




Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 7. April 23 1968


The NZETC epub Edition
This is an epub version of 
     
Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 7. April 23 1968.
    by
     
    from the NZETC, licenced under the
     
Conditions of use 
     (http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/tei-NZETC-About-copyright.html).
 For more information on what this licence allows you to do with this work, please contact Library-TechnologyServices@vuw.ac.nz. 
The NZETC is a digital library based at Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand. We publish texts of interest to a New Zealand and Pacific audience, and current strengths include historical New Zealand and Pacific Islands texts, texts in Maori and New Zealand literature. A full list of texts is available on our website (http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/).
Please report errors, including where you obtained this file, how you tried to access the file and details of the error. Errors, feedback and comments can be sent to Library-TechnologyServices@vuw.ac.nz.
About the electronic version


Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 7. April 23 1968

Editor: 
Bill Logan

Creation of machine-readable version: 
Keyboarded by Planman Technologies

Creation of digital images: 
Planman Technologies

Conversion to TEI-conformant markup: 
Planman Technologies

2013

Wellington, New Zealand


Publicly accessible


URL: http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/collections.html


copyright 2013, by the Victoria University of Wellington Library


Extent: ca. 145 kilobytes




About the print version




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 7. April 23 1968.

Editor: 
Bill Logan


Victoria University of Wellington Students' Association (Inc.), April 23, 1968

Wellington



Salient

31





Encoding

        
All unambiguous end-of-line hyphens have been removed and
          the trailing part of a word has been joined to the preceding
          line, except in the case of those words that break over a
          page.

        
Some keywords in the header are a local Electronic
          Text Collection scheme to aid in establishing analytical
          groupings.

      







Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 7. April 23 1968

Contents


	
[title page] 

p. 1

	

	
Research officer appointed — by 
Judie Falloon, 
Bob Dey

	
Little Congress weekend

	
Bursary Rise Rejected — by 
Bob Dey

	
Cameras On Campus

	
Opposed Motion

	
Executive almost unaltered — by 
Judie Falloon

	
Saunders 'won't obey' NZUSA — by 
Tony Jacques

	
Welfare state 'a myth' — by 
Tony Long

	
[advert]

	
NZUSA plans four student seminars — by 
Tony Jacques 

p. 2

	
Focus Gains Subsidy Till End Of Year — by 
Tony Jacques

	
Accounts received unaudited

	
[advert]

	
On the Grapevine

	
Late letter

	
High fee

	
Wild war

	
An apology—

	
The name game



	
New officers for NZUSA — Easter Council scenes 

p. 3

	
Recommendations Adopted By Executive — by 
Denis Phelps

	
Student on Council at Canterbury — by 
Tony Jacques

	
Russian club's first meeting

	
[advert]

	
Editorial — April 23, 1968 — Blowin' In The Wind 

p. 4

	
[Salient Staff]

	
The White Report — This Happened Here

	
[introduction]

	
Caf crowding

	
Food prices

	
NZUSA

	
Bookshop

	
Holiday jobs

	
Appointments Board

	
General



	
No Pacts With Burglars or Enemies — by 
Tony Jacques 

p. 5

	
Social Credit and the war — Does cabinet decide too much?

	
[advert]

	
The Return Of The Triboldies — Part 7 — by 
Dennis List 

p. 6

	
Future Archaeological Fragment

	
Cavatina — by 
Rhys G. Pasley

	
The Bongo Heart — by 
Brian Turner

	
Distraction

	
The Clerk — by 
Eric Beach

	
Him — by 
David White

	
Dream Sequence — by 
T. H. Kohere

	
[Photo by Geoff Richards of a woman sitting in a tree] 

p. 7

	
Records: American pop — by 
Don Hewitson 

p. 8

	
Food: Milk & money — by 
Pierre Langouste

	
[advert]

	
Drama: The witch-hunt — by 
George Webby 

p. 9

	
[advert]

	
Letters to The Editor

	
Gager and Logic — by 
John Medley

	
Bias

	
Our money — by 
Gordon A. Findlay

	
Naughty — by 
W. E. Winter



	
[advert]

	
Easter Tournament 

p. 10

	
Vic eight's decisive win 

p. 10

	
Athletics

	
Yachting

	
Nzu Team

	
Swimming



	
[advert]

	
Newsheet: Week Starting Tuesday April 23 

p. 11

	
Tuesday 23 

p. 11

	
Wednesday 24

	
Thursday 25

	
Friday 26

	
Saturday 27

	
Monday 29

	
Coming events



	
exec. members report — Public Relations Officer — by 
Rhys Harrison

	
Make ye old time profitt. Selle ye old time Cappicade

	
[advert]

	
[advert]



	
Out Side Left 

p. 12

	
Muldoon Statements Under Fire — by 
Bob Dey

	
Students Take To Leaf Power — by 
Andy Easton

	
History to Be Published — by 
Tony Jacques

	
[advert]

	
Vietnam Policy — by 
Dennis List

	
[advert]










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 7. April 23 1968

[title page]










Salient


Victoria University of Wellington Students' Newspaper


Volume 31, Number 7


April 23, 1968




Price 5 Cents
Published by the Victoria University of Wellington Students' Association (Inc.), typsetting by Typrographical Services Ltd., Wellington, and printed by the Wanganui Chronicle Co. Ltd., Wicksteed Place. Wanganui, New Zealand. April 23, 1968.













Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 7. April 23 1968



Contents


	
Research officer appointed — by 
Judie Falloon, 
Bob Dey

	
Little Congress weekend

	
Bursary Rise Rejected — by 
Bob Dey

	
Cameras On Campus

	
Opposed Motion

	
Executive almost unaltered — by 
Judie Falloon

	
Saunders 'won't obey' NZUSA — by 
Tony Jaques

	
Welfare state 'a myth' — by 
Tony Long

	
[advert]

	
NZUSA plans four student seminars — by 
Tony Jaques 

p. 2

	
Focus Gains Subsidy Till End Of Year — by 
Tony Jaques

	
Accounts received unaudited

	
[advert]

	
On the Grapevine

	
Late letter

	
High fee

	
Wild war

	
An apology—

	
The name game



	
New officers for NZUSA — Easter Council scenes 

p. 3

	
Recommendations Adopted By Executive — by 
Denis Phelps

	
Student on Council at Canterbury — by 
Tony Jaques

	
Russian club's first meeting

	
[advert]

	
Editorial — April 23, 1968 — Blowin' In The Wind 

p. 4

	
[Salient Staff]

	
The White Report — This Happened Here

	
[introduction]

	
Caf crowding

	
Food prices

	
NZUSA

	
Bookshop

	
Holiday jobs

	
Appointments Board

	
General



	
No Pacts With Burglars or Enemies — by 
Tony Jaques 

p. 5

	
Social Credit and the war — Does cabinet decide too much?

	
[advert]

	
The Return Of The Triboldies — Part 7 — by 
Dennis List 

p. 6

	
Future Archaeological Fragment

	
Cavatina — by 
Rhys Pasley

	
The Bongo Heart — by 
Brian Turner

	
Distraction

	
The Clerk — by 
Eric Beach

	
Him — by 
David White

	
Dream Sequence — by 
T. H. Kohere

	
[Photo by Geoff Richards of a woman sitting in a tree] 

p. 7

	
Records: American pop — by 
Don Hewitson 

p. 8

	
Food: Milk & money — by 
Pierre Langouste

	
[advert]

	
Drama: The witch-hunt — by 
George Webby 

p. 9

	
[advert]

	
Letters to The Editor

	
Gager and Logic — by 
John Medley

	
Bias

	
Our money — by 
Gordon A. Findlay

	
Naughty — by 
W. E. Winter



	
[advert]

	
Easter Tournament 

p. 10

	
Vic eight's decisive win 

p. 10

	
Athletics

	
Yachting

	
Nzu Team

	
Swimming



	
[advert]

	
Newsheet: Week Starting Tuesday April 23 

p. 11

	
Tuesday 23 

p. 11

	
Wednesday 24

	
Thursday 25

	
Friday 26

	
Saturday 27

	
Monday 29

	
Coming events



	
exec. members report — Public Relations Officer — by 
Rhys Harrison

	
Make ye old time profitt. Selle ye old time Cappicade

	
[advert]

	
[advert]



	
Out Side Left 

p. 12

	
Muldoon Statements Under Fire — by 
Bob Dey

	
Students Take To Leaf Power — by 
Andy Easton

	
History to Be Published — by 
Tony Jaques

	
[advert]

	
Vietnam Policy — by 
Dennis List

	
[advert]








Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 7. April 23 1968

Research officer appointed




Research officer appointed


By NZSPA Bob Dey and Judie Falloon




[image: Edna Tait]


Edna Tait





A new position, NZUSA Educational Research Officer, was set up at Easter Council.


An additional levy may be placed on students to help finance the position, if existing funds are insufficient.


The caution of constituents about the matter was expressed in a motion "That before appointment of the Educational Research Officer is completed, NZUSA shall draw up detailed conditions of appointment to be circularised to all constituents, approval for these to be obtained by postal ballot before an appointment can be made."


The Officer will be paid $2,400.


Auckland President Ross McCormick opposed any proposal to raise levies on students in constituent universities.


"Auckland is absolutely and completely opposed to any increase in levies,'' he said.


"We have just got back on our feet."


The problem of a correct name for the proposed new office caused concern to several delegates. Educational Research Officer or Information Officer were the two main contenders.


Canterbury's Lindsay Wright claimed the new officer would not be one involved in research but in finding and presenting information required by NZUSA.


Immediate past-President Ross Mountain replied, "Whatever hypocrisy there may be, people like the term Research Officer better."


Discussing the new position, NZUSA's current Education Vice-President Edna Tait said, "The work-load and the things that need to be done are so incredible, you could have 25 full-time Education Vice-Presidents and the work still not be done. At the moment, you are only getting superficial, partial coverage."


With the new office, she said, "Perhaps you will get one thing in depth, and that's more than you're getting at the moment. Research is slow, methodical, accurate work."


Otago's Lady Vice-President Virginia Blakely suggested that, "Unless you've somebody trained in statistics, this position is going to be worthless."


Another subject considered by Education Commission at Easter was Accrediting.


"Accrediting is a thoroughly bad system but alternatives are formidable", said Canterbury's Lindsay Wright.


Delegates showed concern that school pupils could use the entrance qualification for other things. They also showed concern at the self-confidence imbued by the accrediting system.


"They think they're better than those who have to sit the exam and they decide to go to University but they crap out all over," Auckland observer Anne Waters commented.


"I'm not saying the people who are accredited are incapable of passing units," she added hastily as the accredited members of the Commission moved to attack her across the table.


On the subject of examination, guest speaker to the Commission Dr. Allan Robinson said, "Given the staff-student ratio you have at the moment, any other system than examinations would be rather burdensome on the staff. You might find difficulties on the basis of practicality."


Dr Robinson is executive Vice-President of the Association of University Teachers (AUT).
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Little Congress weekend


Cultural Affairs Officer Pip Davys says applications for Little Congress this weekend will be accepted up to Wednesday night.


She says speakers are: Professors Roberts and Munz, Graeme Billing, Alister Taylor, Ian Cross and Conrad Bollinger.


Rod Alley of the political science department will be the chairman and Peter Blizard of the Psychology department will be the Chef.
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Bursary Rise Rejected


By NZSPA Bob Dey


A motion by Lincoln and Massey Universities that NZUSA should refrain from seeking an increase in bursaries in 1968 was lost at Easier Council.


A motion requesting full documentation of the case for increased bursaries, to be presented at August Council this year, was carried.


The Council feels that a case should be documented, even if it was not presented to the authorities this year.


The economic situation was the main reason for NZUSA's caution on this matter.
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Cameras On Campus




[image: Photo by Murray Vickers.]
• 
Members of the National Film Unit asking students their views on Anzac Day last Wednesday.
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Opposed Motion
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Barrie Saunders
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Executive almost unaltered


By Judie Falloon



The present Executive of NZPSA was reelected almost unaltered for 1968 at the Association's A.G.M. at Massey at Easter.


The present President, Secretary, Treasurer and two present Executive members were re-elected unopposed.


A former Executive member, Tony Jaques, was elected Vice-President.


Honorary Vice-President Heughan Rennie returned as an Executive member.


Two new Executive members, Messrs, Nevil Gibson and Paul Peretz, joined the Executive.


A new Honorary Vice-President. Mr. Bruce Wallace of Waikato University, was elected.


As a result, the NZSPA Executive will continue to be resident in Wellington.
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Saunders 'won't obey' NZUSA


By Tony Jaques, NZSPA



"You can pass any motions you like—I have no intention of following them. This body has no power at all over NZSPA."


These were the words of the President of the N. Z. Student Press Association, Barrie Saunders, in opposition to a move by Auckland Past President John Prebble to scotch plans for the incorporation of NZSPA.


"During the third term last year, a piece of paper was circulated among constituents asking them to seal it to enable NZSPA to be incorporated," said Mr Prebble. "This took me by surprise; I believe that although other Execs signed it, they were also a trifle surprised."


"I feel that NZSPA ought to stay a commission of NZUSA like Debating Council and Arts Council for the following reasons: (1) At present, constituents do not pay a great deal of attention to what NZ 
Spa motions suggest as it only has recommending power. For it to be more effective, it should be incorporated in NZ USA. Their motions would then come to plenary and be discussed. At the moment, they are just recommendations.


"(2) I think the proliferation of national student bodies is something to be avoided. I think that NZUSU and the national Football Council are unfortunate and should be brought back into the fold. When there is an opening to bring one of these bodies back, this opportunity should be taken.


"(3) It would also enable NZSPA to use facilities in the NZUSA office."


Objecting to Mr Prebble's comments, Otago Vice-President Manickavasagam said "I do not think this Council is competent to discuss this. It is a separate body."


Replying on behalf of NZSPA, Mr Saunders said "It was decided at Easter Council 1966 by all constituents that NZSPA be separate. Press Council is the only body which has power to decide whether NZSPA is to be incorporated or not."


Mr. Saunders pointed out that NZSPA operated best as a separate entity; that the proliferation of bodies was no argument at all, and that it was not desirable for NZSPA to use NZUSA's office as it is a considerable distance from Victoria, where NZSPA is now sited; and that it has use of 
Salient's office.


A new motion, "That NZ USA recommend to its delegates that they sign and seal the application of NZSPA for incorporation as an incorporated society" was then proposed by Auckland and passed unanimously.
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Welfare state 'a myth'


By Tony Long



The Welfare State grew out of the assumption "the past must be shaken off", Bruce Mason said last Wednesday. He was speaking at Victoria University about "The Myth of the Welfare State".


"Apparently this has been successful", he said, "for at one stage speakers in Hyde Park equated the political system in New Zealand with that of the Soviet Union."


"A concept is usually called a myth when it is in decline," he said.


Mr. Mason told the audience that the Welfare State began in the 18th century and "succeeded in seducing Generations of Scots, Irish and English into transporting civilization."


"The Industrial Revolution had destroyed family life and turned the individual into city crowds."


Mr. Mason announced that he would produce a 13-part "Domesday Book" for television.


This would show the physical, spiritual, and moral "elements" of the country.


It would include subjects like work and leisure.
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NZUSA plans four student seminars


By Tony Jacques, NZSPA



NZUSA will conduct four seminars within the next 12 months.


An Overseas Students' Seminar will allow overseas students to discuss the problems revealed at a seminar 18 months ago. "There are about 1,000 overseas students in New Zealand," said Otago Acting President Joe Manickavasagam.


"They come here for degrees but this is a way in which they will be able to contribute something and take something home."


A Race Relations Seminar will follow a programme yet to be prepared by Mr. Peter Allan the present National Work Camps Officer and Seminar Director in cooperation with the NZUSA President.


A model United Nations Council will be held in Wellington in August.


This Council will take the form of a General Assembly debate on the subject of Rhodesia.


It provides a chance for students other than executive members to express themselves at a national forum.


Representatives will have to put the arguments of the specific country they are appointed to speak for.


In order to do this, they will be expected to come to Wellington before the Council to confer with the diplomatic representatives of "'their country".


It was suggested at Council that a problem more closely related to the Pacific or South-East Asia should be debated but Rhodesia was finally decided upon despite the abstention by Lincoln on the grounds that this was a subject which, their AGM had decided, New Zealand students had no business to debate as it was a matter of "Rhodesian Government by Rhodesians."


A student Leader Seminar will be held in Auckland within the next 12 months.


"At this Council, a lot of people have come along who don't know a lot about NZ USA," Mr. McGrath said. "This seminar will help to combat this."
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Focus Gains Subsidy Till End Of Year


By Tony Jaques, NZSPA




[image: • Editor Rennie.]
• 
Editor Rennie.





The national student magazine FOCUS will be subsidised for the rest of the year.


This decision comes as a result of protracted debate at Easter Council.


Speaking to a Canterbury motion 'That NZUSA discontinue the publication of 
Focus in its present form," Auckland President Ross McCormick said, '"In Auckland we don't feel we want to support a magazine that is not all it could be. This magazine should show that it has 22,000 students behind it. Its cover does nothing for it."


Mr. McCormick then asked 
Focus editor Heughan Rennie, "What is your general policy on content? I feel very strongly that the magazine is not carrying out all the aspects of what a good national paper should do. It should have good controversial articles, but it should also have news on what is happening at the universities."


A final motion specifying financial aid for 1968 was proposed by Canterbury and passed unanimously — "That NZUSA contribute a sum not exceeding $210 for the next three issues of 
Focus, of which a sum not exceeding $60 per issue be provided for improving the cover and a sum not exceeding $10 per issue for payment to contributors."


Outlining the history of 
Focus since its beginning as "Student News", Mr. Rennie pointed out that when it had made early attempts to publish huge quantities of student news, local papers objected that they were being outdated or upstaged.


Answering criticisms of 
Focus covers, Mr. Rennie said: "I agree the cover is not brilliant, but it has been ruled solely by cost. I believe the intention is to hold costs to an absolute minimum and I have tried to underspend every item on the budget."


To an Auckland suggestion that 
Focus be financially self-supporting, the magazine's Advertising Manager, Mr. Paul Peretz, pointed out that advertising had tripled and that 
Focus had actually made a small profit.


"This is very unusual in the publishing world in the light of the economic situation," he said.


"NZUSA should be spending money now−it is a very bad year—to keep advertising up so that we will then be able to point to consistent quality all the way through and have a store of consistent advertisers. Next year our advertising problems should be over, provided there are no further drops in the prices of wool and butter," Mr. Peretz said.


"It is not normal or logical to expect 
Focus to break even," added Mr. Rennie, "and to make a profit of about $400 is most remarkable."


"And what do you call 'breaking even'?" he asked. "What may be profitable for NZUSA can actually mean a loss for us. With our advertisements for The Student Travel Bureau and the student insurance scheme we lost much advertising from insurance and travel firms. We don't suggest these schemes should be dropped, but by making profits for NZUSA they are cutting our throats. Facts such as these must be considered when thinking about 'breaking even'.''


"Despite the very high professional status of many of our writers, our total payout for the last issue was $10." Mr. Rennie said, "
Focus is absolutely at the bottom of the payment stakes and it is very hard to ask men to give their best when we are offering only $2."


The Canterbury motion lapsed at commission level for want of a firm seconder.


Saying that "a national student newspaper is a good thing, but nothing is worse than a bad national paper". Mr. McCormick then proposed an alternative motion— "That NZUSA discontinue publication of Focus in its present form unless in the next three issues it becomes financially self-supporting."


NZUSA President John McGrath suggested that review be postponed until 1969 Winter Council. "By leaving it only till the end of this year," he said, "I don't think we are giving it a fair trial in a fair economic situation."


This motion was then withdrawn and replaced by another Auckland motion which was passed—"That in principle 
Focus be a self-supporting publication."
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Accounts received unaudited



Old NZUSA accounts are still in a mess—for the year ended February 1967—but constituent treasurers have decided to receive them unaudited.


Last August Council, treasurers directed the association's auditors to audit the accounts for the year ended February, 1967.


But NZUSA Treasurer David Shand could produce no such audit at Easter Council. The accounts were presented again, with some amendments, and a tag from Mason and King denying that an audit was possible.


The main item which could not be tracked down was $350 paid to Newmans Tours Ltd. for "travel". There was no supporting evidence for this payment, which was made by then treasurer Roger Taylor and then President Ross Mountain.


"We should deplore this", said Otago Finance Representative Bill Hashe.


But treasurers agreed that nothing could be done in view of the considerable time and cost which had already been incurred in the attempt to reconcile the doubtful items.


On a Canterbury/Massey motion, it was agreed to receive them, but that "on the basis of the report received from Mason, King & Co., this Council recommends that no further action be taken."


The accounts for the year to February, 1968, were passed by the auditors and adopted by constituent treasurers.
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On the 
Grapevine




Late letter



Sir—Having heard Bruce Mason speaking on 'The Myth of the Welfare State', may I suggest that a possible title for a future talk could be 'The Myth of Bruce Mason.'


Rod Edmond.






High fee


Our News Editor gave Massey plebs a taste of the Big City life at Easter Tournament.


Walking out of hostel at 2.34 a.m. Tuesday morning with seven males she was heard to say, "I expect at least $50 for my services".


She was actually referring to typing done for NZSPA (15 hours worth).






Wild war


Same Jude invited gnashing of teeth from one 
Salient bod. He was in process of doing heavy line with Gorgeous


Gussie in Palm. Nth, pub, Jude spies him and bestows loving embrace plus "Dahling".


Result—Gussie gave bod look which should have been in scabbard.


When same incident repeats itself, Gussie disappears and bod Wildely declares open season on all Judes.






An apology—


For an apology left out. In the 26.3.68 issue of 
Salient a name was misprinted in the review of the Electronic Benefit Concert. It should have read Miss Zung; and you probably realised that two lines were juxtaposed in the same article.






The name game


Mr. R. U. Game is also (with D. B. Lager) enrolled in Science French. The lecturer obviously doesn't read 
Salient.
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Sir—Having heard Bruce Mason speaking on 'The Myth of the Welfare State', may I suggest that a possible title for a future talk could be 'The Myth of Bruce Mason.'


Rod Edmond.
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High fee


Our News Editor gave Massey plebs a taste of the Big City life at Easter Tournament.


Walking out of hostel at 2.34 a.m. Tuesday morning with seven males she was heard to say, "I expect at least $50 for my services".


She was actually referring to typing done for NZSPA (15 hours worth).
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Wild war


Same Jude invited gnashing of teeth from one 
Salient bod. He was in process of doing heavy line with Gorgeous


Gussie in Palm. Nth, pub, Jude spies him and bestows loving embrace plus "Dahling".


Result—Gussie gave bod look which should have been in scabbard.


When same incident repeats itself, Gussie disappears and bod Wildely declares open season on all Judes.
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An apology—


For an apology left out. In the 26.3.68 issue of 
Salient a name was misprinted in the review of the Electronic Benefit Concert. It should have read Miss Zung; and you probably realised that two lines were juxtaposed in the same article.
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Mr. R. U. Game is also (with D. B. Lager) enrolled in Science French. The lecturer obviously doesn't read 
Salient.
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New officers for NZUSA


Easter Council scenes




[image: Photos : G. Lodge.]
• Vic President, Douglas White (above left), shows the effects of his recent trip to the United States, while newly-elected Secretary John Lenart looks rather more wide-awake. Right : Secretary Lenant taking a keen interest in proceedings.





Tim Armitage, Ross McCormick and Peter Allen are NZUSA's new vice-presidents.



They join vice-president, Edna Tait, and the treasurer, Dave Shand, who are continuing as members of President John McGrath's administration.


President McGrath, the association's second full-time leader, took over from Ross Mountain in January.


In what was described as a close election at the Easter annual meeting of the association, two other candidates for the vice-presidencies, Mike King (Waikato) and Peter Nathan (Canterbury), were knocked out.


Mr. McCormick is president of Auckland. His term ends in August.


Mr. Armitage, formerly president at Canterbury, is now a student at Otago.


Mr. Allen, who has been NZUSA's National Work Camps Officer, was a vice-president at Waikato for two yeaes.


Five other members of the NZUSA administration were elected at the meeting. They are: Cultural Affairs Officer, Graham Culliford; Pacific Officer, Keith Morrison; Student Welfare Officer, Murray Jamieson; Overseas Students Officer, C. Chua; Overseas Delegate Selection Comittee Represenative, John Strevens.


Honorary vice-presidents elected were: Paddy Finnegan, John Scott, John Prebble, Ross Mountain, and Ross Fellowes.


Other posts have yet to be filled.


NZUSA's representatives on the administration board of Focus are now Robin Bromby (of the Sunday Times), Neil Woodhams and Trevor Crawford. They join NZSPA's representative, Barrie Saunders, Focus Editor, Hugh Rennie, Advertising Manager, Paul Peretz, and NZUSA President, John McGrath, who will continue to chair the Board.
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Recommendations Adopted By Executive


By Denis Phelps


Three recommendations from the Education Committee were adopted by a recent meeting of Executive as remits for the Easter Council of NZUSA.


NZUSA was asked to draw up a bill of student rights vis-a-vis university administration.


Reference was made to the Otago University mixed flats affair of last year, and also to the fact that Otago has now appointed a Proctor whose job it is to check on student parties.


A second remit declared that universities should be educational institutions and not places of vocational training.


Finally, NZUSA was recommended to take action on the Parkyn Report on "Success and Failure at the University" in the light of Jonathan Cloud's reccommendations.


A joint committee on student power is to be proposed to the University by the Students' Association.


This was decided at the annual meeting of the association on April 9 when a motion was passed declaring "that the question of the part to be played by students in the governing of this University needs to be reconsidered".


It also suggested that a joint committee be set up.


It was proposed that the committee should consist of four members of the Executive and four members to be nominated by the University Council.


It must "call for submissions" and "consider all matters" raised in the 
Salient editorial of March 19−and report to a special general meeting of the association before the end of July.


If the University Council does not agree to participate in the proposed committee, a meeting will be called within two weeks of the next meeting of council in April.


In view of this proposal, the constitutional amendment, providing for the election of the asociation representative on the University Council, was tabled without consideration.


The controversial proposal for an "open" Executive, where all students would have speaking and voting rights, was defeated at the annual meeting.


Alter strong opposition, particularly from left wingers, the motion was lost 72 votes to 33.


But the meeting decided to set up a committee of four to investigate the possibilities of a student Representative Council at this University on the same lines as that operating at Otago.


The meeting also carried a motion to allow Executive to co-opt students to fill the first two vacancies on an Executive.
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Student on Council at Canterbury


By Tony Jacques, NZSPA


Canterbury University has a students Representative on Council for the first time in several years.


Canterbury President Peter Nathan is now on the Council with full speaking rights.


Full voting rights will be extended to him as soon as an amendment to the University of Canterbury Act can be passed to that effect.
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Russian club's first meeting



"Bring your Balalaikas" was the notice which attracted many students to an hour of coffee, Russian music and conversation, organised by the University's new Russian Club.


Craig Wrightson, apparently the only balalaika-playing student in the university, promised to play for the club at a future date.


In spite of the lack of balalaikas, a Russian mood prevailed while students listened to Russian records and enjoyed the continental cakes provided by Professor Koutaissoff.


The first Russian club to be formed at Victoria. 'Kruzhok' [Little Circle] will be purely cultural in function.


Weekly meetings, similar to the French 'the dansant', and the German 'Kaffeestunds' will be held.


Film evenings, and possibly a Russian choir, are planned.


The staff gave full support to Philip Safferey and Dora van Walt during the early stages of the club's foundation.


The club's president was very pleased by the obvious enthusiasm shown by all present at the first meeting.


Mr. Smirnoff, from the Soviet Legation, was also present.


A telegram was sent to Professor Danilow, now in Auckland, telling him of the club's formation, and of his honorary membership.
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Editorial



April 23, 1968


Blowin' In The Wind


Opinions expressed in 
Salient are not necessarily those of 
Vuwsa.



The winds that devastated a large part of Wellington last Wednesday week left more than the wrecked Wahine, unroofed houses and uprooted trees in its wake. It left us questioning how able our country, and in particular our city, are in dealing with major emergencies. In a situation where—the weather office has told 
Salient—an extremely severe depression had been predicted on Tuesday morning, and every conceivable institution informed, nobody felt obliged to take major precautions.



It must be noted, in fairness, that until very early on Wednesday nobody could possibly have forecast that winds would reach the velocity they eventually did. But people still knew a singularly vicious storm was on its way—and they took no action.



The Prime Minister, Mr. K. J. Holyoake, and the Leader of the Opposition, Mr. N. E. Kirk, have already criticised the Civil Defence organisation, which failed to act in any way at all in Wellington's circumstances where volunteer workers were often urgently needed.



It is clear that an effective Civil Defence system should have been standing by on Tuesday.



That the Civil Defence did not work like this is largely the result of its structure—an appendage to local bodies, which are themselves starved of funds by the central government, and which in revenge starve Civil Defence, a system which the government has foisted on to them. But even within these limits it could have done more than it did.



Then there was Wednesday morning. In one Public Service office, as the news of evacuations, of houses in danger and periodic bulletins from the Wahine came over the air, somebody murmured: "They shouldn't have let the kids go to school." He was right. They shouldn't have. Who, on Wednesday morning, made 
This decision,



If we had to wait until people got to their offices for a decision to be made, it is worth noting that the Education Board offices do open at eight, though possibly the bosses always arrive late. But be that as it may, the decision should have been made at seven by somebody with both authority and initiative, if these are not contradictions in terms.



Then we come to the Wellington City Council which refused to declare a state of emergency because people might go home from work.



Perhaps they could have declared a state of emergency 
And told people to stay where they were—or is this too imaginative an idea for Sir Francis Kitts?



For those with their eyes on coming local body elections it didn't really matter because if Sir Francis made the major decisions wrongly Cr. McGrath, as chairman of the Civil Defence Committee of the council, made all the minor decisions wrongly.



We can safely anticipate that civil defence will not be an issue in Wellington's mayoral elections.



New Zealand has a bureaucracy unused to making important decisions quickly. It is evident that under pressure the decisions are not only not made faster, but they are not made at all.



It is frightening to think of what our reaction might be to an earthquake or an air attack.



The real test will be in the administrative washing-up this time round—what will happen to the school rebuilding programme now that the decay of so many school buildings has been spectacularly advanced? Will the decline of the building industry over the last few months be halted? Is the government prepared to spend money to put things right? It would be comforting, but also naive, to think the automatic answer to these questions was "yes".



O.J.G.
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The White Report


This Happened Here





Here are extracts from the report of Douglas White, President of the Students' Association, for the six months from 29 June to 31 December. This half-year term enabled the Association year to run from January to December instead of June to June from 1968 onwards.


After some difficulty the new Constitution was finally adopted at a Special General Meeting in August, 1967. It has already been decided that the Executive would hold office until 31st December, 1967.


The Constitution was amended in a number of places in its adoption and it appears that further amendment will be required to make it a satisfactory document.


It is hoped that the system of administration contained in the new Constitution will be worked out during this year. Mention should be made of the difficulties caused by the Constitutional changes in the running of elections last year.


* * *


Under the new Constitution, elections will be held in the second term of each year to elect the Executive for the following year . . . .






Caf crowding


At the meeting of the Student Union Management Committee in September 1967, the Vice-Chancellor reported that the Government 
would not approve, during the 1967-1968 financial year, the erection of any new University buildings or extensions to existing University buildings which had not already been commenced. In these circumstances the earliest date by which the extensions to the Union Building at Victoria could be completed is about March 1969 . . . .


Because student representatives on the Committee felt that Cafeteria overcrowding had reached saturation point . . . a Sub-Committee was set up to consider the matter. After consideration this Sub-Committee recommended to the Management Committee that a Snack Bar be set up in the Mens and Womens Common Rooms to operate during lunch-times for a trial period in 1968.


This proposal meant that the Women's Common Room would not be available for the exclusive use of women from 11.30 a.m. to 2.00 p.m., and the Men's Common Room would not be available for card-players before 2.00 p.m. The Executive felt that another room should be found for the exclusive use of women, either between 11.30 and 2.00 p.m., or permanently, and that there should be no card playing in the Union Building before 2.00 p.m.






Food prices


In November 1967, the Dining Room Sub-Committee of the Management Committee received Mr. Levenbach's Accounts for the first six months of 1967. These Accounts showed Mr. Levenbach had made unprecedented losses during that period. In fact the total loss on student and staff meals was over $2,000 more than the loss incurred for the entire year in 1965 and 1966. It is considered that this loss was caused by the increase in the cost of living which has put prices up and the increased cost of overheads in the Cafeteria. A costing carried out by Mr. Levenbach's Acountant showed that certain increases in the Dining Room prices were necessary.


Certain increases in the snack lunch were suggested by Mr. Levenbach and his Accountant and these were accepted by the Dining Room Sub-Committee. These suggestions were considered by Executive members before the Management Committee met and it was felt that while some increases were necessary, certain of the suggestions were inequitable, in particular the 50% increase in the cost of filled rolls and the one cent increase in the cost of coffee when there had been no increase in the cost of that item. Executive members felt that a costing ought to be carried out on the main course meals.


Consequently, at the November meeting of Management Committee the matter was referred back to the Dining Room Sub-Committee which was to consult with the President of the Association in the recommendations it put forward to the University Council. After Mr. Levenbach's Accountant had completed the costing on the main course meals the Dining Room Sub-Committee and the President met and agreed on the price increases which came into effect when the Cafeteria reopened this year.


The main course meal costing clearly showed that increases were required there also and it was calculated that to enable Mr. Levenbach to break even few alterations could be made in the original suggested increases. The President was, however, able to get the Sub-Committee to agree that the price of coffee should remain the same, while accepting the proposed 50% increased in filled rolls on the ground that the costing showed that this item had caused a considerable loss in the past.


It is hoped that the prices which are now in operation will enable Mr. Levenbach to at least break even on student and staff meals and that the procedure of carrying out costings on all items at various times during the year will be adopted to enable the Management Committee to review the cost structure each year.






NZUSA


This organisation has consolidated as an educational pressure group under the leadership of its first full-time President, Mr. R. S. Mountain. The success of his work was proved when Winter Council at Dunedin in August decided to continue the full-time Presidency. Mr. Mountain will be succeeded in his position in 1968 by Mr. J. J. McGrath. a former President of Victoria. I am sure the Association will wish him all the best in his new position.


The potential effectiveness of NZUSA has been clearly shown in its efforts to publicise the possible problem of students" unemployment during the Christmas vacation. Largely because of Mr. Mountain's statements and approaches to Ministers, the Government announced that emergency benefits would be available to students.






Bookshop


Early in 1967 Sweet & Maxwell (N.Z.) Ltd. purchased 22 Kelburn Parade, which is situated within the area zoned for University purposes, on the understanding that they would be able to set up a bookshop there. Unfortunately, they did not clear this with the University and when the matter came to the notice of the Administration it was found impossible to consent to the necessary change of use. Sweet & Maxwell Ltd. then made a conditional purchase of Ltd. Kelburn Parade, which is situated within the area zoned residential 'B' adjoining the area zoned for University purposes


The purchase was conditional upon Sweet & Maxwell obtaining the consent of the Wellington City Council (Town Planning Committee) to a change of use of the properly "to permit their use as a University Book Centre to meet the requirements of the University of Wellington, the members of its staff and its students".


In September your Executive decided to support Sweet & Maxwell's application. At the hearing before the Town Planning Committee of the City Council representatives of the University and the Association appeared in support of the application. In October the City Council, on the recommendation of the Town Planning Committee, rejected Sweet & Maxwell's application on the grounds that it was contrary to town planning principles, contrary to the public interest and it would be a detraction fom the amenities of the other inhabitants. The City Council also said that the objections (which were withdrawn) were upheld and that the bookshop should be part of a shopping block in the University grounds on the eastern side of Kelburn Parade so as to avoid a traffic hazard.


Sweet & Maxwell have obtained an extension of their option to purchase and will appeal to the Town and Country Planning Appeal Authority. The Association was disappointed at the attitude of the City Council as the advantages of a University bookshop are obvious and furthermore under the existing legislation the University would not be permitted to set up a bookshop on its own land. It is to be hoped that Sweet & Maxwell's appeal is successful.






Holiday jobs


It was realised early in the second term of 1967 that students might find it difficult to obtain the holiday jobs which they required to earn enough to see them through the following academic year.


Your Executive decided that as the problem could affect students throughout New Zealand it would be preferable for N.Z.U.S.A. to handle any action which was thought desirable. Accordingly, our delegation took several remits to Winter Council urging N.Z.U.S.A. to bring the potential problem to the attention of the Government and to publicise it if necessary. These remits were all adopted and formed the basis of N.Z.U.S.A.'s action on the problem during the rest of 1967.


. . . .


In August your Executive decided to proceed in four main ways: first, to assist N.Z.U.S.A. in every way, especially on the publicity side; secondly, to arrange a teach-in on the national problem of unemployment; thirdly, to run a questionnaire on student unemployment in conjunction with the Third Term Executive Elections; and fourthly, to make arrangements to deal with the practical side of a possible shortage of jobs through the University Appointments Board.


. . . .


Late in October Mr. Mountain suggested that the various University Councils should consider the problem. At Victoria the Student Representative on Council, in consultation with the Vice-Chancellor and the Secretary of the Appointments Board, prepared a Report for the V.U.W. Council with two recommendations, both of which were adopted, to the effect that the Council recognised the serious nature of the problem and that its concern be conveyed to the Government, asking the Government to set up a fund to be administered by the University to make grants to students in established cases of hardship.


Following talks between various Cabinet Ministers and Mr. Mountain, the Government announced in November that the emergency benefit would be made available to students in cases of hardship. As was pointed out at the time, this only answered part of the problem because the real difficulties would arise if students were unable to earn enough to enable them to return to University. The Government, however, took no action on this matter in 1967.






Appointments Board


Early on the Secretary of the Appointments Board. Mr. A. T. Mitchell, advised the Association that the Board was concerned with the difficulties students might experience in finding jobs in the Christmas holidays. During the third term the Board . . . circularised some 8,000 firms in the Wellington province asking for jobs. As a result of this letter and the publicity given to the difficulties the Board received offers of many jobs which were advertised in the Union ever) day and later kept in lists in the Association Office.


As at the end of 1967 it appeared that most students had. in fact, been able to find jobs at least until Christmas. This satisfactory result was due. I feel, in no small way to the publicity given to the potential problem and the generous reaction of employers in coming forward with many jobs as a result of that publicity. The Association is very grateful to the Appointments Board For its considerable efforts in the handling of job advertisements.






General


On behalf of the Executive I wish to record our thanks to the Association's Office staff for their efforts during the last six months which ensured that much of the business of the Association was carried out successfully.
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Here are extracts from the report of Douglas White, President of the Students' Association, for the six months from 29 June to 31 December. This half-year term enabled the Association year to run from January to December instead of June to June from 1968 onwards.


After some difficulty the new Constitution was finally adopted at a Special General Meeting in August, 1967. It has already been decided that the Executive would hold office until 31st December, 1967.


The Constitution was amended in a number of places in its adoption and it appears that further amendment will be required to make it a satisfactory document.


It is hoped that the system of administration contained in the new Constitution will be worked out during this year. Mention should be made of the difficulties caused by the Constitutional changes in the running of elections last year.


* * *


Under the new Constitution, elections will be held in the second term of each year to elect the Executive for the following year . . . .
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Caf crowding


At the meeting of the Student Union Management Committee in September 1967, the Vice-Chancellor reported that the Government 
would not approve, during the 1967-1968 financial year, the erection of any new University buildings or extensions to existing University buildings which had not already been commenced. In these circumstances the earliest date by which the extensions to the Union Building at Victoria could be completed is about March 1969 . . . .


Because student representatives on the Committee felt that Cafeteria overcrowding had reached saturation point . . . a Sub-Committee was set up to consider the matter. After consideration this Sub-Committee recommended to the Management Committee that a Snack Bar be set up in the Mens and Womens Common Rooms to operate during lunch-times for a trial period in 1968.


This proposal meant that the Women's Common Room would not be available for the exclusive use of women from 11.30 a.m. to 2.00 p.m., and the Men's Common Room would not be available for card-players before 2.00 p.m. The Executive felt that another room should be found for the exclusive use of women, either between 11.30 and 2.00 p.m., or permanently, and that there should be no card playing in the Union Building before 2.00 p.m.
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In November 1967, the Dining Room Sub-Committee of the Management Committee received Mr. Levenbach's Accounts for the first six months of 1967. These Accounts showed Mr. Levenbach had made unprecedented losses during that period. In fact the total loss on student and staff meals was over $2,000 more than the loss incurred for the entire year in 1965 and 1966. It is considered that this loss was caused by the increase in the cost of living which has put prices up and the increased cost of overheads in the Cafeteria. A costing carried out by Mr. Levenbach's Acountant showed that certain increases in the Dining Room prices were necessary.


Certain increases in the snack lunch were suggested by Mr. Levenbach and his Accountant and these were accepted by the Dining Room Sub-Committee. These suggestions were considered by Executive members before the Management Committee met and it was felt that while some increases were necessary, certain of the suggestions were inequitable, in particular the 50% increase in the cost of filled rolls and the one cent increase in the cost of coffee when there had been no increase in the cost of that item. Executive members felt that a costing ought to be carried out on the main course meals.


Consequently, at the November meeting of Management Committee the matter was referred back to the Dining Room Sub-Committee which was to consult with the President of the Association in the recommendations it put forward to the University Council. After Mr. Levenbach's Accountant had completed the costing on the main course meals the Dining Room Sub-Committee and the President met and agreed on the price increases which came into effect when the Cafeteria reopened this year.


The main course meal costing clearly showed that increases were required there also and it was calculated that to enable Mr. Levenbach to break even few alterations could be made in the original suggested increases. The President was, however, able to get the Sub-Committee to agree that the price of coffee should remain the same, while accepting the proposed 50% increased in filled rolls on the ground that the costing showed that this item had caused a considerable loss in the past.


It is hoped that the prices which are now in operation will enable Mr. Levenbach to at least break even on student and staff meals and that the procedure of carrying out costings on all items at various times during the year will be adopted to enable the Management Committee to review the cost structure each year.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 7. April 23 1968

NZUSA




NZUSA


This organisation has consolidated as an educational pressure group under the leadership of its first full-time President, Mr. R. S. Mountain. The success of his work was proved when Winter Council at Dunedin in August decided to continue the full-time Presidency. Mr. Mountain will be succeeded in his position in 1968 by Mr. J. J. McGrath. a former President of Victoria. I am sure the Association will wish him all the best in his new position.


The potential effectiveness of NZUSA has been clearly shown in its efforts to publicise the possible problem of students" unemployment during the Christmas vacation. Largely because of Mr. Mountain's statements and approaches to Ministers, the Government announced that emergency benefits would be available to students.
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Early in 1967 Sweet & Maxwell (N.Z.) Ltd. purchased 22 Kelburn Parade, which is situated within the area zoned for University purposes, on the understanding that they would be able to set up a bookshop there. Unfortunately, they did not clear this with the University and when the matter came to the notice of the Administration it was found impossible to consent to the necessary change of use. Sweet & Maxwell Ltd. then made a conditional purchase of Ltd. Kelburn Parade, which is situated within the area zoned residential 'B' adjoining the area zoned for University purposes


The purchase was conditional upon Sweet & Maxwell obtaining the consent of the Wellington City Council (Town Planning Committee) to a change of use of the properly "to permit their use as a University Book Centre to meet the requirements of the University of Wellington, the members of its staff and its students".


In September your Executive decided to support Sweet & Maxwell's application. At the hearing before the Town Planning Committee of the City Council representatives of the University and the Association appeared in support of the application. In October the City Council, on the recommendation of the Town Planning Committee, rejected Sweet & Maxwell's application on the grounds that it was contrary to town planning principles, contrary to the public interest and it would be a detraction fom the amenities of the other inhabitants. The City Council also said that the objections (which were withdrawn) were upheld and that the bookshop should be part of a shopping block in the University grounds on the eastern side of Kelburn Parade so as to avoid a traffic hazard.


Sweet & Maxwell have obtained an extension of their option to purchase and will appeal to the Town and Country Planning Appeal Authority. The Association was disappointed at the attitude of the City Council as the advantages of a University bookshop are obvious and furthermore under the existing legislation the University would not be permitted to set up a bookshop on its own land. It is to be hoped that Sweet & Maxwell's appeal is successful.
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It was realised early in the second term of 1967 that students might find it difficult to obtain the holiday jobs which they required to earn enough to see them through the following academic year.


Your Executive decided that as the problem could affect students throughout New Zealand it would be preferable for N.Z.U.S.A. to handle any action which was thought desirable. Accordingly, our delegation took several remits to Winter Council urging N.Z.U.S.A. to bring the potential problem to the attention of the Government and to publicise it if necessary. These remits were all adopted and formed the basis of N.Z.U.S.A.'s action on the problem during the rest of 1967.


. . . .


In August your Executive decided to proceed in four main ways: first, to assist N.Z.U.S.A. in every way, especially on the publicity side; secondly, to arrange a teach-in on the national problem of unemployment; thirdly, to run a questionnaire on student unemployment in conjunction with the Third Term Executive Elections; and fourthly, to make arrangements to deal with the practical side of a possible shortage of jobs through the University Appointments Board.


. . . .


Late in October Mr. Mountain suggested that the various University Councils should consider the problem. At Victoria the Student Representative on Council, in consultation with the Vice-Chancellor and the Secretary of the Appointments Board, prepared a Report for the V.U.W. Council with two recommendations, both of which were adopted, to the effect that the Council recognised the serious nature of the problem and that its concern be conveyed to the Government, asking the Government to set up a fund to be administered by the University to make grants to students in established cases of hardship.


Following talks between various Cabinet Ministers and Mr. Mountain, the Government announced in November that the emergency benefit would be made available to students in cases of hardship. As was pointed out at the time, this only answered part of the problem because the real difficulties would arise if students were unable to earn enough to enable them to return to University. The Government, however, took no action on this matter in 1967.
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Early on the Secretary of the Appointments Board. Mr. A. T. Mitchell, advised the Association that the Board was concerned with the difficulties students might experience in finding jobs in the Christmas holidays. During the third term the Board . . . circularised some 8,000 firms in the Wellington province asking for jobs. As a result of this letter and the publicity given to the difficulties the Board received offers of many jobs which were advertised in the Union ever) day and later kept in lists in the Association Office.


As at the end of 1967 it appeared that most students had. in fact, been able to find jobs at least until Christmas. This satisfactory result was due. I feel, in no small way to the publicity given to the potential problem and the generous reaction of employers in coming forward with many jobs as a result of that publicity. The Association is very grateful to the Appointments Board For its considerable efforts in the handling of job advertisements.
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On behalf of the Executive I wish to record our thanks to the Association's Office staff for their efforts during the last six months which ensured that much of the business of the Association was carried out successfully.
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No Pacts With Burglars or Enemies


by Tony Jaques
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Nguyen Van Giong, 3, was killed by a steel pellet bomb last year. Mrs. Cook took this photograph while in Hanoi.




If a burglar robs your house you don't negotiate with the burglar and say "You take the ground floor and we'll keep the upstairs." Nor do you say "We'll keep the house and you can have the orchard."


This is how the attitude of the North Vietnamese people was summarised by Mrs. Freda Cooke when interviewed at the recent Peace Power and Politics in Asia Conference in Wellington.


Mrs. Cooke has recently returned from Hanoi where she was on the staff of the Institute of Foreign Languages. "I was working at the correspondence school in Wellington in 1960 on a temporary basis when I learned they wanted an English teacher at Hanoi as they were getting involved in all sorts of international affairs" said Mrs. Cooke. "I had always been keen on the independence of former colonies and I was very interested in North Vietnam.


"My work was mainly the teaching of English to Vietnamese teachers." she said.


Asked about the bombing of the North, Mrs. Cook said "In Hanoi there is still a great deal still standing—the major part of the city in fact—but outside Hanoi and Haiphong practically every other town is totally destroyed.


"I think bombing really upsets people only in the early stages. It never really in the long run does anything with most people but enrage them.


"Soon after the bombing began in 1965 they began to evacuate small children and primary schools. They advised parents to send their children to stay with grandparents in the country. Most families have relatives in the country as it is only recently that the people, who are about 95% peasants, began to live in the large cities.


"At that early stage there was no real evacuation of working adults. This began gradually. At first they thought the bombing wasn't going to continue.


"Apart from the concrete tube shelters let into the footpaths, with little lids for the airraids, there are bomb-shelters in schools, shops, and some of the bigger houses. Some of the new shelters are being dug to a depth of seven metres, and I used to visit a hospital with room for two operating theatres underground."


On the bombing of the dykes Mrs. Cooke said. "This was an abominable act, and the result was the same as for any major flood, with people and cattle drowned, and crops flooded. To try to lessen the effects of this the people have built double-dykes and extra channels and reservoirs.


"Rice is still rationed of course, and certain foods are very short, especially meat. They can get mostly fish, shrimps, snails and frogs which they collect in the flooded paddies, and these are very nutritious.


"As well as this there is a store in Hanoi called 'The International Store' which has tinned food and so on for people who are able to pay for it. There are lines like Soviet Kamchatka crab and Chinese Milk, but many of the Vietnamese don't like tinned food very much anyway.


"The spirit of the people is very good. It's not as if they are passively waiting to be bombed. They have already shot down 2.800 enemy planes. There are also thousands of young people who have joined youth brigades to do repairs within a few hours. They might be given a section of road to keep clear of holes, and they have piles of raw materials piled up at the side.


"In August of last year the NLF put out a programme suggesting the different groups in the South who they would join with for an alternative government," said Mrs. Cooke on the political aspects of the war. "This would not really be a socialist government; the main thing is independence for South Vietnam. Their immediate programme does not include reunification, but does plan for a general election in the south.


"They regard many of the Vietnamese in the south as traitors because they called on the Americans. When the Americans leave I think they will have to take Ky and Thieu with them.


Of the North Vietnamese people who, in her own words, she has come to love and respect, Mrs. Cooke said "They feel sure they are going to have victory however long it takes. They say "We drove the Chinese out of our country after a thousand years. We were the only ones who kept out the Mongols of Kublai Khan. We drove out the French and Japanese and we will not be held by the Americans."
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Social Credit and the war 

Does cabinet decide too much?


It is one of the ironies of the New Zealand political scene that the so-called "right-wing" Social Credit League has policies and attitudes closely aproximating in some important respects those of the "Peace, Power and Politics in Asia" Conference.


Certainly, Owen Gager, chairman of the VUW Peace Committee, is wide of the mark when he twice brackets Social Credit with the R.S.A. as a synonym for "right-wing" in his 
Salient article of April 2.


One can hardly imagine the R.S.A. taking up with enthusiasm clause (L) of the Social Credit defence policy statement: "Compulsory military training will be abolished."


"Or, for that matter, clause (K): "All decisions on active participation in overseas theatres of war will be taken on a free vote in the House of Representatives."


This is the pivot of the Social Credit defence policy, and makes it radically different from those of the National and Labour parties.


Carried to its logical conclusion (and admittedly the League has not done this) it could lead to a de facto policy of nonalignment, should a Socred-dominated House simply vote down every proposal for sending troops overseas. While the League endorses how the principle of collective security, this is subordinate to the principle of the free vote.


Thus the policy slates, on Vietnam: "We believe that decisions such as this (military action in Vietnam) should have been made by Parliament, and not just by cabinet."


Professor Conor Cruise O'Brien told the PPP Conference he believed the world was entering a new era where foreign policy as well as domestic policy would be made by democratic means, instead of being left to the suspect wisdom of the diplomats.


The Social Credit policy would make possible in New Zealand a more direct influence of public opinion on Members of Parliament, guaranteed by their party a genuinely free vote. This attitude of Social Crediters is important now as well as for the future, because there is a real possibility that Social Credit could hold the balance of power after 1969.


Recent statements by Social Credit leaders make interesting reading in the light of the sentiments expressed at the PPP Conference. Take these for instance:


Mr. Cracknell, M.P.: "So we have the very real and human problem of people starving by the millions in a world which is capable of feeding them. From this stems the fears and frustrations which lead to wars, and the wars are readily financed by those who have helped bring them about." (Evening Post, March 20).


Mr. J. B. O'Brien (deputy-Ieader) : "We are told our men are fighting Communism, but this is not true. The Viet Cong movement is largely a nationalist one." (Manawatu Evening Standard, Nov. 10.)


Mr. Cracknell: "I believe that the Members of Parliament are elected to govern this country in matters both great and small. I believe that if the Executive Council can be called together in an emergency, that Parliament can likewise be called together in an emergency . . . . I am more than a little concerned at the repeated emphasis on urgency and expediency to the exclusion of normal democratic processes, which must include debate and decision, or at the very least confirmation by Parliament in the chamber . . . . I am thinking of New Zealand's involvement in Vietnam—an Executive Council decision." (Manawatu Standard, December 7.)


There is surely a degree of concern expressed here at the way New Zealand foreign policy is made which is similar to that expressed at the PPP Conference.


But in another important respect—attitudes to overseas finance—Social Credit finds itself in sympathy with the prevalent view of the conference. Many a public statement by Mr. Cracknell has warned of the dangers of heavy overseas borowing, and of increasing foreign investment in New Zealand.



The writer of this article, Stuart Dickson, is student in Political Science at VUW, and attended the Peace, Power, and Politics in Asia Conference as official observer for the N. Z. Social Credit League. He is President of the VUW Social Credit Club and Research Officer of the N.Z. Social Credit League.


Does all this mean then that Social Crediters are not "right-wingers" leaning towards fascism but are actually "left-wingers" leaning towards Marxism? The answer is that the very concepts of a political "left" or "right", inadequate at best, become meaningless when applied to a party like Social Credit. It is a new political animal, drawing its support in quite a different manner to National/Labour.


It is true that a majority of Social Crediters have until now supported maintaining New Zealand troops in Vietnam—the troops having been sent, and attempts at negotiation having failed. But because the League has no commitment to the positions of either "left" or "right", (unity is achieved by belief in an idea about economics) the issue is always open.


Several remits on the subject are scheduled for debate at the League's annual conference in May. If the Labour Party, as has been suggested, avoids probing deeply into the Vietnam issue at its own conference, then the third party's conference will become the only national forum where both sides are openly debated this year. This did not happen at the PPP Conference.
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The Return Of The Triboldies


Part 7



By Dennis List


We are encamped just over the pass, having left the valley of Ytinutroppo. Before us five paths depart. Which shall we take? Let the philosophers be called for. Where are they all?


Once again they were crowded into the bronze wagon, hunting frantically for the alkahest. One might wish them to search as diligently for their own resting-place. Paraphernalia has emerged. Which way? he is asked. He points idly to the right. It is of no importance, he has just remarked. Whichever way we go now, he says, will enable us to arrive at the same destination. Suddenly a rhinosceroscamel drawing a black wagon with blue spots has galloped down the widest path. Others are following. We are o


Only 164½ of us remain, which leaves but 115 able bodied after having subtracted 20 magicians, 23½ children, 4 invalids, 8 giggling Tropo women, and the unfortunate Corstorphine have bean excluded from the census. The unfortunate Corstorphine has been stricken by a strange disease which has rendered him unable to be seen.


According to Whirligig we are probably crossing a birthmark on the groin. Ahead of us there is what appears to be a pale gleaming rock projecting from the plain. Far behind us there are the hills that surround the valley of Ytinutroppo. Far ahead there is nothing but more of this, and the rock which I have already mentioned. I do not like this spot: it is too similar to where we have come from. Perhaps we are travelling along the circumference of a circle on the leg (perhaps the navel. I venture to suggest) and are opposite the point from where we started; if this is so I recommend an abrupt change of direction. But we have not yet travelled far enough for it to be so. The weather is almost unpleasantly warm. We must trust to the ancients that our own place is not like this. Does climate vary?


18653. Eight long years we have been away! We performed a ceremony at dawn this morning, the solemnity of which was marred a little by the magicians' uncertainty as to their chronology. I remember well that on the first day of each year the sun was clouded shortly after dawn, then the cloud passed. This did not occur today. It is whispered that the magicians have lost count of time, and that what purports to be the date heading this page is in fact a mere fabrication on the part of Nostradamus, our Chronologist. Sparadrap is exceedingly worried in case we should lost count of time . . . for all the calculations concerning the alkahest, The End, The Beginning, and above all the whereabouts of our homeland will he thrown into error if we lost time. The feeling about this runs strong among us all. If Nostradamus has jeopardised our people by losing a day, let him find it, or else replace it by a day of his own. Sparadrap is at present conferring with Nostradamus, examining the saw no doubt, measuring the cut in the beam, weighing the sawdust, and the like. The name of Nostradamus shall be Sumadartson if it prove that he has lost the day. Time belongs to us all, not to himself alone.


Fears are confirmed! Sawdust weighs less than the hole in the plank. Woe is the name of Sumadartson! Our progress has ceased, wagons stopped in mid-track, animals have ceased running without letting their legs touch the ground, and panic is spreading like Dysentery. Wagons are being turned inside out (and vice versa) in the desperate search for the absence of the small heap of sawdust (approximately 7¼ grains) that would indicate to us that the day is saved.


We have searched for three days and five nights and there is no sign of sawdust. The day is lost! Panic has overcome us all! It is midnight; we are camped in this sweltering heat, and sand blows about our ears. Most of us are exhausted. This heat is too much for the rhinoceros-camels, who have collapsed onto the ground, the sharp points of their humps pointing wickedly upwards at all angles. A few miles to the south stands the glistening rock which we have not yet examined, so frantic has been our search for the missing sawdust.


A solution has been propounded by Quidditas. He suggests that the missing day may have functioned as a bridge which cannot be crossed till later. Perhaps the path of time is not straight. If one day in the future is two days, then we shall know that the crosing of the bridge has been completed, and that we shall he free to pass on. Moreover, if the path of time crosses itself once more, the missing day shall be returned in double. He has with some difficulty removed his wooden leg and is scratching in the sand the following diagram:




[image: Diagram of a rope knot]


And the name of him who was called Woe shall be Nostradamus; all arc overjoyed at the day so cleverly found.


Now we are at the glistening pale rock; we are examining it through peculiar objects that make it look larger than it is. Our magicians find these objects of great interest. They are constructed of a substance like rock in hardness, but like air in vision. The objects are identical; dozens were heaped in a crack in this rock; they are cylindrical in overall form; one end of the cylinder is closed, and the other tapered to a small circular aperture. Most curious! The Troppo women travelling with us are certain that these objects arc artifacts of the Aggabuggers. Unhappy creatures, they do not speak our language and must communicate by pointing; Phenobarbara is bored with them and refuses to speak in their langauge; she has many other languages to study, she says. Perhaps it was unwise to bring these strangers. They undermine our solidarity.


We have found this most unusual rock to be composed of a number of bluish and yellowish translucent bubbles, joined by while matter. The rock is like soup! Amazing! One can plunge one's arm into it (with slight difficulty) and pull out the arm dry. Never before were such rocks known to man: the ancients say nothing. The rock is perhaps one day's saunter in circumference. Beyond it are others of the same kind, says long-sighted Laughing Gas.


Now we are travelling around the rock, stopping once in a while to thrust arms into it, testing its consistency. There are footsteps in the path we are following; large: perhaps made by a Brontosaurus, Unusual!


In the perfectly hemispherical surface (almost perfectly, to be exact) there is an excrescence, the height of four to six men, and of similar width. Within this transparent it is apparent that bubbles are moving downward slowly. To the most brilliant among us would suggest that the rock is soft centred, like a large and juicy chocolate.


To my right I see many more rocks of this same shape and colour, rising from the plain which becomes yet warmer with every breath we take. Only grass grows: however we have enough stocks of licorice and straw to last for years. How noble and brave our people is proving! We pass the nights in festivities, thinking only of our goal.
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No-one walks the streets



(There are no streets)



Beware of losing insanity!



Keep off the dog! beware of the grass!



(Grass . . . . Grass?)



For us of the "outer class"



They have another pill—



X-3 Anti-memory.



They'll be running out of letters soon.



Please be careful—



You are nearly the last Person



Who will listen to my mad mumblings.



Arthur
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Cavatina




Spirogyra green and brown



waving in the swirling depths



blue-green water from the womb



the deepest trench yet



timing your plunge . . .





Cavilling virgins



wielding instructions before



my narrow mind:



I do not understand the law



and have arranged my private



auto-da-fé





Glass-eyed submariners



bleeding sockets I saw:



You called to me my friends?



and plucked me out of the air



into your close world



dragging me down so deep



I couldn't look up and





See the inflated pod-bladders



of the sky slowly rotating



around the scar-tissue of



my ruptured retina





There is a pearl inside my skull



which is of a careful culture



and too valuable to split . . .





Perhaps when my lungs burst



I will float to the surface



and be a buoy for





The wreck of my life. If you see



this carcass leave it floating,



my virgin mourners. Do not raise



up this defenceless shell:



simply screw a brass plate to the skull.



Rhys. G. Pasley
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The Bongo Heart




I think I shall retire into myself,



Read only esoteric books, avante-garde



Stuff, hang paintings on black stone





Walls—abstract—with swooning colour



And curve, strawberry splotch



And pulsing hearts, dull maroon.





How would you like your heart



Tacked to the wall, the stone



Cold, impersonal, an anatomy student





Prodding? It would be some sacrifice.



Fresh human heart, possibly fit



For transplantation. "It's a wonder



He lived so long, held on so



Long before he died"—according



Too . . . . Buggar life with its





Bamboo curtains, skins rugs, jeans,



Suede jackets. Buggar the intellectual



Babble about deep things, the frowns,





Scowls, the occasional reverent nod,



One's piety unquestionable. Let us



All drink wine, sherry, eat rubber





Cheese, cultivate long flowing hair—



A speedometer test from crown to waist—



Collect driftwood and precious stones;





Become rock-hounds. Throw



Away the alphabetical blocks,



The numerals, the numbers one to ten.





I shall spread dyed, patched



Scrim and sacking on a bare



Board floor, then stoop, bowed





Like a ruptured nun over a



Dead boulder in front of a roaring



Fire, flames licking piebald





Skin stretched taut across



My autumn face. And all the while



The bongo heart thumps away inside.



Brian Turner
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As I passed out one evening with



a promising young wench



I spied the steeplechaser



Lying in a trench





Blood on sacred surplus



O atrocious day!



Almighty Ath remove thy child



He's starting to decay.



J.H.
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The Clerk




Long boxed-in days;



long box



cut short



his holidays.



Eric Beach
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Him




Him




His flyblown fingers



were clammy and heated



I saw in those distant eyes



A shimmer of once rejected light.



I felt for that poor soul



As one feels for a particular marshmallow at the bottom of a bag



Squashing the others to get to it



Prodding it out, half its original size



Chewing it with relish



And once swallowed—forgotten!



David White
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the summer smell of jackal's urine



rising sweet from the salt of the old,



old earth; and above, the purification



of an ancient order; birds of the dawn,



your kiss upturned in this foreign wind,



and from the hollows new life being foaled.



And above the river clean linen stretched



between the skulls of the Great Multitudes,



while from the hills a Stranger comes



to taste the potion secretly brewed



by men of little leisure while the sea-birds



creased the diamonds on faroff waves.



Amongst all this the dream of rebirth;



the rejection of all lastic burning tyres,



the immolation of the hot-eyed angel and



the one whose mother is heated by anger.



Burning seed and fragrant rose,



their channelling through this funnel



and the erotic fungus that is the cry of primitive;



buffalo dung that is the eternal stimulant of ancients.





wind fragrance caught by the morning splendour



on valley-sides; the playful craft of foxgloves



cooling the rising heather, alien now friend,



friends are the daffodils by the graveyard,



an acquaintance made from travels to other lands,



and mothers



are those that reek of past adultery, sodomy



of our too primitive age; a dream sequence



that relates a traveller's tale in which



a sweeter sight was seen.



T. H. Kohere
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Records: American pop


The last two month's record releases have been marked by outstanding pop L.P.'s issued by groups and artists that first made their name in 1967. America is still sadly lagging in the current pop scene, but two San Francisco groups who share the same Warner Brothers Studio are attempting to make up for the poor standard of the other groups—Harpers' Bizarre and the Association. Their sound is essentially vocal; intricate harmonies with polyphonic undertones.


The Bizarre's first L.P. was out in late '67—
Feelin 
Groovy (WBS 1693 Stereo). They proved conclusively that old Sergey Prokofiev was the first of the hippies with a swinging version of "Peter and the Wolf". Their hits "Come into the Sunshine" and "Feelin Groovy: the 59th Street Bridge Song", plus a host of Randy Newman tunes including "The Debutantes' Ball"—'where no-one gets stoned, cos its all chaperoned" and "Simon Smith and his Amazing Dancing Bear".


Their second L.P. released last month, 
Anything Goes (WBS 1716 Stereo) reverts a little from the Bach-like sounds, however they still depend on the lead and counterpoint vocalists. The disc has a fantastic beginning—a recording of a 1920 Disc Jockey Smiling Eddie Fatootsie, broadcasting direct from "atop the Altoona Motor Hotel"; all crackled and hollow—then suddenly a full 1968 Stereo blast as the group launches into Cole Porter's "Anything Goes". They also hark back to the old days with the Glen Miller Standard "Chattanooga Choo Choo".


The Association 
L.P. 'Insight Out' (WBS 1969 Stereo) takes more getting used to, but repeated playing certainly strengthened my initial interest. "Never My Love" was possibly the most beautiful pop tune of 1967 and here it shows up even better in splendid stereo sound. "Requiem for the Masses" sounds a bit pretentious at first, with kinky Kyrie's mixed with pop rhythms and effects. but one can't be at all critical of the excellent vocal work.


The pick of 1967's new groups was the Alan Price Set Randy Newman has also written some of his hit material—"Simon Smith", and "Tickle Me". Price now acts as the composer's English agent and his latest L.P. "
A Price on His Head" (Decca SKLM 4907 Stereo) contains seven tracks written by Randy (what a name!). Much of the original bluesy sound of the group has gone. Alan's voice seems to have lost much of its soul' quality, and become very happy and carefree. His version of "So Long Dad" hasn't the sardonic tone of Manfred Mann's Mike D'abo. He still persists in recording some Gerry Goffin /Carole King mush; these complaints are small because the rest of the disc is good. Special mention to a sympathetic performance of Dylan's "Ramona" with only vocalist and piano.


Nancy Sinatra Only really proved herself last year. A disc jockey friend of mine played me selections from his complete collection of her L.P.'s and it was quite amazing to hear her transformation from the brash, unrefined pop star, to be polished, mature artist she is now. In December NBC produced a Christmas special with her as the star; unfortunately it was too expensive for little old N.Z.B.C., so one has to make do with the Reprise soundtrack of the T.V, show 
Moving with Nancy (RPS 6277 Stereo). Lee Hazelwood and Nancy contribute "Velvet Morning" and "Jackson", Dean Martin teams up for "Things", and "A very close relative" rende, "Younger Than Springtime"—the worst track of the album. The rest is all Nancy—"Up, Up and Away". "This Town" also a wild account of "What'd I Say". Lee Hazlewood's arrangements are just as good as ever—the only person in the world who can rival him is 
EMI's (and Paul Jones') Mike Leander. A brilliant, spacious recording.




—Don Hewitson
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Food: Milk & money


Pierre Langouste


I would like to apologize to my readers for the mincemeat the sub-editors made of my last column. Not that there is anything wrong with mincemeat in itself, but because, like Kiwi Cooks, the subs were concerned only with the amount of space they could fill. I have therefore decided not to discuss any preparations this time, in the hope that if I do not offer my sub a substantial dish, he will not be tempted to predigest it.


I once heard a prominent member of the National Party remark that it was absurd that the Minister of Overseas Trade of a dairy exporting country should be served imported cheeses. He (I mean 
both of them) has just eaten at a function where exactly this happened.


Had he (the former one this time) considered the alternatives from a gastronomic rather than political point of view he could hardly have reached the some conclusion, for though large quantities of local cheese are available, quality and variety compare unfavourably with imported cheese. The Minister was wise enough to realise that political experience is of little use in judging cheese.


When we consider the other delicacies that should be available in this land of milk and money, the situation is even worse. What do you do when confronted by a recipe that says "Take three live crayfish . . ." (Ecrevisse a I'americaine)—Unless you have your own pots or a fishmonger under your thumb, you are never likely ever to see a live crayfish, much less be able to buy one. Another example: "Scrub and soak 1( pints 
fresh mussels . . ." (Moules a la Provencale). I have never seen uncooked mussel offered for sale in this country.


I was therefore pleasantly surprised by an article by Graham Kerr in "The Epicurean", an Australian magazine on sale here for the first time. He suggests that New Zealand Will become a kind of Fortnum and Mason's to the world:


"What New Zealand is currently doing is to producer a wide variety of excellent unusual foods for very special markets". These excellent unusual foods include "toheroa . . butterfish . . paua . . baby tuna steaks . . milk-fed veal . . jellied venison consomme . . venison salami."


My initial enthusiasm on reading this article cooled somewhat, as I realised that these foods would probably go the way of the best of our primary production: overseas. Prawns are a case in point. They have already been freeze-dried and exported, yet the only chance we have of getting New Zealand prawns is to buy the tinned variety from Japan. There is then the faint possibility that they were caught in our waters.


Another delicacy I would like to see on sale is rabbit Unfortunately, our politicians, in their usual manner, have thrown the baby out with the bathwater when formulating rabbit control regulations.


When the vast range of natural flavour at present neglected has been exploited there will still be room for development of the variety of prepared ingredients available. Jellies, stocks, consommes and any other preparation that can be used as an ingredient when the cook has not the time or energy to prepare the real thing. As the moment, prepared ingredients comprise a few old Favourites, such as custard powder, so widely used that I suspect many of my country men have never tasted a real custard. I think we can do without it and some of the more recent additions, such as T.V. dinners.


Instead wide variety of prepared ingredients, such as the better ones available in the U.S., could be developed and would give a great stimulus to the culinary art. But we will have to watch that enough is held back from export to satisfy our own needs, so a little chauvinis, would not be amiss here. Why should we sell our best food to foreigners and eat pap ourselves—It is merely buying our motor cars for a mess of potage.
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Drama: The witch-hunt



The Crucible, by Arthur Miller, is about witch hunting in Massachusetts in 1692. It was Miller's direct theatrical response to the latterday witch-hunting of Joseph McCarthy and the Un-American Activities Committee some of whom ironically, ended up In the prisons to which they had condemned others. No such rough justice could be given the victims in Salem, who ended their lives by torture or by hanging. Miller's play is thus strong on (drama, and the producer for the VUW Drama Club, Antony Groser, seized must of the opportunties available to him. The production moved swittly-and bless the organisation, by the way, for its prompt start, its courteous front of house, its professionalism, and damn it to the Antarctic for the theatre's freezing temperature-rose to its climaxes in magnificent fashion, and developed the more difficult gentle passages most effectively.


Two scenes stand out in particular: first, the blazing horror generated by Abigail and her cohorts' hysteria in the anteroom of the Court, a scene greatly assisted by the previous clash of wills between the Deputy-Governor and John Proctor, and secondly, the moving final reconcilation of beliefs between Proctor and his wife.


The play was performed in a simple, adaptable set (lit, by the way, in too roseate a hue for young actors desperately trying to look older), and in costumes that were, for the most part, execrable. The young girls looked fine, but the men, struggling about in converted capping gowns and dyed, lightweight burlap, appeared to give up the attempt at looking reasonable, and instead chose to devote their energies to keeping the costumes on. Mr. Groser's production deserved something better than this.


But this is carrying criticism in the light of the total effort, for the acting of the students and their concerted work was often of a very high calibre. They were well served in their leads. John and Elizabeth Proctor (John and Gwen Hopkins) sustained their demanding roles well, although I could have wished for their first scene together to have reflected more of their personal tension, their growing estrangement, and their resulting preoccupation. It was difficult at first to believe that they had lived together a number of years or that that particular house was theirs. Nonetheless, as the play developed, so did the power of their performances.


Heather Robb as Abigail had. in the early scenes, the right amount of vixenishness (a la 
Fleur Forsyte), deviousness, and sexual precocity. Her "presence" on stage is astonishing, and it must have been difficult in the later scenes for her to control her obvious talent for big playing. At the only person in the cast who had to work to play a younger character, she would have been helped if her leading man had worn something other than flat slippers. This coupled with the fact that she wore a long, long shift in the scene in the woods did nothing to alter my conviction that the scene-added later by Miller-adds little of dramatic value to the play.


The Rev. Samuel Parris (Chris Cottingham) was played too much within one dimension, and his over-played, overwrought state at the beginning of the play left him little else but to continue his hand-wringing until the end. In contrast was the performance of Peter McKenzie as the Rev. John Hale, perhaps the most difficult of all the roles; a slightly smug man at the beginning (Mr. McKenzie mishandled this), Hale becomes a man tortured by the acts that have been committed and by his own involvement, and it is then that Mr. McKenzie, dropping a clipped, and not entirely understandable, style of speech, rose quite brilliantly to the challenge. He gave Terry Baker (as deputy-Governor Danforth) plenty of material off which he could play, and Mr. Baker used all of them, bringing a cold, reasoned logic to his mad and savage administration. It was easy to believe from his performance that Danforth could wield such a cruel and overriding power.


Susan Lothian's Mary Warren is easily the best of several I have seen. Faltering, not very bright, torn between her conscience and her fear, her Mary Warren lent credence to scenes that are dangerously near to melodrama.


In a cast of over twenty, one finds the business of singling out individuals difficult, but if one minor character stood out, it was Hamish Tristram's Marshall Willard. The question of age in student productions is a vexed one, and in a production like this, where neither the lighting, the make up, nor the flimsy costumes helped, the actor must look to himself. To "act" old (as did Sandra Nevezie and Ken Laraman) is not enough-the young actor must add weight to his body, his thoughts, and, is it were, his world. He must, always, in the final issue, aim first to achieve a sense of being old, and slow the tempo of everything down to this rhythm until his shoulders, his heavy feet, his gestures, and even his eyes reflect the weight of years and of knowledge. Then, even if he must hurry, he must do so on these terms. In short, the problem is as much a psychological one as a technical one, and while heavier boots, heavier clothes and even heavier movements are essential, they are not the entire answer Which brings me to Mr. Hamish Tristram (and with a name like that, what else could he be but an actor?) Of the entire cast (except, perhaps for Proctor and Danforth). he brought a rough rusticity, a sense of a slower and more ponderous age, and a quality of "stillness" and quiet authority to his role. This, coupled with a rich, country voice, ensured that his exit line (and it was almost his only one); "If I may say it, sir, I know this man all my life. It is a good man, Sir," was a rare and beautiful moment in the theatre. If I have made much of what seems little, it is because I wish to point out much that I consider important to this talented band of players.


All in all, then, a fine production with some superb moments. If Mr. Groser's picturisations and moves were sometimes clumsy, and the exists and entrances-their placement downstage, and their use by the actors— lamentably weak-such faults were more than compensated for by a tremendous sense of progression, an exciting rhythm throughout, and a particularly clean grasp by all of the play's intentions and direction.


A curious contrast indeed with a horrid little reading last week of another "topical play". Barbara Carson's 
MacBird, performed in the lunch-hour by members of the V.U.W. Drama Club. This sub-varsity pastiche received the production and the merciful oblivion that such tastelessness deserves. Its subject matter apart (and even the "Wahine" tragedy will be fair game for some aspiring voyeur, I suppose), the quality of the writing was in inverse proportion to its notoriety. A dirty joke, if it lacks wit, is merely depressing.


I cannot think of a better antidote to such poisonous material that the present production of 
The Crucible.



George Webby.


(Mr. Webby recently returned from Dallas, Texas, where he studied drama for nearly three years. He is at present Principal Lecturer in the Related Arts at Wellington Teachers College.)
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Gager and Logic



Sir-We do not expect your writers to have much knowledge of human nature or the complexities of social and political relationships, but we do expect them to be aware of the criteria for what is called rational thought.


In his third successive appearance in 
Salient Owen Gager makes much music about the paranoia of the right wing and their obsession with property, etc., etc. He explains New Zealand's support of American policy thus:


"It merely reflects the fact that any right wing government will be anti-Communist. Any anti-Communist government will support the most powerful anti-Communist state. This is not subservience to the United States. It is typical right-wing paranoia."


If we substitute "communist" for "right-wing" and "capitalist" for "communist" in the quoted passage (also substituting either "China" or "Russia" for "the United States") we have two logically equivalent propositions—both, by the way, absurd.


Terms like "paranoia" and "obsession", when predicated of huge and abstract collective nouns, are meaningless, and best never used. When used they signify an untidy mind in their user-sometimes one to which the terms are themselves applicable.


Yours faithfully, John Medley.


[Owen Gager replies: I would agree with Mr. Medley if he is saying (is he?) that obsessive anti-capitalism is anti-Communism; indeed, if he might have noticed I was attacking 
both right and left for their attachment to conspiracy theories of history. My use of the word 'paranoid' may lack clinical exactitude, but if 
his definition of 'paranoia' is 'loose use of psychological terms' my use of the term is both more conventional and less all-embracing than is his.]






Bias



Sir-I do not question your political leaning, rather, your journalistic technique. In the two last issues of 
Salient, a startling number of left-handed citizens have revealed themselves. Is it that folk-singers and fencers have to be ambidextrous? Are left-handed banjos, guitars, fiddles and foils going cheap?


Might all those whose faces figure on your pages be seen to be left-handed if shown-say, writing? Has someone, perhaps boobed?


Yours etc.


Stuart Henderson.


[This is one of the problems involved in liaison with a printer 100 miles away. The lower price makes it worth while.-ed.]






Our money



Sir,-The treasurer's report published recently in 
Salient distresses me (removes tongue from check). Seriously though, several questions suggest themselves.


Why was the Labour Party Club granted $225, and the Pol. Science Club only $25. Were these grants made to further and encourage political thought, or to encourage Labour Party thought? Can it be that Exec. is a secret branch of the Labour Party? This political bias should disturb us more than, for example, student power.


Sports clubs collected about 4.1 times as much as the cultural clubs, spread, moreover, in larger lumps (average of $188, against $56 for cultural clubs). The highest grant to a cultural club was $225, to the Labour Club, or the Debating Society's $140, if you ignore political parties (Debating Society may be a political parly, who can fathom it?) This figure of $225 is exceeded by seven sports clubs, with the squash club taking the prize with $546. I fear that these facts mean that the Rugby, Racing and whatever-it-is attitude has crept into our Ivy (or moss) covered halls. Cultural (
not political) matters seem to be sadly neglected at Vic. I know that there are groups such as the choirs, and the literary society, but they seem to have little voice compared with, say, the Swords Club.


A more basic point is suggested. Why should clubs be subsidised by all students through the Stud. Ass. fee. I cannot foresee a time when I would voluntarily give money to the squash club, or to the Labour Party club. Presumably the people who want to give money to clubs will be members of them, so let the clubs raise their own dough. I understand that the Film Society, and the Drama Club manage in this way.


Gordon A. Findlay.






Naughty



Sir-Yesterday my Uncle Jim who lives on a farm told me that people who march to Parliament with banners with things written on them are naughty. My Uncle Jim was a famous soldier in the war in the desert and he said that Hilter was bad and Sir Winston Churchill was good. Uncle Jim showed me some medals he got in the war and he said that people at university with beards are bad. I told my Uncle Jim all about Mr. Wedderspoon and he said he was good. Why can't everyone be good?


Yours very humbly,


W. E. Winter.
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Vic eight's decisive win



The Victoria eight took a spectacular win at Wanganui to win the feature rowing event.


The Easter regatta was held in Wanganui on Saturday. The feature event, the tutor Varsity Eights race was the first to start.


Auckland jumped out from the gun, with Canterbury second and Victoria third at the half-mile mark. The other university crews were not a challenge.


As the race settled. Auckland began to crack as Canterbury and Victoria applied the pressure. The skilful steering of Noel Lynch had by this stage put Victoria in the better water.


With a hardened dozen Victoria look a length off the Auckland boat. Canterbury were slower to realise Auckland's weakness, and Victoria was a length clear by the mile and a quarter mark.


From then to the finish Victoria was forced to work to maintain its lead, by a determined Canterbury crew, but emerged the victor for the third year in succession. Massey came a well-waited third.


In the College fours, the Victoria crew relied upon their minimal training to come last. The novice four, which was to distinguish itself later in the weekend, did little better.


The single sculls was again won by John Gibbons. Taking an early lead he was content to watch the remainder of the field for most of the race. Although Norm Sherpe of Otago made a determined challenge over the final Mages Gibbons proved superior.


Otago had its revenge in the double sculls, beating Victoria by 2½( lengths. The NZU crew again contained a strong Victoria contingent: Gibbons. Trott, Gamble and Gilbert.


The regalia result was: Victoria 1st, Canterbury 2nd. Otago 3rd.







Athletics



For Victoria, the NZU athletics championships were a mixture of misfortune and disappointment.


Although Vic looked strong. Otago won the points shield. This was in spile of two tiring days travelling through storm and shipwreck.


Track conditions for Saturdays' competition were unfavourable. The loose surface of the heavy grass track was heavily cut up. and this together with a strong wind on Monday left no chance of really fast times.


As expected Vic's Penny Haworth was a star of the meeting, taking a fine sprint double: 100 yards in 10.9s and 220 yards in 24.6s. both fine performances on the heavy track.


In the women's relay. Penny ran last starting her leg with a 10 yards deficit on Otago, who were in the lead. She drew abreast of the Olago runner in the straight, only to draw up to a sudden halt with an injured hamstring muscle. Penny managed to limp across the line to take second place.




[image: Photo by P. Craven.]


Penny Howarth, Vic's leading athlete, winning the 220 yards at Easter Tournament in 24.6 seconds.




After a good placing in the National Championships final. Vic's Alan Dougal was favourite for the 220 yards Hurdles title. However he too sustained hamstring injuries in the heats of his event, and only managed a second place in this race, and in his other event, the 440 yards Hurdles.


Vic athletes chose to represent NZU in Australia were:


Penny Haworth-Women's 100 yards, 220 yards and 440 yards.


Alan Dougall - 220 yards Hurdles.


Richard Tweedie-880 yards, 4 × 440 yards relay.







Yachting



Victoria emerged overall winners of the New Zealand University's Easter Tournament yachting regatta held on the Wanganui River.


The regatta was marred by unfavourable weather and a drift-wood covered course, and featured several spectacular capsizes during the three days' racing.


The regatta reached a virtual standstill on Saturday and Sunday when driftwood carried away marker buoys.


In the first race on Saturday Victoria was disqualified in the moths which was a triumph for 'Canterbury's C. Poulton, who had been headed nearly all the way by G. Abbott of Massey. Auckland's P. Robertson was third.


R. Harvey and M. Leahy, of Massey, made the most of reduced competition to win from Otago's D. Thompson and A. Atkinson.


After vain attempts to race on Sunday, it was not until Monday morning that the second race could be held, and even then three cherubs and two moths were claimed by capsizes in a 40 m.p.h. wind.


C. Boulton of Canterbury was again victorious in the moths, relishing in the gusty wind. Victoria's B. Johnston was second, closely followed by M. Robertson of Auckland.


Victoria (M. Pether, H. Anderson) won the cherubs and Auckland and Massey were next across the finish.


The third and fourth races of the series were also run on Monday, in exhausting and wet conditions.


The third race of the Easter tournament regatta began a bare half hour after the second had finished. First casualty was Otago who ran on to an island in the river at full speed and split the bottom of their yacht.


Capsizes were the order of the day. as were terrific speeds in both classes. Auckland had the edge in the cherubs with crewman P. A. McNaughton using his 6 ft. 2 in. and 14 stones to advantage.


However. Victoria with a little more finesse, swept in for first.


Victoria continued to pile up the points with their third win of the day in the moths' third race.


B. Johnston overcame his earlier defeats by C. Boulton (Canterbury) and thoroughly deserved his victory in this race.


A terrific tussle developed between Auckland and Victoria in the cherubs, but then Victoria capsized and Auckland took the lead fo ran exciting finish. Only Auckland and Victoria finished the race.


In the moths' fourth race Glenn Abbott of Massey had his mast collapse on the last leg, and only two crews finished — Canterbury comfortably ahead of Victoria.


Over all in the cherubs Auckland and Victoria were superior in the rough conditions. with Victoria winning on points.


In the moths. Canterbury's C. Boulton stole the limelight for a meritorious win in the series, followed by Victoria's B. Johnston and G. Abbott of Massey.


Overall winners of the tournament were Victoria with 4371 points. Auckland second with 3116 points and Massey third with 2940 points.







Nzu Team


A New Zealand Universities Athletic Team will tour Australia in May.


The tour, from May 6 to May 26. will culminate in a Test against an Australian Universities Team in Brisbane on May 25.


The following is the N.Z.U. representative athletics team announced in Palmerston North on Monday 15 April I968:




Women


P. Cochran (O). G. Hannan (C). P. Howarth (V). G. Longman (O). L. Tong (A). B. Walker (O).




Men


D. Cairns (M). R. Clarke (A). P. Crawford (M), K. Darling (O), A. Dougall (V), A. Jordan (A). G. Keddell (O). J. Le Grice (A). E. Robertson (M). W. Spiers (O). D. Sutherland (O), D. Tweedie (V). A. Welsh (O) Team Captain.







Swimming


By Prue Brock



Prue Chapman, of Victoria, won the 220 yards medley at Easter Tournament in a time 1.2 seconds under Tui Shipston's New Zealand record.


Her time of 2.35.6 was only 1.1 seconds over the Olympic qualifying time.


The time was also a fantastic 22.8 sees, under the old NZU record.


In the 110 freestyle Prue was three seconds under the old NZU record, though 1.5 secs, outside the national record, and in the 110 backstroke she was 5 seconds under the NZU record.


Other performances which raised the rather low standard of swimming included Barnett Bond of Auckland who won the men's 110 yds backstroke in an NZU record time of 68 seconds.


Alan Kindred of Canterbury set an NZU record of 4.46.3 in the men's 440 freestyle. He is NZ champion at 440 and 1650 yds.


One of Vic's most prominent swimmers was Alan Trotter. who was the outstanding goalkeeper in the waterpolo, and a NZU rep.


Other successes for Vic were gained by Robbie Walker who was 1st in the I 10 yds men's freestyle. 3rd in the 220 yds men's medley, and a NZU water-polo rep.


Drusilla Megget was 1st in the women's diving and Prue Brock was 1st in 110 yds women's breast-stroke and 2nd in 110 yds women's butterfly.
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Tuesday 23


12 noon. Common Common Room. The Minister of Finance, the Hon. R. D. Muldoon speaks on University Education. National Club.


1 p.m. Memorial Theatre. The New Zealand String Quartet —Alex Lindsay, John Dobbs, Vyvyan Yendoll, Farquhar Wilkinson, with Ronald Webb (Oboe) will perform music by Mozart and Shostakovitch. Admission at door 30 cents.


5 p.m. Ramsay House, 36 Kelburn Parade Bible Study.


7-10.30 p.m. Women's Common Room. Asian Studies Society AGM. Films and a speaker.


7-11.15 p.m. Common Common Room. Catholic Society Wine and Cheese Evening. Tickets 70c from member of Committee.






Wednesday 24


8.20 a.m. Quite Room. The NCC Chaplain will celebrate Holy Communion.


9 a.m.-4 p.m. Between Hunter Building and SUB. The Mobile X-ray Unit will be at the University Students are urged to avail themselves of this facility.


12 noon. Common Common Room Pooh club poetry reading. Membership drive. Proclaimation of charter. Honey provided.


12 noon. Quiet Room. Catholic Society Mass.


1 p.m. Common Common Room. Catholic Society Room. Anglican Society talk "Worshop and Mission" by Bro. Geoffrey S.S.F. and Rev. Charles Haskell.


1 p.m. Memorial Theatre. Po. Sci. Soc Lecture.


7 p.m. Royal Society Rooms. Buckle Street, S.G.M. followed by Professor Vignaux speaking on "Operational Research". Note early time of meeting.


7.30 p.m. Ramsey House. 36 Kelburn Parade. Anglican Society Seminar. "Worship and Mission" by B. o. Geoffrey, S.S.F. and Rev. Charles Haskell A follow-up to the lunchtime talk.


8 p.m. Memorial Theatre. Opening night of 
Extrav—the greatest show on earth-booking at Stud Ass Office and DIC. Students 60c. nonstudents 70c. Produced by Roger Hall.


8 p m. Law Faculty Club Stein Evening Savage Club Rooms. I Kent Terace. 30c admission —buy your jugs.






Thursday 25



Anzac Day. The Student Union Building will be open between 1 p.m. and 1.15 p.m. Food services will not be available on ANZAC Day.


The Gymnasium will be open between 1 p.m. and 10.30 p.m.


12.30-1.30 p.m. Ramsey House. 36 Kelburn Parade. Ang. Soc. Hunger Lunch-25c. Profits for relief of world hunger. There will be no Music Department Concert on Anzac Day.


8 p.m. Memorial Theatre. Extravaganza 1968-produced by Roger Hall. Bookings at Stud Ass Office and DIC. This one night has been set aside for students with tickets at 45c.






Friday 26


12-1 p.m. Tennis Pavilion. Salamanca Road. Geography Students' Society Luncheon. Guest Speaker Mr. K. V. Clark. Town Planner. Chairman Mr. T. C. McGee, Lecturer in Urban Geography. Tickets B5c from Geog, Demonstrator or 
Geog. Soc. Committee members.


12.15-2 p.m. Memorial Theatre. Bresson's "Pickpocket" (French film) VUW Film Soc.


1 p.m. RB106. Catholic Soc. Mass.


1.15 p.m. RB108. Anglican Soc. Eucharist.


8 p.m. Memorial Theatre. Extrav 1968. Bookings at Stud Ass Office and DIC. Students 60c. non-students 70c.






Saturday 27


8 p.m. Memorial Theatre. Extrav. 1968 produced by Roger Hall. Book now at Stud Ass Office or DIC. Students 60c non-students 70c.






Monday 29


12 noon. Law Students Luncheon. Farewell to Prof Aikman. Council Rooms.


Easterfield. Further details in lectures.


7.45 p.m. Royal Society Rooms. Buckle Street. "Psychedelic Drugs—the Pros and Cons'. by Dr. John Dobion and Mr. C. R. Henwood.






Coming events


10.12 May, Sacred Heart Col lege, Island Bay. 
University Catholic Societies of N.Z. Congress. Leading speakers, seminars. social events etc. Tickets $11.00 Contact Committee members or chaplain.


Friday 7th June. 
VUW Ski Club Ball to be held in the SUB. Refreshments and a good supper will be provided. Watch noticeboard for details.



Ski Lodge news to date—shell of new extensions is finished. Builders starting to renovate interior of existing hut. Water septic tanks will be finished in three weeks. We are still accepting new members.




The Sandwich Lunch Bar Will Be Open On Saturdays During The Second And Third Term Between 10.30 A.M. And 1.30 P.M. This Service Commences On Saturday 25Th May. The Sandwich Lunch Bar Will Not Be Open On Saturday 1St June, Queen's Birthday Weekend.




Gymnasium News: Miss Marie Polson has now taken up her position as Assistant Physical Welfare Officer. 
Women's classes will therefore will commence as from now. Students interested in Creative Dance and Keep Fit should contact Miss Poison at the Gymnasium. 70-319 Extension 77.



VUW Squash Club's Weekly Club Night is Monday, at John Reid's Squash Centre starting at 7.30 p.m.


On Tuesday 30 April at 12 noon. Mr. J. B. O'Brien will speak on "
Economics, War and Vietnam". Social Credit. Club.




All Notices For Newsheet Must Be In The Hands Of The Students Association Office By 10 A.M. On The Thursday Before Publication.
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Tuesday 23




Tuesday 23


12 noon. Common Common Room. The Minister of Finance, the Hon. R. D. Muldoon speaks on University Education. National Club.


1 p.m. Memorial Theatre. The New Zealand String Quartet —Alex Lindsay, John Dobbs, Vyvyan Yendoll, Farquhar Wilkinson, with Ronald Webb (Oboe) will perform music by Mozart and Shostakovitch. Admission at door 30 cents.


5 p.m. Ramsay House, 36 Kelburn Parade Bible Study.


7-10.30 p.m. Women's Common Room. Asian Studies Society AGM. Films and a speaker.


7-11.15 p.m. Common Common Room. Catholic Society Wine and Cheese Evening. Tickets 70c from member of Committee.
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exec. members report 


Public Relations Officer


— Rhys Harrison


1968's Public Relations programme has been highlighted by the inception of a "new look" radio show on Station 2ZB. The programme, entitled "Vox Victoriae" is presented every Monday at 9.15 p.m.


The purpose of "Vox Victoriae" is two-fold. While aiming to reflect student opinion and activities, it strives at the same time to provide the general public with an accurate view of university life. The NZBC have co-operated enthusiastically in presenting the programme and stall members have devoted many energetic hours to getting the show on the air. But the onus of making "Vox Victoriae" a success rests entirely with the students. The NZBC employees cannot compile the necessary material—they can only arrange it for presentation.


For this reason students are urged to manifest some support for "Vox Victoriac"-support which has not as yet been forthcoming. Forty-five minutes of radio time is ample for 5,000 students to exhibit their allegedly much suppressed multifold talents. The NZBC welcomes contributions from both individuals and groups, expressing opinions on any topic.


So students don't let this opportunity escape! Send any and all correspondence:


C/o "Vox Victoriae",


Current Affairs Section,


N.Z.B.C.,


Broadcasting House,


Bowen Street.
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Make ye old time profitt. Selle ye old time Cappicade.





Transistor - Radio Electrical Repairs



Radiart Co.


22 
Brandon Street Wellington




For Quality Meat call 

Upland Road Butchers


86 Upland Road 
Kelburn




James Soteros



New Hairdressing Salon


•



47 
Farish Street and 23 
Manners Street


For All Student Styles




Barry & 
Sargent Ltd Opticians



118 Willis St. -Tel. 45-84




Margaret O'Connor Studio



Private Tuition Daily



Beginners only every Monday, 7-10.30 p.m. Admission 50c



58 Lower Cuba Street



Telephone 45-818




Suit Hire


•




Ralph Wilkins



Corner Manners and Farish Streets


For Flowers . . .




Waughs




Flower Shoppe Ltd.



5 
Bowen Street



Tel. 
40-797



(After Hours 44-068)



Fresh Vegetables Choice Fruit at 

Sam Kee



? 101 Upland Road


(Corner of Upland Road and Plunket Street)




Kelburn



F. C. 
Wood Ltd.


Jewellers 122 Willis Street (Opp. Hotel St. George)



Diamond Rings - Watches Souvenirs, etc.




Sports The Sports Depot


(Witcombe & Caldwell)



Half-way along Willis St.


Long-standing connection with University sport. Every one of Vic's 24 sports catered for.




Coffee



"
The Park"


is situated opposite the fountain in Kelburn Park, 200ft. from the Varsity.



Open every Wednesday and Sunday from 6 p.m.


•


Hosts :


Rachel and Jan Calkoen




Nobles Appliances 146 Cuba Street




Phone 55-896


A Special Discount for Students




Extravaganza 1968



24th April to 4th May



*




Bookings 
D.I.C. 75 cents



*




Students' Association 70 cents




Ring Bookings After 7 p.m.



70-319



*




Special Student Concession




Anzac Day



25th 
April



45 cents



*




Matinee Saturday, 4th May



*




Book Early Or Miss Later!




Don't Wait Don't Write Call Today



Attractive part-time (8-10 hours per week) position obtaining advertising for 
Salient, 
Rostrum and other university publications.




Absolute Minimum Earnings Will Be In The Region Of $2 
Per Hour.




Dont Delay, Call Today . . .



55-922



(
Business)



26-260



(
After Hours)



Phone 26-068




Kelburn Butchery (1965) LTD.


(M G. & K. G. Parkinson)


•



Choice, Tender 1St Grade Meat And Smallgoods




Ham Bacon & 
Poultry Supplies



Centre way Cafe



42 
Ghuznee Street



*


For all Chinese Meals cooked while you wait.



*



Reasonable Prices




S. P. Andrew Studio



Photographers



10 
Willis Street




Victuallers




Reginald Collins Ltd.


Wholesale wine and spirit people. Vintners to the Students' Association. Carry stocks of all brands of ale, spirits, table wine (from 55c), sherry in flagons ($1.60) or quart bottles.



Free delivery-Cellars located at No. 3 
Ballance Street



(Customhouse Quay end)




Daysh Renouf & CO.



Members Wellington Stock Exchange



National Mutual Centre



Featherston Street Tel. 70-169




[image: Downstage Theatre cafe]



"
Rattle Of A Simple Man"


Produced by Dick Johnstone Written by Charles Dyer



Dinner 7 p.m. • Show 8.30 p.m.


Downstage gratefully acknowledges the support of the N.Z. Players Theatre Trust for sponsoring this production.


Reservations : 
55-739
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Out Side Left







Out Side Left



The gossip or bull sessions, where Committee on Vietnam policy is decided, seem to have decided this column is unfair, though, typically, they haven't bothered to argue matters out print. Just to soothe any anguished brows on the Committee, and show how good this Colunm is at picking up Unpublished Grievances, be it recorded that what we were worried about when we said no committee members would risk their bourgeois careers to become Committee chairman was that no 
Senior Committee member would stand against Barry Mitcalfe.



A junior Committee member has, and far be it from us to disapprove of Students Making Good in this way. But it's a falling away by any STATUS standards - first C.O.V. Chairman a training college lecturers second chairman a university lecturer and Lower Hutt City Councillor and now, what a come down, third chairman a physics student. By the way, rumour has it that one ex-chairman —guess who—may leave the Committee after suing it for libel.


* * *



What do you for your money at Labour Party-Political Science Society (who is abandoning academic impartiality to whom?) A ticket costs a dollar, and it is impossoble to drink a dollars worth of wine, or, if you're that way inclined, eat a dollars' worth of cheese.



It's not so much that there's not enough wine, but simply that (no brand names, no libel suits) the well-made New Zealand wine is un-drinkable. The only conclusion is that what you get for the dollar is a round half-dozen Labour M.P.'s. Is it worth it? And how much does Labour Club have to pay them to come? Let's hope the budget for one of these political wine and cheese evenings will one day into 
Salient.


* * *



You'll be happy to know that the hint in our last column has taken effect. Doug While, on his triumphant return from the States, Johnson abandoning the Presidential race in despair a fortnight after Doug's departure, has allowed Executive a longer coffee breaknot as long as the Bradshaw regime coffee break, but almost.



With such lubrication, Exec. can be expected to do anything at its meetings, and with.


* * *



And who is Students' Association running for the Wellington City Council? New secretary Lenart wants them to back McGralh and there are three students at least on the Labour ticket for council including one past-president of VUWSA. What gives Executive?
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Muldoon Statements Under Fire


By Bob Dey. NZSPA
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Contentious statements on tertiary education made in February by the Minister of Finance, Mr. Muldoon, were criticised by Professor I. A. McDougall, president of the New Zealand Association of University Teachers, in the opening plenary at the Easter Council meeting of NZUSA at Massey University.


"I am not for one moment suggesting that I am providing all the answers," said Professor McDougall. "Several of the issues require a great deal of further investigation," he said.


"We can but agree with the Minister that 'no one should underestimate the importance of education in the economy'."


But he said one also had to agree that because economic resources were limited and because education was only one of the claimants for these resources, "it is necessary to closely scrutinise the development of higher education and the direction in which it is heading, and whether we are getting a return commensurate with this type of increased financial obligation.''


Professor McDougall said Mr. Muldoon's conclusion on the brain drain was an incorrect one.


He said Mr. Muldoon's opinion rested on a belief that "headlines tend to obscure the facts"- the Minister had cried figures supplied by the Government statistician "which purport to show that during the 1966-1967 year the number of trained people arriving in New Zealand exceeded considerably those departing to take up permanent residence overseas."


This had led Mr. Muldoon to conclude that "overall then we are not getting a brain drain."


"For two reasons I consider this to be a quite incorrect conclusion drawn from an all too inadequate consideration of the statistics involved."


Of outgoing passengers, "it is certain that a number would be post graduate students going abroad to further their education." As students they were not recorded as trained people when departing. But when they returned they could by that time be trained.


"Mr. Muldoon's statistics indicate a net inflow of 62 scientists in 1967. In 1966 however there were 258 science honours graduates and at least 70 of these would normally have departed from New Zealand in 1967 to continue their studies overseas.


"This would reduce the healthy inflow of scientists to a net outflow in the year concerned."


"The Minister conveniently chose to ignore the fact that a growing economy must rely upon a net inflow of trained personnel. To cope with the increased demands placed upon it by an expanding population and the increased importance of tertiary and technical education, the New Zealand university system has had to recruit two-fifths of its new staff from overseas.


"What is important, therefore, is not whether a net inflow of trained personnel exists in any given time period but whether this net inflow is increasing or decreasing in a relative sense. If a decrease is occurring a brain drain is in fact taking place."


"Australian universities currently pay their lecturers at the top of the scale more than a large number of professors receive in New Zealand.


"The average level of their professional salaries is $4,000 in excess of those in New Zealand."


Superannuation and greater assistance given as far as housing was concerned, more liberal housing loans available to all staff and interest charges lower, a lighter income tax structure - these factors all aided the Australian universities in comparison with New Zealand.


"It will be a sad day for New Zealand if conclusive evidence becomes available of a decline in the quality of our universities because it will lake a decade or more to eliminate the weaknesses introduced by appointing poor quality and inexperienced staff to senior positions.


"A Government which refused to act before such conclusive evidence was to hand would bear a heavy responsibility."


The professor said Mr. Muldoon has selected a period, 1966-1967, when the New Zealand universities had been as competitively placed as they had ever been, regarding salaries. Australian universities had had a major salary increase since then and the devaluation of the New Zealand dollar had helped to place New Zealand university salaries in their worst position in the post-war period.


"It is therefore to the movements of academic staff subsequent to March 1967 to which the Minister should have addressed himself."


"The net inflow of university staff to New Zealand has not only been arrested but reversed by the drastic deterioration in the relative conditions of appointments offered by the New Zealand universities."


Four possible courses were open if the Government did not act.


The universities could:


• Apply quotas and reduce the student intake;


• Increase the work load per stall member;


• Reduce the amount of tuition given to each student;


• Recruit inferior quality staff.


"In practice the universities are already resorting to all four measures and can be expected to do so increasingly as the position becomes aggravated.


"The last (inferior staff) is both the most likely and the most to be feared."


Professor McDougall took issue with Mr. Muldoon's statement that "the costs of failure of a student, consisting of income foregone, teaching costs at university, both revenue and capital, can be assessed at $3,000 per full-time student failing three subjects, or $1,000 per unit."


The assumption was taken that Mr. Muldoon defined cost of educating a student who scores 49 per cent as $1,000 for a failure, but a student scoring 50 per cent would later justify the expense.


"Obviously, in an economic sense, the ability to contribute to society of the individual who has failed has still been increased.


"Finally, there is a real danger of economic loss to the community if low failure rates are attained by passing graduates who are ill-qualified to deal with the task in their particular vocation."
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Students Take To Leaf Power


By the Science Editor. Andy Easton


A small, but growing number of students are engaged in the unusual practice of chewing begonia leaves.


One of the students stated that "chewing begonia leaves resulted in a feeling of elation and had a definite stimulatory effect."


At cult members' insistence, I also tried chewing begonia leaves and found them unusual but not unpleasant.


To the uninitiated, begonia leaves taste bitter at first but about 15 minutes later a feeling of light-headedness and carefree abandon results.


Tests conducted by a senior biochemistry student revealed that begonia leaves contained "several unidentified substances, possibly stimulants".


Further tests are not being carried out in an attempt to positively identify the substances.


Opinions differ as to whether the practice is habit-forming but another senior student admits that since being introduced to begonia leaves by a close friend, she finds it increasingly difficult to do without them.


A problem is posed whether or not begonias will now be classified as narcotics.


According to personal reports, not all species of begonia have the same properties.


The common garden or bedding begonia is the most suitable and leaves of the more showy hiberous type less satisfying.


It is not known yet what the official attitude to chewing begonia leaves will be. Cult members appear unlikely to be perturbed by any possible outcome.


In the words of one of them: "It's cheap, harmless and stimulating-some of us have been doing it for years and we won't be stopped now."
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History to Be Published


By Tony Jaques, NZSPA


NZUSA will publish a history of the Association.


Delegates at the Easter Council argued that to publish a history after only 39 years was premature and that it should be postponed for 11 years until the 50th anniversary.


Their opposition was defeated by arguments by John McGralh and others that in 11 years many people who might have valuable material to contribute might be unavilable


He suggested that the history could explain the roles played in society of past student politicians since their graduation. and that it would be useful background for aspiring politicians of the present.


It was decided that an Honorarium of $70 be paid to the author, yet to be appointed.
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Vietnam Policy


By Debbie Willett, NZSPA



There is little change in NZUSA Vietnam policy since those motions ratified in 1967. The following motions were passed unanimously at the Easter Council meeting.


"That NZUSA calls for the complete cessation of the bombing of North Vietnam and other escalatory actions by all parties as a pre-requisite for negotiated settlement.


"That NZUSA call for a negotiated settlement to the war in Vietnam "


The Acting Otago President, Mr. Manickavasagam, put forward a recommendation from the Otago Student Council that "NZUSA deplores New Zealand as allies of the United States in Vietnam."


The motion was carried 16-12 with dissent by Lincoln, Auckland, and Massey.


It was then moved "that NZUSA declare its opposition in principle to conscription for actual combat purposes without a declaration of war and that it therefore is opposed to the sending of conscripts to Vietnam without such a declaration of war."


This was carried unanimously. but Lincoln. Auckland and Massey dissented on the next issue proposed by Waikato "that the withdrawal of New Zealand troops from Vietnam be part of a total re-appraisal of Now Zealand's foreign policy, and will give this country a policy based on our own interests as a small power."


Ross Mountain added: "Mr. Holyoake personally wrote to us saying he is not going to change his Vietnam policy."
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