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Nelson Province, 1642–1842



From Discovery to Colonisation



By 
A. N. Field


The Nelson doings of Tasman, Cook and Durville in their own words; whaling day episodes; the tangled tale of the founding of Nelson and discovery of the Haven; a story packed with interest, never before brought together under one cover, and much of it previously untold.



144 pages with Index



Price 4/- (if posted 4/3)


Produced for the 1942 Centenary, the sale of this book was checked by the onset of the black-out, barbed-wire period of the Pacific War. Its publishers, Messrs A. G. Betts and Son Ltd., Nelson, have generously donated 500 copies to the Nelson Historical Society. The entire proceeds go to the Society's funds.



Get your copy from the N.H.S. Secretary, c/o Messrs Wilkins & Field, Hardy Street, Nelson, and help your Society along.


The Society aims to preserve all early records of Nelson and to this end will appreciate gifts of material such as:—




	1.
	N.Z. Company Publications.


	2.
	Nelson Provincial Council Publications.


	3.
	N.Z. Government Publications such as:—Gazettes, Hansards, Parliamentary Papers, etc.


	4.
	Old diaries, letters, etc.


	5.
	Early newspapers, cuttings, obituary notices, etc.


	6.
	Books and pamphlets published in Nelson or about Nelson and any publications having a reference to Nelson.


	7.
	Early maps, plans and sketches.


	8.
	Photographs, portraits, paintings, drawings of Nelson or Nelsonians.



The Society's rooms at the rear of the A. and N.Z. Bank, Hardy Street, entrance alongside Public Trust Office, are open on Fridays 10–12 noon, Monday and Tuesday evenings, 7.30 to 9.30.



Further copies of these Journals may be obtained from Nelson Historical Society Inc. c/o P.O. Box 12, Nelson. Price 3/-.
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Foreword



In presenting this volume of our Journal I wish to thank the many members and other friends of our Society for the manner in which all have maintained the work of gathering, classifying and recording the large quantity of historical matter which the Nelson Historical Society has continued to acquire for the future benefit of all interested.


The provision of suitable storage premises has, I feel, been brought much nearer; and it appears we are now nearing our goal of having our irreplaceable collections suitably housed and given organised protection and display. Experts tell us that the matter we have, or may have under conditions of safety, makes Nelson the envy of most other provinces.


In this publication will be found a brief summary of some of our activities since we issued our No. 3 Volume, and I trust the contents will be of interest to all who appreciate the history of their people and locality.





L. E. H. Baigent,


President.
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Bett Historical Collection




"The historical collection of Dr F. A. Bett is the richest gathering of material devoted to a single area that has been assembled in New Zealand." Mr C. R. H. Taylor, the chief librarian of the Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, told a public meeting held on September 29, 1959, in the Old Folks' Hall under the auspices of the Nelson Historical Society.


The Bett Collection is being held in trust by the Turnbull Library until such time as suitable premises to house it are provided in Nelson, and mention was made of the old Marsden home in Isel Park as a property which should be bought by the city for the purpose.


Mr Taylor said that there were so far recorded over 350 manucsripts, many of which were substantial volumes. They concerned nearly every name that had been notable in Nelson history, such as Thomas Brunner, J. C. Richmond, J. W. Saxton, John Tinlino and Sir David Monro.


There were ships' logs, diaries of early settlers, records of business firms, documents of transactions and agreements, circulars, reports, notices, prospectuses, programmes, map books, cuttings, almanacs, directories and telephone books, guide books and year books.


These led to the printed material which was not exclusively Nelson, but practically every important book and pamphlet about Nelson or touching upon the area, was present, along with much of general New Zealand interest.







Government Papers


Dr Bett had collected excellent files of Provincial Government gazettes and proceedings, and similarly for other related provinces, for Wellington, and for the South Island.


Official papers of the central Government, and the many important reports to the British Parliament from the 1830s onwards were vital to the historian, and arc in good strength in Dr Bett's catalogue, Mr Taylor said.


Beyond those again were the groups of photographs, sketches and pictures, maps and prints that so frequently told far more than the printed word.


This considerable group of records was bequeathed to a group of trustees, who were instructed to place it in the Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, until suitable accommodation and custody could be arranged in Nelson.







Collection's Future


"The Nelson Historical Society is anxious to realise Dr Bett's objective," said Mr Taylor. "His was doubly a generous intention, for not only is the collection to come as a free gift, but a very useful sum of money will be provided to ensure a small income for development, additions and equipment.


'The society has in prospect a very handsome and suitable building on the outskirts of the city which could, by including other material, become a mecca not only for the casual visitor, but also for the serious student.


"With certain modifications, this could serve the purpose if properly staffed, and it is hoped that this can be secured," Mr Taylor said.


He added that when Dr Bett's wishes were finally realised, Nelson would be the fortunate possessor of the best local history collection in New Zealand.


Copies of a preliminary list which shows the wide range of material acquired by Dr Bett were circulated at the meeting, which was attended by about 100 people.










Of Wide Extent


Introducing Mr Taylor, the president of the Historical Society, Mr L. E. H. Baigent, said that many present had known Dr Bett personally. They thought they knew what the collection consisted of, but really had no idea of its wide extent till cataloguing of it had been undertaken at the Turnbull Library.


The Deputy-Mayor, Mr F. J. Lock, who moved a vote of thanks to Mr Taylor, said that the old Marsden home, set in the beauty of Isel Park, would be an ideal location for the Bett collection and other valuable historical material held in Nelson.


"I want you all to leave this meeting as ambassadors telling everyone that purchase of the Marsden home for this purpose by the city is a must for Nelson," Mr Lock said.


In reply to questions at the conclusion of his address, Mr Taylor said that the Bett collection could be accommodated in a hall about the size of the one they were in. It should be kept as a separate entity, but he suggested that other similar Nelson historical material could be put in other rooms in the same building.


Mr J. A. Jenkins pointed out that the Nelson Historical Society already had a large collection and this was being added to all the time. There was available for display, in addition to much manuscript and printed matter, the big Tyree collection of early Nelson photographs and a valuable selection on antique silver.
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Memories of Capt. 
Moore




During the 1958 Centennial Celebrations, Mrs S. Hazelwood, granddaughter of Captain Frederick George Moore, discoverer of Nelson Haven, was one of the panel of speakers on the early history of Nelson.


Mrs Hazelwood recalled that Captain Moore had arrived at Wellington on February 1, 1840. For 18 months he had travelled the New Zealand coast in a ship discovering hitherto uncharted bays and inlets.


Captain Moore learned the Maori language during the course of his trips and, when he lost his ship, he offered his services to Captain Arthur Wawefield, Mrs Hazelwood said.







Pilot for Wakefield


He piloted Wakefield's boats with the early settlers on board to Massacre Bay and Blind Bay and his local knowledge proved invaluable to Wakefield. After the settlement had taken place in the Motueka district, Captain Moore, Captain Cross, Mr Brown and a Maori by the name of Pito, sailed across the bay in a cutter and discovered Nelson Haven, which they recognised would provide a safe anchorage.


Captain Moore returned to England in 1849 at his own expense and for 10 months made representations to the authorities for the provision of steam vessels for use in New Zealand and Australian waters.


He saw the success of his efforts in 1852 when the steamers, the Queen of the South sailed for New Zealand and the Lady Jocelyn for Australia.







Received Medal


Captain Moore was presented with a medal inscribed "For Services" by Prince Albert, the Prince Consort, in recognition of his services to New Zealand. The medal is now held in the Turnbull Library.


Mrs Hazelwood pointed out that Captain Moore had been in Nelson for the 50th Jubilee. She had with her on the present occasion the captain's original manuscripts which have been copied by the Turnbull Library.
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Bett Collection and the Past






Life in Nelson and district in the early days can be reconstructed in some detail already from material contained in the F. A. Bett Collection of books, manuscripts and other printed matter, and when the collection is finally housed in Nelson the opportunities for research will be extended.


Together with the records of various kinds already gathered by the Nelson Historical Society, including the irreplaceable Tyree collection of early Nelson photographs and negatives, the Bett material will form a local historical record unique in New Zealand.


Interest in having the collection permanently housed in Nelson has been stimulated by moves now being made to persuade the City Council to buy the old Marsden homestead at Stoke for the project.







Wide Range


The preliminary list of manuscripts in the collection prepared by the Alexander Turnbull Library, shows that the material available ranges from details of early government in the province to scores of details of how the inhabitants of an earlier age lived and conducted their private affairs.


The first item on the list is an abstract of lotteries, held at the Nelson races in 1859, with a list of bets in a general lottery which carries the signatures of prominent Nelson settlers. Then follows in alphabetical order, the entry: "Acland, Lydia, letter to her brother John Barton Acland, February 7, 1937."


Such contrasts, giving promise of much interesting reading and research, occur frequently in the catalogue. Official correspondenee going back to the days of the New Zealand Company, which made the first plans to settle the Nelson district, and the Provincial Council are recorded with many more human documents, the private letters of early settlers to each other or to relatives in England.







Clues to Inhabitants


Some are still remembered as public figures, but others remain unknown except in the letters they have left describing the lives of their neighbours and themselves in another era.


Records of early immigrant ships which came to Nelson, and detailed passenger lists, give clues as to how the population of the infant cathedral city was compounded. Land. court and mercantile documents of varied kinds give other glimpses of the people who formed the community a century and more ago. and in later decades merging into the present century.


What pictures of a long forgotten social scene are conjured up by such an entry as "Invitation to dance in Mr Kerr's barn, November 24, 1843," and another invitation to dance at the Wakatu Hotel about the same time. Both were sent to John Waring Saxton, copies of whose diaries from 1841 to 1851 are also in the Bett Collection.












Victoria University of Wellington Library




Nelson Historical Society Journal, Volume 1, Issue 4, December 1959

[introduction]






Life in Nelson and district in the early days can be reconstructed in some detail already from material contained in the F. A. Bett Collection of books, manuscripts and other printed matter, and when the collection is finally housed in Nelson the opportunities for research will be extended.


Together with the records of various kinds already gathered by the Nelson Historical Society, including the irreplaceable Tyree collection of early Nelson photographs and negatives, the Bett material will form a local historical record unique in New Zealand.


Interest in having the collection permanently housed in Nelson has been stimulated by moves now being made to persuade the City Council to buy the old Marsden homestead at Stoke for the project.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Nelson Historical Society Journal, Volume 1, Issue 4, December 1959

Wide Range





Wide Range


The preliminary list of manuscripts in the collection prepared by the Alexander Turnbull Library, shows that the material available ranges from details of early government in the province to scores of details of how the inhabitants of an earlier age lived and conducted their private affairs.


The first item on the list is an abstract of lotteries, held at the Nelson races in 1859, with a list of bets in a general lottery which carries the signatures of prominent Nelson settlers. Then follows in alphabetical order, the entry: "Acland, Lydia, letter to her brother John Barton Acland, February 7, 1937."


Such contrasts, giving promise of much interesting reading and research, occur frequently in the catalogue. Official correspondenee going back to the days of the New Zealand Company, which made the first plans to settle the Nelson district, and the Provincial Council are recorded with many more human documents, the private letters of early settlers to each other or to relatives in England.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Nelson Historical Society Journal, Volume 1, Issue 4, December 1959

Clues to Inhabitants





Clues to Inhabitants


Some are still remembered as public figures, but others remain unknown except in the letters they have left describing the lives of their neighbours and themselves in another era.


Records of early immigrant ships which came to Nelson, and detailed passenger lists, give clues as to how the population of the infant cathedral city was compounded. Land. court and mercantile documents of varied kinds give other glimpses of the people who formed the community a century and more ago. and in later decades merging into the present century.


What pictures of a long forgotten social scene are conjured up by such an entry as "Invitation to dance in Mr Kerr's barn, November 24, 1843," and another invitation to dance at the Wakatu Hotel about the same time. Both were sent to John Waring Saxton, copies of whose diaries from 1841 to 1851 are also in the Bett Collection.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Nelson Historical Society Journal, Volume 1, Issue 4, December 1959

Practical Uses of Historical Research






Practical Uses of Historical Research






"What use are these historical collections?" was a question he had been asked once again only that evening at the hotel dinner table, Mr C. R. H. Taylor, Chief Librarian of the Alexander Turnbull Library, told a Nelson audience. He was speaking at a Nelson Historical Society function on the Bett historical collection. He had had to think quickly, Mr Taylor said, but found no difficulty in giving the enquirer some illustrations of the practical value of historical research.


One good example was provided by the recent discussions as to whether an aeroplane had been flown in New Zealand, at Timaru, soon after the turn of the century. The enquiry had been handed over to the Turnbull Library, and from all sorts of old records it held, such as diaries, letters and newspapers, there might be produced valuable historical aviation information which would make New Zealand better known to the world.







Tangiwai Disaster


After the Tangiwai river railway disaster, the Railways Department had asked the Turnbull Library if it could provide a record of floods in the area over the previous 75 years. The library had, from old documents of all kinds, been able to provide data which enabled the Ministry of Works and the Railways Department to work out a pattern of previous floods and accidents.


One of the best-known students the Turnbull Library had had, Mr Taylor said, was the late Harrold Gatty, American flyer who wrote "Round the World in Eight Days." When he was attached to Pan-American Airway in Auckland after his pioneering world flights, Mr Gatty had frequently flown down to the Turnbull Library for the day to continue his studies.







Navigation Data


Mr Gatty's researches mainly concerned navigation, and as a result of his researches in the Turnbull Library he had produced a booklet which was distributed to all American airmen in the Pacific area during World War II. It showed them how to find their way anywhere in the Pacific by methods used by the early Polynesian voyagers.


Mr Gatty had, as a result of his studies in the Turnbull Library, obtained a description of an instrument used by 17th century navigators. He was able to modify this for use by modern aircraft, Mr Taylor said.


Mr Taylor said the library sometimes went back into its records in connection with Maori land claims about the origins of which pakehas were hazy, and had been able to provide valuable information.


"Anyone who says that historical research is not worth while is foolish," Mr Taylor said. "It is not just an academic pastime."
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Mr Gatty's researches mainly concerned navigation, and as a result of his researches in the Turnbull Library he had produced a booklet which was distributed to all American airmen in the Pacific area during World War II. It showed them how to find their way anywhere in the Pacific by methods used by the early Polynesian voyagers.


Mr Gatty had, as a result of his studies in the Turnbull Library, obtained a description of an instrument used by 17th century navigators. He was able to modify this for use by modern aircraft, Mr Taylor said.


Mr Taylor said the library sometimes went back into its records in connection with Maori land claims about the origins of which pakehas were hazy, and had been able to provide valuable information.


"Anyone who says that historical research is not worth while is foolish," Mr Taylor said. "It is not just an academic pastime."
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Recollections of Earlier Days in Motueka


Told by Edmund Parker in 1935 and 1936.







Part Two


The early settlers gained their living by farming the land and grew mostly grain and potatoes, sometimes receiving £10 a ton for the latter. A trading vessel 300 or 400 tons would stand outside the sand bank and small boats would take the potatoes out to her until they were all loaded. The boat would take the cargo of potatoes to Melbourne where they sold well. The shops selling them would display a placard on which was printed Potatoes from Motueka, New Zealand.


Timber was milled in Thorp's and Fearon's bushes and sent away by boats which sailed up the stream from where the present wharf now is to Thorp's Bush. This was before Edmund Parker can remember.


The growth along the beach was principally manuka scrub and bracken.


The first Post Office Edmund can remember was kept either by Mr Giblin at his store or by Mr Sutcliffe at his store, and later by Mr McDonald at his store which was beyond where the Misses Jordan live. Mr Bucholtry whose store was where Manoy's grocery now is, was the next. Postmaster. Then the Government built the first permanent Post Office on the site of the present one. Charles Parker who was working in his hop garden along High Street sent the first telegram over the wire the day the office was opened. A Parliamentary by-election was being held in Nelson that day and the telegram was sent to one of the candidates, Mr Luckie, wishing him success.


No proper Court House was built for many years, and cases were conducted in the old Institute Hall which stood on the site of the present one. The first Court House was built when Edmund Parker was a school child. A Stipendary Magistrate came from Nelson monthly to hold Court and in between his visits, cases were heard before Justices of the Peace, one of whom at one time was Charles Parker.



Schools. The Public School at which Edmund Parker and his brothers and sisters received part of their education was built on the site of the present school by his father when he was 12 or 13 years of age. The first school they attended was built on an acre of ground on the corner of High and Greenwood Streets given to the public by Dr Greenwood for educational purposes. This area was later acquired by the Anglican Church and used as a Church School.


In those days from 40 to 60 pupils atended school and they had classes from 1 to 6. Education then was not compulsory but each householder was compelled by Provincial Council to pay £1 per annum for education.


Corporal punishment was very readily inflicted on the pupils by the teachers in those days. The staff consisted generally of the headmaster and a woman teacher. The school hours were from 9 a.m. until 12 midday with a recess half way through the morning and from 2 until 4 in the afternoon and a five-day week. Once a year an Inspector visited the school for the purpose of conducting an examination.


Edmund Parker attended school until he was fifteen years of age.


The old building owned by Manoys and later occupied by Mr Spencer Smith as a solicitor's office now being pulled down to make room for a car parking area, was built by Joseph Parker, brother of Charles Parker, first as a private house and later used as an hotel which he called "The Star Hotel". It was later occupied as a private home by Mr and Mrs Pownall. The first business of the Bank of New Zealand was carried on in a building next to the old Post 

Office Hotel and later occupied by Mr John Hunt as a bootmaking establishment. The first Bank Manager was a Mr Gibbs. Later the old building now being pulled down became the Bank of New Zealand premises first occupied by Mr Gibbs and later by Mr Symes as manager until the present building was erected.


Before the Motueka bridge was built foot passengers were conveyed across the river by means of a ferry boat operated by Edgar Dodson, proprietor of the hotel which then stood on the Budden property on the corner of the Main Road and Lodders Lane. A large bell was hung on the Motueka side of the river on the Staples property. People needing to cross the river to Riwaka would ring this bell for the ferry. The charge made for conveyance was either 6d. or 1/-. Two people were drowned by attempting to ford the river on foot, a man named Jones and a Maori named Waipiti. The river could usually be forded on horseback or by means of a vehicle.


The first Motueka Bridge was built in the year 1878. The Government granted a sum of money for the purpose during the last year of Charles Parker's term (5 years then) as member of Parliament for Motueka. The site was surveyed and some piles were driven in the river there to test the bottom. A short time later, i.e. after the test piles had been sunk the big flood came in 1877 and when the waters had subsided the piles were still there. The bridge was built a year or two later. Several square shelter recesses were built into each side of the bridge to enable people on foot to take refuge if cattle came along.


At the time of the Maori Wars in the North Island when Edmund Parker was 10 or 12 years old, a company called the Militia was formed for defensive purposes. All able bodied men were compelled to join and were drilled regularly but were not provided with arms. Sticks were used for drilling purposes. The parades were held on the property now owned by Edmund Parker.


The officers were Captain Horniman, formerly of some London Regiment and Lieutenant Pocock, father of the gentlemen who visited Motueka a few years ago. Lieutenant Pocock was formerly a naval officer. Lieutenant Pocock on one occasion was drilling his squad in the lower paddock where the hop garden now is. His horse broke loose whilst the men were marching and he rushed off to recapture it without giving the order to halt. The company full of devilment, kept on marching right up to the fence and proceeded to march on by climbing over it, but Captain Horniman rushed up and gave the order to halt.


Numbers of Maoris would assemble to watch the Militia drill and thought it a great joke. When the parade was dismissed they would go home imitating the soldiers.


When the Maori Wars ceased the Militia was disbanded. A few years later a Volunteer Company was formed but lasted only a few years owing to lack of interest of its members.


When Edmund was about 17 a Cadet Corps was formed which he joined. Captain Sockett, an ex Indian Army Officer, was drill instructor and used the language of a Sergeant Major. His son was a Lietenant Captain. Burrell Captain and Eric Thorp Ensign. Burrell and Thorp did not know their work very well and after Captain Sockett left had to take the senior positions. The men would laugh at them on parades and one day were lectured for doing so by Major Horniman. The two officers as a result of being laughed at became discharged and resigned their positions. Edmund Parker as a result of the Socketts leaving, became an Ensign and later when the other officers resigned became Lieutenant and then Captain of the Company.


Major Horniman sent to England for a medal for a shooting competition among the Company. However, before the medal arrived, he died and the Cadet Corps was disbanded. Major Horniman's son-in-law, William Knyvett, took charge of the medal and asked Edmund Parker if he could get a shooting party of the former Company together to compete for the 

medal. He managed to get 20 men together and the medal was won by his brother, Arthur William Parker.







The Big Flood


In February, 1877, a big flood swept the whole district. The cause as told to Edmund Parker by two diggers was this: rain fell from Friday until Monday and as a result a high hill one side of the Baton river fell across it and buried a bush-covered terrace 50ft. high the other side, forming a wall which dammed up the Baton river for three days. The water then overflowed into the Motueka river and came down the Pangato-tara Valley in a wall 20ft. high, which after leaving the valley spread out over the whole district. Many people were nearly ruined as a result of the damage done by the flood. Fortunately, the wall of water came down the valley in the morning instead of the night and people seeing it coming could leave their homes and seek refuge on the hills or wherever they could find safety.


Most of Motueka was flooded, water coming from Whakarewa and the bridge. Most buildings in High Street had water through them and many in other parts of the district fared as badly, no doubt. The Mason, Cook and Parker homes were not flooded although surrounded by water. The Staples home opposite Cooks must have been flooded as Mrs Staples took refuge in the Parker home.


Mr and Mrs William Auty lived well back from the road on the property owned by the family of the late Albert Goodman and were in grave danger from the flood waters. Henry Staples Jnr., Edmund and Arthur Parker walked and swam across Auty's paddocks until they reached the river bank. From there they walked around until able to get to the back of the house, went inside and helped Mr and Mrs Auty to put their furniture on to the table and then left to return home. The house was two storied so Mr and Mrs Auty decided that they would be quite safe to stay there. The three young men on their return had to swim through some of the gullies. On attempting to jump across one, Arthur landed in the water and was carried away by the current. Henry and Edmund had to run along the bank, catch hold of some fern and grasp Arthur as he was swept along. They then reached Henry Staples barn which stood across the gully where the gum trees now are. They found the two cows in the yard almost afloat and turned them out on the road to take their chance. The four pigs floating about in the sty they took into the barn and placed on some sheaves of wheat which could not be included in the stack at harvest time.


The three men had to remain where they were until a canoe was brought from Wilkies swamp by Fred Parker. By this time about 20 men had collected on the bank this side of the gully and someone said Mr and Mrs Auty should be brought out. Fred and Edmund Parker volunteered to go, and set off in the canoe, reaching the house safely finding four feet of water inside.


They persuaded the couple to leave although Mr Auty was not very willing to do so. Returning proved much more difficult than the going as it meant paddling against the stream. The current proved too strong and swept the canoe broadside on to a bunch of gorse growing against a steep hole. The canoe filled with water and Fred jumped out into the bunch of gorse. The canoe sank from under Mr and Mrs Auty and Edmund and they floated toward the willow trees, the two men supporting Mrs Auty until they reached there. Mr Auty got into the first tree and Mrs Auty and Edmund reached the second. Great difficulty was experienced in getting Mrs Auty on to a branch of the tree as she had clothed herself in several extra frocks before leaving the house. Mr Auty called out something which Edmund could not at the time hear. Later he learned that it was "Rip those dammed rags off her". Needless to say all his energies were devoted to the task of getting her safely on to a branch of the tree which he eventually succeeded in doing, and there they had to wait for an hour until rescued by some of the men on the bank.





Fred was seen first and thrown a rope by which means he was pulled to safety. Edmund and Mrs Auty could not be seen by the rescuers until Fred pointed them out. A ladder had to be obtained and was put across to Mr Auty's tree and he was duly rescued. After that Mrs Auty and Edmund were brought to safety. Mr and Mrs Auty were then taken to the Motueka Hotel.


With some other men who had rescued people from the flood waters, Edmund was presented with the Caledonian Society's Medal.
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It was still possible for New Zealand to acquire antiques, brought in by newcomers to the country, Mrs Perrine Moncrieff told members of the Nelson Historical Society last night. Mrs Moncrieff gave a bright and informative talk on the subject and recalled episodes with dealers in the course of many years' experience as a collector.


Mrs Moncrieff said that although much of the old furniture brought in by the pioneers had been lost or destroyed, there was a new supply from the Old World building up, and nothing should be done to make it difficult for people to bring it into New Zealand.


Mrs Moncrieff said that a study of antiques and the articles used by man in the past was necessary for gaining a bolder outlook on life. It was important that those who knew the value of antiques should pass their knowledge on to the younger generation.







Taught By Mother


Mrs Moncrieff recalled that her mother had gained an unusual knowledge of old furniture by playing in the family attics as a child, and she had passed that knowledge on to the speaker.


Mrs Moncrieff said that she had gained an appreciation of old things by being taken early in life on expeditions to take monumental brass rubbings from the effigies on the tombs of knights of past centuries and their wives, and to Roman ruins to see coloured mosaics which had survived the centuries.


The speaker said that one of the unusual places she had been taken to was later proved to have been the site of a Phoenician colony in Britain. Other expeditions she had made had included regular visits to Westminster Abbey and other historic places in London.







Early Furniture


Speaking of early furniture, Mrs Moncrieff said that nothing was known of the types of furniture in use in the 13th century, and little of that of the two following centuries. One of the basic items of furniture in those times was the chest. Many of these were used for storing all sorts of possessions, from money to personal possessions of the lord of the manor. Boards on trestles served as tables, with rough benches to sit on.


Coming to later periods, Mrs Moncrieff said that one of the things the antique expert had to know was how to recognise fakes. The clues of these were provided by minor details. Collectors were helpless in the hands of expert fakers if the latter really knew their business.


At the conclusion of her address, Mrs Moncrieff exhibited an example of the 17th century Spanish leather work which she had acquired in Scotland: a ladder back chair made by the 18th century furniture maker George Hepplewhite; a chair made by Thomas Sheraton (1751–1806); and an 18th century miniature desk and bureau of the type which cabinet makers then showed clients in seeking orders for full size articles.


A vote of thanks to Mrs Moncrieff was moved by Mr G. Gould, who congratulated her on her expert knowledge of antiques.
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The Society's Search for Premises






The possibility of the Nelson Historical Society obtaining a suitable room in the present City Council Chambers when they were vacated by the council was mentioned by the president. Mr L. E. H. Baigent, at a meeting of the Nelson Historical Society.


Mr Baigent was discussing the question of obtaining suitable premises for a proposed Museum Trust Board in which could be housed valuable early records, including the Bett collection.


Mr Baigent stressed that there was nothing firm about the proposal. It depended on the council getting a suitable building on the Miller's Acre area which was being developed.


The committee was not satisfied with the progress that had been made towards obtaining a building for its records, Mr Baigent said, but it was not a financial institution and it was difficult to see a way out of the problem. The committee was constantly watching for an appropriate building, but without substantial success so far.


Proposals for the formation of a Museum Trust Board on a provincial basis to take over the responsibility of the museum and archives, and so free the Nelson Institute from the museum and leave the way open for a municipal library if so desired, are now in the hands of the Nelson City Council, according to the annual report of the historical society.


This was the outcome of a meeting between a committee from the society and the council, which was held with a view to providing accommodation in Nelson for the collection of Nelson historical records left under the will of the late patron, Dr F. A. Bett.







Terms of Will


The report said that under the terms of the will the four trustees had been instructed:




	1.
	"To place same in the care of the Alexander Turnbull Library for safe custody and display."


	2.
	"When they are satisfied that suitable permanent fireproof and earthquake proof accommodation is available in Nelson for the storage and display thereof, to place the same in such accommodation accordingly for safe custody and display."



"The trustees have made it clear that suitable accommodation means not only a suitable building but also an independent authority, with adequate funds assured for the purpose, to take full and permanent responsibility for the custody and display of the collection," the report said.







Work Outlined


The report continued.


"The membership of the society is 134. During the year nine new members joined and four resigned.


"While the total number of accessions, 183, is lower this year, it includes some very valuable material, one of which is 45 volumes of the F. G. Gibbs diary (1883–1952).


"The work of the records committee has made steady progress and the regular Monday evenings have been well maintained. Cataloguing and cross indexing occupies a great amount of time.


"Newspaper cuttings have all been mounted and are being indexed, and the compilation of an index to Broad's Jubilee History of Nelson has been started. This has been badly needed and should be of great value.


"Several steel filing cabinets have been purchased during the year and these have been of great assistance. Time consuming and tedious work falls on the shoulders of the members of the records committee in searching for information asked for by members of the public."
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Terms of Will


The report said that under the terms of the will the four trustees had been instructed:




	1.
	"To place same in the care of the Alexander Turnbull Library for safe custody and display."


	2.
	"When they are satisfied that suitable permanent fireproof and earthquake proof accommodation is available in Nelson for the storage and display thereof, to place the same in such accommodation accordingly for safe custody and display."



"The trustees have made it clear that suitable accommodation means not only a suitable building but also an independent authority, with adequate funds assured for the purpose, to take full and permanent responsibility for the custody and display of the collection," the report said.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Nelson Historical Society Journal, Volume 1, Issue 4, December 1959

Work Outlined





Work Outlined


The report continued.


"The membership of the society is 134. During the year nine new members joined and four resigned.


"While the total number of accessions, 183, is lower this year, it includes some very valuable material, one of which is 45 volumes of the F. G. Gibbs diary (1883–1952).


"The work of the records committee has made steady progress and the regular Monday evenings have been well maintained. Cataloguing and cross indexing occupies a great amount of time.


"Newspaper cuttings have all been mounted and are being indexed, and the compilation of an index to Broad's Jubilee History of Nelson has been started. This has been badly needed and should be of great value.


"Several steel filing cabinets have been purchased during the year and these have been of great assistance. Time consuming and tedious work falls on the shoulders of the members of the records committee in searching for information asked for by members of the public."
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Society Seeks Greater Support






A recommendation to the incoming committee that more publicity be given the affairs of the Nelson Historical Society was carried at the 1959 annual meeting of that body.


This was the outcome of a discussion on the work being carried out, during the course of which Mr G. Newport suggested that quite a number of Nelson people were suspicious of the Society and its objects.


"We are here for the good of the province and not just to take advantage of material that might be of value to many families." he said. "A great deal of tact is required in our work, and we have not got to be too dogmatic or, on the other hand, too passive.


"Many people do not know what our objects are," he added, proposing the motion.







Open for Inspection


Mr J. G. McKay said many members were not aware of the work the society was doing. The office was open each Friday morning and photographs and records were available for inspection.


"We have no desire to hide what we have," he said.


The president (Mr L. E. H. Baigent) paid a tribute to the hours of work given by Mr McKay and Mr J. A. Jenkins. The work of the society was proceeding steadily and quite a number of items, such as the Gibbs diaries last year, were coming in, he added.


Mr P. B. Griffin: If we are going to go ahead and have the best collection in Nelson, we will have to have the support of the public. We need not only a suitable building but a trust fund to ensure its maintenance.


Mr Baigent pointed out that the collection was at present housed in Wellington and it would remain there until it was possible to ask for it to be transferred to Nelson.
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Mr 
J. G. McKay


An Appreciation


When our Historical Society commenced its work in 1954, the Records-Committee had to give much thought to the basic principles governing the classification and the recording of a wide range of material. An elastic system had to be devised, a system which, though permitting of great expansion, would endure without change in the years to come.


We were very fortunate in having with us James George McKay. Few men have been blessed with better balanced minds, or sounder judgment — and, added to this, Jim McKay had a profound knowledge of Nelson's early history. He had been a student of this since he first served on the College staff; and a perusal of his papers, subsequent to his death, reveals masses of carefully kept records and commentaries on a wide range of material. Early Education was his special hobby.
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