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[Editorial, The New Zealand Spectator and Cook’s Strait Guardian, Saturday, October 5, 1861]



         
        
We are at length able to announce the gratifying intelligence of 

Sir George Grey’s arrival in New Zealand. The news was brought by the 

Storm Bird yesterday evening from Napier, a small vessel having arrived there from Auckland two days before the 

Storm Bird left with the information that His Excellency had arrived in Auckland on the 26th inst. Whatever faint hopes were secretly entertained in certain quarters that “something might turn up” to prevent 

Sir George from coming back to the scene of his former labours—we may add of his former peaceful triumphs—are entirely dissipated; there is no doubt that 
Colonel 
Browne is now no longer Governor of New Zealand, for 

Sir George Grey has assumed his duties. The state of suspense in which the Colony has for some time past remained will now be removed—the hour has come said the man—and henceforth we may hope for progress and consequent prosperity.
  

        
A story is told of 
Tom 
Sheridan (nephew of the celebrated wit and orator) going out for a day’s shooting with an Irishman as his attendant. Tom was a bad shot, and missed very time he fired, while his attendant exhausted his ingenuity in compliments and excuses for his bad luck. At length Tom fired his last shot and missed as usual, on which his companion drily observed—“You made them have that however.”—Now this seems to us very much the way in which 
Colonel 
Browne’s flatterers attempt to console him for his failures in New Zealand. They pretend that he is the only Governor who has attempted to carry out a clear and definite policy towards the Natives, and affect to lament, that while he has laboured another will enter in to reap the reward of his labours. Nothing can be more absurd or untrue than such a statement. To expect a definite policy from one who neither understood or cared to understand the Natives, their habits, or their language, who took no pains to conceal his indifference to them, and seldom troubled himself to stir twenty miles from Auckland during the term of his administration so that the majority of Natives never had the opportunity of seeing him,—this would indeed have been a fallacy. What was this boasted policy? To put down the feuds at 
Taranaki after they had ceased,—not by punishing those who had been guilty of murder, but by commencing a new system of land purchasing—of land stealing as the Natives call it,—which arrayed the tribes against the Government in one hostile body and which ended in the destruction of that Province;—to put down the King movement, by allowing it to grow to its present formidable proportions without any interference on his part, and after repeated assurances that it would die away of itself to attack the only Chief of importance who had not joined the movement but had always been friendly to the Europeans and the Government, while he pensioned the Maori King to the day of his death and paid for his coffin out of public money. Equally preposterous is it to pretend that 
Colonel 
Browne can claim any credit for the present suspension of hostilities since it is notorious that had he and his advisers who caused the war continued to administer the government of the Colony, by this time a war of 
a  
[sic: 
delete]races would have been raging in this Island, and all hope of its peaceful colonization would have been completely extinguished. Now that 
Colonel 
Browne is incapable of doing any more mischief, and what is of much more consequence, now that his former advisers under whose influence he acted, are removed from office, we could gladly allow him to depart without bestowing another thought upon him, were it not for the injudicious praises of his friends who claim for him credit to which he is in no way entitled.
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Arrival of 
Sir George Grey at Auckland.
 

        
By the 

Storm Bird we learn via Napier that his Excellency 

Sir George Grey arrived at Auckland on the 26th September in 
H.M.S. 
Cossack. We are informed that his Excellency was received with great demonstrations of respect and joy, the day being observed as a general holiday. It is reported that two regiments are coming from the Cape, when probably the portion of the 12th regiment at present in Auckland will return to Australia. The news was brought to Napier by the cutter 
Aquila which left Auckland the day on which 

Sir George Grey arrived.
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Wanganui


  
        
Wanganui.

        
(From the 

Wanganui Chronicle, Sept. 26.)


        


Sir George Grey.—The following address to his Excellency has been numerously signed. It will be forwarded by this day’s Post:—


        
To his Excellency 
Sir George Grey, K.C.B., Governor of the Islands of New Zealand, &c.


        
We, the Undersigned, inhabitants of the town and settlers in the district of 
Wanganui, beg respectfully to address your Excellency upon the occasion of your re-appointment in the Government of the Colony of New Zealand.


        
We beg to assure your Excellency that we hail the event with most sincere gratification, feeling convinced that to the eminent ability, personal influence, and weight of your name with the aborigines, we may look with confidence for a speedy solution of the difficulties which unhappily have beset the colony now for a considerable period in connection with Native Matters.


        
We beg to assure your Excellency of our hearty support to such measures as may be deemed necessary for the re-establishment of peace, and for the promotion of the future welfare and prosperity of the colony at large, as well as of our best wishes for health and happiness to your Excellency.

      



tm/scholarly/tei-NZETC-About-copyright.html





Victoria University of Wellington Library





Copyright and Conditions of Use



				
Copyright and Conditions of Use


				

					
In Copyright


					
Where a text is in copyright, all text and images are copyright to the original authors and/or publisher. In copyright texts and images are made available for non-commercial use only. All forms of electronic or print re-sale or re-distribution are forbidden without written permission, please contact us.


					
Currently, a text is shown as in copyright when there is no Creative Commons License visible in the sidebar, and a link to this page is presented.


				

				

					
Creative Commons Share-Alike license


					
Where the original text is out of copyright it is our policy to provide the digitised version under a 
New Zealand Creative Commons Attribution Share-Alike License (CC BY-SA).


					
The Creative Commons Attribution Share-alike license allows anyone to re-use material in our texts under the following conditions:


					

		attribution to the source of the material is included by marking the material with the collection name ("The New Zealand Electronic Text Collection") and the link to the material as found on our website;


		the re-use of the material is licensed under the same license, allowing others to further re-use the material. This means that the re-use of the material must be marked with the same Creative Commons license.




					
Use of the Creative Commons Attribution Share-alike license allows us to make material freely available to the community for re-use, and also ensures that:


					

		any errors in the material can be traced back to the Victoria University of Wellington Library as the originator of the digital reproduction;


		such material continues to be freely available to the community after subsequent re-use.




				

				

					
Examples of Reuse under Creative Commons Share-Alike license


					
We encourage the re-use of Creative Commons Share-Alike licensed NZETC material. Examples of re-use include:


					

		Multiple entries in the 
Mix and Mash competitions run by DigitalNZ


		Blog posts, such as this one about the 
Cyclopedia of New Zealand by IwiKiwi


		Books and other publications


		Museum displays




				

				

					
Other Creative Commons Licenses


					
More restrictive Creative Commons licenses may be used in the cases of copyright texts where the copyright holder is amenable to using a Creative Commons license. You will need to refer to the license text (available by clicking on the CC license logo) for the specific restrictions and re-use allowed.


				

				

					
Statement of Liability


					
While we have sought to ensure there are no intellectual property rights in the material that would prevent copying and other re-use, please note that material on this website marked with a Creative Commons license is released on an as-is basis and with no representations or warranties of any kind, to the greatest extent permissible by law. Subject to any liability which may not be excluded or limited by law, the Victoria University Library shall not be liable on any legal basis (including without limitation negligence) and hereby expressly excludes all liability for loss or damage howsoever and whenever caused to you.


				

			




cover.jpg
Nzerc





