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Democracy in New Zealand

No Democracy Without Christianity

For see your calllng brethren, how not many wise, not many
mighty, not many noble are called, but God hath chosen the

foolish things

of the world .. .. the weak things . ...

the

base things . . . - the things which are desplsed.

(1 Cor, 128-7-&)

OU will see the relevance of the text when I say that I want

to think out with vou some elementary thoughts about the
relationship between Christianity and Democracy. And it seems
so true of democratic government that not many wise, or mighty,
or noble men are called to it, but that it has to work through the
foolish, through the weak, the base and the despised. That surely
is where many of the problems peculiar to democracy arise—that
ordinary folk govern, and that therefore it's terribly important
what kind of person the ordinary man is.

Where, then, stands democracy in
our culture to-day, and what has
Christianity to say about it?

DEMOCRACY 1S DIFFICULT

1. Now do you recognise what an
extraordinarily difficult system of
government democracy is? It makes
tremendous demands on all of us.
In a dictatorshlp the ordinary man
has no responstbility, and if things
go wrong, at least he is not respon-
sible for them, and in an emergency
he can cut off the heads of the pow-
ers that be, as he did in the case of
Charles 1, Louis XVI, and the last
Czar. Bul when you have govern-
ment by the people you have great
difficulties, There is the obvious one
—decisions can be intolerably slow in
being reached and in being acted
upon. But others are more funda-
mental. The people are not ipso
facto protected for daing wrong—Iin
an election they may be swayed by
passion, by sclfishneas, by fear, by
anything except the highest good of
all. Selfish class interests arc just
as possible in a democratic govern-
ment as they are in a dictatorship.
Just to have a democracy is by no
means the cea that some of our
Amerlcan friends would have us be-
lieve, because in democracy we are
dealing with people, and immediately
we come up the age old
Christian teaching, shown in our gen-
eration to be a fact, that man s
unredeemed and shows himself by his
action to be sinful. And it is this
sinful human belng that democracy
turns Into a ruler.

In times past, this was not always
recognised. From the days of Tom
Paine and Rousaesu, democracy eeem-
ed to have a chance. Men believed in
men, and felt they were good enough
to be trusted with government, The
development of the sclentific era at
first seems to substantiate this be-
lief. Man was evolving so satlsfac-
torily that aspon he would have every-
thing under hie control: with the
power that science was giving him,
he would soon be able to govern the
universe., It was left to our genera-
tion to realse the truth of Christian
Teaching, that man with all his
knowledge, with all his progress, Is
simply not good enough to be trusted
with the power that acience and

technlcology have given him. Bat
we can see clearly enough now

beglanilig of this century there was
secular philosophical baals for democ-
racy, in the belief that sclentlfic dis-
covery would not only make men

' usts of the small farmers.

more comfortable, but also better.
We know now that this Is not the
Case.

SELF INTEREST — NOT
DEMOCRACY

2. 1 said that democracy makes
great demands on us. Two of the
greatest are probably these—that we
must take the responsibility of gov-
ernment seriously; and that we must
be able to trust each other and work
out this trust in.a delibcrate attempt

to seck the greatest good of all I

want to see now whether these de-
mands are being accepted here in
democratic New Zealand,

Yery bricfly, about the first—we
do not accept our responsibllities.
Within the last slx moaths there
have been two very kmportant olec-
tions In Welllngton—the City Councll
election and the Brooklyn by-olec-
tion. In both, only about fifty per
cent of the electors voted. That
speaks for ltself, and one can ounly
ndd that it Is of such apathy that
dictatorships are borm.

Now for the question of trust and
seeking the highest good of all. The
Librarian of this College has written
a very good and fresh history of New
Zealand, One of the intercsting points
he makes bears on our Subject. It is
that every government in New Zea-
land has governed in the Interests of
one class, For the first 40 years, the
government used the whole economy
of the country on behalf of the squat.
ters. The Maori Wars were just one
of the results! Under Massey and
Ward, government was in the inter-
From
1835-49 the Labour government used

“the economy of the country on behalf

of the working people. And perhaps
we can add to Mr. Miller's findings
and say that now it is used for the
benefit of those uneasy bedmates—
blg business and the farm.

There {8 here an example of selfiah
class interests by all groups: and
certainly it i{s difficuit to find many
seeking the highest good of all.

We have an even more striking ex-
ample in the industrial disputes of
today. Om the one sidec we see &
union, which by the very nature of
the work, encourages into its ranks
not always the best of working men:
a union which seems to have quite a
good claim for better and con-
ditions, and yet which, in the quality
of work done in the past, has little
to justify them: a union which has
always seemed to fly to direct action.
On the other side, the ahip-owners,
notorious the world over for belng

ultra conservative and for being diffi-
cult to get on with. All this is com-
plicated by a government which has
introduced the most inlquitous code
of regulations yet seen In Western
depwr—=-+ pegulations which lmit
any attempt to put the union's case
and result in any public criticism
being stifled.

On the one hand we sce a demo-
cratically elected government seeking
to gain its own ends by undemocratic
action: on the other, a democratically
elected union executive seeking to
gain its own ends at the expense of
the rest of the community. Here is
a vivid example of democracy going
wrong. In fact, it is not too much
to say that it seems obvious that
such an impasse i8 the natural out-
come of democracy ln an unconverted
world. We have moved a long way
from Tom Paine and Rousseau,

Does this mean that democracy has
failed and must fail?

SECULAR FAILURE!

3. There have been various sccular
attempts to find a way out.  They
all agree with Christianity that to
improve matters you must change
men. Communism claims that the
redemptive act 18 the Communist
Revolution—by means of which men
will change from selfish beings into
those desiring the highest good of all
We have not seen this result yet, and
az we look At countrica who are ex-

. perimenting on these lines, we see no
signs of success, Non-Christian So-
clalism has felt much the same, but
with different emphaslis — that the
process of lifting men up from the
level of beasts to that of human
beings by political and social action
will change men, and cause men to
work for the common good. There
is little in the history of our country
in the last fifteen vears to substan-
tiate this claim. The Christian will
always feel that there is much good
in socialism—security of employment,
an adequate wage, labour and capital
sharing, the control of industry, se-
curity in old age, are merely laudible
objectives—but as the Christian looks
at the New Zealand acene, he will be
forced to deny that so far It has suc-
reeded in changing selfish human
nature and that, in fact, without
some other factor, the Welfare State,
necessary though it Is in this unre-
deemed world, will actually increase
the sin of seifishness in man.

CHRISTIAN AXSWER?

4. Well, has Christianity an
answer? Yeslt : but there is no
ghort cut to it, "Christianity starts
with God and His relationship with
men. God has made man to do Hias
will in this world. Because man (s
God's highest creation he has per-
sonality and with that, as an essen-
tial part of his being, free will elther
to co-operate with God and do His
will in the the world or to reject that
will. He has used his free will
consistently against God's will. Thia
has shown itself primarily in the sin of
selfishness, so that man, instead of
lving a God-centred life of service to
his fellow men, has chosen the jungle
way of exilatence.

So Christianity says that first and
foremost a man’s life must be
changed, so that he no longer lives a

selfish life, selfish either for himself
or for his class or group, Christian-
ity clawns that the redemptive act is
through the action of God displayed

in.the Incarnation—the, life, work,
death, and Reaurrectﬁn of Jesus
Christ and the extension of that work
in the Christian church.

We claim that this changed life
lived in the redeemed soclety, .the
Church, will show Itself not in sel-
fishness but in love. This love ia
directed primarily to good and dis-
plays itself in the worship of God,
the desire to please God, and the de-
sire for the best poasible good for our
fellow men. This will lead us into
all kinds of action. It will lead us
primarily to go out and vigorously
proclaim the Goapel of Salvation; and
at the same time (because the Chris-
tian is a realist) it will lead us to
try and work out Christian prin-
ciples in the unconverted world
around us. This will, in the context
of our aubject to-day, lead us to be
unpopular with many groups and
camps, because we will be striving
for the Christian principles of unself-
fishness, of community rather than
group Interests, of liberty and of sac-
rifice for the common good and you
will find, if you pursue this course
honestly, that one group will hail you
as the willing tool of the navy-blue
reactionariea, and that another group
will denocunce you as red revolution-
aries, If that happens, never mind-
there is hope for the Church if she
becomes unpopular!

THE COURAGE OF GOD

There, as I see it, is the dual role
that you and I as Christians are
called upon to play to-day. On the
one hand, and primarily, prociaiming
again and again that human nature
must change, and that God In Christ
can change it. On the other hand,
and at the same time seelng that as
far as is possible in this unconverted
world Christian principles are ap-
plied as betweeén man and man.

_The urgency is great. Christianity
does not malntain that democracy is
the only possible form of government.
But I think that most Christlans
would agrec that it is the highest
form so far attained. We feel that it
s so high that without Christlanity
It must fail, because by itself it can-
not change the ordinary man; and
democracy I8 government by the
ordinary man.

tlanity brings, men will not acoept
full responsibllity, will not trust each
other, will not seek the higheat good
of all and in disguat men will allow
tyranny to govern, whether the Fas-
ciat form we knew in Italy and Ger-
many, the Communist behind the

F

Iron Curtaln, or that of the Big
nesa and Party Boss that we see
the US.A,

We Christians have our task, and
we must get to it. But I would like
to close with this warning. Let us got
to it as Christians—nas people who
bave turned to their God through
Christ, who are continually and regu-
larly returning to Him in worahip, and
who, with the indwelling spirit of
God in their hearts will take the
inspiration, the clear thinking, the
courage, they have found In their
worship out into the world to tackle
problema like those we have been
discussing.

This sermon was presched by the
Rev. Allan Pyatt, MLA., at an S.CM.
University Servios held at Victoris

College on 8th April, 1851.
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That Hallowed Tradition

SALIEINT’S tradition has two parts, one red, by which is meant
reflective of Socialist and Communist ideas and ideals, and
the other that set out by Old Timer in our first issue of 1951.
The second 'part is in keeping with the traditional rights of
criticism and intelligent vigilance which belongs to a University.

These two are not synonymous and their apparent coincidence
for thirteen years has been as much the result of expediency
as of reason,

Expressed in vigorous and often emotive prose this “double
tradition” earned Salient the title of “red rag."”

It was not the Old Timer tradition, although of course
many fainthearted and woolly-minded oppose that too, not the
espousal of causes worthy and unworthy that rankled. The
irritant was supplied by the red tradition with its own peculiar
approach so often echoing, following and changing with the
Party line of Communism. Salient’s mind has been so made up,
s0 blind to the protests and achievements of other people as to
give it an air similar to that which has become the hallmark of
Stalinist-Leninist-Marxism. There was, it appeared, a Salient
way of sucking a lollipop, an anti-fascist way, a way which only
the very left had discovered or dared to proclaim.

Some of the staff, not including the Editor, are in sympathy
with both of the tradition. All the Staff agree with Old
Timer. Those who disagree with the red tradition do so for
warions reasons but mainly because they see both possible political
elioices to be imperfect. One, Communism more than the other.
Taking an overall view Communism is a greater evil, for Capitalism
at least allows some independence of thought.

By adopting this basic attitude of chosing the lesser of two
evils it is possihle, for example to judge the Korean intervention.
The United Nations is justified since the aggressor was clesr,
although the resolution was illegal. In the waging of war, how-
ever those who do not accept the red tradition can and do criticise
both sides, including the forces of the United Nations since it does
not imply perfection for them.

Political dogmatising is a foolish process particularly by the
ill-informed and even more so when the decision is d.icta.teq by
a tradition that Socialism and/or Communism is certainly right
and Capitalism certainly wrong in every instance.

In a University newspaper a more impartial a h is neces-
sary. Criticism and discussion, bitter and ruthless argument is
desirable but not an approach predetermined in every circum-
etance, in all aspects. The policy should be directed towards a
fair treatment of every question.

A Salient Editor, rightly unahle to impose his view or refuse
copy can only encourage impartiality by balancing copy if there
in pufficlent offering, correcting gross errors of fact and by use
of the editorial.

effort will be made to be impartial, to follow Old
Timer’'s tradition and provide a forum for student opinion. It
can never be assumed that the Editor or all the staff agree with
staff articles or even with the general tone and bias of any issue
for that depends entirely upon contributors and the Staff.

THE HOUSE OF SERVICE

For All Your Stationery Requirements

J. A. McKAY & Co. Lad.

23 BRANDON STREET,
WELLINGTON.

PFHONE 4;-5641

A LETTER

IN THE DARK

IR,—First year s»students at the
college are exhorted to take an
interest in the various College organ-
isations. Maost students support the
clubs, but to the *fresher” the parent
body, the Executive, seems to be an
august body which meets behind
closed doors at odd houra to decide
Collegiate affsirs, and which has no
interest in freshers as such. This, I
know, ls not true. However, it s
true that the Executive keeps new
students in the dark about its times
of meeting, and the rights and privi
legea of new students.

1 have asked various "freshers” the
time of the Executlve meeting; they
did not know. Surely if the Execu-
tive expects an interest to be taken
in Student Aasociatlion affairs the
Executive meeting should be more
publicised. An agenda of the meet-
ing to come should be posted on the
notice board, together with the time
of the meeting, And what does the
“fresher” know of the Executive?
Perhaps their names, but not thelr
fame. Perhaps its achievements, but
not its aims. The Executlve should
be so publicised as to give not only
“freshers" buot other students the
chance to take an interest in the
Students’ Association.

T. H. HILL.

The Biology Society
&
A VYery Rare Bird

was the Annual General Meeling

of the Blological Society, the or-
ganisation responsible for "Tuatara”
and discussion centre for those who
are Interested in the living sclences.
Thirty-five people present elected the
following officers:

President—John Daneson.

Secretary Treasurer—John Ardley.

Committee—Peter Beveridge, Ron
Brunsdon, Jack Garrick, Beverley
Holloway and Vida Stout.

After that they got round to the
rare bird. Dr. Falls, of the Dominlon
Museum gave a talk on the once ex-
tinct but now notorious Notornis.
IUustrated by slides and a colour
film the talk dealt with historical
background and the significance of
the discovery. Mr, Sorenson, some.
what of an expert on birds himself,
proposéd the vote of thanks.

A comprehensive and interesting
series of activities has been prepared
for 1951. The activities arranged as-
slst students and supplement lecture
material by almost painless processes,
Lectures normally have to be confin-
ed to past activity in the scientific
field but the Soclety hopes to stress
what is being done and what has to
be done in the blological sciences,

Student support of the Society en-
sures that the topics are varled and
not too far removed from the student.

Incientally for the information of
any non-sclence types who have read
this far the ‘Blological Socleties film
evenlogs are usually worth attending.
Last year's fllms, including fascloat-
Ing shots of sea birds and whales,
were wasted ob students malnly from
the sclence faculties. Those few aliens
who did have the courage to roll
up remalned fascinated.

“The Typewriter”

Production
Produced by Paul Treadwell

{Who brought you "The Respectiul
Prostltute.'')

LITTLLE THEATRE
FrL & Sat. 27th & 28th April.
Admlsslon 2/-

‘ARACHNE’
A Critical Review

T‘.H.E cond issue of Wellington's
lite magazine “Arachne”
appeared :{at week. This time the
eziturs got quite near (though with
delightful vagueness) to explaining
their cholce of title, and made some
useful and clear-minded commehts
on the magazine's alms and functlon.
“It will allow the unsuspected and
remote tg be expressed'; its material,
they said, is to be diverse, uncon-
ventional, and *cathartle.” More.
over the philosophical aureole glven
to it by a thought-provoking article
“The Background of a Magazine,”
would indeed make for a laudable
policy and profound influence—but
et us first glance at the merits and
defects of the moment.

The English of an Intellectual
magazine |s prone to become pedan-
tic, awkward or unreadable, and
“"Arachne," often is no exception.
Nor can depth of thought, allegedly
its merit, become in turn a lame
excuse for such a fault. Fiction here
is less jmportant than criticisms, but
the present “Arachne's” two short
storics are a case in polnt. "Sun-
day” is in a New Zealand setting,
but unfortunately in a “To the
Lighthouse™ amosphere. The brilliant
intimacy and subtlety of Virginia
Woolf's best work is Inimitable, but
in this “story” the aftermath of
maddening pointleasness and monot-
ony is fully apparent The other
story, “The Convent" by Marcel
Bislaux, is a reverie full of meaning,
but begins to sound “phoney’ In an
inadequate translation.

Mr. E. Schwimmer's ''Valenus
Flaccus as a Poet” is less of an in-
troductlon to the poet than an
entertalning but sketchy retelling of
"Argonautica,” but his two book
reviews, of the poems of Hubert
Witheford and Alistair Campbell,
are really excellent.

W. H. Oliver's essay desals with
Wordaworth's isolation in poetry
through his belief in patheism, and
conceives in this “Empty Country"
as he calls it, a relationship with
the New Zealand poets, It js an
ingenious and original piece of writ-
ng.

The most enjoyable articles, how-
ever, if not the most profound, were
“The Eclipse of the Market" by
George Fraser, full of commonsense
and quiet irony, a sane and practica!
discourse on capitallsm, and *The
Gleaming Lens"” by Peter Alcock.
avowedly nothlng but a plea for n
film summer school, but undoubtedly
above the other prose in raciness
and wit.

The poetry which "Arachne"”
brought to light 1is stylishly the
converse of the prose, because it is
outstandingly wvivid and artistic,
though the “conscious virtuosos™
haveé not always something worth
saying. Nevertheless, I admired the
impressionism of Alistair Campbell's
lyrics, the austere pregnancy of W.
H, Ollver's sonnet scquence, and
Basi]l Dowilng's powers of descrip-
tion and word-music. Peter Alcock's
first two poemas, clever as they were.
seemed to resurrect the shades of
much-abused Imagism, but *“He
Rests. He Has Travelled” and
“Chorua One"” are very moving and
show kinship to the poetry of Dylan
Thomas.

“Background of a Magazine" |Is
perhaps "Arachne's" most important
contribution to date. The style is
heavy-handed, but the content clear
and profound. Mr. Witheford has,
in I feel, adopted T. 8. Eliot's
philosophy of modern soclety, but
hias own brilllant criticiam has made
It relevanitto New Z2ealand and to
“Arachne's” alms.

Until now *Arachne" _has not
failed even by the highest standards.
But I think there should not be a
continual
poaition of standards, only a renewal
of the rhallenge of the first Arachne,
whose £cal was no mere “splnning
of yarns,” but to conquer Pallas
:atirfmne. the goddess of wisdom hew

FETER DRONEE.

has
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POTTED PARS
by Prolix

COMPETITION

"World Student News," TUS publi-
cation in Prague, ran a competition
for the best report on the IUS Con-
ference written by a student. Prize
was a free stay at the TUS Winter
Games , in Rumania. “The World
Student News" editors hoped that
the objectivity of such reports would
be in the best traditions of student
journaliam, and “Salient” prints
some examples of what "WSN" and
allied newsheets run in their English
editions, just as a gulde for any who
wonder why VUC doean’'t belong to
WFDY, S ete. (Sorry, closing
date was November 3I0th if anyone
wanted that holiday).

SCARE STORY

“"Our students work hard to pass
their final »-aminations as fighters
for peace'—Polish theme at IUS.
{That scared us straight away—if we
fail we're warmongers.})

FREEDOM OF THE PRESS

“The American news agencles
United Press and Associated Press
caused Congress to pass a resolution
protesting against the stories put out
by them, and to withdraw the prcas
cards of their representatives. They
had distorted a statement . . . ."

THE CAD!

One of the leaders of the Peoples
Youth of Yugoslavia . . . asserted (in
their magazine) that the Congress
was a “Propaganda platform” . . ..
“gyeparated from the mass of stu-
dents.”

VvUC IS PROUD OF

John Platts-Mills “Barrister,” form-
er M.P.” ex Rhodes scholar who is
one of the 15 British members of the
World Peace Councll, along with our
old friend the Dean of Canterbury,
Dean Chandler of Hamilton repre-
sents New Zealand, following alpha-
betically after Mongolian Mr. Taendin
Damdin Suren, whose name scemecd
like some of those Jiggs and Maggie
characters—"Count Upstraight" etc.

HARRIER CLUE NOTES
“The majority of Sofia university
students took part in a cross-country

race for peace . . . .

DEVIATIONIST

“Today I would not sign the Stock-
holm Appeal—QO. .John Rogge."”
{Rogge used to be one of the chief
apologists for the Cominform In
USA, but, like Konni Zillincus, took
the Tito line after the split over,
Yugoslavia.) .

“Yeqd the Russians knew about
New Zealand. They asked about the
Maoris, about their literature and art,
about their organisations, their politi-
cal organisation” . . FProf. Winston
Rhodes.

GARDINEE GETS THE
LITERALLY

Salient happened to be present
when Mezzo-soprano Gardiner of the
touring G and S cast got the bird—
in the form of a well dead pigeon on
her hat. The immedliate eruption
of red head Gardiner, a demand’to
one of the Opera House's keepers and
it appears two young boys were the
culprits. Did they do better than
they knew?

REALLY RHODES
In. the mountain hamlst’s clothing
Peaks bemeath Caucasian stars
Where. Waitangi’s pact means
nothing
And they never heard of pahs.
Do they rea din Pravad’s zagea
With o crib to rea dit wil
“Waitangi 1840—Maoris through

the Ages”

Really Rhodes?

Do the servants of the Kremlin,
Kulaks mining salt all sigh
At the tale of Hinemoa ﬁf{
Ds they know of kapai Raf
And hear broadcast by Moscow
Translated info Marz
Maul’s tals Stalin Joe?
Chuck it Rhodeall

(With apologies to G.K.C.)

BIRD—

In re The Socialist Club, The
Executive v. Two Meeting

Organisers

V.U-C-S.A. EXECUTIVE ROOM: Welllngton: 1851, April Zud. Meetings—
the Emergency Regulations—REeeponsibility of the Assoclation for Meet-
Ingn held 1o the Gymnaslum—Power of Executive to call for expianations—

" Ihe Soclalist Club wished to or-
ganise a meeting to be addressed by
Mesasrs Southwall and Brooks. The
Executive obtained legal opinion and
were advised that providing the two
speaKers confined themselves to the
Emergency Regulations the meeting
could be held. At the meeting
copies of a resolution based on one of

-the legal opinions setting out the

conditions was handed to each apeak-
er both of whom did not confine
themselves exclusively to the subject.
Both speakers were not fully aware
that they were expected to confine
themselves to the Emergency Regu-

lations.

The Executive declded that they
had asked for legal opinlon on an as-
surance from Messrs, Bollinger and
Piper that speakers knew they were
going to speak only on the Emer-
gency Regulations and requested
Messrs Bollinger and Piper to appear
before them and explain.

At the meeting no conclusion was
reached and the matter was conclud-
ed with the passing of the following
gﬁlutlon: “That this matter be’clos-

The Emergency Regulations which
have prevented Sallent from publish-
ing three articles are very wide
sweeping. The penalties are severe
and this incident emphasives how
restrictive they are. It also empha-
sises how necessary it is to have
assurance in writing where differ-
ences are lkely.

If the Executlve had inslated on
the representatives of the Soclallst
Club putting their assurance in
writing prior to seeking legal advice
nctr’ confusion would have been pos-
alble.

Our Executive did not wish to ex-
pose the Association to the danger
of being involved in a prosecution
with a poasibility of a substantial
fme. When they asked for legal
advice they did so on what they
thought was an undertaking that the
speakers knew or would be informed
of their subject—Emergency Regu-
lations only. At the meeting the
speakers trespassed and the Eexecu-
:{Ve rightly demanded an explana-

on.

The explanation and the complaint
of the Executive finally resolved
themselves in a question of one man’s

+word against another's. The final
result was not satisfactory.

It 1s not posalble to exonerate the
Soclalist Club's representatives after
hearing thelr attempt at explanation.
Certainly the matter was serlons en-
ough for them to have had more care
for the good of the Asasoclation cither
by malking sure that the ohligatlons
of each y were clear or by strict-
ly observing their undertaking. They
knew the purpose of the Regulations
and the purpose which the Executlve
had In mind. In thls case it was not
a matter of defending libertles but
of causing an unsatisfactory situation
to arise when commonsense and rea-
sonableness could have avolded It

Labour Students Confer at Auckland...
Bursaries, China, and the Atom

"WHILE current military programmes have banilshed any lmmediate danger
of recesslon, it would be disastrous to overlook the posesible effects of a
drastic setback Iln U.S. military spending and foreign ald If relations with
Russia should suddenly tmprove.” So writes U.S. commentator Noyes, quoted

in the Evening Post editorial of March 2Tth.

In other words, capltalism

depends for its illusory prosperity on International tenslon and the drive to-

wards war,

Peace, democratic rights, education, economic security—all are threaten-
ed, and all are the vital concern of New Zealand students. Kores, Menzies'
cuts in education expenditure, the Emergency Regulations, form a narrowing
elrele illustrating one point: IT CAN HAPPEN HERE, ’

can do to combat them, formed the
main theme of the Council meeting
and study-school held by the Student
Labour Federation over KEaster at
Bayswater, Auckland,

GUNS v. BUTTER

The annual report from the Execu-
tive quoted facts and figures estab-
lishing the detrimental effects of the
war-drive on soclal services and liv.
ing standards, With rampant
inflation, New Zealand's education
budget has increased from 9.39 mil-
llon by one-third since 1948, while
military expenditure has increased
from 8.89 million by over two-fifths,
and is now 4 million up on educatlon.
The position 18 worse in the U.S.A.,
the U.K., and Australla. On the
other side, the illiteracy figure for
Vietnam was 85 per cent. in 1842,
and has been reduced hﬂ, the People's
Republic of Ho Chi Minh (formerly
recognised by the French) to less
than 20 per cent. in 1849, The Bul-
garian 1950 budget showed 30 per
cent. to Education at all levels, and

7 per cent. to arms.
Defence of peaco, Indopendent

thought, standards of livelihood and
education are the centre of SLF's
for 1951. The affillated clubs

adopted a jolnt programme for col-’

lec signatures to the Stockholm
Anti-Bomb Appeal, pressing for
national opposition to German and
Japsnese rearmament, demanding
adoption of the revised SLF Bursary
Scheme, opposing !ncreases in fees,
working for the achievement of a
National Student Health Scheme,

and investigating the prices and
availability of text books and hostel
accommodation. Besides all this, the
Federation has its perennial task of
propagating the seeds of soclalism in
the colleges.

The Executive ls to remain with
VUC Soclalist Club for 1851, AUC
Labour Club and CUC Socialist Club
show vigorous signs of life. The
Canterbury Club had the biggest
meeting of its history last month to
hear Professor ndes on "Educa-
tion in the U..43.R.” and the AUC
Labour Club, the kosts this Daster,
organised =2 well-attended study-
achool to acfompany the conference.

- PATHS TO PEACE

On Sunday afternoon, Professor

Willis Alrey (Hiatory, AUC), gave &
talk to a roomful of students, with
the provocative title *
China.” He stated that never before
in our histofy had New Zealand been
committed so far and so directly in
the Interests of another power In the
Pacific aa she was to-day. He care-
fully analysed the world situation of
global conflict of interest and belief,
and showed how the recognition of
the government of China's choice
could play a vital part in the achieve-
ment of world

In the . evening, Dr. Farley
(Physics, AUC) gave hls views on
“Peace and the Atom."” He stated
that Marxists were moral relativists,
and would always justify dropping
A-bombs on political opponents,
whereas Christians, as moral abso-
lutists, could only use it “'to restraid

These trends, and what students

POHTICAIIfQ SCIENCE
PRINT

HOdeulpaanhohudmu
Political Science only to Stage
II and that a few years ago review
the latest issue of the reorganised
Political Sclence Journal?

To avoid the question for & moment
"Political Science’” hes a new COVEr,
it is plain, well balanced, easily read
and without printers frilla. The
printers themselves receive due ack-
nowledgment in a proper fashion.
The price of an issue is 2/6 and the
writers, neatly catalogued on page
75 appeer {mpreasive.’

As the article ta! Public Opinion
Survey dealing with the General Elec-
tion shows, the Science of Politics has
plenty to interest those who are just
electors without using terms and
words, a fashion which Professor
Parker mocks in his review of “Inter-
natlonal Relations." This Survey
should be of particular interest to
those who still wonder why the
Southern Cross dida't.

Mr. Thorn writes interestingly on
the problem of Canada which is still
a mixture of natlonalist politics, still
owes some statutory allegiance to
Great Britain and suffers from lack
of political unity. This artlcle does
not deal with the more profound
natlonalist differencea but Introduces
the legislative setting snd the steps
which are being talen towards politi-
cal responsibility. -

With the exception of the article
by J. F. Kahn on Germany today the
rest of the issue requires study. Dr.
Kahn has something to say about
nearly every controversial topic in-
cluding the occupation, war trials
(not admired by the Germans), war
gullt and the German approach to
reconstruction. The section which
promises ‘to tell us about the great
problem of Communism and the demo-
cratic Germany we hoped was com-
ing, is not very profound. It Ia not
that one wished for a pat answer or
even an answer at all, but Dr. Kahn
seams to lose the thread somewhere
to return to the problem of war gullt.
This is not a cheering article but at
least it does not pat the allies on
the back, list the current defectlons
from Communism and go away satis-
fied.

Mensrs. Braybrooke and Brookes
play the heavy parts or appear to, if
only by resfon of the number “of
references supplied as footnotes, They
have 51 between them, but Mr. Bray-
brooke is the highest scorer, Read!ng
confirms that In both articlea foot-
noteg are unavoidable. It would be
foolish of me to judge these articlea
asince both can only be criticised at
length. One thought does occur after
reading Mr. Braybrooke’s article and
that 18 how dangerous footnoles can
be. He has to contend with sug-
gestions made in footnotes and him-
self sets up another argument in one
of his own. .

“Political Sclence” is a publication
which is not amateur status and the
appeal made in the front for enquiries
from overseas is not & case of the
frog emulating the cow. I hope the
standard is maintained and as It is
wisely published “from time to time,”
removing the deadline menace and
the temptation to fill up; it should
be. Student support will be neces-
sary and that must not be confined
to those who stody Political Sclence
for this must be one of the sub-
Jects which are vital for a democratic
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evil.” He would justify A-bombing
on enemy troops within your own
territory, on ships at sea, troop con-
centratlons or advanced supply cen-
tres; and sald ‘'reprisals in ewvery
case are absolutely wrong." Needleas
to say, debate was intense and bitter
and opinion almost unanimously op-
posed the learned doctor's attitude,
Wo are sure that, led by the Dean
of Hamlliton and the New Zealand
Peaco Councll, the students of New

Zealand will show thsy disagree
with Dr. when a concerted
drive Is made for Stockholm signa-

tures this month.
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PEACE, IT’S

WONDERFUL

A SPIRIT OF INQUIRY

“ ASPIEIT of inquiry is one thing that Victoria has always had,
whatever its other faults,” said Mr. W. H. Oliver who chaired
a lunch hour meeting of 70 students who heard Dean Chandler

gpeak of his trip to the Berlin
Council.

The Dean received a patient
nt "“walkout" at 1.30 was only the science faction

address, an appare

conference of the World Peace

hearing through most of his

off to the labs. His manner of address puzzled us. It wasn't quite

the

beaming urbanity of our former mayor, yet it didn’t seem to
fit in with “‘Punch” versions of country clergymen, he lacked
pince nez spectacles for one thing.

No, it was rather the “New

Yorker's" portrayal of the Church Sewing Guild speaker so aptly
drawn by the later Helen Hokinson, that was where we had seen

him before.
CHRISTIAN PACIFIST

There were times when the urban-
ity vanished, the Dean scemed a
liftle tired after his town hall speech
the previous night, where we under-
stand the meeting fell rather flat with
an audicnce of a bare 600. There
was doubting his enthuslasm, or
his honesty. He was a tian
Pacifist, purc and simple. That was
it, & simple soul who in the banners
and slognns saw hope for a new
world—the pity is, as he admitted,
so many of itbe Peace Movement in
the East would regard Communism as
a prerequisite for Peace.

Dean Chandler began with the
Wamsaw Congress, before which he
was nominated for the World Peace
Councll by "a Wellington lawyer."”
Unable to send delegates to Shefield,
they drifted to Warsaw, where there
were 2400 delegates from 80 nations.
He criticised the action of the British
Government, a standpolnt which he
shared with the "Ncw Statcsman”
m llspmmar.u

ONE WEAK POINT

All the way from Prague to Berlin
there were demonstrations the spon-
taneity of which greatly lmpressed
him At Berlin everyone had his own
approach to the problem of pesce, and
because chargea of Communist bias
were so numerous, he tried to find one
weak point. The only one he could
recolloct was & German pastor from
the East, who asked him to write
to & Western address; that was sus-
piclous. Yet when he came back to
New Zealand he found censorship of
the malls allowed under the current
Emergency Regulations, and it didn't
secm s0 bad.

THE DEAN ON REFOEMATION

Then there was the purge of the
Roman Catholic churchmen in the
East, which when you looked at it
was no different from what happened
in 16th Century England, and it was
typical for the conservative clergy
to be under suapicion when there was
a p ve povernment. The
churches In East Berlin were full,
and the Metropolitan in Russia had
identified himseelf with hils govern-
ment in a way no different from the
ﬁ;hmhnp of Canterbury in Eng-

QUO VADIS?

One would expect the Peace Coun-
cil to be one-third Communist on the
basis of its national membership, and
it was possaible that some of the re-
mainder were felow-travellers. There
was an atmosphere of downright
honesty, and he found the Soviet
writer llya Ehrenberg a great attrac-
tion. He gave devastating answers
to American journalists and it was
obvious that the Communists knew

where they were going.  (The
audience was rather restive at this
point).

Peace was biatantly displayed in
Berlin—posters, photos of delegates,
demonstrations of children, peace al-
most gave him a headache yct it was
so genuine. It was uselesa to say
that the East was preparing for war,
and that the West must rearm. Look-
ing at the other aide, he found statis-
tics to show that both Britain and

‘Russia's armed forces were 1.8 per

cent of the population, whereas
America had over three million.

{Looks a bit to the writer.
Gen. Marshell, 21/3/51, reported
nearly 3 milllon). The delegates

recelved a book published in Eng-
lsh by the North Koreans which
reproduced captured documents
showing all was not at fault
on their alde, and we did not
know as much as we should about
Korca.
WRONG ALLEY

Dean Chandler had scen a letter from
Rewi Alley only a month ago which
gave the news (satralght from the
horse's mouth—the audience sat up)
that the Korean wuar prevented a
slump in America, and that big busi-
ness had a part in it (Anticllmax—
why should Rewi Allcy be an expert
on thia?)

. CHANCE TO DO

The Pcace Council has a chance to
do something, Dr. Fletcher of Colum-
b University, himself a member,
had recommended him to go. They
tried to bring the United Natiens
back to Its first principles, and the
attacks that had been made on the
Peace Council showed how powerful
it had become.

DRESDEN—COVENTRY

Dean Chandler told of the story of

bis guide who went through the

—
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bomblng of Dresden, a horrible ex-
perience, these people were earnest
and desperate at the thought of a
Third World War; this poor girl had
acreamed aloud in the street when he
mentioned its posatbility.

In answer to interjections of “"Who
atarted the war" and “Coventry" the
Dean emphasised that the fate of
youth waa the same regardless of
country, he was telling of the ex-
periences of those he had seen in
Germany. (This, seemed a falr
answer from the pacifist viewpoint,
and the Dean could not be accused of
defending Lhe Germans.)
QUESTIONS—‘F_U!I;ST DID THEY

Questions and dlscussion were
varied, some of the answers wcere
more pointleas than the questions.

Des Hurley got down to tin tacks
straight away. Apart from the slo-
gans etc. what did the Council DO:
Well, they discussed the re-arming of
Germany and Japan, and somc dele-
gates reported that war propaganda
had been outlawed *'back home’ (pur
phase of course.)

OOMMUNISM COMES FIRST

Ashton Cook claimed all this was
not new to Victoria. Since 19495 we
had watched WFDY and 1US on the
same stuff, but pacifist enthusiasm
had waned when “Peace” conferences
had cheered the fall of Nanking,
cheired a Korean Colonel, and defined
Peace as the struggle against Capita-
lism (Czech Minister of Education).
We could not see that there was the
common basis the Dean had claimed:
The Dean hastened to explaln that al-
though he was a Christian Paclfist,
by no means all of the others were;
there would be many from the East
who would regard Peace as something
attainable only after Comumunism had
talken over.

UNRELIABLE SOURCE?

"“Zenlandla" was quoted at length
{the reader's name escaped us) ti
show how a French Comumunist advo-
cated the Peace movement to soften
up the West so that the Soviet could
attack when the time was ripe; The
Dean disapproved of the source (A
Catholic Weelkly paper), and did not
anawer the question.

WAR FOR PEACE

Were the people of Eastern Europe
so keen on Peace that they would go
to war to defend It, asked Frank
Curtin: Yea, the Dean answered, In
wartime we must all do our leaders’
bidding. Tegardless of whether we
lived in Russia or New Zealand. It
was the leadera—

“"Yes, but we elect ours” came an
interjection which the audience ap-
plauded.

PEACE, OR PIECE OF FINLAND

Russla still had bases in little
Finland, emphasised a returned ser.
viceman in the audience, was this
helpful towards peace? He had seen
what the Bulgarians had done to the
Greeks, and it was not his idea of
Peace. No very telllng answer,

WOT, NO BOMB?

Mr, Wilpre was surprised that the
Dean had not mentioned at all the
Stockholm Appeal to ban the atom
bomb, which was so prominent in
the work of the “Peace Movement.”

Qur lunch hour had gone, We had
to leavo . . . “If the Zealandla ar.
ticle is true, then I am one of those
gullible people who have been gulled
::}:o supperting . . .” the Dean had

d.

We read that the Dean's fare was
pald by the World Peaco Council in
Parls,

Aq.-splﬂt.--of.-.lﬂqulry
.5;1 . that was what the Chalirman had

d.
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is a politician,

BRING OUT YOUR ISEAD

POLITICAL paper must be as dependent on the whims of fate as
1951 will see the centennials black-bordered: an

‘polley, agalnst encroachments on clvil libertles, and faltering union-

obituary year in the history of New Zealand journalism. It has seen
the demise of two political journals.

“The Southern Cross” was born in 1946,—by the Labour politi-
cal machine, out of the pockets of socialist workers. Pretences at
soclaliam died out when Les Edwards’ editorials ceased in 1847, and
Dick Scott's “Farm Notes" grew fewer and further between. Falth-
ful unto death was a handful of young L.P. members on the report-
ing and sub-editoring staff. Maybe these rclics of a sociallst con.
sclence were responsible for the ghests that appeared from time to
time ln odd corners of the paper to haunt the dreams of senescent
front-benchers , . . Reports of public meetings of the Peace Council.
an interview with Professor Rhodes (Russian snow still glistening on
his boots), unblased comments on industrial news, a remarkable ad-
mission on the Sharma case . . . The report of smiling Chinese
soldiers helping a southbound British truck out of the Korean mud
was headed “TOMMY MEETS THE 'ENEMY'" . . . A photo of
MacArthur with a caption from Moscow “New Times,"” was head-
lined: “MacArthur—CRIMINAL" ., . . The earller policy of sup-
pressing unfavourable letters broke down towards the end, and the
floodgates were opened to the noisy torrent of old Labourites pro-
testing against the Labour leadership, aguninst a servile foreign

i(shI:p-p_;,r'(:!H“; Oﬂ'.?;l &uugdinct&i I{g&a from It..;tm Prime Minister's office
ays) an e orkers' Union . . .
aguinst protests. " shrill protests
Our second mourned last appeared last year. She is “Charta”—
no twinkling stans imagined in her name, bgt dry old parchments,—
an implled contrast between leftlst romanticism and rightist “rule
of law."” She was younger, never saw her second birthday. The
rich, the great, and the reaspectable, who had often grieved at VUC
chris drank Charta's toast with muoch cheer as she was
dunked In the water. An antidote to Salient, to the Socialist Club,
to the deplorable fellow-travelling liberaliam that was overcoming the
SCM. Dammitall, Lenin, was quite right—got to have a press to put
the line across, . . Half-a-dozen issues of cheapjack sensation, an
occasionsl thought worth the ink and the paper. ere grows a &ub-
stantial conception abroad that Charta llves on the smell of &
negative. How often doea {ts parent soclety meet? Its largest
meeting, hmm by a retired general, is greeted in the dally
papers as belng ““dominated by the Soclallst Club." Ah me! To-
grmw to fresh woods and pastures new, said the shepherd-boy
en:;h cohbermLyclda.l kicked the bucket. Charta's latest editor
mdlel. arching into the throne of Sallent, and Charta gasps and
Soathern Cross and Charta: “They were lon plulln'
thelr lives, and in death they warz not dlvuﬂ:d.ﬂrhﬂl&;#
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Things Requiring to be Objected to . . .
NO HONOURS FOR BEOWULF

BY S. J. HARDING
and
P. A. Hutchings
NY discusslon of a particular course of study is bound to ralse eventually
thaqusﬁonotthumdoivnlverdtyudnﬂuon.whhhlllnitatumnpl
to involve even wider iasues; however there exists in the university certain

anomolies - and

as 8 framas of reference.

nhnlamu!umunhiklugthltouunrduvﬂﬂubjw-
thout obligating oneself to prodace & whole view of education
This article has beea written to express a diasatis-

faction which the anthors believe to be widely feit among students, and par-
ticularly Honoura students, in the English faculty. '

Anglo-S8axon (or Iif you prefer
Ol English—an obscure pedantry)
officially comprises one-sixth ,of the
English course in Stages II and III
and one-seventh in Honours, but the
student kXnows from experience that
it occuples far more than one-sixth
of his time. He is faced with what
is virtually a foreign language which
would, even were the normal gram-
matical instructiona given in lectures
extensive enough, require & great
deal of effort to master fully, but
as any time over the strict sixth part
spent on A-8 is time borrowed from
another paper he is driven to find
some way of passing the cxamina-
tion without actually learning any
Anglo-Saxon: It is with the tacit
approval, if not the blessing, of the
Department that he resorts to learn-
ing his texts word by word, line by
line. . Having no insight into, and
usually and quite understandably, no
interest in what he is doing, he
translates with a crib pouncing on
obvious similarities and guessing the
rest, acquiring =& circumstantial
knowledge of a certain set of pas-
sages without necessarily knowing a
dozen words of the language apart
from thelr particular contexts.

CRACKS AT ANGLO-SAX

While we fall to see (for reasons
we shall discuss below) that OE
has much importance at all in the
course, even {f more rationally
studied, we cannot but regret that
any subject in a Unlversity should
_become 80 Intellectually useless—so
trvial. Yet it is just this triviality,
especially in the Honours year that
takes up for many students more
timme than all the other papers put to-
gether.

If Anglo-Saxon is to be studied at
all it should be done intensively by
intending speciallsts, and not in the
perfunctory fashion that is usual
with students who learn It because
they have to and not because they
want to. It ghould constitute &
separate course and not, at least in
Stage III and-Honours, be compul-
sory for anyone but linguists, for not
only is a little crammed knowledge
of A-8 texts valueless In itself, but
the necessity for it is a positive
menace to the student of literature.
The Honours student who takes the
language options, can If he hasg the
requigite ability and a very grim
determination, cover all his course
and commit the more important
parts to memory in one of two years,
but a genuine knowledge of litera-
ture, as anyone with a degree in it
ought to admit, requires a great deal

"and intricate

more reading, and thinking about
what has been read, than can be
fitted even into the whole four-year
course.

What the student of literature re-
sents quite justly is part of an alien
speclalisation (the
whole of BEOWULF with all his
works, pomps, textual apparatus and
German cditors) boring in itself and
utterly valueleas when studied apart
from cognate Scandinavian literature
being {mposed upon him, with no

of justification apart from
that implicit in a doctrinaire ad-
herence (as we find In Lewis's
article in “Rehabilitations") to the
principle of historical completeness.
For even if he has picked up a little
of the language (and if he has it is
probably been by neglecting his other
papers) what value I8 a knowledge
of A-S to him as a student of litera-
ture? Very little. He has not been
given the key to & whole new litera-
ture, for Anglo-Saxon is limited both
in quantity and in range and when,
with a good deal of trouble, he has
acquired this proficiency in the lan-
guage he finds that there are no fur-
ther texts to read that have any
more intrinsic value or interest than
those he has become so painfully
famliliar with already.

THAT OE EPIC-

Beowulf, that poem of unequalled
tediousness and unparalleled circum-
locution whose ambitions after an
expansive magnificence are clrcum-
scribed only by the paucity of the
author's iInvention, his conviction
that epic grandeur can be achleved
by the constant repetition of the
epithet “greatest,” by a retelling of
the whole story twice over on the
alighteat occasion — this monument
of dullness which he has just read is
the showpliece, so that the means and
the end of his story prove to be
identical. He has wasted his time in
an intellectual treadmill which could
not have dissipated more thoroughly
his ecnergies If it had been con-
sclously designed for the purpose.
(There is, to use an expressive Iif
colloquial phrase, no future in It).

.OE llterature has sprung an ill fav-

oured Minerva from the first page
of his fArst book of selections, a
mensk lady on molde mon may hir
calle, for Gode!

FRUSTRATION NOT LEARNING
Anyone who has suffered this frus-
tration of threce years highly unre-
warding study of OE can join
heartily with Profeasor Leavis in his
complaint—
“on the plea that unless he knows

- _—
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Anglo-Saxon and the History of the
Language (most of which he will
leave behind in the examination
roon:i] he mnE:g.z u:;mpetxgy undede;
stand moderp h e satu

is prevented from noqulrlng any real
understanding of anything."

—F. R. Leavis in "Education and

the University,” p. 138.

It seermns unfair to the lécturers in
language that they should be forced,
like high achool teachers, to teach
classes who may not care a button
for their subject, at 8 pace and on
a level that must be intolerable for
both the teacher and the student
with a flalr for lnguistic, unfair to
the literature lecturers who cannot
get the maximum co-operation from
always slightly pre-occupied stu-
dents themselves who are forced so
to divide their attention, and often
to do full justice neither to them-
selves nor to the quality of the De-

: ent's teaching. w

One is inclined to regard other
departments (even though they may
not be otherwise ans good as Vie-
torla's) where Anglo-Saxon has been
given entirely to the speclalists, as
versions of the Ideal. There must
indeed be a large number of students
who feel envious when they reflect
on the Ibilitien of any Honours
school *. . . ., emancipated literary
studles from the Llogulstic grinds
where the candidate for Honours
was under no compulsion to spend
himself on Anglo-Saxon and the
mt.l‘l

F. R. Leavis, “Education and
the Unlversity.” Preface.

BOOK REVIEW ...
MEN ON A RAFT

IINKING of taking a luxury trip

by alr or steamer? Why bother?
—much better to go on & raft, and
cheaper, too! If you haven't bocn an
that adventure with Kon-Tiki and
Thor Hyerdahl, you should go at
once.

The supreme quality of "Kon-Tiki"
is that it Includes you. While you
are reading it the room becomes a
bamboo cabin, and you are under the
guidance of “Kon-Tiki,” the god of
the sun, tossing about on the Paclfic,
with unknown fish in your bed. You
haul in sharks by their talls, and
greet your other fishy friends {rom
your observation basket.

The writer and originator of the
expedition s a scientist studying
ethnology, and ls specially interested
in the problem of the origin of the
Polynes . He does not forget
that many of his rcaders are inter-
ested in his obaservations from scien.
tists’ point of view. At the same
time his story is so alive with ad-
venture that on one, however much
or little they know about his subject,
can resist its appeal

“Kon-Tiki and I,” written by an-
other member of the party, Erik
Hesselberg, is entirely different. This
picture story book I3 personal,
which perhaps endears It to us even
more than Kon-Tiki. It changes
with the moment, to give us com-
ments on the gravest situations, and
light-hearted chatter, with a good
laugh over a Hula dance.

I would not recgrunend “Kon-Tiki
and I" for thosc *w#ho have not read
Kon-Tikl; it i3 more-a book Lo kcep
and bring duv,'r_n to revive memaories
of your trip ulroas the Pacific.

As for the scientific side—I1 have
not attempted to deal with it here.
It deserves a full volume, and will
get it when Thor Hyerdahl's book on
IPt. comes along. Meanwhile, hurry to

'eru.

In Responsc to Enguiries !!
Catholic Students’ Guild
“Integrity” and “Pax
Romana”

E President of the Catholic
Students’ Guild, Des Hurley, in-
forms us that coples of “Integrity,”
a Catholle Social Monthly, and “Pax
Romana,” the paper of the world-
wide organisation of Cathollc atu-
dents can be obtained through him
by writing to him through the com-
mon room letter racks.
He has sample coples avallable on
Joan for those -interested

Film Review . . .
“STATE SECRET"

Political Thriller

I'I!HE idea of Douglas Falrbanks
Junlor being  surgeon with a
world reputation Ia comle enough. His
performing his usual he-man antics
in this role, and In the midat of a
macabre nightmare supposed to rep-
resent & country east of the Oder, was
s screaming farce. In this falrytale
world, the people are sullen and un-
approachable, and yet they cheer
ecstatically at the sight of their
Premler, and (like the eminently
pleasant cable-car driver) they are
cheerfully loyal to tieir government.
They live under the fear of 'secret
police,” yet all the constabulary wear
flamboyant uniforms and rush about
manhandling suspected citizens in the
street, They are technically  back-
ward and their produce to
market In bullock-drays, yet they
have slick sanitoria, motor highways,
and railways. The government i3
tyrannical, yet the only effective help
a victim of brutality, iz from a black-
market racketeer and a vaudeville
whore, The members of the govern-
ment are represented as being fana-
tical for their cause, and yet they
are at the same time cynical and
worldly-wise, '

“State Secret” consists of non-
senslcal contradictions woven Into a
hymn of hate. Dr. Markow comes to
"Volsnia" by invitation, performs an
operation on the failing Premier, who
dies (presumably as a resuit). Al-
though there is a stand-in to mahke
public appearances, the Government
cannot allow the doctor loose with the
knowledge of the Premier's death.
Colonel Galcon (hideous lantern-
jawed Jack Hawkinsg) is the Cabinet
Minister who seems to have nothing
better to do than to give chase after
the doctor across the countryside in
an American aulomoblle, The doc is
trying (unsuccessfully) to reach the
U.S. Embassy, is hidden by the pros-
titute from the music hall (Glynis
Johns) who does a hair-ralsing alpine
crossing with him—straight into a
trap Iaid by the diabolical Galcon.
Then events throng fast—the stand-
in is shot publicly, the cat is out of
the bag, and doctor and lady-friend
are turned free to go back home to
the wonderful western world where
there 18 atill freedom, and, presum-
ably, the Ku Kiux Klan, Tamany Hall,
MacArthur, smallpox, and coca cola.
What a thrill. —PARTISAN.

£50 IN THE C.C.R.C.
KITTY

PURELY by chance the C.CR.C.
met one night recently, reviewed
the situation and the bank book. With
£50 still to spend and criticlsm
mounting further action was resolved
immediately.

Committee members are all look-
ing into the question of floor cover-
Ing and since Extrav. will prevent it
being laid this will not be completed
until after the wvacation. During
Extrav. all the C.C.R. furniture will
be stored in the Extrav. props cup-
board (room?) to protect it. Notices
are being prepared forbidding the re-
moval of furniture, the broken chairs
have been mended and the divans are
to be found. One has alrcady been
recovered from the Little Theatre.
The Executive Room is next for
restoration.

The committee hopes to start
permanent filea of newspapers of the
other Univeraity Colleges in the read-
ing rack.

Messrs. Jeff Stewart, Chris Pot-
tinger and Paul Cotton, the remain-
Ing committee members are ple
to notice & dozen or so regular com-
moners. They msk you to help by
keeping the place tidy and not remov-
ing the furniture.

Soggestion: Someone has sug-
gestad that the name Commmon
Common Room is too cumber-
some—replacement: Vice OCom-
mon Room.
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NZUSA CONFERS . ..

Bursaries—Marks—Motions Various

CONFERENCE of the N.Z. Unlversity Student’s Ansoclatiom wan held In
Auckland at the name time as the tournament. Matters arislng from the

August meeting minutes Included the question of the Blues Panel conntltution;
an investigation Into the holding of Winter Tournament and the Debatling

Tour of Auntralla

The report of the Victoria Coliege
delegation (Maurice O'Brien, Paul
Cotton and Val Jones) was an inter-
esting  document and  certainly
seemed to be much snore comprehen-
sive In coverage than the Reports
submitted by the other bodfes. Under
the Head of Peace Council It reiter-
ated its report of August iast which
informed Conference that It had re-
fused to send delegates to the Peace
Conference and noted that the special
general meeting called to oppase it in
this actlon lapsed for want of a
quorum. It was a pity I believe not
to mention also that Victoria Stud.
Assn. accepted an invitation to the
Youth For Pence Conference held in
the third term .of last year. Under
the head of ISS, it reported that
“the current Victoria attitude on the
rather involved guestion of Student
Relief seems to be that we stick to
what we have at the moment.” This
certainly is the attitude of the Execu-
tive here now, but from conversations
about the College I am quite sure
that It is by no means unanimous.
(Sece Page 6 of No. 1 of Salient for
this ycar).

On the position of Victoria College
with respect to the International
Union of Students the reporl men..
tioned the sending of three deicgaltes
by the College who were also observ-
ing for the New Zealand Student
Labour Federation. “As might be
expected,” the statement continued.
“the attitude of thelr reporty differed
somewhat from the Miller Report.”™
This report  {we., VUCSA. obser-
ver's one) will not be cyclostyled but
is available for perusal, together with
the Miller Report. Quite an extra-
ordinary statement follows Lhis onec.
“There is no current move at VUC
to urge NZUSA to reaffiliate to IUS”
OF course il may be that such a move
ia not recommended by the present
Exccutive, bul the delegation ought
to know that such a step has long
been advocated by members of the
Sacialist Club in the College and at
the New Zealand Student Labour
Conference being held at the same
time, just such a proposal was sug-
gested by the Victoria delegation as
desirable in all the Colleges.

OUR EDITOR—AGAIN

Under the heading of Internal
Affairs the Report noted that the
publication of SPIKE hnd been sua.
pended for the time being. The re-
port has an illuminating paragraph
on the question of "Sallent.” "It is
expected that the policy of the paper
may undergo a change under the
guidance of the new editor.” Mr
O’'Brien should have known that at
the very first meeting of Salient held
this year the new Editor of Salient
himself seconded the motion of Con-
rad Bollinger which pledged staff
support to the thirteen-year-old tra-
dition of the paper.

The report made mention of its
activitics in connection with the
South African Medical Scholarship
schemec.

BURSARIES

Certainly the most important remit
of the Auckland delegation concerned
the issue of bursariea: "“That in. view
of the Court of Arbitratior’s findings
on the rapldly rising coat of lving,
representations be made in the appro-
priate quarters for n review of all
scholarships and bursaries. particu-
farly those which purport te com-
pletely support a student and those
for students living away from home.”

LIQUOR AT CONGRESS

A number of remits and resolutions
were received from the Student Con-
gress held at Curlous Cove. Among
these were that In future NZUSA be

recommended to hold Congrcass per-
panently late In January, and that
Congress. be held at the Curious Cove
site in the years 1852, 1953 and 1834.

It was also recommended but not
adopted that liquor be allowed on
Congress site at the discretion of-the
Controller and the Steering Commit.
tee alone with regard to the follow-
lpg points; That liguor be distributed
in glasses only; that the distribution
be only at meal times; that there be
no other consumption of liquor other
than as mentioned above.

CONGRESS RESOLVED

Conference agreed to the holding of
Congress at Curious Cove in January
for the next three years. Most of
the Student Congress For Forum
resolutions were trented simply as
an expression of opinion and lapsed
for lack of support. In particular,
two Student Forum resolutions moved
by Arch Matheson and Betty Dibble
of Victoria were passcd over in thils
way. Arch Matheson's motlon was
that this Congress urge the N.Z, Gov-
crnment to give greater ald to South
East Asla. Betty Dibble promoted
the resolution, "“That the challenge to
our way of llife made by the Com-
munist tdeology should be met by the
widespread endeavour to understand
it: to compare the ideal with the
fucts of its practice and to encourage
discussion and publication to these
vnds rather than by suppression as in
Australia and vague prejudiced pro-
peganda against it, and often untrue
statements about it.” Although it
was a pity that these and other reso-
lutions dealing with less immediate
questions quietly expired, it was very
pleasing to note that Forum Resolu-
tions 3 and 9 were considered, at
lenst. Miss Sinclair of Otago had
moved the resolution recommending
that “examination marks (n all sub.
jects be made known.”  This was
acted upon by Conference and a
grievance worrying a large number
of students was ventilated thorough-
ly: reprgsentation will be made to
the Senate by the executive.  The
discussion which took place on the
expulsion of Indian student "Pat”
Charma by the N.Z. Government, was
quite unsatisfactory, atl least as far
a% the student press was concerned.
Conference went into committee for
10 minutes on the motion of the AUC
Jdelegate (Britain and the Iron Cur-
tain was Rung Down). If Conference
was satisfled by the explanations
given there are a great number of
students in the colleges who are go-
Ing to ask WHY ? very insistently in
the coming months.

Perhaps of greatest moment to
sportsmen here and at the other col-
leges was Victoria-sponsored pro-
poeal to investigate the continuance
of Winter Tournament. It posed the
question: Was Tournament fulfllling
its function? As far as it is poasible
to ascertain the matter is still un-
scttled and will come up again at
the next conference in August.

DESPARD,

(But thia motion was In the termx
of Old Timer's letter In lssue 1: Le,
to lead studeats ln the fulfilment and
maintenance of rights and duties,
keep students informed of events Im-
portant to them Inalde &nd outside
the College, act an an honest muck-
raker In commentary on natlonal and
International affalra, stimulate Intel-
lectual controversy and to create a
VUC.-consclonsness by making stu-
dents aware of the College's tradi-
tions, etc.—Ed)

(This meeting ocootlnued for 18
tours and the minutes run into 18
pages, and slnce further matters
were probably discussed more Infor-
mation ls belog sooght—Ed,).

NOT the U.S.
Right or Wrong!

!I!HE Debating Soclety held its first
regular meeting of the year in
the Little Theatre on Friday, April
6th. Subject: “That this house con-
siders that New Zealand's fereign
policy is detrimental to the best in-
terests of New Zealand people,” was
car{led by the audlence on a vote of
23-9.

Conrad Bollinger and Nancy Pearce
took the affirmative with John Pat-
terson and Frank Curtin the negative,

Maurice O'Brien took the chair in
the temporary absence of President,
Jim Milburn, and a distinguished
guest was George (of Gan Gan)
Pittendrigh, Presldent of Aupstrallan
N.U.S., who spoke impressively
and feellngly on Japanese re-
armament, and emphasised that the
danger of New Zenland came from a
naval power.

Mr. A. Eaton Hurley, a former
member of the Debating Soclety, was
judge.

Conrad Bollinger thought our best
interests lay in the standard of liv-
ing, freedom, and world peace. Along
with almost everyone else he-didn't
lilke Mr. Holland’'s New York state-
ment. "We're with you through thick
and thin" (Interjection from Dougy,
Foy "He'd just finished his soup!™)

He distinguished fascism as =&
threat to other nations, whcreas
socialism worked from within.

Frank Curtin took the order Free-
dom, Peace, Standard of living, and
in the face of Russian armament and
three year consciption asserted that
our only policy to avert war was Lo
re-arm. The Stockholm Peace Appeal
had to be looked at in the light of the
statement of the Czech Minister of
Education: “World Peace can only
be achicved under Communism.”™ De-
spite reading the ‘“Peoples Volce"”
(cheers from audience) he believed
that New Zealand had a better
chance of freedom with U.S.A. than
with U.S.8.R.

Nancy Pearce aimed at an abstract
policy based on freedom and justice
rather than a selfish one arising out
of fear of Communism and a wish
to continue to exploit the East. We
could not follow both Britain and
U.8.A., whose policies differed, and
the U.S.A. was too unreliable, any-
way, with Senator Taft as a spokes-
man. What did Truman say . . . .
*“Threatened 10 punch his nose"—
audlence.

We should take pride in having
an Independent voice which would
Eeslost if we took sides with the

An encouraging number of new
speakers took the floor, two earning
placings., In accordance with tradi-
tion, they were spared the ordeal of
interjections. i

Mr. Eaton Hurley's placings were:

First, Jim Mliburn, who with his
usunl fluent and vigorous style de-
cried the hate that led to wams. Na-
tional Independence was second to
life itself, which was more than ever
menaced by the atom bomb.

Frank Curtin was second, Doug
Foy a breathless third, Patterson

Are Students All
Talk?

'Tm trooble with these damp uni-
veraity students is that tbey're
all talk and no actlon. They talk =
hell of s lot about the equality of all
men, rights of coloured people In
Indla and so on. Some of them are
sort of religious and talk about lov-
Ing our nelghbours in Asia. What do
they do about [t? Not a darn thing!'™
So mald X, s voclferous passenger. on
a 6 o'clock trzmr. ‘

Is he right? The V.U.C. LS.S. com-
mittee doesn’'t think so. We think
some at V.U.C. will want to help
1.8.S., a non-partisan, non-secre-
tarian, university organisation whose
main interest is, at present, helping
countless students in Europe and

" Agia who are trylng to study under

seemingly  Impossible conditions.
Some can stand up to it, but many
fall victim to T.B.. malaria, dysentry
and typhoid. 1.S.S. tries to help by
providing drugs—but drugs coat
money—that's why we want you to
help,

Would you like to have as your
only place for living, sleeping, and
studying, a bare 10ft x 12ft room
shared with 4 others? If you were a
student In Madros you'd count your-
selp fortunate to have that

Madras isn't an ILS.S. relief area
because conditions aren't bad enough.
No wonder when hundreds of stu-
dents in Calcutta have to sleep on the
atreets. The I[.S.S. committee thinks
some students at V.U.C. will want
to help I.S.S. do something about
thig gort of thing by providing hostels,
health centres, etc. That's why we're
asking you to help us get money for
this by working on Saturday, April
28, If you can't spare half a day, per-
haps you could give us 10/- or so. We
don't think there’'s a single student at
Vic. who can't either spare a morning
to work or give us a few bob. If you
ean help by working or giving, fill in
a work-day form. (Forms are posted
on the main notice board and in both
common rooms.)

Are university students all talk and
no action? That depends on m

—

The Exec. or . ..
Little by Little !
HE matters various both com-
plaints and suggestions which
have so far appeared in our pages
since the beginning of the year have
all been raised at wmeetings of the
Executive.

Two of the most lmportant:
washroom towels and rubblsh
boxes have been the subjsct of
letters to the Registrar. A letter
te the Registrar on such matters
usually has results.

All the matters will be dealt with
in a letter from the Executive which
we shall publish,

Pearce, Conrad Bollinger,
Beaglchole, and Bryce Harland took

the other placings.

— FOR

DRAMA
SCIENCE
NOVELS

THE —

Best Books on All Subjects

MUSIC
ART
CLASSICS

CHILDREN'S BOOKS
— Visit —

HODEINSSR BOOKS

483 Manners St. (opp. Schneidemsan’s)

_l
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— A FABLE FOR THE TIMES ——
How the Socialist Club Lost Its Head

/ ' s

“What

S~
About Me ?”

With acknowledgements to the “Evening
Post."

(QNCE upon a time there was o Socialist Club at the big green

> house at the top of the tennis court. It began one night in a
little room in the house, called “Salient Room,” they

thought it

would be jolly to have a club, and it was called the.Socialist Club.
And when they had a club they wanted a “Patron” to put at the

top to make it look pretty like a candle on a birthday cake. So
they made Mr, Skinner from the big greyhouse called Parl-ia-ment

the Patron.

It wasn’'t much good having a club unless they had lots of fur;,
S0 first of all they started to pass all sort of re-o-lut-ions.
spell all the time, and one day they had

this was a hard word to

a crocodile intead like the bigger children at boardwg school.

This crocodle went along the street just like the Brownies, except
they were mostly out of step. This they called the hid-on-
Dem-onst-rat-ion which is very important in history. Some bad
had tried to get them put out of other clubs in the big green
wooden house, but a clever man made a very important speech

about liberty, and they were allowed to say.
Then Mr. Skinner said something they didn't like—it wasn't

a naughty word but it just wasn’t what they liked to hear.
just like an old candle off the birthday cake.

they threw him away

So they went back to the little room in the big green house
and thought of who they could have instead. And someone

thought of Mr. Combs who was a read old man who was very much
ct-ed. So they made Mr. Combs thc Patron.
a long time after this they were happy, especially with a new word
called “Peace” which was a lot easter to spell than *“Re-gso-lu-tion.”
and onc day they met in the big green house
and thought about the Patron, and how it would be good to have

liked and re-spe

Time went by

a Pres4-dent instead. This would make Mr. Combs like a very

candle ’cos then people mightn't sce how small and

big fancy G
crumbly the birthday cake had not. 'Cos year by year lots had

found that the club wasn’t so friendly after all, if you didn't
like what Russia did, you weren't wel-come at all.

So they

made Mr., Combs pres-i-dent and put it in the paper.

And Mr. Combs wrote to the paper and said he didn’t like being

the president (being an M.A. he didn't

spell it 1 t) ‘cos

no one had asked him about it and he didn’t want the job.
Moral—Make sure the cake is worthy of the candle.—A.W.C.

But

€sia

S0

For

Enter—A Murderer

THE university’s social season begins about this time every year

Graduands pay tactful calls on old friends and relations. to
borrow a gown to be capped in; university wits pay indignant calls
on the editorial committee of “Cappicade” to complain about their
dirty Limmericks not being printed; and all the female fm;ahers
pay enthusiastic calls on the Gymnasium to show their legs-to
David Cohen, who grades them into first, second, and third rows of

the Extravaganza chorus.

Extrav is here agsain. Extrav is
ever the centre of the social life of
the university seaspn. Through the
weeks of rehearsals — discordant
orchestra-tunings, high-pitched pep-
talks from a demented producer,
thumps and crashes from the proper-
ties staff and the male ballet, hungry
yelps from the whole caat around the
saveloy-pot on Sunday evenings—a
community is buflt up. And this com-
munity has a spirit, chlefily mani-
fested in much whooping In the smasll
hours of the momnings after the
evenings when the show is on the
boards, There is dancing (for those
who like that sort of thing), there
is beer, and there is the cemetery.

Rehearsals have begun for 1851°s
show of the year, "Sidarella.” With
this year's show, V.U.C. Extravs
return to a political theme from the
traditionally heretical point of view.
Extravs have travelled many and
varied zig-zag tracks slnce those
ploneer days when the late Judge
Ostler and Fanny Irvine-Smith clod-
hopped around the stage in tights.
The heights were reached in the poli-
tical satlres emanating from the
genius of Ronald L. Meek, the last

and greatest of which was the 1845
farce “Peter in Blunderland."” (And
how fond the newspaper critics are of
telling us!) Inevitably, all extravs
must suffer in comparison.

We do not pretend that “Sidarella”
hita the Meekapots. But it has points
to recommend it. So the selection
committee thought when they picked
“Sidarella” from the 6 scripts sub-
mitted. But the "Sidarella” that hits
the Opera House at the end of May
will be & very different colour of a
cow from the raw-burned document
that saw the light three months Bgo.
All characters are entirely fictitious,
of course, and any resemblance be-
tween them and persons living, dead,
or otherwise, is entirely co-incidental.

Sldarella sits and wrings her hands
{and other peoples’ pockets) in the
House of Wrecks. Sidarella is in the
competent hands of that adept Ex-
travaganzactor, Dougall MacDougall
MacDonald Donald. With her, she has
her step-sistersa—the Jolly Dodgeéer be-
ing taken by John Patterson, with

enthusiasm. The source of Siddies

home troubles seem to be industrial,

there are choruses of Strikers and

Pikers, and strange individuals like

Fire-Plug Belch and Shock Bam-

;anrllﬁe (Bernle Spolsfy and Hec Mac-
elll).

It ig the search for her long-loat-
and-requiring-to-be-found Fairy God-
mother, the Buzzard of Uz, that
takes Siddle and her step-sisters
across land and ocean to Egypt,
Gorea, the Land of Freedom and De-
mockracy, and finally back to a
glorious welcome home, with much
Jjollification. In Egypt we find Mr.
Rattlee and the King (Fat-Faroot)
gambling for the future of the Sew-
age Canal, and the Minx of the
Sphinx very jealous of the love of
the potentate himself. In Gorea we
walk In on the Futility Council of
the Benighted Nations in session, see
Spleen Archerbomb rallying demo-
cracy's ranks, and Stickitinsky try-
ing to blow the place to Jericho. The
scene finishes with the Mikartho of
Japan (Con Bollinger) *taking over
the Councll, only to be punched on
the nose by Harry Bluman himself.

From there to Jellls Island s a
short step. Customs officials and the
great General Schelsenhauser (Mike
McLeod) cross-question the step-
sisters as they land to make certein
that they are not disloyal, and they
arc finally introduced to their friend
the Buzzard—dressed to fit the part
of uncle Sam. The Buzzard returns
with them to the Land of the Long
White Shroud, and there assists them
to sell up the national assets. Much
joviality ends in the marriage of
Sidarella to the great Prince Balder
‘Ii:-uh. and the final curtain is rung

oWTL.

The public only gets this sort of
thing once a year. We must make
sure that by the time that final cura
tain descends, they have had plenty
of it. That means that the show
MUST be a good one—and it will
only be that if EVERY ABLE-
BODIED HAM-ACTOR IN THE
COLLEGE rolls up to the next re-
hearsal in the top Gymnasium,
Properties staff and wardrobe, not to
mention the programme-sellers, the
make-up staff, and the back-stage
boys could atill do with some more
pcople too. Roll up, tumble up, every-
body come,

This is university season. Be in it,
and make the most of it.
_CIB-

PEACE WEEK AT
VUC

'I!HE first activity of PEATE
WEEK at the College was held
on Monday, 8th April, in the Com-
mon Common Room (Lower Gym).
The night's entertainment consisted
of two parts: 1at, the formation of
2 Peace Commlittee or Club, and the
showing of an American produced
technicoélour film “Where Will You
Hide?"" )

The fAlm was shown to a crowded
audience of about 60 atudents—it
was a vivid statement of the fact
that won't and can't hide when
the next atom bomb arrives. An
np[.:la.l was made to slgn the Stock-
holm Appeal to Ban the Atom Bomb
and other weapons of masas destruc-
tion and a number of gignatures

wﬂ; collected. _

en the assembly priceeded to
constitute itself A meeting under the
chajrmunship:>of Lance Robinson,
Maurice Pagan] spoke briefly on the
devastation which he saw at firat
hand at Hiroshima. A fratermal

visitor from the Wellington Pcace
Council, Rona Balley, detalled very
briefly the coming activities of her
organisation — these included the
visit of Dean. Chandler to Welling-
ton, who spoke in the Town Hall
on Tucsday, April 17th—and the
New Zealand Natlonal Peace Con-

to be held on May 8th-12th at
the Auckland Towmn Hall Inter-
national figures expected to be pre-

sent will include Mme. Sun Yat Seny

Paul Robeson, the Dean of Canter-
bury and Mra. Jesse Street, -

The meeting proceeded to discuss
the formation of a Peace Committee
in the College. The following Interim
committee was elected and in-
structed to prepare a draft constitu-
tion to ba submitted to a meeting
to be held not later than the fArst
week of the 2nd term, and subse-
quently to the Students' Exec. for
ita ratification.

from the

@ ™y

MODE

WAITENATA .
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BOXING ROWING EVERAL TALII;IJIVG SPong .
E mament ed thin . Tournament ts which did wnw. e the last
Tﬂuf I;o:hlppo':ntﬁ:r:;t tom::: wo-‘ ‘;’f,’_,;,““,’fj{f,:;. mﬁ,’; “gﬂ,‘:‘;ﬁ;ﬁﬂ- issue are given in this issue. I am sorry that they did not
toria boxing team; mot xo much be- i .” Bogt Race and the N.ZU: appear last issue and wish to thank all those people who sent in

cause we were opilmistic prior to
the tournament Itself, but rather be-
canse of the fact that baving won all
our prellminary bouts, numberlog five
altogether, we regarded ournejves 88
xomewhat untucky in not belng abié
to take advantage of such n fine
start.  Wr were however defeated by
the narrowesit of margins, and we
were undoubtedly not entitled to win
on our eftorfs, even though In the
clrcumstances thess were better than
we had hoped. ’

As mentioned we won all five pre-
liminary contests on Saturday morn-
ing, and went on in the evening to
win two finals, being closely defeated
in two other finals. Indeed, had our
lightweight representative not had
such an enervating fight in the morn-
ing, he might have been able to swing
the scales in our favour by dint of his
superior strength and fitness, againat
an experienced and ringwise boxer in
Frank Davis of Auckland.

Individually the light heavyweight
division was won by Jim Donald for
Victoria, who turncd on a display In
the evening superior to his prelimin-
ary fght, whlch he won closely.
Donald fought very strongly, punch-
ing mainly to the head with straight
lefts and rights. and gained lhe ver-
dict jurgely from his cleaner blows.

Bob Street was successful in the
middleweight class and as usual, he
gave us the benefit of a polished dis-
play of boxing, both his bouls ending
in technical knock-outy. Street is a
great strength to the club, and has
now won the litle twice in succes
5100.

Tony Keesing did well” to outpoint
his Otago opponent in the morning,
heating him fairly easily, but against
a horse of a Jdifferent colour in the
evening, he was outpointed by
O'sSulllvan of Auckland. Showing
greut gamencss Keesing stuck it out
remarkably well, and O'Sullivan was
hard pressed to score points at all
stages. Tony was our featherweight
representative,

Bruce Brawn turned on two sound
and skilful fights and was unfortunate
to be beaten In the evening only by
virtue of his opponent's superior fit-
ness. Brown had to flight probably
the fittest man in the Tournament.
He was the welterweight representa-
tive.

Our last representative was Mick
Duvis, of Massey, a lightweight who
fought surprisingly well to severely
beat a skilful boxer in Button of
Canterbury —later going on to run
Frank Davis very close. F. Davis had
4 very hard fight was at an im-
mediate disadvantage—in the circum-
stances his fphtling deserves high
pralse, :

None of our boxers werp awarded
blues.

Tournament Race were held on the
same day..As every one knows
Oxford-Cambridge-, classic wasn't
such & show . . . Oxford
swamped early in the race and in the
later re-row was soundly beaten by
15 lengths.

Now looking at our own N.Z.U.
Rowing classic, V.U.C. like Oxford
was coming along . . . two incidents
however point to Victoria belng the
better of the two. Firstly they did
not swamp, and sccondly they did
not come last as Otago was dis-
qualified. Nevertheless it must be
admitted that our crew was & disap-
pointment both to themselves and to
their supporters, and it was felt that
they were not at thelr best and could
and should have done better. It was
Auckland's race from the start and
it must be admitted that they were
a very fine crew indeed, while c.u.C.
and O.U. likewise put up a spirited
performance.

In the Fours we witnessed a close
finish between A.U.C. and C.U.C., our
own crew filling third place. Al-
though Incking in pollsh theirs was a
creditable effort if one considers the
short training period that was avail-
able to them.

In the Double Sculls, L. Smith and
0. Weenlnk rowed quite well to il
the second place for V.U.C., although
once again A.U.C. won by a consider-
able margin. Later in the morning
a crew from the Combined Auckiand
Clubs met in an invitation race
against a Composite Crew in which
V.U.C. was represented by D. Horsely
and C. Drummond. Despite the
fatigue of the University men the
race promiscd to have a thrilling
finish, had an amusing incident not
marrea ne race .. . both crews
ran agrouna in the mud flats as the
tide receaea and the Auckland Club's
Crew were more quickwitted in
nbondoning the boat for about fifty
yards then scrambling aboard to
finish several yards ahead.

Dcespite poor weather, the con-
ditions were favourable for some good
rowing although a strong outflowing
current added to the length of the
course. Our thanks go to Peter
Butcher and the Auckland Rowing
Club for their successful organisation,
and to the charming lasses who pro-
vided the refreshments,

One lesson to be learnt from Auck-
land's outstanding succenses In the
Rowlog Is the nccesslty for Clubs to
have thelr own sheds and equipment.
With It there 15 no limit to what can
be done¢ nnd without it there Is un-
fortunately little scope for lncreased
activitien. Let us hope that the time
Is not far distant when Victoria may
be able to boast its own “Club” in
the full sense of the word.

WHEN IN TOWN

W_hitcombe & Tombs Lid.

(Bports Department)
LAMBEQN QUAY, WELLINGTON

Visit
WHITCOMBE & TOMBS
SPORTS3 DEPARTMENT
And inspect their range of Sporting Goods.

Full stocks of Golf Clubs, Tennis Racquets, Hockey Sticks,
and Table Tennis equipment are available
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reports on the Tournament events. I hope that they will continue
to send in sports news throughout next terms. As the Winter
Sports Season is now getting under way many freshers are won-
dering about our sporting activities in the Winter. One way of
advertising your club is through Salient. I would a it
if all sports club secretaries would send me a report of their clubs

and their proposed

activities for the coming season. You cannot

expect freshers to play for VUC if they cannot find out about the
club in which they are interested. The main notice board is
cluttered up with all sorts of notices and it is too easy to overlook

the various notices of the sports clubs.

Unless the present club

members do their bit towards interesting Freshers in our clubs
we will certainly lose a lot of players to outsideficlubs. One way
of arousing this interest is by sending reports into Salient. We

will publish them.

It is over to you.

APOLOGY
OME kind person handed in sports copy entitled Tournament

Roundup.

1 am afraid that as some of the writing wasg com-

pletely illegible and that which was readable had been published
in other reports on the Tournament this report was not published.
If the writer would contact me and give me the information
regarding Easter Tournament next year I will be only too pleased
to publish it. Thanking you—DAPHNE DAVEY. |

HARRIERS

T the AGM of the Harrier Club,
held on April 2nd the following
officers were elected,

Prestdent, G. F. Dixon Esq., C.B.E.;
Vice Presldents, Dr. F. B. Shorland,
Muessrs. A, G. Bagnall, D. Calrns, Jur.,
N. Claire, R, M. Daniell, d. C. Hawke,
L. C. McDowell, S. K. Newunll, F. D.
O'Flynn, F. O'Kane, M. J. Poole, G.
C. Sherwood, D. A, Viggers, Dr. R,

Hunt: Coaches, W, M. Matheson, M..

G. Truebridge; Hon. Scc., S. R.
Searle; Committee, T. Levy, R. M.
Milburn, K. M, Phillips.

This year's training scheme will
be conducted under the joint guldance
of Mac Matheson and Mike True-
bridge. All intgnt on getting fit are
invited to come along to Weir House
basement at 8 p.m. on Tuesday and
Thuraday nights. At 930 am. on
both Saturday 21st and Saturday 28th
April, lectures (including films) will
be given on cross-country running by
Mr, Hutchings in the Oriental Gym-
nasium, Hataital. All who may be in-
terested are extended a cordial In-
vitation to attend.

Sat. April 21st.

There will be an invitation run at
Maausey College. For details of means
of transport and time of departure
refer to the college noticeboard.

This run will commence from the
Johnsonville Anglican Church at 2.30
p-m. Those Interested in joining the
fun should meet at the Railway Sta-
tion at 1.15 pam,

Sat. May 5th.

The "“Novice Race” of two and a
half miles will be held at Worser Bay
starting at 2.30 p.m. This race is
open to all iers who have not won
a race off 5¢ chhslnceleavlng school.

All who have lost some of their
youthful 6 iess should remember that
in addition to medium and fast packs,
a slow pack is always run. It's
never too late to start working off
some of that surplus condition. How
about rolling along to the next run?
New membpers will be welcomed with
open &rms,

e ——————

STOP PRESS

N the first match of the year,
V.U.C. 1st XV completely
overwhelmed last year’s champs,
Marist by 11 polnts to 3. Keop
it up, boys, it is time we had
the Jubilee Cup again !!

IMPORTANT NEWS

N.Z.U. Men's' Basketball
Team has been selected
and will shortly embark upon a
tour of Australin, Welling-
tontans wil have their only op-
portunity to see these boys in
action on the evening of May
20th. A game has been arranged
between the N.Z.U. team and o
Representative  Hutt  Valley
team at the Trentham Gym.
Special buses will leave Pet-
one Post Office at 6.16, Hutt
Post Office at 6.30 and return
buses have been arranged. Dur-
ing the course of the evening a
colection will be taken up 1o
assist with the expenses of the
overseas tour and the N.ZU. |
Men's Basketball Assoclation
hopes that University atudents [
will give their wholehearted sup- k
port. We do not know whether [
V.U.C. is represented in this J
team but we wish the team all §
the best for a very succeasful
and pleasant tour of Australia. §

r[ﬁ{E first game between A.U.C. and
C.U.C. was very fast and was
only marred by the raln which fell
throughout the first half. This game
resulted in a win for AUC by 28 to
11. VUC then took the court against
QU. Otago’s speed quickly gave them
a lead. During the second half VUC
began to get the ball through much
more successfully. The shooting was
very accurate but the ball falled to
reach the goal circle often enough.
The Otago forwards were all out-
standing and Julle Hunt (VUC) play-
ed a very fast and accurate me
in the defence. On the whole, for
the first game Victoria did very well,
31 to 11,

AUC and OU played a very even
game and it was only in the last few
minutes that Otago drew away to
win' 24 to 22. The match VUC ver-
sus CUC looked throughout the first
half llke & possible win for VUC but
with the departure of the sidellne
supporters the team seemed to tire,
the shooting was leas accurate and in
the last three minutes CUC caught
up and won 14 to 11.

The following Monday VUC played
AUC. Victoria played the best game
yet, cheered on by a large crowd of
supporters. The ball was lost in the
goal clrcle too often. All players
played excellent games especiall
Julle Hunt and Evelyn Garbett.
final score 22 to 8 did not indicate the
great lmprovement of VUC's game.

Four of VUC's players were select-
ed for the North Island team. They
were Julle Hunt, Evelyn Garbett, Pat
Wlson and Muriel Batchelor. The
last two being emergencies. This
match resultad in a win for the North
Island 23 to 20.
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