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Foreword



It is with pleasure that the Nelson Historical Society issues a new Journal. With this publication we welcome Mrs Margaret Brown as our new Editor. The Society's thanks go to our retiring Editor, Dr C. R. Barnicoat for the many journals he has so successfully produced over a long period. He was responsible for the attractive formal used for the Journals during the past ten years.



This issue contains a variety of short articles which cover a wide range of interest in aspects of Nelson Provincial History. A valuable index to Volumes I and 2 of the Society's Journals, compiled by Mr B. E. Dickinson, has been included and should add greatly to the value of earlier issues.



The Committee hopes to produce a journal once a year and also to sponsor other publications of local historical interest. We would ask our members and the public to help us to distribute these as widely as possible.




Ian D. Simpson,


President
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James Mackay Junior and the Kaikoura Purchase






The Nelson Historical Society is anxious to have the hut which is named after James Mackay Junior correctly spelt and pronounced. Unfortunately this hut on the Heaphy Track appears on maps as MacKay and is pronounced M'Kay. The correct spelling has no capital K and is pronounced Macki as in Mackay's Bluff and Mackay St, Greymouth. The Federation of Historical Societies has taken the matter up with the Geographical Board.


James Mackay Jr. came to New Zealand with his family in the "Slains Castle" in January 1845. His father settled at "Drumduan", Wakapuaka. James was then a lad of 13 or 14 and with his cousin Alexander, a couple of years younger, worked on the farm until he took up land for himself in Golden Bay in 1853. By this time he had become expert in the language of the Maori people, and also understood their character and way of life. Soon after gold was discovered in the Collingwood area he found that much of his time was taken up with the settling of goldfield disputes, especially those involving Maoris. Before this his natural curiosity had led him to make several trips exploring unknown parts of the province, looking for grazing land, for passes over the hills or finding out just what the West Coast was like, incidentally he was the first European who had anything good to say about it.


In 1859 the Governor proclaimed the Collingwood Goldfield and appointed James Mackay the younger as the first Goldfield Warden and Magistrate. His father was at this time writing to the Commissioner of Native Lands, his friend Donald McLean, recommending his son for the position of Assistant Native Commissioner. Mackay's best known achievement in that capacity is the purchase of the West Coast for three hundred pounds ($600), but this rather misleading statement refers to only one of his transactions.


Before 1856 Commissioner Spain had arranged the purchase of Marlborough, Canterbury and the West Coast, but payment had been made only to some of the tribes involved, usually to those who held the land by right of conquest, while it was later recognised that the surviving conquered also had claims. The task set Mackay was to "extinguish the Maori title", that is to settle with minor owners and to set aside reserves for their use. His first assignment was to complete the Kaikoura purchase and then to continue on to the West Coast and deal with the Arahura block. Donald McLean hoped that two hundred pounds ($400) would be sufficient to pay for both titles.





The Commissioner for Native Lands was definite that Mackay was to carry out his task as economically as possible—"You should be provided with a surveyor, whose duty it will be to define boundaries of each reserve…use natural boundaries where possible…to avoid future disputes. Secure the services of a competent person at Kaikoura if possible as much expense will therefore be obviated…if not possible engage a surveyor in Nelson… making the most economical arrangements possible…Bear in mind that strictest economy consistent with an effective performance of this duty will be required by His Excellency's Government …The total sum estimated for the completion of the Kaikoura and Arahura claims is two hundred pounds ($400) which amount will be placed at your disposal to be apportioned as you may deem most desirable. Great reliance is placed on your own judgement and discretion."


James Mackay set out from Nelson with two hundred golden sovereigns in his pack, and on the 25th of February he reported to the Chief Land Commissioner, Auckland, from Kaikoura.


"I arrived here yesterday bringing with me the whole of the natives residing between the River Waiautoa and the Peninsula. I have not yet met Kaikoura (Whakatau, the premier chief) but dispatched a letter to him by a messenger this morning. The natives are anxious to know how much money I intend to give them for the land…I have not yet told them what I have been instructed to pay…They are very exorbitant in their demands, asking no less a sum than £5,000 ($10,000) for their claims, they seem to have a thorough knowledge of the value of the land and seem acquainted with sums that have been paid by run-holders in the Amuri district…


"Land claimed by them commences at the Hurunui and is bounded in the south by that river to its source; and on the east by the sea from the last named place to the Wairau Bluffs (dividing the Wairau Plain from Kaparatehau); on the west by a line drawn from the Bluffs (Parinui awiti) to the Wairau Gorge, from thence to Rangitahi (Lake Tennyson, Tarndale); from thence it is bounded by the range of mountains lying to the eastward of the Buller and Grey Districts, West Coast, to the pass of the Hurunui and Teremakau—this includes the whole of Awatere, Tarndale. Clarence (Waiautoa), Amuri and Waiauau country—about two and a half million acres.


"The greater part of these districts is now occupied by sheep-farmers, many of whom have purchased considerable quantities of land from the Government. Some of the settlers have been annoyed by the natives, e.g. William McRae of the Clarence, whom they have prevented from building a woolshed at the landing place on the run which he occupies. There are others in similar situations and it is therefore necessary that the Native Title should be extinguished as soon as possible to prevent disputes arising between the two races.


"I have brought two hundred pounds ($400) with me, having heard the natives are not likely to part with the land for £150. I 

will do all in my power to induce the natives to accede to the terms offered, if I am not successful I recommend that five hundred pounds ($1,000) be allowed."


Altogether Mackay spent over three months in the area. For about a month he was engaged in prolonged discussions with the Maori Tribes, and we surmise that was when he sat on the rock which he has marked on a map of the South Bay Reserve as "Te Turu o Make" (Mackay's Stool). Once the talking was over he set about marking off the reserves.


On April 10th 1859, Mackay wrote from Christchurch to Donald McLean, "I have the honour to report that the Ngaitahu of Kaikoura and Kaiapoi have surrendered to the Crown the whole of their lands northward of the River Hurunui for the sum of three hundred pounds (£600)…I have incurred the responsibility of paying the sum of three hundred pounds, this being one hundred more than I considered the sum placed at my disposal for effecting the above object." He then gives his reasons for paying the larger sum—the natives, well aware of the market price of land refused lesser offers and threatened to evict settlers who had bought land from the Government in good faith, this would obviously be more costly in the long run; European settlers felt insecure till the matter was settled. All in all the additional price seemed the cheapest way out. In fact, Mackay added, he had difficulty in persuading the natives to accept that amount, it was only when he appeared ready to quit bargaining and leave for Christchurch that they felt they could not bear to see the ready money withdrawn. So all was signed and Mackay himself laid off the reserves as no surveyor was available. They were well marked with natural boundaries where possible, and though he feared his superiors might think them over generous, he assured them that the land was in the main poor and barely sufficient for the Maoris' needs.


And so ended the Kaikoura Purchase, and James Mackay set out overland for the West Coast, a journey not without its perils and excitements. In November 1862 after the purchase of the Coast had been accomplished, and after Mackay had reported the settlement of a claim in the Wangamoa area, the Acting Native Secretary, in acknowledging his report, added, "I am directed by the Minister of Native Affairs to inform you that he has, during a long time past, observed with pleasure that your reports generally show that what cases are taken in hand by you are really settled, and that your proceedings in this instance are entirely approved."







Sources:


Compendium of Official Documents re Native Affairs in the South Island compiled by Alexander Mackay, 1873.


Reports in Nelson Examiner re journeys etc.


Sherrard: History of Kaikoura.
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Three Ordeals for a Gentle Settler or 
John Kidson's Long Journey Home



by Elsie Locke




We are grateful to Elsie Locke who has sent us this story that she "uncovered" while researching her family history, "Discovering the Morrisons".



One of the most vivid stories relating to the Wairau Affray of 1843 is the experience of John Kidson. In later life he worked as a gardener for John Poynter. Hilda Small tells us in her book, "Nelson's First Lawyer" that John Kidson never smoked but liked to work with a flower in the corner of his mouth, so Poynter's little daughter found him a fresh "pipe" every morning.


John Kidson did not emigrate as the labourer he quickly became. He was a boat-builder by trade when he sailed in the "Bolton" in 1842 with his wife and their first three children, another was born soon after they landed. He never had the chance to build boats in Nelson. Later he signed the Memorial of Mechanics and Labourers claiming compensation from the New Zealand Company for its unfulfilled promises. This was headed by John Perry Robinson who later became Provincial Superintendent. Nelson had far too large a proportion of working men and the miserable relief given them is well described. These words are included: "We feel we should not fulfil the whole of our duty if we omit to bring before you the case of the widows and orphans of those of our fellow labourers who were induced, and in some cases forced, under the penalty of losing their employment, to accompany your agent to the Wairau." (Nelson Examiner, 27 April 1850).


Amelia Kidson came near to being one of these widows. No doubt it was John's skill with boats that got him involved. He was among the crew who transported the Chief Surveyor, Frederick Tuckett, to investigate Maori resistance to the surveys of the Wairau Plains which had never been properly purchased. The events which culminated in the Wairau Affray are well described by Ruth Allan in "Nelson, a History of Early Settlement". I am concerned here with the courage and endurance of one man.


I take up the story, very slightly abridged, from the Nelson Examiner, 23 December, 1843, with his first ordeal when the fighting ceased at Tua Marina.


I told Mr Thompson and Captain Wakefield…I would not surrender as long as I could run. Seeing that I could no longer remain with any chance of escaping, I started up the hill, and I was the last who got away before the natives came up to those who surrendered themselves. I was pursued by three Maories and a dog, at a distance of about seventy yards, and several bullets were discharged by them, which whizzed by me too close to be 

pleasant. If I slopped for a moment and presented my gun, they immediately lay down in the fern.


I continued running up the hill, but found them gaining on me. As my gun contained my last charge, I threw it aside, and while they sought it I increased the distance between us. On going over the next hill, a man named Warner, who lay in the fern, called to me, but I beckoned to him to be quiet, which he did, and thereby saved his life, as the natives passed within a few yards of where he lay. My pursuers were again coming up with me, so I took off my coat and threw it away, and then speedily got over the top of the hill into a wooded and deep gully. Here I lay down dead beat, but saw the natives on the hillside from between the trees, endeavouring to lay the dog on my track. I drew out my knife to be ready for whatever might happen, but thank God they did not venture down to me, as the dog would not take up the scent.


I remained quiet until dark, and then started over hill and dale, and a wretched night I had, wading through swamps and rivers; sometimes crawling through, and sometimes rolling over the high fern. At length I came to a river, which I could not touch the bottom of, so I got up a tree to wait till the moon rose, that I might see the other side. (Probably the Pukaka stream.) Here the thought of home almost drove me mad, and I am not ashamed to say I was greatly relieved by having a good cry.


When the moon rose I swam to the other side of the river, which was not very wide, I then pulled off my waistcoat and shirt and wrung them—my trowsers were torn into pieces. The travelling was now better, and I reached the hills which overlook Robin Hood's Bay (just outside Port Underwood) about daybreak


In this bay is a pa, to which the natives had proceeded. I did not know they were there until I had got half way down the hill, when I recognised their whaleboat. A native who saw me called to me to come down, but I turned round and ran into the bush. About three o'clock in the afternoon I reached Ocean Bay, tired, nearly naked, and very hungry, having eaten nothing since six o'clock on the morning of the day previous. I was well received by the whalers, and remained with them two days.


John Kidson volunteered for his second ordeal. He was among the crew of the boat which took Reverend Samuel Ironside, the missionary of Port Underwood, down the coast and over the Wairau bar and up the river in weather too daunting for the sailors of the Government brig 
Victoria. They reached the scene of battle and sadly buried all the dead they could find.


The Company boat had been taken by the Maoris. The survivors were short of transport and had reason to fear the hazards of those uncharted coasts. The routes through Picton and Havelock were as yet unknown. The Tophouse pass had been discovered and used, but no track had been cut or marked. Here John Kidson faced his third ordeal.


I set out with four others to walk round to Nelson, as we preferred doing so to going by boat. Our provisions at starting consisted of about twenty-one pounds of biscuit, and three pieces 

of pork weighing about twelve pounds, and a little tea and sugar. We were without compass, but one of the party had instructions from Mr Tuckett of the route. We slept that night at the pa at Robin Hood's Bay (The Maoris were now co-operative).


On the following day we were at the (deserted) pa at the mouth of the Wairau, and finding an old canoe there we ascended the (Opawa) river in it, as far as what had been Mr Cotterell's station, where we slept that night with one blanket to cover five persons.


The next day we walked as far as we were able, and then lay down wet and miserable, it having rained nearly all the day. We got but a short distance the next day, as the rivers were swollen by the rain and we could not cross them. The two following days we also travelled slowly; and as our provisions were running short, we were compelled to go on short allowance. This was the worst of all, and caused plenty of grumbling. I had shot a few ducks, which helped a little.


A council was held to consider whether it was better to go on or return. We at length all set forward again together. That night we reached the long desired wood (ten miles of beech forest over the Tophouse pass), and at the entrance we shared the last of our provisions, which amounted to half a pannikin of biscuit crumbs each. I had also shot a kaka, which we stewed in our tea-kettle. Two of the party saved a part of their share till the next day, but I and the others ate our portions and wished for more. Here we lay for the night, wet, cold and hungry.


We had great difficulty to get through the wood, and as we proceeded, differed widely as to the right course. Some thought we were too much to the right, others that we had gone too far to the left, but I kept my own course and the others followed. Although I had strong misgivings that we were going wrong, I said nothing, as it was distressing to hear the complainings of the others.


After a day and a half of toil we got out of the wood, and then there were pleasant faces, although we were weak for want of food and the rain continued to fall. We halted for the night about three miles from the wood, and I tried to get some fern root, but it was too small to be of any use.


In the morning we saw a smoke at a distance, which cheered us up, and we journeyed towards it down a valley which I have since learnt was the Motueka. When we came to the river we found it very rapid, and in crossing, which I was the first to do, I was carried off my legs. Thank God. I managed to scramble to the opposite side, but the others would not follow me. So I pushed on alone, and after some time saw two of my companions coming up to me. Having found a wild turnip I sat down and ate it, and another of our party soon reached us.


As we could see nothing of him who was now missing, we feared he had been drowned in crossing the river. We ascended a hill to obtain, if possible, a sight of the fire, but neither smoke nor fire was to be seen. We now agreed that when we halted for the night we should kill a dog that was with us, which had belonged 

to Burton, one of the men who had fallen at the Wairau, to give us a chance of reaching our homes, as we were sinking for the want of food.


Before proceeding further, I proposed to fire off my gun, in order that our missing companion might hear it if he was alive. This was agreed to—and my gun was answered by two voices from the bottom!


This gave us great joy, as we knew some succour was at hand, because we had lost only one companion, and there were two persons near us. At last one called me by name, but we could not find them until they had lighted a fire. We found them to be two men who had been sent in search of us. They furnished us with provisions, and one went on to look for our missing companion. In about half an hour they returned together, and we were then taken on to some whares at a short distance where we rested for a couple of hours. We then went on to a survey station, where we slept the night, the men waiting on us as if we were children. Goddard, the man we had supposed was lost, was very ill for a great part of the night, which we attributed to his eating wild turnip.


The next morning we started for Nelson, about thirty miles distant, which we reached about seven o'clock in the evening and thus closed our eleven days' wandering. Although the distance we travelled the last day was considerable for us, I cared little for it, as my thoughts were on home, my wife and little ones.


John Kidson did not name his other companions. None of them could have had the slightest experience of the bush and the rivers. John himself appears never to have gone to sea again, although his descendants included lighthouse-keepers, boat-builders, sailors and yachtsmen.


Perhaps, with those fearsome memories, he relished the humble life of a gardener with a blossom for a pipe.




Elsie Locke
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The Old Gun


"A gun now on exihibition in a window of E. Buxton & Co's premises in Trafalgar Street has a most interesting history. The firearm, which is now in the possession of Mr George Hall of Brightwater, was originally a flintlock made in 1745 and was used at the Battle of Waterloo in 1815 by Thomas Tyrell senior, a great-grandfather of Mr Hall. In 1834 it was converted into a nipple gun, and was brought to New Zealand by Thomas Tyrell in 1842. In 1843 Tyrell was amongst those killed at the Wairau Massacre, the gun being accidentally discharged and killing the chief's daughter. This accident, it is said, brought about the massacre. The stock of the gun was burnt in a fire at Thorpe in 1916."


Editor's note. This is an extract from an undated clipping taken from the 
Nelson Evening Mail. It is understood that this weapon is the treasured possession of some of the descendants.
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Nelson Provincial Museum and Library






Many people do not realise that Nelson has one of the best collections of local historical material in New Zealand. This collection was started by the late Dr F. A. Bett, who for some forty years was an assiduous collector of books, newspapers, documents, letters, in fact of anything pertaining to the early history of the Province. Dr Bett was never selfish in his collecting, always his aim was that he would eventually leave the people of Nelson valuable resource material for future historians. He hoped his collection would be suitably housed in Nelson and be available to its citizens under proper safeguards.


The building of the Provincial Museum at Isel Park in 1973 included a library for this valuable collection which had been stored in Wellington since Dr Bett's death, pending the provision of suitable fire-proof building. The trustees of the collection have been able to add to it over the years, while the valuable Marsden Collection belonging to the Cawthron Institute is housed in the same building. For many years the Nelson Historical Society collected much material which has been added to the Library. Since its opening many additions have been made by bequests and donations. Family records, letters, diaries, either copies or originals are now available.


Such material is of little value to the student or researcher unless it is professionally catalogued and arranged. The Museum Trust Board was most fortunate in securing the services of Mrs N. Russell as Librarian. Not only does she catalogue, but she is personally interested in and acquainted with the material, and is able to suggest ways of tracking down elusive information. The excellent standard of the Library is recognised by both the Turnbull Library and the National Archives, who are ready to let Nelson have duplicate material of local interest. A senior official of the Alexander Turnbull Library has said that, thanks to the excellent foundation laid by Dr Bett's Collection, Nelson has a more comprehensive range of local source material than any other Provincial Centre.


Another unique historical feature of the Provincial Museum is the large collection of Tyree photographs. The Tyree Brothers were not only expert photographers, they were also great travellers. During the 1890s they journeyed by horse and trap to every part of the Nelson Province capturing for posterity views, buildings and portraits of pioneers. It is indeed fortunate that the plates are now housed at the Museum and that the staff are able to supply prints. This is also a growing section as more old photographs are copied and catalogued.


It is obvious that the present premises are becoming inadequate, especially as it has been decided to house the Cawthron Museum there. This collection is one of the few Natural History Museums in the country. At present the Museum Trust Board are examining 

plans for extensions. These will give extra gallery space for Nelson exhibits, a Cawthron Gallery, a lecture Hall which can be used for school classes, and additional library space, with more room for researchers to work. This is all being planned in an imaginative way to take advantage of the unique park setting. It is doubtful if any other museum is surrounded by such a wealth of trees and flower beds, while Isel House, with its display of period furniture and priceless china, helps to make the complex one of Nelson's greatest assets.







Nelson Museum Education Service


Museum Education Services have been operating in larger centres for many years providing opportunities for the resources of Museums to be used in teaching programmes. The Nelson Service began in May 1974 with the appointment of Mrs J. Ford as a part-time teacher, employed by the Nelson Education Board for fifteen hours a week.


Classes of Primary, Intermediate and Secondary School pupils visit the Museum, Broadgreen House or Isel House by appointment, for lessons on specified topics. Much use is made of Museum material normally kept in storage, and selected items are able to be handled, thus making articles previously seen in pictures a reality.


The Education Service is now an established part of the Nelson Provincial Museum's life, and since its inception nearly 10,000 children have been involved.
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A Century of Inventions



By J. N. W. Newport


Sometimes the question is asked, "Why take such an interest in local history?" and one has to pause to consider the matter. With the rapidly changing social pattern we need something of the spirit of faith and endeavour which characterized the lives of the pioneers. One stabilising influence in our community in recent years has been the interest in local and family history—a link which so easily could be lost. Our historical societies and similar bodies have been stirring up new interest and showing the value of learning from the past. Most of our modern appliances, means of transport, and so many things which we take for granted, have only been developed in the last one hundred years. The pioneers in this country had none of these advantages, yet they strove against great odds to exist and develop this fine land.


To a generation growing up in a world dominated by motorcars, aeroplanes, radio, television, computers, as well as a multiplicity of electrical gadgets it is difficult to realise just how recent all these 

inventions really are. How easy it is to forget that the home sewing machine was not in general use a hundred years ago. The first practical machine of this kind was invented by Isaac Singer in 1851 but it was many years before they came into common use. Typewriters were an even newer invention as in 1873 the Remington company began the manufacture of the first successful writing machine. This was world news and the 
Nelson Evening Mail in September 1874 reported "A type-writing machine has been patented at America that, if successful, will rank as one of the principal inventions of the day. The type-writer is about the size of an ordinary sewing machine and is worked with keys similar to piano keys. It is claimed that an expert can write with it easily sixty words a minute. Any person, it is said, with only two weeks practice can write with it faster than a pen. It can also 'manifold' or write two to twenty copies at once, whenever desired.'


A century ago railways in New Zealand only consisted of a few short lines in various places and many years passed before train services opened up inland transport for both goods and passengers. It has been the development of modern transport which has made much of our present industry possible. In 1876 internal combustion engines were only being developed, with the Otto gas engines first coming out in that year. Then years later, in 1886, Daimler and Benz brought out the first motorcar, the forerunner of the modern motor vehicles. The production of pneumatic tyres by Dunlop in 1888 was a major factor in the development of these vehicles. Pneumatic tyres also greatly helped the development of bicycles and the Rover safety cycle, which had been patented in 1885, soon led to this replacing the earlier penny-farthing machine. Early in the 1900's there were few cars in New Zealand but Henry Ford brought out his Model T in 1908 and, with mass production, provided a vehicle at a very reasonable price. Motor vehicles were in general use from the early 1920's. At that time there were few aeroplanes in the country but, with rapid advances in engines and aircraft design, passenger aircraft became the accepted form of travel.


From the point of view of economics one of the great discoveries was refrigeration. The trial shipment of meat and a small amount of dairy produce to England in 1882 proved that New Zealand could provide overseas markets with quality food products and be confident that the shipments would arrive in first class condition. Smaller home units naturally followed the development and use of commercial refrigeration in meat works and factories.


Alexander Bell patented the first successful telephone in 1876 and this in turn has led to the further development of radio and other forms of communication. Likewise modern photography became possible following the introduction of portable cameras by George Eastman in 1888. The Daguerrotype of reproduction had been in use from 1837 but cameras had only developed over the years.


Thomas Edison's inventions were certainly ones which had far reaching effects. He experimented for years before managing to 

produce the first reliable incandescent lamp but in 1886 the first house to house installation of electric lights was in progress. In 1877 he had produced the first successful phonograph and that meant that for the first time music and speech could be recorded and played. The writer does not know just when the first phonographs were imported into New Zealand but in March 1891 the 
Marlborough Express announced that Edison's 'astounding talking machine', the phonograph, was being demonstrated in Ewart's Hall. More than a year later, in September 1892, the editor of the 
Golden Bay Argus gave his personal recommendation, "Be sure and hear the wonderful phonograph on Saturday. I have heard it …" The development of moving pictures was the other great achievement of the time. In the 
Golden Bay Argus of June 2 1898 one finds that moving pictures had arrived at Collingwood, "The Exposition of the Kinematagraph, one of Edison's latest inventions, given at the public hall on Saturday and Monday …"


It is not the writer's intention to trace the later inventions concerning electrical equipment, electronics, and all the other conveniences of our time but sufficient has been said to indicate the rapid rate of development in the past one hundred years.


What a century of development!


And just one final thought.


New Zealand was still a very young country a century ago and it is an interesting thought that we have nonogenarians in our community who have seen the introduction of the modern developments which have produced the sophisticated society in which we now live.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Nelson Historical Society Journal, Volume 3, Issue 3, September 1977

A Journey from Riwaka to Nelson 1844





A Journey from Riwaka to Nelson 1844



From "Colonial Experiences" by an Old Colonist (William Pratt) published London, 1877


One hundred years ago William Pratt published his Colonial experiences after he had returned to England. It is obvious that the lapse of more than thirty years had not dimmed his memory and he gives us one of the most vivid accounts of the very early days of the Nelson Settlement. He had been advised to settle in Riwaka,



Footnote. Information from Mrs Morva Borcovsky (nee Bradley), of Murchison indicates that we have relatives of Thomas Alva Edison in the Nelson province. A sister of Edison emigrated to New Zealand, and her daughter, Sarah Elizabeth Stillwell, married Peter Drummond, who had emigrated from Scotland to Nelson in the 
Fifeshire in 1842. Mrs Borcovsky's mother was a Miss Drummond, sister of Bob, and of Clive who was the well known radio announcer.





"a very pretty valley, with plenty of good land, and nearly all the residents well known to me, they having been fellow passengers in the 'Indus'." They were employed on road work with some time to do their own building and cultivation. On the suggestion of Mr Fox, the Company's Agent, a Co-operative store had been established. One of the settlers was appointed manager, and all went well until his balance sheet showed a deficiency for which he could not account. This led to much recrimination, and a deputation was appointed to set out by boat to inform Mr Fox. The unfortunate storekeeper refused to give up his books as he was sure the error could be found, he determined to travel overland and hoped to arrive in Nelson first and deliver his books to Mr Fox. He asked his friend Pratt to accompany him.


Pratt now takes up the story:—As it was a long distance (about 40 miles) through only partially explored country, and several rivers to cross on the route, he asked me to accompany him which I readily agreed to do.


It was July or mid-winter, and a journey overland at that time of year, with the rivers above their ordinary level, and their extent and the nature of the country to be traversed then unkown, it was no light undertaking, and would have been positively hazardous for one alone. About eighteen months before this, four of the residents made the journey in company in the summer time, and were four days doing it, and suffered great hardships from exposure and want of food. We felt quite confident of reaching Nelson the same evening. We started about 4 a.m., and as we walked over the crisp grass, the white hoar frost glistened in the bright moonlight; as the first half-hour's walk would bring us to the Motueka River, and an immediate plunge into that not being a very cheery process in the early morning, we resolved to make a detour to a deserted Maori pah, near the mouth of the river, where we knew there was an unfinished canoe on the stocks. It had been probably many years in the state we found it, its sides were fairly shaped, but in other respects it was little more than a log of wood, and we had serious misgivings about its answering our purpose; however we resolved to try it. After an hour's great exertions, with the help of rollers and levers we at last succeeded in getting the ungainly thing into the water, when upon stepping into it, to our dismay and disappointment, it revolved like a barrel, and as this part of the river was wide and deep, and the current strong, we were obliged to abandon it, and reluctantly retrace our steps up the river and take the first apparently eligible ford; as having lost so much valuable time, we did not care to go as far as the known ford, at which the river was usually crossed. Fortunately my companion was a few inches taller than myself, and by holding his hand, the passage was safely effected, but at one part, where the water reached my waistcoat pockets, I felt so extremely buoyant in the swift current that I durst not raise my feet, but was obliged to shuffle along or T should have certainly lost my footing, which would probably have resulted in the discomfiture of us both. After 

taking off our wet clothes, and effecting a mutual wringing out of the surplus water, we resumed our damp attire and the journey. We had travelled about eight miles when another river crossed our route, but this was small compared to the previous one, and the only inconvenience was a fresh wetting just as we were getting comfortably dry.


Shortly after crossing this river, and coming upon a thick bush we were beguiled into taking a surveyor's line that appeared to lead through it, instead of ascending a range of hills that here ran almost parallel with the bush, and by which we would have saved a great deal of time, and avoided much fatigue and difficulty. The line we had chosen was the surveyor's base line through the Moutere valley bush, and base enough we found it; the bush was so dense and thick with supplejack and undergrowth of all kinds, that we could not deviate to either side of the line, and a winding river running through it, that was no sooner crossed with difficulty in one place, than it presented itself unexpectedly again in another short distance, and this occurred so often that we became quite bewildered as to which side of it was our proper one. This river was not more than five or six yards in width, but deep and sluggish, with a great quantity of timber in it, and we effected one crossing by climbing a tree that had been splintered off about fifteen feet from the ground, and descending the broken part, which remained attached to the trunk and extended across the river at an angle of about 45 degrees.


Appearances began to indicate that we were nearing the boundary of the bush. We were just congratulating ourselves upon having overcome all the difficulties of this route when we found ourselves hemmed in by bull-rush swamp.


It deepened as we advanced, so we deemed it prudent to climb a tree to reconnoitre. We found it to be of considerable extent, the centre part being clear of rushes indicated deep water, and as unfortunately, neither of us could swim, we were obliged to wend our weary way back again for some distance to where we had noticed a steep hill abutting close to the bush, to ascend the bill, and descend again into the valley beyond the limits of the swamp.


This was the area where some German settlers had arrived the previous year.


After crossing this open land, and passing through another portion of the same bush, but skirting the hills, evening began to close in, so we thought it advisable to seek temporary rest and shelter in one of the huts near at hand, until the moon rose, when we proposed continuing our journey as the remainder of the route appeared to be open country.


We had only provided sufficient food for one meal when starting, supposing Nelson would be reached the same evening, and as this had been disposed of about mid-day, we were quite prepared to do justice to a good supper, had it been in the power of our entertainer to have provided such a luxury. Unfortunately lie had nothing but a few cobs of Indian corn and some very small potatoes on the premises; we accepted a place by the fire and a 

cob of core, and amused ourselves during the evening in munching the very hard fare.


The hut was built of young birch trees about six inches in diameter: it might be called a log house, with the logs ranged vertically, and being let into the ground about a couple of feet, gave stability to the structure. The space inside was about 8 feet by 12, with a thatched roof; and at one end a fireplace formed with logs the same as the sides, but not so high and lined inside with clay.


(The author recounts how the hut was finally occupied by five men who "stretched themselves on the hard clay floor", and were soon snoring, which "effectually relieved us from all apprehension of ourselves falling asleep, which from very weariness we might have done, and thereby missed the opportunity of resuming our journey as soon as the moon should rise.")


At last we could distinguish the moon's silver light above the glare of the roaring fire we had been instructed to keep up, but legs and arms were so inextricably mingled on the floor that exit by the door seemed next to impossible without treading upon or disturbing one or more sleepers; so finding escape by the chimney practicable, we were soon once more on the road, and as there was a well-defined track and open country over the range of hills to the Waimea plain there was no fear of our mistaking the road. Just at daylight we were descending the hills into the Waimea Plain, the winding course of the Wairoa River distant about two miles, clearly defined by a line of white mist, its wintry veil, which was being slowly stirred into fantastic shapes by the morning breeze. We were prosaic enough to think that a boat or a "bridge by which we should have been saved the necessity of wading through the river, would have been a more charming sight than any amount of picturesque scenery that cold morning.


I glanced at my companion and noticed that his whiskers were while with rime; I instinctively felt my own and found them quite crisp with the frost. I suggested the advantage of taking off our socks before wading the river, as it would be so comfortable to have them dry to walk in afterwards, but on attempting to unlace my boots for this purpose, I found my fingers quite powerless from the cold, although I was not sensible of any sensation of coldness in them; my companion was in the same predicament, so we were obliged to let them remain.


We reached Kite's hostelry at Richmond about nine o'clock, and as we had not broken our fast since noon of the preceding day, and had undergone a considerable amount of wear and tear in the interval, we were tolerably hungry, and watched with some interest and impatience the preparations for breakfast.


Mrs K. with true womanly instinct divined our conditions and thoughts, and asked us if we would like a snack to begin with, while the chops were frying, to which we cordially assented, and a pork pie, made in an oval pie dish, the long diameter of which was about ten inches, was set before us, the complete consumption of which was so nicely timed that the last particle of it had just disappeared as the chops were served up, upon which we proceeded 

to make an ordinary breakfast. We arrived in Nelson about midday, and found the Riwaka boat had only preceded us by an hour; the deputation had waited on Mr Fox and reported the state of affairs and the refusal of the storekeeper to give up the books, when that much abused individual appeared on the scene, to the great astonishment of the deputation, as our departure had been kept secret.


(Mr Fox allowed the Company's storekeeper to examine the books, and he soon discovered an omission that explained the discrepancy. Mr Fox was satisfied but not the deputation who appeared to have made up their minds and were not prepared to alter their conclusions.)


The author adds: The following year, having to make the same journey just described, having visited Nelson and missed my passage by the return boat, I did it easily in twelve hours, but took the precaution of keeping on the range of hills between the Waimea and Moutere plains, carefully avoiding the wooded valley; but some years later, when a coach road was opened through it, thereby lessening the distance some few miles, I have frequently walked it in less time and with less fatigue.
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Waimea West




For some years the pupils of Brightwater School have been working on local history projects, and producing very worthwhile accounts of various topics. We are pleased to print part of their 1976 effort on Waimea West, the oldest farming area in the Nelson Province. We have omitted the Maori part, but, except for some slight re-arrangement and a few additions in square brackets, this is the work of the young historians. The School (and the Historical Society) will be pleased to hear from anyone who can fill in omissions or offer corrections. It is the hope of the School that some day a full history of the Waimeas will be written and that their work will be of assistance. This project started with one class making a tour by bicycle of Waimea West—it took four and a half hours. They have consulted any printed source available as well as talking with descendants of early settlers. Thank you, Brightwater School, and best wishes for your 1977 project.—Ed.


When Captain Arthur Wakefield decided to establish the second New Zealand Company Settlement in what we now know as the Nelson Province, he had to find a quantity of farm land. Not only had land been sold to immigrants in England, but it was necessary for the colonists to start to grow food as soon as possible. Waimea Plain was the first farm land to be surveyed and cleared. At that time the plain was a combination of flax and raupo swamps, of open farm country and heavy bush. What was known as Suburban South stretched from the town site to about present day Stoke. Land in Richmond, Appleby and Hope on the eastern side of the rivers comprised Waimea East. Waimea South began on the south bank of the Wairoa, on about the line of the present Appleby 

Bridge, and extended up country as far as the limits of organised settlement, which appears to have been between Wakefield and Foxhill where the "Spout" began. West of the Waimea and Wai-iti Rivers was known as Waimea West. [In it the surveyor, Tuckett hoped to find 167 sections comprising 8,350 acres (3340 ha) and eight rural sections giving 1,200 acres (480 ha) a total of 9,550 acres (3820 ha).—Ed.]


All this area was well covered with fern and scrub, with patches of swamp grass and bush. At the town end of Waimea East was a "prodigious swamp extending from the mud flats up to Richmond. Behind the coastal bog, however, lay a 'kind of natural meadow land' with fine grasses and sow thistle like a thick carpet where cattle could graze." Some of the higher ground on the eastern side was dry and stony, and some near the hills produced fern 'of enormous growth'. Waimea West also had grass and fern, but it carried more bush, especially to the south and west.


"The land fell into three principal types—flax land or marsh, fern land and woodland. Swamps were to be one of the chief drawbacks—'swamps without end'. The deep bogs and the raupo, bullrushes and giant flax growing therein made survey work in some areas a nightmare. Yet when cleared and drained, some of the swamp proved to have good black soil which produced healthy crops. The fern land, by far the greatest part of Nelson, was divided into two classes, according to whether it supported high or low fern. The former was usually found to be richer. Fern included manuka. The woodland in the valleys was, with its alluvial soil and mantle of bush, the richest and the most highly prized."







Opening of Waimea West


[The first priority was the surveying of the land, and as soon as the town sites were marked off attention was turned to the "rural" land near Nelson. Tuckett was the chief surveyor for the colony, but most of the country work was done by contract. J. W. Barnicoat and T. J. Thompson had the contract for Waimea East. 12,000 acres (4800 ha), and J. S. Cottrell agreed to survey 8,000 acres (3200 ha) at Waimea West, Conditions were that 2,000 acres (800 ha) a month were to be completed with sections marked off with stakes. The renumeration was to be a shilling an acre (25 cents a ha approx.—Ed.]


As there were no roads at this time the principal means of access to Waimea West was by boat up the Waimea River which entered Nelson Haven much further to the east than it does now, the Wairoa. Wai-iti and the Waimea were all broader and more navigable in those days. Both parties of surveyors left Nelson on the second of March 1842, and travelled by boat some miles up the Waimea River to "Cottrell's Landing" which seems to have been situated on the banks of the Waimea somewhere about the present boat sheds at Pearl Creek (which was named after the boat Pearl which used to carry cargo and Waimea grain). Barnicoat and Thompson had considerable difficulty in getting their gear across two miles of swamp to dry land. Cottrell established his 
head-

quartersat Pennsylvania Station, there was less swamp in his area, but more bush, however he was enthusiastic about the district, and did not complain of undue hardships. While burning off the fern he uncovered the site of a pa on a tributary of the Wai-iti River, which the Maoris told him had been sacked by Te Rauparaha's men about ten years previously. By the sixteenth of July Cottrell's survey of 8,350 acres (3340 Ha) was completed, the area was divided into 500 blocks which were each divided into ten 50 acre (20 Ha) sections. Roads were constructed and drains dug along them by labourers who had been brought out by the company for this work. Ditches were also dug around sections for boundaries, and the earth thrown up served as a line for the planting of hedges of hawthorn, gorse and barberry. These provided cheap and effective boundary fences of a permanent nature, particularly the hawthorn; some hedges are still growing today.


[Cottrell undertook the survey of Waimea South in October 1842, and in the same month he and his partner, H. W. Burt, began a regular boat service between Nelson and their landing. The boat left Nelson on Mondays and Saturdays four hours before high water, returning the same day, the fare was three shillings (30 cents) each way. From the "Landing Place Hovel" as it was unkindly called, goods were delivered by bullock cart to any part of the Plain. The Examiner tells us that at that time Cottrell also had a store on his Pennsylvania Station, and "could supply residents with necessities on the lowest terms". The store was not a great success as Cottrell was often away surveying or exploring—in December 1842 he discovered the pass to the Wairau (Tophouse) and explored the Wairau Valley. On a later expedition he discovered Lake Rotoiti, but despaired of finding good farm land to the south-west. He was one of the victims of the Wairau Affray the following year. His work is commemorated by a plaque near Tophouse on Highway 63, and by Cottrell Peak in the Lakes National Park. –Ed.]







Early Waimea Settlers



John Kerr, a Scotsman and practical farmer had emigrated with his wife and six "sturdy sons". He had the honour of putting the first plough into Nelson soil on May 25th, 1842, in a town section in Hardy Street, adjoining the site of the Union Bank (now the A.N.Z. Bank), it was generally agreed that the ground "turned up beautifully". Captain Wakefield was most anxious to have some land ready for spring sowing, and to establish an experienced farmer as a model for the "amateur gentleman farmers". He chose John Kerr who was given a lease of a Company section (No. 129) which had been burnt off by the surveyors and so was ready for ploughing. In July 1842 John Kerr, his sons and his neighbours the Tytlers, emigrated to Waimea West. As fast they could they broke up the land with their light ploughs, the Waimea soil, however, really needed heavier ploughs and bullocks rather than horses. The first harvest was somewhat disappointing as they had not realised that the fern roots needed to be removed, not just broken up. Other settlers followed and before long there was a 
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farming community known as the "Village". In fact in November 1842 the first Bachelors' Ball was "held in Mr Kerr's barn which was beautifully decorated for the occasion", and before long Church services were also being held there. John Kerr Senior died in 1863 at the age of 68 and was buried in St. Michael's Churchyard.



John Palmer was born in Ipswich, Suffolk, England in 1816, educated in England and came to Nelson in the ship "Phoebe" in 1843. He settled near the Wai-iti River and established the "Volunteer Arms Inn", which had a Bush License as stated in the Provincial Council Records of 1857: "Mr John Palmer, license from June 30, 1856, 14 miles (19 km) from Nelson, fee £20 ($40) per year two bedrooms for travellers and stablery for 2 horses". The two-storey building of mud brick, with an adjoining hop garden, served travellers plus those who crossed on Avis's Ferry and was facing the river where the hop kilns are on Palmers Road today.


Later, in 1863, The Gables was built for Mr Palmer as a general store, using 60,000 sun-dried bricks made from clay nearby in its double walls. The Bush License was transferred and a shop opened—it is still there today, as it was in those days, facing the Waimea West Road, complete with shelves and counters. Mr Osborne built the Gables, Mr Tomlinson was the carpenter and Mr Thomas the plasterer. Settlers with pack horses would come down Eves Valley from Dovedale to buy groceries, they often stayed the night, and were able to have a drink of ale if goods were purchased. Mr Palmer carried on business until within a few days of his death in 1898. He was loved and respected by all who knew him. Until recently his grand-daughter, the late Miss Marian Palmer, lived in the Gables.



Thomas Price established a business as blacksmith and farrier in 1884.


In 1905 the business was being carried on by his son Joseph, who did considerable business as a farrier and repairer of farm implements.


[Dr (later Sir) 
David Monro first emigrated to Australia in 1841. He visited his brother but did not desire to settle there and came on to New Zealand, where he had bought land from the New Zealand Company. He returned to Australia in June 1842, to collect his "traps", including his dog, Oscar, 300 sheep and some cattle. In January 1843 he returned and almost at once set out for the Waimeas. He built his home Bearcroft, on section 61, and set about planting an attractive garden and many trees. He did not practice medicine except to help his friends and neighbours.—Ed.]


John Livingston, whom he employed as gardener planted the group of English trees near the corner of the Waimea West—Redwoods Valley roads, and also Livingston's Bush. Dr Monro's wedding in May 1845 was the second to take place in St. Michael's Church. (later owners of his property, Bearcroft, 1943: Mr Walter Russ. Mr B. Russ 1976)





[Dr Monro took a leading part in public affairs in Nelson, became a member of the Provincial Council, a member of the New Zealand Parliament, and later Speaker. He died in 1877 and was buried in the Nelson Cemetry.—Ed.] Mr 
Walker—Constable. His home was situated on or near the property of Mr John Palmer, near the Volunteer Arms Inn. Like many other houses at this time it faced the River Road. 
Sawmill—Mr 
Schwass. This was sited on the northern side of the Gables at a later date, to make timber from the many white pine trees, (kahikatea) in that area. Hon. 
C. A. Dillon (1976 Occupier Mr N. Chillies). [He arrived in December 1842 in the "George Fyfe" which also brought the Redwood and Ward families and Costers who all proceeded to Waimea West (Dillon to Section 68.—Ed.]. His property was named "Ditchley", now "Enstone". He soon enclosed one section and had 15 acres (6 ha) in crops of corn and potatoes. [He "began vigorously to cultivate" within a few days of his arrival.—Ed.]


He had a considerable herd of cattle, both for stock and dairy purposes, teams of bullocks, a horse, pigs, poultry etc. His was the first prefabricated house in the Waimea, it was brought out on the George Fyfe, the sections were transported by boat to the bottom of the Waimea and taken off, probably at Cottrell's Landing, near the present boatsheds. They were then dragged from the Landing to the nearest part of Dillon's section. Here they were left in a clear piece of ground surrounded by scrub and lost! The owner is reputed to have located the missing parts by climbing a nearby hill where he had a better view of the surroundings. The durability of the timber is indicated by the fact that part of the original house is still in use. Later, in 1844, when he had obtained implements, Dillon had 50 acres (20 Ha) ploughed and in crop, 12 working bullocks and 9 cows in milk. He was expecting 500 sheep from Australia. He was very fond of shooting and his letters reveal that he had come to a sportsman's paradise teeming with native duck, quail and other game.


"The Dillons, of course were hardly representative of the settlers living in or near The Village in those early days. They had more capital than most, kept a retinue of servants and maintained most of the obligations customary in the social station to which they had been accustomed. However, they did much to advance the interests of the young community without any suggestion of snobbery. Besides his services locally Dillon became a magistrate and a good friend of Captain Arthur Wakefield. His career came to a tragic end in 1853 when he was drowned while crossing the Wairau near Manuka Island. His son riding a pony, and two friends were with him at the time of the accident. Today the vault stands in the churchyard of St. Michael's with laurel overhanging it, and bearing the inscription:




Sacred to the Memory of The Hon. Constantine A. Dillon."




[
Henry Redwood Sen., was a Staffordshire farmer—his family had long been tenants on the Clifford Estate (Charles 

Clifford was also a passenger on the "George Fyfe"). He was accompanied by his wife and eight children. He immediately erected a huge tent about 60 ft (about 55 m) long and divided into compartments by board partitions. This was occupied by his family and his son-in-law, Joseph Ward. Francis, the future Archbishop was aged three. The Redwoods soon built a two-storied mud home, the first Stafford Place, while Ward built a wooden "castle" nearby. Both bought cattle at once. For two hundred pounds ($400) Redwood bought a cart, plough, harrows, cows and a bullock team of six. By December 1843 they were selling 50 pounds of butter a week (about 20 kg).—Ed.]



Other Early Settlers included:


[Lieutenant R. K. Newcombe, John and Henry Cooke, Wallace (perhaps the blacksmith), probably a Mr Appleby—Ed.] and many men from road parties who took up small plots or leased land, including one who was able to buy twelve acres (nearly 5 ha) near Cottrell's Landing for five pounds ten shillings an acre (Approx. S27.50 a ha). It was estimated that, by the end of 1842 there were about 50 sawyers, surveyors and squatters. A pioneer of Appleby, Charles Best, had saved enough from wages paid by the Company to rent and later buy a section.



Later Settlers included Robert Disher who came to Nelson in 1855 and became a successful farmer and member of the Waimea West Road Board and chairman of the School Committee. Frederick William Tomlinson, a native of Waimea, was, by 1905, the only resident engineer in the district. He invented the automatic balance tilt-over straw stacking apparatus for steam threshing machines. His shop was in Livingston Road on the Waimea West side of the present day hop kiln owned by Mr J. Hill.



Aldourie Homestead. This land was originally the home of George and J. S. Tytler. They had fifty acres (20 Ha) with thirty (12 Ha) in com and potatoes, and also ran cows and pigs. The original home was at the end of Palmers Road, next to Mr A. Palmer's house.



Brewery. This building stood at the end of Eves Valley Road and used the water from a well which is still in the middle of the paddock. Mr Satherley, the brewer, had a large two-storeyed building with four boilers in the top storey. It is said the beer was not of a high quality due to the type of the water.



Sunday School. For many years there was a small building opposite the home of Mrs C. Greig and under the trig station the "Village". It was built by public subscription and was used for many years by various churches for Sunday School and Church Services.






Public Cemetery. This area of land is near the property of Mr T. A. Russell, it was used over a long period.



Captain Blundell's Home (Mr Dickers). This was the site of a very early home, the original was said to have been a wooden pre-fabricated building brought out by an early ship. Part still remains as a fowl house. The next building was two-storeyed and has been shifted by traction engine to a new site where three new rooms were added.



St. Michael's Church. The first services were held in Mr Kerr's barn on December fourth, 1842, and thereafter monthly. Saxton gave an acre of his land for a church and Tytler a further acre for a vicarage. The first building was used on December 24th, 1843. Many residents had given generously to the building fund. Set among the cultivated fields the little church "helped to create the illusion of an English Village".



Waimea West Post Office. This was at one time sited in the old school building at the tennis courts. In 1857 the postmaster received twelve pounds a month ($24), while the mail carrier was paid eighty six pounds ($172) a year to convey mail between Richmond, Spring Grove, Waimea West and Wakefield. Mr Lawrence Dron was the mail carrier.
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[introduction]




For some years the pupils of Brightwater School have been working on local history projects, and producing very worthwhile accounts of various topics. We are pleased to print part of their 1976 effort on Waimea West, the oldest farming area in the Nelson Province. We have omitted the Maori part, but, except for some slight re-arrangement and a few additions in square brackets, this is the work of the young historians. The School (and the Historical Society) will be pleased to hear from anyone who can fill in omissions or offer corrections. It is the hope of the School that some day a full history of the Waimeas will be written and that their work will be of assistance. This project started with one class making a tour by bicycle of Waimea West—it took four and a half hours. They have consulted any printed source available as well as talking with descendants of early settlers. Thank you, Brightwater School, and best wishes for your 1977 project.—Ed.


When Captain Arthur Wakefield decided to establish the second New Zealand Company Settlement in what we now know as the Nelson Province, he had to find a quantity of farm land. Not only had land been sold to immigrants in England, but it was necessary for the colonists to start to grow food as soon as possible. Waimea Plain was the first farm land to be surveyed and cleared. At that time the plain was a combination of flax and raupo swamps, of open farm country and heavy bush. What was known as Suburban South stretched from the town site to about present day Stoke. Land in Richmond, Appleby and Hope on the eastern side of the rivers comprised Waimea East. Waimea South began on the south bank of the Wairoa, on about the line of the present Appleby 

Bridge, and extended up country as far as the limits of organised settlement, which appears to have been between Wakefield and Foxhill where the "Spout" began. West of the Waimea and Wai-iti Rivers was known as Waimea West. [In it the surveyor, Tuckett hoped to find 167 sections comprising 8,350 acres (3340 ha) and eight rural sections giving 1,200 acres (480 ha) a total of 9,550 acres (3820 ha).—Ed.]


All this area was well covered with fern and scrub, with patches of swamp grass and bush. At the town end of Waimea East was a "prodigious swamp extending from the mud flats up to Richmond. Behind the coastal bog, however, lay a 'kind of natural meadow land' with fine grasses and sow thistle like a thick carpet where cattle could graze." Some of the higher ground on the eastern side was dry and stony, and some near the hills produced fern 'of enormous growth'. Waimea West also had grass and fern, but it carried more bush, especially to the south and west.


"The land fell into three principal types—flax land or marsh, fern land and woodland. Swamps were to be one of the chief drawbacks—'swamps without end'. The deep bogs and the raupo, bullrushes and giant flax growing therein made survey work in some areas a nightmare. Yet when cleared and drained, some of the swamp proved to have good black soil which produced healthy crops. The fern land, by far the greatest part of Nelson, was divided into two classes, according to whether it supported high or low fern. The former was usually found to be richer. Fern included manuka. The woodland in the valleys was, with its alluvial soil and mantle of bush, the richest and the most highly prized."
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Opening of Waimea West


[The first priority was the surveying of the land, and as soon as the town sites were marked off attention was turned to the "rural" land near Nelson. Tuckett was the chief surveyor for the colony, but most of the country work was done by contract. J. W. Barnicoat and T. J. Thompson had the contract for Waimea East. 12,000 acres (4800 ha), and J. S. Cottrell agreed to survey 8,000 acres (3200 ha) at Waimea West, Conditions were that 2,000 acres (800 ha) a month were to be completed with sections marked off with stakes. The renumeration was to be a shilling an acre (25 cents a ha approx.—Ed.]


As there were no roads at this time the principal means of access to Waimea West was by boat up the Waimea River which entered Nelson Haven much further to the east than it does now, the Wairoa. Wai-iti and the Waimea were all broader and more navigable in those days. Both parties of surveyors left Nelson on the second of March 1842, and travelled by boat some miles up the Waimea River to "Cottrell's Landing" which seems to have been situated on the banks of the Waimea somewhere about the present boat sheds at Pearl Creek (which was named after the boat Pearl which used to carry cargo and Waimea grain). Barnicoat and Thompson had considerable difficulty in getting their gear across two miles of swamp to dry land. Cottrell established his 
head-

quartersat Pennsylvania Station, there was less swamp in his area, but more bush, however he was enthusiastic about the district, and did not complain of undue hardships. While burning off the fern he uncovered the site of a pa on a tributary of the Wai-iti River, which the Maoris told him had been sacked by Te Rauparaha's men about ten years previously. By the sixteenth of July Cottrell's survey of 8,350 acres (3340 Ha) was completed, the area was divided into 500 blocks which were each divided into ten 50 acre (20 Ha) sections. Roads were constructed and drains dug along them by labourers who had been brought out by the company for this work. Ditches were also dug around sections for boundaries, and the earth thrown up served as a line for the planting of hedges of hawthorn, gorse and barberry. These provided cheap and effective boundary fences of a permanent nature, particularly the hawthorn; some hedges are still growing today.


[Cottrell undertook the survey of Waimea South in October 1842, and in the same month he and his partner, H. W. Burt, began a regular boat service between Nelson and their landing. The boat left Nelson on Mondays and Saturdays four hours before high water, returning the same day, the fare was three shillings (30 cents) each way. From the "Landing Place Hovel" as it was unkindly called, goods were delivered by bullock cart to any part of the Plain. The Examiner tells us that at that time Cottrell also had a store on his Pennsylvania Station, and "could supply residents with necessities on the lowest terms". The store was not a great success as Cottrell was often away surveying or exploring—in December 1842 he discovered the pass to the Wairau (Tophouse) and explored the Wairau Valley. On a later expedition he discovered Lake Rotoiti, but despaired of finding good farm land to the south-west. He was one of the victims of the Wairau Affray the following year. His work is commemorated by a plaque near Tophouse on Highway 63, and by Cottrell Peak in the Lakes National Park. –Ed.]
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Early Waimea Settlers



John Kerr, a Scotsman and practical farmer had emigrated with his wife and six "sturdy sons". He had the honour of putting the first plough into Nelson soil on May 25th, 1842, in a town section in Hardy Street, adjoining the site of the Union Bank (now the A.N.Z. Bank), it was generally agreed that the ground "turned up beautifully". Captain Wakefield was most anxious to have some land ready for spring sowing, and to establish an experienced farmer as a model for the "amateur gentleman farmers". He chose John Kerr who was given a lease of a Company section (No. 129) which had been burnt off by the surveyors and so was ready for ploughing. In July 1842 John Kerr, his sons and his neighbours the Tytlers, emigrated to Waimea West. As fast they could they broke up the land with their light ploughs, the Waimea soil, however, really needed heavier ploughs and bullocks rather than horses. The first harvest was somewhat disappointing as they had not realised that the fern roots needed to be removed, not just broken up. Other settlers followed and before long there was a 
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farming community known as the "Village". In fact in November 1842 the first Bachelors' Ball was "held in Mr Kerr's barn which was beautifully decorated for the occasion", and before long Church services were also being held there. John Kerr Senior died in 1863 at the age of 68 and was buried in St. Michael's Churchyard.



John Palmer was born in Ipswich, Suffolk, England in 1816, educated in England and came to Nelson in the ship "Phoebe" in 1843. He settled near the Wai-iti River and established the "Volunteer Arms Inn", which had a Bush License as stated in the Provincial Council Records of 1857: "Mr John Palmer, license from June 30, 1856, 14 miles (19 km) from Nelson, fee £20 ($40) per year two bedrooms for travellers and stablery for 2 horses". The two-storey building of mud brick, with an adjoining hop garden, served travellers plus those who crossed on Avis's Ferry and was facing the river where the hop kilns are on Palmers Road today.


Later, in 1863, The Gables was built for Mr Palmer as a general store, using 60,000 sun-dried bricks made from clay nearby in its double walls. The Bush License was transferred and a shop opened—it is still there today, as it was in those days, facing the Waimea West Road, complete with shelves and counters. Mr Osborne built the Gables, Mr Tomlinson was the carpenter and Mr Thomas the plasterer. Settlers with pack horses would come down Eves Valley from Dovedale to buy groceries, they often stayed the night, and were able to have a drink of ale if goods were purchased. Mr Palmer carried on business until within a few days of his death in 1898. He was loved and respected by all who knew him. Until recently his grand-daughter, the late Miss Marian Palmer, lived in the Gables.



Thomas Price established a business as blacksmith and farrier in 1884.


In 1905 the business was being carried on by his son Joseph, who did considerable business as a farrier and repairer of farm implements.


[Dr (later Sir) 
David Monro first emigrated to Australia in 1841. He visited his brother but did not desire to settle there and came on to New Zealand, where he had bought land from the New Zealand Company. He returned to Australia in June 1842, to collect his "traps", including his dog, Oscar, 300 sheep and some cattle. In January 1843 he returned and almost at once set out for the Waimeas. He built his home Bearcroft, on section 61, and set about planting an attractive garden and many trees. He did not practice medicine except to help his friends and neighbours.—Ed.]


John Livingston, whom he employed as gardener planted the group of English trees near the corner of the Waimea West—Redwoods Valley roads, and also Livingston's Bush. Dr Monro's wedding in May 1845 was the second to take place in St. Michael's Church. (later owners of his property, Bearcroft, 1943: Mr Walter Russ. Mr B. Russ 1976)





[Dr Monro took a leading part in public affairs in Nelson, became a member of the Provincial Council, a member of the New Zealand Parliament, and later Speaker. He died in 1877 and was buried in the Nelson Cemetry.—Ed.] Mr 
Walker—Constable. His home was situated on or near the property of Mr John Palmer, near the Volunteer Arms Inn. Like many other houses at this time it faced the River Road. 
Sawmill—Mr 
Schwass. This was sited on the northern side of the Gables at a later date, to make timber from the many white pine trees, (kahikatea) in that area. Hon. 
C. A. Dillon (1976 Occupier Mr N. Chillies). [He arrived in December 1842 in the "George Fyfe" which also brought the Redwood and Ward families and Costers who all proceeded to Waimea West (Dillon to Section 68.—Ed.]. His property was named "Ditchley", now "Enstone". He soon enclosed one section and had 15 acres (6 ha) in crops of corn and potatoes. [He "began vigorously to cultivate" within a few days of his arrival.—Ed.]


He had a considerable herd of cattle, both for stock and dairy purposes, teams of bullocks, a horse, pigs, poultry etc. His was the first prefabricated house in the Waimea, it was brought out on the George Fyfe, the sections were transported by boat to the bottom of the Waimea and taken off, probably at Cottrell's Landing, near the present boatsheds. They were then dragged from the Landing to the nearest part of Dillon's section. Here they were left in a clear piece of ground surrounded by scrub and lost! The owner is reputed to have located the missing parts by climbing a nearby hill where he had a better view of the surroundings. The durability of the timber is indicated by the fact that part of the original house is still in use. Later, in 1844, when he had obtained implements, Dillon had 50 acres (20 Ha) ploughed and in crop, 12 working bullocks and 9 cows in milk. He was expecting 500 sheep from Australia. He was very fond of shooting and his letters reveal that he had come to a sportsman's paradise teeming with native duck, quail and other game.


"The Dillons, of course were hardly representative of the settlers living in or near The Village in those early days. They had more capital than most, kept a retinue of servants and maintained most of the obligations customary in the social station to which they had been accustomed. However, they did much to advance the interests of the young community without any suggestion of snobbery. Besides his services locally Dillon became a magistrate and a good friend of Captain Arthur Wakefield. His career came to a tragic end in 1853 when he was drowned while crossing the Wairau near Manuka Island. His son riding a pony, and two friends were with him at the time of the accident. Today the vault stands in the churchyard of St. Michael's with laurel overhanging it, and bearing the inscription:




Sacred to the Memory of The Hon. Constantine A. Dillon."




[
Henry Redwood Sen., was a Staffordshire farmer—his family had long been tenants on the Clifford Estate (Charles 

Clifford was also a passenger on the "George Fyfe"). He was accompanied by his wife and eight children. He immediately erected a huge tent about 60 ft (about 55 m) long and divided into compartments by board partitions. This was occupied by his family and his son-in-law, Joseph Ward. Francis, the future Archbishop was aged three. The Redwoods soon built a two-storied mud home, the first Stafford Place, while Ward built a wooden "castle" nearby. Both bought cattle at once. For two hundred pounds ($400) Redwood bought a cart, plough, harrows, cows and a bullock team of six. By December 1843 they were selling 50 pounds of butter a week (about 20 kg).—Ed.]



Other Early Settlers included:


[Lieutenant R. K. Newcombe, John and Henry Cooke, Wallace (perhaps the blacksmith), probably a Mr Appleby—Ed.] and many men from road parties who took up small plots or leased land, including one who was able to buy twelve acres (nearly 5 ha) near Cottrell's Landing for five pounds ten shillings an acre (Approx. S27.50 a ha). It was estimated that, by the end of 1842 there were about 50 sawyers, surveyors and squatters. A pioneer of Appleby, Charles Best, had saved enough from wages paid by the Company to rent and later buy a section.



Later Settlers included Robert Disher who came to Nelson in 1855 and became a successful farmer and member of the Waimea West Road Board and chairman of the School Committee. Frederick William Tomlinson, a native of Waimea, was, by 1905, the only resident engineer in the district. He invented the automatic balance tilt-over straw stacking apparatus for steam threshing machines. His shop was in Livingston Road on the Waimea West side of the present day hop kiln owned by Mr J. Hill.



Aldourie Homestead. This land was originally the home of George and J. S. Tytler. They had fifty acres (20 Ha) with thirty (12 Ha) in com and potatoes, and also ran cows and pigs. The original home was at the end of Palmers Road, next to Mr A. Palmer's house.



Brewery. This building stood at the end of Eves Valley Road and used the water from a well which is still in the middle of the paddock. Mr Satherley, the brewer, had a large two-storeyed building with four boilers in the top storey. It is said the beer was not of a high quality due to the type of the water.



Sunday School. For many years there was a small building opposite the home of Mrs C. Greig and under the trig station the "Village". It was built by public subscription and was used for many years by various churches for Sunday School and Church Services.






Public Cemetery. This area of land is near the property of Mr T. A. Russell, it was used over a long period.



Captain Blundell's Home (Mr Dickers). This was the site of a very early home, the original was said to have been a wooden pre-fabricated building brought out by an early ship. Part still remains as a fowl house. The next building was two-storeyed and has been shifted by traction engine to a new site where three new rooms were added.



St. Michael's Church. The first services were held in Mr Kerr's barn on December fourth, 1842, and thereafter monthly. Saxton gave an acre of his land for a church and Tytler a further acre for a vicarage. The first building was used on December 24th, 1843. Many residents had given generously to the building fund. Set among the cultivated fields the little church "helped to create the illusion of an English Village".



Waimea West Post Office. This was at one time sited in the old school building at the tennis courts. In 1857 the postmaster received twelve pounds a month ($24), while the mail carrier was paid eighty six pounds ($172) a year to convey mail between Richmond, Spring Grove, Waimea West and Wakefield. Mr Lawrence Dron was the mail carrier.
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Roads of Waimea West



River Road. This was the first road and followed the Waimea and Wai-iti River banks. Most of the early houses were built facing this road, and this is why they are so far back from the present road.



Main Road. The Waimea settlers asked that the road be formed from Tomlinson's Corner to follow the hills, pass through the Village and meet the main road at Morse's barn—it would seem the road only went to Aldourie corner.


In May, 1857 Dr Monro, J.P. moved in the Provincial Council that the main or "trunk" road should be made from "the head of navigation" of the Waimea River through the Village to connect with Waimea South. [This aimed at connecting the various small roads by the most convenient route with the trunk line in Waimea South to the advantage of both districts. This was passed but some time elapsed before it was carried out.—Ed.]



Teapot Valley. In June 1857 the Provincial Council allocated thirty pounds ($60) to buy land for a road through section 112.



Eves Valley Road. The cross road leading from Davies's to Hunter's—at this time planning fell through again. (1857 Gazette)



Tomlinson's Line from Teapot Valley to the bridge was formed in 1866.






Wai-Iti Cart Bridge (Report of opening Prov. Gazette 1868) This bridge over the Wai-iti was completed and opened for traffic early in 1868. It was a timber bridge, 8 spans of 36 feet (16 m), a 10 foot road way (3 m), with two footpaths of 3 feet (less than 1 m) on either side. It had totara piles cased in stout planking and was intended to link Waimea South to Waimea West, a new cross road having been made in Waimea West to meet it.



Palmer's Road. This was built in 1881, but for a period went to the gate next to Mr Livingston's drive and from there through Tomlinson's Bush to the River Road and out to the Waiiti Cart bridge, the rest was added later.



Livingston's Road. At one time this was known as Wooten's Line. Mr David Wooten lived down here and may have been a builder as he tendered for the first school.



Avis's Ferry. James Avis operated a building with a Bush License, Provincial records 1857 state that he has two bedrooms and stabling for two horses. He kept a ferry over the Wai-iti at a charge of two pence (3 cents) per person.
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Waimea West Schools 1846–1938




On the first of January 1846, the fourth branch school of the Nelson School Society was opened at Waimea West, when about forty pupils, the teacher and friends of the school were addressed by the Hon. C. A. Dillon. The exact site of the school building, which was erected at a cost of ten pounds three shillings ($20.30c) has not been definitely established, but it is believed to have been in the paddock opposite Mr Ken Palmer's front gate. Some of the older residents have recollections of a Sunday School at this spot which they believe may originally have been the old school.


At a meeting of householders in the district summoned by the superintendent on June 9th, 1846, in the old Nelson School Society Schoolroom, a Committee was elected to look after the affairs of the Waimea West Village School. At its first meeting on 23rd July this committee selected as its first teacher Mr William Moore, who was the teacher at the Nelson School Society School. He was engaged for six months from July 1st at a salary of seventy pounds per annum. (S140)


In 1856 tenders were called for two schools (one at Appleby, one at Waimea West). As Mr Wootten's price was too high, both were built to the same design for two hundred and twenty pounds ($440). This building was sited between the present hall and Mrs O'Connor's. It contained the Post Office, the schoolroom and teacher's quarters.


After a period of time there was a new school erected, this being the present day Waimea West Hall, and until it was demolished, the old school was wholly taken over by the teacher as his residence. Mrs O'Connor's home was later built as the schoolhouse.


Because of low numbers the school was closed in 1938, and the children conveyed to Brightwater.






	1897—Wages Headmaster 12 pounds 10 shillings per month ($25)

	Teacher 2 pounds 10 shillings per month ($5)

	Cleaning 12 shillings and 6 pence per month ($1.25)

	Outhouse Cleaning 5 shilling per month (50 cents)

	One day's work 6 shillings (60 cents)
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The Black Diamond



J. N. W. Newport


One of the sensations in Nelson in the 1860's was the seizure of the brigantine 
Black Diamond at Croiselles and her subsequent sale in Nelson.


In Sydney, in 1864 Captain "Bully" Hayes bought the small brigantine 
Black Diamond, of 88 tons register, for use as a collier and announced his intention to engage in the coal trade between Newcastle and Nelson. At least this was the story he told the Sydney merchant who advanced the purchase price on mortgage. Hayes arrived in Auckland in July 1864 with his vessel in rather a sad state. A cyclone had been encountered, most of the sails were lost, and there was 3½ feet of water in the hold. The coal was sold for very little return and when repairs had been made "Bully" Hayes slipped out of the harbour without paying his debts for repairs and supplies. It was believed that he was sailing for Nelson but he put in at Croiselles harbour where the vessel lay for three weeks while her crew caulked seams and loaded a cargo of firewood.


While there Hayes borrowed a large yacht but this capsized and sank in a sudden squall with the result that Mrs Hayes, and her baby, a servant girl, and the wife's brother were all drowned. This tragedy gave publicity to the whereabouts of the 
Black Diamond and the result was that the mortgagee in Sydney instructed his agents in Nelson, Nathaniel Edwards & Co., to seize the 
Black Diamond and sell her.


William Akersten undertook the task. William Akersten was a man of many qualities—a small man who was not afraid to undertake big jobs. Shortly after arriving in Nelson in 1855 he set 

up business at Port Nelson and sold all the needs of ships and ships' crews. Before long he was going in for civil engineering in a big way and was responsible for building wharves and bridges as required. He was at various times a master mariner, ship owner, manufacturer, civil engineer, ship chandler, city councillor, bridge builder and something of an adventurer. (He was even advocating a cut through the Boulder Bank long before such an idea was seriously taken up.)


This was the courageous man who set out with five companions all sworn in as special constables by the Resident Magistrate, Mr Poynter. Their whaleboat was towed to the Croixelles by the 
P.S. Lyttlelon, with Captain Whitwell in command. Under cover of darkness the crew rowed about the Croiselles Harbour for about six hours before they located the 
Black Diamond at three o'clock in the morning. She was lying in a sheltered spot and everything was quiet. The brigantine was quickly boarded as all hands were down below in their berths. Hayes appeared on deck and demanded the reason for the party coming aboard. Akersten explained his mission and demanded the payment of the sum named in the mortgage or the possession of the ship. The money was not forthcoming and Hayes dared the party to seize the ship. Akersten simply ordered his men to man the windlass. A short scuffle ensued in which an axe was grabbed up for a weapon. This was sent spinning overboard and all the opposition soon dealt with. The 
Black Diamond was sailed into Port Nelson and anchored near the foot of Russell Street. Court actions were brought against Hayes and a good deal of feeling was aroused when he was allowed to sail from Nelson before all the various issues had been decided.


The 
Black Diamond was put up for sale by auction in September 1864 but the best bid of £275 was not accepted. Later John Kerr eldest son of the original settler, bought her privately for £300. At the time of sale the 
Black Diamond was described as being 73 feet long, with a beam of 20 feet, and rated at 102 tons, Kerr's plan was to import beef cattle from Taranaki to supply the markets in Nelson, and on the West Coast where the goldfields provided a ready sale market for meat, Kerr appears to have got his plans under way very promptly as his first load of cattle from Wanganui to Nelson, 50 head, arrived on October 28, 1864. The 
Black Diamond continued trading satisfactorily for a while but then Nathaniel Edwards, the shipping agent, told Kerr that the skipper he had engaged was a drunkard and should be replaced. Kerr reckoned the skipper was all right but allowed himself to be persuaded. On the very next trip the ship went aground and became a total loss. She had arrived at Wanganui with 54,000 superficial feet of sawn timber from Havelock and about half of this had been unloaded. In worsening weather the ship drifted on to the beach and soon broke up. A report at the time stated that "there appears to have been gross mismanagement with regard to the wreck of this vessel." Everything that it was possible to recover was sold by public auction on the beach but all this only realised a total of £18.4.0.





This slight setback did not end John Kerr's interest in fat stock as he took up large areas of back country for grazing purposes. He wanted a market for his fat stock but was unable to get satisfactory prices from the butchers so he built a shop in Trafalgar Street and set up as a butcher. For a while his son, Robert, managed the shop but then left so John took it over himself.


In March, 1877, this advertisement appeared in the 
Nelson Daily Times.


Cheap Meat
         Cheap Meat


John Kerr, the man who broke the monopoly and first reduced the price of meat in Nelson, begs to inform his customers and the general public that he is, at his 
New Butchering Establishment, Trafalgar Street, still selling the primest meat that can be brought into Nelson Market, at the following prices: —


Mutton 3d to 4d.
         Beef 3d to 5d.


Pork, veal and every kind of small goods proportionately reasonable.


J.K. begs to intimate to his numerous customers that his motto being 'Small Profits and Quick Returns', to ensure the success of his undertaking, and enable him to continue the supply of a Good Article at a Reasonable Price, it will be necessary to rely upon prompt payments. The nimble ninepence is better than the lazy shilling, but unless the nimbleness of the lesser sum is assured, the benefit is lost to the purveyor of cheap goods. He must therefore insist upon All Accounts for meat supplied at the reduced prices being Paid at the Month's End, otherwise the old-fashioned rates will be charged.


Customers are requested to notify any want of punctuality or care in the execution of their orders to the undersigned, when the complaints will meet with prompt attention.


John Kerr, Wholesale, Retail, and Family Butcher, Trafalgar Street (next to the Bank of New Zealand). Shipping Supplied.


Naturally Kerr fell foul of the other butchers. As he could not get his meat at a payable price he had a shipment of cattle sent down from Wanganui and landed at Port Nelson. Here they were auctioned but no one other than the auctioneer knew that the cattle belonged to Kerr. The other butchers forced the price up and after the sale one of them told the auctioneer that they had again settled Kerr. Actually the boot was on the other foot as they found that they had been buying Kerr's cattle and all those that he had for his own requirements had actually cost him nothing!
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Extracts from Some Early Newspapers of the Upper Buller Area



by Margaret C. Brown


The most interesting newspapers in this area from 1872 until the 1890's were published at Lyell. The "Lyell Argus and Matakitaki Advertiser", the "Lyell Argus" and later the "Lyell Times" were single folded sheets of varying sizes produced on a hand press once a week and sold for sixpence (5c.) It is indeed regrettable that so few of them survive. Some copies of the first named are in the Alexander Turnbull Library, a few copies of the "Argus" in poor condition are privately owned, while the only surviving files of the "Lyell Times" (1888 and 1892) are in the Nelson Provincial Museum Library, and the Murchison Museum has most of the papers for 1885 and 1886.


Most people find the advertisements amusing—they certainly give some idea of the importance of Lyell at that time with its numerous hotels and shops. There are also ads for the Accommodation Houses and Hotels in the Murchison area, for Moonlight's Store, and for the Annual Races at Ribets Hotel opposite the Doughboy Creek—there will be upwards of one hundred pounds ($200) in prize money! But, alas, in September 1877 there were no mails, no news, in fact nothing but rain, hail and snow. In 1878, following the disastrous floods, the situation was even worse, "There is no flour in the town. There has been no beef in the place for a week, and the last pig was killed yesterday after eating the last spud! Are the people to starve through the neglect of the Buller County Council? It is shameful. Our supplies are gone and our roads are blocked, in fact quite impassable for ten miles (16 km) on either side. What is to become of us? We must, thanks to the Powers-that-Be, either leave or starve, a pleasant prospect, truly."


The Reefton paper, the "Inangahua Herald", also reported news from the Murchison area. In June 1883 it gave an account of the sale of George Moonlight's property on the sixth. The sale lasted for two days, and a chatty paragraph explains the reason for this. "A rather ridiculous scene occurred at Hampden (Murchison) during Mr Moonlight's Sale which is worth recording. The Knight of the Hammer, who hailed from Sleepy Hollow, had evidently, on the morning of the Sale, partaken somewhat too freely of Hampden Hospitality. However, the auction went on merrily till shortly after noon, but, just as the hammer went down the third time to the purchaser of the lot in hand, down also went the unlucky wielder of that ancient instrument. All efforts to bring the enthusiastic auctioneer once more to an upright position having signally failed, and as no substitute could be sent along from Nelson by wire, nothing was left but to postpone the sale till next morning. This 

was accordingly done, and to the credit of the victim of hospitality be it said, he finished his duties next day in a highly satisfactory manner."


A further paragraph contrasted the scene at the sale with the same area some twenty years earlier. "Who among the early diggers on the Upper Buller and Matakitaki in the year 1863 would have been bold enough to assert that twenty years hence ladies on horseback, rigged out in the latest style in bell-toppers, would be seen in that then primitive locality attending an Auction Sale? Such, however, was the case about ten days ago, and the fact speaks volumes for the rapid strides in civilization in those once far off regions where there was a total absence of the fair sex. Possibly the numerous representatives of the "Lost Tribe" who were present at the same sale had something to do with this phenomenon. But certain it is that the gentle creatures exercised a wholesome check, though they could not quite prevent the carrying out of the time honoured custom of the Matakitaki, namely, "To knock a man down, and then ask him to have a drink by way of apology."


The "Lyell Times", in June 1885, published an advertisement calling for tenders for the erection of the Matakitaki Horse Bridge —five spans of 60 feet (18 m) each, the bridge to be 7 feet (2.1 m) wide, and the site some 50 chains (about 1 km) above Rowe's footbridge. An account of the meeting of the Hampden Licensing Committee showed that Rowe, who owned the Hampden Hotel, paid only one pound ($2) for his hotel license on condition that he erected and maintained a footbridge over the Matakitaki. A year later the Hampden notes say. "The horse bridge stands among us a monument to those august bodies who tax us, nominally for the purpose of constructing and maintaining highways etc…It is completed, but there is no way of getting to it or from it, about one mile (1.6 km) of horse track needing formation. As winter is now approaching when the river may be expected to be often uncrossable, the noble edifice will stand completely useless to those for whose convenience it was built. For what we have received we should be most truly grateful!"


During 1885 and 1886 there is a great deal about the quartz mines at the Owen, and much argument about the dray road that was to be constructed. Should it follow the Owen River or branch off the main road four miles (6.4 km) nearer Nelson and cross the low Maggie Saddle? It was, perhaps understandable that the Inangahua County Council thought the road would be of more benefit to Nelson than to themselves and took little interest. We read of the various claims taken up so hopefully, the Wakatu, the Uno, the Golden Fleece, the Golden Crown and so on. Two hotels were built, stores, butchers and a brewery all advertised their wares. Heavy machinery to crush the quartz was wagonned in, but all were to vanish in a few years.


An unusual happening was the robbing of a tail-race at Matakitaki. It was estimated that the thief got away with about twenty-five pounds ($50) worth of gold. A message was sent to the Lyell Police Station by telegraph and Mounted Police Constable Bowden 

left to investigate. Some reference was made to "thieving Chinese who had recently come into the district". A week later an apology was printed from the claim owners to "Dat Kim and mates for accusing them of being implicated in the robbing of the tail-race." The Chinese prided themselves on their honesty.


There were reports of inquests, drownings were so common that we often find "the usual verdict was given". Unfortunate victims of accidents were carried many miles by their mates to Lyell, from there a canoe would leave at first light for Westport where the nearest doctor lived. On one occasion the doctor made the long journey from Westport to the Newton to try to save the life of a mother, but by the time he arrived it was too late. Consumption, diphtheria, scarlet fever claimed victims. Despite their poverty people were quick to open a subscription list for a bereaved family.


In March 1888, according to old residents there was the highest flood for ten years. The Buller cut into the road below the cemetery and made straight for the Matakitaki. At ten o'clock Friday night it was up to the doorstep of Rowe's Hotel, "and carrying fences away wholesale". Most damage was done to Mr John James' property. Two acres (0.8 ha) of land was lost and two stacks of oats and one of hay spoilt. "At least," the correspondent finished cheerfully "he is saved the trouble of digging his potatoes, they are rooted up and left hanging on the fence by the flood."


In November 1888 the story is told of the narrow escape from drowning of Charles Downie (who was to live another fifty years) and James Ribet. A man named Fagin who lived at the junction of the Owen Valley road had died and was to be buried in Murchison. As the Buller River was too high for the Long Ford to be used, the two men were taking the coffin across in a small boat. In mid-stream the boat capsized. Ribet managed to swim ashore, but Downie could not swim so had to cling to the upturned boat and be carried down stream. There was nothing the onlookers could do until the boat came nearer the shore a mile or so further on. A long pole was used to stop the boat, and Downie was rescued from his precarious position. It was thought that the coffin was lost, but, as the boat turned on its side, the coffin was seen to float out and down stream. John Moonlight, son of the famous George, galloped on a swift horse to the punt at Four River Plain, and from there the coffin was recovered. Some hours later, after it had been conveyed to the cemetery by dray, the funeral took place though the priest and most of the mourners had gone home.


In 1892 the Alexander Dredge was working near Fern Flat, and dredges, though small were to play an important part in the economy of the district for the next ten to fifteen years. In January of that year the editor of the "Lyell Times" notes in commenting on the Jubilee of the founding of Nelson Settlement, that the press on which his paper is printed was brought to Nelson in 1841 to print the "Examiner". He had bought it in 1886, and though it had 

been inactive for some years, it was a good hand press and could work 850 impressions an hour.


The "Buller Post", a new paper was started at Fern Flat on the north bank of the Buller in 1896. The editor and publisher was Reginald Alexander, but his mother, Marie Alexander, was responsible for the idea and for some of the writing. She was a well read person with literary ability. The file for 1896 is in the Turnbull Library, and the editorials for that year cover a wide range of subjects, national and international, and would be acceptable in a much larger publication. The proposed Old Age Pension legislation came in for much criticism—one wonders what would be thought of our Social Security Acts! The idea of paying all over the age of sixty five the sum of even five shillings (50 cents) a week was expected to fill the country with hordes of useless aged and to discourage thrift. A full account of the disastrous fire at Lyell was given, and of the subsequent re-building. The Football Club played against Lyell, the Racing Club continued and the Leap Year Ball was a great success. Two years later the paper was being published in Murchison, and in 1900 it was sold to Victor Thomas McNamara.


The next ten years were filled with activity in the Murchison area. Dredges were operating, the Dairy Company was formed, the Council separated from Inangahua, a Medical Association secured the services of a doctor, the Anglican Church was built, rivers were bridged, and on all these matters the "Post" commented freely. "How we looked forward to that paper each week," said an old-timer, and doubtless they all did, for controversies raged in the correspondence column, and the Editor answered or commented, apparently with no fears of being sued for libel! "Will the new County have an Engineer and an overseer?" asked a correspondent. "No!" answered the Editor, "it does not require a dozen officials to run a ten acre paddock. The new County will have quite enough to do keeping clear of borrowing and bankruptcy without adding to its anxieties and responsibilities by the establishment of a small standing army of useless loafers." Frank opinions were given on candidates offering themselves for election. "If the people of Murchison allow themselves to be led by the nose by self-seeking wire-pullers called the 'Clique' they can only be regarded as mules represented by asses and cajoled by jackals." Later an unfortunate councillor admitted that he did not understand some item, "It is difficult to know what Councillor X would understand. It is even more difficult to know why he left his god-given place among the turnips to become a County Councillor."


In 1909 the Murchison Racing Club was "in the throes of a muddling be-fogglement". Two horses, both recently purchased had come first and second in a race. The second horse had definitely been registered in its new owner's name, and its own name changed, but had the other owner completed the formalities? The argument raged for years (literally), and it is doubtful if the prize money was ever paid. In later years the paper was printed on a sheet supplied to many small publications, the inside contained serials, 

stories, poems etc, and on the outside was printed the local news and advertisements. Publication ceased in 1913 or 1914, and unfortunately few copies survive.


The last paper to be published in Murchison was the "Murchison Standard". With brief lapses this continued from 1914 to 1937. Regrettably the last editor made a bonfire of the files when he left. In many ways it seems a funny little paper to us, it reported when a settler from one of the valleys came into the township, and who had visitors for the weekend, the language was often flowery and mixed metaphors abounded. "We must all put our shoulders to the plough", and apparently our hands to the wheel. Weddings were described in great detail, including that of the then Member of Parliament for the District—Keith Holyoake, but there was also much information of value. Someone in the 1920s and early 30s must have had a good collection of early newspaper cuttings and often these would be printed. A Special Edition for the opening of the new Dairy Factory gave a good account of events leading up to the formation of the Company. In January 1922 the Six Mile Hydro-Electric Power Station was opened, the picnic and ceremony are described at some length, the Brass Band, which had recently been revived was particularly congratulated on its performance.


A good account of Gold Dredging in the district was included in the issue that reported the opening of the Mataki Dredge in 1933. In 1936, when the Matakitaki Junction Dredge was opened by the Hon. Paddy Webb accompanied by the Hon. Bob Semple, one would imagine that permanent prosperity was coming to Murchison with dredges springing up in all directions. The following week the paper described the working of the dredge, ending with the rather odd statement that the rattling of the stones was a "Swan Song of Victory".


The last issue of the "Standard" was that of December 31st 1937. In the leading article the Editor gives reasons for the cessation of the paper. Costs of production have risen, but it was "the sheer impractibility of making a success of a paper publishing for a local market", and the difficulty of competing with a daily paper that had forced the decision. "A district without a local paper loses a certain amount of prestige", he continued, "and Murchison will find this out when it is too late…some may say there is nothing to'worry about…but time will tell a different story. Outsiders will ask, 'What is wrong with Murchison?' Many times through this paper an endeavour has been made to answer that question…There is no getting away from it, Murchison is fast going into a decline…and will become a has-been as Quartzopolis is today…One track minds along rutted ways… has spelt finis to any progressive measures. To those faithful readers, we wish you one and all a prosperous New Year".
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Obituary

James A. Jenkins


The Nelson Historical Society places on record the outstanding contribution made by the late James A. Jenkins who passed away in March 1976. His enthusiasm and sheer hard work did much to ensure the preservation of valuable historical material.


After a distinguished career as a surgeon in Dunedin he retired to Nelson where his grandfather, A. G. Jenkins, was one of the early settlers in 1842. A group of concerned citizens met at Mr Jenkins' home in May 1954 when steps were taken to form a Nelson Historical Society. Mr Jenkins was elected Chairman of the Records Committee and, with the support of other members, a substantial collection of historical material was amassed. As well as creating the basis for a Nelson Historical Library, photographs and museum pieces were collected. Mr Jenkins carefully recorded and indexed the acquisitions over a period of twelve years. With the growth of the Society's collection the matter of permanent housing for this as well as other collections which would be available to Nelson when fireproof housing was provided, led to the formation of the Nelson Provincial Museum Trust Board. Mr Jenkins took a prominent part in the negotiations at all stages.


In 1966–67 Mr Jenkins was President of the Nelson Historical Society, but relinquished this position for health reasons. Later he was elected a Life Member of the Society, being the first person to be so honoured. He was also Chairman of the Nelson Regional Committee of the New Zealand Historic Places Trust for several years.—J.N.W.N.
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Book Review


"F. G. Gibbs—His Influence on the Social History of Nelson, 1890–1950" by Shonadh Mann M.A.


If in his "Deserted Village" Goldsmith reflected in astonishment at the diverse accomplishments of his schoolmaster of Auburn, Shonadh Mann will demonstrate to her readers her justified admiration of the broad spectrum of interests of Frederick Giles Gibbs which he pursued with unbounded enthusiasm and vigour.


Many members of the older generation of Nelsonians will recall Gibbs as the Headmaster of Boys' Central School, a position which he held continuously for a period of 31 years from 1892 until his retirement from teaching in 1923. In that position he had a profound influence upon thousands of pupils who passed through his school, but Gibbs' day did not begin and end with the ringing of the school bell. He took countless parties of boys tramping up the Dun Mountain Line on Saturdays; he introduced many pupils to 

the wonders of astronomy on cloudless nights from the Atkinson Observatory, and he taught the majority of his pupils to swim in the Maitai River before they left Standard 6 long before swimming instruction was an integral part of the primary school curriculum.


But it is Gibbs' wide ranging cultural and scientific interests which shine through the 200 pages of Miss Mann's thesis. To give expression to these interests he possessed the organising ability to initiate projects which materialised into such institutions as the Bishop Suter Art Gallery, the School of Music, the rebuilding of the Nelson Institute Library and Museum following the fire of 1906, and the establishment of the Cawthron Institute. Gibbs' service to Nelson in influencing Thomas Cawthron in the nature of his benefactions to Nelson is adequately dealt with in a separate chapter of the book.


In his business activities Gibbs took a special interest in the development of the mineral resources of the district commencing with his purchase of shares in the Enner Glynn mine in 1895, followed by his involvement with the development of iron ore deposits at Onekaka and Parapara. His enthusiasm and practical assistance as Chairman of Directors of the Nelson Paint Company and his involvement with the ill-fated Onekaka Iron and Steel Company are fully covered by Miss Mann. The Nelson Chamber of Commerce and the Nelson Progress League both received Gibbs' active support. It was he who coined the phrase "Fill the Gap" advocating the completion of the Midland railway scheme, and it was he who gave widespread publicity to the province in the booklets "Sunny Nelson", "Nelson Illustrated" and "The City of Nelson".


Drawing upon the diaries and diary resumes which Gibbs conscientiously kept from 1883 till 1952 as well as a wealth of correspondence, extracts from minute books of various organisations and newspaper references. Miss Mann portrays Gibbs' whole life from his birth in London in 1866. his arrival in New Zealand as a ship-wrecked boy of ten in 1877 and his progress through Nelson College to Canterbury University where he graduated M.A. with first class honours in English and Latin. Separate chapters are devoted to his work in education, his contribution to the botanical knowledge of Nelson's flora, his business activities, his friendship with Thomas Cawthron and his influence in ensuring that Cawthron's benefactions were directed into channels where they would have a lasting impact on the enrichment of the cultural, scientific and recreational facilities of the city and district.


The cultural interests of Gibbs are dealt with in chapters on his involvement with the Nelson Institute and Philosophical Society, his organising capacity with the Bishop Suter Art Society and with the Art Gallery, and his administrative ability with the Harmonic Society and the foundation of the School of Music.


The biography concludes with the following well deserved tribute:—




"He was a man who to a greater degree than any other devoted his life to Nelson and his passing was a 
tremend-

ousloss to the city. His dominating purpose in life was to pursue knowledge and to give service to his fellows. No man left a greater mark on Nelson; and as so many said at his passing, the epitaph of Sir Christopher Wren might well be applied to him—'Si monumentum requiris circumspice'."




It is difficult to understand why no local body has recognised the service which Gibbs rendered to Nelson for no street, bridge, park or other facility has been named in his memory during the twenty-five years since his death. In the Maitai Valley particularly it was through Gibbs' appeals to the public that money was collected for building bridges over the river and for the purchase by the City Council in March 1916 of the Maitai Recreation Grounds and bathing holes, yet, as far as can be ascertained there is no landmark in the area which bears his name. This is an omission which could well merit the attention of the Council in the future.




J.F.H.S.
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One of the chief aims of an Historical Society is to preserve and publish local history. We are pleased to announce the publication by the Society of 
F. G. Gibbs by Shonadh Mann.


Since we last published book reviews there have been several publications by members of the Society:



Golden Bay, 100 Years of Local Government by J. N. W. Newport was one of the winners of the Sherrard Award for Local History, 1976. In it Mr Newport gives a clear account of the various local bodies in that area since counties were established.



Difficult Country, an Informal History of Murchison by Margaret C. Brown traces the story of that area from the early explorers through the gold-mining era to present day fanning.



Land of Streams by Kenneth Gregory is the Waimea County Centennial publication. In it the author seeks to give a picture of life in the county over the past hundred years rather than a record of county procedure.



Collingwood Church Centenary Booklet by Rev. P. J. Taylor and J. N. W. Newport continues the story of Collingwood from 1912 where the previous book, 
Collingwood finished.



Pakawau School Centenary Booklet by Enid Scrimogeur gives a full account of schools in that area.



Nelson Provincial Council by H. F. Allen published by the Society is still available, and gives an interesting account of the workings of the Provincial Council.






Living and Loving by Pearl E. Neal is the story of the Leov family in Rai Valley.



Murchison Centennial Booklet contains 50 coloured photographs and 16 pages of text.



Due for publication shortly are:



Sovereign Butter, Seventy jive Years of Dairying in Golden Bay by J. N. W. Newport.



Early Tides to Wakapuaka, 1842–1892 by P. V. and N. L. Wastney (published by the Nelson Historical Society)



Landfall Nelson, Early Sailing Ships, 1642–1842 by June E. Neale.



In Preparation: Riley Family History by Enid Scrimogeur


Back numbers of most 
Journals of the Nelson Historical Society are available. The 1977 
Journal of the New Zealand Federation of Historical Societies has just come to hand. This is a particularly good number containing 24 articles dealing with a wide variety of topics from various areas including Nelson. We recommend it to our readers.
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	Admiralty Chart. Nelson 1850 (Jenkins)

	1
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	Antiques P. Moncrieff
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	Baton (Goldfields) J. N. W. Newport

	2

	
7





	Bett Collection (C. R. H. Taylor)
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	Blicker. Arsonist (L. E. H. Baigent)

	2

	
14





	Buller (Goldfields) J. N. W. Newport

	2
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	Butt Rev. (Nelson's First Three Clergymen) Archdeacon H. F. Ault
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	Captain Cook (Some Early Voyages to N.Z.) Dr David Miller

	1
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	Centennial Preparations (J. A. Harley) Mayor 1947–56

	2
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	Central School Fire—arson (L. E. H. Baigent)

	2
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	Coaching, Waimeas (Land Transport in the Early Days) J. Newman
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	1
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" " " Part 1 J. A. Jenkins
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	3
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	Lands of Nelson College—McKay
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	Land Transport in the Early Days—Newman
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4
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	6
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	McKay Appreciation—J. A. Jenkins

	4

	
11





	Marsden family (See also Vol 2 No. 2 p20)

	5
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	Moore's School

	6
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	4

	
3
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	Motueka Upper. Goldfield J. N. W. Newport

	1

	
2
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5





	Nelson College Lands McKay

	1

	
10





	Nelson's First Three Clergymen—Ault

	3
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	Nelson Education Beginnings McKay
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8
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	3
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4





	Old Admiralty Chart—H. Jenkins
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8





	Port—Early Days W. H. Parr

	1

	
6





	Parker, Charles, Motueka
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13





	
Parker, Edmund Part 1

	3

	
13
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	4

	
6





	Parihaka Volunteers

	5

	
4





	Poormans Valley

	6

	
3





	Railway Opening—Stoke 1873

	6

	
4





	Rolph, J. Aorere

	1

	
15





	Racecourse—Stoke

	6

	
4





	Recollections Early Motueka

	3

	
13





	Part 2

	4

	
6





	Redwood in Australia

	2

	
5





	Saxton Rev C. W.

	3

	
10





	Stephens House. Stoke

	3

	
5





	
Stoke. Early. Holcroft

	5

	
3
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	Stoke Rifles
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	Tyree Photographs Collection

	3
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	Baigent, L.—Obituary
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	Charming Glenduan—C. R. Barnicoat
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24





	Charles Edward—shipping
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	5
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	Corinna S. S. (shipping)
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	D'Urville Island (Green Island) Elsie King-Turner
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	5

	
7





	Field L. W.—Obituary

	5

	
3





	Forts on Haulashore—Dickinson
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	Green Island—Elsie King-Turner
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10





	Glenduan, Charming C. R. Barnicoat
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24





	Hampden (See Murchison)

	3

	
26





	Haulashore Island—Dickinson
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	Heaphy River Excavations—Millar
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7





	Isel J. N. W. Newport

	2
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	J. A. Jenkins—An appreciation
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1





	Jameson, Thomas R.—an appreciation
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3
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	5
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38





	Life in Lighthouses—I. Anderson
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30





	Making Your Way in Nelson—March, J. E.
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30
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	Moth Richard, Old Experiences West Coast

	3
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	Moonlight George F. (J. Paton-Boyd)
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26





	Motueka Place Names—H. N. Murray
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	Nelson College for Girls—First Seven Years L. Voller
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	Records Committee
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	Voiler L. C. Nelson College for Girls
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	Waimea River Estuary—Changes—Barnicoat
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	Wairau M. V. wreck at Motueka
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