraging homosexuality are only encouraging such confusion. Compassion and understanding — yes, promotion — no.

          

Middle ground
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And God Loves Me Like I was his Son
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So Much for "Liberated Man"



          
So Much for "Liberated Man"

          

Reply to letter 'Gays Condemned.'

(Salient 27/8/79).

Dear angry liberated man (liberated towards women),


          
Perhaps when you give up your autosodomitic practises you will come to realize what an unnatural pervert you are! Since when does the average woman or the average man have sex just for the purpose of procreation rather, normally, they go out of their way to avoid it. Pure procreation is for the animals, people with feelings for each other have sex because they like each other and no doubt this is the same for gay people (who have good reason to be angry with senseless people like you.) Perhaps, when you are approached by a gay person, you could take a lesson from all the women you pester and say "no", perhaps even take it as a compliment that some other human being felt that you were worth knowing for from the sound of your letter you present as an ignorant chauvinistic paranoid w.....!

          

Homo Sexualis.
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A Totally Absorbing Letter



          
A Totally Absorbing Letter.

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          
I would like to inform all those that are interested that there will be a total eclipse of the moon on the night of the Sixth of September.

          
The total eclipse begins at 10.32 pm and ends at 11.17 pm.

          

Signed,
Wayne Keratiata.
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The Guilty Always Write Letters



          
The Guilty Always Write Letters

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          
You, along with my millions of other followers, have undoubtedly noticed the last edition of your rag in which two letters regarding my notice of proposals were published. I find both these letters distasteful in the extreme. One has obviously been, written by a certified mental defective, and in it a refusal of my proposal is indicated.

          
The second communication was written by the cute, charming, vivacious, large, bovine, and rather overwhelming Cathy Marshall (possibly better known as CAM). Cathy, it appears, has accepted my proposal—but only for two reasons which she sums up with the phrase "It's his baby too"! It is to Cathy's letter, and in particular the above extract, to which I address myself this week.

          
Although I am grateful at Cathy finally explaining her penchant for tent dresses, let me make it quite clear that I am not now and never have been involved in Cathy's Little Bundle of Joy. Cathy darling, you can go off and do what it appears you have already done to some considerable degree The damn thing is not 
[
unclear: tuuie] and I refuse to take responsibility for your non-existent morals.

          
Furthermore, the current economic situation precludes my adding further to my already overlarge string of debts, so I am afraid the ritual Exchange of Camels is off.

          
With regard to your little problem may I suggest you have a word with one of the Littens, or better still the crew of the aircraft carrier 
HMAS Melbourne. If you cannot bring yourself to do this then let me warn you that lots of hot baths, jumping up-and-down, or deep breathing will not do the slightest iota of good..

          

            
Yours in All Innocence I Beg You Believe,

            
P. O'Donoghue.
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In Fact Some Days
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Attacks on David Lo



          
Attacks on David Lo

          

            
Dear Editor'

          

          
If I am not wrong, David K. Lo was one of the few 'activists', who collected signatures during the 45% cutback campaign. What on earth is this petty contradictory creature doing arguing that overseas students have no right to receive education here in the last issue of Salient? Don't his previous and present indulgences denote his double standard, repugnant, repulsive and neurotic nature?

          
David also emasculated the noble cause of marching to the parliament, in favour of so- called proper channels, ie talking behind the scenes with those arrogant bureaucrats in the Beehive. Such docile indulgences have proved a failure on many occasions. In fact, NOSAC did send a delegation to meet Mr Wellington a few days before the march. Mr Wellington totally refuted all the factual proposals and grievances put by the delegation and arrogantly concluded the meeting by saying "Why don't you go to Australia where you don't have to pay fees!" This again exposed the New Zealand government's lip service attitude to foreign aid.

          
Fortunately and promisingly, the majority of the Malaysian students are not as self-centred and egoistic and David Lo, judging by the good turn out and overwhelming support in the march. By bringing together all the forces under the leadership of NOSAC, we have fought a beautiful battle and the high school students were exempted from the exorbitant fees rise. Wasn't the march fruitful? It is needless for me to say more, it should be clear and obvious even to egg-heads like David Lo.

          
Unfair treatment seems to be endless. Now the Education Minister's axe is falling onto senior students, as post-graduates will have to pay $1500 too next year. This is a very good and educative lesson for those TIDAK APA, apathetic and selfish senior students who claimed the fees rise did not apply to them and did not give a damn about the anti fees rise campaign. Now it is high time for all high school, junior and senior students to work together to forge ahead with the anti fees rise campaign. United we stand, divided we fall.

          
While the anti fees rise campaign is gaining momentum, David Lo is again attempting to divert the campaign to the polemical Vietnamese refugee issue. I suggest David Lo leads a delegation to meet the Malaysian High Commissioner behind the smoke screen (I doubt David Lo can gather more than one delegate) rather than marching to the High Commission is more appropriate.

          
Finally, I urge all overseas students not to fall into the trap of David Lo's zig zagging pronouncements in the last Salient.

          

            
Yours sincerely

            
Salleh
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The Role of Protest





          
The Role of Protest

          

            

              
Dear Editor,

            

            
In the last issue of Salient, August 6, David K Lo expressed his opposition to the Discriminatory Fee campaign and charged that a lot of Malaysian students in Wellington have double standards vis-a-vis the Vietnamese refugees in Malaysia..

            
I find his ill-found arguments and inconsistent views only served to confuse the issues. Nevertheless, I will entertain his fantasy. A healthy debate might help settle the dust in the air.

          

          

            
1. Forms of Protest

            


	a.
	Talking about diplomacy, Muldoon consulted none of the bodies concerned with overseas students (OSAC, University people, NZUSA or NOSAC) when he announced the $1500 fees. If Muldoon really believed in 'behind the scenes' negotiation, no such blatantly arrogant policies and reasons would be issued from his office.


	b.
	An Emergency NOSAC meeting was held the day after Muldoon announced the fees increase. Subsequently, 5 or 6 NOSAC meetings have been held. Through National, NOSAC provided the general guidelines and resources to co-ordinate action throughout the country, but the final decisions lay with each local campus. It was the concerned Malaysian students present in such meetings who democratically decided the ways and means to carry put the campaign.


	c.
	Simultaneously with publicity and protest marches, representatives were sent to see University councillors. High School principals, MPs and the Minister of Education.


	d.
	Even David had to admit surprise at the overwneiming support by Malaysian students for the marches. Perhaps it is high time, he searches his soul more conscientiously as to what he has done on this issue that concerns the welfare of fellow Malaysian students. In fact, where had David been throughout the campaign? No one saw him at the NOSAC meetings. Perhaps that explains his ignorance and ill-favoured attitude to the whole campaign?


          

          

            
2. Right, Privilege or Obligation?

            
It is beyond the scope of this letter to go into the polemics of whether overseas studednts have a right to education in NZ; or is it a privilege granted to them; it is the NZ government s moral obligation to provide it as a form of foreign aid. David Lo is entitled to his own view and his peculiar concept of dignity. But, if he cares to hear the other side of the story, there is plenty of material put out by NOSAC.

          

          

            
3. $1500 Fee is a Discrimination

            
David Lo argued we are here on the good will of the NZ government and hence should accept discrimination and prosecution with dignity. To see the attack on overseas students in isolation is plain short sightedness. The issue must be viewed in the context of the NZ government's tragic Education cuts policy, and that the overseas students were made a convenient scapegoat. Hence, our protest against the discriminatory fees is totally justified and has enjoyed the full support of NZ students and staff, through the Professorial Board, University Council, VUWSA and NZUSA.

          

          

            
4. Where does the Fight Begin?

            
The fight for justice has no bounds, and definitely should not be limited to one's country. As long as injustice is done, there will be protest, which can take many forms. David Lo is well informed about how Malaysian ISA operates. Ironically, he also suggested direct open confrontation, a suicidal approach that will practically lead to nowhere. Will David Lo, who has not lifted a finger for the welfare of fellow students in NZ be leading the fight at home?

          

          

            
5. Concern for Vietnamese Refugees

            
MSSA had laid down its view, in black and white, on the issue of Vietnamese refugees in its magazine 'Outlook'. A brief survey on students' views was also printed. On top of that, a forum was jointly Organised by NOSAC and MSSA. on the 9th August in the Smoking Lounge. About 35 people turned up. We would have liked to see a lot more. Also, it was quite Surprising that David Lo who has expressed such immense sympathy and concern for the Vietnamese refugees didn't even show up to express his sentiments. It makes me wonder whether his charge that 'a lot of Malaysians here have double standards' is meant to include himself.

          

          

            
6. Marching for the Refugees

            
Perhaps as a heroic gesture to cover his pathetic arguments, he jestingly suggested a march to the Malaysian High Commission in support of the Vietnamese refugees. If he seriously thought of that, MSSA is prepared to hold a special meeting to consider the march. And if he can establish his case and can persuade the students to support his idea of a march, MSSA is quite willing to help organise it.

            

              
S. Ng for MSSAY
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Dear Editor,
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1. Forms of Protest



            
1. Forms of Protest

            


	a.
	Talking about diplomacy, Muldoon consulted none of the bodies concerned with overseas students (OSAC, University people, NZUSA or NOSAC) when he announced the $1500 fees. If Muldoon really believed in 'behind the scenes' negotiation, no such blatantly arrogant policies and reasons would be issued from his office.


	b.
	An Emergency NOSAC meeting was held the day after Muldoon announced the fees increase. Subsequently, 5 or 6 NOSAC meetings have been held. Through National, NOSAC provided the general guidelines and resources to co-ordinate action throughout the country, but the final decisions lay with each local campus. It was the concerned Malaysian students present in such meetings who democratically decided the ways and means to carry put the campaign.


	c.
	Simultaneously with publicity and protest marches, representatives were sent to see University councillors. High School principals, MPs and the Minister of Education.


	d.
	Even David had to admit surprise at the overwneiming support by Malaysian students for the marches. Perhaps it is high time, he searches his soul more conscientiously as to what he has done on this issue that concerns the welfare of fellow Malaysian students. In fact, where had David been throughout the campaign? No one saw him at the NOSAC meetings. Perhaps that explains his ignorance and ill-favoured attitude to the whole campaign?


          








Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Official Newspaper of the Victoria University Students' Association. Vol 42 No. 21. September 3 1979

2. Right, Privilege or Obligation?



            
2. Right, Privilege or Obligation?

            
It is beyond the scope of this letter to go into the polemics of whether overseas studednts have a right to education in NZ; or is it a privilege granted to them; it is the NZ government s moral obligation to provide it as a form of foreign aid. David Lo is entitled to his own view and his peculiar concept of dignity. But, if he cares to hear the other side of the story, there is plenty of material put out by NOSAC.
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3. $1500 Fee is a Discrimination



            
3. $1500 Fee is a Discrimination

            
David Lo argued we are here on the good will of the NZ government and hence should accept discrimination and prosecution with dignity. To see the attack on overseas students in isolation is plain short sightedness. The issue must be viewed in the context of the NZ government's tragic Education cuts policy, and that the overseas students were made a convenient scapegoat. Hence, our protest against the discriminatory fees is totally justified and has enjoyed the full support of NZ students and staff, through the Professorial Board, University Council, VUWSA and NZUSA.
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4. Where does the Fight Begin?



            
4. Where does the Fight Begin?

            
The fight for justice has no bounds, and definitely should not be limited to one's country. As long as injustice is done, there will be protest, which can take many forms. David Lo is well informed about how Malaysian ISA operates. Ironically, he also suggested direct open confrontation, a suicidal approach that will practically lead to nowhere. Will David Lo, who has not lifted a finger for the welfare of fellow students in NZ be leading the fight at home?
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5. Concern for Vietnamese Refugees



            
5. Concern for Vietnamese Refugees

            
MSSA had laid down its view, in black and white, on the issue of Vietnamese refugees in its magazine 'Outlook'. A brief survey on students' views was also printed. On top of that, a forum was jointly Organised by NOSAC and MSSA. on the 9th August in the Smoking Lounge. About 35 people turned up. We would have liked to see a lot more. Also, it was quite Surprising that David Lo who has expressed such immense sympathy and concern for the Vietnamese refugees didn't even show up to express his sentiments. It makes me wonder whether his charge that 'a lot of Malaysians here have double standards' is meant to include himself.
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6. Marching for the Refugees



            
6. Marching for the Refugees

            
Perhaps as a heroic gesture to cover his pathetic arguments, he jestingly suggested a march to the Malaysian High Commission in support of the Vietnamese refugees. If he seriously thought of that, MSSA is prepared to hold a special meeting to consider the march. And if he can establish his case and can persuade the students to support his idea of a march, MSSA is quite willing to help organise it.

            

              
S. Ng for MSSAY
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An end to Anonymity



          
An end to Anonymity

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          
As a matter of course, I would expect that all articles in 
Salient carry a by-line. This is especially necessary in articles which hold a, specific point of view-I refer to "Abortion attacked" and where the reader is entitled to know who or what organization is presenting the particular viewpoint.

          

            
Kate Reed.

          

          

            

              
(I agree whole-heartedly with you. But Salient can't win-if I had refused to print the article merely because it lacked a by-line I would have been accused of refusing to print articles that I did not agree with. However, by printing it, your charge becomes quite valid. I felt it was better to give Liferight an opportunity to express their views, than to get touchy about by-lines-ed.)
            

            

              

[image: Drawing of Robert Muldoon]

                  
I Think I am his Son
                


            

          

        








Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Official Newspaper of the Victoria University Students' Association. Vol 42 No. 21. September 3 1979

"Foolery Sir..."



          
"Foolery Sir..."

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          

            
"Nevermore!",

          

          

            
... Yours POE-tically,

            
L.S. Raven.
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Good-bye Llamas Hello World!



          
Good-bye Llamas Hello World!

          
In the mind-boggling wake of our glorious orgasmic departure from mental degradation and moral straight-jacketing, my Peruvian colleagues and I wish to express our gratitude to all you lusty depraved people who helped make it all possible, and to offer the position of Premier in the new regime (or any other position she likes) to Carol Addley.

          

Walter,

Superllama extroadinaire.
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Christian Charity



          
Christian Charity

          

            
Dear Peter,

          

          
As part of my policy of loving my enemies, I want to say Hi! to wee Arthur Hedgehog, and thank him for last Saturday night. Being resigned to the editorial prejudice so manifest in Salient (and in our sick society in general), I will limit myself today to warning Monsieur Gazelle against his course of action — Gazelles besides being related to the evil goat, are preposterously silly — their whole frivolous approach to life is 'centred around jumping, up and down — 
exhibitionism and 
vanity! In fact, I have it on good authority from the big G himself, that gazelles are shortly to become extinct, along with hedgehog fanciers, communists, corrupt journalists, and fairies.

          

Vive la revolution,

J.C. Grope

etc, etc.
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Nearly Half a Stone



          
Nearly Half a Stone

          

            
Dear Ed,

          

          
I've had enough of people accusing me of being sex-hungry (whatever that means?) or trying to push me onto their unwanted fellas. Let it be known that I am still the pure innocent girl I was when I started university (although I have gained six pounds.)

          

            
Love,

            
Carol Addley.
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A Pertinent Question



          
A Pertinent Question

          

            
Dear Sir,

          

          
Who is this jealous man?

          

Yours,

The girl in the red/orange

bush jacket.
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Where's the Right?



          
Where's the Right?

          

            
Dear Peter,

          

          
Looking around this university I sit down and wonder whether the right is fighting or if they're getting ready to roll over and decay. For they are conspicuously absent, fading back into their well worn corner. They scream for the facts but all they give is editorial diarrhoea. For in that one sheet of verbose jargon that is all you get. How do you think they manage to regurgitate the same old crap in 3 editions?

          
Who are these unnamed, do they really fear standing up and being counted? There is an old saying, "even if you're paranoid, it doesn't mean they're not out to get you." Who are these people are going to get you? Do they lurk around these hallowed halls ready to bite your type-writing fingers off?

          
Are they trying to play the same game as that right-wing non student, who tries to speak via his lawyers' threatening letters. Are these perpetrators really crying out for democracy or their own glory, for who really put the 'mock' in democracy? They are the false prophets who promise beer but only give you a mug that is devoid of any substance. They abuse without being prepared to work for our association. They denounce the people who are the back-bones, ignoring the biggest march in Victoria University's history.

          
Have they really got the so called average student at heart, or do they scheme to ruin the students' chance of fighting back against government policy? In other words do they really want an association. Are they trying to push their closed 'clique'? For who knows who they are, that certain Committee that doesn't belong to the association, where it would be affected by democracy, to become open, not a dictatorship.

          
For that's what they would like to do by shutting up this association's Salient, which keeps debate alive, and gives the facts not emotional dribble. For that's all we've seen come from the mixed up minds of the right. These diminutive mentalities who set themselves up as God. For they aren't lily white virgins but have their hands well and truly blackened.

          

            
Yours,

            
Barry Weeber.
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Studass Elections!



        
Studass Elections!

        

          
The following applications have been received for Executive positions at the close of nominations at 4.30pm on Thursday 30 August.

        

        

          
Annual Executive Elections (for 1980)

          

	
President: Caroline Massof, Michael McAleer, Philip Sowman, Alison Wilson

	
Man Vice-President: Michael McAleer, Grant Gillatt, Timothy Rochford, Tarek Sorour

	
Woman Vice-President: Rire Scotney, Heather 
[
unclear: worth]

	
Secretary: Margaret Underwood

	
              
Treasurer: (No application received)
            

	
Cultural Affairs Officer: Michael 
[
unclear: ShJ]

	
Sports Officer: Andrea Gray

	
Publications Officer: Andrew Beach

	
Welfare Officer: Robert Wallace

	
SRC Co-ordinator: Virginia Adams, Grant Gillatt


        

        

          
By-election for 1979 Executive

          

	
President: Caroline Massof, Leslie Brown


          
The above candidates are advised that certain alterations have had to be made to the Candidates' Advice Notice which all candidates should have by now (if you haven't, please see the Returning Officers as soon as possible).

          


	(i)
	A manifesto of not more than 200 words for the Salient Election Supplement has to be handed in to the Returning Officer by 
Wednesday 5 September.


	(ii)
	All photographs (10″ × 8″) should be ready for the Salient Election Supplement by 
Wednesday 5 September. Candidates should get in touch with the Salient photographer at the earliest opportunity.


	(iii)
	On polling day candidates are allowed to display at each of the polling booths one A-4 sheet setting out their manifestos. The 200 word limit does not apply but the manifestos most be set out within the space of an A-4 sheet.


          

            

              
Kelvin J. Ratnam
            

            
Returning Officer
          

        

        

          

            

[image: DOWNSTAGE THEATRE THE RECRUITING OFFICER by George Farquhar Classic Comedy of Fun and Fancy ..."could take an honoured place on any stage in the western world"... Bruce Mason in The Dominion. Dinner 6.30 Play 8.00pm a gloriously gripping musical play for all ages in the Hannah Playhouse during school holidays. MON 27 AUG — SAT 1 SEPT at 10.30am and 12pm $1.20 for all Bookings now open CHILDREN'S HOLIDAY THEATRE Aug 27 —- Sept 1 THE STICKIEST GLUE IN THE WORLD By John Banas Music by Stephen McCurdy]
          

          

            

[image: PARTY PARTY PARTY So you're having a party Let Preston's look after the drinks We offer: special student rates free delivery free ice Preston Wines and Spirits Able Smith Street phone 844-002]
          

        

      








Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Official Newspaper of the Victoria University Students' Association. Vol 42 No. 21. September 3 1979

Annual Executive Elections (for 1980)



          
Annual Executive Elections (for 1980)

          

	
President: Caroline Massof, Michael McAleer, Philip Sowman, Alison Wilson
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By-election for 1979 Executive

          

	
President: Caroline Massof, Leslie Brown


          
The above candidates are advised that certain alterations have had to be made to the Candidates' Advice Notice which all candidates should have by now (if you haven't, please see the Returning Officers as soon as possible).

          


	(i)
	A manifesto of not more than 200 words for the Salient Election Supplement has to be handed in to the Returning Officer by 
Wednesday 5 September.


	(ii)
	All photographs (10″ × 8″) should be ready for the Salient Election Supplement by 
Wednesday 5 September. Candidates should get in touch with the Salient photographer at the earliest opportunity.


	(iii)
	On polling day candidates are allowed to display at each of the polling booths one A-4 sheet setting out their manifestos. The 200 word limit does not apply but the manifestos most be set out within the space of an A-4 sheet.


          

            

              
Kelvin J. Ratnam
            

            
Returning Officer
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In Copyright


					
Where a text is in copyright, all text and images are copyright to the original authors and/or publisher. In copyright texts and images are made available for non-commercial use only. All forms of electronic or print re-sale or re-distribution are forbidden without written permission, please contact us.


					
Currently, a text is shown as in copyright when there is no Creative Commons License visible in the sidebar, and a link to this page is presented.


				

				

					
Creative Commons Share-Alike license


					
Where the original text is out of copyright it is our policy to provide the digitised version under a 
New Zealand Creative Commons Attribution Share-Alike License (CC BY-SA).


					
The Creative Commons Attribution Share-alike license allows anyone to re-use material in our texts under the following conditions:


					

		attribution to the source of the material is included by marking the material with the collection name ("The New Zealand Electronic Text Collection") and the link to the material as found on our website;


		the re-use of the material is licensed under the same license, allowing others to further re-use the material. This means that the re-use of the material must be marked with the same Creative Commons license.




					
Use of the Creative Commons Attribution Share-alike license allows us to make material freely available to the community for re-use, and also ensures that:


					

		any errors in the material can be traced back to the Victoria University of Wellington Library as the originator of the digital reproduction;


		such material continues to be freely available to the community after subsequent re-use.




				

				

					
Examples of Reuse under Creative Commons Share-Alike license


					
We encourage the re-use of Creative Commons Share-Alike licensed NZETC material. Examples of re-use include:


					

		Multiple entries in the 
Mix and Mash competitions run by DigitalNZ


		Blog posts, such as this one about the 
Cyclopedia of New Zealand by IwiKiwi


		Books and other publications


		Museum displays




				

				

					
Other Creative Commons Licenses


					
More restrictive Creative Commons licenses may be used in the cases of copyright texts where the copyright holder is amenable to using a Creative Commons license. You will need to refer to the license text (available by clicking on the CC license logo) for the specific restrictions and re-use allowed.


				

				

					
Statement of Liability


					
While we have sought to ensure there are no intellectual property rights in the material that would prevent copying and other re-use, please note that material on this website marked with a Creative Commons license is released on an as-is basis and with no representations or warranties of any kind, to the greatest extent permissible by law. Subject to any liability which may not be excluded or limited by law, the Victoria University Library shall not be liable on any legal basis (including without limitation negligence) and hereby expressly excludes all liability for loss or damage howsoever and whenever caused to you.
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