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European Learning Under Fascism.






Are we as Students Doing our Share to Defend Culture? Are we Foiling Hitler's Plans by Sending Help to those Whom He Seeks to Repress?


Students in New Zealand can work here in ease and comfort—dimly we read and hear headlines telling of bitter struggles and conflicts. The tremendous advantages of our lot are obvious, but the contribution which we will make to learning and to humanity going to justify these advantages? Should we not do all in our power, now, to help less fortunate students in—







China:


"Our college students are peculiar war victims. How they have been suffering to continue their studies is known to the world. They constitute one ten-thousandth of our population: one college student out of every 10,000 Chinese. The Chinese nation is poor, and many of the Chinese college students are of the poor families. For obvious reasons the Government did not draft them into military service and not many of them insisted on entering the service when their Government advised them to continue studying. Their colleges moved on as the war spread. They followed. In the midst of suffering that is acute and world-wide, theirs has touched our heart and mind and spirit deeply. Amidst great hardships they have travelled over hundreds of miles to find places for study. They might have lost contact with their families which, in turn, might have suffered untold misfortunes. Their colleges, moved into new locations, might have been bombed again; their meager possessions might have been all lost and they themselves might have remain ed alive only by chance. Yet again, land or aerial bombardments actually have forced them to move, with less remaining of goods and family and more only of suffering.


"The universities are now somewhat settled down. At the very beginning there was a tendency to congregate in the big cities in West China. Because of the continuous bombings from the air, most of the universities have now moved into the country. At present there have sprung into being about a dozen of what might be called isolated university centres,' in small 'hsien' cities or even villages. Many of these universities are quartered in temples or clam halls. The equipment is plain and simple. Students have to use double decked beds in crowded rooms. Mud-bricks are piled up to serve as desks and dinner tables. Mat-sheds are put up as temporary lecture halls. Oil lamps are generally used for night study. These universities need books and laboratory equipment very badly.


"Unless we give students enough to eat they will sooner or later come back to us for medical aid. In fact, medical aid has become increasingly frequent in our relief work among students. For the moment the most common diseases among the students are colds, malaria, cholera, skin diseases and tuberculosis. Quinine is not only expensive but also in some places unpurchasable."







Switzerland:


"The students here are men who were part of any army that fled, in June, from an overwhelming invasion it could no longer cope with. While physically these men are well cared for, their morale is bad, and the greatest task lies in this field. The men entered Switzerland suffering from the terrible psychological handicap of knowing they had been defeated. Their condition was made worse by the anxiety they felt for their people in France and with whom they could not correspond."







Central Europe:


"While numbers increase on the one hand, avenues of relief are being closed on the other. For most of these refugees the only solution is emigration. But this is becoming more and more remote, as the consequences of war drive nations to close their doors to those of other countries. But people who are homeless and 
[
unclear: friendless] cannot be abandoned. If we cannot provide escape for those who need it now, we can help some of the most qualified to live, to finish their training, and to prepare their lives so that when an opportunity for a free existence comes they will be able to seize it."







Prisoners of War and Internees:


"Prisoners of war are the biggest single problem facing relief organizations."


"In one of the smaller camps in France there is a group of young men in various advanced stages of tuberculosis."


"The French prisoners are faced with a trying winter. This will be their third year of captivity, but what makes it doubly difficult for them is the uncertainty of the future of their country—no longer in the war—and the place they will have in it on their return. The Universities of Captivity, created last year, functioned well with the help of University professors among them, and the thousands of books sent from Geneva. Many of these older men, who were largely responsible for keeping up the morale, have been repatriated. A number of courses given last year were taught from the information the men carried in their heads, which sooner or later was bound to be exhausted."


The International Student Service, striving to lessen the burden of these students, receives many letters, such as the following:—


"Thank you for the book by G. B. Shaw, 'The Apple Cart,' which arrived a day or so ago in good condition," writes an English prisoner in Germany. "This is exactly the type of book I enjoy most—I am very grateful to you for it."




From a British prisoner in an Italian hospital:


"Many, many thanks for your parcel of books which will greatly assist in passing the long hours of a hospital day. Your efforts to obtain the books we require and your assurance of help at all times are very much appreciated."




Perhaps now you have some conception of what other students are undergoing, of the needs the International Student Service is preparing to meet.


The fate of the world is at stake! We are responsible for saving some at least of the best students among the younger generation. Together with all constructive forces in the international student world, we must unite to ward off the destructive consequences of a total warfare which threatens the basis of our culture.



You are being offered a chance to foul the Nazi plan to exterminate all Universities and culture. Are you going to seize it with both hands, or, as is usually the case, conveniently forget it and continue with your own selfish pursuits? Are you going to support this drive on April 3rd by making it known amongst your friends, and by volunteering yourself as a worker, or are you going to play the role of amused spectator, or idle well-wisher?


For the benefit of those who 
are not sure 
What they are expected to do on April 3rd.




	1.
	We are advertising the day to the people of Wellington as an opportunity to get all their odd jobs clone—in the house and in the gar den. They will ring us up and state the number of students they want and for what purpose.


	2.
	The students meanwhile put their names on the lists at Varsity.


	3.
	We sort the two lists and pair them off, keeping the students as close to their own district as possible, for their convenience. We then notify them of the address to which they must go, and what work they will be expected to do.


	4.
	Saturday comes and we set out—some of the things we may be expected to do are: Weeding, mowing lawns, shifting gravel, cooking, ironing, washing, polishing, minding children, cooking and washing up for dinner parties, etc.


	5.
	The day over, we receive our wages with due thanks, 6/- for a halt day, 10/6 for a whole, return home, and on Saturday night or Monday hand in the money at the Exec. Room. The proceeds will be sent without delay to the N.Z. Headquarters of the International Student Service, for forwarding to their overseas Headquarters.
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Are we as Students Doing our Share to Defend Culture? Are we Foiling Hitler's Plans by Sending Help to those Whom He Seeks to Repress?


Students in New Zealand can work here in ease and comfort—dimly we read and hear headlines telling of bitter struggles and conflicts. The tremendous advantages of our lot are obvious, but the contribution which we will make to learning and to humanity going to justify these advantages? Should we not do all in our power, now, to help less fortunate students in—
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China:





China:


"Our college students are peculiar war victims. How they have been suffering to continue their studies is known to the world. They constitute one ten-thousandth of our population: one college student out of every 10,000 Chinese. The Chinese nation is poor, and many of the Chinese college students are of the poor families. For obvious reasons the Government did not draft them into military service and not many of them insisted on entering the service when their Government advised them to continue studying. Their colleges moved on as the war spread. They followed. In the midst of suffering that is acute and world-wide, theirs has touched our heart and mind and spirit deeply. Amidst great hardships they have travelled over hundreds of miles to find places for study. They might have lost contact with their families which, in turn, might have suffered untold misfortunes. Their colleges, moved into new locations, might have been bombed again; their meager possessions might have been all lost and they themselves might have remain ed alive only by chance. Yet again, land or aerial bombardments actually have forced them to move, with less remaining of goods and family and more only of suffering.


"The universities are now somewhat settled down. At the very beginning there was a tendency to congregate in the big cities in West China. Because of the continuous bombings from the air, most of the universities have now moved into the country. At present there have sprung into being about a dozen of what might be called isolated university centres,' in small 'hsien' cities or even villages. Many of these universities are quartered in temples or clam halls. The equipment is plain and simple. Students have to use double decked beds in crowded rooms. Mud-bricks are piled up to serve as desks and dinner tables. Mat-sheds are put up as temporary lecture halls. Oil lamps are generally used for night study. These universities need books and laboratory equipment very badly.


"Unless we give students enough to eat they will sooner or later come back to us for medical aid. In fact, medical aid has become increasingly frequent in our relief work among students. For the moment the most common diseases among the students are colds, malaria, cholera, skin diseases and tuberculosis. Quinine is not only expensive but also in some places unpurchasable."
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Switzerland:





Switzerland:


"The students here are men who were part of any army that fled, in June, from an overwhelming invasion it could no longer cope with. While physically these men are well cared for, their morale is bad, and the greatest task lies in this field. The men entered Switzerland suffering from the terrible psychological handicap of knowing they had been defeated. Their condition was made worse by the anxiety they felt for their people in France and with whom they could not correspond."
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Central Europe:





Central Europe:


"While numbers increase on the one hand, avenues of relief are being closed on the other. For most of these refugees the only solution is emigration. But this is becoming more and more remote, as the consequences of war drive nations to close their doors to those of other countries. But people who are homeless and 
[
unclear: friendless] cannot be abandoned. If we cannot provide escape for those who need it now, we can help some of the most qualified to live, to finish their training, and to prepare their lives so that when an opportunity for a free existence comes they will be able to seize it."
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Prisoners of War and Internees:





Prisoners of War and Internees:


"Prisoners of war are the biggest single problem facing relief organizations."


"In one of the smaller camps in France there is a group of young men in various advanced stages of tuberculosis."


"The French prisoners are faced with a trying winter. This will be their third year of captivity, but what makes it doubly difficult for them is the uncertainty of the future of their country—no longer in the war—and the place they will have in it on their return. The Universities of Captivity, created last year, functioned well with the help of University professors among them, and the thousands of books sent from Geneva. Many of these older men, who were largely responsible for keeping up the morale, have been repatriated. A number of courses given last year were taught from the information the men carried in their heads, which sooner or later was bound to be exhausted."


The International Student Service, striving to lessen the burden of these students, receives many letters, such as the following:—


"Thank you for the book by G. B. Shaw, 'The Apple Cart,' which arrived a day or so ago in good condition," writes an English prisoner in Germany. "This is exactly the type of book I enjoy most—I am very grateful to you for it."




From a British prisoner in an Italian hospital:


"Many, many thanks for your parcel of books which will greatly assist in passing the long hours of a hospital day. Your efforts to obtain the books we require and your assurance of help at all times are very much appreciated."




Perhaps now you have some conception of what other students are undergoing, of the needs the International Student Service is preparing to meet.


The fate of the world is at stake! We are responsible for saving some at least of the best students among the younger generation. Together with all constructive forces in the international student world, we must unite to ward off the destructive consequences of a total warfare which threatens the basis of our culture.



You are being offered a chance to foul the Nazi plan to exterminate all Universities and culture. Are you going to seize it with both hands, or, as is usually the case, conveniently forget it and continue with your own selfish pursuits? Are you going to support this drive on April 3rd by making it known amongst your friends, and by volunteering yourself as a worker, or are you going to play the role of amused spectator, or idle well-wisher?


For the benefit of those who 
are not sure 
What they are expected to do on April 3rd.




	1.
	We are advertising the day to the people of Wellington as an opportunity to get all their odd jobs clone—in the house and in the gar den. They will ring us up and state the number of students they want and for what purpose.


	2.
	The students meanwhile put their names on the lists at Varsity.


	3.
	We sort the two lists and pair them off, keeping the students as close to their own district as possible, for their convenience. We then notify them of the address to which they must go, and what work they will be expected to do.


	4.
	Saturday comes and we set out—some of the things we may be expected to do are: Weeding, mowing lawns, shifting gravel, cooking, ironing, washing, polishing, minding children, cooking and washing up for dinner parties, etc.


	5.
	The day over, we receive our wages with due thanks, 6/- for a halt day, 10/6 for a whole, return home, and on Saturday night or Monday hand in the money at the Exec. Room. The proceeds will be sent without delay to the N.Z. Headquarters of the International Student Service, for forwarding to their overseas Headquarters.
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Music in Soviet Russia





Music in Soviet Russia.


"Music in soviet Russia" was the subject of a talk given in C6 by Mr. Stanley Oliver, a well-known Wellington musician and 
[
unclear: conductor] it was, the first of a series that has been inaugurated by the executive of the Students' Association and it 
[
unclear: was] the music room with an 
[
unclear: attentive] audience.


After a few preliminary skirmishes on the general state of 
[
unclear: affairs] in Soviet Russia, for the understanding of which Mr. Oliver placed all responsibility on the audience, by such remarks as "you can substantiate any opinion you want to have about the Soviet if you know where to look For it," or "Marx gives me indigestion—it's tougn reading," Mr. Oliver started to talk of music.


Cultural 
[
unclear: life] in the young Soviet was cnaotic, he said, and economic and social developments had outstripped artistic developments, but in 1936 the Central Art Committee arose out of 15 years' experimenting, to control the arts. Choirs went on tour, even to co-operative farms; the Red Army became a hive of musical activity.


An Association of Soviet Composers was formed, and had 200 members in 1937. It built an apartment house for composers, with soundproof walls, concert halls, a scientific department, a library and so on. The Association fostered departments for film music, military music, children's music, and folksong research.


Patriotic songs were produced, but not of the Pack up your Troubles kind. The Soviet doesn't pack up its troubles, Mr. Oliver said. It faces them out.


All factories over a certain size were required by law to have a music department. The Stalin Auto Factory, with its Palace of Culture and Rest, had, in one month's programme, two operas, two symphony concerts, three films, Shakespeare's 'Twelfth Night," plays by Ibsen and Tolstoy, two jazz bands, and other attractions.


Factory creches, which made, it possible for women to work if they wished to, before the war, made a living thing out of children's music, with the help of the Association of Soviet Composers.


"In Soviet Russia there is no such thing as Art for Art's Sake", said Mr. Oliver. "It's Art for the People's sake."


Left with the impression that the Soviet can do no wrong in affairs musical, and with a glowing account still ringing in their ears of a perfect Arcady of the Right Kind of People all enjoying the Right Kind of Music, the audience then heard a couple of the iconoclastic, destructive compositions of the period of artigtic revolution, and then a few slices chosen at random from Dmitri Schostakovichos Fifth Symphony.





Continued on col. 1, page 3



Mr. Oliver expressed himself as "staggered" at the attention given by the audience to Mossoloy's "Iron Foundry" and Metus's "Dnieper Water Power Station." A handful of the audience may in its turn have been staggered at the dismembering of Shostakovich's Symphony.


At the end, everyone was happy; much delighted with Mr. Oliver's rhetoric, which he had delivered with some of the conductor's art, with violent szforzandi, sudden pianissimi, and a lot of those gestures that people love to see conductors make; and much delighted with his implicit belief in a union of republics where "75 to 100 million people under 35 have broken the tradition which nearly crippled us, and which we must finish, with the one more chance we have got."




—A.A.
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Editorial




Editorial


In the first, two issues of 
Salient this year there has been a considerable difference of opinion as to the attitude which we should adopt towards the German people. What should our attitude be to this people whom we are fighting. Do the German people deserve to share the fate of Hitler or are they friends. That is a question we must face. University students can have little excuse for believing in the pseudo-history of Vansittart and his friends, few of us adopt his views but unfortunately many of us ore affected by the insidious propaganda, which is essentially reactionary which holds that the Germans are our enemies past and future. It is true that the German people were unable to prevent Hitler coming to power, but we have no indication that he ever won their whole-hearted support.


The German masses are potentially our friends, but—as long as they allow Hitler and his Nazis to lead them we must treat them as our enemies. The Nazis cannot claim to represent the German people—a large section of them fought Hitler long and vigorously, we must not ignore but encourage their devotion to the cause of progress. This is not a national war. 
This is a war against Fascism.




M.C.C.
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"Salient" Points





"Salient" Points.


The attention of all students is drawn to the following points:—



	1.
	Salient Room will be open on Thursday evening of every week, and all students are welcome to come to read the publications of other Colleges particularly, with whom we exchange copies.


	2.
	Letters to "Salient" are welcome providing that they are limited to 200 words.


	3.
	All articles submitted must bear the name of the writer even if this is not to be published.


	4.
	Contributions may be left in the rack or posted in the 'Salient" letter box upstairs in the gym.
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Letters to Editor — No Man's Land




Letters to Editor



No Man's Land.




(To the Editor.)


Dear Madam—For some time past there has been a steady deterioration in the quality of "Salient" For this we believe there are two reasons. Firstly, the inability of the editor of "Salient" to co-operate with the staff.


Secondly that original material has been excluded from "Salient" by the publication of much crudely presented overseas propaganda, which has the effect of damaging those causes which it purports to further.


At a meeting of "Salient" consider able criticism was expressed on these grounds; and the editor agreed to meet this by the formation of an editorial committee elected by the staff. While this would have been neither strictly constitutional, nor entirely satisfactory, it provided some hope of reform. However at the last meeting of "Salient" the Editor withdrew this proposal and gave members of the staff no option but to continue under the former conditions or resign.


Under the circumstances, we feel that it would be better to withdraw from a publication, whose policy and style it seems to us, unworthy of a University.





Patrick Hayman.



Hubert Witherford.





P.S.—We should be glad if you would publish this letter in the coming issue of "Salient"


—P.H. and H.W.


P.S.—We should be glad if you would refrain from publishing any other material of ours in your possession.


—P.H. and H.W.






(At a meeting of "Salient" staff called on Friday, 19th, to discuss the contents of the coming issue, Messrs. Hayman and Witherford? levelled considerable criticism at the past "Salient" policy and the attitude of the editor. The issues of "Salient" that have appeared so far this year were criticised, namely, the first single page issue which appeared at a week's notice after the publications committee had notified the newly-appointed editor that it would be desirable to have the paper out on the first day of the new session. The second issue was planned, written and sent to press in the absence of the editor, whose only job in this connection was the proof reading and laying out the issue as too much copy had been sent to the printer the topical matter was given preference, which resulted in some twenty or thirty lines of a feature "Salient Advises" being held over to this issue it is not printed at the explicit request of the writers). Perhaps the two gentlemen may consider that they had not given the practice of cooperation between editor and staff adequate trial.


The second meeting of "Salient" was called for Tuesday, the position as above was outlined in slightly greater detail, and the position of the editor was clarified, any dissenting members of the staff were asked to co-operate in future with the editor as the present situation was unsatisfactory, and failing that the above named chose to resign. Other members of the staff were asked to voice their views and it might be recorded that there was no support for Messrs. Haman and Witherford. The staff then passed on to discuss the policy of "Salient."—The Editor.)
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(To the Editor.)




(To the Editor.)


Dear Madam—For some time past there has been a steady deterioration in the quality of "Salient" For this we believe there are two reasons. Firstly, the inability of the editor of "Salient" to co-operate with the staff.


Secondly that original material has been excluded from "Salient" by the publication of much crudely presented overseas propaganda, which has the effect of damaging those causes which it purports to further.


At a meeting of "Salient" consider able criticism was expressed on these grounds; and the editor agreed to meet this by the formation of an editorial committee elected by the staff. While this would have been neither strictly constitutional, nor entirely satisfactory, it provided some hope of reform. However at the last meeting of "Salient" the Editor withdrew this proposal and gave members of the staff no option but to continue under the former conditions or resign.


Under the circumstances, we feel that it would be better to withdraw from a publication, whose policy and style it seems to us, unworthy of a University.





Patrick Hayman.



Hubert Witherford.





P.S.—We should be glad if you would publish this letter in the coming issue of "Salient"


—P.H. and H.W.


P.S.—We should be glad if you would refrain from publishing any other material of ours in your possession.


—P.H. and H.W.
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[Reply from the editor]




(At a meeting of "Salient" staff called on Friday, 19th, to discuss the contents of the coming issue, Messrs. Hayman and Witherford? levelled considerable criticism at the past "Salient" policy and the attitude of the editor. The issues of "Salient" that have appeared so far this year were criticised, namely, the first single page issue which appeared at a week's notice after the publications committee had notified the newly-appointed editor that it would be desirable to have the paper out on the first day of the new session. The second issue was planned, written and sent to press in the absence of the editor, whose only job in this connection was the proof reading and laying out the issue as too much copy had been sent to the printer the topical matter was given preference, which resulted in some twenty or thirty lines of a feature "Salient Advises" being held over to this issue it is not printed at the explicit request of the writers). Perhaps the two gentlemen may consider that they had not given the practice of cooperation between editor and staff adequate trial.


The second meeting of "Salient" was called for Tuesday, the position as above was outlined in slightly greater detail, and the position of the editor was clarified, any dissenting members of the staff were asked to co-operate in future with the editor as the present situation was unsatisfactory, and failing that the above named chose to resign. Other members of the staff were asked to voice their views and it might be recorded that there was no support for Messrs. Haman and Witherford. The staff then passed on to discuss the policy of "Salient."—The Editor.)
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Training Col.


The Training College column in this issue will be a hotchpotch of odds. First, and of greatest importance, is the annual tournament with Auckland Training Cohege Owing to the circumstances of the war, this was nt held last year. But negotiations are in progress for the reception of an Auckland team this August. It might be of interest to outline the composition of a Training College tournament team, since it differs considerably from that of a University team. First there are no athletic competitions, and there are rugby, hockey and association contests included. There are also drama and debating teams who compete for separate trophies. Should the August tournament be held, we hope that it will arouse the interest of University students. They are assured of a hearty welcome to the contests and accompanying social functions.


Full-time students may have noticed about three weeks ago the sale of duplicated periodicals in the passages, of the College. This was the year's first issue of "Student Opinion," better known as '"Stud. Op.", a monthly magazine which came into the world at about the same time as "Salient" and which has had just as stormy a career. We ask any Varsity student with threepence to spare to buy a copy of the next issue, and inquire further within.


Much of it is heavily professional, although not, perhaps, lacking in interest, even to the unbeliever. Much, again, will deal with internal politics—the man with the muckrake very much in evidence. Even so, a little of the writing is undefiled by shop, and will well repay reading, for as our motto says: "Lateat scintillula forsan."


Regarding debating we do not pretend to rival the University club, contenting ourselves with more modest panel discussions. Four or five speakers begin an intelligent fireside discussion and the result can be most enjoyable. The subject last Friday night—continued from Monday morning—was "The influence of America in the social and cultural life of N.Z." Some remarks were most enlightening; we were pleased to welcome several Varsity students and hope this aspect of a social life will continue to interest them We would like to see inter-College student debates and discussions taking place later in the year.


Culture Clubs are a feature of a curriculum in which University students can scarcely take part, but the scheme may interest you. We make a choice from drama, choral, Maori art and craft nature study and folk dancing. Two Drama Club performances and a choral concert will come later and we look forward to productions from similar University organisations. Of the other clubs we may hear later; I may say that the thought of Training College students folk-dancing with beautiful unself consciousness has in the past roused many of you to ridicule; we suggest that you attend folk-dancing evenings and find in them the same plea sure we do ourselves.


The year has begun well with generosity and co-operation from University and Training College students. We feel sure that this will continue to the benefit of both Col leges.
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Music in the College.





Victoria University College, which has no faculty of music, has four active musical student-groups; Canterbury College, which has a faculty of music, had, when I was there last year, only one such group, a small choir. The difference is interesting. Though it doesn't prove, when examined, that the students of Victoria have more musical people among them, or even that the College demands more opportunities for hearing and performing music than Canterbury, it does show in what different ways the two colleges provide themselves with those opportunities.



Professor Eric Ashby, chairman of the Professorial Board of the University of Sydney, gave a talk over the air in Australia last month, on "Universities and our Future Society" in which he said: "If a good deal of the responsibility for technical training is handed over to the technical colleges, that would leave the universities free to do what is their main business; namely, to teach values and ideas rather than facts and technique."


Though it would be consoling to be able to argue that Victoria College compensates for its official be-nightedness in the sphere of music by being unofficially enlightened; to argue that the spontaneous creation by the students of four active musical groups (an orchestra, a choir, a discussion-cum-performance group, and a gramophone club) bespeaks a more vital activity than the official fostering of technical study producing only one choral group; and though it would be pleasant to think that V.U.C. comes nearer to fulfilling Professor Ashby's wish, yet St would be dangerous to flatter ourselves in that way before we have seen to it that all four groups are operating at their maximum possible efficiency with a total absence of overlapping.







All Men and no Girls.


What goes on in our groups at present? I have had no dealings with the orchestra yet, but I know that the Glee Club, at its third rehearsal found itself with six or seven men and only one or two women, whereas the Canterbury College Choral Society last year contemplated the prospect of becoming purely a female concern. The Glee Club was not quite sure at first what it intended to do, owned very little music, most of it unsuitable, and required to be coordinated. But above all it needs women. There are, I repeat, several fine manly basses still lacking female support, an extraordinary state of affairs in wartime! If you are a woman, and can sing in tune, then sign one of the notices that are on the boards.







Players and Talkers.


The Music Makers Club met early in the term and a girl whose name I still don't know went to the piano, tucked her skirt underneath her, and turned to us, saying with the most disarming bluntness: "This piece has got one advantage—its 
Short." Whereupon she played a caprice by Edgar Moy, and we were so taken with her honest diffidence that some of us began to applaud at the end, but were reminded that applause is forbidden—an excellent way of disposing of a shoddy convention.


A member also got up to talk about Arnold Schonberg, the modern Viennese theoretician and composer, after frankly admitting that one week before he knew nothing at all about the man. So we all sat there and gravely listened to a solemn exposition of all the hocus-pocus that was current in the thirties about Schonberg the "mathematical composer," as if Ockeghem and the other incredibly ingenious cerebral composers of the 15th century had never existed. We even heard of Kandin-sky (the expressionist painter) who had praised Schonberg for his "expression superior to meaning" whatever that may be.







In the Dark.


So it was naive, honest, frankly uninformed; the whole atmosphere I mean. And 
Very refreshing. I hope I will be pardoned for seeing a curious symbolism in the way that meeting closed: John Money was playing a piano suite by his teacher, Claude Haydon, and the lights went out he played on bravely in the dark but had to give in. The Music Makers Club, however, knows where the switches are, and won't be in the dark about music for very much longer.


But those who have any concern for the culture (horrible, inevitable word) of the college know that it will not be until we have set these four energetic lively, open-minded groups fairly buzzing with activity, that we can refute any claim that Victoria College is musically benighted.




—
Antony Alpers.









Flighty!


The subject of Dr. Richardson's talk was "Flight in Birds and Man," which would lead one to expect a highly technical lecture with unintelligible latin names, but instead, the audience were pleasantly surprised to hear an interesting and entertaining address on gliding. Dr. Richardson pointed out that as long as men tried to imitate birds they did not succeed in flying, only when an American engineer sold himself the idea of constructing machines like bridges, were the first successes achieved.


Dr. Richardson talked with the enthusiasm of a keen amateur flyer and he made such a lively impression on the audience, that Miss Daisy Filmer, moving the motion of thanks, enquired whether Dr. Richardson was thinking of establishing an amateur flying group at V.U.C. The lecture was illustrated by a series of excellent slides and a film.







Come Dancing!


We have a Social Committee! And what is more it must be working. We have had our first Tea Dance, which was good. We have had Freshers Welcome, which was very good. Moreover the Committee has produced its programme for the year: here it is, subject of course, to the Principal's approval.


Firstly, Tea Dances 
[
unclear: rv] the Gym, the comforting atmosphere of the Women's Common Room being unobtainable this year. These usually occur fortnightly, the next being on Saturday, 3rd April.







Capping.


Commencing Monday the third of May, the Capping Week celebrations. Extrav is very probably off, but the Dramatic Club intends to rally to the fore with a non-stop review on Monday, plus dances in the gym, on Tuesday and Wednesday and Undergrad Supper on the Thursday (6th May) and Friday is filled by Capping and the Ball.


The second term brings—Friday 28th May—the opening dance, and Friday, 18th August for the Winter Sports Ball. The Glee club are brewing a concert for Friday, 10th September, with more dancing afterwards. End of term dance comes on Friday, the 8th October, and next the 'Swatting for Degree.' Reaction from this we feel will be riotous, whence the Final Ball (November 12th) the location of which is as yet unsettled.
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"
Like Partners To Varsity Debs."



Victoria Boys Overseas Welcome Parcels.





"Parcels to we lads over here are like partners to Varsity debs—eagerly awaited and given a hot time when they arrive,' says Sig. Athol Lane in thanking the Stud. Ass. for the parcels we sent away last October. Athol says he takes it that the building still houses the seats of learning and "is not a munition factory or W.A.A.F. Convent" and expects that "red ties are even more fashionable these days than they were in the past." Other M.E.F. boys who send thanks and greetings are Gnr. Cedric Irvine, Private John Blandford, Sergt. Cliff Oram, Neale Caradus, Capt W. B. Helean, Gunner P. W. Shanahan, L/Cpl. Keith Ellison and Lieut. K. F. Foy.



"There are a number of ex-students in these parts now" writes Major Alan Lomas, "and we have many interesting talks together about our happier days at V.U.C. Dick Wild I see a lot of and you will be interested to learn he is doing particularly well. At present he is the Brigade Major of the 4th N.Z. Arm Bde."


Sgt. L. B. (Sandy) Sandford now with the Public Relations Service at Maadi Camp tells us that:—"Allan Wilton is a Corporal in Pay Office. His right thumb was badly smashed in Libya in November, 1941, but it has been repaired well. Others in Pay include Sergeants Malcolm Highet, and Hugh Walls, and Corporal Tom Davies. In other parts of the camp you find Rollo Warburton, Sgt. Ian McAllister, W.O. II Ray Martin and Harold Sivyer. Charlie Gates, erstwhile Weir Man, has survived the rigours of O.C.T.U. and answers to 'Mr.' Ewart Hay and Jack Jeffs are at O.C.T.U. now. Norman Cullen, of Wanganui, told me yesterday that he had just received a letter from Alan Horsley, written in a P.W. Camp in Southern Italy. He had asked for some clothes and was still wearing the battle dress in which he was captured. . . . "old toast to the green and gold."


"Met Dick Wild and had his evenings in Cairo with him," writes Capt. Dick Simpson. "We recalled the old days at V.U.C, sang old Extravs songs and drank then the old toast to the green and gold. There has been no suitable opportunity for a V.U.C: re-Union but as soon as there is we will organise one and let you know all about it. . . ."


Barney Butchers has been going places. Was one of the first ashore at Algiers. "An amazing affair," he says, "especially after passing Gib, when the convoys joined forces, for in our limited horizon there was over a million tons of shipping cruising East and that was but a part of the undertaking. A sure proof of our mastery of the seas. Finally we finished up as Fleet boom crasher at Algiers. We learned later that the locals were quite surprised to see us get through as they carefully decorated the boom with mines in our honour. They didn't go off.






"
Cognac 1/- A Bottle. . . "


Undoubtedly the civilian population welcome the occupation for it meant more food. Up till then their entire produce had been commandeered by Vichy and handed on to Germany so that their diet consisted of black bread, oranges and wine (Cognac 1/- a bottle)—I was glad to sample the latter too. However we had to come back to England to carry on with the good work with the result that I'm at the old game of swat once more. Earlier in this month had a long yarn with Paul Taylor, who now has his ring and it was mighty fine to recall former Extrav days. ..."







George on the English.


"The difference between the Englishman in the street and a New Zealand man in the street," writes George Eiby, "is that whereas the New Zealander thinks of nothing but beer and horses the Englishman thinks of nothing." But we think dear old George (L.A.C. Eiby now) is being a little subjective perhaps. After all you get that way after six months in the Orkneys.
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Sport



With the passing of summer many sports clubs are quietly finishing off rather uneventful seasons. The absence of the old Easter tournament is particularly unfortunate for these clubs for it not only robs the end of season period of much of its interest but also removes the incentive to keep going over the long difficult vacation period.


The men's clubs should find that the altered man-power conditions will make their position much more satisfactory than last year. Certainly indications manifested so far bear out this belief.






Cricket.


The senior team has started to display the irritating characteristic peculiar to Varsity teams of winning matches when it doesn't really matter a damn. Both teams are now strong combinations though the strengthening process has caused some heartburning in the seconds, which is not without justification.



Weston who performed so well for the seconds has maintained his form in the seniors and against Midland-Wellington ran up an excellent 75. A left hander with a powerful hook he is content to wait a long time until he gets his eye in and then proceeds to let 'em have it.


The seconds, having beaten Midland-Wellington twice, decided at the third meeting to be noble and lose by five runs. Amongst the noblest was 
"Irish" O'Brien who, after several abortive attempts to run out his partner 
Bob Vance, finally succeeded much to the indignation of that young worthy who was not at all mollified to find he had top scored with 48. He had hoped for more—such is ambition. However poetic justice was meted out when 
Doug. Olson gave "
Irish" run out when he was most obviously in. This, of course, may have been from motives of vengeance resulting from an (incident of the previous Saturday but we are charitable enough to think not. After all what do Swedes know about cricket?


Things worth recording
—Orm. Creed, senior wicket-keeper, actually took a catch on the leg side for which feat he was awarded a long flagon of milk. 
Henry Moore believe it or not, put himself on for a whole over but gave up presumably in disgust at talking only one wicket.







Table Tennis.


Table Tennis is a game unknown to man and particularly to woman at V.U.C. The reasons is by no means clear. Perhaps it is that old Father Hannan had charge of, the club. However, a bloodless revolution has occurred in the ranks of the Club this year. The aforesaid Hannan has been promoted to the position of Club Captain, and a progressive committee has been set up. Club times are Monday night and lunch hours when the top Gym 
[
unclear: s] available. Balls will be provided. Since tea dancers polish the floor every other Saturday night, tennis shoes are essential for play.


How do you spend your lunch hours? There is no better way to spend it than to playing Table Tennis, except swatting. Good attendances are expected. Girls! Don't be afraid. If the boys hear feminine footsteps padding timorously up the Gym stairs, they will hide in "Salient" Room with fright.







Rugby.


There was a large attendance at the Annual General Meeting of the Rugby Club and what was very pleasing they were mostly freshers according to the secretary Orm Creed, who knows everybody if not everything.


The following officers were elected: Club captain, Henry Moore; Deputy Club captain, A. O'Shea; Secretary, O. Creed; Treasurer, 
[
unclear: P] A. Taylor; Teams officer, J. Tamlin King. Committee: J. Carrad, J. Stacey, W. Weston, B. Igglesden, plus the usual long list of fairy godmothers. It is evident that no resolution has taken place in the football club.


The issue of amalgamation with Old Boys was not raised because Old Boys themselves did not wish it. Club officials gave "Salient" numerous sound reasons why such an amalgamation would be undesirable but "Salient" never claimed that such an amalgamation would be a good thing for Varsity. We only thought that the insular attitude revealed when the question was raised would if general in the rugby world hardly do the game much good.



Items of Interest—(1) First practice probably Saturday, 17th April. (2) There will possibly be a trip to Wairarapa or Manawatu at Easter. (3) The senior team will be coached by Jim Parker and Henry Moore.



An appeal to all past members.—Please will you sell your old jerseys socks and shorts? These are now almost impossible to obtain, and it is understood that the N.Z.R.U. was not given any assistance by the Go vernment when it appealed for more jerseys.







Mighty Salubrious!


The idea of climbing Papatahi was a good one, but to many of the trampers who went over on this Orongorongo week-end, Papatahi remained just that—an idea.


But this deplorable decadence did not detract from the pleasure of the week-end. There was the swim at the Wainui river,—the brew that followed, there was the slow amble up the river, and there was a fine sleep out on the river bank, where talk went on to the wee small hours: then next day was the consummate pleasure (for some) of climbing the peak on which they had set their hearts, and (for others) there was the excitement of the poker game round the camp fire—sounds all western, doesn't it? There was the dubious satisfaction which emerges from a contemplation of married bliss (Mr. and Mrs. Boyd) and there was the scientific interest in collecting beetles. Altogether this tramp was of very general interest, and showed the wide varieties of types gathered together in the club's midst. A pity there were not more freshers! They would have enjoyed the week-end more than any beer party on a Saturday, or Bible Class on Sunday!







Swimming.


To the accompaniment of the raucous bellows of Weir House mingling discordantly with the shrill yipping of Vic A the Swimming Club started its, 1943 season on Tuesday, March 16th, at Thorndon Baths. Since then there has been another club night and a carnival.


A comprehensive programme of championship and novelty events was drawn up and then ignored just to add that subtle air of mystery which by keeping everyone guessing gives these evenings a zest all of their own.


The fields were small, particularly in the women's events, but the standard was quite high, certainly high enough to warrant a much larger attendance than eventuated. Outstanding performers were 
P. Fleischl G. Bogle and 
Misses Margaret Eichelbaum and Pat Gardiner. Most of the finishes were close enough to cause considerable excitement on the bank and many agitated consultations among the judges. On the first night the only easy win was, as expected, by 
Margaret Eichelbaum in the ladies' breaststroke. The diving proved popular particularly the awkward entry, where considerable natural talent was revealed. 
Miss Pat Gardiner on the first night won the serious competition with a neat display.


The meetings were successfully organised by 
Gib Bogle, but his efforts to organise some singling were mercifully abortive, generous offers of assistance being received with a marked coolness as apparently they had heard him before. Even Weir House has its pride.






"
On Through the Hail. ."


To make 1943 a brighter harrier season than ever was the desire of all present at the Annual General Meeting of the Harrier Club. Prospects for success in 'inter-club competitions seem assured with the continued support of such hard running men as Miles O'Connor, Dick Daniell, Alistair Scott, Giff. Rowberry, Ian McDowall and Peter de la Mare, while it was also apparent that the social tradition of the Club will not be forgotten.


Club officials elected were: President, Mr. Dixon; Club Captain, P. de la Mare; Vice-Captain, M. O'Connor; Sec.-Treas., G. McDowall; Committee, R. Daniell, F. O'Kan, D. Hefford.


At the invitation of Professor and Mrs. Gould the first run of the season will be held from Weir House on April 3rd. All interested in a good afternoon tea should resurrect the old green singlet and turn out for a little fresh air before satisfying the inner man. Remember, gentle freshers, in addition to some of the fastest harriers in Wellington our numbers include others whose rate of progress is much more suited for admiring the beauties of nature, so do not fear over-exertion but come and fill in those stagnant hours from two to four in the genial company of the Harrier Club.







Men's Hockey Club.


The prospects of the Hockey Club for the 1943 season are the brightest in its history.


The Club has a whole host of new players and for the first time since its foundation it is hoped to be able to field two Senior A teams. The selectors are faced with the problem of having almost too many good players. Among the more seasoned players who are back again are Dr. Evan Raine, Ken Kiddle, Ivor Ting, George Stacey, Grif Jones and Bruce Duncan. All of these players are Senior A standard and to these we add such well known players as 2nd Lieut. Speight, A.U.C. 1st XI, Trigger Gunn, ex-Wellington College and a Wellington Representative. Of 26 new members this year at least 14 are senior standard.


The Club committee consists of: Ken Kiddle, Ivor Ting, George Stacey and Barry O'Donnell. Archie Ives is Club Captain and is at present busy endeavoring to arrange a Hockey tournament.


Bruce Hands has left Wellington and his successor as secretary is Thorn Slinn. The Club hopes to start its practices on the 1st of April and the Committee wants all members to attend.







"T" Dance.


Pubs were closed—the pictures had not yet opened their doors; University students (and others) filled the gap by moving harmoniously round a slippery Gym floor and consuming quantities of asparagus patties, washed down with a beverage of dubious hue presumed by some to be tea, by others to be wish-wash.


Informality—joie de vivre—eclat (particularly obvious in the recital were the earmarks of the evening. The huddle of males herded round the door evaporates rapidly owing to the appalling absence of the feminine sex—thus inaugurating a new era in Tea dances.


The compering during the dance was of good caliber and refreshing after the stolid announcements of last year. The supper could have been better—the hour of the final dance could have been later—card tables could have been provided;— but these were minor items not detracting from the final success—
[
unclear: b] as for the music—it was lousy.
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[image: COME RIGHT IN! YOU are invited to join the PROGRESSIVE PUBLISHING SOCIETY and assist in the development of New Zealand radical and cultural literature. The object of this Society is to publish books and pamphlets by New Zealand authors on subjects that concern New Zealand. The scope is a wide one. "Best sellers" already published include: "FASCIST JAPAN" "THE SHADOW OVER NEW ZEALAND—VENEREAL DISEASE," and "NEW ZEALAND NEW WRITING" No. 1. Watch for "NEW ZEALAND" No. 2 coming out shortly! New members are wanted! Are you interested? There is a wide scope of activities including discussion groups, publicity and contributions. The Progressive Publishing Society is a wholly co-operative concern—write for full information to Box 956. Wellington.]
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unclear: Gee. Deeisades, Wallington.]
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Cricket





Cricket.


The senior team has started to display the irritating characteristic peculiar to Varsity teams of winning matches when it doesn't really matter a damn. Both teams are now strong combinations though the strengthening process has caused some heartburning in the seconds, which is not without justification.



Weston who performed so well for the seconds has maintained his form in the seniors and against Midland-Wellington ran up an excellent 75. A left hander with a powerful hook he is content to wait a long time until he gets his eye in and then proceeds to let 'em have it.


The seconds, having beaten Midland-Wellington twice, decided at the third meeting to be noble and lose by five runs. Amongst the noblest was 
"Irish" O'Brien who, after several abortive attempts to run out his partner 
Bob Vance, finally succeeded much to the indignation of that young worthy who was not at all mollified to find he had top scored with 48. He had hoped for more—such is ambition. However poetic justice was meted out when 
Doug. Olson gave "
Irish" run out when he was most obviously in. This, of course, may have been from motives of vengeance resulting from an (incident of the previous Saturday but we are charitable enough to think not. After all what do Swedes know about cricket?


Things worth recording
—Orm. Creed, senior wicket-keeper, actually took a catch on the leg side for which feat he was awarded a long flagon of milk. 
Henry Moore believe it or not, put himself on for a whole over but gave up presumably in disgust at talking only one wicket.
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Table Tennis





Table Tennis.


Table Tennis is a game unknown to man and particularly to woman at V.U.C. The reasons is by no means clear. Perhaps it is that old Father Hannan had charge of, the club. However, a bloodless revolution has occurred in the ranks of the Club this year. The aforesaid Hannan has been promoted to the position of Club Captain, and a progressive committee has been set up. Club times are Monday night and lunch hours when the top Gym 
[
unclear: s] available. Balls will be provided. Since tea dancers polish the floor every other Saturday night, tennis shoes are essential for play.


How do you spend your lunch hours? There is no better way to spend it than to playing Table Tennis, except swatting. Good attendances are expected. Girls! Don't be afraid. If the boys hear feminine footsteps padding timorously up the Gym stairs, they will hide in "Salient" Room with fright.
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Rugby





Rugby.


There was a large attendance at the Annual General Meeting of the Rugby Club and what was very pleasing they were mostly freshers according to the secretary Orm Creed, who knows everybody if not everything.


The following officers were elected: Club captain, Henry Moore; Deputy Club captain, A. O'Shea; Secretary, O. Creed; Treasurer, 
[
unclear: P] A. Taylor; Teams officer, J. Tamlin King. Committee: J. Carrad, J. Stacey, W. Weston, B. Igglesden, plus the usual long list of fairy godmothers. It is evident that no resolution has taken place in the football club.


The issue of amalgamation with Old Boys was not raised because Old Boys themselves did not wish it. Club officials gave "Salient" numerous sound reasons why such an amalgamation would be undesirable but "Salient" never claimed that such an amalgamation would be a good thing for Varsity. We only thought that the insular attitude revealed when the question was raised would if general in the rugby world hardly do the game much good.



Items of Interest—(1) First practice probably Saturday, 17th April. (2) There will possibly be a trip to Wairarapa or Manawatu at Easter. (3) The senior team will be coached by Jim Parker and Henry Moore.



An appeal to all past members.—Please will you sell your old jerseys socks and shorts? These are now almost impossible to obtain, and it is understood that the N.Z.R.U. was not given any assistance by the Go vernment when it appealed for more jerseys.
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Mighty Salubrious!





Mighty Salubrious!


The idea of climbing Papatahi was a good one, but to many of the trampers who went over on this Orongorongo week-end, Papatahi remained just that—an idea.


But this deplorable decadence did not detract from the pleasure of the week-end. There was the swim at the Wainui river,—the brew that followed, there was the slow amble up the river, and there was a fine sleep out on the river bank, where talk went on to the wee small hours: then next day was the consummate pleasure (for some) of climbing the peak on which they had set their hearts, and (for others) there was the excitement of the poker game round the camp fire—sounds all western, doesn't it? There was the dubious satisfaction which emerges from a contemplation of married bliss (Mr. and Mrs. Boyd) and there was the scientific interest in collecting beetles. Altogether this tramp was of very general interest, and showed the wide varieties of types gathered together in the club's midst. A pity there were not more freshers! They would have enjoyed the week-end more than any beer party on a Saturday, or Bible Class on Sunday!
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Swimming





Swimming.


To the accompaniment of the raucous bellows of Weir House mingling discordantly with the shrill yipping of Vic A the Swimming Club started its, 1943 season on Tuesday, March 16th, at Thorndon Baths. Since then there has been another club night and a carnival.


A comprehensive programme of championship and novelty events was drawn up and then ignored just to add that subtle air of mystery which by keeping everyone guessing gives these evenings a zest all of their own.


The fields were small, particularly in the women's events, but the standard was quite high, certainly high enough to warrant a much larger attendance than eventuated. Outstanding performers were 
P. Fleischl G. Bogle and 
Misses Margaret Eichelbaum and Pat Gardiner. Most of the finishes were close enough to cause considerable excitement on the bank and many agitated consultations among the judges. On the first night the only easy win was, as expected, by 
Margaret Eichelbaum in the ladies' breaststroke. The diving proved popular particularly the awkward entry, where considerable natural talent was revealed. 
Miss Pat Gardiner on the first night won the serious competition with a neat display.


The meetings were successfully organised by 
Gib Bogle, but his efforts to organise some singling were mercifully abortive, generous offers of assistance being received with a marked coolness as apparently they had heard him before. Even Weir House has its pride.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. An Organ of Student Opinion at Victoria College Wellington, N.Z. Vol. 6, No. 3 March 31th, 1943

"On Through the Hail. ."




"
On Through the Hail. ."


To make 1943 a brighter harrier season than ever was the desire of all present at the Annual General Meeting of the Harrier Club. Prospects for success in 'inter-club competitions seem assured with the continued support of such hard running men as Miles O'Connor, Dick Daniell, Alistair Scott, Giff. Rowberry, Ian McDowall and Peter de la Mare, while it was also apparent that the social tradition of the Club will not be forgotten.


Club officials elected were: President, Mr. Dixon; Club Captain, P. de la Mare; Vice-Captain, M. O'Connor; Sec.-Treas., G. McDowall; Committee, R. Daniell, F. O'Kan, D. Hefford.


At the invitation of Professor and Mrs. Gould the first run of the season will be held from Weir House on April 3rd. All interested in a good afternoon tea should resurrect the old green singlet and turn out for a little fresh air before satisfying the inner man. Remember, gentle freshers, in addition to some of the fastest harriers in Wellington our numbers include others whose rate of progress is much more suited for admiring the beauties of nature, so do not fear over-exertion but come and fill in those stagnant hours from two to four in the genial company of the Harrier Club.
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Men's Hockey Club.


The prospects of the Hockey Club for the 1943 season are the brightest in its history.


The Club has a whole host of new players and for the first time since its foundation it is hoped to be able to field two Senior A teams. The selectors are faced with the problem of having almost too many good players. Among the more seasoned players who are back again are Dr. Evan Raine, Ken Kiddle, Ivor Ting, George Stacey, Grif Jones and Bruce Duncan. All of these players are Senior A standard and to these we add such well known players as 2nd Lieut. Speight, A.U.C. 1st XI, Trigger Gunn, ex-Wellington College and a Wellington Representative. Of 26 new members this year at least 14 are senior standard.


The Club committee consists of: Ken Kiddle, Ivor Ting, George Stacey and Barry O'Donnell. Archie Ives is Club Captain and is at present busy endeavoring to arrange a Hockey tournament.


Bruce Hands has left Wellington and his successor as secretary is Thorn Slinn. The Club hopes to start its practices on the 1st of April and the Committee wants all members to attend.
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"T" Dance.


Pubs were closed—the pictures had not yet opened their doors; University students (and others) filled the gap by moving harmoniously round a slippery Gym floor and consuming quantities of asparagus patties, washed down with a beverage of dubious hue presumed by some to be tea, by others to be wish-wash.


Informality—joie de vivre—eclat (particularly obvious in the recital were the earmarks of the evening. The huddle of males herded round the door evaporates rapidly owing to the appalling absence of the feminine sex—thus inaugurating a new era in Tea dances.


The compering during the dance was of good caliber and refreshing after the stolid announcements of last year. The supper could have been better—the hour of the final dance could have been later—card tables could have been provided;— but these were minor items not detracting from the final success—
[
unclear: b] as for the music—it was lousy.
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