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Salient Dispute



"Let Facts be Submitted to a Candid World"



"Salient" owes a duty to students to keep them informed of every important event in the life of the college. When academic freedom is endangered by the creation of mountains out of molehills, bystanders can be left to draw their own conclusions; but they must know what is going on.


Accordingly we give here a terse factual history of the events leading up to the beginning of the sales of "Salent" in the College, and the summoning of the ex-Editor to appear before the Professorial Board.



Six days after the appearance of the July 27 issue of "Salient", the Editor received a letter from the President of the Students' Association, informing him of the Principal's decision to ban the sales of that issue in the College pending the next meeting of the Professorial Board. The reason given was the nature of certain remarks contained in, and the general tone of, an article entitled "Our Heritage Reviewed"—an essay towards a review of Beaglehole's history of VUC which had been submitted for publication by a graduate.


The Students' Association Executive met the Principal the same week and discussed the matter. As a result, they decided to send formal apologies to Sir David Smith and Mr. Will Appleton, whose names were mentioned in the offending article. At that stage it was not known by the Editor of "Salient" that either of these persons had taken exception to the comments made on them.


Next day, the present Editor (Denny Garrett) and the Editor nominally responsible for the issue concerned (Pete Jenkins) interviewed the Principal. After some discussion of the nature of the comments made (which he did not consider in any way libellous, but merely in bad taste, and likely to injure the good name of the College), the Principal stated that he was unwilling any longer to bear the sole responsibility for permission to distribute "Salient", and he considered it his duty to ban sales in the College until the Professorial Board met. Interim permission was granted for the following issue (that of August 10).


The Professorial Board met, and informed the Students' Association Executive that it could not grant permission for the distribution of future issues until certain matters had been cleared up. Following the same meeting, Pete Jenkins received a strange communication, informing him that he should appear at a special meeting of the Board to give his reasons "why they should not take disciplinary action against him" for his editorial on Weir House in June, and the publication of "Our Heritage Reviewed". The reversal of a well-known principle of British justice is striking.


The threat of disciplinary action is serious, as serious as the banning of "Salient" itself. The reasons for both, therefore, warrant careful consideration.


Let us look at the two articles which caused the fuss. As to "Belly Rumbles in Weir", the general tenor of its sentiments were echoed by a unanimous resolution of the Students' Association's Annual Meeting. And we feel that much unnecessary noise has been made over "Our Heritage Reviewed". If an article in a college paper cannot make fair comment on the actions and utterances of graduates, then what can it do? (It is to be noted that the Board took no disciplinary action against the perpetrators of a scurrilous leaflet distributed in the College last April, and making false statements regarding the then Secretary of the Association.)


On 6th September, Pete Jenkins attended the special meeting of the Prof. Board. Salient reporters were refused admittance. Pete made a prepared statement to the Board in which he stated his willingness to apologise for anything printed which was proved untrue.


"As a student of the college I should be free to publish criticism of a college activity which concerns me and other students." was his statement on the Weir House editorial. "It is the situation at Weir House that is bringing discredit to the college, not the fact that I described it."


As to "Our Heritage Reviewed," he had had legal advice to the effect that the article was not libellous, but came within the bounds of fair comment. The Exec. had made apologies to Mr. Appleton and Sir D. Smith, and both had intimated their intention of letting the matter rest.


"Clearly the article has a left-wing approach," he said, "but that does not itself make it reprehensible. Students should be free to criticise pulbic figures, and Salient is the only place for them to do so. The article is in keeping with Dr. Beaglehole's book.


"Students should be as free as other people, if not freer to publish their views within the normal restraints of the law.


"Salient is an independent organ of student opinion. The editor is bound by the normal laws of the land, and is responsible to the Students' Association, whose Exec. has expressed its full confidence in the editor."


He was then dismissed, and told he would hear from the Board later.


The Stud. Ass. Exec. discussed the matter with the Board later at the same meeting. The Board suggested that there be provision for a censorship of Salient articles. It was suggested that the editor be given general instructions at the time of his appointment, that he exercise extreme discretion in the publication of articles; and that where he is in doubt about the good taste of any particular article, he submit it to two officers of the Students' Association for their opinion.


The Exec. subsequently considered these recommendations, and resolved to add them to the publication regulations. Apart from the fact that this still leaves the discretion in the hands of the editor, and alters the existing situation but little, the action of the Exec. in leaping to obey the Board's directions is questionable.


The crowning glory came two days later when Pete Jenkins received the following letter from the Registrar in the name of the Board. It requires little comment, except to point out the noticeable absence of any attempt to answer Pete's statement. The letter reads as follows:


"After having heard you at its meeting yesterday, the Board decided that, in publishing the article 'Our Heritage Reviewed' in the issue of 'Salient' on July 27th, 1949, you had been guilty of conduct that tended to bring discredit on the college.


"The Board also decided that you be severely reprimanded and fined five pounds (£5)."
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At the August meeting of the NZ Student Labour Federation, held in Auckland during Tournament, it was resolved on the motion of AUC Labour Club that "NZSLF protest at the action of the Professorial Board of VUC towards the Editor of Salient. It further defends the right of students to express freely their own opinions in student publications."
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You May Lead a Lamb to Slaughter


Elsewhere in this issue, we give a full account of the whole dispute which led, after the publication in our issue of 27th July of the article "Our Heritage Reviewed," to the banning of Salient.


This account has deliberately been kept purely factual.


The incident culminated last week when, after the ex-editor, Mr. Jenkins, and the Executive had both met the Professorial Board Mr. Jenkins was informed that he has been fined five pounds for "bringing the name of the College into disrepute"—or some such fine phrase.


We realise that there must be some professors with a respect for freedom of expression, to whom the Board's decision must have been as hateful as it was to us. It is impossible that our professors could have been unanimous in this decision. The dissentients will forgive any remarks we make here which seem too sweeping.


Moreover, it is possible that commenting on actions of the Professorial Board is also "subversive of discipline," but we intend to do so as strongly as this provocative action merits.


The editor of Salient is appointed by the Executive; his action was therefore not that of an individual student, but that of an official of the Association. Admittedly, one can interpret "bringing the good name," etc., pretty much as widely as one likes: but this use of the power of fine which the Board enjoys under the regulations we can only describe as a complete misuse of that power.


It would thus be quite extraordinary, even if disciplinary action were justified. In our opinion, the article was singularly innocuous—far less scathing in any case than remarks such as Dr. Beaglehole made on the Council's attitude to the Von Zedlitz affair; however, he will undoubtedly be summarily dealt with when he returns from overseas.


What is the motive of the Board in acting in this astounding manner?


The editor resigned through pressure of work after publication but before distribution of that issue; the Board could therefore not request his removal from office. Dr. Beaglehole in his book, applies a neat metaphor to Salient and student opinion, but it would appear to be the Board which is now irritated by the grain, and is (if we remember Dr. Beaglehole's words correctly) "lashing out"


Lashing out to some purpose. The ex-editor is now to be the sacrificial lamb to propitiate the wrath which might have come. The Board is asking for its five pounds of flash.


Is it propitiation? Or is it merely retaliation? Whichever it is, the action is nexcusable. It is incredible when one considers that many of these men have fought the same attitude in others—again see the history. Our chief regret is that Dr. Beaglehole is unlikely to be in a position to give the incident the treatment it deserves in the history of the next five years. The whole matter could have been settled quietly to everyone's satisfaction had the Board not taken this course. In the past, Board and students have co-operated well; Dr. Beaglehole noted that there has, of late, been a decline from the old amicability. Does the Board consider that this sort of action is calculated to improve relations? When the college is split with internecine strife, isn't the "good name of the college" all the more likely to be endangered? If the students have (in the Board's opinion) acted rather irresponsibly, is such a reply as this any more acceptable?


The Association is forced to act firmly; if the Professorial Board is prepared to forego any pleasure it might get from executing vengeance, then relations may not deteriorate. Students are more likely to react favourably to what they consider a wise and reasonable decision than one which cannot but seem an enormity. The quickest way to get the good name of the college into disrepute is to allow this decision to stand. If it stands, it must be challenged.


The Board thinks the article was unwisely published; with that view, we disagree, upholding the editor's right to have published within the bounds of the law. But whatever are the merits or demerits of the original incident, there isn't the slightest doubt about the Professorial Board's reply. The most charitable view of it is that it is both unimaginative and ill-considered.


—D.G., endorsed by the members of "Salient" staff.
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Economics of the 25th 
Century






This is a description of the control of society, more particularly of the method of allocation which may well be available to the people of later centuries. The problem of distribution solved!



Children in this society are kept in an educational institution until they are sixteen. The age is of course, arbitrarily defined, and will in fact be determined by practical considerations: allocation on the behalf of children is made by the adults—the mode of this will become apparent in later discussion. The educational system is prepared in such a way that desires of the children will be directed to those objects of which the society has plentiful supply, and their characters to the forms of culture and morals which have been found best to give a stable society. (In particular the fault of capitalist society in directing desire to the acquisition of money is corrected—for this must in most cases be unsatisfied). It is however, impossible to ensure conformity, and the success of the education is determined at a complete psychological check-up which is made at 16, the record being kept at the Department of Advantages as a basis for future allocation. Every individual is assigned an abnormality coefficient, indicating his deviation from the social normal. (The significance of this coefficient will become apparent shortly.)


The significant basis for the allocation of resources to the adult members of the society is the use of standardised tests which detect the truth of the answers with unerring accuracy. Using these latest techniques, the proportions of desire for specific items out of the total desire of any individual can be determined. Every adult is tested in this way once a month, the results being completed in the form of a scale, e.g.: Per 1000



Food, Type 1


Type 2


etc



Drink......



Music......



Religion......



Sex:......



Knowledge......



Power......



Education......etc.


Note the complete range of desires (this is merely a selection), each with the requisite sub-groups. Also completed are particulars as to:—



	1.
	Present control oves resources, e.g., garden vegetables, funds from the previous month.


	2.
	Position held in the society—with the quantities of poyer, friendship, etc., assigned to it. These quantities will be determined by the Advantages Department, and revised yearly. The quantities will be assigned on the basis of a normal person: for any individual this will be adjusted by use of the abnormality coefficient (which is revised every year with the positions).


	3.
	Home and cultural life: possession of wife, etc., with quantities assigned to his position in society—co. efficients for power, friendship, etc.




These forms are forwarded to the Economics Department which aggregates the total of these desires (after deducting individual means of satisfaction). Every individual is given the right to satisfaction of his total desire equally with all other members of the society. If at any period the resources are not sufficient which may happen in an early stage), then each person must forgo the same proportion of his total desire.






Distribution of Resources


Each individual's desires are given the same weight and the total demand ascertained by the weighted quantities. The total of resources is also calculated for each month. This includes total position power, teaching strengths, club vacancies, orchestras, etc. Distribution is determined by the simple solution of the mathematical equations obtained from the foregoing analysis. As you may have realised by now, the machine techniques of book-keeping and economic allocation have advanced in step with the social sciences. I would point out also that the scientists of the 25th century are not so naieve as to deduct 10 per cent. arbitrarily from all desires in the case of the ratio of resources available to total desires being only 90 per cent. If this eventually is possible extra columns on the form will show the way in which the 10 per cent. (or 20 per cent., etc.) should be deducted in each case—whether from each desire in proportion, or all from one, etc.






Conclusions


It can be seen that this system provides the panacea against all revolution; for everyone will be as happy as possible, with a minimum of frustration. It must not be thought that humans will become blase: they will have no Idea themselves what their desires really are. When they receive their allocation, this will be a common saying, "Why that's just what I am!" Moreover, this society certainly will not be monotonous: if the power coefficient allocated to your position (adjusted by your abnormality coefficient) is greater than you desire, you will go to a different job; if it less you will go to a different job. Since this balance is not likely to be stable, nearly everyone will change positions monthly. Variety with Security. It may be objected that the system is wasteful because of the high labour turnover: on the contrary, the economy is so advanced 
[
unclear: that] the small loss is of no consequence (technically speaking, below the "minimum sensibile"). Any loss may be considred to be outbalanced by the achievement of variety. A further advantage is obtained by the automatic adjustment of work and leisure-time made by the Economies Department: this is a simple arithmetical operation carried out by comparing the desire for leisure with the desire for things necessitating work.


This system needs no political control: everyone is satisfied, for the whole society is self-run by the members themselves—shades of Marx! This is no idle dream. It could be true, and if the reader manages to live for the next few centuries, he will no doubt become Minister for Controls by virtue of a knowledge of these principles.
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This system needs no political control: everyone is satisfied, for the whole society is self-run by the members themselves—shades of Marx! This is no idle dream. It could be true, and if the reader manages to live for the next few centuries, he will no doubt become Minister for Controls by virtue of a knowledge of these principles.
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Controversy


It has been said that, without democracy, controversy could not exist.


This is nonsense.


The truth is, of course, that without controversy, democracy cannot exist. And that is why this paper has now, and will continue as long as it exists, a solid policy of allowing—no, encouraging—the expression of controversial views. If it ever lost that policy, then it might as well pack up and become a social Jottings magazine.


Students come to Victoria for all sorts of reasons; some nebulous, some frankly mercenary (more power to them), some few self-righteous and uplifting. But whatever they come here for, they should get more out of the place than an excellent grounding for a profession. Thinking has always been dangerous to indulge in. Why?


Because in the realms of controversy and speculation, complete certainty is not possible; accepted standards tend to be questioned where it is not possible to find an infallible answer; and because the very impossibility of certainty makes it certain that many people with the same facts will come to as many different conclusions, no one person can be sure that he is right—nor that he is wrong. Nor can he be sure that the traditional answer, the customary answer of society, is infallible. And the very situation which leads two people to different answers may lead both of them to doubt the absolute validity of some tenet of their society's faith. Those who cut loose into the heady realms of controversy find themselves equated with all kinds of political, religious, or social heresy.


Not that the accepted standards of society are inevitably wrong; that a thing is bad because it is old is no more valid than that it is bad because it is new. To oppose everything which pertains at the moment is as wrong-headed as to oppose everything because it didn't exist when grandpa was a lad.


But if authority must be allowed the right to oppose its antagonists, the sceptics, the doubters and the heretics must be allowed, too, to have their say. In the history of Victoria, many organisations which have preached and practised this have run foul of authority. The Debating Club and the Free Discussion Club and all the rest met the opposition of those who equated controversy with revolution.


Controversy is a responsibility which needs to be handled carefully—it can be social dynamite. But if there is one tradition which has settled in under the mock antique facade of Victoria in its hectic fifty years, it is just that—that controversy is not a right to be enjoyed, but a duty to be exercised by everyone who comes here.


And as long as "Salient" is "An Organ of Student Opinion" it will continue to allow the sort of controversy which is as necessary as breathing to any intellectually conscious man. The opinions expressed may be unpalatable, they may be unacceptable. But so long as they are honest expressions of opinion which come within the bounds of fair criticism, then "Salient" will provide space for them. If expression is ever forbidden because it is unpalatable, then not only "Salient", but all our vaunted way of life may as well be abandoned.


D.G.
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- No Man's Land -




Letters to the Editor




IUS and US


Sir,


The following news is taken from Australasian Student Labour Federation reports, and is important to VUC students.


Concerning IUS from which NZ USA has disaffiliated for nebulous reasons, they point out the importance of strengthening the international organisations like WFDY and UN which have come in for so much attack from those who have much to gain from a World War III. Because a young movement might have growing pains is no reason for our abandoning them altogether. Surely the period between the two world wars proved the danger of non-cooperation.


"The ASLF considers that the work of the IUS in the Pacific area and in Australia would be greatly assisted by the establishment of an IUS Pacific centre, with Headquarters in China, which could undertake the distribution of information, the organisation of travel and. exchange schemes in this area, and which could assist in the organisation of relief for students in the colonial countries, and in the organisation of regional gatherings. Such a centre should be in the nature of an IUS department, subordinate to the international headquarters of IUS. We believe that a Pacific centre could do much to develop close links between Australian (and N.Z.) students and the students of China, India and S.E. Asia, and we urge the IUS to give consideration to this proposal."



One reason made by NZUSA for disaffiliating from IUS was that IUS would not permit a Pacific bureau of organisations affiliated to her. This is untrue. Mr. K. Tolhurst, Australian representative to IUS, informed the late secretary of the Australian students' organisation that IUS agreed with such proposals. The question of expense has also been raised. To date IUS affiliation has cost NZ very little for the simple reason that few. If any, contributions have ever been sent. In any case IUS affiliation is very cheap and such an argument is not valid on humane grounds.


Concerning student relief, they point out how International Student Service (ISS) is governed by a self-perpetuating council which is not composed of students; its relief work has been noted for political discrimination.


"ASLF condemns the attempts made by ISS and Pax Romana at the last executive meeting of World Student Relief to wind up the activities of WSR. We fully support the determination of IUS to maintain WSR as the international student relief organisation, and consider that only through the continued participation of IUS in WSR can the absence of political 
[
unclear: discrination] in relief be guaranteed. ASLF promises its full support for the Australian campaign, etc. .. ."



The second World Youth Festival of WFDY is this month, August 14th-21st in Budapest. As with the first Festival, the press smears It as Communist-dominated and Just a tool of Russia and her satellites. I have had experience of the much-publicised Boy Scout Jamborees, and know Just how hypocritical and ineffectual are the idealising and pipe dreams of their leaders. Wedy has a 
[
unclear: con] programme for peace which was forged by young people wins bitter experience of World War II, deter-mined that their sons will not die of radio activity in a generation's time. The bitter attacks on IUS, and WFDY are indications of the success which these movements are having In building world peace. It is up to all progressive students to urge NZUSA to re-affiliate to IUS, and to pay up overdue fees, and while keeping strong our own links with WFDY to work towards NZ USA affiliating. The cause of peace and progress is not an easy one but it is the finest cause of all.


W.H.M.






When Greek Meets Greek




Sir.




W. H. Oliver renders easy the destruction of Marxism by first asserting in its name things which are not implicit in dialectical materialism. Having said, "Partisan may reply that the only valid values are proletarian values." he then assumes that Partisan has in fact said this, and proceeds to demolish "a fallacy which is . . . the general property of Marxism." By all means let him demolish that fallacy (if there be such), but let him not attribute to Marxists the idea that "values are wholly and in every way relative," and thus that "proletarian values" are "completely relative"; or that "Marx wanted to give eternity to the proletariat and make their dominance the end point of the human process, to make their values absolute" (sic!).


In refutation of this preposterous statement I need only remind Mr. Oliver of the well-known Marxian thesis of the development of a stateless, classless society, accompanied by the "withering away" of the state forms and by the disappearance of the proletariat as a class. The general concept is expressed by Engels, "So this dialectical philosophy dissolves all conceptions of final, absolute truth, and of a final absolute state of humanity corresponding to it. For it. nothing is final, absolute, sacred. It reveals the transitory character of everything and in everything: nothing can endure before it except the uninterrupted process of becoming and of passing away, of endless ascending from the lower to the higher."


It is always more difficult to dis-pose of arguments of sincere and well-intentioned critics such as Mr. Oliver than those of the conscious falsifiers of history; so I would suggest that to learn what Marxists think, he should turn to the writings of Marxists, and not to those of the traducers of Marxism perennially infesting History Departments. Only from the latter would he have derived his gross distortions of the dialectical materialist view of history.



W. H. Oliver (The Elder—Ed.).






Straight From The Bull's Month




Dear Sir,




With reference to your "Gallup Poll" on the Catholic Church's excommunication statement, it appears to be necessary that certain misunderstandings should be resolved.


The statement is not a Papal Bull: it is a decree Issued by the Supreme Sacred Congregation of the Holy Office. The distinction should be familiar to students of history.


The decree does nothing in fact other than make explicit a state of affairs, and indicate actions to be done or not done in relation to that state of affairs, which had existed and was existing before the promulgation of the decree: that is, atheistic materialism is opposed to the Catholic Faith fundamentally and without possibility of reconciliation.


With regard to implementation: the decree itself makes it clear that "Catholics who profess and particularly those who defend and spread the materialistic anti-Christian doctrine of Communists, ipso facto, as apostates from the Catholic Faith incur excommunication."


The position of the faithful is not one of "the purest Irrationality." For sufficient reason persons will receive from the competent authorities permission to read works failing under the ban of the decree, and others will not have their "liberty" of thought taken away.


It is a fallacious definition of liberty which would lead to criticism of the decree as being unreasonable—members of the faith accept such aecrees for the same reason, and in the same manner in which civil society accepts regulations concerning, for example, the sale of dangerous drugs to persons unqualified to use them with discretion.


A Catholic as such considers the authority of the Church sufficient and competent, nothing more or less. It is difficult to know-what reasons persons not in communion with the Church have for criticising the decree-on grounds which are unacceptable to those whom the decree binds. If you disagree with the teachings of the Church, you may in consequence disagree with the decree or regard it as unimportant—if you accept the teachings of the Church you accept the decree.


Persons who express opinions on these matters should, to be "intellectually honest," have studied them, even if only in an elementary fashion: otherwise they should remain silent. The expression of uninformed opinion by those aiming at that "university ideal" would, we feel, be inexcusable.




Yours faithfully,



G. K. W. Johnstone.



P. A. Hutchings.








Grouse




Sir,




At the beginning of this year, Salient published an article—and a very good one it was, too—on the so-called library at this College.


What has been done between then and now?


Nothing.


Regularly, I go up to the so-called library. It must be the only place in the world where capitalism is preached and the customer is always—repeat—always wrong. Oh, how hard it is still to find anything. Oh. how hard it is to get the assistants to take a real interest in what one wants. I still get the feeling in there that it wouldn't be at all surprising if I disinterred a lost student among the odd piles around the place.


Your shake-up, sir, hasn't really had much effect. That the paper is read by those in authority has been evidenced: could I raise the question once again, and point out that the library is still far from perfect in the service it gives to students?


I am sure that there is no deliberate neglect on the part of the authorities: maybe they just don't remember how hard it can' be for a student who has to depend on the books which he can—or can't—get out of the library.


You could do an excellent job by raising the question again.



Overdue.






Flat Wanted




Sir,




I am writing to make rather an odd request. I do not know whether or not you even print in "Salient" any personal or private advertisements. In the past year we had not received any until a recent issue and that has prompted me to write to you.


I presume that at V.U.C. there are quite a number of students, who are flatting. A friend of mine—a B.E. (
[
unclear: cre] actually—is being transferred to Wellington towards, the end of the year. He was wondering whether any Varsity students who possess flats would be wanting someone to occupy theirs from say mid-November till the end of February.


He would prefer a 2-3 room flat, as central as possible and at not too exorbitant a price.


I was wondering whether you could find a spare half-inch to put in a small note to this effect.


Any replies could be sent to my home address, 57 Box Hill, Khan-dallah, or could perhaps be left at "Salient" office for me to pick up in the August vac.


Trusting you will excuse my asking this favour and thanking you in anticiaption.



Yours,


C. D. Burrell.
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IUS and US


Sir,


The following news is taken from Australasian Student Labour Federation reports, and is important to VUC students.


Concerning IUS from which NZ USA has disaffiliated for nebulous reasons, they point out the importance of strengthening the international organisations like WFDY and UN which have come in for so much attack from those who have much to gain from a World War III. Because a young movement might have growing pains is no reason for our abandoning them altogether. Surely the period between the two world wars proved the danger of non-cooperation.


"The ASLF considers that the work of the IUS in the Pacific area and in Australia would be greatly assisted by the establishment of an IUS Pacific centre, with Headquarters in China, which could undertake the distribution of information, the organisation of travel and. exchange schemes in this area, and which could assist in the organisation of relief for students in the colonial countries, and in the organisation of regional gatherings. Such a centre should be in the nature of an IUS department, subordinate to the international headquarters of IUS. We believe that a Pacific centre could do much to develop close links between Australian (and N.Z.) students and the students of China, India and S.E. Asia, and we urge the IUS to give consideration to this proposal."



One reason made by NZUSA for disaffiliating from IUS was that IUS would not permit a Pacific bureau of organisations affiliated to her. This is untrue. Mr. K. Tolhurst, Australian representative to IUS, informed the late secretary of the Australian students' organisation that IUS agreed with such proposals. The question of expense has also been raised. To date IUS affiliation has cost NZ very little for the simple reason that few. If any, contributions have ever been sent. In any case IUS affiliation is very cheap and such an argument is not valid on humane grounds.


Concerning student relief, they point out how International Student Service (ISS) is governed by a self-perpetuating council which is not composed of students; its relief work has been noted for political discrimination.


"ASLF condemns the attempts made by ISS and Pax Romana at the last executive meeting of World Student Relief to wind up the activities of WSR. We fully support the determination of IUS to maintain WSR as the international student relief organisation, and consider that only through the continued participation of IUS in WSR can the absence of political 
[
unclear: discrination] in relief be guaranteed. ASLF promises its full support for the Australian campaign, etc. .. ."



The second World Youth Festival of WFDY is this month, August 14th-21st in Budapest. As with the first Festival, the press smears It as Communist-dominated and Just a tool of Russia and her satellites. I have had experience of the much-publicised Boy Scout Jamborees, and know Just how hypocritical and ineffectual are the idealising and pipe dreams of their leaders. Wedy has a 
[
unclear: con] programme for peace which was forged by young people wins bitter experience of World War II, deter-mined that their sons will not die of radio activity in a generation's time. The bitter attacks on IUS, and WFDY are indications of the success which these movements are having In building world peace. It is up to all progressive students to urge NZUSA to re-affiliate to IUS, and to pay up overdue fees, and while keeping strong our own links with WFDY to work towards NZ USA affiliating. The cause of peace and progress is not an easy one but it is the finest cause of all.


W.H.M.
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When Greek Meets Greek




Sir.




W. H. Oliver renders easy the destruction of Marxism by first asserting in its name things which are not implicit in dialectical materialism. Having said, "Partisan may reply that the only valid values are proletarian values." he then assumes that Partisan has in fact said this, and proceeds to demolish "a fallacy which is . . . the general property of Marxism." By all means let him demolish that fallacy (if there be such), but let him not attribute to Marxists the idea that "values are wholly and in every way relative," and thus that "proletarian values" are "completely relative"; or that "Marx wanted to give eternity to the proletariat and make their dominance the end point of the human process, to make their values absolute" (sic!).


In refutation of this preposterous statement I need only remind Mr. Oliver of the well-known Marxian thesis of the development of a stateless, classless society, accompanied by the "withering away" of the state forms and by the disappearance of the proletariat as a class. The general concept is expressed by Engels, "So this dialectical philosophy dissolves all conceptions of final, absolute truth, and of a final absolute state of humanity corresponding to it. For it. nothing is final, absolute, sacred. It reveals the transitory character of everything and in everything: nothing can endure before it except the uninterrupted process of becoming and of passing away, of endless ascending from the lower to the higher."


It is always more difficult to dis-pose of arguments of sincere and well-intentioned critics such as Mr. Oliver than those of the conscious falsifiers of history; so I would suggest that to learn what Marxists think, he should turn to the writings of Marxists, and not to those of the traducers of Marxism perennially infesting History Departments. Only from the latter would he have derived his gross distortions of the dialectical materialist view of history.



W. H. Oliver (The Elder—Ed.).
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Straight From The Bull's Month




Dear Sir,




With reference to your "Gallup Poll" on the Catholic Church's excommunication statement, it appears to be necessary that certain misunderstandings should be resolved.


The statement is not a Papal Bull: it is a decree Issued by the Supreme Sacred Congregation of the Holy Office. The distinction should be familiar to students of history.


The decree does nothing in fact other than make explicit a state of affairs, and indicate actions to be done or not done in relation to that state of affairs, which had existed and was existing before the promulgation of the decree: that is, atheistic materialism is opposed to the Catholic Faith fundamentally and without possibility of reconciliation.


With regard to implementation: the decree itself makes it clear that "Catholics who profess and particularly those who defend and spread the materialistic anti-Christian doctrine of Communists, ipso facto, as apostates from the Catholic Faith incur excommunication."


The position of the faithful is not one of "the purest Irrationality." For sufficient reason persons will receive from the competent authorities permission to read works failing under the ban of the decree, and others will not have their "liberty" of thought taken away.


It is a fallacious definition of liberty which would lead to criticism of the decree as being unreasonable—members of the faith accept such aecrees for the same reason, and in the same manner in which civil society accepts regulations concerning, for example, the sale of dangerous drugs to persons unqualified to use them with discretion.


A Catholic as such considers the authority of the Church sufficient and competent, nothing more or less. It is difficult to know-what reasons persons not in communion with the Church have for criticising the decree-on grounds which are unacceptable to those whom the decree binds. If you disagree with the teachings of the Church, you may in consequence disagree with the decree or regard it as unimportant—if you accept the teachings of the Church you accept the decree.


Persons who express opinions on these matters should, to be "intellectually honest," have studied them, even if only in an elementary fashion: otherwise they should remain silent. The expression of uninformed opinion by those aiming at that "university ideal" would, we feel, be inexcusable.




Yours faithfully,



G. K. W. Johnstone.



P. A. Hutchings.
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Grouse




Sir,




At the beginning of this year, Salient published an article—and a very good one it was, too—on the so-called library at this College.


What has been done between then and now?


Nothing.


Regularly, I go up to the so-called library. It must be the only place in the world where capitalism is preached and the customer is always—repeat—always wrong. Oh, how hard it is still to find anything. Oh. how hard it is to get the assistants to take a real interest in what one wants. I still get the feeling in there that it wouldn't be at all surprising if I disinterred a lost student among the odd piles around the place.


Your shake-up, sir, hasn't really had much effect. That the paper is read by those in authority has been evidenced: could I raise the question once again, and point out that the library is still far from perfect in the service it gives to students?


I am sure that there is no deliberate neglect on the part of the authorities: maybe they just don't remember how hard it can' be for a student who has to depend on the books which he can—or can't—get out of the library.


You could do an excellent job by raising the question again.



Overdue.
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Flat Wanted




Sir,




I am writing to make rather an odd request. I do not know whether or not you even print in "Salient" any personal or private advertisements. In the past year we had not received any until a recent issue and that has prompted me to write to you.


I presume that at V.U.C. there are quite a number of students, who are flatting. A friend of mine—a B.E. (
[
unclear: cre] actually—is being transferred to Wellington towards, the end of the year. He was wondering whether any Varsity students who possess flats would be wanting someone to occupy theirs from say mid-November till the end of February.


He would prefer a 2-3 room flat, as central as possible and at not too exorbitant a price.


I was wondering whether you could find a spare half-inch to put in a small note to this effect.


Any replies could be sent to my home address, 57 Box Hill, Khan-dallah, or could perhaps be left at "Salient" office for me to pick up in the August vac.


Trusting you will excuse my asking this favour and thanking you in anticiaption.



Yours,


C. D. Burrell.
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Digest Gives Indigestion




Digest Gives Indigestion



The following is a direct quote from the June, 1049, issue of "The Reader's Digest":



"Efficiency-Or Else!



"Excerpt from The New 
Leader



"The following is a direct quote from the December 16 issue of 'I'ravda', official Soviet newspaper:



"The prosecutor's Office of the Sarator Region has investigated the output of cigarettes of unsatisfactory qualify by the Saratov Tobacco Factory of the Ministry for Gustatory Industries of the U.S.S.R. The cigarettes were placed OH sale containing various admixtures, insufficiently stuffed with tobacco, and with torn wrappers.



"The director of the factory, D. K. Ovehinsky, has been sentenced to seven years of prison, chief engineer P. 
V. Kireyev and production manager V. I. Podxhivalin to fire years of prison each.



"The First Sewing Plant in Erivan has systematically delivered to its customers men's clothes of poor quality. Chief engineer A. T. Avakyan and production manager A. G. Manukyan have been sentenced to fire years of prison each.



"The Dnepropetrovsk plant 'Stamp Record' has produced 72,740 barn locks of insufficient quality. The guilty persons, technical supervisor G. K. Adart-wan and production manager A. V. Rostov, have been sentenced to five and seven years of prison respectively."


This sweet little bit of the contemporary Red Baiting Campaign falls far below the usual puerility of current propaganda.


At first I was under the impression that the Reader's Digest had changed its political opinions but no—it had not.


Now why do I consider this propaganda puerile? For the simple reason that I consider such steps as were taken in the cases cited above are extremely necessary if the standard of living is to be raised. There are numerous cases, even here in New Zealand, of inferior quality goods which are due to the mismanagement of factories. How much better it would be if incompetent managers were shown that the people will not put up with them.


It can, of course, be maintained that the supply and quality of raw materials are responsible for the poor quality goods we see today and that normally the competitive spirit will result in excellent goods—quality always becoming better. But this competitive spirit arises out of a desire to make more money than one's neighbour and, if possible, to put that neighbour out of business. It is obvious that goods produced under this system of management will be no better than is necessary to accomplish the above aims which are certainly not conducive to the public well being.


In Russia we are told that fear will keep quality and production up to standard. But why then the constant reports of individual workers, working shifts, and factories as a whole, exceeding their quota. Surely it can only be a desire to do one's best for one's country and also, to a lesser degree, the very human desire to excell, which in this case has been turned to the public good.


J.N.J.
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Among the Muses







Among the Muses



Far too often, with far too much truth, it is said that Wellington is a Philistine, money-grubbing hole.


Nowhere is it more in evidence than at Victoria.


We are printing in this issue an excellent critique of the Helmann concert with the National Symphony Orchestra. We hope that it won't be an irregular feature. In fact, we could do with more criticism—in art. music, drama or anything else by anyone who feels competent to tackle a subject.


We would like to hear from you if you have these special abilities. A University should see regular book reviews on technical or cultural releases. Where are they? Our staff can't write all of these, more from lack of time than lack of desire to do so.


There's nothing—absolutely nothing—half so much fun as messing around in criticism. Try it some time.
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Success at Last!






Success at Last!




It's a long time now since the plays were on: for various reasons, the review written then was not printed. But in view of the repeat performance of "A Phoenix Too Frequent" (noted elsewhere) we give it here.



Let's get it over at the beginning. We doubt whether the Drama Club ever presented a more successful evening than "The Wedding" and "A Phoenix Too Frequent." We aren't handing out any undeserved bouquets when we say this, either.



The first play was produced by Pat Evison and the effect of someone who knows production was clear from the curtain rise. The movement and action were extremely well sustained throughout: the lines went over well, and we spent most of our time being amazed at the way—how many; twenty-three?—people were manoeuvred on the stage of the Little Theatre (a very little stage).


It is much more difficult to praise than to dispraise any play: there is really little more to say. The whole thing was most competently done. We enjoyed it immensely. Of the cast, perhaps Maureen Ross Smith as the mother, Henry Connor as the bridegroom, Marjorie Williams as Madame, the opera singer, and Terence Bayler as the general were easiest on the senses. There were surprisingly few weak characters, and anyway they didn't matter much in the hurdly-burly movement. Pat Evison scored a minor success as the quite mute guest: it has been said of Robert Helpman that he is one of the few people in ballets who can be the centre of the movement without moving. This certainly went for her; we found it difficulty occasionally to concentrate on the others.


The other play, by Christopher Fry, could have got past perhaps purely on its own merits. It is an exhillrating play. Not that it could have been an easy one to put over. Three people delivering what is essentially a series of monologues for more than an hour, with little action, in a dully lit and relatively featureless decor, could be an audience's idea of hell. To the cast—Audrey Cook as Dynamene, Bob Donovan as Tigeus and particularly to Margaret Loftus as the maid—goes the credit for putting over the feeling of the play.


Of course, they had really good lines to work with. The imagery throughout is most unusual: we found it pretty stimulating to meet with a playwright like this, who seldom deals in the stock expressions, who can maintain for a long one-act play this sort of pleasantly astrngent humour wrapped in such intellectually palatable imagery. It has heights of quite superb wit: the rather sophisticated audience took it well and even left their rather sophisticated shells once or twice.


Personally, we are going to see it again: Christopher Fry as well put over as these three did it, is worth seeing and hearing.


By the way, the delightful manner in which Margaret Loftus carried off that sticking curtain at the end capped her performance. Not that she outshone the others, but she did have a little more stage presence. And into that curtain drawing she managed to pack an astonishing amount of innuendo.


See it—it's worth seeing.



"A Phoenix Too Frequent" can't be too frequent for us.


—D.G.
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The Orchestra Returns





The Orchestra Returns




It has been interesting to watch our orchestra grow in stature during the last three years. The Opera House, it is true, is not an ideal music centre, and thus our first meeting with the orchestra this year suffered to some extent from a somewhat muffled tonal quality. This may, of course, have been limited to some parts of the theatre only. Again, the stage setting distracts rather more than one would expect.



That this body of musicians is gradually being welded into greater unity is certain. Gone—one hopes for good—are those awful moments when the woodwinds had to take over from the strings, in the first year of the orchestra's existence. The woodwinds, in fact, are by now surprisingly good; there were some sublimely played passages in the Brahms Fourth which one will long and gladly remember. Where the orchestra is still lacking in balance is with the brass instruments; we have by now heard two performances of Handel's "Water Music" (in the fine setting of Hamilton Harty), but the disparity between the brass and the remainder of the orchestra remains almost undiminished. This is a great pity indeed, because by now one can comfortably sit back and enjoy the whole and find oneself rudely awakened by the unbalanced and often rhythmically poor brass section.


Mendelssohn's well-known "Fin-gal's Cave" Overture opened the programme. It was well played technically; but it lacked, to my mind, that sparkling quality, that ease and joyfulness that is so peculiar to it I would make the same criticism with regard to the rendering of Handel. In Handel, it is not the sparkling so much as the delight in sheer music-making, the freshness of the bowing, that makes this suite an ever-repeated pleasure. A heavy hand of restraint seemed to prevent this freshness to come to the fore, and the Handel, though well played (excepting the brass), lacked the vitality that would have given it form. The slow movement came off much better than the last two pieces, and I could never quite abandon myself to the refreshing vigour of the work.


In Aleksander Helmann New Zealand has at long last again met a really fine and sensitive artist. The difference between his approach and that of other recent visitors to this country must have been remarkable to an attentive listener. We have been played down to quite a lot recently, as far as programmes and performances are concerned. The sheer capacity to play loudly and fast, seems to have erased whatever happy memories we might have had of Solomon and Lili Kraus's rendering of Schubert and Mozart, and also of the delightful playing of romantic programmes by Moura Lympany. My worst memory of a recent musical murder is the rendering of a Scarlatti sonata by an "accompanying" artist, who was incidentally, highly praised for this piece of acrobatics In the Press—when all that was required was just the capacity to drink in the spirit of the composer and surrender yourself to it.


This is what I definitely liked about Helmann. He seems to be listening to Mozart while he plays him, and there is so much deftness in his touch, so much abandonment to the master, that the technical perfection becomes a subordinate, minor part of the performance, I am not sure whether the A-major concerto had been rehearsed frequently enough with the orchestra; what did strike me was, that contrary to the Lili Kraus performance (in the D minor concerto, I think) the orchestra played real Mozart, even if the tempi were at times not too well co-ordinated with the soloist. But then the orchestra have not had too many opportunities to accompany soloists, and this, too, will grow as time goes on, one hopes. But one could almost feel the pleasure caused by the listening to this lovely piece of music, played beautifully, if not masterfully, and accompanied with understanding.


Brahms' Fourth Symphony conlu-ded the programme. It is a rare experience to hear music come alive, as it were, after one has heard it so often from gramophone records; however much you may admire the Vienna Philharmonic and Furtwaen-gler, you will have to admit that there are superb pianissimo passages that no recording, not even the recent Decca, will recapture quite satisfactorily. It la not that I want to draw a comparison between the two orchestras, because no such comparison could do justice to our young group of players. But they, have shown that even this majestic work can be attempted, and that its execution can make one feel happy and thankful. Mr. Tyrer seemed more at home with Brahms even than with Mozart. The only other comment I would like to make refers to the last movement, where it seemed to me as if the discipline of the orchestra was in danger of disintegrating sometimes. But in retrospect I recall many a happy second, when the warmth of the strings reached a level of depth and loveliness even there (and especially in the first two movements) which were a new and welcome discovery in our orchestra.


A concert under the auspices of the Wellington Chamber Music So-cienty was to be held in the Town Hall on Monday, September 5, deserved of special attention by all those interested in string orchestras. The string group of the orchestra, under Mr. Anderson Tyrer, was to play an excellent programme: Handel's beautiful Concerto Grosso No 6 and Hugo Wolfs delightful Italian Serenade (one of the few compositions that leave the major part to the viola) form the more orthodox background. Those to whom Ireland's "Concertino Pastorale" is new should have made good use of the opportunity. Lastly, Samuel Barber an American composer, was to be represented, together with the Czech composer Josef Suk and the Hungarian Bela Bartok. After last Tuesday's performance, I am sure I can recommend the string group to all orchestra-minded listeners.


H.B.
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Robeson Sings to Prague Students






Robeson Sings to Prague Students




[image: Gramophone Cartoon]


In severing connection with the International Union of Students, the N.Z. University Students' Association has cut the students of this country off from the mainstream of the world student movement. IUS bulletins breathe all the vigour they always did. Their enthusiasm makes the New Zealand reader very conscious of the backwater he has condemned himself to.


At the end of May, in the course of a journey round the world, the great American singer Paul Robeson visited Prague, the headquarters of IUS. Their Information circular of June 2 describes the great interest he displayed in the student movement.


At a reception given the celebrity by IUS, Robeson sang a selection of his famous songs, including "Old Man River". "Water Boy", "Joe Hill" and "Love Will Find Out the Way". Members of the Czech National Union of Students and the Czech Union of Youth present were hearty in their applause.


"I have just finished a long tour, and am about to return to the United States to what must be for a king time still a sharp struggle," he said.



"The situation in America today is close to 1981 Germany, because a small minority of the American people see their only chance in a revival of fascism.


"It is a wonderful thing to see students and young people from all parts of the world. One talks often about democracy, but it is really wonderful to see the unity of all human beings in front of me today,



"You prove today that human differences based on colour, on East and West, are nonsens—we are all dedicated to building a free life for the peoples, not for the few but the millions . . .


"I am only here for a few days, but I am sure that I shall see you all again in your own lands. As an artist I give you all I can in the great task of fighting for the rights of the underdogs, and to ensure that all children can grow up in a rich and full life . . .


"There are times when there is no longer a moment for hesitation. I have seen fascism at work in Spain. I have seen how it used tremendous force, but couldn't beat down the Czech people."



Then Robeson gave the proceeds of a special Sunday afternoon concert, and a fee forced on him from a previous concert in Prague, to the IUS, to help bring colonial students to the WFDY festival in Prague in August.


When a man of that calibre can 
[
unclear: come] across with money to assist 
[
unclear: whose] who would otherwise have to stay behind, don't you feel that our small contribution towards our dele-gates expenses was a paltry sacrifice?
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Culture goes West






Our western culture, our values, our civilization, are threatened. In the east, there rises the "looming shadow of totalitarianism," and even in our midst we find "red-eyed monster in the shape of men." Despite the cloistering of our brick tower, we can still hear the war-cry.



"In Communism I see a dangerous enemy sworn to destroy the very things which we cherish, willing to wreck our country and the British Commonwealth. . . . I see it as a sacred duty to fight this thing." Thus our local Churchill and latter-day Cicero, Mr. R. Semple, warns us in his great work "Why I Fight Communism."



"The very tilings we cherish"—our western way of life, our cultural heritage. After all, we had Homer, and Shakespeare, and Goethe (even if we don't read them), and—and—ah, yes, and Brick Bradford, and the late Al Capone, and juke-boxes, and John George Haigh, and Lord Haw-haw, and, of course, the atom bomb. And—oh yes. I almost forgot. The good old Nazis are on our side now. In the Hibbert Journal not long ago, Dean Inge, after referring to the execution of the quisling traitor Amery as "a national disgrace," stated:



"Hitler and his colleagues were a vile gang, but we might have dealt with them. We can never deal with Russia."







Hitler Mit Uns


And the new Premier of Western Germany, Dr. Conrad Adenauer, ' states that, while he is "inviting the near-Nazi German Party to join his Cabinet," and 
"holding his fire on the Americans because of Marshall Aid and the prospect of the invest- ment of foreign capital in the Ruhr Industries," he most emphatically places himself on our side, because he 
"hates everything Soviet Russia stands for." (Evening Post, 17/8/49).


While Colonel - General Franz Haider, Nazi Chief-of-Staff until 1942, says "he was in touch with several hundred former German officers who would be willing to begin training a West German army immediately" (Dominion, 23/1¼8).


But then, if these men share our. opinions about the barbaric Slavic despots, why shouldn't we let them in? Mr. Semple's call to arms is echoed with remarkable similarity by this:



"Communism denies the individual worth of the human personality, impugns the teaching that nationhood has a primary significance, and by doing this it takes away the very foundations of human civilization. ... In standing guard against this menace, I believe my conduct is in accordance with the will of the Almighty Creator." Thus the late Mr. A. Hitter in his great work "Mein Kampf."


"The diabolical doctrine of Marxism must perish miserably . . ." seem to have heard that before somewhere. Read on. . . . must perish miserably on the battlefield of the National Socialist revolution." Those were the words of Dr. Ley, in the Nazi "Labour Manifesto" of 2nd May, 1933. Except for the last phrase, it might have been an excerpt of any of the speeches of Messrs. Attlee, Truman, or Fraser.







In His Steps


It is as well to recall some of the things that happened in Hitler's days:



"Today it is reported from Oldenburg that a Communist Deputy of the State Diet was taken from his home, hit over the head, and shot with five bullets"—Times. 4/3/33.


"At Schweinfurth a Nazi shot dead his brother, whose political sympathies were with the left."—Times, 14/3/33. And John Strachey lists many more such specimens in his book "The Menace of Fascism."


That's the way to treat them! I can see many New Zealanders taking it with great calm and even satisfaction when they see these reports appearing in our own papers, with Palmers ton North instead of Oldenburg, and Petone for Schweinfurth.




[image: Nazi Cloud Cartoon]


Already it has begun in other Western countries, in a small way. But it began in a small way in Germany. "Malayan Communist Party banned by British Government" read headlines in the "Dominion" of 24/7/48. "Communist Strike Leaders at Dunkirk Arrested" (23/11/48). "Communist Leaders on Trial in New York; Charged with Conspiracy" (18/1/49—shades of the Reichstag Fire?). "German Communist Gaoled" (2/2/49). Collectively, an alarming picture, because the history of Hitler's. Germany teaches us what comes next.


The persecution of the Jews is sufficiently well known. Professor Einstein and Thomas Mann bear witness to the expulsion of honest intellects from their homeland. Less well known are the arrest and torture of Dr. Felix Boenheim, of the scientist Hermann Duncker, the writers Egon Erwin Kisch, Karl Witterfogel and von Ossletzky; the dismissal of Nobel prizewinner James Franck and Professor Arthur Korn; the persecution and final flight of the world's greatest sexologist. Magnus Hirschfeld.



And who has read the list of banned authors, whose works were burned publicly in Berlin that May night in 1933?



Not only Marx and Lenin, out Mann, Freud, Zweig, Piivier and Jacob Wasserman; Wilde, Havelock Ellis, Edward Carpenter; Andre Gide, Proust, Loti Zola, Henri Bar-busse; Ilya Ehrenburg and Arthur Schnitzler. . . . While the uniformed incendiaries stood to attention, their uniformed minds closed, their uniformed mouths opened, singin:



"Lift high the flag: and keep the ranks together!"—the song of the brownshirt brute-hero, Hoist Wessel.


Already in the United States, as Mr. Zilch has shown, the process has begun. And now the very Adenauers and Haiders who once commanded the vandal crusade on culture, are the allies of our crusade to the save the "culture of the west."







"Not a Wedding-Cake"


What is this "western culture" of ours? At the much-debated Peace Congress in Paris last April, the Russian writer Ilya Ehrenburg (who has the excellent qualification of having been banned by hte Nazis) spoke very forcibly on this question:


"The men who are plotting a new war are only too ready to talk of culture. 
According to them, they are compelled to defend "Western Culture' against the East. This, of course, is a plagiary, and if Goeb-bels had not poisoned himself, he might have demanded royalties for the performance of his act by the 'Atlantic' virtuosos. Who is supposed to represent 'Western Culture'? The Ku Klux Kiansmen of Alabama, Yaicin the Turk, Iise Koch, the Japanese Samurai, the slaveowners of Johannesburg, King Abdullah, Hitler's Munich friends, the big businessmen of Seoul, Chiang Kai-shek, Mr. FarneU Thomas, and, of course. Sir Victor Kravchenko.


"From whom are the aforementioned gentlemen to protect "Western Culture'? From the 'East.' And with the 'East' are classed Louis Aragon and Pablo Neruda, Abbe Soulier and the Dean of Canterbury, J. B. S. Haldane and the workers of the Paris suburbs, the Mayor of Florence and Howard Fast. Picasso and Thomas Mann, Joliot-Curle and the citizens of Oradour-sur-Glane.


"Those that talk most about defending 'Western Culture' are the American upstarts. They in general have not grown to an understanding of culture. They may discuss what will be left of the Louvre after the atom bomb has finished with it, they may even dream of acquiring the Louvre, but as for understanding what the Louvre signifies—no, they haven't grown to that. Let them think of their age and be modest, let them stand with uncovered head before the Acropolis, before the Capitol, before St. Sophia of Kiev, before Chartres. 
Culture is not a wedding-cake on the table of a Mississippi planted; culture cannot be cut into slices. You may draw up any diplomatic document you like, and proclaim Italy an Atlantic country, but you cannot proclaim the Kleagle of Atlanta and the members of the Un-American Activities Committee to be representatives of culture—Western or Eastern, Northern or Southern.


"The sources of our civilization go back to ancient Greece. Myths, knowledge and aesthetic standards came from there to Italy via ancient Rome, and to Russia via Byzantium. Italy gave the world Cimabue and Giotto; Russia gave it Andrei Rub-lev. World culture is not Berlin; you cannot cleave it in two.







The Property of The World




"Empty nation made its contribution to the treasure-trove of world culture. Leonardo da Vinei and Dante, Balzac and Corot, Cervantes and Goya, Shakespeare and Dickens, Beethoven and Goethe are linked with the lands which gave them birth, but they have enlarged and enriched the minds of all mankind. How impoverished European culture would be if from it were severed the Russian novel, which revolutionized the conscience of the world, Russian musicians, the work of Russian scientists, and, lastly, that discovery of a new world which was made in 1917 by the Russian people. People often argue about whom a particular invention belongs to—it has happened time and time again, that scientists in different countries have worked simultaneously on one and the same problem, but It is unlikely that anyone will venture to contest Russia's priority in the building of socialism.


"He who treasures universal culture will treasure the national features, the specific genius of each and every people. There is the profound realistic satire of Cervantes, there is the biting irony of Swift, there is the merry wit of Moliere and there is the laughter through tears of Gogol. Certain American doctrinaires love to extol the 'American way of life.' Well if they are satisfied with drug stores, gangster films, divine service advertisements and the Un-American Activities Committee, that is their affair. This is not the trouble; the trouble is that the dollar has gone to their heads, they seriously believe that a Broadway picture palace is a more splendid thing than' the Parthenon, and that the 'Readers' Digest' is superior to Leo Tolstoy. They want to put one face on the whole, world, to Implant their standards everywhere. To them, the peoples of Europe are so many recruits, whose heads have to be promptly shaved and who have to be put into uniform.



"There is nothing more loathsome than racial or national arrogance. World culture has its blood vessels, which cannot be cut with impunity. Peoples have learned, and will continue to learn, from one another. I think one can respect national peculiarities, yet discountenance national excluslveness. The real patriot loves humanity, and the real internationalist is devoted to his people."







Culture Hits Chicago


And finally, just a few newspaper clippings:


"The accidental shooting of 15-year-old Stanley Fox has uncovered a blood-shedding vendetta between juvenile gangs in New York City slums. . . . Police say that teenagers follow the example of gangster movies and comics and have regular 'gun-girls' who join the gangs to seek excitement." (Southern Cross, 15/3/49).



"A crowd of 8,000 watched as the police set fire to a young negro's home in Chicago last night and killed him with sub-machine-gun fire as he tried to leave the burning building." (Evening Post, 20/8/49.)


"The chairman of the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission told the House Appropriations Committee today that the U.S. was making better atomic bombs and making them faster than ever before." (Evening Post, 13/4/49).


That is the "culture" we are going to defend, against that represented by Mr. -Ehrenburg and his barbarian fellow-countrymen. Anyway, it Is certain that we can't defend the culture of G. M. Trevelyan, Olaf Stapledon, Paul Robeson, Sir John Boyd Orr, Prof. Lucien Cornil, Picasso, the Dean of Canterbury, J. G. Crowther. ex-President Cardenas Dr. Gabriel d'Arboussler, Howard Fast. Father Dozza, Bishop Bereczki, James Endfcott, Prof, Cosyns, General Cordon, Pablo Neruda and the Victoria College Students' Association. These horrible monsters support peace and co-operation with Soviet Russia. They had the impudence to support the so-called "commo-dominated'' Paris Peace Congress. Doubtless we will find a place for them in our tomorrow. In concentration camps, perhaps.


—C.B.
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[Introduction]






Our western culture, our values, our civilization, are threatened. In the east, there rises the "looming shadow of totalitarianism," and even in our midst we find "red-eyed monster in the shape of men." Despite the cloistering of our brick tower, we can still hear the war-cry.



"In Communism I see a dangerous enemy sworn to destroy the very things which we cherish, willing to wreck our country and the British Commonwealth. . . . I see it as a sacred duty to fight this thing." Thus our local Churchill and latter-day Cicero, Mr. R. Semple, warns us in his great work "Why I Fight Communism."



"The very tilings we cherish"—our western way of life, our cultural heritage. After all, we had Homer, and Shakespeare, and Goethe (even if we don't read them), and—and—ah, yes, and Brick Bradford, and the late Al Capone, and juke-boxes, and John George Haigh, and Lord Haw-haw, and, of course, the atom bomb. And—oh yes. I almost forgot. The good old Nazis are on our side now. In the Hibbert Journal not long ago, Dean Inge, after referring to the execution of the quisling traitor Amery as "a national disgrace," stated:



"Hitler and his colleagues were a vile gang, but we might have dealt with them. We can never deal with Russia."
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Hitler Mit Uns


And the new Premier of Western Germany, Dr. Conrad Adenauer, ' states that, while he is "inviting the near-Nazi German Party to join his Cabinet," and 
"holding his fire on the Americans because of Marshall Aid and the prospect of the invest- ment of foreign capital in the Ruhr Industries," he most emphatically places himself on our side, because he 
"hates everything Soviet Russia stands for." (Evening Post, 17/8/49).


While Colonel - General Franz Haider, Nazi Chief-of-Staff until 1942, says "he was in touch with several hundred former German officers who would be willing to begin training a West German army immediately" (Dominion, 23/1¼8).


But then, if these men share our. opinions about the barbaric Slavic despots, why shouldn't we let them in? Mr. Semple's call to arms is echoed with remarkable similarity by this:



"Communism denies the individual worth of the human personality, impugns the teaching that nationhood has a primary significance, and by doing this it takes away the very foundations of human civilization. ... In standing guard against this menace, I believe my conduct is in accordance with the will of the Almighty Creator." Thus the late Mr. A. Hitter in his great work "Mein Kampf."


"The diabolical doctrine of Marxism must perish miserably . . ." seem to have heard that before somewhere. Read on. . . . must perish miserably on the battlefield of the National Socialist revolution." Those were the words of Dr. Ley, in the Nazi "Labour Manifesto" of 2nd May, 1933. Except for the last phrase, it might have been an excerpt of any of the speeches of Messrs. Attlee, Truman, or Fraser.
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In His Steps


It is as well to recall some of the things that happened in Hitler's days:



"Today it is reported from Oldenburg that a Communist Deputy of the State Diet was taken from his home, hit over the head, and shot with five bullets"—Times. 4/3/33.


"At Schweinfurth a Nazi shot dead his brother, whose political sympathies were with the left."—Times, 14/3/33. And John Strachey lists many more such specimens in his book "The Menace of Fascism."


That's the way to treat them! I can see many New Zealanders taking it with great calm and even satisfaction when they see these reports appearing in our own papers, with Palmers ton North instead of Oldenburg, and Petone for Schweinfurth.
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Already it has begun in other Western countries, in a small way. But it began in a small way in Germany. "Malayan Communist Party banned by British Government" read headlines in the "Dominion" of 24/7/48. "Communist Strike Leaders at Dunkirk Arrested" (23/11/48). "Communist Leaders on Trial in New York; Charged with Conspiracy" (18/1/49—shades of the Reichstag Fire?). "German Communist Gaoled" (2/2/49). Collectively, an alarming picture, because the history of Hitler's. Germany teaches us what comes next.


The persecution of the Jews is sufficiently well known. Professor Einstein and Thomas Mann bear witness to the expulsion of honest intellects from their homeland. Less well known are the arrest and torture of Dr. Felix Boenheim, of the scientist Hermann Duncker, the writers Egon Erwin Kisch, Karl Witterfogel and von Ossletzky; the dismissal of Nobel prizewinner James Franck and Professor Arthur Korn; the persecution and final flight of the world's greatest sexologist. Magnus Hirschfeld.



And who has read the list of banned authors, whose works were burned publicly in Berlin that May night in 1933?



Not only Marx and Lenin, out Mann, Freud, Zweig, Piivier and Jacob Wasserman; Wilde, Havelock Ellis, Edward Carpenter; Andre Gide, Proust, Loti Zola, Henri Bar-busse; Ilya Ehrenburg and Arthur Schnitzler. . . . While the uniformed incendiaries stood to attention, their uniformed minds closed, their uniformed mouths opened, singin:



"Lift high the flag: and keep the ranks together!"—the song of the brownshirt brute-hero, Hoist Wessel.


Already in the United States, as Mr. Zilch has shown, the process has begun. And now the very Adenauers and Haiders who once commanded the vandal crusade on culture, are the allies of our crusade to the save the "culture of the west."
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What is this "western culture" of ours? At the much-debated Peace Congress in Paris last April, the Russian writer Ilya Ehrenburg (who has the excellent qualification of having been banned by hte Nazis) spoke very forcibly on this question:


"The men who are plotting a new war are only too ready to talk of culture. 
According to them, they are compelled to defend "Western Culture' against the East. This, of course, is a plagiary, and if Goeb-bels had not poisoned himself, he might have demanded royalties for the performance of his act by the 'Atlantic' virtuosos. Who is supposed to represent 'Western Culture'? The Ku Klux Kiansmen of Alabama, Yaicin the Turk, Iise Koch, the Japanese Samurai, the slaveowners of Johannesburg, King Abdullah, Hitler's Munich friends, the big businessmen of Seoul, Chiang Kai-shek, Mr. FarneU Thomas, and, of course. Sir Victor Kravchenko.


"From whom are the aforementioned gentlemen to protect "Western Culture'? From the 'East.' And with the 'East' are classed Louis Aragon and Pablo Neruda, Abbe Soulier and the Dean of Canterbury, J. B. S. Haldane and the workers of the Paris suburbs, the Mayor of Florence and Howard Fast. Picasso and Thomas Mann, Joliot-Curle and the citizens of Oradour-sur-Glane.


"Those that talk most about defending 'Western Culture' are the American upstarts. They in general have not grown to an understanding of culture. They may discuss what will be left of the Louvre after the atom bomb has finished with it, they may even dream of acquiring the Louvre, but as for understanding what the Louvre signifies—no, they haven't grown to that. Let them think of their age and be modest, let them stand with uncovered head before the Acropolis, before the Capitol, before St. Sophia of Kiev, before Chartres. 
Culture is not a wedding-cake on the table of a Mississippi planted; culture cannot be cut into slices. You may draw up any diplomatic document you like, and proclaim Italy an Atlantic country, but you cannot proclaim the Kleagle of Atlanta and the members of the Un-American Activities Committee to be representatives of culture—Western or Eastern, Northern or Southern.


"The sources of our civilization go back to ancient Greece. Myths, knowledge and aesthetic standards came from there to Italy via ancient Rome, and to Russia via Byzantium. Italy gave the world Cimabue and Giotto; Russia gave it Andrei Rub-lev. World culture is not Berlin; you cannot cleave it in two.
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"Empty nation made its contribution to the treasure-trove of world culture. Leonardo da Vinei and Dante, Balzac and Corot, Cervantes and Goya, Shakespeare and Dickens, Beethoven and Goethe are linked with the lands which gave them birth, but they have enlarged and enriched the minds of all mankind. How impoverished European culture would be if from it were severed the Russian novel, which revolutionized the conscience of the world, Russian musicians, the work of Russian scientists, and, lastly, that discovery of a new world which was made in 1917 by the Russian people. People often argue about whom a particular invention belongs to—it has happened time and time again, that scientists in different countries have worked simultaneously on one and the same problem, but It is unlikely that anyone will venture to contest Russia's priority in the building of socialism.


"He who treasures universal culture will treasure the national features, the specific genius of each and every people. There is the profound realistic satire of Cervantes, there is the biting irony of Swift, there is the merry wit of Moliere and there is the laughter through tears of Gogol. Certain American doctrinaires love to extol the 'American way of life.' Well if they are satisfied with drug stores, gangster films, divine service advertisements and the Un-American Activities Committee, that is their affair. This is not the trouble; the trouble is that the dollar has gone to their heads, they seriously believe that a Broadway picture palace is a more splendid thing than' the Parthenon, and that the 'Readers' Digest' is superior to Leo Tolstoy. They want to put one face on the whole, world, to Implant their standards everywhere. To them, the peoples of Europe are so many recruits, whose heads have to be promptly shaved and who have to be put into uniform.



"There is nothing more loathsome than racial or national arrogance. World culture has its blood vessels, which cannot be cut with impunity. Peoples have learned, and will continue to learn, from one another. I think one can respect national peculiarities, yet discountenance national excluslveness. The real patriot loves humanity, and the real internationalist is devoted to his people."
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Culture Hits Chicago


And finally, just a few newspaper clippings:


"The accidental shooting of 15-year-old Stanley Fox has uncovered a blood-shedding vendetta between juvenile gangs in New York City slums. . . . Police say that teenagers follow the example of gangster movies and comics and have regular 'gun-girls' who join the gangs to seek excitement." (Southern Cross, 15/3/49).



"A crowd of 8,000 watched as the police set fire to a young negro's home in Chicago last night and killed him with sub-machine-gun fire as he tried to leave the burning building." (Evening Post, 20/8/49.)


"The chairman of the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission told the House Appropriations Committee today that the U.S. was making better atomic bombs and making them faster than ever before." (Evening Post, 13/4/49).


That is the "culture" we are going to defend, against that represented by Mr. -Ehrenburg and his barbarian fellow-countrymen. Anyway, it Is certain that we can't defend the culture of G. M. Trevelyan, Olaf Stapledon, Paul Robeson, Sir John Boyd Orr, Prof. Lucien Cornil, Picasso, the Dean of Canterbury, J. G. Crowther. ex-President Cardenas Dr. Gabriel d'Arboussler, Howard Fast. Father Dozza, Bishop Bereczki, James Endfcott, Prof, Cosyns, General Cordon, Pablo Neruda and the Victoria College Students' Association. These horrible monsters support peace and co-operation with Soviet Russia. They had the impudence to support the so-called "commo-dominated'' Paris Peace Congress. Doubtless we will find a place for them in our tomorrow. In concentration camps, perhaps.


—C.B.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 12, No. 10. September 20th, 1949

This Communist Menace







This Communist Menace






"A spectre is haunting Europe—the spectre of Communism. All the powers of old Europe have entered into a holy alliance to exorcise this spectre: Pope and Czar Metternich and Guizot, French Radi cals and German police spies. Where is the party in opposition that has not been decrieds Communists by its opponents in power? Where is the opposition that has not hurled hack the branding reproach of Communissm?"


With these words, Marx and Engels in 1848 introduced the Communist Manifesto the reverberations of which have in our own time transformed half the world Today these famous have the sound of a prophecy, for the anti-Communist witch-hunt witnessed by Marx and Engels is rising throughout the capitalist world-to new heights of frenzy.



Not a newspaper appears, but it bears an anti-Communist headline or editorial. Not a day goes by but some public figure—if not the Prime Minister, then the Leader of the Opposition, or the Governor-General, or the President of the R.S.A., lays bare for us the fearful red menace with which we are beset. Not a Sunday passes, but some pulpit somewhere is made to pronounce anathema on Communism.



Communism is the most emotive word in our language. It is being nude a bye-word for treachery, cruelty, perjury and immorality: new vices are being invented to go with it.


Communism is being made to replace the Evil Eye of medieval superstition, and the Communists are its hobgoblins. All mortal misfortunes are ascribed to it: poverty, strikes, starvation, wars, unemployment, even the slumps on Wall Street—all are blamed on this new transformation of the Devil.


And while the popular imagination is thus enlivened, more practical measures are put into practice: Communists are deprived of political rights and free speech; they are to be hounded from their jobs and from their homes: deported from their countries; and, according to the Pope, from heaven as well.


Why this appalling tide of bigotry, this deluge of persecution, so medieval in its scope and intensity?







What is Communism?


It has been said, that one has to be a Catholic to understand Catholicism, and a Yogi to understand Yoga; so it is with most superstitions. But Communism is no mum-bo-jumbo. Marx wasn't a god, who reserved his final denouement for the Judgment Day.



Communism can be understood by the intelligent reading of a few books, and its essence is logical and straightforward: a clearout interpretation of society, and a plan for action.


Fundamental to Marxist Commun- ism is the historical concept of the class struggle; but this idea by no means originated with Marx. Its reality was understood by the six thousand slaves who survived the defeat of Spartacus's revolt, as they were crucified by their Roman masters along the highroad from Capua to Rome; it was understood by the rebellious peasants of England, as they gathered with pitchfork and bill-hook to march against the "Cutty Wren"; and it is understood in many lands today by wage-earners who have never read Marx, as they struggle against their employers and colonial masters for a decent living.







Why a Party?


For Communists, it is not sufficient merely to realise the existence of the class struggle. Nor is it sufficient to realise that in our day it is the working class which is the forward-looking class, and it is the bourgeoise who are driving backward now, moribund and desperate, with nothing to offer but wars, slumps, unemployment and starvation. 
"The Communist's task is not merely to interpret the world, but to change it."


The Communist disdains to stand on the side-line, or to grope dismally for a "middle road". As with the barricades of Paris, Petrograd and Madrid, there are only two sides; and you have to be on one of them—or run away! Progress is not spon-taneous: it has to be striven for, and defended if necessary. 
History has no wishing-wells. Neither is it a sufficient guarantee of victory to be firmly of an opinion. Moral strength alone could not overcome the Nazi executioners, nor could faith withstand the Moors of Franco.



Organisation is the key to working class victory, as it has been the key to the victory of progressive movements in the past. The purpose of the Communist Party is to build this organisation. The Communists do not set up any sectarian principles of their own, by which to shape and mould the proletarian movement. They have no interests separate from and apart from those of the working class as a whole. Their aim is simply to build and strengthen the organisation of the working class, 
[
unclear: and] to provide the ideological leadership, loyal and re-solute of the working class in its actual struggle against actual ene
[
unclear: mits].







Why Comms have Enemies


The Communists are not content to sympathise with the working class; they want them to be organised for victory. It is precisely because of this that they are singled out for the most violent and extravagant abuse.


The enemies of the working class do not object to arm-chair socialists, pacifists, or long-haired philosophers, however outrageous their ideas. Likewise, they do not object so much to Marxism as a "philosophy". In all the attacks and slanders launched against the Communist Party today, the economic or philosophical basis of Marxism is seldom attacked; most critics do not even bother to acquaint themselves with it. The enemies of Communism reserve then-most bitter attacks for the Communist Party itself—as a Party. They say it is corrupt, dictatorial, ruthless and dishonest. They say it is alien, un-British, traitorous, the agent of a foreign power. In short, they say there should be no Communist Party.



The thought of an organised and united working class strikes fear into their hearts, and no abuse is too extravagant, no persecution is too vicious, to be Justified In preventing that.


For who would benefit from this new strength? Certainly not the big businessman, for socialism and militant trade unionism pays no dividends. Certainly not the Roman Catholic Church, which always thrived on ignorance and despair, and exhorts the working class to "tranquil resignation" (Leo XIII, "Rerum Novarum").


Who then are the most violent enemies of Communism? We have quoted from a representative selection of them in an inset on this page. There we have Churchill, the mouthpiece of British Conservatism, whose ducal blood revolts at the idea of a workers' state. There we have 
the Trumans and the Dulleses and the Vandenburgs, representatives of Wall Street, who seek to chain the world to the dollar, and whose shells and bombs have been dropped on every workers' liberation movement from China to Indonesia, from the Philippines to Greece. There we have 
the Hitlers, the Lavals and the Francos, the fascist hangmen who reduce the workers to slavery. There we have 
the Attlees and the Frasers, the Bevins and the Semples, the men who climbed to power on the backs of the workers, and then betrayed everything they had stood for. And there we have 
the Church of Rome, no longer a religion but a political creed, maintaining its proud and traditional position at the forefront of all that is reactionary, ignorant and oppressive, clinging like a leech to society, and sapping the spirit of the workers—the Church of Rome, which after opposing and persecuting every progressive movement since the baptism of Const an tine, now poses as the champion of liberty. In the Communist Parties they recognise their most dangerous enemies.



And they have prepared their answer: Fa turn and the Corporate State—beloved alike by Wall Street and the Vatican—that idyilic state where the class straggle is "abolished", where all disputes are settled by conciliation tribunals appointed by benevolent governments where workers love their bosses, and there aren't any Communists (except in prison). In every capitalist country in the world, including our own, the foundations of this state are already being laid.


Of course, the workers of most countries, being somewhat disillusioned with fascism after the recent war, some extra inducement is needed to make them accept it. The lead here is given by the Roman 
[
unclear: Chur] which, after preaching fascism for over a decade, is now given to telling us that there is no such thing as fascism, that it is merely a term of abuse coined by the Communists to describe all their enemies.


[bookmark: t1-body-d16]






"Communism the Disrupter"


There are two stock replies to the Communist recognition of the class straggle: one is to deny that it exists, and the other is to blame the Communists for starting it. And just as the Church of Rome used to try to make the earth flatter by burning heretics at the stake, so they try now to make the class struggle less real by destroying the new heresy of Communism.






"The Philosophy of Violence"


Communists are accused of fostering violence, "the violent overthrow of the existing order". Communists do not advocate violence: they merely say that the workers should resist the violence of the ruling classes.


Who started the violence of the Russian Revolution? It was started by 
the government of the Tsar, by the police spies and the Black Hundreds, who sent thousands of workers to Siberia and to the prisons, before the standard of revolt was ever raised; and it was perpetuated by Keren-sky, who sent his troops to disarm the workers and dissolve the Soviets, and then called in the foreign armies of intervention.


Who started the violence in Spain? 
The friends of Franco, aided by the Luftwaffe and the Italian Fascist divisions, by the Moors and the blessing of the Church—by the Tour Insurgent Generals", who refused to be taken on the peaceful road to Socialism. And who began the violence in Czechoslovakia and Eastern Europe? Who but the Nazis and their collaborators, the holy Father Tiso, who handed over thousands of militant workers to the Naxi executioners.






"An Alien Philosophy"


They say Communism is alien and unpatriotic, emanating from Moscow—unlike the Roman Church, who merely take their orders from a cabal of Italian bishops in Rome. They say that, because the Russian Government is Communist, therefore all Communists are Russian.


But the Russian Communists were accused of being German spies. The German Communists were accused of being in the pay of the English, since Marx lived in England; and English radicals were always suspected of being Frenchmen in disguise.



The truth is that Communism, like the working class, is native to every land. It knows no frontiers.






"Soviet Slavery"


Before 1917 the favourite argument used to be that Socialism would never work, since the workers had neither the experience nor the intelligence to govern themselves. But now there is the Soviet Union, the greatest citadel of Socialism, the only country which by its constitution guarantees the social ownership and control of the land and the factories, guarantees the right of every worker to a job, forbids racial discrimination, and gives women equal pay and statu; with men.



The Soviet Union is the hope, of the working class, the living challenge to the capitalist order.


Therefore, they seek to prove, by the coining of such phrases as "Red Fascism", and by a continual barrage of newspaper horror stories, that the Soviet Union is not Socialist at all, or else that it proves that Socialism is bad for the workers. Or, if they can't destroy Socialism in the minds of men, they propose to destroy it physically with a few thousand well-placed atom bombs.
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"A spectre is haunting Europe—the spectre of Communism. All the powers of old Europe have entered into a holy alliance to exorcise this spectre: Pope and Czar Metternich and Guizot, French Radi cals and German police spies. Where is the party in opposition that has not been decrieds Communists by its opponents in power? Where is the opposition that has not hurled hack the branding reproach of Communissm?"


With these words, Marx and Engels in 1848 introduced the Communist Manifesto the reverberations of which have in our own time transformed half the world Today these famous have the sound of a prophecy, for the anti-Communist witch-hunt witnessed by Marx and Engels is rising throughout the capitalist world-to new heights of frenzy.



Not a newspaper appears, but it bears an anti-Communist headline or editorial. Not a day goes by but some public figure—if not the Prime Minister, then the Leader of the Opposition, or the Governor-General, or the President of the R.S.A., lays bare for us the fearful red menace with which we are beset. Not a Sunday passes, but some pulpit somewhere is made to pronounce anathema on Communism.



Communism is the most emotive word in our language. It is being nude a bye-word for treachery, cruelty, perjury and immorality: new vices are being invented to go with it.


Communism is being made to replace the Evil Eye of medieval superstition, and the Communists are its hobgoblins. All mortal misfortunes are ascribed to it: poverty, strikes, starvation, wars, unemployment, even the slumps on Wall Street—all are blamed on this new transformation of the Devil.


And while the popular imagination is thus enlivened, more practical measures are put into practice: Communists are deprived of political rights and free speech; they are to be hounded from their jobs and from their homes: deported from their countries; and, according to the Pope, from heaven as well.


Why this appalling tide of bigotry, this deluge of persecution, so medieval in its scope and intensity?










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 12, No. 10. September 20th, 1949

What is Communism?





What is Communism?


It has been said, that one has to be a Catholic to understand Catholicism, and a Yogi to understand Yoga; so it is with most superstitions. But Communism is no mum-bo-jumbo. Marx wasn't a god, who reserved his final denouement for the Judgment Day.



Communism can be understood by the intelligent reading of a few books, and its essence is logical and straightforward: a clearout interpretation of society, and a plan for action.


Fundamental to Marxist Commun- ism is the historical concept of the class struggle; but this idea by no means originated with Marx. Its reality was understood by the six thousand slaves who survived the defeat of Spartacus's revolt, as they were crucified by their Roman masters along the highroad from Capua to Rome; it was understood by the rebellious peasants of England, as they gathered with pitchfork and bill-hook to march against the "Cutty Wren"; and it is understood in many lands today by wage-earners who have never read Marx, as they struggle against their employers and colonial masters for a decent living.
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For Communists, it is not sufficient merely to realise the existence of the class struggle. Nor is it sufficient to realise that in our day it is the working class which is the forward-looking class, and it is the bourgeoise who are driving backward now, moribund and desperate, with nothing to offer but wars, slumps, unemployment and starvation. 
"The Communist's task is not merely to interpret the world, but to change it."


The Communist disdains to stand on the side-line, or to grope dismally for a "middle road". As with the barricades of Paris, Petrograd and Madrid, there are only two sides; and you have to be on one of them—or run away! Progress is not spon-taneous: it has to be striven for, and defended if necessary. 
History has no wishing-wells. Neither is it a sufficient guarantee of victory to be firmly of an opinion. Moral strength alone could not overcome the Nazi executioners, nor could faith withstand the Moors of Franco.



Organisation is the key to working class victory, as it has been the key to the victory of progressive movements in the past. The purpose of the Communist Party is to build this organisation. The Communists do not set up any sectarian principles of their own, by which to shape and mould the proletarian movement. They have no interests separate from and apart from those of the working class as a whole. Their aim is simply to build and strengthen the organisation of the working class, 
[
unclear: and] to provide the ideological leadership, loyal and re-solute of the working class in its actual struggle against actual ene
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unclear: mits].
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The Communists are not content to sympathise with the working class; they want them to be organised for victory. It is precisely because of this that they are singled out for the most violent and extravagant abuse.


The enemies of the working class do not object to arm-chair socialists, pacifists, or long-haired philosophers, however outrageous their ideas. Likewise, they do not object so much to Marxism as a "philosophy". In all the attacks and slanders launched against the Communist Party today, the economic or philosophical basis of Marxism is seldom attacked; most critics do not even bother to acquaint themselves with it. The enemies of Communism reserve then-most bitter attacks for the Communist Party itself—as a Party. They say it is corrupt, dictatorial, ruthless and dishonest. They say it is alien, un-British, traitorous, the agent of a foreign power. In short, they say there should be no Communist Party.



The thought of an organised and united working class strikes fear into their hearts, and no abuse is too extravagant, no persecution is too vicious, to be Justified In preventing that.


For who would benefit from this new strength? Certainly not the big businessman, for socialism and militant trade unionism pays no dividends. Certainly not the Roman Catholic Church, which always thrived on ignorance and despair, and exhorts the working class to "tranquil resignation" (Leo XIII, "Rerum Novarum").


Who then are the most violent enemies of Communism? We have quoted from a representative selection of them in an inset on this page. There we have Churchill, the mouthpiece of British Conservatism, whose ducal blood revolts at the idea of a workers' state. There we have 
the Trumans and the Dulleses and the Vandenburgs, representatives of Wall Street, who seek to chain the world to the dollar, and whose shells and bombs have been dropped on every workers' liberation movement from China to Indonesia, from the Philippines to Greece. There we have 
the Hitlers, the Lavals and the Francos, the fascist hangmen who reduce the workers to slavery. There we have 
the Attlees and the Frasers, the Bevins and the Semples, the men who climbed to power on the backs of the workers, and then betrayed everything they had stood for. And there we have 
the Church of Rome, no longer a religion but a political creed, maintaining its proud and traditional position at the forefront of all that is reactionary, ignorant and oppressive, clinging like a leech to society, and sapping the spirit of the workers—the Church of Rome, which after opposing and persecuting every progressive movement since the baptism of Const an tine, now poses as the champion of liberty. In the Communist Parties they recognise their most dangerous enemies.



And they have prepared their answer: Fa turn and the Corporate State—beloved alike by Wall Street and the Vatican—that idyilic state where the class straggle is "abolished", where all disputes are settled by conciliation tribunals appointed by benevolent governments where workers love their bosses, and there aren't any Communists (except in prison). In every capitalist country in the world, including our own, the foundations of this state are already being laid.


Of course, the workers of most countries, being somewhat disillusioned with fascism after the recent war, some extra inducement is needed to make them accept it. The lead here is given by the Roman 
[
unclear: Chur] which, after preaching fascism for over a decade, is now given to telling us that there is no such thing as fascism, that it is merely a term of abuse coined by the Communists to describe all their enemies.
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"Communism the Disrupter"


There are two stock replies to the Communist recognition of the class straggle: one is to deny that it exists, and the other is to blame the Communists for starting it. And just as the Church of Rome used to try to make the earth flatter by burning heretics at the stake, so they try now to make the class struggle less real by destroying the new heresy of Communism.






"The Philosophy of Violence"


Communists are accused of fostering violence, "the violent overthrow of the existing order". Communists do not advocate violence: they merely say that the workers should resist the violence of the ruling classes.


Who started the violence of the Russian Revolution? It was started by 
the government of the Tsar, by the police spies and the Black Hundreds, who sent thousands of workers to Siberia and to the prisons, before the standard of revolt was ever raised; and it was perpetuated by Keren-sky, who sent his troops to disarm the workers and dissolve the Soviets, and then called in the foreign armies of intervention.


Who started the violence in Spain? 
The friends of Franco, aided by the Luftwaffe and the Italian Fascist divisions, by the Moors and the blessing of the Church—by the Tour Insurgent Generals", who refused to be taken on the peaceful road to Socialism. And who began the violence in Czechoslovakia and Eastern Europe? Who but the Nazis and their collaborators, the holy Father Tiso, who handed over thousands of militant workers to the Naxi executioners.






"An Alien Philosophy"


They say Communism is alien and unpatriotic, emanating from Moscow—unlike the Roman Church, who merely take their orders from a cabal of Italian bishops in Rome. They say that, because the Russian Government is Communist, therefore all Communists are Russian.


But the Russian Communists were accused of being German spies. The German Communists were accused of being in the pay of the English, since Marx lived in England; and English radicals were always suspected of being Frenchmen in disguise.



The truth is that Communism, like the working class, is native to every land. It knows no frontiers.






"Soviet Slavery"


Before 1917 the favourite argument used to be that Socialism would never work, since the workers had neither the experience nor the intelligence to govern themselves. But now there is the Soviet Union, the greatest citadel of Socialism, the only country which by its constitution guarantees the social ownership and control of the land and the factories, guarantees the right of every worker to a job, forbids racial discrimination, and gives women equal pay and statu; with men.



The Soviet Union is the hope, of the working class, the living challenge to the capitalist order.


Therefore, they seek to prove, by the coining of such phrases as "Red Fascism", and by a continual barrage of newspaper horror stories, that the Soviet Union is not Socialist at all, or else that it proves that Socialism is bad for the workers. Or, if they can't destroy Socialism in the minds of men, they propose to destroy it physically with a few thousand well-placed atom bombs.
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Communists are accused of fostering violence, "the violent overthrow of the existing order". Communists do not advocate violence: they merely say that the workers should resist the violence of the ruling classes.


Who started the violence of the Russian Revolution? It was started by 
the government of the Tsar, by the police spies and the Black Hundreds, who sent thousands of workers to Siberia and to the prisons, before the standard of revolt was ever raised; and it was perpetuated by Keren-sky, who sent his troops to disarm the workers and dissolve the Soviets, and then called in the foreign armies of intervention.
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They say Communism is alien and unpatriotic, emanating from Moscow—unlike the Roman Church, who merely take their orders from a cabal of Italian bishops in Rome. They say that, because the Russian Government is Communist, therefore all Communists are Russian.


But the Russian Communists were accused of being German spies. The German Communists were accused of being in the pay of the English, since Marx lived in England; and English radicals were always suspected of being Frenchmen in disguise.



The truth is that Communism, like the working class, is native to every land. It knows no frontiers.
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Before 1917 the favourite argument used to be that Socialism would never work, since the workers had neither the experience nor the intelligence to govern themselves. But now there is the Soviet Union, the greatest citadel of Socialism, the only country which by its constitution guarantees the social ownership and control of the land and the factories, guarantees the right of every worker to a job, forbids racial discrimination, and gives women equal pay and statu; with men.



The Soviet Union is the hope, of the working class, the living challenge to the capitalist order.


Therefore, they seek to prove, by the coining of such phrases as "Red Fascism", and by a continual barrage of newspaper horror stories, that the Soviet Union is not Socialist at all, or else that it proves that Socialism is bad for the workers. Or, if they can't destroy Socialism in the minds of men, they propose to destroy it physically with a few thousand well-placed atom bombs.
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Guess Who?








Guess Who?




	1.
	
"Communism . . . the fatal plague which insinuates itself into the very marrow of human society, only to bring about its ruin."


	2.
	
"Of all tyrannies in history, the Communist tyranny is the wont, the most destructive, and the most degrading." "The foul baboonery of Bolshevism." "... That foul combination of criminality and animalism."


	3.
	
"Communism attacks the foundations of our whole human order, alike in state and society, the foundations of our conception of civilisation, of our faith and of our morals: all alike are at stake." "I regard it as 7ny mission before posterity to destroy Marxism—and that is no idle boast."


	4.
	
"The Communists, who get their policy from Russia, employ tactics quite heedless of the damage that may be done to the common people . . They are tools of an alien dictatorship."


	5.
	
"The malignant growth of international communism has bred new fear and insecurity in the world."


	6.
	
"Communists . . . a troop of red-eyed monsters in the shape of men."




(Answers on back page.)
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Twilight or Dawn?


One word can practically sum up the political programme of the right wing:" Anti-Communism. But beyond that, what have they to offer? Nothing, except a philosophy of cynicism and despair. Thus General Smuts, that great spokesman of Western democracy, that champion of the British Empire and the native cattle compounds of Johannesbourg, has said that we are living "in a twilight world". After all their magnificent talk, of patriotism and freedom, of Christianity and the New Order, they can offer to the workers only hopelessness and despair and a "tightened belt"—with perhaps a better life in the world to some.


In a sense, these pessimists are right. It is twilight for them. It is twilight for all those who make profits from the toil of the workers, and from the cheap labour of coloured peoples. But for the vast majority of the human race it is not twilight, but the dawn, the lightening dawn of world Socialism, where the workers of the world will work for their own benefit, without fear of employment, of wars, of starvation, or of persecution.


Soviet writer Ilya Ehrenburg, speaking at the Paris Peace Congress, remarked: "There is the old legend of the two women who came to the wise judge, quarrelling over the possession of a child. And the woman who pretended to be the mother consented: 'Let the child be divided in two.' She said so because the child was not hers.



"The barbarians who are now plotting war are prepared to slay the future of mankind, because it is not their future. They are afraid of time, because time is against them. They hate life because life to with the men of labour, not with the handful of marauders. They want war, because they are doomed, because, all their philosophy, aesthetics, economics has boiled down to one thing: the atom bomb."


—H. C. E.
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"God Defend New Zealand" Department





"God Defend New Zealand" Department





Play the Game, You Cads!


"The Rugby footballers of New Zealand should realize that a political attack is being made on the game. There are strong elements in the Labour movement which are opposed to Rugby. The campaign against the exclusion of 
[
unclear: Maois] is to a large extent inspired by these mischief-makers."


—Editorial in "N.Z. Observer,


8/9/48.







Reds Under the Bed!


"The distribution by the Correspondence School of papers dealing with the geography of Russia was criticised by Mr. Murdoch, National member for Marsden. 'These seeds are being sown by someone,' he said, 'and the matter should be looked into. Children should be taught the geography of their own country first.'"


—"Dominion." 20/7/49.
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They Gathered to Honour the Fallen... ... So the Police Beat Them Up




They Gathered to Honour the Fallen... ... So the Police Beat Them Up



A year ago ... a story the Press forgot ... but after all, they were only French ... and, what is worse, they were students. . .





November 11, 1940: German troops have dimmed the lights of Paris. But 200 students assemble at the Sorbonne University for their traditional march to the tomb of the unknown soldier under the Arc de Triomphe—their annual hommage to their dead. None of the 200 reach the Arch. Nazi soldiers and French collaborators fire on them. The survivors are deported to concentration camps. A few escape. The Nazis rule Paris . . .


November 11, 1948: German Nazis no longer rule Paris. The Federal Union of War Veterans, the Federation of Former Slave Labourers, the combined associations of Resistance Fighters—these and other groups gather to march in their annual salute to those who died in the wars of France . . .






The Attack


Less than five minutes after the students assemble in the Place de la Sorbonne, they are attacked by the police. Their banners are seized. Some students are arrested; many are beaten. The remainder arrange to reassemble later.


The afternoon is turning to dusk and fog is settling over the city when I reach the Champs Elysees. Blue-uniformed police armed with pistols and carrying makeshift wooden clubs are lined up along the sidewalks.






Blue Fury


The crowds have been herded behind portable wooden fences. The marchers are not able to maintain their groupings: students, war veterans, former prisoners of war, concentration camp inmates, all have been pushed together into one huge mass.


A whistle blows. A mass of blue uniforms, capes flying, suddenly seems to be unleashed like a pack of hounds. What was a moment before a relaxed group of policemen is turned into a mad fury, whirling white nightsticks and long wooden clubs, cracking skulls left and right.


The crowd manages to unknot itself; some escape into side streets, others find refuge in doorways.


A whistle blows again. The police turn and hurl themselves upon the crowd gathered to watch the first charge. Women are thrown to the ground, men are clubbed. The whistle blows a third time, and the clubbing stops. The police return to their ranks, relax, light cigarettes and begin chatting with each other.


Up and down the broad Avenue des Champs-Elysees, this is happening at 20 intersections.






Barricades


At one place civilians have ripped up paving blocks with which to defend themselves. At the corner of the Rue Washington a first-aid station has been set up. I watch three ambulances arrive, fill up with wounded, and drive off to hospitals. The street here is covered with litters, bearing war veterans, students, communists, socialists, royalists, Gaullists, sightseers, foreign diplomats and journalists, with bleeding heads, broken arms and bruised bodies.


The police now charge time and again in small sorties against crowds. A group gathers to hoot and jeer at the "high command" of officers knotted together, the police charge them. Another band groups together and sings the Marsellaise the police charge.






Reds Again


The reign of terror lasts more than two hours. Then it is dark and the lights are on. The police are still busy breaking up small groups left along the streets, Stragglers are driven into subway kiosks; the streets are cleared of barricades and rubble which was piled high by police as well as civilians.


Chief of Police Roger Leonard, cornered by a few newspapermen who managed to stumble upon him, is too much a caricature of himself as the calculating chief who has just ordered his private army to wipe out the mob. He wears a chesterfield, a black homburg, high-topped white collar and pearl stick-pin.


"It was the newspapers like 'L'Hu-manite' and 'Ce Soir'" he says "that incited people to disobey me and start manifestations outside the limits set by police orders. A few excited elements then incited others to riot."


Shrugging off questions about civilian casualties, he steps into his car and is driven away.


(Stanley Karnow. in "U.S. National Guardian," 23/11/48.)
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November 11, 1940: German troops have dimmed the lights of Paris. But 200 students assemble at the Sorbonne University for their traditional march to the tomb of the unknown soldier under the Arc de Triomphe—their annual hommage to their dead. None of the 200 reach the Arch. Nazi soldiers and French collaborators fire on them. The survivors are deported to concentration camps. A few escape. The Nazis rule Paris . . .


November 11, 1948: German Nazis no longer rule Paris. The Federal Union of War Veterans, the Federation of Former Slave Labourers, the combined associations of Resistance Fighters—these and other groups gather to march in their annual salute to those who died in the wars of France . . .
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Less than five minutes after the students assemble in the Place de la Sorbonne, they are attacked by the police. Their banners are seized. Some students are arrested; many are beaten. The remainder arrange to reassemble later.


The afternoon is turning to dusk and fog is settling over the city when I reach the Champs Elysees. Blue-uniformed police armed with pistols and carrying makeshift wooden clubs are lined up along the sidewalks.
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The crowds have been herded behind portable wooden fences. The marchers are not able to maintain their groupings: students, war veterans, former prisoners of war, concentration camp inmates, all have been pushed together into one huge mass.


A whistle blows. A mass of blue uniforms, capes flying, suddenly seems to be unleashed like a pack of hounds. What was a moment before a relaxed group of policemen is turned into a mad fury, whirling white nightsticks and long wooden clubs, cracking skulls left and right.


The crowd manages to unknot itself; some escape into side streets, others find refuge in doorways.


A whistle blows again. The police turn and hurl themselves upon the crowd gathered to watch the first charge. Women are thrown to the ground, men are clubbed. The whistle blows a third time, and the clubbing stops. The police return to their ranks, relax, light cigarettes and begin chatting with each other.


Up and down the broad Avenue des Champs-Elysees, this is happening at 20 intersections.
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Barricades


At one place civilians have ripped up paving blocks with which to defend themselves. At the corner of the Rue Washington a first-aid station has been set up. I watch three ambulances arrive, fill up with wounded, and drive off to hospitals. The street here is covered with litters, bearing war veterans, students, communists, socialists, royalists, Gaullists, sightseers, foreign diplomats and journalists, with bleeding heads, broken arms and bruised bodies.


The police now charge time and again in small sorties against crowds. A group gathers to hoot and jeer at the "high command" of officers knotted together, the police charge them. Another band groups together and sings the Marsellaise the police charge.
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Reds Again


The reign of terror lasts more than two hours. Then it is dark and the lights are on. The police are still busy breaking up small groups left along the streets, Stragglers are driven into subway kiosks; the streets are cleared of barricades and rubble which was piled high by police as well as civilians.


Chief of Police Roger Leonard, cornered by a few newspapermen who managed to stumble upon him, is too much a caricature of himself as the calculating chief who has just ordered his private army to wipe out the mob. He wears a chesterfield, a black homburg, high-topped white collar and pearl stick-pin.


"It was the newspapers like 'L'Hu-manite' and 'Ce Soir'" he says "that incited people to disobey me and start manifestations outside the limits set by police orders. A few excited elements then incited others to riot."


Shrugging off questions about civilian casualties, he steps into his car and is driven away.


(Stanley Karnow. in "U.S. National Guardian," 23/11/48.)
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Hardware Department



Personal


"Will Lady, Hutt Valley, who wanted Screw for Rucker. ring 16-101? Address lost."


—"Evening Post." 14/8/49.
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The Glory that was Greece







The Glory that was Greece






Building bulwarks against bolshevism has proved an expensive business. Remember the Reparations remissions, the American-German loans, the British-Nazi Naval Treaty, and the Munich Sellout? Yes? Well those, if you remember, were links in the chain of building up a "strong" Germany to hold the red Russians in check. Strong in what? Its fruits will be painfully fresh in our memories—war against reason and free thought, war against minorities, war against workers and intellectuals, and World War.



But we have not learned our lesson. Again, we are building up bulwarks—
against the same bolsheviks, the bolsheviks who, we tend to forget, fought in the Don Basin, and around Leningrad and Stalingrad.



At the Paris Peace Congress in April, Ilya Ehrenburg, the Bolshevik writer, asked 
"Who waxed so indignant at the intervention of 'the Reds' in Greek affairs, and is himself now lord and master in Athens?" For in Greece, in an effort to contain the contagion of a socialism growingly attractive to peoples for so long the pawns in a game of oil and power, first the British Foreign Office, and now the U.S. State Department, have built a new fascism.






Our Allies


Who led the resistance to the Nazi invader in Greece? Australian Colonel Sheppard, M.C., and New Zealand Lieut. John Denvir, D.C.M., who fought there, could answer that question. With the liberation, the democratic resistance elements—members of the guerilla armies and of the underground motley of industrial workers, peasant farmers, liberal professional men and students—were ready to assume the powers of government in a land that had known no sort of democracy since classical days. But what happened? Enter the British troops of General Scobic and Mr. Churchill. 
The Foreign Office, with its pre-war mind, hud decided that oil came before freedom, and that the life-line of Empire was mora Important than the life-blood of men. 1944-45: the popular elements were expelled from the government, and it was packed with those who had fled the occupation, and those who had been prewar dictator Metaxas' right-hand men. British troops were paid to make the Greek people agree—with machine-guns.


Said John Denvir: 
"It is a crime that British soldiers who have gone buck to Greece should be ordered to shoot down people who have assist-ed New Zealanders to escape" (The Truth About Greece, 1945), and Colonel Sheppard. "Fifty per cent. of the Foreign Office staff should be locked up for their responsibility in the spilling of Greek Wood" Cat Caxton Hall, 16/6/47). And again, the present Greek government "has all the elements of Fascism" (Auckland. Dec. 1947).






The New Invader


That is what has happened in Greece. Those who had fought the German invader, found their national freedom was menaced by another invader—this time from across the Atlantic. Many of them look to the mountains to join an armed resistance to the puppet government. Those that stayed, found legal security an intangible myth. The net result was the continuance of what British Labour M.P. Seymour Cocks described as "a national movement, and its purpose is the freeing of Greece from the domination of any foreign power whatsoever and the reconstruction of their country."


What foreign power, for instance? Colonel Sheppard (Greece's Struggle for Freedom, Sydney, Dec., 1948), lists the more notable footholds of American finance in Greece. They cover all Greece's main industries—lead, lignite and magnesium mining, hydro-electric and cotton ginning works.


In addition, only two quotations are needed to realise the extent of American intervention and the reason for it. The Greek correspondent of the New York Post wrote, 26/6/47, "The Athens government has granted the American missions very wide powers. News from Athens leads one to the conclusion that it is in reality the American mission which will govern Greece from now on," And Walter Lippman, writing in the Herold-Tribune in April of the same year, when Truman's Graeco-Turkish aid plan was announced, said: "We have chosen Turkey and Greece, not because they are actually in need of aid, but because they constitute for us the strategic door leading to the Black Sea and the heart of the U.S.S.R."




[image: Behind Bars Cartoon]


As for political inquisition in American Greece, a small book in French, entitled "Macronlssos—le Dachau americaln en Grece" (Feb., 1949) has been received by this Students' Association. This describes conditions in Greece's worst political concentration camp. The accuracy of the account is vouched for by over 50 former prisoners whose names are listed. In the words of the author, "this is a blot which soils our land, and an offence against the post-war world." After reading the gruesome description, you realize how mild these words are.



Colonel Sheppard describes cases within his own experience, of the brutality of the new gestapo—nearly all former employees of the quisling "security police"—chiefly against labour leaders and students.



"The Blue Book of the Greek Provisional Democratic Government" (August, 1948) list 1,289 known executions by the royalist government between February, 1945, and March, 1946.






These Intellectuals


But a case much closer to us as students is that recounted in the French bi-monthly intellectual organ "
La Pensee" for Jan.-Feb., 1949. It concerns the summary execution of two of Greece's finest intellects, on the unsubstantiated charge that they were "implicated in plotting an act of sabotage."


The "trial" took place by court-martial In Athens on June 25 last year. The covering letter to "La Pensee" from Greece says, "We believe we can safely say that there was no such plot, and that 
most of the accused were known only for their republican and anti-fascist sentiments."


Remember the Nazi Johst's saying, "When I hear the word 'culture' I cock my revolver"? Remember Hitler's expulsion of Einstein and Mann, his screening of the Universities, his arrest and torture of Boenheim and Scheller? His massacre of Czech students? Fascism has always hated human beings who used their brains for the 
[
unclear: etterment] of Mankind. Hon. John Strachey once wrote: "It is necessary for the Fascists, whose object it is to perpetuate our more and more irrational capitalist system, to assail in every conceivable way the supremacy of human reason."


Well, in the course of these proceedings in Athens, three years after the "defeat of fascism," the President of the Tribunal remarked, 
"We Must do away with these intellectuals—lfs them who threaten the established order." For two of the twenty accused were Dmitri Lagos, poet, and Christos Carambelas, economist.


You have never heard of them? The chances are there are many, poets and economists of great promise in your own college of whom you have never heard. They were 38 and 29 respectively. Lagos occupied in the Greek resistance movement the place of Aragon or Eluard in the French. His books of clandestine verse, notably 
The Fruitful Melancholy and Between the Yes and the No, were the marching songs of the underground. He had also translated much of Baudelaire and other French poets into Greek.


Carambelas had studied economics, and worked in a group of sociology students in the Anti-Nazi underground. He had written not only on economics, but on ethnology and even a paper on "The Music of the Ancients and the Phrygian Flue!" He could speak English, French. Russian, German and Italian, and had a fine resistance record.



Both men, without any trial beyond this militarist farce, were condemned to be shot. Lagos, from the dock, said, "In all my life, I have loved only the truth, and I have sung it together with my native land. ... I know how to die like a Greek."


Carambelas left a letter to his friends, written on the eve of his murder.






The Darkest Hour



"Man differs from the beasts in that be is endowed with reason. The Greeks ft was who first understood its power, who first used it to explain the world, That to why I am proud to be a Greek.


"Man in his relations with nature, made immense progress, and ended, through the sole instrumentality of bis reason, by mastering it in large measure. In his relations with society, man has not achieved these heights. This latter causes him, nevertheless, far greater evil than those caused him by nature.


"Let us understand this apparent weakness of man. Forward, all of us, to a science of society that is just and Justly applied. That is what I hold to. Judge my mistakes, find what was true in my ideas. That is what I ask of you.


"Greetings to you all,


"C. Carambelas, 24/6/48."


Well over a century ago Shelley saw Greece, traditionally the homeland of freedom, crushed by the invader. But out of her tears he saw a greater future, and the souls of men like Dmitri Lagos and Cristos Carambelas will contribute to that future:






"Through the sunset of hope,




Like the shapes of a dream,




What Paradise islands of glory gleam!




Beneath heaven's cope.




"Their shadows more clear float by—




The sound of ther oceans, the light of their sky,




The music and fragrance their solitudes breathe




Burst, like morning on dream or like heaven on death,




Through the waits of our prison;




And Greece, which was dead, is arisen!!'



—C.B.
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Building bulwarks against bolshevism has proved an expensive business. Remember the Reparations remissions, the American-German loans, the British-Nazi Naval Treaty, and the Munich Sellout? Yes? Well those, if you remember, were links in the chain of building up a "strong" Germany to hold the red Russians in check. Strong in what? Its fruits will be painfully fresh in our memories—war against reason and free thought, war against minorities, war against workers and intellectuals, and World War.



But we have not learned our lesson. Again, we are building up bulwarks—
against the same bolsheviks, the bolsheviks who, we tend to forget, fought in the Don Basin, and around Leningrad and Stalingrad.



At the Paris Peace Congress in April, Ilya Ehrenburg, the Bolshevik writer, asked 
"Who waxed so indignant at the intervention of 'the Reds' in Greek affairs, and is himself now lord and master in Athens?" For in Greece, in an effort to contain the contagion of a socialism growingly attractive to peoples for so long the pawns in a game of oil and power, first the British Foreign Office, and now the U.S. State Department, have built a new fascism.
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Our Allies


Who led the resistance to the Nazi invader in Greece? Australian Colonel Sheppard, M.C., and New Zealand Lieut. John Denvir, D.C.M., who fought there, could answer that question. With the liberation, the democratic resistance elements—members of the guerilla armies and of the underground motley of industrial workers, peasant farmers, liberal professional men and students—were ready to assume the powers of government in a land that had known no sort of democracy since classical days. But what happened? Enter the British troops of General Scobic and Mr. Churchill. 
The Foreign Office, with its pre-war mind, hud decided that oil came before freedom, and that the life-line of Empire was mora Important than the life-blood of men. 1944-45: the popular elements were expelled from the government, and it was packed with those who had fled the occupation, and those who had been prewar dictator Metaxas' right-hand men. British troops were paid to make the Greek people agree—with machine-guns.


Said John Denvir: 
"It is a crime that British soldiers who have gone buck to Greece should be ordered to shoot down people who have assist-ed New Zealanders to escape" (The Truth About Greece, 1945), and Colonel Sheppard. "Fifty per cent. of the Foreign Office staff should be locked up for their responsibility in the spilling of Greek Wood" Cat Caxton Hall, 16/6/47). And again, the present Greek government "has all the elements of Fascism" (Auckland. Dec. 1947).
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The New Invader


That is what has happened in Greece. Those who had fought the German invader, found their national freedom was menaced by another invader—this time from across the Atlantic. Many of them look to the mountains to join an armed resistance to the puppet government. Those that stayed, found legal security an intangible myth. The net result was the continuance of what British Labour M.P. Seymour Cocks described as "a national movement, and its purpose is the freeing of Greece from the domination of any foreign power whatsoever and the reconstruction of their country."


What foreign power, for instance? Colonel Sheppard (Greece's Struggle for Freedom, Sydney, Dec., 1948), lists the more notable footholds of American finance in Greece. They cover all Greece's main industries—lead, lignite and magnesium mining, hydro-electric and cotton ginning works.


In addition, only two quotations are needed to realise the extent of American intervention and the reason for it. The Greek correspondent of the New York Post wrote, 26/6/47, "The Athens government has granted the American missions very wide powers. News from Athens leads one to the conclusion that it is in reality the American mission which will govern Greece from now on," And Walter Lippman, writing in the Herold-Tribune in April of the same year, when Truman's Graeco-Turkish aid plan was announced, said: "We have chosen Turkey and Greece, not because they are actually in need of aid, but because they constitute for us the strategic door leading to the Black Sea and the heart of the U.S.S.R."
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As for political inquisition in American Greece, a small book in French, entitled "Macronlssos—le Dachau americaln en Grece" (Feb., 1949) has been received by this Students' Association. This describes conditions in Greece's worst political concentration camp. The accuracy of the account is vouched for by over 50 former prisoners whose names are listed. In the words of the author, "this is a blot which soils our land, and an offence against the post-war world." After reading the gruesome description, you realize how mild these words are.



Colonel Sheppard describes cases within his own experience, of the brutality of the new gestapo—nearly all former employees of the quisling "security police"—chiefly against labour leaders and students.



"The Blue Book of the Greek Provisional Democratic Government" (August, 1948) list 1,289 known executions by the royalist government between February, 1945, and March, 1946.
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But a case much closer to us as students is that recounted in the French bi-monthly intellectual organ "
La Pensee" for Jan.-Feb., 1949. It concerns the summary execution of two of Greece's finest intellects, on the unsubstantiated charge that they were "implicated in plotting an act of sabotage."


The "trial" took place by court-martial In Athens on June 25 last year. The covering letter to "La Pensee" from Greece says, "We believe we can safely say that there was no such plot, and that 
most of the accused were known only for their republican and anti-fascist sentiments."


Remember the Nazi Johst's saying, "When I hear the word 'culture' I cock my revolver"? Remember Hitler's expulsion of Einstein and Mann, his screening of the Universities, his arrest and torture of Boenheim and Scheller? His massacre of Czech students? Fascism has always hated human beings who used their brains for the 
[
unclear: etterment] of Mankind. Hon. John Strachey once wrote: "It is necessary for the Fascists, whose object it is to perpetuate our more and more irrational capitalist system, to assail in every conceivable way the supremacy of human reason."


Well, in the course of these proceedings in Athens, three years after the "defeat of fascism," the President of the Tribunal remarked, 
"We Must do away with these intellectuals—lfs them who threaten the established order." For two of the twenty accused were Dmitri Lagos, poet, and Christos Carambelas, economist.


You have never heard of them? The chances are there are many, poets and economists of great promise in your own college of whom you have never heard. They were 38 and 29 respectively. Lagos occupied in the Greek resistance movement the place of Aragon or Eluard in the French. His books of clandestine verse, notably 
The Fruitful Melancholy and Between the Yes and the No, were the marching songs of the underground. He had also translated much of Baudelaire and other French poets into Greek.


Carambelas had studied economics, and worked in a group of sociology students in the Anti-Nazi underground. He had written not only on economics, but on ethnology and even a paper on "The Music of the Ancients and the Phrygian Flue!" He could speak English, French. Russian, German and Italian, and had a fine resistance record.



Both men, without any trial beyond this militarist farce, were condemned to be shot. Lagos, from the dock, said, "In all my life, I have loved only the truth, and I have sung it together with my native land. ... I know how to die like a Greek."


Carambelas left a letter to his friends, written on the eve of his murder.
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"Man differs from the beasts in that be is endowed with reason. The Greeks ft was who first understood its power, who first used it to explain the world, That to why I am proud to be a Greek.


"Man in his relations with nature, made immense progress, and ended, through the sole instrumentality of bis reason, by mastering it in large measure. In his relations with society, man has not achieved these heights. This latter causes him, nevertheless, far greater evil than those caused him by nature.


"Let us understand this apparent weakness of man. Forward, all of us, to a science of society that is just and Justly applied. That is what I hold to. Judge my mistakes, find what was true in my ideas. That is what I ask of you.


"Greetings to you all,


"C. Carambelas, 24/6/48."


Well over a century ago Shelley saw Greece, traditionally the homeland of freedom, crushed by the invader. But out of her tears he saw a greater future, and the souls of men like Dmitri Lagos and Cristos Carambelas will contribute to that future:






"Through the sunset of hope,




Like the shapes of a dream,




What Paradise islands of glory gleam!




Beneath heaven's cope.




"Their shadows more clear float by—




The sound of ther oceans, the light of their sky,




The music and fragrance their solitudes breathe




Burst, like morning on dream or like heaven on death,




Through the waits of our prison;




And Greece, which was dead, is arisen!!'



—C.B.
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No Confidence




Sir,—




Our readers will remember that at the elections for the Executive Committee of the Victorian University College Students' Association the number of votes recorded for the two candidates for the position of secretary were equal. To decide who was to hold the position the Returning Officer tossed a coin with the result that Mr. Hume is now our secretary.


The cause for our dissatisfaction is this. When the time came for the Executive Committee to appoint an Assistant Secretary Mr. Milburn was not appointed although he had the same number of votes recorded for him as Mr. Hume. This fact, we submit, should have made his appointment a matter of course as in our considered opinion he has an overwhelming right that makes the appointment of any other person ridiculous. But someone else was appointed—to whit, Mr. Neil Moun-tier, who, with all due respect to him, was not one of the successful candidates in the election.



We therefore feel on the grounds that the Victoria University College Students' Association Executive Committee did not take due notice of the express wishes of the student body, that the aforementioned Executive Committee should no longer have the confidence of the student body.


—O.U.T
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Dr. Beaglehole reminds us . . .



"Red Europe" is Still with us





In his excellent book "Victoria University College: An Essay towards a History", Dr. J. C. Beaglehole gave a long-needed appraisal of our Alma Mater's role as the upholder of intellectual freedom and independent thought. But in his commentary on the ultimate significance of the details of fights on such issues, he asked "Who now, a generation later, has heard of the terrible 'Red Europe'?" That brings memories of a world-shaking book, still officially banned in this country, which, nevertheless, many old leftists still have in their shelves.



"Red Europe" is a little blue volume,-published in Australia in 1919. The author is Frank Anstey, a Labour member of the Commonwealth Parliament who was a government representative of the Australian Press Mission in France in 1918. On this work he mixed in high diplomatic circles, and had access to the most detailed, confidential and personal information on the current world situation. As a Socialist, he was profoundly shocked by the cynical betrayal of the aims for which the First World War was meant to, be fought. To him the contrast between the earnest sincerity and vision of the Russian Socialists under Lenin was in striking contrast to the brazen hypocrisy of the hired Iscar-iots of the Western countries. He saw Europe, soaked red with the blood of the millions who had been slaughtered in the great orgy of carnage, to him the clear product of predatory imperialism.



Out of the blood-soaked earth, as from dragon-seed, he saw the armies of revolution rising up, leading the peoples to the new hope of Socialism.






Prophetic?


His personal contacts, his outspoken honesty, and his fearless assaults on what he knew was wrong, even if held sacred by the orthodox, make the book as powerful reading now as it must have been 30 years ago. Is there not something half-prophetic about a reference in 1919 to General Mannerheim as "the White Butcher"? And Wilson as "not a Democrat: not even a believer in the things he said, but the supreme political strategist of American Money Power"? At a time when these men were the heroes of democracy, Anstey saw through the mask, and his Judgment has been upheld by history.


With a keen eye, he saw the unsavoury machinations of the Chur-chills and Ironsides, the Kolchaks and Mannerheims, in their attempts to strangle the Soviet Republic at birth, and shook his head. 
He saw it all as a puppet show acting Canute with too tide of history. And he seems to have been right. For all the nations of the Entente's "Cordons Sanitaire"—the Baltic States, Bulgaria, Hungary, Poland, Rumania, Czechoslovakia, and even China, seem to have become infected with the Red rash.


It was destined, claimed Anstey, to engulf even his native Australia. The system which gave 1 per cent. of adult Australians the ownership of their country's total wealth contained the seeds of its own destruction. No wonder the powers that be were panicky. Anstey's book was instantly banned.


The Auckland pacifist, Mr. H. R. Urquhart, records an interesting incident in his 1946 pamphlet, "Searchlight on Big Business". At the time "Red Europe" came out, local newspapers recorded that Whitcombe & Tombs Ltd. was fined "for importing prohibited goods, namely, a book entitled 'Red Europe'. The books were ordered to be seized and forfeited."


Urquhart's comment is: "I feel that in the final day of judgment this attempt of Messrs. Whitcombe & Tombs to broadcast the contents of 'Red Europe' will be accounted to the firm for righteousness ... .






Drums of Revolution


For the contents of this book are of more than historical interest to us today. They are still vital.



So much of what Frank Anstey wrote 30 years ago has been corroborated by the passage of time that we can well read again the last page:


"During the early part of 1919 President Wilson rose up and said: I want to utter a solemn warning. Great tides of the world do not give notice that they are going to rise and run—they rise in their majesty and might and those who stand in their way are overwhelmed. If we cannot now . . . see how to regulate the affairs of the world . . . there will be no hope and therefore no mercy.'


"But this coming struggle will be different in its manner, character, and purpose from anything previous. No longer undisciplined mobs but masses disciplined by war will give a practical application to Lloyd George's 'success in proportion to audacity'. Centuries old, obsolete, out-of-date machinery of centralised bureaucratic authority will go with a crash. In its place will come machinery adapted to modern needs. It will be there where the people live, where they can watch its operation. All power' in its scope, the right of each locality to work out its salvation, lands, homes and industries, local action, direct action, action quick and on the spot; emulation, stimulation, rivalry, and efforts to the common good, the fore- most are beaten to the backward. The national directory will function for purposes which the localities cannot handle. Banks will function for the people. Finance will be the handmaid of industry—not its master. Security will give the right to currency!—not the whims and wills of a predatory clique. The impatient world will wait no longer. The frail-ties of men, the soul-pawning for the prestige of an hour, the desertions of the timid, of the Iscariots for cash, will furnish no despondency. They will count as part of the inevitable loss in the battle-line.



"Capitalism listens with quaking soul to the drum-beats of the armies of revolution. Those beats grow louder—they draw nearer and nearer."






"Move Then with New Desires"


Yes. Not only is Europe going red. 
It seems that the signpost of history points this way, and all the world la following on. Auckland students' paper "Craccum" recently delivered, editorially, a medieval sneer at the "brute" militance of New Zealand's Labour movement But let us "intellectuals" wake up to the fact that Caliban is rising in his strength, the "Man with the hoe" is asking the question that demands an answer:





"How will the future reckon with this man?



"How answer his brute question in that hour



"When whirlwinds of rebellion shake all the shores?



"How will it be with kingdoms and with kings,



"With those who shaped him to the thing he is—



When this dumb terror shall rise to judge the world



After the silence of the centuries?"






We workers of the mind must declare our allegiance, and declare it now. With events in Europe and in Asia we cannot plead Ignorance of the fact that we are living in an age of revolution. Professor Joliot-Curle, Dr. J. D, Bernal, Lords Ara-gon, Pablo Picasso, Paul Robeson, Thomas Mann, the Dean of Canterbury, and thousands of other responsible intellectuals have given a lead. Remember the words of C. Day. Lewis:






"Yet living here




As one between two massing powers I live




Whom neutrality cannot save




Nor occupation cheer.




"None such shall be left alive




The innocent wing is soon shot down




And private stars fade in the blood-red dawn




Where two worlds strive.




"The red advance of life




Contracts pride, calls out the common blood,




Heats song into a single blade




Makes a depth-charge of grief.




"Move then with, new desires




For where we used to build and love




Is no-man's land, and only ghosts can live




Between two fires."



—
Partisan.
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In his excellent book "Victoria University College: An Essay towards a History", Dr. J. C. Beaglehole gave a long-needed appraisal of our Alma Mater's role as the upholder of intellectual freedom and independent thought. But in his commentary on the ultimate significance of the details of fights on such issues, he asked "Who now, a generation later, has heard of the terrible 'Red Europe'?" That brings memories of a world-shaking book, still officially banned in this country, which, nevertheless, many old leftists still have in their shelves.



"Red Europe" is a little blue volume,-published in Australia in 1919. The author is Frank Anstey, a Labour member of the Commonwealth Parliament who was a government representative of the Australian Press Mission in France in 1918. On this work he mixed in high diplomatic circles, and had access to the most detailed, confidential and personal information on the current world situation. As a Socialist, he was profoundly shocked by the cynical betrayal of the aims for which the First World War was meant to, be fought. To him the contrast between the earnest sincerity and vision of the Russian Socialists under Lenin was in striking contrast to the brazen hypocrisy of the hired Iscar-iots of the Western countries. He saw Europe, soaked red with the blood of the millions who had been slaughtered in the great orgy of carnage, to him the clear product of predatory imperialism.



Out of the blood-soaked earth, as from dragon-seed, he saw the armies of revolution rising up, leading the peoples to the new hope of Socialism.
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The Auckland pacifist, Mr. H. R. Urquhart, records an interesting incident in his 1946 pamphlet, "Searchlight on Big Business". At the time "Red Europe" came out, local newspapers recorded that Whitcombe & Tombs Ltd. was fined "for importing prohibited goods, namely, a book entitled 'Red Europe'. The books were ordered to be seized and forfeited."


Urquhart's comment is: "I feel that in the final day of judgment this attempt of Messrs. Whitcombe & Tombs to broadcast the contents of 'Red Europe' will be accounted to the firm for righteousness ... .
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Editorship of "Salient" 1950


Persons who are interested in the position of the Editorship of "Salient" 
1950 are requested to apply to the Publications Committee for their consideration together with any qualifications they possess not later than September 30.



W. T. Hume, Secretary.
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Religion, Morals and Public Ethics Department



The Work of a Clergyman


"For adult subscribers only—"'Love. Passion and Sex.' Sales exceed 1,000,000. A leading clergyman writes: 'Thanks sincerely for help I derived. A great help in my work.' 7/6 posted."


—From the prospectus of an Auckland book-dealer.
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No Reply from Junior Atheist




"You have given a very neat little proof of the existence of something, but what exactly has induced you to correlate this something with that confused bundle or dogmas and sup; erstitions, the Christian Religion? Junior Atheist's Anti-God Father.


"The life and death of Jesus are those of a God, for if any man could invent it he would be more astounding than the hero himself." Rousseau.


Any person who has read any part of this controversy will know that Junior Atheist and his relations, being unable to reply to proofs, indulge in destructive criticisms to impress and then ask another question. I have already pointed out that some facts arc not to be fully understood because a finite mind cannot grasp the concept of an Infinite Being. This must be admitted now that I have at last proved that "something" to exist without a word to refute the proofs.


There has been no answer from my letter to Junior Atheist, no answer, that is. which is argument. He has simply asked another question.






The Questions


In essence he asks two things:



	1.
	
Can it be proved that Christ founded the Christian religions?


	2.
	
Can it be proved that Christ was God?








The Answers


The first question can only be answered—yes. No-one has yet attempted seriously to prove otherwise. There have been disputes concerning the content of the Christian Faith, but that is another question and one which can only be answered after it is proved that there is a God. Clearly the Christian religion started with Christ and His apostles.


The second question is not so simply answered. But Christ again and again, both in public and in private, asserted that He was God—Mark XIV 61-64: Matthew XXVI 63-66; Luke X 22; John X 30-33.






The First Answer



Now either He was God or He was not. If He was not God, then either Christ knew it and was a liar or did. not know it, did not realise it, and was therefore Insane.



There is no evidence from His life that He was a liar. There is no evidence that he was insane. The New Testament which records His life is one of the most thoroughly tested of all historical documents and neither that document nor any other contemporary writings support such a suggestion.






The Second Answer


Any reader of C. S. Lewis's book "Miracles" knows the importance of miracles to the proof of the Christian tradition. To disprove those miracles the New Testament must be proved unhistorical. Even Harnack admits its veracity and historicity.


How can those miracles, as far above man's natural powers in 1949 as then, be explained except by saying that Christ was the supernatural being able to suspend those laws of nature which govern human and material activity? Most evidentiary of His Divinity in spite of Dr. Barnes is His resurrection. [?]


1. Christ did die. The disciples, Jews and Romans were certain that He did. It was physically impossible for Him to live after being scourged and crucified. Had He not died but crawled from the tomb, would the impression on His disciples have been so great?


2. Christ then rose from the dead as a fact., He appeared suddenly and perfectly restored. So great was the impression on St. Paul, for example, that he mentions this miracle alone 21 times in his epistles. The evidence for this most profound miracle of them all is strong enough to convict any man if evidence of such a strength was used in a court of law.






The Great Objection


Could it not be that Christ was merely a superman?


Any unprejudiced person would. on the face of the facts of His life, be willing to concede that such a fact is improbable.


None of his sayings are substantially inconsistent with His being God. Nor any of His teachings, nor the sayings of His disciples. He explicitly said He was God and He nowhere explicitly said that He was not.



Point one—there is no inconsistency.


In fact His disciples who knew Him believed Him to be God, 700,000,000 Christians also believe it and numerous great philosophers advance reasons for it being so. There is no atheist philosopher whose genius can be compared with that of Aquinas and other philosophers who believe this fundamental doctrine include Neibuhr, Maritain, Augustine et alia.



Point two—it is believed by intelligent people.


It is also clear that Christ did not think so.


"I and My Father are one. (John 10.)


"As the Father has sent Me, I also send you." (John 20.)


But most important of His sayings making this belief of His clear is the answer to Caiphas. Having been put on His oath to testify, truly His reply was most convincing:


"I adjure Thee by the living God, that Thou tell us If Thou be the Christ, the Son of God ..." said Caiphas.


And Christ replied, "I am. And you shall see the Son of man sitting at the right hand of the Power of God and coming in the clouds of Heaven."


If this is a lie, then it is a monstrous He and there can be nothing to prove or suggest that it is one.



Point three—Christ made it clear, that He was.


Perhaps most astonishing of the proofs is the accuracy of the prophecies which foretold His coming.


Plutarch, Virgil and Cicero all refer to the expectation of His coming as an expectation common among nations. But the prophets are precise.


The 2lst Psalm and 53rd Chapter of Isaiah was written hundreds of years before Christ described His last days exactly.


In Genesis (MIX 10) we are told that He will appear when the Jews no longer enjoy self-government. Christ appeared when they were ruled by the Romans.


Daniel (IX 25) predicted the exact number of years between the edict to build Jerusalem and the coming of Christ.


The only possible solution to the problem of their accuracy and consistency is a Supreme Author who knew the future.



Point Four: The prophecies are consistent and accurate in their nature and certain that He is to be God.


There are other points which suggest that the Christiain Faith is sustained by God and not a fiction: the number of past and present mar-tyrs. the present vitality of the Church, the survival of an organisation through 2,000 years of persecution and the growing list of persons in all classes of society outstanding for their concern for the good of man.






If You Can't Argue—Shout!


This defence against reason, the defence of unproved abuse and insinuation is over-common in Salient. The argument was not concerned with the persecution by Christianity or to be more precise the alleged persecutions by Christians. In the last issue of Salient I quoted a statement concerning the problem of the Church and Fascism. 
I repeat that Communism, Fascism and Nazism were all condemned by the Church in that order of time. There is not need to repeat it. The acceptance of the Fascists |by| the Church is no; a fact and nothing Junior Atheist has said in any way proves me wrong.


I have previously queried his complaints about taboos. His answer is to pity my intelligence and a refusal to discuss the point. If there are any taboos they should be called rules, and rules exist in order to help man, not to prevent man from helping his fellow men. Since neither the taboos nor their effects have been set out by my over-assertive opponent how can I dispute them?


To commence an argument by admitting a proof and then to dismiss the proof as casuistry is the height of illogical stupidity and impertinence. But who knows? Some day even a Senior Atheist may reach the dizzy heights of casuistry; certainly it will be a long time before Junior Atheist arrives at the ABC of logic—the principles of causality.






The Proof of the Pudding


Junior Atheist has not bothered to argue this case rationally. He has questioned things that his finite mind cannot grasp. He has indulged in a great deal of evasion and wasteful, irrelevant criticism and some criticism which could be relevant if he had proved it. This he has consistently refused to bother to do.



In my opinion such a controversialist shouldk eep his thoughts to himself Instead of insulting Salient's readers. I do not suggest that he be compelled to keep them to himself, but if he asks for trouble he should be prepared to make an hon-est attempt to defend his ideas.


Therefore I challenge him to advance proofs for the theory of atheism. A refusal to fight the issue on rational grounds is an indictment of any Junior Atheist, Junior Theist or Junior Pieintheskyist.


—
Veritas.
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Any reader of C. S. Lewis's book "Miracles" knows the importance of miracles to the proof of the Christian tradition. To disprove those miracles the New Testament must be proved unhistorical. Even Harnack admits its veracity and historicity.


How can those miracles, as far above man's natural powers in 1949 as then, be explained except by saying that Christ was the supernatural being able to suspend those laws of nature which govern human and material activity? Most evidentiary of His Divinity in spite of Dr. Barnes is His resurrection. [?]


1. Christ did die. The disciples, Jews and Romans were certain that He did. It was physically impossible for Him to live after being scourged and crucified. Had He not died but crawled from the tomb, would the impression on His disciples have been so great?
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Veritas, where is Thy Verity?




At last, my dear Veritas, here is my answer to your gospels printed in former issues of this paper. As far as I am concerned, you have succeeded in hanging yourself, but as others may not realise the many inconsistencies and terminological inexactitudes in your virulent and penny-a-line articles, I set them down below.


Here, then, is my proof of the necessity for Atheism. Firstly, if a Deity were to appear to us we should believe in Him once He had convinced us of His powers and goodness. But unfortunately the God of theologians is incapable of local visibility. We cannot, then, believe in God purely on the evidence of our senses.






Where Did We Come From?


Secondly, the universe now exists. There are two possibilities apparent from this fact—either it has existed from all eternity or was created. To prove that the world was created you must prove the existence of the creator. (The usual way to do this is to assume the world was created,
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therefore there is—why not was?—a creator, therefore the world was created—a beautiful proof when made nearly incomprehensible by theologians.) This, I maintain, has not been done—it has only been shown that a God might possibly exist. In this case it is surely more reasonable to suppose that the universe has existed from eternity.


Man knows that he now is and previously was not. Therefore there must have been a cause for his having been brought into existence. However, our idea of causation is derivable only from the constant conjunction of objects and their consequent interference; also, reasoning experimentally, we can only postulate causes that are exactly adequate to produce the visualised effects. We admit that there is a generative power and that this is effected by certain instruments but it is impossible to show that this generative power is inherent in those instruments; similarly, the contrary hypothesis is incapable of demonstration. We therefore admit that this generative power is incomprehensible at the moment but believe that, in all probability, it will be explained in the future by science. We do not say. as our antagonists, that this effect is produced by an eternal, omniscient, omnipotent Being as this leaves the cause in the same obscurity and. in addition, renders it more incomprehensible.










[image: When In Town Visit Whitcombe & Tombs Sports Department And Inspect Their Range Of Sporting Goods. Full stocks of Golf Clubs, Tennis Racquets, Hockey Sticks, and Table Tennis equipment are available At- Whitcombe & Tombs Ltd. (Sports Department) Lambton Quay, Wellington]




[image: Wellington Bread Co. Tonk'S Bread Phone 52-693 Daily Deliyery Ix The City Sliced Bread Specialists For Picnics And Parties]










Irrational God


Finally, all testimony must be rational for us. to accept it; and the testimony that the Deity convinces the senses of men of His excellence can only be admitted by us if our mind considers it less probable that these men should have been deceived than that the Deity should have appeared to them. I maintain, and justifiably I think, that we can never admit the testimony of men who declare that the Deity was irrational; for He commanded that He should be believed, He proposed the highest rewards far faith, eternal punishment for disbelief. How can we command belief, a totally involuntary action? This alone shows that God is irrational if we are to believe those who believe in Him. I suggest very strongly that on such evidence we should not.


From the foregoing argument it is evident that only those who are convinced by the senses can believe, in God—those who rely on reason cannot do so and remain intellectually honest.


Most of Veritas's main arguments were dealt with most ably by F.U. in the last issue. But let me answer the contention he puts forward that Christ was God. None of Christ's sayings, he says in proof, were inconsistent. But, on reading the Bible, I would say that there was not the shadow of a doubt as to the inconsistency of the reported sayings of Jesus. For we are told that He asserted that He was God (Mark XIV 61-64; Matthew XXVI 63-66; Luke X 22; John X 30-33—with acknowledgments to Veritas). And yet we see (John V 43; VI 38) that Jesus also said "I am come in my Father's name"; "For I came down from Heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of Him who sent me." He makes similar statements in John XIV 28; XII 49; V 30; XVII 1; to quote instances from only one of the gospels. (Veritas very kindly gives an excellent selection of quotations bearing me out.) At one moment He is God—the next He is the Son of God. How, then, is this inconsistency reconciled? By the be-nighted postulation of the Trinity! This explains all yet remains itself inexplicable—as also does the hypothesis of God.


Minor points in your last screed are answered by "Junior Atheist's Anti God Father". I hope they will teach you to take more care when., writing such articles in future.



Swen.
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Wot, Again?




Veritas seems stilt to be in ordin-ately proud of having been able to prove that something exists. Good luck to him. It is unfortunate that this is perhaps the only thing in his final article of which he can be proud: a string of biased, unsound pronouncements uttered with the rhetorical sincerity of a dogmatist.


Mere assertion, however sincere, is no proof. This applies both to Christ's assertions that he was God, and to Veritas's naive assertions that this self-identification with the Hebraic Jehovah is ipso facto true. There is no reason at all to connect the great universal philosophy preached and practised by Christ with any of the conventional features of Jehovannic theology. The one amounts to a general denial of the other.


And the Resurrection? Very touching. Very heroic. Very divine. And in spite of accounts of it being found in "one of the most thoroughly tested of all historical documents," I would venture to assert (humbly) that the four accounts of it are different—it is not my purpose to imitate some of my predecessors in this controversy in abusing the space at my disposal, so if Veritas wishes to find the differences, let, him read the New Testament, which is, after all, one of the most thoroughly tested of all historical documents. . . .


And when second-hand, hearsay evidence from a biassed witness is accepted in a court of law, I will accept Veritas's arguments.







Intelligent People?


"In fact, the disciples who knew him believed him to be God, 700,-000,00 Christians also believe it . . ." And the inhabitants of the Roman empire believed that the Caesars were gods, or, if you prefer a modern example, many young Germans thought of Hitler as a god, and, as Veritas would no doubt like to believe, many Russians think of Stalin as a god. . . . And Christ had a great advantage over all these men—he was not a god as a matter of official policy, he bad a more potent means of focussing men's minds upon him. He was persecuted, he was scourged, he was crucified. . . .







Christ and Clarity


Christ at times said he was God: at other times he said that he was the Son of God. The clarity of these statements can be seen from the arguments about the tripartite nature of God which have arisen subsequent to them. There would 
[
unclear: surely] have been no need for so much sterile discussion if Christ had made his own position fully clear.







Prophecy, Prophecy, all is Prophecy . . .


It is a simple matter to find any amount of "true prophecy" after an event has happened. All that is required is a suitable amount of diligent research. The Biblical quotations which Veritas gives are quite relevant in this argument: however, any references taken from Plutarch, Vergil and Cicero cannot but be suspect. The so-called Messianic Eclogue of Vergil is most probably written in praise of the then unborn child of Augustus and Livia, and in any case, the presence of the Messianic idea in Latin and Greek authors is merely indicative of the gradual spread of Eastern cultural ideas into the West, not that the "expectation of His coming" was "an expectation common among all nations."







Shouting from the Barricades


It should be noted that the Church condemned Communism, Fascism and Nazism not only in order of time, but also in the order that they became either actual or potential menaces to the spiritual and temopral power of the Church: the Church has not yet seriously condemned the opportunist dictator Franco, who had the prudence not to make any move to diminish the various powers of the Church to any appreciable extent.


Veritas complains of the "the defence against reason, the defence of unprovoked abuse and insinuation so common in 'Salient'." As the writer of some of this alleged vulgarity, I am touched to the quick by his criticisms. In fact, all I can say in my defence (shamefacedly, in sackcloth and ashes, tearing the hem of my garment), is that it was the lack of any vestiges of fundamental reason and logic in his article prompted my verbal excesses.







Proofs and Puddings


I have a finite mind. I am aware of this fact. Even proud of it: for indeed the idea of an infinite mind in a finite body is more than ridiculous, it is repulsive. And to. this poor finite thing, Veritas, none of your arguments rings true. The existence of a God is something beyond the proofs of causality, something above all the noble assertions of Jesus; it is a matter of faith, of belief. A man does not come to faith by logic, or to belief by causality: men are born with the seeds of faith in them, and whether these seeds germinate at once, or in the maturity of their years matters little. The seeds must have been there from the beginning.


Any person who has made a study, however brief, of comparative religion must realise that there is little to pick and choose from the basic teachings of all religions. All would have man lead a better life, improve his habits of living and thinking. And this universality of purpose, if nothing else, would be for some a sufficient proof of the existence of an all-pervading spirit of some kind, but not a spirit concerned with the petty dialectal and dogmatic disputes of any one of those religions, not even of that great and influential body to whom friend Veritas gives his allegiance.



Flattened Fifth.
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Top(ograph)ical Question





Art the alpine phenomena




of Whangamomona,




higher,




than those of Manaia?











Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 12, No. 10. September 20th, 1949

Irrelevant Witticisms Department — Comparison





Irrelevant Witticisms Department



Comparison


"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God."—Matthew, v. 9.


". . The American 'cold war must be backed up by the presence of a large force in Europe under American command. . ."


—"Zealandia," 28/4/49.
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"
Extravaganza 1950"



£25 is offered by the Executive to the Author of the 1950 Extravaganza; the completed script of which most be handed into the Secretary of this Association not later than 
March 8th, 1950.



If more than one script should be selected by the Selection Committee the money will be divided.




W. T. Hume, Hon. Secretary.
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Ho! No!



AUC on Top VUC Below


AUC 54 pts.—VUC 12 pts.




Our Sports Editor, Daphney Davey, has had to resign and we feel that this is a suitable place to pay tribute to the best Sports Editor "Salient" has had for many years. In her short term of office the Sports Page has progressed beyond measure and, what is a real achievement, has helped to raise the standard of sport at VUC. Such is the standard we have to emulate, a task that we feel may well be beyond our powers.


As you all know by now, we again achieved the distinction of winning the wooden spoon by amassing a total of twelve points—the other colleges achieving the following:—


	AUC 54 points.

	OU 33 points.

	CUC 17 points.




The only events in which we rose above our rivals were in sports that do not require athletic prowess—with the possible exception of Table Tennis. Why this should be we fail to see. To say that the average physique of students at VUC falls below that of students at other colleges is arrant nonsense. To say that facilities here are worse is possibly true in a few cases, but any club with the right spirit should overcome such a minor difficulty as has been done in the past. The only valid reason that affairs should be as they are is that someone is not doing his (or her) job properly. Possibly this is due to a complex produced by our recent record at Tournament, but if this is so, it is time you snapped out of it and decided to win for once. The only way to do that is through hard work, so we suggest you forget you ever worked on the wharf and get down to it.


J. N. J.






Victoria's hopes for this year's Tournament were placed in large containers ("kegs"?) inscribed "
Soccer", "Hockey", "Men's Basketball" and "
Harriers", but unfortunately, as is the way with contents of such vessels, events on the day saw these sadly depleted (contents?).


Some credit, however, was earned by the reasonable placings obtained in "Fencing", "Shooting", "Skiing" and 'Table Tennis", but the effects of these indoor "athletics" was not enough to displace VUC from her traditional position at the bottom in the contest for Tournament Shield.






Dramatic News


Our congratulations to Pat Evison for the vast amount of work she put into producing "The Happy Journey from Trenton to Camden Town" by Thornton Wilder.


The valiant cast who suffered at Pat's hands were Maureen Ross-Smith. Margaret Loftus, Betty McDonald, Bill Treadwell, Polly Coleman and Toby Hall—all must have put up a good show to win by a margin of nine points.


Special credit goes to Maureen Ross-Smith for her portrayal of "Ma"—and to the Drama Club as a whole for a very sensible selection requiring the minimum of stage equipment—they kept a somewhat uneasy audience very interested indeed.






Small-Bore Shooting


Interest in this competition was maintained to the end, as at the completion of the first round VUC were only one point behind OU with CUC and MAC running close—OU, however, finally emerged winner by the comfortable margin of nine points.






	OU

	777.41





	VUC

	768.88





Highest individual score went to B. J. Perry (VUC) with 99.6 and 99.8. He was awarded a Blue.


Those well-known artists of powder and shot, "That Man Henderson" and his hunting cub, A. T. S. Howarth, were not at their best, but each exceeded the Blues standard.






Table Tennis


AUC won.


Hollingham earned the VUC VC for his stout effort in winning the Men's Singles.






Men's Sack Race


(Delegate's sober open event) T. Howarth (VUC) returned fastest time.






Fencing


Men: AUC. 1st; VUC. 2nd.


Women: OU, 1st; AUC, 2nd.


Again Peter Hampton fenced well and received a NZU Blue. He and Eric Flaws were selected for NZU v. Auckland. Julie Burreli gained third place in the women's fencing.






Drinking Horn


W. T. "Gulp" Treadwell, VUC stalwart, received a blue for drinking.






Women's Hockey


This year a higher all-round standard prevailed, hence VUC, beaten by AU Cand OU, gained third place only.


VUC 2, MAC 1; OU 6, VUC 1; AUC (a) 3, VUC 0; VUC 3, CUC 2; VUC 3, AUC (b) 1.


Margot Spiers gained a place in the NZU team v. Auckland.






Men's Basketball


Tragedy unutterable—in this, the one winter when VUC has been used to winning—1949 saw the ball boys delegated to third place.


VUC 30, AUC 21; VUC 38, MAC 12.


A good start, you think. But—CUC 40. VUC 27; OU 28, VUC 19; spelt the end of Victoria's hopes. Sinlue Moral played well to be chosen to captain the NZU team v. Auckland—this gamew on by NZU was, as Salient last issued failed to predict, the "Find" of the Tournament—a grand game enjoyed by all. Pat Anderson and Ken Turnbull played in NZU "B" Team.






Men's Hockey


VUC secured fourth place in this event due, we are told, to the outstanding team fielded by AUC. Whatever the reason our lads succeeded in netting 8 goals and failed to stop 16 against.


Laurenson and Buxton, who played well throughout theg ames were selected for the NZU team.






Soccer


VUC third placed to AUC and OU. This was due to the usually effective VUC combination having got gummed up somewhat. VUC scored 10 goals and saw 12 goals slip by.


Ted Meuli (left wing) gained NZU selection, with Jack Walls and Ken Johnstone reserves.






Down Among The Tryers





"A paragraph devoted week by week to VUC's lower grade teams."




Weekly during the winter the Men's "D" Grade Basketball team was to be seen down at the YMCA doing its damndest against all comers in this the lowest of the Wellington Basketball Association's grades.


This team was an example to many of its higher counterparts in the keenness of its members—on only one occasion did the team field a man short—and the finish of the season found VUC fourth in the top half of a grade numbering sixteen teams.


Regular members owed much to the captaincy and play of Johnny Corkill (who played himself into Tournament team), Les Corkill and George Ng whose shooting accuracy was invaluable. Bill McLeod was a solid guard while Jim Milburn and John Sheehan were two forwards who tried hard all season to get goals. F. O'Lyrne and John Wright also put in a good season.


This was one of VUC's teams which it was fun to be in and which battled bravely for the green and gold in the dim fastness of the YMCA.


We welcome contributions to this section from all captains of lower grade teams (men's or women's) in all sports.







Blues



Fencing: 
P. Hampton.



Shooting: 
J. Perky.



Drinking: 
W. Treadwell.



Basketball: 
S. Moral.
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Our Sports Editor, Daphney Davey, has had to resign and we feel that this is a suitable place to pay tribute to the best Sports Editor "Salient" has had for many years. In her short term of office the Sports Page has progressed beyond measure and, what is a real achievement, has helped to raise the standard of sport at VUC. Such is the standard we have to emulate, a task that we feel may well be beyond our powers.


As you all know by now, we again achieved the distinction of winning the wooden spoon by amassing a total of twelve points—the other colleges achieving the following:—


	AUC 54 points.

	OU 33 points.

	CUC 17 points.




The only events in which we rose above our rivals were in sports that do not require athletic prowess—with the possible exception of Table Tennis. Why this should be we fail to see. To say that the average physique of students at VUC falls below that of students at other colleges is arrant nonsense. To say that facilities here are worse is possibly true in a few cases, but any club with the right spirit should overcome such a minor difficulty as has been done in the past. The only valid reason that affairs should be as they are is that someone is not doing his (or her) job properly. Possibly this is due to a complex produced by our recent record at Tournament, but if this is so, it is time you snapped out of it and decided to win for once. The only way to do that is through hard work, so we suggest you forget you ever worked on the wharf and get down to it.


J. N. J.
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[Introduction]




Victoria's hopes for this year's Tournament were placed in large containers ("kegs"?) inscribed "
Soccer", "Hockey", "Men's Basketball" and "
Harriers", but unfortunately, as is the way with contents of such vessels, events on the day saw these sadly depleted (contents?).


Some credit, however, was earned by the reasonable placings obtained in "Fencing", "Shooting", "Skiing" and 'Table Tennis", but the effects of these indoor "athletics" was not enough to displace VUC from her traditional position at the bottom in the contest for Tournament Shield.
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Dramatic News




Dramatic News


Our congratulations to Pat Evison for the vast amount of work she put into producing "The Happy Journey from Trenton to Camden Town" by Thornton Wilder.


The valiant cast who suffered at Pat's hands were Maureen Ross-Smith. Margaret Loftus, Betty McDonald, Bill Treadwell, Polly Coleman and Toby Hall—all must have put up a good show to win by a margin of nine points.


Special credit goes to Maureen Ross-Smith for her portrayal of "Ma"—and to the Drama Club as a whole for a very sensible selection requiring the minimum of stage equipment—they kept a somewhat uneasy audience very interested indeed.
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Small-Bore Shooting




Small-Bore Shooting


Interest in this competition was maintained to the end, as at the completion of the first round VUC were only one point behind OU with CUC and MAC running close—OU, however, finally emerged winner by the comfortable margin of nine points.






	OU

	777.41





	VUC

	768.88





Highest individual score went to B. J. Perry (VUC) with 99.6 and 99.8. He was awarded a Blue.


Those well-known artists of powder and shot, "That Man Henderson" and his hunting cub, A. T. S. Howarth, were not at their best, but each exceeded the Blues standard.
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Table Tennis




Table Tennis


AUC won.


Hollingham earned the VUC VC for his stout effort in winning the Men's Singles.
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Men's Sack Race




Men's Sack Race


(Delegate's sober open event) T. Howarth (VUC) returned fastest time.
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Fencing




Fencing


Men: AUC. 1st; VUC. 2nd.


Women: OU, 1st; AUC, 2nd.


Again Peter Hampton fenced well and received a NZU Blue. He and Eric Flaws were selected for NZU v. Auckland. Julie Burreli gained third place in the women's fencing.
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Drinking Horn




Drinking Horn


W. T. "Gulp" Treadwell, VUC stalwart, received a blue for drinking.
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Women's Hockey




Women's Hockey


This year a higher all-round standard prevailed, hence VUC, beaten by AU Cand OU, gained third place only.


VUC 2, MAC 1; OU 6, VUC 1; AUC (a) 3, VUC 0; VUC 3, CUC 2; VUC 3, AUC (b) 1.


Margot Spiers gained a place in the NZU team v. Auckland.
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Men's Basketball




Men's Basketball


Tragedy unutterable—in this, the one winter when VUC has been used to winning—1949 saw the ball boys delegated to third place.


VUC 30, AUC 21; VUC 38, MAC 12.


A good start, you think. But—CUC 40. VUC 27; OU 28, VUC 19; spelt the end of Victoria's hopes. Sinlue Moral played well to be chosen to captain the NZU team v. Auckland—this gamew on by NZU was, as Salient last issued failed to predict, the "Find" of the Tournament—a grand game enjoyed by all. Pat Anderson and Ken Turnbull played in NZU "B" Team.
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Men's Hockey




Men's Hockey


VUC secured fourth place in this event due, we are told, to the outstanding team fielded by AUC. Whatever the reason our lads succeeded in netting 8 goals and failed to stop 16 against.


Laurenson and Buxton, who played well throughout theg ames were selected for the NZU team.
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Soccer




Soccer


VUC third placed to AUC and OU. This was due to the usually effective VUC combination having got gummed up somewhat. VUC scored 10 goals and saw 12 goals slip by.


Ted Meuli (left wing) gained NZU selection, with Jack Walls and Ken Johnstone reserves.
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Down Among The Tryers




Down Among The Tryers





"A paragraph devoted week by week to VUC's lower grade teams."




Weekly during the winter the Men's "D" Grade Basketball team was to be seen down at the YMCA doing its damndest against all comers in this the lowest of the Wellington Basketball Association's grades.


This team was an example to many of its higher counterparts in the keenness of its members—on only one occasion did the team field a man short—and the finish of the season found VUC fourth in the top half of a grade numbering sixteen teams.


Regular members owed much to the captaincy and play of Johnny Corkill (who played himself into Tournament team), Les Corkill and George Ng whose shooting accuracy was invaluable. Bill McLeod was a solid guard while Jim Milburn and John Sheehan were two forwards who tried hard all season to get goals. F. O'Lyrne and John Wright also put in a good season.


This was one of VUC's teams which it was fun to be in and which battled bravely for the green and gold in the dim fastness of the YMCA.


We welcome contributions to this section from all captains of lower grade teams (men's or women's) in all sports.
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Blues





Blues



Fencing: 
P. Hampton.



Shooting: 
J. Perky.



Drinking: 
W. Treadwell.



Basketball: 
S. Moral.
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Film Review — The Fan




Film Review




The Fan





This Hollywood-styled




'Wilde'




has Jeanne Crain,




again,




and a surfeit of




Amphitheatrof;




a lot of Sanders and Green




can be seen.




There are lots of caresses




and dresses,




but the plot




is not,




and it lacks




the cracks.




It must have riled




Wilde.




because it bores




yours






sincerely,


Critic.











Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 12, No. 10. September 20th, 1949

Answers To "Guess Who?"




Answers To "Guess Who?"




	1.
	Pope Leo XIII. "Quod Apostolici Muneris", 1901.


	2.
	Winston Churchill (a) at the Aldwych Club. 11/1/19; (b) at Mansion House, 12/2/1919; (c) at the Aldwych Club, 10/4/19.


	3.
	Adolph Hitler (a) at the Nuremberg Parteitag. Sept. 1936; (b) ditto, 1937.


	4.
	Clement Attlee. at Manchester, 3/7/49.


	5.
	Harry S. Truman, before Congress, 25/7/49.


	6.
	Robert Semple. at Christchurch. 25/7/49.











Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 12, No. 10. September 20th, 1949

[section]






[image: P.O. Box 857 * Telephone 40-907 South'S Book Depot 8 Willis Street, Wellington All Kinds Of Books and particularly University Text Books are obtainable at South's, where, along with set books are' many recommended books of the kind you require, also a selection of reading surrounding each of your subjects. Use Our Mail Order Service Souths For Books]



Published by the Victoria University Students' Association and Printed by Universal Printing Products Ltd., 22 Blair Street, Wellington.






cover.gif
! Briscoe Mills
e ey

SALIENT DISPUTE

FLET FACTS NE SUBMITTED T0 A CANDID WORLD"

s, S ERALThy L D TR ALY BT
o ;“:‘m AR M e S S






etexts/Salient12101949/Salient12101949_008a(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient12101949/Salient12101949_012a(h280).jpg
ro. 50X 357 TELERRONE d007

SOUTI’S BOOK DEPOT

8 WILLIS STREET, WELLINGTON

Al kinds of books and partioularly
University Text Books

are cbtalnable at Souid'e, where, along with
sat bocks . many. recommendad books of
the Kind you requice, ko & selection of
reading surounding each of yobr sbjects

Use Our Mall Onder Service

SCUTH'S for BOOKS






tm/scholarly/tei-NZETC-About-copyright.html





Victoria University of Wellington Library





Copyright and Conditions of Use



				
Copyright and Conditions of Use


				

					
In Copyright


					
Where a text is in copyright, all text and images are copyright to the original authors and/or publisher. In copyright texts and images are made available for non-commercial use only. All forms of electronic or print re-sale or re-distribution are forbidden without written permission, please contact us.


					
Currently, a text is shown as in copyright when there is no Creative Commons License visible in the sidebar, and a link to this page is presented.


				

				

					
Creative Commons Share-Alike license


					
Where the original text is out of copyright it is our policy to provide the digitised version under a 
New Zealand Creative Commons Attribution Share-Alike License (CC BY-SA).


					
The Creative Commons Attribution Share-alike license allows anyone to re-use material in our texts under the following conditions:


					

		attribution to the source of the material is included by marking the material with the collection name ("The New Zealand Electronic Text Collection") and the link to the material as found on our website;


		the re-use of the material is licensed under the same license, allowing others to further re-use the material. This means that the re-use of the material must be marked with the same Creative Commons license.




					
Use of the Creative Commons Attribution Share-alike license allows us to make material freely available to the community for re-use, and also ensures that:


					

		any errors in the material can be traced back to the Victoria University of Wellington Library as the originator of the digital reproduction;


		such material continues to be freely available to the community after subsequent re-use.




				

				

					
Examples of Reuse under Creative Commons Share-Alike license


					
We encourage the re-use of Creative Commons Share-Alike licensed NZETC material. Examples of re-use include:


					

		Multiple entries in the 
Mix and Mash competitions run by DigitalNZ


		Blog posts, such as this one about the 
Cyclopedia of New Zealand by IwiKiwi


		Books and other publications


		Museum displays




				

				

					
Other Creative Commons Licenses


					
More restrictive Creative Commons licenses may be used in the cases of copyright texts where the copyright holder is amenable to using a Creative Commons license. You will need to refer to the license text (available by clicking on the CC license logo) for the specific restrictions and re-use allowed.


				

				

					
Statement of Liability


					
While we have sought to ensure there are no intellectual property rights in the material that would prevent copying and other re-use, please note that material on this website marked with a Creative Commons license is released on an as-is basis and with no representations or warranties of any kind, to the greatest extent permissible by law. Subject to any liability which may not be excluded or limited by law, the Victoria University Library shall not be liable on any legal basis (including without limitation negligence) and hereby expressly excludes all liability for loss or damage howsoever and whenever caused to you.


				

			




etexts/Salient12101949/Salient12101949_009b(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient12101949/Salient12101949_009a(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient12101949/Salient12101949_001b(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient12101949/Salient12101949_001a(h280).jpg
144 Featherston St. | 228 Crgane gf Sadind Sfacnirr il beek | -
Welli Cnr. Victoria and
ngton VOL. 12, No. |0 WELLINGTON, SEPTEMBER 20th 1949 BY SUBSCRIPTION ! Hunter Streets

= = = CHe ;
| T Leaters 1n the Frela

i Th M | of Athletic and Sports
'\ Ihe agnet T

i |
[ For Men's Wear ! Briscoe

| it






etexts/Salient12101949/Salient12101949_006b(h280).jpg
A snfov of HISTORY”

bﬁd'ed D0 e
ORDER YOUR COPY NOW FROM

A0t





etexts/Salient12101949/Salient12101949_006a(h280).jpg
STUDENTS' FOLIOS
with

SLIDE FASTENERS
from

25/-

LANDS for BAGS






etexts/Salient12101949/Salient12101949_010a(h280).jpg
WHEN IN TOWN
visit
WHITCOMBE & TOMBS
SPORTS DEPARTMENT
And inspeet thelr range of Sporting Goods.
Full stocks of Golf Clubs, Tennis Racquets, Hockey Sticks,
‘and Table Tennis equipment are avallable

[ Whncomhe & Tombs Ltd.

(Sporta Degartzment)

LAMBTON QUAY, WELLIKGTON






etexts/Salient12101949/Salient12101949_010b(h280).jpg
WELLINGTON BREAD (0.
Phone 52-693

PAILY DELIVERY i
IN THE <CITY |

SLICED BREAD EPECIALISTS
FOR PICNICS AND PARTIES






etexts/Salient12101949/Salient12101949_007a(h280).jpg
GAS THE MODERN FUEL

YOU EAT,

YOU NEED WARMTH
HOT SHOWERS
OBTAIN:
GAS COOKING
HEATING
Hot Water Appliances

from
WELLINGTON GAS Co.
For all Gas Equipment

T





etexts/Salient12101949/Salient12101949_007c(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient12101949/Salient12101949_007b(h280).jpg
R
Sports Goods

You'll find them at

THE SPORTS DEPOT

[Witcombe & Caldwell Ltd.]
Tel. No. 42.662 i
45 WILLIS STREET, |
'WELLINGTON i
“For AW Good Sporés ;
Goods” !






etexts/Salient12101949/Salient12101949_011b(h280).jpg
FOR—
WATCHES

JEWELLERY
SOUVENIRS
and
REPAIRS

SHERWOOD

and Soms

103 WILLIS STREET
(Next Duke of Edinburgh Hotel)






etexts/Salient12101949/Salient12101949_011a(h280).jpg
SALIENT FACTS |
ABOUT: TECHNICAL BOOKS
| e B

sou ot wvie on Tl Boske et
2 o ViR T A T
e Sout o

When sou wan Tecict Bocka I 4y e
e o e arl 7 Gy e
Sy b o,

© Our hand-pcked (bt ot tham arked) atock s wel worh inspecing. |

‘echnical Books Ltd.

T
u Sgenfeal, Hooks Kot |
3 e st P B 8 T e
-

Take 46,7 ar 11 trm o Vivian Stret.
Wee next to Relax Bulding-






etexts/Salient12101949/Salient12101949_004a(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient12101949/Salient12101949_005a(h280).jpg





