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Everyone wants a Cappicade




Everyone wants a 
Cappicade




Cappicade is set for record sales this year.



The Publications Board has approved the printing of 40,000 copies of the magazine and 
Cappicade Distribution Manager Con Anastasiou is fairly confident that most of the copies will be sold. 28,000 copies were printed last year and sales reached about 27,000—a very high proportion of the total number printed.



Cappicade itself looks like being highly controversial. Editor Roger Hall says that, while humour and satire have intruded themselves upon the magazine. 
Cappicade will this year be "essentially pornographic in character." Mr Hall says that smut has not been his sole concern, however. "We decided that if the magazine could not be 100% filth, we should make some attempt at provoking a national scandal. This we believe we have done with an investigative article on Karori which, I confidently expect, will halve land values in that area." Mr Hall has also, he says, livened up the list of graduands through the use of what he described as "miscellaneous devices."



Cappicade has been refused by four printers and at the time this edition of 
Salient went to print the Wanganui Chronicle Company, printers of 
Salient, seemed to be 
Cappicade's last hope. Sales have also been severely promoted by the action of a number of city, borough and county councils in banning sales. Mr Hall says that he expects that as many as fifty local authorities may ultimately agree that 
Cappicade should under no circumstances be sold to members of the East Coast and Bays Catholic Women's Guild.



Cappicade is set for record sales this year.
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Logan to Resign


Controversial Students' Association representative on the University Council, Bill Logan, is to resign "towards the end of May".


Mr Logan says that from the beginning of the second term an important seminar which he must attend will clash with times of Council meetings and, as a consequence, he will be unable to attend meetings.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Student Newspaper. Volume 33, No. 5 22 April 1970

[advert]






[image: BREAK-AWAY with your Bursary ... . . . make a dash to the National Bank. For simple, safe, efficient banking. Cheque and Savings Accounts—computerised services. The National Bank OF NEW ZEALAND LIMITED—YOUR FRIENDLY BANK Branches and Agencies throughout New Zealand 2988]










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Student Newspaper. Volume 33, No. 5 22 April 1970

Demo Soon






Demo Soon



An anti-Tour demonstration is to be held outside the NZ Rugby Football Union's Annual Conference on Thursday. 30 April.




Hart Chairman Trevor Richards says he expects that the demonstration—to commence about 1 pm—should consist of at least 1000 people.


Anti-Tour demonstrations will also be held simultaneously in Auckland, Hamilton, Christchurch, Dunedin and possibly other centres.


Mr Richards says the obvious target for demonstrations against the Tour of South Africa and Rhodesia is the Rugby Football Union. The trials will also provide an opportunity for the expression of dissent, he says.


"The purpose of the demonstrations," says Mr Richards, "is two-fold: to stop the Tour and, more immediately, to impress upon the Rugby Football Union that they must publicly discuss the question of a tour to South Africa and Rhodesia. This they have so far refused to do."
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Open Day


Three thousand members of the public visited the University on Open Day.


The number of visitors was not as great as it has been in previous years. This was probably due to the fact that secondary schools were not invited to send pupils this year and also that many of the public have seen the University at work on previous Open Days. Both Miss Penny Beckett, the Open Day Controller, and President Margaret Bryson said the day had gone most successfully.


There were open lectures at all hours throughout the day, but especially arranged activities and guided tours of the Library and other areas of the University proved to be most popular. Forum was particularly well attended—both by the public and students themselves. One member of the public, a former graduate of the University, spoke. He praised today's students for their ideals.


The electronic music studio was also well patronised. Professor Lilburn was busy throughout the day explaining electronic music to several hundred visitors, both public and students. The creche was kept busy most of the day. Other popular activities were readings of poetry and the performance of a play by members of the Literary and Drama Societies respectively, concerts put on by the Folk Club and Music Society, a fencing and judo display, and two debates in the Theatre.




[image: Margaret Bryson entertaining an Open Day guest]

Margaret Bryson entertaining an Open Day guest

Alan Browne
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Big Cultural Grant



$3000 has been allocated for cultural affairs in 1970.



In addition to this, an interest-free loan of $1000 has been granted to the Cultural Affairs Committee "for development of the arts in 1970."


The Publications Officer, Graham Collins, and Treasurer Gary Langford dissented from the motion which granted the Cultural Affairs Committee a budget of $3000 in 1970. The motion which approved the granting of an interest-free loan of $1000 was carried without dissention.


In further motions relating to cultural affairs, the Executive decided:




	1.
	That this Association accept no financial responsibility for the Shakespearean Festival and do strongly advise the Shakespearean Committee to incorporate as a society.


	2.
	That a cash float of $1000 be made available for an Arts Festival Account; the signatories to be the Arts Festival Controller, the Arts Festival Treasurer and the Association Treasurer.


	3.
	That the Men's Vice-President, Cultural Affairs Officer and Treasurer investigate the proposed loan to the Cultural Affairs Committee.
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Chief 'Justice': Honorary White



A move to exclude Sir Richard Wild, the Chief Justice, from the Student Union Building was defeated at the AGM on 6 April.



This action was a protest against his statement of support for the South African tour by the All Blacks at an NZRFU dinner.



But in an amendment to another motion Sir Richard was declared an "honorary white".


Debate was heated on the motion excluding the Chief Justice from the Union Building at all times. It was generally felt that as the second receiver of the Government, he should not prejudice an issue with his opinion.


Immediate Past President Gerard Curry said that the Chief Justice had never said that apartheid was a good policy. However, he was disturbed that the Chief Justice should express a personal opinion in public on the matter at all.


"Are we going to exclude everyone who disagrees with us?" he asked. Freedom of speech was the hallmark of a university and to exclude Sir Richard was not in keeping with this spirit.


Several speakers, although agreeing that Sir Richard should receive some indication as to the intense feeling aroused, thought that the barring measure was unenforcible.


Association Secretary Denis Phelps said, "We are facing a clear issue. We want to hit him in a soft spot."


The motion was put and lost 54-75.


John Eade moved a foreshadowed motion: 
That this Association do strongly condemn the comments of the Chief Justice. Sir Richard Wild on the Rugby Tour and do deplore the use of his high office to lend respectability to an immoral and degrading tour.


Simon Arnold moved an amendment '. . . and that Sir Richard be declared an honorary black.' Following a suggestion from the floor he changed this to '. . . and that the Chief Justice be declared an honorary white.'


Sir Richard was later invited by the AGM to publicly debate on the question of the South African Rugby Tour.
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Town and Clown


The dreary round of Capping activities is shortly to be upon us again.


Last year's stunts were in such bad taste that one hopes that any suggestion of repetition will not be tolerated. For Gerard Curry to arrange for a grand piano to be dropped from a height onto the back of an American convertible car and then to drive the whole ("like a mad man", the Magistrate said) down Manners Street during the lunch hour was at the height of bad taste. To assert, as Mr Curry did in his defence, that this grotesque performance was intended to constitute a "witty assertion of the irrelevance of material values" was to be devastatingly naive about the tenuous nature of town/gown relations.


Reference to two other stunts perpetrated in recent years will, I am certain, convince readers of the futility and essentially tasteless character of most Capping stunts. The first of these was the infamous 'Paper-mache President' hoax (Code name: Doug White) of 1968; a silly, unfunny stunt, drawn out far beyond any term which could possibly be justified by its perpetrators. The second stunt to which I will refer was perhaps the most deplorable incident in which students are ever likely to be involved. This was the establishment in 1956 of the 'Security Service'. This stunt got quite out of hand. Reminders of it persist until this day as other would-be humourists masquerade as 'officers' of the 'Security Service', tap 'phones, and operate 'agents' on campus, employ people who are currently undertaking degree courses to 'spy' on their fellow students, examine ballot papers in order to identify people who vote for the Communist Party and so on.


This year, far from involving themselves in stunts as in past years, members of the Executive must act with the decorum which we have a right to expect of our representatives. They must, in fact, go further than this: they must take a strong hand in controlling stunts. As to the stunts themselves, I suggest that someone put some green dye in that bucket thing in the Mall. That would be most amusing.
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Letters to the Editor




Portuguese Imperialism




Sir,




With all that is being written about Laos and Cambodia and all that has been written about Vietnam, I feel your readers' attention should be drawn to the injustices now being committed in Africa by Portugal and in Portugal itself by one class against another. The following facts speak for themselves.


According to authoritative estimates, including those of the Institute of Strategic Studies, London (in The 
Military Balance—1968/69), the combined total of Portuguese troops in Africa is about 115, 000—55,000 in Angola, 40,000 in Mozambique and 20,000 in Guinea-Bissau. The total strength of the Portuguese armed forces is over 180,000; the total number of reservists amounts to 500,000—out of a population of nine million.


Military expenditure has increased dramatically since the outbreak of guerilla warfare in 1961; currently it absorbs nearly half of the entire Portuguese budget, leaving aside the further allocations from the budgets of the territories concerned. Defence costs take up 6-8% of the GNP—the highest percentage in Europe, excepting the Soviet Union, whose expenditure includes space and atomic programmes.


Only the undemocratic character of Portuguese rule, censorship and secret police, could explain this state of affairs. While the war economy is actually profitable to certain Portuguese businessmen, foreign investors, and higher ranking Army officers, the burden falls upon the average Portuguese youth. The military effort entails conscription of all males at the age of 21, for periods ranging up to four years—with no provision whatsoever for conscientious objection. The bulk of the Portuguese forces is derived from the peasant class, a third of which is illiterate.





T. Coogan





(The writer wishes to thank Senor Antonio de Figueiredo for supplying some of the information in the above letter).








Salient censured?




Sir,




When are you going to do something about censorship of 
Salient? In an article in 
Salient (dated 7/4/70), that shall remain unnamed, Dennis O'Brien wrote, and you published, a number of swear words!


This word can be described as a substitute for the word "fornication", and it was printed no less than 
19 
Times.


How can you sleep at night, knowing you have distributed a potentially corruptive word among the reportedly sexually ignorant students of Victoria University?





Mike Burns








Marijuana and students




Sir,




For years I have watched the activities of students, and have felt many emotions, because of such. Gladness, coldness, surprise, sickness, contempt and anger, as well as pity and yes, compassion, have moved me at times.


You are all very young and your education does not begin in earnest until your university days are over and each one of you must face up to, and make unique decisions, without the help, co-operative or otherwise, of any other person but the first.


How blindly you call into being associations for this or for that, and, despite your learning, how often you overlook the qualities possessed by many who have not even entered any university and yet are most wise on any issue.


Have any of you known the true heartbreak of parents who have watched their son or daughter in hell because of drug addiction?


If any of you do, I am certain that he or she is not sympathetic towards legalising marijuana. And do not try to justify that stuff if you have not experienced the hopelessness of people who have smoked marijuana become addicted to it, and craved stronger drugs as a result.


Are any of you Christians?


If any of you are, you will not be encouraging the downfall of any other person. Are any of you anti-Christ? Any of you who are, will not give a darn about who might have to suffer if marijuana is made legal.


Your reward will be the temporary one of satisfaction in having your own way for no other reason than that because you are young and a university student.


I will add that the argument held by the champions of legalising marijuana that it is not a habit-forming drug, holds no water, against the truth that drugs of any kind have no power over any balanced person, and because of that, balanced people see clearly that they hold the responsibility of abolishing marijuana from the respectability of legality for the sakes of others who are not so balanced, and through no fault of their own, have no protection other than that offered by the strength of balanced people to ward off the temptation, by openly and fearlessly opposing the people who are not concerned with the misery of others, but whom are at liberty to enlist the same help when and if it is ever needed.




Mrs V.M. Downey








Adelaide/Auckland International Film Festival




Sir,




Last year we held the 1st International Film Festival in Auckland. Several Wellington students complained to me later that the Festival was not publicised in Wellington, since they would have come to Auckland for it, had they known about it.


Since the Festival is a non-profit venture, run on a shoestring budget, we can't afford to buy adverts outside Auckland; we therefore depend upon any publicity we can get from student newspapers and other sympathetic sources. We would be extremely grateful if you (or your film reviewer) could mention the Festival in 
Salient so that Wellington students will know about it this time. I enclose the provisional list of titles (which includes Fellini, Bresson, etc.). I'd be happy to send you more information if you're interested.


The Festival will be held in Auckland from 17-30 July.




Roger Horrocks


30 Waima Crescent
Titirangi
Auckland 7.







Feature films entered at 19 March:



Netherland—"Monsieur Hawarden", "Voice over the water"



Belgium-"Bruno: Sunday's child"



Canada-"Don't let the Angels Fall", Christopher's movie matinee", "Crimes of the future"



Poland—"Days of Matthew"



Bulgaria—"The eight"



Hungary—"Confrontation"



Japan—"The day the sun rose", "Legends of a southern island"



France—"La vie I'envers" (Life upside down), "La Piscine" (The sinners or The swimming pool)



Israel—"A woman's case"



Being negotiated for Adelaide and Auckland:



England—"Herostratus", "Chimes at Midnight" (Falstaff)



France—"Mouchette" plus one other Bresson possibly, "Passion of Joan of Arc"



Being negotiated for Auckland:



Denmark—"Portrait of a boy" (Once there was a war)



Apparently secured for Adelaide and hopeful for Auckland:



Italy—"Satyricon" (Fellini)



35mm short films entered so far from Bulgaria, Ceylon, Holland, Poland, Hungary, Canada and New Zealand.



16mm (mostly) short films from Britain, Israel and United States.
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Sir,




With all that is being written about Laos and Cambodia and all that has been written about Vietnam, I feel your readers' attention should be drawn to the injustices now being committed in Africa by Portugal and in Portugal itself by one class against another. The following facts speak for themselves.


According to authoritative estimates, including those of the Institute of Strategic Studies, London (in The 
Military Balance—1968/69), the combined total of Portuguese troops in Africa is about 115, 000—55,000 in Angola, 40,000 in Mozambique and 20,000 in Guinea-Bissau. The total strength of the Portuguese armed forces is over 180,000; the total number of reservists amounts to 500,000—out of a population of nine million.


Military expenditure has increased dramatically since the outbreak of guerilla warfare in 1961; currently it absorbs nearly half of the entire Portuguese budget, leaving aside the further allocations from the budgets of the territories concerned. Defence costs take up 6-8% of the GNP—the highest percentage in Europe, excepting the Soviet Union, whose expenditure includes space and atomic programmes.


Only the undemocratic character of Portuguese rule, censorship and secret police, could explain this state of affairs. While the war economy is actually profitable to certain Portuguese businessmen, foreign investors, and higher ranking Army officers, the burden falls upon the average Portuguese youth. The military effort entails conscription of all males at the age of 21, for periods ranging up to four years—with no provision whatsoever for conscientious objection. The bulk of the Portuguese forces is derived from the peasant class, a third of which is illiterate.





T. Coogan





(The writer wishes to thank Senor Antonio de Figueiredo for supplying some of the information in the above letter).
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Sir,




When are you going to do something about censorship of 
Salient? In an article in 
Salient (dated 7/4/70), that shall remain unnamed, Dennis O'Brien wrote, and you published, a number of swear words!


This word can be described as a substitute for the word "fornication", and it was printed no less than 
19 
Times.


How can you sleep at night, knowing you have distributed a potentially corruptive word among the reportedly sexually ignorant students of Victoria University?





Mike Burns
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Sir,




For years I have watched the activities of students, and have felt many emotions, because of such. Gladness, coldness, surprise, sickness, contempt and anger, as well as pity and yes, compassion, have moved me at times.


You are all very young and your education does not begin in earnest until your university days are over and each one of you must face up to, and make unique decisions, without the help, co-operative or otherwise, of any other person but the first.


How blindly you call into being associations for this or for that, and, despite your learning, how often you overlook the qualities possessed by many who have not even entered any university and yet are most wise on any issue.


Have any of you known the true heartbreak of parents who have watched their son or daughter in hell because of drug addiction?


If any of you do, I am certain that he or she is not sympathetic towards legalising marijuana. And do not try to justify that stuff if you have not experienced the hopelessness of people who have smoked marijuana become addicted to it, and craved stronger drugs as a result.


Are any of you Christians?


If any of you are, you will not be encouraging the downfall of any other person. Are any of you anti-Christ? Any of you who are, will not give a darn about who might have to suffer if marijuana is made legal.


Your reward will be the temporary one of satisfaction in having your own way for no other reason than that because you are young and a university student.


I will add that the argument held by the champions of legalising marijuana that it is not a habit-forming drug, holds no water, against the truth that drugs of any kind have no power over any balanced person, and because of that, balanced people see clearly that they hold the responsibility of abolishing marijuana from the respectability of legality for the sakes of others who are not so balanced, and through no fault of their own, have no protection other than that offered by the strength of balanced people to ward off the temptation, by openly and fearlessly opposing the people who are not concerned with the misery of others, but whom are at liberty to enlist the same help when and if it is ever needed.
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Sir,




Last year we held the 1st International Film Festival in Auckland. Several Wellington students complained to me later that the Festival was not publicised in Wellington, since they would have come to Auckland for it, had they known about it.


Since the Festival is a non-profit venture, run on a shoestring budget, we can't afford to buy adverts outside Auckland; we therefore depend upon any publicity we can get from student newspapers and other sympathetic sources. We would be extremely grateful if you (or your film reviewer) could mention the Festival in 
Salient so that Wellington students will know about it this time. I enclose the provisional list of titles (which includes Fellini, Bresson, etc.). I'd be happy to send you more information if you're interested.


The Festival will be held in Auckland from 17-30 July.




Roger Horrocks


30 Waima Crescent
Titirangi
Auckland 7.







Feature films entered at 19 March:



Netherland—"Monsieur Hawarden", "Voice over the water"



Belgium-"Bruno: Sunday's child"



Canada-"Don't let the Angels Fall", Christopher's movie matinee", "Crimes of the future"



Poland—"Days of Matthew"



Bulgaria—"The eight"



Hungary—"Confrontation"



Japan—"The day the sun rose", "Legends of a southern island"



France—"La vie I'envers" (Life upside down), "La Piscine" (The sinners or The swimming pool)



Israel—"A woman's case"



Being negotiated for Adelaide and Auckland:



England—"Herostratus", "Chimes at Midnight" (Falstaff)



France—"Mouchette" plus one other Bresson possibly, "Passion of Joan of Arc"



Being negotiated for Auckland:



Denmark—"Portrait of a boy" (Once there was a war)



Apparently secured for Adelaide and hopeful for Auckland:



Italy—"Satyricon" (Fellini)



35mm short films entered so far from Bulgaria, Ceylon, Holland, Poland, Hungary, Canada and New Zealand.



16mm (mostly) short films from Britain, Israel and United States.
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SGM Called on Graduands' Dinners



A special general meeting has been called to discuss subsidies for graduands' dinners.



The Meeting has been called by three members of the Executive—Leslie Jacobs, Graeme Nesbitt and Denis Phelps—to discuss a motion which reads "that there be no subsidy on graduands' dinners for 1970".


This motion arises from a motion carried at an Executive meeting on 14 April. That motion read "That the Graduates' dinners be subsidised in 1970 to the extent of two dollars per graduand" Leslie Jacobs and Messrs Phelps and Nesbitt dissented from the Executive motion.


Last year, subsidies for graduands' dinners amounted to $780. Margaret Bryson said that Capping Ball profits should be use to subsidise graduands' dinners. Denis Phelps said that the use of Capping Ball profits was completely irrelevant to the question of subsidies for the dinners. Only about half of the graduands attend the dinners, he said.
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SRC House Committee



A House Committee of the SRC has been established.


The Committee consists of four nominees of the SRC and all student representatives of the Student Union Management Committee.


Bill Logan, who proposed the SRC motion establishing the House Committee, said he expected that the Committee would establish an Association policy on matters raised in Management Committee and would perform functions around the Union Buildings, such as the administration of the use of notice boards. He said that he also felt that more people should be drawn into the work of the Management Committee and establishment of the House Committee seemed to be one way to do this.


Denis Phelps, Association Secretary, opposed the formation of the House Committee, claiming that "it is an utter waste of time." He said "we should aim to take over the Management Committee, not form a new committee."
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Procesh Budget has been slightly increased on last year's allocation.


$485 was voted by the Executive on 14 April. Last year's expenses were $462.


Colin Knox, Man Vice President, said that the executive may have been prepared to vote more money for 
Procesh if the 
Procesh Controller had been present at the meeting.
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Payments increased



Substantial increases have been made in the honoraria paid to the Association President and the 
Salient Editor.


In addition, a number of previously unpaid officers of the Association are now to receive payment.


These decisions were made at the Annual General Meeting on 6 April. A total of $3620 was allocated for payments.


The President's honorarium was increased from $400 to $1000 and the 
Salient Editor's scholarship was increased from $400 to $700.


In addition, $450 was allocated to the 
Salient Editor to distribute amongst his staff at his discretion provided that the way in which this sum is distributed must be accounted for to the Publications Board and the Editor himself does not receive any of the money.


Further honoraria were distributed as follows:


	Students' Association Secretary $250,

	Cappicade Editor $250,

	Arts Festival Controller $150,

	Students' Association Treasurer $100,

	Argot Editor $20 per issue,

	Treasurer of Publications Board $100,

	Handbook Editor $50,

	Orientation Controller $50,

	Open Day Controller $50,

	and the Publications Officer, Sports Officer, Cultural Affairs Officer. Men's Vice-President and Women's Vice-President—$50 each.




Except for the President's honorarium, these amounts were as recommended by the Publications Review Committee.


There was some concern expressed as to the total amount of the honoraria. The meeting recognised though, that generally each amount could not be begrudged.


Mr G. Curry said that as the Executive had been pruned and as the nature of the Association had undergone radical change over a short period, the position of President required an incentive because of the heavy workload.


"It would be a shame to exclude students because of lack of finance," he said.


Mr Curry said that to have a student as president was the most desirable of any alternative and that the student body would probably have to start thinking in terms of a full-time president with a bursary replacement or substitution. "As it was the full amount of $800 was fully justified," he said.


It was pointed out by Mr Grocott, NZUSA President, that $800 was the same amount as the honorarium of the Waikato President.


After being asked from the floor to justify the hours the president put into student affairs, Mr van der Schaaf moved that $800 be deleted and $1000 be substituted.


The amendment and the substantive motion were carried unanimously.
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Otago Cooling Down



The Otago University Students' Association has paid its full NZUSA fees and there now appears to be no immediate prospect of a withdrawal by Otago from the national student union.


Paul Grocott, NZUSA President, made the following statement last week: "Otago are assessing the results of Faster Council insofar as their own Association is concerned. One important development is that the question of capping magazine sales seems to have been put into perspective and is not now regarded as a crucial issue by Otago students generally. Instead, Otago students and their representatives are evaluating the role of the national student body and, in particular, the advantages this body has for them." Mr Grocott said that "apart from informal discussions, it seems that no further action will be taken by Otago until after the National Executive meeting on 26 April. As far as I know, Otago President Errol Millar will be present at that meeting. One of NZUSA's present tasks must be to make Otago students aware of the purpose and functions of the Association in order that any decision taken at Otago is made with knowledge of all the information available."


Otago has taken an active part in NZUSA activities since Easter, Mr Grocott said. He cited the fact that Otago had proceeded with arrangements for the printing of a mental health booklet which NZUSA is sponsoring had taken part in submissions to the Department of Labour on behalf of overseas students, and had participated in reorganisation of the New Zealand Universities' Arts Council.



National Executive Meeting


The 26 April National Executive meeting—a meeting in Wellington of all Students' Association Presidents—will be largely taken up with discussion of the future role of NZUSA. Among the suggestions to be considered will be a proposed change of name. Auckland University delegates at Easter Council suggested Association of New Zealand Students (ANZS). National Union of Australian University Students President Gregor Macaulay said at Easter Council that his Association too was considering a name change-primarily because of the number of non-university tertiary bodies which were affiliating to the Union. Australian National Union of Students had been rejected as a suggestion for the new name because of the connotations of its abbreviated form.
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Editor resigns



The Editor of 
Focus has resigned.



In a press statement issued towards the end of last month, the NZUSA President, Paul Grocott, said he had received Barrie Saunders' resignation.


In the statement, Mr Grocott said that Mr Saunders had resigned "following pressure from the Director-General of the NZBC, Mr Gilbert Stringer." The NZBC had given two effective alternatives—to resign from the Editorship of 
Focus or to resign from the NZBC. Mr Saunders had no alternative, Mr Grocott said, but to resign as 
Focus Editor.


Mr Grocott said that NZUSA "deplores the attitude which the Director-General has taken in this matter. The suggestion that any conflict of interest exists between NZBC duties and the Editorship of 
Focus is quite incomprehensible. Does Mr Saunders' change of status make him any more or less capable of objectively assessing public issues? We feel that the NZBC itself, by placing unnecessary restrictions upon the extracurricular activities of its employees is imposing a narrow outlook on its staff which does little to encourage an unbiased presentation of current affairs."


Mr Grocott said that he had had an interview with Mr Stringer in which "one by one, my arguments were listened to and commented on. There was a conflict of interest as far as the NZBC was concerned. As far as a suggestion that identification be removed from the editorial went, this was not satisfactory to the NZBC. It was quite clear, the Director-General said, that the Broadcasting Corporation must be seen to be impartial."




[image: Barrie Saunders]
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Mr Grocott stressed that he hadn't been convinced by what the Director-General had said. However, "neither was the Director-General convinced by what I had to say. Mr Stringer simply said that NZBC employees were informed of the terms of their employment upon appointment and if they could not accept these terms they could not work for the NZBC." Mr Grocott said that Mr Stringer has been anxious to make it clear that the Corporation wanted to be cooperative with the university community. Mr Stringer's last words to him, Mr Grocott said, were "and tell all your friends that the NZBC wants to be friends with the universities."


Considerable interest has been expressed in the Editorship of 
Focus, following the resignation of Barrie Saunders (see other story), and in the election of members of the 
Focus Administration Board.



NZUSA President Paul Grocott said last week that he had received four confirmed applications for the position of Editor of 
Focus and several enquiries about the position.


Confirmed applications had been received from Don Hill, the current Technical Editor of 
Focus; Bill Gruar, the 1968 
Canta Editor; Jim Hopkins, a member of the 
Canta staff for three years and Chief Reporter in 1969; and Charles Draper, 1969 Education Vice-President and former 
Critic Editor.




Focus Administration Board


There are five candidacies for the two vacant positions on the 
Focus Administration Board. The positions are those of ordinary member and Chairman.


Simon Arnold was the only applicant for the Chairmanship of the Board by the middle of last week, although Hugh Rennie, last year's 
Focus Editor, had, to quote Paul Grocott, "indicated an interest in the Chairmanship." Mr Rennie is a present member of the Board and if he is elected to the Chairmanship there will be two vacancies amongst the ordinary members.


Candidates for positions on the Board as ordinary members include Mr Arnold, Bill Logan, Lindsay Wright, NZUSA's Research Officer and a past member of the Board, and David Caygill, Publications Officer at Canterbury University.


Paul Grocott said that he felt that at least one of the appointees should be a current student and said he was pleased that all four applicants for the position of ordinary member of the Board were in fact full-time and enrolled students. He said that the Board has informally agreed to co-opt Miss Pauline Swain onto the Board as Secretary and this will be confirmed at the Board's next meeting. As a co-opted member, Miss Swain will have full voting rights. Her appointment, along with that of any other co-opted member, must be confirmed by an NZUSA Executive meeting.


Mr Grocott said that the, Administration Board will also consider the question of further co-options at its next meeting. If such co-options are made, they will' also be confirmed at an Executive meeting. Provision exists in the constitution of the Board for co-option of up to three members.
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Levenbach criticised once again....


More than 130 students have made written complaints about Cafeteria food and service.


The following motions were passed at the AGM on 6 April:




	
1.
	
That this Association is dissatisfied with the services provided by F. Levenbach Catering Co. Ltd. and directs its representatives on Student Union Management Committee to ensure that the catering contract be opened to tender at the earliest opportunity;


	
2.
	
That this Association support with all means at its disposal any moves by the employees of F. Levenbach Catering Ltd. to gain proper payment and conditions in line with ruling rates in the Wellington area;


	
3.
	
That this Association take direct action in support of any employee of F. Levenbach Catering Ltd. who is victimised for demanding his or her rights as set out by the particular award;


	
4.
	
That if the Management Committee receive information that F. Levenbach is not fulfilling his contract, it give him 14 days notice;


	
5.
	
That the Management Committee publicise in Newsheet the rights of students with respect to the catering facilities offered by F. Levenbach Catering Ltd.



These resolutions were referred to the Student Union Management Committee. The day following the AGM, the Catering Sub-Committee of the Management Committee discussed the resolutions. The Sub-Committee asked the Students' Association for details, together with specific examples wherever possible, of the points of dissatisfaction students have with the catering contract.


Since the Sub-Committee, the Association Office has received complaints and suggestions from more than 130 students. Many of these complaints were not received until just before the Student Union Management Committee meeting which was called for 15 April.


The Management Committee was most anxious that the complaints and suggestions be considered carefully and discussed with Mr Levenbach. The Committee resolved that the Catering Sub-Committee should consider the complaints made on the catering arrangements. It should also communicate with Mr Levenbach and discuss suggested improvement with him together with any matters raised by him and report back to the Student Union Management Committee.


The membership of the Catering Sub-Committee for 1970 is as follows: Malcolm McCaw (Chairman), Margaret Bryson, Denis Phelps, Bob Phelps, Kevin O'Brien, John McGrath, Gerald Curry and Ian Boyd.



First Floor Dining Room


Dissatisfaction has also been voiced on the operation of the first floor dining room. Because the Committee is anxious to know what service members of the University want in this room, the following resolution was passed:



That the Catering Sub-Committee be asked to consider the catering arrangements for the first floor dining room at the earliest possible opportunity and to invite member, of the Students' Association who have expressed dissatisfaction with these arrangements to meet members of the Catering Sub-Committee on 17 April.


After these discussions the Catering Sub-Committee will discuss arrangements for the first floor dining room with Mr Levenbach and his Accountants.



1969 Accounts


The Committee discussed the dining room and shop accounts for 1969. A comparison was made on the trading position over the last 5 years.


The net loss on student meals in 1969 was $2,187, the total profit on the dining room and shop being $5,231.


Over the years 1965-1969 the total loss on student meals and the shop was $5,497.


In the same period the gross fees paid to the Student Union Building fund by the caterer for private functions held in the Union was $34,521. The amount paid in 1969 by the caterer for private functions was $6,243.


Since the catering contractor started operating in the University in 1963, the University has obtained over $47,000 from the non-University functions held in the Union. This money has been used to help finance the present Student Union extensions and amounts to over 25% of the total contribution to the cost of the extensions.


Negotiations between F. Levenbach Catering Ltd. and the University at the end of last year resulted in an increased percentage being paid by the caterer for private functions held in the Union. The Student Union now receives 10% of the gross catering charge for all private functions held in the Union.
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"Hi! Mind if I join you? I'm the fighting priest who isn't afraid to talk to the young. Maybe you read about me in Look."
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Rands on Rands



The Visual Arts Club on 3 April heard Collette Rands speak on her own work.


A collection of her paintings was recently on display in the library foyer.


"Most of the paintings are called Wellington Land. They tend to be in earthen, organic forms," she said.


"I react against any easy reactions to my paintings. I aim to make people feel that they are not to get caught up in the illusion. I try to do away with the painting. I try to minimise the conditioned reaction, the '. . . . that hill is just like the one near . . .' reaction."


"You have to learn how to read paintings," she said. We interpret photographs automatically yet "the eskimos could not comprehend a photo when they first saw it."


Collette was asked if Colin McMahon has influenced her work. She replied, "we're both interested in simplicity of means and honesty of canvas, but I am more concerned than he with technique. Colin is especially concerned with immediacy and emotion in his paintings."


Replying to a question about the dominant land theme in her paintings Collette said, "I feel this is because the land is so strong in New Zealand. People are aware of their own impermanence."
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Exclusion Committee



A permanent 'Exclusion Review Committee' is to be set up to consider applications for readmission from excluded students.



The Committee was established at the 10 April meeting of the Joint committee of the Council, Professorial Board and Students' Association.


Its membership will consist of the convenor of the Academic Committee, a senior staff member from each faculty, a nominee of the Student Welfare Services and two student representatives.


Any student whose application for readmission following exclusion is refused by the Dean of the Faculty will automatically have his case referred to this committee.


The number of student reps, on this committee came in for some discussion. Margaret Bryson asked for the inclusion of three representatives but Mr McGrath, representing the Council, believed that there was only a case for one.


It was Mr McGrath's opinion that decisions by the Exclusion Review Committee could only be made by experienced academic members.


The Vice-Chancellor, Dr Taylor, on moving that there be two representatives, said that three might be a stumbling block and that he sensed some hardening of attitude amongst members of the Professorial Board on the question of student representation.


Provision for appellants to object to the presence of staff or student members on the Committee will be discussed at the next Joint Committee meeting.


Association President Margaret Bryson said that she was satisfied that the Joint Committee had adequately cleared up the matter. She said she was not disappointed in failing to get three representatives on the Exclusion Review Committee.


Miss Bryson believes that standards for exclusion will inevitably be tightened in the future. "The regulation of two units in two years is a good standard," she said. "Most appeals should not be allowed."
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Tour Protest



Victoria University students recently held a protest demonstration against the All Black Tour of South Africa.


President Margaret Bryson led about fifty students through town to the headquarters of the National Executive of the Rugby Football Union. The Executive was meeting for the last time before the tour.


Margaret Bryson, Trevor Richards and Bill Logan presented statements against the tour to Mr Sullivan. President of the NZRFU. These were made by Paul Grocott, NZUSA; Tom Potai, Maori Organization on Human Rights; Bill Logan. PYM; W.J. Knox, 
Fol; Mrs Tirakatene-Sullivan, M.P. Southern Maori; Margaret Bryson, VUWSA and Trevor Richards, 
Hart.


The students waited in the cold for half an hour and disbanded just after 5.00 p.m.


A rock concert planned to attract students before the march did not take place. Instead people were asked to air their views on the tour.


When nobody spoke, Miss Bryson accused the people in the main common room of apathy. "If you don't agree with the demonstration then stuff you," she said.
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Marijuana



The AGM has reaffirmed an SRC policy calling for the legalisation of the controlled use of marijuana.



Allegations that earlier decisions were not representative of the opinions of the student body were refuted by the voting of 124—47.


President Bryson said that she was annoyed that doubt was expressed about the SRC as the policy-making body of the Student's Association. "I want to make it quite clear that the SRC is the student policy-making body," she said. "The motions have been recommitted to clear up this doubt," she said.


A speaker to the motion said that as a chemistry graduate he could not accept cannabis as a narcotic with any degree of scientific truth. "No derivative of cannabis is a narcotic either chemically, medically or pharmacologically. It seems an anomaly that the law of the land should define cannabis as a narcotic when it is not," he said.


In opposition, Mr Joll, a social worker, said "How anyone of student level could question the findings of the World Health Organisation never fails to sicken or amuse me."


"It is not a scientific truth but a social truth that it can cause harm and lead to harder drugs," Mr Joll said.


Mr R. Smith provided some background to the NZUSA decisions. "Easter Council had its doubts that the evidence available on marijuna showed that it led to harder drugs," he said.


"The important point to remember is that the present legislation is leading to the formation of a criminal, drug-taking sub-culture," he said.


"It is not the prerogative of society to make moral choices for the individual. Blackmail by pushers can put marijuna smokers on to harder drugs because of the original offence," Mr Smith said.


In reply to a question from the floor, Miss Bryson said that the Easter Council decision would be fully documented as a press statement.


Mr P. Grocott, NZUSA President said that Easter Council was concerned about the abuse of drug taking and to curb the irresponsible handling of drugs NZUSA wanted the Government to distinguish between hard drugs and marijuana.


He said that he was aware that the Easter Council would have had adverse publicity. "But students' knowledge ought not to be thought to be slight," he said.
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Salient Interview



What is NUAUS trying to do? What's it about?


NUAUS was established in 1933. It got its first full-time education research officer back in the late fifties and from there it really started developing an education lobby for students. It sought a better deal in terms of more and better quality scholarships and campaigned for more money for education as a whole. It also campaigns for student representatives on all university governing bodies, student involvement in the curricula, and a different approach, as far as measuring criteria are concerned, towards examinations.


The Union has nineteen different Departments, five of which have a full time officer, like myself, in charge with a light secretarial staff. These are fields like 
Abschol, which is providing scholarships for Aboriginals where the Government doesn't and campaigning for a realisation of the needs of Aboriginals as a whole. NUAUS is concerned with action on social issues generally. It campaigns on a myriad of things in national affairs, bringing out quite a large number of publications in many fields.


We do more than just lobby the Government. We were, for example, the only group providing scholarships for all Aboriginals that wanted to enter tertiary educational institutions and for most in secondary education. The Government has taken over, providing a scholarship for tertiary education and for senior secondary. We are still, however, the only people providing them to any significant extent in the junior secondary and in the primary group.



You seem, from what I can gather, to be fighting on dozens of fronts: education, licensing laws, censorship, national service . . . how is this effort co-ordinated?


Well at the moment it isn't all co-ordinated. There is an officer who looks after each one of these sections. The local university provides the manpower. We try to help co-ordinate each section. Any university proceeds to take any task it likes.



Do you think that this is different to NZUSA?


No, it's much the same as NZUSA except that possibly NZUSA does not co-ordinate as much as we do on projects such as 
Abschol, for example.



What's the attitude of the students on the campuses to NUAUS?


It varies very much from campus to campus. Many people are dissatisfied with NUAUS on some issues while others support it very strongly. It often depends on whether the campus is an active one. If one campus is not interested in the needs of education or is not interested in 
Abschol or Papua-New Guinea, conscription, immigration, national service, they wouldn't get a peat deal out of NUAUS. They would still receive the welfare benefits—we run a huge travel business, our own friendly society, which includes opening our own discount pharmacies, and our own medical health insurance scheme.



Your style of student politics is a little different from ours—I'm thinking, for example, of the invasion of the SRC offices in Sydney.


There were two invasions. There was the occupation by activists of the administration building and the right-wing occupied the student buildings. The right-wingers didn't last long . . . The activists in the administration building lasted 22½ hours.
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Gregor Macaulay is the President of the National Union of Australian University Students. He attended NZUSA's Easter Council as an observer for NUAUS.





It seems that there's a gap between the administration and students in at least one of your universities. Is this general?


It's developing in most.



Is any of the blame attached to the students?


Some of it is attached to the students. Sometimes the students demands are unreasonable—at the time. But then you've got vice-chancellors, administrations and even professors and lecturers using harsh retaliatory tactics—then there's trouble. This is what has happened a couple of times. The universities have over-reacted. You've got people who believe that scholarships should be taken off students who are opposed to national service on the grounds that they're breaking Commonwealth law.


The National Civic Council, a very right-wing group, have set up small groups of people in the universities that are just bringing out broad-sheets denouncing student leaders as communists, claiming that the students are provoking the administration and making the old "any violence was caused by students, and the police were right" claim.



Who runs your universities in each state? Is there a local minister of education who is responsible for this?


No, each university is far more autonomous in Australia than it is here; they're run by a university council.



Is this why you have your problems principally with the academic or administrative people rather than with the Government?


Yes, and the universities and the students are fighting to keep this autonomy at a time when the Government thinks that the university student is getting a bit long-haired and should be controlled.



You were talking earlier about only one third of the students who applied for admission to Melbourne University actually being admitted. What were the grounds for rejecting the other ones?


Not enough passes.



What criteria do they use to admit people?


A certain number off the top of the academic scale get in—the rest get excluded. There are literally thousands not getting into tertiary education although they have matriculated, which is like your University Entrance. Paper qualifications to enter a university do not secure entry.



What are you doing about things like your relationship with South Africa—your relationship is probably closer than ours?


Yes, our relationship is economically closer than yours, more particularly with Rhodesia. We've been campaigning and we do this as actively as possible. It's usually more in terms of moral and verbal support. We publicise the question in our publications. I was one of the few people who spoke out against the cricket tour of South Africa. This didn't gain us a great deal, although, remarkably we've recently made some progress against sporting tours.


Opposing sporting tours is, however, scratching the surface—it's the economic aspect that we try to get at. We'll be putting propositions to trade union organisers. If you're going to oppose apartheid you should oppose it right down the line at all times; don't use, for example, tobacco which is still coming out from Rhodesia.


South Africa, however, isn't as big an issue in Australia as it is here because we have racism at home as embodied in attitudes towards Aboriginals and overseas students.



And you're trying to break this sort of thing down—do you feel you're winning or losing?


We're winning, very much so on the Aboriginal question and with it, on the other ones. But we've a long way to go.



The road that Australia seems to be taking is towards America.


This is beginning to be reversed, or at least curtailed. The pressure now against the open sell-out to the USA is such that the sell-out is being slowly curtailed as politics in Australia are being warmed up.



Do you think that the pro-US drift might be replaced by some form of nationalism?


No, I don't think we're ever going to return to the sort of isolationism that we've suffered from in the past. Not with the amount of immigration we've had.



What about Gorton's "fortress Australia?"


Oh, well. Gorton . . . I mean. Gorton says there is no inflationary problem and his own treasurer says there is one. He's just so hopeless, such an embarrassment it's unbelievable-even in terms of Australia he's a joke—to a lot of people.



What do you think of New Zealand's style of student politics, about the sort of matters that come up, and the way in which they are discussed?



Ok, One thing to start with; I only attended your Easter Council which, from what I can gather, your presidents and your more active students attend. What actually happens on the campuses and whether these people represent students' views completely, I couldn't judge. Compared to NUAUS the style is a little different, and a lot of it I think is a function of sire. NUAUS is a bigger organisation, there are more people at the table. The methods of discussing things is a little more formal and the issues are discussed more in principle and then a sub-committee or a conference during the year will sort out the details. An issue which was a battle here, like the capping book controversy, would never come to an NUAUS table.



What if, as it was in our case, the value of the national body was called into question?


The localised issue would be ruled out unless it was a matter concerning the majority of our eighteen constituents or unless it was an issue that was going to grow. For example fee increases in NSW became an issue because other States began to put theirs up too. It started off with one group of our constituents and spread. But minor battles between universities—and these go on—the rivalry between Australian universities is far greater than it is here—these never get considered.


Another difference is that there is more time spent on student welfare—our representation techniques are more developed and the lines of communication are a little more direct to decision-making processes.



Have students ever questioned the value of NUAUS?


Yes, and when this happens we lay out what we're doing for 75c—what it's being spent on, what NUAUS's activities are, and so on. Sometimes criticism has been a little ignorant—many people don't quite realise how much work's being done on most of the issues, and where the money is going.



Are you taking anything back that you actually learned from us? Do you think there's anything that we have that has any value?


I was interested in some of your Accommodation Officer's ideas on non-hall housing. This is becoming an important issue in Australia—the construction of flat-type units.


I also got some good ideas on potential methods of financing. Your idea about debentures to build your own building for NZUSA is an interesting one.


I have been able to have a long talk with the Cultural Affairs Council people and the travel people and I hope to develop further co-operation; joint ventures and exchanges and encouragement of Australian students to participate in your forthcoming congress and Am Council. We hope also to encourage more students from New Zealand to come over to our large Arts Festival which is held every two years.



What are some of the things which we could tidy up on?


I would say that if you really want to take on big social issues you need to get more support from trade unions, employers and white-collar workers. You should encourage more past students to support you. I think you should also press for more direct involvement in decision making—university financing, for example. In Australia all local student groups see our Australian University Commission—which is the equivalent of your Grants Commission—when they're drawing up their priorities. In short you should get to Government levels—spend a lot of time and effort hitting the decision making process where it matters.



What sort of possibilities are there for maintaining contact between Australian and New Zealand students?


One of your Council motions directed Paul Grocott and I to investigate the furtherance of a loose affiliation between the two organisations and I hope to develop this to get more direct involvement. I think you'll see the President and NUAUS officers coming over here more and we hope to see New Zealand leaders in Australia—we hope to see them coming to some of our specialist conferences as well as our full councils.


Another thing I'd like to see developed is more, inter-university exchange where you could do your post-graduate work in Australia instead of New Zealand, or vice versa.
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Sir Duncan Stout, ex-Chancellor of Victoria, has been made a life member of the VUW Students' Association.


Miss C. McGrath, speaking to the AGM of 6 April said that it was a high honour and that there were very few people who have received it.


"It is not an automatic gift," she said. "There are not many life members so it is a respected honour."


Niel Wright, having been granted speaking rights, said that although it was almost automatic that nominations like this were "rubber stamped," he thought that caution should be exercised in making nominations.


He felt that most students did know something of his work and that while he had reservations as to the ease of processing this honour, he urged support for the move.
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President Margaret Bryson has been directed to negotiate an exchange of 
Pow lists between North Vietnam and the US.


Miss Bryson was directed by the SRC on 9 April to write to the North Vietnamese Union of University Students seeking a list of all prisoners of war held in the Democratic Public of Vietnam (that is, North Vietnam).


She has also to write to the American Union of Students asking for a list of all North Vietnamese and other prisoners of war held by American forces in South Vietnam. If Miss Bryson is successful in obtaining the lists, they will be swapped between the two unions.


Mr Peter Craven, who proposed the SRC motion, had originally confined his suggestion to writing to the North Vietnamese Student Union only but his motion was amended to refer to both Unions. Mr Craven said his reasons for proposing the motion were humanitarian. "Anything that has a chance, no matter how remote, of relieving the suffering of those indirectly involved in the War is worth a try," he said.


"I don't think it will achieve anything but it's worth a try" said Margaret President when asked about the SRC directive.







Overseas Students' Seminar



Overseas students met on Saturday, 11 April, to discuss problems they encountered while studying in New Zealand.


The seminar was organized by the National Affairs Committee whose aim was to bring problems peculiar to overseas students to the attention of the Students' Association.


Such problems as New Zealand's immigration policy, accommodation and language difficulties were of basic concern, but numerous other problems were brought up by the students.


Miss Ruth Swatland, student counsellor, briefly addressed the meeting of about fifty. "We know overseas students have problems," She said. But she also pointed out I there are great similarities in the problems overseas students have and those New Zealand students have.


She appealed to overseas students to speak up about their problems and asked the meeting to consider far wider problems than those already known.


The meeting split up into small discussion groups. The NAC had prepared a topic sheet in order to find out what problems these students have.


The immigration policy of the Department of Labour received considerable discussion. Most overseas students were unaware of immigration policy. It was pointed out that the few rules the Department of Labour does have are unevenly applied.
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Some overseas students said they could not understand why the university readmitted them after not having gained two units in two years and the Department of Labour said they must leave New Zealand. The opinion of the meeting appeared to be that the University's decision should be final.


Accommodation was a sore point with some students. They claimed there appeared to be a breakdown in the service. Others claimed to have been misadvised on accommodation. But Margaret Bryson pointed out that this was the first year that the accommodation service was short of places for overseas students.


One student said that she had been advised that a place was waiting for her and just before she left for New Zealand she was told that there was no place for her. She had to arrange her own accommodation.


Many other problems were also raised. Advice on aspects of life in New Zealand was given by those New Zealanders present.


A request was made to establish a co-ordinating committee to co-ordinate the activities of the various overseas groups at Victoria. But this was already being planned by International Committee.


In the concluding discussion most felt that the true value of the meeting was that overseas students got to meet more people and that they now know where to look for help and advice.







Student Representation on Science Faculty Executive



Representatives of the Science Clubs Committee have been granted the right to attend meetings of the Science Faculty Executive.


They will only attend to discuss matters affecting students and to raise problems of the students.


Up until now, students have had no formal representation on the Science Faculty Executive. Other faculty executives have SRC representatives sitting in.


The Science Clubs Committee approached the Dean of the Science Faculty, Professor Salmon, and a previously existing informal arrangement was formalized.


The representatives on the Science Faculty Executive are not elected by SRC. But they are willing to be responsible to SRC. The representatives arc; Peter Cropp—Biochemistry Department, Tony Hurst—Physics Department, Al Rowlands—Botany Department.



Auckland re-examination



The Auckland University administration has asked for submissions from students, staff, and any other interested parties on the re-organisation of university government.



In a letter to the Students' Association Executive, the Vice-Chancellor, K.J. Maidment, has said that even radical proposals will be considered.


A circular printed by the administration says: 'Towards the close of 1969 the Council, having regard to the massive growth of the University of Auckland in recent years, appointed a committee on which Council, Senate, Lecturers and students were alike represented, to examine the effects of this growth upon the government of the University, and to make such recommendations as seemed appropriate for the removal of any weaknesses to which it may have given rise."


The Committee points out that it will be considering the composition of Council and Senate, the possible delegation of certain powers of Senate, the number and structure of faculties, the standing committees of Council and Senate, the nature of departmental headship, the question of student discipline, appointment of Deans and Deputy Vice-Chancellor, promotions, and the organisation of the student body.
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Some overseas students said they could not understand why the university readmitted them after not having gained two units in two years and the Department of Labour said they must leave New Zealand. The opinion of the meeting appeared to be that the University's decision should be final.


Accommodation was a sore point with some students. They claimed there appeared to be a breakdown in the service. Others claimed to have been misadvised on accommodation. But Margaret Bryson pointed out that this was the first year that the accommodation service was short of places for overseas students.


One student said that she had been advised that a place was waiting for her and just before she left for New Zealand she was told that there was no place for her. She had to arrange her own accommodation.


Many other problems were also raised. Advice on aspects of life in New Zealand was given by those New Zealanders present.


A request was made to establish a co-ordinating committee to co-ordinate the activities of the various overseas groups at Victoria. But this was already being planned by International Committee.
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Representatives of the Science Clubs Committee have been granted the right to attend meetings of the Science Faculty Executive.


They will only attend to discuss matters affecting students and to raise problems of the students.


Up until now, students have had no formal representation on the Science Faculty Executive. Other faculty executives have SRC representatives sitting in.


The Science Clubs Committee approached the Dean of the Science Faculty, Professor Salmon, and a previously existing informal arrangement was formalized.
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Lincoln Ex-President under Fire from Caclin —


Payne, panned



An SGM at Lincoln College to discuss a motion to the effect that Lincoln withdraw from NZUSA has been postponed until Lincoln President John Hayes returns from the 26 April National Executive meeting.


Mr Hayes had earlier announced his intention to move, at an SGM to be called on his return from Easter Council, that "Lincoln do withdraw from NZUSA".


Paul Grocott, NZUSA President, said that Mr Hayes had told him that the motion would be proposed in order to stimulate discussion of Lincoln's relationship to NZUSA and of the future role of the national union. Mr Grocott said that the Lincoln Executive has decided since Easter Council that an SGM should not be held until the NZUSA National Executive has met on 26 April and discussed the role of the Association. Mr Grocott says that it seems unlikely that a meeting at Lincoln along the lines suggested by Mr Hayes will be held before the end of this term.


1969 NZUSA International Vice President Trevor Richards said, when asked for comment on the postponement of the Lincoln SGM, that it was his opinion that "John Hayes shot his mouth off at Easter Council"


"For three Council meetings," said Mr Richards, "one gained the impression from Lincoln delegations that theirs was the most democratic student union in the nation. Recent events, however, would tend to reveal that as nothing more than a myth perpetrated by the Machiavelli of student politics, Roger Payne."


Mr Richards said that it appeared that John Hayes had postponed the SGM because he felt that he could not carry students with him on the motion to dissociate from NZUSA.


At Lincoln itself, student editor Steve Blakemore has been strongly critical in the latest issue of 
Caclin of some of the actions of John Hayes and Mr Hayes' predecessor as President, Mr Roger Payne. In an "Open Letter to Roger Payne', Mr Blakemore has the following to say:



Just what are your motives, Mr Payne? Following your recent actions one can only conjecture that they are to impose your views on Lincoln students at any cost and by any means, fair or foul.



By completely ignoring the LCSA Constitution and chairing your to-called 'continued A.G.M.' in a biased and bigoted manner, you have not only brought scorn and ridicule on Lincoln as a whole at Easter Council, but have placed the new President in a position where he is receiving the brunt of the blame for what were partly your actions.



We realise that you vowed and declared that Lincoln would remain dissociated from International Commission this year, but perhaps if the meeting you held was a representative one with senior students present and all students being allowed a fair say, such a motion would not have been passed.



Having heard you say many times that members of NZUSA are nothing but a pack of long haired pricks" gives you no justification to indoctrinate our new Exec, members on what to expect and how to act at Easter Council. To tell our new delegates to wear a suit at all times and to never discuss anything with other varsity delegates out of commission is a blatant example of your extreme right wing. Rotarian principles, whilst the instruction "if they question the AGM, just say it was shit-hot" is direct evidence that you yourself know and recognise that your actions have been undemocratic and unconstitutional.



We have a new Executive and President with a difficult job to do. Already you have increased the difficulty of their task by your Influence and actions. You are only a student now so how about letting them get on with the job and in that regard the sooner you depart for America the better.
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Living without Sex



Victoria students are not going to be given free copies of Canterbury University's controversial booklet 'Living with sex'.


A motion proposed by President Margaret Bryson to the effect that "the Association do order 2000 copies of the CUSA booklet 'Living with sex', to distribute free to students, at a cost of $100" was defeated on 14 April.


Other members of the Executive felt that the booklet should be sold rather than distributed free.
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The Association will again sponsor Procesh this year.


This was decided at the SRC on 9 April when a motion by Association Secretary Denis Phelps "That this association do not sponsor Procesh in 1970" was heavily defeated.


The large number present was interpreted by Mr Phelps as an indication of support for Procesh. "It's obvious they're here to vote against this motion," he said.


Speaking to the motion, he claimed that last year's Procesh "was a puerile exhibition that would be a disgrace to Primary School children. Money spent on Procesh would be better spent on cultural affairs" Mr Phelps maintained.


Last year's Procesh controller, Mike Fay, said that Procesh was expected by the public and did not present a poor image. Not one complaint or insurance claim was lodged after Procesh. 'The last time that happened," he said "was in 1968 when four girls claimed for laddered panty-hose. This year, I hope that number will be at least fourteen."


A number of those present said that Procesh was a good excuse for a booze-up and that they would vote against the motion because they "did not want to miss out on the opportunity this year."


Procesh came in for some sharp criticism from President Margaret Bryson, who called last year's effort "a complete and utter balls up." She said that while she thought stunts should continue, she would like to see more emphasis on charity work.


"Students should commit themselves to the spirit of Procesh," she said, "and not just to walking down the street like bloody idiots."
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A committee is to be established to report on the Association's role in NZUSA.


The Committee was established by the reconverted Annual General Meeting on 8 April and is specifically charged to prepare:




	1.
	An analysis of the costs and benefits of membership, including a projection of future costs;


	2.
	proposals for the financing of office accommodation for NZUSA;


	3.
	a report on the role and financing of 
Focus.
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The Ad Hoc Committee on Lecturers' Representation wants lecturers represented on all university committees.


The Committee has called a Special General Meeting of the Lecturers' Association in order to move the following motions:


"That this Association reaffirms its support for the policy of seeking representation for lecturers by lecturers on all university committees at least in equal numbers to those of any other group there represented, and in particular on the Joint Committee of Administration, staff, and students".


"That this Association has no confidence in the present executive of the Lecturers' Association".


The Ad Hoc Committee feels that the executive of the Lecturers' Association is turning away from the traditional policy of lecturers seeking representation on university committees.


It has been suggested that lecturers should seek representation on the Joint Committee in a 3:3:3:3 ratio of administration, staff, students, and lecturers. The present ratio is 4:4:4—administration, staff and students.


But the Chairman of the Lecturers' Association (Mr W.G. Malcolm) has issued a memorandum saying that the Association does not wish to press for lecturer representation on the Joint Committee. Further, none of the various questions considered by the Joint Committee have appeared to involve lecturers as a special and distinct group. Also, the Professorial Board has shown a readiness to appoint lecturers on many of its committees.


The Ad Hoc Committee has expressed faith in the work done by the professors. But they suggest it is preposterous that professors can fully represent the interests of the lecturers in all areas.


On 12 March the SRC passed a resolution welcoming increased representation by lecturers on the Committees of the university. The present attitude taken by the Lecturers' Association Executive indicates that no steps will be taken to achieve this representation.


Since the motion of SRC Lecturers' Association Executive has made the following remarks, both to a student representative and to a member of the Ad Hoc Committee on Lecturers Representation: "No further representation by lecturers on university committees is called for; the lecturers have complete confidence in the ability of their professors to present them", and "representation by lecturers on university committees is unnecessary."


The Ad Hoc Committee feels that these sentiments are not those of the lecturers, and wish to bring them to the lecturer's attention. The Committee says it has long been the, policy of lecturers to seek representation. It intends to reaffirm this policy for representation.
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Students Attack Exam System



Proposals which, If implemented, would virtually amount to a dismantling of the examination system, have been made by Auckland University students.


The proposals were made by student representatives at a Philosophy Department staff/student meeting and have created quite a stir at Auckland. One of the student representatives, Phil O'Carroll, said that "the general opinion was that the present final exams system is ridiculously overrated, that much more sensitive methods of assessment are necessary and that much more freedom and responsibility should be given to the student to choose his own way of proving himself."


The submissions presented were:




	1.
	That for every paper in the department, each student be assigned a year's work mark as well as a final exam mark.


	2.
	That a student's final grade or examination result' in each paper be the higher of these two marks.


	3.
	That a student fails a paper only if he fails both on his final exam mark and on his year's work mark.


	4.
	That no student enrolled in a given paper be prevented from sitting the final exam in that paper.


	5.
	That a year's work mark be assessed in each paper on the basis of a range of assignments given during the year.


	6.
	That tests, essays, tutorials and seminars can be treated as reliable measured for this purpose, if administered under certain conditions, for example: tests conducted in the lecture rooms, under supervision. These can take the form of one-hour essays, multiple-choice questions, or exercises. (In the case of essays, there should be one marker for all.)
Essays written in the student's own time. Each student, when collecting his essay from the staff member who has examined it, has a brief interview at which the essay is discussed. The staff member could explain his comments and ask the student further questions.
Seminars and tutorials, where numbers permit, can be assessed by the same staff members for the whole class.


	7.
	That the precise range of assignments for assessment in each paper be deckled upon by the staff and students taking that paper.



Student representatives in Psychology and Political Studies have entered the same proposals on agendas for discussion at their respective departmental staff/student meetings.
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Aspects of the production of Canterbury University's 
Capping Mag have been a cause of concern to the Canterbury Executive.


The co-editors of the magazine are now in Australia after earning "at least" $1200 between them.


One of the editors received $400 for laying out a magazine that reportedly consists largely of photographs. The other claimed $300 for selling advertising after an Advertising Manager had been appointed. The Advertising Manager was paid $100 compensation by the Canterbury Publications Officer.



Capping Mag has also been the centre of a controversy concerning an attempt to censor the magazine by the printers after the copy had been passed by a legal expert.
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Berkeley's February Riots:



In Protest about The Chicago Conspiracy Trial


On Monday, 15 February, the day contempt sentences were handed down to the Chicago 10, scattered bands of guerillas ran wild through thirty blocks of Berkeley. They left in their wake 13 injuries, 6 arrests and approximately $500,000 in damages. Berkeley is quiet today but seething with anger. An ad hoc citizen's group has formed to circulate a petition supporting the police force and demanding that all representatives at all levels of government which affect Berkeley and/or the University of California campus, provide ways and means for preventing the proliferation of revolutionary and subversive organisations in the city and on the campus. A letter in today's paper from a self-professed radical says he deplores the melee. The editorial of the student newspaper, 
The Daily Californian condemns the rampage as being against the true spirit of the revolution: a revolutionary must get the people on his side. The Berkeley city paper is calling for permanent helicopter patrols over the city.


As I write this I can hear sirens (Fire, police or ambulance?) whining through the downtown area. Berkeley can take a lot but this, the worst riot ever in the city in terms of the damage caused, coming two nights after the break up of a city council meeting, and one day after the bombings of both the San Francisco and the Berkeley police stations, has resulted in a tense polarisation of opinion. The radicals are veering more to the Weathermen style of protest. The property owners are demanding more police control and no permits for demonstrations.


The radicals here have felt impotent and frustrated since the People's Park War (14 May-20 June, 1968). Here the cause was just, the demonstrations orderly, the city sympathetic. It was the cops who "overreacted", blinding Alan Blanchard and killing James Rector. Between June and February the campus has been quiet and the rallies drawing small groups. The anti-tuition campaign has been weakened by the in-fighting among its leaders.


The Chicago contempt sentences seemed to unleash pent up frustration. The rally in Provo Park to try the U.S. government by a people's jury served to gather everyone together but no one wanted to listen to speeches. A voice shouted "Let's take Shattuck" and the crowd boiled into the streets to begin three hours of destruction and revenge.
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I was walking to the demonstration from the campus when this disorderly hysterical group smashed its way past me yelling "Kill the pigs!" and "Take the Park!". I kept asking if they had come from Provo Park. The only answer I got was from a guy who screamed "Join in, Chick!" and then leapt in front of me to smash a telephone kiosk with his steel rod. I was covered in glass. As I picked my way through the wreckage, trying to run before the cops arrived and tear gas and perhaps birdshot used, a woman owner of a small craft shop that now had no windows left and very few clothes, boxes or candles, asked me if I'd like to shelter inside. I preferred to get home as quickly as possible. After experiencing, in the People's Park fights, what it's like to be on the streets when the cops, scared and taunted, start clubbing anyone in sight, I knew I'd better get the hell out of it. It was six-seven blocks to home. On the way I met some people who hailed me as another who was going back to Shattuck as "Telegraph Avenue is completed". Shattuck, the main commercial street, was deserted, its banks, department stores, and offices spewing paper, drapery and merchandise all over the pavements. Glass was ankle deep in parts. Some shop owners stood in front of their stores with sticks and boards in hand. One desperate jeweller held a gun which he pointed at anyone who walked by.


It took ages to get home through the glass, mobs and driving rain. Along the way I saw only a few police cars. During the three hours the police acted with uncharacteristic restraint. No tear gas was used, no guns drawn, few clubs were wielded. On most streets the cops arrived in sufficient numbers to be a threat and the mob retreated. One cop who was alone in the midst of the violence, just across the road from where I was standing, was beaten and clubbed with his own billy stick into a bloody pulp.


At home we listened to the radio reports of the wrecking of a huge supermarket and a battle of raiders against cashiers and customers. The weapons used were cans, boxes, bricks, glass and large ice cubes.


The next day I took a walk round Berkeley to see what damage had been done. On Shattuck all businesses were open, most, however, were shored up with wood while waiting for the glass replacement companies to finish mending the banks. The attack on Shattuck had been fairly systematic—it was the banks, each and every one of them, the brokers, realtors, insurance companies, car dealers and stores for the wealthy that had been wrecked. But on Bancroft, leading to Telegraph Avenue from Shattuck, the scene was more desolate, more senseless. A small secondhand shop was boarded over. Black lettering on the boards read "We Quit. Closing Sale Now. Established 1945". On the Telegraph/Bancroft corner, where I had been standing, all the shop fronts were ruins. A Wells Fargo bank there had had all its furniture slashed, desks upturned, contents spilled. On Telegraph some of the boarded up windows had already been painted on; their trees, suns, flowers were totally incongruous. Pencilled onto a board leaning against a large dress shop was "Make the next plank of wood into a hippie's coffin". Another clothes shop had a large notice pasted over a hole "Brothers and Sisters, don't lean on this window: it's in danger of collapsing". Under this in huge letters, "

Peace".



That riot was a wet dream for the ruling classes. There was no concrete political purpose to the demonstration, no distinction as to who should have been attacked. Both leaders and participants were bankrupt of ideals. The rampage was a victory for Reagan and a defeat for the people.





Janice Marriott
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P.C. 31 said 'We've caught a dirty one.'



"Allegations of Police brutality," said Mr Holyoake, "are phase one of the communist offensive."


Members of the public have been calling for a public inquiry into the actions of Police during demonstrations against the American Vice President, Mr Agnew, in Auckland in mid-January. Members of the Police Force itself have added weight to these demands when they recently expressed doubt over the actions of some of their colleagues.


This interview with demonstrator Alan Robson, a second year student at Auckland University, was taped a few days after the demonstrations took place.
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I went to Albert Park as one of a number of demonstrators who were assembling to meet Agnew when he arrived at the Hotel Intercontinental for his talks in Auckland. At about 5.50 we moved off towards the Hotel. The street had been chained off to prevent demonstrators from advancing too close to the Hotel. We were permitted to go onto the street area. People assembled right around the Hotel to the streetward side of the chain. There was a limited amount of chanting and the demonstration seemed to be fairly peaceful. Around 6 or 7 o'clock the police arrested somebody for something—I'm not certain what it was—and hauled him away to a police car. Anyway, a group of demonstrators followed the policemen to ask them why this chap had been arrested.



How many people were in the group?


There must have been about 20 or 30 who actually followed.



Who were they?


No one in particular. I noticed students among them, some members of the Progressive Youth Movement, and even one or two people from the Council on Vietnam; although they were holding their own vigil to one side and weren't actually participating in this particular demonstration which was called by the PYM. Anyhow, the policemen refused to say why this chap had been arrested and dragged him to a police van. The 20 or so demonstrators who followed stood around the van and the police asked them to move away. Some of them did but not very quickly because the crowd was more or less forcing them onto the police van. Anyway, the person driving started the van and suddenly drove forward. Someone was struck and thrown onto the road. This was the first evidence of violence.


Another incident occurred when a student teacher I know was grabbed by two policemen and sort of hauled into the air. She was taken off towards what I imagined to be a police car, but I didn't see. I don't know what she had done but the policemen seemed to be using undue force. She wasn't a very big person.



Was the struggling?


She was struggling, yes. Apart from that there were one or two other arrests during the evening, but on the whole the demonstrators were fairly peaceful.



Was that the end of that particular demonstration?


That demonstration carried on into the night, though people started to go away at about 8 or 9 o'clock. However the Council on Vietnam held a late night vigil outside the Hotel. A second demonstration was called by the Council for Friday. Actually, the Council on Vietnam dissociated itself from the PYM for the period of this demonstration because of the adverse publicity the PYM had received during the past year.



How many people took part in the second demonstration?


It must have been upwards of a thousand. They moved off from the Town Hall at about 7 o'clock.



In what form?


In groups of four, marching down the road which had been blocked off for this purpose.



And was the march orderly?


It was an extremely disciplined march. There was no chanting whatsoever.



Were there any banners?


Yes, there were a great number which were brought along by members of the Council on Vietnam.



What were the police doing?


The police were in rows standing six deep outside the Hotel.



How many policemen were there?


Over a hundred I'd imagine. There were also a couple of Traffic Officers on the street directing people towards the footpath.


Something which particularly interested me about the police, and several other people also commented on it, was that they were in evidence right the way down on the inside of the fence bounding the University grounds, where the old Government House is. The day before, when demonstrators had gone into Government House grounds in order to get a view of the Hotel, they were actually stopped by police and asked to leave. A lot of these demonstrators were students. It was a case of students on the University grounds being asked to leave their own grounds.


The grounds were more or less cleared by the police and I think a complaint was made by the President of the Students' Association to the Vice-Chancellor. It was promised that police wouldn't be permitted to clear the grounds again, but if this was true the police acted in defiance of it on the Thursday night when one person, although he wasn't a student, was arrested and charged with wilful trespass for being in the grounds. A number of students were also cleared out.


On Friday night several University lecturers were in the grounds with their families and joined in the demonstration. They came up through the University to this particular area of the University grounds. The police on this occasion made no attempt to stop the demonstrators although they were standing right along the fence palings with their arms interlocked.



Was there a fence between them and the demonstrators?


Yes, there was—I don't know why . . . there was no undue violence at this stage.



What time did this demonstration finish?


The actual demonstration called by the Council on Vietnam officially ended at 8.15. However, a large number of people decided that they would keep an all night vigil similar to the one which had been held the night before.



There were no incidents at this stage?


No. But there were several after 8 o'clock. On one occasion the police suddenly charged into the demonstrators.


Exactly what happened?


The police were standing there in their rows. All I saw was a sudden movement by a number of policemen who ran into the demonstrators.



Ran?


They ran—or charged. They were certainly doing more than walking fast . . . Somebody must have done something, I don't know what . . . Somebody was dragged out and taken away.



Did the demonstrators provoke the police?


I don't think so. The police just went and grabbed this chap from the crowd.



Did the person resist?


I don't think so. I can't say because I wasn't involved. The demonstrators naturally pushed around to see what was happening and so more police were sent in.



What happened then?


This chap was taken out onto the street and around the Hotel. Then at about 9 o'clock a couple of borer bombs were let off in the crowd.



What effect did they have?


They let off large quantities of very acrid smoke. They're not particularly dangerous. They're not even unpleasant really, and the effects are purely temporary.



Who let them off?


I don't know. One of the demonstrators I imagine. I don't know why. It didn't achieve anything. I hardly think that it could have been considered a provocation to the police because it wasn't thrown into the police ranks. It went off in the crowd. I think it was just one of those livening-up things.



Was anybody alarmed?


No, I don't think so.



What else happened?


Well, there had been some chanting.



What were the demonstrators doing after the bombs were let off?


The demonstrators just stood behind the chains. One or two people were actually sitting on the chains. A couple of people were sitting on the Hotel side of the footpath with placards in their hands. Another group was chanting anti-U.S. slogans.



What happened then?


This more or less continued throughout the evening. About 10 people were arrested during the course of the evening.



Were any people in the crowd drunk?


Certainly not; not that I noticed. Anyway, but 10 o'clock the demonstration had thinned considerably. There were probably only two or three hundred people left and most of these were sitting on the sidewalk. The crowd generally was very inactive at this stage.


One chap was sitting there doing nothing whatsoever as far as I could see when a policeman walked up to him and said, "I saw you doing something wrong the other evening." And then he said, "I'm arresting you." The other demonstrators stood up at this stage and started chanting. They said it was grossly unfair and wanted to know why he had been arrested. The police just pushed everybody back.


I left the demonstration then. I arrived back at about 11 o'clock but nothing much was happening. I was about to leave again when I noticed the police moving up to the crowd. Suddenly, they marched into the crowd, pushing and shoving at they went. They didn't say anything that I heard, though one or two people later said that they had been approached and asked if they would leave the demonstration.



Did you see any evidence of plainclothes or security police?


I'm afraid I am unable to say. I was told that there were security policemen or people in plain clothes who congregated behind the police ring. Someone said they were repeatedly coming out from their ranks and seizing placards from demonstrators in the crowd. They then took the placards behind the police ranks and smashed them up.



And the police? They just marched into the crowd?


Yes. They just started pushing in and shoving people; they were walking very briskly at this stage up Waterloo Quadrant.



How many policemen?


A fairly large number. I don't know how many—it was dark—but I'd say there were more than 30. They marched up and started pushing people around—fairly violently.



What do you mean by "fairly violently"?


Well, people were being pushed to the ground. It was certainly unnecessary under the circumstances. A lot of people went back to ask the police why they were being asked to leave. The police just shoved people to the ground rather than answer them. I noticed one policeman say "Now come along, come along" and then he gave this particular chap, who was a middle-aged man, a hard push in the direction of Princes Street. I noticed one chap who asked why he had to leave being kneed in the behind.



Why did the policeman do this?


I don't know. All I saw was a man who had been standing there going up to a policeman who took him by the shoulder, swivelled him around, kneed him in the backside and pushed him up Princes Street. Then two policemen came up to me and told me to get out. I said "I don't see why I should have to leave. What exactly is going on?" I was then taken by the arm and thrown into the fence.



What happened then?


Well, after that I took off with the rest of the demonstrators towards Albert Park. It seemed that this action by the police was totally unnecessary. It was organised because all of the police moved in together. The police followed us along Princes Street and cruised around the Park, where we were gathered. They were generally very rough. I saw innumerable instances of what was, in fact, assault on demonstrators by the police. One chap was actually kneed. I saw two or three people pushed to the ground by the police, and a lot of people simply shoved along. What I did notice very definitely was that when people went up to a policeman and asked what was going on and why they were being asked to move on, the police just shoved them out of the way. Technically, this was assault. I didn't hear any instruction at any stage that we were to leave Waterloo Quay. I am sure that if the police had simply got up and said, "Would you mind leaving now" a number of people would have moved off. All they needed to do was to station two or three policemen around the Hotel—if they thought safety was threatened in any way, and I'm sure it wasn't—and simply leave the people to stand out there. The night before there had been an all night vigil and there seemed to be no reason why these people couldn't remain there on Friday night.



And that was the end of the evening?


For me it was, yes. I went through Albert Park and went home immediately. I was shocked at what had happened. A lot of people there were shocked too because the police hadn't been provoked at all on this occasion.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Student Newspaper. Volume 33, No. 5 22 April 1970

[advert]






[image: KELBURN BUTCHERY (1965) Ltd. CHOICE TENDER 1st GRADE MEATS and SMALL GOODS (Proprietor: Kevin Parkinson) 95 Upland Road, Kelburn PHONE 758-068]










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University Student Newspaper. Volume 33, No. 5 22 April 1970

Man is an aberrant species, suffering from a biological malfunction, a specific disorder of behaviour, which sets him apart from all other animal species—just as language, science and art set him apart in a positive sense..







Man is an aberrant species, suffering 
[
unclear: from] a biological malfunction, a specific disorder of behaviour, which sets him apart 
[
unclear: from] all other animal species—just as language, 
[
unclear: science and] art set him apart in a positive sense...





Arthur Koestler, arguing that man is the victim of a subtle engineering mistake in evolution, also suggests that man's unique qualities include the power to transcend evolution and to compensate for the shortcomings of his nature.




[image: Picture of a scull]


man had to live with the prospect of his death as an individual; since he unlocked the forces of the atomic nucleus, mankind has had to live with the prospect of its death as a species. It carries a time-bomb fastened round its neck. We shall have to listen to the sound of its ticking, now louder, now softer, now louder again, for decades and centuries to come, until it either blows up, or we succeed in defusing it.


I am concerned with the possibility of such a de-fusing operation. I do not mean disarmament conferences, nor appeals to sweet reasonableness. They have always fallen on deaf ears, for the simple reason that man is perhaps a sweet, but certainly not a reasonable, being; nor are there any indications that he is in the process of becoming one. On the contrary, the evidence seems to indicate that at some point during the last explosive stages of the evolution of 
homo sapiens something has gone wrong; that there is a flaw, some subtle engineering mistake built into our native equipment, which would account for the paranoid streak running through our history. Evolution has made countless mistakes; for every existing species hundreds must have perished in the past; the fossil record is a waste-basket of the Chief Designer's discarded hypotheses. It is by no means unlikely that 
homo sapiens, too, is the victim of some minute error in construction—perhaps in the circuitry of his nervous system—which makes him prone to delusions, and urges him toward self-destruction. But 
homo sapiens has also the unique resourcefulness to transcend biological evolution and to compensate for the shortcomings of his native equipment.


How it can be done, I do not pretend to know, but I am convinced that it can be done. The first step towards a possible therapy is a correct diagnosis. There have been countless diagnostic attempts, from the Hebrew prophets to contemporary ethologists, but none of them sounded very convincing, because none of them started from the premiss that man is an aberrant species, suffering from a biological malfunction, a specific disorder of behaviour which sets him apart from all other animal species—just as language, science and art set him apart in a positive sense. I am going to propose a short list of some of the pathological symptoms reflected in the perverse history of our species, and then pass from the symptoms to the presumed causative factors. The list of symptoms has five main headings.


First, at the very beginning of history, we find a striking phenomenon to which anthropologists seem to have paid too little attention; human sacrifice. It was a ubiquitous ritual which persisted from the prehistoric dawn to the peak of pre-Columbian civilisation, and in some parts of the world to the beginning of our century. Instead of dismissing the subject as a sinister curiosity of the past, the universality and paranoid character of the ritual should be regarded as symptomatic.


The second symptom to be noted is the weakness of the inhibitory forces against the killing of con-specifics, which is virtually unique in the animal kingdom. As Konrad Lorenz emphasised in his book, On Aggression, the predator's act of killing the prey should not be compared to homicide, and not even be called aggressive because predator and prey always belong to different species. Competition and conflict between members of the same animal species is settled by ritualised combat or symbolic threat-behaviour which ends with the flight or surrender gesture of one of the combatants, and hardly ever involves lethal injury. In man this built-in inhibitory mechanism against killing con-specifics is notably ineffective.


This leads to the third symptom, intraspecific warfare in permanence, with its sub-varieties of mass-persecution and genocide. The law of the jungle permits predation on other species, but forbids war within one's own, 
homo sapiens is the unique offender against this law (apart from some controversial war-like phenomena among rats and ants).


As the fourth symptom I would list the permanent, quasi-schizophrenic split between reason and emotion, between man's critical faculties and his irrational, affect-charged beliefs.


Lastly, there is the striking, symptomatic disparity between the growth-curves of technological achievement on the one hand and of ethical behaviour on the other; or, to put it differently, between the powers of the intellect when applied to mastering the environment, and its impotence when applied to the conduct of human affairs. In the sixth century BC the Greeks embarked on the scientific adventure which, a few months ago, landed us on the moon. That surely is an impressive growth-curve. But the sixth century BC also saw the birth of Taoism, Confucianism, and Buddhism; the twentieth of Stalinism, Hitlerism and Maoism. There is no discernible curve. Prometheus is reaching out for the stars with an empty grin on his face and a totem-symbol in his hand.


So far we have moved in the realm of facts. When we turn from symptoms to causes, we must have recourse to more or less speculative hypotheses. I shall mention five such hypotheses, which are interrelated, but pertain to different disciplines—namely, neurophysiology, anthropology, psychology, linguistics, and lastly eschatology.


The neurophysiological hypothesis is derived from the so-called Papez-MacLean theory of emotions. This is based on the structural and functional differences between the old and recent parts in the human brain which, when not in acute conflict, seem to lead a kind of agonised co-existence. Dr Mac Lean has written—
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submission to authority wielded by individuals or groups, his suggestibility by doctrines and commandments, his overwhelming urge to belong, to identify himself with tribe or nation, and, above all, with its system of beliefs.


Thus one of the central features of the human predicament is this overwhelming capacity and need for identification with a social group and/or a system of beliefs which is indifferent to reason, to self-interest and even to the claims of self-preservation.


We are thus driven to the unfashionable and uncomfortable conclusion that the trouble with our species is not an overdose of self-asserting aggression, but an excess of self-transcending devotion. Even a cursory glance at history should convince one that individual crimes committed for selfish motives play a quite insignificant role in the human tragedy compared with the numbers massacred in unselfish love of one's tribe, nation, dynasty, Church or ideology.


The theory that wars are caused by pent-up aggressive drives which can find no other outlet has no foundation either in history or in psychology. Anybody who has served in the ranks of an army can testify that aggressive feelings towards the so-called enemy hardly play a part in the dreary routine of waging war: boredom and discomfort, not hatred; homesickness, sex-starvation and longing for peace dominate the mind of the anonymous soldier.


Equally unfounded seems the fashionable theory that the evolutionary origin of warfare is the so-called territorial imperative. Territory means space, and while some wars were fought for actual occupancy of a given space, these were exceptions rather than the rule. The rule is that the man who goes to war abandons his territorial home and fights for imperatives which are not territorial but mostly symbolic or abstract: the true religion, the righteous cause, the correct political system. Wars are fought for words in semantic space. They are primarily motivated not by aggression nor by territory, but by love.


We have seen on the screen the radiant love of the Fuhrer on the faces of the Hitler Youth. We have seen the same expression on the faces of little Chinese boys reciting the words of the Chairman The sound of the nation's anthem, the sight of its proud flag, makes you feel part of a wonderfully loving community. The fanatic is prepared to lay down his life for the object of his worship as the lover is prepared to die for his idol.


He is, alas, also prepared to kill anybody who represents a supposed threat to the idol. Here is a point of central importance. The violence unleashed in war and persecution is a vicarious type of aggression derived from identification with a group and its system of beliefs. It is a depersonalised, unselfish kind of savagery, generated by the group-mind, which is largely indifferent or even opposed to the interest of the individuals which constitute the group.


Identification with the group always involves a sacrifice of the individual's critical faculties, and an enhancement of his emotional potential by a kind of group-resonance. The aggressivity displayed by the group against the supposed enemy is again an unselfish, impersonal, vicarious type of aggression: the egotism of the collective is nourished by the altruism of its members.


All this points to the conclusion that the predicament of man is not caused by the aggressivity of the individual, but by the dialectics of group-formation; by man's irresistible urge to identify with the group and espouse its beliefs enthusiastically and uncritically. Thus one of the main pathogenic factors is hyperdependence combined with suggestibility. If science could find a way to make us immune against suggestibility, half the battle for survival would be won. And this does not seem to be an impossible target.


This brings me to my last but one point. Man is a symbol-making animal; the proudest and most dangerous product of his symbol-making is language. As a professional writer I need not sing the praises of language; but its dangers are generally under-estimated. In the first place, language is the main cohesive force within a given ethnic group, but at the same time creates barriers, and acts as a repellent force between different groups.


There exist between 3,000 and 4,000 human languages (according to the system of classification which you use), and this seems to be one of the main reasons why the disruptive forces have always dominated the forces of cohesior in our species as a whole. The stammering barbarian whose foreign tongue sounds like gibberish—bar-bar-bar—was never considered by the ancient Greeks to be fully human, and the same divisive forces are at work to this day between inhabitants of neighbouring Alpine valleys who speak different dialects, between Flamands and Wallons in modern Belgium, or between the British upper and lower classes with their different accents.


In the second place, quite apart from the diversity of vocabularies, the abstractive, concept-forming, categorising power of language enables man to formulate conflicting doctrines and belief-systems, each a potential 
casus belli. The most explosive symbols to trigger the chain-reactions of group psychology' are words. Long before the media of mass-communications were invented, the prophet Muhammed got an avalanche going which was felt from Central Asia to the Atlantic. Without language there would be no poetry, but there could also be no wars.


The fifth and last pathogenic factor I shall mention is man's simultaneous discovery and rejection of death. The inevitability of death was the discovery of that newly acquired thinking cap, the human cortex; but the old brain won't have any of it: instinct and emotion passionately reject the abstract yet deadly idea of personal non-existence.


To sum up, I have listed five conspicuous symptoms of the pathology of man: the ubiquitous rites of sacrifice in the prehistoric dawn: the poverty of instinct-inhibition against' the killing of con-specifics; intra-specific warfare in permanence; the schizoid split between rational thinking and irrational beliefs; and lastly, the contrast between man's genius in mastering the environment and his moronic conduct of human affairs.


It should be noted that each and all of these pathological phenomena are uniquely human, not found in any other animal species. It is only logical, therefore, that in the search for explanations we should concentrate our attention on those characteristics of man which are also exclusively human and not shared by other animals. Speaking in humility, it seems' to me of doubtful value to attempt a diagnosis of man entirely based on analogies with animal behaviour Pavlov's dogs, Skinner's rats. Lorenz's greylag geese, Morris's naked apes. Such analogies are valid and useful as far as they go. But by the nature of things, they cannot go far enough, because they stop short of those exclusively human characteristics such as language which are of necessity excluded from the analogy, although they are of decisive importance in determining the behaviour of our species.


There is no human arrogance involved in saying that dogs, rats, geese and apes do not have a neocortex which has evolved too fast for the good of its possessor; that they do not share the protracted helplessness of the human infant; nor the strong mutual dependence and 
esprit de corps of the ancestral hunters. Nor the dangerous privilege of using words to coin battle cries; nor the inductive powers which make men frightened to death by death.


These characteristics contribute to the uniqueness of man and the uniqueness of his tragedy. They combine in the double helix of guilt and anxiety which, like the genetic code, seems to be built into the human condition. They give ample cause for anxiety regarding our future; but then, another unique gift of man is the power to make his anxiety work for him. He may even manage to defuse the time-bomb around his neck, once he has understood the mechanisms which make it tick.
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Australian student papers & 
Censorship


Last night I went to see 
Hair in Sydney. Not much, I thought, unless you like strobe-lighting and pubic hair.


But the same city that sports 
Hair as a major attraction—Sydney, like Auckland, having forgotten 
Oh! Calcutta!— is now up in arms about, of all things, student newspapers.


Goodness only knows what inspired the Premier of New South Wales, Mr Cutler, to suddenly take up arms against Sydney's student papers. The evidence that he has is real enough, though. Mr Cutler told the State Legislature a couple of weeks ago that he "respected Parliament too much" to repeat phrases from New South Wales student papers 
Honi Soit (Sydney), 
Tharunka (Macquarie) and 
Thoth, a Sydney Teachers' College magazine.


The whole set-up is, of course, part of a communist conspiracy designed to subvert the morals of the young. Mr Willis, the Chief Secretary (which position amounts to number two in the nefarious chain of command that is state politics) was quick to follow his beloved leader, Mr Cutler. Mr Willis asserted that the papers had printed material "sufficiently obscene" for them to be charged under the Obscene and Indecent Publications Act. Mr Willis, as "Minister in charge of censorship" was the man who decided 
Hair was fit to be seen without it corrupting, (thousands have seen it since he gave it his blessing, and to date I've not seen any obscenities in the street worth talking of).


The story started when 
Tharunka printed an excerpt from the banned book Portnoy's Complaint. The extract concerned itself with the universal sin of masturbation. The varieties described. I'll have to admit, were somewhat multifarious, but provided you've got a sense of humour, you can bear reading it.


Then 
Thoth came on the scene with a cartoon that was "filthy in the extreme". Mr Cutler, whose Army record is not in doubt, felt compelled to say "I have spent many years in the Army, in the company of broadminded men, and I would never allow another person to show this sort of thing to me." The cartoon, depicting the successful parry of an attempt by a lecturer upon the virginity of a young (female) student teacher, ended with a crack about the impotency of modern education.


Meanwhile 
Honi Soit Editor Mel Bloom has printed an article on incest—the opening part of which was "far too filthy for me to read to anyone" (Mr Cutler again). The article included a polysyllabic word describing a person who has incestuous relations with his mother. An unAustralian word, said Mr Cutler, "unheard of in the Australian Army".


In a city where prostitutes are available almost at call, strip joints innumerable, and girlie magazines of one hundred varieties are on sale on almost every street corner (literally), the Government's attitude comes as something of a surprise. It would appear that there is a genuine fear on the part of State politicians of the Liberal Party variety that the student exercise is part of a deliberate plot to undermine the authority of the Government. If that be the case, though, I'd hate to think what the machinations of their minds (I'm tempted to put that in the singular) would dream up if they ever saw a Capping Mag. 
Masskerade anyone?



Peter Rosier
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[image: Stunts, Suggestions, ideas and proposed stunts are urgently needed for the oncoming festive season at Vic—Capping Week. In previous years stunts at this University (with a few exceptions) have lacked vitality and originality. For years now Vic has been overshadowed in the field of stunts by Massey. Once again they have completed a successful stunt season—peddling beds from Wellington to Palmerston North, making headlines in the DOMINION during the Queen's visit to Massey and numerous other stunts tinted with originality. Victoria on prior occasions has made few 'all out attempts' at pulling off stunts on such a scale. This year the Stunts Committee are making an all out drive to make the Capping Week of 1970 the most successful ever. This cannot be obtained without the aid of students—this means you. This is one of the few occasions in the time you spend at this University that you can participate in a direct informal way in the true spirit of a student. All those interested in performing or being participants in stunts should contact Keith Watson (Stunts Controller) C/- Stud. Ass. Executive Workroom or leave suggestions (with name and phone number) in the box provided in the Students' Association Office. It should be noted that all stunts have to be approved by the Stunts Committee (a mere formality in most cases) before being carried out.]




[image: Vacancy in World of Finance The Provident Life Assurance Company is a rapidly expanding organisation in the field of finance and investment. We are looking for a recruit to train initially in our Actuarial Department where he will gain an understanding of the fundamentals of our business and will, we hope, be able to move quite quickly to a position of responsibility elsewhere in the organisation, either in New Zealand or overseas. We need practical men with analytical minds and a sound educational background. We think a suitable person will have done some study towards a BCA degree or a professional qualification. For further information call or write to R.A. Jessup, The Actuary, Provident Life Assurance Company Limited, 'Phone 50-769, P.O. Box 894, Wellington.]




[image: CAPPICADE will be a complete riot. In content, superlative, editorially unique, a panacea for everything. BUT, we want you to get it to the public. We want more sellers for both the Wellington area and out of town. Do not delay. Fill in a sellers form in the S.U.B. office.]




[image: F. Lovenbach Catering Ltd Telephone 70-319 ext. 86. 795-116 Evenings. If you want to really enjoy your social evening the first thing to do is to make certain you've got good catering. Levenbach catering have the professional touch of experience that makes sure everything goes smoothly. At our central venue—the Victoria University Student Union Buildings that has an air control system—there are three large, fully equipped lounges, two of which are carpeted. Choose the one that suits your party size. Alternatively, choose your own venue. Either way you can be assured of first class social catering with Levenbach.]
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[image: PAUL GILL SUIT HIRE SERVICE SUITS FOR ALL OCCASIONS • FIRST FLOOR DOMINION LIFE ARCADE WILLIS ST., WELLINGTON Phone 42-275]




[image: DAYSH, RENOUF & CO. MEMBERS WELLINGTON STOCK EXCHANGE National Mutual Centre Featherston Street Tal. 70-169]




[image: washing done APPROX. $2 per week 355 THE TERRACE LOWER FLAT. Phone: 554367]




[image: SPORTS THE SPORTS DEPOT (Witcombe & Caldwell) long-standing connection with University sport. Every one of Vic's 24 sports catered for.]




[image: ST. GEORGE BILLIARD SALOON Open 9 a.m.—11 p.m. Monday to Saturday 23% Discount to Students Monday. Wednesday]




[image: VICTUALLERS REGINALD COLLINS LTD Wholesale wine and spirit people. Vintners to the Students' Association. Carry stocks of all brands of ale. spirits, table wine (from 55c), sherry in flagons ($1.60) or quart bottles, free Delivery—Cellars located at No. 3 BALLANCE STREET (Customhouse Quay end)]




[image: HOTEL ST. GEORGE THE "SEVEN SEAS BAR" BEST IN NEW ZEALAND A Nearest to University. A Modern, comfortable surroundings. W Cool, bright, fresh beer on tap always. A Food available from our "Food Bar". 11.45 a.m. to 2.30 p.m. Mixed drinking—all facilities. Entrees, Cold Buffet, Vegetables, Hot Pies]
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Saved by Edward Bond. Directed by Ian Watkin For the VUW Drama Society. Reviewed by 
Phillip Mann.


The reputation of Edward Bond's play Saved has not been helped by its sensational publicity. To most people who have heard of it, it is known as the play in which a baby is stoned to death on stage, or as the play that was banned because of its violence. It has been regarded as a play with a burning social message stated in implacable terms to which we had better listen if we want a better future. All of this is to some extent true, but by no means the whole of the story. The Drama Society production of Saved showed that Edward Bond is a very gifted dramatist who has written a play that is at once powerful, restrained, passionate, mature, and last but not least, a very fine piece of theatre. Fortunately Mr Bond is not concerned with messages in the pamphleteer's sense of the word. He does not give solutions. In this play the experience and the progression of the play are one and the same. (Contrast this with Shaw). Mr Bond does not fall into the trap of presenting a simple moral or a facile message. He does not try to bring Godot onto the stage. The play has the simplicity and directness of a ballad. In the hands of a lesser writer the theme of the bored and vicious young people and their equally bored and vicious elders could degenerate into sensationalism. It does not. It does not because Mr Bond's concern is not with theatrical pyrotechnics, but with the sadness and futility of his human beings. Behind the play is the feeling of pity.


The visual realisation of the play was for the most part excellent—a bare stage with actors isolated in light, surrounded by gloom. The very emptiness lent to the actors' voices a hollowness. Some attempt has been made to integrate the auditorium with the stage by covering the sound baffles with boards painted with crude stabbing brush strokes. These struck the only jarring note, since they suggested more the atmosphere for an Artaud mime play. Graffiti would have been better.


As a group the actors worked together magnificently. One felt a depth of preparation behind the scenes. The general quality of the acting was a disciplined unwillingness to exploit the text. How easy it would have been to present a romanticised view of young toughs and adolescents! At odd moments I felt that this virtue became a defect, especially in the scenes where two people face each other, and where the fury, which underlies the terse language of the play breaks through. The failure here was one of movement. All the frustration, hatred, perversity could have been channeled into the way that the fist curled around the stone.


One does not remember individual performances so much as the overall quality of the production. Mr Ian Watkin is to be congratulated for the pace of this production. It is not indulgent, but rather moves rapidly to the final scene in which everything is suggested and nothing really resolved. Artistically this is most satisfactory, and provides a context wherein we can judge the action of the play.


I am grateful to the Drama Society for doing this play, and hope it will be supported by the University and by the public at large.
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The Autumn Exhibition at the Academy of Fine Arts. Reviewed by 
Sheenagh Tinkler.


It was worth going to for the clothes on display. There was also some rather exquisite jewellery showing.


One particular exhibit which caught my eye was notable for its imaginative use of colour. It consisted of broad bands of pale pink and mauve set off by smaller areas of poison green; the proportions used being reminiscent of a Mondrian. Another one, on which many people were heard to remark, was distinguished by its immaculate presentation and beauty of form. The Figure was adorned in rich dense black, on which silver chains were used to provide relief for this striking composition.


New Zealand is noted for its harsh light conditions, and one exhibitor capitalised on this feature to gain maximum effect. Her contribution was a collage made up of gold lame overlaid in places with a brown film which produced a delicate painterly effect.


Some fine examples of oriental workmanship were to be seen. An exquisite pair of fragile filigree earrings were worn with authority and conviction. Close to this stood another exhibit which again utilized the existing light conditions well. Opals were portrayed in an unusual way, providing an exciting experience which caught the imagination of the guests present. This kinetic sculpture threw brilliant flashes of light from across the whole colour spectrum. However, in this field one particular medium was most popular, and the form in which it was used was rarely deviated from. This consisted of a series of small, opaque, round objects, threaded onto a string in increasing order of size until the maximum was reached after which the spheres diminished in size again.


This exhibition conformed to the usual pattern evident in the western cultural tradition—the female form was more celebrated than the male. The only distinguishing feature about the male figures was that some were wearing dinner jackets while some were not.


As can be seen from previous comments, this exhibition was an important event in the cultural life of Wellington, to which the paintings on display supplied a suitable backdrop and useful talking point. If you go to see the exhibition, I can promise no more than a pale imitation of the original, (due to the ever changing selection of live exhibits) but a Sunday afternoon collection would, I should think, provide an interesting comment on the New Zealand art scene.
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TV with David Smith



Anything Could Happen; and it Probably Wont.




[image: Image of David Smith]


The big pop happening is rapidly peaking out as an art form, Woodstock was probably the last throw of the sixties and its impact from all viewpoints was indisputable. Enough controversy surrounded the Dylan semi-comeback in the Isle of Wight to make it at least newsworthy. A gooey sense of misplaced pilgrimage riveted attention to the Stones in Hyde Park. Against this kind of build-up the NZBC took its cameras to Redwood. I don't mind people filming a non-event as long as they don't put film in their camera. This was the basic blunder at Redwood. If no satisfactory musical effect can be achieved by semi-competent musicians in the controlled conditions of a studio, what can the totally inept of Redwood hope to offer the microphones and cameras of television? The engaging bumbledom of 
Off the Cuff thus deserted the Great Unwashed, leaving only one thing to dwell on: the Great Unwashed. Doing what? Anything. Sleeping with each other (social comment). Drinking beer (expose). Stripping (exposure). Washing (satire). No pot. No murders. No births. No good.


What the USA has done to television isn't really very pleasant to talk about. Yet in 
The Bold Ones one can discern a real attempt on the part of the producers to reconcile their duty to American viewers and sanity. Many of the artificialities of yesteryear are minimalised. Court-room traumas are nipped in the bud and the sugariness of 
Slattery is not much in evidence. Yet the basic honesty found in such programmes as 
Cathy Come Home and 
Softly, Softly is as elusive as always. And if honesty is to come at all the three fields chosen by this offering—the Law, Medicine, Public Administration—would be excellent places to start from.




[image: Rachel Rowe]
Rachel Rowe




Unwillingness to let the smarmy Mr Thomson paper over the cracks or the cranks in the Intercontinental affair, a more polished studio setting and the courage to tilt at the head of the New Zealand judiciary, enraging many in the process. These are the hallmarks of the latest sessions of 
Gallery—which is now so far ahead of other local programmes in maturity that its quality can be taken for granted. Youth is also on its side; particularly in the case of the extra-smooth Mr Walker whose poise is most welcome after putting up with the emaciated Mr Inglis all this while.


NZBC's idea of a Good Friday treat: crucify the viewers.
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Reviews of three volumes in the MacDonald Library of the 20th Century.







Out of The Lion's Paw



Ireland wins her freedom. By Constantine Fitzgibbon (with visual material collected by George Morrisson). Reviewed by 
Andrew Wilson.


The attraction of this book—and of all the books in the series—is the predominance of contemporary photographs, paintings, posters and cartoons which accompany a very concise historical text. The proportion is most commonly one column of text per double page of illustration. The effect is somewhat like a documentary film but with the commentary as an optional extra. The first time through the book, one looks at the photographs and their captions—with the sound of the text 'off' so to speak. The second time through one reads the text and finds that the illustrations are not keyed-in: there are no references to them in the text. Yet they provide a visual background against which the necessary recital of dates, figures, names and events can most effectively be set.




[image: Image from Russia in Revolt]


The text inspires confidence not just for a delineation of the main events but also for the choice of supporting matters of interest: the effect of personalities (plenty of portraits, although only two of Michael Collins), or the quirks of human behaviour and chance: the use of law books as sand bags in The Four Courts during the Easter Rebellion 1916. The failure of the raid on the Magazine Fort in Phoenix Park because the British Officer in command had gone off to the Races with the key to the armoury in his pocket.



Out of the Lion's Paw is mainly concerned with the narration of political and military events of 1916-1923, but it gives a brief summary of the situation from the Act of Union 1800, sketching in the background of the 1846 famine, emigration, the Land Acts and the formation of the Home Rule League in 1870.


However, the book really does justice to the cruel and bitter shabbiness of the Easter Rebellion and the civil wars which continued to 1923. 'A terrible beauty is born' said Yeats. But hopeless heroism and vicious reprisal are the more realistic testimony conferred on the period by the text and photographs of this very effective history lesson.



Russia In Revolt—1905: The First Crack in Tsarist Power. By David Floyd. Reviewed by 
Keith De Ridder.


Between 1905 and 1951, David Floyd held diplomatic positions in British embassies in Moscow, Prague, and Belgrade. Since 1952 he has been special correspondent on Communist affairs for 
The Daily Telegraph. Mr. Floyd's book, 

Russia in Revolt, is essentially concerned with one event, 'Bloody Sunday'. On this day in January 1905 the Tsar's troops massacred more than one thousand Russian civilians in what was the beginning of a clash which would ultimately lead to the 1917 Revolution. Mr Floyd describes the background to 'Bloody Sunday' and shows how it paved the way for further violence and protest.


The institution of the Tsardom and the character of Nicholas II are described lucidly and at length. Nicholas II was an important cause of the unrest in Russia which was felt at the beginning of this century. He was, Mr Floyd points out, too distant from the Russian people. The author draws attention to the fact that Nicholas II inherited a country which was economically unbalanced. Of a total population of 130 millions, 110 million Russians were impoverished and illiterate peasants.







War By Timetable



How the First World War Began. By A.J.P. Taylor. Reviewed by 
Shirley Fox.


Yet another attempt has been made to describe that futile, senseless train of events which preceded the outbreak of World War One. This time the author is A.J.P. Taylor—demi-god amongst modern historians and eminent writer (Bismarck, The Origins of the Second World War, The Course of German History and so on).


War By Timetable traces events in Europe from the development of that inflexible military and diplomatic situation which—once triggered by the Sarajevo assassination—expanded like some nightmare beyond the control of man to the machinations at Vienna, Berlin and London, epicentres of tension in pre-war Europe. This led to the outbreak of a bloody and futile War in which Frenchmen died at the rate of one a minute between August 1914 and February 1917.


Lest we be blinded by thoughts of the glory of war, or actually believe that it was inevitable, Professor Taylor stresses the nature of the diplomatic and military leaders (sporting brilliant uniforms and exercising dull minds). "
In nearly all European countries," he writes, "The forces making for war were much what they had always been—silly old generals who had never seen fighting, pedantic diplomats who had been told by someone or other that they should guard the national honour, hack journalists who could pull in an odd penny by uniting a jingoistic piece. These were the diseases of an endemic nature present in every modern society."


It's all there—all the tawdry details of man's stupidity: the development of the Triple Entente and the Triple Alliance, the meticulous preparations for war ("
Every railway wagon in France had been labelled '40 men or 8 horses'"), the development of highly complex and inflexible timetables, the make-believe pre-war games acted out during summer manoeuvres ("
If anyone won the game by an unorthodox move a black mark was set against him"), the pitiful lack of co-ordination between the prospective allies with regard to equipment or intelligence services ("
The British and French had made no preparations at all and, when they found themselves fighting side by side, had to rely on any bilingual officer who happened to be available,") and the gradual build-up of tension throughout Europe with strikes in Russia, suffragettes in England, chaos in the Austrian parliament. Futurists in Italy and German militarism.




[image: Photo of soldiers with a statue]


Sarajevo and its aftermath have often been subject to historical (hysterical?) analyses which either boost our egos (we were right, they were wrong) or muddle us horribly. Professor Taylor does neither. He is clear, concise and frank: "
In July 1914 things went wrong. The only safe explanation is that things happen because they happen." This sensible statement contrasts with the usual long-winded explanations used by historians to explain why international diplomacy, the balance of power, the alliances, and the accumulation of armed might which had preserved the peace for the previous thirty years, now reversed themselves and produced a great war.


War By Timetable is worth reading—especially as a basis for further, more intensive study of how the First World War began.


It is perhaps over-illustrated with approximately equal space having been given to illustrations and to text. Many of these illustrations, although colourful, seem unnecessary. Who really wants to see German dandies in jack boots smiling through Teutonic mustachios?


A final thought, stimulated by this book: Professor Taylor emphasises that at the root of World War One was "
a failure of human intelligence, human courage, and human goodwill. The men of 1914 let the War happen not because it was inevitable but because they could not think of anything better to do." Have we thought of anything better to do?


It cannot be doubted that this book is extremely informative. Mr Floyd covers the events of 1905 with painstaking precision, but at the same time Russia in Revolt does not become a mere chronology. The author includes eye-witnesses accounts and statements made by Nicholas II and his Ministers concerning the unrest. Mr Floyd also avoids a closely interpretative discussion of the events this book is concerned with. Rather, he has preferred to draw a series of fairly generalised and safe conclusions from the facts related. Thus the book will have only limited value to those who know the period well. It would, however, be of great benefit to those embarking on a study of this era or those others of us who may be merely interested in the subject. David Floyd's precise writing style leaves a coherent picture of events in the reader's mind.


Russia in Revolt is also magnificently illustrated with photographs and good political cartoons. I cannot help but praise the effort that must have gone into searching out these illustrations. What is more important, they have not been used gratuitously: they aid the reader to reach a surprisingly deep (considering the relative brevity of the whole book) understanding of the subject.
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Ireland wins her freedom. By Constantine Fitzgibbon (with visual material collected by George Morrisson). Reviewed by 
Andrew Wilson.


The attraction of this book—and of all the books in the series—is the predominance of contemporary photographs, paintings, posters and cartoons which accompany a very concise historical text. The proportion is most commonly one column of text per double page of illustration. The effect is somewhat like a documentary film but with the commentary as an optional extra. The first time through the book, one looks at the photographs and their captions—with the sound of the text 'off' so to speak. The second time through one reads the text and finds that the illustrations are not keyed-in: there are no references to them in the text. Yet they provide a visual background against which the necessary recital of dates, figures, names and events can most effectively be set.
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The text inspires confidence not just for a delineation of the main events but also for the choice of supporting matters of interest: the effect of personalities (plenty of portraits, although only two of Michael Collins), or the quirks of human behaviour and chance: the use of law books as sand bags in The Four Courts during the Easter Rebellion 1916. The failure of the raid on the Magazine Fort in Phoenix Park because the British Officer in command had gone off to the Races with the key to the armoury in his pocket.



Out of the Lion's Paw is mainly concerned with the narration of political and military events of 1916-1923, but it gives a brief summary of the situation from the Act of Union 1800, sketching in the background of the 1846 famine, emigration, the Land Acts and the formation of the Home Rule League in 1870.


However, the book really does justice to the cruel and bitter shabbiness of the Easter Rebellion and the civil wars which continued to 1923. 'A terrible beauty is born' said Yeats. But hopeless heroism and vicious reprisal are the more realistic testimony conferred on the period by the text and photographs of this very effective history lesson.



Russia In Revolt—1905: The First Crack in Tsarist Power. By David Floyd. Reviewed by 
Keith De Ridder.


Between 1905 and 1951, David Floyd held diplomatic positions in British embassies in Moscow, Prague, and Belgrade. Since 1952 he has been special correspondent on Communist affairs for 
The Daily Telegraph. Mr. Floyd's book, 

Russia in Revolt, is essentially concerned with one event, 'Bloody Sunday'. On this day in January 1905 the Tsar's troops massacred more than one thousand Russian civilians in what was the beginning of a clash which would ultimately lead to the 1917 Revolution. Mr Floyd describes the background to 'Bloody Sunday' and shows how it paved the way for further violence and protest.


The institution of the Tsardom and the character of Nicholas II are described lucidly and at length. Nicholas II was an important cause of the unrest in Russia which was felt at the beginning of this century. He was, Mr Floyd points out, too distant from the Russian people. The author draws attention to the fact that Nicholas II inherited a country which was economically unbalanced. Of a total population of 130 millions, 110 million Russians were impoverished and illiterate peasants.
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How the First World War Began. By A.J.P. Taylor. Reviewed by 
Shirley Fox.


Yet another attempt has been made to describe that futile, senseless train of events which preceded the outbreak of World War One. This time the author is A.J.P. Taylor—demi-god amongst modern historians and eminent writer (Bismarck, The Origins of the Second World War, The Course of German History and so on).


War By Timetable traces events in Europe from the development of that inflexible military and diplomatic situation which—once triggered by the Sarajevo assassination—expanded like some nightmare beyond the control of man to the machinations at Vienna, Berlin and London, epicentres of tension in pre-war Europe. This led to the outbreak of a bloody and futile War in which Frenchmen died at the rate of one a minute between August 1914 and February 1917.


Lest we be blinded by thoughts of the glory of war, or actually believe that it was inevitable, Professor Taylor stresses the nature of the diplomatic and military leaders (sporting brilliant uniforms and exercising dull minds). "
In nearly all European countries," he writes, "The forces making for war were much what they had always been—silly old generals who had never seen fighting, pedantic diplomats who had been told by someone or other that they should guard the national honour, hack journalists who could pull in an odd penny by uniting a jingoistic piece. These were the diseases of an endemic nature present in every modern society."


It's all there—all the tawdry details of man's stupidity: the development of the Triple Entente and the Triple Alliance, the meticulous preparations for war ("
Every railway wagon in France had been labelled '40 men or 8 horses'"), the development of highly complex and inflexible timetables, the make-believe pre-war games acted out during summer manoeuvres ("
If anyone won the game by an unorthodox move a black mark was set against him"), the pitiful lack of co-ordination between the prospective allies with regard to equipment or intelligence services ("
The British and French had made no preparations at all and, when they found themselves fighting side by side, had to rely on any bilingual officer who happened to be available,") and the gradual build-up of tension throughout Europe with strikes in Russia, suffragettes in England, chaos in the Austrian parliament. Futurists in Italy and German militarism.
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Sarajevo and its aftermath have often been subject to historical (hysterical?) analyses which either boost our egos (we were right, they were wrong) or muddle us horribly. Professor Taylor does neither. He is clear, concise and frank: "
In July 1914 things went wrong. The only safe explanation is that things happen because they happen." This sensible statement contrasts with the usual long-winded explanations used by historians to explain why international diplomacy, the balance of power, the alliances, and the accumulation of armed might which had preserved the peace for the previous thirty years, now reversed themselves and produced a great war.


War By Timetable is worth reading—especially as a basis for further, more intensive study of how the First World War began.


It is perhaps over-illustrated with approximately equal space having been given to illustrations and to text. Many of these illustrations, although colourful, seem unnecessary. Who really wants to see German dandies in jack boots smiling through Teutonic mustachios?


A final thought, stimulated by this book: Professor Taylor emphasises that at the root of World War One was "
a failure of human intelligence, human courage, and human goodwill. The men of 1914 let the War happen not because it was inevitable but because they could not think of anything better to do." Have we thought of anything better to do?


It cannot be doubted that this book is extremely informative. Mr Floyd covers the events of 1905 with painstaking precision, but at the same time Russia in Revolt does not become a mere chronology. The author includes eye-witnesses accounts and statements made by Nicholas II and his Ministers concerning the unrest. Mr Floyd also avoids a closely interpretative discussion of the events this book is concerned with. Rather, he has preferred to draw a series of fairly generalised and safe conclusions from the facts related. Thus the book will have only limited value to those who know the period well. It would, however, be of great benefit to those embarking on a study of this era or those others of us who may be merely interested in the subject. David Floyd's precise writing style leaves a coherent picture of events in the reader's mind.


Russia in Revolt is also magnificently illustrated with photographs and good political cartoons. I cannot help but praise the effort that must have gone into searching out these illustrations. What is more important, they have not been used gratuitously: they aid the reader to reach a surprisingly deep (considering the relative brevity of the whole book) understanding of the subject.
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Goodbye Mr Chips.


Reviewed by 
Eric Frykberg




[image: Still from Goodbye Mr. Chips]


There is a common tendency among film-makers, especially those from the larger studios, to transform popular films and novels into musicals. 
Hullo Dolly and 
Oliver are just two examples. This tendency is possibly a reflection of a commercial caution on their part since the musical is traditionally a safe economic venture; while the presence of a big-name writer in the credits should cement the probability that the resulting production will be a money-winner. MGM have done it again, this time with James Hilton's novel Goodbye Mr Chips. Unfortunately, in the process, they have done the original considerable damage. The story of Mr Chips has a great deal of charm but most of it has been lost in the spectacular, wide-screen, camera-panning cinerama version that Director Herbert Ross has turned out.



Goodbye Mr Chips traverses the entire life of Mr Chiping, a pedantic and reserved schoolmaster in an English public school. Throughout the film, Chips remains a caricature but Peter O'Toole succeeds in adding life if not depth to the role. Chips meets and later marries an actress from the stage, played by Petula Clark. Miss Clark hates the stage, just like, as she says in the best cliche in the film, "a captain hating the sea". So Pet becomes Mrs Chips who, despite her extroverted temperament, relishes the rustic life of an English public school. In some very appealing sequences, she undermines the traditional austerity of the school with her stageshow flamboyancy. Mr and Mrs Chips live happily for two decades until her death during the war. We see Mr Chips living on to old age with only his memories. This last part of the film evokes glimmerings of the transience of life, but the effect is not strong, owing partly to the inadequacies of Terrence Rattigan's screenplay and partly to the sheer length of the film.


There are two main faults with this film. The first is Leslie Bricusse's musical score. Only one of the songs is memorable; the rest are not only weak but distracting. The second fault is the photography. At times during the film, director Ross' camera seems to be almost uncontrolled. This is especially so during the scene in Naples in which Chips meets his future wife. Here the camera movement is quite mindless. The camera zooms, pans and swings continually, all to no effect. One good piece of photography, however, must be mentioned. Mrs Chips is killed in a flying bomb attack, and the camera is placed in front of the bomb. We see it dip, and fall with the camera freezing on the point of impact. The effect is quite chilling.


Mr Ross has committed still further faults. He has failed to coach his actors into giving convincing character portrayals. He seems instead to have relied on isolated effects of individual lines and scense: there is little cohesion. Chips at the beginning of the film and Chips half way through the film are two very different personalities; a change in character not justified by changes in circumstances. Petula Clark's performance is still worse. Whereas Peter O'Toole's acting has sporadic high points, Petula Clark fails totally to bring any intellectual depth to her role and rests satisfied with the mere presentation of superficial feelings.


The director has also failed in his attempt to show time passing. His effort to depict the entire life of Chips lacks a sense of motion, and rests on three or four unrelated chapters in his life.


For the most part, 
Goodbye Mr Chips has pretensions which do not come off. The producers opted for a large scale production-special musical score, Cinerama, 70 millimeters, long running time and the rest of it. The story of Mr Chips would, in my opinion have made an excellent low budget, short, intimate movie. In adopting epic techniques, the beauty of the story somehow got lost.
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Goodbye Mr Chips.


Reviewed by 
Eric Frykberg
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There is a common tendency among film-makers, especially those from the larger studios, to transform popular films and novels into musicals. 
Hullo Dolly and 
Oliver are just two examples. This tendency is possibly a reflection of a commercial caution on their part since the musical is traditionally a safe economic venture; while the presence of a big-name writer in the credits should cement the probability that the resulting production will be a money-winner. MGM have done it again, this time with James Hilton's novel Goodbye Mr Chips. Unfortunately, in the process, they have done the original considerable damage. The story of Mr Chips has a great deal of charm but most of it has been lost in the spectacular, wide-screen, camera-panning cinerama version that Director Herbert Ross has turned out.



Goodbye Mr Chips traverses the entire life of Mr Chiping, a pedantic and reserved schoolmaster in an English public school. Throughout the film, Chips remains a caricature but Peter O'Toole succeeds in adding life if not depth to the role. Chips meets and later marries an actress from the stage, played by Petula Clark. Miss Clark hates the stage, just like, as she says in the best cliche in the film, "a captain hating the sea". So Pet becomes Mrs Chips who, despite her extroverted temperament, relishes the rustic life of an English public school. In some very appealing sequences, she undermines the traditional austerity of the school with her stageshow flamboyancy. Mr and Mrs Chips live happily for two decades until her death during the war. We see Mr Chips living on to old age with only his memories. This last part of the film evokes glimmerings of the transience of life, but the effect is not strong, owing partly to the inadequacies of Terrence Rattigan's screenplay and partly to the sheer length of the film.


There are two main faults with this film. The first is Leslie Bricusse's musical score. Only one of the songs is memorable; the rest are not only weak but distracting. The second fault is the photography. At times during the film, director Ross' camera seems to be almost uncontrolled. This is especially so during the scene in Naples in which Chips meets his future wife. Here the camera movement is quite mindless. The camera zooms, pans and swings continually, all to no effect. One good piece of photography, however, must be mentioned. Mrs Chips is killed in a flying bomb attack, and the camera is placed in front of the bomb. We see it dip, and fall with the camera freezing on the point of impact. The effect is quite chilling.


Mr Ross has committed still further faults. He has failed to coach his actors into giving convincing character portrayals. He seems instead to have relied on isolated effects of individual lines and scense: there is little cohesion. Chips at the beginning of the film and Chips half way through the film are two very different personalities; a change in character not justified by changes in circumstances. Petula Clark's performance is still worse. Whereas Peter O'Toole's acting has sporadic high points, Petula Clark fails totally to bring any intellectual depth to her role and rests satisfied with the mere presentation of superficial feelings.


The director has also failed in his attempt to show time passing. His effort to depict the entire life of Chips lacks a sense of motion, and rests on three or four unrelated chapters in his life.


For the most part, 
Goodbye Mr Chips has pretensions which do not come off. The producers opted for a large scale production-special musical score, Cinerama, 70 millimeters, long running time and the rest of it. The story of Mr Chips would, in my opinion have made an excellent low budget, short, intimate movie. In adopting epic techniques, the beauty of the story somehow got lost.
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"During the past year, leaders of all sections of New Zealand's economic life, participating in the National Development Conference, expressed their unanimous agreement that the setting of economic targets for the future was insufficient and that the achievement of higher material standards must be accompanied by the creation of a social and cultural environment conducive to the attainment of a fuller and more satisfying way of life."


Thus read the opening paragraph of the notes supplied with an invitation to Arts Conference 70, the Conference that had as its slogan the words "Policy into action."


Everyone who was fortunate enough to attend the Conference would agree that it was a unique occasion. One could not help but have expected that it would linger in the memory for a long, long while when its aims were defined as "the establishment of a cultural policy for the next decade." And it was memorable. I shall leave a close delineation of the moods and humours of the Conference to the excellent Brunton, whose 
Fated Lurch does so much to convey the turgid writhings of the monster that was Arts Conference 70. A rather more explicit summation of the Conference may be helpful, however:



1. It was naive in conception. The Conference programme referred to 
Saved as "the play in which the baby gets stoned to death." The Conference motif reminded him, Patrick Hanly said, of a "potato-cut." The requisite politicians were in attendance (David Seath, Minister of Internal Affairs and philistine, began his address by saying "It is April 10th today . . . Wahine Day, I think . . . very different today from two years ago ... we were wondering whether it was Canadian, British or Australian weather we were experiencing . . There were too many speeches. Too many friendly tea breaks, chais, get togethers.



2. It was sabotaged. Artists were conspicuously absent. At a meeting of the younger delegates which I attended, it was pointed out that there was not one artist—in any medium—amongst us save Alan Brunton. We were all young bureaucrats—cultural affairs officers, student newspaper editors and so on. Bureaucrats of all ages preponderated. Departments of State such as Internal Affairs, Treasury and Foreign Affairs were ever-present. Arts Council bureaucrats too made their presence felt. I recall glancing up and seeing Arts Council Secretary John Malcolm grinning broadly as a motion calling for discussion of the question of direct representation of practitioners of the arts was defeated.



3. It was inconclusive. The decisions of Arts Conference 70 will be thrown into the faces of the arts community for the next decade. In fact, practically none of the discussion at the Conference related to the problems of the next two years, let alone the next ten. And so much that needed to be said about the last ten years wasn't said. Some of the participants, however, came away angry. That was a start.


A couple of days before the Conference, an acquaintance of mine wrote to me saying "I will not be coming to Arts Conference 70 . . . this for several reasons: I am suspicious of committees and the like. To me they always seem to achieve little and waste a great deal of time talking about what to do but never doing it. After seeing the programme for the whole thing I doubt the worth of trying to penetrate the thick layers of pretension and 
Art that will be present. I agree we need more money but I feel that the bad scene called Arts Conference 70 will do little if anything to help the arts in any way." Sadly, he was almost right. Arts Conference 70 did speak for the arts . . . but with a muted voice.



David Harcourt
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Documents Issued In Vanishing Ink Faded into Old Pawn Tickets. New Documents were Constantly Required. The Citizens Rushed from one Bureau to Another in a Frenzied Attempt to meet Impossible Deadlines



Arts Conference 70 is, from the onset, clearly to be the demesne of Fred Turnovsky, leather manufacturer and gentleman of the arts, a real Dr Benway with his sepuchral Latah, W.N. Sheat, beside him. Early notice is served that the Conference can achieve nothing—Benway leads out the politicians to disabuse his captured on that point: Hon. D.C. Seath sounds off with the statement that the Government (the Annexia that haunts the whole proceedings) will not deal with the Arts which are to be self-sufficient in terms, he continues, of self-support and self-reliance. Any Government outlay should be determined by public demand. Phil Amos is simply inept in opposition, a line of gauche platitudes about the 'quality of life,' a community searching for a soul and the quest for an "awareness of beauty, sensitivity, creativity and 
Truth." Already the whole thing has lost reality and now old Bill Gains, sly old dog, Deputy Prime Minister, no lesser luminary, completely obliterates any memories we may have of that particular concept. The people out there are humble folk and you artists should not be too arrogant; you have just to develop self-support ("What can this shibboleth mean?" I ask myself); come now, let us avoid the notion of culture for culture's sake; and, after all, financial restraint develops priorities, and for god's sake think of the economic implications of everything you might say. In other words, don't ask for the money because the Government will be sympathetic but above all responsible. Send any realistic demands to local government.



Dr Benway is Operating in an Auditorium Filled with Students: Now, Boys, you won't see this Operation Performed Very Often and There's a Reason for that . . . you see it has Absolutely no Medical Value. No One knows what the Purpose of it Originally was or if it had a Purpose at all. Personally, I Think it was a Pure Artistic Creation from the Beginning.


Fred Benway-Turnovsky rises to his feet and is followed by a hush—then what I take to be the burden of this Conference: set the arts in the economic framework and all will be saved (for this man has a fear that the 
Arts may not survive to the end of the seventies) and, because there is a later statement of belief that the arts are necessary for man's personal survival, I am overcome with an existential rage that we must rescue the arts now. This merchant enchants me. New Zealand will be an island of sanity in the world if only we can save the arts he says and, because of the profit motive in art, merchants are most sensitive to the needs of the people. He adds; the arts will create, by 1979, a distinctive NZ nationality. There should be no controversy, the visual arts people in Auckland misunderstood (wilfully, it seems) that the people have a democratic right to Culture and retail stores have it also.


We all sail gladly on, too frightened to come out of this Never-Never-Land in case we sense the implications of all the incredible abuse of 
Art, which is close to us: we carry it in our hearts, in our tit pockets. We stay there, despite a gesture from the real from Professor John Reid who, somewhat in despair, indicates that the arts should be abrasive as well as comforting and that the Conference should make an absolute commitment to the individual vision. The Conference ignores him and I am too offended by his attitude to what he calls the "voguishly unconventional" to want to lose my anonymity by making my distress public. Instead, I castigate myself with the wise words of Benway-Tumovsky: "Much of the blame for the present neglect (of the arts) lies at the door of the artists and supporters themselves."



A.J.: "Call out my Sweitzers, God Damn it! Guard me from these She-Foxes!" Mr Hyslop, A.J.'s Secretary, Looks up from his Comic Book: 'The Sweitzers Liquefy Already."


Latah-Sheat now straddles the microphone purportedly to outline the organisation of the Arts Council but really to show what a clown he is; his claim to fame resting originally, it is alleged, in producing an Extravaganza for Victoria some years before. His bias is towards the performing artist and his task to keep the amateurs happy. He further claims that the Arts Council is disappointed with the quality and the number of the applicants for aid. It is not difficult to see why. A record such as follows can only mean that it would be an embarrassment to be connected with the machinations of the Council:




	1.
	A touring collection of ceramics and paintings in 1965 was actually lost in India until retrieved by accident—the damage inflicted on some articles in the exhibition was not covered by insurance.


	2.
	Barry Lett was refused a bursary to study gallery methods in England in 1967, the Council claiming that to award such a bursary would identify it with a specific: commercial undertaking.


	3.
	Throughout the Utter stages of 1968, correspondence from the Auckland City Art Gallery detailing the



procedure for the exhibition of New Zealand works at the Biennale of Sao Pualo, Brazil, was ignored in practical terms; the matter was settled by a refusal from the Prime Minister himself.


	4.
	The attempt to promote art in retail stores was inadequately researched and ineptly pursued—the artists involved were approached by the Council to perform in the actual stores with scant regard for the evident motive of the merchants of exploitation, whether in terms of prestige or finance. The committee notion of 'bringing art to the people,' in this instance at least, was advanced by the Council without sensitivity to the needs of the artists themselves, and with a heavyhanded rejection of the advice of its own visual arts panel.



There are intrusions of the real: Neil McGough wants to toss out the idea that interested bystanders should be controlling the finance that is available. Gil Docking is more specific in his complaints: he regards the Arts Council as monolithic, autocratic and representative of only one region; he voices a suspicion that those on the Council are more interested in the by-products than the arts themselves, the search for kudos and prestige determines the nature of the arts administration. Point ignored, Benway-Turnovsky is running a Conference and discussion is not, it seems, to be one of the objects. He is paternal, managerial, and waves a wristwatch in one hand and a silver gavel in the other. He hears nothing. Not even Roger Horrocks' attempt to establish a semblance of direct action by raising the question of priorities, i.e. what the Conference and the Council should be doing to support specific and feasible areas of individual creation, i. e. stop wasting all that money on ballet and opera; the gavel rises from behind plastic flowers and liquefies him.



The Great Slashtubitch Stands Revealed. His Face is Immense, Immobile like a Chimu Funeral Urn. He Wears Full Evening Dress, Blue Cape and Blue Monocle. Huge Grey Eyes with Tiny Black Pupils that Seem to Spit Needles. (Only The Coordinate Factualist Can Meet his Gaze.)


It is Professor John Roberts who has been asked to lecture on The Arts in an Expanding Economy' and he makes it the occasion for a display of facile and self-entrancing obfuscation and stupefaction of his spectators. He ranges from the hunger of the spirit to the Dureaucratisation of patronage, committing verbicide with abandon. His proposal for a welfare security scheme for the artist (nicely described as "a public utility") is surrounded by a pudding of Hegelianism about the relative quantitative and qualitative natures of the economic function and the artistic function, which relate, in his wisdom, to collective and individual experience. A wealth of platitude is compounded with the sneer of modesty. Eddie Isbey, one of the commentators on this paper, says that he cannot understand the two pages of it which he has read and makes a reasonable if simplistic plea for art patronage to be rescued from the beer and tobacco industries. From beside him Dr Sutch cries for aethetics to be the main subject taught in schools.




[image: Photo in a lecture theatre]


In the afternoon I find myself between a man from Federated Farmers and the Secretary for Foreign Affairs in what is called a Working Party but which merely shows the dilletante forces at the Conference and their ineptitude in conducting a meeting in an intelligent fashion. Each Working Party has its quota of civil servants (to trace possible sources of embarrassment and eliminate them if possible), its ideologues of the arts, its old women, its sniffy patrons, its articulate and therefore largely ignored artists, its artists silenced effectively by the too-quick grasp of the futility of it all. It is an exercise in egalitarianism and, as a consequence, the 'Working Party convenience' (in every sense) achieves little beyond frustration.



A Rout of Mullahs and Muftis and Musseins and Caids and Glaouis and Sheiks and Sultans and Holy Men and Representatives of Every Conceivable Arab Party Make up the Rank and File and Attend the Actual Meetings from Which the Higher Ups Prudently Abstain. Though the Delegates are Carefully Searched at the door, These Gatherings Invariably Culminate in Riots.



Anthony Burgess has been landed with the task of discussing the question 'Art or Entertainment?' and makes a fair impromptu fist of the question too. His is an antique version of the pastoral art in which art is at once a problem of aesthetics and of the notion of ultimate reality. The matter of subjective responses and of the illusion of vision, a sense of some value above the temporal-spatial nexus—a vision of order which, as defined in the artifice, limits the chaotic continuum of experience. There is a meaning in the artistic construct only by the trickery of the coincidence of disparate experiences; the image is diversion, art is to give delight, he waggles his joy in the air—the high religion with which we began the Conference self-destructs, liquefies; the subventive definition of Benway-Turnovsky of Art as replacing the religious temper is laid at his feet by this gentleman and scholar of the arts. Burgess raunches on with a passing piddle on the academic tradition of gloomy study and we subside with him into a consideration of Entertainment. In this, we flip the coin of Art, the formal elements are primarily mechanistic operating toward a totality which is suspicious to the spectator, it is therefore a false totality.


Then, mechanistically, Burgess discovers the three points that seem important to the Conference as it now stands:




	1.
	Literature is the most complex art because it is a mindful process of creation. Because it is an individual stance it is suspect to rulers; the individual faces the machine with the threat of subversion, his is a private vision inimical to the polis.


	2.
	Politicians are men who have failed in the other arts, Burgess having with the rest of us to suffer the opening by the politicians.


	3.
	The subsidy of funds leads to a false value system and eventually to a denial of literature, this follows as corollary to the first point but with an extension that is offensive to the bourgeoise.



Alack, for Burgess has catapulted opera and ballet to the lowest rung of the arts and as the Arts Council has few meaningful notions of placing finance except in these self-same areas, the whisper of heresy perambulates the imaginations of the spectators—Benway-Turnovsky is almost impassioned in defence of these luxury items but his captives have escaped. Burgess releases us and George Webby takes the podium to speak for great numbers. Webby has personal artistic needs and he wants them satisfied. This is the first hint that these people could get out of hand but a charming riposte to the concept from Anthony Richardson keeps the conflagration from taking over: to a person in Wellington, art happens in Wellington and entertainment happens in Auckland; sectional interests cannot survive wit.


"
You Mean Like Friendly Finance? . . . they Got this Toothless Egyptian Eunuch does the Job. They figure he Arouse Less Antagonism, you Dig, he Always take Down his Pants to Show you his Condition. Now I'm Just a Poor Old Eunuch Trying to keep up my Habit. Lady, I Got a Job to do is all . . . Disconnect Her Boys." He Shows his Gums in a Feeble Snarl . . . "Not For Nothing am i Known as Nellie the Repossessor."



Bob Chapman it is who gives the most lucid paper to this point which moves around the question of patronage until he leaps out onto the bundle of the Arts Council itself having, sly tactics from Academe, presented a perfectly logical grounding for his conclusions. The historical survey proceeds by emphasising the impersonality of the art market at each historical point yet indicating the loss of the knowledge of how to patronise with the encroachment of public and exchequer finance. And with the cessation of the monetary support of men of rank (except in the USA where the relocation of the Old Masters is likened to the looting of Napoleon), the invasion of the arts by the academies, i.e. institutional patrons. The loss of whimsy and the peculiarities of taste of the aristocratic patron have been inadequately replaced by the new emphasis, beginning in Britain with the Education Act of 1944, on the relation between the arts and education and welfare. This is the source of troubles in New Zealand for:


"
regardless of the difference between fifty and two and three quarter millions of people; regardless of the fact that we are not moored opposite a continent brimming with opportunities to tour, to exchange, to compare, to recruit; regardless of how different are our native preferences, frailties and strengths; we have reproduced here the proportions evolved by our British exemplar. We struggle to maintain one of everything: an opera, a symphony, a ballet, a theatre, a true Noah's Ark of the arts."


Thus, we here are saddled with a system of bureaucratic centralisation allied inevitably to the taxation system. The orientation towards the performing arts and the concept in the minds of the arts administrators of the 'minimum necessary survival,' has led to the emphasis on ballet and opera for which the Council adopts an 'aid to the stricken giant' approach. It is instructive, perhaps, that the Arts is now a term used in the singular as an advertising gimmick for democratic notions created the idea of the 'masses.' It is obvious that the task of the Conference, in the minds of its instigators, is to do a selling job. 
David Harcourt in commentary on this paper remarks impertinently—for he is here to snow, along with the other student contingents, that the Young are after all a part of the local artistic scene (noble concession)—that the Conference seems to be "a bureaucrats' tea party." My own notion is that the Conference will serve the very real purpose of establishing the machinery for determining an Establishment against which the young artist could develop anger, revolt and despair: the necessaries of creation.



Luncheon of Nationalist Party on Balcony Overlooking the Market. Cigars, Scotch, Polite Belches . . . The Party Leader Strides about in a Jellaba Smoking a Cigar and Drinking Scotch. He Wears Expensive English Shoes, Loud Socks, Garters, Muscular, Hairy Legs—overall Effect of a Successful Gangster in Drag.


It is time for a panel discussion; all right, let's get 
Sinclair, Hanly, Cross, Jenny McLeod, Burgess, Manvell




and Roy Cowan together and ask them things like what is a creative artist and what is the role of the creative artist in society and his relation to the law of supply and demand. Benway will chair the panel and it will be recorded; so we are requested not to swear, blaspheme or libel. The result is the mayhem we have been wishing for. Burgess claims to be working on a volume of an encyclopeadia (
Anth-Burg), Hanly gesticulates with fingers to the camera claiming to be "doing his own thing" as a "dedicated nut", Cross wants to take the Arts Council outside and shoot them (wild, delirious applause from the floor), Sinclair rails against the bourgeois arts and the attempt to create a public market for opera and ballet, Cowan talks about the artist as a fisher of men, and McLeod demands that society have no responsibility to the artist. The premises of the existence of the Council itself are destroyed before its own very well-meaning mediocrity. Burgess' talk of the artist releasing atavistic emotions becomes true and Benway-Turnovsky, for the first time, seems to lose control. The Conference is being taken from his hands. The committee-idea that has been the structural assumption of the jaunt liquefies. I am excited out of pessimistic indifference by the character of Hanly (who beforehand had taken in a movie called HUK) his divine accident that makes a work of art happen here and now. We rush to dinner with our apostasies on our lapels instead of in our pockets. Benway-Turnovsky is eradicated. There has been a man on our minds and he, monkey-figure, is expelled:



Salvador Hassan O'Leary, Alias the Shoe Store Kid, Alias Wrong Way Marv, Alias After Birth Leary. Alias Slunky Pete, Alias Placenta Juan, Alias K.Y. Ahmed, Auas el Cinche, Alias el Culito, ETC., ETC.


Finally, the remits from individuals, organisations, spectators, propagandists, old ladies social groups, promotors, frauds, fairies, publicans and brass bands are hauled before the 
Plenary Session of the last day (
Last Day—implications!) to be adopted by the sundry individuals remaining. And despite the manic gabble that there has been, there are important items here. Yet first the dissident are allowed speech, to travail gamely against the Arts Council and its bloody Conference (but it's all okay, you see, it's the last day and you cannot do anything about it, ah, wily Benway.) The most cogent assault against the managers and merchants is that of Chapman once more, again someone with status and argument to impress the former. When he sums up the Conference at the end of the reluctantly granted open session he points to five areas of strong dissatisfaction in the debate:




	1.
	The organisation of the Arts Council (structure of panels etc.).


	2.
	Membership of the Council.


	3.
	Question of priorities (the support of the luxury items that have little place in either indigenous or cathartic culture; Arts Council spending on ballet and opera in a recent 12 month period amounting to $170,338 from a total budget of $325,171—the State Literary Fund total was $4,175 (of which $325 was used for travel costs of members).


	4.
	That there has been no guarantee that the Council, let alone the Government, will act upon the resolutions of the Conference; has the exercise been more than a political tactic?


	5.
	The auasi-debate over regionalism again nationalism has been polite, guarded and not substantial.



Another area where the Conference has been amiss, there has been no debate over the Question of censorship and as it turns out there is none by the conclusion.


Roger Horrocks tosses in a remit to support his statements of the first day about priorities: 
That the Arts Council give close consideration to its priorities in accordance with which it allocates its support. The question has been fundamental and discussed by individuals but this is the formal move to drop opera and ballet from their pre-eminence. Naturally the remit is passed too quickly to allow time for debate or even a brief consideration of its implications. Surprisingly, Latah-Sheat is the one who stands in support of this motion but his call for positive action is rejected and we are caught cold-footed by this transformation of the pallid Chairman of the Council and the time is missed. The remits are dragged into the light of day from where they have been lurking in the working-parties, for formal adoption or rejection by the full Conference. The most interesting one concerns the question of whether or not the Council should in a strict and constitutional manner be subject to review by the artist themselves. Remit Two: 
That the whole question of appointment to the Arts Council and to its ancillary bodies such as the advisory panels (including the 
possibility of regional representation) be re-examined. A struggle is lead by 
Alister Taylor, Hugh Rennie, Bernard Kearns and David Harcourt to add to this a specific injunction that members of the Council and its panels be elected by the practitioners of the appropriate arts themselves and, further, that the government appointees be positioned only after consultation with specific bodies, e.g. the National Arts Federation of N.Z. Kearns would also like to sec an annual review of the actions of the Council by a conference of those artists concerned with the workings of the Council. Both moves are rejected and the reasons are not difficult to locate: the battle is a matter of principle for those under thirty and those who actually do the business of creation; the antedeluvian repressers fear the former while the administrators fear the latter. As both repressers and administrators (and academics) are preponderant here the move fails, by a massive anti-vote. As the move falters, Benway is allowed to move back into the centre of power, darkness descends for us.



The Exact Objectives of Islam Inc. Are Obscure. Needless to Say Everyone Involved has a Different Angle, and they Intend to Cross each Other up somewhere along the Line.


One remit that promised a battle was for the elimination of the State Literary Fund, in favour of an advisory panel of the Arts Council with increased funds for its purposes. The intent was clear, to get a larger part of what was going and to aid the now stricken cause of priorities (literature being NZ's most significant—and therefore, inevitably, underfinanced—art would supersede the arrogant and inflated demands of the performing arts). As it happens, the only defence for retention of the Fund is made by its present Secretary (a civil servant) and by delegates from 
Pen (which has, supposedly, the independent say in the Fund's deliberations). The temper of the Conference having become rather anti-bureaucrat, the remit is passed without bother. The immediate problem here is unlikely to be fiscal but rather that the new panel will be treated after the fashion of the visual arts panel.


The question of the representation of youth in the structure of the Arts Council suffers more argument than anticipated but is adopted after this manner:


That all Arts Council Advisory Panels include at least one member from student bodies, young people's bodies or the corresponding age group, and that these same delegates meet together, as one group from time to time under their own chairman to advise the Council on the special needs of young people in the arts.
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Left: 
a plaster bust of Michelangelo's "Moses" on display in. Milne & Choyce—an Auckland haberdashery/button merchant. This display and similar 'art' displays received the blessing of the Arts Council.

Jonathan Brunette






[image: Ans Westra]
Ans Westra




The unfortunate wording in this one remit leads to visions of disembodied limbs setting upon the Council and seems to leave representation open to Boy Scouts and so on, yet the intention survives. There is further opportunity for patronage for the young Factualists if another remit, originally from Keith Sinclair, is put into operation: that the Arts Council offer more fellowships in writing and more in painting and sculpture annually. Conversation with Benway afterwards indicates that optimism here would not be misplaced, the Factualists have their consolation.


Other remits range from the recommendation that weaving be recognised as suitable for inclusion in Art exhibitions (passed unanimously), to an attempt to bring pressure upon the NZBC to limit its policy of churning out pop and light music for about 90% of its music programmes (rejected unanimously).



The Ouab Days are upon us Raw Pealed Winds of Hate and Mischance Blew the Shot.


Benway's summation of the Conference is sufficient indication of the tenor of its proceedings, there is generality to avoid humiliation, there is a general demand for more loot than the present four-tenths of one per cent relative to the Gross National Product which is spent now and here. Benway talks of the stimulation and enrichment from the interchange of ideas, the beginning of a flowering of the arts, the political strength, the notion that this Conference has laid the foundations for a cultural policy and a relocation of the resources for the arts. It has been, he says, a very polite type of conference. It would be unfair to disagree with his conclusions—it has been, after all, his Conference.



I Hung up and took a Taxi out of the Area . . in the Cab I Realized what had Happened . . . I had been Occluded from Space time like an Eel's Ass Occludes when he stops Eating on the way to Sargasso . . . Locked Out . . . Never again would I have a Key, a Point of Intersection . . . the Heat was off me from Here on out . . . Far Side of the World's Mirror, Moving Into the Past with Hauser and O'Brien . . . Clawing at a Not-Yet of Telepathic Bureaucracies, time Monopolies, Control Drugs, Heavy Fluid Addicts.


Alan Brunton
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Sit down and give my impressions of the new New Zealand after being away for two years? Love to, Dave. As a political scientist, of course, and a student of culture. Some very impressive developments—ten o'clock closing, the NDC, hunt for oil.






Harp!


Food and faeces. Yes, food and faeces have preoccupied my attention since my return. Could they be the basis of New Zealand culture?






Harpie


We all know about the New Zealand - consumes - more animal - protein - per - head than - any - country - in - the world bit. Just go into any coffee shop at eleven a.m. Two hours before lunch, but old and young alike can't seem to stuff the eclairs down fast enough.






Must Not Come Into Contact


But what's the faecal connection?






With Anything Except the Bowl


On the way up to Auckland, I noticed a sign by the road. Evidently aiming to make the motorists stop for refreshment, it read 
Have a Cuppa Toilet. Whether this is going one better than Roman self-regurgitation, I can't say. As a foreign tourist, I'd never before been aware of the full meaning of "Have a Cuppa".






Special Formula


It's Ruskin's point that individual taste makes culture. What about the Taj Mahal? Not the Mogul masterpiece at Agra, but Wellington's own eponymous structure. Proclaimed an independent territory in 1967 by patriotic citizens, it was once a public toilet and is soon to become a public eating place.






Keeps the Bowl


I was shopping in Rotorua, and as often happens to us tourists, I had to go. "Upstairs", the salesgirl told me. "Try two doors down", the upstairs girl said. Two doors down there was indeed a big door marked 'Toilet", but once inside I was confronted by a virago called a Plunket Nurse: "Now we don't come in here, do we?" said she, smiling sweetly as she threw a hammerlock on me and tossed me to the pavement. With feverish steps, I walked from street to street. Twice more I was directed down blind alleys. (Did I dare? I did.)






Germ Free and Clean


Has the North Islander gone beyond effluence, I wondered. Did the absence of men's toilets have any tie in with the talk of contamination of Lake Rotorua?






Perfumed


The West Coast, Haast, Milford, Manapouri—what a paradise of wilderness is the South Island. But touring around we discovered a curious thing: you could drive for miles and miles without seeing a house or any other human habitation, but every half mile or so there stood a grot. In the midst of magnificent rain forest, with the birds in serenade and a vista of the Southern Alps to enhance your meditations—and you were supposed to walk into this two foot square enclosure and shut yourself away from it all. Why so many toilets with so few people to use them? And why so many in the country but so few in the city? It seemed all right for sheep and cattle to honour the land with their blessings of nature, but much expense had gone into seeing that no humans did.






Lavatory


Not long ago the newspapers told of an individual from the town of Leeston who sat for 166 hours on top of a flagpole in order to raise money for a toilet-building project. Where ever it is, Leeston must be in the South Island. As a protest against too few toilets the logical demonstration would be a public shit-in. But no. In Leeston a man sat for a week with a flag-pole thrusting hard against his bowels. Reportedly, the people loved it. (Did he love it, too?)






Cleanser


What does it mean for the future, this deep-seated hold-it-in ethos? Will New Zealand be able to resist the encroaching influence of the product-packed-wired and volted Anglo-American society, where as we know the defecation habits have already become so neurotic and gross. Tourism should get on to it, and place the following song in all "Visit New Zealand" adverts:




O give me a home



Where the buffalo roam



And a piss is as free as the breeze



Where the air is still clean



And the people are keen



And you can take a shit where you please.




Such promotion would launch a tourist revolution and the immigration trends would reverse overnight. New Zealand would become a cynosure among nations and enjoy permanent prosperity.




[image: I thank you with tears in my eyes.]
I thank you with tears in my eyes.




Jonathan Fox.




[image: Nicola . . . Salient's nominee for Miss Victoria.]

Nicola . . . 
Salient's nominee for Miss Victoria.

John Eastcott
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The West Coast, Haast, Milford, Manapouri—what a paradise of wilderness is the South Island. But touring around we discovered a curious thing: you could drive for miles and miles without seeing a house or any other human habitation, but every half mile or so there stood a grot. In the midst of magnificent rain forest, with the birds in serenade and a vista of the Southern Alps to enhance your meditations—and you were supposed to walk into this two foot square enclosure and shut yourself away from it all. Why so many toilets with so few people to use them? And why so many in the country but so few in the city? It seemed all right for sheep and cattle to honour the land with their blessings of nature, but much expense had gone into seeing that no humans did.
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What does it mean for the future, this deep-seated hold-it-in ethos? Will New Zealand be able to resist the encroaching influence of the product-packed-wired and volted Anglo-American society, where as we know the defecation habits have already become so neurotic and gross. Tourism should get on to it, and place the following song in all "Visit New Zealand" adverts:




O give me a home



Where the buffalo roam



And a piss is as free as the breeze



Where the air is still clean



And the people are keen



And you can take a shit where you please.




Such promotion would launch a tourist revolution and the immigration trends would reverse overnight. New Zealand would become a cynosure among nations and enjoy permanent prosperity.
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[image: Graduate MCA with honours. A study of convenience foods is rewarding. These subjects, for example— WATTIE S BOIL-IN-BAG A complete meal—all you need is a saucepan. WATTIE S CASSEROLES A little heat and can-opener—very sustaining. WATTIE'S BEANS AND FRANKS For a snack or a meal—quick. WATTIE'S STEAKBURGERS Grill or try—extraordinarily appetising. WATTIE'S TOMATO TREATS Baked Beans in Tomato Sauce, Spaghetti in Tomato Sauce, Sausages in Tomato Sauce—just three you'll like. Master of Culinary Arts]
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