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Reflections after a "Salient" Interview — Did Lehrer Leer?




Reflections after a "
Salient" Interview

 Did Lehrer Leer?






[image: Photo of Mr Lehrer]


Not one little bit. He just shuffled his feet a little nervously, "I didn't know there would be four of you," folded his hands neatly on a well-clad knee, and spoke simply, seriously and modestly. The ghoulish Mr Lehrer looked quite at home in the lounge of the Royal Oak, and no one scurried to the safety of their rooms when he appeared.







Boredom


As "
Salient" talked to Lehrer it was possible to detect a little air of detachment, a slight savour of boredom. It was as if Mr Lehrer knew all there was to know and had grown tired of watching others of the human kind striving for the self-same knowledge.


Tom Lehrer soon made it obvious that he was in the entertainment game for the money alone. He has not been dazzled by bright lights, by the feel of vast audiences straining for his every word. "It's just a job," he claims in much the same way that an insurance salesman might claim the same thing.


This may surprise those who have seen Lehrer perform. On stage he is sophisticated, charming and cruelly amusing ... in other words a complete entertainer. Off stage you could almost call him homely. Perhaps Lehrer can affect such indifference to performing simply because his stage personality is a complete mask.







Modesty Of A Kind


But his modesty does push through his stage technique and affect his presentation. Not modesty in the normal way . . . after all there's nothing backward about introducing one's self as the greatest comedian to come out of the U.S.A. for many a year. Modesty of a different kind that rebels against exhibitionism. Nothing would induce Lehrer to clown in the Jerry Lewis vein. "Too much like hard work, anyway," quipped Lehrer.


Lehrer is not impressed by the catch phrase "sick humour" that has been associated with his brand of wit. And well he might be; many of his songs and remarks are more than just gruesome—they are stinging and far-sighted observations on the foibles of man.


Here briefly are some impromptu observations gleaned from Lehrer by persistent "
Salient" representatives . . .







On Television


"Don't before it's too late. . I'd forgotten what it was like to sit around and chat of an evening until I arrived here. Why sacrifice this for second-rate programmes that United States stations can't use?"







On Publicity


"I like your system. It pays me to. If someone here or in Australia doesn't like me he says so with banner headlines in all the papers—great. Everyone is highly disgusted, and charges straight off to buy Lehrer records. In the States if people don't like me they just forget all about me. Terrible."







On A Certain Rugby Tour


"Everybody seems to be playing the game. Sportsmanship before morality."







On Wellington


"More physically attractive than Auckland. Had more sleep here than anywhere else."







On University Education


"If you drowned the high first-year failure rate you might have some good Universities. I sensed that professors and lecturers soon lost interest; the high failure rate would no doubt be largely responsible."







On Lehrer's Physical Fitness


"I attribute my perfect physical condition to the complete absence of all exercise. Try it."







On The Brisbane Affair


"Brisbane was shortly to have municipal elections when I was there, and the Police Commissioner wanted his name in the papers. He advised me not to sing my little "Be Prepared" skit. Said it would mean the collapse of the Boy Scout 
[
unclear: move]
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Artistic Appreciation


The Ministry for Stale Security in Peking has proclaimed a special campaign " Hunt for Evil Thoughts " for all of Red China. Special secret regulations were released in the form of a psychological test to be given to all school children.


The model example: the tree question. Children were led before a tree and asked: " What is a tree?"


"A tree is beautiful," one child answered: An answer resulting from aesthetic-cosmopolitan-formalistic deception, according to the regulations.


Another child answered: "A tree gives shade"—decadent-individualistic symptom of weakness, according to the regulations.


A somewhat better answer, sufficient for entrance to lower party education courses, was the following: " There is no such thing as a tree; there is only a forest."


Also very satisfactory: "The place where all exploiters should be hung."


In more advanced classes answers such as the following are required: "A tree is a product of nature which has finally become the property of the people, though it still grows wild in certain areas."


The best answer: "A hundred gun stocks for peace."
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A graduate of Harvard (M.A. in mathematics) Lehrer kept himself, and his friends, amused during undergraduate days by writing and singing grisly songs about sick people. This was developed into a night-club act. Then followed an L.P. of 12 of his comparatively innocuous songs. An example: "I hold your hand in mine"—a cute number about a guy who murdered his girl-friend, then chopped off her hand as a souvenir. Of course, the L.P. was an immediate success and is still selling well.







Seeks Apathy


From night club acts after lectures to touring artist was the next step. Lehrer has toured America and Great Britain. When questioned about his current tour to Australia and New Zealand he replied, "I hope I'm greeted with the same apathy I get in the States."


His act is a series of parodies on popular songs and folk ballads interspersed with Lehrerisms. His technique is to take a simple jingle or sweet tune, sing it straight for a line or two, then slice through it with satire.


Everywhere he has appeared he has been enthusiastically received, although his humour is trying for some. Most critics have only praise for Lehrer: "Cynic packs house," "Mr Macabre massacred them," "His weird wit brings the house down." But one has written: "Why do they laugh at the dumb Mr Lehrer . . . For those who have never heard of Belloc, Graham, Benchley, Thumber, Charles Adams I suppose Mr Lehrer will have to do."







No Money In Maths


Lehrer, when asked of the future, says: "I find the career of performing in public rather interesting—not so much in terms of audience response, since I don't get any particular pleasure out of singing the same idiotic songs night after night, but rather as regards the people I get to meet and the places I get to see (all expenses paid). Nevertheless I have no intention of continuing it indefinitely, but hope to go back to something a little more respectable (e.g., teaching mathematics) before long, with perhaps a little song-writing and recording on the side. 
The disheartening fact is that I can make so much more money with no intel-



lectual effort by performing than I could ever hope to make as a mathematician, despite recent increased national interest in mathematics, is what has kept me as an entertainer heretofore and is what will probably keep me at it for a while yet."


—P.F.
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The disheartening fact is that I can make so much more money with no intel-



lectual effort by performing than I could ever hope to make as a mathematician, despite recent increased national interest in mathematics, is what has kept me as an entertainer heretofore and is what will probably keep me at it for a while yet."


—P.F.
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Which Do You Prefer?


An Australian critic writes:—


"I find Mr Lehrer's lyrics seldom live up to the promise of the theme. While they aspire to the level of Hilaire Belloc and Harry Graham, they usually get no higher than the average lyrics that turn up in the Cambridge Revue.


Compare, for example, the following verses on roughly the same subject. The first is Mr Lehrer's parody of an Irish ballad:


One day when she had nothing to do,


Rickety, tickety, tee She cut her baby brother in two. And served him up as an Irish stew,


And invited the neighbours in.


Now here is a Ruthless Rhyme of Harry Graham's:


"There's been an accident," they said,


"Your servant's cut in half; he's dead!"


"Indeed!" said Mr Jones, "and please


Send me the half that's got my keys."


All those who prefer the first verse to the second will undoubtedly enjoy themselves at Mr Lehrer's public soiree. For my taste he is rather obvious, jejune and, in spite of a heavy reliance upon psychiatric jargon, remarkably unsophisticated."
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Australian Reaction



Visiting Satirist Is Applauded


"University Student" writes:


"On behalf of the "thinking" people of Newcastle, I must protest about the disparaging letter from "Heard Enough" who criticises the visiting American satirist Tom Lehrer.


I find his highly individual and intelligent humour, witty and delightful and, I'm very pleased that our city has been included in his itinerary. He has introduced the first major change in comic technique for many years.


The two questionable songs on Lehregr's record, " The Old Dope Peddler," and "Be Prepared" are not offensive, but they are adult. I can't wait to see and hear Tom Lehrer, and I'm certain thousands of other Newcastle citizens are grown-up enough to agree.


Bravo (he trail-blazing ex-Harvard mathematics professor !"
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Orientation Week Rearranged



Newcastle University College has rearranged port of its Orientation Week so that students can attend the concert an American professor will give here on Friday night.


Organisers of Orientation Week, which began today, agreed to the students' request to hold a symposium on Thursday night instead of Friday night as arranged.


The artist-professor is Tom Lehrer, composer and satirist, whose songs have created considerable controversy.


The editor of the Newcastle University College students' paper (Miss Kay Flanagan) said today that many of her fellow students were planning to attend the Lehrer concert.


Some of them would probably meet him on his arrival in Newcastle on Wednesday afternoon.


"We like his kind of humour," said Miss Flanagan.
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Palmerston North Quest





Although its activities nearly ended in an embarrassing shambles, the Exec. delegation to Palmerston North was more or less successful.


The main 
idea was to help the new University College students in the organization of their Stud. Ass. The main 
problem was that, by regulation, P.N. students are Victoria's students and as such must be under, at least, the nominal rule of Vic's. Exec. This, together with a few ill-chosen words in the proposed constitution ("subsidiary and subservient") raised many nasty little doubts and suspicions in some Palmerstonian hearts already burning with a desire for freedom and independence from Vic's. "big stick." There appears to be three main factions at work on the P.N. student scene. Firstly, the biggest—the P.N. Teachers' Training College, which has by far the larger representation on the roll of the new college. Secondly, the most vociferous and most militant, Massey Agricultural College, some of whose members are taking subsidiary arts units to broaden their outlook. Thirdly, the innocent minority, the four full-timers and straight part-timers owing allegiance to neither of the former factions.







Hostile Atmosphere


The meeting called to discuss the P.N. student problems had quite a hostile atmosphere, with the chairman, John Hercus, having difficulty in retaining the chair in the face of motions requesting a change of chairman, etc.—motions which, needless to say, he would not accept.


However, when Vic's. position was made quite clear—that she had had this responsibility thrust upon her and intended to relinquish as much as possible of it as soon as possible— things became much happier, with the opposing groups actually smiling at one another and even better—at the Exec. delegation.


As the various constitutional points were hammered out in an increasingly more amicable atmosphere, the faction leaders began to emerge and it became clearer who would be most likely to form the proposed interim committee. The thorniest question of all, the tournament representation, was very easily got over with a nice little Vic.-Massey compromise, any problems arising to be referred to the soon-to-be-elected interim committee.


The chairman then adjourned the meeting for ten minutes to allow it some discussion on the formation of the committee. When it resumed it heard a few wise words to the young from Uncle ("Briefly") Don Brooker regarding the representations of all bodies of thought on the committee. Play the game and don't block vote. Training College, who could easily have done this (they far outnumbered the farmers) showed admirable restraint.


The meeting elected as its interim committee: Don Langridge (Training College president) us the new college president; Don Orwin (Massey), vice-president; B. Griffifths (Training College and ex-Canterbury), as secretary; committee, Robin Bromley (SCM and ex-Canterbury), Juliet Fancourt (full-time and lovely).


This committee is to hold office until the first A.G.M. in June. Between now and then it's going to be busy if the amount of work "referred to it" by the first meeting is any indication.
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Victoria and The Asian Student





Part I.



(We are planning two articles giving a brief survey of the activities of the Summer School for Asian Students held at Victoria between January 18 and February 19 this year. In this article Doug Waite outlines the position of the Asian student, as he sees it, at Victoria.)



We all know that a Colombo Plan student is an Asian student living in New Zealand. He receives a certain amount of money and is required to do some sort of study. Newspapers contain headlines like 'Outstanding Benefits of the Colombo Plan Scheme', 'A Further Link in the East-West Relations' and so on. But if we forget all this for a moment, drop the tag 'Colombo Plan Student' and inquire into the attitudes and experience of an Asian student arriving in this country, then self-satisfaction disappears and a certain uneasiness develops.



What factors affect the Asian in his New Zealand environment?




[image: A study group under tutor. Mr J. Erdos.]
A study group under tutor. Mr 
J. Erdos.









Cultural


He has lived in a social and cultural atmosphere totally different from ours. His whole mode of thought is often different; his ideas of friendship, hospitality, family life, recreation and, in many cases, worship, are different from ours. His language is different. He will very likely have grown up under the threat of acute social disturbances. Thus he may be more aware of the real needs and desires of people and of the opposing political systems offering satisfaction to those needs than the New Zealand student is.







Racial


This is probably the overseas student's most distressing and deeply felt problem. He has lived in a land of varied races, with large Asian or European foreign communities. He is aware of racial conflict, of the privileges a man can receive because of his race, and of the misery which the exercise of that privilege can bring to others. His land is probably one where the European, and particularly the Englishman, is looked upon with distrust. No doubt he has heard that this is a land of racial equality, and so he will come here with conflicting thoughts; is there really equality here? Have these people anything in their way of life to give my people? Do they want to receive anything from us? Is racial equality and harmony really a mirage?







Personal


Of course, people of whatever race ere individuals and cannot be categorised. The extent to which the individual is affected by the above considerations varies enormously. However, language difficulty, in my opinion, is the worst obstacle to successful adjustment. Language development is governed by the society in which one is raised, and its standard of reference is limited by the surrounding emotional and other conditions. Consequently the Asian probably finds difficulty in expressing his deepest thoughts while here in New Zealand. He finds he must use a language unable to convey the emotional fibre of his character. The student whose English is poor prefers to withdraw into the shelter of his group of Asian friends, while the student whose English is good is amused and disgusted by the condescending English with which New Zealanders often address him.


But the Asian student has problems common to all students. The emotional upheaval caused by the sudden transference from one society to another often blinds both Kiwi and Asian students to this fact.







Approach To External Affairs


It was this realisation that drove New Zealand and Asian students already resident here to think about a possible Summer School for new arrivals. As a result, the International Affairs Committee approached the External Affairs Department, which promised its support and sent members to an organising committee. The director of the School was Victoria's Dr. Arundel del Re, and other members of the Committee represented the Colombo Plan Students and the Students Association. There were about 50 Plan students present during the course, with a large number of non-University people also present—Government service students, medical and dental nurses, and practical engineering students, for example.


The aim of the School, to quote from an article prepared by the Committee, was "to assist Asian Students in particular to improve their knowledge and command of English, both written and spoken, to provide a means for discussing problems specifically connected with their studies and to give them the opportunity to gain a closer appreciation of New Zealand and New Zealanders."


(Next issue—Doug. Waite describes the work of the Summer School and tells what he thinks its achievements were).
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Literary Society Meets


The Annual General Meeting of the Literary Society was held on Monday, March 28. President, Secretary and Treasurer, and members of the committee were elected, and the activities and budget of 1959 were discussed.


The activities of the Society for this year, as for the past, will be of a literary nature; we will welcome the co-operation of all those who are interested in literature and to a certain extent the Arts in general, and we will give them an opportunity to have their works published in our "
Experiment" which, with the next number, will be 
Seven issues old.


"
Experiment" has received in the past a warm response from the student body, and sold in its last issue more than 1050 copies ... We will constantly try to improve its standards both in contents and presentation.



Copy for "
Experiment 7" is now being accepted . . . verse, short stories, articles, music, drawings . . . everything will be considered.


It is proposed this year as well as publishing "
Experiment 7," to contribute to "
Spike," and to publish a series of excellent and extremely interesting talks given to the Society in 1959.


At the first of the 1960 Literary Society talks,



Dr. Peter Munz,


Senior Lecturer of the Department of History will speak on


"
The Decadent Novel In France In The 19Th Century."


Date to be announced later.
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Correspondent asks

: Is Salient Sick, Sick?





Sir,—"

Salient" is not doing its job. It is too unenterprising. Are you sick? Why don't you attack something? That's what you're for. You personally Sir, are capable of formidable attacking. (Three different girls have told me so.) Look at the daily newspapers; follow their example. See how courageously they attack things—jitterbugs, dogs, Russia, the weather, each other, Russia ... No Sir, no Pulitzer Prize for you. Your magazine doesn't expose anything. You personally Sir, are capable of ... (Abridged.—Ed.).



What about some features on the following suggestions:







Clothes


Why do students persist in wearing clothes? It just shows how illogical everybody is ... groaning about the cost of books, fees, chewing gum, comics . . . and wasting money on clothes. Sir, there is only one occasion when wearing clothes is desirable: when one is taking a bath. But do we do this? No! Instead we get wet and then have to dry ourselves. Sir, simply wearing a raincoat and thighboots in the bath keeps one comfortably dry. After the both ... no drying—just slip off your clothes and you're ready for going out.




[image: Cartoon of man crossing street with cars driving down the road]


Anyway, Sir, I know a lot of students who don't mind taking their clothes off. We needn't rush it ... just start with a few little things till they get used to it.







University Teachers




[image: Cartoon of man crossing street with cars driving down the road]


Are they necessary? I raise this point because of a case that I believe occurred at the University of Lustandlove in North Lapland. In this case the students grew tired of their lecturer and secured him a job as an attendant for a local body the was already attending to several local bodies, but this one was different . . . 
He got paid). His absence was not noticed by the University authorities whose salaries were so high they all behaved like big capitalists, i.e., the only people they would ever notice missing were their secretaries.



This letter was written in New Zealand English. It was translated into English English by Wera Pini, a dishwasher in the Department of Maori Affaire.




[image: Cartoon of man crossing street with cars driving down the road]


Anyway, this left the class to their own devices. They learnt more than they had ever done before from the books they had studied in libraries, behind the fowlhouse, and under the blankets.


I don't know if they actually held examinations, but I would think so. Oh yes.







Buildings


These, at Victoria, are all deplorable. Take the Kirk Wing for example. The stairs all go the wrong way, They go upwards. Surely they should go downwards and thus avoid all that climbing. It would have been a simple matter to arrange this when the building was being constructed. All that was needed was a big hole to put the building in. There is a big hole at the top of Mount Ngarauhoe. This could have been transferred to Victoria and equipped with stairs going down, laboratories, lecture rooms, bedrooms, opium dens, and the entire casts of Damn Yankees and the World of Suzie Wong. Then, Sir, Kirk would have been a low down heaven instead of a high up Hell




[image: Cartoon of man crossing street with cars driving down the road]


Furthermore, these stairs are bad for student health. You know yourself that when, ac
[
unclear: comparned] by all those poor girl students, you begin climbing the stairs you are panting after a few steps. The girls you walk up with amaze me. Where do they get the energy to run wildly up the last two flights, sometimes shrieking and throwing shoes, apples and indignant




[image: Cartoon of man crossing street with cars driving down the road]


Sir, these are the Kind of things I want featured in "
Salient." For you see Sir. My "
Salient" is my almanac, lunch wrapper and (Abridged. Ed.) And friends this is a true letter; I know because 
I Was The Author.




[image: Cartoon of man crossing street with cars driving down the road]


—
Lemmy.
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Are they necessary? I raise this point because of a case that I believe occurred at the University of Lustandlove in North Lapland. In this case the students grew tired of their lecturer and secured him a job as an attendant for a local body the was already attending to several local bodies, but this one was different . . . 
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Anyway, this left the class to their own devices. They learnt more than they had ever done before from the books they had studied in libraries, behind the fowlhouse, and under the blankets.
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Furthermore, these stairs are bad for student health. You know yourself that when, ac
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Sir, these are the Kind of things I want featured in "
Salient." For you see Sir. My "
Salient" is my almanac, lunch wrapper and (Abridged. Ed.) And friends this is a true letter; I know because 
I Was The Author.
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Lemmy.
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Look Back In Anguish




Soap opera serials



I'll never a agin follow!



Their middle class characters'




   lives



Were depressingly hollow;



Up with the drama



Of Angry Young Gentry!



Their proletarian characters'




   lives



Are so brilliantly empty!



—
Tadpole.
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Out Of A Hole In My Head


Hi! Strap on your seven-league galoshes, because Uncle Kookie's going to lay a little reading on you. Once in two weeks you will be able to dig the coolest columnist this side of Downbeat, with the Mother Goose Book for Hip Kids. Like Big Daddy in the Editorial Chair, I vote Blue. I dig Peter Sellers and Kenneth Horne, Dave Brubeck and M.J.Q., television, Audrey Hepburn and me. I don't dig the Reds, advertising movies, Aunt Daisy, Brigitte Bardot and loud noises . . .


* * *


Up in Auckland, Big White Father Robinson takes space in local newssheet Auckland Star to say this: "Hear D. M. Robinson, Esq. (Mayor of Auckland). He will give you all the facts. He is working for Auckland. He and his Council support Democratic Auckland Government, not bureaucratic Wellington Dictatorship." With more of the same. Watch out, cats and chicks, for the day the Big Town secedes from the Dominion. Suggested name: Peoples' Democratic Republic of Auckland. Suggested Coat-of-arms: A Great Auk sitting on an egg. A bad egg. Like wow!


* * *


What gives with Capital City newspapers? Morning effort (except for Inside Column) is usually the dullest, while Evening Post drags good coverage with typeface that's prehistoric. That layout bugs me—ads on first page, the facts on inside someplace, and assorted jazz on the back. "Post" masters, watch N.Z. Herald after Anzac Day, or Auckland Star now, for the coolest layout, easy print, good paper. Ever tried reading "Post" on a crowded bus?


* * *


Even N.Z.B.S. has sense of humour—dig this programme, actually broadcast over certain station outside Wellington: Only Sixteen, One Night of Love, Get Me To The Church On Time, Shotgun Boogie, and Robbin' The Cradle.


* * *


In British homes where a choice is avaiable, 89 per cent. of viewers take I.T.A. programme (privately owned) in preference to B.B.C. Local televisionaries take note.


* * *


Mr Kitts and the Kittens don't love V.U.W. Yet that tram with poem in praise still trundles along. I would have thought he'd have had it suppressed.


* * *


Seeing were're still cramped for space, why not buy up derelict trams and run them as V.U.W. Mobile Lecturing Dept.? Visualise frantic Charlie who has Just missed the 10 a.m. lecture from Lambton Quay and has to take a taxi to catch the repeat on its way back from Island Bay.


—
Kookie.
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Friends, Chinese & 
University Men


Sir,—I am an overseas Chinese student from Singapore doing Civil Engineering at the University of Sydney. I am also doing a part-time Arts Course in view of taking Law later on. I am very keen on people from other foreign countries, their ways of life, their customs and their local situations at the present time, in view of all my keen interests. I would be very glad if you could help me to get to know some boys and girls of my age who are willing to correspond with me in view of exchanging views and ideas to improve each others' general knowledge. I am just 20 years of age. I would also very much like to get to know boys and girls who are Chinese living or settling in your honourable country.


If at all possible, I would prefer to correspond with your local University undergraduates, as I am an University boy myself. Kindly also tell those who would be writing to me to send me a photo of their honourable self, I shall be sending one of myself as soon as I hear from any of them.


My hobbles are: Swimming, Camping, Hiking, Hunting and Correspondences with foreigners. So much for the moment, and thanking you in your most sincere anticipation. Hoping to hear from them in the near future.




Yours gratefully,



Lim Jee Seng,

15 Kelsey Street,
Arncliffe, Sydney,
N.S.W., Australia.







"
Parting Shots" Blasted


Sir,—During the past few years Victoria students have been informed of various criticisms of and comments about the Student Executive through the columns of "
Salient." Throughout this period "
Salient" has maintained that its object has been to present to the Student Body an unbiased and informed, objective view of Executive affairs. Despite this constantly reaffirmed intention, "
Salient" has carried out its criticism in the sensational and back-biting manner of the worst of the daily rags.


The Writer is well aware that the Executive has not been completely perfect in its operation however, the Writer is also aware, certainly more fully aware than "
Salient", of the amount of time required by and the difficult nature of the Executive's functions in this University.


The particular article which has provoked this outburst from the Writer is that which appeared in the Monday, February 22 issue under the heading of "Parting Shots" and signed by "C.McB." the retiring "
Salient" Executive reporter.


I have no hesitation in saying that in my opinion this is possibly the rudest and most juvenile article I have ever seen in "
Salient" and that if the writer of the article knew of the vast amount of time and personal sacrifice devoted to his task by the previous holder of the Presidential Office (David Wilson) it would never have been written.


On behalf of Mr Wilson and his large number of appreciative friends amongst the Student Body, and also on behalf of the other persons subjected to C.McB's libellous pen in the article referred to, I would sugest that the least "
Salient" can do is to feature on the front page of the next issue an apology for this uninformed and extremely rude article.




Yours, etc.,



J. A. Laurenson.






The Editor replies—


The writer makes a few points. But most impressive was his complete absorbtion with what "I" the "Writer" would do. Note the capital "W." Note also the small "w" for retiring reporter C.McB.








Love Is A Many Splendid Thing


Sir,—I read with interest your article on the survey of attitudes towards love and marriage among a group of Japanese University students and I would suggest that this survey is a sound and authoritative indication of their opinion. Sir, the letter-head of your publication reads "
Salient," "An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria University Wellington." "Tadpole's" views on sex and his dissertion on the looseness of his lover's lipstick fails to stimulate my intellectual capacity; in such matters I desire a more widely represented opinion.


However, my intention is not to criticise, my intention is to suggest. My suggestion is a simple one: 
That As Your Publication Is An Organ Of Student Opinion At Victoria It Should Engage Itself In A Survey Of The Attitudes Of The Students At This University Towards Such Matters As Love Marriage And Pre-Marital "What Dad Said Not To Do." I am confident that such a survey will be of interest to all and the issue in which you publish the "findings" will be purchased eagerly.


Such a survey will have its organisational difficulties and I urge that if it be done at all it should be done well. If it is done well you will gain the co-operation of the students and the results will be of value. No doubt the Department of Psychology would be willing to assist in the decision as to the form and nature of the survey and also in the statistical work. I am sure, sir, that your effort would be rewarded.


And what about a comparison with other New Zealand Universities?




Essensually yours,



Mrs Kinsey,

The Institute of Scientific Research,
Boston, Massachusetts, U.S.A.





We print this in fear and trembling, hoping that Mr Kinsey's wife, if indeed he has one, will not come across this issue of widely circulating "
Salient." But we do like the plan of action. Why doesn't the author make himself known—then we could tell him some of our own ideas on the subject?


[image: Cartoon by Gais of two men back to back on roller skates holding pistols]








Dust To Dust


Sir.—The apathy, indifference and lack of moral consciousness of the ordinary New Zealand student toward the H-bomb problem appals me. He is smug in his little welfare state on the rim of the Pacific, and does not like to be roused and made to think and take action on this, on any other issue. I thought New Zealanders were more politically conscious than most, but have reached the depressing conclusion that they are politically unconscious. This indifference arises from the prevalent attitude that we are too small a country and too far away from the centre to have the bomb land on us, and anyway what can wo about it?


We can make our government protest vigorously in the United Nations, and stop it entering into military collusions which could lead to our use of the bomb or atomic weapons. But most of you reading this will still be saying, what does it matter? This is the foundation of your indifference and probable lack of moral strength.


Perhaps I could bring it home to you personally by quoting from an issue of "The New Statesman." From an article by Editor Morris called "The Survivors of the Bombs."


"To another survivor, the student Hiromasa Hiyume, death from radiation exposure came very gradually. Throughout his young life Hiromasa had suffered from spells of mental instability, coupled with partial deafness, yet had managed to complete his schooling with a brilliant record. A month before his final college examinations, overwork brought on a recurrence; his lymphatic glands swelled up, blood oozed from his eyes and mouth and he raved wildly about the fire and deafening noise of the atomic explosion. Before his death he wrote in his diary the most damning question that a young person can ask an adult, irresponsible world. 'Why must I die? What have I done to deserve to die so very young?' "


Your immediate reaction is to reassure yourself that this could not happen to you. But in opposition to this self-assuring opinion. I tell you it might, and it could happen to you.


Therefore the way is open for as many of us as are rationally and morally conscious, to use our influence both corporately as a society for nuclear disarmament and individually, thereby bringing the weight of increasing public opinion to bear on our government, so that they will take vigorous political action. On the other hand if you do not strive for the abolition of this terrifying instrument of destruction, you will by your very passivity, be saying "yes" to the Hydrogen Holocaust.


Yours, etc.,



For Nuclear



Disarmament.
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Down with modern society!



Its values I will not applaud.



It worships new cars, stereo...



And everything I can't afford.



—
Tadpole.
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About eighty students were given a glimpse of the dangers we face from nuclear warfare last Wednesday week when Dr. R. H. Locker, of the 
Dsir. and Mr McCreary, of the Social Science School, talked about aspects of nuclear warfare. Dr. Locker started off by dealing with the effects of radiation on human tissues. He emphasised that the genetic mutations now known to result from radiation almost always produce some change for the worse. Rarely do mutations work for the better; the great percentage result in tragedy. This tragedy does not end when the victim dies, for the effects of radiation on reproductive cells are carried into succeeding generations.


It was originally thought that the percentage of mutations would be strictly proportional to the dosage of radiation. Now we know that this is not so. A high dosage rate is much more dangerous than small amounts over a long period of time, and continuation of nuclear tests will, of course, result in a high dosage rate in a relatively short time. It is not even as certain as at first supposed that there is a "safety threshold."







Nuclear War


It is clear that wars of the future will differ very much from those the world has so far seen. Not only is there going to be a difference in the quality of destruction but the quality of destruction will differ as well. The after-effects of a nuclear war would involve most of the world, and in this sense there could be no "neutrals." Answering questions, the speakers pointed out that there was no "Survival Committee" or other form of civil defence against nuclear war in this country, nor even much effort to educate people in what precautions they could take if war started. In the U.S some effort, though rather a hesitant one, is being made to induce people to build shelters, while in Russia this project is well under way.







Student Attitudes


Interviews with students afterwards produced some interesting findings. There are those who are just not interested. They "haven't thought about it"—the whole problem seems so far away, and very remote from the life of the average Kiwi student. Generally, there is a "we-are-quite-safe-here" attitude. One student—in Economics—thought he could calculate and prove the unlikelihood of another World War. Many of those at the meeting favoured the termination of nuclear tests. But it seems that unless more publicity is given to the issues of nuclear arms the Kiwi student will never come out of his trance—he is too content, and feels too safe to be really frightened.


—B.T.M.
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The Executive is very concerned with the untidiness and irresponsibility of many of the students using the common common room.



And it's no good saying a small minority is responsible. The mistreated furniture, papers, food and bottles littering the floor, tell another tale.



In view of the existing conditions the Executive Has decided that unless there is a decided and rapid improvement the common room will be temporarily closed.






The Common Room Again



Students are hereby notified that the common common room will be used as Tournament Headquarters at Easter. This necessitates the common room being closed 10 days prior to Tournament.



Students with lockers inside the common room are asked to co-operate.




R. G. Ward, Chairman,



House Committee.
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"
World Affairs Council" Formed




Following the meeting on "Nuclear Weapons" (March 16, 1960), a gathering of about 30 students met and discussed (12 days later) the possibility of forming some sort of disarmament movement. 
Disrupting Elements in the gathering at first prevented definite steps from being taken, but under the capable control of Mr John Erdos, however, the meeting eventually yielded positive results.







World Affairs Council


It was put forward that the "aims of this society be for nuclear disarmament" and that the society should endeavour to "create a responsible awareness towards world problems." Suggestions of names for the society were called for, and among the names proposed were "International Relations Club," "Disarmament Club," 
"Society of Prevention of Cruelty to men" (!), "World Affairs Club," "World Affairs Society" and "World Affairs Council." Most favoured the last suggestion







Officers Elected


The third item on the agenda was the election of officers. Mr John Erdos was elected president; Mr Wylie, vice-president; Miss Porter, secretary; Miss Picton, treasurer. Committee members elected were; Messrs. Shannahan, Govind, Maxwell, March and Miss Sheen.


Mr Shannahan discussed the activities of various American University councils developed on similar lines.


Someone proposed that the other Universities of New Zealand should be informed of W.A.C. (It is understood that Canterbury University has already done something concerning nuclear disarmament).












Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: An organ of student opinion at Victoria University, Wellington. Vol. 23, No. 3. Monday, April 11, 1960

[introduction]




Following the meeting on "Nuclear Weapons" (March 16, 1960), a gathering of about 30 students met and discussed (12 days later) the possibility of forming some sort of disarmament movement. 
Disrupting Elements in the gathering at first prevented definite steps from being taken, but under the capable control of Mr John Erdos, however, the meeting eventually yielded positive results.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: An organ of student opinion at Victoria University, Wellington. Vol. 23, No. 3. Monday, April 11, 1960

World Affairs Council





World Affairs Council


It was put forward that the "aims of this society be for nuclear disarmament" and that the society should endeavour to "create a responsible awareness towards world problems." Suggestions of names for the society were called for, and among the names proposed were "International Relations Club," "Disarmament Club," 
"Society of Prevention of Cruelty to men" (!), "World Affairs Club," "World Affairs Society" and "World Affairs Council." Most favoured the last suggestion










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: An organ of student opinion at Victoria University, Wellington. Vol. 23, No. 3. Monday, April 11, 1960

Officers Elected





Officers Elected


The third item on the agenda was the election of officers. Mr John Erdos was elected president; Mr Wylie, vice-president; Miss Porter, secretary; Miss Picton, treasurer. Committee members elected were; Messrs. Shannahan, Govind, Maxwell, March and Miss Sheen.


Mr Shannahan discussed the activities of various American University councils developed on similar lines.


Someone proposed that the other Universities of New Zealand should be informed of W.A.C. (It is understood that Canterbury University has already done something concerning nuclear disarmament).










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: An organ of student opinion at Victoria University, Wellington. Vol. 23, No. 3. Monday, April 11, 1960

Passionate Poem





Passionate Poem




My Heart,



My Love,



She's gone, she's gone;



Quick, quick, a poem!



While the agony's



Still on.



—
Tadpole.
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The Bomb has become the issue of the age. The Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament is Britain's biggest mass movement since Chartism. The revolt against nuclear defence policy is the groundswell behind a socialist movement of a new kind—the movement which is taking shape as Britain's "
New Left."



These were the key points in an address delivered by Conrad Bellinger, Victoria graduate and former "
Salient" editor, to the Labour Club's A.G.M. on March 23.


Bollinger described the British political scene as he had observed it in the course of 12 months' stay in London. A stay that had included personal contact with the nuclear disarmament and colonial freedom movements and the London New Left Club, and personalities such as Fenner Brockway, M.P., Rev. Michael Scott, and Edward Thompson, editor of the "New Reasoner."







Right, Left And Centre


After a racy summary of the forces behind the 
Right ("The British Conservative Party is as much of a thieves' kitchen as the New Zealand National Party— more so, perhaps, because the stakes are bigger") and the Centre ("The absence of a tradition like that of British liberalism, in New Zealand, is conspicuous and deplorable—it means that on a host of issues the British Liberal Party is well to the left of the New Zealand Labour Party"), he gave a detailed analysis of the 
Left. He described, what he called, the "
Old Left" as, "two prominent monoliths, and a lot of loose gravel." In the first category are the lumbering party more prominent), and the Communists (the more monolithic). In the second category he placed the tiny splinter groups and sects that have detached themselves from both.


There were, he claimed, some healthy forces inside both the "monoliths" and the splinter groups had also made many positive contributions. The most promising sign on the Left, however, was taking the form of a deep dissatisfaction with the rigidity and bureaucratic control of the "
Old Left." This was principally associated with the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, whose Aldermaston March last Easter attracted thousands and thousands of serious young people, and whose policies have been adopted by trade unions never considered subject to "leftist" influence.







The "New Left" Press


The journal "Universities and Left Review." run mainly by young students and concerning itself with issues of culture and society, has been described as "the first authentic voice of the postwar generations." Its amalgamation with " The New Reasoner," a quarterly founded by the "revisionists" who left the Communist Party on humanist grounds in the year of the Hungarian uprising and Khrushchev's secret speech, had given the "
New Left" a worthy mouthpiece. The Labour Left weekly "Tribune" is also becoming more and more a "
New Left" journal, and groups like Dr. Donald Soper's new Christian Socialist movement are tending in the same direction.







Not Purely Marxist


While he believed that Marx's economic ideas would form the basis of any worthwhile Socialist movement. Conrad Bollinger said he did not believe the "
New Left" would be purely Marxist, Trotskyite, Christian, Pacifist, or any of the other adjectives that went with the various movements that were converging to form it. He said it was restoring socialism to its original aims; summed up in William Morris's epigram that "No man is good enough to be another man's master."


(Hector MacNeill has been reelected Chairman of the Club and Alan Andrews installed as Secretary.)
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There were, he claimed, some healthy forces inside both the "monoliths" and the splinter groups had also made many positive contributions. The most promising sign on the Left, however, was taking the form of a deep dissatisfaction with the rigidity and bureaucratic control of the "
Old Left." This was principally associated with the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, whose Aldermaston March last Easter attracted thousands and thousands of serious young people, and whose policies have been adopted by trade unions never considered subject to "leftist" influence.
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The "New Left" Press


The journal "Universities and Left Review." run mainly by young students and concerning itself with issues of culture and society, has been described as "the first authentic voice of the postwar generations." Its amalgamation with " The New Reasoner," a quarterly founded by the "revisionists" who left the Communist Party on humanist grounds in the year of the Hungarian uprising and Khrushchev's secret speech, had given the "
New Left" a worthy mouthpiece. The Labour Left weekly "Tribune" is also becoming more and more a "
New Left" journal, and groups like Dr. Donald Soper's new Christian Socialist movement are tending in the same direction.
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Not Purely Marxist


While he believed that Marx's economic ideas would form the basis of any worthwhile Socialist movement. Conrad Bollinger said he did not believe the "
New Left" would be purely Marxist, Trotskyite, Christian, Pacifist, or any of the other adjectives that went with the various movements that were converging to form it. He said it was restoring socialism to its original aims; summed up in William Morris's epigram that "No man is good enough to be another man's master."


(Hector MacNeill has been reelected Chairman of the Club and Alan Andrews installed as Secretary.)
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Food For Thought



It seems that students are having eating problems the world over. . . .





In France


"After some 60 students in the student cafeteria had contracted food poisoning from fish, the Students' Association of Limoges protested against the quality of the food and the unfavourable conditions in the student restaurant. The Students Association pointed out that students complain about the bad food daily and found out that the food supplies were being stored impractically in a damp place. At this, the Office of the District Attorney of Limoges decided to begin preliminary proceedings. The police made tests of the food which had been used in preparation of the meal; however, the fish, which the students thought to be the cause of the poisoning, could not be investigated, since the leftovers had already been thrown into the garbage palls before the poisoning had become evident."







In Indonesia


It seems, too, that some Universities take eating very seriously —"The University of Indonesia's Bogor division is completing preparations for a nutrition survey and experiment which will be carried out this year in co-operation with the Nutrition Institute in Bogor. Some 1500 students are enrolled in the Agricultural and Veterinary Departments located at Bogor.


"The survey and experiment will be condutced within a group consisting of 10 per cent. of the student body, and will continue over a period of months. One half of the control group will receive an enriched diet while the other will continue to eat food which is usually prepared by hostel cafeterias. While the experiment is being conducted, data will be collected at intervals on the students' weight and general health. The results of the experiment are expected to lead to practically feasible recommendations for changes in the present diet of students, whether they eat in hostels or in restaurants. The Committee hopes that the study will help convince dormitory and hostel cafeteria authorities of the need to plan menus more carefully in order to provide a more balanced diet within the financial limitations of student's means and university resources."
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No Crippled Wings For A Kiwi at Sandhurst




Each and every year the New Zealand Government sends two young men to Sandhurst for an officer training course. They do it in the belief that the young men will come back military experts. But they, not surprising really, are wrong. The same young men come back versed in the brand of vice known only to young and educated English gentlemen. "
Salient" knows, "
Salient" interviewed one such Sandhurst product. Young of face, but ...




[image: Young Officers of Sandhurst.]
Young Officers of Sandhurst.









Discipline


The first task, it appears, of army personnel at Sandhurst is to destroy, utterly and completely, any high ideals that cadets might hold about army life. This is done in the traditional way . . . 
Discipline. Cadets have little chance of seeing Old England during the first six weeks, in fact a rooky cadet is lucky to get a peep outside of Sandhurst at all. Time tells, and time passes and at last the cadet is reduced to introvertly examining his reasons for joining the army. If none of these reasons are convincing, then the army has won and it is felt safe to grant the cadet leave. Three glorious days. Time aplenty for desertion. Time at a quiet country pub, well away from it all. Then back in a justifiably alcoholic haze to a second term at Sandhurst.







Changes For The Better


There are some changes in the second term. Changes for the better. The cadet is allowed to wear civvies when off duty. Only trouble he's never off duty. Nevertheless the thought is always appreciated.


The term and the year passes. The cadet gradually becomes practised at consuming more and more liquor for less and less visible effect. All good training for the second year with its emphasis on sharpening the attributes that make a Sandhurst product more than soldier. It's a post graduate course that could be entitled. "How to be a Young English gentleman."


The young officer that "
Salient" interviewed, called "Abo" because he can't stand Australians, crossing tweedy legs recollected with an impeccable Oxford accent how he had become a gentleman . . .






"
Mon Dieu"


"We took an army yacht to France. Appealing place the Continent. We arrived in Paris with 14/- amongst six chaps. Just enough for beer and bread. Had to gate crash the Moulin Rouge. Managed to land right at the feet of the strip-teaser. 'Mon Dieu' we breathed. 'Mon Dieu' roared the manager, 'this cannot be tolerated.' We were thrown out just after Salome had removed the fifth veil. Good show while it lasted. The professional women soon found us, and they were beautiful like everything in Paris that evening. But so expensive. Not that we ...







Intolerant Husbands


"Went to Germany too. Land of misty castles, flaxen haired fraus, and their blond, intolerant husbands. So unreasonable. Spent most of the time in the Officers bar. Whisky only 5/7 a bottle! Cigarettes 1/- for 20. Chased after a dream of fraulein. Actually the C.O's wife. Cool reception. Scared of husband. Me too.


"Actually spent most spare time in the quiet old English taverns. They take the place of coffee bars. Cider was most popular. All right if hard up, gave one same sort of ideas.







Garden Of Eden


"Hyde Park. Haven for the intelligent man out for relaxation, for the crank with obsessions, and for me. Came down some steps one night, saw a girl. Looked a little lonely. Well, you know, paternal instinct and all that. Spoke to her. Astounding response, even for a Sandhurst gentleman. Spent the day together . . . and more. Poor kid, just liked having someone around. Just happened to be jolly good looking.


"Pity one has so little opportunity to be a gentleman here."
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There are some changes in the second term. Changes for the better. The cadet is allowed to wear civvies when off duty. Only trouble he's never off duty. Nevertheless the thought is always appreciated.


The term and the year passes. The cadet gradually becomes practised at consuming more and more liquor for less and less visible effect. All good training for the second year with its emphasis on sharpening the attributes that make a Sandhurst product more than soldier. It's a post graduate course that could be entitled. "How to be a Young English gentleman."


The young officer that "
Salient" interviewed, called "Abo" because he can't stand Australians, crossing tweedy legs recollected with an impeccable Oxford accent how he had become a gentleman . . .
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"Hyde Park. Haven for the intelligent man out for relaxation, for the crank with obsessions, and for me. Came down some steps one night, saw a girl. Looked a little lonely. Well, you know, paternal instinct and all that. Spoke to her. Astounding response, even for a Sandhurst gentleman. Spent the day together . . . and more. Poor kid, just liked having someone around. Just happened to be jolly good looking.
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University "Status Seekers"



A University Survey




Vance Packard made his name as a social scientist when he wrote "The Hidden Persuaders" in which he put forward the thesis that modern advertisers were buying


psychologists to help them manipulate people's mind in such subtle fashion as to reduce the capacities to make decisions to a significant degree.







Hardening Barriers


Recently he published another work entitled "The Status Seekers," a work that achieved best-seller status in a fortnight. Packard claims that people in the U.S. regard Social Status as an end in itself; further, the barriers to changes in S.S. are hardening He also discusses the indices of such status and, by implication, how one may break through the barriers concerned. The popularity of this book in the U.S. can be attributed to the feverish preoccupation of the members of that nation with the subject which, of course, is of only academic interest here.


Today's ' University student is certainly concerned with status. Some seek status in the metaphysical world. They have some fairly clearly defined code of behaviour, based upon belief in a personal God to whom the student regards himself as responsible.







Desire To Serve


Love for God means love for fellow students as creatures of God, and hence desire to serve fellow students. Please note that love isn't meant in the barn-yard sense. This love, with a restricted meaning in relation to such modern men of letters as Carter Brown, leads the student to wanting to influence the mind of his fellow students as well as secure amenities for them. Such a student sees his fellow students as blinded to reality, suffering from a spiritual tragedy which occurred very early in the history of mankind.


A rather smaller section of the University population believes in ideas, though they're not quite sure why. They want the status associated with influencing other people's opinions. These people can generally be found in the thick of student journalism religious and political societies current affairs and debating clubs.


They have an importance in student affairs out of all proportion to their numbers but it is quite well earned.


These people assume very special significance when we consider that the majority of the future's decisionmakers will get their training and their basic pattern of attitudes from the University.







The Intellectual Tapeworms


There are two groups between which it is hard to distinguish on the margin. The first is the group which is so frightfully advanced, ready to prove it with an impressive stream of misunderstood quotations from authorities who suit them. Such people swarm in coffee bars at the slightest chance to be daring when there's no risk involved, ever ready to attack someone else's point of view, believing that it's the things to believe nothings.


The second are the party types, desperately keen to be popular, and generally ready to gossip with anybody about anything.


These two varieties are perhaps the hardest to put up with Apparently bereft of all vision of the future, happy to be intellectual tapeworms in an ideal climate with a perpetual source of partially digested food, not needing to grow a shell for protection because their very way of life postulates the absence of anything from which they need to be protected.


In contrast to both these groups, there exist the students who seem to want to be unpopular, always taking the contrary view and not particularly keen to do anything for anybody. Such people irritate, if only because they earn respect. They invariable have something stimulating to say and have a weird capacity to find corners of irrationality in other people's mind.







Genuine Interest


Perhaps, in reaction to the groups mentioned above, there exist a very small group of students who are genuinely interested in ideas, but tend to avoid the rough and tumble of student life.


They are intensely interested in their own specific disciplines, getting very sound exam results, but with no great desire to influence other people's ideas. Indeed, they tend to regard the people in the limelight with the greatest suspicion. The general belief that such students are quite helpless outside their special fields arises from their attitude to wasting time nattering, but is often quite wrong.







The Trojans


We must not forget the students who want academic status, whether for its own sake or to ensure a sound financial future These people have few redeeming features, working like Trojans in private, but keeping their knowledge very much to themselves.


They make no contribution to the University and will never be scholars. Such people deserve only to be allowed to open reference books for less talented, but more thoughtful students.







Old School Type


We also see a few examples of another group which is fairly reticent about its ideas, but is deeply concerned about its status But this group regards its status as Part of the natural order of things, something which need not be earned, or, rather something which cannot be earned. I refer to those who regard themselves as being near the the top of an elaborate caste system. They are
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Tournament organisers at Victoria have had a hectic time preparing for a smooth-running show. And they have had a hectic time trying to stir up interest in Tournament proceedings. How many Victoria students realise that a University Tournament begins in Wellington this week?


As usual "
Salient" has experienced trouble in gaining first-hand information about Tournament teams. Unfortunately the jottings


on this page are not complete.


There's no mention of the N.Z.U. Council meeting or the N.Z.S.P.C. meeting. Let's see what they do first.


* * *


"
Salient" wishes all competitors and delegates a very happy, warm, breezeless Wellington Easter.







Cricket Representatives


This year the local cricket team is considered by the experts to be a strong side and should give a good account of itself during the Tournament. It contains a well balanced mixture of experienced players and some promising newcomers. Team members are:



John Martin (captain): John has had a great deal of tournament experience and has performed consistently well in senior cricket over the part few years. His medium pace swing bowling should be a great asset to the team.



David Ward (vice-captain): David has just completed a particularly good senior season as an aggressive batsman, scoring over 400 runs at an average of 34.5. He will be playing in his fourth tournament.



John Behrent: John is a newcomer to Victoria but has proved a very useful allrounder in the senior side. He played two games for the Wellington Plunket Shield side this season.



Kit Bond: Kit is another newcomer to the Tournament team. He is the side's wicket keeper and also a useful attacking batsman.



Stewart Crombie: Stew is another allrounder who should do well. His slow bowling will prove handy if the pitches are at all damp.



Michael Lance: Michael is a left-hand opening bat who should do well at Tournament. An N.Z.U. representative many times, Michael was also chosen for the N.Z.U. tour of Australia where he performed very well.



Bruce Murray: Although a newcomer to the Tournament team Bruce has had a great deal of first class cricket. A member of the Plunket Shield team last season he batted very well against the visiting M.C.C. side and this season he was very successful during the Colts tour of Australia.



John Park: John for many years represented Canterbury University at cricket and his off-break bowling should prove extremely useful. John has represented N.Z.U. at cricket many times.



Michael Pope: Michael is a middle order batsman who should do well this Easter. He will be playing in his third tournament.



Don Poulton: Don is one of the best stroke players in the club and if he gets going should be a delight to watch.



Gerald Rose: Gerry is a newcomer to Tournament cricket but he played Plunket Shield cricket last season for Central Districts. A fine opening batsman he looks as if he will reach his best form for the Tournament matches.



Tony Thomas: Another newcomer to Tournament, Tony is a fine new ball bowler. The opening attack of John Behrent and Tony should prove dangerous.







Tournament Basketball


The team includes: Anita Greig, Ann Hunter, Kina Wills, Lorna Mackenzie, Bridget Kerr, Lorraine Irwin, Judith Baunton, Elaine Lynskey, Jackie Heiford and Joy Mitchell.


Lorna: "A daughter of the gods, divinely tall,


And most divinely fair." Kino; "Tis only when they spring to heaven that angels


Reveal themselves to you." Ann: "A harmless, necessary cat." Joy: "When youth is fallen, there's hope the young may rise,


But fallen age forever hopeless lies."


Anita: "A pleasant smiling cheek, a speaking eye."


Jackie: "Action is transitory—a step, a blow."


Lorraine: "O small beginnings, ye are great and strong."


Bridget: "... steady wins the race."


Judith:" . . . Rightly to be great."


Elaine: "New honours come upon her."






 



Track And Field




National Success


Many good performances were recorded at the provincial and national championships by V.U.W. athletes. Among those featuring were: Ian McAusland, John Hawkes, Laurie Croxon, Malcolm Brooker, Dave Beauchamp, Mary Holderness, Janet Davies, Graham Kitchen, Colin Berger, Jeanette Buckland and Frank Duncan.


The Club has been stronger this year principally because of the weekly meetings held on Thursday nights at Boyd-Wilson Field throughout the summer months. In this respect a word of thanks should be given to John Rise borough for the way he has started and judged events.


Team trips to Hastings and Palmerston North were very successful and it is hoped that they will become annual affairs.







Tournament Prospects


As far as Tournament is concerned, Victoria should field its strongest athletic team ever. In fact there is a distinct possibility of getting out of a fourth place rut (but whether into third or fifth place we can't say).


Those who could well take N.Z.U. titles are: John Hawkes (hurdles), Ian McAusland, Dave Beauchamp (880 yards and mile), Laurie Croxon (long jump), P. Von Dadelzen (high jump), Mary Holderness (field events) and Janet Davies (hurdles and long jump). But many others in the Team must be conceded a good chance in their events—they know who they are!


The Tournament Athletics Meeting is being held at the Basin Reserve on April 16, so don't forget to turn out and cheer your team to ... perhaps even victory?







Yachting Now An Official Tournament Sport


This year yachting becomes an official tournament sport, and the V.U.W. Yacht Club hopes to celebrate the occasion by making the yachting at Easter a truly memorable event. The races will be sailed on the Paremata Harbour in conjunction with the annual Paremata Easter Regatta, the largest four-day regatta in New Zealand, attracting about 150 boats of all classes.


Idle Along class yachts will be used for Tournament. These are two-man boats in light or moderate breeze, but require a crew of three in heavy weather. Crews are entered from Auckland, Victoria, Canterbury, Otago and Massey, the last being a newcomer to the sport. Boats are changed for each race so that five races will be necessary to give the crews a turn in each boat. Two races will be held on Saturday, one on Sunday morning, and two on Monday. The University craft may easily be distinguished from other regatta boats by a large "U" on the mainsail as well as the normal "I" class symbol.


The crew from Victoria: T. Brandon (skipper), R. Moody and E. Slyfield (crew).







Defence Rifles


The shooting team has lost four of last year's record-breaking team. But team members, after practicing regularly, are confident of keeping the Haslam Shield in Wellington for another year.


Team captain and N.Z.U. sharpshooter is 
Graham Ward, a 1959 Victoria Blue.


A dark horse, but one a great deal is expected of, is fresher 
Alan Walker.


Veteran social shooter is 
Tony Knight, a N.Z.U, representative last year.


Two team members, 
Bruce 
Mansell and 
Pete Bennett, just missed making last year's team and are all out to avenge their omission.


Another veteran, from Canterbury University, is 
Phil Collins. A one-time Blue, he turns in a good performance when not suffering from acute 'Tournament Hangover.'


Last place is being shot out by 
Noel Ashley and 
Ian Hoggard, another veteran from C.U.
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Tournament organisers at Victoria have had a hectic time preparing for a smooth-running show. And they have had a hectic time trying to stir up interest in Tournament proceedings. How many Victoria students realise that a University Tournament begins in Wellington this week?


As usual "
Salient" has experienced trouble in gaining first-hand information about Tournament teams. Unfortunately the jottings


on this page are not complete.


There's no mention of the N.Z.U. Council meeting or the N.Z.S.P.C. meeting. Let's see what they do first.


* * *


"
Salient" wishes all competitors and delegates a very happy, warm, breezeless Wellington Easter.
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This year the local cricket team is considered by the experts to be a strong side and should give a good account of itself during the Tournament. It contains a well balanced mixture of experienced players and some promising newcomers. Team members are:



John Martin (captain): John has had a great deal of tournament experience and has performed consistently well in senior cricket over the part few years. His medium pace swing bowling should be a great asset to the team.



David Ward (vice-captain): David has just completed a particularly good senior season as an aggressive batsman, scoring over 400 runs at an average of 34.5. He will be playing in his fourth tournament.



John Behrent: John is a newcomer to Victoria but has proved a very useful allrounder in the senior side. He played two games for the Wellington Plunket Shield side this season.



Kit Bond: Kit is another newcomer to the Tournament team. He is the side's wicket keeper and also a useful attacking batsman.



Stewart Crombie: Stew is another allrounder who should do well. His slow bowling will prove handy if the pitches are at all damp.



Michael Lance: Michael is a left-hand opening bat who should do well at Tournament. An N.Z.U. representative many times, Michael was also chosen for the N.Z.U. tour of Australia where he performed very well.



Bruce Murray: Although a newcomer to the Tournament team Bruce has had a great deal of first class cricket. A member of the Plunket Shield team last season he batted very well against the visiting M.C.C. side and this season he was very successful during the Colts tour of Australia.



John Park: John for many years represented Canterbury University at cricket and his off-break bowling should prove extremely useful. John has represented N.Z.U. at cricket many times.



Michael Pope: Michael is a middle order batsman who should do well this Easter. He will be playing in his third tournament.



Don Poulton: Don is one of the best stroke players in the club and if he gets going should be a delight to watch.



Gerald Rose: Gerry is a newcomer to Tournament cricket but he played Plunket Shield cricket last season for Central Districts. A fine opening batsman he looks as if he will reach his best form for the Tournament matches.



Tony Thomas: Another newcomer to Tournament, Tony is a fine new ball bowler. The opening attack of John Behrent and Tony should prove dangerous.
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The team includes: Anita Greig, Ann Hunter, Kina Wills, Lorna Mackenzie, Bridget Kerr, Lorraine Irwin, Judith Baunton, Elaine Lynskey, Jackie Heiford and Joy Mitchell.


Lorna: "A daughter of the gods, divinely tall,


And most divinely fair." Kino; "Tis only when they spring to heaven that angels


Reveal themselves to you." Ann: "A harmless, necessary cat." Joy: "When youth is fallen, there's hope the young may rise,


But fallen age forever hopeless lies."


Anita: "A pleasant smiling cheek, a speaking eye."


Jackie: "Action is transitory—a step, a blow."


Lorraine: "O small beginnings, ye are great and strong."


Bridget: "... steady wins the race."


Judith:" . . . Rightly to be great."


Elaine: "New honours come upon her."
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Track And Field




National Success


Many good performances were recorded at the provincial and national championships by V.U.W. athletes. Among those featuring were: Ian McAusland, John Hawkes, Laurie Croxon, Malcolm Brooker, Dave Beauchamp, Mary Holderness, Janet Davies, Graham Kitchen, Colin Berger, Jeanette Buckland and Frank Duncan.


The Club has been stronger this year principally because of the weekly meetings held on Thursday nights at Boyd-Wilson Field throughout the summer months. In this respect a word of thanks should be given to John Rise borough for the way he has started and judged events.


Team trips to Hastings and Palmerston North were very successful and it is hoped that they will become annual affairs.
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Tournament Prospects


As far as Tournament is concerned, Victoria should field its strongest athletic team ever. In fact there is a distinct possibility of getting out of a fourth place rut (but whether into third or fifth place we can't say).


Those who could well take N.Z.U. titles are: John Hawkes (hurdles), Ian McAusland, Dave Beauchamp (880 yards and mile), Laurie Croxon (long jump), P. Von Dadelzen (high jump), Mary Holderness (field events) and Janet Davies (hurdles and long jump). But many others in the Team must be conceded a good chance in their events—they know who they are!


The Tournament Athletics Meeting is being held at the Basin Reserve on April 16, so don't forget to turn out and cheer your team to ... perhaps even victory?
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Yachting Now An Official Tournament Sport


This year yachting becomes an official tournament sport, and the V.U.W. Yacht Club hopes to celebrate the occasion by making the yachting at Easter a truly memorable event. The races will be sailed on the Paremata Harbour in conjunction with the annual Paremata Easter Regatta, the largest four-day regatta in New Zealand, attracting about 150 boats of all classes.


Idle Along class yachts will be used for Tournament. These are two-man boats in light or moderate breeze, but require a crew of three in heavy weather. Crews are entered from Auckland, Victoria, Canterbury, Otago and Massey, the last being a newcomer to the sport. Boats are changed for each race so that five races will be necessary to give the crews a turn in each boat. Two races will be held on Saturday, one on Sunday morning, and two on Monday. The University craft may easily be distinguished from other regatta boats by a large "U" on the mainsail as well as the normal "I" class symbol.


The crew from Victoria: T. Brandon (skipper), R. Moody and E. Slyfield (crew).
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Defence Rifles


The shooting team has lost four of last year's record-breaking team. But team members, after practicing regularly, are confident of keeping the Haslam Shield in Wellington for another year.


Team captain and N.Z.U. sharpshooter is 
Graham Ward, a 1959 Victoria Blue.


A dark horse, but one a great deal is expected of, is fresher 
Alan Walker.


Veteran social shooter is 
Tony Knight, a N.Z.U, representative last year.


Two team members, 
Bruce 
Mansell and 
Pete Bennett, just missed making last year's team and are all out to avenge their omission.


Another veteran, from Canterbury University, is 
Phil Collins. A one-time Blue, he turns in a good performance when not suffering from acute 'Tournament Hangover.'


Last place is being shot out by 
Noel Ashley and 
Ian Hoggard, another veteran from C.U.
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This year 
Salient introduces a Service Page for students. We have, we hope, provided a full list of the goods and services you will be needing this year. Freshers especially should find it useful. By shopping with the downtown firms which advertise on this page you will be returning some of the goodwill they have shown to students.


By using this page you will have a better chance in the long run of getting value for what you spend.







Accomplishment




Margaret O'Connor


Studio of Ballroom and Latin-American 
[
unclear: Danting]. A school of dancing which asks its pupils to study assiduously and offers expert individual or group tuition. The basic course is 5 half-hour lessons, but there is no limit to what can be learned. Phones 45-818 (8) and 52-975 (H).







Adornment




Sportswear Models


A fine place in Lambton Quay between the Cable Car and Whitcombe & Tombs. The best range of 
[
unclear: dre] and coats in town, attractively displayed.




Carter's Wool Shop


About half-way along Willis Street. Vary smooth-flowing silent wool for knitting during lectures. Muffled needles sold. Seriously though, specialists, with the best range of plys and colours in town.




Sports Haven


Opp. the Grand Hotel in Willis Street, below street level. An excellent range of mix-and-match separates–slacks, skirts, blouses, overblouses, sweaters, etc. Skirts with matching three-quarter coats are new. Suede coats and sports jackets, casual and charming. Also at 137 Cubs Street. For students only–7½% discount on presentation of Library Card.


Discount does not apply to Sales.







Black Coffee




Anne Barri


112 Willis Street, a little way down from the Hotel St. George corner on this side. A smoothly sculptured stair leads to a room above a shoe shop. Fine for daytime drinking. Cons coffee.




Symposium


At Vivian St. and Cuba St. corner, next to Wellington Taxis. Decor of theatre programmes and exciting poster. Hot waitles, toasted sandwiches, interesting drinks. Nightly from 8 p.m., including Saturday and Sunday, but not Tuesday.—Lucy and Pat Craddack.




The Sheridan


Upstairs in Herbert Street, off Manners Street. On one side of a partition, coffee and fruit juices, on the other, dancing nights, 6/-.







Books




Modern Books Ltd.


At 48a Manners Street, a co-operative bookshop. Buying a single share (£1) entitles you to 10% discount on all titles for life. Great varity of stock includes French and Russian material. Any book ordered from anywhere in the world–delay about two months.




Phoenix Books


Half-way along Willis Street. The bulk of the stock Penguins, plus selected American educational titles–probably the best representation in town of really good paper-backs. Useful references in Pelican, espacilly for English, History, Philosophy, Paychology.




S.C.M. Bookroom


At 102 Lambton Quay, Phone 43-910. Religious books of all descriptions, e.g., theological, devotional, church history – and children's.




Sweet & 
Maxwell (N.Z.) 
Ltd.


54 
The Terrace. Carry A Complete Range Of Student Booksin Commerce And Law.



Price Lists Available On Request.




Technical Books Ltd.


At 81 Ghurnee Street in To Aro. Most easily found by taking a Karori bus to the City. Stocks prescribed texts in each 
Science subject at each Stage, and valuable references.


Also obtain any books to order quickly. Geography students ! Try Technical Books in Ascot House, Ghuznee Street, 
First. "Geography Of Man" available in three differnt edition to suit your pocket–1st and 2nd editions, or good used copies. Other texts also in stock, less 10% discount.







Men's Wear




Hallenstein Bros Ltd.


In Lambton Quay, hard by the Cable Car Lane. Offer men's wear exclusively–durable stuffs at good prices. Unviversity blazers at 66.19.6. Weir blazers at £8.0.0. Also made to measure if required.




Jack Lannigan's 
Trouser Centre


At 5 Willis Street. Everything to be know about trousers known here. Take your choice of styles and fabrics, take your choice of prices. 268 fittings.







Open Slather


Suggestions for additions to this.page are welcome. If there is any need of yours not covered on this page, or any good firm not recommended, please drop a line to the Advertising Manager, "Salient", Students' Ass. Office.







Outstanding Occasions



Ralph Wllkin


At 86 Manners St., opp. the Rageni The aire, Tel. 40-529. For Capping, Tournament, Law, Commerce and Miscellaneous Balls, a good dress suit hire service, with individual service and/or alterations. For the exhibitionist—costumes to hire. Go wild, man.




Central Park Cabaret



Dine And Dance



Supper And Dance



Tony Noorts Orchestra


Featuring the electronic console organ floor shows, vocalists. Ideal for all your social functions.


Phones: 50-590 or 58-000/6033.




Poole Florist


At 48 Manners Street. Manager, David Anyon, artist. Sprays for Capping Ball, flowers for grads, partners and possibly mother. A tendency to give flowers is a pleasant attribute in a man.







Party-Going




Grey Cabs


Curiously enough, they come in various shades of fawn. But they come. They have a reputation for responding soonest to telephone calls. After the ball or the party . . .


56-900.




Reginald Collins Ltd.


In Ballance Street, by the waterfront. Wholesale wine and spirit people. Vintners to Stud. Ass. Especially of interest are T.M.V. sweet and dry wines, sold by the flagon, which go well at a party. Also Vin Ordinaire—a dry red table wine at 5/6 quart. Minimum order 2 gallons.







Prudence




The Bank Of New Zealand


Comes a degree. Comes a wife, child and bank accoun. Get in early with a BNZ cheque account. Pay by cheque. Get the record of your statement. Control your spending.







Radios & 
Records




The Record Shop


At 102 Lambton Quay. Exists only to supply records. Classical, Jazz, Vocal, Orchestral, Shows, Drama, Verse, anything you like. Upstairs.







Soothing Balms




Brian Jackson Ltd., Chemists


In Farish Street, clearly visible from Manners Street. For women, cosmetics and beautifying varnishes. For men, combs and, recently, manly deodorants. And, of course, medicines and prescriptions and cameras. Produce your Library Card.




J. B. Porath, Chemist


In the T. & G. Builfing, opp. Cable Car Lane. A most handy shop with the usual range of soaps, cosmetics, ointments and soothing baims. Prompt prescription service.







Coiffeur




Central Booksellers Ltd.


Next door to Qantas Corner in Featherston


Street. Downstairs a magazine shop, upstairs smart haircutting, personal attention, and a standard of hairdressing erliably good.




Gilbert's Beauty Shop


In Willis Street above S. P. Andrew's near Stewart Dawson's Corner. Hair styles for girls. Highly individual attention and plenty of ideas.




James Soteros, Hairdresser


In Manners Street, beside the Office. An entirely new, well-designed little saloon with 3 chairs and a good standard of cutting. Continental haircuts a specialty. Tatts tickets.







Drinking




Barrett's Hotel



At the bottom of the Plimmer Steps. Handy to the 'Varsity, to eating places and shops. Students and student teachers found here. Only bar in town with a choice of beers on top. Red Band Draught and Tui Draught.




Hotel St. George


Nearest to the University, on the corner of Willis and Manners Streets. Many like the Back Bar. Never too crowded and comfortably twilit. Handy to eating places. Red Band Draught, drawn from a refrigerated tank room.







Getting About




City Transport


A network covered by trams, diesel buses and trolley buses, will take you anywhere in the City. Timetables can be procured at the Lambton Quay and Courtenay Place Terminals at 6d. per copy. The sight-seeing tours are truly remarkable and will make you familiar with the terrain of Wellington. Telephone 42-719 for further information.







Inner Man




The California


In Willis Street, near Stewart Dawson's


Corner, and




The Missouri


In Lambton Quay, opp. the D.I.C. Two of a kind. Good food cooked with a light touch. Just the place for business girls. The salads are special. Price good.




Monde Marie


4 Roxburgh Street, off Marjoribanks Street, past the Embassy Theatre. Serves a delectable plat du jour at 3/6. Home-made cakes. Coffee, of course. Praiseworthy.




Nanking Cafe


In Willis Street, hard by the Hotel St. George. A good place to become acquainted with Chinese food. Try Chicken Chow Mein, for instance, with China Tea to follow. Grills also. Prices good.







Keep Fit Department




Jenkins Gym


22 Manners Street. Toughen up for the football season, loosen up for the cricket season, tone up for the swotting season. Personal individual tuition. There is a significant reduction in fees for groups of four or more. This is a special, for students only, and Library Cards must be produced.




The Sports Depot


(Witcombe & Caldwell)


Half-way along Willis Street. Long-standing connection with University sport. Every one of Vic's twenty-four sports catered for here. All contingencies provided for.







Zeal




Coulls, Somerville, Wilkie Ltd.


For all stationery requirements. Drafting equipment and architectural supplies a specially. 178 Featherston Street (opp. C.P.O.)., and also 178 Lambton Quay, Wellington.




Watson Victor Ltd.


16 The Terrace. Phone 42-095. Angla-poise lamps, drawing instruments, precision slide rules, etc. Serving science for over 70 years. Watvic offers students the most comprehensive range of scientific equipment.







Cinema


"
Laughter in Paradise"


At the Princess Theatre (Kerridge-Odeon). An English comedy made about 1955, with Alec Guinness, Georgy Cole and the like. Very fair entertainment.



"A Hale in the Head"


Coming to the Majestic Theatre (Kerridge Odeon). As usual with Frank Capra films, somewhat sentimental, but brilliantly comic as well. Edward G. Robinson is seen in a comedian's role. Frank Sinatra is as offhand as ever.



"The Golden Age of Comedy"


Coming to an Amalgamated Theatre An incredibly fine collection of sequences from the one and two-reeler comedies of Hal Roach and Mack Sennett. Performers include Ben Turpin, Will Rogers. The Keystone Cops, Charlie Chase and Laurel and Hardy. Here at last is a fair representation of the mad inventiveness and superb VISUAL comedy of 35 years ago !



"South Pacific"


At the Kings Theatre (Amalgamated). Your very first show in Todd-AO. Opinions of the film vary, but it is intermittently good, and the new medium has interest. Preceded by an impressive Todd-AO short.
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Half-way along Willis Street. Long-standing connection with University sport. Every one of Vic's twenty-four sports catered for here. All contingencies provided for.
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Coulls, Somerville, Wilkie Ltd.


For all stationery requirements. Drafting equipment and architectural supplies a specially. 178 Featherston Street (opp. C.P.O.)., and also 178 Lambton Quay, Wellington.




Watson Victor Ltd.


16 The Terrace. Phone 42-095. Angla-poise lamps, drawing instruments, precision slide rules, etc. Serving science for over 70 years. Watvic offers students the most comprehensive range of scientific equipment.
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Cinema


"
Laughter in Paradise"


At the Princess Theatre (Kerridge-Odeon). An English comedy made about 1955, with Alec Guinness, Georgy Cole and the like. Very fair entertainment.



"A Hale in the Head"


Coming to the Majestic Theatre (Kerridge Odeon). As usual with Frank Capra films, somewhat sentimental, but brilliantly comic as well. Edward G. Robinson is seen in a comedian's role. Frank Sinatra is as offhand as ever.



"The Golden Age of Comedy"


Coming to an Amalgamated Theatre An incredibly fine collection of sequences from the one and two-reeler comedies of Hal Roach and Mack Sennett. Performers include Ben Turpin, Will Rogers. The Keystone Cops, Charlie Chase and Laurel and Hardy. Here at last is a fair representation of the mad inventiveness and superb VISUAL comedy of 35 years ago !



"South Pacific"


At the Kings Theatre (Amalgamated). Your very first show in Todd-AO. Opinions of the film vary, but it is intermittently good, and the new medium has interest. Preceded by an impressive Todd-AO short.
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Recently at a meeting of the Resident Executive of NZUSA a proposal was made that there be an annual seminar held, say, at Massey College on Queen's Birthday weekend to discuss problems and topics of student interest—hostels, bursaries, race relations and so on. Students could be nominated by their respective executive committees, say ten or fifteen from each.







Interesting Proposal


The proposal is an interesting one. It would be an extension of a number of traditional and worthwhile activities which already take place regularly in the student world in New Zealand. We have Congress at Curious Cove every year, and two sports tournaments comprising all the usual sporting activities of two seasons. On a more serious side we have the full council meetings of N.Z.U.S.A., held concurrently with tournaments, where the general policy of the Association is decided scene dominated by these activities, but the local scene is tremendously enlivened by the numerous sporting, social and intellectual clubs which form the basis of extra-curricular activity under the aegis of the autonomous local associations.







Airing Serious Problems


But with few of these activities do serious problems and topics receive the airing some of us think they should receive. Some of the clubs and societies have federated, such as the university radical clubs and international and law societies, for example, and they form opinion. The administrative bodies are, of course, strictly "utilitarian." Perhaps nowhere else than in the Congresses at Curious Cove are wider and more significant issues discussed in the best possible environment and atmosphere The proposed seminar at Queen's Birthday weekend would be a winter supplement, so to speak, of Congress, though none the less independent.







Disadvantages


The disadvantages of such a winter gathering would stem from the shortness of the a mere three days, although this could be to some extent overcome by full preparation and by maximum utilization of the time available— and remember that in the coolnees of winter our brains will probably be ticking over somewhat more effectively than in the lazy heat of summer—and by a strict limitation of the number of topics to be discussed in the programme. There may be a few difficulties on the organising side, for example, who decides what is to be discussed, whether there should be prepared papers—in which as a siminar session would be much like a Congress session. But difficulties aside we could begin to look upon this proposed seminar as a warranted extension of national student activities, helping towards a fuller knowledge of each other as students and as an instrument for greater co-operation and mutual understanding. I do realise, and the reader will no doubt think too, that such terms as these are all too often bandied about and seem to have little meaning in the face of events. But if this seminar were established it would go some little way to give such statements more meaning—in the student world at least.







Many Overseas Seminars


In the sphere of international student co-operation a number of seminars such as the proposed one take place annually in various countries. An Asian Regional Cooperation Seminar at which New Zealand is being represented by three students is at the present time being held in Malaya. This seminar is however more concerned with student politics. Our proposed seminar would be concerned not with student politics as these are adequately discussed at the Council meetings twice a year, but with serious intellectual and educational topics which bear on us as students and citizens. Take bursaries for instance. Should we regard them as a right which it is the duty of the government to provide, or as a privilege, to be distributed on merit only—in other words how far should the welfare intrude into university education? Or take race relations. In recent months this subject has become most controversial because of the decision made by the Rugby Union on selection of All Blacks, and we have become even more aware that racial problems exist right here at home. These and many other subjects, controversial or otherwise, could be profitably discussed at the seminar.







The Student Press


I should have mentioned earlier one other medium of communication and contact between students—the student newspapers. Controversial subjects are often given much space in these pages and can give student opinion a direction. But a seminar brings in the personal element and rejoinder and comment can flow freely.


—D.G.J.
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Jottings from the last Executive meeting: Monday, March 21.





Dunce's Cap For Somebody


Fifty per cent. of Executive were late. But they had their excuses ready. There had been no agenda sent to them; no minutes of the last meeting either. Let's hope it doesn't happen again.







A Hearty Constitution


A letter was received from the New Zealand School of Pharmacy. They want to borrow a copy of Victoria's Constitution to help in the formulating of their own. They must fall over backwards for constitutional wrangles! Executive decided to send a copy—complete with warning.







Anyone Seen The "Mayor's Office"?


A reproachful letter came from the Town Hall requesting the return of two notices removed during the Orientation Ball. One came from outside the Traffic Office; the other, worse still, bore the legend "Mayor's Office." "
Salient" is watching a certain flat in Kelburn. If these notices are not forthcoming the Student Association will be paying for them out of funds—your funds.







Where Were They?


A complaint from the staff. No Executive members at the Arts Faculty evenings or the Rewi Alley talk. Both, incidentally, were sponsored by the Executive!







Transport Controller


No fear of the Transport Controller, appointed at the meeting, suffering from overwork, The extent of the portfolio: to run one whole rental van.







Davy And Flower Girls


Dave Davy introduced a strong motion to the effect that he didn't want to see flower girls at the next Capping ceremony. What trait in Davy's character, what complex from his post accounts for this strangely neurotic behaviour?
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Procession Day is May 6 this year. Will it be the usual V.U.W. effort—one or two doing all the work the day before? —And the rest of 'Varsity openly demonstrating their apathy in public, wearing Victoria scarves and blazers and openly commenting caustically about the low standard of processions in general and University ones in particular.


In an all out effort to combat the many problems this year's Procession Committee has started work early and has prepared a series of "Guff Sheets." The first in the series is now available. It shows how keen groups and individuals can be underway by Easter.




[image: Dutch Princess Beatrix (a student at the University of Leiden) riding in a University procession.]
Dutch Princess Beatrix (a student at the University of Leiden) riding in a University procession.









A Vicious Circle


Unfortunately, in Wellington, there is a problem non-existent in other centres. No one can dispute the cleavage that exists between Victoria and the community of Wellington. A cleavage that has been with us for some time, a cleavage that has widened with the years. Because of this a vicious circle is set into motion. Community apathy leads to student apathy which results in more community apathy. Result ... a poorer Procession every year. "Procesh" is diverted down back streets (how different it is in Canterbury and Otago) and a glum audience is no incentive.







Everyone Can Help


It's all very well complaining bitterly about community apathy but no solution. The only answer is more student interest. Everyone can help. If you don't belong to any club why not band together


with a few friends and sort something out. Remember that the Committee will help you . . . we have an idea for a series of six or seven tableaux. There should be no shortage of ideas . . . what with a certain wedding, a certain tour and a certain undignified scramble for seats in our House of Representatives.


If you don't belong to a single club, and don't possess a single friend don't despair. Be a one-man float. There's plenty of scope for ingenuity in this field.


So much for what you can do. The Committee is organising the usual Haka Party, a Capping Band and a "Marching Team."


But you won't be seeing anything unless the law is abided by. Procession Committee law that runs something like this;—


(1) That unless any group wishing to build a float supplies the Committee with a good outline of their float, plus their material requirements at least seven days before Procesh (i.e. by April 29) they shall not be eligible to enter.


(2) That if there are not at least twelve (12) floats registered by that day then Procesh shall be cancelled.





D. W. Hinch,

Weir House,
Procession Controller.
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Tonic


"Another gin and tonic?" "Please, Michael." She handed him the glass. He began to walk quite slowly to the other end of the room where the drinks were laid out on a cabinet.


"The celling is far too low in here."


"Yes, it makes it so hot, you can see the smoke clawing to get out!"


A large good-natured woman burst into laughter as he passed her group.


"Why! There's Michael. How are you, my dear?" This was addressed to him by another lady, sitting on the edge of a chair. "You do look well," she continued, "I haven' seen you since my operation last May."


Before he could smile or utter acknowledgement, she had turned to her admirer and was telling him all about the grimness of a hernia.


"... a seering pain in the abdomen; I couldn't move and thought my end had come, but Dr. Scott—do you know him? . . ."


He had moved on and the words were lost to him.



One gin and tonic for madam; and for you, sir? Well, let me see —I'll have another rum and coke? A what? Better make it a scotch


He had reached the cabinet and the drinks but had not lifted a bottle, trying to decide upon his own drink.


"Faltering, old chap? Go on. Have all you like 'cause this is a real good party!"



Obnoxious person that, my host


He poured the drinks, at the same time overhearing:


"... realism no longer seems the order of the day. It's all this expressionistic stuff ..."


"Impressionistic, you mean."


"No, Expressionistic, that's what I mean! It's the sort of painting Buffet and Season do . . . "


"Cezanne," interrupted the same detestable man.


"Melvyn, you're too quick to correct. Now don't he so sure of yourself or you'll look stupid one day," said a soft-voiced maiden (for that was how he, Michael, visualised her).


"Oh, let him be. He's not always right, and I know he was wrong about expressionistic."



Pride is thy folly, man, pride and blustering ignorance


He picked up the glasses and started across the room.


"... Edward, I tell you the brim of her hat was as large and as black as the ..."


" . . . it is the most ridiculous thing I've heard. You can't call that policy . . . "


" . . . . damned if the old chap didn't nip it in the bud ..."


" . . . and her, a lady of some breeding ..."



Talk, talk, abortive talk! Words are meant to be the grace enlightening mankind, but these people will finish up with nothing but punctured tongues


"Michael, there you are; you rushed off just as I was saying how well you look."


"Thank you. I can't stop ..."


"Oh, but do tell me what you've been up to, Michael? Discovering any more vases and relies lately?"


"Ha, ha. No, nothing really, just pottering. But you must excuse me."


"Michael! Don't rush away like that, it's so . . ."



Why must family friends try to seem interested in me. They're not. Nor I in them—Damn!


"Sorry." He had bumped unavoidably into a stout lady.


"Just missed my new dress, the clumsy . . . !"



You're too broad, woman


Now a little annoyed, he stopped by the group he had left a few minutes ago and considered the babbling around him.


"My drink, Michael. How sweet of you, thank you "


She smiled fleetingly at him as she look her glass and turned to hear her friends talking. Her name was Elizabeth, but he didn't yet know if he cared about that. He leaned toward her, touching her arm lightly, and asked what they were talking about. The reply was sharp, a little irritated.


"Sh! Mrs Thornton. Now be quiet."



Elizabeth is her name is it? No, I don't care


He edged forward where he could hear the conversation clearly.


"Her last journey to Italy was fascinating; she told me all about it," said an admirably dressed older woman whose name he learnt was Mrs Westoby. "She visited all those marvellous classical ruins and spent a lot of time with the ambassador and his friends. There is quite a gathering of English people in Italy, you know, posted in Naples and Rome as military attaches, government officials and civil servants. Mrs Thornton made many new friends and saw all the different places."


"She has been there so many times. I doubt if there is anything new for her to see," observed Colonel Masters.


"Oh, I know, but she has such fun."



Mrs Westoby! This woman under consideration I know only too well. Let me assure you that she is incapable of enjoying herself. Italy, after all, is a place of monuments — beautiful, grand monuments that boast haughtily of a magnificent civilisation; whose emperors bowed to nothing but the beauty and the grandeur of its literature and art. Italy is a country of sensuous pleasures, pizza and monuments, and these should be enjoyed, not the English people gathered like flies around dung
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"She travels so much, I think she must have visited every European capital," said Mr Goring lifting a cigar to his mouth and inhaling.


"Oh. to go to Paris and see and buy some of those glorious dresses and smell its perfumes!" Elizabeth's face lit up eagerly with her own words.



Elizabeth? I don't care


"I wonder why she travels so much; it's like a mania like a disease. You can hardly ever see her at home for more than two months before she is off again," announced Mr Goring.


"She's terribly interested in where she goes, you know; she brings back souvenirs galore," chimed in Mrs Westoby.



and is that to be commended? Souvenirs should not be trinkets bought from pedlars. They should be memories of smells, tastes, sights and feelings. In France, they are the memories of braised snails, old streets and sweet white wines; in Spain, they are the bull-fights and cheap hotels; they are the smell of snowy mountains and the aroma of soft-pine woods in Austria. These are souvenirs, souvenirs of life, which compose all memory; these are worth bringing back, and it is these that draw us back to a country again. But 
She is no more interested in them than the bee in honeyless flowers


"But Goring is right. Travel is a mania for her and it is difficult to justify, you know," said Colonel Masters, whose military training demanded every act's justification. "I believe she is running away."


"From what? From herself?" ashed Elizabeth. "No, I can't believe it; she is such a sparkling person, always cheerful and full of praise. Take her parties. Aren't they always the most enjoyable?"



Are there so few people who can distinguish between the affected and the sincere? Do we ail go around deceiving and being deceived without anyone finding out? Of course not. Only Elizabeth and her kind will go on seeing her as she pretends to be. Her every movement is calculated escape


"Yes, I believe it is from herself she is trying to run away," asserted the colonel.



This is the first suggestion of truth you have yet spoken. But continue, Colonel. What is she afraid of? What does she run from? Tell them. Tell them how empty her existence is. Tell them how each party she gives is an attempt to fill her emptiness, how she hopes each journey will give her an ounce of substance to which she can cling so that she can say she has lived


"Some say, I'm afraid, that she gets on very badly with her husband," apologised Mr Goring.


"Do you blame her? He is almost twice her age and, because he has always been rich, he has given her very little else beside money," said Mrs Westoby with a hint of pity in her voice. "To a woman like Mrs Thornton, money isn't everything."



If that remark were an arrow aimed at a bull's eye, how badly you would have missed, Mrs Westoby!


"And there are some nasty rumours going around about her, you know," continued Mrs Westoby.


"Oh, I know," said Mr Goring, "quite scandalous. Such things shouldn't be allowed rampant; they damage anyone's character."


"What are they?" inquired Elizabeth, "what are they?"


"Well, they're not at all nice." Mr Goring lowered his voice "They say she has a lover in every port."


"What! How do they know?" cried Elizabeth.


"Hush, my dear, you're attracting attention," warned Colonel Masters.


"What are these people, Goring, that say this sort of thing?"


"Gossip spreaders. . ."


"Do you mean to say she has been unfaithful?" interrupted Elizabeth.


"Yes. Elizabeth, that's what I meant."


"How terrible. But, Mr Goring, tell me more. Oh not because I will spread this around, but because I'm interested you understand."



Vulture, Elizabeth, you vulture


"Mrs Thornton is supposed to have several lovers in all the countries she goes to," explained Mrs Westoby. "and they are all students or young men starting off in life."


"Men younger than herself? But this is intolerable."



Colonel Masters, you are surprised? What would you do had you married a person your senior by 25 years? The little passion there was wimpered nut soon after they married. A woman childless and unloved, how else could she live but adulterously? She is disappointed; her idea of home, family and marriage was destroyed long ago
. And what fullness can there be in life if it is not based on ideas?


"Is she running away from her husband too?" asked Elizabeth. "Do you think so. Colonel Masters?"


"I don't really know. I suppose she must be."


"Or does something flow deeper than all this?" reflected Mr Goring.


"What do you mean?" inquired Elizabeth.


"Her travel and her lovers may only be symptoms of a principle responsible for her behaviour, causing her to act as she does," theorised Mr Goring.


"Now you're dabbling in psychology, old boy," said Colonel Masters, sipping his whisky.


"I know, but it is the only way to explain escapism."


"If you would like to know what I think I think Mrs Thornton has never got what she wanted," said Mrs Westoby. "I mean, if I go into a shop I know what sort of thing I want; if they don't have it, it's too bad, but I can well imagine how someone who does not get what they want would feel."


"Oh yes, especially if it is as important as marriage," said Elizabeth enthusiastically.



Shut up, Elizabeth


Surprised at this thought, he looked at his glass and saw that it was empty; he wondered if the six drinks that he had had were not making him a little drunk and abusive.


"You think, Mrs Westoby that we can say Mrs Thornton is disillusioned?" enquired Mr Goring.


"Very much so," the other replied. She is indeed disillusioned, and by travelling, and, eh, that other thing, she is making up for what she missed in her early life. And I think she is succeeding."
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My god, Mrs Westoby, do you really believe that Shelagh who is disillusioned can convince herself by pretending as she does? Disillusionment is not dispelled by further illusion. It can only be dispelled when it is recognised for what it is; acceptance is the first phase of reconstruction, and She 


lagh hasn't learnt this yet. I should know, she loved me once


He stepped into the midst of the group.


"You're blind and stupid. All of you!" Michael burst into words. It was too late to recoil; the insult had done its damage and he must go on to explain. "Mrs Thornton never understood what she wanted, don't you see that? She wished to live a woman's life, married, caring for a home and children, with money in her possession. But her ideas of this life were no better than abstractions. She never saw herself giving love as mother and wife, nursing sick children and looking after her tired husband. Children beaming with joy at the coin, the delight of a man's hand on her body—these images had no place in her mind. Her life became no more than that of a lone wanderer and a walking shadow. It was based upon nothing; it found no pattern in the unrealities of thought that could make it real. It is insensitive and irresponsible, for she possesses no standards of behaviour and happiness by which to live. And if you don't possess these things how will you appreciate doing and receiving kindness? How will you know the meaning of experience—the affection when two people talk on intimate terms, of the sweetness of purple heather? Will you ever know any moment of time as a moment of eternity? No, you won't . . . And that is the way Shelagh Thornton lives ... Her soul is dead, dried up, dehydrated . . . crinkled . . . life's gifts are many . . . She wants . . . wants . . . "


The faces around him were shocked. They were indistinguishable, but he knew they were shocked. They looked at him with scrutiny and amazement. Was he distraught? Was he well? Each asked these questions and it was only a minute of delayed silence before the mouths opened and cried confusedly:


"The man is drunk . . . "


"I have never been so insulted. Who is he ... ?"


"Is he mad?"


"Must be a psychologist ..."


"Drunk you know, absolutely drunk ..."


"How strange! Would you believe it? But some people are peculiar, aren't they. Oh, your glass is empty. What will you have?"


"Gin and tonic, please."
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Some Cafeteria Pointers


• Under completely new management.


• All food prepared on the premises.


• The most reasonable prices ever.


• Three-course Dinner for 3/6.


• Best ever hours of service —8 a.m. to 8 p.m.


• Specal facilities for Clubs and Societies.
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University "Status Seekers"




—continued from page 7


distinguished by their Old Schools and Colleges, their cars which they occasionally race so elegantly, their genuine love of sports.


They are generally fine leaders, combining poise and leadership in the most sophisticated fashion, they find doing this very easy because they see so clearly their innate superiority, and possibly feel a littel sorry for the bumbling majority who haven't had their opportunities. This group deserves the greatest sympathy, if only because they have had so few opportunities.







Power Is All


Finally, we come to the smallest group of all, those who want the status in their own minds which can be derived only from power. These people are generally smooth administrators, as ruthless with themselves as with their less talented underlings, and always respected because they get things done.


They are also extremely dangerous because they make their administration an end in itself and have few coherent ideas of where they want to go.
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Finally, we come to the smallest group of all, those who want the status in their own minds which can be derived only from power. These people are generally smooth administrators, as ruthless with themselves as with their less talented underlings, and always respected because they get things done.
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Crowded Course At Tui Glen


Perfect weather gave the Golf Club a fine start for 1960. The first Club Day was held at the Tui Glen course, Wainuiomata, on Sunday, March 20.


Fifty-five members attended, filling the nine-hole course to its maximum. In fact, playing became a little dangerous in parts of the course where fairways overlap.


Twenty or so members received coaching in the morning. In the afternoon they were grouped with more experienced players for match play.


The afternoon round was also the qualifying round for the first V.U.W. Golf Championships. Good conditions made good scoring possible, but mediocre green partly nullified any advantages. The 16 qualifiers scored from 76-92 ... a greater range than expected. However, five members broke 80 for the round.


First round championship matches were played at Paraparaumu on Saturday, April 7.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: An organ of student opinion at Victoria University, Wellington. Vol. 23, No. 3. Monday, April 11, 1960

Can You Sing ..




Can You Sing ...


Can You Act ...


Have You a Toothpaste Grin ...?


If teh answer is No! then there's a place for you in "Extrav 1960."


At least a dozen bods (sex optional) are needed as stooges and for the chorus line. anyone and for the chorus line. Anyone interested is invited to present themselves at the Little Theatre next Thusday evening at 7.30., or Sunday afternoon 2 p.m.
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Can A Politician Be A Christian?



Can A Politician Be A Christian? or must a politician disregard all religious principles, and the voices of his conscience? A Christian can be a politician — but at the expense of much mental conflict. Mr Hudson outlined to the students the difficulties which he had personally encountered in his lifetime. Mr Hudson was a member of the House of Commons for 20 years and is therefore in a position to discuss such matters concerning religion and politics.


Among things discussed were the licensing laws of England, New Zealand, and the violation of licensing laws by night clubs.


Only one question was raised after the talk: and it concerned the All Blacks Issue. Mr Hudson thinks the question is very hard to answer. He thinks, however, we should not let economical and financial considerations influence our opinions and actions.


—(B.T.M.).










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: An organ of student opinion at Victoria University, Wellington. Vol. 23, No. 3. Monday, April 11, 1960

The Russian Scene — Manners, Komrade!





The Russian Scene

 
Manners, Komrade!


(Quotes and comments about the 
U.S.S.R.)


Should your head begin to itch, or your nose run, use something other than your fingers.


Don't drink your tea from a saucer, even if it's hot.


Don't bite off bread from the loaf by the hunks.


It isn't enough if you just polish your shoes before leaving the house. Occasionally you have to change your stockings, too.


Not only your suit has to be clean. The condition of your underclothes also deserves some attention


When in the theatre eat in the lobby or in your box. Otherwise you might soil the clothes of the person sitting next to you.


Pyjamas are only considered proper apparel if the shirt is worn too.


When walking with a woman she should be kept on the right, only in the case of military personnel may she walk on the left out of respect for the uniform.


Should a woman ask you to sit next to her on a sofa, don't accept the invitation—sit on a chair.


—Taken from "Towards Healthy Living" by N. S. Gordienko, Moscow, 1956.


—A publication of the Moscow Slate Publishing House.'
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Cafeteria Quibble



The new Cafeteria contractors are finding difficulty in maintaining a continuous supply of crockery available particularly during rush hours. So please don't take cups and platen out into the wind. Take them to the common room by all means, but make sure you return them to the Cafeteria.




R. G. Ward,



(Cafeteria Liaison Officer)
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Christian Science Lecture


Divine healing is coming to be more generally recognised as of the greatest benefit to mankind in coping with sickness and other everyday problems, Claire Rauthe of Los Angeles California, told an audience here at a lunch-hour lecture on Friday, April 8.


International interest among church groups in divine healing— healing through spiritual understanding of God—is a tacit acknowledgment, Mrs Rauthe said, that Christians should heal the sick.


But, she added, not until the allness of God and the nothingness of matter are actually understood "can scientific, spiritual healing be practised."


Mrs Rauthe is currently on extended tour as a member of The Christian Science Board of Lectureship. She spoke in the Lecture Theatre, Easterfield Building, at the invitation of the University's Christian Science Organisation.
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Fiji Students' Association Club Meets


The Fiji Students' Association Club held its first annual general meeting at the lecture hall of the Public Library on March 23, 1960. Despite rain, the attendance was good—about 30 students attending.
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When To Retire





When will Mr Nash retire?



This seems to be a forbidden question in the Labour Party and in the Press. However, it must be occupying the minds of politicians quite as much as those of the rest of us. As it is, most New Zealand Prime Ministers or party leaders have left office in rather unhappy circumstances. Not one New Zealand Prime Minister has managed a graceful or orderly retirement while in office. The possible exception is Sir Sidney Holland in 1957, but even in this case there is evidence that some pressure had to be used by the National Party. Most other Prime Ministers who retired did so in circumstances that were unhappy for themselves, the country, or both.
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Died in "Harness"


Some of New Zealand's greatest leaders have died in office. These, notably Massey, Seddon and Savage, took great amounts of work on themselves and found it hard to delegate authority. It certainly seems to be a tradition for New Zealanders to work their public men very hard. This, noticed by Pember Reeves 60 years ago, still Persists. Seddon, in particular, gathered so much political power in his hands that it would have been very hard to let go or it in an orderly fashion as age crept on. However, his unexpected death in 1906 took care of that with tragic finality. In some cases Prime Ministers, for varying periods before their deaths, have been incapable of handling their work but unwilling or unable to give up. These cases have not received much publicity in New Zealand—nothing like the publicity given Ramsay MacDonald's breakup in McNeil Weir's "The Tragedy of Ramsay MacDonald," in England.


Massey, Ward and Savage all virtually died from their last illnesses while still in office, although Ward resigned a month before his death in July, 1930. Massey died from overwork and the strain of keeping afloat a shaky government, but his illness was purely physical in its effects. The same was apparently not so of Ward and Savage. Ward was an old man, who had been in Parliament off and on for 40 years and P.M. from 1903 to 1911, when he became P.M. once again after the totally unexpected Liberal victory of 1928. The Government was very weak, and the magic of Ward's name a big asset to it. Because of this, and the difficulty of finding a successor, Ward hung on for as long as he could. John A. Lee, who remembers him during this period, wrote "Sir Joseph had moments of extraordinary lucidity, alternating with moments wherein physical illness made it difficult for him to understand any political issue."


Savage's case was different. Rather autocratic in his control of the Labour Party, he had alienated those in it who opposed him on policy by refusing to accept caucus decisions in some matters, and by the time war broke out he was determined to have a showdown with them. The outbreak of the war also made it unwise to make political changes, and Savage stayed P.M. until his death, in March, 1940. The whole affair was tragic, for on the day of Savage's death John A. Lee had been expelled from the Party ostensibly for writing an article. "Psychopathology in politics," in which he had inferred that the Prime Minister had been mentally sick as a result of physical illness. Few people now doubt that this was to some extent true, but Lee's article raised a storm of protest from many not normally opposed to him, and his enemies secured his expulsion from the Party at the 1940 Easter Conference.


No one who has has kept up with Mr Nash's work and travels inside and outside New Zealand could doubt for a moment that he is fully fit to carry out his duties. However, he is 78, and it would be a tragedy if his career ended among whispers that he was "too old," or unable to handle his work. The chances are that Mr Nash will be sagacious enough to retire before such rumours start.






The National Party


The National Party had been much the more ruthless one in getting rid of Leaders who were unsuitable or tardy in stepping down and making room. In 1940 Adam Hamilton, a solid but uninspiring leader under whom National had lost two elections and looked set to lose another, was replaced by Sidney Holland after local branches had reported that the party could not win an election without a drastic facelift. Although Hamilton was not keen to go caucus decided decisively for Holland. The change made a great difference to party fortunes. In 1957, however, it was again "time for a change" in the opinion of many Nationalists. This opinion was perhaps not wholeheartedly shared by Sir Sidney himself. The "Manchester Guardian's" New Zealand correspondent wrote,
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"Delegates of the National Party today listened impassively as Mr Holland made his announcement and reserved the greatest applause for Mr Holyoake. Inevitably their reaction suggested that party pressure rather than the health issue had forced a decision on Mr Holland. That pressure has already led several stalwarts, including the Speaker, Sir Matthew Oram, and Mr J. N. Massey, son of a former Prime Minister to announce that they are not seeking reelection. The National Party intends to out away its dead-wood before the electorate decides to do so." Sir Sidney's departure was not as happy as it might have been, but it is the only example New Zealand has seen so far of a Prime Minister in office retiring gracefully and handing over power to a well-groomed successor.






The Lesson


The lesson for Mr Nash to draw is obvious. In the last 70 years four Prime Ministers have lost elections, no less than five have died in office, and only one has retired, and then under some pressure. The temptation fop a Prime Minister to remain in office indefinitely is obviously tremendous, but it is time someone broke the tradition that New Zealand public men must work until they drop. It would not be the least of Mr Nash's achievements if he were to set future Prime Ministers an example, when the time comes, of a graceful and orderly retirement.


—J.D.
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The lesson for Mr Nash to draw is obvious. In the last 70 years four Prime Ministers have lost elections, no less than five have died in office, and only one has retired, and then under some pressure. The temptation fop a Prime Minister to remain in office indefinitely is obviously tremendous, but it is time someone broke the tradition that New Zealand public men must work until they drop. It would not be the least of Mr Nash's achievements if he were to set future Prime Ministers an example, when the time comes, of a graceful and orderly retirement.


—J.D.
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by Sam





Old School Tie-Up


Dr. Ausubel in his book "The Fern and the Tiki" criticises our private school system. He found it "the most authoritarian tradition—bound and hierarchially organised of institutions in New Zealand society."


Does this explain why New Zealanders studying in the United States often find students there more original—thinking and forthright than students here.


It may be true too, that private school products here tend, after schooldays, to follow and consolidate rather than initiate in politics, the arts and some other fields where a little originality and rebelliousness is required.


* * *







Rock Or Rubbish


Lots of adults groan about their children's addiction to rock n' roll.


Their children might well groan about the music they hear most on the radio, and for which adults are responsible.


The Singing Commercials.


We prefer Elvis



* * *







Enlarge And Print


As yet the diameter of Mr Armstrong-Jones's navel has not been the subject of a newspaper feature. We expect it any day. We also want to know if he's ever had a pimple on his left ear, and the length of his left big toe.


* * *







Deadpan On Dead Elephant


Can any item produce a flicker of response in a B.B.C. news announcer? One recently announced that Russian delegates had made important contributions to the disarmament talks. Then, precisely the same dispassionate voice told that a British trawler had fished up a dead elephant.


* * *







Rangoon Rook?


The Asian influence is, it seems, increasing in Western art, architecture and fashions. Perhaps here lies the next happy hunting ground for Western popular music. It would surely be more acceptable than the "popular religious" wave reported to be rolling across the States' ether. Or the Caryl Chessman weepies said to be rolling in the dollars for their promoters.
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Film Fare



The Scotland Yard Series


By 
Edgar Lustgarten


Nowadays you can have a familiar face without being anyone particularly important. I ought to know; I've got a familiar face myself. Very seldom in the last few years have I walked more than a hundred yards along a busy street without somebody doing a double-take, or darting back in their tracks to make quite sure, or — in the chummier towns, like Manchester and Dublin — actually stopping me and warmly shaking hands.


"T.V. isn't it?" say some, "I know— 'Is This Your Problem?' " "T.V., isn't it?" says others, "yes, of course— 'Free Speech.'" But the majority simply say — "Pictures. Scotland Yard."



After 35 productions the now famous "Scotland Yard" series of action-thrillers still remain as popular as ever. They are regularly shown in no fewer than 63 countries of the world. Semi-documentary in approach, the crime stories are based on actual eases on the records at Scotland Yard.



A good deal of the appeal of the series lies in the popularity of Edgar Lustgarten, author, criminologist and broadcaster, who has set the scene and provided the authoritative commentary for every edition in the series.


Not really surprising, either. For this summer we made our 35th film in the 
Scotland Yard series, which is regularly shown all over the British Isles, all over Europe, and most places around the world.



Scotland Yard began for me with a telephone call from film man Stuart Levy. Stuart and I, as kids, used to follow the same football team, but it wasn't football that he wanted to discuss. He had an interesting idea; a series of "featurettes," each telling the story of a crime, founded upon fact and authentic in their detail. And because I was known publicly as a writer upon crime, and was known professionally as not being excessively camera-shy, they thought that I might suitably fill the role of story-teller.


That was—heavens, how time flies—in 1952. I found Stuart's suggestion irresistible. I had done lots of radio, and a little television, but no filming of any kind whatever—and, however much my teeth may chatter and my knees may knock, I welcome the challenge of doing something new. In next to no time I was "on the floor" at Merton Park, trying hard to look like a blase veteran.


I suppose I am a veteran now, but I am certainly not blase. I enjoy each succeeding film as if it were the first—while crossing my fingers, hoping that audiences will.


The cast first gets to work on the action script. Only when that Job is virtually completed, so that my narration can be neatly linked and dovetailed, do I receive my call to the studio, where in a very fair replica of my room at home, I do my "shots" in majestic solitude




[image: Photo of Edgar Lustgarten]


I myself would sum up the success story in a single word: Reality. The 
Scotland Yard films are never dressed up, dolled up, artificially slanted to get artificial thrills. They are (actual in origin, documentary in approach and cinemagoers accept and like them as examples of skilled visual reporting in a fascinating field of human behaviour—crime. Had they been more hothouse, more meretricious, in their appeal, I do not believe they would have kept their grip so firmly.
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One Of The Boys




Thirty of us in the office,



Fiftten of us in the pub,



But at the flat—



Ah, that



Is the rub;



There is only



Four of us ...



God—it's lonely!



—Tadpole.
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For The Jazz Fan


More than 40 attended the annual general meeting of the VUW Jazz Society on March 20. The following officers were elected: President, G. Murphy (second term); secretary-treasurer, W. Maughn; provisional committee, G. Girvan, R. Murphy, P. Webb and R. Furkett.


After the meeting the Jazz Society held its usual Sunday afternoon "jam" session. Throughout the year individual groups will give short concerts at these weekend sessions. Then group members will answer questions on jazz technique for the uninitiated.
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It would be reasonable to assume that a good 30 per cent. of grown people in a city such as Wellington, go to the movies less than once a week. It would be fair to say also, that of this enormous film-going public only about one person in 400 has. as his source of films, anything other than the commercial cinema.


Films are produced on such a mass scale that the public is overawed by their quantity and rarely stops to consider and appreciate their quality. People seldom see a movie with the intention of discussing it, as they would a book or a musical composition: they go to the cinema only to be entertained—to experience sensations in a unique manner and to utilise it as a form of escapism.


The movie as an art form is neglected; possibly people are ignorant that the movie is a form of art.


Certainly in this city it appears so. Only one person in four or five hundred is a member of some film society or group. Hence, it is probably accurate to say that about 5 per cent. of Wellington's film public is openly interested in the movie from an aesthetic and technical viewpoint.


In Wellington alone however, there are numerous cultural and educational groups which cater especially for people interested in the art and science of the movie.


To name three of these groups would not be incongruous here Firstly, the Wellington Film Society regularly screens first rate films—"Kameradschaft," "Battleship Potemkin." "The Birth of 
a Nation"—and also holds discussion meetings and a winter film school, at which prominent film authorities lecture. Secondly, there is a series of lectures on aspects of the film given by Catherine de la Roche, undoubtedly the doyen of New Zealand film critics. Finally, in the University itself, there is a film society which endeavours to screen important yet seldom seen films, films of documentary importance, foreign films and others.


The total output of these, and other groups combined (per annum) would represent at least one movie a week, 52 weeks of the year. There is in fact, operating side by side with the commercial cinemas and with a multitude of movies—seven-tenths of which constitute rubbish—a handful of organisations which attempt to present the film to the public as an art form.


It is an unfortunate fact, that these groups-are generally unknown to the public. This is so, primarily, because people do not want to appreciate films as films, and secondarily, people are unwilling to have their screenings arranged, to pay a subscription and to go out of their way to see good films. It is obvious enough: the public would prefer to read a shilling paperback rather than a novel by Wells or Huxley; it would prefer to see 15 seconds of Bardot's bosom rather than sit through 10 000 feet of cinematic artistry on celluloid.
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[
Maurice Clarke interviews 
Campoli]



Alfredo Campoli (rhymes with Napoli) goes to bed with his violin. When travelling he nurses it on his lap—never letting the instrument out of his sight. No wonder, either. Campoli's Stradivarius coat him £10,500. Only when the violin is closeted in its case, covered with zip-up bag, and locked in a hotel room will Campoli leave it unguarded.







New Zealand Audiences


"Wonderful, very fine," says Campoli of New Zealand audiences. Incidentally, the maestro's English accent belies his Italian origin. Mr Campoli claims to have visited very country in the world bear Japan and he is remedying that soon—to the tune of 16 concerts.


Campoli visited Russia in 1957 and 1958. His last concert at Tchaikowsky Hall was performed before Comrades Khruschev and Bulganin. Both claimed to be highly delighted.







Passion For Bridge


Bridge fiend Campoli admitted that he had had tittle time lately for his favourite pastime. Other interests have been similarly neglected. Table Tennis (Campoli once represented London at table tennis), fast cars and photography, in fact everything but food; oysters particularly.







Modern Music


What does Campoli think of modern music? He approves of dance music and jazz but rock 'n' roll 
No! "I don't like it. I believe it does a lot of harm. It's not one of the things we can thank America for. The suggestive movements are unhealthy for most people."


Campoli was sorry that he could not play with the National Orchestra this time. "John Hopkins is a very good friend, we played together several times up in Manchester, you know."












Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: An organ of student opinion at Victoria University, Wellington. Vol. 23, No. 3. Monday, April 11, 1960

[introduction]




[
Maurice Clarke interviews 
Campoli]



Alfredo Campoli (rhymes with Napoli) goes to bed with his violin. When travelling he nurses it on his lap—never letting the instrument out of his sight. No wonder, either. Campoli's Stradivarius coat him £10,500. Only when the violin is closeted in its case, covered with zip-up bag, and locked in a hotel room will Campoli leave it unguarded.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: An organ of student opinion at Victoria University, Wellington. Vol. 23, No. 3. Monday, April 11, 1960

New Zealand Audiences





New Zealand Audiences


"Wonderful, very fine," says Campoli of New Zealand audiences. Incidentally, the maestro's English accent belies his Italian origin. Mr Campoli claims to have visited very country in the world bear Japan and he is remedying that soon—to the tune of 16 concerts.


Campoli visited Russia in 1957 and 1958. His last concert at Tchaikowsky Hall was performed before Comrades Khruschev and Bulganin. Both claimed to be highly delighted.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: An organ of student opinion at Victoria University, Wellington. Vol. 23, No. 3. Monday, April 11, 1960

Passion For Bridge





Passion For Bridge


Bridge fiend Campoli admitted that he had had tittle time lately for his favourite pastime. Other interests have been similarly neglected. Table Tennis (Campoli once represented London at table tennis), fast cars and photography, in fact everything but food; oysters particularly.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: An organ of student opinion at Victoria University, Wellington. Vol. 23, No. 3. Monday, April 11, 1960

Modern Music





Modern Music


What does Campoli think of modern music? He approves of dance music and jazz but rock 'n' roll 
No! "I don't like it. I believe it does a lot of harm. It's not one of the things we can thank America for. The suggestive movements are unhealthy for most people."


Campoli was sorry that he could not play with the National Orchestra this time. "John Hopkins is a very good friend, we played together several times up in Manchester, you know."










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: An organ of student opinion at Victoria University, Wellington. Vol. 23, No. 3. Monday, April 11, 1960

A Westernized Yi-Kwei Sze





A Westernized Yi-Kwei Sze




Yi-Kwei Sze, the Chinese bass-baritone who made such an impression when he was here last in 1953, is back in New Zealand touring for the New Zealand Broadcasting Service.


The first Chinese singer to establish a successful career in Western music, Yi-Kwei Sze now lours America from coast to coast giving recitals in the leading centres and singing with the nation's great symphony orchestras.
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Impressive Successes


Since his visit in 1953 Yi-Kwei Sze has added considerably to an already impressive list of successes. He has appeared with the San Francisco Opera Company in several seasons, and has sung with, amongst others, the Philadelphia, New Orleans, Houston and New York City Operas. He sang the bass lead in the N.B.C. Opera Company's nationally televised production of "The Magic Flute" to mark the 200th anniversary of Mozart's birth. However, despite his success in opera, Yi-Kwei Sze's first love is singing in recitals—when he experiences what he describes as "the purest joy of singing."


Equally at home in oratorio and as orchestral soloist, he has had repeat engagements with the Boston, Philadelphia, Chicago. Minneapolis and other top American symphony orchestras, many of them in world premiere performances. His repertoire now includes sings in six languages, not including his native Chinese.







Shanghai Born


The youngest son of a Shanghai businessman, Yi-Kwe Sze graduated from the National Conservatorium of Music in Shanghai with the highest honours. His career as a concert artist in China was interrupted by the war, but in 1947 he realised his ambition to go to America and in his New York debut in the Town Hall that year the young bass-baritone was highly praised by the metropolitan press. His Carnegie Hall recital two years later set the seal on his success, and established him as one of the most important singers in the United States and Canada.







Rave Review


Said the New York Times recently "His unusually fine German enunciation was only one among the many fine details of his interpretations. His voice was subtly or forcefully coloured to suit his emotion and Schubert's intent. He had a sense of the more sophisticated, perhaps more morbid world of Hugo Wolf. And he projected it with equal strength. In short, this recital was an extraordinary achievement."
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Drama Jottings


During 1959 we were presented a very varied theatrical menu. But unfortunately many of the dishes were spoiled by plain bad home cooking. Most of the productions, and I saw nearly everything, lacked any overall unity of style. There were many excellent individual performances; such as Tim Elliott playing Jimmy Porter in "
Look Back In Anger." and Ronald Lyn as Kulgin in "
The Three Sisters." But I found no one production completely satisfying. The two best proof New Zealand's producers, Mr Richard Campion. The University Drama Club's '"
Oedipus Rex" and "
Jack Winter's Dream" were superb theatre. His other production was with Unity and James K. Baxter's "
The Wide Open Cage." In both these productions Mr Campion's undeniable force as a producer was evident throughout.


In the professional world Ray Lawler's "
Summer Of The Seventeenth Doll" was an event not to be missed. A heartwarming picture of ageing Australians. Next the New Zealand Players presented their best production in a very long time. The Players must be heartily sick of people telling them that they should, nay must, do something modern and up to date. They did "
The Long, 
The Short And The Tall" by Willis Hall, and I need hardly add no one went and it had to close. Their next production was a rather pedestrian presentation of Barrie's "
What Every Woman Knows," which was enlivened by a lovely performance by Brlgid Lenihan. Gooeie Withers came next and crossed swords with Bruce Mason and won. She also won a large and enthusiastic audience for "
Roar Like A Dove." She is without doubt a very brilliant actress, but I would like to see her play Hedda, Queen Gertrude or Beatrice.


In the musical world we were given one opera excellently performed; a better-than-usual 
Extrav; two ballets of worldwide reputation; an atrocious production of "
Salad Days"; a llvely and thoroughly enjoyable run through Venice with "
Grab Me A Gondola"; and once again Harcourt and Tinkham gave us a revue of high calibre.


Whether television is state controlled or run by a group of businessmen, it will, to start with, be a challenge to the theatre, both amateur and professional. To keep (or should I write "bring back"?) an audience to the theatre then amateur societies will have to pull up thetr socks, learn not to scorn professional standards and realise that a theatrical production is a group effort. Every year plays from the pens of the great, the not-so great and the down-right bad are produced in Wellington and every year we are left with memories of individual performances sparkling like jewels in a sea of incompetence.


I would like to add a footnote to this by quoting a statement from the Unity Theatre circular. Unity were intending to start a Drama School under the direction of Anne McClymont. The School wasn't started because of lack of interest. Anne McClymont's own comment was that "those who did show interest were those who had considerable knowledge and experience and felt a desire to improve whilst those who had little or none seemed happy to remain in their pristine condition."










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: An organ of student opinion at Victoria University, Wellington. Vol. 23, No. 3. Monday, April 11, 1960

First Subscription Concerts





First Subscription Concerts





The red series opened spsctcreularly with the robust overture "Benuvento Cellini" by Berlioz. It was followed by Beethoven's pleasantly serene Fourth Symphony. Not everybody's idea of Beethoven, but portraying the genial, human side of his charctcter.


Again in complete contrast was Ravel's exquisite Piano Concerto in G. Jazzy rhythms, glittering effects and fluid melody were the ingredients of a satisfactorily performed work. But a little more thoughtful teamwork, particularly from soloist David Galbraith would have been appreciated.







The Blue Series


The National Orchestra opened the blue series with Douglas Luburn's significant overture "Aotearoa." A pleasant surprise.


Two comments. John Hopkins conducted Haydn's seldom heard "Drum Roll" symphony with noticeable authority. Judith McDonald and Shirley Power, in playing the Poulenc Double Piano Concerto lacked variety of tone.
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April Production


At the end of April the University Drama Club performs as this major production for this year, Beaumont and Fletcher's 
The Knight Of The Burning Pestle." It is an uproarious comedy which will be enjoyed by all, even the non-English literature sorts.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: An organ of student opinion at Victoria University, Wellington. Vol. 23, No. 3. Monday, April 11, 1960

5,000 Miles by double-decker






5,000 Miles by double-decker



When one is brought up to believe that one lives in paradise and that belief is qualified by memories of cruel poverty and war, then there is created within a state great forces and potential for progress, a zeal that knows no bounds. Such briefly was the atmosphere encountered by on Oxford group when they entered Russia travelling in a London Transport double-decker bus. 
Rt 73. The trip, under the auspices of Oxford University Conservative Association, was arranged by John Cochrane who, with Carey Parker, drove the bus its 5,000 miles, across Europe and back via Scandinavia, taking one month to complete the journey.


The main party joined the bus at Hanover on August 12 and the same day moved off to repch Berlin by the late afternoon. At the East German frontier we saw our first Russian soldler who was duly "mobbed" and questioned, much the embarrassment of his officers. The autobahn through East Germany was in a poor condition and the height of the bridges across it could no longer be taken for granted—these were tested with the aid of a rather spectacular bamboo pole. The country is a land of pine forests, armed patrols and elderly women surviving on a diet of cabbage soup with macaroni and sausage.


West Berlin, forewarned of our arrival, put on a big press and television welcome lasting over an hour, and an escort into the city.



From 
Robin Gorham. of Oxford University and one of the Party.




[image: Photo of man and woman standing in front of double decker bus]


The two-night stay was enjoyed by everyone—giving John an opportunity to show his considerable talents for juggling at a night club.


We entered Poland too late to reach Warsaw by nightfall. Travelling was slow on account of the low branches of fruit trees along the roads, the top deck collecting quite a few prizes. The red monster fought several battles for supremacy on the road with geese, chickens, cattle, horses and cars, some of which decided the ditch to be the best place of refuge. At 5.30 in the morning, six miles outside Warsaw, the bus broke down with minor engine trouble and shortage of fuel. Towed in behind a lorry, entry into the city was hardly triumphal. While repairs were under way, active bargaining took place with tins of Nescafe and chocolate for Polish zloty to buy much-needed food.


The river Bug, which marks the Polish-Russian frontier, was reached by evening, and here, under the setting of a red golden sun, took place the incident which cost Russian pride dear. At the end of the bridge stood an iron and steel ceremonial arch bearing the Soviet insignia. This was under the regulation height for Soviet bridges. It was also beneath the height of 
Rt 73. As there was only one bridge, the answer was to lake the arch down (with a spanner borrowed from our tool kit) but, worse still, the Russian soldier dismantling it let the arch slip so that it smashed to pieces on the ground.


Joined by our two (women) Intourist guides, Lilla and Natasha, two more days, travelling, with night stops at Brest and Minsk, brought us to Moscow in the late evening to see for the first time the red stars glowing over the Kremlin and the lights of the huge University building on the Lenin Hills. Of the eleven days spent in Moscow, under half were organised to any extent, the rest being spent in freedom to move around at will. Several evenings were spent in strenuous discussion with students who were all very earnest and anxious to know about Britain and our political views. Most were young, able, hard-working and thoroughly convinced in the right-ness of their cause. Two main difficulties arose. First, we could never start from the same basic assumptions because of the isolation of Soviet students; secondly their mentality differed to a large degree partly because of an authoritarian as opposed to liberal system of education and partly because their logical thinking seemed different from that to which we were accustomed. However, in spite of this, concessions were made on both sides and I think several important points put over and accepted by the Russians. There is no denying their eagerness to learn, ability and capacity (or work, all mixed with considerable confided almost amounting to boastfulness An invitation was extended to return Ihe hospitality of Moscow at Oxford.


Crossing the Volga the bus finally moved north to Leningrad on the way home—a detour which was amply rewarded by the magnificence of the Winter Palace (where the Revolution broke out) and the Peterhof fountains. Two nights Leningrad and on to Finland, lovely land of deep blue lakes, rich forests and charming people Who were especially helpful the night the bus went into a ditch.


The rest is briefly told—two nights in Stockholm, a night in Jon Ropiya, in Copenhagen, and Hamburg, and so back from Ostend across a shimmering sea to Dover.


One last incident remained, for the bus was stopped by a police car outside Dover for speeding (a mere 45 m.p.h.) with the crack, "When do you drive this thing on— vodka ?"—the winding English lanes were a strange contrast to the vast stretches of highway in Soviet Russia.


Farewells at Hyde Park Corners and not without regret, farewells to 
Rt 73 which for four weeks had astonished the goodnatured peasants of Eastern Europe and had served us well both as a vehicle and as a home.
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