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S.G.M. tomorrow night:

 
Attempts To Reconstitute Exec, S.R.C.


By 
Roger Wilde




Attempts to reconstitute both the Executive and the Sudent Representation Council will be made at a special general meeting of the Students' Association in the Common Common Room of the 
Sub at 7 p.m. tomorrow night.


A motion moved by the president of the association, Gerard Curry and seconded by the president-elect, Margaret Bryson, will seek to establish the SRC on the same basis as was originally proposed to the June SGM.


This would mean membership would be on an elected basis and voting rights would not be available to any student who came along.


The second motion which will also be moved by Executive will attempt to reduce the size of that body from 15 to seven.


Discussing his reasons for the motion on the SRC Gerard said the danger with open membership was that "you don't have representative decisions being taken."


"I don't think you get truly representative decisions being made unless the whole student body came along, which is quite impossible," he said.


The second motion which will also be moved by Executive will attempt to reduce the size of that body from 15 to seven.



"But structured membership is an attempt to enhance the chances of representative decisions being made.


Gerard said he felt students operated in independent units in their clubs and faculties, and lacked a common identity within the student body.


"Instead of looking toward a central point, students lend to centre around splinter groups," he said.


Gerard said he was aware that some people had been deterred from attending meetings of the SRC because they felt it was run by a "small vocal minority.


"Perhaps it's up to them to do battle?" he said.


"But you must have conditions which induce involvement."



Asked if he thought the SRC had actually failed, Gerard said that with only three meetings "it hadn't been given much of a chance to function.


"But the odds against it functioning are probably too stacked and we must have a good and workable system by 1970."


"It has been unsatisfactory in that it was bogged down in procedural matters on two occasions.


"On the third occasion it seemed to sense it hadn't functioned well previously and so it went to the opposite extreme by pushing motions through quickly."


Gerard said that with so many points which could have been made on the issue of the marihuana motion one could have expected some debate.


"That there was no debate is an indictment of every one present.


"But the atmosphere hardly encouraged the sense of inquiry that should be present."



The motion regarding the size of Exec appears to stand a good chance of being passed should the SRC be reconstituted on the grounds proposed by Gerard Curry and Margaret Bryson.


"I would be more inclined to support this if the SRC is changed." Gerard said.


"From an administrative point of view it would mean increased efficiency.


"The policy making process of the sub-committees would be better if the chairman was responsible to the SRC."


Executive would consist of the president, vice-presidents, treasurer, secretary, publications, cultural and sports officers.


These are all included in appendices to the constitution and are responsible for large amounts of finance.


The other portfolios of the present Exec, national, international, accommodation, education, public relations, house and social controllers would all become sub-committees of the SRC with their chairmen elected by and responsible to the SRC.


Gerard said he thought it would be difficult in some cases to decide whether something was policy or administrative.


"The value of the size of the present executive is that there are more points of view available during discussions," he said.


He said that he would not vote for a reduction in the size of Exec if the SRC remained as presently constituted.


"I'm not convinced it could be approaching a very representative state", he said.


"But it would be responsible to an electorate if the amended SRC is passed.



"The trouble with an amorphous, undefined membership as at present is that there is little incentive to carry a workload, so I would favour the retention of the present Exec system in order to carry this workload."


All the issues are important, Gerard said.


"For the long term development of the University and to ensure the quality of decisions taken is high. I would urge everyone to come along," he said.




[image: Pitt Ramsay, special guest artist at the Folk Club's final concert for the year last Friday.]


Pitt Ramsay, special guest artist at the Folk Club's final concert for the year last Friday.
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Work Camps


A national works camp to give aid to the Maori community will be held from 23 November to 6 December at Turangi.


The project, which will be based at the Hirangi Marae, the centre of Maoridom in Turangi, involves the renovating and rebuilding of the dining room as well as fencing off the surrounding areas.


Local Maori Welfare Officers will assist in arranging educational programmes in the district.


An increased emphasis has been placed on students addressing the local schools and speaking to elders.


Students wishing to enrol, in the work camps must return application forms which are available at the general office, to Torben Sorenson at Massey University by 8 October.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Students' Newspaper. Vol. 32, No. 23. September 24, 1969

Appeal Still Pending




Appeal Still Pending




The appeal of a student fined $15 for behaviour "subversive, or tending to be subversive, of discipline", is still pending.


The student was fined by a special disciplinary committee of the Professorial Board on 7 August after an argument with a caretaker.


The caretaker had remonstrated with the student over what he considered to be the excessive speed at which the student had driven on to the campus.


During the exchange which followed the student allegedly insulted the caretaker and that a blow was struck.


When interviewed by 
Salient Professor I. D. Campbell, deputy Vice Chancellor, denied that the charge implied that the caretaker concerned had any disciplinary power. Neither, he said, was the charge imposed merely because of the abusive language used:


"The fine was imposed because the student's action tended to be subversive of discipline, as outlined in the charge," he said.


Professor Campbell said the charge was not brought for the reason that the student had merely argued with the caretaker.


Neither was it brought because of the way in which the student had argued but for "a combination of both."


Professor Campbell said he felt the offence as laid down was "too vague" in its terminology.


He said a sub-committee consisting of Professor W. G. Minn and Mr P. Kyle, had been constituted to report on the rules for disciplining students.


The report will be presented to the Professorial Board on 8 October.


Asked whether the student, who has engaged a lawyer, to contest the appeal, would be awarded costs should the appeal be successful, Professor Campbell said that "as far as he knew" such a step had never been taken.


"The student could, however, make an application for reimbursement to Council," he said.


The appeal tribunal will be drawn from Council. To ensure a fair appeal no member of the Professorial Board will take part.
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$6 Fee Raise Proposed




$6 
Fee Raise Proposed



Student Association fees will be raised 56 to a total of $19 if recommendations from Executive are accepted by the SGM at 7 pm tomorrow night.


Two dollars will go to the general maintenance fund, said the president of the Students' Association, Gerald Curry.


This account which provides funds for he running costs of the Union, ran at a light deficit last year.


"The increase will mean no review will be necessary for about five years," Gerard said.


The other $4 of the increase will go to the capital building fund which will now receive $7 of the total fee.


"It is an arbitrary figure," Gerard said, "but it is very hard to arrive at a precise figure."


Gerard said costs for buildings had risen sharply since the 
Sub was completed in 1958.


"The cost was $560,000 while the present extensions will cost $380,000," he said.


"The extension won't be paid for until 1971."


"We tried to work out the amount of the increase in terms of what facilities would be needed in 10 years time.


"There has been a demand for things like a swimming pool, squash courts, an increase in the size of the Memorial Theatre as well as scope for cultural activities like a pottery room."
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Opinion







Opinion



John Eade



To understand the most complex present situation of the Malaysian Students Association (M.S.A.) and the Malaysian Singapore Students Association (M.S.S.A.) one must return to the very beginnings and with some fear of oversimplifying the facts I put pen to paper.


Before 1963 there were two associations concerned with the old Federation of Malaya, namely the Malayan Students Association and the Borneo Students Association, both of which were ostensibly socially and culturally orientated.


Almost immediately after the formation of Malaysia in 1964 the two associations dissolved by agreement at their respective A.G.M.'s and a new organisation was formed—the Malaysian Students' Association; Singapore then being an integral part of Malaysia was part of the association.


The next year, 1965, saw the separation of Singapore from Malaysia into a separate identity and be resolution of the next AGM of the MSA in 1966 the association changed its name to become the Malaysian Singapore Students Association (M.S.S.A.).


At this stage only minor opposition was voiced to the formation of the M.S.S.A. The feeling of the majority of the students was that the Singaporeans should continue to play their part in the social and cultural activities of students in Wellington.


The M.S.S.A. continued to function over the next few years until 1968 when another move was made to change the status of the M.S.S.A. The dissident voices held that the Malay students wanted an association of their own and that the M.S.S.A. had been unable to get the Malay's to join in the activities, not to mention the administration problems involved of the upkeep of the clubrooms for which the Malaysian Government were supplying funds.


The students involved moved that the association should revert to the original title (the Malaysian Students Association) with the understanding that Singaporean students could continue as associate members.


At an extraordinary general meeting the motion was lost by the small margin of 36-23, only some 60 members turning up. The status quo was thus maintained by due democratic process.


The group of dissident voices then banded together and formed hte Malaysian Students Association in direct opposition to the M.S.S.A. and received official support and recognition from the Malaysian Government as the only official body in Wellington for all the Malaysian students and gave them the exclusive use of its clubrooms. It was thought that the new association would attract the Malaysian students and bring about the eventual dissolution of the M.S.S.A.


The result was that the majority of the Malay students joined the M.S.A. and the majority of the Chinese students joined the M.S.S.A.


Accusation and counter accusation of sabotage was made and personality clashed with personality with the result that a number of Malaysian students refused to belong to either group and those that remained involved became more entrenched and politically astute.


This move has now been countered with a move by the M.S.A. to get the Singaporean students to form their own association which, if successful, would make the M.S.S.A. a sham and force its eventual dissolution.


So were do we go from here? Only time will tell.


The M.S.A., having the official support of the Malaysian Government gets its new members from the Colombo Plan students as well on those on Federal or state scholarships, some of which, when they arrive and find the situation, change their allegiance.


Behind all this is the supposition that their alliance with one or the other organisation will affect the status of their scholarships and/or their position when they return home.


Private students fear pressure from their government to have their visas not renewed as well as repcussions when they return home.


It seems unlikely that the M.S.A. will dissolve because of the official backing it receives and if the Singaporean students separate from the M.S.S.A. that organisation may dissolve.


We have, then, the ridiculous position of having two organisations both of which contend for the same people for support for exactly the same aims, namely the social and cultural development of the Malaysian and Singaporean students in Wellington.
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The Argot-naughts




The Argot-naughts




Once upon a time in a land of many islands far across the might realms of Neptune, a land known to our forefathers as the Land Of The Long White Cloud, there stood on the hills risen to the gods a school of learning called Victoria.


And it came to pass that the literary learned who dwelt there gathered together the papyrus leaves and made strange markings thereon. They whom Jupiter had blessed with silver tongues bound together the marked leaves and named their book 
Argot.


Even as the gnarled peasant in the most humble vineyard desires to sell his wine, not so much for the few drachma that he will receive, but so as men may taste the glories of his fruit; just so the 
Argot literati felt the need to vend their works of art.


Now every year in the self-same land a festival of arts is held at which multiferous heads who might purchase perchance an 
Argot collect. Therefore Simon called Arnold (among other things) bundled up two hundred and forty copies of their magazine and hied himself down to the Railways Department for to send the 
Argot's on a trip far to the south to the jewelled star city of Dunedin where the festival was to be. And Simon called Arnold took another trip to that place.


And he waited for seven days and seven nights for the 
Argot's trip to end, but never did they come down. Each day he spoke to the Railways people thus:


"Wherefore is my suitcase in which the 
Argots trip?"


And they answered him: "Are we your suitcase-keeper?"


To which he had no reply. And he sorely grieved at his failure to vend his 
Argot's.


Oh the quarters of the luminous moon had turned full circle when the jingle of Mercury's bell was heard by the chief of the wise men of 
Argot, David the Responsible (but to whom?). And a civil slave from the Railways quoth: "The trip has ended, and the 
Argot's safe at home."


One question falls from all lips. How will Partly Dave sell, unload or otherwise his extra 240 copies of 
Argot? Only 
Time will tell.
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Letters To The Editor






All Letters Submitted For Publication Must Be Signed With The Writer'S Own Name. No Pseudonyms Will Be Accepted Save In Exceptional Circumstances.






African rift



After reading Niel Wright (
Salient 22) I can only wish that the Great African Rift were as simple as he thinks it is and the Sundanese politics were as straightforward.


I lived in South Sudan from 1962-3 and I find that Niel Wright's outline of Sudanese politics, though appealing in its simplicity, leaves out some important issues. For in the Sudan there is another great rift, namely bewteen Arab and African. Niel Wright knows of course that slavery of Africans by Arabs, though officially ended 80 years ago, still exists. Hence the African distrust of Arab domination in politics (in South Sudan as in Biafra) and hence South Sudan's distrust of federation with the north. But to complicate matters still further, there is a third great rift, this one between Islam and the Pagan and Christian religions.


I watched the enforcement of Islam and of the Arabic language in South Sudan. The reaction by school children all over South Sudan was to go on strike —in 1962, long before the older French students thought of it. Arab soldiers there wielded whips to force the children back, but without success, so the government closed the schools.


Now under the new military rule, the schools are to be reopened, after six years' closure. Major Nimeri is believed to be attempting also to rebuild the South's economy. For whose benefit? For the South has been a colony of the North since 1955, and colonialists are exploiters. Even so. Nimeri's words seem hopeful until one remembers the 1967 government headed by Saddik El Mahdi who, with the Southern representative Mr Deng, planned also to improve conditions in the South. Mr Deng was assassinated under mysterious circumstances and Saddik El Mahdi was done away with by his powerful relatives. What hope for Nimeri?


A correspondent for 

Time who visited South Sudan at the end of last month (August, 1969), says that the Anya Anya national movement has lost its sting. No wonder, when four-fifths of the Southerners have been killed by Arabs since 1962. (Leonard Barnes in 
African Renaissance and personal communication). Pacification of the remaining fifth should be relatively easy.


• 
The writer included with her letter a copy of an article reprinted from Pacific Viewpoint (May 1968) which is available in the 
Salient office if anyone is interested. —Ed.





Pamela Searell.








Malaysia




In 
Salient 22 a certain Mr. Sharifudin alleges that the Malaysian Students Association has never been consulted in any of the matters recently arising both locally and at NZUSA councils concerning Malaysian Students.


May I point out that all matters that have arisen this year and especially those relating to councils have been discussed at International Affairs sub-committee at which the president of the MSA and/or the secretary have been present as representatives of the MSA.


If the president and secretary of the association cannot speak for the group they represent or if there is a singular lack of communication of the outcome of the meeting I cannot say but the blame must lie there and nowhere else.


If Mr. Sharifudin has any complaints on what has been done let him tell me and I will in consultation with my sub-committee take whatever actions seems appropriate.





John Eade,


International Affairs Officer.








David Shand's article in 
Salient 22 on Malaysia must be commended for its highly perceptive content. He has understood us in many ways.


There is one slight technical error in describing Lee Kuan Yeu's party as the People's Progressive Party (PPP). Actually, its the Peoples' Action Party (PAP). The DAP was originally PAP. viz., when Singapore was in Malaysia. But after eviction, it had to change its name owing to legal technicalities.


New Zealanders were quite right in believing that Malaysia was a democracy before the present development. We were a democracy in many senses of the world. Shand's main argument was that (1) there was gerrymandering, (2) there were special privileges for the Malays, (3) the Internal Security Act gives initially absolute power to the government.


Gerrymandering is not uncommon even in the U.S. though not so in New Zealand. The special privileges were supposed to creat a more democratic society and it was agreed that in due course these privileges would go. When there are elements in a society which try to undermine the very basis of that society by soliciting (often successfully) loyally to Mao and "great" China and even preparing for armed revolt, can one help but to contain them?


This is not to say that there is an absence of a "competitive struggle for the peoples' vote". The last election clearly showed a return of a considerable number of opposition leaders.


I for one, would not like to harbour the grim view that "there does not seem to be any middle way for Malaysia". Granted that the degree of polarisation of the races are at the moment acute, still I would like to think that under a "wise" and "benevolent" government a process of integration (not assimilation) would be possible.


The irony of the situation is that we were so close to a workable democracy and yet we lost it through our intolerance (perhaps?)





M. Lim.









As the new president of the Malaysia-Singapore Students' Association. I would like to make the following statement:—


The Committee and I intend to place emphasis on the following three issues during our term in office:


• Welfare: Aiding, supporting and helping our members in their studies or in other personal matters.


• Social: Ensuring that members achieve a balanced medium between studies and social activities.


• Cultural: To promote our culture throughout the community and to encourage closer contact with other students and members of the community.


Our programme will be oriented towards these three factors in which we invite any interested parlies to participate. We would also like to express our best wishes to our readers in their forthcoming examinations.






Pak Yoong, M.Sc.


President, Malaysia-Singapore Students' Association.








In reply to your reply to my comments on your published reaction to events connected with the Malaysian Students' Association (M.S.A.), the Malaysian-Singapore Students' Association (M.S.S.A.) and the Student Action Committee for a Multi-Racial Malaysia (S.A.C.M.R.M.) I should like to make some preliminary points:


•My letter in 
Salient 22 was not intended as either a personal attack on you or or an attack on the way you run your newspaper but a pea that some efforts be made to assess the views of the supporters as well as opponents of the M.S.A. on its formation last year and continued existence. So far we have read many reports of criticism and expression of "concern" not only from certain Malaysian students but also from the New Zealand Students' bodies including V.U.W. S.A. (only last week were M.S.A. members invited to express their views).


• Though I have been secretary of the M.S.A. for the past financial year till 14 September, the views I expressed in my letter were not necessarily official M.S.A. views.


• The tone of the majority of New Zealand's newspapers' articles on recent happenings in Malaysia that I have read have been sensational. I assure you that those who, by their nationality, are involved in these events (some of whom are at this university and elsewhere in this country) find them slightly less entertaining than "Westerns". To these people, and in the face of daunting political, socio-economic, religious, geographic and racial obstacles, the stressing of, and the opportunity of blame for, setbacks are not really very helpful.


And five points in conclusion:


• There was 
No pressure from the Malaysian Government for the formation of the M.S.A. But when a group of Malaysian students, including myself, decided (admittedly belatedly) that when Singapore ceased to be part of Malaysia, that it would be for our country's sake to establish the M.S.A. since it would afford the best means of liaison with our Government. And this would enable Singapore students to form their own association of they so wish. This fitted in with the Malaysian Government's reluctance to subsidise a "Malaysian House" which was shared by students from Singapore whose Government did not share in the subsidy. Furthermore these two governments do not see eye to eye, and for the nationals of these countris to ignore this is to be unreasonably perverse and dissident, especially in view of the need for a strong central control in Malaysia, much less homogeneous and stable than New Zealand.


• Whether the majority of members of the M.S.A. are covertly racialistic is extremely hard to establish objectively. Uniformed generalisations are childish, surely. But overtly, both numerically and vocally, if there was any racial domination of the M.S.A. Committee or recent, well-attended, multiracial general meeting, it was certainly not by Malays.


• The photo you published in 
Salient 20 next to the front page story on the S.A.C.M.R.M. is very striking. As far as I can remember that photograph was not taken during the recent riots. One can only wonder what impression of Malaysia it was intended to concoct.


• Again the formation of M.S.A. was felt necessary last year for, (though it was to be basically a social association, it would help to promote the idea of our national identity and to foster the spirit of co-operation among fellow-Malaysians lacking in the M.S.S.A.


• And finally, in my view, some of these Malaysians who prefer the M.S.S.A. to the M.S.A. are inspired more by a type of anti-patriotism than by any high-minded internationalism.





James G. Entika.










Radicals


I gather from Press reports that the Victoria University Socialist Club (so called) is disseminating misinformation in Wellington on Auckland events, in order to support one of its partners in the Radical Activists Conference political coalition, the Progressive Youth Movement. Demonstrations in Auckland, so far from centering around some alleged general persecution of the left, rather improbably starting with the Progressive Youth Movement (which claims not to be a left-wing group), have been simply directed against individual instances of excessive use of force by police in making arrests at demonstrations. Demonstrations, in other words, have been for civil liberties, rather than in defence of the Progressive Youth Movement.


I gather individual members of the Socialist Club, particularly George Fyson, have made what they have claimed to be attacks on the tactics of the Progressive Youth Movement. Such "attacks" have not prevented Mr. Fyson and his associates from arranging an Easter Conference with this group among others, and he has now gone out of his way to show his solidarity with PYM by organising a demonstration to support it. As he very well knows it is from the publications of this group on the 1968 French Revolution that the Progressive Youth Movement derives its theories that simply by engineering confrontations with the police they can make a revolution Why do Mr. Fyson and his associates in the Socialist Club, not admit that they are taking every step possible to provide theories and organise demonstrations in favour of the only New Zealand political group whose effective political programme consists entirely of provocation of the police?


(P.S.—If police attacks on PYM are a prelude to anything else, it it to an attack on 
Other groups which provoke the police, such as the "Hell's Angels", —O. G.)





Owen Gager. Auckland
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African rift




African rift



After reading Niel Wright (
Salient 22) I can only wish that the Great African Rift were as simple as he thinks it is and the Sundanese politics were as straightforward.


I lived in South Sudan from 1962-3 and I find that Niel Wright's outline of Sudanese politics, though appealing in its simplicity, leaves out some important issues. For in the Sudan there is another great rift, namely bewteen Arab and African. Niel Wright knows of course that slavery of Africans by Arabs, though officially ended 80 years ago, still exists. Hence the African distrust of Arab domination in politics (in South Sudan as in Biafra) and hence South Sudan's distrust of federation with the north. But to complicate matters still further, there is a third great rift, this one between Islam and the Pagan and Christian religions.


I watched the enforcement of Islam and of the Arabic language in South Sudan. The reaction by school children all over South Sudan was to go on strike —in 1962, long before the older French students thought of it. Arab soldiers there wielded whips to force the children back, but without success, so the government closed the schools.


Now under the new military rule, the schools are to be reopened, after six years' closure. Major Nimeri is believed to be attempting also to rebuild the South's economy. For whose benefit? For the South has been a colony of the North since 1955, and colonialists are exploiters. Even so. Nimeri's words seem hopeful until one remembers the 1967 government headed by Saddik El Mahdi who, with the Southern representative Mr Deng, planned also to improve conditions in the South. Mr Deng was assassinated under mysterious circumstances and Saddik El Mahdi was done away with by his powerful relatives. What hope for Nimeri?


A correspondent for 

Time who visited South Sudan at the end of last month (August, 1969), says that the Anya Anya national movement has lost its sting. No wonder, when four-fifths of the Southerners have been killed by Arabs since 1962. (Leonard Barnes in 
African Renaissance and personal communication). Pacification of the remaining fifth should be relatively easy.


• 
The writer included with her letter a copy of an article reprinted from Pacific Viewpoint (May 1968) which is available in the 
Salient office if anyone is interested. —Ed.





Pamela Searell.
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Malaysia




Malaysia




In 
Salient 22 a certain Mr. Sharifudin alleges that the Malaysian Students Association has never been consulted in any of the matters recently arising both locally and at NZUSA councils concerning Malaysian Students.


May I point out that all matters that have arisen this year and especially those relating to councils have been discussed at International Affairs sub-committee at which the president of the MSA and/or the secretary have been present as representatives of the MSA.


If the president and secretary of the association cannot speak for the group they represent or if there is a singular lack of communication of the outcome of the meeting I cannot say but the blame must lie there and nowhere else.


If Mr. Sharifudin has any complaints on what has been done let him tell me and I will in consultation with my sub-committee take whatever actions seems appropriate.





John Eade,


International Affairs Officer.








David Shand's article in 
Salient 22 on Malaysia must be commended for its highly perceptive content. He has understood us in many ways.


There is one slight technical error in describing Lee Kuan Yeu's party as the People's Progressive Party (PPP). Actually, its the Peoples' Action Party (PAP). The DAP was originally PAP. viz., when Singapore was in Malaysia. But after eviction, it had to change its name owing to legal technicalities.


New Zealanders were quite right in believing that Malaysia was a democracy before the present development. We were a democracy in many senses of the world. Shand's main argument was that (1) there was gerrymandering, (2) there were special privileges for the Malays, (3) the Internal Security Act gives initially absolute power to the government.


Gerrymandering is not uncommon even in the U.S. though not so in New Zealand. The special privileges were supposed to creat a more democratic society and it was agreed that in due course these privileges would go. When there are elements in a society which try to undermine the very basis of that society by soliciting (often successfully) loyally to Mao and "great" China and even preparing for armed revolt, can one help but to contain them?


This is not to say that there is an absence of a "competitive struggle for the peoples' vote". The last election clearly showed a return of a considerable number of opposition leaders.


I for one, would not like to harbour the grim view that "there does not seem to be any middle way for Malaysia". Granted that the degree of polarisation of the races are at the moment acute, still I would like to think that under a "wise" and "benevolent" government a process of integration (not assimilation) would be possible.


The irony of the situation is that we were so close to a workable democracy and yet we lost it through our intolerance (perhaps?)





M. Lim.









As the new president of the Malaysia-Singapore Students' Association. I would like to make the following statement:—


The Committee and I intend to place emphasis on the following three issues during our term in office:


• Welfare: Aiding, supporting and helping our members in their studies or in other personal matters.


• Social: Ensuring that members achieve a balanced medium between studies and social activities.


• Cultural: To promote our culture throughout the community and to encourage closer contact with other students and members of the community.


Our programme will be oriented towards these three factors in which we invite any interested parlies to participate. We would also like to express our best wishes to our readers in their forthcoming examinations.






Pak Yoong, M.Sc.


President, Malaysia-Singapore Students' Association.








In reply to your reply to my comments on your published reaction to events connected with the Malaysian Students' Association (M.S.A.), the Malaysian-Singapore Students' Association (M.S.S.A.) and the Student Action Committee for a Multi-Racial Malaysia (S.A.C.M.R.M.) I should like to make some preliminary points:


•My letter in 
Salient 22 was not intended as either a personal attack on you or or an attack on the way you run your newspaper but a pea that some efforts be made to assess the views of the supporters as well as opponents of the M.S.A. on its formation last year and continued existence. So far we have read many reports of criticism and expression of "concern" not only from certain Malaysian students but also from the New Zealand Students' bodies including V.U.W. S.A. (only last week were M.S.A. members invited to express their views).


• Though I have been secretary of the M.S.A. for the past financial year till 14 September, the views I expressed in my letter were not necessarily official M.S.A. views.


• The tone of the majority of New Zealand's newspapers' articles on recent happenings in Malaysia that I have read have been sensational. I assure you that those who, by their nationality, are involved in these events (some of whom are at this university and elsewhere in this country) find them slightly less entertaining than "Westerns". To these people, and in the face of daunting political, socio-economic, religious, geographic and racial obstacles, the stressing of, and the opportunity of blame for, setbacks are not really very helpful.


And five points in conclusion:


• There was 
No pressure from the Malaysian Government for the formation of the M.S.A. But when a group of Malaysian students, including myself, decided (admittedly belatedly) that when Singapore ceased to be part of Malaysia, that it would be for our country's sake to establish the M.S.A. since it would afford the best means of liaison with our Government. And this would enable Singapore students to form their own association of they so wish. This fitted in with the Malaysian Government's reluctance to subsidise a "Malaysian House" which was shared by students from Singapore whose Government did not share in the subsidy. Furthermore these two governments do not see eye to eye, and for the nationals of these countris to ignore this is to be unreasonably perverse and dissident, especially in view of the need for a strong central control in Malaysia, much less homogeneous and stable than New Zealand.


• Whether the majority of members of the M.S.A. are covertly racialistic is extremely hard to establish objectively. Uniformed generalisations are childish, surely. But overtly, both numerically and vocally, if there was any racial domination of the M.S.A. Committee or recent, well-attended, multiracial general meeting, it was certainly not by Malays.


• The photo you published in 
Salient 20 next to the front page story on the S.A.C.M.R.M. is very striking. As far as I can remember that photograph was not taken during the recent riots. One can only wonder what impression of Malaysia it was intended to concoct.


• Again the formation of M.S.A. was felt necessary last year for, (though it was to be basically a social association, it would help to promote the idea of our national identity and to foster the spirit of co-operation among fellow-Malaysians lacking in the M.S.S.A.


• And finally, in my view, some of these Malaysians who prefer the M.S.S.A. to the M.S.A. are inspired more by a type of anti-patriotism than by any high-minded internationalism.





James G. Entika.
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[Letter to Salient regarding Malaysia from John Eade]




In 
Salient 22 a certain Mr. Sharifudin alleges that the Malaysian Students Association has never been consulted in any of the matters recently arising both locally and at NZUSA councils concerning Malaysian Students.


May I point out that all matters that have arisen this year and especially those relating to councils have been discussed at International Affairs sub-committee at which the president of the MSA and/or the secretary have been present as representatives of the MSA.


If the president and secretary of the association cannot speak for the group they represent or if there is a singular lack of communication of the outcome of the meeting I cannot say but the blame must lie there and nowhere else.


If Mr. Sharifudin has any complaints on what has been done let him tell me and I will in consultation with my sub-committee take whatever actions seems appropriate.





John Eade,


International Affairs Officer.
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[Letter to Salient regarding Malaysia from M. Lim]




David Shand's article in 
Salient 22 on Malaysia must be commended for its highly perceptive content. He has understood us in many ways.


There is one slight technical error in describing Lee Kuan Yeu's party as the People's Progressive Party (PPP). Actually, its the Peoples' Action Party (PAP). The DAP was originally PAP. viz., when Singapore was in Malaysia. But after eviction, it had to change its name owing to legal technicalities.


New Zealanders were quite right in believing that Malaysia was a democracy before the present development. We were a democracy in many senses of the world. Shand's main argument was that (1) there was gerrymandering, (2) there were special privileges for the Malays, (3) the Internal Security Act gives initially absolute power to the government.


Gerrymandering is not uncommon even in the U.S. though not so in New Zealand. The special privileges were supposed to creat a more democratic society and it was agreed that in due course these privileges would go. When there are elements in a society which try to undermine the very basis of that society by soliciting (often successfully) loyally to Mao and "great" China and even preparing for armed revolt, can one help but to contain them?


This is not to say that there is an absence of a "competitive struggle for the peoples' vote". The last election clearly showed a return of a considerable number of opposition leaders.


I for one, would not like to harbour the grim view that "there does not seem to be any middle way for Malaysia". Granted that the degree of polarisation of the races are at the moment acute, still I would like to think that under a "wise" and "benevolent" government a process of integration (not assimilation) would be possible.


The irony of the situation is that we were so close to a workable democracy and yet we lost it through our intolerance (perhaps?)





M. Lim.
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[Letter to Salient regarding Malaysia from Pak Yoong]




As the new president of the Malaysia-Singapore Students' Association. I would like to make the following statement:—


The Committee and I intend to place emphasis on the following three issues during our term in office:


• Welfare: Aiding, supporting and helping our members in their studies or in other personal matters.


• Social: Ensuring that members achieve a balanced medium between studies and social activities.


• Cultural: To promote our culture throughout the community and to encourage closer contact with other students and members of the community.


Our programme will be oriented towards these three factors in which we invite any interested parlies to participate. We would also like to express our best wishes to our readers in their forthcoming examinations.






Pak Yoong, M.Sc.


President, Malaysia-Singapore Students' Association.
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[Letter to Salient regarding Malaysia from James G. Entika]




In reply to your reply to my comments on your published reaction to events connected with the Malaysian Students' Association (M.S.A.), the Malaysian-Singapore Students' Association (M.S.S.A.) and the Student Action Committee for a Multi-Racial Malaysia (S.A.C.M.R.M.) I should like to make some preliminary points:


•My letter in 
Salient 22 was not intended as either a personal attack on you or or an attack on the way you run your newspaper but a pea that some efforts be made to assess the views of the supporters as well as opponents of the M.S.A. on its formation last year and continued existence. So far we have read many reports of criticism and expression of "concern" not only from certain Malaysian students but also from the New Zealand Students' bodies including V.U.W. S.A. (only last week were M.S.A. members invited to express their views).


• Though I have been secretary of the M.S.A. for the past financial year till 14 September, the views I expressed in my letter were not necessarily official M.S.A. views.


• The tone of the majority of New Zealand's newspapers' articles on recent happenings in Malaysia that I have read have been sensational. I assure you that those who, by their nationality, are involved in these events (some of whom are at this university and elsewhere in this country) find them slightly less entertaining than "Westerns". To these people, and in the face of daunting political, socio-economic, religious, geographic and racial obstacles, the stressing of, and the opportunity of blame for, setbacks are not really very helpful.


And five points in conclusion:


• There was 
No pressure from the Malaysian Government for the formation of the M.S.A. But when a group of Malaysian students, including myself, decided (admittedly belatedly) that when Singapore ceased to be part of Malaysia, that it would be for our country's sake to establish the M.S.A. since it would afford the best means of liaison with our Government. And this would enable Singapore students to form their own association of they so wish. This fitted in with the Malaysian Government's reluctance to subsidise a "Malaysian House" which was shared by students from Singapore whose Government did not share in the subsidy. Furthermore these two governments do not see eye to eye, and for the nationals of these countris to ignore this is to be unreasonably perverse and dissident, especially in view of the need for a strong central control in Malaysia, much less homogeneous and stable than New Zealand.


• Whether the majority of members of the M.S.A. are covertly racialistic is extremely hard to establish objectively. Uniformed generalisations are childish, surely. But overtly, both numerically and vocally, if there was any racial domination of the M.S.A. Committee or recent, well-attended, multiracial general meeting, it was certainly not by Malays.


• The photo you published in 
Salient 20 next to the front page story on the S.A.C.M.R.M. is very striking. As far as I can remember that photograph was not taken during the recent riots. One can only wonder what impression of Malaysia it was intended to concoct.


• Again the formation of M.S.A. was felt necessary last year for, (though it was to be basically a social association, it would help to promote the idea of our national identity and to foster the spirit of co-operation among fellow-Malaysians lacking in the M.S.S.A.


• And finally, in my view, some of these Malaysians who prefer the M.S.S.A. to the M.S.A. are inspired more by a type of anti-patriotism than by any high-minded internationalism.





James G. Entika.
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Radicals




Radicals


I gather from Press reports that the Victoria University Socialist Club (so called) is disseminating misinformation in Wellington on Auckland events, in order to support one of its partners in the Radical Activists Conference political coalition, the Progressive Youth Movement. Demonstrations in Auckland, so far from centering around some alleged general persecution of the left, rather improbably starting with the Progressive Youth Movement (which claims not to be a left-wing group), have been simply directed against individual instances of excessive use of force by police in making arrests at demonstrations. Demonstrations, in other words, have been for civil liberties, rather than in defence of the Progressive Youth Movement.


I gather individual members of the Socialist Club, particularly George Fyson, have made what they have claimed to be attacks on the tactics of the Progressive Youth Movement. Such "attacks" have not prevented Mr. Fyson and his associates from arranging an Easter Conference with this group among others, and he has now gone out of his way to show his solidarity with PYM by organising a demonstration to support it. As he very well knows it is from the publications of this group on the 1968 French Revolution that the Progressive Youth Movement derives its theories that simply by engineering confrontations with the police they can make a revolution Why do Mr. Fyson and his associates in the Socialist Club, not admit that they are taking every step possible to provide theories and organise demonstrations in favour of the only New Zealand political group whose effective political programme consists entirely of provocation of the police?


(P.S.—If police attacks on PYM are a prelude to anything else, it it to an attack on 
Other groups which provoke the police, such as the "Hell's Angels", —O. G.)





Owen Gager. Auckland
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Staff





Staff


Editor: 
Roger Wilde.


Layout and design: 
Nevil Gibson


Assistants: 
Gren Hamilton, Greg Rowe, Simon Arnold.


Contributors: 
Janet Bogle, Mike Bergin, Les Atkins, George Rosenberg, Roger Lawrence, Roger Brooking, Dave Smith.


Reviews: 
Nevil Gibson (editor), Jan Walker, Michael Heath, Bill Evans.


Centre Page: 
Stephanie du Fresne.


Typist: 
Christine Wren


Photographers: 
Murray Vickers (editor), Peter Craven, Peter McLeod.


Secretary: 
Michelle Denson


Business Manager: 
Brian Thornton


Advertising: 
Bob Dykes (Phone 70-319, 697-450).



An editorial scholarship from Rothmans is made available annually.
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Next Year's Editor







Next Year's Editor




[image: Photo of David Harcourt]



The present co-editor of Argot, David Harcourt (pictured) has been appointed editor of 
Salient for 1970, subject to ratification by Executive.


For the third consecutive year only one application was received.


"Some aspects of 
Salient over the last two years should be re-examined," David said after his appointment.


"News coverage has, in the main, been inadequate."


"Some specific bad features such as the literary pages and the 'Outside Left' column should be eliminated," he said.


"Finally the standard of material generally should be raised.


"Some news reports, feature articles and reviews published in the past have been very badly written."


David said he intended to separate the magazine and news functions of 
Salient to some extent.


"
Salient's contents in 1970 will alternate between a 'feature' issue, dealing with a single topic, and a more general issue which will include reviews, general features and so on," he said.


"Any student who is interested in assisting with the production of 
Salient next year should contact me.


"We will need staff badly."


There were two abstentions from his appointment, Roger Wilde and Bill Logan.
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50 demonstrators picket S. Vietnam Diplomatic Mission




50 demonstrators picket S. Vietnam Diplomatic Mission



Fifty students and workers picketed the DIC Building in Lambton Quay on Friday night demanding the expulsion of the Diplomatic Mission of the Republic of (South) Vietnam from the building.


An open letter to the manager of the store was presented to this effect.


There were no incidents except for an altercation between a serviceman who had served in Vietnam who, it was alleged, spat at and threatened to hit one of the demonstrators.


A guard who was posted on the roof of the building was thought to be guarding a flag of the mission.


The letter to the DIC said the building would be picketed every Friday evening, beginning at 7 p.m., until the mission was kicked out.
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Chemistry Dept. claimed 'inert'




Chemistry Dept. claimed 'inert'



A motion that the Chemistry Department is inert will be moved at the SGM tomorrow by the men's vice-president-elect of the Student Association, Colin Knox.


"Don't print a bloody word about the motion until terms are posted,,' said Mr Knox.


He said that the motion was not directed at the staff of the Chemistry Department which "must surely be one of the most highly qualified and best organised in New Zealand".


Mr Knox said that he was moving the motion because "it was an election promise".


He said it remained to be seen whether he would vote for the motion.


This depended on the arguments raised.


He said that the motion referred to the "inertness" of chemistry students with respect to participation in student affairs. If chemistry students came to the SGM and voted the motion down this would demonstrate a greater interest in student affairs, Mr Knox said.
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Music Course




Music Course


A music preliminary course will be introduced in 1970 for "those students who are a bit shaky on their harmony," said the head of the Music Department. Professor Page.


Stage one classes are to be divided into two groups: one which will do a one-year course suitable for a B.A. and another group for those who wish to take a Music Degree.


In the case of those students proposing to major in music, some sweeping changes are to be introduced.


Such students will study composition from "Adam's first cry to 1970", said Professor Page.


They will not sit examinations in any compositional subjects but will be required to complete regular assignments to a satisfactory standard.


Two new subjects are to be introduced: ancient and oriental music and music education.


Professor Page also pointed out that any student taking any degree may take a music performance course.
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Non-Teacher School




Non-
Teacher School


A fully automated college with students but no teachers has opened in Los Angeles, California.


Students go to school early in the morning, carry full class loads, do homework, take tests, and if they make the grades, eventually graduate, without ever seeing a teacher.


Each student is a class by himself, enrolling at any time, working alone and in silence, competing with no one and setting his own pace of progress.


This is possible because all instruction is programmed on tape. The faculty of the Automated Business College is a library of 420 tapes.


The one person with whom students have any kind of traditional campus relationship is the college's executive director, Jim Scott, who single-handedly runs the school. He establishes the curriculum, plans programs of study, corrects homework, counsels and grades students, and even helps them find jobs after graduation.


Enrolment now is small (15) but with present equipment the college can handle 40 students a day or more.


An average student can complete a standard secretarial or stenographic course in as little as 16 weeks, compared to 40 weeks in most traditional business schools. The clerk-typist course can be completed in as little as 14 weeks.


Taped lectures by experienced teachers are co-ordinated with standard textbooks and workbooks.
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Simple Simon Says





Simple Simon Says



Otaki — Judges notice Bob's Salute (2) . . Spare a nickel for Daimio (3) . . Extra smart Extra Fair (4) . . Full of Pep (5) . . Plenty to boast about Arrogant (6) . . Everyone's friend Fair Ally (7) . . Campus caper Campanile (8).



Auckland — Bright boy Sally's Lad (1) . . Wendy Dee (2) for u-an-me . . Enjoy Frost Report (3) . . Three Jacks (6) to take a trick . . King's Up (2) the trump . . Single Trix (9) the ace card.



Te Aroha — Swing with Dashing Dee (2) . . Extra Special Fair (3) . . We adore Stevedore (4) . . Waiting with Anticipation (5) . . Wairere Lass (6) our girl . . Why Whistle (7), why not? . . Only the best, Supreme Quality (9).
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Classified





Classified




Suit Hire


•




Ralph Wilkins



Corner Manners and Farish Streets




Hazel Harcourt



Bridal Bouquet Specialists



88 Upland Road Kelburn



Phone 759-725



After Hours 758-228 (London Diploma)




H. W. Moss




Ltd.




Wholesale Wine




And Spirit




Merchants 89 Thorndon Quay



Open Saturdays




Downstage Theatre Cafe



Star Boating Club




Jervois Quay



Tonight at 8.15 Dinner: 6.45 p.m.


To mark the Bi-contenial of Cook.



"
Oh Captain Cook"




An Original Musical


Based on the play "An Appendix to the Voyage of Cook" by Jean Giraudoux, translated by Josn Dunmore. Music composed by David Farquhar. Directed by Dick Johnstone.




Hotel St. George The "Seven Seas Bar"




Best In New Zealand


• Nearest to University.


• Modern, comfortable surroundings.


• Cool, bright, fresh beer on tap always.


• Food available from our "Food Bar". 11.45 a.m. to 2.30 p.m.


• Mixed drinking—all fecilities.



Entrees, Cold Buffet,



Vegetables, Hot pies




Sports




The Sports Depot


(Witcombe & Caldwell)


Long-standing connection with University sport. Every one of Vic's 24 sports catered for.




Barry & Sargent Ltd.




Opticians



118 Willis St.- Tel. 45-841




Paul Gill




Suit Hire Service



Suits For All Occasions


•




First Floor Dominion Life Arcade Willis St., Wellington



Phone 42-275




Victuallers




Reginald Collins Ltd.


Wholesale wine and spirit people. Vintners to the Students' Assoiation. Carry stocks of all brands of ale, spirits, table wine (from 55c), sherry in flagons ($1-60) or quart bottles.



Free Delivery—Cellere located at



No. 3 
Ballance Street



(Customhouse Quay end)




Daysh, Renouf & Co.



Members Wellington Stock Exchange



National Mutual Centre



Featherston Street



Tel. 70-169
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Society as a Monster







Society as a Monster



Derek Melser



Ontology: Let us imagine that even' particle in the universe, in general retreat from an original condition of chaos and dissolution, is now attempting to have intercourse as variously as possible with as many other particles as it can (the radical desire) and to sustain each interaction for as lone as possible (the conservative desire). Think of a universe in which every particle is eternally and intensely engaged in interaction with each and every of its fellow particles and is thus continuously realising every aspect of its individual being. Such a universe, where all is harmony and one, is Nature's goal. The primeval chaos we can call a state of 'ontological insecurity' and the ideal future oneness ontological security'; and the interactions of a particle (which constitute temporary defeat of the former and progress towards the later) can be called the 'ontological realisation' of the particle.


We can now conceive the things of Nature, as being islands of conquest in Nature's campaign against ontological insecurity; each individual thing having some relatively stable repertoire of interactions and representing in itself a microcosmic and imperfect approximation to Nature as a whole in its struggle towards ontological security. The autonomy which living things especially have, their relative independence and isolation from their environment, is just a ploy of Nature's—the rationale of an autonomy is essentially 'reculer pour mieux sauter'—and their freedom is only of value insofar as it serves the radical desire (to make a wider range of interactions possible) and the conservative desire (to make some modes of interaction permanent
). The biological process of Evolution can be seen to be a mechanism by which more and more sophisticated and homeostatic autonomies can naturally arise —until finally there is Man. And in Man also we can see (if we turn on him the same metaphysical squint we directed at the universe) the same radical and conservative tendencies away from ontological insecurity towards ontological security. There are many natural barriers to the ontological further-realisation of Man (albeit far fewer than for the nearest higher animals) but there are also many barriers that are man-made.



Limitations of Society: Man evolved with Sufficient gregariousness and intelligence to develop certain cooperative, communal procedures (we can call them 'institutions' and their rough sum 'society') with which to speed his further-realisation, and there is no doubt at all that these institutions and societal organisation in general have done a tremendous job in this direction. As things have turned out however there do exist, to vitiate in small degree the magnificence of the main achievement, certain aspects of society (and by 'society' I mean, if anything, our own twentieth century 'western' society) which do place definite limitations on the further realisation of individual men and women. The chiefs of these may be listed as follows: (1) the often harsh and inefficient ancillary institutions such as prisons, schools, the police and mental hospitals; (2) the demanding working conditions to which many are subjected: (3) the fumes, incessant noise, and the habitational propinquity which urban dwellers suffer; (4) the society-determined mores whcih do nothing to aid or educate, and tar too much to preclude, the expression of those two most potent factors in Man's interaction repertoire—his creative and his sexual urges; and finally, (5) the piecemeal and irrevocable eradication of Nature (in the narrow sense of forests, rivers, bare hills, trees and feral animals). All these consequences of society, although they all have compensations, do limit us (some people more than others) in their various ways.


As well as these external or environmental restrictions there are certain insidious and no less limiting internal or psychological effects of living in society for the individual. These are chiefly: (6) a deep internal sense of bewilderment at having to submit to all the rules (and the starvations, e.g., sexual rationing) which societal living requires; (7) an inurement to interpersonal encounters and relationships that are only pragmatic or economical and which thus reduce and compromise our natural tendency to fuller interhuman meetings—often we must see each other and ourselves as mere means-to-ends or objects and not fellow human beings; (8) a socially expedient tendency to consider our moral problems in clear-cut black and white, or attitudinised' terms; and finally, (9) the individual's dependence for his own world view or 'mythology' on politically sanctioned and socially viable modes of thinking. Like the external limitations, all these internal limitations are inherent in the nature of society and each in its own way restricts the intellect and psychology of its individuals, and prevents their expansion into areas in which they could have mastery.



The larger world of Nature: It goes without saying that basically a society is or should be only concerned with the material pragmatics of human existence and that outside this sphere there are many other areas which could and should be mastered by an individual. We can (all this world in which society is just a part 'the larger world of Nature'. Within this 'Nature' in the broad sense are not only natural objects and live things such as were mentioned earlier, but also such mysteries and phenomena as madness, death, sex, brotherhood, poetry,> music, solitude, the inner natures of other people, beauty, grief, the meaning of life, love, God. And it is mastery in these areas, it is the man who has come to his own understandings of these things and who lives his life by these understandings, that is truly ontologically secure—beside him the man who has spent his life in money and pragmatics is an ontological dwarf, a mere homuncule. The man who is alienated from the human realities of his own existence is a man alienated from himself, a man 'who knows not what nor where it is'. And how fragmentary and unsatisfying are many of our contacts with Nature—we go out fishing or surfing, go to a funeral, make at attempt at love, look at an art book with dull eyes, listen to a pop tune—and come away from the encounter none the 
[
unclear: richer], without having in any real sense interacted or experienced at all.


Although a man may be helped, he must in the last resort face these larger things in his own way, he must 'create his own world' as an artist does, and live in it. He can be helped primarily by being educated in his childhood into the ability to construe things for himself, by being allowed to develop and strengthen the creativity vis a vis Nature that he was born with. He can be confirmed by others in an intellectual and emotional confidence and self-sufficiency which he can later use to cope with the larger realities he encounters. He must be taught to use his imagination. It can be done. And if it is, by proper education or by the individual's own brave efforts, the quality of the individual life, the range and subtlety of its interactions, can be immeasurably increased.


Any society requires a certain communal spirit in its members before it can function, but to support each individual in his larger and more dangerous life task of coming to grips with Nature, a much deeper feeling of communality, of being side by side in Nature, should be abroad in a community. It would require everyone to feel the validity of and sanction in others this attempt at ontological further-realisation at the individual level.



Society as a Monster: Let us now imagine that Society, contrived and instituted by individuals working together for their mutual benefit, does arrogate for itself a life of its own, and becomes itself an autonomous product of Evolution—having interests independent of those of the individuals who fabricated it. A sort of Frankenstein's monster in fact. Let us further imagine this new organism, this monster, feeling ontoíogieally insecure and resorting to the use of two devices to ensure its own continued existence. We could describe the first of these devices thus: Society persuades (by rumour which need never be spoken) its individuals that its institutions are on a par with the autonomies of Nature, are as real and pre-existent in the scheme of things as they are. Thus we explain the sociological phenomenon called 'reification' whereby a child and a man can regard an institution like a church or the law as a God-given fact of his environment, and not as the fabrication of individuals like himself. Such aggrandisement of its own constituents goes hand in hand with Society's playing down the importance of the realities of Nature—thus death is obfuscated by the institution of the Funeral, birth concealed by the Maternity Ward and greeting cards (the woman's husband even is rarely allowed to actually see the event), and the life of Christ is taken over by the Church. So that individuals are systematically fobbed off from the realities behind such institutions, are not 'allowed' to experience them except in the terms of the institution Society offers for the purpose. This complementary process to reification has been called 'mystification'. The other of the two security devices is this perhaps: since its (mystified) individuals need some sanctioned repertoire of activities to sustain their ontological security (to give them something to do, to be) Society carefully sanctions only those activities which minister to its own preservation. It doles out only roles which are useful to it, and there are plenty of people whose ontological indigence (ensured by their education away from Nature and into Society) demands that they accept.
 


 

The two devices (reification-mystification and the rationing of roles to the ontologically hungry) both operate at the subconscious level, where the monster dwells, in the minds of its individuals. The conspiracy of Society is a silent one—communicated tacitly but effectively by gestures; by a frown in the right place, threat of guillotine, an approving smile. And its laws are enforced by its own secret police, our subconscious fears—of being different, of being thought anti-social, of not being approved. Understandably then Society fears the Artist, the person who has come to terms with Nature on his own, because his ontological security is not dependent on the roles Society has to offer. He has put himself in touch with a deeper and more satisfying reality. Society is concerned that such people do not become numerous, since they free to doubt the economic and political mythology which it is essential that the majority believe.



Individuals as Traitors: The operation of the two devices, which secure the continued monstrous existence of Society, is carried out by individuals—by individuals who are in the process betraying the cause of their personal ontological further-realisation. The betrayal is subconcious and so safely out of moral reach, but we can try to understand, if not excuse, the motives of the traitors:


With regard to the first device, reification-mystification, their enemy is boredom. This boredom (which may aspire to Anguish) is simply the felt ontological insecurity of those aspects of themselves which have been frustrated from interaction with the deeper realities of Nature. An institutionalised life, one defined entirely by Society, is basically an utter bore. And having not been equipped with the intellectual and emotional wherewithal to cope with Nature at large, the boredom is tinged with fear. To preserve their feeling of ontological security therefore, these individuals must prevent themselves from feeling this boredom too acutely—even if it means the psychological self-euthanasia of those aspects of their being which would override Society. More often however their escape from boredom, their freedom from the fear of freedom, is achieved not by psychic self-slaughter nor by turning bravely to face Nature how they can, but rather by a distracting plunging back into socially defined activities. Devotion to The Firm, gossip, buying luxury goods and commodities, social climbing, going out to dinner or to cocketail parties; all serve to keep at bay the terrible boredom. Many victims also take a dive into those activities (such as gambling, fornication, drug-taking, petty theft, betrayal of responsibility, alcoholism) which seem to oppose Society (and thus placate the small antipathy to Society that the boredom and the fear give birth to) but which do not in fact, being comfortably controlled and catered for by various tacit and eyebrow-raising, knowingly-winking ancillary conspiracies.


The success of the second device is again quite understandable; the fear of the Artist that is current in Society and the envy which the contemplation of his richer life arouses, marry in the individual to produce this aggressive little subconscious rationale: "If our very existences consist in ministering to Society ..." they think "... the possibility of an alternative, more valid kind of life would make our own appear limited and absurd, would make us feel ontologically insecure in fact, and so any manifestation of this in others, or indeed in ourselves, must be disapproved, ignored, and otherwise disconfirmed."



Education for Social Living: In advancing towards a solution of 'The Problem Of Society and the Individual' we can now breathe normally, desist from fancying Society as a Monster, and begin regarding societal procedures in their true light, as human products or fabrications devised by individuals for their mutual benefit. This is how they should be taught to children. In this way, by introducing children to all the facticity and contingency of institutions, their essentially circumscribed usefulness, and their unprovability, then tendency towards subconscious reification of institutions, towards institutionalisation, should be obviated. The existence of the conventions and procedures could then be justified to the children on the pragmatic and utilitarian grounds on which they certainly can be justified (possibly excepting such institutions as Politics and War) since they are founded on the rock of practical necessity, and the 'ontological security' of 'Society' will then cease to depend on the currency of some subconscious myth as to its God-givenness and immutability. Socialisation can be a rational process, and almost certainly the children will understand it better and more quickly so. I mean that rational socialisation—where the child is led to an intellectual appreciation of the fittingness of a societal rule or procedure, and of the necessity of adhering to it—will be more effective and more lasting, more 'beneficial to society', than the subconscious-myth-instilling variety. For one thing, the truly philanthropic character of Work will become apparent.


If a society is understood in this sophisticated way by its individuals then they will naturally have to look elsewhere for a foundation for their individual ontological security. One cannot, in all metaphysical honesty, subsume one's being to that of a machine which one has contrived to ensure one's continued material welfare. So people must be educated, as I said earlier, into a capacity to come to Nature on their own terms—on their own terms but not necessarily alone. They will then no longer be subject to the ontological involvement in the pragmatics of a society, that deep lack of disinterest, which has in the past ruined the best of both the Individual and Society.


If the community does not or cannot undertake this mature kind of education then it is up to the Individual, his duty to the memory of such as Shakespeare, Jesus Christ, Beethoven, Socrates, to wage creative guerrilla war on his own account, to be his own Artist vis a vis Nature. I don't mean attempt or speculate destruction of established institutions—this only serves to exercise society's harsher ancillaries, and doesn't advance the further-realisation of the Individual at all.
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African Rift?


Richard Padambo


If Niel Wright's article 
"The Great African Rift" was a poetic piece of work, it could have been a masterpiece. Unfortunately poetic pieces have a penchant of not tying up with facts. Reviewing both the Middle East, and Southern African confrontations, I cannot see apart from the fact of fighting, any relationship between the two.


I will first deal with Mr Wright's terminology. All Israelis are not Jews, neither are all Jews Israelis. Secondly. Africans are not Negroes. The term "Negro" exists in the fantasy of the Western mind, created for the specific reason of exploiting black men. Israel, furthermore, is not in Africa. Mr Wright, no doubt, would have found out that, if he had taken the trouble to look at a map before churning out his masterpiece.


Israelis and Africans have a lot in common, more so than either of them have with the Arabs. While Jews were being hounded and finally gassed in Europe. Africans were being lynched and degraded in a European world. The Arabs, on the other hand, were sitting conniving with their European friends.


It is true Southern African freedom fighters accept Communist help where necessary, but they also accept help from non-Communist countries like Sweden and Canada. They cannot by the very fact of accepting help, be said to be turning Communist. The problems of racism cannot be eradicated by Communism or any European ideology, as the Tartar problem has demonstrated in the Soviet Union. We refuse to become the rallying flag of European factions or to be ideogolically straight-jacketed for that matter.


Moreover, Israelis are not the darlings of Western capitalism, as Mr Wright would have us believe. Earlier this year, a gang of Frenchmen surrounded a Jewish shop in Lyons, shouting insults at the propritor—and would have lynched him had the police not intervened in time.


It is suggested Mr Wright devotes his time to the problems of his own community before displaying ignorance on events abroad. For example, how about establishing some meaningful dialogue between non-university and university youth. We would rather be given a free hand to do our own thing. We would appreciate it even more if western thing tried to devote some of their time to relevant problems in their own societies. If by our various efforts we discover a common goal, we will be happy to join hands and go forward together. At the moment, we are not sure we want the same things.
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A Second Letter from Dunedin


for Ivan Snook




The window's uncertain shape gives



some perspective to the darkness



that has enveloped Woodhaugh



as I lie awake listening to



the troubled tumble of the Leith stream.



No man is an island; Shakespeare



of all people should have known better.



But such are the utterances of patronage



and even poets must eat.




Ash collapses in the fireplace, and wind



rises in the chimney; bread turns



to stone. The weirs answer no questions.



It is as if the sea had engulfed



St Kilda and I alone were stranded



at Portobello. Our letters and poems



strain to bridge the straits,



but, drowning, we watch them swept away



as straws on a burning stream



before the eyes of hope.




-P. F. Ireland
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At Papamoa Beach



for Paul Skinner




The scourge that is a kind of voice



forever calling does not leave us



alone for long. But this is easy



to forget lying here on my back



on the hot sand, conscious only



of a glaring blue vista of sky,



as if drowned in a well of sunlight,



or a turquoise gem, imprisoned



at its centre.




Yet as I tilt my head



forward a little I can see Mayor



Island intruding uncertainly



on the horizon, like a jellyfish



searching for a shape that means



stability in the tumble of the



tireless surf.




Somehow unreachable.



I felt your disappointment when



the trip to the Island was put off



because of rain. But, I think it



just as well — it is the accidents



that save us — here watching the



sea lazily plaiting ropes of sand.




–P. F. Ireland












Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Students' Newspaper. Vol. 32, No. 23. September 24, 1969

Poem for Magdalen





Poem for Magdalen



[image: Photos: Jeff Kennedy]

Photos: Jeff Kennedy




[image: Photos: Jeff Kennedy]

Photos: Jeff Kennedy





Where have they taken the man



whose blood and time



ran out the holes in his body



made by the blunt instruments



first fashioned by men



in caves? Do not look here;



hate has a distant precedent.



The man has been taken away,



only the mind is left crucified




In the same quarter as the hill



is the garden where we look



alternately for the teacher



then the fighter, deciding more



often for the latter because



his craft is less invidious.



To destroy means to kill what



is dead and what engenders death.




And so it could go on, each man



to his own calvary. Skulls litter



the desert; perhaps we do look



in the wrong places. Others have



their own business. I ask for



nothing more than this, to see



a god in a gardener's guise.





–P. F. Ireland
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Revolutionaries:



Nevil Gibson



Not even the moguls of Hollywood remain unaffected by the large-scale campus revolt among those who make up over 50 per cent of today's cinema audiences. But cashing in on the Che Guevara martyr cult is probably the extreme in an industry which has hitherto classed material for young audiences into the sex and violence categories finding expression in films ranging from beach bikini bonanzas to finding happiness in a hot rod.


Mind you, the political aspirations of 
Che! (20th Century-Fox) will be shunned by all self-respecting socialists, though few will not gain from seeing it. The style and structure of the film is built around the now-common documentary-fiction type which characterised 
Privilege. From behind-the-credits shots of demonstrations it cuts to Guevara's bullet-ridden corpse, to a Cuban emigre in Miami saying what a good thing it is that he is dead, to a young Cuban schoolteacher in Cuba who praises Che because he is grateful to him for being able to read and to pass that skill on to the younger generation. Thus at the outset two contradictory views of Che are weaved in and out of the overall narrative. Background narration is given by various characters who either knew Che intimately or who came up against him, depending on their positions. We see brief scenes of the two-year struggle in the Sierra Mastra from the near-elimination of the guerilla band which arrived on a Cuban shoreline in the Granma and its gradual growth into a revolutionary army. Throughout this period Che is pictured as an outsider (he was Argentinian) whose obvious talents are recognised and he becomes a commander along with Fidel Castro. But here one of the film's many intrepretative faults intervenes. Che is built up so much that Castro is seen as being in Che's pocket. It was Che who suggests and criticises Castro's ideas, yet when these are finally acted upon Castro gets all the credit. The film is forced, through its shortness, to compress to the point of incomprehensibility in terms of thematic development. Highlights only are chosen and though this is the only way to make a dramatic point, the drama is too heavily emphasised for the sake of effect and superficial impact rather than exploring motives. The 1964 missile crisis is glossed over almost as an excuse to get Che out in the jungle again so that more action can take place. No real depth of political analysis is bothered about, though this is hardly to be expected. But once out in the jungle again things pick up, at least visually. The Bolivian campaign section takes a fairly critical look at what happened, using, I suspect, the severe criticisms Che himself made but did not intend for public knowledge. Thus it is fairly certain that peasants in Bolivia were pretty backward and would not know a revolutionary if they fell over one, but on the other hand the Moscow-oriented Communist Party is painted black because it placed country first and revolution second. The film clearly points out what effect the Moscow sabotage had on Che's forces and the restrictive nationalistic views of the local politics. Bolivia, after all, was chosen primarily not for its inherent revolutionary potential but because it was centrally situated in South America and had the terrain which would suit a mobile guerilla army.


The eventual capture and execution of Che's forces is done with a degree of diplomacy. A Bolivian army officer, with a clear American accent, absolves the CIA at the same time admits that CIA-trained forces make up the vanguard of the anti-guerrilla forces. There is a bit of muttering about studying Che's book on guerilla warfare, but this is a snide and subtle criticism of the Americans' being impressed by working from books. They seem to think that if you read Che's books (or Mao's for that matter) and study them in political science you know all about how peasants are tricked into naughty communist revolutions. Cunning indeed. Che underlines this incomprehensibility gap just before he is shot.


From this brief synopsis it can probably be seen that the faults in 
Che! lie mainly in its brevity and the need to highlight rather than develop a level narrative. It is perhaps notable that other Hollywood epics of revolutionary figures of ancient and modern times (Spartacus, Barrabas, Zapata) were full-length studies. 
Che! is, however, done on the cheap. Many of the same actors repeatedly appear in different guises, and there are few large scale set pieces. It lacks the wide scope and potential given to the blockbusters, concentrating more on the more close and sometimes more sordid aspects. There is nothing of the Russian-type massive lifting of the spirit evident in all the films on the 1917 Revolution where inaccurate millions are involved, creating a surge of reaction in the audience. In other words the Che cult is given lip-service but the emphasis is on personal weakness and by implication those who adulate him. This is of course a more sensible path than corny hagiography, but it also seems to smack of knocking something for the sake of it.
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Susannah York and Beryl Reed in Robert Aldrich's film of "
The Killing Of Sister George'' by Frank Marcus, which begins its Wellington season soon at the Kings.




Technically the direction (by Richard Fleischer of 
Boston Strangler fame), photography and music (Lalo Schifrin) is up to scratch and, surprisingly, the acting is good. Omar Sharif, contrary to impressions from his latest stuff that he is a complete dead loss, is vindicated and Jack Palance is tolerable as Castro. And if only the scriptwriters (Michael Wilson, who ought to know better, and Sy Bartlett) had known better than to include the two most embarrassing sequences (the Russian ambassador-Che-Castro confrontation and the old peasant at the end) it could have been that much better.
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Guerrilla and Dancer


Rumours are afoot that since Kerridge's takeover of Universal in New Zealand, a great backlog of good films is about to stream through Embassy now that 
Funny Girl departs. We have already seen 
What's 'Isname and 
Secret Ceremony pass through town, but that still leaves one of last year'
s top three films. 
Charlie Bubbles, not to mention 
Oedipus the King, Boom, Birds in Peru, Work is a Four Letter Word, The Bofors Gun, Night of the Following Day, Madigan, Heronymus Merkin ..., and 
The Jokers, all from Universal, all as yet un-released in Wellington.


Leading the bunch is 
Isadora (Universal) featuring Vanessa Redgrave in the Karel (
Morgan) Reisz film of the life of Isadora Duncan, which has already done the rounds in the South Island and opens in Wellington on Friday.



Isadora begins with Isadora at the end of her life dictating her memoirs while living in a hotel on the Riviera. Her sight of a young handsome man dressed in leather with a classy Bugatti sports car conjures up vivid memories of her past life. Through these flashbacks the story of Isadora is enigmatically and complicately unfolded. We apparently are seeing Isadora's life as she sees it (structurally sneaking) though the film's telling is decidedly, often brutally, objective. Whether Reisz and his writer Melvyn Bragg, assisted by Clive Exton and Margaret Drabble, intended this hurdle to be surmounted without protest is not clear.


There is no doubt that Isadora Duncan was an extraordinary, and revolutionary, dancer, but it seems that it has been her private life which survived most with her name. In the context of today's dancing forms nothing appears greatly misplaced, though we are assured that the forms Isadora introduced more than wowed them in the twenties. We pick up with Isadora as she moves with her brother and sisters across to Europe for Art and Culture. Here she causes something of a sensation. In Berlin she meets the young designer Cordon Craig (James Fox) with whom she has her first affair. Their first night of love (to put it nicely) is spent in his barely-furnished attic studio. This is intercut with a beautiful geometric dance sequence which idealises all that Isadora belives in. Craig not only awakens her to her sexual feelings but also extends her artistic horizons with the designs he has made specifically for her free-form dancing. But before their child is born Craig leaves for Russia and we don't hear any more of him.


Later in the film one gets used to the idea that people come and disappear with great rapidity and little explanation as to what happened to them. Isadora's next lover is the 'mountainously" rich Paris Singer (Jason Robards) of the sewing machine family. He gives her wealth, which she spends on dancing schools, and security of a kind, but soon his possessiveness and their life of isolation away from the top social circles makes Isadora restless.


Caught up with revolutionary ideas of her time she is drawn toward the happenings in Russia. "Russia, Russia, only Russia! My years in Russia, with all their sufferings, were worth everything in my life taken together," Isadora said about her years there. Invited by the Soviet Government she set up a School for Workers' Children in Moscow which sought to put into practice all her artistic ideals of living and dancing. She believed that body, gesture and movement could express all that was necessary of human emotion and experience. Nothing, especially clothes, should restrict in any way the natural movement of the body.


In Russia Isadora married, contrary to her previously expressed principles, the poet Sergei Essenin (Ivan Tchenko). Her reason was to enable both him and her to go to America to spread the word of the revolution in Russia. But it was this trip which was to bring her the greatest disappointment and disillusionment of her life. Back in Europe they separated. Essenin to return to Russia where he committed suicide and Isadora to the Riviera to live out the rest of her short life.


Reisz and photographer Larry Pizer have created several memorable moments but only sporadically. The films bogs down and seldom lifts, except for the rousing Boston concert in which disaster is mixed with triumph of a sort, and a few set pieces. Too much of the film is elusive. Isadora was close to her children despite her primary allegiance to dancing, but the accidental drowning of the children is told obliquely, almost inconsequentially. Similarly her own death which comes as she is taken for a ride by the young man who appears at the beginning in his Bugatti—the sudden sensational strangling by her long scarf in the wheels of the car—appears contrived.
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As Isadora Vanessa Redgrave is an overwhelming presence but only occasionally inspiring. In one or two scenes she excels, especially when as she is travelling in an open car through a tunnel she has a premonition of death and her face changes dramatically in the one continuous sequence. In some parts her appearance has to be seen to be believed. Isadora, especially at the end of her life, is a tragic figure whose life has been exhausted before middle age. But these unflattering images are not guaranted to make the film a box-office success that 
Funny Girl, a far worse film, has been. Perhaps Reisz and friends have tried too hard, and in vain, to present a significant biography only to find that the scope and length are not suited. But with this said it cannot justify what Universal has done with the film in the States—out from 132 minutes (New Zealand has the full version) down to about 90 and released as 
The Loves of Isadora—have a look at the doctored posters.


Few films are unqualified successes and 
Isadora must rate as a major disappointment. James Fox, Jason Robards and Ivan Tehenko are all excellent, and on recollection the film has many virtues, but somehow when seen nothing sparkles to give it the life that Reisz injected into that great little film 
Morgan.
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Records


I' Faith, 'tis a Blinding Sound



Mike Bergin




Blind Faith (Polydor 583059) Ok, so it's here, the album by Stevie Winwood, Eric Clapton, Ginger Baker, and Rick Grech (who looks unaccountably like the displaced Jack Bruce)—and, yet, it does live up to expectations. Even if Philips have chickened out on the cover here it really is the music that matters, and this music is very good. Comparisons with Blind Faith's ancestral groups may be odious, but I did listen to a friend's collection of Cream albums before I picked up this LP later in the day. The sound is perhaps lighter and tighter, the bass work not so dominant as in the previous line-up. I like it better, With Winwood's vocals on every track, and his keyboard work as well, the Traffic influence is marked (that group is worth another listen, too). The set takes off with two Winwood penned numbers and Stevie's soaring strangled voice sails in and out of the pounding, together instruments. Then into the rock-tock Buddy Holly number of other years, "Well All Right", which gets the modern heavy treatment. The religious implications of the group's handle are fulfilled in Clapton's "Presence of the Lord", which closes Side 1. It is one more example of the search for the spirit which now seems to characterise the rock generation. The song moves on from Billy Preston's "That's the Way Cod Planned It" with which it has some personnel in common. The second verse ends on the minor key and goes into a frantic guitar break that would surely blow their minds if played in chapel or church. "Sea of Joy" opens t'other side. The most obvious feature is the distinctive contribution of Rick Grech on electric violin— it works, too. Now we meet Son of Toad, another Ginger Baker tour de force where everyone has a chance to bang out a solo. It occupies two-thirds of the side and this time it's called "Do What You Like". The message is:




'Do right use your head



everybody must be fed



get together break your bread



yes together that's what I said



do what you like'


and these verses enclose some great solo work. Winwood is first off, on the upper register of an organ-like instrument, which shoots into the whining, tearing guitar of Clapton and then the milder bass work of Grech. It's great to sit in the sun and go to sleep midway through this number, when suddenly Baker explodes among his incredible array of percussion. The vocal is repeated and the album closes with the noise of the studio falling apart. I fell apart too.




The Best Of Nina Simone (PHS 600-298). This album offers ten special numbers taken from the catalogue of one of Nina's earlier labels, 45 minutes of peculiar beauty and musicianship, of the beautiful bitterness of the lady's low-register voice. The songs are "I Loves You, Porgy", "Mississippi Goddam", "Sinnerman". "See-line Woman", "I Put a Spell On You", "Break Down and Let It All Out", "Four Women", "Wild Is the Wind", "Pirate Jennv", and "Don't Let Me Be Misunderstood". All are meaningfully interpreted. If this sounds like another blurb, too bad— she's worth it. Miss Simone is not polite. She is strong enough not to need it. The ten minute workout on "Sinnerman" features the incessant chanting of 'power, power' for half its length. The tense instrumental break is based on the native African rhythms with cool counterpoint clapping. There is no gospel escape here but an insistent demand for involvement in life. She is the prefigurement of Black Power. Nina uses the ghostly dark pirate ship of Kurt Weil and Bertolt Brecht's 
Threepenny Opera as another symbol of the revolution, in a searing 'in concert' performance. Her tale of the unfortunate "Four Women" is frank and allusive. There is no mention on the disc of Miss Simone's various backing muzo's though Nina does play her own bluesy piano. She uses it to sweeping effect on the old movie theme "Wild Is the Wind". There is a touch of Jethro Tulls to the opening flutes of "See-Line Woman", but it is Nina's powerful styling on each song that really makes this album.




Leonard Cohen—Songs From A Room (CBS-SBP473667). His earlier "Suzanne", breathed in French by Francoise Hardy is the ultimate experience. Leonard Cohen has a 'body' thing going for him. Here he sets the sensual imagery of his poems to music for another album-full of songs. They are love songs and death songs, with gentle string backings to his guitar in the melaneholoy Nashville Dylan bag "I Threw It All Away", for instance. He shares his record label and his record producer (Bob Johnston) with Dylan and he even manages to look a little like the revered Robert. Still, there is room for both, even if Cohen's performances have not escaped a certain sameyness. He gives an expressive rendering to the biblical "Story of Isaac", with a topical sting in the tale. This is echoed on too t'other side in "The Butcher". Cohen also conveys the ambiguity of "The Partisan", penned by Anna Marly—Hy Zaret.




Johnny Winter (CBS-SPB473664) We wouldn't even mention the cover portrait of this guitarist, or mention the fact that Johnny is an albino, or ask the inevitable question 'Can a white man sing the blues?, but what else can I say that is irrelevant to the music inside. You sec. I hate to put down a record that someone might enjoy, and they're raving about Johnny overseas. But I tried this blues with my breakfast and it gave me indigestion. Winter's screeching voice turns me off. The liner notes get all choked up about the fact that 'Johnny feels the blues is emotional, rather than technical, even emotional rather than musical.' I don't know. His guitar playing is excellent, especially on "Be Careful With a Fool". But I still don't like him. And anyway, how did Willie Dixon get mixed up in this. Winter has an earlier recorded album, 
The Progressive Blues Experiment, out here quite soon. Jes be warned.
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blind faith: 

Sweet Innocence" — the one they wouldn't print.






The Original American Folk Blues Festival (Polydor International 109012). Ah, now I'm reconverted. If this is the real thing, this is good. It was recorded in Hamburg in 1962 on the European tour of American bluesmen with such formidable names as Memphis Slim, T-Bone Walker, Willie Dixon, Jump Jackson, Sonny Tern, Brownie McGhee, John Lee Hooker and Shakey Jake. Track one opens with "We're gonna rock, we're gonna roll," and they do, with a slow rolling sound, dominated by the piano of Slim and Walker. The vocals are shared round while Jackson and Dixon, on drums and bass respectively, lay down the rhythm for each song. These songs line up in a fanciful way: "Hey Baby", "I Wanna See My Baby", "Love My Baby", "Shake It Baby". "Let's Make It Baby", "I'm Crazy 'Bout You Baby", "Bye, Bye Baby". A gas. There's no screeching, just expressive singing. The copious liner notes in the fold-out sleeve are historical and erudite but very interesting. Someone else describes the actual spirit at the studio session and concludes with the lines:




'It was a night, take it for all in all,



I shall not look upon its like again.'



Hamlet had the Blues, man. Too much! The first European Tour was so successful they organised a second and recorded that, too. This is also being released, so watch for it.




Underground Double Album (Polydor 184190/1). Here is a sampler of acts in the Polydor International stable, a somewhat disjointed album, as such samplers usually are. But it does feature top-line groups: Julie Driscoll, Brian Auger and the Trinity, The Crazy World of Arthur Brown, (Side 1), Cream, Jimi Hendrix Experience (Side 2), The Velvet Underground (Side 3), Mothers of Invention (Side 4). The first two sides, of English origin, are the best, and it is perhaps unfortunate that the LPs are not available separately. The Velvet Underground, part of Andy Warhol's environmental Exploding Plastic Inevitable, need the movies and lights for full effect. Still, you can blast your speakers with the throbbing volume of "I'm Waiting for the Man". Frank Zappa, Mother Superior of the Mothers of Invention, I have always found rather pretentious. He recently confronted the students of the London School of Economics for a lecture which was later described as an "embarrassment spectacular, an explosion of non-communication". His statement that 'I'm in favour of being comfortable. I'm not hot on demonstrations' was ill received by the prodemos, who compared him with Bob Hope. His music is clever, intellectual, and supposedly satirical but has little body response. Devastating titles like "Plastic People .


Record One carries the classic Julie Driscoll/Brian Auger version of Donovan's "Season of the Witch". Also, the Crazy World of Arthur Brown (whatever happened to him/them?) doing the fire thing. Arthur manages to say 'Oh, it's so hot in here' just like Tiny Tim. Side 2 is the stand-out, with Cream on "Politician" and "Passing the Time", where a dying fairground organ and poignant strings make for pleasant surprise. The side also features Jimi Hendrix crooning 'If the hippies cut off their hair, I don't care' and displaying his prowess on electronic stereo guitar in three numbers which rumble into the floor. Good stuff.


* * *


All the Lovin' Spoonful albums featuring John Sebastian, one of the best songwriters of the sixties, have been deleted from the Pye catalogue. They are 
Do You Believe In Magic, Daydream, Hums of the Lovin' Spoonful, and 
Everything Playing. There are still some copies of these LPs, available now for about $2, in the local record stores.




Broadcasting


Who's jealous of the festival-goers at Woodstock and the Isle of Wight. The insular Kiwi is restricted to listening to recordings of these musical happenings. And to hear any such records he is largely at the mercy of local radio. But what does he get? Such inspired shows as 'Top of the Pops From London' and 'Big Beat Ball' offer what little airtime is available to any rock material outside the Top Sixty. The deadening repetition of this set list has been thinly disguised in the newly named 'Frontline', 'Nightride', and 'Groovin'', with the very occasional album track thrown in. But it is the album that contains almost all the worthwhile material being produced in rock today: when do we get to hear these? And when do we get to hear the classic singles of the past decade? The local stations do manage generously to scrape together a whole hour per week for Folk and a whole hour per week for Blues. Thursday nights on 2ZB offer some little ray of hope with the 'Hi There' format, but even this is rapidly disintegrating. Come back Nick Price, come back Craig Pollock (versatile man that, taking his bass voice on tour with Carmen). Midge Marsden, where are you?
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There's Stuart MacPherson, of course— where is he? Stuart seems to be suffering a severe case of Paddy O'Donellism. His specialty lately has been Beatle-baiting— you know, aren't they naughty boys being busted for drugs (about two years alter they kicked the narcotic habit), isn't McCartney a naughty boy becoming a father only six months after legal marriage: "Dot and I are proud to announce the arrival of our first-born, and we've been married three years". Such arrant twittery is supposed to stun the moral conscience of the Capital. It is a pity that attempts to enliven a musical show wih topical comment so quickly degenerate into pompous moralising. We all enjoy a six week break at the moment.



 

The subtle balance between dull cliche-clotted fab-talk and the ego expanding personality push is hard one to strike. We can do without the ingratiating jingles puffing a single announcer for a start. An informed interest in the music being played is a first essential for any DJ. Too many locals make the small but significant mistake of speaking of this group or that as him' or 'he'. The right name for the artist being featured is the least we can expect.


For some time David Mahoney has been a favourite announcer. I sent him a toothbrush once with which to clean the steps of Broadcasting House. But he does have a line in goon talk and little giggles, sending himself and the system up, which is continually appealing.


On the other hand, Morris The Thing King is a dear. So think Lila, Arthur of Nae-nae (of fond memory), Conn, Gwynne, Marjorie and a host of other ageing house-wives. Some of them are young, though, and for them Morris is a father figure who can be depended on for a Wise word about the weather on his way to work this morning. Morris antagonised rockers a long way back by objecting to his callers asking for certain groups: "It's not that sort of show, you know, you've just had three hours". But they didn't play anything I liked then, either. It was a real blow when the Seekers broke up; however they're still fondly preserved in at least one piece of black plastic among the programme dept's vast stock. Yet, these 'ring-in shows do have a recognised therapeutic effect on the city's lonely-hearts, and we wont scoff at that.


One can always (after 5 pm, that is) turn to 2YC, where the music is good and the announcers are irrelevant. They contrive to be as drily impersonal towards one as it is possible they might be. I have actually been enjoying Wagner's 
Der Ring on this station, on alternate nights for the past fortnight. No options, you see.
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Wagner's Dark Horse Opera




Wagner's Dark Horse Opera



Ron Pretty



The third opera in the 
Ring and what could almost be described as the dark horse of Wagner opera, is 
Siegfried. It differs from the other Ring operas, and indeed all the rest of Wagner's operas in that the music, and cast, is almost entirely masculine. The brass instruments have a field day, with most of the meaty music, while the strings are there manily to provide the background music and filler. Naturally Wagner realised the potentially boring nature of four hours of such music, and it is broken into readily digestible fragments by the most beautifully light and airy interludes, such as "forest murmurs".



Siegfried is a long opera to listen to, yet when it is over and the last notes of the fantastic love duet with which it finishes have died away, one sits dumbfounded in silence, and the first thing one thinks of, is how so much could possibly have been fitted into a mere four hours, and yet not sound hurried.


The cast of 
Siegfried shows just how much care Decca took to ensure that this first recording of 
Siegfried would be the best possible in this generation of artists at least.


Wolfgang Windgassen appears in the title role. Windgassen is acknowledged as the greatest Siegfried of post war Wagner, and here, because there are no long tiring performances that required him to conserve his voice, and because of a lifelong ambition of Windgassen's to record his Siegfried, this recording is regarded as possibly his greatest performance, and the same for the other singers.


Hans Hotter as Wotan, Birgit Nilsson as Brunnhilde, Gustav Neidlinger as Alberich all world famous in these roles and regarded as the foremost in them. Gerhard Stolze as Mime, and perhaps the most surprising bit of casting of all, Joan Sutherland as the Woodbird, a part she hasn't sung since she was an unknown. Marga Hoffgen sings Erda, a part that was to have been sung by Kirsten Flagstad, who was prevented by her illness (she died of cancer on the same day that 
Siegfried was finished).


The cycle continues with George Solti, conducting the Vienna Philharmonic.


As I said above quite a lot happens in 
Siegfried and it's rather hard to precis the synopsis to a short yet succinct form. Nevertheless, I shall attempt the immence task of keeping it short, and yet interesting.




Act 1: In a deep forest Mime, the nibelung brother of Alberich, has a cave, here for twenty years he has been rearing Siegfried, for the purpose of regaining the ring. The scene opens with Mime at his forge. Siegfried enters chasing a bear, which he promptly sets upon Mime. Mime has a full time occupation forging swords for Siegfried, which Siegfried promptly smashes on the anvil the moment he gets home. When Mime assures Siegfried that the latest sword is ready. Siegfried throws out the bear, and taking up the sword he smashes it. Now Siegfried has long hated Mime but wishes to learn more about his parents, (he doesn't believe Mime's story about the revolting little dwarf being Siegried's mother and father). Finally he gets the true story by the ready standby method of throttling Mime. The truth is that the pregnant Sieglinde had come to Mime's cave in a thunderstorm and there had given birth to Siegfried, then giving Mime the fagments of a sword she had perished of pain and fatigue. Of Siegfried's father Mime knew nothing. Siegfried bounds out onto the forest joyously after ordering Mime to restore the sword, but Mime is unable to repair it.


Then there comes to the cave an old man Wotan in his disguise as the Wanderer. He informs Mime that He who is without fear will regain the ring and forge the sword, this self same fellow will kill Mime. Which rather upsets the poor blighted mannikin. For among the many things that he has been unable to teach Siegfried (such as love for Mime) is the emotion of fear. This he intends to correct and a plan evolves in his evil mind, this we will see later.


Siegfried returns and demands the sword, which of course Mime has not been able to forge. So Siegfried forges it, throughout which scene we hear the magnificently rich Forging Song. As a climax to the song, and act Siegfried cleaves the anvil in half with the repaired sword crying out its name "
Nothung Nothung Neid-Liches Schwert". With a fearful crash of rending metal and absolute chaos in the orchestra Act I comes to its end.




Act 2: begins outside a cave deep in that same forest. We can tell by the motive played on a huge bass drum and trombones that this is Fafner's caver, but Fafner by means of the magic tarnhelm has turned himself into a dragon. Alberich is keeping watch, futility hoping to regain his ring. Wotan appears and Alberich recognising him accuses him of interfering once again, This Wotan has no intentions of doing, and he even offers to ask Fafner to give the ring to Alberich, which Fafner of course refuses to do. Wotan leaves and Alberich hides as Siegfried and Mime enter. Mime's scheme is to have Siegfried slay the dragon, and then poison Siegfried, thus gaining the ring for himself. He goes away, to prepare a poisonous broth, leaving Siegfried alone in the forest (here begin the Forest Murmurs). Siegfried hears a little woodbird and tries to imitate its call on a reed but he grows impatient, and flinging away the instrument he blows a lusty call on his hunting horn. Fafner awakes and comes out of his cave to do battle. He is, of course, killed by our hero, and Siegfried, scalded on the hand by Fafner boiling blood, puts his hand to his mouth, and in a trice he can understand the woodbird, it tells him of the treasure to be had inside the cave, and he goes in to see his booty. Mine hurries forward from hiding to get the ring, but is prevented by Alberich. They waste time arguing, until the noise of the re-emerging Siegfried causes Alberich to hide. Mime is confident, his plan is going well, but he has reckoned without the woodbird, which warns Siegfried of his treachery, and the dragons blood, which enables Siegfried to hear Mime's innermost thoughts. Thus we get a passage of conflicting statements by Mime, what he says, and what he really means. This reaches its climax when Siegfried fulfills Wotan's prophecy, and cuts Mimes head off. Alberichs laugh echoes through the forest glades. The woodbird tells Siegfried of a beautiful Warrior maiden, on a hilltop, surrounded by fire, and this talk, of new adventurers, stirs Siegfried's blood, and the act ends with Siegfried following the woodbird.




Act 3: opens with a scene gloomy and pessimistic, Wotan has sought the advice of Erda, the earth goddess, who knows all, so to speak, but she cannot help him, as there is only one way out of his dilemma, and he has already decided to take it. He announces that Siegfried is to be his heir, and he only awaits the destruction of the gods, and ' Walhalla (which caused the whole mess). But before he retires to Walhalla, he takes himself, and his spear, and accosts Siegfried at the foot of Brunnhilde's mountain. Siegfried is impatient, and after insulting Wotan, he strikes the spear with his sword, the spear shatters, and Wotan, gathering the pieces, vanishes. Siegfried reaches the top of the mountain, and passes through the flames fearlessly. (Mime's plan didn't completely work.) There he finds a warrior, whom he thinks is unconscious, but upon removing the breastplace, and percieving the full bosoms of the sleeping Valkyrie he gasps out "Das ist kein mann" (that is no man!), and he resorts to that time honoured manner of awakening her, that is to say he kisses her. She awakens and in the following scene they declare their love for each other and as in 
Walkure Act 1 Wagner cuts his curtain a wee bit fine.


That is 
Siegfried on Decca Set 242-6, 
Ring 9-13 OS 25771-6 (London). The playing time is 237 mins. 25 secs, not counting for record breaks.



Wagner News On Records: This year seems to be a fantastic year for recorded Wagner operas available complete on stereo discs are—
Das Rheingold (Decca (N.Z. pressing), D.G.G. (N.Z. pressing))°; 
Die Walkure (Decca°, D.G.G. (N.Z. pressing)) ;
Siegfried (Decca°); Die 
Gotterdammerung (Decca°); 
Flying 
Dutchman (H.M.V.); 
Tristan and Isolde (Decca (N.Z. pressing to be released in Oct.).


Highlights records include: 
Die Gotterdammerung (Decca); 
Die Walkure (Decca); 
Tristan (D.G.G.); 
Flying Dutchman (Heliodor).


This Heliodor disc is an excellent introduction to Wagner opera, at $2.50-75 depending where you buy it. It is an excellent record full of excitement and superb music, and the price is such that, if you find that you have not taste for Wagner, (i.e. you have no taste), then you won't have incurred any great expense. Members of World Record Club also have access to the H.M.V. Lohengrin complete which is on the catalogue for release next March.


• Part of complete 
Der Ring Des Nibelung (English pressing).
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Now is as good a time as any to tell you all why 
Salient 20 was so late. We uncovered a major scoop about Captain Polk, the supposed US Navy man who came to New Zealand in April to tell us all about Omega. He was actually a Commo spy who received his instructions from the Nairn Street grot (it disintegrated 18 seconds after he pulled the chain). The instructions were to tell everybody the decision on Omega was going to be announced on 7 May. This the Corns reasoned would severely embarrass the Govt because they weren't going to make any decision at all. Har Har.


But as there is so many lefty papers in the country, the only ones to see through his game were the fascists who are understandably trying to preserve the Govt's cool. Like the PV and Outside Left.


* * *


I've always wondered what it was like for those sorts inhabiting death cells. Waiting to die. Now I know. Because after 8 October I'll be as good as dead. David Harcourt doesn't like this column he says, in fact it is a "specifically bad feature". A recent change of attitude that. Wonder if it has anything to do with the lashes administered to him by this column on the odd occasions this year.


* * *


Fascinating experience the other night when I visited the House of Curry. Had a good look around of course and was interested to find a locked door with strange sounds emanating therefrom.


Could I go in? No I was told, Our President was busy with Affairs of State. So I peeked through the keyhole. There was Gerard's 
Other flatmate being flayed by the master himself and screaming, "But I don't want Cultural Affairs".


* * *


Most interesting thing about the Argot business (see Tums on two) was the pride exhibited by the Railway Servants when asked how a 56-pound suitcase could possibly be lost.


"That's nothing", one declared. "Why, we've lost entire trains in our time". Just as well the bigger, brighter and better Transport Ministry doesn't assume responsibility for things like ships.


* * *
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Sport with 
Ian Stockwell




Victoria fifth in 10-mile road champs





A depleted Victoria harrier contingent did well to finish fifth in the teams' section in the Wellington Centre annual 10-mile road championships.


The team consisted of Roger Clark (recently returned from New York), Jim Callaghan, Philip Burgess, Ian Stockwell, Murray Pinkham, Ian Hunt, Tony Woolhouse and Martin Fisher.


First in for Victoria was Ian Hunt (18). 56min .03sec, followed by Ian Stockwell (23) 57min 24s. Martin Fisher (36) 58min 34s. Murray Pinkham (40) 59min 45s and Jim Callaghan (52) 61min 24s.







Takahe-Akaroa Relay


This 48 mile relay event is open to all clubs in NZ every four years and is the premier road relay when this does occur.


Victoria's eight-man team comprised Peter Simpson, Peter Konig, Ian Stockwell, Tim Beaglehole, Bryan Dawkins, Murray Pinkham, Steve Havill and Tony Burge.


Victoria's overall placing of 29 out of the 72 teams competing was a creditable performance considering that the team was not Vic's number one squad.


Tim Dravitzki, a fifth year Commerce student, and a member of the renowned New Plymouth harrier family, won the Vic Harrier Club's annual handicap race for the Endeavour Cup.


This race which is between 6½ to 7 miles long, starts in Kelburn Parade opposite the Robert Stout building and from there the course is up Glasgow Street to Upland Road, along Upland Road, across the viaduct to Northland Road, up Northland Road through the Northland shopping centre to Orangi-Kaupapa Road.


From here the course is over Tinakori Hill to Wadestown Road, along Wadestown Road, Wilton Road, Curtis Street, up Old Karori Road, down Chaytor Street, through the Northland tunnel down Northland Road, along Upland Road, Glasgow Street to finish opposite the Robert Stout Building on Kelburn Parade.


Tim Dravitzki, running off 6m, soon caught the limit men John Riseborough and Connor McBride running off 20 m.


However, he had his hands full in catching Philip Burgess and did not succeed in doing so until ¼ of a mile from the finish.


Peter Konig passed Philip further along Upland Road to beat him home for second place by two seconds.







Record Broken


Running off scratch Ian Stockwell with a time for the race of 45m 47s, sliced 7s off George Seconi's record for the race which stood at 45m 54s. This record had been established in 1965, with the previous record being established in 1954 by Dr. J. C Hawke (46m flat).


Second fastest time was recorded by one of Vic's juniors Eric Cairns (47m 56s) and third fastest time was Tony Burge (48m 13s).


Third senior home was Ian Hunt in 48m 54s.


Others to break the 59 minute barrier were Peter Simpson (49m 10s), Tony Woolhouse (49m 23s). Murray Pinkham (49m 27s), Tim Dravitzki (49m 46s) and Steve Havill (49m 47s).


Martyn Fisher and Len Watson would undoubtedly have broken 48m if they had not cut out the Old Karori Road, Chaytor Street part of the course and subsequently been disqualified.







Wellington To Masterton Relay


The Vic Harrier Club disappointed with its performance in the annual Wellington Mas-terton Relay (62.4 miles) which the Wellington Harrier Club won for the first time in its history.


Some 23 teams (230 runners) took part in this event.


The relay race itself lacked "atmosphere" this year with the absence of the powerful Auckland clubs — Auckland University. Owairaka, Onehunga and Lynndale.


The Wellington Masterton Relay consists of 10 laps of varying distance as follows: from Wellington to Petone (6.9 miles), Petone to Taita (6.6 miles). Taita to Upper Hutt (7.0 miles). Upper Hutt to Te Marua (4.1 miles), Te Marua to Kaitoke (4.9 miles), Kaitoke to the Summit (3.9 miles), Summit to Featherston (6.6 miles), Featherston to Greytown (7.8 miles). Greytown to Clairville (6.9 miles), Clairville to Masterton (7.7 miles).


The Vic runners in the order they ran the laps, with times and with last year's times in brackets were as follows: Ian Stockwell 38m 3s (37m 26s). Jim Callaghan 40m 42s (35m 42s). Murray Pinkham (39m 40s (40m 43s), Steve Havill 24m 26s (21m 51s). Bryan Dawkins 30m 33s (30m 45s), Tim Dravitzki 26m 51s (25m 8s). Tony Woolhouse 34m 11s (33m 4s), Martyn Fisher 42m 32s (43m 21s). Tony Burge 40m 12s (38m 1s), Ian Hunt 43m 58s (43m 11s).


While Victoria's placing (11th) in the race out of 23 teams was the same as last year, the time (6h 1m 28s) was considerably slower than that for 1968. (5h 49m 22s).


In fact the total time for 1969 was the slowest Vic has recorded since 1964.








Duffer's Dinner


The Blues have been awarded and the athletic giants of 1969 have retired momentarily to exercise the cerebellum in a home run effort for finals.


The tumult and the shouting has died, the grandstands are empty but strangely that green and yellow building just past the Rankin Brown echoes to the thud of heavy feet.


There are still people around the campus who choose to mix activity with academic performance who feel better because they leap around a bit and who still seem to pass finals. But what about the 70 per cent. of the university who do not take any form of physical exercise?


Not long ago a prominent member of the university suggested that as well as a Blues Dinner, there should be an annual Duffer's Dinner. This function would cater for that large group of us who are always the also rans, the never rans or the cannot runs.


At a duffer's dinner, plum duff would be served of course and "greens" would be awarded for athletic anonymity. The coveted pond-scrum "green", for consistent failure to land on the trampoline after bouncing up, or for failure to strike the shuttle after 3924 attempts, would be awarded after lengthy deliberations by the "Greens" Panel. Naturally there would be grades of "Green" for different levels on non-skill; for example green at the gills, green awarded to drop-out at the drinking horn; sea-figreen for consistent failure to return to the surface in swimming classes and vegetable green, snooker green, grey-green and blue-green, all come to mind.


If you feel fat, haggard, tired, apathetic or decidedly lethargic, visit the gymnasium and consult the staff about "greens". Join a class and agitate the cardiac muscle before it is too late. Give your heart a bonus and treat it to some exercise.


If you are one of those people who cannot jump out of the way of your own shadow, need a step-ladder to climb over a box horse or cannot run out of sight in a week you will be a strong contender for the Duffer's Dinner.


The Physical Welfare staff reserves the right to nominate duffers from their numerous classes for beginners which are still being conducted in the gymnasium) and they also ask that they be allowed to undertake the formidable task of administering large quantities of vigorous refreshment and enjoyment to recumbent or somnolent forms.


They can do this in various ways which all lead to happiness! It is interesting to note that there is a growing body of opinion which claims that happiness is relaxing after a vigorous game (won of course).


If your problem is soggy headedness, induced by excessive inactivity, join a refreshment class at the gymnasium and delay the inevitable onset of fatigue. Refresh the brain with increased supplies of oxygenated blood and return to the library feeling better and able to work for longer periods. Vigorous exercise can be as refreshing as a cool beer and incidentally, that cool beer tastes best after vigorous exercise.


So change the scene and change the mood by coming to the Gymnasium. The staff there are prone to offering free unsolicited advise but they also offer free beginners classes in trampolining, golf, badminton, dance, and fitness and you can still participate in intramural games at lunchtimes. No cool beer to follow, only iced orange and maybe some plum duff.






Sportsman of Year: 


Kember Does It Again



Vic law student Gerald Kember, who has previously won the trophy in 1967, won it again this year from a field of notable Vic sporting personalities—Ollie Gilbert (rowing), Phil Rear (athletics). Rod Barltrop (golf) and George Stratigopoulous (fencing).


Kember has an outstanding sports record being a Vic blue in rugby since 1964, a cricket blue for several years, and an NZU blue in both sports. He was also in the All Black team which toured the British Isles in 1967 and was this year a reserve for the test against the Welsh.


About 130 Vic sports representatives and friends were treated to an entertaining night last Saturday at the Blues Dinner.


Archie Sievwright, the oldest surviving Vic blue, who gained his blue for the mile walk in 1914 and was awarded it in 1915, presented the blues certificates to the 54 odd Vic sportsmen and sportswomen who had been awarded blues.


The guest speaker was Major Bill Dyson of the Rothman's Sports Foundation. Besides being an NZU blue for waterpolo and playing 182 games for NZ Bill also spent 30 years in the army and is now the National Waterpolo Coach for Rothmans.


He pointed out that New Zealanders as a people were the worst offenders in the world, in his experience, at criticising sports administrators and sport in New Zealand was suffering because of this.
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Alan Laidler, director of Vic's Physical Welfare Service, gave a very witty speech with many pungent, telling comments, before presenting the Sportsman of the Year Trophy.


One important point made in his speech was that sports facilities at Victoria are at present inadequate to cope with the booming student roll and something practical needs to be done about this.






Dry Horrors


I'm standing in the great hall of the Student Union Building at Dunedin and what a magnificent sight is before me. What a colourful cavalcade of costumes and neck scarves of a multitude of hues.


And, right in front of me, standing below the sacrificial benches on the stage, is a vast congregation, waiting with excited, yet patient, anticipation for the ceremony to begin.


The initiates are looking towards a white-coated figure whose vestments are in stark contrast with the almost universal, hooded habits of the congregation.


Now, one can see light filtering down from the fluorescent tubing and shining on the young uplifted faces. A most moving spectacle.


... And while we are waiting for the ceremony proper to begin, individuals are leaving the great hall at intervals to seek spiritual relief in the private ante chambers.


Yes ... I think ... yes! And now they're ready!


The principal white-gowned figure has raised his hand for silence. He is moving between the sacrificial benches, above which are hung simple containers of many coloured liquid. His voice is blurred. Blurred. I suspect, with a sense of pageanty—and spirit.


"... and on by left, with 5 years of drinking, two blues and three convictions ... "


As he finishes speaking the most important part of the traditional libatory ceremony is about to begin.


I can see all the initiates moving their heads quite near to their chalices which have been filled with the customary amber fluid. This is a sight that very few of us here today will be able to forget. The gathering is hushed. Silence ...


"Hands on the bar! Blow your froth ... 
Drink!"


There is a sudden flurry of activity. The initiates are lifting the chalices to their mouths and attempting to impipe the amber draught as quickly as possible now the congregation are chanting traditional responses—


"
Spillage! Spillage! Re-Drink! Re-Drink!"


The initiates are completing the ritual, gaining it appears, as much by skin absorption and beard osmosis, as by direct libation ... I can't quite see (funny) ... but, they appear to have finished. Yes! I think they have.


Apparently the team on the left performed the rite quickest, and is therefore the winner.


Oh! And while the winning initiates are being congratulated, one member of the opposing team is being assisted to a private ante-chamber ... pardon? Oh ... I've just been informed that in the excitement during his part of the ritual, he neglected to open his mouth.


There is trendous activity around the benches and the sounds of merriment and festivity echo around the hall.... Five hours later: "Would you mind moving along Sir? You cannot sleep in the gutter."
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Victoria fifth in 10-mile road champs





A depleted Victoria harrier contingent did well to finish fifth in the teams' section in the Wellington Centre annual 10-mile road championships.


The team consisted of Roger Clark (recently returned from New York), Jim Callaghan, Philip Burgess, Ian Stockwell, Murray Pinkham, Ian Hunt, Tony Woolhouse and Martin Fisher.


First in for Victoria was Ian Hunt (18). 56min .03sec, followed by Ian Stockwell (23) 57min 24s. Martin Fisher (36) 58min 34s. Murray Pinkham (40) 59min 45s and Jim Callaghan (52) 61min 24s.







Takahe-Akaroa Relay


This 48 mile relay event is open to all clubs in NZ every four years and is the premier road relay when this does occur.


Victoria's eight-man team comprised Peter Simpson, Peter Konig, Ian Stockwell, Tim Beaglehole, Bryan Dawkins, Murray Pinkham, Steve Havill and Tony Burge.


Victoria's overall placing of 29 out of the 72 teams competing was a creditable performance considering that the team was not Vic's number one squad.


Tim Dravitzki, a fifth year Commerce student, and a member of the renowned New Plymouth harrier family, won the Vic Harrier Club's annual handicap race for the Endeavour Cup.


This race which is between 6½ to 7 miles long, starts in Kelburn Parade opposite the Robert Stout building and from there the course is up Glasgow Street to Upland Road, along Upland Road, across the viaduct to Northland Road, up Northland Road through the Northland shopping centre to Orangi-Kaupapa Road.


From here the course is over Tinakori Hill to Wadestown Road, along Wadestown Road, Wilton Road, Curtis Street, up Old Karori Road, down Chaytor Street, through the Northland tunnel down Northland Road, along Upland Road, Glasgow Street to finish opposite the Robert Stout Building on Kelburn Parade.


Tim Dravitzki, running off 6m, soon caught the limit men John Riseborough and Connor McBride running off 20 m.


However, he had his hands full in catching Philip Burgess and did not succeed in doing so until ¼ of a mile from the finish.


Peter Konig passed Philip further along Upland Road to beat him home for second place by two seconds.







Record Broken


Running off scratch Ian Stockwell with a time for the race of 45m 47s, sliced 7s off George Seconi's record for the race which stood at 45m 54s. This record had been established in 1965, with the previous record being established in 1954 by Dr. J. C Hawke (46m flat).


Second fastest time was recorded by one of Vic's juniors Eric Cairns (47m 56s) and third fastest time was Tony Burge (48m 13s).


Third senior home was Ian Hunt in 48m 54s.


Others to break the 59 minute barrier were Peter Simpson (49m 10s), Tony Woolhouse (49m 23s). Murray Pinkham (49m 27s), Tim Dravitzki (49m 46s) and Steve Havill (49m 47s).


Martyn Fisher and Len Watson would undoubtedly have broken 48m if they had not cut out the Old Karori Road, Chaytor Street part of the course and subsequently been disqualified.







Wellington To Masterton Relay


The Vic Harrier Club disappointed with its performance in the annual Wellington Mas-terton Relay (62.4 miles) which the Wellington Harrier Club won for the first time in its history.


Some 23 teams (230 runners) took part in this event.


The relay race itself lacked "atmosphere" this year with the absence of the powerful Auckland clubs — Auckland University. Owairaka, Onehunga and Lynndale.


The Wellington Masterton Relay consists of 10 laps of varying distance as follows: from Wellington to Petone (6.9 miles), Petone to Taita (6.6 miles). Taita to Upper Hutt (7.0 miles). Upper Hutt to Te Marua (4.1 miles), Te Marua to Kaitoke (4.9 miles), Kaitoke to the Summit (3.9 miles), Summit to Featherston (6.6 miles), Featherston to Greytown (7.8 miles). Greytown to Clairville (6.9 miles), Clairville to Masterton (7.7 miles).


The Vic runners in the order they ran the laps, with times and with last year's times in brackets were as follows: Ian Stockwell 38m 3s (37m 26s). Jim Callaghan 40m 42s (35m 42s). Murray Pinkham (39m 40s (40m 43s), Steve Havill 24m 26s (21m 51s). Bryan Dawkins 30m 33s (30m 45s), Tim Dravitzki 26m 51s (25m 8s). Tony Woolhouse 34m 11s (33m 4s), Martyn Fisher 42m 32s (43m 21s). Tony Burge 40m 12s (38m 1s), Ian Hunt 43m 58s (43m 11s).


While Victoria's placing (11th) in the race out of 23 teams was the same as last year, the time (6h 1m 28s) was considerably slower than that for 1968. (5h 49m 22s).


In fact the total time for 1969 was the slowest Vic has recorded since 1964.
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A depleted Victoria harrier contingent did well to finish fifth in the teams' section in the Wellington Centre annual 10-mile road championships.


The team consisted of Roger Clark (recently returned from New York), Jim Callaghan, Philip Burgess, Ian Stockwell, Murray Pinkham, Ian Hunt, Tony Woolhouse and Martin Fisher.


First in for Victoria was Ian Hunt (18). 56min .03sec, followed by Ian Stockwell (23) 57min 24s. Martin Fisher (36) 58min 34s. Murray Pinkham (40) 59min 45s and Jim Callaghan (52) 61min 24s.
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This 48 mile relay event is open to all clubs in NZ every four years and is the premier road relay when this does occur.


Victoria's eight-man team comprised Peter Simpson, Peter Konig, Ian Stockwell, Tim Beaglehole, Bryan Dawkins, Murray Pinkham, Steve Havill and Tony Burge.


Victoria's overall placing of 29 out of the 72 teams competing was a creditable performance considering that the team was not Vic's number one squad.


Tim Dravitzki, a fifth year Commerce student, and a member of the renowned New Plymouth harrier family, won the Vic Harrier Club's annual handicap race for the Endeavour Cup.


This race which is between 6½ to 7 miles long, starts in Kelburn Parade opposite the Robert Stout building and from there the course is up Glasgow Street to Upland Road, along Upland Road, across the viaduct to Northland Road, up Northland Road through the Northland shopping centre to Orangi-Kaupapa Road.


From here the course is over Tinakori Hill to Wadestown Road, along Wadestown Road, Wilton Road, Curtis Street, up Old Karori Road, down Chaytor Street, through the Northland tunnel down Northland Road, along Upland Road, Glasgow Street to finish opposite the Robert Stout Building on Kelburn Parade.


Tim Dravitzki, running off 6m, soon caught the limit men John Riseborough and Connor McBride running off 20 m.


However, he had his hands full in catching Philip Burgess and did not succeed in doing so until ¼ of a mile from the finish.


Peter Konig passed Philip further along Upland Road to beat him home for second place by two seconds.
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Running off scratch Ian Stockwell with a time for the race of 45m 47s, sliced 7s off George Seconi's record for the race which stood at 45m 54s. This record had been established in 1965, with the previous record being established in 1954 by Dr. J. C Hawke (46m flat).


Second fastest time was recorded by one of Vic's juniors Eric Cairns (47m 56s) and third fastest time was Tony Burge (48m 13s).


Third senior home was Ian Hunt in 48m 54s.


Others to break the 59 minute barrier were Peter Simpson (49m 10s), Tony Woolhouse (49m 23s). Murray Pinkham (49m 27s), Tim Dravitzki (49m 46s) and Steve Havill (49m 47s).


Martyn Fisher and Len Watson would undoubtedly have broken 48m if they had not cut out the Old Karori Road, Chaytor Street part of the course and subsequently been disqualified.
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Wellington To Masterton Relay


The Vic Harrier Club disappointed with its performance in the annual Wellington Mas-terton Relay (62.4 miles) which the Wellington Harrier Club won for the first time in its history.


Some 23 teams (230 runners) took part in this event.


The relay race itself lacked "atmosphere" this year with the absence of the powerful Auckland clubs — Auckland University. Owairaka, Onehunga and Lynndale.


The Wellington Masterton Relay consists of 10 laps of varying distance as follows: from Wellington to Petone (6.9 miles), Petone to Taita (6.6 miles). Taita to Upper Hutt (7.0 miles). Upper Hutt to Te Marua (4.1 miles), Te Marua to Kaitoke (4.9 miles), Kaitoke to the Summit (3.9 miles), Summit to Featherston (6.6 miles), Featherston to Greytown (7.8 miles). Greytown to Clairville (6.9 miles), Clairville to Masterton (7.7 miles).


The Vic runners in the order they ran the laps, with times and with last year's times in brackets were as follows: Ian Stockwell 38m 3s (37m 26s). Jim Callaghan 40m 42s (35m 42s). Murray Pinkham (39m 40s (40m 43s), Steve Havill 24m 26s (21m 51s). Bryan Dawkins 30m 33s (30m 45s), Tim Dravitzki 26m 51s (25m 8s). Tony Woolhouse 34m 11s (33m 4s), Martyn Fisher 42m 32s (43m 21s). Tony Burge 40m 12s (38m 1s), Ian Hunt 43m 58s (43m 11s).


While Victoria's placing (11th) in the race out of 23 teams was the same as last year, the time (6h 1m 28s) was considerably slower than that for 1968. (5h 49m 22s).


In fact the total time for 1969 was the slowest Vic has recorded since 1964.
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Duffer's Dinner


The Blues have been awarded and the athletic giants of 1969 have retired momentarily to exercise the cerebellum in a home run effort for finals.


The tumult and the shouting has died, the grandstands are empty but strangely that green and yellow building just past the Rankin Brown echoes to the thud of heavy feet.


There are still people around the campus who choose to mix activity with academic performance who feel better because they leap around a bit and who still seem to pass finals. But what about the 70 per cent. of the university who do not take any form of physical exercise?


Not long ago a prominent member of the university suggested that as well as a Blues Dinner, there should be an annual Duffer's Dinner. This function would cater for that large group of us who are always the also rans, the never rans or the cannot runs.


At a duffer's dinner, plum duff would be served of course and "greens" would be awarded for athletic anonymity. The coveted pond-scrum "green", for consistent failure to land on the trampoline after bouncing up, or for failure to strike the shuttle after 3924 attempts, would be awarded after lengthy deliberations by the "Greens" Panel. Naturally there would be grades of "Green" for different levels on non-skill; for example green at the gills, green awarded to drop-out at the drinking horn; sea-figreen for consistent failure to return to the surface in swimming classes and vegetable green, snooker green, grey-green and blue-green, all come to mind.


If you feel fat, haggard, tired, apathetic or decidedly lethargic, visit the gymnasium and consult the staff about "greens". Join a class and agitate the cardiac muscle before it is too late. Give your heart a bonus and treat it to some exercise.


If you are one of those people who cannot jump out of the way of your own shadow, need a step-ladder to climb over a box horse or cannot run out of sight in a week you will be a strong contender for the Duffer's Dinner.


The Physical Welfare staff reserves the right to nominate duffers from their numerous classes for beginners which are still being conducted in the gymnasium) and they also ask that they be allowed to undertake the formidable task of administering large quantities of vigorous refreshment and enjoyment to recumbent or somnolent forms.


They can do this in various ways which all lead to happiness! It is interesting to note that there is a growing body of opinion which claims that happiness is relaxing after a vigorous game (won of course).


If your problem is soggy headedness, induced by excessive inactivity, join a refreshment class at the gymnasium and delay the inevitable onset of fatigue. Refresh the brain with increased supplies of oxygenated blood and return to the library feeling better and able to work for longer periods. Vigorous exercise can be as refreshing as a cool beer and incidentally, that cool beer tastes best after vigorous exercise.


So change the scene and change the mood by coming to the Gymnasium. The staff there are prone to offering free unsolicited advise but they also offer free beginners classes in trampolining, golf, badminton, dance, and fitness and you can still participate in intramural games at lunchtimes. No cool beer to follow, only iced orange and maybe some plum duff.
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Sportsman of Year: 


Kember Does It Again



Vic law student Gerald Kember, who has previously won the trophy in 1967, won it again this year from a field of notable Vic sporting personalities—Ollie Gilbert (rowing), Phil Rear (athletics). Rod Barltrop (golf) and George Stratigopoulous (fencing).


Kember has an outstanding sports record being a Vic blue in rugby since 1964, a cricket blue for several years, and an NZU blue in both sports. He was also in the All Black team which toured the British Isles in 1967 and was this year a reserve for the test against the Welsh.


About 130 Vic sports representatives and friends were treated to an entertaining night last Saturday at the Blues Dinner.


Archie Sievwright, the oldest surviving Vic blue, who gained his blue for the mile walk in 1914 and was awarded it in 1915, presented the blues certificates to the 54 odd Vic sportsmen and sportswomen who had been awarded blues.


The guest speaker was Major Bill Dyson of the Rothman's Sports Foundation. Besides being an NZU blue for waterpolo and playing 182 games for NZ Bill also spent 30 years in the army and is now the National Waterpolo Coach for Rothmans.


He pointed out that New Zealanders as a people were the worst offenders in the world, in his experience, at criticising sports administrators and sport in New Zealand was suffering because of this.
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Alan Laidler, director of Vic's Physical Welfare Service, gave a very witty speech with many pungent, telling comments, before presenting the Sportsman of the Year Trophy.


One important point made in his speech was that sports facilities at Victoria are at present inadequate to cope with the booming student roll and something practical needs to be done about this.
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Dry Horrors


I'm standing in the great hall of the Student Union Building at Dunedin and what a magnificent sight is before me. What a colourful cavalcade of costumes and neck scarves of a multitude of hues.


And, right in front of me, standing below the sacrificial benches on the stage, is a vast congregation, waiting with excited, yet patient, anticipation for the ceremony to begin.


The initiates are looking towards a white-coated figure whose vestments are in stark contrast with the almost universal, hooded habits of the congregation.


Now, one can see light filtering down from the fluorescent tubing and shining on the young uplifted faces. A most moving spectacle.


... And while we are waiting for the ceremony proper to begin, individuals are leaving the great hall at intervals to seek spiritual relief in the private ante chambers.


Yes ... I think ... yes! And now they're ready!


The principal white-gowned figure has raised his hand for silence. He is moving between the sacrificial benches, above which are hung simple containers of many coloured liquid. His voice is blurred. Blurred. I suspect, with a sense of pageanty—and spirit.


"... and on by left, with 5 years of drinking, two blues and three convictions ... "


As he finishes speaking the most important part of the traditional libatory ceremony is about to begin.


I can see all the initiates moving their heads quite near to their chalices which have been filled with the customary amber fluid. This is a sight that very few of us here today will be able to forget. The gathering is hushed. Silence ...


"Hands on the bar! Blow your froth ... 
Drink!"


There is a sudden flurry of activity. The initiates are lifting the chalices to their mouths and attempting to impipe the amber draught as quickly as possible now the congregation are chanting traditional responses—


"
Spillage! Spillage! Re-Drink! Re-Drink!"


The initiates are completing the ritual, gaining it appears, as much by skin absorption and beard osmosis, as by direct libation ... I can't quite see (funny) ... but, they appear to have finished. Yes! I think they have.


Apparently the team on the left performed the rite quickest, and is therefore the winner.


Oh! And while the winning initiates are being congratulated, one member of the opposing team is being assisted to a private ante-chamber ... pardon? Oh ... I've just been informed that in the excitement during his part of the ritual, he neglected to open his mouth.


There is trendous activity around the benches and the sounds of merriment and festivity echo around the hall.... Five hours later: "Would you mind moving along Sir? You cannot sleep in the gutter."
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