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Che Skinner Lives




What sort of people, really, would write slogans like this one emblazoned across the library yesterday?



The progressive Socialist Club said they weren't responsible and cast dark looks at the reactionary Spartacist Club, who picked on the Pooh Club who weren't responsible for anything they do.



And meantime, it became the name of a university, if you can stand Aussie abbreviations.




[image: slogan on Rankine Brown building]
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Student guinea-pigs for anti-drink pill




Student volunteers may soon be getting drunk in the cause of scientific research.


A research worker at Victoria University believes he has found a way to combat the new compulsory bloodtesting for suspected intoxicated motorists.


Mr Robert W. Wellsford told 
Salient this week that he has almost completed work on a pill to be taken after drinking, which will greatly reduce the level of alcohol in the blood.


He hopes it will be ready for full testing in the next few weeks.


Mr Wellsford said he had discovered the principle behind the chemical composition of the pill during research last August into the effects of alcohol on the hearts and bloodstreams of rats, and its possible contribution to heart attacks.


But he said he could not make his discoveries public until he had completed negotiations with a large American chemical and pharmaceutical firm operating in New Zealand.


The same project is said to be under investigation in America and Germany, but Mr Wellsford said the American firm had told him none of the other researchers had reached his advanced stage.


He told 
Salient that his new formula would give almost 100% success in reducing blood alcohol by as much as 63%, depending on the body-weight of the subject.


Asked to comment on the legal implications of the development Mr J. G. Barber of Victoria's Law Faculty declined to give any positive statement.


He said, however, that if it worked as Mr Wellsford claimed, it would not appear to involve an infringement of the blood-testing law that is soon to come into operation.


"Although the taking of this pill would be an attempt to avoid the law, it would not be a contravention of that law as it stands at present." he said.


"The law lays down that drivers may not drive a motor vehicle with more than a set percentage of alcohol in their blood. It doesn't lay down that he may not drive after taking a certain quantity of alcohol."


A General Practitioner Dr T. A. Shunter, of Wellington, said that doctors would probably oppose the introduction of such a pill, as its only purpose appeared to be to defeat the law.


"The new pill, as described at this stage, would only reduce the blood alcohol," he said.


"It would in no way reduce the actual degree of intoxication, and would therefore make the driver no more capable of driving the car.


"It would just make it easier for him to drive when drunk and still avoid breaking the law and making himself liable for punishment."


A spokesman for the legal division of the Ministry of Transport, Mr I. L. V. Atchison, said that his department had contacted Mr Wellsford privately, and hoped for some positive response from him in the near future.


Mr Wellsford told 
Salient however that he would not discontinue work on the pill, no matter what government pressure was brought to bear.


He said that a full press statement, probably from the American company with whom he is negotiating, would be released on his behalf when the pill had been perfected and prepared for full testing, probably before the end of the month.


Mr Wellsford said that later in the month a large number of volunteers, possibly students, would be recruited to see if the new pill would work after large quantities of alcohol had been drunk.
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Taxman Robs Us. . .



"
Students are being taxed unfairly," says campus activist Les Slater.


"Union and professional association fees are tax rebatable items," he said.


"But the Inland Revenue Department has decreed that the Students Union fee of $13 is no longer regarded as a tax deductible item.


"Most students working during vacations or part-time during the year stand to be denied a rebate of from, about, $1.50 to $3.00, depending on the amount earned and the rate of tax paid.


"With the 
Paye stem of taxation it is impossible most working students to with-hold the payment of taxes, although the very lew students who are self employed could manage this.


"Furthermore, while primary and secondary education expenses are tax rebatable items, tertiary expenses are not.


"Is there any reason why university fees and text-book expenses should not be tax rebateable?" he asked.


"This would be in the order of 30 dollars for most students who have an extremely limited income during the university year.


Some students do not have bursaries of any sort, and nearly all depend upon their earnings over the vacation periods.


"By depriving students of money to which they might rightfully be entitled and indeed need, the Inland Revenue Department is doing a disservice both to those pursuing higher education and to New Zealand." he said.


Les suggests that student unions at all New Zealand universities take up this matter with the Government and Department of Inland Revenue.


"We should seek the support of other unions, such as freezing workers, waterside workers, drivers, seamen and printers."


This would be an excellent example of worker-student solidarity," he said.
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And How!



A 
Lecturer in the sociology department, Mr. Jonathan Cloud, wrote to the Inland Revenue Department last year requesting elucidation on the question of rebates on Student Union fees.


"My employer is the university itself, and the qualifications required for obtaining and fulfilling adequately this employment are academic ones; in more concrete terms, if it had not been a student I would not have had the job," he wrote.


"As a student I belong to the Student's Association and payment of the union fees is compulsory.


"Hence to be employed in this capacity, I must pay my Student Union fees."


In reply, Mr J. W. Davidson, an examiner with the department said that under the provisions of Section 129 c.c. of the Land and Income Tax Act, 1954, he was empowered to deduct an amount of not more than $20 in respect of any periodical subscriptions, fees or levies paid by him in the income year to any trade or professional union or association which are directly related to that employment.


• 

Other Story, P. 2
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New Prague Quartet Concert




[image: The New Prague Quartet will be giving a lunchtime concert in the Memorial Theatre on Friday at 1 p.m. The programme consists of Quartet in C by Haydn and Quartet No. 2 by Janacek.]


The New Prague Quartet will be giving a lunchtime concert in the Memorial Theatre on Friday at 1 p.m. The programme consists of Quartet in C by Haydn and Quartet No. 2 by Janacek.
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Social Credit adopts 18-year vote policy




By Adopting the policy of reducing the age of majority to 18, the Social Credit League had shown itself to be in the vanguard of social change in New Zealand, the president of the V.U.W. Social Credit Club, Stuart Dickson, told the club's annual meeting.


"The 1969 Social Credit election policy now being finalised contains some exciting new policy points, confirming the impression many young people already have of a dynamic, progressive party," Mr Dickson said.


"The Social Credit Youth Convention showed that in New Zealand youthful political idealism is most constructively channelled through the newest party. Social Credit, rather than the old, established, but discredited parties.


"We face the task of convincing today's students that the government of their tomorrow will be a Social Credit Government. The policies this future Government will implement are being determined now, and we invite all students to lake part in this process.


"There is a political revolution proceeding in this country now, but it is in the New Zealand style—quiet, but forceful and dynamic, evidenced in the growing swing to Social Credit. Already in the countryside Social Credit has nearly completed the replacement of Labour as the opposition party." he said.


"The scats Social Credit will win this year will, if the contest between the other two parties is close, become the most important in the country."
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Beaut way to save tax —and legal


By 
Nevil Gibson




Australian students have been offered several thousands of dollars saving in tax for the cost of $1.


The proposal invites students to become "primary producers" for $1 and therefore qualify for taxation privileges.


The income tax of "primary producers" is assessed under a system "averaging income" over a number of years. Students would stand to gain considerably as their incomes rose.


The scheme was advertised in the University of New South Wales students' newspaper "Thrunka" by a Brisbane-based company which owned cattle ranches in Queensland.


The advertisement said most taxpayers did not become primary producers and thus missed out on "enjoying the privileges granted to the few"


To become a primary producer, it was necessary to carry on a business of primary production, either alone or with others. Operations should be big enough to support a family.


"To err on the side of caution, an investment of less than $20,000 to $25,000 would be suspect," the advertisement said.


In addition, the business must be full-time one, not just a weekender.


The advertisement said participation in the SI primary producer arrangements was safe, simple to establish, profitable and simple to end.


"How have we done it?" the advert asked.


"We have established a substantial farming and grazing business which is run as a business and which is operated by a trustee.


"For $1 you acquire an interest in this trust.


"You become a beneficiary under the trust and this secures your status as a primary producer.


"As a beneficiary, you are not liable for any business debts incurred by the trustees.


"Your continued financial interest in the business is maintained by payment of $50 per annum after you have saved the tax


"We have no means of legally recovering the $50; we rely on your honesty.


"No payment would be made to us if the tax savings fall short of $50.


"Thus, it is impossible to lose."


The advert said primary production was one of the most effective and safest means of reducing the tax burden.


But to achieve the maximum benefit, primary production must be entered into before one started to earn a high income.


The advert said all legal matters were "watertight".


The president of the Students' Union Council. Chris Humphries, told a Sydney paper that the council had "checked it all out, and it's quite bona fide."


An example of the savings that were possible was listed in the ad.


The example showed how a "primary producer" of six years' standing would save $1007 in tax in the sixth year alone.


This "primary producer" would have been a second-year student with an income of $400 a year in his first year in the scheme, and would have been earning $10,000 in the sixth year.


A spokesman for the company organising the scheme said it was doing it on the basis of tax discrimination. The present tax system discriminates against those who took the trouble to achieve a higher education and discriminates against the professional person.


"A professional person who earns the same income over the same period as a public servant up to the age of 30 has to pay 40 to 70 per cent more tax, and he has to pay provisional tax," he said.


"We increase the professional man's income, though relating the rate to the total tax over the period."
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Public Relations Officer


By 
Barbara Arnold




Applications have been culled for the position of Public Relations Officer of the Students' Association which fell vacant on March 3.


A number of people have expressed interest in the position which involves general Town-Gown relationships including the annual tour of schools, and management of the Varsity radio show.


An amendment to the constitution last year permits the Executive to co-opt three people for various vacant positions without calling for an election.


Applications close on Friday. 21 March, at 4.30 p.m. at the Students Association Office and will be considered at an Executive meeting the following Monday.
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Visual Arts in 'poo'


An A.G.M. of the Visual Arts Society resulted in an attendance of 12 people on Monday night.


A spokeman for the club, Ross Lange, said the club had over 60 financial members.


Ross issued a plea for members to attend the AGM of the society which will be advertised in New sheet.


"We cannot become an affiliated society unless we have an AGM."


He said the society Was financially "in the poo" and needed affiliation to restore solvency.
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Folk Concert



VIC folksingers in action last Thursday night.




[image: Lindi Mason, backed by Steve Robinson, who is going to represent New Zealand in a folk festival later this year.]

Lindi Mason, backed by Steve Robinson, who is going to represent New Zealand in a folk festival later this year.
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John Murphy (left) and Simon Morris.
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The Windy City Strugglers.
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If cats do it . . .



"
If You like banana peels, you'll love catnip."


This is the opinion of an increasing number of people throughout Britain and America who claim the smoking of the leaves of this commonly-grown mint can produce a psychedelic high.


The plant has been for centuries a favourite food and successful health aid for cats, but according to reports from many housewives their cats reacted very strangely after being fed catnip and they had to cease giving it to them.


The euphoric effects of smoking catnip were discovered by a youth who had a similar problem with his cat and observed that it "really turned on" so he decided to smoke a little.


The Journal of the American Medical Association seem to be aware of the growing population of catnip smokers and have printed a serious study of the plant, its possible effects on its users, other htan felines.


This quotes an experimenter who said after smoking the leaves of the plant he experienced a feeling of being outside his body in a pleasant sort of way.


"I went outside at night and looked at a street lamp and I actually saw the light from the lamp move down the pole and creep back again," he said.


The obvious advantages of smoking catnip is that it is completely within the law. One may indulge wherever he pleases without fear of being arrested for possession of a few leaves of weed, as with marijuana.


Cost is another favourable factor. Compare the cost of 1oz. of catnip with 1oz. of pot. In fact the only disadvantage seems to have been the predictable blitz on pet stores in the cities where people are blissfully smoking their catnip, which will eventually result in a police investigation and possible banning of the plant.


Of course there have been many substitutes for marijuana and L.S.D. offered with claims of similar effects (such as morning glory, hydrangea leaves and banana peels) some of which have been vindicated and others which have only resulted in diarrhoea or other discomforts.


The authenticity of the effects of catnip smoking can be tested by only one means . . . Experiment.
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Failure due to 'adult gap'



"
The Problems of an "adulthood gap" and the lack of a "community of learning" were termed central to the malaise reflected in high failure rates, the President of the Catholic Society, Mr. Tim Dyce, said at the reception after the Academic Mass on Sunday.


'The demands made by the university on the student are made on an adult person; yet the treatment given him is not that accorded an adult person." he said.


On arrival at university the Student finds he is laced with a process of adult decisionmaking: his choice of course itself, his timetable of study, whether he even does his assignments or attends lectures, if living away from home, the whole organization of his life.


"If religion has been a factor in his life hitherto the degree or even existence of his commitment lies within his choice.


"In placing on him the responsibilities of an adult, the University does not now accord him the privileges.


"From the first day when he holds his number and smiles bleakly into the camera like some sort of convict, the new student is con of being treated not as a person but as an administrative unit.


"The second effect and one intimately connected with the first is a lack of "community in learning".


He said the system of learning at the core of the university structures was founded on the concept that man learnt by pooling ideas—and he did this when taking his place in a community, respected as a person, not a unit.


"This is the Oxbridge background—the Claret parties of C. P. Snow—this is the recognised quality of research fellow-ships." Mr Dyce said.


"It begins to exist at university at Stage III level; but the two years preceding are the crucial ones; the ones in which we have our failure rate difficulties.


"It is in these years that the community structures of the university system: the faculty and the tutorial, are so eroded by weight of numbers as to be almost useless."


Mr Dyce said that the faculty and the department were now little more than administrative units.


"It is the tutorial which of the basic pattern of university retains the most potential, and here one must query whether it is given even a fraction of the use it needs." he said.


"The tutorial is essential to the need of the student to be treated as an adult and in community.


"In the lecture room, the lecturer becomes a teacher—this is the personal transmission of knowledge.


"It is in the tutorial that the individual should feel relaxed, part of a group of people collectively seeking truth.


"But too often one hears or experiences tutorials which are just another lecture, or which a tutor allows the more vocal, not necessarily the more intelligent mouth on, or even the student finds that the tutorial is a sort of unofficial examination room."


Mr Dyce concluded with a note to freshers. "Let's lace it. Failing units wil Ibe in your minds quite a bit so facing up to it is not undue pessimism."


He added that Catholic Society has set over a weekend to study the wider problems of the Universities' relation with the community at the annual camp at Reikorangi on the 28-30th March. The theme is "The Student & the Community — Leader or Rebel?"
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A 
Recommendation from the Ceremonial Committee that the President of Student's Association, Gerald Curry and the Women's Vice President. Caroline McGrath carry six-foot maces at this years Capping ceremonies was turned down by Executive its last meeting.


Suggestions were invited for subjects for the Winter Term Lecture series


The subject "what's wrong with our Universities" was decided upon.


Provisional speakers invited include Hon. T. P. Shand, the Minister of Labour: the President of the Federation of Labour. Mr. Skinner: the managing Director of U.E.B. Industries, Mr. Doig, and the Vice Chancellor.
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Examination Students Staff 


The Eternal Triangle


by H. V. George





New Zealand universities have students, staff and examinations, and the three-way relationships these features impose. At the moment, the third feature is facing criticism which, reasonable in some respects, is unreasonable insofar as it seems to assume that one can alter the status of the one feature vis-a-vis the other two without altering the mutual relationship of the other two.


In the triangle of relationships, the examination acts in the interest of the students in two ways:


• It ensures that success or failure depends on performance, not on personal relationships; in other words, it protects certain students from the effect of staff-student relationships and it removes the protection which other students might enjoy. Candidate anonymity, external assessment, number and variety of examination papers and markers, all contribute to make a student's overall performance in examination decide his overall success.


• An examination provides a standard, so that Degree awards in successive years represent a fairly constant achievement.


I cannot see that examinations offer comparable direct benefit to staff: certainly they entail much unproductive labour. In fact, generally speaking, it has never been "persons in authority" who have had advantage from examinations.


In England, before public, competitive examination was introduced. Civil Service posts were filled by patronage. Examinations, for anonymous candidates, were designed, in China, with the specific purpose of choosing a country's public servants according to merit instead of according to personal assessment and "pull" of one kind or another. Certainly public, competitive examination was introduced into England with this purpose, and examination as a test of merit came to New Zealand as a matter of course.


Now it does not seem to me that "abolitionists" have deliberately chosen to go back on the principle of qualification according to merit rather than according to personal influence. Nevertheless the issue is plain for every student Your forefathers gained a certain freedom from "those in authority" by submission to examination. If you get freedom from examination, you will pay for it in increased dependence on "those in authority".






Other patterns of relationships


New Zealand universities show one pattern of student-staff-examination relationships. For many students their university is the only model of a university they know. There are other models.


In London University, and in many European universities, the only requirement of a student wishing to take one examination is evidence that he has passed the relevant previous exami nation within prescribed time limits. A London Degree taken externally may represent a student—examination relationship only. In other universities, there may in fact be real personal relationships between students and staff, but they are not formalised. On the other hand, in the residential British universities, staff-student personal relationships are formally organised, and are perhaps the most esteemed feature of undergraduate experience. New Zealand universities fall somewhere in between. Let us, for the 
[
unclear: moment] not consider general merits and demerits, but ask a question: "Which student enjoys more personal freedom?"—Not, I think, the New Zealand student with attendance requirements, assignments— "Term".






Pass rates


Attiudes towards examination success and failure also vary; pass rates which in one country would be intolerable are accepted in another.


A common attitude among Wellington students (at least it is the stated attitude of their students' Education Committee) is that examination failure represents waste of staff and student time, and so of public money.


According to the 
Times Educational Supplement of 15 November 1963, of the students entering French universities that year at least 75% would not get a degree on the waste-of-time premise only 25% were not wasting time, and money. This degree of waste is by no means unthinkable in contemporary society: nevertheless, one suspects there is perhaps another point of view.


There is. If you ever have the opportunity to ask a French student about "the waste of time", you may get asked back, perhaps fiercely, "Do 
you think it a waste of time to be following Professor X's lectures!"


The French student is right to challenge our shopkeeper accounting, according to which a high pass-rate is a mark of efficiency. Let us suppose (Context A) a class of 50 students all of whom pass (pass-rate 100%). Let us suppose (Context B) a class of 100 students of whom 50 pass (pass-rate 50%). Let us now suppose that the 50 passing students of Context B would be the same passing students as in Context A. which context is socially preferable? Surely B, for not only does the same number pass but 50 additional students follow the course of study. Assuming the latter to be worth while, the failing students (many of whom have approached the pass mark) and hence the community profit; and Context B is the more economical.


Now this manner of accounting has underlying assumptions. First, the course is not given 
for the examination; that is, the benefit to the failing students must be real and appreciated as real otherwise the "waste" point of view will acquire validity). Then there must be a pass: fail proportion which remains within the limit of what is acceptable anywhere; it seems to me that 1:3 is well beyond this limit. Thirdly, competition for success must not be so harsh that its cost is unrelieved swotting and a distorted sense of values. Fourthly, the country's economy must be strong enough for employers to recognise the value in prospective employees of a period of study which did not lead to an academic qualification: and may not have apparent, immediate practical application, but which has potential effectiveness over a longer time scale.






Concepts of efficiency


Nevertheless, behind Context B there does lie a concept of efficiency which is radically different from the common New Zealand one. It goes with a radically different concept of the function of the university, and its staff.


In our, British, kind there is a fee for each course, Presumably, as with other commercial transactions, it would be unethical to 'take' a course for which one has not paid. In the other kind, the student pays a fee which, with supplements where required, entitles him to follow any course. Thus, in our kind, a member of the staff may give a brilliant series of lectures to a handful of students who have paid the fee. Such an uneconomical procedure would, in the other kind, be unthinkable—a "waste" of the lecturer's talent (and salary). For the lecturer there has before him "his own" students and perhaps ten times that number of other students, colleagues; and interested people from the city. All these additional people represent social benefit from the lecturer's work.


British style university classes are reserved for students with an examination interest in the subject. The other model university lecturers are open to people with an interest in the subject. The lecture rooms represent the universities themselves, and their concepts of their social function. The European model has, so to say, an added feature, and its internal relationships become: staff—general public— student−examination. The consequences of the fourth feature is something like the consequence of having a distinguished visitor in the house. The lecturer's cookery improves too. However, we are now concerned with the consequence of closed classroom door/open classroom door policies with respect to examination success.


Competition to enrol in British universities, other than London, is extremely severe. With exclusive admission policy and exclusive study regulations a high pass-fail ratio is to be expected. Conversely, in universities with easy admission and open-door study facilities one can expect a lower pass:fail ratio. In countries with large scale unemployment, easy admission to university and even a 1:1 pass:fail ratio are simultaneously possible only by lowering the value of the degrees, a measure not in the students' long term interest. New Zealand again falls in between. It manages to have a liberal admission policy, but shuts its classroom doors to non-examination oriented people, and it has a high pass:fail ratio. One guesses that, so far, opportunity for immediate well paid employment has kept away those without a definite bent for academic study.


In all countries there is strong criticism of the role of the universities in the country. In Britain there is much concern over the small proportion of its people to have been to a university. British universities certainly serve their students while they are there; but it seems to be assumed that even their students' interest in university teaching is terminated with graduation. In the European university patern, the teacher is not so concerned with "his" students and their personal success and failure; and a university is not an agglomeration of self-contained study groups. It is more a municipal asset, in which examinations have a smaller place than elsewhere.






Criticisms of examinations


It is easy, and proper, to criticise examinations. Peacock's 100-year-old indictment ("Gryll Grange") is lively, still up-to-date; and, exceptionally on this subject, will written. One telling criticism is that in actual examinations the tested knowledge is often irrelevant to the professional work which the candidate may, by virture of his success, be "qualified" to perform. Another is that otherwise competent people fail examinations; and that otherwise incompetent people pass them. I would add the criticism that the usual 50% pass mark has a depressing effect on the teaching of many subjects.


One can summon less sympathy with the idea that luck should not figure in an examination, or that examination is somehow unfair because it is an ordeal to nervous candidates. Luck is a feature of life; life is not exempt from ordeals; it is a fact that some "rise to the occasion" while others do not: carping here is grumbling about life itself.


One criticism of New Zealand examinations is worth study: it is that they are predominantly written. There is a simple historical reason for this: until the 1940s, final degree papers being assessed in London were necessarily written. British provincial universities and many universities in Africa and India, for the very same reason, now have traditions of assessment of students' written performance; and of course London University itself has this tradition. Other British universities, like many European universities, rely mainly on oral examination. In some ways, oral examination is more searching. A stranger on the spot may discover weaknesses which an assessor might be able to guess from written answer but not be certain of, and not he able to check. On the other hand, the examiner, by helpful 
[
unclear: intervention] can save a candidate who was embarking on one of the long irrelevancies which squander so many marks in written examinations.


For many occupations, a qualification gained by writing may represent what is required. For many occupations, a qualification gained by speaking is more relevant. The form of the examination sets the form of the preparation for the examination, and it is possible that a professional class of relatively inarticulate people is the price we pay for our written examination tradition.






Real importance of the examination


Sensible criticism is always in season and, who knows, may have effect, but how important in itself is the passing and failing of examinations?


A few statements of the obvious might be helpful here too. In the first place, failure is less serious when a student may repeat the examination. Secondly, the failed student is less afflicted by a sense of his failure if he is one of a fair number. Third, the more arbitrary an examination, and the more open to criticism, the smaller the "disgrace" of failure. In the fourth place, the failed student is made to feel his "inadequacy" when the "waste of time" (and money) theme is current. A final statement of the obvious is that staff attitude is largely responsible for the students' attitude to passing and failing. Over concern at students' failing is an unnecessary unkindness: it would surely be more considerate to set the importance of the examination itself in a realistic perspective. And, of course, the worth of a person is not indicated by examination performance. Whether a person passes or fails or what grade he has is interesting, but should neither be nor seem to be very important. Not for staff, for whom it is university work that matters. Certainly not for students, who do themselves an obvious disservice by magnifying the consequence of an essentially unimportant occurrence.






Teacher or judge


After an examination, one sometimes hears staff complaint over (A) who has done better than he should and (B) who has done worse. I am not here concerned with the point that examination is a salutary corrective to staff impressions, but with the status of such impressions. Most 'abolitionists" seem to think that "Term work" would be a more reliable indication of a student's worth, presumably because there is more of it and it is produced in more realistic surroundings. This may be correct, and it may not, but it implies that one function of university staff is the judging of students. I think staff should pause before accepting this, and that students should pause before urging it on their teachers. A judge's impartiality costs effort, and is infrequently achieved by professionals. In many subjects, to mark the twelfth piece of work with the same frame of mind as the first is not possible, and a serious attempt would exact more effort than the pieces of work are themselves worth. Some secondary schools do have a number of self-important staff with an exaggerated opinion of the value of concocted assignments and their "fair" assesment. Surely a university teacher's job, at least, is to teach, not sit in judgment.


A secondary but practical aspect of the assessment responsibility is precisely the risk of squandering teaching time. When "test" are set mainly for the sake of list of marks for each student the risk is high. (A "test" 
[
unclear: can] of course, be a planned part of a teaching programme and can itself teach: the importance a lecturer gives to the teaching element may often be gauged by the time he spends "going over" the work with his students.)


Some staff, as well as students, are sceptical about the judgement there already is. Hearing recently of the failure of a student in a subject II had assumed passed, I asked what had happened. "No," I was corrected. "I would have 
passed, of course, but I wasn't given "Terms". They say Z at the first lecture of the year always picks on two or three students as the ones who intend to cause mischief−and these student can thereafter never do a right thing." This allegation may and may not be founded, but it should not be possible. 
[
unclear: "Terms"] already prejudice staff-student relations in my opinion., further assessment responsibility would be an intolerable imposition.


Staff who prize the British tradition of tutor and small group of students, with personal contact opening the students' minds, give little importance to examinations. Staff who esteem the European tradition and trust in the values of scholarship to open the students' minds give little importance to examinations. Many of both groups wish to maintain the role of the examination because it is not important and because any replacement, though equally unimportant, would divert staff effort from its primary function to a trivial and incidental one.


New Zealand students conscious of student interests both now and after graduation realise that examination is to their advantage. Statistics, elements of chance and pusillanimous grievances of all kinds have to be seen in relation to the 
first function of examinations— which is to judge, not the student or his merit, but a particular performance; to judge it anonymously, without bias, partiality or personal preconceptions of any sort. We may, and should, try to ensure that the examination fulfils its purpose as well as its function, that the performance indeed indicates the general quality and ability of the candidates; and criticism of the gap here is constructive.


I have hoped to show that university examinations are one element in a set of relation ships, that they protect the student, that they ought not to be a major consideraion in any universiy tradition, that substituting staff judgment would be uniwise. New Zealand universities are not irrevocably fixed in particular traditions: there is real usefulness to knowledge of the variety of contemporary types of university.



H. V. George is the head of the English Language Institute.
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New Zealand universities have students, staff and examinations, and the three-way relationships these features impose. At the moment, the third feature is facing criticism which, reasonable in some respects, is unreasonable insofar as it seems to assume that one can alter the status of the one feature vis-a-vis the other two without altering the mutual relationship of the other two.


In the triangle of relationships, the examination acts in the interest of the students in two ways:


• It ensures that success or failure depends on performance, not on personal relationships; in other words, it protects certain students from the effect of staff-student relationships and it removes the protection which other students might enjoy. Candidate anonymity, external assessment, number and variety of examination papers and markers, all contribute to make a student's overall performance in examination decide his overall success.


• An examination provides a standard, so that Degree awards in successive years represent a fairly constant achievement.


I cannot see that examinations offer comparable direct benefit to staff: certainly they entail much unproductive labour. In fact, generally speaking, it has never been "persons in authority" who have had advantage from examinations.


In England, before public, competitive examination was introduced. Civil Service posts were filled by patronage. Examinations, for anonymous candidates, were designed, in China, with the specific purpose of choosing a country's public servants according to merit instead of according to personal assessment and "pull" of one kind or another. Certainly public, competitive examination was introduced into England with this purpose, and examination as a test of merit came to New Zealand as a matter of course.


Now it does not seem to me that "abolitionists" have deliberately chosen to go back on the principle of qualification according to merit rather than according to personal influence. Nevertheless the issue is plain for every student Your forefathers gained a certain freedom from "those in authority" by submission to examination. If you get freedom from examination, you will pay for it in increased dependence on "those in authority".
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Other patterns of relationships


New Zealand universities show one pattern of student-staff-examination relationships. For many students their university is the only model of a university they know. There are other models.


In London University, and in many European universities, the only requirement of a student wishing to take one examination is evidence that he has passed the relevant previous exami nation within prescribed time limits. A London Degree taken externally may represent a student—examination relationship only. In other universities, there may in fact be real personal relationships between students and staff, but they are not formalised. On the other hand, in the residential British universities, staff-student personal relationships are formally organised, and are perhaps the most esteemed feature of undergraduate experience. New Zealand universities fall somewhere in between. Let us, for the 
[
unclear: moment] not consider general merits and demerits, but ask a question: "Which student enjoys more personal freedom?"—Not, I think, the New Zealand student with attendance requirements, assignments— "Term".
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Pass rates


Attiudes towards examination success and failure also vary; pass rates which in one country would be intolerable are accepted in another.


A common attitude among Wellington students (at least it is the stated attitude of their students' Education Committee) is that examination failure represents waste of staff and student time, and so of public money.


According to the 
Times Educational Supplement of 15 November 1963, of the students entering French universities that year at least 75% would not get a degree on the waste-of-time premise only 25% were not wasting time, and money. This degree of waste is by no means unthinkable in contemporary society: nevertheless, one suspects there is perhaps another point of view.


There is. If you ever have the opportunity to ask a French student about "the waste of time", you may get asked back, perhaps fiercely, "Do 
you think it a waste of time to be following Professor X's lectures!"


The French student is right to challenge our shopkeeper accounting, according to which a high pass-rate is a mark of efficiency. Let us suppose (Context A) a class of 50 students all of whom pass (pass-rate 100%). Let us suppose (Context B) a class of 100 students of whom 50 pass (pass-rate 50%). Let us now suppose that the 50 passing students of Context B would be the same passing students as in Context A. which context is socially preferable? Surely B, for not only does the same number pass but 50 additional students follow the course of study. Assuming the latter to be worth while, the failing students (many of whom have approached the pass mark) and hence the community profit; and Context B is the more economical.


Now this manner of accounting has underlying assumptions. First, the course is not given 
for the examination; that is, the benefit to the failing students must be real and appreciated as real otherwise the "waste" point of view will acquire validity). Then there must be a pass: fail proportion which remains within the limit of what is acceptable anywhere; it seems to me that 1:3 is well beyond this limit. Thirdly, competition for success must not be so harsh that its cost is unrelieved swotting and a distorted sense of values. Fourthly, the country's economy must be strong enough for employers to recognise the value in prospective employees of a period of study which did not lead to an academic qualification: and may not have apparent, immediate practical application, but which has potential effectiveness over a longer time scale.
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Concepts of efficiency


Nevertheless, behind Context B there does lie a concept of efficiency which is radically different from the common New Zealand one. It goes with a radically different concept of the function of the university, and its staff.


In our, British, kind there is a fee for each course, Presumably, as with other commercial transactions, it would be unethical to 'take' a course for which one has not paid. In the other kind, the student pays a fee which, with supplements where required, entitles him to follow any course. Thus, in our kind, a member of the staff may give a brilliant series of lectures to a handful of students who have paid the fee. Such an uneconomical procedure would, in the other kind, be unthinkable—a "waste" of the lecturer's talent (and salary). For the lecturer there has before him "his own" students and perhaps ten times that number of other students, colleagues; and interested people from the city. All these additional people represent social benefit from the lecturer's work.


British style university classes are reserved for students with an examination interest in the subject. The other model university lecturers are open to people with an interest in the subject. The lecture rooms represent the universities themselves, and their concepts of their social function. The European model has, so to say, an added feature, and its internal relationships become: staff—general public— student−examination. The consequences of the fourth feature is something like the consequence of having a distinguished visitor in the house. The lecturer's cookery improves too. However, we are now concerned with the consequence of closed classroom door/open classroom door policies with respect to examination success.


Competition to enrol in British universities, other than London, is extremely severe. With exclusive admission policy and exclusive study regulations a high pass-fail ratio is to be expected. Conversely, in universities with easy admission and open-door study facilities one can expect a lower pass:fail ratio. In countries with large scale unemployment, easy admission to university and even a 1:1 pass:fail ratio are simultaneously possible only by lowering the value of the degrees, a measure not in the students' long term interest. New Zealand again falls in between. It manages to have a liberal admission policy, but shuts its classroom doors to non-examination oriented people, and it has a high pass:fail ratio. One guesses that, so far, opportunity for immediate well paid employment has kept away those without a definite bent for academic study.


In all countries there is strong criticism of the role of the universities in the country. In Britain there is much concern over the small proportion of its people to have been to a university. British universities certainly serve their students while they are there; but it seems to be assumed that even their students' interest in university teaching is terminated with graduation. In the European university patern, the teacher is not so concerned with "his" students and their personal success and failure; and a university is not an agglomeration of self-contained study groups. It is more a municipal asset, in which examinations have a smaller place than elsewhere.
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Criticisms of examinations


It is easy, and proper, to criticise examinations. Peacock's 100-year-old indictment ("Gryll Grange") is lively, still up-to-date; and, exceptionally on this subject, will written. One telling criticism is that in actual examinations the tested knowledge is often irrelevant to the professional work which the candidate may, by virture of his success, be "qualified" to perform. Another is that otherwise competent people fail examinations; and that otherwise incompetent people pass them. I would add the criticism that the usual 50% pass mark has a depressing effect on the teaching of many subjects.


One can summon less sympathy with the idea that luck should not figure in an examination, or that examination is somehow unfair because it is an ordeal to nervous candidates. Luck is a feature of life; life is not exempt from ordeals; it is a fact that some "rise to the occasion" while others do not: carping here is grumbling about life itself.


One criticism of New Zealand examinations is worth study: it is that they are predominantly written. There is a simple historical reason for this: until the 1940s, final degree papers being assessed in London were necessarily written. British provincial universities and many universities in Africa and India, for the very same reason, now have traditions of assessment of students' written performance; and of course London University itself has this tradition. Other British universities, like many European universities, rely mainly on oral examination. In some ways, oral examination is more searching. A stranger on the spot may discover weaknesses which an assessor might be able to guess from written answer but not be certain of, and not he able to check. On the other hand, the examiner, by helpful 
[
unclear: intervention] can save a candidate who was embarking on one of the long irrelevancies which squander so many marks in written examinations.


For many occupations, a qualification gained by writing may represent what is required. For many occupations, a qualification gained by speaking is more relevant. The form of the examination sets the form of the preparation for the examination, and it is possible that a professional class of relatively inarticulate people is the price we pay for our written examination tradition.
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Real importance of the examination


Sensible criticism is always in season and, who knows, may have effect, but how important in itself is the passing and failing of examinations?


A few statements of the obvious might be helpful here too. In the first place, failure is less serious when a student may repeat the examination. Secondly, the failed student is less afflicted by a sense of his failure if he is one of a fair number. Third, the more arbitrary an examination, and the more open to criticism, the smaller the "disgrace" of failure. In the fourth place, the failed student is made to feel his "inadequacy" when the "waste of time" (and money) theme is current. A final statement of the obvious is that staff attitude is largely responsible for the students' attitude to passing and failing. Over concern at students' failing is an unnecessary unkindness: it would surely be more considerate to set the importance of the examination itself in a realistic perspective. And, of course, the worth of a person is not indicated by examination performance. Whether a person passes or fails or what grade he has is interesting, but should neither be nor seem to be very important. Not for staff, for whom it is university work that matters. Certainly not for students, who do themselves an obvious disservice by magnifying the consequence of an essentially unimportant occurrence.
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Teacher or judge


After an examination, one sometimes hears staff complaint over (A) who has done better than he should and (B) who has done worse. I am not here concerned with the point that examination is a salutary corrective to staff impressions, but with the status of such impressions. Most 'abolitionists" seem to think that "Term work" would be a more reliable indication of a student's worth, presumably because there is more of it and it is produced in more realistic surroundings. This may be correct, and it may not, but it implies that one function of university staff is the judging of students. I think staff should pause before accepting this, and that students should pause before urging it on their teachers. A judge's impartiality costs effort, and is infrequently achieved by professionals. In many subjects, to mark the twelfth piece of work with the same frame of mind as the first is not possible, and a serious attempt would exact more effort than the pieces of work are themselves worth. Some secondary schools do have a number of self-important staff with an exaggerated opinion of the value of concocted assignments and their "fair" assesment. Surely a university teacher's job, at least, is to teach, not sit in judgment.


A secondary but practical aspect of the assessment responsibility is precisely the risk of squandering teaching time. When "test" are set mainly for the sake of list of marks for each student the risk is high. (A "test" 
[
unclear: can] of course, be a planned part of a teaching programme and can itself teach: the importance a lecturer gives to the teaching element may often be gauged by the time he spends "going over" the work with his students.)


Some staff, as well as students, are sceptical about the judgement there already is. Hearing recently of the failure of a student in a subject II had assumed passed, I asked what had happened. "No," I was corrected. "I would have 
passed, of course, but I wasn't given "Terms". They say Z at the first lecture of the year always picks on two or three students as the ones who intend to cause mischief−and these student can thereafter never do a right thing." This allegation may and may not be founded, but it should not be possible. 
[
unclear: "Terms"] already prejudice staff-student relations in my opinion., further assessment responsibility would be an intolerable imposition.


Staff who prize the British tradition of tutor and small group of students, with personal contact opening the students' minds, give little importance to examinations. Staff who esteem the European tradition and trust in the values of scholarship to open the students' minds give little importance to examinations. Many of both groups wish to maintain the role of the examination because it is not important and because any replacement, though equally unimportant, would divert staff effort from its primary function to a trivial and incidental one.


New Zealand students conscious of student interests both now and after graduation realise that examination is to their advantage. Statistics, elements of chance and pusillanimous grievances of all kinds have to be seen in relation to the 
first function of examinations— which is to judge, not the student or his merit, but a particular performance; to judge it anonymously, without bias, partiality or personal preconceptions of any sort. We may, and should, try to ensure that the examination fulfils its purpose as well as its function, that the performance indeed indicates the general quality and ability of the candidates; and criticism of the gap here is constructive.


I have hoped to show that university examinations are one element in a set of relation ships, that they protect the student, that they ought not to be a major consideraion in any universiy tradition, that substituting staff judgment would be uniwise. New Zealand universities are not irrevocably fixed in particular traditions: there is real usefulness to knowledge of the variety of contemporary types of university.



H. V. George is the head of the English Language Institute.
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You of the petit-bourgeois— — En Garde!







You of the petit-bourgeois— 


En Garde!


by Niel Wright




[image: Niel Wright]



God help the middle-class. God help the Establishment. That is all I can say. With the Minister of Finance, Mr Muldoon, playing the role of enemy within, I can see little hope for the bourgeoise in New Zealand.


Doesn't Mr Muldoon realise what he is doing in attacking University subjects such as Political Science, English, Philosophy, Sociology, Psychology, Anthropology, History? What he is doing is undermining the teaching of middle-class ideology in the community.


Mr Muldoon is right in supposing that such subjects as those above have no useful function in the economic process. History doesn't make our milk richer. Philosophy doesn't make our wool finer. We could scrap all these subjects and our agriculture, industry and technology would be just as good as they are now.


But Mr Muldoon is wrong if he overlooks the vital role of those subjects in our community. I am sure Mr Muldoon thinks New Zealand is, or should be, a middle-class society, with conservative politics, liberal economics, and a traditional culture. If this is what he thinks, why does he want to abolish the subjects at University which are loyally fostering such values?


It is well said that all political scientists are conservatives. Then by eliminating Political Science, Mr Muldoon eliminates a bulwark of his own side. It is fair to say that Political Science alone keeps alive the ideas of such middle-class ideologues as Locke, de Tocqueville, J. S. Mill, Bentham, Burke. These are the political thinkers whose tradition Mr Muldoon claims to uphold in his political activities, why then must he dispense with the consideration of their works at University? This is a strange way to show one's allegiance to a middle-class ideology


There are plenty of people besides Mr Muldoon who think such political thinkers as those mentioned should be scrapped. But these people are 
Communists. Why then does Mr Muldoon side with the Communists in the dirty work of undermining the political traditions of Western democracy?


Mr Muldoon should be thankful that political scientists do continue to leach the ideas of the great thinkers of his own party.


But Mr Muldoon is not thankful. He thinks such teaching is a waste of time. He thinks the teaching of the ideology of his own party a waste of time.


Mr Muldoon is doing the work of his own enemies, the Communists. How they must rejoice when they see him destroying the very system which he claims to be upholding.


What holds for Political Science also holds for the other subjects under attack by Mr Muldoon.


Philosophy, for instance, does not teach Marxism and the dialectic. If it did, we might understand Mr Muldoon's hostility. Instead, it teaches Aristotelianism and formal logic, the philosophy of the conservative, static mind. This is exactly the philosophy of Mr Muldoon's own mind, and exactly the philosophy of which his own thinking is so remarkable an example. Then why does Mr Muldoon wish to do away with Philosophy at University? The philosophers have served Mr Muldoon's party long and faithfully. Why must their reward be a treacherous betrayal?


English literature is the finest flower of the British middle-class. Why does Mr. Muldoon want to do away with the literature and glory of his own class? There is no need for him to be ashamed of it. It is literature which proletarians and Marxists respect and admire. Why must Mr Muldoon seek to destroy works of the middle-class that not even Communists wish to destroy? It makes Mr Muldoon seem a worse enemy of the middle-class than the professed enemies of that class.


Who does not know the History is the history of the triumph of the middle-class? But Mr. Muldoon wants to suppress that history. Why?


As for Psychology, it is well known that the Psychology taught is Western Psychology, the psychology of the individual, not the Psychology in favour behind the iron curtain. Why must Mr Muldoon cast his vote again the thinking of the West?


Mr Muldoon's dislike of Sociology and Anthropology is more readily understood. Alter all, Sociology was invented by Marx, and may not yet have urged itself completely from Marxian errors. It would seem that Mr Muldoon is consistent with his own viewpoint in attacking Sociology. If so, then this is the only time Mr Muldoon is so in his attacks. As for Anthropology, it is obvious that a science which holds Mr Muldoon a 
Naked Ape has no right to exist in a free society.


In view of the foregoing, the conclusion seems inescapable that Mr Muldoon is the enemy of the side which he professes to support. This conclusion is borne out by other aspects of Mr Muldoon's policies, such as his curbing of enterprising businessmen and his harshness towards small businesses.


Mr Muldoon wants to cut out of the University just those subjects which foster a middle-class ideology. He also wants to cut down the numbers coming to University.


But does Mr Muldoon not realise that by these cuts he makes the University less congenial to middle-class people on one hand and possibly a closed area to lower-class people? It is the lower class people who are excluded under a selective system of admission to the Universities, since they are usually less well prepared by their background to meet University requirements. But is it good to exclude these students? The exclusion of lower-class people from the University merely means that a chance to indoctrinate and brainwash the brighter proletarians is lost. Can we afford this loss? Can we risk turning our proletarians into revolutionaries because we cannot afford to give them a middle-class education? Nothing is surer than that the 
Communists in our midst 
will give our lower-class people that education which Mr Muldoon seems eager to see denied them. Is that the kind of education you want our lower-class people tohave. Mr Muldoon? For God's sake, let us have them here in the University and let us subject them to our middle-class subjects.


But Mr Muldoon would eliminate just those middle-class subjects that could influence the lower-class student to his good.


By eliminating such subjects Mr Muldoon would likewise make it harder for middle-class students to complete degrees. Mr Muldoon's policy would likely enough mean that the middle-class element among students decreased. It would decrease because fewer middle-class people want to do the practical sciences, which after all do smack of the soil rather much.


With the decrease of middle-clas numbers, two consequences might appear. First, the student body might come to have a majority of hot-headed radicals, bent on riot and revolution. Second, the University as a whole might become increasingly proletarian in outlook, when the majority of students were bright students from lower-class backgrounds who have won their way into the University by gaining high marks in the practical subjects which Mr Muldoon preferes, for it is just in such subjects that the bright proletarian schoolboy can score well and so outshine the middle-class schoolboy who is more interested and more talented in the genteeler subjects.


It seems then that Mr Muldoon's policies must lead to the eclipse of the middle-class by the lower classes. God help us all.



Niel Wright is a lecturer in the English Department.
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March 19, 1969


Opinions expressed in 
Salient are not necessarily those of VUWSA.






Small numbers, your business


Two gaily uninformed correspondents in this week's letter column, introduce by implication in their offering, a couple of factors which need discussing.


The letter to which I refer abuses the Publications Board for being able to muster only seven members at a recent meeting.


The attitude of these two, towards the Committee is one of privileged criticism because of lack of involvement.


The fact that there were only seven at that meeting and it requires little effort to see how extensive this is as much an indictment of those two correspondents as it is of the rest of the student body.


The procedure for joining a sub-committ of Executives is quite simple. A form can be found at the Students Association Office which goes through Executive, almost automatically, which entitles the student to full voting and speaking rights.


The amount of business transacted before an almost irrelevantly small number of students is downright appalling. Witness a Sports Committee meeting on 9th December 1968. There were three members present, none of them the Sports Officer, this years or last years. The minutes of two previous meetings were read and confirmed, the Cricket Club was paid $680 (subject to 3 provisions); a creditor of the Basketball Hub was paid $55, and to cap it off, two of the members present appointed themselves, together with the Treasurer of the Students Association, signatories to the VUW Sports Club Account. To compound the situation, it was made retrospective to the 25th of the preceding month.


Why? Why retrospective is the first question.


Why could this business be transacted and yet remain constitutional. To think that four members of the Pooh Club could have attended and outvoted them on every issue seriously needs deliberating about.


The committee system and the chairmen who are supoosed to encourage attendance need a thorough revaluation.






Reporting and presenting criticism


This week's correspondence columns contain some well-intentioned criticism of the lead story in 
Salient Two. Correspondents feel, and not without justification, that the possibility of a person losing his job; or the job being denied him in the first instance; if in fact these were the alternatives; because of views which do not flow smoothly in the mainstream (or cess pool) of social convention is unjust.


Far be it from the writer to say that it is.


The simple justification for introducing the story to be deliberated by readers was that it was news Sufficient people, upwards of thirty in fact, mentioned it to the writer, in the two months prior to publication to illustrate its potentiality in terms of news value that it deserved the significance it was accorded.


That rather nebulous phenomenon of opinion 
Salient, tries not to share its opinions save for editorials. We were reporting criticism of Mr Kelly and the Department of External Affairs, not presenting criticism ourselves.
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Prayer, Prose and Poetry with Trevor James


A bouquet for David


So at last we have the germ of a literary controversy, It is a pity that David cannot detect facetiousness in my article so he takes great exception to my remark about Argot's Tailing to 'commit' any severe breaches of propriety'. Perhaps critics ought not to be facetious−it means that their criticism is taken too seriously.


However there are quite a number of confusing features about David's objections, particularly when he starts to group the Screaming Romantics and Steaming Obscurantists' together with that vague term 'the Romantic tradition'. I wonder if David is saying−by implication, the the Romantic tradition is also concerned with obscurity, whereas modern (or contemporary−he seems to prefer the term) poetry is not? If he is saying this and I am not readily prepared to credit him with such an absurdity then he had better think again and start doing a bit of reading.


One of my objections (perhaps a naive one) is that so much of contemporary mod. sub-literati poe, sie is wrapped up in a 'private language' which the poet almost seems to be hiding behind unable to adequately communicate with anyone but himself. Poetry is not concerned with such attempts at therapeutic aesthetics. Primarily we can identify poetry as communication—of a specialised type. Admittedly modern poets have to find a viable way of expression and it may even be that this 'private language' will one day be accepted and conventionalised so that it will be capable of communication to a wider public—but to do this properly, i.e build up a convincing mythology or set of motifs, takes more genius and patience than the pubescent poetry of a student rag will readily reveal.


Again most contemporary poetry—as the student level bears the marks of being emotive rather than concerned with workmanship−this follows on from the point above, that emotive poetry is usually personal, lacking the mark of art which is the ability to transcend the level of the individual and communicate gracefully and effectively. To do this the poet is someone which very few students are, but should be, he is a craftsman, making and moulding in words, a polished artifact where all words aim to produce an affect to which the metre, imagery etc., are all parts of the poets machinery.


Again I have a feeling that student-poets are somewhat needlessly ashamed, or unaware, of their education. The whole tradition of English literature is crammed full of examples of poetry from which we can profit. The tradition of Marvell, of Spenser, Poet and Arnold gives numerous and different examples of how to use language which, while we must use our own way, teaches something of the skills necessary to poetry There is no reason why we should not copy other, and ultra-trad styles—simply to discover something of the skills necessary for our own writing. To be able to be a truly original poet is not something which we are going to be able to fall upon by chance−but is a quality of genus which will have to be earned by hard work and endurance.


As regards Argot−I think it good, but the poetry there could still try to make the leap from the concrete to the abstract more convincing. All the poet's ideas and moralising must flow naturally from the poem, not seeming stuck on or utterly incommunicable to anyone except those who are 'tuned in' on the poet's 'wave-length'.


As far as I'm concerned about David's criticism of 'A Sonnet' his is quite right, but surely he can recognise a conscious attempt to copy a particular style, and perhaps he might even realise that such An attempt is no more than an academic exercise. Perhaps he can't but then Ginsburg didn't copy Shakespeare did he?
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This poem below is by an anonymous young young woman (as least I think, suspect, hope (?) its' a woman) who signed herself 'E.P.' and observed that she didn't think I would publish it. Well I don't really know what to make of 'From Elizabeth'. It may be genius or something quite different, but I think I have come to like it very much. I'm not going to attempt any criticism of it but I am inviting, and will welcome, any readers criticism. Perhaps 'E.P.' will reveal herself—.




From 'Elizabeth'




. . . That grosbois is oak, ash, elm,



Beech, horbeche and hornbeam



But of acorns tithe shall be paid



For every lamb a penny



Time out of mind



One lira per sheep nel Tirolo



Sale must be in a place overt



Not in a backe-room



And between sun-up and sun-down



Dies solaris



Ut pena ad paucos



Metus ad omnes perveniat



Of 2 rights the more ancient preferred



Caveat emptor




Horsfaire from 10 of the block before



Noon



Until sunset



And queenes dominions . . .




−E.P.




Inscription On My Tombstone




At last I have become detached



From every single natural thing



Now I can die without sin



And what no one has ever touched



I have touched and felt is too



I have examined everything



That no one can at all imagine



I have weighed and weighed again



Even imponderable life



I can die and smile as well




−
William A.




Hunting Horns




Our past is noble and tragic



Like the mask of a tyrant



No trick of chance or of magic



Nothing quite insignificant



Makes our love seem pitiful



And Thomas de Quincey drinking his



Sweet and chaste and poisoned glass



Dreaming went to see his Ann



Let us since all passes pass



1 shall look hack only too often



Memories are hunting horns



Whose sound dies among the wind




−
William A.
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Semi-detached Suburban



Jan Walker




Janet Frame: The Rainbirds, a novel published by Pegasus, Christchurch. Price $2.75.
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Janet Frame





All Of Janet Frame's books are written from "inside" the characters presented. Sometimes the identification process is more direct and the personalisation of character is very strong and in some of her books such as 
The Adaptable Man and 
The Rainbirds Miss Frame attempts to throw off her own domination of the characters and give them a separate existence of their own. Excellent as this method would seem to be, Janet Frame by deserting her characters tends at the same time to leave them as rather lifeless, colourless boring people and it is difficult for the reader to feel any sympathy with the characters outside the immediate confines of the plot.


The Rainbirds are a family of four New Zealanders, Godfrey the man having emigrated from England in search of sun and a "new life" in the colonies. He is knocked down by a car one evening and taken as dead to hospital. He wakes up from an unrecognised coma in the hospital mortuary to find that sufficient time has elapsed for funeral preparations to be well advanced and that his family is alreday beginning to adapt to his "death".


The traditional trappings of mourning have been unearthed, his clothes given away, his coffin prepared, his family enveloped in the comfortable warmth of sympathy. His sister Lynley has travelled from England to be at his "funeral" and to recover and relate the memories of her earlier life with Godfrey.


He returns to his Family eager to continue his life, but for his family the reintroduction is difficult and Godfrey's guilt grows as he lingers on his experience and his enthusiasm for life diminishes. He has become an oddity, a "handicapped" person, a modern Lazarus, a constant reminder to everyone of their ultimate destiny. He loses his job, his children, his friends and ultimately his wife.


But from the beginning it is impossible to feel much concern for the Firebirds— they are probably not supposed to be likeable. The two children never really become personalities in their own right. In fact it makes little difference which of them is speaking because they both say the same things. They are children concerned with the things of childhood and their final destinations when the family breaks up—the welfare home and being boarded out with Aunt Lynley, which seem quite reasonable solutions though no blame for the forgone events can be attributed to the children.


Beatrice, the wife, has been summed up by the author well in advance of the events in the plot. She is an amalgamation of all thinge—selfish, shallow, kindhearted, womanly, concerned with convention, her house, her husband, her children—in fact never unusual or particularly interesting. Her reactions to her husband's homecoming are normal—kindness, protectiveness, annoyance.


Godfrey, immigrant, travel clerk, husband, father, good neighbour, has been absorbed into the New Zealand quarter-acre section, sun, scenery, beaches, clubs, suburbs. His "rebirth" opens his eyes to the limits of his environment but with his rejection and his own apathy and total involvement in himself the external environment comes to mean nothing and his having conditions and relationships very little.


Lynley his sister is probably the most interesting of the characters. She has the external features of one of Janet Frame's more promising characters such as Malfred Signal in 
A State of Seige. She is middle-aged, undeniably lonely, and finds the adjustment to the New Zealand situation as difficult as her readjustment to the adult Godfrey. She leaves the house when she realises her presence is unrequired and unwanted and her shift to Auckland would seem to spell the end to her relationships with Godfrey the man, who she tends to separate from Godfrey the child.


The novel begins slowly so that we can absorbs the domestic suburban situation and speedily closes with the complete break up of same. Since the plot is slight the author relies mostly on the visible and psychological reactions of the characters to convey to us the physical and mental rises and falls of the family group and the individuals composing it. There are several lengthy pieces of dialogue where every spoken sentence is reinterpreted by the speaker and sometimes by the listener(s). Janet Frame's concern with detail and language is as great as ever but this cannot make up for the general dullness and dissatisfaction the reader feels about the book. It is as if Janet Frame has deliberately refused us access to the real "inside" of the subjects' minds and her non-involvement with them has given her power to describe their actions, feelings and thoughts but lacking the unity of interpretaion has left them as one-dimensional figures.


Miss Frame wrote this book while on a Robert Burns Fellowship in Dunedin and she has taken full advantage of her time there to explore and upturn Dunedin city for us. The rather distracting shorthand form and brevity in which the book is written encompass the reader in the surroundings, but alienates him from the characters. I found none of the black humour of the style adopted by some present day writers, but a novel full of weariness, full of pathos, full of apathy and self-interests; but not unhappily as full of the rich Janet Frame, emotional and intellectual involvement so many of her novels have lead us to expect.
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Reviving B.O.P.


Rex Benson
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Where Eagles Dare is a veritable compendium of Boys' Own Paper cliches. Of course the B.O.P. bit is a cliche too, a critical bromide that I usually avoid. But how else to describe the plots and feats of fantastic ingenuity, the daring teats of heroism, and the generally incredible succession of events that takes place on the screen?


Richard Burton, whose upper lip is in danger of becoming fossilised, leads a heavy-lidded Clint Eastwood into the jaws of hell, to find a motley collection of posturing generals (mitt mock accents), a sinister but impressive Gestapo agent, and a vast array of German soldiers equipped with bullets made, it seems, of something less than putty. Eastwood exceeds even the excesses of his Italian westerns and knifes, zaps, shoots, chops, and otherwise mangles an unprecedented number of carefully selected victims. Burton's role is more subdued. He flirts with a couple of female conspirators, and generates some excitement with a few turgid and well-mouthed speeches designed to arouse in his captors (and the audience) doubts as to how many doubles precede his agent, if you know what I mean. Much more of this sort of thing and Burton's pock-marked face and impeccable delivery could become very tiresome indeed.


To disclose more of the film's treasures to prospective viewers. I would mention the rich vein of cranulous dialogue. Choice sample: Burton to Wymark, who has been found out and is about to be caned—"We know all about you.


"Well, I guess I have no cards left to play."


"No you haven't."


"What lies ahead of me?"


"The hangman's noose."


"(gulp) Is there no other way?"


"There is (pause), if you're prepared to take it."


Wymark, freely perspiring, nobly precipitates himself to God, 5000 feet below


This riotous piece was ably, and at times imaginatively directed by Brian G. Hutton, a talented young man who entered the lists a few years ago with a sensitive film about adolescent lovers on the run, entitled 
Wild Seed. This present tortured narrative, despite one or two good frames, pays no respects to his undoubted potential.


One film of unusual excellence has passed through Wellington recently. 
Lolita, conceived by Nabokov and nurtured by that budding genius Stanley Kubrick, is a powerful piece of cinema. Some critics have denied Kubrick the accoclade of greatness by referring to his apparent lack of "personal style". This sort of nonsense, often seen in 
Sight and Sound, ignores the fact that many directors have this quality yet consistently make bad films. Kubrick employs whatever style best suits his subject, and one can see this when comparing 
Lolita with 
Paths of Glory, Strangelove, Spartacus or 
Space Odyssey. Yet all these films bear his imprint in one way or another, whether through the choice of themes, the writing, or his handling of the actors. The visual style may never be recognisably Kubrick, but it is always recognisably superb.


Is 
Lolita a faithful rendition of the novel? The question interests me not one jot, and is thus disposed of. What interests and astonishes me is the juxtaposition of humour (even farce) and tragedy in this film, the way the personal idosyncraicies of Mason, Sellers and Shelley Winters are exploited, and the way in which Kubrick takes what seems to be at first sight a rambling collection of loose ends and distills from it a coherent whole of inexorable impact. The acting throughout, especially by Mason ("his face gloats in a rotting smile"), is excellent. the photography crisp and appropriate, and the music by Nelson Riddle, although apparently a pastiche of schmaltz, perfectly suited to the decadent, almost perverted atmosphere that pervades the film. Kubrick deserves an issue of 
Salient to himself, and if his upcoming 
Nanoleon is any better than 
Space Odyssey he'll have one
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Un-American Dreams



Nevil Gibson




Norman Mailer: Armies Of The Night: History as a novel; The novel as History. Miami And The Seige of Chicago. Weidenfeld and Nicolson. 36s. and 30s. (U.K. price).
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Mailer . . . pugilist





The Literary graph of Norman Mailer's career rocketed from to the heights of fame when his first novel, 
The Naked And The Dead, was published in the early 1950s Like many new -boys on the writing scene prediction for the future limited themselves to an enthusiastic "promising" notice. Pundits would then watch, axes sharpened, to cut yet another novelist down when his second appeared. Mailer's war novel was popular, as was James Jones's 
From Here To Eterinity because the demand and taste of the time was for realism about war, expressing a general disillusionment with the patriotic overtones and emotional scars left in the wake of social upheaval.


Mailer's second novel, however, con-founded the critics and public alike. 
Barbary Shore was an outstanding if sometimes obscure political novel in which Mailer sought to examine the American thiries generation in terms of a "plague of your houses" stance toward the Cold War. A Trotskyist figured largely in the novel and much of it consisted of highly wrought, closely meshed discussion on the role of revolution in the post-war period. Mailer was on the outer of the literary scene, almost forgotten as the tarnished golden boy who had made good but failed. One suspects political (or apolitical) motives overrode literary—a reluctance to judge political and literary content as one.


The same reaction faced Mailer when he turned to journalism as a founder of the 
Village Voice. During his long stint he also wrote a Hollywood novel, 
The Deer Park, again all but ignored and spurned. Mailer's subjectivism had by then totally subsumed his novelistic tendencies.



Advertisements For Myself was just that: anecdotes, sustained pieces, self-criticism, self-adulation and hard knocks for other Writers ("Talent in the room"). Mailer's combined pugilistic and literistic skills enabled him to keep fighting when everyone else had counted him out.


In the sixties Mailer followed up 
Advertisements with a growing fascination with political activism. Assigned as a journalist he covered all major political conventions and presidential elections in this decade. 
The Presidential Papers aligned Mailer with the New Frontier of President Kennedy; the new hope for the future. Mailer soon recognised the limitations of these hopes, Instead he formulated an"existential" attitude to politics: the polities of experience, of activism, of the doing not, the being. Political man must act to prove his existance is not unnecessary, buried beneath the morass of the jungle power struggle. He exemplied his example by standing for the mayoralty of New York, losing handsomely.


Almost settled as a journalist Mailer then produced an angry novel a part of which was dashed off every month for 
Esquire, resurrecting the immediacy of writing and publication that Dickens excelled at. An 
American Dream is a pathological paranoid, and disturbing novel in which the hero commits murder and, legally, gets away with it His retribution comes, however, in a different form. The hero (an inadequate but operative term). Stephen Rojack, is yet another impersonation of Mailer. The dream is of violence, of self-justification, of coming to grips with reality. As a novel it was a moderate bestseller, and again divided critics into straight out haters and lovers. Mailer had found his niche; he had either burned himself, if out, as some thought, or he-had demonstrated his genius once again.


Since then Mailer has produced four more books, none of which are yet available in paperback, though all his others are in one or more editions. One, 
Why Are We In Vietnam?, a novel, has been banned in Australia and has yet o make its appearance here (or in England) though it was published in America two year ago.


His two most recent books, 
Armies of the Night and 
Miami And The Siege of Chicago, are both sustained pieces of journalism-cum-literature. The first tells of the famous March on Washington in 1967 in which Mailer himself was arrested outside the White House.


The book is divided into two parts: Mailer's own account as seen by Mailer, and a straight version of the March, the events and its background. His attitudes, ideas and feelings are compounded in the second book on the 1968 presidential election. At Miami Mailer attended (surrepticiously) the Republican Convention where Nixon had no challenger and lesser hope. Mailer was not impressed: his picture of Nixon makes sober eading in light of the eventual outcome of the elections. Miami was all business, no mucking around, no violence The Gentlemans Agreement dominated the proceedings in a party which had tasted defeat for long, had lost its Goldwater messianism and had settled for the machine, which Nixon had had tied up for two or three years.


Chicago was a different matter. Mailer arrived shortly after hearing of Bobby Kennedy's assassination. Up till then Mailer was backing Kennedy—deeply suspicious of McCarthy's ability and attitudes he later warmed to him when the Kennedy aura disappeared. For Mailer Chicago was a traumatic time. Mayor Daly's city was under seige. Mailer saw no point in the convention he saw the polities really happening outside, in the streets. This became Mailer's haunt. Suspicious though he was of the young revolutionaries, he couldn't act other than the way in which they did
. Theirs was the way of the huture: he himself was idolised by them.


In these two journalistic treatises Mailer hasp roven himself to be in the forecourt of American literature as it has been accepted: activist committed, subjectivist and topical. God knows when he finds time to write but write he does in a way the more studious and less able envy, His unerasing energy has lately been turned to films, one hopes that as we are unlikely to see them here we will not be deprived of more of the written word
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One-Man Band



Jan Walker


The works of "Graham" are at present on display at the Dunhill Cultural Foundation in the Display Center. "Graham" is a housewife and mother and a self-aught artist who paints enthusiastically and sculptures in unfired clay which she has called "cotta-ware". Her paintings arc many and varied, wide in subject matter and syle, but in fact so much so that they appear to be dashed off rather hastily without apparant involvement in their construction.


Her pictures are one dimensional in content, never rise off the canvas, never tremble with the frustraion and energy of the artist. Her few landscapes, 
Brodies Creek, Bridal Veil, Sandy Beach etc, are bright with colour and as impersonal as naval posters. Her animal pictures are like 
Life colour supplements, a trumpeting elephant, a hovering bird, a duck among the willows—very pretty and cleanly executed but never exciting.


It is difficult to feel involvement in her series of "serious" paintings, for example, 
Shades of Buchenwald, Voodoo. The twisted shapes are there but the life, the torture of the forms and faces is missing. This twisted form is carried over to her sculpture and the same intensity seems to be lacking. The figures 
Biafran Refugee, Black Beauty, Chief Mourner are interesting but unconvincing.


Her figure paintings and several sepiatone portraits, hold more promise in their smoothness and essential simplicity "Graham" brings in the rock-drawing characteristics of native art, lavishness of Eastern cultures and still ends up with some interesting combination of her own.


"Graham" is an enthusiastic amateur and as such, like Peter McIntyre, will be received most encouragingly in New Zealand


Across, the road at the Bett-Duncan Studio Gallery, 147 Cuba Street, there is an exhibition of the works of John Middleditch. Middleditch is a professional sculptor, his work is studied, his execution exact, his drawings and sculptures welded with intellectual understanding of form and completeness of expression.


He is a sensualist and his drawings and sculptures break again and again into a slow wave of melting forms. He is at present working in bronze. His work with cylinders complements the smoothness of the basins, the pelvises and the planes of his smoothly controlled line. His series of drawings of of twinned nudes is abstracted in the two pieces called 
Two Forms. In these there is also the unity of a spiralling shell, of falling autumn leaves, of balance and delicacy of pivotting dancers.


His work is not without humour. The largest piece 
Armoured Presence suggests both the might and absurdity of authority, the armoured protected tortoise body and the vulnerable head—the threatened force and the small brain directing it.


His drawings of nudes on clouds, rolling, turning and also angular with thrusting bodies. His sculptures transform both the angular and rounded into objects of flight, smoothed, clean, falling, sensualiously opening forms, technological beauty and hardened resistance.


Middleditch moulds his works, lives them and is executed by them. This exhibition will continue until March 28.


• • •


An exhibition of prints by Don Driver will open tonight at the Peter McLeavey Gallery, 147 Cuba Street.


Don Driver was born at Hastings in 1930 and now lives in New Plymouth, His work is represented in private collections in England. France and the United States and in the collections of the Auckland City Art Gallery and the Napier Art Gallery.
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[call for literary work]






The literary pages exist as far as I'm concerned to encourage people to write and think in creative terms. We need literary copy, poems, photos, drawings etc. urgently. Send them in clearly labelled with the name of the contributor and addressed to the Literary Editor—Trevor James.
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Around the clubs



Ian Stockwell, Sports Editor





Touche



Fencing has come a long way. It has developed from an ancient an of self-defence into an exhilarating modern sport.


Fencing produces flashing reflexes and springing agility, but still lets you relax and enjoy yourself.


But it's no use just watching? come along and join the VUW Swords Club.


Victoria last year at Winter Tournament in the fencing competition was one of the leading universities. This year the results should be even better.


Meetings are held in the gym on Wednesday nights from 8 p m. on.


Beginners are very welcome. For more information phone Roger Hayman, 45-309, or Richard Clarke, 13 City View Grove, Lower Hutt, at 697-783.


• •







Harriers



This cross country club meets every Saturday afternoon during the second half of the first term and right through to the third term.


It is not only competitive, but also social, and it caters for all types of runners.


The club is mixed to encourage women runners (Victoria did well at Winter Tournament last year and two of its members were placed in the NZU team.


The A.G.M. is to be held in the Women's Common Room, Tuesday, 18 November, commencing at 7 p.m.


For further information contact Chris Corry, telephone 46788 (home). 41-473 (business).









Sport Page




Salient wants the results of all local sporting activities in which Victoria teams take part for publication in the form of a table showing the result, the oppositing team and position on the competition ladder.



Presidents and secretaries of the various clubs should send results and reports of club activities to 
Salient's sports editor, lan Stockwell.



If possible, advance notice should be given of sporting functions which could be of interest. It could be arranged for a 
Salient photographer to be present.




Salient can also process film taken by other people of sporting events which could be of interest to readers.



The sports page should be a reflection of sport at Victoria, so give it 
Your support.
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From the 
Gym


Intramural competition results for first week :




Badminton - Monday 10 March:


English v. Zoology (Won) 5-3; Glenmore v. Staff (won) 8-0; Eng. Lang. Inst, (won) v. Philosophy 5-3; Geology (won) v. Chemistry 5-3.



Tuesday 11 March:


History v. Indonesia (won) 4-4; Biochem. v. Q.A. (drawn) Helen Lowry v. Education (drawn); 2 + 2 v. Maths (won) 5-3.




Soccer — Wednesday 12 March:


Taita (won) v. Law Staff 2-1: Law v. Tawa (won) 3-2: Scots v. St. Pats (won) 1-0: Fiji v. Samoa St. (won) 6-3: Weir (nudgers) v. Treasury (won) default; Lower Hutt City v. Geography (won) 6-1: Weir (All Stars) v Johnsonvilla (won) 3-0.




Basketball — Thursday) 13 
March:


All Stars v. Economics (won) default; Nelson v. Stall (won); Helen Lowry v. Chemistry (won) 34-4; Rudman House v. Hangtaugh (won) 64-2.



First term classes in the Gym.



The following times:




Trampolining: Tues. 10ginners).


11 Wed.2-3, Thurs. 2-3 (be-




Badminton Lessons:


Mon. 2-3. Fri. 11-12.




Gymnastics: Mon. 5-6, Wed, 2-3.




Golf Lesson; Tues. 3-4.




Fitness Training For Men: Thurs. 6-7.




Archery Outside): Fri. 1112.




Dance Room Classes Include: Keep Fit: Tues. 4-5. Wed. 12-1.




Modern Dance: Tues. 6-8, Wed 1-2. Thurs. 1-2.




Ballroom Dance: Mon. 10-11. 11-12. Tues. 5-6, Thurs.




Yoga: Fri. 12-1.




Ballet: Mon 2-3.




Yoga: Fri. 12-1.




Ballet: Mon, 2-3.




Figure Trimming: Fri. 1-2.




Folk Dancing: Tues. 8 p.m.



Individual programmes—for both men and women students will be arranged by the Physical Welfare staff (e.g., weight training, keep fit, figure trimming, remedial exercises).


These programme will be planned to suit individual needs —for students who need particular attention or who are unable to attend classes through timetable clashes.
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Entertaining with chicken on a budget


By 
Rosemary Dempsey






Entertaining, be it for a twosome a dinner party, or a group outing, is an enjoyable part of student life.


In the case of a dinner party, one of the most often-asked questions is "What shall I serve, and how much will it cost me?"


An answer can be given in one word?"Chicken-little".


Chicken is the ideal dish for entertaining, and, important for the budgetminded, it is both economical and adaptable.


When cooked with onions, garlic, tomatoes and peppers and surrounded by rice, it goes a lot further and makes a delicious nad colourful dish which would grace any table.


The success of any party depends as much on good organisation as the food served.


A mere fifteen minutes spent working out the guest list, menu and shopping list two days beforehand, and a "work" list made out for the day, will make all the difference to the evening.


The relaxed host or hostess who isn't plagued with too many last minute details can lavish attention on guests, assuring success.


A menu which can be either prepared in advance, or left in the oven to cook unattended is ideal for the occasion.


This menu will give you a guide to the most suitable type of food.


The main course and dessert are oven-cooked, while the appetiser and salad ingredients are prepared in advance, and "assembled" just before serving.




Menu


Fruit Appetiser


Chicken Provencal Rice Green Salad


Baked apples with walnuts and raisins


Coffee (Serves 4)




Fruit Appetiser:


Peel a ripe melon and cut into cubes. Arrange in well chilled grapefruit glasses and sprinkle with finery chopped crystallised ginger and a little lemon juice,


or


Marinate pineapple cubes in French dressing to which toasted sesame seeds have been added and serve on a lettuce leaf.







Cooking




Chicken Provencal:


1 3 Ib Tegel meat chicken, no. 7.


2 onions


2 green and red peppers


1 Ib skinned and quartered tomatoes


1 clove garlic, crushed butter, seasoning


½ pint chicken stosk


Joint the chicken and roll in seasoned flour. Fry in butter until golden brown.


Remove from pan and keep warm, Add more butter to the pan and fry first the sliced oniohs and garlic and then the peppers. Arrange in a casserole together with the chicken. Put a tablespoon of flour in the pan and when all the remaining fat is absorbed, add hot chicken stock (made from the chicken giblets).


Stir well and when the stock thickens, pour it over the Chicken and vegetables, put the lid on the casserole and place it in a moderate oven at 350°F for about 1 1/2(hours. Add the tomatoes and a little more stock if necessary. Taste for seasoning.




Rice:


The rice can be cooked in the oaen. Put 4 oz rice in a greased casserole, pour over 1 pint of boiling water, add a teaspoon of salt, put on lid and bake in the oven for 30 minutes.




Salad:


Tear a lettuce into pieces and serve with a French dressing, Sprinkle with chopped chives.




Baked Apples With Walnuts And Raisins


Wash and core four apples. Cut a ring around the outside centre of the apples. Cut off the tops and put a knob of butter in each apple. Fill walnuts and raisins, and finwith brown sugar, chopped ally top with a slice of lemon. Replace apple top. Add a tablespoon of water to the pan for each apple to prevent burning. Bake in the oven for 30 minutes.
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Maturity



All over the world we hear the strident cry of students to have their views heard and their opinions considered by the Establishment.


I rather doubt that the cartoon carried on page three of 
Salient 2 will convince anyone of student maturity.



G. W. Calver.



• A probably libellous caption was removed from the cartoon at a stage which rendered it impossible to fill the space the cartoon was filling.



Hence the latter remained.



The original meaning, in the words of the cartoonist, was bloody well totally lost.



Our apologies to G. W. Calver, Outside-Left and Fritz.—Ed.






Flickering



When will somebody fink about fixing the fckg flickering lights in LB2?



Mervyn P. Judge.






Record reviews



Your record review column is a disgrace and your reviewer is a nincompoop.


Whether he is unaware of the existence of recorded music or whether he just chooses not to acknowledge it, I don't know.


But it is time someone gave him and your paper a nudge and reminded all concerned that 
Salient purports to be a serious newspaper, and a powerful political force on campus.


It is not a "pop" paper catering for hordes of screaming teeny-boppers.


Your "critic" reviews a weird cacophany of strange noises, from the sublime (and completely tuneless) ramblings of Dave Brubeck and his piano, to the ridiculous, noisy, grating shrieks and twangs or uncouth American pop groups (most of which would be more appropriately employed ringing a small bell and crying "unclean").


Is your reviewer unaware that 1968/69 are milestones in recording history?


Deutsch Grammophon have released the complete set of Beethoven's Symphonies; and Decca intends to make available in New Zealand this year the set of Wagner "Der Ring Des Nibclung", hailed by many "
Music Critics" as the greatest achievement in recording history. (But your critic it wrapped in P. P. Arnold.)


Indeed, the only redeeming feature that prevented this half page from being a total loss was his criticism of the "Dave Clark" record, which just shows he must have some good taste.




All Letters Submitted For Publication Must Be Signed With The Writer's Own Name. No Pseudonyms Will Be Accepted Save In Exceptional Circumstances.



For this reason, the letter signed "Scott" and the letter signed "John Doe" will not be published until further identification is produced.


However, as a reviewer of music, he is a total loss, because he obviously won't review any. I do not advocate a solid black of classical records, but a balance must be maintained — after all, some students aren't juvenile.


If you choose to ignore my plea and do publish more of this tripe, could you please put it out on a roll.



Ron Pretty.






"Salient"



In Salient 1 we had the sob story about how some poor writer was chucked out of the Public Relations Office of the Wellington City Corporation for his "association" with "
Cock". (By the way, what is his association with Victoria that he should warrant front page headlines on your very first issue?)


Last week we had the smear campaign against some ex-student for voicing his opinions last year.


(That was a good way to start the article—"Criticism of the criteria employed to determine entry into the External Affairs Department has been made by Victoria University students." What students? Or was that reference to us, the students, to get you, the editor, off the hook in case P. J. Kelly decides to sue you for libel?)


If this is what we can expect from you for the remainder of 1969. (We notice too that at a recent meeting of the Publications Board, all seven of you, a motion was passed giving you "complete control over content and appearance" of 
Salient. Pity the Publications Officer wasn't there, or was it planned that way?)


We think that the best thing that could happen to 
Salient this year is that it should fold up and each student be given back his dollar.



R. W. Brookes. 
N. W. Byrch.



• Anyone with the most rudimentary knowledge of journalistic ethics would consider it contrary to those principles to have anyone but the editor exercising ultimate control over the content and appearance of a newspaper.



Who am I to apologise for the absence of the Publications Officer from the meeting, but you will be delighted to know he saw nothing irregular in the re-affirmation of a principle (conveniently listed out of context by you) which has been inherent in the Press since it was first established.



But the alternative. Do you favour control over the editor? Censorship? Executive? To remain consistent I assume you would have no objection to the Government exercising formal control over the daily press?



I reject that, and if you consider it in a little more temperate light you will too.



I would refer to the editorial for reply to the remainder of your comments.—Ed.






Opinions


May not any individual hold and express any opinion on any subject? There are, of course, some capacities?of which one is an officer in the Department of External Affairs?in which one must suppress his opinion in favour of that of the organization for which he works.


Mr. Kelly has expressed an opinion which is contrary to that of the government. Provided he in no way allows this to interfere with the effective performance of his duties, there is absolutely no reason why he should not be in his present position in the department. As we can only give Mr. Kelly the benefit of the doubt in this respect, why all this fuss?



Michel J. Norrish.






Literary page



Your literary editor Mr. James has got me a bit buggered for words. He doesn't feel bound to publish material that he considers rubbish. I'd have thought he would be a piss-poor editor if he did, and in any case who'd expect him too? The literary role of 
Salient a missionary endeavour— well Just who are the "arty" set and who says they are acceptable to common taste? What's common taste? "Art is not to be played with," says Mr. James. Agreed; but then he goes on to say I'm not quite sure what. Does he mean that it is only the artist that can attempt the unusual and bring it off? And some of Wilde's "social graces" ? how "nice" they are reputed to have been. And this "Beautific vision (beautific or beatific?), infinite in complexity but entirely beautiful in its truth", aw, tread lightly, Mr. James, in case comeone says 
Boo.



Brian Turner.


• 
It was "beatific."—T.J.
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Your literary editor Mr. James has got me a bit buggered for words. He doesn't feel bound to publish material that he considers rubbish. I'd have thought he would be a piss-poor editor if he did, and in any case who'd expect him too? The literary role of 
Salient a missionary endeavour— well Just who are the "arty" set and who says they are acceptable to common taste? What's common taste? "Art is not to be played with," says Mr. James. Agreed; but then he goes on to say I'm not quite sure what. Does he mean that it is only the artist that can attempt the unusual and bring it off? And some of Wilde's "social graces" ? how "nice" they are reputed to have been. And this "Beautific vision (beautific or beatific?), infinite in complexity but entirely beautiful in its truth", aw, tread lightly, Mr. James, in case comeone says 
Boo.



Brian Turner.


• 
It was "beatific."—T.J.
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Farish Street and 23 
Manners Street


For All Student Styles




Kelburn Butchery (1965) 
Ltd.



(M. G. ft K. G. Parkinson)


•



Choice, Tender 1st Grade Meat And Smallgoods



Ham - Bacon & Poultry Supplies




Victuallers




Reginald Collins Ltd.


Wholesale wine and spirit people. Vintners to the Students' Association. Carry stocks of all brands of ale, spirits, table wine (from 55c), sherry in flagons ($1.60) or quart bottles.



Free Delivery—Cellars located at No. 3 
Ballance Street



(Customhouse Quay end)




Daysh, Renouf & Co.



Members Wellington Stock Exchange



National Mutual Centre



Featherston Street



Tel. 70-169




Downstage Theatre Cafe



"
America Hurrah"


By Jean-Claude van Itallie



Directed and Designed by lan Mune


•



All Reservations



559-639



10 a.m. — 6 p.m.




Hotel St George




The "Seven Seas Bar"




Best In New Zealand


• Nearest to University.


• Modern, comfortable surroundings.


• Cool, bright, fresh beer on tap always.


• "Food available from our "Food" Bar", 11.45 a.m. to 2.30 p.m.


• Mixed drinking?all facilities.



Entrees, Cold Buffet, Vegetables, Hot Pies




St. George Billiard Saloon


•


Open 9 a.m. — 11 p.m.


Monday to Saturday



758-068




Sports




The Sports Depot


(Witcombe & Caldwell)



Half-Way Along Willis St.


Long-standing connection with University sport. Every one of Vic's 24 sports catered for.
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Barry & Sargent Ltd.




Opticians



118 Willis St. -Tel. 45-841




Sports




The Sports Depot


(Witcombe & Caldwell)


Long-standing connection with University sport. Every one of Vic's 24 sports catered for.




Margaret O'Connor Studio



Private Tuition Daily



Beginners only every Monday, 7—10.30 p.m.



58 Lower Cuba Street



Admission 50c



Telephone 45-818
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out side left



Yes, we did beat "Truth" to the news. Avid readers of "Outside Left" will have observed that "Truth's" lead story on Alister Taylor's financial relations with the Committee on Vietnam had been hinted at in our first column this year, and dwelt on in detail last year. So you can save yourself a year's sub to "Truth" simply by reading this space - the only real alternative to the yellow press.


• • •



Notice that History of Philosophy as a B.A. unit had been dropped by the administration this year, allegedly for lack of staff to teach it? Notice, too, that the History of Western Philosophy is being offered this year as a University Extension course? Kind of contradictory, no? Perhaps the real reason for the disappearance of the unit was that the people teaching the unit couldn't be persuaded to lower their standards sufficiently to allow the normal 60-70%. pass rate.


• • •



Which, by progression of ideas (sometimes known as logic) brings us to point out that the Muldoon anti-university campaign must already have the effect of lowering academic standards in a not-so-obvious way - that university authorities will be scared to fail too many students for any unit, no matter how justified this may be, because the failure rate will be used as political blackmail against them. But, of course, you can't really expect Stud. Ass. to object to this-it has a rested interest in lower academic standards.


• • •



Is the Head of the Security Police above politics? While I haven't noticed law-students rushing round discussing this fine point of constitutional law, it would seem to me that this personage should at any rate avoid too close association with foreign powers, if only because part of his job is supposed to be stopping other people having intimate relationships with undesirable embassies. Which makes it very odd that Brigadier Gilbert was at the welcome party for the new South African consul-general last week.


Also present, for the record, were Sir Francis Kitts, Mr Ralph Love, Mr C. S. Hogg. Ron Jarden, Mr T. C Morrison and John Reid.


Makes you think twice before getting involved in protests about the All Black tour of South Africa, doesn't it?


• • •



But it's not only the people you'd imagine who are racists. While organised racism in New Zealand may perhaps start in the Security Police, and branch out, via Mr Kelly, into the External Affairs Department, it has gained a popular basis in the Gisborne Trades Council which is objecting to the entry of Pacific Islanders into the Gisborne area as a "menace to health, ethnic and employment standards of the whole district" (New Zealand Herald, 22/2/69). But this statement is to be referred to the Federation of Labour, who will of course reject if. Out of hand. Or will it?


• • •



While the licensed trusts were asking for a lower drinking age, did you notice that the Auckland Trades Council (chairman, Tom Skinner) had approved a Hotel Workers Union call for stricter enforcement of the under-age drinking law.
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Corporal Punishment Article Caned



The Headmaster of Wellington College has prevented the school newspaper from publishing an article or corporal punishment.


The article, written by secondary school students, and consisting mainly of quotes from various research papers on the subject, including the Currie Commission report, was to have been printed simultaneously in the newspapers at Wellington and Scots College.


"It's only a school newspaper," Mr. S. H. W. Hill said.


"The article had something about requesting signatures for a petition in it."


"We don't want that sort of thing in our school."


Asked if he saw the duty of a school newspaper simply to publish news about the school, Mr. Hill replied it was more a "literary sort of thing".


There has been considerable activity within the last few days by persons interested in the subject of corporal punishment, and it is rumoured a nation-wide petition is being organised.
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Council candidate



Mr. Michael Hirschfield, a 24-year-old political science honours graduate, who is to stand for the University Council at Victoria.


Mr. Hirschfield said last night he thought it "inconceivable" that the Council represented the broad mass of graduates.


He said the Council should act together with staff, and to a greater degree with students to represent the whole community.


"I stand for a continuation of university reform, believing that in opening the dialogue last year we have created an opportunity which must not be lost."


Mr. Hirschfleld was referring to the representations for student participation which he played the major role in defining.


"I am against the ideas being insidiously put forward by Mr. Muldoon about the university and I feel a greater effort must be made to bring the true interests of the university and of the country to the attention of the public," he said.


"A university is as much a place of beauty as of learning.


"And for that end the council should seek to find a sponsor to establish a sculptural garden by the law library."




[image: Michael Hirschfield]


Mr. Hirschfleld commenced a B.A. in 1962 in history.


He switched to Political Science in 1965 and the following year did honours.


He is still completing his Master's thesis.


First elected to Executive in 1964. Mr. Hirschfleld became Cultural Affairs Officer for NZUSA and the following year became Cultural Affairs Vice-President.


"Should I be elected I hope I will be the first of many young graduates joining Council," he said.
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Sharpeville vigil this Friday



A 
Vigil to commemorate Sharpeville Day will be held outside the South African Embassy from 12—2 p.m. on Friday.


Leslie Smith, speaking for the organisers said the vigil had attracted considerable support around the university.


She said Student's Association was officially behind the project and listed support from the Labour and National Party Clubs: Te Rangitahi; Catholic Society; Student Christian Movement; and the Socialist and Sparticist Clubs.


The General Assembly of the United Nations formalised the 21st March as the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination.


The action was taken to commemorate the 21 March 1960 when Africans in South Africa held nation-wide demonstrations protesting against "Pass Laws" which restricted their Freedom of movement.


In the African location of Sharpeville, the police opened fire on the unarmed demonstrators; 69 people were killed, including 8 women and 10 children, and 180 people were injured.


This incident led to the first consideration of the situation in South Africa by the Security Council of the UN.


The Secretary-General of the UN, U Thant said in his message in 1968 ". . . our minds go back to that 21 March when Africans who demonstrated in opposition to the policies of racial discrimination and apartheid were shot and killed in Sharpeville. We cannot forget that tragedy."


The General Assembly's Special Committee on Apartheid has suggested activities which might be undertaken on 21 March.


"Declare support to UN efforts to promote the elimination of Apartheid and faciliate the building of a non racial society in which all inhabitants of South Africa, irrespective of race, would enjoy human rights and find fundamental freedoms on an equal basis."


Further suggestions were to inform the people of South Africa about international concern over the situation, and combat "misrepresentation" by the South African Government.


Contributions to organisations combating apartheid were requested, including moral, political and material assistance to movements within the country.


Sympathisers were requested to press for the release of all persons within South Africa who have been imprisoned or whose freedom has been restricted on account of their op-position to apartheid.
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At It Again!
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Once again the Student Union Building is subject to the caprices of a thief. Shown are samples of women's handbags which have been unlawfully appropriated, violated, and abandoned in the dark recesses of the men's grot. This leads us to believe he is a man, so we can call him a bounder and a cad without fear of abusing female privileges. Do your bit Keep your handbag from the same fate. Women, too.
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Aid Campaign Stepped Up




Students and staff will be asked to give 1% of their personal income for overseas development aid in late July.


The request will come from "1% A.I.D." (Action for International Development), an organization set up at the weekend by a meeting of about 30 students from the four main universities.


They hope that such an action will persuade the government to increase its aid for overseas development to 1% of the Gross National Income by 1973.


"We want to show the government that there are many people who are willing to give this percentage of their income and who feel the government can and should do more," one delegate said.


"It amounts to a rather sophisticated protest.


"We have set up committees in the four main universities ('C.I.A.' was a forerunner to this at Victoria) and we hope to gain the support of all the student's associations as well as N.Z.U.S.A. so that we can have a broad organizational base to work from.


"We are encouraging as many people as possible to help in organization so that we have a large pool of ideas to draw on.


"We are beginning in the universities because we want to see how much response we can muster, and if the scheme proves successful, since it is election year, we would like to take to the public as soon as possible.


"Already we have drawn up a petition in conjunction with the National Council of Youth and have established liaison with most bodies concerned with overseas aid."


It is thought that the money collected from the university will most probably go towards providing scholarships for Samoans who wish to attend the University of South Pacific, although a number of other schemes are still being considered.
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