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Aussies Go Under To VUW




Aussies Go Under To VUW



–Debating




Taking the negative side to debate the motion "Modern women are overdeveloped and underexpoesd," Victoria defeated Australia on August 29.




Opening for Australia, Ian Lawry (Sydney University) said that though the subject had strong sexual overtones, his team intended to talk solely about the political and social aspects. The subject "has far greater significance than meets the eye," he said.



The foundation of his case was the contention that modern women were over-developed because they were underexposed—they didn't have to use all the training in their domestic lives.



Just as the female breast, when overdeveloped did not produce more or better milk, so the woman who is overtrained does not use her excess training to any advantage.


F. A. Hamlin, opening for Victoria, outlined the way his side would present their case. They would speak of Strontium-90, taxation, and advertising.


The reference to Strontium-90 was an illustration of how women were overexposed—everyone was overexposed to Strontium-90, and therefore women were also.



Hamlin pointed out that the affirmative had to prove both that modern women were over-developed, and that they were underexposed. He claimed that the negative team only had to disprove one of them to have won their case. His team intended to concentrate on over-development.



In his adjudication, Mr. Patterson said that he had been partieularly impressed by this point, and had had it in mind throughout the rest of the debate.


For Australia, Terry Coulthard said that women were overdeveloped because they were not able to use their full intellectual potential in modern society.


T. A. Roberts claimed that Lawry's dissertation on the female breast "gave women the personality of the WCC milk department."


In support of his argument that women were underdeveloped politically and socially, he cited reports from the UN Commission on women.


In his summing-up, the leader of the Australian team claimed that Victoria had only proved that women were underprivileged not that they were underexposed.



Hamlin had the audience rocking with laughter when he brushed aside a comparison between women and hedgehogs, which had come up earlier.



"I have handled hedgehogs, and I think it is obvious that the Australians have not handled hedgehogs."


The adjudicator placed Hamlin first, and Lawry second, and paid a tribute to Coulthard, who had spoken well even though he had been quite sick the night before.


He concluded with a plea to the organisers of the debate "There were too many unders and overs in the overdeveloped or underdeveloped, and underexposed. Have a thought for the adjudicator, and please don't do it again."
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U.S. Foreign Policy



"
The cold war will continue until there is either a hot one or the USSR becomes convinced that stability is preferable to revolution," students were told recently.


The speaker was Professor Graebner, a visiting American foreign affairs expert who discussed recent changes in USA policy under the Kennedy administration. Among the new tendencies:


• Laotian policy—The former right wing government here received more aid per capita than any other state only to be overthrown in 1960 by Captain Kong Le. Since then American support has switched to the neutralist leader Prince Souvanna Phouma, previously the victim of an American backed coup.




[image: Prof. Graebner]


Prof. Graebner




• China policy—The Kennedy administration has come out in favour of a "two China's policy" abandoning the former policy of keeping the issue of Communist China's recognition off the UN agenda. However, Russia insists that only Communist China be recognised.


• South Viet Nam—methods have been changed (eg. the adoption of strategic hamlets), but not purposes.
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Diplomatic Man!




Readers may remember a report in the last issue of 
Salient of a student delegation which visited the French Embassy. On that occasion the students were asked to leave the Embassy after Peter Blizard had made a remark which was considered "too rude."



Since then 
Salient has received a photocopy of the letter below from the Embassy. We can only wonder in what way Blizard intends to "co-operate" further with the Embassy.—(Ed.)


V. U.W. Stud. Ass.



The First Secretary



French Embassy,



Wellington.


13th. August 1963.



Dear Sir,—This Association thanks you very much indeed for giving of your time so generously to hear our recent deputation registering our feelings on the proposed French nuclear test in the Gambia Islands.



In spite of any differences of opinion that may exist between yourself and our Association we were most gratified that you made yourself available to us.



Assuring you of our future co-operation.—We remain, Yours faithfully.—P. J. R. Blizard, President.




[image: The House that Stud.Ass. built. Co-operation from the town surprised many.]


The House that Stud.Ass. built. Co-operation from the town surprised many.
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In This Issue



• Salient replies to critic—P.2.



• Political Column (Censorship and Parties]— P.3.



• American Fascist Groups— P.4.



• Foreign News—P.4.



• A Kiwi in Reel China, Special to Salient—P.5.



• N.Z. Literary Scene—P.6.



• Tournament Report—P.8.
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House Had Problems




The A-frame house project "Operation Two Worlds" sponsored by the Students' Association had been planned for eighteen months before it was started, Students' Association secretary Brian Opie told 
Salient.



The organisation was far from simple, and at times had members of the executive extremely harassed. Opie mentioned that at one stage timber was being cut while no site was available and none appeared to be forthcoming.




Besides a site for the erection of the house, a place under cover where prefabrication could be carried out in all weathers was required. This had to have entrances large enough to take an articulated vehicle, which limited the field of choice considerably. Eventually it was discovered that CORSO had a suitable site in the winter show buildings.



Opie told 
Salient that they also had trouble with the labour shortage, which, he said, was solved by accepting recruits from the men's common room and Weir House, The house took about 15 working days to build, with their help.



Later there were difficulties in finding furniture to display in the house, and troubles with the temporary plumbing, which resulted in leaks.


Opie mentioned that a great deal of co-operation had been received from the City Corporation and business community, and suggested that there was possibly a better "University image" in Wellington than many students thought.
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Critics Of Salient



In a recent issue of Argot, the editorial writer "J.P." takes us to task for the standard of our art criticism. If we would believe him, 
Salient is becoming a "paranoids' paradise." We are "soulless, incompetent, and lack even elementary good taste."


He also has some words to say about our critic "W.B.," and his report of the Contemporary Arts Group's third concert. According to "J.P.," the criticism we published consisted of "poison-pen piffle" and "ego-inflation with the latest do-it-yourself kit complete with typewriter and 
Salient copypaper.


"J.P." is obviously very angry with us. It is probably this fact which allowed him to write an editorial which did such a disservice to art criticism. A scathing attack on someone else's criticism, particularly one calling it "destructive commentary," should be examined to see whether the invective could be as equally well applied to one's own work.


I would submit that this is the case with "J.P.'s" comment on our art criticism. To make this clear, it is only necessary to examine his arguments.


He accuses "W.B." with being "in one instance . . . almost insulting to the artist." If insult is implied by criticism (in the everyday sense of the word) I would agree with him. But if this were the case, there would be small hope for any growth of informed evaluation in this country, because we would forever have to refrain from these "insults." It boils down to a matter of personal opinion, and I do not think that "J.P." has demonstrated anything by raising the matter.


In the rest of his article, "J.P." uses some fine epithets to make his case. They are no substitute for reasoned argument. "J.P.'s" criticism comes to this: Many people he knows disagree with "W.B.'s" evaluation. This is not a reason for describing the standard of criticism in 
Salient as being at "an all-time low." It is only sufficient reason for disagreeing with out critic. If popular opinion is to be the criterion, then heaven preserve us from such things as the Hepworth bronze fiasco.


"J.P." would do well to note that the fine arts staff of 
Salient is almost identical to that of last year, whose work he finds so praiseworthy. It seems unlikely that overnight a whole staff has changed its outlook, so perhaps "J.P." could profitably examine the consistency of his own judgment.


I find "J.P.'s" arguments totally unsubstantiated. If he were to use less polemical window-dressing, and more reason in his arguments, perhaps the cause of good criticism might be served.—D.P.W.
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Prejudice


The black handpiece swings like a Negro hanging there.


Dully I watch it, wonder, blink, and stare.


Yesterday as we talked of colour and of race:


Would she marry Maori blood? Why yes of course,


If her love was strong—with firm-jawed pride.


Our love was strong and so I, testing, lied.


Just now she rang. She said it was all over.


She must have talked it with her mother.


"There's someone else!"


The dead phone hangs like the love we knew,


And I ask "am I 'unbiased' too?"


— 
Ivan Cash
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Salient Staff
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Letters to the Editor ...




Cafe Disgusts Patron



Sir,—I am a part-time student who often has to have meals in the Caf. I wonder if Mr. Levenbach ever eats there. If so, he will be interested in what I am about to say. If not. I would like him one day to partake of a meal like the one I recently tried to eat.


I paid 3/10 for 1 tiny glass of pineapple juice, 2 savoury fish cakes, 2 roast potatoes. 1 spoonful silverbeet (or spinach—not sure which), 1 glass of milk.


The fish calces were soft and mushy and anything but savoury. The potatoes, supposedly crisp, were like lead weights, and the silverbeet (or spinach) soggy and lukewarm. The only really nutritious part of the "meal" was the glass of milk, not made by Mr. Levenbach or his assistants.


Now I should like to ask Mr. Levenbach a few questions.



1. Is it really necessary for the servers to put their hands all over the plates when they pick them up? Could they not leave one little hygienic spot to put our dinner on?



2. Is it necessary for them to pick up such items as pies, savoury cakes, etc, with their fingers? Could not serving tongs be provided for them?



3. Why do the servers always look as though they had been scrubbing the floor in their uniforms? They are grubby and sweat stained and never look white. Also, why do we have to have views of great hairy chest through an undone shirt? I am sure that the Caf would make more profit if its proprietor realised that such sights do not encourage a good appetite.



4. If it is not lawful for an ordinary shop to charge more than fivepence for a pint of milk, why should it be lawful for Mr. Levenbach to charge fourpence for half a pint, or for a glass of milk which is not even that big?


In the past Mr. Levenbach has had some hard words to say about the standard of tidiness and cleanliness of students using the Caf. If he would take a little trouble with his own standards, he might find that his patrons would also take some trouble to be neat and tidy with their meals. I am, etc.,





Isabelle Black








Do Unto Others



Sir,—There is a subtler approach to French nuclear testing in the Pacific than paying a visit to the local French embassy. General de Gaulle is a staunch Roman Catholic and Roman Catholics claim to be Christians. Christians are expected to obey the fundamental edict: "Do unto others as you would have them do unto you." General de Gaulle, in carrying out his nuclear tests in the Pacific, is obviously going against this great Christian law. We know he would be the first to complain if West Germany or Britain decided to explode a nuclear device in his back-yard.



The Church of Rome has shown in the past that it will excommunicate people who disobey fundamental laws. In this particular case the Holy See must act if it accepts the principles of human behaviour laid down by Christ, and if it considers General de Gaulle's proposed action un-Christian.


Naturally, the Church of Rome will steer clear of this question— as long as the matter is kept in the political arena. But there is no law that says it must remain a political question; indeed, here we have a test of faith and power without precedent in the history of the world. I am, etc.,





Bert Loyce








No Perks?



Sir— I would like to enquire why it is considered necessary by Exec. to waste about £150 of Student money in giving free trips to Winter Tournament to a favoured few.


Ten lucky people will be flown to Dunedin at Student expense. This compares with Exec's generosity to competitors at the Tournament. They get one quarter of their second-class train fare from Christchurch to Dunedin subsidised by the Students' Association.


It appears to me that these trips are merely a perk to enable the ten people to have an all-expenses-paid holiday.


Ostensibly four of these ten are delegates to the NZUSA Conference. From a study of 
Salient No. 5 it appears that the only thing that happened at the Summer Conference was that delegates awarded themselves a new tie, the tie presumably being awarded at student expense.


If NZUSA must exist surely all that is necessary is that the presidents of the various students' associations should meet. These presidents should also be prepared to travel to the Tournament in the same way as all competitors.


Two other delegates are supposed to attend meetings of the New Zealand Student Press Council. Although much was made after Easter Tournament of the reform being carried out in this moribund organisation, apparently nothing has been done. It would, therefore, seem that this Press Council has no functions whatsoever and should be abolished completely. If 
Salient is as desperately hard-up as was claimed at the AGM then the money spent on air fares for these delegates would be far better spent on the actual paper—perhaps in printing a proper Election Issue rather than the extremely roughly cyclostyled sheet put out this year under that name? Two other delegates are to the NZU Sports Council. Their travelling to Tournament may be defensible but why they cannot go by boat and train with the competitors completely escapes me.


The last two delegates are to Arts Festival and there may also be some logic in their attendance, but surely the same travelling arrangements could apply to them as to the members of the plays being put on.


Thus it would seem that the delegates to conferences at the Tournament could be cut from 10 to 5 and the cost to students, even if the full fares are paid out from perhaps £150, if they fly to about £35 if they travel by boat and rail.


Is it really too much to expect that the Students' Association Executive will have the courage to cut out these trips and therefore cut out some of the cushy perks, thereby saving students' money.— I am etc.



Ian Harland.


[To suggest that all NZUSA did at Summer Conference was to award themselves a new tie is at best facetious. Ignorance of what NZUSA does leads this correspondent to suggest erroneously that only the presidents of the students' associations need meet.


Although Mr. Harland has given up some time to help with the running of the Students' Association (as Returning Officer) he must realise that those who spend a considerable amount of time over the year to help students' associations deserve more than 25 per cent paid of their fare to Tournaments.


It should also be remembered that a great deal of time is spent by delegates to Tournament in conference—not just for the gratification of their individual egos.


Finally. Mr. Harland should know the facts before he criticises 
Salient's cyclostyled election issue. As Returning Officer he might be interested to know that 
Salient was not consulted to enable the election to fit in with our previously set publication dates and our printer's capacity.


Therefore at the last minute 
Salient staff had to get copy, type out and cyclostyle the election material. This task should not be taken lightly, as Mr. Harland is prone to do. 
(Ed.) ]






Bring Back ....



John Birch



Sir,—Just which side is 
Salient on in the cold war 
[
unclear: anyway] Earlier in the year you treated 
[
unclear: to] a bitter attack on Thailand now in the last issue of your 
[
unclear: ra] we find a collection of half truths, twisted facts and down-right fallacies about the government of South Vietnam. Is it just a coincidence that both states are staunchly anti-communist?


Conceivably life in the happy Peoples' Republics to the 
[
unclear: north] isn't all Mrs. Freda Cook makes it out to be. How 
[
unclear: about] an exposure on North 
[
unclear: Vietnam] just to even things up. Better hurry, if your writer "G.Q's' hopes are fulfilled and Diem 
[
unclear: goes] New Zealand should be enjoying the benefits of the Communist system at first hand in another decade or so.



C. H. Moore.


[Whose side of the cold war are 
Time and the 
New York Times on? Their recent articles on South Vietnam make a number of the same points as 
Salient's correspondent. Mr. Moore, in true John Birch tradition, fails to realise that we have every right to criticize the countries we support. This does not mean we are Communists. 
Salient will be very willing to print an "exposure" of North Vietnam, Perhaps Mr. Moore will write it for us.—
Ed.]






Please Write



Sir,—I have received a request from the following young lady, who is seeking a New Zealand pen-friend and it occurred to us that perhaps one of the students of your college may be interested in writing to her. We should be most grateful if you could print her name, etc., in your magazine.


Details are as follows: Mayumi Yata (Miss) , c/ - Usui Hiroyuki, 3467 Tokiwa-cho. Machida-City, Tokyo, Japan. Age, 19. Hobbies and interests: English literature, cooking, travelling. She would prefer to write to a boy. I am, etc.,



M. Dunnet.


Secretary. Japanese Embassy.
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Sir,—I am a part-time student who often has to have meals in the Caf. I wonder if Mr. Levenbach ever eats there. If so, he will be interested in what I am about to say. If not. I would like him one day to partake of a meal like the one I recently tried to eat.


I paid 3/10 for 1 tiny glass of pineapple juice, 2 savoury fish cakes, 2 roast potatoes. 1 spoonful silverbeet (or spinach—not sure which), 1 glass of milk.


The fish calces were soft and mushy and anything but savoury. The potatoes, supposedly crisp, were like lead weights, and the silverbeet (or spinach) soggy and lukewarm. The only really nutritious part of the "meal" was the glass of milk, not made by Mr. Levenbach or his assistants.


Now I should like to ask Mr. Levenbach a few questions.



1. Is it really necessary for the servers to put their hands all over the plates when they pick them up? Could they not leave one little hygienic spot to put our dinner on?



2. Is it necessary for them to pick up such items as pies, savoury cakes, etc, with their fingers? Could not serving tongs be provided for them?



3. Why do the servers always look as though they had been scrubbing the floor in their uniforms? They are grubby and sweat stained and never look white. Also, why do we have to have views of great hairy chest through an undone shirt? I am sure that the Caf would make more profit if its proprietor realised that such sights do not encourage a good appetite.



4. If it is not lawful for an ordinary shop to charge more than fivepence for a pint of milk, why should it be lawful for Mr. Levenbach to charge fourpence for half a pint, or for a glass of milk which is not even that big?


In the past Mr. Levenbach has had some hard words to say about the standard of tidiness and cleanliness of students using the Caf. If he would take a little trouble with his own standards, he might find that his patrons would also take some trouble to be neat and tidy with their meals. I am, etc.,





Isabelle Black
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Do Unto Others



Sir,—There is a subtler approach to French nuclear testing in the Pacific than paying a visit to the local French embassy. General de Gaulle is a staunch Roman Catholic and Roman Catholics claim to be Christians. Christians are expected to obey the fundamental edict: "Do unto others as you would have them do unto you." General de Gaulle, in carrying out his nuclear tests in the Pacific, is obviously going against this great Christian law. We know he would be the first to complain if West Germany or Britain decided to explode a nuclear device in his back-yard.



The Church of Rome has shown in the past that it will excommunicate people who disobey fundamental laws. In this particular case the Holy See must act if it accepts the principles of human behaviour laid down by Christ, and if it considers General de Gaulle's proposed action un-Christian.


Naturally, the Church of Rome will steer clear of this question— as long as the matter is kept in the political arena. But there is no law that says it must remain a political question; indeed, here we have a test of faith and power without precedent in the history of the world. I am, etc.,





Bert Loyce
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No Perks?



Sir— I would like to enquire why it is considered necessary by Exec. to waste about £150 of Student money in giving free trips to Winter Tournament to a favoured few.


Ten lucky people will be flown to Dunedin at Student expense. This compares with Exec's generosity to competitors at the Tournament. They get one quarter of their second-class train fare from Christchurch to Dunedin subsidised by the Students' Association.


It appears to me that these trips are merely a perk to enable the ten people to have an all-expenses-paid holiday.


Ostensibly four of these ten are delegates to the NZUSA Conference. From a study of 
Salient No. 5 it appears that the only thing that happened at the Summer Conference was that delegates awarded themselves a new tie, the tie presumably being awarded at student expense.


If NZUSA must exist surely all that is necessary is that the presidents of the various students' associations should meet. These presidents should also be prepared to travel to the Tournament in the same way as all competitors.


Two other delegates are supposed to attend meetings of the New Zealand Student Press Council. Although much was made after Easter Tournament of the reform being carried out in this moribund organisation, apparently nothing has been done. It would, therefore, seem that this Press Council has no functions whatsoever and should be abolished completely. If 
Salient is as desperately hard-up as was claimed at the AGM then the money spent on air fares for these delegates would be far better spent on the actual paper—perhaps in printing a proper Election Issue rather than the extremely roughly cyclostyled sheet put out this year under that name? Two other delegates are to the NZU Sports Council. Their travelling to Tournament may be defensible but why they cannot go by boat and train with the competitors completely escapes me.


The last two delegates are to Arts Festival and there may also be some logic in their attendance, but surely the same travelling arrangements could apply to them as to the members of the plays being put on.


Thus it would seem that the delegates to conferences at the Tournament could be cut from 10 to 5 and the cost to students, even if the full fares are paid out from perhaps £150, if they fly to about £35 if they travel by boat and rail.


Is it really too much to expect that the Students' Association Executive will have the courage to cut out these trips and therefore cut out some of the cushy perks, thereby saving students' money.— I am etc.



Ian Harland.


[To suggest that all NZUSA did at Summer Conference was to award themselves a new tie is at best facetious. Ignorance of what NZUSA does leads this correspondent to suggest erroneously that only the presidents of the students' associations need meet.


Although Mr. Harland has given up some time to help with the running of the Students' Association (as Returning Officer) he must realise that those who spend a considerable amount of time over the year to help students' associations deserve more than 25 per cent paid of their fare to Tournaments.


It should also be remembered that a great deal of time is spent by delegates to Tournament in conference—not just for the gratification of their individual egos.


Finally. Mr. Harland should know the facts before he criticises 
Salient's cyclostyled election issue. As Returning Officer he might be interested to know that 
Salient was not consulted to enable the election to fit in with our previously set publication dates and our printer's capacity.


Therefore at the last minute 
Salient staff had to get copy, type out and cyclostyle the election material. This task should not be taken lightly, as Mr. Harland is prone to do. 
(Ed.) ]
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Bring Back ....



John Birch



Sir,—Just which side is 
Salient on in the cold war 
[
unclear: anyway] Earlier in the year you treated 
[
unclear: to] a bitter attack on Thailand now in the last issue of your 
[
unclear: ra] we find a collection of half truths, twisted facts and down-right fallacies about the government of South Vietnam. Is it just a coincidence that both states are staunchly anti-communist?


Conceivably life in the happy Peoples' Republics to the 
[
unclear: north] isn't all Mrs. Freda Cook makes it out to be. How 
[
unclear: about] an exposure on North 
[
unclear: Vietnam] just to even things up. Better hurry, if your writer "G.Q's' hopes are fulfilled and Diem 
[
unclear: goes] New Zealand should be enjoying the benefits of the Communist system at first hand in another decade or so.



C. H. Moore.


[Whose side of the cold war are 
Time and the 
New York Times on? Their recent articles on South Vietnam make a number of the same points as 
Salient's correspondent. Mr. Moore, in true John Birch tradition, fails to realise that we have every right to criticize the countries we support. This does not mean we are Communists. 
Salient will be very willing to print an "exposure" of North Vietnam, Perhaps Mr. Moore will write it for us.—
Ed.]
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Sir,—I have received a request from the following young lady, who is seeking a New Zealand pen-friend and it occurred to us that perhaps one of the students of your college may be interested in writing to her. We should be most grateful if you could print her name, etc., in your magazine.


Details are as follows: Mayumi Yata (Miss) , c/ - Usui Hiroyuki, 3467 Tokiwa-cho. Machida-City, Tokyo, Japan. Age, 19. Hobbies and interests: English literature, cooking, travelling. She would prefer to write to a boy. I am, etc.,



M. Dunnet.


Secretary. Japanese Embassy.
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The Brains Speak


The Brains Trust was asked "How tight is a Duck's Bottom?"



Professor Joad said it would depend upon exactly what the question meant by tight, and also upon the type of duck. There were several interpretations of what could be applied to tightness, and of course there must be some standard against which the degree of tightness could be measured. It seemed a case for Huxley.



Professor Huxley agreed with Joad and was of the opinion that the question should be referred to the questioner for details. It was for example within his (Huxley'si) knowledge that there were 122 different kinds of ducks in Hyde Park and Regent's Park Zoo. Tightness in the context of the question was obviously a relative quantity, and an answer could not be given with any biological certainty without fuller information as to what precisely the questioner would like to know.



Commander Campbell said he agreed with Joad and Huxley, but he felt that the following incident might be of help to the questioner —when he (Campbell) was travelling up the Ping Pine River in 1923, ne had asked the captain of a river boat the same question. "How tight is a Duck's Bottom?" The Captain said he had never given the matter serious thought but it seemed that however tight it might be, it must be water tight otherwise the bloody duck would sink.
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No Job Satisfaction For Gotz: Civil Defence Pamphlet A Dangerous Waste




The Ministry of Civil Defence pamphlet "Householders Handbook for Emergencies" is a trivial affair. It appears to be more a justification for the existence of the Ministry than a serious attempt to provide much needed information.



The main fault of the pamphlet is drastic, possibly dangerous oversimplification.



"
You can't have too much water on hand. It will put out almost any sort of fire." Electrically caused fires are then excluded, but no mention of electrically maintained or chemical or oil fires is made.




The procedure for dealing with electric shock, in particular for removing the victim from electric contact, is apparently taken from a pre-war manual. We are to use "dry clothing, or paper or use a dry stick." Surely, our homes today are full of plastic broom handles, plastic bags, plastic cooking utensils, rubber gloves. Why not use them?



The booklet suffers from more than oversimplification. It is also self-contradictory. Compare "During the first few hours following a disaster, until outside help can come, the rule is self help." with Treatment for poisoning. "Obtain medical aid urgently . . ." And if we can't get it, what do we do? Die?


It might also be said that some of the suggestions are ludicrous. "Use a suitable container with a tight-fitting lid for body wastes, and dispose of the contents in a deep pit . . ." Where, we might ask, do we find these deep pits? Will the Ministry issue us with regulation steam shovels?


In addition, the booklet is misleading. It points out that bombs may be burst above, below or at the surface of the earth or sea. It then describes the effects of a ten megaton bomb, groundburst only.



This is highly unrealistic. If a bomb is groundburst, we get the maximum blast effect it can provide, plus a good deal of local fall-out. If it is airburst, we get a smaller blast and less local fall-out, and maximum fire-ball effect (if it exploded at the optimum height).


The result of this is that as an anti-population weapon, an airburst bomb is more "efficient" than a groundburst bomb. The latter is only "economic" against hardened military targets. Since there are none of these in New Zealand, it is unlikely that any attack would consist of groundburst bombs. The booklet is quite unrealistic in assuming that it would.


The most important information a Civil Defence bulletin could give, information that we cannot get from any other source, is absent.


"Know your local alarm signal." says the booklet, but it does not know itself.



This booklet is a complete waste of public money. If, in addition, it induces a sense of security, then it is worse than useless, it is dangerous. Fire -fighting, first aid, civil defence under nuclear attack, none of these things are as simple as the book makes out.



D. P. W.
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Censorship, What For?




Political discussions in Parliament have recently been dominated by the Indecent Publications Bill, especially by the clause enabling the Censorship Tribunal to ban the publication of its proceedings and decisions. But there has been little discussion of the rest of the Bill.



Censorship itself is repugnant. It can be justified only in the case of "the weaker members of society," and in this context that can include only children. I know of no evidence to suggest that adults are undesirably affected by literature of any sort, and on a priori grounds such an influence would seem unlikely.



Those adults, whose minds are such that they are able to be influenced by erotic or "criminal" literature, are unlikely to read anything apart from material intended for child readers. Censorship of comics and similar literature is tolerable even though it is regret-able but censorship for other than children is intolerable.


But there is the problem of what is meant by the word child. Is an adolescent to be classed as a child? It is possible, though it seems to me unlikely, that an adolescent may be undesirably affected by reading into some literary works meanings not intended by the author. But this problem can be avoided without recourse to censorship by the obvious and simple expedient of putting such works as "Lady Chatterley's Lover" and "Lolita" on sale only by mail order from a central depot. The burden of responsibility is then shifted to the parent.


It may be objected that many parents do not take their duties seriously enough to be entrusted with this. Although some parents are inadequate, their children are unlikely to be interested in such works as those listed above. Their appetites ore more likely to be satisfied by such books as "Peyton Place" that abound in retail bookshops despite censorship. And New Zealand bookshops will be very bare places if the Tribunal bans all such works.



As far as the adult population is concerned, it is entirely unacceptable that its reading should be dictated by any one section of the community. And within that. I include the educated section.


While most of the readers of this article will agree that Shakespeare or John Wain is preferable to Carter Brown, for a variety of reasons, this is no justification for forcing the former on those who prefer the latter. It is desirable that such people be persuaded that Wain has 'literary merit' not shared by Carter Brown. The forcible removal of the latter will not help in this, but would be an unwarranted assertion of sectional tastes.


I have argued that censorship is undesirable except in a special case. One other argument should be mentioned. It is that censorship is administratively impossible.



It is true as Mr. Hanan has asserted, that for a book to be banned will be a stimulant to sales. But his counter to this, not to announce the banning of a book, overlooks the fact that books banned overseas will be reported by overseas newspapers available here, and that these books will often be banned in New Zealand also. Are the English immigrants to be denied their precious 
Daily Mirror because it notes that some book has been banned?


Further, some people must know of the ban if it is to be operative at all. And customs officials have friends and acquaintances, who have further friends and acquaintances ...


One of the interesting sidelights to arrive from the debate on the Indecent Publications Bill is an example of members opposing measures sponsored by their party.


The Labour Party has avoided the situation by allowing members a "free vote" on the issue, but two Government members have announced their opposition to at least one section of the bill.


This situation raises the old question of the relationship between the MP and his Party. New Zealand procedure is based on English custom as far as elections are concerned. The theory is that votes are for the individual, and not for the party, and only names are printed on the ballot paper.


This is increasingly divergent from political realities. Elections, where they are not decided by habit or emotion, are dominated by Party programmes issued through mass communication media. Electors can expect their members to support the programme for which they were elected, the programme announced nationally, and not at a small local party meeting.


On Party measures members must be expected to support the Party proposals. An individual, whose conscience will not permit him to do so, has no option but to decline nomination or to resign, but I would not expect this to happen often.



Since it is the Party that rules, and not a casual majority of members, the Party name should be on the ballot paper.



It is time to be rid of outmoded paraphenalia, and recognise the reality of Party rule.



"
G. R. Hawke."
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Students



The more you support your "Dining Room" the




Better



we can make It.



We Also Cater For: —



	* 
Socials

	* 
Dinner Parties

	* 
Cocktail Parties

	* 
Weddings





This Service Is Available To The Public.


Enquire Student Union Building Dining Room, Victoria University of Wellington.


Phone 70-319 ext. 86







Coffee and Eats


at the



"
Sans 

Souci Cafe"


in



Cable Car Lane



For Your Convenience








Hotel St. George




The "Seven Seas Bar" Best In New Zealand



	* Nearest to the University.

	* Modern comfortable surroundings.

	* Cool, bright, fresh beer on tap always.

	* Food available from our "Food Bar" 11.45 a.m. to 2.30 p.m.




Entrees, cold buffet, vegetables, hot pies, sandwiches and Cona coffee.



Reginald Collins Ltd.



Wholesale wine and spirit people. Vintners to the Students' Association. Carry stocks of all brands of ale, spirits, table wine (from 5/6), sherry in flagons (16/-), or quart bottles. Free delivery. Cellars are located at No. 3 Ballance Street (Customhouse Quay end).








Dinner Suit Hire Service Suit Repair Service.



Jackson's, 25 Panama St., Wellington. Phone 43339.







Shell... or snail ?


If you want a really fast "interested" and personal bookselling service—remember it's





Techbooks For Textbooks


Our big range of stock caters especially for 
Maths & Science Students. But ... we also run Snell-wise. naturally) a rapid order system for any book in print.


Trot along or give us a ring.





Technical Books Ltd.




Ascot House. Hi Ghiunee Street, (Next To New Aei Building)




Phone 51-137
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The "Seven Seas Bar" Best In New Zealand



	* Nearest to the University.

	* Modern comfortable surroundings.

	* Cool, bright, fresh beer on tap always.
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Entrees, cold buffet, vegetables, hot pies, sandwiches and Cona coffee.



Reginald Collins Ltd.



Wholesale wine and spirit people. Vintners to the Students' Association. Carry stocks of all brands of ale, spirits, table wine (from 5/6), sherry in flagons (16/-), or quart bottles. Free delivery. Cellars are located at No. 3 Ballance Street (Customhouse Quay end).
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Anti-Red Americans Pervert Democracy




Leading the field of witch-hunting organisations which use political intimidation as their main weapon is the notorious John Birch Society. (John Birch was a US navy officer who was killed in China when, after the war against Japan, he intervened in the liberation movement of the Chinese people). This organisation is headed by Robert Welch, a 61 year old ex-industrialist of North Carolina who omnipotently runs it as national "fuhrer," basing his strategy on seeing Communists everywhere.



For them everybody is a Communist or a "Comsymp" (Communist sympathiser). Eisenhower, Allen Dulles (former CIA chief, organiser of the invasion against Cuba), and E. Murrow (Head of US Information Services) have been put on its list of dangerous Communists. American journalists consider that this organisation has a secret membership of about 50,000, with branches all over United States territory, having infiltrated many other neo-fascist organisations. One of the methods widely used by them is to start campaigns by telephone accusing certain neighbours of "Communism" and calling for their ostracism.



The "Mein Kampf" of the 
John Birch Society, is a screed called "The Politician." Some of their slogans: "Jesus saves," "Atheism is the opiate of the Marxist," "Let's flatten Fidel." and "The Summit leads to disaster."


Another one of these organisations is the 
Christian Anticommunist Crusade, led by a Dr. Fred Schwarz, author of the master work: "You Can Trust the Communists." Its yearly budget runs to 382,000 dollars. In some cities it has managed to gather 15,000 members.



We, The People! is a body which claims to have members in all the states of the USA. Its president is an evangelist from Tulsa, Billy Hargis, whose publications served last year as the basis for a US airforce handbook attacking the Protestant clergy.



The Conservative Society of America distributes about half a million leaflets a year, claims members in 45 States, is led by Kent Courtney, an ex-pilot of Pan American Airways.



This article is reprinted unaltered from 
World Student News, the International Union of Students (Communist magazine. It claims widespread persecution of Communists, or those who believe that communist have rights in a democracy.


Their case is set out in unusual detail, and 
SALIENT would be interested to hear from anyone who could refute it in whole or in part, in equal detail.



The National Indignation Convention, one of the newest movements, is led by Frank McGhee, a garage owner from Dallas, and has spread fast all over the country.



The All American Society, led by an ex-FBI officer expelled because "he operated the police department like the Gestapo" according lo the Mayor of the city, has as its ideological guide a work called: "The Naked Communist."


In Cleveland, a group of teachers, church leaders and businessmen have organised 
The Cleveland Council for Information on Communism.


In St. Louis, six bishops and various priests have been the first to enrol in the Council of the 
Cardinal Mindszenty Foundation, established already in 1958 as "an anticommunist education and action group." Other bodies are: 
A Group of People Inc., Greater America Inc., American Heritage Foundation.



One of the bodies responsible for this situation is the House Committee on Un-American Activities. Notorious for its witch-hunting campaigns in all states of the USA, it has considered it its duty to carry on its activities even in the US colony of Puerto Rico.


Recently, the main propaganda weapon of this Committee has been the film "Operation Abolition" which attacks the San Francisco students for having dared to protest against the House Committee holding hearings in their city. This film which deliberately falsifies the events at that time, has in many towns been the signal for an outburst of activity by fascist groups.



The facts are that in 1959 the Committee subpoenaed 110 California professors whose names were published in the press and who for this reason were subjected to all kinds of social and economic pressure, without being given a chance to defend themselves.


Later on, in view of violent public criticism, the Committee cancelled its hearings and withdrew from the city. Its activities were trenchantly denounced by such papers as the Chronicle of San Francisco, the San Francisco Call Bulletin, the Los Angeles Mirror News, and such bodies as the Episcopal Diocese of California, the California State Labour Federation AFL-CIO, the Southern California-Arizona Conference of the Methodist Church, and the American Federation of Teachers. "Operation Abolition" however, shows the Communist Party of the USA as the only organisation which opposes HUAC (House Un-American Activities Committee) The hundreds of students who participated in the demonstrations were labelled "Communist dupes" and "toying with treason."


The fact that HUAC directs much of its activity to US students is a pointer to the importance it attaches to spreading fascist ideas through the American universities, The easier to carry out this work on the campuses, the body 
Young Americans for Freedom was set up which is said to have members on 200 campuses.



As an example of how it works, just one case: Thirty professors of the State University in Brockport sent a petition to their Congressman asking for the abolition of the HUAC. Replying "sorry, I can't agree with your views," he immediately sent the petition to the district commander of the American Legion in the nearby city of Rochester. The Legion printed copies of the signatures and circulated them amongst the legionnaires in the district. The University's president received a barrage of phone calls from Washington, New York City and Indianopolis, asking him "what are you doing about the reds on campus?"


During the vacation the office was incessantly bombarded by calls from indignant legionnaires. The president later informed the professors that he could not afford to antagonise the Legion, as he feared he might face a campaign against the next emission of education bonds, "Explanatory" letters had to be sent to the Congressman and to the regional office of the Legion.



Three days later two agents of the New York State Bureau of Criminal Intelligence came to the University and interrogated the president for two hours, as well as the students. They then asked for the records of the 30 signatories. Later a meeting of the Legion was held under the protection of state troopers, in case of any possible student demonstration.
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[image: Recently Indonesian students at Victoria celebrated the 18th anniversary of their independence. Here Miss Wahjoeni, a teacher studying at the English Language Institute, performs a traditional Javanese dance. Originally these traditional dances were seen only at the homes of Indonesian noblemen. Today very few of the young people know this dance, as most of them seem more proficient at such Western dances as the twist.]


Recently Indonesian students at Victoria celebrated the 18th anniversary of their independence. Here Miss Wahjoeni, a teacher studying at the English Language Institute, performs a traditional Javanese dance. Originally these traditional dances were seen only at the homes of Indonesian noblemen. Today very few of the young people know this dance, as most of them seem more proficient at such Western dances as the twist.
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How Foreign News Reaches Salient




From Time To Time Salient prints material received from various press agencies which service this paper.



NZSPA (New Zealand Student Press Association) is the national association of student newspapers. It has its headquarters in Wellington, and its president is Rob Laking, former 
Salient staffer.


IIYA (Institute for International Youth Affairs) is an American foundation, publishes a monthly bulletin called 
News Features, which 
Salient has used frequently, and a magazine called 
Youth And Freedom.



Student Mirror is an independent news service based in Berlin, and run in co-operation with the International Student Conference. Publishes a fortnightly digest of newspaper (student or otherwise) articles. 
Salient has occasionally been the source for these.



The Student is an International Student Magazine published by the Co-ordinating Secretariat of the ISC, to which NZUSA is affiliated.




World Student News is an International Student Magazine published by the International Union of Students. The IUS is based in Prague, and was once the only International student body. The pro-Western unions broke away in the late forties to found the ISC. The IUS is pro-Soviet, anti-Chinese, and their bulletins reflect this bias.


In addition there are a number of government agencies which release material to Salient. The main ones are:


USIA (United States Information Agency), directed by well-known broadcaster Edward R. Murrow. This is one of the more useful government agencies, as its bulletins are usually fairly factual and comprehensive.


British Information Services: Publishes a regular bulletin called "Background to the News."


Soviet Information Bureau: Distributes Moscow News Letter, and other publications with all the latest in the Sino-Soviet dispute.


There are also news bulletins from Rumania and Bulgaria.
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Varsity Walled - up In Disgust

 (
Foreign News)






With hammer and trowel the students at the Engineering Colleges in Oldenburg and Buxtehude gave vent to their dissatisfaction with the bad conditions of their Institute Buildings. During the night of July 17 the Oldenburg students walled up the main entrance to the State Engineering College for Building and Surveying and fixed a notice to it: "Closed because of danger of collapse.". In Buxtehude the students of the Engineering College had already boarded and nailed up the entrance to their 90-year-old instituion the night before.



For the first time in its 356 years of existence, the Justus Liebig University in Giessen has begun publishing its own magazine for the present 4200 students there (1958: 1000). It bears the title of "Pendel" and is published by a student editorial team commissioned by the student representative council (AStA); it is supported by AstA contributions—which were increased for this purpose.







Paraguay



The President of the National Union of Paraguayan students (FUP), Osvaldo Rosa, has been in the Argentinian embassy, where lie has been granted asylum, since June 29. Rosa, who has been constantly persecuted by the police of the Stroessner regime, has been accused in an official communique of sub-versive acts of terror. It is presumed that the regime took this measure in view of the danger which might possibly be evoked by the re-election of the student leader at the next FUP assembly. A liberal club in Paraguay is calling on the students to give declarations of solidarity for Osvaldo Rosa. Apart from Rosa, numerous other students, also accused of terror acts, are at present sheltering in the Argentinian and Uruguayan embassies and in other diplomatic agencies. Various other student leaders are exposed to torture in the prisons of the Stroessner regime.






USA



More than 100 college and university students from all over the South attended the first all-South Youth Conference on Human Relations held at North Carolina University from May 2 to 5.


The conference took no positions on the crucial problems of the South. It sought rather to attempt to define some of the problems confronting Southern youth and to discuss solutions and approaches to these issues. Racial segregation was the most widely discussed topic at the meeting, as thousands of young people and students were being jailed in Alabama even while the conference delegates talked. YAC made a determined attempt to get participation in the conference from the "Deep South" white universities in order to encourage an open discussion of conflicting opinions. Very few students of segregationist persuasion, however, responded to invitations to the conference.







Japan




Eighteen students and 15 policemen were injured on June 15 when police tried to disperse about 1500 demonstrating students. The demonstrations were being held by students belonging to the Japan Marxist Student League, the Japan Socialist Student League, the Japan Socialist Youth Lcagne and the Structural Reform Faction. At the rally, the student demonstrators prayed for Michiko Kamba, who was killed on the same day three years ago during a massive demonstration against the Japan —USA Security Treaty. They adopted a resolution protesting the call of USA nuclear powered submarines to Japanese ports and the Japan-South Korea normalisation talks.
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The President of the National Union of Paraguayan students (FUP), Osvaldo Rosa, has been in the Argentinian embassy, where lie has been granted asylum, since June 29. Rosa, who has been constantly persecuted by the police of the Stroessner regime, has been accused in an official communique of sub-versive acts of terror. It is presumed that the regime took this measure in view of the danger which might possibly be evoked by the re-election of the student leader at the next FUP assembly. A liberal club in Paraguay is calling on the students to give declarations of solidarity for Osvaldo Rosa. Apart from Rosa, numerous other students, also accused of terror acts, are at present sheltering in the Argentinian and Uruguayan embassies and in other diplomatic agencies. Various other student leaders are exposed to torture in the prisons of the Stroessner regime.
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More than 100 college and university students from all over the South attended the first all-South Youth Conference on Human Relations held at North Carolina University from May 2 to 5.


The conference took no positions on the crucial problems of the South. It sought rather to attempt to define some of the problems confronting Southern youth and to discuss solutions and approaches to these issues. Racial segregation was the most widely discussed topic at the meeting, as thousands of young people and students were being jailed in Alabama even while the conference delegates talked. YAC made a determined attempt to get participation in the conference from the "Deep South" white universities in order to encourage an open discussion of conflicting opinions. Very few students of segregationist persuasion, however, responded to invitations to the conference.
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Kiwi Teaches English In Peking


by Ruth Lake ...




The Peking Institute of Foreign Languages is just one of the many higher educational institutions that teach foreign languages in Peking, and the other great cities of China. Like others it engages in research as well as teaching and prints its own textbooks. All the students and most of the teachers live in, so the Institute is quite a large self-contained community set among the tree-lined commune fields and roads of a Peking suburb.


IT has its own orchards, and piggeries, its fields of wheat and vegetables surrounding the playing-fields, and the three-or four-storeyed blocks of classrooms, and residential buildings, library, dining rooms, clinic, barber's shop, baths, boiler rooms, and repair shops. On the road that runs between the East and West Compounds is the co-operative store that serves the rest of the local community as well as the Institute, and the centre of Peking is only threequarters of an hour away by bus—less by car.


The Institute is only as old as new China. Its library of half a million books looked impressive to me, but cannot compare, as one of he students put it, with the big library of old old-established Peking University. Nevertheless, in fourteen years, the Institute has grown till it now takes several thousand students studying a score of different languages. The English Department is the biggest, with more than a quarter of the total students and a teaching staff to match—one teacher to every ten students. The teachers include Chinese graduates and postgraduate scholars from Peking and Tsing Hua as well as many famous overseas universities (Oxford, London, Columbia, Berkeley, Chicago . . .): half a dozen English-speaking foreigners; and already many young graduates of the Institute itself.


The students at the Institute have all finished "middle" or secondary school and so, since primary schooling starts at 7, those whom I teach in their fourth year are in their early twenties. But most of them have not studied English before coming to the Institute, for China's network of secondary schools is still very new, and foreign languages are only beginning to be widely taught.


While the Chinese students concentrate mainly on their chosen language, they also study three or four other subjects; modern history, theory of language. Chinese and English literature, and from the fourth year (in most cases), a second foreign language. So on some days, like our pupils, they have only one English class. But they do a great deal of independent study, and reading like University students. Their reading covers 20th century authors particularly, but their literature courses include lectures in English by a Chinese Oxford scholar, the Dean of the Department, on earlier writers, such as Bacon, Shakespeare. Milton, Johnson, Swift, Pope, Addison, Sheridan, Keats, Shelley, Byron, Blake, Burns, Jane Austen, and Oscar Wilde. Simplified texts of great 19th century novelists are read in the earlier grades. The senior grades have background lectures in English on aspects of American and British history, and are beginning to have lectures also on great European writers, especially those who influenced, or were influenced by English literature.





Ruth Lake is a graduate (in Modern Languages of Auckland University. She has had a career in the External Affairs Department, including posts in Europe and the Soviet Union. She had also been a teacher of languages in Wellington, and at present teaches English at Peking Foreign Languages Institute.


Her brother-in-law is the Minister of Finance.





To teach foreign languages. China must first train teachers! And that requires time, for before 1949, (the year of "the liberation." as they call it here) more than 90% of the population had never been to school; less than 5% had secondary or University education. General elementary schooling was introduced in 1953, and by 1958 90% of the children were at primary schools; now the secondary school network is growing rapidly, and expanding its teaching of foreign languages, so that in a few years the Institute expects to be enrolling students who have already had five or six years' grounding in English. But at present, although the Institute is of University standard, the students' experience of English may compare in some ways with our secondary school students.


The English course covers five years of study. Classes are held six days a week, and the school year has two terms only—from September to mid-January, and from February to mid-July, with half-term tests and end-of-term examinations. I find it interesting to compare their examinations with ours, and with our French orals. For at the Institute emphasis is placed on the living, spoken language and students are encouraged, from the very beginning, to practise reading, and reciting aloud, and talking English to each other. They use tape-recorders widely, to improve pronunciation in the early grades and listening comprehension in the later grades; the tape-recorder section has scores of machines (with a permanent staff of technicians to keep them in constant use!) and the students can have them issued with tapes like library books.


To a New Zealander, it is surprising to hear so much standard English in what we think of as rather BBC or Oxford accents— and to hear it in the most unexpected places! In the corridors and on the stairways trousered Chinese girls and boys turn their faces to the wall, and declaim, with deep concentration, and no self-consciousness at all, the texts they will study in their next classes.



It is no wonder, then, that at the end of their fourth year they take quite a stiff oral examination conducted entirely in English. First they have half an hour to study a couple of pages (say, 1000 words) of unseen text on which they must then, without further reference to it, answer half a dozen searching comprehension questions. Next they answer approximately the same number of questions on material they have studied in their oral course. Then they are presented with a "situation" in which they must carry on a conversation with the examiner: perhaps he is sick, and they must persuade him to see a doctor, perhaps he wishes to have some aspect of Chinese life or history explained to him, perhaps he wishes to visit one of the famous old markets or a commune.
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A Winter's Day near the Ming tombs. Ruth Lake enjoys the sun but feels the cold.




Finally, they must discuss with him their own views and opinions on books they have read or subjects they nave studied; this section is designed to give them plenty of scope for free expression. Only in the junior grades do they read a passage aloud, as in our French orals, and they do not have dictation.



About once a week throughout the term the students have a film or talk in English, and they also put on their own plays, and English Evenings towards the end of term. The Fifth Grade students produced The Importance of Being Earnest, last term, and School for Scandal this term; and these were followed by a full-scale performance of Othello by the young teaching staff, which will be repeated at the Shakespeare Festival next April (when other institutes will also put on their productions to commemorate the 400th Anniversary of his birth).


The English Evenings presented by each grade included all kinds of items, from Heartbreak House scenes and dramatized passages from Jane Eyre to one-act plays such as The Price of Coal (familiar to our Third Forms), and Tell it not in Gath, students' original English dramatisations of Chinese themes and English versions of Chekhov and Moliere. (The French Department's final Evening, by the way, also included scenes from L'Avare and Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme, as well as a whole Berthold Brecht play: L'Exception et La Regle).



So, all in all, the familiar far outweighs the strange in the teaching of English at a Chinese Institute. In fact it is the really familiar, rather than the strange, which makes me pinch myself sometimes. Even among all the other well-known songs, I little expected to hear Chinese boys and girls singing that old favourite from our end of the world, Click Go The Shears!
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Around The Campus


By El Crud




The third term has come again, with its threat of finals, of coffee and cigarette filled nights, the sorting out of notes, the poring over old papers, those dreaded dull looks on the faces of the candidates; the nervous searching for your name in the 
Dominion, the excuses, the rationalisations of disappointments.



Examinations are grim affairs, a contest between you and a magical percentage. Who would have thought they would ask about the Michelson interferometer? Yet there it is, glaring off the paper, malignantly. You look around. The joker next to you is scribbling furiously; he has already asked for more paper; your eyes meet for an instant. He understands.



The end of the second term was rather hectic. After the exams I roared off to a couple of parties. At one I witnessed a delightful fight, although I'm not quite sure what it was all about, but anyway they proved their point. The Weir ball was a great success even though the men in blue turned up and threw everyone out. I failed once again to get my photo in the 
Sports Post.



I saw the game between the "University All Stars" and a Dannevirke XV, which Dvke won 33-14, the local paper saying it was very even and all in all a fine game of rugby. The boys were obviously surprised at the ease with which grog was acquired on a Sunday, and put on one of the shabbiest parties ever seen in that part of the country. The poor joker who was host had to get the commercial cleaners in the next day. There was, however, an astonishing lack of females there. Even Tony Timms missed out sadly, which gives you some idea.


After the Easter tournament I made mention of a Canterbury chap with a wonderful repertoire of party songs. I have since made the acquaintance of a bespectacled and innocent-looking gentleman who surpasses that man from Canterbury. To look at him, you wouldn't think that Derek Milne would ever have heard of Mexican Pete, but, let the party get going and he is away, a malicious gleam in his eye, a guttural harshness in his voice as those frightful phrases are grated out, and a beguiling innocence as he flits past the double entendres.


Max Bullock has threatened me with all sorts of dire calamities if I mention him, so I won't.
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Censorship Bill Aids Secrecy




The new Indecent Publications Bill introduced in Parliament by Mr. Hanan several weeks ago is substantially the same as the one that lapsed last year. This bill was reported in detail in 
Salient 6.



Nevertheless, there is at least one provision in this year's version, the whole concept of censorship apart, which should give cause for alarm.




In the previous version, the Court or Tribunal before which a matter was being argued would have been able to restrict publication of the proceedings to the official Gazette. It could not, however, exclude the public from its hearings. There was, therefore, a slight concession to the idea of justice being seen done.



That concession has now been removed. Under certain circumstances, which are left to it to decide, the Court or Tribunal will be able to exclude the public if it believes that this would be "in the interests of public morality."


It is quite easy to visualise a tribunal, equipped with these powers of secret censorship, holding proceedings in camera at the slightest opportunity, especially as the evidence introduced is likely to be embarrassing for some. Public bodies in New Zealand are too prone to hold proceedings in secret, and in view of the present Government's recent legislation on the meetings of public bodies, the proprising.



Most of the discussion in the House assumed that members wanted to ban "the trash" that is generally available now. This view was not seriously challenged.


The secrecy provision, however, was challenged by Mr. Shand. Minister of Labour, who was concerned about the principle of a free press. Unfortunately, his views were not shared by a majority of members.


These provisions apart, the Bill is probably the most enlightened we will get for a long time, though it is not adequate. But it is interesting to reflect that since there has not been a major indecent Publications Act for 50 years, at the present rate of change, it is unlikely that a Labour Government will alter things in the near future.



When we consider Mr. Nash's desire to ban shooting on TV, and Mr. Mason's wish to ban ungrammatical books, we can see that we should be thankful that they are not likely to get the chance.




D.P.W
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Me And My Big Mouth




The study of blotters (blotterology) can sometimes yield surprising results. We print below the discourse gleaned from a blotter recently found in a lecture room. Male readers please note the feminine tactics being used to trap the victim referred to.



Am going to get next train this pm, hoping to avoid E.


Am going to Pines (prob. or Zodiac . . .) in a fortnight with G.



(Different writer): Super. Plug for Pines much more exciting than Zodiac, I think.


I could wear my ball frock (brocade) or else pink crystal satin but v. plain—V. neck and pleated. If I got a pink rose made of same material where could I put it them can't really be caught up because stiffened with vylene. However, with G. I mustn't be too well covered up.
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Writing And Reading NZ Literary Scene




Apart from text books, lecture notes, 
Salient and an exorbitant amount of novels, what does a Victoria University student read?



The last two months of this year brought the publication of most university literary magazines, including our own Experiment. The latest Argot is a remarkably well produced effort, in offset type and with a hard cover. Argot is produced by a group of ex-students and writers, and unfortunately, the profit from sales comes to less than the cost of the rather expensive production. It will be a pity if Argot should ever become defunct, as have so many New Zealand literary magazines. After all, it provides an excellent outlet for creative writing.




Amongst non-university publications, the dailies are probably most widely read by students. But New Zealand magazines and newspapers are still way behind their overseas equivalents in popularity. It has become rather the "thing" to read the New Statesman—but it still stands as a worthwhile and outstanding overseas publication.



The New Statesman has been published for 50 years. Recently Longmans published two commemorative volumes: The New Statesman, the History of the First Fifty Years 1913-1963 by Edward Hyams, priced 35/-, and New Statesmanship, an Anthology, selected by Edward Hyams and priced 25/-.



Of the two books, the anthology is the more interesting, even to one who has never even glanced at the New Statesman itself. It includes articles, stories, poetry and cartoons by almost every notable English and many foreign writers of the period. D. H. Lawrence writes from the centre of his world of "mean streets." "the sky flushed dark blue," and a youth with a "narrow, sleering look."



The breast of an H. E. Bates woman is "tremulously warm, began to rise and fall as her excitement increased." Bertrand Russell sends an open letter to Eisenhower and Khrushchev; Winston Churchill is interviewed by Kingsley Martin. Brendan Behan contributes an irreverent article and James Joyce writes "From a Banned Writer to a Banned Singer."


Every contributor to the anthology is well known, and each has an immediately recognised style. But running through each article or story is what Edward Hyams calls "a certain state of mind"—new statesmanship. This is "hard-minded and soft-hearted. With sympathy, it seeks to improve the general lot; but it seeks to do so intelligently."


So much for the New Statesman—and it actually deserves more. But what else do students read? Time circulation probably went up during the Keeler crisis. Apart from reviews, it holds little interest for the literary-minded. The Spectator is not an unusual sight in the Common Room and a small group of intellectuals can tell you what happened in the latest London Times, Manchester Guardian or The Observer.



Getting back to New Zealand journals, the most widely read non-newspaper publication is the New Zealand Listener. Under the editorship of M. H. Holcroft, the Listener appeals to intelligent readers but, at the same time, avoids an overintellectual approach. The Listener pays the best prices for contributions of any journal in New Zealand. Amongst its regular contributors are James K. Baxter, Peter Bland, Louis Johnson and Alastair Campbell.


The Letters page of the Listener has always been an active one, and the editorials of M. H. Holcroft are frequently recommended in schools as examples of good writing. Many of the "angrier" writers in Wellington University circles have described the Listener as "quaint": it still remains the mostly widely-read local publication at Victoria. New Zealand Poetry Yearbook Vol. 8 acknowledges 25 poems from nine periodicals. Ten are from the Listener.


Landfall is a literary periodical started in 1947 by its present editor, Charles Brasch. It is recognised as the best, and the longest-lived periodical that has been produced in this country. During its 16 years of existence Landfall has published a large proportion of the best stories and poetry which have appeared in this country, as well as notable essays and reviews. Being the only quarterly with plenty of space, it is perhaps the best outlet for the New Zealand writer.



Student writers are encouraged by the editor, and a yearly competition for poetry and prose (by writers under a certain age) offers substantial prizes. Landfall receives an annual grant from the New Zealand Literary Fund towards the cost of publication and payment to contributors.


A collection of the year's poetry appears annually under the title of the New Zealand Poetry Yearbook. Some four or five poets are chosen each year and their work is shown in greater detail.


Mate is published in Auckland with assistance from the Literary Fund. It prints poems, short stories and reviews by contemporary New Zealand writers, and contributors are paid.


The question of payment for contributions to literary magazines is a frequently disputed one. Established writers often advise young writers never to write anything and have it published if you receive no payment. They argue that if you are paid for your work then you know how much it is worth. On the other hand, there's nothing quite like seeing your name in print. And there's quite a bit of prestige value involved in a publication acceptance in even Argot or Experiment. Of course, Experiment also offers a prize for the best poetry and prose contributions.


The choice is up to the writer himself. He can write for money, which is always preferable, but with less chance of acceptance. Or contribute to our own literary magazines. He can also try both.



Finally, the New Zealand Broadcasting Corporation welcomes the offer of plays by New Zealand writers and pays enhanced fees for those accepted. Every play submitted is examined by a board of script readers. They may recommend that the play be accepted, or declined, or that the author be called for discussion. The third course is taken when a play is not acceptable but contains promise of being made acceptable.



John Parkyn, editor of Argot, recently had a play accepted by Broadcasting. Fees vary according to nature and length but a first play, lasting 40 minutes, may earn the author in the vicinity of £60.


Broadcasting is also a market for short stories. A New Zealander's story commands a minimum fee of £10/10/- for full New Zealand broadcasting rights.


The openings for writers in New Zealand compare more than favourably with those in other countries. Creative writing is encouraged on all sides by its very scarcity. Overseas publications are interested in New Zealand books and contributions. But much of the better creative writing is being produced in the universities, apart from the work of well-established writers. There's really no excuse for the conversation one frequently overhears at parties: "Who's he?"


"A writer"


"Yes, but a published writer?"


"No, just a writer."




—D.F.
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Humorous Novel About Student



As Soft A Spring, by R. Casey (Paul's Book Arcade 18/-).




R. Casey, about whom both dust-jacket and publisher's handout are uninformative, has produced a strangely moving first novel. The plot appears slightly contrived, some of the characters are loosely sketched, and the dialogue verges on melodrama at times, but the author's rather dark sense of humour retrieves this book.



Some of the sequences are very funny indeed. The hero, a sort of cross between Lucky Jim and Billy Liar, is a bumbling young New Zealand university student who compensates for his inadequacies by building fantasies about himself for other people.



Casey's descriptions of his hero's relations with other people, particularly the shy young nurse with whom he is in love, are not always as convincing, but the problems he faces are ones which a lot of students will be able to identify. He manages to combine high comedy and tragedy with some notable success.


The New Zealand setting rings true. Here's hoping Mr. Casey plans to break out of his anonymity soon with another novel. — R.G.L.
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VUW Music Men Show Maturity



I 
Was in for a few surprises when I attended the Music Society's concert in Saint Peter's Church.




The choir was singing Britten's "Rejoice in the Lamb" and was singing it unexpectedly well. Particularly pleasant were the women's voices—their tone was pure and rich, their singing expressive. David Childs' accompaniment on the organ was sensitive and well executed. The ethereal nature of the work suited the wide open spaces of the church.


Handel's Organ Concerto Op. 4 No. 2 followed. It was given a spirited performance. Soloist David Childs and the orchestra under Robert Oliver combined well and dashed through the work in most enjoyable style, Unfortunately, balance between the organ and orchestra was not the best. In places the organ was drowned.


Whatever technical deficiencies there were in the performance of Bach's—"Magnificat" in D, (and there were plenty), were cancelled by the enthusiastic and sincere spirit.


Of the soloists, bass Nelson Wattle stood out. His voice was rich and powerful, he sang his solos intelligently. Soprano Malieta Roberts demonstrated a particularly beautiful voice, but her carrying power was not nearly strong enough. The other soloists all sang well and when required, combined effectively.



The choir again sang well. Its greatest handicap was that it was not big enough. At times it battled unsuccessfully with the orchestra to make itself heard. Again the women's voices were pleasing—the men's voices were inclined to be a little hard. On the whole, the choir did an effective job and produce passages of real power am beauty.


The orchestra played, where necessary, with real Bach-like fire.



It was by no means a perfect performance but a thoroughly enjoyable one which showed surprising maturity. I do not think God would have frowned on the irreverent temerity of those who dared show then enthusiasm, at the conclusion of the work, in an appreciative burst of applause.—G.Q.
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You And NZ Need Savings



MR. 
C. A. Mcfarlane, chairman of the New Zealand Savings Committee, recently said that the need for savings is two-fold. The national economy must be strengthened by increased investment, and investment comes from savings, The individual New Zealander needs to save to improve his standard of living, perhaps even to make his present standard secure.


"IT may well be asked," said Mr. McFarlane, "why this is so when all around we see evidence of national and individual prosperity. There are two reasons why that evidence can be misleading. One is that we are at present living on past savings and they are melting away. The other is that with our rapidly growing population we must expand the activities of private enterprise to provide more jobs and the services of Government to meet the requirements of the greater population.


"
Since 1956 there have been ups and downs in the rate of saving, but the tendency has been slightly downward, whereas it should be upward as our national income increases and our standard of living rises.


"A free society depends on voluntary savings to provide the capital for economic expansion. If private enterprise cannot find capital in New Zealand it must bring in from overseas and as a consequence send profits overseas. If Government cannot call upon savings the inevitable answer must be higher taxation, which reduces the people's disposable income.



"Those who say of the need for more schools and other public amenities: 'Let the Government do it,' forget that the Government cannot pay out one penny more than it receives from people in one way or another."


Saving does not cancel purchasing power. People save now to spend later. The money they save goes immediately into investment for capital purposes and thus its purchasing power is maintained. From the money thus invested comes an increased flow of goods and services.


Mr. McFarlane said that the danger today was that we were relying too much on past savings and not providing sufficiently for the future. "Past savings are valuable for ironing out the ups and downs in the volume of earnings but neither the individual nor the nation can 'live on the hump' indefinitely.


"The savings committee suggests that if people save regularly and stimulate investment and then spend their incomes and savings wisely the regularity in both saving and spending would give more stability to the economy and sounder growth to business.



"In the final analysis the most important question is that of the benefit of saving to the individual. After all, in a free society, why should a person save unless he is going to benefit?


"The answer is that he is going to benefit directly because when he has accumulated even a small balance of savings he is in a better position all round to spend for necessities or pleasure, and to ensure having a reasonable standard of comfort throughout his life and he is going to benefit indirectly because not only is saving one of the most effective ways of keeping inflation in check, but the sum total of all small savings is a very great sum of money which will be used to improve his standard of living through creating more jobs, greater production and improved services."
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Tourney Sports To Otago VUW Fought Back




From the second day of Tournament Otago looked likely to repeat last year's success. As tourney results continued to come in the dailies were looking for varients of the basic "Otago winning" headline formula. Although Otago finished with a clear lead, Victoria, Auckland and Canterbury never let the local teams get complete control.




Taking first place in the Men's Foil and the Men's Epee, and second in the Men's Sabre and Women's Foil, Victoria, last year's winner, went on to a convincing win in the Fencing. Canterbury was second and Otago third. Victoria had three straight wins in the Men's Foil and won this section of the competition. Canterbury, with two wins, was second and Otago, one win, was third.



In the Women's Foil, Canterbury, three wins, took first place. Victoria, one loss, was second, and Otago, two losses, was third. Victoria won all three of its matches in the Men's Epee to gain first place over Otago and Canterbury. Auckland was fourth.



Canterbury's three wins in the Men's Sabre gave it winning points in this section. Victoria, two wins and one loss, was second, and Otago, one win and two losses, was third. Victoria fencers Tony Black, David Hurley, David Lind-Mitchell, Julia Einhorn and Lorna McKenzie, gained places in the NZU team.



Although Victoria was beaten into fourth place in the Judo, this is not a true reflection of the team's performance. Only three points separated Auckland and Victoria. Had Victoria won one more bout they would have tied with Auckland for second place.


In the restricted teams event, Victoria improved greatly and gained in confidence. John Morton in particular improved rapidly.



Although the standard of play in Table Tennis this year was not very high, there were some very close games. In the teams matches Victoria went through the five rounds unbeaten, although they had close calls against both Otaeo and Canterbury, winning 11-10 in both matches.



In the individual matches, unseeded B. Neale (Vic.) caused an unset when he beat seed R. Armstrong and M. Coppen to reach the final. B. Prendergast (Vic.) coasted his way through the preliminary rounds, reaching the final without losing a game. He proved too strong for Neale, winning over four sets.


For the second successive year Victoria won the Men's Indoor Basketball. VUW were drawn to play AU in the lost Tournament game: the lead changed time and again in an exciting fast match of marvellous shooting—at half time AU led 31-28 and it was only in the last quarter that VUW, with its superior shooting, drew away to win 59-53.



The VUVV-OU game resulted in a 42-41 win to VUW. Their win occurred when H. Mainwaring casually netted two foul shots at full time when the score was 41-40 to OU.


Massey, the dark horse team of the competition, bustled its way to a win over Victoria, gaining second equal place in the tournament with Auckland. Both teams collected three tournament points each.


Women's hockey was hampered by rain, mud and rough grounds. Victoria, although losing to Otago 4-0, was the only team to hold the winners, Auckland. Wins against Massey and Canterbury gained the team second place.



Victoria's effort in the Badminton eave it a win over Canterbury 12-4 and Auckland 10-6. Victoria gained second place after a defeat 10-6 by Otago. E. C. Lim and J. Mowat found places in the NZU Team, which was beaten by Otago Rep. team 12-4.


Last year's squash rackets winners, Canterbury, again won this event. Victoria and Otago were placed second and third, respectively. Hawkes (Victoria) was very fit and displayed some remarkable returning. With more experience in squash he should be outstanding. Victoria's Christie also showed promising natural ability.


Victoria gained third place in the Soccer. Victoria players G. Wall, R. Sharman and T. Hayward were selected for the NZU team. In a closely-fought match this team was beaten by the Otago under-20 team, 4-3.
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Truth About Tournament


Tournament results at a glance:






	

	V.U.

	A.U.

	C.U.

	M.U.C.

	C.A.C.

	O.U.





	Association Football

	3

	1*

	4*

	4*

	4*

	1*





	Badminton

	2

	3

	4

	

	

	1





	Men's Basketball

	1

	3

	

	

	

	2





	Women's Basketball

	2

	3

	

	

	

	1




	Billiards

	3

	4

	2

	

	

	1





	Snooker

	

	

	

	

	

	1





	Cross Country

	

	

	

	

	

	1





	Fencing

	1

	4

	2

	

	

	3





	Men's Hockey

	5*

	2*

	4

	2*

	5*

	1





	Women's Hockey

	2

	1

	3*

	5

	

	3*





	Golf

	3

	

	2

	

	1

	3





	Judo

	4

	2

	

	

	

	1





	Smallbore Shooting

	

	

	1

	2

	

	3





	Skiing

	2

	

	1

	

	

	





	Table Tennis

	1

	

	3

	

	

	2





	Squash

	2

	

	1

	

	

	3





Where results are not given, teams either were not placed or did not enter.


* Represents equal placing.


For Arts Festival see individual reports.
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Tul Hamid, A Victoria Badminton Representative To Tournament (Block From Evening Star, Dunedin).
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Jazz And Dancing In Mixed Concert




The Tournament jazz concert provided a miscellany of the creative streak running through New Zealand Universities. It proved to be a combination of good and bad jazz, good and bad modern dancing, but all of it with an underlying sense of enthusiasm that could not be denied, not even by the uncertainty of the programme or the state of near chaos backstage that must have made organiser Don Palmer wonder why he ever took the job on in the first place.


Honours in the dancing went to the Canterbury University Dance Group with two outstanding presentations—Moods for Two and Free Flight in 4/4.



John Casserley anil Marie Polsen did Moods, a fiercely expressive duet against the background of Ahmad Jamal's composition Ahmad's Blues.


It was inevitable, I suppose, that after watching Moods and Free Flight one should find the rest of the dancing something of a let down, for it suffered by com pavison.


Choreosonics by the Victoria Contemporary Arts Group deserved a prize for originality.



An interesting—and humorous—interlude was provided by an attempt at poetry readings with jazz
. This is something in the nature of a permanent experiment because many attempts at successfully integrating poetry and jazz have been made over the years and only on relatively few occasions have I ever seen it approach anything near success.


This was one experiment that never looked like succeeding though not for want of trying by Nigel Roberts from Victoria, who in rare moments read well, and flautist Joe Evans who. I thought, blended well.


Later came the Victoria Jazz Group with Craig Mcleod (trumpet) Neville Porteous (plano) Rob Clark (bass) and Johnney Hasset (drums). Despite good support from bass and drums. Porteous seemed a colourless pianist, sadly lacking in ideas. After a couple of numbers they were joined by trombone, French horn and sax for "Blues by Five". This looked promising but stilted solos made it a disappointment.





G. P. Vine.
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Variety Predominated over finesse in the drama section of the Arts Festival at Dunedin. The worst item was the first on the Monday night. Canterbury's performance of "The Respectable Prostitute" (Sartre) made a farce of a play which is already fairly melodramatic. There was no characterisation other than the stereotypes seen in American films; the senator father image, the tough cop, and the dissolute younger son. Tom Finlayson's "method" performance as the Negro made it appear as though someone from another play had got on the stage.



When Patrick Carey (the adjudicator) said his little piece at the end of the play, the murmur from imbibers of culture from brown bottles, which had risen from time to time during the preceding play, reached a roar. Carey, with his beard of fine proportions, and his sincere manner of discussing the theatre, was none too popular for some of his judgments, especially with the Auckland contingent, when he analysed their play, which was performed second.


Carey rightfully pointed out the connection between the tradition of the wordy, static English theatre and Shaffer's play. "The Public Eye." He found fault with the movement of some of the characters. However, he was a little unfair in neglecting to mention Graeme Whimp, who played the part of the public eye. As a type of non-conformist conscience to the other characters (a businessman and his young wife) he was thoroughly convincing, whereas the other characters were just adequate.


Massey College's "Electra" was featured by some very good acting and some very bad. The relatively plain set stipulated by Drama Festival rules is well suited to Greek Drama. It is not possible for an amateur actor io over-act and any temptation Jeune Prichard may have had to underplay her part in the noisy, unresponsive hall was fortunately neglected. Her acting was well matched by that of Dorothy Cooper, as Clytaeminestra. But the acting of the male characters was so bad that the general good impression made by the women's performances was destroyed.



We were then privileged lo see a late, late show; a performance of Otago's excellent Revue. Perhaps someone will write further of this, bat it suffices to say that both the performance and the material were often up to West End standard.


On the Wednesday night there appeared one of the horrible one-acters that the British Drama League has huge stocks of—"The Eccentric." Not even the most gifted actors could have got this play off the ground, and these were not gifted actors.


The two Victoria plays were well received and generally well performed. Carey pointed out the unfortunate nature of the drama club's choice of play when he said, "This is less of a play and more of a series of animated cartoons." This could not detract from some excellent comic acting by Jill Shand and sound work by the rest of the cast.



The Contemporary Arts Society's performance of Albee's "The Sandbox" was featured by some excellent directing by Peter Frater, who, realising the actors at his disposal were very inexperienced, played down each of the roles until the overall impression became more important than any character or part. Hence, the violinist could look out into the audience and the play still seem natural and right. This play was near to winning the Festival, for Carey took pains to mention its ineligibility before proclaiming Otago's play the winner.


Michael Noonan's "The Rattle" was a good vehicle for Noonan himself. He is a fine actor and a born clown and mimic (as the Revue emphasised). His play was an impressionistic sketch on the hardships of old age. However, he kept dropping intimations of an undeveloped plot, which immediately tarnishes this type of theatre since it must be isolated in time and apace. But in winning the Festival with a play which handled much mundane speech very well, Noonan dispelled some of the doubts I had about University drama.


—M.C.R.
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