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The late Prince Consort



        

The late Prince Consort.


        
The journals of the past month have recorded an almost countless number of meetings held in all parts of the country for the purpose of voting addresses of condolence to the 
Queen on her recent bereavement. We believe there is hardly a public society, institution, or profession in the kingdom which has not already forwarded such an address to the Home Secretary for presentation. Nor have these addresses emanated from bodies in this country only. British residents in various towns on the continent have given similar testimonies of their esteem for the character and their admiration of the conduct of the late prince. Amongst our latest items of news from America is one recording the holding of a crowded meeting of the British inhabitants of New York, at which an address of sympathy to her Majesty was unanimously carried.


        
The next subject which has engaged the attention of all classes of the community has been the erection of an appropriate monument, or rather of  appropriate monuments, to the memory of the prince. It is now settled that a national monument shall be subscribed to by the country generally; and that, in addition, local monuments shall be raised in the principal provincial towns and in such places as possess any special association with the late prince’ life.


        
The central committee for the national monument was appointed at a meeting convened by the Lord Mayor at the Mansion-house on Jan. 14. The Lord Mayor presided, and among those who took part were the Bishop of London, 
Lord Stratford de Redcliffe, Baron de Rothschild, and Mr S. Morley. The practical resolution adopted by the meeting declared that the memorial should be of a monumental and national character, and that its design and mode of execution should be approved by the Queen. Committees throughout the kingdom were ordered to be formed, and the Bishop of London, in his able speech, expressed a hope that the fund would comprise the pennies of the poor no less than the larger contributions of the wealthy.


        
The total amount received for the memorial fund was, on January 25, about £15,000.


        
Subscriptions for local monuments have been opened in Manchester, Birmingham, Salford, and other places.
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The Prince Consort’s pedigree



        

The Prince Consort’s pedigree.


        

Thomas Carlyle, in one of his Essays, gives the following pedigree of 
Prince Albert with characteristic introductory remarks:—


        
“Another individual of the Ernestine Line, surely notable to Englishmen, and much to be distinguished amid that imbroglio of little Dukes, is the ‘
Prinz 
Albrecht 
Franz August Karl Emanuel von Sachsen-Coberg-Gotha;’ whom we call, in briefer English, 
Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg; actual Prince Consort of these happy realms. He also is a late, very late; grandson of that little stolen Ernst. Concerning whom both English History and English Prophecy might say something—but not conveniently in this place. By the generality of thinking Englishmen he is regarded as a man of solid sense and worth, seemingly of superior talent, placed in circumstances beyond measure singular. Very complicated circumstances; and which do not promise to grow less so, but the contrary. For the Horologe of Time goes inexorably on; and the Sick Ages ripen (with terrible rapidity at present) towards ——Who will tell us what? The human wisdom of this Prince, whatever share of it he has, may one day be unspeakably important to mankind!—But enough, enough. We will here subjoin his pedigree at least; which is a very innocent Document, riddled from the big Historical cinderheaps, and may be comfortable to some persons:—


        
“‘Ernst the Pious, Duke of Sachsen-Gotha (1601-1675), was one of Bernhard of Weimar’s elder brothers; great-grandson of Johann Frederick the Magnanimous, who lost the Electorate. Had been a soldier in his youth, succeeded to Gotha and the main part of the Territories; and much distinguished himself there. A patron of learning, among other good things; se: Seckendorf on compiling the 
History of the Reformation. To all appearance, an excellent, prudent, and really 
pious Governor of men. He left seven sons; who at first lived together at Gotha, and ‘governed conjointly’ but at length divided the Territories; Frederick the eldest taking Gotha, where various other Fredericks succeeded him, and the line did not die out till 1824. The other six brothers likewise all founded ‘Lines,’ Coburg, Meinungen, Rombild, Eisenberg, Hildburghausen, Saalfield, most of which soon died out; but it is only the youngest brother , he of 
Saalfield, with his line, that concerns us here.


        
“‘ 1st 
Johann Ernst (1658-1729) youngest son of Ernst the Pious; got 
Saalfield for his portion. The 
then Coburg Line died out in 1678, upon which arose great arguings as to who should inherit; arguings, bargainings; and, between the Meinungen and Saalfield especially, a lawsuit in the 
Reichshofrath (Imperial Aulic Council as we call it), which seemed as if it would never end. At length, in 1735, Saalfield ‘after two hundred and six 
Conclusa (Decrees) in its favour,’ carried the point over Meinungen; got possession of ‘Coburg town, and nearly all the Territory,’ and holds it ever since. Johann Ernst was dead in the interim—but had left his son.


        
“‘ 2d, 
Franz Josias (born 1697) Duke of 
Sachsen Saalfield—who, as we see, in =1735, after these ‘296 Decrees,’ got Coburg too, and adopted that town as his 
Residenz; Duke of SachsenCoburgSaalfeld thenceforth. A younger brother of this Franz Josias was the “Cobourg” (Austrian General)thrice famous in the French newspapers of 1792-94, if now forgotten. His (Franz Josias’s) son and successor was


        
“‘ 3d, 
Ernst Friedrich (1724-1800)—and his


        
“‘ 4th, 
Franz Friedrich Anton (1750-1806
. 
[sic: 
delete]) He left three daughters, one of whom became Duchess of Kent, and mother of 
Queen Victoria: likewise three sons; the youngest of whom is Leopold, now King of the Belgians and the eldest of whom was


        
“‘ 5th, 
Ernst Anton Karl Ludwig (1784-1844) ; to whom 
Sachsen Gotha fell in 1824—whose elder son is now reigning duke of 
Sachsen Cobourg-Saalfeld-Gotha (chief residence Gotha); and whose younger is


        
“‘ 6th, 

Prince Albert, whom we know.’”
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The late Prince Albert



        

The late Prince Albert.

        
(From the 
Daily Telegraph)


        
It has pleased Almighty God to take unto himself the Consort of our beloved 
Queen
 
[sic: .] No Pompous announcements in gazettes extraordinary—no sounding proclamations of his style and titles which, a few days hence, will be made by the emblazoned King at Arms, standing on the verge of his tomb—none of these, the sonorous symbols of earthly state and grandeur, can abate one jot from the awful impressiveness, the ghastly puissance of those few naked words which tell us that 
Prince Albert is dead, and that 
Queen Victoria is a widow. But yesterday, this Prince was among us—powerful, revered, caressed, beloved, handsome and generous, brave and wise, the happy father of blooming sons and daughters, the husband of the mightiest monarch of the world. His name was in all men’s mouths; his portrait was everywhere; the interest he took in every good and beautiful and humanising thing was universally felt. A magnificent industrial scheme drew its greatest claim to encouragement, derived its brightest prospect of success, from his approval and his aid. And now, all is in the dust. The departed Prince has left no enemies; his name was associated with no base cruelty and no unworthy intrigue, with no outrage and no wrong; his public career was infinitely dignified, discreet, and judicious; his private life was spotlessly pure and blameless. Surrounded by temptations, besieged by flatterers and timeservers, beset with incentives to either splendid indolence or to mischievous activity, enabled from his exalted position almost to brave censure and set criticism at defiance, he struck out for himself a line of life which suited alike the philosophical nature of his mind and the elaborate intellectual culture he had gone through. His genius and his capacity, his learning and his accomplishments, were devoted to a worthy and a glorious purpose.


        
But the Fiat went forth, and it was decreed that he was not fully to reap that which he had sown. In the flower of his age and the 
fulness 
[sic: fullness] of his strength—in all the glow and vigour of manhood—in prosperity, and honour, and splendour—in the enjoyment of perhaps the most perfect domestic happiness that it was ever the lot of man to know—the Cold Hand was laid on his wrist, the Cold Finger beckoned him away, the Cold Voice whose frigid accents must be heard someday by all of us—rich and poor, evil and just, princes and beggars—the Voice that no thunders can silence, no mortal dictates hush—penetrated through the tapestries of the Queen’s house, into the inner chambers, and passed the guards and pages, the lacqueys and chamberlains, and came to his bedside and said “It is time.” . . . . . Let us not pry with sacrilegious gaze into the mysteries of the house of mourning. For the present none can dare to hope that consolidation can penetrate where the loss has been so fearful and so immense. We can only humbly and reverentially trust that the strength of mind and firmness of character possessed by our Queen will enable her to bear up under this tremendous bereavement, and that when time has been good to her, and the moment for listening to words of condolence shall have arrived, it may soothe her wounded spirit to remember how her subjects wept for him who is no more—how her sorrow was the sorrow of millions upon millions of Britons—how once again those pledges of loyalty and affection were renewed, to convince the Queen of England that in weal and in woe, in adversity and prosperity, in life and unto death, she will ever be
 
[sic:  ]the object of our unalterable devotion and our inextinguishable love.
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[Anecdote of the royal courtship from the Morning Chronicle, reprinted in The New Zealand Spectator and Cook’s Strait Guardian, Saturday, April 5, 1862]



        
(From the
Morning Chronicle)


        
Many stories are told of the royal courtship, one of which is peculiarly graceful. It is stated that the deceased Prince played the part of a royal lover with all the grace peculiar to his house. He never willingly absented himself from the Queen’s society and presence, and her every wish was anticipated with the alacrity of an unfeigned attachment. At length Her Majesty, having wholly made up her mind as to the issue of this visit, found herself in some measure embarrassed as to the fit and proper means of indicating her preference to the Prince. This was a perplexing task, but the Queen acquitted herself of it with equal delicacy and tact. At one of the palace balls she took occasion to present her bouquet to the Prince at the conclusion of a dance, and the hint was not lost upon the polite and gallant German. His close uniform, buttoned up to the throat, did not admit of his placing the Persian-like gift where it would be most honoured, so he immediately drew his penknife, and cut a slit in his coat in the neighbourhood of his heart, where he gracefully deposited the happy omen.
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