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Interview . . . — Israeli Looks at Promised Land




Interview . . .




Israeli Looks at Promised Land





The wandering Jew. He has been one of the world's great problems for two thousand years. But at last he has a home, and in the promised land of his forefathers. 
Isaiah's age-old prophecy—"And the desert shall blossom as the rose"—is, albeit slowly, being fulfilled.


Two Salient reporters met one of the returned wanderers out on a minor wander, on board the "Akaroa" before she sailed last Friday. He was Mr. Ehud Lederberger, citizen of Israel, who has been visiting Australia and New Zealand, and is about to return to the land of his adoption and the land of his fathers.



Mr. Lederberger is a member of one of Israel's 
communal settlements, most of which are agricultural, but some of which combine agriculture with industry. The communities are democratic in the extreme, and have to be nearly as possible self-supporting, although in the aggregate the new republic has commenced a flourishing trade abroad. This has often had to entail sacrifices among the people, and conditions of living are still hard. Nevertheless the fact that food prices are going down indicates 
a rising standard of living.


A suggestion that the communal enterprises were run on the principles of Communism was hastily denied. 
The Jews, he said, were an innately socialistic people, and they were held together in the common ownership, control, joy and suffering of the new Israeli community life, by the strong bond of their national spirit. Nationalism pervaded every aspect of living.






A Nation of Sages


The Israeli 
Trade Union movement fulfilled a very different function from that of its brothers overseas. Besides defending the interests of the organised workers, it 
ran many co-operative factories, and also helped raise the educational and cultural standards of its members.


Despite difficulties due to the country's economic position, education was now free and compulsory to the age of 17. This, and other civil rights of the Israeli, were shared by the Arab minority within the State. 
The Jews, said Mr. Lederberger, had suffered too much from persecution ever to persecute others.


He also mentioned that there was a Hebrew University in Jerusalem with which Salient might profitably arrange an exchange. He had himself been pleased to meet other students in Australia and New Zealand, having addressed the University Labour Club in Melbourne.






Ernie's Paws



In the comity of nations, Israel had received the most intense hostility from Ernie Bevin. Despite the wholehearted fight of the Palestine and all other Jews on the side of the Democracies against the aggressive fascism of Hitler and his partners, and despite the untold barbarity committed on Jews by the Nazi racial ideologists, the national aspirations of the Jewish people had been ignored and even fought by the British Foreign Office. However, now that the war had ceased between Jews and Arabs, an opening had been made towards a trade settlement between Israel and Britain.



The cause of world peace was one which Israel must espouse as the condition of her existence. Since her admission to the United Nations, she was in a better position to do that. She would always be thankful to the people and government of both the southern dominions for their friendship and support in gaining her recognition.



Great friendships had been built up between Jews and other nations in war, and they must endure in peace. It reminded your reporters of certain other war-time friendships that are conveniently forgotten.


Despite the pre-war mind of the Foreign Office, and especially of Mr. Bevin, Mr. Lederberger was confident that this friendship would remain.
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[Introduction]





The wandering Jew. He has been one of the world's great problems for two thousand years. But at last he has a home, and in the promised land of his forefathers. 
Isaiah's age-old prophecy—"And the desert shall blossom as the rose"—is, albeit slowly, being fulfilled.


Two Salient reporters met one of the returned wanderers out on a minor wander, on board the "Akaroa" before she sailed last Friday. He was Mr. Ehud Lederberger, citizen of Israel, who has been visiting Australia and New Zealand, and is about to return to the land of his adoption and the land of his fathers.



Mr. Lederberger is a member of one of Israel's 
communal settlements, most of which are agricultural, but some of which combine agriculture with industry. The communities are democratic in the extreme, and have to be nearly as possible self-supporting, although in the aggregate the new republic has commenced a flourishing trade abroad. This has often had to entail sacrifices among the people, and conditions of living are still hard. Nevertheless the fact that food prices are going down indicates 
a rising standard of living.


A suggestion that the communal enterprises were run on the principles of Communism was hastily denied. 
The Jews, he said, were an innately socialistic people, and they were held together in the common ownership, control, joy and suffering of the new Israeli community life, by the strong bond of their national spirit. Nationalism pervaded every aspect of living.
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A Nation of Sages




A Nation of Sages


The Israeli 
Trade Union movement fulfilled a very different function from that of its brothers overseas. Besides defending the interests of the organised workers, it 
ran many co-operative factories, and also helped raise the educational and cultural standards of its members.


Despite difficulties due to the country's economic position, education was now free and compulsory to the age of 17. This, and other civil rights of the Israeli, were shared by the Arab minority within the State. 
The Jews, said Mr. Lederberger, had suffered too much from persecution ever to persecute others.


He also mentioned that there was a Hebrew University in Jerusalem with which Salient might profitably arrange an exchange. He had himself been pleased to meet other students in Australia and New Zealand, having addressed the University Labour Club in Melbourne.
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Ernie's Paws




Ernie's Paws



In the comity of nations, Israel had received the most intense hostility from Ernie Bevin. Despite the wholehearted fight of the Palestine and all other Jews on the side of the Democracies against the aggressive fascism of Hitler and his partners, and despite the untold barbarity committed on Jews by the Nazi racial ideologists, the national aspirations of the Jewish people had been ignored and even fought by the British Foreign Office. However, now that the war had ceased between Jews and Arabs, an opening had been made towards a trade settlement between Israel and Britain.



The cause of world peace was one which Israel must espouse as the condition of her existence. Since her admission to the United Nations, she was in a better position to do that. She would always be thankful to the people and government of both the southern dominions for their friendship and support in gaining her recognition.



Great friendships had been built up between Jews and other nations in war, and they must endure in peace. It reminded your reporters of certain other war-time friendships that are conveniently forgotten.


Despite the pre-war mind of the Foreign Office, and especially of Mr. Bevin, Mr. Lederberger was confident that this friendship would remain.
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Student Congress





Student Congress



The annual get-
[
unclear: together] of NZ students will be held, as last year, at Curious Cove. The date has not yet been fixed, but will be printed as soon as it is known.



The quotas are AUC 30 students, OU 35, CUC 30 and VUC 45-50. The total you can count yourself.



It will cost—according to the latest estimate—about £6/10/- for 
You to go to Congress this year.



And when you do get there, what is there to do with yourself? The programme is roughly like this:



The general theme of the whole Congress is "Modern Trends". Every speaker will treat of recent trends in his own particular field. The guests and their subjects will be—


	

W. J. Scott on Literature;

	
Mr 
Firth or Mr. 
Farley on Drama;

	

Owen Jensen on Music, supported on another key by Professor 
Griffiths;

	
Mr. 
Mirams possibly talking on Film—if he is not available this will not be included in the programme;

	

E. C. Simpson on 
Art;

	
Religious interests represented by the Rev. 
Bates;

	
Dr. 
Munz on History;

	
Professor 
Marsh will be speaking on Social Work and Professors 
Gabriel and 
Miles on Science;

	
Philosophy will be discussed by Mr. 
Gray, while the speaker for Law has not yet been decided, with Messrs. 
Braybrooke and 
W. Leicester in the running;

	
Pacificism will be dealt with by Mr. 
C. E. Burton.





For the whole course the "Observer" technique is to be used . . . The emphasis is on a preponderance of speakers recently returned from overseas.
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The Papal Bull — Odd Opinions Round the College





The Papal Bull


Odd Opinions Round the College



Varsity students, if anyone, could be expected to have opinions on this subject. The Papal bull was given a fair amount of publicity in the Press; it is important enough, as a policy statement of a very large and influential group.


Here, then, for what they are worth are a few assorted comments, some for, some against, some neutral. None of them is to be taken as an indication of editorial or Salient opinion.





4th Year Arts


If the Bull is implemented—as it must be—it can have three results, all equally to be deplored.


It could be followed in theory, but disregarded in practice. Then if members of the church criticised Communism, they would know what they were talking about, and be intellectually honest at the expense of their souls.


Or it could be fully implemented: the whole church could refuse to read anything contrary to its views, and thus oppose what they had not ever studied—the purest irrationality.


And the third? That there would be them who can and them who can't—an elite safe from conviction by argument who could be trusted to read without endangering themselves plus the mass, told what to believe on the authority of the few—not a pleasant state to contemplate.


I can't see how it can be squared with the university ideal of intellectual honesty.






Members of Salient Staff


How is this going to affect the circulation of Salient? If Salient is as red as we have been told over the last few years, then our Catholic readers are going to miss out on the organ of student opinion.






3rd Year Arts


Assuming that the Papal claims are justified in the eyes of Catholics, no Catholic can belong to any organisation where any form of materialism is prominent. Excommunication is usually based on doctrinal grounds—and thus is justifiable within the system of the Church. The Church claims to comprehend all phases of human life; but excommunication is doctrinal rather than moral condemnation.






Science


A farce—rather ridiculous—far too political a move for a so-called religious body—the Pope claims to be infallible on religious doctrinal matters only.






3rd Year Arts


I will say nothing except in the presence of my lawyers . . . . in my opinion as a philosopher and a canon lawyer, it is perfectly justifiable.






Exec. Member


It doesn't make the slightest difference, they'll all go to Purgatory anyway.






Arts


If Communism is opposed to Catholicism it is impossible to subscribe to both ideologies. I do think it possible to believe in the desirability of a socialist state for reasons other than those prescribed by Communist apologists. Furthermore, one may ask to what extent politics and theology are coextensive. I think that 
[
unclear: Communism] could be condemned on moral grounds, but surely there are moral offences just as great committed by Fascists which did not incur excommunication. One is justified in concluding that in the light of the Vatican's past reticence the present decree has been made on political grounds.


We then asked him his opinion of the Papal Bull; he declined to answer.






1st Year Arts


It makes no difference to me . . . I disagree with the policy—the Church has no right to interfere in personal political views. It has the say in Church matters. The political views of Catholics should be left alone.






Honours, Law


It's crook . . . it's clear they're going down the drain when they have to assert such powers. It's an attempt to revive the power of the Church to interfere in political matters which is an anachronism, historically obsolete.






2nd Year Arts


For the Pope to take such a step shows, I think, that the old tight control the Church has so successfully exercised over its members since the Reformation, is beginning not only to break down, as it has been for the last 30 years, but also to be completely swept away. This would appear to be substantiated by the divided loyalties in the Church in Czechoslovakia especially, as well as in other Central European states, where the Church is obviously and actively antagonistic to the government. For good or bad the Church has lost its former unity of purpose. In other words, the faithful are beginning to doubt—and doubt is fatal to an institution based on the principle of infallibility.






2nd Year Science


1st Year Arts


Oh dear! . . . I haven't heard about it before . . . I don't think it's right. (Paused to collect his thoughts.) A member of a Church has certain beliefs making him a member of that Church . . . if through other sources he has other beliefs, all right. But if these other beliefs amount to a complete negation of the Church's doctrines, then he is not a member of that Church. If the Pope believes that Communism is the absolute negation of the doctrines of the Catholic Church, then he is doing the right thing, merely giving body to an existing situation. Let the Pope talk to them—it is conviction without trial.






Exec. Member


I do hope the Archbishop of Canterbury doesn't start acting up.






3rd Year Law


At a time when there is much nonsense being said about democracy and other political myths, and the "iron curtain" is screamed at for being the negation of freedom of speech, this latest decree is unfortunate to say the least . . . in adopting what many people consider to be the tactics of Communism, the Pope has implicitly admitted that his cause has no more justification than the other
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4th Year Arts




4th Year Arts


If the Bull is implemented—as it must be—it can have three results, all equally to be deplored.


It could be followed in theory, but disregarded in practice. Then if members of the church criticised Communism, they would know what they were talking about, and be intellectually honest at the expense of their souls.


Or it could be fully implemented: the whole church could refuse to read anything contrary to its views, and thus oppose what they had not ever studied—the purest irrationality.


And the third? That there would be them who can and them who can't—an elite safe from conviction by argument who could be trusted to read without endangering themselves plus the mass, told what to believe on the authority of the few—not a pleasant state to contemplate.


I can't see how it can be squared with the university ideal of intellectual honesty.
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Members of Salient Staff




Members of Salient Staff


How is this going to affect the circulation of Salient? If Salient is as red as we have been told over the last few years, then our Catholic readers are going to miss out on the organ of student opinion.
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3rd Year Arts




3rd Year Arts


Assuming that the Papal claims are justified in the eyes of Catholics, no Catholic can belong to any organisation where any form of materialism is prominent. Excommunication is usually based on doctrinal grounds—and thus is justifiable within the system of the Church. The Church claims to comprehend all phases of human life; but excommunication is doctrinal rather than moral condemnation.
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Science




Science


A farce—rather ridiculous—far too political a move for a so-called religious body—the Pope claims to be infallible on religious doctrinal matters only.
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3rd Year Arts




3rd Year Arts


I will say nothing except in the presence of my lawyers . . . . in my opinion as a philosopher and a canon lawyer, it is perfectly justifiable.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 12, No. 9. August 10th 1949

Exec. Member




Exec. Member


It doesn't make the slightest difference, they'll all go to Purgatory anyway.
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Arts




Arts


If Communism is opposed to Catholicism it is impossible to subscribe to both ideologies. I do think it possible to believe in the desirability of a socialist state for reasons other than those prescribed by Communist apologists. Furthermore, one may ask to what extent politics and theology are coextensive. I think that 
[
unclear: Communism] could be condemned on moral grounds, but surely there are moral offences just as great committed by Fascists which did not incur excommunication. One is justified in concluding that in the light of the Vatican's past reticence the present decree has been made on political grounds.


We then asked him his opinion of the Papal Bull; he declined to answer.
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1st Year Arts




1st Year Arts


It makes no difference to me . . . I disagree with the policy—the Church has no right to interfere in personal political views. It has the say in Church matters. The political views of Catholics should be left alone.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 12, No. 9. August 10th 1949

Honours, Law




Honours, Law


It's crook . . . it's clear they're going down the drain when they have to assert such powers. It's an attempt to revive the power of the Church to interfere in political matters which is an anachronism, historically obsolete.
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2nd Year Arts




2nd Year Arts


For the Pope to take such a step shows, I think, that the old tight control the Church has so successfully exercised over its members since the Reformation, is beginning not only to break down, as it has been for the last 30 years, but also to be completely swept away. This would appear to be substantiated by the divided loyalties in the Church in Czechoslovakia especially, as well as in other Central European states, where the Church is obviously and actively antagonistic to the government. For good or bad the Church has lost its former unity of purpose. In other words, the faithful are beginning to doubt—and doubt is fatal to an institution based on the principle of infallibility.
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2nd Year Science — 1st Year Arts




2nd Year Science


1st Year Arts


Oh dear! . . . I haven't heard about it before . . . I don't think it's right. (Paused to collect his thoughts.) A member of a Church has certain beliefs making him a member of that Church . . . if through other sources he has other beliefs, all right. But if these other beliefs amount to a complete negation of the Church's doctrines, then he is not a member of that Church. If the Pope believes that Communism is the absolute negation of the doctrines of the Catholic Church, then he is doing the right thing, merely giving body to an existing situation. Let the Pope talk to them—it is conviction without trial.
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Exec. Member




Exec. Member


I do hope the Archbishop of Canterbury doesn't start acting up.
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3rd Year Law




3rd Year Law


At a time when there is much nonsense being said about democracy and other political myths, and the "iron curtain" is screamed at for being the negation of freedom of speech, this latest decree is unfortunate to say the least . . . in adopting what many people consider to be the tactics of Communism, the Pope has implicitly admitted that his cause has no more justification than the other
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The Fault, Dear Brutus . .







The Fault, Dear Brutus . . .



Being an extract from a speech which will 
Not be delivered on September 3, 1949.


"And so, ladies and gentlemen, I ask you to look back to that day. It was only ten years ago. We have seen how it all happened; we can see quite clearly that we were as much at fault as anyone else—that there never has been a war in which, like the Old Time Theatre, it was the good, good hero versus the bad, bad villain.


"So for this, for our sins as much as their's, we were landed into another war. Between that September night and this, what has happened?


"I am going to be accused of playing on your emotions. But please consider—coolly and dispassionately if you can—the result. How many corpses were neatly stacked into rows'or piles? I don't know. Thirty million? Forty? How many people are still, even now, wandering round what rubble has been left to mark their homes? Another fifty millions? It's a nice thought that we can cloak this sort of unpleasantness with the satisfying abstraction of statistics—we might be shocked, ladies and gentlemen, out of our post-war stupor if it weren't for statistics: in how many countries is there still famine—we'll call it an unsatisfied consumer demand for staple foods, and make it less shocking? In how many countries are the schools non-existent, the children growing up learning their arithmetic from black-market cigarette deals? And that reminds me, ladies and gentlemen, that we, too, suffered in this country: I still find it hard to get a decent pipe tobacco.


"Here we are, ladies and gentlemen, ten years later and a few tens of millions the less. Some of us are thinner—and that reminds me that I musn't keep you from this excellent supper too long. Here we are.


"Where?


"You can answer that one as well as I. Read over the back numbers of the papers. Listen to the politicians' speeches. What has our commonsense benefited from the millions who are—let us not be emotional—'no longer with us'?


"May I suggest, ladies and gentlemen, that we are not a whit better off?


"We can talk of Democracy, of Preserving Our Glorious Heritage, and Defending Our Way of Life. And what have we learnt for the improvement of this Way of Life, from the—shall I term it 'demise'—of those millions? May I suggest again, not a thing?


"Here we are again, ready to be lead into battle by the first capable clarion blower who comes on the scene. Ready again to deplete the numbers of the human race by another few tens of millions. Ready again to—ah—liquidate that man who doesn't agree with us, in the name of tolerance and freedom of opinion. Ready again, ladies and gentlemen, to jeopardise the chances of existence for the whole of our species, if only our national pride is saved in the holocaust. And when we have done it again, where will we be?


"Do you mind if I think—nowhere?


"Some time ago, before the last war, I think, Louis MacNeice summed the world situation up like this:




'
The gloss is falling hour by hour,



'
the glass will fall forever:



'
but if you break the bloody glass,



'
you won't hold up the weather.'





"Perhaps we are not so badly off as all that. Perhaps we are not, as Shaw also doubted, 'incurably depraved'. But may I suggest that war again and again and again is merely an attempt to break the glass in order to hold up the weather; that perhaps, if the cause can be tackled at all, it certainly isn't that way?


"Ladies and gentlemen, I give you—the Human Race!"


D. G.
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Staff Change





Staff Change



Rather regretfully, we have to note that, at its meeting of July 25, the Executive received and accepted the resignation of Pete Jenkins from the position of editor of Salient.



Pete, who has been editor since the beginning of the year, found that Honours in Science caused him too much worry to allow him to continue.



The revised staff for the rest of the year are printed above.
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Policy





Policy



In future, all articles contributed to Salient by students will bear the name (or pseudonym) of the author.



The only articles which will not do this are staff articles and reports; these may be taken to represent the opinion of the editor and staff.



Articles which bear a signature, pseudonym or initials at the bottom are the personal opinion of students, and cannot be taken as Salient policy or opinion.
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Salient Staff



	Editor:
[
gap —  ]Denny Garrett

	Assistant Editor:
[
gap —  ]Conrad Bollinger

	Sub-Editors:
[
gap —  ]Frank Gawn, Ephra Garrett

	Sports Editor:
[
gap —  ]Daphne Davey

	Literary Editor:
[
gap —  ]Cliff Strathern

	Associates:
[
gap —  ]Ken Bryan, Ralph Unger

	Reporters:
[
gap —  ]Nick Jennings, Oscar Melling, Harry Evison, George Goddard

	Distribution Manager:
[
gap —  ]Pip Piper

	Exchange Manager:
[
gap —  ]Jack Gibson

	Associates:
[
gap —  ]Jeanette Murray, Joyce Robinson

	Corresponding Press Member:
[
gap —  ]Gwen da Martin
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The Old Man of the Mountains





The Old Man of the Mountains





Training College deviated from its presentation of Shaw or near-Shavian plays by turning to a religious theme in Norman Nicholson's play, "The Old Man of the Mountains".



It is difficult to assess the qualities of this play. There are lines of almost exquisite poetic beauty in it, especially in some passages of the Raven, who serves not only, as in the Biblical story, as the messenger of God, but also as the interpreter of the underlying thought to the audience. But there are also scenes of almost incredible crudity, when no poetic imagery could cover up the dramatic poverty of the action. Mr. Nicholson had to endeavour to wed the Biblical story (I Kings, 17/18) to everyday action; also, to modernise the story in order to make it more "palatable".






Theory


But was this really necessary? 
True, the two worlds of ordinary, banal life and the realm of faith may require different media of expression. But it is quite sufficient to recall the sublime solution of this difficult problem in Eliot's "Family Reunion" to see how far short the present play fails. One wonders how a playwright could make Obadiah speak—in colloquial English, mind you!—of a "compromise" between God's word and what appears to be a completely secular and purely financial proposal of an irrigation scheme, while what is actually at stake is of course the drought brought about by the wrath of God. We would even go further and ask whether the force of Faith, the real glory of redemption after conversion, is anywhere in the play well brought out. We find that there the play follows too closely on the Biblical lines, whereas elsewhere it takes liberties of interpretation which serve its purpose less well. To believe in God only after Elijah has restored the child's life, provided Ruth with plenty amidst want, and given rain to the dying land, may be the story as told—but it is also infinitely more, and it would have been the task of the play—so we believe—to bring out the real struggle for faith, more than the outward symptoms alone. One cannot help feeling that Ahab has not experienced any conversion at all; his cynical remarks that Elijah has "won the first round" is just another example of what looks like Mr. Nicholson's bad taste, which he can link to moments of superb understanding. Why Elijah should give the Squire his inspired fiat for the completion of an irrigation scheme, without the laser's conversion, remains an open question. What we were told at the outset was that the Squire and his followers were bent on making money rather than listening to the voice of God. Somehow we feel that they have not really, fundamentally changed at all.


What has left us so dissatisfied is presumably that Mr. Nicholson did not succeed in either re-creating a Biblical theme with all the force of a medieval mystery 
[
unclear: play] (like Everyman), or in presenting the eternal problem of faith in a modern and yet deeply dramatic form (like 
[
unclear: Elliot).] We may grant that the play was interesting; but that it is forceful or convincing or even beautiful is a claim to which we cannot subscribe.






Neuberg Trials


In Mr. Frank Dean, Training College has a competent stage designer, who has created a convincing setting for his story. Somehow one would wish for more space for this type of play, especially in the first two acts, when the stage is divided in two, but Mr. Dean has made good use of whatever space was at his disposal. 
A serious omission on the programme was, in our opinion, an acknowledgement of thanks to the actor of the main role. As it is, we were told—quite by accident—that Mr. Neuberg undertook to play Elijah at very short notice, and although no longer a student at Training College. This is the stranger, as no one can doubt his deep understanding of a difficult part, and the apparent ease in handling it. If this production was a success—irrespective of our opinion about the play itself—surely some special merit in this success should have gone to Klaus Neuberg.


That is, of course, not to say that Mr. Neuberg "made" the play. The sincerity of acting, especially shown by May Schreiber, Sue Thompson and Cynthia Coleman, added much to the force of the presentation. We thought that Annette Durey as Rebecca sometimes failed to remain within a certain "nuance" of acting, well maintained by the above-mentioned members of the cast. We were less enthusiastic still about the casting of Obadiah and Ahab—neither of them sounded convincing in their parts, both admittedly difficult enough. It is a pity that Mr. Davies lacks the necessary self-assurance and command of his lines that are so essential for convincing acting. Colleena Dalma as the boy Ben acted convincingly and oharmingly—the part in itself is a bit too "sugary" to be altogether acceptable, but Colleena made good use of whatever lines there were, especially in the third act, where she and Mr. Neuberg had the best-written and thought-out part of the play to themselves. Alex Kettles was very good in the few lines he had to say—at least he could be sure to which world he belonged . . . The Voices of the Beck were well rehearsed, but what they said was strangely uninspired compared to some of the finely spoken and often convincing lines of Sue Thompson (Raven).


The production rested in the experienced hands of Pat Lowe, and as we have come to expect of her by now, the play came off smoothly and very well indeed. 
Our compliments also to those back-stagers who have helped to contribute to a play which 
[
unclear: previously]—qua play—satisfied others more than us, while, on the whole, all parties seemed to agree on the high standard of this TC production.
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But was this really necessary? 
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What has left us so dissatisfied is presumably that Mr. Nicholson did not succeed in either re-creating a Biblical theme with all the force of a medieval mystery 
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unclear: play] (like Everyman), or in presenting the eternal problem of faith in a modern and yet deeply dramatic form (like 
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Neuberg Trials


In Mr. Frank Dean, Training College has a competent stage designer, who has created a convincing setting for his story. Somehow one would wish for more space for this type of play, especially in the first two acts, when the stage is divided in two, but Mr. Dean has made good use of whatever space was at his disposal. 
A serious omission on the programme was, in our opinion, an acknowledgement of thanks to the actor of the main role. As it is, we were told—quite by accident—that Mr. Neuberg undertook to play Elijah at very short notice, and although no longer a student at Training College. This is the stranger, as no one can doubt his deep understanding of a difficult part, and the apparent ease in handling it. If this production was a success—irrespective of our opinion about the play itself—surely some special merit in this success should have gone to Klaus Neuberg.
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The production rested in the experienced hands of Pat Lowe, and as we have come to expect of her by now, the play came off smoothly and very well indeed. 
Our compliments also to those back-stagers who have helped to contribute to a play which 
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— 
No Man's Land —




Letters to the Editor




Yah, Cowards!




Sir,




Recently the Debating Society debated the subject "That Atheism is Intellectually Unjustifiable".


At that debate there was a small attendance. The most notable fact was the absence of representatives of that most vocal group of University Atheists: the Marxists. It may be that they were assisting the anticonscription campaign, but nevertheless this subject is clearly concerned with a cornerstone of their philosophy and just as clearly judging by the placings of the speakers and the resulting vote there is plenty to be said for the theistic view. They are therefore not entitled to claim, as a solitary person who seemed their way inclined attempted to do, that religion is a dying force and that all the most competent and sound thinking men (with no examples—except a Professor of Philosophy in Moscow) think that religion is a dying force and atheism in the form of dialectical materialism the coming thing.


Nor are they entitled to say that Marx presumed that this is the case and that he was right so why argue. They are not entitled to presume anything of the sort since the evidence against this prime fallacy of Marx and his adherents is so strong.


Perhaps some of the most vocal group of Atheists in the College may be willing to publish in Salient the reasons why they did not accept this challenge to their basic tenets. At most other debates, particularly those where the arguments against their case are not as strong, they have attended in force to establish their point of view. This time one speaker tried to defend atheism from their viewpoint. It is curiously like a case of intellectual cowardice.


There was little support from some of the religious organisations either. They can only be excused on the ground that they are not so vocal about their theism and should not be expected to defend it very vigorously. This is a very poor excuse.


Perhaps the weather may have kept both sides away, but it was not that bad. It will be interesting to see why—if anyone is able to say why.


"
Curious."


•








Ordinis Tranquilities





Take comfort, heart! Peace knows her own and they




Know her. She needs not the blatant blabber;




He, who in his act makes peace, passivity,




And holds no friend, nor love, nor even




Peace itself, as dear enough to die for;




Nor he, who sleeps his soon-to-be-bloodied sword,




But bums the hearts of men to bitter ash




in strife's fierce fire and 
[
unclear: holoiaust] of hate.






Fear nothing, heart! Confusion is self confounded.




Peace needs no advocate. Her voice is thine;




Thy dearest yearnings speak her very soul.




Her nature still is sweet tranquility;




Her home, the heart self-chastened now at rest




Where justice sits, a monarch absolute,




And rules each least and greatest want and wish;




The right of that true man who makes his blade




Fair pledge of peace, his battlecry safeguard




And herald of tomorrow. He stands fast




To seize upon the wild and fearful future




And steadfast hold it firm in faith,




His lovely hope,




The 
[
unclear: nursling-heir] of all his own courageous soul.




R. H. Donovan.







Congreve!


The next Drama Club entertainment is to be held this Friday, August 12, in the Little Theatre at 8 p.m. It is hoped to present a reading of an English I set play, "The Way of the World", by William Congreve. This is an excellent sketch of life in England during the Restoration period. The involved plot will be greatly simplified by the expression of competent readers. This should be of great help to all taking Stage I English this year.


Owing to circumstances entirely beyond the control of the Drama Club the advertised "Non-stop Revue" will not be held, as had been hoped for; instead there will be a production of Tournament play on September 16. The original cast will be acting.


Don't forget those dates: Friday, August 12, and Friday, September 16 in the Little Theatre at 8 p.m.






Finals Protest




Sir,




It is quite common knowledge that this year's internal Stage III exams will be held between 17th and 27th October. Surely this measure is right in the other extreme to that of last year? We had three to four weeks between Stages I and II and Stage III then, and now we are being subjected to having Stages I, II and III all in the one week. Why can't it be arranged that Stage III exams are held in the beginning of November so that there is a little bit of time to clear the brain? Let's see some action by the Exec.!


Brainstorm.






Please Note




Sir,




This is a small protest concerning the college notice-boards. There are usually so many notices that the average student hasn't time to read them all. But the problem is accentuated by the mass of obsolete notices which clutter up the boards and the Cafeteria. Some of the club notices are often a week or more, and those of the College Offices are often a year, out of date. There are frequently notices instructing Bursars to collect past instalments, when the latest notice would suffice. This is not only irritating, but also means that sometimes important notices are overlooked in the scramble to sort them out from the mass of obsolete rubbish. This is an appeal to those who put these things up to take them down when they are no longer needed.


"Irritated."






Protest




Sir,




I have a small note of misrepresentation to make, and would be pleased if you would publish same in the next issue of Salient.


The article "The Cross and Conscription" appearing over my name was not so entitled by myself. The title I gave with the manuscript was in fact "Conscription as Some Christians See It".


In addition, the quotation "the blood of the martyrs is the blood of the church" should read" . . . the seed of the church".



J. E. Weblin.



(Salient at no time has necessarily used the title given by the contributor in this case, it was too long, and it could, we felt, be replaced by something shorter and more pointed. We do not think that it in any way misrepresented the tone of the article or detracted from the standard of it. In fact, it is possible that the more pithy headline caused some to read it who would otherwise have passed it over.

—Ed.)







More Moaning




Dear Sir,




The criticism of the law course in a recent Salient article was justified and overdue.. The inflexibility of the course, the' often unimaginative teaching methods and the deference to the pockets of the profession seen in the proportion of out-of-hours lectures make it perhaps the most exhausting course at Victoria.


I do not plead for an "easy" course. Standards there must be; 
[
unclear: highffctandards] there should be. But having endured the course for virtually its full length, I have strong opinions on its faults. I agree that in late years something has been done, but not nearly enough.


The compulsory arts units have at present no relevance to the law units, and are almost useless. If there must be arts units, and the case for them is strong, let them be linked with the law units to form an integral course. A little elementary logic, or a background of the social sciences—political science, history and economics—would be far more useful than the present compulsory Latin.


In the law units teaching is confined to lectures. The necessity of trying to take notes of all that is said makes even an interesting lecture an ordeal. Class discussion must be made an integral part of the course. I think its absence is the fault of the teachers, not of the students. We are forced to judge everything in relation to exams—hence the copious note-taking aimed at parrot-fashion reproduction. We are not encouraged to think that exams are only one part of a university education. Most of us, too in our earlier years at any rate, are diffident about putting forward our ideas on legal topics in the presence of a presumed expert. It is for the teachers to devise means of overcoming this diffidence. The mere invitation of questions at the tail-end of lectures is not enough. Discussion should be as much a part of the course as the lecture.


The writing of opinions is rightly looked on as important. It makes the students look for things for themselves. But why not first show them how to go about looking for things, how to find their material, and how to make use of it? Even the written notes on individual opinions by the marker have been lacking until this year.


I think most students appreciate the necessity for hard work. That is no reason why our course should also be dull, vexatious and often unintelligent.



—I remain,

"
Opinio Necessitatis."








Question?




Sir,




Allow me to congratulate Veritas on his article setting out proofs of the existence of God. I imagine Junior Atheist along with, many others will now be obliged to admit the necesity to seek further knowledge if they are to carry the matter to its logical conclusion. To admit that God exists is not of course to identify oneself with any particular religion. But surely as our Creator it is necessary for us to observe His will by performing certain duties to Him. The question is: what are those duties? There seems to be some doubt and confusion as to their nature and extent in our community—supposedly a Christian community. What is necessary for a member of our community to do his duty to God? Do all these necessities follow a logical pattern or is it supplemented by 
[
unclear: jgyperfluous] practicalities and 
[
unclear: increduuos] feats of 
[
unclear: cedulity] on the part of the believer? They are only necessary if they follow the pattern directly. Can Veritas follow his proof to a final conclusion or is he, too, another—



[
unclear: Utiifled Christian.]






Via Media, Deo Volente




Sir,




Swen and Veritas are at opposite ends of the scale of bias and cannot see the full scale for this reason. I hope you will approach a third opinion to clear the problem.


I agree with Veritas that we cannot definitely state there is no God. Some force propels our life and universe, and until this can be explained mechanistically there is always a possibility that the force is some Conscious Being. But allow me to consider Veritas's proofs for such a Conscious Being.



Proof I: It is clear that there must be something which makes things move, but it does not follow that this force is an eternal being. It is just as conceivable that the force is mechanistic, and in our existing state of knowledge we have proof of neither possibility. Theism or atheism in this sense are a matter of faith, although the mechanistic approach certainly explains the facts as we know them in a more realistic manner. To postulate a God is to add nothing to knowledge.



Proof II: It must also be admitted that there is order in the universe: order "being a human concept of the arrangement of means for some end. Granting that there is order, thus does not imply there is a conscious end. Surely means may grope blindly through order to some end unknown to any consciousness. Because we cannot know ends we have no theoretical right to postulate that someone must know the end.


"This order we find in things requires a final ultimate cause or the problem is recreated." A typical statement from a soul-bound fanatic. Why should the order require an ultimate cause? No useful assertion can be made on this matter. Further, postulating an Infinite Being to solve the problem explains nothing: if the Being is not finite, the problem of motion is not solved but merely postponed. A useless link is added to the chain of knowledge.


An example of Veritas's confusion is illustrated by a small inconsistency in his letter. A very true statement is made in the first paragraph:—"It is impossible for anyone to give a full explanation of an infinite problem." If he believes this, why is it that "a series of movers cannot be produced into an infinite number"? He surely means we cannot conceive of such a process, not that it is impossible. The main contention that Swen puts forwards, the doubtful existence of a Conscious Being's influence in our world, is of interest in this connection: it points away from the use of God as a cause, and indicates a mechanistic approach as a better description.


I would advise Veritas to think clearly for himself, not take his views from books and attempt to combine them by the use of words: his piecemeal effort leads to inconsistency. After this minor homily, allow me a final summing-up.


We can see some force in the universe but as yet there is no proof for either a Conscious God or mechanism. The mechanistic ideal has an advantage by explaining what we think we know much more satisfactorily than the idea of a God does. And mechanism has a future, it may explain more as knowledge progresses, while the idea of a Conscious God confuses the issue by placing an extra stage between what 
[
unclear: we] know and what we would like to know.



For who made God? . . .
Yours, 
F.U.
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Know her. She needs not the blatant blabber;




He, who in his act makes peace, passivity,




And holds no friend, nor love, nor even




Peace itself, as dear enough to die for;




Nor he, who sleeps his soon-to-be-bloodied sword,




But bums the hearts of men to bitter ash




in strife's fierce fire and 
[
unclear: holoiaust] of hate.






Fear nothing, heart! Confusion is self confounded.




Peace needs no advocate. Her voice is thine;




Thy dearest yearnings speak her very soul.




Her nature still is sweet tranquility;




Her home, the heart self-chastened now at rest




Where justice sits, a monarch absolute,




And rules each least and greatest want and wish;




The right of that true man who makes his blade




Fair pledge of peace, his battlecry safeguard




And herald of tomorrow. He stands fast




To seize upon the wild and fearful future




And steadfast hold it firm in faith,




His lovely hope,




The 
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Brainstorm.
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Please Note




Please Note




Sir,




This is a small protest concerning the college notice-boards. There are usually so many notices that the average student hasn't time to read them all. But the problem is accentuated by the mass of obsolete notices which clutter up the boards and the Cafeteria. Some of the club notices are often a week or more, and those of the College Offices are often a year, out of date. There are frequently notices instructing Bursars to collect past instalments, when the latest notice would suffice. This is not only irritating, but also means that sometimes important notices are overlooked in the scramble to sort them out from the mass of obsolete rubbish. This is an appeal to those who put these things up to take them down when they are no longer needed.


"Irritated."
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Protest




Protest




Sir,




I have a small note of misrepresentation to make, and would be pleased if you would publish same in the next issue of Salient.


The article "The Cross and Conscription" appearing over my name was not so entitled by myself. The title I gave with the manuscript was in fact "Conscription as Some Christians See It".


In addition, the quotation "the blood of the martyrs is the blood of the church" should read" . . . the seed of the church".



J. E. Weblin.



(Salient at no time has necessarily used the title given by the contributor in this case, it was too long, and it could, we felt, be replaced by something shorter and more pointed. We do not think that it in any way misrepresented the tone of the article or detracted from the standard of it. In fact, it is possible that the more pithy headline caused some to read it who would otherwise have passed it over.

—Ed.)
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More Moaning




More Moaning




Dear Sir,




The criticism of the law course in a recent Salient article was justified and overdue.. The inflexibility of the course, the' often unimaginative teaching methods and the deference to the pockets of the profession seen in the proportion of out-of-hours lectures make it perhaps the most exhausting course at Victoria.


I do not plead for an "easy" course. Standards there must be; 
[
unclear: highffctandards] there should be. But having endured the course for virtually its full length, I have strong opinions on its faults. I agree that in late years something has been done, but not nearly enough.


The compulsory arts units have at present no relevance to the law units, and are almost useless. If there must be arts units, and the case for them is strong, let them be linked with the law units to form an integral course. A little elementary logic, or a background of the social sciences—political science, history and economics—would be far more useful than the present compulsory Latin.


In the law units teaching is confined to lectures. The necessity of trying to take notes of all that is said makes even an interesting lecture an ordeal. Class discussion must be made an integral part of the course. I think its absence is the fault of the teachers, not of the students. We are forced to judge everything in relation to exams—hence the copious note-taking aimed at parrot-fashion reproduction. We are not encouraged to think that exams are only one part of a university education. Most of us, too in our earlier years at any rate, are diffident about putting forward our ideas on legal topics in the presence of a presumed expert. It is for the teachers to devise means of overcoming this diffidence. The mere invitation of questions at the tail-end of lectures is not enough. Discussion should be as much a part of the course as the lecture.


The writing of opinions is rightly looked on as important. It makes the students look for things for themselves. But why not first show them how to go about looking for things, how to find their material, and how to make use of it? Even the written notes on individual opinions by the marker have been lacking until this year.


I think most students appreciate the necessity for hard work. That is no reason why our course should also be dull, vexatious and often unintelligent.



—I remain,

"
Opinio Necessitatis."
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Question?




Question?




Sir,




Allow me to congratulate Veritas on his article setting out proofs of the existence of God. I imagine Junior Atheist along with, many others will now be obliged to admit the necesity to seek further knowledge if they are to carry the matter to its logical conclusion. To admit that God exists is not of course to identify oneself with any particular religion. But surely as our Creator it is necessary for us to observe His will by performing certain duties to Him. The question is: what are those duties? There seems to be some doubt and confusion as to their nature and extent in our community—supposedly a Christian community. What is necessary for a member of our community to do his duty to God? Do all these necessities follow a logical pattern or is it supplemented by 
[
unclear: jgyperfluous] practicalities and 
[
unclear: increduuos] feats of 
[
unclear: cedulity] on the part of the believer? They are only necessary if they follow the pattern directly. Can Veritas follow his proof to a final conclusion or is he, too, another—



[
unclear: Utiifled Christian.]
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Via Media, Deo Volente




Via Media, Deo Volente




Sir,




Swen and Veritas are at opposite ends of the scale of bias and cannot see the full scale for this reason. I hope you will approach a third opinion to clear the problem.


I agree with Veritas that we cannot definitely state there is no God. Some force propels our life and universe, and until this can be explained mechanistically there is always a possibility that the force is some Conscious Being. But allow me to consider Veritas's proofs for such a Conscious Being.



Proof I: It is clear that there must be something which makes things move, but it does not follow that this force is an eternal being. It is just as conceivable that the force is mechanistic, and in our existing state of knowledge we have proof of neither possibility. Theism or atheism in this sense are a matter of faith, although the mechanistic approach certainly explains the facts as we know them in a more realistic manner. To postulate a God is to add nothing to knowledge.



Proof II: It must also be admitted that there is order in the universe: order "being a human concept of the arrangement of means for some end. Granting that there is order, thus does not imply there is a conscious end. Surely means may grope blindly through order to some end unknown to any consciousness. Because we cannot know ends we have no theoretical right to postulate that someone must know the end.


"This order we find in things requires a final ultimate cause or the problem is recreated." A typical statement from a soul-bound fanatic. Why should the order require an ultimate cause? No useful assertion can be made on this matter. Further, postulating an Infinite Being to solve the problem explains nothing: if the Being is not finite, the problem of motion is not solved but merely postponed. A useless link is added to the chain of knowledge.


An example of Veritas's confusion is illustrated by a small inconsistency in his letter. A very true statement is made in the first paragraph:—"It is impossible for anyone to give a full explanation of an infinite problem." If he believes this, why is it that "a series of movers cannot be produced into an infinite number"? He surely means we cannot conceive of such a process, not that it is impossible. The main contention that Swen puts forwards, the doubtful existence of a Conscious Being's influence in our world, is of interest in this connection: it points away from the use of God as a cause, and indicates a mechanistic approach as a better description.


I would advise Veritas to think clearly for himself, not take his views from books and attempt to combine them by the use of words: his piecemeal effort leads to inconsistency. After this minor homily, allow me a final summing-up.


We can see some force in the universe but as yet there is no proof for either a Conscious God or mechanism. The mechanistic ideal has an advantage by explaining what we think we know much more satisfactorily than the idea of a God does. And mechanism has a future, it may explain more as knowledge progresses, while the idea of a Conscious God confuses the issue by placing an extra stage between what 
[
unclear: we] know and what we would like to know.



For who made God? . . .
Yours, 
F.U.
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Victoria's Valiants . . . . . . Otago's 'Opefuls . . . . . .Canta's Crew


Lost, Found and Personal


Tournament from Guide





VUC Fencing


This year we have the strongest and the most experienced (what in, we don't know) men's team ever. The women's team have not been around as much. Our coach, Mr. N. Dickson, has been nominated to coach the Empire Games team and there is no doubt that he will produce first-class results.







VUC Soccer


The team is not as good as last year but we hope they will hold their own: R. H. Mahabir, D. C. Gill, S. L. Spiers, L. A. Bateman, S. E. Seagar, B. K. Ready, G. R. Robinson, G. L. Robinson, K. R. Johnstone, J. Y. Walls, E. M. Meuly. K. V. Blitz, R. W. Gray.







VUC Harriers


VUC suffers from the loss of Clem Hawke but should put up a good showing: F. M. Clift, J. S. Gully, R. Hunt, S. Osborne, J. L. Riseborough, J. S. Saxton. M. Truebridge, B. T. Clere, J. W. Mawson (coach).







VUC Men's Hockey


R. Culliford, A. D. Buxton, H. B. Taylor, D. G. Fitzgerald. A. K. McLean, P. G. Armstrong, G. Gordon, H. Perry (also in Small Bore Shooting), I. W. Laurenson, R. G. O'Connor, B. Walsh. P. G. L. King, G. Oaks.







VUC Women's Hockey


This August we are sending a stronger team to Tournament than for several years and therefore have high hopes. The following is the team:—


	
Jo Francis—left wing; playing good hockey this season.

	
Bice Young—left inner; captain; makes excellent openings for the forwards; VUC Blue 1948. Reserve NZU team 1948.

	
Jean McKelvie—centre-forward; needs more experience but should develop well.

	
Hilary Spencer—right inner, whose previous experience is of great benefit to the team and we hope she will score freely at Tournament.

	
Janet Young—right wing; is improving as she gains confidence.

	
Barbara Hill—left half; selected for 1949 A grade rep. trials. Is using her speed to advantage in her new position.

	
Thora Manvick—centre-half; 1948 Wellington A grade second rep. team and rep. trialist this year.

	
Margot Spiers—left back; VUC Blue 1948. She wins through from impossible situations.

	
Pat Barr—right back and a keen player.

	
Jane Florence—goalkeeper; picked for senior reserve trials.

	
Ivy Hoe—useful player at either half or back.

	
Isia Ashton—1949 senior rep. team. Very consistent.

	
Betty Stern—promising reserve player and may be the find of the Tournament team.









VUC Men's Basketball


The Vic Men's Basketball team for tournament at Auckland needs to improve considerably if they hope to win the Basketball Cup again. Their club grants have been poor—at present they are last equal in the competition and will have to play hard to beat Cardinals in the finals game. The combination between the guards has been poor, Piper and White throwing away too many passes and Anderson attempting too many scoreless long shots. The forwards are a little better. Moral and Swindale still having a small goal average, while Tarrant and Turnbull are still netting most of the goals.


However, there is hope, the energy and ability is with the team and only needs drawing out. Let's hope that it comes before Tournament.







VUC Table Tennis


Miss I. Todd, Miss P. Levita.


Two of the following: B. Phillips, B. Catton, B. Hollingham.







Ou Men's Hockey


The team say:


Last season a strong OU team disappointed at tournament through lack of fitness and not having played together for six weeks. This must not happen again. Fortunately, all the A team are able to travel.


The players:


	
Leon Williams (goal)—a sound, experienced player—possesses, a strong clearing kick.

	
Graham Jackson (right full-back)—a shrewd player with a quick hit, but too often penalised for sticks.

	
Brian Tuson (left full-back)—in 1948 team, and now plays a steady more restrained game. Emergency for Otago and Oamaru.

	
Bill Sparrow (left half) would be better if obstructed less in tackling—otherwise sound.

	
Ernie French (centre-half and captain)—Otago and ex-Nelson rep. Directs play well.

	
Bert Porter (right half) helps wing well but should help his full-back more at times.

	
Alan Gouldlng (left wing)—strong on attack, and centres well. Provincial rep.

	
Guy M'Grcgor (inside left)—Otago and Poverty Bay rep. S. Island rep. Prolific scorer with a strong flick inside circle.

	
Ross Moore (centre forward). Has shown up well in his first season as a senior. Could well speed up his shots in the circle.

	
Graham West (inside right). More reliable this season. Otago emergency.

	
Peter Lindsay (right wing). Speedy—exploits opportunities in attack.

	
Tony Mmden (half). Speedy and keen.

	
John Anderson (inside forward).









Women's Hockey



Mary Norris—Otago rep.—plays outstanding game on left wing.



Joan Howie—Young player making good.progress this season.



Ella Berrldge—NZU Blue—one of the most prolific goal scorers this season.



Barbara Richards—Otago rep.—plays with great dash and flashes of brilliance.



Joy Wright—Speedy and hardworking right wing.



Morlel Saunders—Reliable left half who marks her wing very well.



Pam Brice—Effective centre-half. Directs play well.



Alison Cameron—Experienced rt. half. Equally good on attack or defence.



Buckton (left wing)—plays grand game and teams in well.



Lovell-Smlth (half)—improving every day, and may yet prove to be the find of the tournament.



Scott (centre-forward) plays a good forcing game.







Ou Shooting



J. Bell—Caplain OU and NZU Blue 1948. in great form and good for a possible or two in any company. (Yes, we know the shooters' motto.)



A. D. Gillman is new blood but bound to frighten the best of the opposition and may well be the find of the tournament.



D. H. Blyth—CUC Blue 1948 and is he keen—boy he's keen.



K. C. B. McKenzie—OU Blue 1948 vintage. Shooting really well. Big bangs are expected from Chris.



G. F. Altken—Not competing, therefore is certain to be the find of the tournament.


The team say: We don't guarantee to win the Shield, but Canty will need about eight possibles to retain it.







Association Football


The team says: On the whole our chances this year in Auckland are rather slim but with the boycott on Bacchus and a belief in Communism t it is amazing what can be Achieved. For the sake of over-exuberant Aucklanders each player has been instructed to go prepared with three pairs of shin pads as well as sundry other protective devices.


The players:


	
Watson (goal) has a moustache that fills most of the goal mouth.

	
Windsor (right full-back)—new to the game, but uses his head in more ways than one.

	
Bennett?, a versatile player.

	
Hill has represented Otago for two seasons.

	
Pilling—club and team captain. Has represented several provinces (they don't say what in).

	
Gilbert possesses a right and a left foot—in fact, some say that he is all feet.

	
Patterson (wing)—so tricky that his left doesn't know what his right foot is doing.

	
Payne—a heavy inside forward in representative class.

	
Harvey (centre-forward)—when he settles down (where?) he proves very handy. (At what?)









Men's Basketball


The team say: "Despite the absence of such familiar names of past years as Roydhouse and Haymen,



this year's team, on paper at least, reads the strongest we have yet sent to Tournament. One of the club's competition, while six players from two A grade teams is leading in the the Club (four of whom will be travelling to Auckland) have been selected for the Otago rep. team."


The players:—


	
Jack Alabaster—ex-Southland rep., Otago rep. 1949.

	
Stan Brown—NZU Blue, ex-Canterbury rep., another of the six.

	
Jim McCoy—NZU Blue, ex-Otago rep.

	
Graeme McKenzie—ex-Southland rep, and another sixer.

	
Jack Pauling—1948 Otago Blue and Otago Blue "B" rep.

	
Speed Sleuth—1947 Otago Blue; NZU "B" team 1947; Otago "B" rep. 1948.

	
Jim Spiers—Otago "C rep. 1948; may be the "find" of the Tournament.

	
Ross Wightman—Otago "C" rep. 1948; top scorer in the "B" grade 1948 NZU champs; yet another of the six.

	
Ted Wright—One of the club's most improved players.









Ou Harriers


The team: This year OU has a team; its strength lies in the uniformity of its members rather than in their individual brilliance. Only one hundred yards separated the first four men in the Club Champs; and they should form a useful group in the team's race.


The runners:—


	
C. Drake—This year's Club champion; consistent performer, and likely member of Otago provincial team. Ran for OU last year.

	
W. (Bill?) M'Gregor—Club Captain; has had many duels with Drake, who just beat him at Club Champs. Has represented OU several times.

	
L. Black—An enthusiastic newcomer of whom much is expected.

	
R. Snell—Otago junior champion for 1947. Has run well this season.









Ou Table Tennis


The team describes itself as optimistic. We commend its attitude.



Jocelyn Davies has had variable success this year but is working into good form.



Jennifer Duddlng was Wellington Junior Singles Champ before coming to OU.



Bill Phillips may well be the find of the Tournament. He is a possible winner of the Men's Singles as Russ Algie is not playing



Leo Cooney—He and Bill are the present holders of the doubles title. Leo has a strong attacking forehand and is a fast mart on the table. (Is he in the mixed doubles?)



R. Lawrence—Only 5th in NZU CCC 1948. Just striking form (whose) again.



M. Craig—Another promising newcomer who may well be the "find" of the Tournament.







Ou Fencing


Men:—


	
Tom Grace has a strong, fast left hand; represented OU in 1947 and again in 1948 when he topped the list (whose?).

	
Dave Rodwell has shown his ability in 1947 team and in numerous tournaments. "

	
Gunther Hunt Her Unger fought forcefully in last year's winter tournament gaining high honours and was the "find" of last year's tournament.

	
Paul Harvey—As promising a fencer as we've seen in many a broad acre. Fought for OU (was he a volunteer?) in 1948-9 provincial champs.




The final comment on the team is: They may well be the "And" of the Tournament.







Women



Sorvel M'Clean (why the LL don't they use a small "c" in Otago). This will be her third winter tournament for OU—a dazzling left-hander (what is her other form like?) with great capabilities.



Nancy Fraser—Of but two years' experience has shown considerable promise and may yet be the "find" of the tournament.







Drama


"Overtones", by Alice Gestenberg. Helen Paine, Averil Stephens, Joan Casserley, Gillian Soper. Produced by Dorian Saker.


A comedy of repressions: Margaret comes to tea at Harriet's to obtain a commission for her painter husband. Their primitive selves say all things which they would like to, but . . . you know how it is.







In General


The Hockey, Men's Basketball, Fencing and Shooting seem to have best grounds for optimism. But everyone is out to enjoy Tournament, to play hard, to appreciate AUC's hospitality, and (bouquets to our Delegates for their exhortations) to respect the susceptibilities of the Auckland public.







NFP Press Reporter


Is in the middle of his Obstetrics training, so after three deliveries, an exam, and three hours' wrestling with a dud typewriter, is wearily signing off. See you all in Auckland.



Cheerio,


WYN, Beasley.









The Editor Regrets . . .



I would like to apologise for the fact that although we obtained far more gen than appears here from CUC it is not printed . . . The rest of CUC's Ren disappeared last Monday night, when a person, or persons, unknown broke and entered Salient room in their glorious wrecking campaign they destroyed the copy that had been sent up from Canta. 
The Land of the Free—36pt Gill Bold—







CUC Women's Hockey



M. Barclay—Left wing and captain. A CUC Blue who is one of the most experienced players in the team. She has a very fine turn of speed which she' uses to her advantage.



A. Weston—Left inner. She is playing a greatly improved game this year.



B. Sparrow—Centre forward. A CUC, OU and NZU Blue who has also represented both the provinces of Canterbury and Otago. She is a tower of strength to the team. Her clever stick work and accurate passing keep the forward line mobile. The team is indebted to her for the stick work she has given them each week in the gym.



H. Grant—Right wing. A fresher who has shown great improvement. Her in shots from the wing are strong and well directed.



M. Smllie—Right inner (!). Another fresher who has played consistently.



L. McDowell—Left half. Her positional play is good but she could back tackle a little more.



P. Connyingham—Centre-half. She could use a little more speed but is always in position and marking her player. She directs the attack cleverly.



B. King—Right half. A promising newcomer to the team. She uses the flick shot to advantage.



N. Vile—Left back. A good positional player who tackles well.



L. Holland—Right back. She has a strong clearing shot and providing a tendency to take flying shots is held in check, she is a sound defence.



A. Herdman—Goalkeeper. She has played some really outstanding games this season. She is never bustled and uses her feet to advantage.







CUC Fencing


The CUC team is as follows:


	
A. Simmance—a fresher who is now club captain. (Speaks for itself.)

	
D. Caldwell—Runner-up of Varsity Champs. The old man of the club.

	
D. Alexander—Experienced campaigner.

	
W. J. Bourke—New to tournament. Very promising.

	
Sophia Walsh—Presents a wonderful target. New to tournament.

	
Jean Stevenson—CUC representative last year. Vastly improved fencer.









CUC Soccer Team


Forwards: E. Black, P. Craighead, R. Furness, T. Sanson, P. Weaver.


Halves: P. Duckworth, A. Mahoney. G. Sharma.


Full-backs: R. Clark, R. Moore.


Goalkeeper: P. Sukolski.


Reserves: S., Matanitobua—doubtless to be one' of the finds of the Tournament.







AUC Team News


AUC seem to be keeping their team lists and capabilities 

Top Secret. As yet we have heard nothing from them so we take it for granted that they prefer to remain silent even though they have been very insistent about obtaining VUC gen. Perhaps they feel as VUC usually feels after Tournament, that the less said about their teams, the better.
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VUC Fencing





VUC Fencing


This year we have the strongest and the most experienced (what in, we don't know) men's team ever. The women's team have not been around as much. Our coach, Mr. N. Dickson, has been nominated to coach the Empire Games team and there is no doubt that he will produce first-class results.
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VUC Soccer





VUC Soccer


The team is not as good as last year but we hope they will hold their own: R. H. Mahabir, D. C. Gill, S. L. Spiers, L. A. Bateman, S. E. Seagar, B. K. Ready, G. R. Robinson, G. L. Robinson, K. R. Johnstone, J. Y. Walls, E. M. Meuly. K. V. Blitz, R. W. Gray.
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VUC Harriers





VUC Harriers


VUC suffers from the loss of Clem Hawke but should put up a good showing: F. M. Clift, J. S. Gully, R. Hunt, S. Osborne, J. L. Riseborough, J. S. Saxton. M. Truebridge, B. T. Clere, J. W. Mawson (coach).
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VUC Men's Hockey





VUC Men's Hockey


R. Culliford, A. D. Buxton, H. B. Taylor, D. G. Fitzgerald. A. K. McLean, P. G. Armstrong, G. Gordon, H. Perry (also in Small Bore Shooting), I. W. Laurenson, R. G. O'Connor, B. Walsh. P. G. L. King, G. Oaks.
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VUC Women's Hockey





VUC Women's Hockey


This August we are sending a stronger team to Tournament than for several years and therefore have high hopes. The following is the team:—


	
Jo Francis—left wing; playing good hockey this season.

	
Bice Young—left inner; captain; makes excellent openings for the forwards; VUC Blue 1948. Reserve NZU team 1948.

	
Jean McKelvie—centre-forward; needs more experience but should develop well.

	
Hilary Spencer—right inner, whose previous experience is of great benefit to the team and we hope she will score freely at Tournament.

	
Janet Young—right wing; is improving as she gains confidence.

	
Barbara Hill—left half; selected for 1949 A grade rep. trials. Is using her speed to advantage in her new position.

	
Thora Manvick—centre-half; 1948 Wellington A grade second rep. team and rep. trialist this year.

	
Margot Spiers—left back; VUC Blue 1948. She wins through from impossible situations.

	
Pat Barr—right back and a keen player.

	
Jane Florence—goalkeeper; picked for senior reserve trials.

	
Ivy Hoe—useful player at either half or back.

	
Isia Ashton—1949 senior rep. team. Very consistent.

	
Betty Stern—promising reserve player and may be the find of the Tournament team.
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VUC Men's Basketball


The Vic Men's Basketball team for tournament at Auckland needs to improve considerably if they hope to win the Basketball Cup again. Their club grants have been poor—at present they are last equal in the competition and will have to play hard to beat Cardinals in the finals game. The combination between the guards has been poor, Piper and White throwing away too many passes and Anderson attempting too many scoreless long shots. The forwards are a little better. Moral and Swindale still having a small goal average, while Tarrant and Turnbull are still netting most of the goals.


However, there is hope, the energy and ability is with the team and only needs drawing out. Let's hope that it comes before Tournament.
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VUC Table Tennis





VUC Table Tennis


Miss I. Todd, Miss P. Levita.


Two of the following: B. Phillips, B. Catton, B. Hollingham.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 12, No. 9. August 10th 1949

Ou Men's Hockey





Ou Men's Hockey


The team say:


Last season a strong OU team disappointed at tournament through lack of fitness and not having played together for six weeks. This must not happen again. Fortunately, all the A team are able to travel.


The players:


	
Leon Williams (goal)—a sound, experienced player—possesses, a strong clearing kick.

	
Graham Jackson (right full-back)—a shrewd player with a quick hit, but too often penalised for sticks.

	
Brian Tuson (left full-back)—in 1948 team, and now plays a steady more restrained game. Emergency for Otago and Oamaru.

	
Bill Sparrow (left half) would be better if obstructed less in tackling—otherwise sound.

	
Ernie French (centre-half and captain)—Otago and ex-Nelson rep. Directs play well.

	
Bert Porter (right half) helps wing well but should help his full-back more at times.

	
Alan Gouldlng (left wing)—strong on attack, and centres well. Provincial rep.

	
Guy M'Grcgor (inside left)—Otago and Poverty Bay rep. S. Island rep. Prolific scorer with a strong flick inside circle.

	
Ross Moore (centre forward). Has shown up well in his first season as a senior. Could well speed up his shots in the circle.

	
Graham West (inside right). More reliable this season. Otago emergency.

	
Peter Lindsay (right wing). Speedy—exploits opportunities in attack.

	
Tony Mmden (half). Speedy and keen.

	
John Anderson (inside forward).
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Women's Hockey



Mary Norris—Otago rep.—plays outstanding game on left wing.



Joan Howie—Young player making good.progress this season.



Ella Berrldge—NZU Blue—one of the most prolific goal scorers this season.



Barbara Richards—Otago rep.—plays with great dash and flashes of brilliance.



Joy Wright—Speedy and hardworking right wing.



Morlel Saunders—Reliable left half who marks her wing very well.



Pam Brice—Effective centre-half. Directs play well.



Alison Cameron—Experienced rt. half. Equally good on attack or defence.



Buckton (left wing)—plays grand game and teams in well.



Lovell-Smlth (half)—improving every day, and may yet prove to be the find of the tournament.



Scott (centre-forward) plays a good forcing game.
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Ou Shooting





Ou Shooting



J. Bell—Caplain OU and NZU Blue 1948. in great form and good for a possible or two in any company. (Yes, we know the shooters' motto.)



A. D. Gillman is new blood but bound to frighten the best of the opposition and may well be the find of the tournament.



D. H. Blyth—CUC Blue 1948 and is he keen—boy he's keen.



K. C. B. McKenzie—OU Blue 1948 vintage. Shooting really well. Big bangs are expected from Chris.



G. F. Altken—Not competing, therefore is certain to be the find of the tournament.


The team say: We don't guarantee to win the Shield, but Canty will need about eight possibles to retain it.
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Association Football





Association Football


The team says: On the whole our chances this year in Auckland are rather slim but with the boycott on Bacchus and a belief in Communism t it is amazing what can be Achieved. For the sake of over-exuberant Aucklanders each player has been instructed to go prepared with three pairs of shin pads as well as sundry other protective devices.


The players:


	
Watson (goal) has a moustache that fills most of the goal mouth.

	
Windsor (right full-back)—new to the game, but uses his head in more ways than one.

	
Bennett?, a versatile player.

	
Hill has represented Otago for two seasons.

	
Pilling—club and team captain. Has represented several provinces (they don't say what in).

	
Gilbert possesses a right and a left foot—in fact, some say that he is all feet.

	
Patterson (wing)—so tricky that his left doesn't know what his right foot is doing.

	
Payne—a heavy inside forward in representative class.

	
Harvey (centre-forward)—when he settles down (where?) he proves very handy. (At what?)
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Men's Basketball





Men's Basketball


The team say: "Despite the absence of such familiar names of past years as Roydhouse and Haymen,



this year's team, on paper at least, reads the strongest we have yet sent to Tournament. One of the club's competition, while six players from two A grade teams is leading in the the Club (four of whom will be travelling to Auckland) have been selected for the Otago rep. team."


The players:—


	
Jack Alabaster—ex-Southland rep., Otago rep. 1949.

	
Stan Brown—NZU Blue, ex-Canterbury rep., another of the six.

	
Jim McCoy—NZU Blue, ex-Otago rep.

	
Graeme McKenzie—ex-Southland rep, and another sixer.

	
Jack Pauling—1948 Otago Blue and Otago Blue "B" rep.

	
Speed Sleuth—1947 Otago Blue; NZU "B" team 1947; Otago "B" rep. 1948.

	
Jim Spiers—Otago "C rep. 1948; may be the "find" of the Tournament.

	
Ross Wightman—Otago "C" rep. 1948; top scorer in the "B" grade 1948 NZU champs; yet another of the six.

	
Ted Wright—One of the club's most improved players.
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Ou Harriers





Ou Harriers


The team: This year OU has a team; its strength lies in the uniformity of its members rather than in their individual brilliance. Only one hundred yards separated the first four men in the Club Champs; and they should form a useful group in the team's race.


The runners:—


	
C. Drake—This year's Club champion; consistent performer, and likely member of Otago provincial team. Ran for OU last year.

	
W. (Bill?) M'Gregor—Club Captain; has had many duels with Drake, who just beat him at Club Champs. Has represented OU several times.

	
L. Black—An enthusiastic newcomer of whom much is expected.

	
R. Snell—Otago junior champion for 1947. Has run well this season.
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Ou Table Tennis





Ou Table Tennis


The team describes itself as optimistic. We commend its attitude.



Jocelyn Davies has had variable success this year but is working into good form.



Jennifer Duddlng was Wellington Junior Singles Champ before coming to OU.



Bill Phillips may well be the find of the Tournament. He is a possible winner of the Men's Singles as Russ Algie is not playing



Leo Cooney—He and Bill are the present holders of the doubles title. Leo has a strong attacking forehand and is a fast mart on the table. (Is he in the mixed doubles?)



R. Lawrence—Only 5th in NZU CCC 1948. Just striking form (whose) again.



M. Craig—Another promising newcomer who may well be the "find" of the Tournament.
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Ou Fencing





Ou Fencing


Men:—


	
Tom Grace has a strong, fast left hand; represented OU in 1947 and again in 1948 when he topped the list (whose?).

	
Dave Rodwell has shown his ability in 1947 team and in numerous tournaments. "

	
Gunther Hunt Her Unger fought forcefully in last year's winter tournament gaining high honours and was the "find" of last year's tournament.

	
Paul Harvey—As promising a fencer as we've seen in many a broad acre. Fought for OU (was he a volunteer?) in 1948-9 provincial champs.




The final comment on the team is: They may well be the "And" of the Tournament.
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Women





Women



Sorvel M'Clean (why the LL don't they use a small "c" in Otago). This will be her third winter tournament for OU—a dazzling left-hander (what is her other form like?) with great capabilities.



Nancy Fraser—Of but two years' experience has shown considerable promise and may yet be the "find" of the tournament.
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Drama





Drama


"Overtones", by Alice Gestenberg. Helen Paine, Averil Stephens, Joan Casserley, Gillian Soper. Produced by Dorian Saker.


A comedy of repressions: Margaret comes to tea at Harriet's to obtain a commission for her painter husband. Their primitive selves say all things which they would like to, but . . . you know how it is.
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In General





In General


The Hockey, Men's Basketball, Fencing and Shooting seem to have best grounds for optimism. But everyone is out to enjoy Tournament, to play hard, to appreciate AUC's hospitality, and (bouquets to our Delegates for their exhortations) to respect the susceptibilities of the Auckland public.
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NFP Press Reporter





NFP Press Reporter


Is in the middle of his Obstetrics training, so after three deliveries, an exam, and three hours' wrestling with a dud typewriter, is wearily signing off. See you all in Auckland.



Cheerio,


WYN, Beasley.












Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 12, No. 9. August 10th 1949

The Editor Regrets . .





The Editor Regrets . . .



I would like to apologise for the fact that although we obtained far more gen than appears here from CUC it is not printed . . . The rest of CUC's Ren disappeared last Monday night, when a person, or persons, unknown broke and entered Salient room in their glorious wrecking campaign they destroyed the copy that had been sent up from Canta. 
The Land of the Free—36pt Gill Bold—
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CUC Women's Hockey





CUC Women's Hockey



M. Barclay—Left wing and captain. A CUC Blue who is one of the most experienced players in the team. She has a very fine turn of speed which she' uses to her advantage.



A. Weston—Left inner. She is playing a greatly improved game this year.



B. Sparrow—Centre forward. A CUC, OU and NZU Blue who has also represented both the provinces of Canterbury and Otago. She is a tower of strength to the team. Her clever stick work and accurate passing keep the forward line mobile. The team is indebted to her for the stick work she has given them each week in the gym.



H. Grant—Right wing. A fresher who has shown great improvement. Her in shots from the wing are strong and well directed.



M. Smllie—Right inner (!). Another fresher who has played consistently.



L. McDowell—Left half. Her positional play is good but she could back tackle a little more.



P. Connyingham—Centre-half. She could use a little more speed but is always in position and marking her player. She directs the attack cleverly.



B. King—Right half. A promising newcomer to the team. She uses the flick shot to advantage.



N. Vile—Left back. A good positional player who tackles well.



L. Holland—Right back. She has a strong clearing shot and providing a tendency to take flying shots is held in check, she is a sound defence.



A. Herdman—Goalkeeper. She has played some really outstanding games this season. She is never bustled and uses her feet to advantage.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College, Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 12, No. 9. August 10th 1949

CUC Fencing





CUC Fencing


The CUC team is as follows:


	
A. Simmance—a fresher who is now club captain. (Speaks for itself.)

	
D. Caldwell—Runner-up of Varsity Champs. The old man of the club.

	
D. Alexander—Experienced campaigner.

	
W. J. Bourke—New to tournament. Very promising.

	
Sophia Walsh—Presents a wonderful target. New to tournament.

	
Jean Stevenson—CUC representative last year. Vastly improved fencer.
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CUC Soccer Team





CUC Soccer Team


Forwards: E. Black, P. Craighead, R. Furness, T. Sanson, P. Weaver.


Halves: P. Duckworth, A. Mahoney. G. Sharma.


Full-backs: R. Clark, R. Moore.


Goalkeeper: P. Sukolski.


Reserves: S., Matanitobua—doubtless to be one' of the finds of the Tournament.
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AUC Team News





AUC Team News


AUC seem to be keeping their team lists and capabilities 

Top Secret. As yet we have heard nothing from them so we take it for granted that they prefer to remain silent even though they have been very insistent about obtaining VUC gen. Perhaps they feel as VUC usually feels after Tournament, that the less said about their teams, the better.
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Stop Press




Stop Press


T. (Cecil) Rauparaha, who is always a starter, on or off the table, is renowned for keeping his ammunition dry, a strong forcing player, has never been known to pause at first base, and scorning barriers will press on regardless heedless of any combinations, to ultimate victory; he may well be found heading the "finds" of the year's Tournament. He represents VUC in incredible positions, and hopes to make a Blue or two in Indoor sport.
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Let's Get Together






Let's Get Together


This year Victoria's Tournament team does not show as great a promise as last year's Winter Tournament team showed. To be quite truthful, Salient knows very little about the teams, due to the general apathy of those clubs who did not hand in any form guides on their teams. This is a pity because, contrary to general opinion, there are some people around the college who are interested in who are in the teams that will represent the college at Auckland. This is why in some cases all we publish is the team lists as they stand. To those who are going to Auckland I wish them all the best in their various events and hope that they will do their best to bring some trophies home. Remember, you go to Tournament not only to play sport but to meet with other students. Apart from Congress this is one of the very few opportunities that the students from the various colleges can get together. You represent Victoria and it is up to you to meet the 
[
unclear: others,] and by so doing make the link between the colleges forming the University of New Zealand stronger. I hope a good time will be had by all. It was fun in Christchurch last year. I know, I was there.


D. E.D.
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Joynt Scroll





Joynt Scroll



This year's inter-university debating tournament was notable for the success of an Agricultural College (Massey) and the statement by the Judge that the standard of the debate was excellent.


VUC was represented by Mr. M. J. O'Brien and J. D. Milburn who debated with Massey on the subject "That for the solution of New Zealand's Social and Economic Problems New Zealand should adopt a rural bias in outlook and development", a subject that suited Massey down to the ground—and gave ample scope for the Massey leader. Mr. K. O'Connor, to dwell lovingly on the need for us all to return to our "little plots of land"—inevitable anyway—interjection.


VUC outlined the pernicious effects of rural bias on New Zealand's efforts in the direction of social reform thereby convincing the OU yokels (Knox College dwellers anyway) of our Moscow domination.


The award for the best speaker went to J. D. Milburn, of VUC, and would seem to confirm criticism of NZU debating selection this year.


Intending boarders at Knox College next year are advised to contact Mr. Milburn for the inside dope on "How to be a social success at Knox"—an intimate knowledge of the mechanics of "Water Bomb throwing" (as practised at many of our leading primary schools), an ability to withstand iron rations, "lots of cocoa, chaps!" and a teribly earnest look are the main prerequisites.
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[advert]






[image: STUDENTS' FOLIOS with SLIDE FASTENERS from 25/- LANDS for BAGS]




[image: No Student Should Miss One of the most sought-after books of our time "A STUDY of HISTORY" by ARNOLD J. TOYNBEE Abridged by D. C. Somervell MODERN BOOKS ORDER YOUR COPY NOW FROM 48A Manners Street]




[image: GAS THE MODERN FUEL YOU EAT YOU NEED WARMTH HOT SHOWERS OBTAIN: GAS COOKING HEATING Hot Water Appliances from WELLINGTON GAS Co. For all Gas Equipment]




[image: If it's Sports Goods You'll find them at THE SPORTS DEPOT [Witcombe & Caldwell Ltd.] Tel. No. 42-662 45 WILLIS STREET, WELLINGTON "For All Good Sports Goods"]




[image: DB LAGER The Great Favourite WAITEMATA MODEL BREWERY]
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Inspecting a Spectre—carefully







Inspecting a Spectre—carefully



"Socialism will grow and capture the imagination of the students. It will do so because it is true."






James Winchester,

"The Spike",

1949.





The radical-red variety has no hesitation in using arguments for his philosophy which in any other man he would decry as a perversion of intellectual honesty. There is, however, one merit in the dogmatism of Mr. Winchester: once you set out as clearly as he has done that something is true whether it is the fact that two and two make four or the fallacy that socialism is true, the refuge of intellectual licence is gone forever. Something is true at last and the deluded dogmatists are one with Mr. Winchester in his belief that some things are clearly false.



The Rationalists dogmatise their views on the impossibility of dogma and the absurdity never strikes them. Some radicals were once one with them, in this dogma of there being no dogma, but the Redicals prefer to avoid argument altogether. Experience has shown that intelligent and reasonable argument with persons as well practised as themselves and even less so is dangerous. Their way out has been the use of various distracting techniques. One of these has been a great vagueness: words of high emotive value undefined and liberally used like spices in bad cooking. "The People" fight for "freedom" and "democracy" against the "forces of reaction", the "fascists" and "warmongers" for the inevitable triumph of the "people's socialist democracy". Who knows for certain the meanings of any of these words any more than we know just exactly what Mr. Winchester means when he speaks of "socialism"?


A political fresher knows as surely as Mr. Winchester that "socialism" can mean at least three things and since the three of them cannot be wholly true, nor all intended, we are left to decide for ourselves what is meant and what Mr. Winchester would tell us is true. For him the word may have a preciseness of meaning which is satisfying enough to allow him to proclaim its truth without first telling us what he is proclaiming. This is not sufficient for those who may think it false, because they are also sure that some things are true, of which perhaps Mr. Winchester's particular brand of socialism may not be one. You can avoid definition for convenience but once avoided then it is a presumption to try by means as subtle as his to state the truth, the truth to be a word of at least three meanings.






Hobson's Choice?


Can I presume that Mr. Winchester is not interested in key socialism? I think so. Then I am left with a choice between communism, the philosophy of materialism and that other sort of socialism, the politico-economic theory of state of ownership. Communism is a complete philosophy, a totalitarian philosophy which attempts to provide a complete framework for human activity. Socialism, except in the communist sense, does not go beyond state ownership and is therefore a compromise between politics and those other philosophies which may exist where that inherently dangerous idea may apply.


None of the facts in Mr. Winchester's prologue to his ambitious statement quoted above are conclusive evidence for the truth of either of his possible meanings. Persons who may sometimes take that attitude which is later regarded as frightfully right do not necessarily take that attitude because what they believe is wholly true. It may be true; their attitude lends weight to the suggestion, but Mr. Winchester were he on the other side could not be deceived into thinking that it proves anything although he may wish us to believe that it does.


Because a radical sees as an error the poor best of the sincere but misguided Chamberlain, and our fainthearted Press preferred to be fainthearted one cannot jnfer that those of the same mind as Mr. Winchester were wholly right or even alone in their wisdom and even further infer that the Winches trains were right in everything. Many people thought Chamberlain wrong, including Mr. Churchill, who would surely be anti-Winchester.


If George Bernard Shaw on each of seven days published his view on some subject—Indonesia, for example, or Czech democracy—would they not ring round the world? But if he was later proved correct, would Mr. Winchester immediately and without further investigation declare the truth of vegetarianism? I think not.






Cold Shoulders?


This refusal to prove from essentials and by evidence, a legacy from that sort of education which leaves s man with nothing as a basis for thought, is a boon to radicals who can use propaganda methods not based on reason with little fear of contradiction. A critic must have a standard and thinkers principles to work from, but modem education firmly convinced of the omnipotence of not committing one's self leaves minds open to impression by the facile pens and persuasive tongues of the "progressives" who argue with emotion, inference and supreme evasive skill. Objections are rare. Attempts to pin down any orator of Garrett Street to the essentials of Marxian thought or practice were quickly brushed aside with the "down to earth let's talk about bread and butter routine". Progressives fear the spectre of essentials as much as they fear the rare man in the street who thinks.


Deeds do not prove anything but when carefully chosen and emotively presented they give a good impression which is sound politics in this way deeds which cannot be or are not related, and are not the results of the actions of the same forces, can be placed alongside each other and attributed to one force. Thus the spectre of the University red has a curious career which it is suggested is connected with every radical movement in the College. The inference is plain but the connection is not proved in spite of the fact that one of the movers in the radical clubs was later to be a prominent communist. Perhaps some of the Socialist Club's ancestry is traceable through the early radical clubs, but vocal radicals in pre-war years, even those who were against war are not necessarily an indication that Socialism was coming to greatness.


Politics, particularly those political schemes of the Socialists (Winchestrian and others) is in great part a matter of techniques. Providing the right techniques are used on the right people progress is made in a modem University a semblance of reasoned political theory presented with fiery idealism appeals to many of those who think at all. The technique is used to catch them with their enthusiasm getting no outlet, for thereafter there is so much to do in the cause of the party that there is no time to examine that semblance of political theory which was the original enticement nor is there time to examine other political theories which are continually abused within' the party in time the zealots convinced by their own techniques believe everything to be true, particularly since there is some truth in socialism and in communism and their socialism remains with them until its discomfit confirms them in their stubborn and bitter feud or disappears with an extra pound a week and a dress shirt.






Pink Blinkers?


A confirmed socialist sees everything as his socialism wishes him to see it and the result is an essay similar to that of Mr. Winchester's. The facts are all presented as though they tell the history of the spectre of the University Red when in fact they tell the history of the spectre of the University radical. New a radical is a very different person from a redical. Hilaire Belloc is a radical. He is not a socialist. The distinction is quite clear but not to the socialists, not even to those as well read as Mr. Winchester for they believe that the only radicals are socialists. It is true that there are a few who know that this is not a fact, that there are radicals in politics and economics who are not socialists but not only are they dismissed as wrong, they are ignored and refused attention. There are few ivory towers more impregnable than those of the socialists who are so firmly convinced of their righteousness that their zeal shames those others who have many things more valuable and realistic to say. Mr. Winchester is therefore able to write an essay in which radicalism and radicalism are mixed with only a sneaking suspicion that he is deceiving anybody, least of all himself. A curious but unenviable position.


Not that this essayist is unique in his refusal to view facts as facts and his method of argument; Writers in Salient, minor socialists in the People's Voice and journalists in newspapers use the method of argument by inference. It is only that the socialists use it most actively at a University where such arguments should be ineffective that is so surprising. Even this essay gives me more right to make a statement as dogmatic as Mr. Winchester's. It is not aimed to substantiate in every detail such a statement but advances some reasons which enable me to make it, and does not expect an illogical inference from a carefully selected collection of deeds salted with a great deal of emotion.


Socialism may grow and capture the imagination of the students. It will not do so because it is true.


"
Veritas."
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James Winchester,

"The Spike",

1949.





The radical-red variety has no hesitation in using arguments for his philosophy which in any other man he would decry as a perversion of intellectual honesty. There is, however, one merit in the dogmatism of Mr. Winchester: once you set out as clearly as he has done that something is true whether it is the fact that two and two make four or the fallacy that socialism is true, the refuge of intellectual licence is gone forever. Something is true at last and the deluded dogmatists are one with Mr. Winchester in his belief that some things are clearly false.



The Rationalists dogmatise their views on the impossibility of dogma and the absurdity never strikes them. Some radicals were once one with them, in this dogma of there being no dogma, but the Redicals prefer to avoid argument altogether. Experience has shown that intelligent and reasonable argument with persons as well practised as themselves and even less so is dangerous. Their way out has been the use of various distracting techniques. One of these has been a great vagueness: words of high emotive value undefined and liberally used like spices in bad cooking. "The People" fight for "freedom" and "democracy" against the "forces of reaction", the "fascists" and "warmongers" for the inevitable triumph of the "people's socialist democracy". Who knows for certain the meanings of any of these words any more than we know just exactly what Mr. Winchester means when he speaks of "socialism"?


A political fresher knows as surely as Mr. Winchester that "socialism" can mean at least three things and since the three of them cannot be wholly true, nor all intended, we are left to decide for ourselves what is meant and what Mr. Winchester would tell us is true. For him the word may have a preciseness of meaning which is satisfying enough to allow him to proclaim its truth without first telling us what he is proclaiming. This is not sufficient for those who may think it false, because they are also sure that some things are true, of which perhaps Mr. Winchester's particular brand of socialism may not be one. You can avoid definition for convenience but once avoided then it is a presumption to try by means as subtle as his to state the truth, the truth to be a word of at least three meanings.
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Hobson's Choice?




Hobson's Choice?


Can I presume that Mr. Winchester is not interested in key socialism? I think so. Then I am left with a choice between communism, the philosophy of materialism and that other sort of socialism, the politico-economic theory of state of ownership. Communism is a complete philosophy, a totalitarian philosophy which attempts to provide a complete framework for human activity. Socialism, except in the communist sense, does not go beyond state ownership and is therefore a compromise between politics and those other philosophies which may exist where that inherently dangerous idea may apply.


None of the facts in Mr. Winchester's prologue to his ambitious statement quoted above are conclusive evidence for the truth of either of his possible meanings. Persons who may sometimes take that attitude which is later regarded as frightfully right do not necessarily take that attitude because what they believe is wholly true. It may be true; their attitude lends weight to the suggestion, but Mr. Winchester were he on the other side could not be deceived into thinking that it proves anything although he may wish us to believe that it does.


Because a radical sees as an error the poor best of the sincere but misguided Chamberlain, and our fainthearted Press preferred to be fainthearted one cannot jnfer that those of the same mind as Mr. Winchester were wholly right or even alone in their wisdom and even further infer that the Winches trains were right in everything. Many people thought Chamberlain wrong, including Mr. Churchill, who would surely be anti-Winchester.


If George Bernard Shaw on each of seven days published his view on some subject—Indonesia, for example, or Czech democracy—would they not ring round the world? But if he was later proved correct, would Mr. Winchester immediately and without further investigation declare the truth of vegetarianism? I think not.
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Cold Shoulders?




Cold Shoulders?


This refusal to prove from essentials and by evidence, a legacy from that sort of education which leaves s man with nothing as a basis for thought, is a boon to radicals who can use propaganda methods not based on reason with little fear of contradiction. A critic must have a standard and thinkers principles to work from, but modem education firmly convinced of the omnipotence of not committing one's self leaves minds open to impression by the facile pens and persuasive tongues of the "progressives" who argue with emotion, inference and supreme evasive skill. Objections are rare. Attempts to pin down any orator of Garrett Street to the essentials of Marxian thought or practice were quickly brushed aside with the "down to earth let's talk about bread and butter routine". Progressives fear the spectre of essentials as much as they fear the rare man in the street who thinks.


Deeds do not prove anything but when carefully chosen and emotively presented they give a good impression which is sound politics in this way deeds which cannot be or are not related, and are not the results of the actions of the same forces, can be placed alongside each other and attributed to one force. Thus the spectre of the University red has a curious career which it is suggested is connected with every radical movement in the College. The inference is plain but the connection is not proved in spite of the fact that one of the movers in the radical clubs was later to be a prominent communist. Perhaps some of the Socialist Club's ancestry is traceable through the early radical clubs, but vocal radicals in pre-war years, even those who were against war are not necessarily an indication that Socialism was coming to greatness.


Politics, particularly those political schemes of the Socialists (Winchestrian and others) is in great part a matter of techniques. Providing the right techniques are used on the right people progress is made in a modem University a semblance of reasoned political theory presented with fiery idealism appeals to many of those who think at all. The technique is used to catch them with their enthusiasm getting no outlet, for thereafter there is so much to do in the cause of the party that there is no time to examine that semblance of political theory which was the original enticement nor is there time to examine other political theories which are continually abused within' the party in time the zealots convinced by their own techniques believe everything to be true, particularly since there is some truth in socialism and in communism and their socialism remains with them until its discomfit confirms them in their stubborn and bitter feud or disappears with an extra pound a week and a dress shirt.
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Pink Blinkers?


A confirmed socialist sees everything as his socialism wishes him to see it and the result is an essay similar to that of Mr. Winchester's. The facts are all presented as though they tell the history of the spectre of the University Red when in fact they tell the history of the spectre of the University radical. New a radical is a very different person from a redical. Hilaire Belloc is a radical. He is not a socialist. The distinction is quite clear but not to the socialists, not even to those as well read as Mr. Winchester for they believe that the only radicals are socialists. It is true that there are a few who know that this is not a fact, that there are radicals in politics and economics who are not socialists but not only are they dismissed as wrong, they are ignored and refused attention. There are few ivory towers more impregnable than those of the socialists who are so firmly convinced of their righteousness that their zeal shames those others who have many things more valuable and realistic to say. Mr. Winchester is therefore able to write an essay in which radicalism and radicalism are mixed with only a sneaking suspicion that he is deceiving anybody, least of all himself. A curious but unenviable position.


Not that this essayist is unique in his refusal to view facts as facts and his method of argument; Writers in Salient, minor socialists in the People's Voice and journalists in newspapers use the method of argument by inference. It is only that the socialists use it most actively at a University where such arguments should be ineffective that is so surprising. Even this essay gives me more right to make a statement as dogmatic as Mr. Winchester's. It is not aimed to substantiate in every detail such a statement but advances some reasons which enable me to make it, and does not expect an illogical inference from a carefully selected collection of deeds salted with a great deal of emotion.


Socialism may grow and capture the imagination of the students. It will not do so because it is true.


"
Veritas."
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Contributors!



Any articles which you wish printed must be—



	(1)
	Signed personally—if you wish a pseudonym used, say so.


	(2)
	in by the Wednesday night before the issue is doe out—that is one week after the last issue.


	(3)
	in readable form: the staff has no time to spend deciphering copy in hieroglyphics.
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Land of the Free







Land of the Free





The atmosphere of an institution of higher learning somewhat diffuses the glare of the American caste system in which negroes, American Indians, Mexicans, Orientals, Jews, and Italians occupy positions of ascending order, the community fostering the institution keeps these groups focussed in the harsh light of a supposed inferiority.



Here the people boast segregation is unknown. True. There isn't even a place for negroes in the scheme of things in the South, a negro has at least somewhere to go.


A survey taken by some white students shows that none of the city's 15 hotels will accommodate strange negroes. Two say they will if registration is properly arranged or recommended by a white person. Fifty per cent, of restaurants in central Eugene reserved to serve negroes. Another 25 per cent, "discourage" negro patronage.






Out of Bounds


One tavern—the mouldiest, and the proprietor of which was rescued by a negro company in World War I—in 13 opens its doors to negroes. An unwritten "no coloured persons" sign hangs over the entrance to every barber and beautician's shop. But two barber's shops in the near vicinity of the University cut the hair of negro students.


Cabarets, bowling alleys, part of the churches, and the skating rink stand out of bounds for the 150 negro persons in the Eugene areas. Services of doctors and dentists are difficult and sometimes impossible to procure. Negroes are last to be hired and first to be laid off, except in the relatively few instances when they fall under the protection of trade union seniority.


For example, one barber in Eugene exhibited the utmost refinement in ordering me never to return to his shop. It was a three-man shop, the father, whom I thought the owner, the son and a third barber. I had opposition from the son. The father, in fact, had told me to ignore them. One Saturday morning a white student, with whom I am well acquainted, and I went to this shop for haircuts. The father finished cutting my hair before the son the white student's, and I read magazines while waiting. The white student stepped from the chair. "Tell the fellow you came in with not to come back," I heard the son order the student in lowered tones.


"Why, what's wrong?" the student asked.


"We don't want them here."


The student cast his eyes about the shop bewildered and soon met the father's gaze.


"I don't run the shop any longer," the father apologised.


"Well, here's to a better America," the white student said as we left the shop.


This is only one of the common humiliations negroes here and everywhere in America must contend with. Even the dollar the negro spends runs into a colour bar. But the dollars the negro makes for the white man in the fields and factories of America do not carry a stigma.


In a white environment I am always conscious of my race. Discrimination and prejudice are good reminders. No matter what the negro's intellectual, artistic or financial attainments, he will not be accepted in this society. His highest accomplishments will still leave him on the lowest notch of the white scale of values.


Frustrations, anxieties and isolation impel different persons differently according to the total situations. I myself compete fiercely with white students for higher grades. By excelling I hope to demonstrate my innate biological equality, and compensate for a life riddled with indignities. At the same time, I am searching for a way to liberate myself and all my people.


Some submit, some withdraw, and others resort to aggression. The Uncle Toms submit. The Booker T. Washingtons withdraw. And the Paul Robesons attack.






What the Negro Wants


What does the negro want? Charles C. Spaulding, negro president of the North American Mutual Life Insurance Company, a negro business, declares:


"Our capitalistic society in America depends for its growth upon bold young men willing to take a chance on pioneering new fields of service. And it bountifully rewards the skilful pioneer, whatever his origin,


"As for myself, I shall always feel grateful that my ancestors were transplanted to North America. It is the best place in the world that I have found to live and leave one's mark."


Spaulding says, in effect, the negro wants nothing he hasn't already access to. And he would clinch his argument by asking: what does the recent enrolment of hundreds of thousands of negroes in trade unions mean, if not progress?


The World War II years did, of course, open new fields of employment for negroes and broaden existing ones. The same relaxation of employment barriers may be noted during World War I, though to a lesser extent. But between 1920 and 1940 the pre-war employment pattern was reestablished in some fields, moreover, negroes lost ground. For example, the number of negro skilled craftsmen declined.


Negro intellectuals, however, increasingly look toward something outside the present economic and social system, rather than toward the long-promised reforms from within. When the status quo so obviously depends on the Machiavellian device of racialism, its victims are forced to consider ways of achieving equality not provided for under the established order.






Red and Black



I do not offer the following example of the changing attitude of the negro intellectual toward the betterment of himself and his people either us a threat or proof of a popular trend.


It merely indicates, I believe, the irrepressible doubts of the dim present and unending search for a better future. The negro leader of tomorrow is today making up his mind.


A negro friend hastened to me recently displaying scarcely repressed enthusiasm.


"Say," he said, "do you know how the '1947 Negro Year Book' describes Russia? It says Russia is the promised land for the negro."


He had copied two paragraphs of the Soviet Constitution. They read:


"Equal rights for citizens of the USSR irrespective of their nationality or race, in all spheres of economic, state, cultural, social and political life, shall be an irrevocable law.


"Any direct or indirect limitation of these rights or conversely any establishment of direct or indirect privileges for citizens on account of their race or national exclusiveness, or hatred and contempt, shall be punished by law."


"That's the kind of equality and protection I am looking for," my friend said. "And I understand from the 'Year Book' it's really working out."


The next day, just to check on my friend's account of Russia, I glanced into the 'Negro Year Book'. Though I didn't come across any reference to a "promised land", I did discover, among other things, that more than 170 nationalities in the Soviet Union live together in harmony: that Russia's 1000 negroes enjoy real citizenship. The section on Russia, furthermore, stressed:


"The complete equality of all races as an integral element in the beliefs and attitudes fostered by the Government of the Soviet Union."


Nothing has given me reason to believe that the "Year Book" exaggerates or espouses any particular political cause. It simply compiles material illuminating negro life the world over.


I make no comment other than that the negro is thinking, thinking, the long, long thoughts of freedom.


I make no prediction other than that America will be the land where ever man is free.




(This article has had to be abridged owing to shortage of space.

—Ed.)
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I do not offer the following example of the changing attitude of the negro intellectual toward the betterment of himself and his people either us a threat or proof of a popular trend.
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"Equal rights for citizens of the USSR irrespective of their nationality or race, in all spheres of economic, state, cultural, social and political life, shall be an irrevocable law.


"Any direct or indirect limitation of these rights or conversely any establishment of direct or indirect privileges for citizens on account of their race or national exclusiveness, or hatred and contempt, shall be punished by law."
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Salient Furore



The following statement is worth printing to offset the odd—and we mean odd—rumours which have floated round the College about Salient.



After reading the last issue, and in particular the article reviewing Dr. Beaglehole's history of the College, the Principal, Sir Thomas Hunter, withdrew his permission for the distribution of the issue.



He has now made it clear that he will no longer accept personal responsibility for this permission, and the matter will henceforth be decided by the Professorial Board. It will be discussed when the Board meets on August 16.
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Victoria Stands by Peace and WFDY





At a Special General Meeting of the Students' Association on Tuesday, July 26, 1949, there was yet another demonstration of Victoria College's determination to work for peace and international friendship. Amid a clash of opinion that was often intense, the forces of isolationism, under the bankrupt leadership of the Charter Society, endured three outstanding defeats. Victoria has affirmed its faith in world co-operation through the Paris Congress of Partisans for Peace and the World Federation for Democratic Youth, and also its absolute opposition to conscription and war.



First item on the agenda was the motion from the last Exec. (postponed from the Annual Meeting) that the report of our delegates at the Paris Congress be accepted, and the principle of the Manifesto be endorsed. Mover Evison pointed out the significance of the Congress, which represented 600,000,000 human beings. Its aims were, in essence, those of UNO, worthy of every man's support. VUCSA had been the only New Zealand organisation represented, which was something for us to be proud of.






People Want Peace



"The Congress means, chiefly, that the people of the world have expressed their determination to fight for peace," he said, "not to be led by the nose . . . The causes of war—avarice, the desire to oppress peoples for selfish ends—are still with us. But so are the causes of peace, and one of those causes was this Congress. It displayed that the people are strong enough to stop war."



Mr. Goddard seconded the motion admitting that the report was frankly political in parts, just as the question of preserving the peace is. He pointed out the widely diverse and representative personnel of the delegations—the mention of VUC graduate John Platts-Mills, M.P., being greeted with a furore of mingled hysteria and applause.


Raising the curtain for the opposition. 
Mr. Curtin said the report (1) was not logical. (2) was not rational, and (3) did not mean anything. He illustrated by demonstrating, at painful length, his own lack of common sense.






So Do We


"
Are you for peace or against it?" was 
Mrs. Garrett's pointed way of putting the issue. The Communist "Peace Menace" seemed to her inconsistent with the Communist "War Menace" talked about by Mr. Fraser. 
We shouldn't be frightened away from a thing because it meant sharing a bed with Communism.


"The report is (1) not lucid. (2) not accurate, and (3) not direct," snorted 
Mr. Hogg. It couldn't hold water as a legal document. Mr. Cotton claimed that "these Communists believe in Civil War—as in China—but in peace when they would lose by war."



Mr. Cook claimed that the question "Peace or War" was unanswerable, like "have you stopped beating your wife?" 
Mr. Hardle-Boys (a chip off the old block) became very heated in his denunciation of this "Communist peace". "I want the peace of the world" ("great big Peace!" "Peace on you"—interjections.)



Mr. Piper quoted the bitterness of Colonial Delegates in Paris, drawing attention to the fact that there was already war in the world—in Indo China, Malaya, Greece—and the fight for Peace had assumed more real shape in these countries. Mr. Connor shouted "Reds! Reds!" for some time in different keys, and Mr. E. Bobinson gave a very sane summary of the Manifesto as "
A plain statement that the people want Peace. So do we." These sentiments were echoed by 
Mr. Milburn.






And Vote Accordingly



Mr. Evison, summing up before the vote was taken, crushed the alternatively bumble-footed and hairsplitting arguments of his opponents. To criticisms of the Manifesto and Report on grounds of their being "emotional" he answered "
the question of war or peace is something people get emotional about, and so they should."


"We have enough breadth of vision," he continued, "to realise how many shades of opinion there are in the world, and that none is exclusive in the battle for Peace . . . As for "interminable applause', 
the people who want Peace are always willing to applaud a concrete demonstration of determination to fight for Peace, and their applause can have no termination."


The motion was put and carried by 57 votes to 33.






Money


A motion to raise the Asociation's annual subscription, moved by 
Mr. A. Wilson, and seconded by 
Mr. Cotton, led to some heated discussion on the desirability of making membership to affiliated clubs subject to subscription. The matter was finally referred to the finance committee.






That Man Again



Not content with the rebuff received by his attack on WFDY at the Annual Meeting, Mr. V. Henderson once again launched a frontal attack on that organisation.


"Um—er—Mr. Chairman," he began. (Pause.) "In Budapest in Auckland. I mean August . . ." He continued with an attack on VUC delegates to the WFDY festival at above time and place—to wit Ron Smith. Jim Hollyman, and Stew Scoones.


"I know these jokers." he said, "and their views wouldn't represent one-tenth of the members of this Association." Accordingly he moved that "This meeting frame a policy for our delegates at the WFDY festival." 
Mr. J. Hogg seconded.



Mr. Piper agreed to the motion, but asked if anyone had any concrete suggestion. 
Mr. Connor abused the festival as a "Communist Youth Rally". 
Mr. Evlson said there was no intention to foist the views of individuals on the Association, and 
Mr. Goddard moved an amendment, "
That the policy be (1) support for the alms of WFDY, and (2) all previous official expressions or this Association's opinion." The amendment and motion were then carried.






Windy Winding Up


A touch of humour was added to the meeting by 
Mr. R. McDonald, who moved the Association's dissolution—"It is top-heavy and inefficient. The only way to cut the Gordian Knot is to dissolve it."



Mr. Jennings, seconding, asked some questions about the "Balls Of the Tennis Club" (interjector—"What about mixed doubles?"). He also suggested that the congestion on the Association's telephone could be relieved by levying a penny for a three-minute session. (Uproar.) He therefore thought the Association should be wound up. ("And the speaker wound down"


—interjector.)


The motion was put and lost.






Money Again


"
That this Association protests against the use of Public Funds for the pumping of one side in the Conscription Referendum" was the gist of a motion moved by 
Mr. Evison, and second by 
Mr. Milburn. The former pointed out that it 
was no referendum when the Government spent people's money on telling them how to vote.


Attacks were made on the Association's policy towards Conscription. 
Mr. Cook moved an amendment, to the effect that Conscription should have been introduced without a referendum (lost) and 
Mr. Reld moved an amendment that we disagreed with any public moneys being used in "Sectional Interests". 
Mr. Cohen showed that this would prevent the Association from subsidising clubs, and the amendment was lost, and the motion, then passed.
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At a Special General Meeting of the Students' Association on Tuesday, July 26, 1949, there was yet another demonstration of Victoria College's determination to work for peace and international friendship. Amid a clash of opinion that was often intense, the forces of isolationism, under the bankrupt leadership of the Charter Society, endured three outstanding defeats. Victoria has affirmed its faith in world co-operation through the Paris Congress of Partisans for Peace and the World Federation for Democratic Youth, and also its absolute opposition to conscription and war.



First item on the agenda was the motion from the last Exec. (postponed from the Annual Meeting) that the report of our delegates at the Paris Congress be accepted, and the principle of the Manifesto be endorsed. Mover Evison pointed out the significance of the Congress, which represented 600,000,000 human beings. Its aims were, in essence, those of UNO, worthy of every man's support. VUCSA had been the only New Zealand organisation represented, which was something for us to be proud of.
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"The Congress means, chiefly, that the people of the world have expressed their determination to fight for peace," he said, "not to be led by the nose . . . The causes of war—avarice, the desire to oppress peoples for selfish ends—are still with us. But so are the causes of peace, and one of those causes was this Congress. It displayed that the people are strong enough to stop war."
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Not content with the rebuff received by his attack on WFDY at the Annual Meeting, Mr. V. Henderson once again launched a frontal attack on that organisation.
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Mr. Connor abused the festival as a "Communist Youth Rally". 
Mr. Evlson said there was no intention to foist the views of individuals on the Association, and 
Mr. Goddard moved an amendment, "
That the policy be (1) support for the alms of WFDY, and (2) all previous official expressions or this Association's opinion." The amendment and motion were then carried.
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Windy Winding Up




Windy Winding Up


A touch of humour was added to the meeting by 
Mr. R. McDonald, who moved the Association's dissolution—"It is top-heavy and inefficient. The only way to cut the Gordian Knot is to dissolve it."



Mr. Jennings, seconding, asked some questions about the "Balls Of the Tennis Club" (interjector—"What about mixed doubles?"). He also suggested that the congestion on the Association's telephone could be relieved by levying a penny for a three-minute session. (Uproar.) He therefore thought the Association should be wound up. ("And the speaker wound down"


—interjector.)


The motion was put and lost.
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Money Again




Money Again


"
That this Association protests against the use of Public Funds for the pumping of one side in the Conscription Referendum" was the gist of a motion moved by 
Mr. Evison, and second by 
Mr. Milburn. The former pointed out that it 
was no referendum when the Government spent people's money on telling them how to vote.


Attacks were made on the Association's policy towards Conscription. 
Mr. Cook moved an amendment, to the effect that Conscription should have been introduced without a referendum (lost) and 
Mr. Reld moved an amendment that we disagreed with any public moneys being used in "Sectional Interests". 
Mr. Cohen showed that this would prevent the Association from subsidising clubs, and the amendment was lost, and the motion, then passed.
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Handling Halos




Sir,




Your correspondent, "Partisan", shows clearly the errors which come from too rigid an orthodoxy. Marx himself and Engels knew the advantages of flexibility; "Partisan's" writings seem to show what Marx meant when he said that he himself was not a Marxist.


"Partisan" points out that the rise and victory of the middle class was a necessary prelude to the rise and victory of the proletariat, for without a middle class there can be no proletariat. (It has been remarked—Russia is a fine example of this process.) Then he calls Charles I a villain, and Cromwell a hero, because the one opposed and the other furthered the rise of the middle class. But should not "Partisan" go further? In 1835 certain middle class M.P.'s had a new Poor Law passed, which brought sections of the rural workers to actual starvation; Cobbett opposed them because he loved the English peasantry. But such a poor law was (to adopt the Marxist hypothesis) a necessary step in the emancipation of the middle class from state control; with the Reform Bill and the Corn Law repeal it made middle class predominance assured. Will "Partisan" hand the halo to the M.P.'s and send Corbett to perdition? To be consistent, he should. And will he bless those who sought to retain the 16-hour working day, and curse those like Robert Owen who thought that 8 or 10 hours were enough? I think he should, for the middle class was still climbing to power in the 1820's and 30's, and the long working day helped their climb. They had not yet fulfilled their historic mission of calling the proletariat into existence.


This reductio ad absurdum may point to the source of "Partisan's" folly. He is handling (rather clumsily) a key to the historical process which can claim no more than the discovery of facts. The dialectic in itself can provide no basis for value judgments. "Partisan" may reply that the only valid values are proletarian values. And here we meet a fallacy which is not his alone, but the general property of Marxism. Dialectical materialism had perhaps its brightest moment when it showed how values and value judgments arose from the ideology of a specific class, and so from the economic arrangements which gave dominance to that class. There are (to summarise) slave-state values, feudal values, and middle class values, appropriate only to slave-owners, feudal nobles, and the middle class respectively. Values, according to this interesting theory, are wholly and in every way relative. And what of proletarian values? If we are consistent, they arise from the ideology of the proletarian class, and so from certain economic arrangements. They (logically) apply only to the proletariat, and so are completely relative. But Marx wanted to say more than that, and so does "Partisan". He wanted to give eternity to the proletariat, to make their dominance the end-point of the human process, to make their values absolute. A religion could no no less. He acted like a normal conscience-stricken European. But in doing so he threw logic and consistency to the winds, and left his theories in two incompatible parts. There is the determinist view of history, as logical as any historicism ever is; there is further a moral impulsion arising solely from generous feeling. But with all this, Marx didn't fall into the same abyss of error as his disciple, "Partisan", who has added his own confusions. Perhaps he will next give praise to the medieval Christian Church—for the Church helped the feudal nobles to dominance, and so prepared the ground for the rise of the bourgeoisie, who in turn nourished the proletarian plant.



W. H. Oliver.
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