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PEACE, PIES, POLLS—

AGM AGENDA

The Annual General Meeting, 1949, had plenty of importance to discuss. There was mention of
WFDY in the annual report; there was mention of the extension of the term of VUC's representative
on the College Council; there was a report from our representatives at the World Peace Congress in
Paris; odd constitutional amendments on the election system and the system of co-opting to the
Executive. All in all, the sort of thing which in the glorious days of Dowrick and Hartley would

have led to a most interesting affair.

Instead, apart from a few moments, the atmosphere was like a Parish gathering. Admittedly the
night was cold and the upper Gym was not warm; and, of course, there were only 100 present to liven

the thing up.

Thejonly really interesting note was new president K. B, O’Brien’s announcement of the dead-heat
for secretary between Bill Hume and Jim Milburn—a quandary solved by Hume’s election on the foss
of a coin. Interest in the more important things was sporadic except when “that man Henderson”
called for a post-mortem of the Special General meeting on WFDY.

The AGM got off promptly, only
15 minutes late. Before we knew
where we were, the initial business
wag walloped through, and the re-
port and statement of accounts was
under fire; Mr, O'Brien started it by
warning that the Exec. would take
any matter adopted in the report as
a recommendation., So there was a
frantic scurrying through to find any-
thing to disagree with.

Naturally, the first was a question
on the perennial medical scheme—
sub judice, said Mr, O'Brlen. Mr.
Pottinger was informed why the rep.
to NZUSA did not support the sug-
gestion for a chair of theology; Mr. M.
O'Brien had what he took to be dis-
crepancies in the accounts explained
to him; but there was no great heat
or urgency about the matters.

It almost looked as though the
motion *“That this meeting affirms
the practice of bringing all important
matters of policy affecting the whole
associatlion before special general
meetings” was going to rouse inter-
est. But when it was pointed out
that there was already sufficient re-
course under the constitution to call
these without a definite motion to it,
this motion, too, lapsed and was lost.

College Council

Mr. Melling drew attention to a
séction in the report in which the
Exec. recommended to the meeting
the desirability of increasing the term
of the representative on the College
Council in certain circumstances. He
did not agree; the person appointed
was usually a senior student who, by
the end of his term of office, was not
in touch with the life ang activities
To tend the
term further would be to mjake this
position worse, moved that
the sentence making réference to this
be deleted. However, the, chairman

inted opined that this would not

ave the effect of negating the sug-
gestion, so it was changed to an
amendment. Mr. Jenkins supported
this point of view. The value of the
representative on the Counci'l was
that he could put the students’ ideas
clearly. If he were a person who
had been out of touch with the Asso-
ciation for some time, this value
would be lost. In answer to Mr, A.
Wilsen’s question, Mr. Evison and
Mr. Battersby cxplained that the
Exec.'s reason for recommending it
was that the present representative
thought they were just beginning to
get into their stride by the end of
their first term, and only just learn-
ing how to be of use. Moreover,
others thought that the present Col-
lege Council had such a low opinion
of students (“Speak for yourself, Mr,

The following Manifesto for Peace was endorsed by the Exccutive of the
VUC Students' Association at itz meeting on Monday, June £7, 1049, and
was sponsored by lhe Executive for adoption at the Annual Gencral Mecting

of the Association.

MANIFESTO FOR PEACE

WE, students of Victoria Unlversity College, Wellington,
CONSCIOUS of the danger of a new world war which threatens the people of
New Zealand and of the whole world,

CONSIDER It to be our duty as scholars and as cltizens to express our entire
opposition to such a war, and our determinatlon to work for a lasting
peace.

WE RECALL the dark days of the recent war, which brought death, starva-
tion, and untold misery to millions of people. We recall that In thoso
days it became nbundantly clear that in warfare it 1s the people who
suffer. We recall also, that In those days, there was a great longing
for peace, and a desire that when peace came it should be guarded
closely and held fast forever.

WE ARE OPPOSED to talk of war with the Soviet Unlon, The Soviet people,
wheo fought fogether with us In the recent war agalnst faclsm and who
suffered persccution, devastation, and death far more terrible thao we
ever faced, are worthy of our friendship, whatever polltical or economlc
system they choose to llve under.

WE BELIEVE that without this, there can be no hope of peace.

THE PEOYLES of Europe, of Amerlea, of the Soviet Unlon, of Aslu and of
the whoele world, huve no desire for war., We believe that they wish

for peace to live thelr lives without the destruction and dlsaster which
must como with war.

THEREFORE wr state our unequlvocal opposition to all preparations and
plnds for war. Weo denounce all those who, by propaganda, by provoca-
tion, by armument or conspirucy, are attempting to lead the common
people of the world Into a new war agalnst thelr fellow men.

WE BELIEVE that there are no human problems, economic or political, which
cannot and must not be approached and solved peacefully, We there-
fore geaffirm our falth In the United Natlons Charter,

“TO PRACTICE TOLERANCE, AND LIVE TOGETHER IN PEACE
WITH ONE ANOTHER AS GOOD NEIGHBOURS.”

AND WE therefore call upon the Government and people of New Zealand to
throw thelr whole welght Into the Implementation of the princlples of
tho United Ndtlons Charter, and to work for the estublishmesit and
malntenance of peace and friendship mﬁ" the peoples of the world.

Battersby,” said Mr. Evison).that one mendation, and that there was at
removed from them by a year or two present no bar (“Wot, no bar,” asked
would get on better., Mr. Evison Mr, Curtin), no prohibition, went on
pointed out that it was only a recom- Mr, Evison, to appointing the repre-

sentative for any period at all, It
was, however, desired to regularise
the procedure,

On a show of hands—51 to 49—the
amendment was carried and the sug-
gestion from the Exec. was
out gquickly.

Peace Congress
Mr. Evison moved the adoption of

the VUC representatives’ report on
the World Peace Congress. We had
appointed two delegates, Messrs.

Hollyman and Scoones, who were
both in Paris at the time, fo attend
the Congress and to report on it. This
report had now come to hand. Very
full information had been given; this
association was the only organisa-
tion in NZ represented at the Con-
gress. Previous reports in the papers
had tried to belittle the whole affair,
but he asked to have the report taken
seriously. After Mr. Jenkins had
seconded it, Mr. Henderson objected
to adopting the report then and there
on the grounds that it was too much
to consider at once, and that people
should have a chance to look over it.
He had not had any information on
thes Congress, and wished to study
the report. Mr. dJenkins retorted
that the Conpress had already been
given full write-ups in “'Salient,” and
felt that Mr. Henderson should have
read these. However, Mr, Ashton
Cook had Mr. Curtin to lean on, in
his amendment that the report should
merely be reccived,

“This is only dilly dallying."” said
Mr., Evison. The report had been
noted in “Salient”; it had been men-
tioned in the minutes of Exec. meet-
ings. He realised that people should
have time to consider it, but he op-
posed violently anything which might
lead to it being shelved.

An amendment moved by Mr.
G. Goddard and seconded by Mr.
Melling to have the maiter
brought up within n month at a
Speclul General Meeting was dis-
cussed (“Calendar or Lunar?"
usked someone) und poassed.

Manifesto

Mr. V. Henderson is a slow reader.
Or anyway, he objected again to the
discussion of the Manifesto as he had
to the Congress report. This one was
a little shorter, and Mr. Evison mcl
the objection by reading it out (sce
inset on this page) to the meeting.
The Execuytive had already endorsed
the Manifesto, and he thought that
we as students had a duty to lead
the community in such matters. No-
ane oxcept Mr. Battersby and his
seconder seemed to abjeet very much
to the mention of opposing war with
the Soviet Union—for as it was point-
ed out, without that specific mention
at this time, the Manif{esto lost most
of 'its point; became wishywashy,
somecone said. This was our chance
to "make a stand on the matter.”
To oppose war gencrally was a good
idea, thought one speaker, but in the
present strained world relations, what
was needed was an opposition to the
most likely point of conflict. Mr.
Cook did [ee] that it would “gum up”
rclations rather than clear them, but
Mr. Pottinger reminded him that
“Whatever one's ideas on the Soviet
Union arc” it was an ostrich-like
attitude to ignore the fact that there
was the danger ol conflict; this should
be opposed specifically. Mr. Batters-
by's amcndment was lost 38 to 72 on
a division,

Hair Splitting

Mr. Curtin got down to the sub-
ject. While not very clear to follow,
he seemed to be saying that we were
not conscious of the danger of war
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A FREE PRESS?

In this issue, we publish a report of a talk given here at VvuC
by W. J. Scott, on the Americarr Press. Almost at the same time,

newspapers carry brief quotdtions

from the Commission on the

Press in England. And again, at the same time,othe newspapers of
this country carry columns each day on conscription.

From Mr. Scott's comments, and also from the conclusions
reached by the Commission, we can get a clear picture of what is
happening in this country as much as overseas. The Commission
stated that there was no evidence of direct distortion of the truth—
of course there isn't. Nor is there in America, nor in New Zealand.

To distort .the truth is clumsy.
achieve what the Commission in England called *'selection of news";

One needs to alter no facts to

that is, quietly neglecting to mention anything which mightn't go

down so well.

As Mr. Scott said, if the Press can claim to be a servant of the
public, then it must report all sides of the question, and allow each
side equal space in presenting its case. By this standard, no-one
but a supreme optimist would say that the Press either in New
Zealand or overseas is doing that job. If it suppresses views with
which it does not agree—as it is now doing in New Zealand—then

one of the essentials of a democracy is lost.

““The truth, the whole

truth, and nothing but the truth" is an ideal at which our Press can

only gaze from afar.

D. G.

[

when we opposed conscription last
year, bul that we had been told in
the first paragraph of the Manifesto
that we were conscious of it. This
was too much for him to cope with.
He felt that we had either changed
our minds during that pcriod (or
perhaps we hadn't—or something)
but he was in general support with
the idea of the Manifesto while ob-
jecting to specific (did he mean paci-
fic?) points in it.

“It's mostly bosh and twaddle”
opined Mr. H. Connor. Again, he
was nol so clear cn just what was
bosh and twaddle. though he might
have been referring to the world
situation or to something he dis-
agreed with, which had been said
before. He felt that we were in the
samic situation as in the carly 1920s.

The two previous speakers had
been caught in Mr. Cook's gum, opin-
ed Mr. Goddard, There had been too
much ‘crawfishing round the ques-
tion,” he remarked, and he suggested
that the mecting get down to putling
the motion. .

Hair Ralsing

When is war aggressive? And
when is it defensive? These ques-
tions puzzled Mr. M. O'Brien, and
the meeting, too. He wished to have
the Manifesto arnended to oppose ag-
gressive war. DMIiss Martin, however,
suggested that the difference was
gencrally one of opinion. She might
have pointed out that Hitler's thesis
in 1939 was that he was defending
Germany from encirclement—a pecu-
liar kind of defensive war? She fail-
cd to convince Mr. Weblin, though.
Mr. R. McDonald's remarks on the
subject were clearer—he noted that
many wars which had been supposed
to have been aggressive were in fact
defending against an economic at-
tack. The distinction could not be
drawn with any validity.

And the meeting finally got
down to taking Mr. Goddard's
suggestion; the amendment (Mr.
M. O'Brien's) was put and lost
(47 to 61) and the motion for
the adoption of the Manlfesto
was carried.

Home Again

Leaving the world situation, the
meeting moved to the electoral sys-
tem in the assaciation.

Mr. L. Robinson explained the con-
stitutional amendment which he was

moving. There was at present too
much that was haphazard in the
system of voting: a considerable num-
ber of voters listed the first two or
three (and the last two or threc) as
they wished them, and then put the
others in alphabetical order down the
page. He did not think that this
showed a healthy state of aflairs. A
terrific number of man- (and wom-
an-) hours were spent in counting
votes. Mr. Searle, in seconding, was
rather too technical for us to under-
stand, but he thought that those who
had been consulted on the suggested
improvements were in favour of
them; they would give substantially
the same cffect without the draw-
bhacks. “The previous speaker had
pgiven us figures 1o show how many
more hours were taken to count this
year than last year. Were the women
making all this difference?” asked
Mr. Evison, He did not know whe-
ther this matter of man- and woman-
hours could bhe left to the discretion
of the scrutineers. Under the exist-
ing system, though, no-one has to
vote for more than four, and it is
quite valid to fill in only the first
four names. What was the good of
changing the system, then? 1If it
was desired to flll in only the first
four, we might as well have a "first
past the post" system. He suggested
that if people were voting in alpha-
betical order, then only those whose
names came in the first halfl of the
alphabet should be allowed to stand.
He deplored “the cussed ignorance
of those people who don't know the
important people round here. This

moved Mr, K. B, O'Brien from the

chair (warmed for him in the mean-
time by Mr. Battersby) to tell the
meeting that the present system was
“most unsatisfactory.” The voting
paper is not clearly understandable:
the matter of just which preferential
voting system we should use should
be left to experts. He therefore sug-
gested that a committee could be set
up to report on the system and im-
provements which could be made.
Mr. Clayton gpposed the motion, but
was ruled out of order, and the
motion to set up a8 committee to
consider the system was carrled,

Co-opting

At present, if more than two Exec.
members. retire, a third cannot be
co-opted,” but an election has to be
held for that member, and for the

M. I. T. Heath moved the second
amendment to the constitution—to
change this number to three, and so
avoid the necessity for a series of
by-clections, Mr. Mellng appeared
to think that two was a company,
but three a crowd, since he opposed
it, remarking that three co-opted
members, who had not been chosen
by members of the association, was
too great a proportion of the com-
mittee. It was pointed out by Mr.

‘Battersby that the present number

(2) was arrived at in the days when
the Exec, was smaller than it was
now. He did not think.that three
was therefore such a large propor-
tion. The motion was carried.

. . . But Not the President

Miss Martln, who moved the next
constitutional amendment, explained
that it was not the same as the one
which had gone before, Her motion
was, in effect, to make an election
necessary when a president retired
within nine months of his election.
At present, the vice-president was
co-opted if that happened. She did
not think that the vice-president
should be asked to take over this if
he did not wish to, or to face the
responsibility of precipitating a by-
election himself if he refused office.
Moreaver, she thought that it was
unfair to the college to have some-
one who was not directly appointed
by their votes in a position of such
importance. Her cxposition was S0
clear that Mr. Garrett had nothing to
do but to second it, while Mr, O'Brien
left the chair again.

Unbearable?

He noted that it was impossible to
hold elections between October and
March. For that time, then, therc
could be an effective president under
this system. “The nine-months per-
iod” was arbitrary. "“You're in an
impregnable position,” remarked Mr.
Jenkins,) After he had pninted out
what he thought could be impractica-
bilities in the motion, Miss Martin
asked his advice, wnd nn amended
motion to make the election neces-
sary if the situation arose before the
end of the college year was carried.

Off the Record

The meeting then diverted itself
with a discussion of Extrav, It was
decided that, for archive purposes,
each Extrav, should In future be
recorded, as was done this year. This
would make a permanent record 1o
be of uke to future  producers and
casts, Mr, Treadwell picked up his
cue at this, and supportcd the mo-
tion. A suggestion by Mr. Jenkins
that one copy be also given to the

British Museum was ruled out of

order.

On the Table

The cafeteria report was then dis-
cussed, The committee set up at
the last SGM handed in its report:
this opposed subsidising the Caf, and
also opposed the idea of letting the
contract to an outside firm. Mr. K.
B. O'Brien, who ought to know, again
left the chair and explained the pro-
duce mart system to the meeting,
when buying came under discussion.
Mr. Cook, for the committee, ex-
plained that the system of private
contractors would not work here,
though it worked in the railway
workshops, where there was a far
larger turnover (Question from the
floor—"Apple?").

The report und recommendsn-
tlons were adopted by 33 votes
to 28 (It was getting late by
now) and Miss Martln made the
very sensible suggeation that =
dletary expert should be consull-
ed to get better food, even If we
don't get more, This was added
to the recommendations.

““That man’ Henderson was in

agreement, as he sald, with Miss
Martin for the first time In his life.

Water . . .

A belated constitutional amend-
ment to make water polo players
eligible for blues appearéd to meet

two who have already been co-opted. +% with no objections.

e« Weir ...

Inspired by Mr. Jenkins' fervent
plea for the suffering at Weir, moved
by his and Mr. Cameron’s exposition
of the plight of-the bed-and-break-
fasters, and warned by the chair-
man’s remarks, 2 unanimous motion
asking the next Exec. to take an
active interest in the situation was
carried.

. . . and WFDY Again

Mr. (That man) Henderson wanted
to know why sums of money had been
paid out to delegates to attend the

.forthcoming WFDY Congress. He
angrily remarked that this was a
gross breach of trust, since at the
SGM in April, the Exec. stated that
they had made no payment to the
person whom he referred to, in a
singularly insugsli_ng manner, as “that
man Smith.” empers got a little
frayed from here on.

He was sure that the disaffiliation
motion would have been carried if
those present had known that they
were going to pay for “that man
Smith and that man Scoones.” And
so he moved "“that the meeting de-
plored the action of the Exec. and
refused to ratify the payments.”

When Mr, Evison rose to answer,
there was so much noise from the
right side of the hall that he used the
microphone for his speech. He wish-
ed to point out—and did so effec-
tively—that the Exec. could not havg
decided to make any grant before
the SGM since it had already decided
to pass the matter to the association
to consider. But when the SGM had
decided to remain affiliated, then
there was only one course to take.
that which we took with any other
body to which we were affiliated--
give token grants to delegates to
attend. "Is it normal to pay thesc
token grants?” he asked. “Yes, of
course.” We did this when Mr.
O'Brien went to the NUAUS confer-
ence in Australia, and we had done it
many other times. If we could afford
£20 per vear to send someone to Aus-
tralia, then we could afford the small
sum it would cost each year to send
delegates to these conferences at
three-year intervals. Mr. Smith was
going, and we should, in normal de-
cency, pay him something towards
his expenses.

A fair amount of acrimony was
cxhibited at this stage, Mr. Batters-
by supported the payment, though
he deplored the affiliation and said
so heatedly. Mr. Pottinger supported
Mr, Evison with less qualification,
and Mr, Piper took exception to the
references to “‘that man Smith" and
“that man Scoones.” This did not
deter “that man Henderson”™ from
using the same terms again when he
exercised his right to speak after the
closure motion had been carried.
However, that motlon was lost (no
division), and from there on the
meeting was lesg interested. Mr. W.
McLeod (note the name) moved that
the association be represented in
those who were opposing the rise
mooted in tram fare costs, and this
was to be acted upon. A question
was asked as to whether the Exec
would study Zoo meat being used in
the Caf.; and Mr. Garrett moved
that, as a practical measure to get
over the present very grave danger
to students at the Salamanca Rd.
bend, the Exec. members institute a
roster system to have a school traffi
patrol there, and that a supply o
white coats and stop signals be pur-
chased for the purpose, Unfortu-
nately, both this and the traditlonal
brass spittoons were ruled out of
order. '

The new Exec., announced after
Mr. O'Brien had been given both
literal and figurative bouquets for his
work, is as follows:—

Presldent: K. B. O’'Brien.
Vice-Presidents: I. T. Heath, A.
Pearce.

Secretary: W. Hume. -

Men's Committee: V. Henderson,
L. B. Piper, C. Pottinger, L.
Robinson.

. ]
Women's Committee: A, Cook, B.
Holm, J. Murray, J. Scott.
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WHEN IT'S GOOD ...

Scott Talks On The American Press
The standard of reporting in such newspapers as the “New

Yo

Scott In an address on ‘“The American Press.”

Times” is probably the highest in the world, said Mr. W. J.

But the influence

of such papers was confined to a very small proportion of the

population; the majority were fed on sensationalism and
tion from the important issues in their own society.

distrac-
And the

standard of the worst reporting there would make our worst look

like a parish magazine.

Mr., Scott, who has recently re-
turned from the States, made a
pretty impartial study of the press
of that country: those who know him
realise his qualifications to speak on
the subject.

The whole set-up of the American
Press, in such a huge country, is nat-
urally most complicated. But it was
possible to get a general picture of
the situation. The Press is, in
America as cverywhere else, an in-
dustry — there, it is one of the
major industries, depending for its
profits first on advertiscments, and
second on sales. This is even truer
in America than in England or New
Zealand. It is the great champion
of the American Way of Life (always
discussed there in capitals) and of
Free Enterprise. Of the latter, Mr.
Scott said that it was almost one
+ of the indiscussable things—too sac-
red, to question. Thus a powerful
Press upholding these things moulded
American sentiment and attitudes.
If the Press anywhere claims that
it is a public servant, then it must
do certain things. It must report
truthfully; it must give the correct
amount of emphasis, giving maore
space to important issues than to
trivial ones; it must allow all sides
of the argument to be printed; and
it must allow all sections of society
to represent their opinions accur-
ately to all others.

Truth?

The “New York Times" during the
United Nations session in Paris last
vear, gave verbatim reports of the
whole addresses given by the Rus-
slan, Amerlcan, British and other
delegates. Such complete reports
were not—and could not—be ques-
tioned. It also gave the full text of
all the notes exchanged over the
Berlin -issue. This paper, of course,
is very big, having up to 80 or 100
pages every issue. It printed articles
in detail on everything from archi-
tecture to polls, and unlike almost
every other paper in America, it
carried no “funnies” {(an inaccurate
word, he thought).

But what is the fate of this paper?
Its readers are confined to the bet-
ter educated middle class in and
around the city; the others—the
greAt majority—read the “News'”
“Mirror,” “Journal American,"” or
the *World Telegram.”

The “enormous distraction” pro-
vided by these papers is not realised.
Everything is given-in bricf, nothing
is fully trecated '‘cxecpt the latest
sensation, and there is one every
edition.”” The reporting of court
news is almost indistingnisiable from
the short stories in the senshtional
magazines; it was so lurid that all
night queues to attend the latest
mutder trial are nothing wunusual!
And there must be 10 who read these
papers for every one who reads
papers like the "New Yeork Times.”
“Crime, scandal, and oddities” crowd
out the giving of important news.

Slant?

The emphasis all the way is on
the sensational. There is much more
discussion in the better papers than
in New Zealand, though the letters
are relatively few; there are, of
course, many more papers and thus
a greater number of channels for
expression. . But in the news, the
achievements of America are stress-
ed—"Lindbergh the first to fly the
Atlantic” said one paper. And, of
course, it is taken for granted in
the papers read by most, that
American know-how was solely re-
sponsible for the atomic bomb, An
instance was a story in “This Wesak"

read by 7,000,000 at least, called
“Only in America,” which told how
a European war bride in America
feared for her husband's life because
she knew that he had voted for the
party which had not won in an
clection. He, of course, laughs at
this. ‘This, the story pointed out
proudly, could happen “only in
America,” So could this kind of
story. And while the papers print
this, they neglect unpleasant facts in
their own society. When the Na-
tional Commisslon Investigating
Nepro segregation In  Washington
published its startllng report, the
popular papers gave It little notlce,
and It passed out of hearing smartly.
This sort of sliding over unpleasant
focts Is made easier by the distrac-
tion which fills most of thelr Press.

The Fourth Estate

Are the papers open for anyone
to spcak? Can anyone get into the
newspaper world? ertainly—if
there is cnough money behind him.
The number of papers in America
has been steadily decreasing; there
are less papers for more people, and
it is becoming increasingly costlier
to start one, Large companies con-
trol the Press, radio and film—often
tied companies.

Advertisements

“The advertisement is the greatest
single educative force in America”
said Mr. Scott. They are aimed at
the women who dominate the whole
sovial life and structure; the main
return for the paper is made on
advertising, and it dictates the tone
of almost all papers. Of the maga-
zines, anyway, it could be said that
the stories which they printed were
nothing more than advertisements
for the advertisements. What one
should wear, eat. sleep in .drive in,
think about, shave with, are all
taught by advertisements.

Funny — Peculiar?

The *“funnics” have an immense
circulation, from Truman down.
Their influence cxtends through all
ages, over the 100,000,000 or so
people who read them. And what
is their attitude?

It is convincing evidence of the
low standard of education in America
to see these comics, They provide,
in fact, “phantasies for the psycho-
lorically and emotionally frustrated.”
They echo the current attitude which
makes fun of the father and cxtolls
mother: they show viclence, poke
ridicule at anything in the slightest
“highbrow,” “They give unaffect-
edly the standards and attitudes of
the lowbrow.” Their language is
“incredible.” An cxample which was
read out convinced anyone who
might have had doubts.

Force

America 1s eduocated through 1ts
papers, magazines, advertlsements.
And these are all “aggresaively
lowbrow,” emphaslsing sensation,
neglecting the many sores of their
own soclety, providing an immense
distroctlon. Not a happy plcture!
The best of the papers have little
effect and .- the worst, like the
“Chicago Sun-Times,” which Mr.
Scott thought just about the lowest
he had met, are read by millions.
Though there is no direct central-
ised ownership, the spread of syndi-
cated columns providing attitudes
ready made eff
sentiment on The American Way of
Life which deals shortly with criti-

t a standardised

In the “Dominion.” 21st June, appeared a write-up of Dewey’s

speech demanding

“closer relationship, greater give and take

(Marshall Plan?) and greater interdependence of the five still free
continents — Western Europe, Africa, the Americas and Aus-
tralia.” Strange that in four out of these five free continents there

is a colour problem.

Further, lhe say, “It is time we lifted our sights-and viewed

the world as a whole.

We have concentrated on Europe while

Asia has been going under, and the Communists have been busy
working on Africa.” At last someone has admitted, although in a
reversed truth, that our Press's preoccupation with the Berlin
blockade has been to cover up our statesmen'’s anxiety over trouble-
some natives in Africa and South-East Asia.

Press clippings or . ..
| COMIC CUTS

Directly under this report is one
quoted from the “New Statesman
and Nation” which describes the
government in one of the above-
named free continents—South Africa.

The Divine Right . . .

In describing the Republican Con-
stitution published with Dr. Malan's
consent in 1942, the reporter ex-
claims: .

“This extraordinary document,
which proposes to make the Presi-
dent ‘directly and only responsible
to God,' rules out Parliamentary rc-
sponsibility, and divides the inhabit-
ants of the Union into two classes
—burghers and subjects. Negroes
and Indians, of course, remain sub-
jects. White people, however, are
recognised as burghers ‘if it can be
expected they will act as builders-up
of the nation.'"”

Since 1942 we have -had in our
midst a country whose freedom
would happily be attributed to God.
I wonder who of God's satellites is
responsible for picking “builders-up
of the nation, and in what guise
was the holy messenger who chose

Dr. Malan as God's successor to
Hitler?
All Whites
In a later “Dominion,' a three-

column heading is devoted to our
All Blacks., explaining loudly that
their defeats have been due vari-
ously to illness, accident, and cli-
mate, not to mention hospitality (no
doubt arranged by Africa's fifth
column).

Under a rather smaller heading
are the results gained by our, till

#

Ham For Sale

On July 15 the Drama Club will
present a grand premicre perform-
ance in the Little Theatre of two
onc-act plays, This one-act play
evening  will provide some of the
most hilarious entertainment cver to
he staged in the College. On that
auspicious occasion the 1wo playvs
to be produced are “The Wedding,™
by Tchekov, and “A Phoenix Too
Frequent,' by Christopher Fry.

*The Wedding" is a farcical com-
edy and its characters spring straight
from the gilt-framed portrait of our
Victorian ancestors—aspidistras and
all. When Nastasya Timoleyevna
arranges for a ‘“general” to be
present at the nuptial feast of her
daughter, in order to lend tone to
the proceedings, the result is catas-
trophic hilarity.

“A Phoenix Too Frequent” is a
highly satirical comedy. sct suitably
in post-war ancient Ephesus.  Set
in a tomb it contains a delicious
mixture consisting of a spot of phil-
osophy, p, dash of death, all subttly
toned ir&‘a backgrou~d of mourn-
ing and love; the whole refuting
Marvell's famous lines:

“The grave's a fine and private place,
But none, I think, do there em-
brace."
We recommend this entertainment
to you.

then, victorious DMaori team. So
although the Trade Unionists forgot
their threats of intervention with the
All Black team's transport, we are
not deprived .of our quict leer.

But this kow-towing of New Zea-
landers to another country's base-
ness does not stop at this. Here is
a complaint from a New Zealand
engineer working in South Africa.
It is not the Kind of thing the Press
would publish.

He has a good position, but feels
that, for the sake of his children's
education, he must come back to
New Zealand. For, as soon as his
five-ytar-old is ready to toddle off
to school, he must be provided with
a little black boy. Even at that age,
a Sahib will lose prestige if he is seen
to carry his own books.

(It is knowing this that I can now
understand the look of incredulity
and horror on the face of a newly
immigrated little Sahib in one of
amy classes when 1 asked him to
clear; the paint off the desks in his
row,

Matchless

As a final pot to this pourri must
be included an insert by, I wonder
whom? —in this wise: “Do your
matches fly ofl their heads and burn
vour clothes? For this matchless
situation the only remedy is to vote
for a change of government at the
next cleetion.” And I've been think-
ing all this time that those incen-
diary matches were from Moscow!

P. R. SEARELL.

Answers To
Correspondents

A letter has been received, un-
sirned, from “amangle debelsh.” This
correspondent should note that “Sali-
ent” has neither a children’s corner
nor a gossip column.

CHARTER SOCIETY

MAJOR-GENERAL

KIPPENBERGER

Speuks on

CONSCRIPTION

WEDNESDAY, 13th July,
Al at 8 p.m.

SCM AND SOCIALIST
CLUBS

PLEASE NOTE:
(=] - -
A Chance for Discussion
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This is the third part of Paul Zilch’s outline of the position of negroes in the

LAND OF THE

One may never experience the company of socially exalted circles such as these fraternities,

without objecting too much, if that exclusion does not lower him in the eyes of all society.

The

racially restrictive policies of fraternities, however, slash negroes to an inferior biological status.
They perpetuate and intensify the prejudices and discriminatory practices that have made us second-
rate citizens at and outside this University.

I say fraternities are vicious. Young
Americans learn that brotherhood is
confined to the brotherhood of a
master race—the Aryans.

The 21 f(raternitics and 16 sorori-
tics on this campus with a member-
ship of approximately 2000, embrac-
ing more than onc-third of the total
cnrolment, cannot cscape the fact
that they identify brotherhood with
a superman concept, and neighbourli-
ness with a penthouse vision “of the

world. But an editorial in the April,
1947, issue of "Bank's Greek Ex-
change' attempts to do just that.

"Some say that the movement to
abolish fraternities, which is being
rather vigorously pressed at the mo-
ment on the eastern and western
seaboards, was started by those who
are seeking a change in our form of
government.

“Articles antagonistic to college
fraternities are appearing on.a num-
ber of academic and scholarly publi-
cations. The authors’ names in some
cases have a foreign sound, which is
suspicious, at least . . .

“If our government is worth fight-
ing for. then the institutions which
support it and thrive under it should
fight those clements trying to destroy
]

“If college students are not allow-
cd to choose their close friends and

associates, then it is not a step to
the complete regimentation after
college . . . "

Subversive?

Do you want [raternities abolish-
cd? Do you have a foreign sounding
name¢? Do you refuse to support a
government that rules according to
colour of skin? Do you cling 1o the
belief that Iree choice and segrega-
tion are not synonymous? If you
do, then obviously you are secking
to change or destroy ‘our form of
democracy.

If it is subversive to want to
abollsh segregation and discrim-
inution, I may be accused of such.
If W povernment depends on the
support of Instltutlons that
thrive on easte princlples  dis-
avowing the Bl of Rights, then
I am ngainst both those institu-
tions and that government,

I am the one regimented before,
during and after college. 1 am not
permitted to choose friends and asso-
ciates on a basis of equality from
among all citizens of this country.

No-one can deny that the third of
the student body pledged to fraterni-
ties and sororities are a powerful
minority. They shape group mores,
dominate social and political activi-
ties and, through wealthy parents in
high places, influence administrative
policies of the University. Fraterni-
ties spearhead the polished Jimcrow
thoughts and deeds of America's
olite.

I sirike hard against these Sso-
called fraternal organisations be-
cause, as corrupters of American
youth, they perpctuate traditions and
practices as no individual can. The
fraternity systern encourages and
strengthens individual and institu-
tional attitudes of ‘“white" “Chris-
tian" supremacy. This system, ac-
cording to my observations, is one
of the accepted respectable ways to
go about destroyinz democracy.

By now, you may be wondering
where negroes fit in at American
universities. Do we have any inti-
mate relationships with white stud-
cnts?

I have a dozen or so white ac-
quaintances on this campus. With
several others I am friendly, but not
intimate. The University has, in my
opinion, a4 number of seasoned blgota
a larger number who “tolerate” a
minority, and a f[ew who strive to
understand the other fellow,

Seminars with white students
never develop beyond an academic
relationship. The white students at-
tend for the nurpose of scholastic re-
view only; upon completion of our
joint study, they go their way and I
go mine.

I have received no invitations to
the homes of white students. But
sometimes I go to Friendly House, a
non-partisan organisation just off
campus that extends a friendly wel-
come to all.

The inside of a [raternily or sor-
ority house is as unknown to me as
the inside of the nation's gold vaults
at Fort Knox.

Opportunity?

Students have generally not been
hesitant about sitting next to me in
class. and, as far as I have observed,
none of my instructors follow dis-
criminatory scating practices,

I scem to be, however, a curiosity
to many of my fellow students, and
several of my instructors. A few
ask bluntly why I'm going to college,
and just what sort of job I expect to
get—me, a negro.

g P

S
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Li One of the most sought-after books of our time
“A STUDY of HISTORY”
g ARNOLD J. TOYNBEE
Abrldged by D. C. Somervell

ORDER YOUR COPY NOW FROM

{ 48A Manners Street }

No' Student Should Miss

One night, a white acquaintance
and I were studying German toget-
her. Both of us received high grades
in this course.

“What are your plans for
future?” my classmate inquired.

“I hope to tcach, do research in
psychology, or study medicine,” I
answerod.

*If I were a coloured person I
wouldn't make too many plans, or
set my ambitions too high,”” he ad-
vised. “Even if you're as smart, you
can't get the same Kind of job as
me."

“Well. what should I do?"” I asked.

“You'd better go to another coun-
try."

“Where?"

“] don’'t know exactly, but any-
place there isn't any prejudice,” he
said.

Numerous whites will greet me
with a cheery hello and a flashy
smile when we pass on the campus.
But if the student is a man, perhaps
he will not sec me when his girl
friend is along.

Once, at a social gel-together, a
white student eagerly expounded to
me at great length his political views
and ambitions. He was violently op-
posed to alien, anti-capitalistic doc-
trines, Yet since then I have passed
him shoulder to shoulder a dozen
or more times without a flicker of
reccognition animating his face. He
just stares straight ahcad as if I
were an open doorway.

I have much more respect for the
person who never speaks at all than
the one who speaks at length for one
time and never again, or the one who
speaks only when he thinks he w on't
be embarrassed. I'm always willing
to go half-way, but 51 per cent. of
the way is too far for me,

To be completely fair, nevertheless.
I must remark that several of my
male acquaintances speak no matter
where or by whom accompanied.

Cold Shoulder

It Is the exceptlon rather thun
the rule when u white girl gives
me i smile or a greeting, Such
pressure op-

the

tremendous soclal

poses relationships between negro

men and white girls that scarcely

# single co-ed dares stray from

the non-recognitlon path in pub-

lic.

Without dating, the American Uni-
versity would be as popular as a
state prison. Negro men at Oregon
date little this yecar, seldom at any
time openly, because of the absence
of negro women and the special
circumstances that made dating with
several white women easily possible
the preceding few years.
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_negroes.

What I now relate may seem teg
contradict my account of friendships
with whites, and unwillingness to go
more than half-way. Yet so strong
is the desire for the company of
women that contradictions in behavi-
our inevitably arise.

My first year at Oregon was the

- final one for g negro family, a stud-

ent and his wife and child, who occu-
pied a small tan house adJacent 10
the campus.

Half-a-dozen men and an equal
number of white girls congregated at
this home at lcast several times a
week, sometimes part of them every
day. Occasionally a white married
couple and one or two white men
students would drop in to add to the
company.

Here we celebrated birthdays, the
finish of exams., danced, had a drink
or two at times, joked and laughed.
When the weather was fine, we often
travelled into the country on picnics.

Inside the house, or alone by our-
selves in the country, all of us were
outwardly gay and relaxed, and on
extremely friendly, if not intimate,

terms. Yet just under the surface,
tension stretched the relationships
taut.

Once 1 tried to arrange a meeting
in the city with one of the girls of
whom I was rather fond.

“INo,” she said, “we've got to play
the game carefully. I don't like the
rules of socicty, but I've more to lose
than you if we're caught breaking
them."

We never accompanied the girls on
campus. If you met one of them
alone, she would greet you. If she
walked with others, she would give
a weak hello, or avoid speaking alto-
gether.

In other words, we were strangers
until we entered that small tan
house, Then all barriers broke,

When the school year ended, and
the negro who rented the house
graduated and left Eugene, our
circle, not having a place to meet,
scattered. 1 was not very sorry in
most ways.

The whole relationship constantly
recminded me of the one between
Bilbo, late red-haired, red-nosed.
ranting US senator, and his Missis-
S1Ippi negro constituents — the few
who ever got near a political meeting
or a polling booth.

“I've no grudge against you folks.”
he would tell a small roomful of
"I don't appear to be a
friend to you in public because the
prejudices of the white people round
here won't let me. But I want you
to know that I'm really your friend
no matter what 1 say to them.”

The general attitude of white girls
towards us is summed up in a little
incident that happened in January.

Snow fluttered through the air as
I crossed the campus between the
education building and the library..
Three girls plodded just ahead of me.

“A coon,” one said after a back-
ward gilafice.

“Uh, uh,” the other two nodded in
agreement,

The attitude of white men towards
negro men mixing with white women
reveals itself in an account passed
on to me by a white acquaintance.

A friend of mine und his fian-
cee, who wus on frjendly terms
with several negro familles In
Portland, attended a party at »
negro home. The flancee had
always denled racial blas, in any
form, and was devoted to a re-
liglous sect which boasted strict
adherence to the ways of Christ.
His bride-to-be danced with one
L d -the negro men.

“I could have them

both,"” he admitted.

killed

[ Thia xeriea of articles il be comple fed
in the nert igsue of ** Salient,'’)
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It is approaching four years since
VvJ-Day. What better time than now,
for a stock-taking of where we have
been going since then? Four years
is not such a long time in the memory
of most of us.

Tenr years back: 1939, One re-
members a grey morning in Septem-
ber, after listening half the night to
Daventry. The country at war. Would
it be for six weeks, or longer? Could
we hope for victory? One remembers
the long years that followed. The
news of air-raids on British cities,
with thousands of civilian casualties;
the endless processions in column-of-
threes down Customhouse Quay to
the railway station.
roughness of new uniforms; the as-
sault courses—In! Out! On Guard!
The crowded transports; sand in your
bullybeef, or the clammy heat of
jungles; the nightmare of battles.
For others, the endless casualty lists,
the patriotic fund drives; the black-
out; the long hours worked in vaca-
tions .

Gradually a dim hope growing into
brightness, and with it the formula-
tion of war aims. The Atlantic Char-
ter; the Teheran agreement; the Mos-
cow conferences; the plans for peace;
world friendship; brotherhood; toler-
ance; peace for ever! Why not? We
were paying for it! If only the war
would end.

And finally, in a shell-torn Italian
town, or in the mouldy damp of a
Jjungle camp, or in the anxious aus-
terity of civilian New Ze¢aland, the
sudden news of pecace. Pinch your-
self, it's true! Rejoice! Home's the
caper! Waiting at the wharf gates,
or straining the eyes for the first
glimpse of a New Zealand headland.

Sentimentality? Certainly. There
was scntimentality during the war
too. There is a need for it at times.

Where have we gone since then?
Raise your eyes for a moment from
the belligerent headlines and look
around. We have travelled a long
way since 1945; In those days it
was almost criminal to be cynical.
Today it takes courage not to be
cynical, It was our intention to
build a peace in which all people
would live in freedom. The Soviet
Union was to be an honoured part-
ner in peace, as it had been an hon-
oured partner in war—regardlesa of
a Communist Government. We
caught a vision then of a world in
which all States and peoples, even
Socialist ones, would have our re-
spect.

The vision is being taken from us.
We are being told that the ideas
born and tried in battle were
groundless; empty fantasies. Roose-
velt is forgotten; no longer the prac-
tical architect of peace, but the un-
realistic dreamer. Shades of Wil-
son! We have to remind ourselves
that peace is essential, and that it is
still our aim.

By whom and for whom must such
a peace be won? Not by the states-
men, not by the generzals nct by the
newspaper editors, not ¥y the For-
eign Office officials nor by profes-
sional politicians—but_ by the people,
by the ordinary peogfe of the world
themselves, It rests with the fac-
tory workers, with the {armers, with
the professional people, with house-
wives and students, to determine
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WORLD CONGRESS
FOR PEACE

LEST WE FORGET

We of today—together with our Allies—are passing through a period of

supreme test.
and of our essential democracy.

It is a test of our courage—of our resolve—of our wisdom-—

If we meet that test—successfully and honourably—we shall perform a
service of historic importance, which men and women and children will honour

throughout all time.

In the days and the years that are t
honourable peace, a durable peace, as t

victory in war.

me we shall work for a just and
sy we work and fight for a total

We can and we will achieve such a peace.

We shall strive for perfection.
we shall still strive.

We shall not achieve it immediately—but
We may make mistakes—but they must never be

mistakes which result from faintness of heart or abandonment of moral

principles . . .

And so today in this year of war, 1945, we have learned lessons—at a
fearful cost—and we shall profit by them.

We have learned that we cannot live alone at peace; that our owh well-
being is dependent upon the wellbeing of other nations, far away, We have
learned that we must live as men and not as ostriches, nor as dogs in the

manger.

We have learned to be citizens of the world, members of the human

community.

We have learned the simple truth, as Emerson said, that “the only way

to have a friend is to be one.”

We can 'gain no lasting peace if we approach it with suspicion and

mistrust—or with fear.

We can gain it only if we proceed with the under-

standing and the confidence and the courage flowing from conviction.

From Presldent Roosevelt's last Innupural nddress

betore Congpress, 1945;

printed In “Salient™

Aprll, 19435,

whether and in what way the peace
will be won. Is not the very test
of democracy the ability of the gov-
erned people to assert their desire
for peace and tolerance, irrespec-
tive of what is said or done by the
statesmen and the newspapers?

The odds are weighted. Today the
whole power of press and propa-
ganda is being used against the idea
of peace and tolerance, to shake
the confidence of the people in the
ideals for which the war was
frought. Today even the memory of
the Atlantic Charter and the Tehe-
ran Agreement is being destroyed.

There is one way of defending
peace against thdése who do not
desire it or who have forgotten we
want it. That is for the people of
the world to raise their voice and
demand it; for them to take up the
task of cementing friendship, toler-
ance and understanding between the
people of different race and poli-
tics. Unrealistic? Impossible for
such a thing to be done independent-
ly of governments and treaties?

Just such a task has been achieved

the World Congress for Peace
held in Paris last April, Delegates
from seventy-two countries, repre-
senting six hundred million people—
one-third of humanity—attended the
Congress, and discussed their prob-
lems, their differences, their sympa-
thies, and their common desire for
peace. The Victoria College Associ-
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ation was the only New Zealand or-
ganisation represented there, through
our delegates, Messrs. K. J. Holly-
man and S. T. Scoones, graduates of
this College. Victoria College stu-
dents can be proud of the lead they
have thus given te the rest of the
country.

The comprehensive and informa-
tive report that we have received
from our delegates shows that this
was no idle talking-shop. The Con-
gress did not seek to hide the differ-
ences between the countries of the
world. There was criticism alike of
the Atlantic Powers and of the So-
viet Union. There were speeches by
Calvinists and by Catholics, by Lib-
crals and by Communists, The:
Congress brought forward the im-
portant problems in the world today:
the unemployment brought to the
European peoples by Marshall aid;
the bitterness of coloured peoples
fichting for their independence
against Colonialism in Algeria, Vict
Nam and Indonesia; the menace to
peace of military alliances, of arma-

ments races and of atomic bomb
stock-piles; the rearmament of West-
ern Germany and of Japan, and the
return to prominence of public life
in Germany, France, Italy and other
countries, of war-time collaborators
and Nazis.

It would be a mistake to suppose
that the Congress was all plain sail-
ing. There was plenty of opposition
to it. In some countries this took
the form of limitation or refusal of
visas for dclegates, as in France and
the United States. In other coun-
tries, such as our own, jt took the
form of a press blackout, except for
the accusation wusually levelled at
those who scek an understanding
with socialist countries—that of
Communist domination. But in spite
of this, we now have a first-hand
account of the Congress. Our dele-
gates' report is the subject of a
special report from the VUCSA Ex-
ecutive, for distribution to .all stu-
dents. Within three weeks a Special
General Meeting of the Association
is to be called to discuss our attitude
to this report. It will then be our
turn to face these issues, as they
were faced at the Congress, and to
demonstrate that we are capable
of that breadth of* outlook which will
allow political, racial, and cconomic
differcnce to exist without making
them a reason for war.

Roosevelt is dead: but the ideal he
spoke for must not be allowed to die.
We ™ of today also arc “passing
through a period of supreme test.”
The test for us is whether we can
maintain in our day the will for
peace which four years ago was paid
for in lives. Shall we heed the
AManifesto of the Warld Congress for
Pecace. the unanimous voice of the
representatives of six hundred mal-
lions:

“Let the women, let the mothers
who carry the hope of the world.
know that we consider it a sacred
duty to defend the lives of their
children and the security of their
homes, May the youth of the world,
no matter what their political opin-
ions or religious belicls, hear us and
unite to lift the shadow of war from
the paths of their young lLives.

“The World Congress of Defend-
ers of Peace solemnly proclaims that
the defence of Peace is henceforth
the concern of all peoples. In the
name of the 600 million represented
here, the World Congress of Defend-
ers of Peace sends this message to
the peoples of the varth:

"Courage, and again courage!
"We have met.

“We have understood ench other.

“We are ready and resolved to
win the battle for peace. which
means to win the battle for life.”

—H.C.E.

from the

WAITEMATA .,
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THE CROSS

AND CONSCRIPTION

In a sense, the issue of peace-time -conscription as such has
little significance to those holding the following view, if it implies
that to vote “against” means that one may, however, be in favour

of conscription in time of war.,

Nevertheless, to vote for peace-

time conscription ipso facto signifies agreement with the principle
of preparng for, and fighting in, a war. Such a principle will now
be opposed along the lines of the Christian faith,

To view the subject from the be-
ginning it is necessary to realise
that man is, on his own, primarily
cvil and corrupt.~ This state is not
complete, and it has partly redcem-
ing aspects to it, but it is predom-
inant, and behind the vencer of an
advancing civilisation are the factors
of greed, hate, pride and thirst for
power. These express themselves in
familiar ways and periodically on a
large scale, such as in totalitarian-
ism, imperialism, and the e¢vents
which lcad up to. and are performed
in, war. T. H. Huxley, though agree-
ing with Christians on very few
things, stated in his “Evolution and
Ethics” that he was forced to share
the Christian pessimism over human
nature, -Christians believe that man,
uninfluenced by that which will now
be briefly described, will retrogress
and finally suffer complete extine-
tion of body, spirit and soul. There
is, however, the fact of this influence,
which is the activity of a loving God
to save man, from the destruction
to which his own choice of attrac-
tive, but deadly, evils will lead.

The Task

To perform this task God sent His
Son, Jesus Christ, as a man upon
earth. and demonstrated his pur-
pose and method in a tangible being
and in a way men could under-
stand. “He who hath seen me, hath
seen the Father"” St. John, 14:6).
Our Lord's very primary purpose
was, in "technical” wusage, the re-
demption of man,” i.e., to show him
the way to change from subjection
to sin to fullness of life through
God. It is a most ghastly mistake
to take Christ merely for an out-
standing humanitarian who evolved
a brilliant formula for a Utopian
State; certainly He acted with tre-
mendous compassion and care for
the poor, the sick and needy, and
made it clear that it was extremely
important that all who followed Him
should do likewise, But His pur-
pose, as stated in the Bible, was a
profound moral and spiritual one.
This purpose was to show how the
inherent tendency in man to choose
evil could be ovorcome.

Since Christ embodicd God so far
as God could live on earth and since
God's most loving gift to man had
been that of [ree choice, He could
only adopt the method of appealing
to man, for any [orm of compulsion
would be negation of His own gifl.
The appeal was tremendously strong,

T g A 2,

but it was only an appeal, and the
only nature it could assume was
that of complete caring and love.
The word “love’” is fraught with sen-
timentality today and it is essential
to free it from this in describing
the dynamic power which our Lord
manifested as love. Read, for ex-
ample, 1 Corinthians, 13. Reproof
and challenge were essential at times
to open the eyes of the pereptra-
tors of religious domination or finan-
cial oppression of His day. The min-
istry of Christ was so [ull' of pur-
pose, love and power that a great
number accepted Him at once, there
and then, and the enthusiasm and
power-of His band of followers was
exceeded only by that of their Lord
Himself.

The Reaction

Many, however, did not accept
what it was only in the power of
Christ to offer. Blinded by greed
and pride, and stirred to fury by
His disruption of thelr conventional
society and vested interests, they
reacted violently against Him, How
could our Lord respond to this gath-
ering tide of hate and reactionary
evil? There was only one way., Be-
ing perfect love He could not, even
by power of miracle, force to accept
His teaching those who had volun-
tarily neglected it; He could only
suffer whatever they might choose
to do to Him. As we know, this led
to the death of Christ on the Cross.
as He acted with perfect faith that
even thus, though His death might
seem to be the disastrous conquest
of Holiness and Love, He would in
fact overcome the power of the sin
of the world. In the agony of His
death He remained the unbroken
manifestation of love as He prayed
to God for His executioners, “Father
forgive them, for they know not
what they do' (St. Luke, 23:24).

The Purpose

The ethic of Christ is absolute.
Whereas the world before His time
lived by "an eye for an cye, and a
tooth for a tooth,” we have laid
upon us the absurd command “re-
sist not evil” (or as St. Paul prob-
ably more correctly interprets it,
“resist not evil with evil”). Still
more ludicrous comes, "Whoever
smites thee on one cheek, turn the
othor as well” (St, Matthew 5:39).

However crazy it may. scem, we
are told "love your encmies, do good
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to them that hate you, bless them
that curse you, pray for them that
dispitefully use you." (St. Luke 6.27.)
When Peter leaps up to save his
Lord from capture and cuts off a
soldier's ear he Is met by the em-
phatic “Sheathe your sword, they
that live by the sword shall perish
by the sword.” (St. Mathew 26.52.)
To the world of Christ's day, as to
the world today, this teaching sound-
ed rediculous; but this is what, is
known as the “foolishness” of the
Gospel, reaching the heights of sheer
folly in “Then shall they deliver you
up to be afflicted, and shall kill you,
and you shall be hated of all nations -~
for my sake, but he that endures to
the very end shall be saved.” (St.
Mathew 24.9 and 13.)

The Interpretation

Modern conceptions of such a doc-
trine are varied, Many Christians

.hold that it definitely and immutably

applies and are, thercfore, what are
termed Christian Pacifists. The Chris-
tian church as a whole, for various
rcasons, is not, however, pacifist.
The two most frequently put criti-
cisms are (a) in the complexity of
the modern world such absolutism is
irrelevant, i.e, it won't work; and
(b) although Christ was  crucified
and took the path of suffering al-
ways, it is not laid down upon us to
do so because we are not Christs
and would ourselves always fail when
the time of crucial testing came. In
answer to {(a) one can only say that
to Christ's will is all that we, as
Christians, can justifiably do. "He
who hears my words and does them
is like a man who builds his house
on a rock . .. " (St. Mathew 7.24.)
If one holds that some vital aspects
of Christ's teaching have become ob-
solete with the advancing world, then
better throw it all over now before
one's belief becomes a complete ana-
chronism. In reply to (b), if one
admits that the foregoing description,
though brief and inadequate, of our
Lord's purpose and method is sub-
stantially true the command "be ye
perfect (St, Mathew 5.48)
is somewhat binding., “He who will
not take up his cross and follow me
is not worthy of me" (St. Mathew
10.38.) We are very likely to fail to
do what we are commanded. but that
does not release us from the striving
after it. In all ages there have been
those who have lived as best they
could by the absolute demand, and
the history of Christian martyrdom,
followed. as each example has been
by tremendous impetous to the
Church, has given rise to the saying,
“the blood of the martyrs is the blood
of the Church.”

It’s the Answer

Turning to the actual situation in
hand. it is hecre believed that the
relevance of such a doctrine as de-
scribed is tremendous. Not only must
war be opposed but peace must be
worked for tirelessly and endlessly.
The plea for self-defence of our
Western  Christian  democracies  is

futile, for if we are honest with our-
selves we will probably realise that
they are no more Christian, as a
whole, than was Nazi Germany be-
fore the war, in which practically the
most powerful war machine ever
known was built up. We must rea.
lise that our vision is blurred by an
almost impenetrable cloud of propa-
ganda and that instead of the West
being clear white and the East a foul
black, they are both a pretty murky
grey, with rievertheless good on both
sides, We must realise the existence
of the colossal chasm of fear and ill-
will, never simple but ever complex,
that separates the peoples holding
Communist ideology from those hold-
ing the Western democratic ideology,
whatever that may be. Such things
as Atlantic pacts only serve to widen
this immeasurably. We must seek
passionately for the truth and spread
it abroad, support with vigour all
organisations of peace and goodwill,
as - UNQ, ISS, CORSO, IUS, and
WFDY, and oppose all movements
and activities which can lead to vio--
lence, oppression and war, whether it
be certain policies of either the Com-
munist Party or the RSA,

The Christian faith in action Is a
revolution, of an unusual nature, and
its founder a revolutionary of the
most dynamic sort. It is not easy
to follow such a leader and we shall
almost certainly fall far short of His
demands upon us. But we believe
that in an issue such as has been
discussed here, as in all things, if we
believe sincerely that such a course
is right, we shall be given Grace to
perform the commands “Love your
enemies” and that it will be effective.

J. C. WEBLIN.
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ON WITH THE HALO

A contributor using the pseudonym “Partisan” has written
two articles masquerading as a Marxist interpretation of history.
The first, published in your issue of March 16th, is a particular
interpretation of the English Puritan Revolution of the 17th
century; the second, of June 8th, is a report of an Historical

Society symposium on Toynbee,

The article on the Puritan Revo-
lution demonstrates a complete lack
of understanding of the character
of Stuart government, and is more
suited to an 18th century Whig his-
torian than to an intelligent Marxist.
Take this significant example: “Not
anly was he (Charles I), too, inter-
ested in aggrandisement, but he was
willing to stoop to any low subter-
fuge to further this end.” This is a
gross caricature. It overlooks en-
tirely the paternalistic elements in
Stuart government. Charles I's
period of personal government was
a period of growing prosperity and
improved administrative efficiency.
the enclosure laws were more vigor-
ously enforced, there was more ade-
quate poor relief than ever before
and after in English history, and
corruption and bribery were suppres-
sed, to & very successful degree
stopped. “Partisan” will no doubt
be surprised to learn that the Privy
Council of the period frequently in-
tervened to protect employees from
wage deductions.

Your contributor misinterprets
completely the viewpoint of most
modern  historians, “bourgeois” or
otherwise. As an example, “the
restoration of 1660 took us back.

they argue, to 1640." No historian
would make such a preposterous as-
sertion—"Partisan" is sparring with
shadows.

Partisan Pummelled

The report on the symposium on
Toynbee is unfair to both Toynbee
and the speakers., For instancoi
"Partisan" says, “Thus we have the
first concrete inference from Toyn-
beeism for the present world—civili-
sation is doomed! Toynbeeism is
therefore firstly the historical phil-
osophy of pessimsim,” but at the most
what Toynbee is saying is that our
civilisation is doomed. This is no
more "“the historical philosophy of
pessimism” than is Marxism which
asserts that our -capitalist society is
doomed.

Before atternpting a Marxist inter-
pretation of history, or for that mat-
ter. any other interpretation, &a
sound factual basis and understand-
ing is necessary. It is unfortunate
that “Partisan” has used Marx's
name and purports to write a Marx-
ist interpretation without that under-
standing. He has built a house on
sand.

Q.E.A. and K.L.G,

. . . OFF WITH THEIR HEADS

Q.E.A. and K.L.G. raise some interesting points, but I beg

leave to explode them on all counts.

It so happens that Whig

historians and intelligent Marxists are almost at one on the

historical significance of the Great Rebellion.

The efficiency of

Stuart bureaucracy is quite incidental. .. The Rebellion was a neces-
sary step in the liberating of those social forces that-were to build
capitalism — a form of society without which the economic devel-
opment of the country could never have attained the heights neces-
sary for the birth of the industrial working-class and the social
production which are the sine qua non of modern socialism.

Red Filag or Alms Bag?

To build Charles Stuart into a
great progressive because he gave
doles 1o the poor, and defended
them against what was in fact the
guardian of social progress at that
stage—the middle class—is to fol-
low the line of “feudal socialism,”
of which Marx said, “The arlstocracy
In order to rally the people to them
waved the proletarlan alms-bag In
front for a banner. But the people,
as often as they jolned them, saw
on their hindquarters the old feudal
coats-of-arms, and deserted with loud
and Irreverent laughter.” (Manifes-
to.)

And again, “Inyorder to arouse
sympathy, the aristocracy was oblig-
ed . to lose sight, apparently, of its
own interests, <dnd to formulate its
indictment against  the bourgeoisie
in the interest of the working class
alone.”

But in effect this criticism of the
rising society was a reactionary,
backward-looking criticism., It is
true that, as Marx said, the sordid
bourgeois bond of cash-nexus was
far harsher than feudalism, but. this
does not destroy the socially. pro-
gressive nature of capitalism in the
seventeenth century. It 'put an
end to all feudal, patriarchal, idyllic
relations,” but It accomplished the
“subjection of nature's forces to man,
machinery, application of chemistry
to industry and agriculture, steam
navigation, electric telegraph. . . ."”
Surely this displays the fact that
with these things hindered in the
discovery and use by the fixed, op-
pressive social framework of a soclety
fitted to an agricultural age, .“feudal

relations in the 17th century be-
came no longer compatible with the
already developed productive forces;
they became so many fetters. They
had to be burst asunder, They were
burst asunder.”

Necessary Step

In an essay written in 1935, Dr.
Joseph Needham extolled the Stuart
reign—especially Bishop Andrewes
and his paternal opposition to en-
closures—hbecause of the misery they
inflicted on the people. Speaking
of Ricardo, who was attacked for
lacking such a “humanitarian” criti-
cism of capitalissn, Marx said:

*“The reproach moved against him,
that he has an eye only to the devel-
opment of productive forces regard-
less of ‘human being' . . , strikes
precisely his strong peoint. The de-
velopment of the productive forces
of social labour is the historical task
and privilege of capital. It Is pre-
elsely in this way that It uncon-
sclously creates the materlal re-
quirementa for a higher mode of
production.”

If today we wanted to go back to
the Middle Ages In order to avold
the suffering of the “industrial revo-
lution,” we should stand much where
K.L.G. and Q.E.A. stand. They for-
get that if they are, as they infer-
redly claim to be, Marxists, then
they belleve that the material ad-
vances we have made since then,
though they are not yet used for the
benefit of mankind will be so some
day! And that they would be still in
the realm of fancy but for capitalism.
Charles's aristocratic monopollies and
autocratically imposed taxes were
impediments to the free develop-

ment of capitalism in its infancy.
and therefore impediments to social
Progress.

Holy Despot

Regarding the personal character
of Charles, it is difficult to get at
contemporary accounts that are at
the same time free from initial pre-
judice and robust enough to bear
reading. One thing is certain, that
Milton's portrait in "Eikonoklastes”
is much more life-like than the
other-worldly saint pictured in the
forged "Eikon Basilike,” and also
more probable when compared with
the facts of history. Why, pray, was
the Petition of Right necessary? And
the revoit of the Covenanters? What
about *divine right"? It is to be
remembered that while the popular,
but less organised forces of Level-
lers and Diggers, opposed Charles'
execution, they were emphatically
not monarchists.

A most Impassioned apology for
Charles was made in the (C. of E.)
Cathedral in Auckland on the ter-
centenary of his decapitation, by Rev.
D. S. Millar. He clalmed that the
decapitated was a martyr for “the
preservation of the anclent polity
and pattern of worship of the C. of
E., i.e, of the episcopacy, that hier-
archical organisation which the An-
glican Church, alone of English Pro-
testant Churches, has inherited from
the feudal Church of Rome. If that
wgs his cause, then I think he comes
nearer to an “enemy of the pecople”
than a democratic martyr.

All Roads . ..

The Roman Church becomes, in
our own day, more and more the
citadel of reaction, and the C. of E.,
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with State support .leans further
to that policy known as “high
church.” Remarks Rev, W, H. Mel-
lish, in a- New York paper in 194T7:
“Monopoly caplital , . . recognises in
an authoritarian church an ally
against the Impending threat of more
economic democracy.” There is a
parallel betwen today and 300 years
ago. Remember James I saying,
“No bishop, no king?"

Qur [riends also deny that any
historian suggests that the revolu-
tion got England nowhere. But in
fact, many suggest just that—in a
general effort to poch-hooh the role
of radical change in history. Says
the late Bishop Masterman, for in-
stance, "Milton not only witnessed
all these widespread and radical
changes, but lived to sece the new
order of things itselfl reversed.”-
This, is, of course, quite inaccurate.
The social, and most of the political
gains of the Rebellion, were never
reversed.

Sunset in the West

The final charge is that of falsely
accusing Toynbece of pessimism. The
difference between his prophecy of
doom for "western civilisation” and
Marx's for “capitalism,” is that
capitallsm s a much smaller thing,
in point of tlme, and is destined to
give birth - to something blgger.
Toynbee gives us no hope that any-
thing at all is necessarily likely to
cmerge from the ruin of the vast
thing called *“‘western civilisation.”
In fact, he is reported to have called
on mankind to pray like mad, that

~ the day of judgment may be only

put off. Cheerful?
—PARTISAN,
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ON THE UP-GRADE

Once again the Varsity Sports Clubs have gained a certain
amount of notoriety in the city. No longer are the words “Inglori-
ous Victoria” on everyone’s lips. In Rugby circles our Senior Team
have made a good impression by their consistent victories. We
hope that this will continue now that they have settled down to
playing an excellent game. In Athletics we are pleased to report
that two of our club members have been nominated for inclusion in
the Empire Games team. Our congratulations go to Helen Buwrr
and Dave Batten, whom we hope will carry the name of Victoria
far in the field of sport. Incidently, Dave Batten was a member of
the NZUAA 440 yards relay team in Australia. Along with
Grierson, Myles and Willilams, he ran a fine race, which resulted in
NZU winning this event in 3min. 20.5sec., which is half a second
better than the best Australian time.

We believe that some Vic. fencers have also been nominated for
the Games but as the Fencing Club has not sent in any notes we
cannot say for sure. Our harriers, although they did not win the
Wellington-Masterton Relay, did show a great improvement on last
year's effort. :

All this goes to show that Varsity Sport is on the up-grade
but—and it is a big but—more support is needed from the college.
Greater membership of clubs; students playing for Varsity Clubs
and not outside clubs; regular attendance at practices; more sup-
porters at games in which Varsity teams are playing. These are
the things that are desirable and would give an impetus to sport.
We are not here to take all and give nothing. It is a well-known

fact that you only get out of a thing what you put into it. There is

not enough “putting in” at Victoria.

Even if you don’t look at

things in this light, you may as well get something for your 32/6

while you are here,

D.E. D.

Massey Visit

On Monday, the 20th June, at
8.15a.m., twenty-seven men and
women hockey players set out for
Palmerston North to play the an-
nual hockey matches against Massey.
During the trip up the time was
spent by various people in various
different ways. Here a group of
knitters, here a group of card-
players, and in the odd corner the
odd industrious student improving
the shining hour,

The train arrived at Palmerston
North at 11.30 or thereabouts. After
a welcome from Massey the women
were whisked out to Massey while
the men set out in search of’ food.
After impressing a few Massey on-
lookers and themselves with billiards
and snooker prowess the men ar-
rived in time to change and to give
the women some {im)moral support.

Although the women's match did
nol attain such a high standard as
we would have liked, it was an
open fast game and we were im-
pressed by Massey's defence which
scemed to us stronger than in pre-
vious years, Miss Campbell, the
Masscey women's coach, has kindly
presented a trophy for competition
between the women's teams,  The
Victoria women are verygihrilled to
have won it for the first time.

The first half started at a fast
pace, the play being vather-inclined
to move up and down ong side of
the ficld as Massey seemed to pre-
fer the left and Victoria the right
{wot, no left-wing?). Jean McKelvie
scored the first goal for Victoria and
play continued to be uneventful with
fairly cven play, After half-time
Jean scored her second goal! The
final score was two-nil to Victoria.

The men's match was a difTerent
game altogether. Scotty Munro, the
Masscy centre-forward, a few min-
utes after the start of the game
lifted a shot over the goal bar.
This was a sign of things to come.
While Victoria had as many oppor-
tunities as Massey they were unable
to scorc. The Massey goalie was

too quick for our forwards. At

half-time the score was three-nll
to Massey.

_ After half-time Victoria got crack-
ing and a goal was scored by Dave.
From ten on the play went up and
down the field (not really!). The
game ended with a win for Massey,
the score being four-one. Although
beaten, the Vic. men set out to the

+Club Hotel with will, to compete for

the hockey version of the Drinking
Horn, This was won by Massey by
a glass and a half, The next item
on the programme was the dinner at
which the trophies were presented.
A dance which {ollowed was held in
the Massey Hall and was enjoyed
by all, as was the appearance of a
pig. fowl and a ram (we have heard
of these farm boys). General frater-
nisatlon was the order of the day,
or should I say, night, and helped
to while away the time while waiting
for the train which left Palmerston
North at 53.40 a.m. As the fraterniz-
ation was continued in the train some
of the Victoria women had a com-
fortable trip. The general impres-
sion held by the teams was that the
trip was worthwhile.

Wellington-
Masterton
Relay 1949

The 1949 Wellington-Masterton
Relay was run on June 1llth under
perfect conditions, and although the
race resulted in a win for the Lynn-
dale (Auckland) Harrier Club, the
Heliopolis Cup was won by the Var-
sity team. Originally won by a 2nd
N.Z.EF. Harrier team in Egypt, the
Cup was presented to the Welling-
ton Harrier Sub-Committee, and is
now awarded to the team which
records the greatest improvement
in time over their ‘last year’s per-
formance in the relay. This year
the Victoria team sliced eight min-
utes off their old time!

On paper, it looked as though the
team would be one of the strongest
ever flelded, and prospects were de-
finitely very bright —but not for
long. In the first place, it was dis-
covered that Clem Hawke, Club and
N.Z.U, Champion, would be in Aus-
tralia on the date of the race. How-

ever, there was still hope. But
during the last week, Mawson, Good-
win, Whittle and Barnard had to
withdraw through illness: here we
said goodbye to all our hopes . . .
that we need not have done so lies
to the credit of the team as it was
on the day, especially those runners
wh? were called upon at very short
notice,

The first lap from Wellington to
Petone was run by John Risebor-
ough, a newcomer to the Club, who
had to run against some of the best
men in the other clubs, and could
not be expected to beat them. How-
ever, he hung on well, and handed
over to Max Clift at Petone. Run-
ning better than ever before, Max
overhauled the teams in front, so
that when Bob Hunt (ex-OU) took
he baton at Taita he was able to

ove up three places. Fastest time
for that lap was recorded by Bob,
and his run did a lot towards chop-
ping those eight minutes off the
previous time,

Ken Handcock took over at the
next change and ran very well in-
deed to record second fastest time
for the lap. Before the race he had
been told that he was backed to
complete the four and a half miles
in twenty-three and three-quarter
minutes (an optimistic estimate) and
in fact he did this! During the next
lap, which is one of the toughest in
the whole race, a couple of places
were dropped, but Mike Truebridge
picked one up again on the uphill
run, and Johnny Holden, the Club
Meteor, put up his usual good down-
hill performance, and held sixth
place at the change in Featherston.
Max Matheson kept will up against
more experienced runners, and en-
abled John Gully to hold on equally
well in the ninth lap. Both these
runners were well inside the schedule
that had been assigned to them be-
fore the race!

Bill Wright (ex-CUC) ran the last
stretch for Varsity, and Irishman
that he is, refused to concede any-
thing to any of the other teams.
The total time for the race was six
hours twenty-four minutes
thirty-seven seconds—eight minutes
faster than last year, and we hope,
ten minutes slower than next year!

The result of the Relay is really
most encouraging, and bodes well for
the NZUCCC at Winter Tournament.
Intensive training continues, and
allowing for at least some slight im-
provement between now and Aug-
ust, the winning of the Dixon Trophy
should not be an idle dream. On
the other hand, it is not altogether
comforting to think that at least
three Varsity students were mem-

and

bers of other teams competing in
the Relay—while their point of view
is understandable, Is it justifiable?
They cannot argue that the standard
of running at Varsity is below that
of the Clubs to which they belong.
nor that there are not opportunities
for “recognition” in University teams
. « » We hope that some will come
forward and help us to mak~ sure
of the Dixon Trophy.

Shoot, Choom !

Some improvement was noticed in
the Senlor team in the game against
Seatoun which was won comfort-
ably by 5 goals to 3. Amongst those
who showed up well was Jack Walls
who has been playing a steady game
this season. Next day at Massey
the home side was beaten two-nil,
mainly because of the superior ball
control of the Victoria players and
although some of the Massey boys
were willing they were nevertheless
on the whole clueless as far as con-
structive soccer is concerned. Inci-
dentally, our goal-keeper returned
with a cracked rib.

Unfortunately the promise shown
against Seatoun was 8 mere flash in
the pan as last week the team was
tompletely overwhelmed by Swifts.
The performance of the team was
very disappointing although one or
two players, particularly Jack Walls,
tried very hard to create some sem-
blance of combination in the team.
Sahib was another player who per-
formed creditably on the left wing.
The loss of our centre-half, Ken
Johnstone, will be felt severely as
Ken has always had the reputation
of being the steadiest player in the
team.

Meanwhile, the Junior Team has
added two more wins to, their tri-
umphs, largely due to such stalwarts
as Ken Bliss, Ron Porter and Stan
Seagar. A newcomer to the team,
Walter Freitag, shows promise as an
inside right. George Gay and John
Martin are both keen and steady
players who never fail to give a good
account of themselves. For the
benefit of all members there is a
gym practice every Tuesday night
starting at Tp.m. It is our opinion
that all players need plenty of
practice in ball contrel, heading,
trapping and passing. So everyone
should turn up next week and all
following weeks in order to gain
sclection for the tournament team.

—Bal Reddy.

Dear Sports Editor,

You want to know why Vic. types play for outside clubs—maybe I can

tell you.

In the first place the practices of these clubs are usually held much

closer to the students' homes, Why go into town to practise for Vic.?
Secondly, many of these types played for outside clubs before they ever

came to Varsity and will have to play for these clubs when they leave Varsity.

Why break for a Varsity club for a few seasons and have to start again when

they leave Varsity.

Thirdly, many of these types are capable of making the top team in an
outside club where they could only make an intermediate one at Vic., and
many think that this set-up is preferable even although the outside team may

be inferior in grade to the Vic. team.

Lasgtly, the Victoria sporting crowd have the reputation of being a
miserable, unreliable pack of drongoes and many of us prefer not to be
associated with Vic, while this state of affairs exists.

In Reply:

OUTSIDER.

(a) Most club practices at Vie. are arranged so as to coincide with the

nights that the team members are at Vic.

Also many people go to

the suburbs for practice while their homes are only a few minutes

away from Vic.

(b) Many people from towns outside Wellington play for outside teams
when they could just as well play for Vic.
{¢) This argument indicates the lack of concern about the sports clubs
sivhich Is showa by many students about the place, A rather selfish
“point of view which should not be considered by any student.

(d) I was not aware that this reputation is assoclated with Vic, teams
and if it is then surely it is up to you to get in and do your best to

remove it.

SPORTS EDITOR.
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