




Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 30, No. 5. 1967.


The NZETC epub Edition
This is an epub version of 
     
Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 30, No. 5. 1967.
    by
     
    from the NZETC, licenced under the
     
Conditions of use 
     (http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/tei-NZETC-About-copyright.html).
 For more information on what this licence allows you to do with this work, please contact Library-TechnologyServices@vuw.ac.nz. 
The NZETC is a digital library based at Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand. We publish texts of interest to a New Zealand and Pacific audience, and current strengths include historical New Zealand and Pacific Islands texts, texts in Maori and New Zealand literature. A full list of texts is available on our website (http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/).
Please report errors, including where you obtained this file, how you tried to access the file and details of the error. Errors, feedback and comments can be sent to Library-TechnologyServices@vuw.ac.nz.
About the electronic version


Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 30, No. 5. 1967.

Editor: 
Gerald Curry

Editor: 
Barrie Saunders

Creation of machine-readable version: 
Keyboarded by Planman Technologies

Creation of digital images: 
Planman Technologies

Conversion to TEI-conformant markup: 
Planman Technologies

Victoria University of Wellington Library, 2012

Wellington


Publicly accessible


URL: http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/collections.html


copyright 2012, by the Victoria University of Wellington Library


Extent: ca. 165 kilobytes




About the print version




Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 30, No. 5. 1967.

Editor: 
Gerald Curry

Editor: 
Barrie Saunders


Victoria University of Wellington Students' Association, April 28, 1967

Wellington


Salient

30





Encoding

        
All unambiguous end-of-line hyphens have been removed and
          the trailing part of a word has been joined to the preceding
          line, except in the case of those words that break over a
          page.

        
Some keywords in the header are a local Electronic
          Text Collection scheme to aid in establishing analytical
          groupings.

      







Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 30, No. 5. 1967.

Contents


	
[title page] 

p. 1

	

	
Record number of candidates — by 
Gerard Curry

	
[introduction]

	
Withdrawals

	
Elections dull

	
Originator

	
Not eligible



	
Lecturer arrested

	
Harlow decides against action

	
Correction

	
Shand says — No Second Chance

	
In this issue ..

	
Insight 

p. 2

	
Sartre answers to value of War Crimes Tribunal

	
[advert]

	
Cafeteria inadequate for needs of students — by 
Gerard Curry 

p. 3

	
On the grapevine

	
Drinking with GE

	
Toro has a banana

	
Films with Aunt Mary

	
Bird watching

	
Soap opera or sex

	
What about the Taj Mahal

	
The sport of Kings or students



	
Labour Party Club AGM — by 
J. McCallum

	
[advert]

	
Action will not come — by 
John D. Harlow

	
[advert]

	
Sludge 

p. 4

	
Vietnam issues: Students' views

	
NZUSA will promote VSA Pacific scheme

	
[advert]

	
Letters to the editor 

p. 5

	
Review scorned — by 
J. A. Coleman 

p. 5

	
Mr. Benson replies: — by 
Rex Benson

	
Press releases — by 
Michael King

	
Immortality ? — by 
Richard Clancy

	
Post-grad assn — by 
S. J. Ingle

	
Oh to bastinadoed ! — by 
Miles Fairburn

	
Homosexuality a sin —Theologian wrong — by 
J. Gregorius

	
Sweet enjoyment — by 
Rex Benson



	
Prizes to film

	
[advert]

	
Squint at inner workings — by 
Peter Quennell 

p. 6

	
Editorials

	
[disclaimer]

	
Irresponsible actions — by 
B.G.S.

	
Strings must be cut — by 
Gerard Curry



	
"A misinformed works" — by 
Chris Wheeler 

p. 7

	
[Peter Quennell Replies]

	
[advert]

	
Better not written — by 
Peter Robb 

p. 8

	
Crude melodrama — by 
Bruce Babbington

	
Twelfth Night was not altogether Christmas

	
[advert]

	
"Morgan" — wild and wonderful — by 
Rex Benson 

p. 9

	
[introduction] 

p. 9

	
Nihilistic thief

	
"Morgan" the best

	
Not mentally ill



	
Fine arts — by 
M. J. R. Gaffikin

	
[introduction]

	
Artistic creativity



	
Bruckner symphony beautifully flowing Records by D.J.H

	
Legalise homosexuality!! — by 
Anthony Haas 

p. 10

	
[advert]

	
New Zealand left out in the cold — by 
Tony Jaques

	
[advert]

	
French plays here in May — by 
Larry Stenswick

	
[advert]

	
Asian press director disturbed by article — by 
Chandra Gulhati 

p. 11

	
Movement infiltrates

	
Reform ? — by 
Peter Rapp

	
[advert]

	
Barbara is to test sweaters — by 
Peter Rapp

	
[advert]

	
Classified Service Page

	
Sharebrokcrs

	
Butchers

	
Opticians

	
Coffee

	
Victuallers

	
Fruit

	
Hairdressers

	
Mart

	
Hotels

	
Books

	
Sports

	
Dancing



	
Rugby men say reform should start at the top — by 
Russell Fairbrother 

p. 12

	
[introduction] 

p. 12

	
Admin. errors

	
Misleading

	
Average time



	
[Badminton player]

	
Ice hockey established

	
[advert]

	
Surfies initiate

	
Hockey prospects

	
[advert]










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 30, No. 5. 1967.

[title page]










Salient


Victoria University of Wellington Students' Newspaper


April 28, 1967


Vol. 30, No. 5







Rugby Men Angry see page 12


Sixpence

Published by the Victoria University of Wellington Students' Association (Inc.) and printed by News Media Ownership Ltd., 23-27 Garrett Street, Wellington, N.Z., April 28, 1967.













Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 30, No. 5. 1967.



Contents


	
Record number of candidates — by 
Gerard Curry

	
[introduction]

	
Withdrawals

	
Elections dull

	
Originator

	
Not eligible



	
Lecturer arrested

	
Harlow decides against action

	
Correction

	
Shand says — No Second Chance

	
In this issue ..

	
Insight 

p. 2

	
Sartre answers to value of War Crimes Tribunal

	
[advert]

	
Cafeteria inadequate for needs of students — by 
Gerard Curry 

p. 3

	
On the grapevine

	
Drinking with GE

	
Toro has a banana

	
Films with Aunt Mary

	
Bird watching

	
Soap opera or sex

	
What about the Taj Mahal

	
The sport of Kings or students



	
Labour Party Club AGM — by 
Janet McCallum

	
[advert]

	
Action will not come — by 
John D. Harlow

	
[advert]

	
Sludge 

p. 4

	
Vietnam issues: Students' views

	
NZUSA will promote VSA Pacific scheme

	
[advert]

	
Letters to the editor 

p. 5

	
Review scorned — by 
J. A. Coleman 

p. 5

	
Mr. Benson replies: — by 
Rex Benson

	
Press releases — by 
Michael King

	
Immortality ? — by 
Richard Clancy

	
Post-grad assn — by 
S. J. Ingle

	
Oh to bastinadoed ! — by 
Miles Fairburn

	
Homosexuality a sin —Theologian wrong — by 
J. Gregorius

	
Sweet enjoyment — by 
Rex Benson



	
Prizes to film

	
[advert]

	
Squint at inner workings — by 
Peter Quennell 

p. 6

	
Editorials

	
[disclaimer]

	
Irresponsible actions — by 
Barrie Saunders

	
Strings must be cut — by 
Gerard Curry



	
"A misinformed works" — by 
Chris Wheeler 

p. 7

	
[Peter Quennell Replies]

	
[advert]

	
Better not written — by 
Peter Robb 

p. 8

	
Crude melodrama — by 
Bruce Babbington

	
Twelfth Night was not altogether Christmas

	
[advert]

	
"Morgan" — wild and wonderful — by 
Rex Benson 

p. 9

	
[introduction] 

p. 9

	
Nihilistic thief

	
"Morgan" the best

	
Not mentally ill



	
Fine arts — by 
Mike Gaffikin

	
[introduction]

	
Artistic creativity



	
Bruckner symphony beautifully flowing Records by D.J.H

	
Legalise homosexuality!! — by 
Anthony Haas 

p. 10

	
[advert]

	
New Zealand left out in the cold — by 
Tony Jaques

	
[advert]

	
French plays here in May — by 
Larry Stenswick

	
[advert]

	
Asian press director disturbed by article — by 
Chandra Gulhati 

p. 11

	
Movement infiltrates

	
Reform ? — by 
Peter Rapp

	
[advert]

	
Barbara is to test sweaters — by 
Peter Rapp

	
[advert]

	
Classified Service Page

	
Sharebrokcrs

	
Butchers

	
Opticians

	
Coffee

	
Victuallers

	
Fruit

	
Hairdressers

	
Mart

	
Hotels

	
Books

	
Sports

	
Dancing



	
Rugby men say reform should start at the top — by 
Russell Fairbrother 

p. 12

	
[introduction] 

p. 12

	
Admin. errors

	
Misleading

	
Average time



	
[Badminton player]

	
Ice hockey established

	
[advert]

	
Surfies initiate

	
Hockey prospects

	
[advert]








Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 30, No. 5. 1967.

Record number of candidates




Record number of candidates


by Gerard Curry






Over 60 nomination papers were handed in for the presidency of the Students Association. Two nominations were received for Secretary and none for Treasurer.



Returning Officer, Tony Lendrum, was faced with the mammoth task of checking the validity of about 160 signatures. Candidates, nominators, and seconders all have to be checked.



Several nominations were declared invalid because the persons concerned were not members of the Students Association or in some cases where they appeared to be fictitious persons. Mao Tse Tung, Ho Chi Minh and the inevitable Toro were among this group.






Withdrawals


Withdrawals reduced the presidential candidates to about forty by Tuesday night.


One nominee told 
Salient he had been asked to withdraw by the Returning Officer. "I considered this to be a reasonable request, so I withdrew,'' he said. "I understand that the Returning Officer intends to ask as many candidates to withdraw as possible. "


There could well be more withdrawals as candidates will be allowed to withdraw their nominations right up until the time the ballot paper is printed (probably on Friday April 28). After this date the only effective withdrawal would be by a candidate making it known that he is not a serious contender.


When nominations closed at 5pm on Monday, acting President Heughan Rennie said the presidential nominations could be divided into three groups, "the anarchistic, the vexatious and the serious."


As soon as it was rumoured that there were phenomenal numbers of presidential candidates, a requisition calling for a Special General Meeting was circulated. When handed to Mr. Rennie 53 students had signed. But it was ruled invalid as it did not set down a specific motion.


Caroline McGrath, who initiated the requisition, told 
Salient, "All we wanted was a chance for students to get together and talk it over in a friendly manner. Since the issues have been discussed by many students in a more informal atmosphere, our purpose has been largely achieved. Perhaps some nominees withdrew because they saw how we felt."


A press statement claiming responsibility for "the recent plethora of presidential candidates," found its way to 
Salient on Sunday. It was signed by Geoff Rashbrooke, Dave Fergusson and George Seconi. The latter two are both presidential candidates.






Elections dull


"Presidential elections have always been rather dull, with a poll of 40 per cent being considered heavy, and we thought a profusion of candidates would arouse interest in the elections among the more torpid sectors of the student body," the statement read.


"We feel every student will be able to find a candidate he or she can vote for, the poor choice offered in past elections doubtless being a major reason for low polls. Students are more intelligent than student politicians think.


"We would emphasise that we didn't really expect quite such enthusiasm for the idea."


Of the presidential candidates themselves, Capping Controller Douglas White is the only current executive member. Though a former member, Denis Paxie, is standing, Neil Wright of, forum, the literary society and Pooh Club fame, and Owen Gager, editor of Dispute, well-known left winger and forum speaker, figure among the candidates.






Originator


Two current executive members will battle for secretary. They are Cultural Affairs Officer Larry Stenswick and Sports Officer Geoff Rashbrooke.


Mr. Rashbrooke says he was the originator of the scheme to promote the influx of presidential candidates. Some students told 
Salient that they feel this has inpeded his chances of becoming secretary.


Voters will not be faced with the onerous task of listing all candidates in order of preference. The constitution requires that preference be indicated for "not more than four (4) of the candidates.


Only where a candidate fails to secure more first preference votes than half the number of first preference votes cast, do the preference provisions come into effect.


Despite the large number of candidates, an election supplement will be published. The usual type of publication would cost the Students Association about £200. Funds to this extent are not available so that the supplement will most likely take the form of cyclostyled sheets.






Not eligible


One interesting point that has emerged from the affair is that Mr. Lendrum is not strictly eligible to be Returning Officer. He is only a second year student, yet the constitution lays down that the Returning Officer "shall be a member of at least three years standing."


"In my opinion, the present situation shows an unfortunately irresponsible attitude towards the Association amongst a small number of students," said Mr. Rennie.


He was satisfied that no irregularities had taken place and he assured 
Salient that the election would be held as scheduled.
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Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 30, No. 5. 1967.

Withdrawals




Withdrawals


Withdrawals reduced the presidential candidates to about forty by Tuesday night.


One nominee told 
Salient he had been asked to withdraw by the Returning Officer. "I considered this to be a reasonable request, so I withdrew,'' he said. "I understand that the Returning Officer intends to ask as many candidates to withdraw as possible. "


There could well be more withdrawals as candidates will be allowed to withdraw their nominations right up until the time the ballot paper is printed (probably on Friday April 28). After this date the only effective withdrawal would be by a candidate making it known that he is not a serious contender.


When nominations closed at 5pm on Monday, acting President Heughan Rennie said the presidential nominations could be divided into three groups, "the anarchistic, the vexatious and the serious."


As soon as it was rumoured that there were phenomenal numbers of presidential candidates, a requisition calling for a Special General Meeting was circulated. When handed to Mr. Rennie 53 students had signed. But it was ruled invalid as it did not set down a specific motion.


Caroline McGrath, who initiated the requisition, told 
Salient, "All we wanted was a chance for students to get together and talk it over in a friendly manner. Since the issues have been discussed by many students in a more informal atmosphere, our purpose has been largely achieved. Perhaps some nominees withdrew because they saw how we felt."


A press statement claiming responsibility for "the recent plethora of presidential candidates," found its way to 
Salient on Sunday. It was signed by Geoff Rashbrooke, Dave Fergusson and George Seconi. The latter two are both presidential candidates.
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Elections dull


"Presidential elections have always been rather dull, with a poll of 40 per cent being considered heavy, and we thought a profusion of candidates would arouse interest in the elections among the more torpid sectors of the student body," the statement read.


"We feel every student will be able to find a candidate he or she can vote for, the poor choice offered in past elections doubtless being a major reason for low polls. Students are more intelligent than student politicians think.


"We would emphasise that we didn't really expect quite such enthusiasm for the idea."


Of the presidential candidates themselves, Capping Controller Douglas White is the only current executive member. Though a former member, Denis Paxie, is standing, Neil Wright of, forum, the literary society and Pooh Club fame, and Owen Gager, editor of Dispute, well-known left winger and forum speaker, figure among the candidates.
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Two current executive members will battle for secretary. They are Cultural Affairs Officer Larry Stenswick and Sports Officer Geoff Rashbrooke.


Mr. Rashbrooke says he was the originator of the scheme to promote the influx of presidential candidates. Some students told 
Salient that they feel this has inpeded his chances of becoming secretary.


Voters will not be faced with the onerous task of listing all candidates in order of preference. The constitution requires that preference be indicated for "not more than four (4) of the candidates.


Only where a candidate fails to secure more first preference votes than half the number of first preference votes cast, do the preference provisions come into effect.


Despite the large number of candidates, an election supplement will be published. The usual type of publication would cost the Students Association about £200. Funds to this extent are not available so that the supplement will most likely take the form of cyclostyled sheets.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 30, No. 5. 1967.

Not eligible




Not eligible


One interesting point that has emerged from the affair is that Mr. Lendrum is not strictly eligible to be Returning Officer. He is only a second year student, yet the constitution lays down that the Returning Officer "shall be a member of at least three years standing."


"In my opinion, the present situation shows an unfortunately irresponsible attitude towards the Association amongst a small number of students," said Mr. Rennie.


He was satisfied that no irregularities had taken place and he assured 
Salient that the election would be held as scheduled.
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Lecturer arrested




[image: Chris Wainwright (2nd from right) and Chris Butler (on right) have been charged with obstructing the police and disorderly behaviour following events at the Cenotaph on Anzac Day]




Chris Wainwright (2nd from right) and Chris Butler (on right) have been charged with obstructing the police and disorderly behaviour following events at the Cenotaph on Anzac Day.



Mr. Wainwright, a political science lecturer, Mr. G. Bertram a geography Lecturer with Chris Butler and David Young (two students), decided to lay a wreath for the dead and dying on both sides in Vietnam.



Obtaining permission from an RSA official to lay their wreath after the official ceremony they were surprised to see it removed by an RSA member.



Told by the police they would be arrested if the wreath was laid again. Messrs Wainwright and Butler laid it once more.



They were subsequently arrested, and charged. Last Wednesday they were remanded on bail of £50.
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Harlow decides against action




Harlow decides against action


Salient Reporter




Mr. Harlow will not bring an action against Neil Woodhams and the Students Association.



A settlement has been reached between the parties.



The Monday after the last issue Mr. Harlow arrived in Wellington from New Plymouth and discussions with Messrs, Rennie (acting-President) and Neil Woodhams (publications officer) were held.


On concluding, Mr. Rennie released the following statement.



I Have discussed 
Salient's article, "Defamation Charge is Coming" with Mr. Harlow, Mr. Woodhams, and the editors of Salient, Messrs, Curry and Saunders.


I am satisfied that there never were any defamatory statements made, and I accept Mr. Harlow's explanation that his statement to 
Salient was based on a misunderstanding of the position.


Mr. Harlow has made a full apology to Mr. Woodhams, and I understand both parties have amicably agreed to regard the matter finished.


In connection with the advertising differences between the Association and Harlow Advertising Services, a settlement has been reached which is completely acceptable to all parties.


H. B. Rennie,


Acting President.


Mr. Harlow has written to 
Salient explaining his position.
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Correction




Correction




In the last issue (April 14, 1967) of 
Salient there was an error in the "Cohabitation is cheaper" article.



Students who wed do not lose claim to a boarding allowance as the article implied.



The editors apologise for this inexcusable error.
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Shand says 


No Second Chance



NZSPA Reporter



A 
Malaysian student, Mr. Sivanandan Karthigasu, has been told to leave New Zealand after spending three years and £2000 attempting to gain a degree in microbiology. He requires one more year to complete the degree.



The Minister of Immigration (the Hon. T. P. Shand) has refused to hear any further submissions on Mr. Karthigasu's case.


Mr. Shand's attitude drew strong criticism from the President of the New Zealand University Students' Association, Mr. Ross Mountain, who said that Mr. Karthigasu should be given a chance to complete his year.


"The Immigration Department requires a higher academic standard from overseas students than is required of New Zealand students," he said.


The Association felt that a board of Professors would be better qualified to assess the academic performance of a student.


"We want students to leave this country as our friends," Mr. Mountain said.


The Citizens' Association for Racial Equality also intends to examine the whole immigration set-up, said its chairman (Mr. Frank Maigh).


Mr. Karthigasu needs three more units to complete his degree. He admits his performance at Auckland University over the last two years has not been the best.


However he has declared his intention to leave the country immediately if he does not obtain his units at Otago this year. "I would bust like a second chance," he said.
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Insight




The Police as we all know by now, called at Grand Establishment last 
Gelp. Much good advice was handed out to those present by the police, but nothing else resulted.



One friendly plain clothes detective found an over-zealous law clerk busy advising students of their legal rights, beckoned him aside, and said, "Don't go ruining your promising legal career for thugs like those."



The thugs he indicated? Grand Establishment president Peter Debreceny, VUWSA secretary Trevor Crawford, and VUWSA Capping Officer Doug White.


* * *




Mind You, for sheer pettiness we must admire those who still oppose G.E. They put out the rumours, all false, after the last 
Gelp: That someone lost an eye in a fight. That the police arrested several students. That there was a riot in the hall.



These days, it seems, we aren't even allowed to have functions at which the more basically social of us can relax.


* * *




We May Try some rather dubious things at times for publicity, but its not all onesided. Wellington's VW dealers (would you believe Shelly Motors?) sent YUWSA president John McGrath on a really futile chase a couple of weeks back.



They approached him and offered VUWSA the use of Volkswagens for transport at student functions, stunts, etc. approved by the firm. A very generous offer? VUWSA was delighted, and would gladly have given VW much incidental publicity. Hours of discussion and negotiation went into the scheme. Volkswagens were proposed for tournament transport, procesh control, charity collection organisation, and a hundred other uses.



After several days of this, the firms suddenly decided there had been a misunderstanding. What did they really want?



One Volkswagen cramming competition one afternoon, that's all.


* * *




Our Zealous Drama Club members may well feel grieved at the disappointing attendances at their recent productions. But this does not give them the right to turn vandal and plaster Wellington streets with posters? It's a really anti-civic attitude, and the fact that they've done the same for years is no justification.



Indeed, if they curbed this irresponsibility and put the effort into more orderly publicity, it would help us all. As it is, their paste efforts show only a retarded sense of the aesthetic.


* * *




So We Have a vice-president who's also acting president and acting publications officer. Takes us back to the good old days of the VUWSA secretary who was always resigning. He used to write out his resignation, hand it in to himself, say "This is absolutely ridiculous,'' and tear it up before his own startled gaze.




— Cynic












Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 30, No. 5. 1967.

Sartre answers to value of War Crimes Tribunal




Sartre answers to value of War Crimes Tribunal




International opposition to the war in Vietnam has now centred upon the International War Crimes Tribunal, set up on the initiative of Bertrand Russell, and due to begin its proceedings on April 26. In this feature 
Salient reprints extracts from an interview with Jean-Paul Sartre, executive president of the Tribunal, in which he answers questions concerning its aims and scope. The interview was first published in "Le Nouvel Observateur"; the English version is by courtesy of "New Left Review."



Q: It has been said that Bertrand Russell's Tribunal will be able only to deliver a parody of justice. It is made up of committed intellectuals, hostile to American policies: their verdict, it is said, is known in advance: "It will be like Alice in Wonderland" —the sentence first, the trial afterwards."



Sartre:


Let me outline the purpose, and the limits of our tribunal. There is no question of judging whether American policy in Vietnam is evil—of which most of us have not the slightest doubt—but of seeing whether it falls within the compass of international law on war crimes. There would be no point in condemning, in a legal sense, the onslaught of American imperialism against countries of the Third World which attempt to escape its domination. That struggle is in fact merely the transposition, on an international level, of the class struggle, and is determined by the structure of the groups engaged in it.


Imperialist policy is a necessary historical reality. By this fact it is beyond the reach of any legal or moral condemnation. The only thing possible is to combat it: intellectually by revealing its inner mechanism, politically by attempting to disengage oneself from it, or by armed struggle. I admit that I am, like other members of the tribunal, a declared enemy of imperialism and that I feel myself in solidarity with all those who fight against it. Commitment, from this point of view, must be total. Each individual sees the totality of the struggle and aligns himself on one side or on the other, from motives which may range from his objective situation to a certain idea that he holds of human life. On this level one may 
hate the class enemy. But one cannot judge him in the legal sense.


It is even difficult, if not impossible, so long as one keeps to the purely realistic viewpoint of the class struggle, to see one's own allies in legal terms and rigorously to define the "crimes" committed by their governments. This was clearly shown by the problems of the Stalinist labour camps. One either delivered moral judgments on them, which were entirely beside the point, or satisfied oneself with evaluating the "positive" and the "negative" in Stalin's policies. Some said: "It's positive, in the last analysis," and others said, "It's negative." That, too, leads nowhere.


In fact, though the development of history is not determined by law and morality— which are, on the contrary, its products—these two superstructures do exert a "feedback" effect on that development. It is this which allows one to judge a society in terms of the criteria which it has itself established. It is therefore entirely normal to inquire, at any given moment, if such and such an action can really be judged purely in terms of utility and likely out come, or whether it does not in fact transcend such criteria and come within the scope of an international jurisprudence which has slowly been built up.


Marx, in one of his prefaces to "Capital," makes a remark to the effect that—We are the last people who can be accused of condemning the bourgeois, since we consider that, conditioned by the process of capital and by the class struggle, their conduct is necessary. But there are moments, all the same, when they exceed the limits.


The whole problem is to know if, today, the imperialists are exceeding the limits.


When Talleyrand says: "It is worse than a crime, it is a mistake," he sums up very well the way in which political actions have always been considered throughout history. They might be skilful or clumsy, effective or illstarred, but they always escaped legal sanction. There was no such thing as a "criminal policy."


And then, at Nuremburg, in 1945, there appeared for the first time the notion of a "political crime." It was suspect, certainly, since it consisted in imposing the law of the conqueror upon the conquered. But the condemnation of the leaders of Nazi Germany by the Nuremburg Tribunal only had any meaning at all if it implied that any government which, in the future, committed acts which could be condemned under one or other of the articles of the Nuremburg laws, would be subject to trial by a similar tribunal. Our tribunal today merely proposes to apply to capitalist imperialism its own laws. The arsenal of jurisprudence, moreover, is not limited to the laws of Nuremburg; there was already the Briand-Kellog pact; and there are the Geneva Convention and other international agreements.


The question in this case is not one of condemning a policy in the name of history, of judging whether it is or is not contrary to the interests of humanity; it is rather a question of saying if it infringes existing laws. For example, you may criticise the present policies of France, you may be totally opposed to them as I am, but you cannot call them "criminal." That would be meaningless. But you could do so during the Algerian war. Torture, the organisation of concentration camps, reprisals on the civilian population, executions without trial could all be equated with some of the crimes condemned at Nuremburg. If anybody at the time had set up a tribunal like the one conceived by Bertrand Russell. I would certainly have agreed to take part in it.


Because it was not done at that time with reference to France is no reason not to do it today with reference to the United States.



Q: You will be asked by what legal right, since it is the law you are invoking, you are setting yourselves up as judges, which you are not ...



Sartre:


Quite true. After that, people will say, anybody can judge anything! And then, doesn't the project risk falling on the one side into petit-bourgeois idealism (a number of well-known personalities make a protest in the name of exalted human values) and on the other into fascism, with a vengeance-seeking aspect to it which recalls Arsene Lupin and the whole of fascist; literature?


To this I would reply first of all that there is no question of condemning anybody to any 
penalty whatever. Any judgment which cannot be executed is evidently derisory. I can hardly see myself condemning President Johnson to death. I would cover myself with ridicule.


Our aim is a different one. It is to study all the existing documentation on the war in Vietnam, to bring forward all the possible witnesses—American and Vietnamese—and to determine whether certain actions fall within the competence of the laws of which I have spoken. We will not invent any new legislation. We will merely say, if we establish it—and I cannot prejudge this—"Such and such acts, committed in such and such places, represent a violation of such and such international law, and are, consequently, crimes. And there stand those who are responsible for them."


This would, if a real international tribunal existed, make the latter subject—by virtue, for example, of the laws applied at Nuremburg— to various sanctions. So it is not at all a question of demonstrating the indignant disapproval of a group of honest citizens, but giving a juridical dimension to acts of international politics, in order, to combat the tendency of the majority of people only to judge the conduct of a social group or of a government in expedient moral terms.



Q: Does this not lead you to the view that there is a way of waging war which is to be condemned, and another which is not?



Sartre:


Certainly not! The onslaught of imperialism against certain peoples of the third world is a fact which is clear to me. I oppose it with all my strength, but there is a point in my saying whether there is a good and a bad way in which it can be carried out. In fact, although the good, peaceful people in our consumer societies would like to ignore it, everywhere there is fighting, struggle; the world is in flames and we could have a world war from one moment to the next. We have to try and find out whether, in the course of this struggle, there are people who are exceeding the limits; whether imperialist policies infringe laws formulated by imperialism itself.


You might of course ask whether it is possible to fight an imperialist war of repression without violating international laws. But that is not our business. As an ordinary citizen, as a philosopher, as a Marxist, I have the right to believe that that type of war always leads to the use of torture, to the creation of concentration camps, and so on. As a member of the Bertrand Russell Tribunal, that does not interest me. I only have to discover whether laws have been violated, in order to reintroduce the legal notion of international crime.


We must ask ourselves whether the views, correct ones, which we hold about politics must necessarily lead us, as they did many people in the Stalinist period, to consider politics solely from the angle of expediency, and to indulge in passive complicity by only judging a government's action from a practical perspective. Does a political tact not also possess an ethico-juridical structure?


On this ground, our judgments cannot be given in advance, even if we are committed, as individuals, in the struggle against imperialism. To want to set up a real tribunal and to pronounce sentences would be to act as idealists. But we have the right to meet, as citizens, in order to give renewed strength to the notion of a war crime, by showing that any policy can and must be objectively judged in the terms of the legal criteria which exist.


When somebody shouts out in a meeting: "The war in Vietnam is a crime" we are in the realm of emotion. This war is certainly contrary to the interests of the vast majority of people, but is it 
legally criminal? This is what we will try to determine. We cannot say in advance what our conclusions will be.
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By Gerard Curry




[image: A Queue begins to form in the Cafeteria as students stream out from lectures.]
A 
Queue begins to form in the Cafeteria as students stream out from lectures.






Overcrowding in the cafeteria is the worst it has ever been. Queues at times extend outside the doors at both ends of the cafeteria.



Figures show there has been a spectacular increase in the number using the cafeteria.




An 11 per cent increase in the number of lunch sales was recorded on the fifth Monday of this term as compared with the same day last year.



Even more spectacular is the 48 per cent increase in dinner sales.



Some students find it easier to eat their meals while standing rather than join the inevitable ruck for chairs.


Students have to rush through their meals in order to make room for others that follow. When this is not done or where there is a tendency to linger (however slight) congestion becomes intolerable.


Acute shortage of space and abrasive atmosphere force large numbers to forgo a hot meal in favour of a few sandwiches or cakes.


There are several reasons for the increased use of the cafeteria:


• Increased student roll.


• Greater proportion of full-time students.


• Pressure of time forcing flatters to eat in the cafeteria rather than cook.


• General shortage of suitable accommodation.


A slight decrease is shown in the number of morning and afternoon tea sales. This could well be read as a reflection of the current economic pressure.


As the winter approaches there will be much less opportunity for outside dining Further overcrowding must be expected.


The planned extensions to the SUB seem unlikely to start this year. This means that cramped conditions will continue indefinitely.


The one faint hope is that the Cabinet will regard the extensions as an essential item. But Cabinet is not likely to take this attitude.


The table below sets out the figures referred to. They deal with only one day, out the large increase suggests there is an overall, everyday increase.
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Drinking with GE



So If We're good little students big daddy GE might treat us to another GELP. Though by this time you'd think we'd be running out of halls.


Wouldn't it be exciting to see another display of James Bond efficiency—you know, the farce of walkie-talkie radios that don't even work. But they say they are goody for cowboys and injuns.


Once again we may be lucky enough to have the privilege of paying 3/- for a can of beer that costs 1/10. That way the GE boys can spend another twenty quid on their own little grog up!






Toro has a banana




It Was 
bound to happen. Toro's gone into the drug business. At the moment he's drying out some banana skins. Just ram them in a cool pipe and man, it really sends you, well, so he says.






Films with Aunt Mary



If You Want a way-out view these days just read Mary Seddon's film reviews. They're way way out.






Bird watching



What Did we do to deserve another Miss Victoria con test? It's no wonder that nine out of 10 woman-haters are women.






Soap opera or sex



Have You ever seen an evasive film censor? No? Then you should have been at Mr. McIntosh's address the other Wednesday.


Absurdity was the keynote. Apparently students only want more sex and the goodly mothers (and grandmothers) only want less violence. It really is an onerous job striking the median, especially when art does not lend itself to median hashing.






What about the Taj Mahal



Fancy the Rank Browny building winning a prize for the best design. Not bad going when you consider there's baggage and coat provision for a student population of about 99, that the heating doesn't work properly, and the whole thing looks like one of the drama club's discarded stage sets.


Still it docs serve as a cryptic commentary on the standards of Kiwi architec ture.






The sport of Kings or students


"
Keep Fit For Women" exhorts our weekly newssheet. It's just about the only thing that four-fifths of the student population feel is worth keeping fit for.
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J. McCallum




Plans for an active year were outlined at the AGM of the Labour Party Club recently. Long-term preparation for the 1969 election is the most important aim of the club.



The president in his report described the reasonable contribution to the last election made by the club, in spite of few financial members. He pointed out that Wellington has at present only one Labour MP and that, with boundary changes due, a new seat would be created by 1969.


This presented the club with a challenge to invigorate party policy and increase support substantially within the city. To be effective, this demanded strong organisation.


A meeting has been planned between the Unions and the University, in the form of a seminar. The club feels that, in view of recent proposals by Mr. Skinner—such as the formulation of an economic plan for New Zealand, approved by all sectors of the community—the Unions and the University could profitably exchange ideas.


A second project is the production of a magazine, which should appear in time for the Labour Party Conference. Also at this time, it is hoped that an informal meeting of university Labour Party branches can be arranged.


Suggested speakers for the year include John Jeffries, Wallace Rowling on this year's budget, Arnold Nordmeyer on the need for a planned economy, Austin Mitchell, and John Young on the feasibility of a prices-income policy in Now Zealand.
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Sirs,—It was with surprise and some concern that I read your front page story in the latest issue of Salient.


The facts of the three-cornered dispute between myself. VUWSA, and Harlow Advertising Services (HAS) are basically correct. But some misunderstanding has arisen over my plans to take legal proceedings against the Students' Association and Mr. N B. Woodhams.


When VUWSA became involved in a dispute with 
Has last year over agency commission. I objected to attempts by VUWSA to involve me personally in the dispute. As advertising manager of Salient, and manager of HAS, I was placed in an extremely difficult position.


I explained to the students association that although I had a financial interest in HAS, this was only a minority holding—12 per cent to be exact. I also stressed the point that I had taken all possible care to avoid any clash of interests between my two positions.


Yet despite this the VUWSA Publications Officer, Mr. Woodhams, insisted on referring to me personally, instead of to HAS, when discussing the agency commission dispute at executive meetings and in a letter to 
Salient advertisers.


I protested to him about this, but he refused to differentiate between me personally and the firm I worked for Following a meeting last November between the president of VUWSA and the secretary of HAS, a request from 
Has that I be absolved from any involvement in the commission dispute was rejected by the association.


It was at this stage that I let it be known that I intended taking Legal action against Mr. Woodhams and VUWSA.


When you rang me last week I was reluctant to discuss the matter of legal proceedings, because I was not sure exactly what form these proceedings would take. I agreed that they could possibly take the form of a defamation charge, but added that I could not be certain about this until I returned to Wellington.


I have just made a brief visit to Wellington and have discussed the points raised in your article with Mr. Woodhams, and the acting President of VUSWA, Mr. H. B Rennie. We have agreed that a clear ease for defamation does not exist, and I apologise to Mr. Woodhams for any suggestion that he may have been guilty of defamation.




—
John D. Harlow
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Newsmen Were aghast last week when the Mayor of Wellington (Sir Francis Kittschester) announced his intention to fly to the moon in a dustbin. Sir Francis, who is 94, said he intended to make the attempt this year in a New Zealand-made dustbin with the intention of publicising the Hastings Blossom Festival and proving that the Age of Stupidity is not dead.


When asked what safety measures would be taken Sir Francis (who is 94) answered that for several weeks now he and his loyal retainer Neville Puker have been practising an escape procedure. This requires the 94-year-old Sir Francis to scream and kick violently on the inside of the dustbin whereupon the everpresent Puker will whip off the lid in two and a half hours flat.


Questioned whether there are to be holes in the dustbin Sir Francis, who doesn't look a day above ninety although he is 94, quipped "All New Zealand-made dustbins have holes in them, I should say that our dustbins are the best ventilated in the New Zealand Empire and that includes Petone!"


The finance for this project, is said to be in the region of £10,000, and has come from an unnamed source. Press reaction has been as follows:


"The people of this fare country, this Welfair State jewle set in a shimmering sea, saloot this Flying Dustman and say "MAy god be with you on your jurny, may ...' "



Dominion.


"It will be noticed that Sir Francis in using an unlicensed dustbin is rendering himself liable to fifty demerit points. Clearly this is absurd and the Legislature should have foreseen this particuar difficulty. Here we will have a situation where a tried and tested public figure will be lectured to by an eighteen year old Health Department official and be told that if he tries to go to the moon in a dustbin once more he will amass enough points to be removed to the Porirua home for lunatics. (Maybe there is something to be said for this or not as the case may be)."



Evening Post.


"He is a courageous old twit who ought to know better."



Salient.


In a statement issued today Mr. Holyoake commented "I am delighted that Sir Francis (who is, according to my information, 124 years old) is going to the moon. I am sure he will be remembered with affection by every rose grower in the south of the North Island.''
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NZSPA Reporter




Student Opinion on the Vietnam issue is evenly split between those for and those against, a recent survey at Auckland reveals.


A 
Questionnaire was given to each student who voted in the recent Auckland Executive Elections. A random sample of less than half the questionnaires was taken and the results shown below were compiled from the sample only.


Criticism was levelled at some of the questions. Some of them were designed to find the political affiliations of the student who was answering the questionnaire, and the critics maintained that such questions lessened the chance of objective completion of other answers.


The questions relevant to the Vietnam issue were:


• Do you agree with American involvement in Vietnam?


Yes. 48½ per cent; No, 47 per cent; Don't know, 3 per cent.


• If yes, do you agree with American bombing of North Vietnam?


Yes, 69 per cent; No, 28 per cent: Don't know, 3 per cent.


• Do you favour conscription for Vietnam?


Yes, 9½ per cent; No, 80 per cent.


• Do you prefer a policy of civilian aid only, or do you think that we should withdraw totally?


Civilian aid, 67 per cent; Withdrawal, 12 per cent.


• Do you think that the decision to increase New Zealand's military commitments should have been debated in Parliament before a decision was made?


Yes, 75 per cent: No, 22 per cent.


• Do you think that New Zealand should give military aid?


Yes, 41 per cent; No, 55 per cent; Don't know, 2 per cent.


• If yes, what do you think of the recent troop increase?


Bad, 6 per cent; OK, 25 per cent; Good, 20 per cent; Should have been earlier, 40 per cent.
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Vice-Chancellor Dr. Wililams has announced his decision to retire at the end of the year. The executive intends nominating him for Life Membership of the Students' Association.





NZSPA Reporter




Constituent Members of the New Zealand University Students' Association are to raise sufficient money to send five graduate volunteers to the Pacific as a part of the Volunteer Service Abroad scheme.



The motion, put forward by Otago Vice-President Keith Morrison, envisages the various constituent members of NZUSA using the proceeds of Austerity Day to provide the necessary funds. The cost of partially subsidising each volunteer will be £120.


The International Commission of NZUSA urged full cooperation with local VSA committees in helping with the recruitment of the graduates. Members of the Commission felt that the scheme would be of considerable benefit to NZUSA's public relations.


The Commission was told that if NZUSA wanted to restrict its sponsorship to graduates going to Fiji. Western Samoa, or Tonga, this would be acceptable to VSA.


Meanwhile VSA's 154th volunteer left Auckland for Brunei in North-West Borneo. He was Mr. David Mitchell, of Dunedin, who will spend two years teaching in a secondary school.


He has an Otago BA degree and an MA from Canterbury and was a member of the Otago executive.


His departure brought the number of VSA workers now overseas to 67.
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Review scorned



Sirs,—Mr. Benson's criticism of 
Othello (Salient—March 31, 1967) is probably true (in the cinematic sense). He says that 
Othello "cannot be criticised for being a virtual non-film (in the cinematic sense), since it could claim to be nothing more than a record on celluloid of a stage performance." Having said that he criticises the film for its lack of cinematic merit.


I will, however, ignore this inconsistency. Criticism is mainly pointed at Olivier's style of acting, examples of over-acting. "Over-sized emoting and large scale theatrics," the lack of sets, and a breathing corpse. This criticism presents the conclusion that, in fact, 
Othello was a record on celluloid of a stage performance—the very thing which Mr. Benson said could not be criticised as "being a virtual non-film."


Further I find criticisms pointing to the lack of sets and a breathing corpse as nauseating. The action and the text are the two important features of a Shakespearian play; not the practically irrelevant sets, costumes, breathing corpse and similar technicalities. These last mentioned items seem to capture Mr. Benson's mind in his search for the technically perfect.


Anybody reading Mr. Benson's criticism would be astonished by the words "or whatever the sobbing, slobbering and gymnastics are meant to indicate." Even a small knowledge of Shakespeare's 
Othello would enable Mr. Benson to realise; that this was Shakespeare's method of indicating insanity. Perhaps a primitive attempt when compared with the technique used in films such as REPULSION, but equally effective I believe, especially when it is remembered that 
Othello was written in an age when a totally different approach was taken towards the insane, for people of that age.


Mr. Benson admits he "went to see 
Othello with some misgivings." It is a pity he went unprepared to give, take, and use his imagination as is so necessary in any theatrical production of Shakespeare, whether recorded on celluloid or not.


J. A. Coleman






Mr. Benson replies:


J. A. Coleman seems to, have gone wildly astray in his understanding of the review, I did indeed point out that 
Othello lacked cinematic merit, but went on to add that this fact was not of prime importance. What was criticised was not the "film" but the stage performance of the play.


Mr. Coleman mentions the "action and text" as being two important features of a Shakespeare play, implying that neither was referred to in the review. I certainly attempted to criticise the action as staged in this version of Othello. I do not agree that "technicalities" like sets, costumes, and breathing corpses can be dismissed as irrelevant when these items individually contribute to one's appreciation of the production of the whole. Furthermore. Mr. Coleman is assured that I am not engaged in any quest for the "technically perfect"—I don't even know what the phrase means.


Mr. Coleman's contention that "sobbing, slobbering and gymnastics" constitute Shakespeare's method of indicating insanity seems to me quite insupportable. A reading of the play gives no such hint, and the other Othellos on film indicate that Mr. Coleman has confused Shakespeare's method with Olivier's method. Paul Robeson, in his New York performances some twenty-five years ago, was criticised for similar reasons. He, like Olivier, resorted to frothing at the mouth, rather than suggesting Othello's insanity by more subtle means.


Contrary to Mr. Coleman's assumptions, my imagination was working overtime. I was thinking of an 
Othello with a less crude central performance, better sets, more imaginative staging of the action, non-breathing corpses, and "similar technicalities." Mr. Coleman obviously liked the film, but he has not given his reasons. I fear that all he has left is "the text," something which he could have stayed home and read in peace and tranquility.






Press releases



Sirs—The suggestion that the New Zealand University Students Association cannot make press statements without a two-thirds majority of constituent presidents approving the statement is incorrect.


This suggestion was made in the March 31st issue of 
Salient


The two-thirds majority stipulation applies only to matters which are obviously controversial and not covered by Council policy motions.


Considering NZUSA has passed a motion calling for the widest possible base for the issuing of specific statements and in fact deals with an increasing number of remits at each Council, especially in the international field, it is unlikely that the need to consult constituent presidents will arise very often.


Michael King, Outgoing NZUSA Press Officer.






Immortality ?



Sirs,—Most of the talk on Geering's denial of immortal life is based on either a completely wrong usage of terms, or a misunderstanding of one of the most central doctrines of the Church. There seems to be a serious theological shortcircuiting, of the form "Geering says .. but I believe that ...," at large. As a result of this we have heard the airing of misinformed speculations and non-Christian hopes.


Let us get beneath this confusion by changing the grounds of the discussion, by turning to the Bible (strangely enough). Regardless of whether Geering has based his position on scientific discovery, the issue with which we are dealing has nothing to do with the relationship between science and Christianity.


Rather it is concerned with the claims of rival philosophies. About 50 AD Paul was faced with the problem of false teaching in his foundling Church at Corinth. Corinth was the fourth largest city in the Roman Empire and lay on the crossroads of east-west trade and was a meeting place of east-west religions. It was a centre of Greek philosophy. Immortality is a Greek concept. The Greeks believed that man is immortal; that his soul through its intrinsic merit was assured of eternal life. This notion is completely opposed to Christian teaching.


The end of eternal life is a common theme but here the similarity ends. Christian teaching stresses that man is mortal. The thread of Paul's argument runs through the 15th chapter of our first letter from Paul to the Church at Corinth ... v. 47, "The first man is of the earth, earthy; the second man is the Lord from Heaven ... " The Lord from Heaven who triumphed over death through resurrection ... and is a pattern for all believers ... v. 53. "For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality ..." Of himself man is not immortal. He may put on immortality through and only through resurrection and thus gain eternal life as a gift from God.


Anyone who likes may retain the label "immortal." May, but he does so at his own theological peril, particularly if he is not clear on the Biblical facts of the case.




Richard Clancy








Post-grad assn.



Sirs,—I am returning to the United Kingdom after spending 2½ years at Vic writing a doctorate in Political Science I thought it might be apposite to pass on to you a few fairly general comments on the position of post-grads (especially those from overseas) at Vic.


The most obvious starting point is the absence of a postgrad association. At my home university of Sheffield the post-grad association was among the most active, catering for most of the interests of members. Obviously such an association could only be built up slowly at Vic: nevertheless it could provide certain useful services almost at its inception.


For example, it could provide an introduction to Wellington and the university for overseas post-grads; members of the association could have new arrivals to dinner, introduce them to people with similar interests, perhaps give some assistance in flat hunting, etc. Later the association could grow as the number of post-grads increases.


The UGC is trying to promote post-graduate studies in New Zealand. A positive response on the part of the NZUSA might therefore be timely. Would it be possible to call post-grads together at Vic in order to form such an association?


I feel the initial stimulus must come from the organised body, your Association. From that point the post-grads themselves would certainly take over.


Post grads who have not grown up in the Vic system are surely the most isolated sector of the university community. It is surely a fact that as senior (and often married) students, they get less out of the NZUSA than their subscription merits.


In conclusion. I feel a postgrad association ought to be set up following an NZUSA initiative. Ultimatey such an association must come and must be a success: it is simply a matter of correct timing. The provision of post-grad facilities in any university or union extensions would certainly be a good step!




S. J. Ingle








Oh to bastinadoed !



Sirs,—Due only to a mishap did the Hon. T. P. Shand leave the university, after his talk on "Academic Freedom." without being bastinadoed.


Stating that Professor Geering's heresies should not have been taken out of the cloisters, ignores the fact that circa four hundred years ago this was one of the many methods by which Protestantism became an established religion.


Lastly, the argument premissed upon the "taxpayers' sensitivities" does little good. The next time I spot a chauffered Government car waiting outside the pictures for a Minister of the Crown, I shall follow that car to its destination, and I shall put my stout Black Thorn to its best use, and then Cabinet will know what I think of their silly spokesman on academic freedom.




Miles Fairburn








Homosexuality a sin —Theologian wrong



Sirs,—Under the heading "Homosexuality not sinful — theolgian" you published an article by Professor Norman Pittenger, an American theologian, who denies that homosexuality is a sin. This article is a dangerous article because it will encourage those of your readers who are so inclined to indulge in this physical activity by giving them a false sense of "not sinning" as long as the activity is with mutual consent. The Bible is very emphatic that homosexuality is an abomination. In the book of Leviticus chapter 20 verse 13 in the Old Testament we read:


"If a man also lie with mankind, as he lieth with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination: they shall surely be put to death: their blood shall be upon them."


And in the New Testament the letter to the Romans Chapter 1 reading from verse 18 to the end we are shown that homosexuality is a result of the turning away from God, "man professing themselves to be wise became fools" and so God gave them over to all the things listed in this chapter which are clearly sins, among them homosexuality (verse 27).


Verse 24 calls this activity unclean and in the book of the letter to the Ephesians we read in Chapter 5 verse 5 that no unclean person had any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.


As a warning and a guide I would like you to publish this letter in your column.




J. Gregorius (Mrs.)








Sweet enjoyment



Sirs,—Innocuous or not, I trust Dear John enjoyed it as much as what I did.




Yours, etc.,


Rex Benson
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Othello "cannot be criticised for being a virtual non-film (in the cinematic sense), since it could claim to be nothing more than a record on celluloid of a stage performance." Having said that he criticises the film for its lack of cinematic merit.


I will, however, ignore this inconsistency. Criticism is mainly pointed at Olivier's style of acting, examples of over-acting. "Over-sized emoting and large scale theatrics," the lack of sets, and a breathing corpse. This criticism presents the conclusion that, in fact, 
Othello was a record on celluloid of a stage performance—the very thing which Mr. Benson said could not be criticised as "being a virtual non-film."


Further I find criticisms pointing to the lack of sets and a breathing corpse as nauseating. The action and the text are the two important features of a Shakespearian play; not the practically irrelevant sets, costumes, breathing corpse and similar technicalities. These last mentioned items seem to capture Mr. Benson's mind in his search for the technically perfect.


Anybody reading Mr. Benson's criticism would be astonished by the words "or whatever the sobbing, slobbering and gymnastics are meant to indicate." Even a small knowledge of Shakespeare's 
Othello would enable Mr. Benson to realise; that this was Shakespeare's method of indicating insanity. Perhaps a primitive attempt when compared with the technique used in films such as REPULSION, but equally effective I believe, especially when it is remembered that 
Othello was written in an age when a totally different approach was taken towards the insane, for people of that age.


Mr. Benson admits he "went to see 
Othello with some misgivings." It is a pity he went unprepared to give, take, and use his imagination as is so necessary in any theatrical production of Shakespeare, whether recorded on celluloid or not.


J. A. Coleman
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Mr. Benson replies:


J. A. Coleman seems to, have gone wildly astray in his understanding of the review, I did indeed point out that 
Othello lacked cinematic merit, but went on to add that this fact was not of prime importance. What was criticised was not the "film" but the stage performance of the play.


Mr. Coleman mentions the "action and text" as being two important features of a Shakespeare play, implying that neither was referred to in the review. I certainly attempted to criticise the action as staged in this version of Othello. I do not agree that "technicalities" like sets, costumes, and breathing corpses can be dismissed as irrelevant when these items individually contribute to one's appreciation of the production of the whole. Furthermore. Mr. Coleman is assured that I am not engaged in any quest for the "technically perfect"—I don't even know what the phrase means.


Mr. Coleman's contention that "sobbing, slobbering and gymnastics" constitute Shakespeare's method of indicating insanity seems to me quite insupportable. A reading of the play gives no such hint, and the other Othellos on film indicate that Mr. Coleman has confused Shakespeare's method with Olivier's method. Paul Robeson, in his New York performances some twenty-five years ago, was criticised for similar reasons. He, like Olivier, resorted to frothing at the mouth, rather than suggesting Othello's insanity by more subtle means.


Contrary to Mr. Coleman's assumptions, my imagination was working overtime. I was thinking of an 
Othello with a less crude central performance, better sets, more imaginative staging of the action, non-breathing corpses, and "similar technicalities." Mr. Coleman obviously liked the film, but he has not given his reasons. I fear that all he has left is "the text," something which he could have stayed home and read in peace and tranquility.
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Sirs—The suggestion that the New Zealand University Students Association cannot make press statements without a two-thirds majority of constituent presidents approving the statement is incorrect.


This suggestion was made in the March 31st issue of 
Salient


The two-thirds majority stipulation applies only to matters which are obviously controversial and not covered by Council policy motions.


Considering NZUSA has passed a motion calling for the widest possible base for the issuing of specific statements and in fact deals with an increasing number of remits at each Council, especially in the international field, it is unlikely that the need to consult constituent presidents will arise very often.


Michael King, Outgoing NZUSA Press Officer.
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Immortality ?



Sirs,—Most of the talk on Geering's denial of immortal life is based on either a completely wrong usage of terms, or a misunderstanding of one of the most central doctrines of the Church. There seems to be a serious theological shortcircuiting, of the form "Geering says .. but I believe that ...," at large. As a result of this we have heard the airing of misinformed speculations and non-Christian hopes.


Let us get beneath this confusion by changing the grounds of the discussion, by turning to the Bible (strangely enough). Regardless of whether Geering has based his position on scientific discovery, the issue with which we are dealing has nothing to do with the relationship between science and Christianity.


Rather it is concerned with the claims of rival philosophies. About 50 AD Paul was faced with the problem of false teaching in his foundling Church at Corinth. Corinth was the fourth largest city in the Roman Empire and lay on the crossroads of east-west trade and was a meeting place of east-west religions. It was a centre of Greek philosophy. Immortality is a Greek concept. The Greeks believed that man is immortal; that his soul through its intrinsic merit was assured of eternal life. This notion is completely opposed to Christian teaching.


The end of eternal life is a common theme but here the similarity ends. Christian teaching stresses that man is mortal. The thread of Paul's argument runs through the 15th chapter of our first letter from Paul to the Church at Corinth ... v. 47, "The first man is of the earth, earthy; the second man is the Lord from Heaven ... " The Lord from Heaven who triumphed over death through resurrection ... and is a pattern for all believers ... v. 53. "For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality ..." Of himself man is not immortal. He may put on immortality through and only through resurrection and thus gain eternal life as a gift from God.


Anyone who likes may retain the label "immortal." May, but he does so at his own theological peril, particularly if he is not clear on the Biblical facts of the case.




Richard Clancy












Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 30, No. 5. 1967.

Post-grad assn




Post-grad assn.



Sirs,—I am returning to the United Kingdom after spending 2½ years at Vic writing a doctorate in Political Science I thought it might be apposite to pass on to you a few fairly general comments on the position of post-grads (especially those from overseas) at Vic.


The most obvious starting point is the absence of a postgrad association. At my home university of Sheffield the post-grad association was among the most active, catering for most of the interests of members. Obviously such an association could only be built up slowly at Vic: nevertheless it could provide certain useful services almost at its inception.


For example, it could provide an introduction to Wellington and the university for overseas post-grads; members of the association could have new arrivals to dinner, introduce them to people with similar interests, perhaps give some assistance in flat hunting, etc. Later the association could grow as the number of post-grads increases.


The UGC is trying to promote post-graduate studies in New Zealand. A positive response on the part of the NZUSA might therefore be timely. Would it be possible to call post-grads together at Vic in order to form such an association?


I feel the initial stimulus must come from the organised body, your Association. From that point the post-grads themselves would certainly take over.


Post grads who have not grown up in the Vic system are surely the most isolated sector of the university community. It is surely a fact that as senior (and often married) students, they get less out of the NZUSA than their subscription merits.


In conclusion. I feel a postgrad association ought to be set up following an NZUSA initiative. Ultimatey such an association must come and must be a success: it is simply a matter of correct timing. The provision of post-grad facilities in any university or union extensions would certainly be a good step!




S. J. Ingle
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Oh to bastinadoed !



Sirs,—Due only to a mishap did the Hon. T. P. Shand leave the university, after his talk on "Academic Freedom." without being bastinadoed.


Stating that Professor Geering's heresies should not have been taken out of the cloisters, ignores the fact that circa four hundred years ago this was one of the many methods by which Protestantism became an established religion.


Lastly, the argument premissed upon the "taxpayers' sensitivities" does little good. The next time I spot a chauffered Government car waiting outside the pictures for a Minister of the Crown, I shall follow that car to its destination, and I shall put my stout Black Thorn to its best use, and then Cabinet will know what I think of their silly spokesman on academic freedom.




Miles Fairburn
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Homosexuality a sin —Theologian wrong



Sirs,—Under the heading "Homosexuality not sinful — theolgian" you published an article by Professor Norman Pittenger, an American theologian, who denies that homosexuality is a sin. This article is a dangerous article because it will encourage those of your readers who are so inclined to indulge in this physical activity by giving them a false sense of "not sinning" as long as the activity is with mutual consent. The Bible is very emphatic that homosexuality is an abomination. In the book of Leviticus chapter 20 verse 13 in the Old Testament we read:


"If a man also lie with mankind, as he lieth with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination: they shall surely be put to death: their blood shall be upon them."


And in the New Testament the letter to the Romans Chapter 1 reading from verse 18 to the end we are shown that homosexuality is a result of the turning away from God, "man professing themselves to be wise became fools" and so God gave them over to all the things listed in this chapter which are clearly sins, among them homosexuality (verse 27).


Verse 24 calls this activity unclean and in the book of the letter to the Ephesians we read in Chapter 5 verse 5 that no unclean person had any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.


As a warning and a guide I would like you to publish this letter in your column.




J. Gregorius (Mrs.)
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Sweet enjoyment



Sirs,—Innocuous or not, I trust Dear John enjoyed it as much as what I did.




Yours, etc.,


Rex Benson
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Prizes to film



Some 50 prizes won by Czechoslovak short films at international festivals last year indicate that Czechoslovakia is among the top producers in this field. Short film studios in Prague and Gottwaldov produced 675 short films in 1966, amounting in length to 100 feature films These include 52 documentaries, eight popular scientific programmes and 44 cartoons and puppet films.


This year the studios plan to shoot a film series on topical economic problems related to the new system of economic management, on the scientific-technical revolution, a number of cartoons about world literary personalities, a feuilleton on Vera Caslavska, the world champion in women's gymnastics, etc. A festival of short films was held in Karlovy Vary from March 11-16.
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Squint at inner workings


Peter 
[
unclear: uennell]



If the Vietnam protest movement really is demoralised— as the present lack of noise strongly implies—the movement could do far worse than taking time off for a good cold squint at its own inner workings. Isn't this the acid test of 
any protest group, the test of vigour and maturity— a critical capacity for reappraisals of what it is all about?


Certainly, the whole movement's central failing has always seemed to me to be its glaring lack of positive forceful direction—hence the duplicating of the old mistakes, the squandering of scanty resources, and the chronic undercutting of its own gains. If the top poobahs really are able and inclined to take due stock of things, perhaps they could nail once and for ever these four absolutely incipient dilemmas.


Does the Vietnam movement as a whole desire to:



1. Conduct a reasoned debate, or a mass promotion campaign?



2. Influence foreign policy makers, or public opinion?

	
(These two, as I later contend, are tenuously related.)



3. Stay non-partisan on the war ("both sides more wrong than either right"), or 
point the bone at aggressors?



4. Invoke government / public sympathy for its cause by appeal or militancy?


Strangely enough, these four central dilemmas never have been publicly resolved. The phrase "as a whole" up there is the clue to why. The irresolution almost certainly mirrors a confusion in the ranks, of this nature: "How can the highly intense support of the few be put to work in comfort with the much broader-based, but less intense, general public support?" Probably the incompatibility within the movement of some strange bedfellows largely explains the backwash of disenchanted supporters back into a politically neutral limbo.


The militancy of demonstrations, as I once remarked (Salient 3) now constitutes the movement's Achilles heel, a self-defeating and exhaustively overplayed tactic. Demonstrations are appallingly predictable, a regular circus—mass meetings, picketing, "welcoming groups," mass lobbying of politicians, sundry exhibitionism, the full catastrophe.


In their early formative days, the demonstrators' classic defence was very sound: the massive spontaneity was a vigorous shocktactic, wakening the apathetic, the focal point of visible dissent, the last-ditch lever for opinion. What happened? This early shock-tactic inexorably became the present mutation, the rather frenetic and over-rehearsed ritual too often seen. Not only are the present breeds useless in themselves, but I contend they are actually 
damaging to all other kinds of dissent and dissenters.



They substitute for dialogue—a surrogate for debate. Demonstrations are the most exotic form of tub-thumping conceivable. They cloud the air with inarticulate irrelevancies. They are the great Non-event staged as a fallback device by intellectually bankrupt factions. They are unsophisticated in message and unselective in audience, when the only good strategy is "Divide to Conquer."



Militancy generates militancy. Demonstrations create the spiral to vicious intolerance. As such a blunt instrument, they invoke a reciprocal reaction upon the protest and spark off Intolerance or apathy like a manufacturer who selects to advertise brashly and without tact, and makes no sales. Particular causes. I maintain. Justify civil disobedience—after the legal remedies are 
genuinely exhausted.



They repel moderate supporters. Methods cancel out aims they dissipate the support of those anxious to exercise not leg muscles, but articulators. And they attract the martyrs to whom the crucifixion is more vital than the cause.



They sabotage the protest movement. Like a therapeutic drug, demonstrations, by deadening members' critical faculties, sabotage any search for viable alternatives. They substitute, possibly enjoyably, for alternate channels and lead to the common quite chimerical complaint that other channels do not even exist.



They play into opponents' hands. The delight of the rabid Right and the defeat of the libellous Left, their rudeness and bossiness makes a very transparent defensive mask. And if protesters cannot rise above the slanging match, why on earth should anyone else?



In sum, demonstrators are unwittingly engaged in their own self-immolation. I suspect that rather more is at stake in this mordant state of affairs than this specific protest—certainly the healthy flourishing of minority opinions in the face of growing majority intolerance, possibly also even the future of such leftist movements.


Traditionally, and in my mind, the liberal Left is the source of progressive policies on equality of opportunity and the more equitable handing-round of the economic goods. It can pursue these ends both as the Government and in Opposition. 
Not, however, when fragmented, intolerant and discouraged. Isn't the danger too obvious? Essentially, of course, the danger spouts not from the demonstrations themselves, but from the "demonstrator syndrome," the rigid frame 
[
unclear: c] mind which can produce them.



Why demonstrate? Partly I suspect, as a parroting 
[
unclear: o] the overseas movements; partly also, in ignorance of alternation tives; partly because the demonstrators themselves have progressively caused the alternatives to dry up. The "demonstrator syndrome" 
[
unclear: o] superbly displayed by a 
[
unclear: dem] onstrator, a Mr. Bertrar (
Salient 3). He 
[
unclear: rational ises] his actions in a curiously circular argument, in effect "Our opponents heed no logic 
therefore, we will not give them any!" An illogical defence of the illogical, 
[
unclear: o] course. Axiomatic to a whol defence of this kind is 
[
unclear: th] proposition, "This is a last 
[
unclear: a] ditch resort." But it 
[
unclear: skirt] the much pricklier question 
[
unclear: o] 
why this is so.


Mr. Bertram continues the case for his species. 
[
unclear: Thei] aims are "wide, 
[
unclear: realisti] subtle," but sadly "misunderstood by numerous member of the public, the 
[
unclear: hardheade] politicians, and newspapers"— and a minority group composed of me.


1. They 
forcefully bring issue to the public.


2. Show 
hardheaded politicians a force to be reckon with.


Make Governments 
tread warily.


Win ultimate allegiance from an Opposition.


Provide the "only" way of 
standing up to be counted. The parentheses are mine.


Bertram shows here a 
[
unclear: arkably] revealing 
[
unclear: pen] it for pugilistic 
[
unclear: meta res]! But his taste for logic 
[
unclear: ess] advanced, as we find 
[
unclear: imposing] of his 5 defences. 
[
unclear: t], he presumes rather 
[
unclear: h] in saying that issues what the demonstrators 
[
unclear: et] upon the public.


Second, when a delicate feel 
[
unclear: t] pressures and a talent for other-propaganda are the 
qua non of political 
[
unclear: life-ship], "hardheaded politics just do not stay afloat 
[
unclear: t] for long.


Third, Governments which 
[
unclear: id] warily" in a 

[
unclear: demon- ble] fashion do so in the of the whole iceberg of 
[
unclear: isition], 
not at the 
[
unclear: out- ding] tip of demonstrators. 
[
unclear: urth], if a protest movement 
[
unclear: s], unequivocally, win over 
[
unclear: a] Opposition, this can only tactical error of the most markable and devastating 
[
unclear: cence]. What does this This 
immediately makes 
[
unclear: ssue] one of party politics, 
[
unclear: ing] the Government's 
[
unclear: d] firmer more inflexible, less pragmatic. Opposition "allegiance" is entirely negative and damaging to the protest cause. Actually, in the light of Australian experience, the Labour Party did well to equivocate last year on just this allegiance. It got the anti-Vietnam vote while giving little in return.


Finally, Mr. Bertram, biting on the bullet, admits to being "misread, rewritten, and generally taken out of context." This, we are blandly told, results from a newspaper conspiracy! But surely, newspapers 
everywhere treat demonstrations with due circumspection? There is little 
solid evidence of 
political suppression, as distinct from chopping out the tediously repetitive. And surely in our newspapers the ads are kept apart by almost nothing 
but those ineffably boring interest-group handouts? Also, sad but true, the editorial bias of a right-wing press is usually unashamedly right-wing.



What, then, is to be done? Strategy: that is what the protest groups need more of, for any remote chance of success. This first calls for slithering out of the claustrophobic Turkish-bath atmosphere of despondent self-pity, and isolation from normality, which forms the basis of the "demonstrator syndrome," After this effort, strategy heavily depends on 
what resolution (if any) is found for the Pour Dilemmas.


For example: Is the target to be public opinion, or the foreign-policy makers? This calls for assessment of the aims and the situation.


Foreign policy has traditionally been non-partisan, and only indirectly geared to opinion on the matter. Opinion tends to be diffuse, uninformed of all the factors, and insignificant. This is substantially the same situation in almost 
all countries. Policy in Russia. China. Britain. New Zealand and (less-so) America is all decreed by, at most, a small handful of leaders largely impervious to the masses. It calls for a cold, pragmatic appraisal of national interest for its viability. It is rarely subjected, 
anywhere, whatever the appearances, to rigid ideology, myths and sentiments within the society.


The Communist leaders, who co-exist with as many archaic myths as anyone, clearly show in their guarded foreign manoeuvrings just such pragmatic reality-testing. And little powers have remarkably small sway over the big ones.


The NZ Cabinet, having a lion's share of publicity, can invariably rally opinion to its overseas causes. It is unlikely that the country is 
deeply divided over Vietnam, if it ever was. I suggest the true situation to be one of diminutive strongly pro and con groups, with the balance of the population (90 per cent?) camped in between, indifferent or neutral, and thus acquiescent to Government policy.


Nevertheless, coherent dissent is still central and vital to the running of democracy. Democracy itself is, basically, a vast multi-partisan debate about the national interest. In this, the Government is 
primarily the Chairman— which explains to the protesters demanding that it enter the debate itself, why it has this irritating and unique capacity for double-talk. It 
never narrows itself to specifics, if it wants to survive contentious issues. If protesters cannot grip the nature of this vast debate—learn the rules they obviously don't know—their residual ill-feeling will considerably outlast the duration of the war.



What does all this imply? Basically, that no radical change in policy or opinion will come of the protesters' efforts 
alone. It implies that the 
only rational strategy is one of softening-up, moderating and humanising. I look forward to it. The following non-exhaustive list of things to do is offered in this spirit.



Rebuild Group Efficiency. Overhaul the organisation: Is the leadership, spearheading the operation, sincerely representative of group feeling—or of a faction? Is the "feedback" of membership opinions to the leadership occurring?



Develop Political Skills. There exists 
no major reliable poll of opinion on the war— why not? I suggest the Opposition support be discarded, in favour of straddling the parties, and that more contacts with the National Party be cemented. The opposition to the anti-Vietnam movement was largely of its own making—a bogy incarnated, incidentally, in politics, who pays the piper gets to call the tune. Trade unions, not protesters, sponsor the Labour party machine. And Union interest is sectional, narrow, domestic and inwardly inclined.



Remake Group Image. Retain the temporary services of a PRO, social psychologist or advertiser, to plug the drain on useless spending of resources and manpower, 
Ingratiate the sympathisers, don't make them feel party to a giant conspiracy. Select exhibitionist group members with delicacy: the tantrums of a few defeat the moderation of many.



Create Publicity Skills. Alternately preaching to the converted, and abusing the opposition (however justified), make a very odd publicity campaign. Propaganda is not brainwashing, but a morally neutral process of influencing opinion. It seeks to soften up and win over fellow-travellers, potential sympathisers, neutrals and indifferents—
while isolating and ignoring the actively hostile. Propaganda 
must, for effect, stimulate pre-existing attitudes and felt needs—especially in this case, where no one of consequence is a "blank slate" on the war. It must be a broad diet of the pros and cons, positive and with the irritating war-partisan slant ironed out, delivered with due tolerance and humility.


Characteristically, the propaganda of 
both sides is unacceptably dialectic, surety the product of moralistic old bores. It is often blurred, in the attempt to be all things to all men, reflecting the sombre confusion in the mind of the source, Primarily, the heavy emotionalism, sparkling invective and dogmatism are undescribably naive, and must be siphoned off, For a jumbo-sized mouthpiece, why not amalgamate the present proliferation of left-wing journals into something worthy of respect?


My quarrel is not with the aims, purely the ponderous methods, of the dissenters, so this is 
not an oblique attack on the anti-war effort. Corked-up dissent can only breed intolerance and disenchantment, as it now does. Democracy, more than any system, hangs its success on people's understanding and personal integrity. The "demonstrator syndrome" is a nasty thorn in its flesh. Here's to rationality!
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April 28, 1967


Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of vuwsa






Irresponsible actions



The genius who originated the idea of disrupting the presidential elections by confusing the voters with dozens of insincere candidates should feel satisfied with himself. The voter will not.


The democratic processes of the Students Association like other institutions are designed to permit any member to hold any office on the executive. However, for a democracy to function successfully there must be "responsible participation" by its members.


The actions of Mr. Rashbrooke (Sports Officer) and his disciples cannot be termed by any stretch of the imagination "responsible participation."


Anarchist candidates cannot be viewed as irresponsible as they are acting in accord with principles. However, the majority of candidates are not anarchists and are acting without concern for the welfare of the Association.


The returning officer, whose function was never minor, will now be faced with a massive task. The preferential system of voting will mean hours, possibly days, spent in counting second and third preferences.


The Students Association will be put to additional expense in producing an extra large ballot form and also for a massive election supplement. It has been estimated the supplement in the past has cost £5 per candidate.


The claim that greater interest in student affairs will result from this "stunt" has no validity. More likely the reverse is true. Instead of simplifying matters students will become more confused and abstain from voting, or perhaps pick a name at random.


As it is not the function of this paper to suggest certain candidates are preferable to others we can only suggest the confused voter make 
some attempt to cast an informed vote.




B.G.S.








Strings must be cut


A 
Schizophrenic is about as comfortable as a porcupine in a balloon factory. Yet such is the comfort of our political loyalties.


From Britain we inherited a status pattern of society which is out of joint with our national character. The status value is expressed in the concept of the Crown. Our national character is expressed in equality. Snobbishness is the effect of one, friendliness of the other.


Our loyalty to the British Crown is a constant reminder that our social and political system is a hand - me - down from another nation. There is little in our formal politics that is inherently New Zealand. All the trappings and sanctimony of British heritage are reflected in the Mace that rests on the Table of the House of Representatives.


Royalty (apart from being expensive) does imply a large degree of dependence. Yet independence is a myth, in a world that Is increasingly affected by the most distant events, especially for a small country like ours. But we should not use our inevitable dependence as an excuse for failing to forge our own national goals and values.


Such is the tragedy of our present circumstance. Recognition of the British Crown is a barrier to our national psyche. We tend to be over-dependent; initiative is thwarted. Nowhere is this more evidenced than in the farce of our politicians making pathetic protests against the inevitable loss of our traditional British market, instead of pulling the proverbial finger to develop new markets.


Royalty does not sufficiently stress achievement value. Instead it implies an inherent birthright which promotes acceptance and consequent apathy.


Though there is much for which we must be grateful. A system of law which, although fraught with irregularities, probably approaches justice more closely than any other system derived by mankind, is an invaluable heritage. Parliamentary Democracy is another blessing.


There is even much to be said for the Crown. It does act as a unifying force above party conflict; it does give a dignity and stability to our political dealings, it does inject a sense of historical identification.


But in human affairs there comes a time when every son must leave parent and home to set out on his own special adventure so that he may leave posterity his unique contribution.


Such a time are we approaching as a nation. The apron strings must be cut—gradually but firmly. It is time to make our special contribution to human development. We can only do this effectively where there is no conflict of sentiment, no shadow of a foreign Crown.


When we think that Royalty (as we know it) was the result of conquest in a distant land many centuries ago, our aspirations lose their revolutionary aspects. All we wish to reject is the power of one age which has ripened to the legitimacy of succession.




G.P.C.














Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 30, No. 5. 1967.

[disclaimer]






April 28, 1967


Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of vuwsa










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 30, No. 5. 1967.

Irresponsible actions




Irresponsible actions



The genius who originated the idea of disrupting the presidential elections by confusing the voters with dozens of insincere candidates should feel satisfied with himself. The voter will not.


The democratic processes of the Students Association like other institutions are designed to permit any member to hold any office on the executive. However, for a democracy to function successfully there must be "responsible participation" by its members.


The actions of Mr. Rashbrooke (Sports Officer) and his disciples cannot be termed by any stretch of the imagination "responsible participation."


Anarchist candidates cannot be viewed as irresponsible as they are acting in accord with principles. However, the majority of candidates are not anarchists and are acting without concern for the welfare of the Association.


The returning officer, whose function was never minor, will now be faced with a massive task. The preferential system of voting will mean hours, possibly days, spent in counting second and third preferences.


The Students Association will be put to additional expense in producing an extra large ballot form and also for a massive election supplement. It has been estimated the supplement in the past has cost £5 per candidate.


The claim that greater interest in student affairs will result from this "stunt" has no validity. More likely the reverse is true. Instead of simplifying matters students will become more confused and abstain from voting, or perhaps pick a name at random.


As it is not the function of this paper to suggest certain candidates are preferable to others we can only suggest the confused voter make 
some attempt to cast an informed vote.
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A 
Schizophrenic is about as comfortable as a porcupine in a balloon factory. Yet such is the comfort of our political loyalties.


From Britain we inherited a status pattern of society which is out of joint with our national character. The status value is expressed in the concept of the Crown. Our national character is expressed in equality. Snobbishness is the effect of one, friendliness of the other.


Our loyalty to the British Crown is a constant reminder that our social and political system is a hand - me - down from another nation. There is little in our formal politics that is inherently New Zealand. All the trappings and sanctimony of British heritage are reflected in the Mace that rests on the Table of the House of Representatives.


Royalty (apart from being expensive) does imply a large degree of dependence. Yet independence is a myth, in a world that Is increasingly affected by the most distant events, especially for a small country like ours. But we should not use our inevitable dependence as an excuse for failing to forge our own national goals and values.


Such is the tragedy of our present circumstance. Recognition of the British Crown is a barrier to our national psyche. We tend to be over-dependent; initiative is thwarted. Nowhere is this more evidenced than in the farce of our politicians making pathetic protests against the inevitable loss of our traditional British market, instead of pulling the proverbial finger to develop new markets.


Royalty does not sufficiently stress achievement value. Instead it implies an inherent birthright which promotes acceptance and consequent apathy.


Though there is much for which we must be grateful. A system of law which, although fraught with irregularities, probably approaches justice more closely than any other system derived by mankind, is an invaluable heritage. Parliamentary Democracy is another blessing.


There is even much to be said for the Crown. It does act as a unifying force above party conflict; it does give a dignity and stability to our political dealings, it does inject a sense of historical identification.


But in human affairs there comes a time when every son must leave parent and home to set out on his own special adventure so that he may leave posterity his unique contribution.


Such a time are we approaching as a nation. The apron strings must be cut—gradually but firmly. It is time to make our special contribution to human development. We can only do this effectively where there is no conflict of sentiment, no shadow of a foreign Crown.


When we think that Royalty (as we know it) was the result of conquest in a distant land many centuries ago, our aspirations lose their revolutionary aspects. All we wish to reject is the power of one age which has ripened to the legitimacy of succession.




G.P.C.
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"A misinformed works"




Chris Wheeler Calls Quennell's




Original Article On Demonstrators



Dear Mr. Quennell,—Taking your retirement from the New Zealand Security Service and your avowed disenchantment with this organisation at face value. I was mildly surprised that your attempted analysis of recent protest demonstrations against President Johnson and Marshal Ky should turn out to be such a biased and misinformed piece of work. Whatever your views are at the moment regarding the usefulness or otherwise of a spy network in a country such as New Zealand, it is difficult to come to any other conclusion than that you still share the Illusions and remarkable lack of objectivity displayed by your former employers.


As one of those involved in both demonstrations against Johnson and Ky, I helped the local Committee on Vietnam in its attempts to give as wide a coverage as possible to the reasons for these protests. Not only were the usual press, radio and tv channels covered with prepared statements, but our case was also stated in pamphlets and leaflets distributed on the streets and to letterboxes Even allowing for the heavy-handed censorship of our views by both the daily press and Broadcasting, it is surprising that one so interested in the protest movement was not able to lay his hands on any of the printed matter so readily available from the Committee on Vietnam. You must surely be acquainted with the names of many members of the Committee, any of whom would have been only too glad to supply you with the information you seem to have been so badly in need of.


Were you present at any of the demonstrations? Information was available at both demonstrations. I was one of many moving among the demonstrators with leaflets stating our case. Surely Mr. Quennell, the Political Editor of a university newspaper has a duty towards his readers to do a little more homework than Is displayed in the pseudo news of a third-rate daily press. Hut perhaps it was not politically expedient for you to give us a more informed account.


If ever an issue was clouded by a headline 
Salient's "Demonstrator finds way to cloud complex issues" was it. Your articles opening lines were a fitting forecast of the inept generalisations and pseudo-intellectualisations which were to follow. "Protest demonstrations by definition are not usually a rallying point for the hail-fellow-well-met sort of people," Whose definition, Mr. Quennell? The Concise Oxford Dictionary or the New Zealand Security Services? What sort of people are "hail-fellow-well-met-sort-of-people?" Similar people to "Communists.'' "niggers" and "Vietinks" one would imagine. The stereotype idea, after all, helps to keep the arguments simple, if not intelligent.


As you are quick to point out, the Johnson demonstration "turned up dissenters against very nearly everything over and above the basic 
[
unclear: Vletnan]... If ever there was a simple way to 
[
unclear: b]a over a few complex issues, the 
[
unclear: demonstr eem]to have found it."


A placard, 
[
unclear: uennell], with 'Withdraw NZ Troops 
[
unclear: N] "Stop the War is fairly specific. Only 
[
unclear: iron], or one whose sole knowledge of 
[
unclear: n] affairs relates to South Island racing 
[
unclear: s] would be unaware of the connection 
[
unclear: een] the placards and the situation in 
[
unclear: V] There were no references in placards 
[
unclear: m hlets] to other issues than those related 
[
unclear: ling] the war in Vietnam. The existence 
[
unclear: y] other dissenters, apart from the 
[
unclear: rat vious] ones Mr. Holyoake and his 
[
unclear: fell ticians] the police and Security men 
[
unclear: a] the odd punchy Fascist extremist-
[
unclear: m an] a matter of pure conlecture. Your 
[
unclear: t] reference to dissenters against nearly 
[
unclear: s] thing" seems to leave the place where 
[
unclear: npathies] lie in no doubt. Many educated 
[
unclear: nds], Mr. Quennell, object to 
[
unclear: unsupport lectures] being treated as Fact. You, 
[
unclear: he] continue your article as if your 
[
unclear: supp] have defined some sort of reality. 
[
unclear: Yo] of argument, if you can be said to 
[
unclear: ha] at all, seems to be that "
[
unclear: demonstrator] probably against everything. This 
[
unclear: id kly] passes into the realms of elernal 
[
unclear: Trt monstrators], because they number 
[
unclear: those] are against everything, therefore 
[
unclear: con nd] cloud over the issues which are 
[
unclear: inv n] the Vietnam war.


You give 
[
unclear: us nefits] of your erudition— some 
[
unclear: smatteri] knowledge on the same level of 
[
unclear: conje s] your introductory lines. One 
[
unclear: detects] from Stage I Political Science–
[
unclear: or] Psychology? "A sizeable minority of 
[
unclear: t id's] people," you tell us, "seems to 
[
unclear: kee nity] by focusing its fears and sense of 
[
unclear: o] upon some vague external enemy such 
[
unclear: a mtry] or a leader." Maybe we have read 
[
unclear: ent] books, Mr. Quennell, but my social 
[
unclear: hology] reminds me constantly of 
[
unclear: he hat] the sizeable minority you refer to 
[
unclear: ly] numbers the sum total of the world 
[
unclear: nation], whatever that is at the 
[
unclear: momen t] you ascribe to a relative few is in 
[
unclear: act ict], present in us all to some greater 
[
unclear: er] extent. Your efforts to discredit 
[
unclear: the] Vietnam demonstrations and by 
[
unclear: inferer e] arguments of those who oppose present 
[
unclear: rnment] policy, might seem in the eyes 
[
unclear: o e]to emanate from your own 
[
unclear: irrational] of the 'threat of Communism,"
[
unclear: the tic] invasion," or any of the other 
[
unclear: myt] probably share with your former 
[
unclear: employ].


That good, 
[
unclear: dy] Job with the Kiwi Establishment that you may have set your heart on earning may make it difficult for you to think at all objectively. Escape from the womb. Mr. Quennell, even if just for a moment, and toy with the idea that "in a small, highly-socialised country like our own, the people who become alienated and excessively disenchanted with the policies and office-holders of the incumbent Government" are probably not just the "small handful" you would have your readers believe. The array of artists, writers, academics and churchmen who oppose present Government policy regarding the war in Vietnam could never have been gathered to support the present Government's action. If you study the "complex issues" a little more closely and avoid the super-patriotic ravings and Red horde nonsense of the United States Information Service and its attendant news agencies, you will possibly notice that by any but the most biased standards the intellectual ascendency is held by those who oppose the United States involvement.


And Quel Horreur! Mr. Quennell, you may even find some of these men get a little emotional when they attack the United States for what it is doing in Vietnam! A lot of reporters have been saying for a long time that those Vietcong death lists jubilantly produced by the USIS actually include a hell of a lot of men, women and children who were silly enough to be in the way when the "Freedom fighters" drooped in on their campaign to keep the world clean for the USA. I don't know what "Democracy" means and I'm rather doubtful that many Vietnamese, or for that matter. Vietcong know, or care what "Communism" means. Maybe in your more euphoric moments, Mr. Quennell, you like to think of yourself as a Liberal—a man with an open mind, even. Maybe you were well-intentioned when you wrote this article of yours, but couldn't you have done a little better than the best sub-editorial style of the Dominion and Evening Post?


Most of us who have demonstrated on the last two occasions against President Johnson and Marshal Ky are only too aware of the danger of the demonstrations becoming a meaningless ritual. We are not, as you would imply, so naive as to think that the politicians, seeing a large and perhaps vocal group of demonstrators will thereupon reassess their policies. We demonstrate reluctantly, because all other popular public forums have been denied us. The censorship is covert and it is continuous. We have offered to call off demonstrations if we are given a chance to state our case over the broadcasting network. We have been refused without any reason. A full page statement, over the names of 1000 professional men and women in this country, which was already set up in type ready for publication in the Dominion on the morning of President Johnson's visit to Wellington, was refused at the last minute.


Editorial policy in both Wellington papers, as with the majority of papers throughout this country, has been generally unsympathetic and at times even openly hostile towards the various Vietnam committees and other groups and individuals who oppose Government policy. A Government-dominated Broadcasting Corporation has consistently underplayed and often avoided the fact that any opposition exists at all. Thus all camera shots of the arrival of President Johnson at Parliament were edited so that only the first few rows of demonstrators appeared on the screen. Sounds of clapping were dubbed in, whereas, in actual fact, an estimated 1500 demonstrators directly in front of Parliament steps, shouted then disapproval so loudly that no sound of clapping could ever have been recorded. Our letters to the editor are rarely published. A request to the City Council for a suitable spot for soap-box speakers and an audience to gather was finally met—we were given an obscure spot behind the Public Library where few members of the public ever pass. Only by subscribing to overseas journals and newspapers are we able to read the news and comment which, even in the United States, in such conservative papers as the New York Times and the Washington Post, the average citizen takes for granted.


We feel forced to demonstrate because in this "democracy" called New Zealand, other normal avenues are denied us. We demonstrate our opposition because if we didn't the New Zealand Government would be able to happily say to Messrs Johnson and Ky: "Look, all the people of New Zealand are behind you." We demonstrate with the memories of the war crimes committed by the Nazis 22 years ago and the principle underlined first during the Nuremburg War Trials, which followed, and later, in the United Nations Charter, that 
no Government can substitute for individual human responsibility.


Finally Mr. Quennell, perhaps you could clear up for your readers just now one does resign from the NZ Security Service.
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[Peter Quennell Replies]






Peter Quennell Replies: Many thanks to Mr. Wheeler for his objective views on my subjectivity. I am glad that we are in broad agreement that the demonstrators essentially fail, for whatever reasons, and I invite him to assess his own failings with that same assiduity applied to mine in the hope that there he will uncover the real source of the trouble.
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Better not written




The Bitter Heritage: Vietnam and American Democracy 1941-1966 by Arthur M Schlesinger Jr. (London: Andre Deutsch Ltd 1967; NZ price 19/-). Reviewed by Peter Robb (1964).



Arthur Schlesinger is a historian, but that is not the trouble. He must know as well as any observer the exigencies which frame the action of the President, and he has done this sort of thing before— 
Nixon or Kennedy in 1960. It seems to be rather (he sense of himself as activist which stops him from being good at polemic now. That precarious connexion of his new pamphlet with the reality of political action certainly makes for immediate excitement, but it damages his argument pretty severely, too.


Mr. Schlesinger is so sensitive to the tensions in the situation that between his opening straight talk for realism and his final cry of hope that 'in whatever direction our decisions and destiny take us, we can preserve and cherish our fundamental unity of purpose as Americans,' he makes his argument so expansive and yet so restricted that in the end it somehow explodes. One hoped he would be able to present a reconciling of long and short views of the war in Vietnam, but from the start he is oddly deprecating about the resources of knowledge and reason.


The pamphlet begins: 'Why we are in Vietnam is today a question of mainly historical interest. We are there, for better or worse, and we must deal with the situation that exists'; and the exclusion of history from political reality in these first sentences is an indication of the pernicious appeal to brisk American good sense which pervades his argument It is pernicious because not frank or simple, but a supposed reinforcing ploy which reduces the liberal rhetoric of the climax to a terrible chauvinism and destroys the larger appeal Mr. Schlesinger first makes to the historical and moral sense.


Presumably not believing his own first words, he follows them with chapters on How We Got There, What We Did There and Where We Are Now. They are terse narratives of chances ignored and lost, and the disposition of quotes and facts would be impressive if it didn't seem to be so largely domestic political jeering. Mr. Nixon's idiot statements, for which no man should have to be responsible, recur through the book as they did in 
A Thousand Days. Nobody can blame Mr. Schlesinger for being bugged by Richard M. Nixon, who certainly makes an amusing chorus, but Mr. Nixon is not important and 
The Bitter Heritage is a very short book. Pains are taken to raise Roosevelt and Kennedy above small mistakes and inconsistency, and to make distinctions between Mr. Rusk and Mr. McNamara.


The trouble is that the book is not properly conceived. In pursuing several vague purposes at once it effects nothing, except perhaps injury to its author. Mr. Schlesinger is undecided whether if is more important to persuade the Administration or to exhort the American people, and so remains uncertain about the level of his argument, whether it should impel by knowledge or coax with self-interest. Finally, he appears unsure of his area of argument. American or Vietnamese. All that leads to disaster, and the tensions perceptible in the first part of the book cause it to disintegrate in the next two thirds.


The plainest sign of ethical collapse is the absence of that discussion of the Vietnam war in its national and Asian contexts which might have been expected after the opening chapters on American involvement. The book's subtitle is 
Vietnam and American Democracy 1941-1966 and its weakness is that emphasis falls entirely on the latter. Mr Schlesinger writes only in terms of the American experience in Vietnam about what he insists at the same time is an Asian affair.


There is a harsh irony in the very titles of the soulful chapters on The Price We Are Paying and The Roots of Our Trouble. Whose trouble? It is appalling that Mr. Schlesinger should not consider that, and it must answer finally any question of the value of the role here which is whatever good faith he has chosen to play.


So when the proposals are reached for A Middle Course, they suffer not merely from an inescapable vagueness but from being unsupported by thought for the Vietnamese party in the conflict. The statement of the pamphlet as it survives impresses neither as an historical appraisal of the war in Vietnam nor as a plan for action now. Mr. Schlesinger's failure to arrive at any substantial position on the Vietnam war is a consequence of the inadequacy of the arguments adduced. He can shelter quite a number of readers no doubt under the umbrella of 'Negotiate,' but in this case they will not be sharing his advocacy from conviction, only despair. The objection to his rhetoricis the old Platonic one, that true knowledge must move to right action, and the great disappointment of his book, the bitterest thing about it, is his abandonment of a moral line. His realism corrupts not least itself.


Such an attack on this slight work, no doubt intended to help, may seem immoderate and unfair. Yet Mr. Schlesinger's abandonment of his function is so generally damaging that it would have been better if he had not written this pamphlet. He appears in 
The Bitter Heritage to have traded his knowledge and conscience for a most imperfectly realised pragmatism. The misunderstanding involved in Mr. Schlesinger's bad deal almost makes one despair. He has not demonstrated the accommodating knowledge and sympathy in which the only useful realism consists, but presented in more sophisticated form the attitude he derides.


One remembers that it was from a Kennedy that he first learned pragmatism. In his speech to the Senate on Vietnam policy. Senator Robert Kennedy said, as Andrew Kopkind quotes him:


'Events ... have brought the astounding might of American power upon a remote and alien people. It is difficult to feel in our hearts what this war means to the people of Vietnam ... few of us are directly involved while the rest of us continue our lives and pursue our ambitions undisturbed by the sounds and fears of battle ...'


One likes to think that Arthur Schlesinger's hand was in the making of that speech.
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Crude melodrama



I'm more than a little hesitant about expressing opinions on Mario Fratti's play, 
The Cage, now playing at Downstage. Although the programme contains the information that 16 of his plays have been translated into English, the University Library doesn't possess any of them, and those experts on Italian literature that I know, don't know Fratti. This meant that I couldn't, as I wished, get hold of a text of the play to read and thus test the impressions gained in performance. What follows is therefore, of necessity, tentative.


Christiano, a young man, lives with his mother, his younger sister, his brother Pietro and Pietro's wife, Chiara. He spends his time reading Chekhov, whose Stories he knows by heart. He has also, for the last three years, lived inside a cage, constructed round his bed, from which he never comes out. Its bars jut out as a visual embodiment of the terrible fear and disgust he feels towards the world. He shuts himself away from the outside world. He shuts it out, but he also shuts himself in.


The play opens impressively. Two grotesque artisans, one an amateur weightlifter, bait the recalcitrant Christiano. In this opening, and in the ensuing early action, the temptation inherent in "philsophical" drama, to write abstractly and without real dramatic grounding, is resisted. A grotesque and provocative situation is set, and as the first act ends, the play appears profound and capable of major development.


But soon after the beginning of the second act (the beginning of this act is very effective: a real sense of sour early morning— the industrial siren about to go, tangled bedclothes, the fraying fabric of a marriage) — the play seems to me to collapse seriously.


Briefly the line of action that follows is that Chiara, who is unhappy in her marriage to Pietro, makes advances to Christiano. He eventually responds and they embrace through the bars of the cage. The mother comes back, is horrified, and refuses to give him the keys to the cage when he asks for them. Pietro later returns and mistreats Chiara in front of Christiano, telling him that she is a whore. She pushes Pietro on to the bars of the cage and Christiano strangles him. She then says that she is free. Christiano expects her to release him into a new life, but she only says that he is mad and will escape severe punishment for the killing. As she exits shouting "murderer," Christiano collapses on the bars of his prison.


The degeneration from the interesting and arresting first act is due, I think, to two factors of symbolic development in a way closely related to the theatre of the absurd; he seems (I can only Judge from this play) a realist manque. As the play progresses it falls more and more into sweaty verismo—a long scene where a haunching Chiara swabs her thighs in front of the sister's fiance, and late scenes of sexual assault and violence— which remind one as much as anything of those groiny Italian war epics where peasant women are raped by brutal soldiery. To say the least, the action in the last two acts is unsubtle.


The other major flaw is that the psychology of the woman Chiara becomes (whether intentionally or unintentionally, I don't know) an important factor in the play, drawing attention away from the central character, Christiano, Instead of being directed towards him and his cage the watcher is forced into asking questions such as, did she actually plan the whole thing, leading him on deliberately to commit the act, step by step, or was her action less deliberate—the panicking seizure of a moment? Is she a calculating bitch, or not?


These questions—in less naive form than their brief statement here—are what the latter part of the play directs one to, and they seem to me basically irrelevant to the central situation. They force attention away from what is most important, Christiano in his cage. The shock of Chiara's action after the killing is important to the play—it dramatises the solipsism (if the paradox can be excused) of each human being—but the fact that her motives are left unclear means that instead of attending to Tim Eliot as Christiano collapsing, trapped within the bars of his cage, as the play ended, I was worrying about Chiara's ambiguous psychology. Symbolism and verismo seem anti? pathetic.


As the play appears to fall apart from the impressive first act, so the performance of the actors falls away a little. The two facts may well be connected. The crude melodrama that the play falls into at times is not conducive to good performance. However, Tim Eliot as Christiano and other members of the cast, do a lot of good things as well, especially at the beginning of the play. In case I have given a more negative impression than I mean to I would say that, despite what I feel are very serious flaws in the play, it might well be seen, if only for the first act, which is one of the better performances (or part-performances) I have seen at Downstage.




Bruce Babbington.
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Twelfth Night was not altogether Christmas



The University Drama Club have lately produced 
Twelfth Night in the Memorial Theatre. In some senses, it was a creditable production and the actors, though to varying degrees, did very well. Josephine Knight played Olivia with distinction; her acting gave a firm centre to the production. Heather Robb, though occasionally awkward, was clear and intelligent as Viola. Valentino (Timothy Dyee) and Sebastian (Bill Evans) were both pleasant enough. Jack Richards (Feste) was fluent, if giggly, and Michael McGhie, as Sir Andrew Aguecheek, gave one of the few performances that had depth. The comic by-play, in which he was involved with Sir Toby and Maria was often ingenious.


The play was staged with a good deal of dexterity. The moving pillars appropriately suggested both the formality of the action and the illusory area in which its coincidences and formal patterns can credibly operate. Probably the players could have done with additional levels in the centre of the stage—they had only the high platform at the back—but the movement of the pillars precluded this, and in any case they deployed themselves very credibly over the rostra that they had.


The music was excellent—both witty and poignant, appropriate to the Duke's musings, to Feste's quibblings and to the clowning of the drunkards. The musicians played well and sat quiet, a pleasant and useful addition to the spectacle.


Having praised its elements, one is surprised by strong reservations about the production. Nobody really seemed to know what it was about, or to have much conception of the end of all these admirable achievements. The pattern of the play—the juxtaposition of the courtly debate to the comic, and the relationship to both of the dispassionate fool—was obscured. Mistaken identities seemed extravagant, not significant. We were not made aware of the examination of a complex series of attitudes to an experience. Too many of the actors apparently subscribed to the belief that lines are to be spoken, not meant, for their sound, not their argument. Orsino particularly was guilty (though even as a voice beautiful, he quavered a little); and it was for this reason unfortunate that we could not always hear what Sir Toby was saying as well as see what he was doing. A muffled roar is funny only initially, and has the added disadvantage of drowning the words that inspired it.


Michael Hirschfeld's Malvolio suffered from a similar egocentricity; the significance of the character does not reside in the pronounced idiosyncracies of his performance. Over-acting hides: it does not illuminate or please.


There were significant moments. Heather Robb was responsible for a very fine one in her exchange with Orsino, discussing her love as an impossible hypothesis. But she muffed the transition to gaiety, and the moment was gone. Feste's visit to Malvolio in prison was also good. But on the whole, when the revels were at last ended, we were a little puzzled to know what all the fuss had been about.
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"Morgan" — wild and wonderful


Rex Benson





Karel Reisz, the director of the new British film, 
Morgan, is a member of a group of (comparatively) young film-makers who, over the last 10 years, have been making feature films with a committed political and sociological viewpoint. The names of Reisz, Tony Richardson, John Schlesinger and Lindsay Anderson are associated with this group, and Jack Clayton the ball rolling to some extent with 
Room At The Top. These directors have drawn much of their material from contemporary British theatre and literature, from the work of Osborne, Sillitoe, Braine, Mankowitz and others.


Anderson and Reisz had earlier launched the British documentary movement known as "free cinema," and were later joined in this venture by Richardson and the director of photography. Walter Lassally 
(Electra, Zorba The Greek, Tom Jones, etc.). The aims of the group, as set out in its manifesto of 1956, were to make films "which share an attitude: a belief in freedom, in the importance of the individual, and in the significance of the everyday." Very commendable. I'm sure. The "everyday" is undoubtedly often significant, but is it always interesting? The group apparently thought so, and the result of its activities was a series of short documentaries (short, although some of them seem to drag on for an eternity), which might be covered by the general title "life among the proles." If there's one thing the proletariat needs protection from, it's do-gooders like Anderson and company, who think they are doing the workers a favour by depicting them in their natural habitat These films, which look rather like biological studies of ant colonies, merely reveal the condescending "liberalism" of their makers.


Some may have seen the two free cinema shorts screened here last year by the Vic film society: 
Momma Don't Allow and 
We Are The Lambeth Boys. I found these films excrutiatingly boring, and I suspect that the ennui may have been general. Not even Richardson's arty shots of London statuary could disguise the shoddy way in which the films were put together. Compared with other documentaries I have seen (e.g., Pare Lorentz's 
The Riven), these seemed to have nothing whatsoever to recommend them. I must admit prejudice, in that the general neo-realistic attitude towards the cinema gives me a pain. It is obvious that most people go to the movies to escape from the kind of existence that is so avidly depicted by these films. This may be deprecated as "escapism," but I find an artist's imagination run riot on the screen more exciting than candid camera views of reality, especially when the reality belongs to someone else, and a not very interesting someone at that.






Nihilistic thief


Tony Richardson has been more consistently lauded than the others in this group, a fact which I find somewhat surprising. His method is to obtain promising material (
A Taste Of Honey. The Entertainer) and then wreck it by heavy-handed direction and the spelling out of the obvious. The results have been picturesquely described by Pauline Kael as "a high-school girl's idea of cinema art." In 
The Loneliness Of The Longdistance Runner the nihilistic thief of Sillitoe's book has been turned into a darling of the liberals, a young hero 'whom I thoroughly disliked) who looks as if at any moment he is about to drop his tools and join the Junior Socialists. Richardson's commitment strangled the film at birth. In 
The Loved One, his most recent film to be shown here, Richardson's touch is more assured, but the treatment of the subject Is so sick that the film gives up all pretence and simply lapses into the blatant voyeurism of Anderson's 
O Dreamland and Joseph Strick's 
The Savage Eye.


The point is that while critical attention has been focussed on the offerings of this group, other directors have suffered. Thus, while Lindsay Anderson's 
This Sporting Life was being hailed as an extraordinary achievement, films like 
The Man With The Green Carnation (Ken Hughes). 
Nothing But The Best (Clive Donner), 
and The L-Shaped Room (Bryan Forbes) were quietly doing the rounds. Yet all these films are better in one way or another than 
This Sporting Life, surely the most abysmal film to come from the free cinema circle. Anderson takes all the familiar ingredients the bruised, loutish (but sensitive hero, a few displays of tormented anguish, bits and pieces of passion and protest, and the customary specious pleading for the proletariat. He fragments the whole (flashbacks, etc) into a formless structure to give the impression that something significant is going on, adds a dash of spotty symbolism and serves up—a mess.






"Morgan" the best


Shortly after Anderson's film was screened here, I saw Schlesinger's bittersweet fantasy, 
Billy Liar, The free cinema group and its fringe members were not entirely beyond redemption after all. Now we have 
Morgan which. I am pleased to say, is the best film yet made by one of these directors, and easily the most interesting film to have come from Britain in the last year. On reflection, this last status is not as impressive as it looks, but this does not detract from Reisz'a considerable achievement 
Morgan is everything that the dregs of the kitchen-sink dramas are not—witty, sad, fast-moving and possessed of a wild and wonderful anarchic spirit






Not mentally ill


A reviewer in 
The Listener describes Reisz as directing in the "Lester idiom." I was not aware of such an "idiom," and, in any case, I think the comparison is somewhat unfair to Reisz. 
Morgan is not nearly as frantic as 
The Knack, nor is it as desperate in its search for effects. The reviewer goes on to assert that the film left him with a "taste of bitterness," presumably because "mental illness" is not a fit subject for comedy, But is this what the film is about? Is Morgan mentally ill? Is this a comedy with tragic overtones, or is it a horrendous tragedy embroidered with farce? Any "interpretation" of the film (and also whether one is moved ultimately to tears or laughter) will depend on a number of personal factors, including whatever mood one happens to be in at the time. I would suggest tentatively, as my own opinion, that Morgan is not mentally ill (in the Szaszian sense), that he merely opts out of an intolerable situation by becoming more and more part of his fantasies until a state of comfortable accommodation is reached. One might almost say that Morgan has the last laugh—but perhaps not. Leonie's final revelations concerning her pregnancy, and Morgan's placid acceptance of them, are horribly cutting. This is all very vague. I am usually wary of the Rorschach approach to a film, but in the case of 
Morgan the conclusions as to what it is really all about mast be left to the individual viewer. It would be presumptuous to be more objective.


One can, however, be objective about some things. Reisz has put the film together beautifully, producing along the way some memorable images. I liked especially the shot of Morgan in a smoking gorilla suit, speeding away in the distance on the motorcycle, and the bit where the enraged suitor drags away the door of Morgan's control-room to be met by an implacable stare and an unwavering flick-knife. There are many such delicious moments throughout the film. The character of Morgan is one of the most attractive (and sometimes pathetic) in British films—a shambling, ungainly figure, doing incredibly zany things (including a reconstruction of Trotsky's assassination, and a constant look-out for Stalinist henchmen) and mouthing little political speeches, all the more convincing because they are so platitudinous, David Warner plays Morgan to perfection, Indeed, it would be hard to imagine anyone else in the part. There is nothing fantastic about Vanessa Redgrave, despite all the acclaim. She is simply competent in doing what is expected of her.


The fantasy sequences enable us to see, among other things, excerpts from the classic 
King Kong. These are quite tremendous, although most film buffs were probably hoping to see the famous shot of the monster straddling the skyscraper. These pieces of nostalgia, together with excerpts from one (or more) of the Johnny Weissmuller-Maureen O'Sullivan movies, combine well with Morgan's own simian assumptions. But this is only part of the story. 
Morgan is constructed with such style and verve that for the first time from Britain we have a film which approaches anywhere near Truffaut's 
Jules Et Jim or some of the American black comedies like 
The Manchurian Candidate. These films are all less rarefied, less abstract, les concerned with metaphysical and social problems than some more highly praised articles, but they make a greater contribution to the cinema and our appreciation of life. They are better films, and I wish there were more of them.
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Karel Reisz, the director of the new British film, 
Morgan, is a member of a group of (comparatively) young film-makers who, over the last 10 years, have been making feature films with a committed political and sociological viewpoint. The names of Reisz, Tony Richardson, John Schlesinger and Lindsay Anderson are associated with this group, and Jack Clayton the ball rolling to some extent with 
Room At The Top. These directors have drawn much of their material from contemporary British theatre and literature, from the work of Osborne, Sillitoe, Braine, Mankowitz and others.


Anderson and Reisz had earlier launched the British documentary movement known as "free cinema," and were later joined in this venture by Richardson and the director of photography. Walter Lassally 
(Electra, Zorba The Greek, Tom Jones, etc.). The aims of the group, as set out in its manifesto of 1956, were to make films "which share an attitude: a belief in freedom, in the importance of the individual, and in the significance of the everyday." Very commendable. I'm sure. The "everyday" is undoubtedly often significant, but is it always interesting? The group apparently thought so, and the result of its activities was a series of short documentaries (short, although some of them seem to drag on for an eternity), which might be covered by the general title "life among the proles." If there's one thing the proletariat needs protection from, it's do-gooders like Anderson and company, who think they are doing the workers a favour by depicting them in their natural habitat These films, which look rather like biological studies of ant colonies, merely reveal the condescending "liberalism" of their makers.


Some may have seen the two free cinema shorts screened here last year by the Vic film society: 
Momma Don't Allow and 
We Are The Lambeth Boys. I found these films excrutiatingly boring, and I suspect that the ennui may have been general. Not even Richardson's arty shots of London statuary could disguise the shoddy way in which the films were put together. Compared with other documentaries I have seen (e.g., Pare Lorentz's 
The Riven), these seemed to have nothing whatsoever to recommend them. I must admit prejudice, in that the general neo-realistic attitude towards the cinema gives me a pain. It is obvious that most people go to the movies to escape from the kind of existence that is so avidly depicted by these films. This may be deprecated as "escapism," but I find an artist's imagination run riot on the screen more exciting than candid camera views of reality, especially when the reality belongs to someone else, and a not very interesting someone at that.
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Nihilistic thief


Tony Richardson has been more consistently lauded than the others in this group, a fact which I find somewhat surprising. His method is to obtain promising material (
A Taste Of Honey. The Entertainer) and then wreck it by heavy-handed direction and the spelling out of the obvious. The results have been picturesquely described by Pauline Kael as "a high-school girl's idea of cinema art." In 
The Loneliness Of The Longdistance Runner the nihilistic thief of Sillitoe's book has been turned into a darling of the liberals, a young hero 'whom I thoroughly disliked) who looks as if at any moment he is about to drop his tools and join the Junior Socialists. Richardson's commitment strangled the film at birth. In 
The Loved One, his most recent film to be shown here, Richardson's touch is more assured, but the treatment of the subject Is so sick that the film gives up all pretence and simply lapses into the blatant voyeurism of Anderson's 
O Dreamland and Joseph Strick's 
The Savage Eye.


The point is that while critical attention has been focussed on the offerings of this group, other directors have suffered. Thus, while Lindsay Anderson's 
This Sporting Life was being hailed as an extraordinary achievement, films like 
The Man With The Green Carnation (Ken Hughes). 
Nothing But The Best (Clive Donner), 
and The L-Shaped Room (Bryan Forbes) were quietly doing the rounds. Yet all these films are better in one way or another than 
This Sporting Life, surely the most abysmal film to come from the free cinema circle. Anderson takes all the familiar ingredients the bruised, loutish (but sensitive hero, a few displays of tormented anguish, bits and pieces of passion and protest, and the customary specious pleading for the proletariat. He fragments the whole (flashbacks, etc) into a formless structure to give the impression that something significant is going on, adds a dash of spotty symbolism and serves up—a mess.
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"Morgan" the best


Shortly after Anderson's film was screened here, I saw Schlesinger's bittersweet fantasy, 
Billy Liar, The free cinema group and its fringe members were not entirely beyond redemption after all. Now we have 
Morgan which. I am pleased to say, is the best film yet made by one of these directors, and easily the most interesting film to have come from Britain in the last year. On reflection, this last status is not as impressive as it looks, but this does not detract from Reisz'a considerable achievement 
Morgan is everything that the dregs of the kitchen-sink dramas are not—witty, sad, fast-moving and possessed of a wild and wonderful anarchic spirit
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A reviewer in 
The Listener describes Reisz as directing in the "Lester idiom." I was not aware of such an "idiom," and, in any case, I think the comparison is somewhat unfair to Reisz. 
Morgan is not nearly as frantic as 
The Knack, nor is it as desperate in its search for effects. The reviewer goes on to assert that the film left him with a "taste of bitterness," presumably because "mental illness" is not a fit subject for comedy, But is this what the film is about? Is Morgan mentally ill? Is this a comedy with tragic overtones, or is it a horrendous tragedy embroidered with farce? Any "interpretation" of the film (and also whether one is moved ultimately to tears or laughter) will depend on a number of personal factors, including whatever mood one happens to be in at the time. I would suggest tentatively, as my own opinion, that Morgan is not mentally ill (in the Szaszian sense), that he merely opts out of an intolerable situation by becoming more and more part of his fantasies until a state of comfortable accommodation is reached. One might almost say that Morgan has the last laugh—but perhaps not. Leonie's final revelations concerning her pregnancy, and Morgan's placid acceptance of them, are horribly cutting. This is all very vague. I am usually wary of the Rorschach approach to a film, but in the case of 
Morgan the conclusions as to what it is really all about mast be left to the individual viewer. It would be presumptuous to be more objective.


One can, however, be objective about some things. Reisz has put the film together beautifully, producing along the way some memorable images. I liked especially the shot of Morgan in a smoking gorilla suit, speeding away in the distance on the motorcycle, and the bit where the enraged suitor drags away the door of Morgan's control-room to be met by an implacable stare and an unwavering flick-knife. There are many such delicious moments throughout the film. The character of Morgan is one of the most attractive (and sometimes pathetic) in British films—a shambling, ungainly figure, doing incredibly zany things (including a reconstruction of Trotsky's assassination, and a constant look-out for Stalinist henchmen) and mouthing little political speeches, all the more convincing because they are so platitudinous, David Warner plays Morgan to perfection, Indeed, it would be hard to imagine anyone else in the part. There is nothing fantastic about Vanessa Redgrave, despite all the acclaim. She is simply competent in doing what is expected of her.


The fantasy sequences enable us to see, among other things, excerpts from the classic 
King Kong. These are quite tremendous, although most film buffs were probably hoping to see the famous shot of the monster straddling the skyscraper. These pieces of nostalgia, together with excerpts from one (or more) of the Johnny Weissmuller-Maureen O'Sullivan movies, combine well with Morgan's own simian assumptions. But this is only part of the story. 
Morgan is constructed with such style and verve that for the first time from Britain we have a film which approaches anywhere near Truffaut's 
Jules Et Jim or some of the American black comedies like 
The Manchurian Candidate. These films are all less rarefied, less abstract, les concerned with metaphysical and social problems than some more highly praised articles, but they make a greater contribution to the cinema and our appreciation of life. They are better films, and I wish there were more of them.
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This year's New Zealand Academy of Fine Arts Autumn Exhibition opened on Saturday, April 8, and will close on Sunday, April 30. There are 337 exhibits of works by 145 artists on display.


On entering you can see the typical Academy-type paintings the Cedric Savages, the Colin Wheelers, the R. B. Watsons and the Peter Mardons. However, on closer scrutiny it is possible to distinguish new, exciting styles and subjects among the works of the less known artists. This makes one believe this year's exhibition is a step up from previous ones.


There is perhaps considerable sociological significance in the fact that most of the good artists in New Zealand are women. This is undoubtedly due to women having one of the most important ingredients of painting—time, but why do the male painters on the whole lack imagination? Could this be that on Sundays, after working their week, they feel drained of their imaginative resources or is it in their old age they have lost forever such resources? Would-be artists should also be reminded that not only does art require artistic and aesthetic ability, but also considerable hard work.


Over the last few years the Academy appears to have been struggling under the internal conflict of two opposing poles: the old school and the modern. Until this year the old school, painting in the styles and the subjects of past artists who have done the job far better, have dominated. This year the modern school (and I would emphasise not necessarily abstract) is seen on an equal footing as regards numbers, and artistically they stand far above their ancestors.






Artistic creativity


Leading this latter group are painters such as Vera Jamieson, Bonnie Quirk. Joan Fanning and Elva Bett, all of whose paintings show their artistic creativity and vitality. One need only look at paintings such as Vera Jamieson's 
Gold Sand (acrylic) with its simple yet strong line and form and its serene yet harsh golds, browns and black, or Bonnie Quirk's 
New Subdivision— Wellington (oil) with its deep greens impastoed in block forms, to appreciate this point. All (nebulous as it may sound) can only be described as having beautifully extracted the essence of nature transposing it into simple but powerful art forms.


There are several other works which should both appeal to and please the interested viewer. Elisabeth Harper's 
Indian Girl Dancing, with its thickly applied pale oils and cubist-like form and movement, displays good artistic control. Stewart Maclennan's 
Aghley Forest (oil) with its Paul Nash influence, Helen Stewart's 
Desert Road (Oil) and Collette Rand's 
Water And Land Forms (oil) are all worthy of mention. In the water colour section, Roy A. Steer displayed competence in his handling of 
Shadows Over Wheat Field.


The exhibition will be open for two more days and I urge those interested in art at all to view it, for only if this art is encouraged will the opportunity of New Zealand being "known" in international art circles arise.




M. J. R. Gaffikin.
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Bruckner symphony beautifully flowing Records by D.J.H.



Decca are treating us well with new recordings of the Bruckner symphonies. Last year there was the Mehta/Vienna Philharmonic version of the 
Ninth (SXLM 6202) and now there is a recording of the 
Fourth, The Romantic, with Istvan Kertesz conducting the London Symphony Orchestra (SXLM 6227 Stereo).


Kertesz never allows the symphony to lag —a beautiful flowing account allowing the majestic character of the work to shine forth radiantly. What I thought particularly good was his reading of the 
Scherzo (3rd movement)—fast, an excellent jogging rhythm, with brilliant fanfares.


The London Symphony's performance is extremely good, a warm string tone with excellent work from the brass and woodwind sections, most essential for this work. A very good recording. Highy recommended.


On Decca's Ace of Diamonds label (29/6) is 
Operetta Evergreens, with Hilde Gueden and the Vienna State Opera Orchestra conducted by Robert Stolz (SDD 132 Stereo). A pleasant collection of excerpts from 
White Horse Inn. Der Zarewitsch, Madame Pompadour, Casanova (the inevitable Nun's chorus), 
Die Fledermaus, The Chocolate Soldier, Wiener Blut and others. I found the Strauss arias the most interesting—all are performed delightfully by Mme. Gueden, the orchestral work is also very good—however, many of them are rather hackneyed and do not stand up well to constant listening. A worthwhile buy, as long as you don't intend playing the disc too often.


In my opinion, the best new group of 1966 was the Alan Price Set. Formed after Price left the Animals, their recordings of 
I Put A Spell On You, Hi Lili Hi Lo and 
Willow Weep For Me have proved very popular in England, but met with only limited success in New Zealand. (It is hardly surprising when one considers what happens when the Animals play in Wellington—I am sure they will be the last of the real "blues" pop groups to bother touring New Zealand). The lineup of the set is complex—organ and vocals, lead guitar, bass guitar, drums, trumpet, tenor sax and baritone sax.


Their first 1p, 
The Price To Play (Decca LKM 4839 Mono) is very good—it allows Alan to demonstrate how much more sophisticated his music has become. His organ playing is superior to anything I have heard in pop groups—just listen to the sympathetic accompaniment in 
Mercy, Mercy. The beautiful blues number 
Going Down Slow shows how much his voice has improved since the early Animal days. The only tracks that are not successful are the two ballads, his reasons for continuing to record Goffin King tunes are beyond me.


"Time" once described "The Jefferson Airplane" as a group that "... likes to blur and disconnect its musical phrases, creating the aural equivalent of double vision." They do not show any features as complex as this on their first album to be released in New Zealand—
The Jefferson Airplane Takes Off (RCA LPM 3584). After hearing so much about the San Francisco psychedelic folk-rock sound I was rather disappointed with this, the first lp representing it to be released here. The group relies heavily on the rock aspect. Admittedly their harmonies are good and they do produce a big sound (a four-guitar line-up). Maybe it is that I'm not switched on to "instant trips," it certainly does not create any aural equivalent of a double vision in me, whatever that is.
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Legalise homosexuality!!


Anthony Haas




What does a liberally inclined group do when it wants to change a law, and the social attitudes that support it?



This is the problem facing the newly-formed Wolfenden Association. Primarily, they want the existing law changed to legalise Homosexual Acts between adult consenting males, in private.



There are a number of subsidiary changes they would like to see introduced too, if the comments of one of the legal speakers at their inaugural meeting, Mrs. O. Smuts-Kennedy are to be seen as expressing the viewpoint of the reformers.


Legal change takes place in a social context, however, as Victoria University Psychologist Peter Blizard noted in his address. In opening up homosexuality for public debate we should not try to avoid moral, religious, psychiatric and sociological considerations, he said.


For the 200 who went to the advertised public meeting and voted for the formation of the new pressure group, the aim was clear.


But as far they knew, they were 200 alone, with an unknown amount of public support, suspicion or opposition. The man who would be responsible for writing a change in the legislation—the Minister of Justice, Mr. Hanan— was on record as opposing reform some years back, and of offering "no comment" when asked a week ago.


So they elected a committee of 11 to work out ways and means. It would decide the name of the group—as important a task as any in the initial stages. For the name would become the best known and should symbolise in the public mind all the group stood for.


It would come back to another public meeting with proposals on how to lead change—a process which one lawyer present wryly remarked on as not being likely this year.


Workers would be needed for the time consuming, probably frustrating countless small tasks such as typing, pamphleteering, letterboxing and crusading necessary to convert public and official opinion.


What sort of reaction are they likely to meet with? Some has crystallised out already. Some newspapers carried news reports of their meeting, the NZBC Compass team were present preparing a film for last Thursday, some interested groups indicated their sympathy. So did some individuals — prominent ones —whose names the Convener carefully read out at the beginning to emphasise the respectability of the reform movements following.


Maybe it was not coincidental this list included a handful of Professors, individuals who had previously made their names by fighting in some minority cause, and an assortment of university staff, About half the audience were either students, staff or graduates of Universities, others who evidently came from contrasting walks of life were both male and female.


If the Universities alone catch onto the spirit they could create problems for themselves with the community. From one point of view this is irrelevant, if a cause has sufficient intrinsic worth then Universities and anyone else should throw their weight behind it.


But Mr. Shand's warnings about the uses of academic freedom, delivered at the annual New Zealand University Students' Association Easter Council, will tip the scales in the conservative direction in the minds of some. Their feeling, which has been a consistent and a powerful one in student and university affairs emphasises the need for placid public relations.


But whatever the universities do as an organised group, individuals as ever will throw their lot in behind such a liberal cause. Individual researchers and publicists will present their views.


It will be the same among the churches, the unions and other organised groups. Rev, Lance Robinson, an Anglican who spoke at the inaugural meeting of the Wolfenden Association was, for example, at pains to indicate his opinions were personal, Opinion within the Church was likely to be as divided on the issue, as it was in the community at large.


Resistance has crystallised out already too, it seems, Peter Blizard, who had stood as a Labour Candidate last election, mentioned in prefacing his address that a union executive had hinted at the implications of Peter endorsing a liberal view of homosexual problems, and mentioned the political cost of such a stand.


This will be the situation Mr. Hanan will be in too. For even his liberal image will be insufficient to bring change within the National Party, if his colleagues view the proposal with disdain. But working for reform is a probable shift in public opinion in favour of reform over the years, and the example of Britain. The House of Lords may have supported the Wolfenden Commission's reform proposals because they believed them to be correct, or because they saw how impossible it was to enforce existing penalties for homosexual acts.


The clearness of the reformers arguments stands them in good stead also. Peter Blizard mentioned them in his address.


"The present penal law is often unenforceable. In 1965 193 persons were prosecuted for indecency between males in New Zealand. The included consenting adults, cases involving minors, cases involving public (as opposed to private) indecency.


"Clearly, from the incidence figures referred to only a very small fraction of one per cent of all 'cases' are either detected, prosecuted or both. Thus a change in the Law would hardly change the status quo.


"The unsuitability of imprisonment: succinctly," he said. "This is just the same as giving an alcoholic a two-year sentence of hard labour behind a bar.


"That 'private homosexuality' poses little moral threat to the community, in this context the lack of harm that private homosexuality poses is compared and contrasted with both fornication and adultery—neither of which are, or should be offences."


Mr. Blizard noted that these did not necessarily include all the reasons for reform, the possibility of blackmail was only one more.


New Zealand, with its tradition of social reforms is far behind on this question. In Britain homosexual acts between adult consenting males in private will become law shortly.


Other countries are in advance of New Zealand also Belgium: Homosexual acts are not punishable as such, but only if there are circumstances of indecent assault, relations with minors, abuse of authority, violation of public decency, etc. Denmark: Homosexual acts per se ceased to be crimes in 1930 ... similarly in France. Greece, Italy. Netherlands, Spain, Sweden and Switzerland according to information provided by the meetings convenors. In Germany and Austria, alone among European countries, however, all homosexual acts between males are punishable, although the law does not punish such acts between females.


This is he background to a new movement. For its promoters the price could be success, it could be failure, or it could be public scorn.
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New Zealand left out in the cold


By Tony Jaques



"
British Entry into the Common Market would force a lowering of New Zealand's standard of living," saye Mr. Dennis Rose of the Institute of Economic Research. "New Zealand would change from being protected to being a discriminated-against supplier," he said, painting a very black picture of New Zealand's immediate prospects if Britain decides to join.



Had Britain succeeded in her first attempt to join, the market area countries would have had to import 214,000 tons of butter-fat equivalent per annum in 1961-63, but on United Nations Food and Agricultural Organisation projections the area including Britain will have generated an exportable surplus by 1975.


"
British Entry," said Mr. Rose, at the second of the Political Science Society's special lectures, "will in fact shut her into a potentially self-sufficient market."


The position regarding New Zealand's meat exports would not be quite so unfavourable, he said, because of the relative unimportance of sheep meat in European consumption and production. British consumers eat four times as much sheep meat as do the French, the biggest European mutton consumer. For this reason Mr. Rose believed that the threshold, or foreign entry, price for sheep meat would be kept fairly low, unlike the threshold price for butter which has been set at a level more than double the present selling rate of New Zealand butter on the London market.


Pointing out the advantages of access to the New Zealand market which would probably be denied to Britain if she were to join the European Economic Community. Mr. Rose quoted that in 1961 New Zealand gave Britain a preference of between 14-16 per cent on the general level of tariffs imposed. These figures contrasted strongly with the average preference for all Commonwealth countries of only 6 per cent.


Invisible trade in 1965-66 amounted to £80 million in the favour of Britain, said Mr. Rose, much of this in the form of shipping costs. British entry in the EEC would mean an increase in the trend towards the carrying of New Zealand goods to the Pacific in non-British shipping.


"Such factors as these," said Mr. Rose, "might cause Britain to hesitate to throw New Zealand over the edge." But he countered this, however, expressing the opinion that Britain was definitely out to join the Market if she possibly could. "To fail in the present attempt would push Britain out once and for all." asserted Mr. Rose, "or at least for this decade."


Looking forward to future trading prospects Mr. Rose said: "Any simple or complete removal of tariffs could not be acceptable to New Zealand," but he emphasised the potential of bi-lateral agreements, for example with Russia or Japan, but pointed out that to gain such markets New Zealand would have to lower tariffs on goods from these countries to the level of, or lower than, tariffs on British goods.


"The next decade," he said, "will be difficult for most primary producing countries," but he was sufficiently optimistic to qualify this by suggesting "the long-term market for primary produce exports, however, appears to be quite good."
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French plays here in May


by Larry Stenswick




The First French speaking theatre company to ever tour New Zealand will present two plays in 
the Memorial Theatre during the May holidays.



The contemporary classic. 
Antigone by Jean Anouilh will be presented on Monday. 15th of May, at 8.30pm, followed on Tuesday by a matinee and evening performance of Moliere's comedy. 
Les Femmes Savants.


Le Treteau de Paris has selected for this touring company the most distinguished actors, directors and designers from virtually every theatre in Paris. In its recently completed tour of North American universities the company received unanimous praise from critics and students alike.


Both plays will appear at Victoria under the auspices of the French Government.
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Asian press director disturbed by article



Sirs—I have read, with great concern, an article entitled, 
"Cia Finance Shocks" written by Mr. Alister Taylor, a past President of NZUSA, in your issue of March 2. 1967. The whole article is full of inaccurate information and certain baseless allegations which I consider it necessary to refute and place the facts before your readers.


The International Student Conference was not established in 1948, but in 1950 at Stockholm and, contrary to the views expressed by the author, a majority of the national unions reflected the American recommendations on a number of important topics. A number of member organisations of the International Union of Students attended this first meeting of the International Student Conference because they were deeply dissatisfied with the partisan political line consistently being followed by the Secretariat of the IUS. The IUS for instance, had expelled the Yugoslav Union of Students (YUS). Similarly, when the Communists led a coup d'etat in Czechoslovakia and killed a large number of students, the IUS Secretariat in spite of the fact that it was based in Prague. Czechoslovakia, kept mum. These are not "the so-called leftwing tendencies" the author has chosen to mention, but definite facts which will go on the record of the student movement for ever.


The establishment of the International Student. Conference was never designed to counteract the IUS, but to provide an open platform for the exchange of ideas and implementation for welfare programmes for the student community without any political strings attached to them. To say that this development and the establishment of the International Student Conference was a "cold war" tactic is an insult to a large number of national unions which attended the Stockholm conference.


The author has alleged that "the source of ISC funds has been a continual mystery." Nothing is farther from the truth than this particular statement because right from the first conference till the 12th conference in Nairobi, the International Student Conference has always presented audited statements of accounts and accountings for each penny received by it. There has been no mystery about the ISC funds and as has been made clear in the statement of accounts, the ISC draws its money from the member organisations; sale of, publications, identity cards etc.; philanthropic foundations in Europe and United States: international governmental organisations like UNESCO etc.


Certain baseless allegations have also been made about the meetings of the Finance Sub-committee of the ISC Supervision Committee. All the files and accounts of the International Student Conference are always open for scrutiny not only by the members of the Finance Committee but by all the members of the Supervision Committee. The Finance Sub-committee has always been free to go into any details of the ISC finances and has never been denied any information. It is totally wrong to contend that the members of the Finance Sub-committee were allowed "to see the accounts only in most general detail."


Ever since the foundation of the International Student Conference a number of accountants were appointed and they were changed from time to time. The appointment of the present accountant, who is an American by nationality, was purely based on his qualifications and absolutely no pressure was exerted by any foundation to appoint him. It is necessary to mention here that the past accountants of the ISC were not Americans and nobody ever raised this question at all. The position of an accountant is a technical one and has absolutely no political significance whatsoever.


The election of the Secretary General is carried out by the Supervision Committee and it has never been stressed that "the person must be suitable to deal with American foundations." This is a totally erroneous and unfounded allegation and an insult to the members of the Supervision Committee (of which NZUSA has been a member in the past).


It is also totally wrong to assert that the Secretary General "had to fly to New York every two months." It is true that the members of the Secretariat, including the Secretary General, have to travel to the United States to meet the member organisations there just as they visit a large number of other countries. But to say that the Secretary General visited New York every two months is a statement with no foundations whatsoever. It should be sufficient to say that for the last two years the Secretary General has gone to the United States only once.


In the end I would also like to draw the attention of readers to a press statement issued by the International Student Conference on February 17, immediately after the revelations of CIA USNSA relationship. The ISC Secretariat vehemently condemned the Government of the United States and its Central Intelligence Agency for the corruption of a democratic student body and recommended the members of the Supervision Committee to suspend the membership of USNSA, pending a thorough inquiry


In the last analysis, the ISC will stand on its record when confronted with such baseloss allegations. In its many political actions, the ISC has never served the purposes of any "world power" or other nation. It applies its principles universally and without any fear or favour. This is evident from the ISC position on a number of countries like Aden, Angola, Brazil, Dominican Republic, South Africa, Spain, etc.



Chandra Gulhati, Director, Asian Student Press Bureau.
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Movement infiltrates



Salient Reporter




The Moral Re-Armament Movement is again trying to infiltrate the student world.



The latest example of this involved an International Youth Day function run by the Pan Pacific and South East Asia Women's Association in Wellington.


An MRA "inspirational" film occupied a key place in the day's events — but not in the invitation programme.


The circular listed group discussion, lunch, singing, dancing, a speaker and "a film."


But all mention of MRA, the film's sponsor, was omitted.


This circular went to all schools in the Wellington area. It asked principals to send six students (12 from coeducational schools).


Headmasters and students might have been less enthusiastic if MRA involvement had been openly revealed.


"
Salient" has previously reported attempts by MRA to influence young people by methods that seem at variance with its aims.


The Pan Pacific and South East Asia Women's Association itself also took some steps which would circumvent Students' right of free choice. It asked a lecturer at one large educational institute to supply names and addresses of all coloured students on the roll, without consulting the students.


He thought students were able to make up their own minds and refused.
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Reform ?


By Peter Rapp



At the executive meetings of April 13 it was decided to send Mike King as an observer to a meeting to be held on April 17 of the Wolfenden Association, the body pressing for the legal recognition of homosexuality between two consenting males.


Executive, however, is making no stand on this matter at present until Mr. King reports on his findings.
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Barbara is to test sweaters


By Peter Rapp



The long-awaited sweat-shirts signifying the wearer as a Vic rep have been further delayed for at least two months.


The nylon American-style shirt, of Victoria green with "Victoria" and the crest emblazoned on the front were to have gone on sale on April 13 but the manufacturer made the consignment of a grey, knitted material. The Executive meeting of April 13 decided that these were not acceptable and declined to receive the lot.


Barbara Cowan, Women's Vice-President is investigating the properties of the shirts as regards shrinkage and other common failings of knitted garments and will report her findings at a later meeting.


Executive is considering purchasing the faulty shirts at a discount as about £25 has already been received in orders. No definite decision has vet been made however.
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Classified Service Page




Sharebrokcrs




Daysh Renouf & 
Co.



Members Wellington Stock Exchange




National Mutual Centre



Featherston Street. Phone 70-169.






Butchers




Important!



Buy all your meat at Lambton Meat Supply



254 Lambton Quay






Opticians




A Business Card




Barry & Sargent Ltd.





Opticians



118 Willis St. Telephone 45-841







Coffee





Terrace Coffee Lounge




Take Away Foods Morning And Afternoon Teas Light Lunches A Specialty




15 Woodward Street Tel 41-774



7.30 a.m. - 4 p.m.







Victuallers




Reginald Collins Ltd.


Wholesale wine and spirit people Vintners to the Students' Association Carry stocks of all brands of ale, spirits, table wine (from 5/6), sherry in flagons (16/-) or quart bottles.


Free delivery — Cellars located at



No. 3 
Ballance Street



(Customhouse Quay end)






Fruit



Buy your fruit and vegetables at




The Major Fruit Co.



36 
Lambton Quay







Hairdressers



Ex-Paris University Student




Henri de 
Paris


Ladies' Hair Stylist 
Cnr Willis & Manners St.


Phone 54262







Mart




Bargain Mart



New and Second-hand Dealers



41 
Courtenay Place, Wellington



Telephone 50-435.






Hotels




Hotel St. George




The "Seven Seas Bar" Best In New Zealand



• Nearest to the University.



• Modern comfortable surroundings.



• Cool, bright, fresh beer on tap always



• Food available from our "Food Bar" 11.45 a.m to 230 p.m.



Entrees, cold buffet, vegetables, hot pies.




Midland Hotel



where all the students meet



Light Lunches Served In The Bars Cool 
Red Band beer always on tap




Phone 70-259 On The Quay



Handy to the Varsity and Cable Car




Barrett's Hotel




At The Bottom Of Plimmer Steps


Have Lunch in Our New Pacific Bar



Remember Our ...



Free Delivery Service, Balls. Parties, Etc.


Chilled flagons and 4½ 
or 9-gallon kegs.







Books




Techbooks for 
Textbooks



Technical Books Ltd.



178-180 
Lambton Quay



(Opp. Stale Fire Building)



Phone 51-137




Usual Student Discount Applies On Ail Textbooks






Sports




The Sports Depot



(Witcombe & Caldwell) 
Half-Way Along Willis Street


Long standing connection with University sport, Every one of Vic's 24 sports catered for







Dancing




Margaret O'Connor Studio




Private Tuition Daily



Beginners only every Monday 7-10.30 pm — Admission 5/-




58 Lower Cuba Street



Telephone 45-818
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Rugby men say reform should start at the top


by Russell Fairbrother






There seems to be a growing resentment within some quarters of the university at the apparent non-restrictive membership of the University Rugby Club.



Following an editorial opinion in the last issue of this paper, I made some inquiries into the situation and found that there is a constitutional restriction on those wishing to play for the club.


The effects of this restriction is that membership is open only to those who do or have attended a university and who are or have been members of a Students Association. Those who are not current members of the Victoria Students Association are required to pay to the club a subscription of £1/1/-. With fourteen university teams entered in the Wellington competition it has only been necessary this year to collect a total of £15/15/- in subscription money from players.






Admin. errors


It is acknowledged that there have been instances when persons not meeting the membership requirements have played for varsity teams. But these instances are said to have been few, and are attributed to administrative errors. At the commencement of this season applications for membership were received from two players outside of the Wellington Province. Both, it seems, would have been assured of berths in the senior A team, but their applications were rejected because of no previous connections with a university. They are now playing senior A for other clubs in the Wellington Rugby competition. One, a 1966 Junior All Back, will be commencing studies at Victoria next year.


In their invitation for the recent tour of Japan by the NZU team the Japanese specifically requested that the best team available be sent on tour. In 1965 the Australians were prepared to accept the NZU team and the individual university teams on face value and several Australian players in the team admitted to having enrolled at a university just so that they could make the tour to New Zealand.


Within the Victoria Club and the student body, there seems to be a feeling of inevitability about more stringent elegibility requirements for university rugby players. It is agreed that these would benefit the "student life" but there is some doubt as to whether the present laxity adversely affects student players. The following three people connected with Victoria sport were prepared to give their views on the present situation:


Mr. A. Laidler, physical Welfare Officer, told 
Salient "sports clubs are a vital part of university life, and every student should feel he has the unqualified opportunity to represent his club at the highest possible level. At the moment his opportunities within the club seem limited by the knowledge that experienced, non-student players are denying him the opportunity to gain experience at top competition level for himself, whilst playing university rugby.






Misleading


Mr. I. H. Boyd. Student Union Managing - Secretary, and Sports administrator at both Victoria and NZU level: "I do not see why graduates should not be allowed to continue playing for the University Rugby Club. That is the practice in the other university clubs such as Hockey. Cricket and Athletics. I do feel, however, that this is a matter which the Rugby Club could, and should, decide for themselves."


Mr.D. B. Barrowman. VUW Rugby Club Club-Captain, told 
Salient "on several counts the editorial in the last issue of 
Salient was misleading. It would have been nearer the truth if it had stated that only two or three senior A players were not at present studying at Victoria. Secondly, Otago University do play graduates. A player is allowed to continue playing for his club in the year following his graduation. It should also be realised that the club receives much support from the Medical School to which a student is attached for six or so years.






Average time


"From this it can be seen that the average time a player at Otago is a student is much longer than that of the player at a university like Victoria. It is also an acknowledged fact that Otago and Lincoln (which has similar elegibility rules to Otago) do experience administrative problems.


"I do feel, however, that as the University continues to grow, there will develop a trend towards more restrictive membership in the rugby club and that when the time is right, this will be a desirable thing. But I do not think that, as yet, the time is right."


It is not only in rugby that sportsmen masquerade as students. There are a number of sports clubs at Victoria that allow non-studying graduates to participate in their competitive activities. Even the Students Association, which refutes charges that it is a sporting body, will allow persons not engaged in studies at Victoria to become members on payment of the necessary fee. Perhaps, therefore, the reform should start at the top.
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It is acknowledged that there have been instances when persons not meeting the membership requirements have played for varsity teams. But these instances are said to have been few, and are attributed to administrative errors. At the commencement of this season applications for membership were received from two players outside of the Wellington Province. Both, it seems, would have been assured of berths in the senior A team, but their applications were rejected because of no previous connections with a university. They are now playing senior A for other clubs in the Wellington Rugby competition. One, a 1966 Junior All Back, will be commencing studies at Victoria next year.


In their invitation for the recent tour of Japan by the NZU team the Japanese specifically requested that the best team available be sent on tour. In 1965 the Australians were prepared to accept the NZU team and the individual university teams on face value and several Australian players in the team admitted to having enrolled at a university just so that they could make the tour to New Zealand.


Within the Victoria Club and the student body, there seems to be a feeling of inevitability about more stringent elegibility requirements for university rugby players. It is agreed that these would benefit the "student life" but there is some doubt as to whether the present laxity adversely affects student players. The following three people connected with Victoria sport were prepared to give their views on the present situation:


Mr. A. Laidler, physical Welfare Officer, told 
Salient "sports clubs are a vital part of university life, and every student should feel he has the unqualified opportunity to represent his club at the highest possible level. At the moment his opportunities within the club seem limited by the knowledge that experienced, non-student players are denying him the opportunity to gain experience at top competition level for himself, whilst playing university rugby.
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"From this it can be seen that the average time a player at Otago is a student is much longer than that of the player at a university like Victoria. It is also an acknowledged fact that Otago and Lincoln (which has similar elegibility rules to Otago) do experience administrative problems.


"I do feel, however, that as the University continues to grow, there will develop a trend towards more restrictive membership in the rugby club and that when the time is right, this will be a desirable thing. But I do not think that, as yet, the time is right."


It is not only in rugby that sportsmen masquerade as students. There are a number of sports clubs at Victoria that allow non-studying graduates to participate in their competitive activities. Even the Students Association, which refutes charges that it is a sporting body, will allow persons not engaged in studies at Victoria to become members on payment of the necessary fee. Perhaps, therefore, the reform should start at the top.
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A Female badminton player. Part of the intramural sporting scene.
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Ice hockey established




Discontent With the type 
of ice hockey played by 
existing Wellington teams has caused 
three players, experienced at the game and studying at Victoria, to attempt to establish an Ice Hockey Club within the University. They are confident that within three weeks of coaching they will be able to get an enthusiastic student, who has never skated on ice before, to the standard required for play in the Wellington competition.


Anton Kavac, Anthony Lewis and Claude Bobillier have all had overseas experience at the game and feel that the four teams in the Wellington competition place too much emphasis on individual play rather than on constructive teamwork. A student team would have the advantage of sharing an outside common interest and should with little trouble be capable of developing a combination that the four other teams in the Wellington competition would be unable to match.


Before coming to New Zealand, Anton played for Yugoslavia's junior national team. Twenty-two-year-old Claude was a top Swiss forward and before leaving his native country played for the famous Zurich Grasshoppers. Anthony Lewis gained his experience playing for the top Hillfield College side in Ontario, Canada. Anton and Claude have been playing ice hockey since late childhood and all three are highly rated in the Wellington competition.


Although equipment for the game can be expensive. Anton is sure that with "hired skates and initative in the making of their own equipment, a student team could become established at a very low initial Once the basic skills were mastered, two to three practices a week, including a session from eight to ten Saturday mornings would be sufficient time devoted to training.


Besides Wellington, when the competition is in its third year, the sport has a keen following in Christchurch: Interest in the sport is also growing to Other centres.
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Surfies initiate



At the recent inaugural meeting of the VUW Surf Board Riders Club. 125 people supported six enthusiastic "freshers" responsible for calling the meeting.


The six, led by John O'Leary, established themselves as the club executive for an interim period of three months. Aided by a further six elected as the foundation committee, their immediate task is to draw up a constitution to be presented at another general meeting to be called within three months.


The constitution is to incorporate the aim of fostering suit board riding within the university. The committee is to prepare for the club's entry into competitive New Zealand surf board riding and is to, launch an ambitious social programme, which it is hoped, will be stimulated by the acquisition of a club-house at Lyall Bay.


The club was affiliated to the Students Association several days prior to the inaugural initial meeting and if the initial enthusiasm is maintained, it Should become a major club on the Victoria sporting scene.
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Hockey prospects



by the Hockey Reporter



New Players from prominent secondary schools again place the Men's Hockey Club in a strong position for the 1967 season. The club has entered one senior, two senior reserve and two second grade teams in the Wellington competition and the early season training has paid dividends in the first two games played this season. It appears that the club's five teams will be capable of winning the competition in their respective grades.


To the senior team have come the New Zealand representative winger, Bruce Judge, and two Heretaunga College players, A. Borren and J. Mathews, C. Kirkham has taken Neville Compton's place in the side. Nev, last year's captain, has retired alter 19 years of senior club hockey.


The team includes the formidable half line of A. Botting. R. Kendrick and K. Purchase, and is settling into a controlled pattern of hockey. Winning their first ma against Hutt 4-0. University went down to their co-champions (Karori) of last year 1-2 in a close and exciting game. With a little more team combination, they could have been able to win.


The Senior Reserve 'A' team is confident of success in this year's competition. New to the side are John Swift, NZU reserve in the test against Australia last year, and Jonn Nimmo, a former Marlborough representative. The team won their first game against Heretaunga by 11-1.


Team spirit within the club is high, following preseason social activities for the benefit of new club members, and it is hoped once again to win the Club Championship and to better their second placing to Canterbury at tournament last year.
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More restrictive Creative Commons licenses may be used in the cases of copyright texts where the copyright holder is amenable to using a Creative Commons license. You will need to refer to the license text (available by clicking on the CC license logo) for the specific restrictions and re-use allowed.


				

				

					
Statement of Liability


					
While we have sought to ensure there are no intellectual property rights in the material that would prevent copying and other re-use, please note that material on this website marked with a Creative Commons license is released on an as-is basis and with no representations or warranties of any kind, to the greatest extent permissible by law. Subject to any liability which may not be excluded or limited by law, the Victoria University Library shall not be liable on any legal basis (including without limitation negligence) and hereby expressly excludes all liability for loss or damage howsoever and whenever caused to you.
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55-MINUTE DRY CLEANERS

38 Cuba Street 104 Aro Street 340 Tinakori Road
and all our branches

offers you ONE-DAY SERVICE with
a permanent 10% Concession \

Guarantee of Satisfaction
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SATURDAY NIGHT

AND
SUNDAY MORNING

VUW FILM SOCIETY
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ADVERTISING MANAGER

Applications are invited for this post, to take
office from issue 6 of SALIENT. Applicants

should possess some sales experience if possible.
Considerable help is available. In a full year a
manager could expect to earn £300 or more.
Office and telephone supplied

Apply to: PUBLICATIONS OFFICER, VUWSA OFFICE,
in writing,
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Unattached ? ?
ring 55678 |
for a bright new

DATELINE

then

come and see s,

2nd Floor, Ascot Chambers,
81 Ghuznee Street.
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THE WATSON HOUSES

@ OF SCIENCE

WATS[]N VICTOR LIMIIED
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Friday, 5th May

VIC BALL

® Limited numbers
® More food

® Liguor served
Tickets £2/5/- (double)
from VUWSA Office

NOW!
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DOWNSTAGE THEATRE
DIRECTOR: SANDY BLACK

it e s Ao R A GRS of T

UNTIL MAY 13
2 Modern Hallan Drama

“THE CAGE”

e by e o

LATE SHOW SATURDAYS T1PM.
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Crowning of Miss
Victoria for Queen,
Piggy Muldoon

for King

VIC BALL

FRIDAY, 5th MAY

Tickets £2/5/- (double)
from VUWSA Offce

NOW!
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CHEQUERS BOOK
SHOP LTD.

(€ & L oREEN)

FULL RANGE UNIVERSITY
STATIONERY

176 CUBA STREET
(Near Vivian Street)

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
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ZYMOTIC CARDBOARD
CAPPICADE

Wil be pachasble on Toesdy, My 20d
for the pric of

30 MULDOONS
1 PIGGY
oo o o s, s 00 s, 1 s
Buy Buy Buy
IYMOTIC CARDBOARD CAPPICADE






etexts/Salient30051967/Salient30051967_011c(h280).jpg
BAas s sa s~ Ass A s A sAsS S A~ ~sA]
[ SPECIAL FRENCH SEASON OF QUALITY FILMS
? Jean Renoir's

({
{
) FRENCH CAN-CAN o |
{

Wednesday, 24th May, 7.30 p.m. Memorial Theatre

Jean Cocte

S
é ORPHEE

s

Wednesday, 31st May, 7.30 p.m. Memorial Theatre
Excelent French sugportng proarammes, including i on ABEL GANCE.
MENBERS FREE T0 80TH SCREENINGS

VUW FILM SOCIETY (Phone 49-423)

s A i e





etexts/Salient30051967/Salient30051967_005a(h280).jpg
The climax of

Capping week is

VIC BALL

Friday, 5th May
Tickets £2/5/- (double)
from VUWSA Offce

NOW!
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Sweet and Maxwell's
University Book Centre Ltd

PAPER BACKS!

s EO0IS A 0K
& ARETS

A

WAYRAIR CAmBERS
54 The T
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