




Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Students' Newspaper. Vol. 32, No. 24. October 2, 1969


The NZETC epub Edition
This is an epub version of 
     
Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Students' Newspaper. Vol. 32, No. 24. October 2, 1969
    by
     
    from the NZETC, licenced under the
     
Conditions of use 
     (http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/tei-NZETC-About-copyright.html).
 For more information on what this licence allows you to do with this work, please contact Library-TechnologyServices@vuw.ac.nz. 
The NZETC is a digital library based at Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand. We publish texts of interest to a New Zealand and Pacific audience, and current strengths include historical New Zealand and Pacific Islands texts, texts in Maori and New Zealand literature. A full list of texts is available on our website (http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/).
Please report errors, including where you obtained this file, how you tried to access the file and details of the error. Errors, feedback and comments can be sent to Library-TechnologyServices@vuw.ac.nz.
About the electronic version


Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Students' Newspaper. Vol. 32, No. 24. October 2, 1969

Editor: 
Roger Wilde

Creation of machine-readable version: 
Keyboarded by Planman Technologies

Creation of digital images: 
Planman Technologies

Conversion to TEI-conformant markup: 
Planman Technologies

Victoria University of Wellington Library, 2013

Wellington, New Zealand


Publicly accessible


URL: http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/collections.html


copyright 2013, by the Victoria University of Wellington Library


Extent: ca. 140 kilobytes




About the print version




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Students' Newspaper. Vol. 32, No. 24. October 2, 1969

Editor: 
Roger Wilde


Victoria University of Wellington Students' Association, October 2, 1969

Wellington



Salient

32





Encoding

        
All unambiguous end-of-line hyphens have been removed and
          the trailing part of a word has been joined to the preceding
          line, except in the case of those words that break over a
          page.

        
Some keywords in the header are a local Electronic
          Text Collection scheme to aid in establishing analytical
          groupings.

      







Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Students' Newspaper. Vol. 32, No. 24. October 2, 1969

Contents


	

	
[title page] 

p. 1

	
Inside Today



	

	
Beauty And The Blood

	
Labour Club Has Young H.B. Candidate

	
8 On Exec

	
Students Seek Stage III Maori

	
[advert]

	
[Photo of Judith Todd] 

p. 2

	
Procedure When Enrolling For 1970

	
Regular Features

	
planning for "best-ever"

	
Student Representation Council

	
Opposition To SA Tour Urged

	
Americans Better Educated Than Ever Before

	
Salient Technical Editor 1970

	
Staff

	
Letters To The Editor

	
[Terms and conditions of letters to the editor]

	
Pretty's ring — by 
Tony Marsh

	
parking — by 
A. D. McEwan

	
M.S.A — Eade — by 
A. Sharifuddin

	
Gazette — by 
Chris Campbell

	
Watch out



	
[advert]

	
S.R.C. to remain as constituted 

p. 3

	
[advert]

	
Pym Attacks Newspaper

	
[advert]

	
President criticised

	
[advert]

	
The Law And Punishment 

p. 4

	
[introduction] 

p. 4

	
Arguments against corporal punishment

	
Arguments for corporal punishment

	
Summary

	
Sentences



	
[advert]

	
The Official View — by 
J. R. Marshall 

p. 5

	
[introduction] 

p. 5

	
Penal Measures

	
Restitution

	
Conclusion



	
[advert]

	
How Do You Make Out Of Writing 

p. 6

	
Reincarnation — by 
Frif Tonkord 

p. 9

	
A Living From Art 

p. 10

	
Wong Sing Tai, artist 

p. 10

	
Paul Melser, potter



	
Films — Murder Sicilian Style — by 
Nevil Gibson 

p. 11

	
[advert]

	
Art — Bronze sculptures, simple pottery — by 
Jan Walker 

p. 12

	
[advert]

	
"Stop I Can't Finance This..." 

p. 13

	
[advert]

	
Noshingrog 

p. 14

	
(Salient 1970)

	
[advert]

	
Curious Cove Congress: Not Just a Meeting of Minds 

p. 15

	
[advert]

	
Committee on Vietnam appeals for funds

	
Classified

	
out side left 

p. 16

	
Sport with Ian Stockwell

	
Ski Champs — John Armstrong excels — by 
Ian Stockwell

	
[introduction]

	
N.Z. Champs

	
Skiing Movies



	
Water Polo — A Fun Game ... of skill, pace, joie de vivre — by 
Ian Stockwell

	
[introduction]

	
History

	
Spectator Sport

	
Basic Rules

	
1969/70 Season





	
Argot editor

	
Simple Simon Says

	
Auckland

	
Wanganui

	
Waipukurau



	
[Reguest for a pen-pal from Robert Savage]

	
[advert]










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Students' Newspaper. Vol. 32, No. 24. October 2, 1969



Contents


	
[title page] 

p. 1

	
Inside Today








Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Students' Newspaper. Vol. 32, No. 24. October 2, 1969

[title page]







Salient


Victoria University of Wellington Students' Newspaper


Vol. 32, No. 24


October 2, 1969






This belongs to David and Marie Harcourt, c/o. 6 Rochdale Street, Christchurch.
Published by the Victoria University of Wellington Students' Assn. (Inc.), typesetting by Typographical Services Ltd., Wellington, and printed by the Wanganui Chronicle Co. Ltd., Wanganui. New Zealand. October 2, 1969.











Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Students' Newspaper. Vol. 32, No. 24. October 2, 1969

Inside Today




Inside Today



• 
Earning a living as a free-lance journalist ... two interviews, pages 6-7.


• 

Earning a living as an artist ... interviews with a painter and a potter, page 10.
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Beauty And The Blood




[image: Photo: Murray Vickers.]

A 
Nurse labelling samples for blood group tests during blood donation day at the Student Health Service.
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Labour Club Has Young H.B. Candidate



The Labour Party candidate for the Hawke's Bay electorate is the 21-year-old President of the Victoria University Labour Club, David Butcher.


Born in England, David comes from Hastings, where he joined the Labour Party at an early age.


He was the first President of the New Zealand Youth Advisory Council last year and is still on the Executive.


Unfortunately David could not be contacted before this issue of 
Salient went to press. But the general consensus around the university was that the selection was fitting tribute to the work David had performed for the Labour Party.


"It is good to see a candidate chosen from the University community", said one club member. He said David was well-known in the electorate which is at present held by the National MP Mr. Harrison.


Another said he would be an "intelligent spokesman" for the "progressive" policies the Labour Party had promulgated. There was a general feeling that the selection represented a victory for the youth wing of the Party.
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8 On Exec




8 
On Exec



Victoria University will have an eight-man Students' Association Executive next year.


The effect of a motion passed unanimously at last week's SGM is that the other seven members of the present Executive will become chairmen of sub-committees of the SRC.


This will apply to the National, International, Accommodation, Education, Public Relations, House and Social Controller positions.


The Executive will be composed of the President, Men's and Women's Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, Cultural Affairs, Publications, and Sports Officers.


These members will be elected in the same manner as they are at the moment. The seven portfolios on Exec. which will be incorporated into the SRC will have their chairmen elected by the first Ordinary meeting of the SRC at the beginning of the year.
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Students Seek Stage III Maori




Representations for a Stage III unit in Maori are being made by interested students.


A letter sent by several students to the Vice Chancellor, the secretary of the Joint Committee on Student Participation and the Dean of the Arts Faculty, notes the "extreme concern" felt at the information that there will be no provision for this unit in 1970.


"The course in Maori at this university is unique in that it is orientated to the oral and cultural traditions of the Maori and so is more than an academic study of a language", the letter said.


"For this reason it would be extremely difficult for students having completed Maori II at Victoria to take Maori III at Auckland where the course is less comparative and involved in literature and tradition and more purely analytical of the spoken language."


Several other reasons listed by the students why Victoria should offer a course in Maori to Stage III included the fact that the Turnbull Library and other national collections of published and unpublished material are now centred in Wellington.


The NZBC Maori programme material is available as are the Maori Land Court records.


"Wellington is handy to centres of Maori culture where there are still some people expert in the oral traditions of the Maori", the letter said.


"Much valuable liason work has already been done with regard to collecting original material for study."


The letter said that these factors "clearly point" to the need for teaching and research facilities at Victoria at a level where students can confidently commence analytical work on the valuable manuscripts and recorded versions of old Maori customs.


Referring to a previous refusal by the Professorial Board to accommodate a Stage III unit because of "lack of funds", the letter says discussions with anthropology department staff members reveal the course could probably be adequately undertaken with an additional junior lecturer on the staff.


"If lack of money is the reason for the refusal, the students involved may consider raising the money by efforts outside the university in order to pay a sufficiently qualified lecturer.


For the students to have to change universities at this stage would prove extremely difficult for reasons of studies, accommodation and finance."


One of the students concerned, Cesilia Whatapuhou, spoke of the "untapped and unrecorded knowledge, some of which is not even printed in books which the elders of tribes are taking with them to the grave.


"This is a big area of research," he said.


Another student who signed the letter, Stuart Davidson, spoke of the "oral transmission of knowledge" and emphasised that he was anxious not to let the research trail die with the old people.


He said some of the elders were suspicious that their knowledge would be used for commercial reasons.


This "mistrustful" attitude extended back into the last century when Sir George Grey did some research on the Maori.


Another Stage II student, Peter McLean, said the unit had "as much value as an academic discipline" because "Maori is a living language".


The next step for the students will be a meeting with the Dean of the Arts Faculty today.


"It's difficult at this time of the year", said Peter McLean.


"But I'm thinking of the students who have still to come to the university in years ahead".
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[image: Judith Todd, daughter of the former Prime Minister of Rhodesia who will be speaking at the University on Monday as part of a country-wide lecture tour.]

Judith Todd, daughter of the former Prime Minister of Rhodesia who will be speaking at the University on Monday as part of a country-wide lecture tour.
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Procedure When Enrolling For 1970




Internal students enrolling for the 1970 academic year will follow a procedure similar to last year's according to a statement from the University Registrar.


In 1970 enrolment in person will take place over the period Wednesday 18th February to Thursday 26th February.


Pre-enrolmcnt forms will be despatched to all students together with their final examination result notifications.


Enclosed with the pre-enrolment form will be an information sheet setting out the times and dates of enrolment for the various faculties.


Students should note that these forms will he posted to the address they have given for their result notifications, and it should not therefore be necessary for any currently enrolled internal students to apply for copies of the forms at the Registrars Office


Students who for various reasons may wish to obtain forms from the Registry before finals results are posted out, should ensure that they do not complete the forms before they have ascertained their 1969 examination results.


That is, a preliminary application for enrolment will be submitted to the Registrar by 31st January 1970.


Receipt of this application will not be acknowledged, but the form will be collected by the student at the time of enrolment in person.
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Regular Features





Regular Features



• Reviews



• News



• Centre Page



• Apologies for Lateness



This week we were held up by our legal eagles who, after several hours reflection, decided we could not publish a near-full page article on "The Case of The Disciplined Student", by Peter Cullen for the matter is considered sub-judice.
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planning for "best-ever"



Plans are being made for the cultural activities in 1970, said Graeme Nesbitt, the Cultural Affairs Officer.


Arts Festival is definitely being held here, from 15th August to 22nd August.


Also planned is a Shakespearean Festival, to be held early in the second term.


This would include production of plays, films, lectures, discussion and debates, and perhaps a Shakespearean banquet.


Ideas for both festivals are urgently required.


People interested in assisting with either should leave their names with the Office.
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Student Representation Council





Student Representation Council


A meeting of the SRC will be held in Memorial Theatre at I p.m. on Friday All members are invited to attend any stage of the proceedings they can.



Their Decisions Affect You!
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Opposition To SA Tour Urged



A petition, organised by the Secretary of 
Hart (Halt All Racist Tours) is circulating in the University.


The petition urges that "Parliament state its support for the principle of racial equality in sport and urge this Government to ask New Zealand sporting bodies to examine their overseas tours policy in the light of this principle and its effect on international relations".


Also that Parliament and Government should affirm their support for that Olympic principle of sport which forbids racial discrimination in the selection of national sports teams and for this reason it should he clearly stated that any team of New Zealanders which tends to participate in sport against teams which violate this principle are doing so as individuals and not as ambassadors or representatives of this country.


Finally that the Government should strongly advise sporting bodies against travelling to Rhodesia and South-West Africa which are under administrations declare illegal by the United Nations.
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Americans Better Educated Than Ever Before


An estimated 6.4 million men in the United States—more than 12 per cent. of those 21 years of age and older—have college degrees, according to a new report by the Census Bureau of the U.S. Government.


This is a four per cent. increase since 1964.


The report said the average educational attainment for non-whites increased from 8.9 years of schooling to 9.5 years between 1964 and 1968.


The report also said that U.S. citizens 75 years of age or older average under 8.5 years of schooling and those between 20 and 21 years of age have attended school for about 13 years. Average educational attainment in the country is thus increasing with each generation, the report concluded.
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Salient Technical Editor 1970


Applications are invited for the position of Salient Technical Editor in 1970. A salary of approximately $500 will be paid to the successful applicant. Inquiries about this position should be directed to the Publications Officer or to David Harcourt (Phone 758-775). Previous experience in newspaper production is desirable but not absolutely ssential.
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Staff


Editor: 
Roger Wilde.


Layout and design: 
Nevil Gibson


Assistants: 
Gren Hamilton, Greg Rowe, Simon Arnold.


Contributors: 
Janet Bogie, Mike Bergin, Les Atkins, George Rosenberg, Roger Lawrence, Roger Brooking, Dare Smith.


Reviews: 
Nevil Gibson (editor), Jan Walker, Michael Heath, Bill Evans.


Centre Page: 
Stephanie du Fresne.


Typist: 
Christine Wren


Photographers: 
Murray Vickers (editor), Peter Craven, Peter McLeod.


Business Manager: 
Brian Thornton


Advertising: 
Bob Dykes (Phone 70-319, 697-450).



An editorial scholarship from Rothmans is made available annually.
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Letters To The Editor






All Letters Submitted For Publication Must Be Signed With The Writer's Own Name. No Pseudonyms Will Be Accepted Save In Exceptional Circumstances.






Pretty's ring


Sir,—In publishing a second article by Mr. Ron Pretty on Wagner's opera-cycle The Ring, 
Salient 23 is perpetuating an error begun by his first article—aborgation of the critic's function. Any would-be reviewer should regard his task as the arousal of critical perception. He may theorize, question, rant, shatter social norms and indulge in iconociasm, provided the dullard perusing it comes away with some intellectual stimulus How is this achieved? By scintillating prose and lucid argument. Mr. Pretty's myopic vision includes no such objectives. His prose is muddled and laborious, rumbling along like an elderly bassoon stuck on A flat, and with as much grace as a tuba. One prize example occurs in his first review—the heroine's "state of expectancy". After wondering whether public transport was unusually erratic in those days, one realises that in fact the woman was pregnant. Critical remarks and argument? Mr. Pretty is unaware of their existence. The whole review reads very much like the work of a rather below-average third-former.


Appalling as these defects are, Mr. Pretty goes on to commit a erine unpardonable in circles concerned with a high standard of criticism. Two-thirds of his review (the plot synopsis) is cribbed without acknowledgment from the comprehensive booklet supplied with every record-set. This booklet is amazingly detailed. It contains the original German with an excellent translation in English printed above. Every act, every scene has the setting described, along with detailed stage directions for all the characters. Mr. Pretty must revise his opinion of himself. Far from being a second-rate reviewer, he is the unashamed plagiarist.





Tony Marsh.








parking


Sir,—It's 11.30 a.m. on Wednesday morning and I've just spent 30 fruitless minutes driving around looking for a parking space on or near (within ¼ mile) of the campus—Sir, not a proverbial sausage of space to be had—excepting of course for the academic stall car park where there are no less than 66 clear spaces—which one is refused permission to park in: short of




	(1)
	 illegally parking on public roads


	(2)
	 walking ½ mile to the campus


	(3)
	 disregarding the traffic wardens instructions and parking in staff spaces.



It seems impossible to obtain adequate room to park: It's fine if you are able to arrive at 8 a.m., but for many (part-timers outer-suburbs residents. etc.) it is not practical. With the advent of finals and the consequent practices of time saving—bringing parents' cars instead of using the slower public transport, etc., I can see this situation rapidly deteriorating and think that it's high time the administration did something about facing up to the situation in a practical manner such as re-allocating staff parking areas to students until finals are over. Too often, do we hear excuses of "campus growing pains" and "what's wrong with their legs?" from the administration.


Today the fact that most students have cars, or access to them does not seem to have got through to the administration. Let's have some realistic action.





A. D. Mcewan








M.S.A — Eade


Sir,—With reference to John Eade's statement in 
Salient Issue No. 32. Sept. 24. 1969. I wish to make the following reply.


• I was informed by the past President of the M.S.A., Mr. J. T. Nuek. that he and the Secretary attended the meetings of th International Affairs Sub-Committee on two occasions. On both these occasions they found that




	(a)
	 they were present on their own accord and they did not attend these meeting as representatives of MS A. In addition to that they found that discussion concerning M.S.A. was not on the agenda although probably they could have brought the matter up themselves.


	(b)
	 My point about "consultation" can be best expressed by the following example. This was an interview between some committee members of M.S.A. and "Salient" Editor, Roger Wilde.



The interview was an attempt on his part, to hear the opinion of the M.S.A on on its aims and its relations with the M.S.S.A. This interview provided the M.S.A. with the opportunity to put forward its case, and to eradicate some of the false impressions which had been gained, as a result of misrepresentation.


• It is a wonder that John Eade in his capacity as International Affairs Officer failed to provide the M.S.A. with a similar opportunity when there was a crying need for it. Further, he has failed to consult the M.S.A. on important matters concerning it. Was he unaware of its existence? Or did he wilfully choose to ignore if.


• The "clubhouse" was not given for the exclusive use of the M.S.A.


The clubhouse at No. 3 McKcnxie Terrace does not belong to M.S.A. In fact, it is called "The Malaysia House" to distinguish it from "Clubhouse" as the latter can be misleading. The M.S.A. acts in the capacity of a caretaker. It should be remembered that 
All Malaysians and their friends, whether members of the M.S.A. or not are entitled to use the Malaysia House.





A. Sharifuddin.








Gazette


Sir,—Has anyone noticed the amusing bit of double-think in the latest Administration handout? "Concerned about placating the public, universities attempt to present themselves as an ally to all special interest bodies, they help insurance agents pass examinations to become licensed underwriters ..." runs the article on the back page in praise of "pure research". On page five of the "Gazette" you find the proud announcement that "twelve members of the faculty gave papers at a recent insurance executives' course at the University from August 18-20". More Socialist Club burnings, I suppose?





Chris Campbell.








Watch out


A student at this University was recently fined a total of $200 on a charge of possession of the narcotic cannabis, commonly known as pot. There was no suggestion that the student concerned had been smoking the substance recently In fact he said that at the insistence of friends he had tried pot three or four times in the past. It had absolutely no effect on any of these occasions and so he had announced periodically since then that "It wasn't worth It", and had not attempted to procure any. The circumstances leading up to the charge were outlined by the student as follows The student had accepted a small quantity of the drug from a friend for safe keeping—there was no intention of his consuming the drug, or any portion of it himself—and had left a jacket containing microscopic traces of the drug in the possession of a friend. The police came into possession of the jacket, the traces were discovered and the student was charged with possession of the drug. It should be stressed that the cannabis was never owned by the student charged, nor did he intend to use it, nor was it in his possession when traces of it were discovered.


However, Mr. B. Scully. SM., saw fit to impose a fine of $200. Cannabis possessors and their friends, watch out



(Name witheld by request.—Ed.)
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All Letters Submitted For Publication Must Be Signed With The Writer's Own Name. No Pseudonyms Will Be Accepted Save In Exceptional Circumstances.
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Sir,—In publishing a second article by Mr. Ron Pretty on Wagner's opera-cycle The Ring, 
Salient 23 is perpetuating an error begun by his first article—aborgation of the critic's function. Any would-be reviewer should regard his task as the arousal of critical perception. He may theorize, question, rant, shatter social norms and indulge in iconociasm, provided the dullard perusing it comes away with some intellectual stimulus How is this achieved? By scintillating prose and lucid argument. Mr. Pretty's myopic vision includes no such objectives. His prose is muddled and laborious, rumbling along like an elderly bassoon stuck on A flat, and with as much grace as a tuba. One prize example occurs in his first review—the heroine's "state of expectancy". After wondering whether public transport was unusually erratic in those days, one realises that in fact the woman was pregnant. Critical remarks and argument? Mr. Pretty is unaware of their existence. The whole review reads very much like the work of a rather below-average third-former.


Appalling as these defects are, Mr. Pretty goes on to commit a erine unpardonable in circles concerned with a high standard of criticism. Two-thirds of his review (the plot synopsis) is cribbed without acknowledgment from the comprehensive booklet supplied with every record-set. This booklet is amazingly detailed. It contains the original German with an excellent translation in English printed above. Every act, every scene has the setting described, along with detailed stage directions for all the characters. Mr. Pretty must revise his opinion of himself. Far from being a second-rate reviewer, he is the unashamed plagiarist.





Tony Marsh.
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Sir,—It's 11.30 a.m. on Wednesday morning and I've just spent 30 fruitless minutes driving around looking for a parking space on or near (within ¼ mile) of the campus—Sir, not a proverbial sausage of space to be had—excepting of course for the academic stall car park where there are no less than 66 clear spaces—which one is refused permission to park in: short of




	(1)
	 illegally parking on public roads


	(2)
	 walking ½ mile to the campus


	(3)
	 disregarding the traffic wardens instructions and parking in staff spaces.



It seems impossible to obtain adequate room to park: It's fine if you are able to arrive at 8 a.m., but for many (part-timers outer-suburbs residents. etc.) it is not practical. With the advent of finals and the consequent practices of time saving—bringing parents' cars instead of using the slower public transport, etc., I can see this situation rapidly deteriorating and think that it's high time the administration did something about facing up to the situation in a practical manner such as re-allocating staff parking areas to students until finals are over. Too often, do we hear excuses of "campus growing pains" and "what's wrong with their legs?" from the administration.


Today the fact that most students have cars, or access to them does not seem to have got through to the administration. Let's have some realistic action.





A. D. Mcewan
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Sir,—With reference to John Eade's statement in 
Salient Issue No. 32. Sept. 24. 1969. I wish to make the following reply.


• I was informed by the past President of the M.S.A., Mr. J. T. Nuek. that he and the Secretary attended the meetings of th International Affairs Sub-Committee on two occasions. On both these occasions they found that




	(a)
	 they were present on their own accord and they did not attend these meeting as representatives of MS A. In addition to that they found that discussion concerning M.S.A. was not on the agenda although probably they could have brought the matter up themselves.


	(b)
	 My point about "consultation" can be best expressed by the following example. This was an interview between some committee members of M.S.A. and "Salient" Editor, Roger Wilde.



The interview was an attempt on his part, to hear the opinion of the M.S.A on on its aims and its relations with the M.S.S.A. This interview provided the M.S.A. with the opportunity to put forward its case, and to eradicate some of the false impressions which had been gained, as a result of misrepresentation.


• It is a wonder that John Eade in his capacity as International Affairs Officer failed to provide the M.S.A. with a similar opportunity when there was a crying need for it. Further, he has failed to consult the M.S.A. on important matters concerning it. Was he unaware of its existence? Or did he wilfully choose to ignore if.


• The "clubhouse" was not given for the exclusive use of the M.S.A.


The clubhouse at No. 3 McKcnxie Terrace does not belong to M.S.A. In fact, it is called "The Malaysia House" to distinguish it from "Clubhouse" as the latter can be misleading. The M.S.A. acts in the capacity of a caretaker. It should be remembered that 
All Malaysians and their friends, whether members of the M.S.A. or not are entitled to use the Malaysia House.





A. Sharifuddin.
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Sir,—Has anyone noticed the amusing bit of double-think in the latest Administration handout? "Concerned about placating the public, universities attempt to present themselves as an ally to all special interest bodies, they help insurance agents pass examinations to become licensed underwriters ..." runs the article on the back page in praise of "pure research". On page five of the "Gazette" you find the proud announcement that "twelve members of the faculty gave papers at a recent insurance executives' course at the University from August 18-20". More Socialist Club burnings, I suppose?





Chris Campbell.
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Watch out


A student at this University was recently fined a total of $200 on a charge of possession of the narcotic cannabis, commonly known as pot. There was no suggestion that the student concerned had been smoking the substance recently In fact he said that at the insistence of friends he had tried pot three or four times in the past. It had absolutely no effect on any of these occasions and so he had announced periodically since then that "It wasn't worth It", and had not attempted to procure any. The circumstances leading up to the charge were outlined by the student as follows The student had accepted a small quantity of the drug from a friend for safe keeping—there was no intention of his consuming the drug, or any portion of it himself—and had left a jacket containing microscopic traces of the drug in the possession of a friend. The police came into possession of the jacket, the traces were discovered and the student was charged with possession of the drug. It should be stressed that the cannabis was never owned by the student charged, nor did he intend to use it, nor was it in his possession when traces of it were discovered.


However, Mr. B. Scully. SM., saw fit to impose a fine of $200. Cannabis possessors and their friends, watch out



(Name witheld by request.—Ed.)
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S.R.C. to remain as constituted




The Student Representation Council will remain as presently constituted, but the membership of the Executive will decrease from fifteen to seven in 1970.


This was resolved by a Special General Meeting of the Victoria University Student's Association last week.


A motion moved by the President of the Association. Gerard Curry, and seconded by the President-elect. Margaret Bryson which would have restored the Council to its original form was defeated convincingly after almost one and a half hours of spirited debate.


"Those of us gathered here tonight will realise this motion relates to the SRC." said Gerard Curry, who opened the debate.


He discussed the reasons for the motion, as outlined on an accompanying leaflet which was distributed to those present.


He said that to enhance the chance of representative decisions being taken "it is desirable to create a formal representative structure."


The next speaker, David Kember said he supported the motion.


"The same emotional hysteria which beguiled the meeting in June is threatening to beguile this meeting tonight." he said.


The choice is between a clique and democracy.


He said the present SRC was run by a clique, while the proposed SRC was democratic.


"The freedom these people wanted is just a freedom to waste other people's time."


He said it would be better to have elected reps "soundly and rationally" debating the issues than only interested people coming along.


"It doesn't take a knowledge of Greek to understand the distinction between democracy and anarchy."


"With this proposed SRC we can achieve democracy as opposed to anarchy."


David said that nobody had treated the issue at the meeting in June with a view to the results that ensued.


"Chaos" ensued he said.


Mr Palmer said words like "representative" and "responsible" had come from "a most conservative and illiberal" philosopher in Edmund Burke.


"The SRC is worthwhile because it means that anyone can come along.


"You don't have to be around for a couple of years before your voice is heard," he said.


"We want a new type of democracy which is not open to manipulation by those in the seats of power."


Simon Arnold criticised those who had used "vague" words like "democracy" without defining them.


"If people are not willing to represent themselves, they lose their right to representation by default." he said.


"It is a far better ethic to have people responsible to themselves than to a hazy, amorphous mass."


The next speaker, Stephanie Du Fresne said she had been a member of the SRC at Otago for two years.


"Before SRC meetings a vocal elite dominate faculty meetings. At the SRC meetings they vote en bloc."


Colin Knox said he was a member of the SRC at Otago for three years and in his experience it had worked well.


"It is also desirable that the decision makers be responsible to those on whose behalf they are making decisions," Gerard said.


"This responsibility should be directed towards an electorate."


Gerard criticised the attendance at the meetings and said that elected members would be more likely to feel a greate compulsion to atend, and re main at meetings.


He said a defined member ship would be more likely to be responsive to a workload than an amorphous membership, and emphasised that this workload was substantial.


He said it would be desirable to have a continuing and defined membership in order to produce "stability" and to "avoid erratic change".


The next speaker, Bill Logan, said that even if the proposed SRC would in theory make them more responsible, "they would be responsible to nobody but themselves."


"This should be particularly obvious to you Exec members at the front table," he said.


"Stability is the conservative virtue," he said.


"A body such as the SRC which is sure to have as high a proportion of unopposed members as Exec has, can hardly be called stable."


Mr. Dowling said no provision was included in the motion to ensure that representatives are representative.


"There is no provision for obtaining the faculty point of view," he said.


"The rep may be putting forward the view of his friends rather than the view of the majority."


He said there was no provision for the views of political clubs, who would be concerned with the policy of the SRC would work out.


Seconding the motion Margaret Bryson said she would support the SRC "whatever form it is decided to take".


"But I am interested in what seems to me to be the best formal for the SRC.


"We need an SRC that works.


"Works not only in the sense of functioning smoothly and getting through agendas, but also works at doing the basic ground work and carrying out recommendations.


"It's easy to come along to a large meeting and express an opinion.


"But it is more difficult to be on the committee which must bring down the reports and recommendations for decisions ", Margaret said.


She said Executive was doing this at present.


"I consider an electer SRC with a fixed membership, with committees with a fixed membership, will in the long run he a more powerful and worthwhile body.


"It need not rely on others to prepare and carry out its work, but can do this itself.
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Pym Attacks Newspaper




Criticism of the coverage given by Wellington's morning newspaper to demonstrations held against the Diplomatic Mission of South Vietnam has been made by the Wellington branch of the Progressive Youth Movement.


The criticism is contained in a letter to the 
Dominion by the movement, a copy of which was also sent to 
Salient.


The demonstrations have been held on the last two consecutive Fridays outside the DIC Building in Lambton Quay.


"The interest shown by the passersby and the staff of the DIC coupled with the coverage on the television and radio news show that these were both newsworthy events," the letter said.


"The fact that you saw fit not to report either occasion smacks of political censorship, worthy of the Saigon regime against whom the demonstrations were held.


"It is to be hoped that in failing to report these demonstrations the 
Dominion is not expressing some sort of perverse solidarity with the censorship of the 
N.Z. Herald which, on Saturday, failed even to mention the 400 strong demonstration held against it the previous day."


The letter said the 
Dominion "claims to uphold the principles of freedom of the press and of democracy.


"It is a sad contradiction of these principles for you to leave the people of Wellington totally uninformed of the occurrence of such a public expression of dissent in their city.


"It will be a sadder contradiction still if you continue to follow this policy in the future."




[image: Photo of students protesting against the Diplomatic Mission of South Vietnam]
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President criticised



The action of the president of the Students' Association, Gerard Curry, in cyclostyling and distributing a pamphlet outlining his arguments in support of his motion to reconstitute the SRC at Ihe SCM last week met heavy criticism.



"Mr Curry has presented us with a piece of paper which proves nothing but his own irresponsibility," Bill Logan said at the meeting.



Accepting a definition of "subversive" offered by a member of the audience, Bill said Mr Curry thought the SRC was bad and had every right to destroy it.



"But be has no right to use association funds to destroy the institutions of the association," he said.



"This is the most despicable thing I have ever seen in student politics."



Another speaker compared the pamphlet with a booklet distributed to schools by the National Party in 1966 outlining a justification for the Government's policy in Vietnam.
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The Law And Punishment





How does the law determine what punishment fits a crime—a a criminal? Arguments for and against punishment concern us all, as for example in the case of corporal punishment.
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Arguments against corporal punishment


(a) In the last 30 years, three separate and independent committees of high standing in England and Canada have reported against corporal punishment. One of these the Cadogan Committee—analysed the after-prison records of 440 men convicted of robbery with violence. Of these men. 142 had been flogged, and more than half of those (55 per cent.) went out to commit further serious crimes including robbery with violence.


(b) Each committee concluded that corporal punishment acts neither as a deterrent to those flogged nor to others.


(c) In 1948, Norval Morris a criminologist of world standing and at present Professor of Law and Criminology at Chicago University, studied the histories of 270 hardened criminals in England. Eleven had received corporal punishment, of whom nine subsequently committed crimes of violence and the remaining two committed other crimes.


(d) Men who had been flogged told a sociologist in Wormwood Scrubs (an English prison) that they would prefer corporal punishment to a long prison sentence because flogging is over quickly. They also said that violence carried out by the State would make violence in general more acceptable and more likely.


(e) Even if we accept that corporal punishment in the home or school is justified it is fallacious to compare such discipline with cold, delayed, judicial punishment.


(f) The "cat" or the birch is nothing more than a vestigal form of torture.






Arguments for corporal punishment


(a) The law as at present seems powerless to prevent daily robberies with violence and assaults on women and girls, Birching would be an effective deterrent.


(b) Longer prison terms are not enough, because prison is no longer tough. It has no terrors for the hardened criminal.


(c) Leniency and permissiveness have gone too far through the activities of well-meaning theorists. Harsher treatment is needed.


(d) No punishment is too severe for those who greviously injure or terrify people and make our public highways unsafe for the innocent. Some experienced and knowledgeable people, like the former Lord Chief Justice. Lord Goddard have said that corporal punishment has a deterrent effect.


(e) We should give thugs a taste of their own medicine.


(f) Many people believe that corporal punishment in childhood is beneficial. There is no reason why it should not be equally effective with criminals.


(g) Birching is the only way to express the community's revlusion at serious crimes of violence.






Summary


Those who support birching see it as the self-evident response where they believe that other methods have failed. No significant facts or figures are produced in support of this attitude.


Those who oppose birching quote the history of corporal punishment as well as case studies and statistics to show that it has failed to deter in the past and therefore should not be revived.


The Department of Justice believes that research findings and the great weight of evidence are against the reintroduction of corporal punishment.


Harsh penalties have been used in the past and have failed.






Sentences


As the recent White Paper "Crime in New Zealand"' (1969). says: "There is evidence of some concern within the community that the punishments imposed by the courts do not always fit the crime. It seems plain that there would be less concern if, in some cases, where the crime is of the worst type, the maximum penalty were imposed."


Maximum penalties were revised by the Crimes Act 1961 and are adequate. It is for the courts to use them in appropriate cases At the same time it is important to understand that maximum penalties have been devised to give the courts plenty of room so that each ease can be dealt with on its merits.


The independence of the courts is an essential part of our legal system. The sentence to he imposed on the convicted offender is for the court and the court alone to decide, free from outside pressure of any kind. The courts of this country are independent of the Executive and no Government or Minister may attempt to direct or influence their decision. They are equally free from the influence of public clamour. A Judge or Magistrate should not be swayed by sudden gusts of popular feeling on a particular issue or a particular crime.
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(b) Longer prison terms are not enough, because prison is no longer tough. It has no terrors for the hardened criminal.


(c) Leniency and permissiveness have gone too far through the activities of well-meaning theorists. Harsher treatment is needed.


(d) No punishment is too severe for those who greviously injure or terrify people and make our public highways unsafe for the innocent. Some experienced and knowledgeable people, like the former Lord Chief Justice. Lord Goddard have said that corporal punishment has a deterrent effect.


(e) We should give thugs a taste of their own medicine.


(f) Many people believe that corporal punishment in childhood is beneficial. There is no reason why it should not be equally effective with criminals.


(g) Birching is the only way to express the community's revlusion at serious crimes of violence.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Students' Newspaper. Vol. 32, No. 24. October 2, 1969

Summary




Summary


Those who support birching see it as the self-evident response where they believe that other methods have failed. No significant facts or figures are produced in support of this attitude.


Those who oppose birching quote the history of corporal punishment as well as case studies and statistics to show that it has failed to deter in the past and therefore should not be revived.


The Department of Justice believes that research findings and the great weight of evidence are against the reintroduction of corporal punishment.


Harsh penalties have been used in the past and have failed.
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As the recent White Paper "Crime in New Zealand"' (1969). says: "There is evidence of some concern within the community that the punishments imposed by the courts do not always fit the crime. It seems plain that there would be less concern if, in some cases, where the crime is of the worst type, the maximum penalty were imposed."


Maximum penalties were revised by the Crimes Act 1961 and are adequate. It is for the courts to use them in appropriate cases At the same time it is important to understand that maximum penalties have been devised to give the courts plenty of room so that each ease can be dealt with on its merits.


The independence of the courts is an essential part of our legal system. The sentence to he imposed on the convicted offender is for the court and the court alone to decide, free from outside pressure of any kind. The courts of this country are independent of the Executive and no Government or Minister may attempt to direct or influence their decision. They are equally free from the influence of public clamour. A Judge or Magistrate should not be swayed by sudden gusts of popular feeling on a particular issue or a particular crime.
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There is occasional confusion about appeals. The rule is that a sentence should be altered on appeal only if it is "manifestly wrong". This is a long-standing and a sound principle and it reacts to the advantage of the public as well as the individual. Until 1966 the Crown had no right of appeal against sentence. This was the privilege of the offender alone. A right of appeal was given to the Crown in 1966 against the sentence of a Judge and a Bill is now passing through Parliament extending this provision to sentences imposed by Magistrates.






Penal Measures


It has been said that penal institutions are too comfortable but this does not agree with the facts.


Borstal trainees are, from time to time, assigned to work under canvas in difficult conditions. When the Milford Track was damaged by severe storm last year, 30 borstal trainees were sent out to clear it under the supervision of two officers. Work is also done for the New Zealand Forest Service where again there is a strenuous work programme under difficult conditions. A borstal unit is employed on a forestry project in the exposed coastal areas south of Wanganui.


Borstal trainees have been assigned to tasks where they are required to live in camp conditions and work in unpleasant and difficult situations. Planting trees at 4,000 feet in rigorous climatic conditions is an example of this.


A work camp has just been established for offenders sentenced to the detention centre. Living conditions are spartan and the work programme rigorous. The camp is in an area of the Pirongia South State Forest and trainees are scrub cutting and will later be planting trees.


The prison camps situated in the foothills of Ruapehu are bleak places, particularly in winter, and many inmates are engaged on heavy manual work.


A penal system must be positive in its approach and a number of measures have been introduced aimed at not only strict discipline but at reformation of offenders.


In June 1961, the detention centre was established at Waikeria for undisciplined youths. Some 380 offenders a year are sentenced to detention centre rtaining for a wide variety of quite serious offences. Many of these youths come from poor homes and have bad histories of offending. Had the detention centre not been available they would have received longer sentences. In view of this the fact that there has been a substantial measure of success in at least 50 per cent, of cases, shows that the detention centre is worthwhile.


Periodic detention for youths was introduced in 1963. The courts show considerable confidence in this scheme and 90 youths are attending these centres on any weekend. Research shows that the success rate is approaching 70 per cent. In 1967 periodic detention was extended to include adult offenders and this has been found particularly suitable for the married man with a family. He is punished for his offence but his capacity to be the breadwinner and retain his family links is unimpaired. A strict disciplinary regime is a characteristic of all these penal measures.


The courts are making increasing use of probation with special conditions including restitution and community work. There is a substantial measure of success in over 70 per cent. of probation cases, but the success rate with parolees is lower.


Hostels have been established to assist in the transition of inmates from the penal institutions to life in the open community. Other hostels, for probationers and parolees, are run in co-operation with church social services and other voluntary organisations.


A research section has been established in Head Office, Department of Justice, with a full time director of research. The principal functions of criminal research are to evaluate penal measures, to investigate new ways of prevention and cure and to inform the community of research findings.


Concern for the interests of the victims of crime prompted the Criminal Injuries Compensation Act 1963. This Act provides compensation for economic and financial losses suffered in consequence of criminal injuries.






Restitution


The public rightly regards restitution by the offender to his victim and to the community as most important and desirable. The law makes ample provision for it, and the courts use their powers freely.


Restitution can be and often is a condition of probation, the courts frequently impose it for vandalism and car conversion.


The court on convicting an offender for assault can award up to half any fine to the victim by way of compensation. In one recent case the court imposed a fine of $400 on a youth who hit a spectators at a football match with a rock and awarded $200 compensation to the victim.


The court can order an offender to pay any sum it thinks fit by way of compensation for loss of or damage to property.


These are illustrations of the positive influences which are embodied in our present penal policy. It would be unwise for the administration to concentrate on methods of punishment alone because some people call for more severe measures. This would impede reformation and, worse, increase the number who offend again.






Conclusion


Our penal policy is based on the best evidence available and we have adopted a wide variety of measures. There are few countries in the world which have done more and it is relevant to point out that overseas experts have been impressed by what has been achieved here. Traditional methods have proved inadequate and there is ample justification for the programme we have adopted. We are not complacent, but without claiming too much it is plain that we are making progress with our current measures for the prevention and treatment of crime.


Wellington, September, 1969.





J. R. Marshall, Minister of Justice.
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What did you do before taking up free-lance writing?


I did an MA in history, then found myself in the position of not knowing what to do for a job and not being trained in such a way that would make the decision a formality. So I took the usual escape route and went teaching. Later an interest in the mechanics of education took me back to university where I enrolled for a diploma of education. Then I imagined I needed an overseas degree. And after a year of negotiation, during which I had to prove I did not have the pox and could speak English. I was accepted in the graduate school of the Catholic University of the U.S., in Washington DC.



What did you study?


I did an MA in education. Studied some administration. The standard wasn't notably high, actually.



And then?


Up to this time I had presumed I would remain a teacher until the chalk finally clogged up my arteries. But while I was in Washington I began to have second thoughts. The life of the journalist started to intrigue me. It's impossible not to be smitten with this virus in Washington. The place reeks of power. You could go to the theatre and find yourself sitting behind Dean Rusk. The Kennedys played tennis at a private club not far from my apartment, anyone could go in and watch Bobby swapping back-handers and gossip with Sargent Shriver. And there was, of course, the White House, and Ol Lyndon himself surrounded with a huge gaggle of reporters hanging on his every word and gesture. In Washington, the important people either made politics or wrote about it. And just like everyone else I got into the habit of reading Tom Wicker and James Reston of the 
New York Times, or Evans and Broder of the 
Washington Post to find out whether the world was going to survive.



Did you write your first material for American editors?


Not really. I wrote a letter to a friend telling him about American television not long after I arrived in the States. The friend submitted the letter to the editor of the Sunday Times who ran the letter as an article. Afterwards the editor wrote to me saying that his paper would run any further contributions from me.


Shortly after this letter, we had a strike at the university. Both students and faculty went out, an action quite unique in educational history. The strike made an interesting story which I wrote up and sent off to New Zealand. Later I did other articles—what Americans knew about New Zealand (nothing), and that sort of thing—and by the time I started to think about returning the hope of getting into journalism when I got back to New Zealand had hardened into a firm resolve.



Spiro Zavos lives in Mount Street, a couple of hundred yards from the university. A large, comfortable room, a desk facing a picture window, typewriter, tape recorder, shelves of books. We sat before the window, observing the progress, to and from Vic, of those whose progress seemed worthy of note ...



Why freelance?


The normal route into a newspaper office is through the wide thoroughfare of failed School Certificate. Likely lads are expected to rise through the ranks, graduating from sweeping the floors and making cups of coffee, when the Sports Editor drops dead or resigns in a hurry. My problem was that my qualifications were too good and no daily paper would take me on.


As a last resort I wrote to the editor of the 
Zealandia, a Catholic weekly, suggesting that his paper needed a political correspondent. His reply was most helpful. He offered me a column, but as well as this said he would take editorial comments, book reviews and features from me. Since then I have resigned from the 
Zealandia, and now write a weekly political column for the 
Sunday News. I do about six or seven pieces a week, and help prepare two broadcast programmes on current affairs a week. It was pretty hard initially, getting established as a regular contributor. There's one problem here, which is that if you lake a holiday the editor sees that the circulation didn't drop that week, and no-one missed you ... it's not a realisation you want any editor to get. So you don't take holidays. But of course I can take a day off whenever I want.



What sort of material do you do. What subject areas?


Politics and sport. I think that to be a freelance writer you have to have a specialty. You can be more of a generalist to start, but at some stage you have to have your own particular area. Food is a good one—look at something like Barry Duncan's column. Mind you, he must consistently strike good nights—I never find the food as good as he says it is. Salient's Nosh is good, but it's not really a commercial thing, is it? I mean a paper which had to be more sensitive to its advertisers probably wouldn't buy it.



What is your method of doing an article, in detail?


I collect clippings and information, and sort out the general structure, points one, two, three, and so on. Then I put it to one side, and any time I get an idea I add it in It stews 

 away and then one Jay I sit down at the typewriter and out it comes, There was a time when 1 did about five drafts, but nut now. I get my best ideas in church, especially during the sermon.



Do you have any problem of the lack of stimulation from workmates?


No, not really. I have to mix with a wide group to get stories—I have close contacts with the Press Gallery, and I know most top sports people. And of course all the miniskirts on their way to Vic from the Terrace pass this window ....


There are a couple of problems one faces It is often difficult to get an interview if you don't represent someone, and when you have got to see a person it is often difficult to get them to say what they think, to get then to express their real opinion. They're not used to it, of course, because there are only one or two journalists around who are willing to challenge officialdom Terry McLean is one—he has put himself in a position of strength by proving himself as a journalist. That's another problem for the free-lancer too—it is more difficult for him to slash. You interview someone, and if he doesn't like the result you may never get an interview with him again, if he is that sort of bloke. Whereas if you are a reporter from the Herald, then at some time this bloke will need the Herald. There are no magazines in New Zealand to print high quality critical articles without being too academic Magazines like Harpers. Esquire, and so on.


I think if you are a free-lance journalist you have to accept that you are going to give offence. There is a Golden Rule in New Zealand sports journalism that you don't criticise players. Well. I don't believe in knocking players, but you read some reports and find that everyone played marvellously and lost by 30 points. That's a bit ridiculous.



Have you any plans for going overseas?


I'm a bit tied down, really. If you go away you lose contacts here, and the editor drops the column or gets someone else. So that when you come back you've got to start all over again. Almost, anyway.



What about selling stuff overseas?


I send material to South Africa. On Rugby, I was in Sydney for about a week last year, to see what possibilities there were for a New Zealand correspondent. The trouble is I have never worked inside a paper, and to a large extent I am still regarded as something of an outsider. And these correspondents are usually newspaper staff. The thing's a bit incestuous—if one chap is giving up a column he hands it on to someone else and unless you are a part of the system it is quite difficult to break in.



Can you make a living out of free-lance writing?


Definitely, On the average my salary would be considerably higher than if I had stayed on as a school-teacher. Hut nevertheless there is a problem for the free-lancer in the nonsensical rate of payment offered by most papers for articles. A normal fee is around ten dollars. Ocassionally one comes across editors who are willing to pas up to twenty-five dollars for a piece, but this is rare. Very rarely is quality or reader response taken into account when the rate is set. The flat rate is paid whether the article is good or bad. This hardly encourages the writer to do the research that many articles need. Nor does it encourage a writer to work over his text until each word in it has a sense of rightness about it. And yet the papers will send a staff member to New York, or fly him from one end of New Zealand to the other, to get an article which is at best no improvement on what could be done by a man on the spot.


That's another problem with the dailies here. Unlike Broadcasting, the dailies are unwilling to bring in outside experts even when their own people are doing an inferior job. Editors prefer the colourless gruel of the Press Association releases rather than using writers on the spot who could do a good story for them. Good papers have an instinct for the jugular, and once again this is a quality ours lack. The possibility of hiring a free-lancer to do a special feature for them hardly seems to occur to most editors, although the practice is a common one overseas.



What are your long-term objectives?


It's a matter of seeing what happens, really. I don't know about continuing writing, although I could do more and earn more. I find writing very hard. If I could just sit down and write I would face the future with equanimity, but I don't find it this easy. Reporting is easy, but writing is hard. Ultimately, I suppose, I would aim at editing a sports magazine or something like that.



What of the future of free-lancing in New Zealand?


I would be more hopeful. For one thing, even today it is possible to make a comfortable living as a free-lance journalist. If a person has a specific expertise, say a deep knowledge of music, films, wines, chess, cooking, or bridge, then an excellent living can be made. Then, too, papers like the 
Dominion are beginning to adopt the overseas practice of featuring columnists and opening up their pages to expert writers.


Time really is on the side of the freelance journalist. Perceptive editors are beginning to realise that television is making the old-fashioned paper an anomaly. Hard news reporting is becoming less and less the responsibility of the papers, increasingly it is a task for television. We saw this last December when Mr Muldoon presented his mini-budget to the TV watchers before going into the House and telling Parliament and the press gallery what he intended to do. One doesn't have to read Marshall McLuhan to predict what this will mean in the future. A look at the 
New York Times provides the clue. From being a paper which printed "all the news fit to be printed", the 
Times has become a paper which prints "all the views fit to be printed". The emphasis on comment, on explanation, on backgrounding stories, rather than the stories themselves, is going to make an uneducated journalist a liability for any paper to carry.


In my opinion we are still from five to ten years away from the full completion of the switch but when it comes the freelance journalist will be in his element. Bring on them happy days ....



What had you done up until you started free-lance writing?


I actually call myself a freelance journalist rather than a writer, for 
[
unclear: no] special reason but it sounds a bit more committed, if you like, a bit less of the tucked away in the garret trick. And writer' gives the idea of fiction, which is something I have yet to do to my satisfaction. Your question; yes I did a part-time BA. then a BA (Hons.) in Pol. sci. A bit of the time for the government, then about eighteen months with private industry, which wasn't such an improvement on the government as I thought. And a period working for myself, I found I am my most satisfactory employer, really I like to decide how I am going to do a thing and be responsible for the results This is modern management thinking, of course, but a lot of New Zealand management is not modern. Or may be it doesn't think.



Had you done much writing before setting up as a professional?


A certain amount A few articles for Focus One or two articles for Salient. About two years doing a column for Salient. A few bits and pieces—ads for the Coffee Bar which I was managing for a while. Very little actually. I must say.



It is surprising you didn't edit Salient. Did you ever think of it, or apply?


No, I would have quite liked to, but when I was doing my thing around Stud. Ass. it was in the direction of Exec, and so forth. Two or three committees before that, ran Arts Festîval here one year, did a part of Easter Tournament fairly early on in the piece. There's a limit to what one can do, especially when money must be earned. Anyway, as a columnist I could prod at people and things in a way that an editor cannot do so easily. Or at least not so irresponsibly and one-sidely. So that used to give me a mouthpiece with ample feedback, and was free enough to be really enjoyable to write.



Why did you start doing this?


I didn't really want to start in a newspaper, mainly because in this country the sort of qualifications I had aren't really recognised And the sort of thing I prefer doing is the investigation of an issue rather than finding pieces of ephemeral news. They talk a lot of crap about the journalist—more usually the reporter—needing a 'nose for news'. Well I suppose to some extent .... But a terriffic amount of news these days is a manufactured commodity, created by the Public Relations industry etc. to fill as much space as is available. The papers don't go and find out what happened today; they go out to find material to keep the paper full, and different from yesterday's. You know—the NZBC says 'There will be more news at 9 o'clock.' How do they know? Maybe nothing will happen. Perhaps I should justify that little rave. It's not the fault of the media, it's just that everybody wants to be told that they are living in a swinging world where new things are happening all the time, with every edition of every paper. Read Daniel Boorstin, We haven't gone as far as the US. mind you.



you were about to ....


O yes, I didn't really have anything against newspaper work, except the sort of item I would probably be spending most of my time writing. There aren't a great number of magazines in New Zealand, of the sort I would want to work on full-time. The thing was that as a free-lancer I would not he restricted except by my own abilities. I had something of a base to work from Focus has been a reasonably steady market, even if the pay's bit low. At that time, too, News Communication Ltd was just starting up and was going to need a steady flow of material. And no-one I spoke to seemed to know whether a free-lance journalist would make a fortune or starve, which roused my curiosity. Actually, the general opinion was more towards starvation, but still I don't know if that answers your question. It was partly, I suppose, the urge to remain self-employed and pick the topics I found interesting, partly the fact that there was a market for some of my stuff already, and very largely the feeling that if one's work is of high quality—and one must always assume this, after all—then the opportunities are unlimited.



What sort of stuff do you write?


Well, let's see. My file of clippings is in Auckland at the moment, so I can't show you Several interviews of various people. Some on aspects of town planning. The caste system in 
[
unclear: India]. which was a rehash of an Honours paper. The 4D Society. The place of women in New Zealand. The state of Housie in Wellington. Problems of the Tokelau Islanders in New Zealand. The newspaper war between Truth, the National Informer and Censored. I'm working on a radio script looking at prisons with a couple of others in mind after that; an article on urban development, following the recent conference; a look at the graphics and interior design of the Display Centre; and a few other items to follow these There's a book in the offing, which consists of profiles of 15 guys who have been All Blacks but who have also made the scene professionally, or in business. It's very interesting—I'd like to do more of that sort of thing. A person's life, ideas, and so on. As long as they have had them.


There's a common denominator, although it may not be obvious. In a great number of fields action is taken, or decisions made, on the basis of what was done before, or a rule of thumb, or what sounds immediately plausible This Beat-the-Bastards campaign that Truth is carrying on is a perfect example. We've got a problem of violence, so belabour the bastards, that'll turn them into good citizens You know —'My roses are not growing properly!' 'spray them with weedkiller'. 'They're getting worse!' 'Not enough weedkiller, more! more! Yet go into the public library and there are several shelves of books on penology, saving weedkiller does this and that and other action which could be taken has been effective ... yet people still prefer simple-minded emotional ravings. This is just one example, but you take almost any area of life and you will find that the easiest and most immediately plausible answer is accepted as the right one. People feel insecure if they feel they are living in a complex world, so they simplify it beyond all semblance to reality, then find some evil person or group which makes things 'go wrong'.


I don't know if I have expressed it very clearly, but basically what gets me is the smug acceptance of the easy answer, and what I like to do is say that if you had given this a little thought, and made use of other experience which is available, you could have avoided this or that problem Or you will avoid it. Like a proposed shopping mall which, I gather, is going to be closed off outside normal shop hours to prevent vandalism, yet the only effective way would be to make the place a hub of activity and fore-gathering. It horrifies me, it really does, that an itinerant journalist can so easily be more up-to-date than a man who has spent his life in a certain field, but I suppose it's idealistic to presume that an 'expert' has necessarily done any thinking since he became qualified, and at least there are enough who have done so to keep me supplied with topics.


Let's be clear I don't set out to become an expert in say town planning or business management, but to know enough to recognise incompetence, or ignorance, and to know where to find some informed views.



Spiro Zavos considers that a free-lance journalist must have a specialty. Do you agree?


No, not really. There are areas in which one has a special interest, and a degree of competence. But I can always find someone to cross the its. And one knows what books and magazines are available. Here's a quote from Lewis Mumford which I like.


I have one genuine qualification, unfortunately still a rare one, that of a generalist, equally at home in many different areas of life and thought. My speciality is that of bringing the scattered specialisms together, to form an overall pattern that the expert, precisely because or his over-concentration on one small section of existence fatally overlooks or deliberately ignores.



Do you make a living out of it?


There's a quite severe liquidity problem. What I write today I may not gel paid for for another month; I may never get paid. And over a short period that makes it very hard to estimate just how well one does. But at the moment I'm certain I would be financially better off with a salaried job. I would be most displeased if this doesn't change. It's partly, too, that I am trying some things for the first time and financing my own training period. I can now do a 500 word article in a time I would never have dreamt of in the days I was writing 1500 word essays. So now I am aiming at the same thing with radio scripts and material.



Do you do most of your stuff on spec, or 
[
unclear: do] you know you can sell it before you start?


In general on spec. In some cases I have known the editor beforehand and he has known my work, and I have been more or less commissioned. But in most cases it's I matter of going to see or write to an editor and say here's what I've done and what I am, what sort of thing are you interested in, what do yon pay, and so forth. There's a publication called the Writers' and Publishers' Handbook which although it's not very well produced and not completely exhaustive is useful, although you can gel a pretty accurate idea of the possibilities just by buying a few magazines at a bookshop.



Are there possibilities in overseas publications?


O my goodness yes, I mean, say you write a short story, and it is of high enough quality for Playboy, you could get over $3000 for it. You wouldn't need to sell many to make a living. I don't know that there is exceptional potential for nonfiction articles from her to overseas, although there is a little. New Zealand does have something to say to the world in fields like agricultural research, for example, although I can't say I've explored the possibilities. There are some high quality overseas magazines English and American—which I would like to write for. They pay well enough for you to spend some time on the piece, which means it can be much more probing. But there are not many issues you write relevantly about from this distance.



Fiction? A novel?


Two or three ideas have been simmering for a long time, but it would have to be a full-time high-pressure slash, and I can't afford that yet, Later, though, it's something I would like to do.



What are the details of your methods? Can you type, write shorthand?


Shorthand would be useful, there's no doubt about it. But I've never studied it and there's an even chance that I never will. I borrowed a small cassette tape recorder to do the interviewing for the book, and really that is the only way for that sort of work. It's more accurate, although it is rather slower. It depends on the subject, really—I mean the topic. Talking to people about careers possibilities in their organisation, which I have just been doing for a careers magazine. I just used notes because most of what will be said fall into one of a few patterns. If someone is bubbling with controversial ideas for perhaps an hour then without the tape much of it would be lost. Even with shorthand probably. So it depends what you are doing.



Type?


Oh yes. My handwriting is hard to read as many will tell you, and so for several years I have typed essays, letters, just about everything. I found it less laborious and quicker anyway.



How did you learn? At a business school?


I don't touch type. I wish I had learnt to. No, I learnt when my parents sent me a cheap old typewriter in my second year at Vic. I laboriously and slowly typed letters, essays, and so forth, until I was tolerably proficient and it became easier than writing. I've just achieved one ambition and bought a second-hand electric machine, and a bit more labour is saved. I suppose the ultimate would be to dictate stuff, but I don't think verbally at all well. Two extremes—Hemingway wrote with a pencil, standing at one of those old high ledger desks. Norman Mailer uses whichever method is appropriate at the time from longhand, typewriter, dictaphone, or a secretary of living flesh. I think he also has a videotape machine and a TV camera, but I could be wrong.



What are your methods in detail?


Very similar to the way I used to write essays. I get together some pages of notes, then 
[
unclear: an] outline. Headings, with references back to the notes. I look at it from time to time and add stuff or rethink, then when I come to do it I sit down at the typewriter with the outline in front of me and pages of notes scattered around, and probably books open at appropriate pages here and there. Then go through by headings. I very rarely write it out more than once, but I usually write on 8" x 5" copy paper or half-foolscap, one paragraph to a sheet. So it is easy to rearrange paragraphs, or rewrite one here and there. I usually have to do a bit of this. Mind you, it depends on the type of article. A more sort of news thing is much easier. An interview I work direct from notes of the interview to the final copy, because I have put the logical structure into story by planning the questions.
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What sort of hours do you work?


If I am going to interview someone I try to make it in the afternoon, and if I plan to go into town, or the public library, or Vic, I try to make it between about 2 and 4. Sometimes you could call this working and sometimes not. I rarely start before 10, I rarely go on after 1 a.m. Within those rough limits I vary quite a bit. I don't know how many productive hours the average day would have. It would certainly be capable of expansion. The point is. I don't have to sit there until 4.30 whether or not I am actually doing anything useful. And more people do that than I would like to mention. And that's an uncivilised way to live, isn't it?



What are your plans?


A bit indefinite, really, except in broad terms. I am more. I think, of an analyser and problem-solver than creative in the usual sense, which is why I am loath to call myself a 'writer'. It's like calling someone a telephone conversationalist—taking the tool, or a means, for the whole thing. But it means I am not happy just turning out articles and so forth—' need some thing more ... practical if you like. I'm applying for the Focus editorship for next year—this would suit very well, and be most stimulating. It has potential as New Zealand's quality magazine of comment, to fill the gap I mentioned before.



Any plans for going overseas?


Yes, but not immediate ones. It's not just a lack of money for the fare, though this comes into it. I think there is much more happening in New Zealand, and about to happen, that one can have some influence on. The economy. The structure of the society—you know, the welfare state and so on. The physical environment—there's quite a lot starting to happen there. The scene in the arts has been changing considerably over the past few years, and will continue. Education versus Muldoonism. Industrial development. Research. Foreign and Defence policy and so forth. And people talk, you know about the homogeneity of New Zealand life, and the dullness, and how everyone thinks the same .... Largely correct too. But you look around, keep your cars open, and you will find that New Zealand has some stimulating people, here and there, with a power of good ideas. No, I have no objection to staying on this country for another couple of years before exploring the outer world. Anyway. I don't think it's my objective to remain a citizen of one city. After all—and this is a very recent phenomenon—my immediate circle of friends extends now over several countries, and this is an increasing trend in the world.



Do you find problems in working by yourself?


Two connected ones. The lack of stimulation provided by workmates is one. The idea of disappearing into the bush for a year and emerging, you know, with the Great New Zealand novel, is completely foreign to me. I 
[
unclear: see] big cities and urban life and people and ideas. This is all very well, but it makes it very easy to leave an empty flat in Newtown where there is only me and a typewriter, and look up some books in the Vic library. Or more likely look up some people in the caf. The other problem is related, and is that of having self-discipline to actually do something in between cups of coffee. The IBM is good for that—it mutters away to itself, waiting, poised, for me to guide it into good words. The portable is like me—happier just sitting in the sun, thinking restful thoughts.



What do you think are future trends in journalism?


The journalist is a part of the entertainment industry, really. People are reading more and more—not just reading either, but listening to the radio, watching TV. And I think—I hope—we are becoming more sophisticated, people aren't watching pap all the time but things like say The Lost Peace'. People like discovering new things, being shown different aspects of their society. And I think perhaps we are becoming less liable to believe in blind forces controlling our destiny, as an older generation believed. We are more confident in analyising what's going on and in changing it. I don't know, I may be over-optimistic, but I hope it is a trend and if it is, the person who can take the step back and look at things is going to be more in demand. I suppose it depends on how smug and accepting of official dogma the present under-thirty generation remains. But I am by nature an optimistic person, so I remain hopeful.
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If I said I was Jesus



and you said go away



would you spend



the rest of your life



wondering



if you



were the



Vergin Mary





— Frif Tonkord
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Wong Sing Tai, artist
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Do you make a living out of art?


No I don't. I suppose I could if I was prepared to sell paintings at low prices, I've only sold four paintings in my life. I could if I consciously applied myself to making money out of art, but I couldn't do that.



Why?


The reason I don't is because I have a sort of idealism about painting. We all have one life to live and to tit-tract from this idea is a form of prostitution. It's not absolutely necessary to make money, at the moment anyway. I will in time.



Are there organisations to assist you to do this?


The trouble with all the Government grants and so on is that they set terms to be met before a grant is made. The only people eligible are those who fit into their terms. This is paradoxical because you must achieve a certain amount of standing to be accepted.


Then are really two ways to succeed. The first is to conform to the orthodox or conventional means of acceptance by graduating from art school with a diploma and so on. But the dedicated artist doesn't reside within these petty limitations. His is a far harder path, because when he applies lor a bursary, it only becomes available when his work has progressed enough to achieve recognition for his efforts. But then its too late. It is this transitional period during his development when assistance is most necessary.


If you go through those formal, conventional sort of avenues there are opportunities, But this directly opposed to the nature of true art Which steins more from chaotic scenes. That's a pretty loose statement but art is not the end product from years of formal education. Artists are free thinkers.



Any comments on assistance that can he obtained from formal organisations?


I'm a serious artist, I've reached a rea sonable level of proficiency and the chance should be available to progress in the way I'm going. But how do you assess three years of experience. Often the criteria is age not technical proficiency, you know, so-and-so has been around thirty-five years so he must have something. The sort of people who normally apply for these are halfway people". They've done something which they can show but they haven't achieved anything really outstanding. Allocating bursaries is a gamble really. The true artist doesn't necessarily need the Queen Elizabeth Arts Council or any other form of formal assistance. He can always make it if he's dedicated enough because money is a pretty secondary consideration.


Take Van Gogh. He didn't receive much recognition in his lifetime, yet he was great, irrespective of whether he was recognised or not. I've got some friends who are writers. I haven't read much of their stuff, but I'm not assessing them in terms of artistic recognition, rather a sort of spiritual recognition. Art is a product.


It's a physical manifestation of something more than this. The artistic product is like the top of iceberg of something that dwells within the human individual. But the greater part of the iceberg is still under the water unseen. But the main thing is that the ones who make a living out of art are not necessarily the most dedicated. They are artisans, skilled craftsmen. There's nothing wrong in this if I seem to imply it, it's just a question of economics. This is still a pretty bourgeois country and consequently, the art is a reflection of this. In Australia for example an artist proceeds on his own, relying on single-mindedness and dedication. He would be recognised on his own merits where it is a matter of competition. It's the survival of the fittest scene, where you can't produce crap. In his country you can produce crap and get away with it. This situation, where the professional is getting more professional and the gap between him and the amateur is getting more pronounced.



Would you prefer to have developed in another country?


No. The struggle for life, the struggle for existence is much harder. The competition is much harder. For every dozen in this country who have reached a professional Standard, there Would be several thousand in Britain, all struggling to make it.
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Paul Melser, potter



Paul Melser is 22 and owns his own pottery in Featherston where he has worked and supported himself, mostly alone, for two years. 
Salient asked him: —
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Do you earn a comfortable living?


No, a low income by New Zealand standards, and most of this goes into property maintenance, tool and building expenditure and financing periods of relatively unprofitable yet essential experimental work —for example my exhibition of sculptural pots in Wellington last year barely paid its way but the techniques developed in the two months spent preparing it have proved invaluable.



Do you work hard?


You've got to work really bloody hard for long stretches in order to get established in the first place, and later on to support the experimental work which any artist needs if he is to improve, and also to keep at bay the kind of anxieties about money that can kill the joy in creative work. Yet no matter how hard the work seems sometimes (and I often work all day and all night) the thought of working for someone else or for the government seems a kind of living death by comparison. I work when I want to and work hard when I do.



Do you feel you're serving the community at all?


I'd like to think so. Obviously in the trivial sense of producing a desired commodity (I suppose pottery too is a consumer product), I serve the community in the same way as any manufacturer and perhaps incidentally educate the public a little as well, getting them to appreciate new aspects of things, livening up their sensibilities a bit. But the reason why I make pottery and the tremendous satisfactions I get out of it have nothing to do essentially with either the community of its money.



What kind of pottery is being exhibited at your Willeston Gallery exhibition this week?


Mainly domestic ware, functional household stuff. I used to think that domestic pots were not suitable for exhibitions and that only sculptural and nonfunctional work could be aesthetically suitable enough to justify a special showing, but recently I've realised the full aesthetic possibilities of domestic ware.



What about assistance from organisations?


Pretty bloody hopeless. It's difficult to get a bursary unless you attend a recognised school of instruction. But it's fairly difficult for any organisation to make grants because of their so-called responsibility to the public. Grants have a sort of taint in some ways because they are official and from formal institutions. And there is the problem that it is very difficult for committees to make inspired choices. The alternative is to have dictator who would at least be consistent in his selections, But more important than grants are big businesses. It's much more satisfying to be able to sell something, rather than getting a grant. I understand there is a system in Holland whereby a section of the cost of a building is compulsprily spent on some art Work. There's just beginning to be a link between the architect and the artist in this country. It is very difficult to design an art work for a building when there is little communication between the two.




[image: A review of Paul Melser's pottery exhibition by Jan Walker is on page 12.]
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Do you make a living out of art?


No I don't. I suppose I could if I was prepared to sell paintings at low prices, I've only sold four paintings in my life. I could if I consciously applied myself to making money out of art, but I couldn't do that.



Why?


The reason I don't is because I have a sort of idealism about painting. We all have one life to live and to tit-tract from this idea is a form of prostitution. It's not absolutely necessary to make money, at the moment anyway. I will in time.



Are there organisations to assist you to do this?


The trouble with all the Government grants and so on is that they set terms to be met before a grant is made. The only people eligible are those who fit into their terms. This is paradoxical because you must achieve a certain amount of standing to be accepted.


Then are really two ways to succeed. The first is to conform to the orthodox or conventional means of acceptance by graduating from art school with a diploma and so on. But the dedicated artist doesn't reside within these petty limitations. His is a far harder path, because when he applies lor a bursary, it only becomes available when his work has progressed enough to achieve recognition for his efforts. But then its too late. It is this transitional period during his development when assistance is most necessary.


If you go through those formal, conventional sort of avenues there are opportunities, But this directly opposed to the nature of true art Which steins more from chaotic scenes. That's a pretty loose statement but art is not the end product from years of formal education. Artists are free thinkers.



Any comments on assistance that can he obtained from formal organisations?


I'm a serious artist, I've reached a rea sonable level of proficiency and the chance should be available to progress in the way I'm going. But how do you assess three years of experience. Often the criteria is age not technical proficiency, you know, so-and-so has been around thirty-five years so he must have something. The sort of people who normally apply for these are halfway people". They've done something which they can show but they haven't achieved anything really outstanding. Allocating bursaries is a gamble really. The true artist doesn't necessarily need the Queen Elizabeth Arts Council or any other form of formal assistance. He can always make it if he's dedicated enough because money is a pretty secondary consideration.


Take Van Gogh. He didn't receive much recognition in his lifetime, yet he was great, irrespective of whether he was recognised or not. I've got some friends who are writers. I haven't read much of their stuff, but I'm not assessing them in terms of artistic recognition, rather a sort of spiritual recognition. Art is a product.


It's a physical manifestation of something more than this. The artistic product is like the top of iceberg of something that dwells within the human individual. But the greater part of the iceberg is still under the water unseen. But the main thing is that the ones who make a living out of art are not necessarily the most dedicated. They are artisans, skilled craftsmen. There's nothing wrong in this if I seem to imply it, it's just a question of economics. This is still a pretty bourgeois country and consequently, the art is a reflection of this. In Australia for example an artist proceeds on his own, relying on single-mindedness and dedication. He would be recognised on his own merits where it is a matter of competition. It's the survival of the fittest scene, where you can't produce crap. In his country you can produce crap and get away with it. This situation, where the professional is getting more professional and the gap between him and the amateur is getting more pronounced.



Would you prefer to have developed in another country?


No. The struggle for life, the struggle for existence is much harder. The competition is much harder. For every dozen in this country who have reached a professional Standard, there Would be several thousand in Britain, all struggling to make it.




[image: The dilemma of the artist in his relationship with formal organisations which provide financial assistance is quite an interesting and involved story. It's rather like a romance, where you're wanting a girl to love you, but setting up conditions for her love. Wanting her to make an advance of her own free will, without actually inviting her.]
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Paul Melser is 22 and owns his own pottery in Featherston where he has worked and supported himself, mostly alone, for two years. 
Salient asked him: —
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Do you earn a comfortable living?


No, a low income by New Zealand standards, and most of this goes into property maintenance, tool and building expenditure and financing periods of relatively unprofitable yet essential experimental work —for example my exhibition of sculptural pots in Wellington last year barely paid its way but the techniques developed in the two months spent preparing it have proved invaluable.



Do you work hard?


You've got to work really bloody hard for long stretches in order to get established in the first place, and later on to support the experimental work which any artist needs if he is to improve, and also to keep at bay the kind of anxieties about money that can kill the joy in creative work. Yet no matter how hard the work seems sometimes (and I often work all day and all night) the thought of working for someone else or for the government seems a kind of living death by comparison. I work when I want to and work hard when I do.



Do you feel you're serving the community at all?


I'd like to think so. Obviously in the trivial sense of producing a desired commodity (I suppose pottery too is a consumer product), I serve the community in the same way as any manufacturer and perhaps incidentally educate the public a little as well, getting them to appreciate new aspects of things, livening up their sensibilities a bit. But the reason why I make pottery and the tremendous satisfactions I get out of it have nothing to do essentially with either the community of its money.



What kind of pottery is being exhibited at your Willeston Gallery exhibition this week?


Mainly domestic ware, functional household stuff. I used to think that domestic pots were not suitable for exhibitions and that only sculptural and nonfunctional work could be aesthetically suitable enough to justify a special showing, but recently I've realised the full aesthetic possibilities of domestic ware.



What about assistance from organisations?


Pretty bloody hopeless. It's difficult to get a bursary unless you attend a recognised school of instruction. But it's fairly difficult for any organisation to make grants because of their so-called responsibility to the public. Grants have a sort of taint in some ways because they are official and from formal institutions. And there is the problem that it is very difficult for committees to make inspired choices. The alternative is to have dictator who would at least be consistent in his selections, But more important than grants are big businesses. It's much more satisfying to be able to sell something, rather than getting a grant. I understand there is a system in Holland whereby a section of the cost of a building is compulsprily spent on some art Work. There's just beginning to be a link between the architect and the artist in this country. It is very difficult to design an art work for a building when there is little communication between the two.
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Films


Murder Sicilian Style



Nevil Gibson



Italian director Elio Petri is something of a nonetity in New Zealand. His reputation seems to be based upon the science fiction thriller 
The Tenth Victim, which features, among other things, Ursula Andress socking it to em with bullets from the breasts. It is fairly certain that tin's film (1966) will soon be released here by NZFS. Meanwhile United Artists has acquired Petri's 1967 film 
We Still Kill The Old Way. which will be shown at the Princess in the near future (yon can never be quite sure what will turn up at the Princess next).



We Still Kill The Old Way is another Mafia drama though made before Martin Ritt's 
The Brotherhood, seen earlier this year. Both films display a different approach to the Mafia, though basically of course the Mafia.. is a bad thing. Where 
Old Way is superior to 
Brotherhood is that it doesn't have to strive for atmosphere. Its Sicilian locale, particularly the people and their faces, paint a whole society in a few frames. A deeper, more psyehological examination is more difficult, not only because of the dubbing but also because 
Old Way is primarily a thriller where 
Brotherhood was more concerned with character.


Another common bond between the two films is Irene Papas, the Greek actress who has featured in 
Electra and 
Zorba the Greek and has been wasted in minor films since then. In these Mafia films, to which she is hardly suited, she plays the willing widow or the suffering wile. At least in 
Old Way she emerges on top.


The outline plot of 
Old Way concerns a student (Gian Maria Voloute, the Mexican bandit in 
For a Few Dollars More) who attempts to track down those responsible for murdering his friend. As the Mafia dominates the town, indeed the whole society, he becomes caught up in a web from which there is no escape. The inevitability of his death is powerful element of suspense in the film, as we realise how deep the Mafia permeates the society. No one is free of it—like a virus disease. But how far is one warranted in painting this as a genuine examination of the Mafia's role, or is it just about the last secret society which everyone hates, thus saving us from the ridiculous descent to the Smersh substitutes? It is hard to say. 
But what 
Old Way does tell us, as do the Sicilian films of Pietro Germi, is that Sicily would be far better removed from the map and Italy improved for it. Which seems to point to some Italian hang-up about its destitute Mafia-ridden island.


Petri is most impressive in his ability to catch the pervading fear of the townspeople. There are no Mamma Mias raving on like Ugo Tognazzi and those other wretched Italians. They are a sullen, suffering lot. This patische of fear is supplemented by photography, mainly movement, which resembles the actions of a running man. The camera hardly pauses for breath and the audience is at a loss for a break in this highpowered lens swinging. The Italians seem to have made this technique one of their own since the invention of the handheld camera and the advent of Godard.


* * *


Style is not an important consideration when it comes to filming something by Raymond Chandler, doyen of American crime writers. Taking the name of the Chandler's well known private eye Phillip Marlowe (immortalised by Humphrey Bogart) a certain Paul Bogart and others have horribly miscast James Garner, if one could ever cast him, in 
Marlowe (MGM). But in spite of Garner's stolid attempts to do otherwise 
Marlowe survives as basically tough yarn with plenty of twists. In true Hollywood fashion (the film looks like a TV pilot) it has been updated with the obligatory homosexual-lesbianism-strippertransvestite travelogue-type sub-culture which is meant to prove, I should imagine, very little, except that plenty of people can earn a living just being themselves. Gayle Hunnicutt provides one of the more pleasant sights in Marlowe, though she is a far from unblemished broad. A sadder appearance is Rita Moreno, who won an Academy Award for 
West Side Story and has been out of movies ever since, making her return as a stripper-cum-lesbian. Reversing the trend of many of today's films, the script is better than the performers and director Bogart moves things along at a cracking pace.


* * *



Briefly: Watch for 
The Killing of Sister George at the Kings on Friday, and two good action shows coming to the St James, 
Madigan (Don Seigel's one before 
Coogan's Bluff) and the Jim Brown tribute to Siegel's 
Riot in Cell Block 11 simply entitled Riot and filmed in an actual jail with real live inmates (Big Jim, of course, is probably inside now as well judging by one scanty report).
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La Notte: Antonioni's film returns soon to the Princess.
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Art


Bronze sculptures, simple pottery



Jan Walker


At the Rothmans Cultural Foundation at present there is an exhibition of sculpture by Theo Janssen. Mr Janssen originally came from Holland and has been working in New Zealand for some ten years. The work exhibited is chiefly executed in bronze and the sculptor has taken great care to allow the texture of the material he is working in to fall into naturalistic lines and form pleasant unmutilated shapes.


The emphasis on large spacial areas such as in "Hello" and "All right, the Cat comes for a dance too" gives his work a generous and well balanced effect. His design work is excellent, far better than his sketches suggest. Several of his crucifix pieces particularly combine delicacy with strength in their design as well as their content.


Several of his smaller pieces lacked any particular conviction in their form. Where Mr Janssen is being light-hearted as in "Hopscotch" or serious such as in his religious artifacts his work has beauty and strength, but where content is less important then the standard of his work drops accordingly.


* * *


At the Willeston Gallery in Victoria Street there is at present an exhibition of domestic pottery by Paul Melser. This young potter, who became professional in 1966, has been turning out a large and varied number of pots. There are over 300 pieces in this exhibition alone.


Although many of the pots are pleasant and light to handle it does not seem that Paul Melser has yet come to a happy solution as far as combining the utilitarian and aesthetic purposes of his pottery. Many of his pots look awkward and clumsy with over-glazing—spoiling the normally simplistic line of his work.


The range of Melser's work shows his enthusiastic response to the properties of his clay and where he has allowed free rein to his abilities his pots are well-designed and attractive.
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Lindsay Fields and 
Jeff Kennedy (drums) pictured pictured during last week's "Hard" concert which also featured a selection of strange sounds apart from the Original Sin.
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The following article was scooped by 
Salients Parliamentary reporter from the graffiti on the walls of Bellamys.


I am glad to have the opportunity of discussing secondary education and its place in the New Zealand economy in an atmosphere such as this, and I want to take the opportunity of bringing together some of the many points made during the past year or two since I first raised this question.


After raising the matter briefly when addressing a meeting in Christchurch in 1968. I deliberately put the following in the 1967 Budget.


"There is, I believe, general agreement on the essential need for adequate education. In recent years expenditure has increased rapidly in the secondary field, the increase only being exceeded by the universities. This is due in part to the rise in the secondary student roll which has now reached more than 140.000, double the amount of eleven years ago. This upsurge points to the need for reappraisal of the allocation of scarce resources of money and personnel to ensure that they are being expended in the manner most beneficial to the New Zealand people."


The presentation of the Budget was immediately followed by a statement from an officer of the Secondary Teachers Association suggesting that this was flying a kite for a decision to reduce secondary school spending. In fact what I have aimed to do throughout, and I believe successfully, is to stimulate discussion and investigation.


I make no claim of being an expert in this field, despite selective newspaper reports that have tended to give this aura to my talks, and most speakers recognise this. But one thing I must make clear—in this field, as any other, there is no room for waste.


One of the main objectives of being at secondary school is to prepare oneself for a career. This should be held forward in any discussion of the subject, and raises in its turn several interesting questions—


• There is a gross oversupply of people in the arts field, with little prospect of employment.


• There is an undersupply of people in the science and commerce fields, which contribute the most to the economy.


The obvious deduction form these statements is that if anything has to be cut out due to a clampdown on Government spending, it will be in the non-essential arts subjects, probably by restriction of entry. I nope this will not come about—despite what some critics claim, I don't like cutting community services any less than they do.


Now the question of failures.


Failures are wasteful. What do they cost? I asked Treasury to come up with an estimate for me. They came up with a figure of approximately $4,500 for a student who tails school certificate, and a figure of $6,000 for a student who fails University Entrance. These figures are not plucked out of the air, as some Labour MP's would have us believe. They have been calculated by a Treasury graduate who has passed Q.A. They are made up from: (1967 figures)—


Total amount (excluding buildings) spent on secondary education—$27.7 million.


Number of pupils—133 thousand.


Amount spent per pupil—$210.



Failure in School Certificate costs—


3 years salary ... $3300


Current education spending per student ... $630


Buildings ... $100


$4030



Failure in University entrance—


4 years Salary $5000


Current education spending per student $840


Buildings ... $160


$6000


The cost of occupancy of the buildings was taken as the capital cost at 8% interest plus depreciation.


The total amounts lost through failing are enormous. Assuming a 50% pass rate in School Certificate, the loss there is in the order of $80 million, and assuming a 60% pass rate in University Entrance, a sum of $40 million is lost. Thus a total of $120 million is lost per year.


Obviously this is just a rough calculation, but it is near enough as you will gel with any other method.


Why don't we do something about it? $120 million is worth doing something about. If we tighten up entry to secondary schools, we lose potential exam passers, but we get less failures. This is, in my view, a matter for the responsible authorities to act, notably the secondary school principals, who will not act unless they get the go-ahead from their boards of governors, who act in an enlightened way that is justly renowned.


I have had discussions with heads of colleges from overseas who sharply restrict their intake of students from primary schools, so their failure rate is approximately 3%. One head was of the opinion that the New Zealand secondary school pupil is failure-oriented, because of the large numbers that fail School Certificate and University Entrance, whereas their students are selected on the expectation of success. When I repeated these remarks without stating who they originating from I came under fire for making these shocking remarks. The press contacted the originator of these suggestions, and asked for his opinion. One of the headlines that came from this was—


"Ally for Minister in open-door secondary school criticism—principal of Eton college suggests that loose screening system that allows a conglomerate mass of students to enter college keeps the failure rate and the expenditure at high levels".


To sum up, if the education vote for secondary schools keeps rising at its present rate, which is highly likely due to the increasing amounts needed to pay for science equipment—oscilliscopes, computers and the like—it will get to so high a level that a future Finance Minister will be forced to say—"Stop, I cannot finance this."
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by Tums


I want to do a real rave about the 
Prince of Wales, so I'll start by awarding it 5 points and go on about all the good things that it contains. Nostalgic readers will remember the old Prince of Wales in Tory Street as a really friendly, pubby sort of pub. Nice and old.
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A guide to eating and drinking in Wellington




The new Prince of Wales is sited by the Basin Reserve in a new tall building, but it is new in the nicest possible way.


I started off in the lounge bar where 'neat dress' did not seem to mean ties, which is a welcome improvement on most new taverns, and the drink prices as far as I was able to ascertain, are public bar priced. It is quite a large bar, tending perhaps to the 'temple of drink' look of the Cannon's Greek Tavern but this effect is dispelled by the amazing interior design and the booths round the walls.


The table tops in the booths are patterned and one wall down the south end is patterned with a broken letter design which is striking. There are so many good colours in this bar that you can spend hours taking them all in.


The barmaids must be the friendliest in town. I had a chat to one who had impressed me by picking up eleven glasses at once without stacking them. She said that things get a bit hectic at times, and the atmosphere a trifle smoky, but I was most impressed with the speed of service.


The public bar is just too much. I just sat there and grooved at the red and orange colours and the huge Victoriana photos on the walls. It would seem that only regulars drink there, but I would seriously suggest to the Duke people that they shift venues to the Prince Words cannot describe this place.



* * * *



Dropped in with The Dodger to 
El Matador in Manners Street the other night after a particularly harrowing evening shooting pool. We ordered steaks; mine with tomatoes and onions. The Dodger's with eggs. My four meagre scraps of tomato cost 15c; but apart from the recooked peas, the rest of the meal was good, though perhaps a weeny bit overpriced.


But I would gladly have paid double the price for the incredible entertainment provided. A character who looked like a hangover from a B-grade movie on Al Capone stood by the kitchen reading a copy of 
Censored and chomping on an imaginary cheroot. He kept making staccato barks out of the corner of his mouth to a scullery maid on the progress of 
Peyton Place which was showing on a telly in the corner.


At the back of the restaurant a huge mirror gives you the expectation of three wide boys stomping in and machine-gunning the patrons.


A final word on the tea. It was dreadful. I haven't seen so many tea leaves since Madam Norsitoff read my palm (among other things).


Four points. This is good entertainment value.


The accompanying photo is not quite as irrelevant as one might think. It is precisely how I felt after a horrendous visit to a restaurant whose identity I should not even reveal to protect the innocent, but it may perhaps be better, in racing parlance, to warn you off.


Dear reader, I was in the unfortunate position of having had one over the eight, as it were. In fact. I had better be honest with you and say that it was nearer one over the twenty-three. How, I hear you cry, does a poor, unemployed person like Turns find the wherewithal to purchase such a large quantity of amber refreshment? How indeed? But back to the eating house.


Taranaki Street it was. A gentleman in a natty blue uniform was eyeing me very suspiciously from across the street, so I hastily ducked into the 
Green Parrot, whose doors were invitingly close.


Readers, what could be more natural than, having entered a restaurant, ordering a meal? I havent the faintest idea what I ordered, nor indeed what I ate. But somewhere during the course of the meal, a gentleman who looked as if he munched bricks for snacks deposited a bill on the table. It was not a small bill. And Turns, on investigating first casually, then frantically, the linings of his overalls, discovered the princely sum of seven cents and a TAB ticket on a horse which regretfully ended up in the Trentham sausages.


To make a long story short 1 haven't run faster since I woke up last week with diarrhoea. I haven't had the heart to go back. I'll just pop an anonymous cheque in the mail.


If you are a stockbroker, wear a three-piece suit, go out with Nga Tawa girls and drink gin and tonic, then you too can drink in the 
Lambton Nook, upstairs in Hotel Debrett. There in the comfortable chairs under the harsh lights you can laugh raucously at how Reggie was so drunk after Sally's parly that he sprained his wrist attempting a tricky double declutch in his Morgan.


There you can epitomize the responsibly shallow life of you and your ilk.


There you can make a joke with the barman (if you have tipped him a dollar on top of the grossly overpriced drinks, or you won't be served again).


There you can spew your little hearts out as far as I'm concerned. One point for the beautiful people.



* * * *


I think I prefer the 
New City after ten p.m. to before. All I did was drop in with the idea of having a quick frosty (not with The Dodger this time) and I found myself in a smallish bar with people straight out of Coronation Street staring at me with little beady eyes. I hastened through the door into a wave of stale urine and passed through to the Public Bar. Straight into the jacks. They were having words with a fellow who would just nod when flashed a stack of record cards at the court. The barman was interested I was interested in getting a beer. Occasionally the barman would say: "Better move on, Tom", and occasionally I would say: "Two twelves, please" and occasionally the jacks would warn 
me nottointererorIwouldbearrested.


I finally got served, but not before the barman tossed up whether to say better move along Tom to me. Maybe it was the presence of the fuzz which curdled the beer, but I didn't return for seconds. I'm told they serve excellent counter lunches there. But on my view of the place, one point.



* * * *
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Staff required: reporters, photographers, sub-editors, etc. Application forms available in the "Salient" Office. Any inquiries about 
Salient should be directed to David Harcourt, 121 Kelburn Pde. (Phone 758-775) or Les Atkins at Weir House (Phone 71-218).
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Curious Cove Congress: Not Just a Meeting of Minds


The scene for Congress is Curious Cove, a six-mile boattrip from Picton, where the isolated campsite seems submerged in the spectacular scenery of the Marlborough Sounds. It's a dreamtime escape from the factory or the 
woolstore for the student imprisoned in the Christmas vacation job.


Only about 150 students can take part, unfortunately, because the Cove is fairly small. But this number 
has proved about right for people to mix and get to know each other.


To give the whole scene some relevance and coherence. Congress is organised around a lecture series. Generally there is one lecture in the morning and one in the evening. These lectures are as informal as possible, and are intended to act as a kick-off to an unhibited exchange of ideas.


Congress organisers try to get a panel of speakers representing a variety of backgrounds and opinions: trade 
unionists and academics; politicians and artists; and generally anyone of interest or with interesting ideas.


Lectures are taken lying down, so if a speaker goes on for too long, he's likely to find his audience has gone to sleep. Also, because of the unusual disposition of the audience, the speaker is liable to give just a little more to his performance than the usual lecture-hall recital.


In spite of these challenges previous Congresses have had an impressive line-up of speakers, who in turn have got something out of the unconventional atmosphere.


Politicians such as Messrs Nash. Marshall, Nordmeyer, Shand and Muldoon have made the scene. In l967 the American Conservative William F. Buckley. Jr. was a star billing. Diplomatic representatives, namely the Ambassadors of Eire and Japan, have attended at various times.


Geiringer on medicine, Hunn on Maori Affairs. Sutch on economics. Ken Baxter on the federation of Labour are indicative of the variety of speakers and topics. From the arts Woollaston and McCahon, Baxter and Tuwhare. Maconie and McLeod, and many others.


The theme for Congress 1970 is "The New Society". Again, in the Congress tradition, the topic is sufficiently broad to allow for the broad flow of ideas.


You don't have to be an expert in anything to take part. Sociologists, doctors, town planners, psychologists, politicians, etc., have been invited to speak. They will provide informed opinions from which general discussion will grow.


If the intellectual scene gets too hot, you can cool it with swimming, volleyball, water-skiing, rowing, bush hikes, or just sleeping in the sun. The afternoons are sacred to relaxation.


In the evenings, after the lecture, there are all sorts of ways to unwind and get to know people even better. There are facilities for dances, films, beach barbecues and, generally, there's something going on somewhere around the Cove.


Congress is a unique institution run by students for students: it tries to show that in a fairly uninhibited sort of atmosphere serious thinking and a good time are not incompatible.
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Committee on Vietnam appeals for funds




An appeal for funds to finance a programme designed to inform the public as to the real nature of the war in Vietnam is being made by the Wellington branch of the Committee on Vietnam.


"The committee is intending to use the heightened interest in politics during the forthcoming parliamentary elections to put its view to the public", it said in a press statement.


"We intend to publish advertisements in the mass media which will state our general case for the withdrawal of New Zealand troops from Vietnam and which will comment on topical news about Vietnam.


"We also intend to distribute leaflets and publish a special issue of 
Vietnam Quote and Comment which will contain a large amount of information about Vietnam.


The committee will also hold a mass rally as part of a nationwide mobilisation on Saturday 15 November to coincide with a world mobilisation for the withdrawal of American troops from Vietnam.


The statement said the US has continued to bomb the South of Vietnam with "unparalleled intensity".


The US has retained an army of more than 500,000 in the south, backed by a further 400.000 men in the reserves; in fleets bombarding the South's coast line, and in air support.


"It has also continued to arm hundreds of thousands of troops of the Saigon puppet army as well as a further hundred thousand from its client states—South Korea. Thailand, Australia and New Zealand."


"In short", the committee said, "the US is far from giving up its aggression against the people of Vietnam.


"The US has been engaging in political trickery to lull the protest movement in the US and elsewhere in the world into giving up its struggle to force the withdrawal of the US and its "allies" from Vietnam leaving the Vietnamese people to settle their own affairs free from foreign interference.


"We in New Zealand should not be fooled by this trickery.


"We should continue to oppose our involvement in the war in Vietnam and struggle for the immediate withdrawal of our troops".
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Barry & Sargent Ltd.



Opticians


118 Willis St. - Tel. 45-841



St. George Billiard Saloon •


Open 9 a.m. — 11 p.m.


Monday to Saturday


25% Discount to Students Monday . Wednesday



Sports The Sports Depot


(Witcombe & Caldwell)


Long-standing connection with University sport. Every one of Vic'i 24 sports catered for.



Victuallers



Reginald Collins Ltd.


Wholesale wine and spirit people. Vintners to the Students' Association. Carry stocks of all brands of ale, spirits, table wine (from 55c), sherry in flagons ($1.60) or quart bottles.


Free Delivery—Callars located at


No. 3 
Ballance Street


(Customhouse Quay end)



Downstage Theatre Cafe


Star Boating Club



Jehvois Quay


Tonight at 8.15 Dinner: 6.45 p.m.


To mark the Bi-centennial of Cook,


"
Oh Captain Cook"



An Original Musical


Based on the play "An Appendix to the Voyage of Cook" by Jean Glr-audoux, translated by Josn Dunmore. Music composed by David Forquhar. Directed by Dick Johnstone.



Hotel St. George The "Seven Seas Bar"



Best In New Zealand


• Nearest to University.


• Modern, comfortable surroundings.


• Cool, bright, fresh beer on tap always.


• Food available from our "Food Bar", 11.45 a.m. to 2.30 p.m.


• Mixed drinking—all facilities,


Entrees, Cold Buffet, Vegetables. Hot Pies



Kelburn Butchery (1965) Ltd


(M. G. & K. G. Parkinson)


•



Choice, Tender 1st 
Grade Meat and 
Smallgoods



Ham - Bacon & Poultry Supplies



Margaret O'Connor Studio



Private Tuition Daily


Beginners only every Monday, 7—10.30 p.m.


58 Lower Cuba Street


Admission 50c Telephone 45-818



Suit Hire


•



Ralph Wilkins


Corner Manners and Farish Streets



H. W. Moss



Ltd.



Wholesale Wine And Spirit Merchants 89 Thorndon Quay



Open Saturdays



Daysh, Renouf & Co.



Members Wellington Stock Exchange


National Mutual Centre Featherton Street Tel. 70-169



Sam Kee



Corner Upland Road And Plunket Street


*



Fresh Vegetables And Choice Fruit


We Cater Especially for Students
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Ah, the power of the press. Remember that condemned man I was talking about last week? Well the reprieve has come through. Outside Left will totter through another year (Harcourt still willing) before some other young stripling presumes to upset the Establishment and ditch it.



* * *




Did you hear, no, I suppose you didn't because it's madly confidential as yet, but Gerard old boy has got a job in the Law Faculty. That makes two presidents in two years. Pity Mike McCarthy didn't quite make the presidency, then the socialists wouldn't have to rely on Hec McNeill.



* * *




Latest count shows three dead in the library.



* * *




Thought for the week. Today is the first day of the rest of your life.



Members of a special committee set up to appoint a Forum Controller for 1970 are finding relations with Simon Arnold a trifle strained. Nothing whatsoever to do with the fact that the Committee rejected the sole applicant yesterday. No prizes for guessing the name of the applicant.



Many years ago, when this column was still in short pants, one Roger Lawrence - card-player, punter and controversial Association Secretary—was a minor campus deity. The tarnished icon is again being burnished as Roger moves in to take over Exec and Cappicade. A rising star of the delinquent old guard is going to co-edit Cappicade with the Gambling Guru—Roger Wilde. The proverbial bad penny?



"You know there's millions of people starving in Biafra."



"Yeah, well name two of them."



We hear that failed candidate for the editorships of Canta, N.Z. Monthly Review and Argot is after the editorship of Craccum. Said candidate was also unsuccessful recently in a takeover bid for the Auckland University National Club. We wish Owie Baby better luck than he had when he crapped out in his attempt for the Vic Presidency in 1967.
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Sport with 
Ian Stockwell




Ski Champs


John Armstrong excels





The North Island ski championships were held at Mt. Ruapehu recently. The torrential rain on the Saturday prevented any racing and most competitors adjourned to the hot pools and pubs at Tokaanu.


The giant slalom was held in the Te Heu Heu Valley early Sunday morning. The weather had improved considerably and most racers went off in perfect conditions.


Victoria had several people racing and in the men's, John Armstrong came third, Bob Ongley 26th and Phil Jones 27th.


The slalom began at 3 p.m. the same day in the valley and was only a short 30 seconds each run.


Several competitors were disqualified, notably D. Johns, and John Armstrong came fifth in this event.


When the points were tallied up at the end, it was found that John Armstrong took the combined title and was North Island Champion for 1969.


Liz Pike also competed in the championships and Ann Armstrong came fourth overall.






N.Z. 
Champs


The New Zealand championships followed during the next week, but were hampered by mist and falling snow the whole time.


The events were dominated by Womersley and Gardner of the New Zealand Olympic team who took most of the first and second placings during the champs.


Margot Blakely of Auckland had three first placings to become women's champion for the third time.


In spite of the weather, all events were held, even a jump. Phil Jones of Vic came 29th in the giant slalom and the only other Vic skier, John Armstrong finished sixth in the overall combined title.







Skiing Movies


On Thursday, 2 October, from noon until 2 p.m. there will be a scries of ski movies screened in the Memorial Theatre. Admission is free and open to all.
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Water Polo


A Fun Game ... of skill, pace, joie de vivre





Women's water-polo is a fun game. You are quite liable to get murdered: but it is a fun game.


It is played in Wellington, in a heated pool, on summer evenings after work is finished and lea is eaten. The men for some strange reason reckon we are hilarious: but standards are rising.


Luckily they have not risen far enough, so any female Varsity student with a pair of togs—one piece for safety reasons—can play in Wellington competition.


So it is strange that there are not more women water polo players at Victoria.



At Easter Tournament 69 we had six girls in the North Island team which brat South 4-1, with our captain Carol Quirk us North's captain.


Three of these graduated to the NZU team, with Carol again as captain, which the strong Canterbury provincial side heat 6-1. Unfortunately the Varsities team was only announced shortly before the game so there was no time for a practice.


Victoria only went down 5-1 to Canterbury in an unofficial game. This was good for a club side.


Coming attractions include the annual national water polo championships and tournament next March, and the inter-provincial competition.


There is also talk of sending a New Zealand women's team to Australia.


The Victoria women's team does 
not train like maniacs. Our primary need is not fitness, but just to get a team together 
now, before finals, and keep together. Then we might stand a good chance at Auckland's Tournament next year when we hope to become an official sport. Contact: Carol (Phone 27-82528) or Morna (Phone 886-592).




If Ever there was a game off skill, pace and sheer joie de vivre, this is it.


Water polo conceived, born and developed in England during the late 1869's as "water soccer" is now one of the most popular truly international sports played in pools throughout the world.


Within New Zealand it is not a mass sport like Rugby, but it does have some hundreds of devotees, and, of course, a close affinity with the thousands of competitive swimmers in the country.


On its own, water polo would be comparable in popularity with other such connoisseur sports as rowing and yachting, for it demands a high degree of skill and fitness, and is not an easy sport to master.







History


Water polo was developed by a 
number of aquatic sportsmen who wished to revive interest in swimming by relieving the boredom of spectators having to watch incessant swimming races.


Before the close of the nineteenth century water polo had spread from Britain to the United States and to several European countries.


It was included in the 1900 Olympic Games at Paris but only club teams participated.


However, in 1908 water polo became a fully representative sport and since then has been a major sport on the Olympic programme.







Spectator Sport


Water polo, as a fast and manly game with a great deal of body contact under the water, unable to be seen by the referee, offers skills and thrills galore for those who watch it.


It is interesting, however, to overhear remarks and questions posed by the spectator watching his first game of water polo.


Common amongst them are: "... dirtiest sport I have ever seen"... . "how does he float with two blokes holding him?" ... "where are the horses?" ... "that bloke has his hand in his opponent's togs" ... "I thought the referee would be in the water" ... "do many players drown?"







Basic Rules


The basic rules of the game are quite simple:


• Two teams of 11 players with seven in the water at any one time.


• Four quarters of five minutes playing times.


• Only one hand to be used to throw or catch the ball (except the goalkeepers).


• Goals (worth one point each) scored by getting the ball in the opposing team's net.


• It is a foul to hold, push or sink an opponent not holding the ball.


• One cannot push the ball under water.


There is no offside and the object is primarily to get oneself into a scoring position and await a pass onto the hand.






1969/70 
Season


The water polo season begins sometime in October with promotion-relegation matches. The Varsity men's "A" team did not feature as prominently last year in the local competition as some experienced players defected to other Wellington Clubs.


There is also a team in the "B" grade.


The club's interest in promoting water polo is shown by the fact that they are sponsoring an Onslow College team to play in the schoolboys competition under Vic colours.


This involves Vic in paying the affiliation fees, providing equipment and coaching.


Training night is every Monday between 7-8 p.m. at the Thorndon pool for both men and women.


Competition is held on Thursday nights also at the Thorndon Pool.


Anyone interested in playing this highly entertaining, enjoyable sport, beginners or otherwise, this summer vacation, should contact one of the following people:


Mona McFarlane Phone 887-175 B.); Pru Brock (Phone 48-640 B.); John Brodie (Phone 59-859 B., 757-568 H.); Paul Kent (Phone 888-951 H.).
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John Armstrong excels





The North Island ski championships were held at Mt. Ruapehu recently. The torrential rain on the Saturday prevented any racing and most competitors adjourned to the hot pools and pubs at Tokaanu.


The giant slalom was held in the Te Heu Heu Valley early Sunday morning. The weather had improved considerably and most racers went off in perfect conditions.


Victoria had several people racing and in the men's, John Armstrong came third, Bob Ongley 26th and Phil Jones 27th.


The slalom began at 3 p.m. the same day in the valley and was only a short 30 seconds each run.


Several competitors were disqualified, notably D. Johns, and John Armstrong came fifth in this event.


When the points were tallied up at the end, it was found that John Armstrong took the combined title and was North Island Champion for 1969.


Liz Pike also competed in the championships and Ann Armstrong came fourth overall.






N.Z. 
Champs


The New Zealand championships followed during the next week, but were hampered by mist and falling snow the whole time.


The events were dominated by Womersley and Gardner of the New Zealand Olympic team who took most of the first and second placings during the champs.


Margot Blakely of Auckland had three first placings to become women's champion for the third time.


In spite of the weather, all events were held, even a jump. Phil Jones of Vic came 29th in the giant slalom and the only other Vic skier, John Armstrong finished sixth in the overall combined title.







Skiing Movies


On Thursday, 2 October, from noon until 2 p.m. there will be a scries of ski movies screened in the Memorial Theatre. Admission is free and open to all.
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The North Island ski championships were held at Mt. Ruapehu recently. The torrential rain on the Saturday prevented any racing and most competitors adjourned to the hot pools and pubs at Tokaanu.


The giant slalom was held in the Te Heu Heu Valley early Sunday morning. The weather had improved considerably and most racers went off in perfect conditions.


Victoria had several people racing and in the men's, John Armstrong came third, Bob Ongley 26th and Phil Jones 27th.


The slalom began at 3 p.m. the same day in the valley and was only a short 30 seconds each run.


Several competitors were disqualified, notably D. Johns, and John Armstrong came fifth in this event.


When the points were tallied up at the end, it was found that John Armstrong took the combined title and was North Island Champion for 1969.
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The New Zealand championships followed during the next week, but were hampered by mist and falling snow the whole time.


The events were dominated by Womersley and Gardner of the New Zealand Olympic team who took most of the first and second placings during the champs.


Margot Blakely of Auckland had three first placings to become women's champion for the third time.


In spite of the weather, all events were held, even a jump. Phil Jones of Vic came 29th in the giant slalom and the only other Vic skier, John Armstrong finished sixth in the overall combined title.
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A Fun Game ... of skill, pace, joie de vivre





Women's water-polo is a fun game. You are quite liable to get murdered: but it is a fun game.


It is played in Wellington, in a heated pool, on summer evenings after work is finished and lea is eaten. The men for some strange reason reckon we are hilarious: but standards are rising.


Luckily they have not risen far enough, so any female Varsity student with a pair of togs—one piece for safety reasons—can play in Wellington competition.


So it is strange that there are not more women water polo players at Victoria.



At Easter Tournament 69 we had six girls in the North Island team which brat South 4-1, with our captain Carol Quirk us North's captain.


Three of these graduated to the NZU team, with Carol again as captain, which the strong Canterbury provincial side heat 6-1. Unfortunately the Varsities team was only announced shortly before the game so there was no time for a practice.


Victoria only went down 5-1 to Canterbury in an unofficial game. This was good for a club side.


Coming attractions include the annual national water polo championships and tournament next March, and the inter-provincial competition.


There is also talk of sending a New Zealand women's team to Australia.


The Victoria women's team does 
not train like maniacs. Our primary need is not fitness, but just to get a team together 
now, before finals, and keep together. Then we might stand a good chance at Auckland's Tournament next year when we hope to become an official sport. Contact: Carol (Phone 27-82528) or Morna (Phone 886-592).




If Ever there was a game off skill, pace and sheer joie de vivre, this is it.


Water polo conceived, born and developed in England during the late 1869's as "water soccer" is now one of the most popular truly international sports played in pools throughout the world.


Within New Zealand it is not a mass sport like Rugby, but it does have some hundreds of devotees, and, of course, a close affinity with the thousands of competitive swimmers in the country.


On its own, water polo would be comparable in popularity with other such connoisseur sports as rowing and yachting, for it demands a high degree of skill and fitness, and is not an easy sport to master.







History


Water polo was developed by a 
number of aquatic sportsmen who wished to revive interest in swimming by relieving the boredom of spectators having to watch incessant swimming races.


Before the close of the nineteenth century water polo had spread from Britain to the United States and to several European countries.


It was included in the 1900 Olympic Games at Paris but only club teams participated.


However, in 1908 water polo became a fully representative sport and since then has been a major sport on the Olympic programme.







Spectator Sport


Water polo, as a fast and manly game with a great deal of body contact under the water, unable to be seen by the referee, offers skills and thrills galore for those who watch it.


It is interesting, however, to overhear remarks and questions posed by the spectator watching his first game of water polo.


Common amongst them are: "... dirtiest sport I have ever seen"... . "how does he float with two blokes holding him?" ... "where are the horses?" ... "that bloke has his hand in his opponent's togs" ... "I thought the referee would be in the water" ... "do many players drown?"







Basic Rules


The basic rules of the game are quite simple:


• Two teams of 11 players with seven in the water at any one time.


• Four quarters of five minutes playing times.


• Only one hand to be used to throw or catch the ball (except the goalkeepers).


• Goals (worth one point each) scored by getting the ball in the opposing team's net.


• It is a foul to hold, push or sink an opponent not holding the ball.


• One cannot push the ball under water.


There is no offside and the object is primarily to get oneself into a scoring position and await a pass onto the hand.






1969/70 
Season


The water polo season begins sometime in October with promotion-relegation matches. The Varsity men's "A" team did not feature as prominently last year in the local competition as some experienced players defected to other Wellington Clubs.


There is also a team in the "B" grade.


The club's interest in promoting water polo is shown by the fact that they are sponsoring an Onslow College team to play in the schoolboys competition under Vic colours.


This involves Vic in paying the affiliation fees, providing equipment and coaching.


Training night is every Monday between 7-8 p.m. at the Thorndon pool for both men and women.


Competition is held on Thursday nights also at the Thorndon Pool.


Anyone interested in playing this highly entertaining, enjoyable sport, beginners or otherwise, this summer vacation, should contact one of the following people:


Mona McFarlane Phone 887-175 B.); Pru Brock (Phone 48-640 B.); John Brodie (Phone 59-859 B., 757-568 H.); Paul Kent (Phone 888-951 H.).
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Water polo, as a fast and manly game with a great deal of body contact under the water, unable to be seen by the referee, offers skills and thrills galore for those who watch it.


It is interesting, however, to overhear remarks and questions posed by the spectator watching his first game of water polo.
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The water polo season begins sometime in October with promotion-relegation matches. The Varsity men's "A" team did not feature as prominently last year in the local competition as some experienced players defected to other Wellington Clubs.


There is also a team in the "B" grade.


The club's interest in promoting water polo is shown by the fact that they are sponsoring an Onslow College team to play in the schoolboys competition under Vic colours.


This involves Vic in paying the affiliation fees, providing equipment and coaching.


Training night is every Monday between 7-8 p.m. at the Thorndon pool for both men and women.
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Anyone interested in playing this highly entertaining, enjoyable sport, beginners or otherwise, this summer vacation, should contact one of the following people:
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The present co-editor of Argot, Max Kerr, has been appointed editor of Argot lor 1970.



A graduate in political science, he intends to publish six issues next year, "provided sufficient copy is available".
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Auckland


Easy monay on 
Idyll Dollar (1) . . Divide and 
Ruelle (2) . . a slippery customer 
Tunaeke (4) . . she's a darling 
Our Grace (6) . . stay loyal to 
Patrida (2) . . 
Ima Kiwi (9) and proud of it.






Wanganui


Get the message 
Errand Boy (1) . . knows the roads 
Clarence Leslie (2) . . py korry 
Otara Lady (3) . . the ace draw 
King High (4) . . all the wae 
Highland Flight (4) . . 
Dayanna on grass (7) . . flying high 
Moon Averll (8).






Waipukurau


In the right direction 
PointDuty (1) . . 
Sterling stuff (2) . . worth a bob 
Dlnagh (3) . . won't be 
Bluffing (5) . . a real 
Fine Choice (6) . . ah so 
Souchong (7) . . 
McDella's the fella (8).
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Ima Kiwi (9) and proud of it.
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Wanganui




Wanganui


Get the message 
Errand Boy (1) . . knows the roads 
Clarence Leslie (2) . . py korry 
Otara Lady (3) . . the ace draw 
King High (4) . . all the wae 
Highland Flight (4) . . 
Dayanna on grass (7) . . flying high 
Moon Averll (8).
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Waipukurau




Waipukurau


In the right direction 
PointDuty (1) . . 
Sterling stuff (2) . . worth a bob 
Dlnagh (3) . . won't be 
Bluffing (5) . . a real 
Fine Choice (6) . . ah so 
Souchong (7) . . 
McDella's the fella (8).
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[Reguest for a pen-pal from Robert Savage]





Robert B. Savage. 30 Owassia Street. St. Thomas. Ontario. Canada, seeks female pen-pals at Victoria. He is interested in sports and is a book-keeper by profession.
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For further information contact
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55 Fairview Crescent, Wellington 5
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BANK OF NEW ZEALAND

University Enrolment - 1970

Arrangements have been made for the
payment of enrolment fees for 1970 to be
deducted from Bank of New Zealand Sav-
ings Accounts. Should you wish to avail
yourself of this arrangement, please pre-
sent your B.N.2. Savings Passbook to our
Agency Officer in the room at time of
enrolment.
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