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Introduction

          

Robin Hyde remains one of the most intriguing and important figures in the formative years of modern New Zealand literature partly because she produced such a wide-ranging body of work. Poems, novels, biographies and journalism were all part of her repertoire as she worked to establish a literary reputation and to generate a liveable income. Gill Boddy and Jacqueline Matthews' 
Disputed Ground: Robin Hyde, Journalist has done much to highlight Hyde's achievements as a newspaper reporter but there is a considerable amount of work still to be undertaken to identify her contributions, which were often either anonymous or pseudonymous, and to integrate these ephemeral pieces into a broader picture of her writing life.

1

          
One slice of Hyde's journalism that has received a particularly small share of attention is her work as a parliamentary reporter writing from the Ladies' Gallery of the New Zealand House of Representatives, which she undertook in sporadic bursts between 1925 and 1932. To date it has been unclear how many reports Hyde wrote, where she published them and under what name. Boddy and Matthews' research established that Hyde contributed the column "Peeps at Parliament" to the 
Dominion in 1925 under the pseudonym "Novitia," and produced some parliamentary journalism for the 
Ladies' Mirror in 1928, as well as one further piece written for the 
New Zealand Observer in 1932 and printed under her real name, Iris Wilkinson.

2 But there has been no definitive list of the names, dates or places of publication for her columns.

          
The reports she composed have been neglected for two reasons. The first barrier facing readers concerns access. Hyde's reports have until now remained unpublished beyond their original appearance in a newspaper or magazine. Readers who wished to peruse the material have had to consult microfilm copies. Secondly, the topicality of the writing not only makes it somewhat difficult for modern readers to follow but also allows it to be labelled as ephemeral and thus less worthy of critical attention than more permanent literary works. This approach unfortunately obscures some important features of Hyde's reportage. Since topicality is essential to effective journalism, her successful engagement with topical material in her reports, regardless of their literary merit, points to her talent as a working journalist. Beneath the veneer of topicality, moreover, lies crucial evidence that can contribute to our understanding of her literary style and influences. One of the most important aspects of the reports for literary scholars trying to further their understanding of Hyde's intellectual life is the wide range of literary allusions that she includes. 
Browning, 
Tennyson, 
de la Mare, 
Wordsworth, 
Shakespeare, 
Lewis Carroll and (most frequently) 
Coleridge and 
Kipling, all make appearances in Hyde's quirky responses to the proceedings of the House of Representatives. Readers can thus expect to receive two quite separate insights from reading her reports: an awareness of how firmly ensconced she was in the issues of the day and a simultaneous awareness of the literary knowledge she brought to bear on her task.

          
Although Hyde's parliamentary corpus covers three quite different publications, and a period of seven years, beginning when she was only eighteen, all of the columns bear the unmistakeable stamp of her style. Hyde aimed to recreate for readers the experience of attending the House and hearing the speakers, lacing her descriptions of the debates of the day with revealing insights into the status of women journalists reporting from the Ladies' Gallery. This approach did not appeal to everyone—the M.P. 
John A. Lee called the columns "awful tripe"—but it did provide a unique perspective on the political process.

3 Readers were not provided with in-depth political insight as much as a taste of the way in which parliamentary business is conducted. Frequently, particularly in the 1925 columns for the 
Dominion, Hyde's reports were gently satirical, making fun of the pomposity of the speakers and the arcane procedures of the Parliament.

          
The consistency of this style underlines the importance of reading the individual columns as a series and of coming to terms with her body of parliamentary journalism as a whole. This electronic edition aims to address this need by reproducing all of the columns Hyde wrote between 1925 and 1932. In total there are 53 separate pieces: 49 from the 
Dominion, three from the 
Mirror and one from the 
Observer. They form the first complete collection of this important subset of Hyde's journalism.

        



1 Gillian Boddy and Jacqueline Matthews (eds), 
Disputed Ground: Robin Hyde, Journalist (Wellington: Victoria University Press, 1991).





2 Boddy and Matthews, pp. 19-38.





3 
J. A. Lee to 
James Bertram, 29 December 1953 (National Library 
Ms-Papers-4995-1).
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Hyde and Parliament

          
Hyde's job was to provide a light-hearted account of Parliament rather than a sober analysis of the contemporary political scene, yet she consistently stepped outside the role assigned to her. Her editor at the 
Dominion, 
Charles Earle, was a staunch supporter of the ruling 
Reform Party and asked her to refrain from mentioning the 
Labour politicians in her columns. But as "Labour provided at least 90 per cent. of the speeches and almost all of the dramatic incidents of the long night watches" Hyde felt that "one might as well ask for a snappy scenario about Adam and Eve leaving out any reference to the serpent."

4 Critics including Boddy and Mathews have suggested that Earle sent Hyde to Parliament to produce a political column specifically for women, yet there are several features of her parliamentary journalism from 1925 that point to a wider readership. Hyde specifically addressed a mixed audience in her frequent references to "ladies and gentleman" or "Messieurs and Mesdames."

5 She sometimes asked to "speak to the feminine section of the community", suggesting that her audience consisted of both men and women.

6 She also occasionally adopted a male persona that undermines the characterisation of her as a "lady reporter"; in a column about taxation Novitia mused that "…we, being lost to all sense of civic responsibility, would, if we had no City Fathers to guide us, squander our surplus incomes (if we had any) on new hats for our wives, new steam-engines and submarines for our infant phenomenons, and new—let's think of something sensible—new tobacco-pouches for ourselves…"

7

          
Instead of playing the apolitical lady reporter, Hyde aimed for a more complex role with a wider influence. Her pseudonyms suggest the persona she wished to create. In the 
Dominion she was Novitia, the novice, whose apparently naïve insights into parliamentary business produced humorous digs at the culture of the House. When writing for the 
Ladies' Mirror, and thus targeting a specifically female reader, Hyde adopted the name "Krino," a Greek word that connotes not only discrimination and judgement, but also means to preside and govern. While Novitia apparently wished to be initiated into the mysterious world of the M.P.s, and had "commenced sitting at their feet, all ready to absorb wisdom," Krino appeared to inhabit that world already, simultaneously acting as critic and equal of the political elite.

8 Editors may have hired Hyde to produce a woman's perspective on Parliament; readers may have approached her columns hoping to gain insights suitable for a lady journalist and a lady reader. But her consistently sardonic style and clever creation of an imagined audience within her columns transcended gender and instead pointed to a wider readership that exhibited characteristics strongly associated with the stereotypical New Zealand temperament: suspicious of authority, laconic, intolerant of verbosity or self-importance.

          
Throughout her tenure as a parliamentary reporter, Hyde worked in the cramped confines of the Ladies' Galley, which she frequently complained about in her reports, calling it "a damnably uncomfortable and narrow little bench in front of a public gallery to which all women are admitted—overflow from the main ladies' gallery—and in which a consistent hiss of chatter is kept up as you strive to get the sense (if any) of what is being said down in the Chamber below."

9 She was required to stay late at the House and occasionally found the proceedings dull enough to ignore in favour of writing letters.

10 Despite these hardships, she retained an enduring fondness for Parliament throughout her life. She became friends with the M.P.s 
Dan Sullivan, 
William Downie Stewart and 
John A. Lee, and her work for the 
Dominion brought her to the attention of the Prime Minister 
Gordon Coates.

11 She was deeply disappointed when an opportunity to report for the 
Sun fell through, and as late as 1936 wrote wistfully to 
John A. Lee that she "[w]ould have given much to be free to slink about the Women's gallery this session."

12 A chapter of her memoir, 

Journalese, is devoted to this aspect of her writing life and her letters to 
J. H. E. Schroder, in particular, frequently mention the pleasure she took in working as a reporter in the House. An April 1928 remark might serve as a summary of the way she viewed Parliament and her role as a parliamentary journalist:

          
It has a fascination that queer old place. I always want to take it and its ambitions and men and dreams and lost dreams and absurdities and twist them into story-book form….

13

          
While her columns do not quite manifest the fictionalised response she describes here, they nevertheless give a vital insight into the literary workings of her mind.

        



4 Robin Hyde, 

Journalese (Auckland: National Printing Company, 1934), p. 36.





5 Robin Hyde, 

Journalese (Auckland: National Printing Company, 1934), p. 36.





6 See for example the columns for 
24 July 1925 and 
10 July 1925 respectively.





7 See the column for 
31 July 1925.





8 See the column for 
4 July 1925.





9 

Journalese, p. 32. Women were not admitted to the public gallery until 1945.





10 Robin Hyde to 
Hardy Sweetman, 11 July 1928 (National Library MS-2623 Folder 2).





11 

Journalese, pp. 33-34.





12 Robin Hyde to John A. Lee, 8 May 1936. Cited in Lisa Docherty, 
"Do I Speak Well?" A Selection of Letters by Robin Hyde 1927-1939, unpublished Ph.D. thesis (Auckland, 2000).





13 Robin Hyde to J. H. E. Schroder, 5 April 1928 (National Library MS-Papers-0280-03).
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Editorial Principles

          
The columns are reproduced as they appeared in their original newspaper and magazine sources except for the correction of obvious typographical errors, which are accompanied by a footnote that gives the original spelling. The original headlines, sub-headings, italics and paragraph breaks are all retained.

          
A footnote to Hansard is included when Hyde refers to a particular speech in Parliament. On those occasions when she claims to be quoting verbatim from an M.P.'s speech, the footnote supplies the official version of the phrase or phrases as recorded in Hansard whenever possible; there are some instances when Hyde includes words that either were not spoken or were not recorded by Hansard's reporters, particularly in the case of interjections. Some of the subjects under debate or the people being referred to are now fairly obscure and footnotes are included to help clarify the meaning or import of what Hyde records in these cases.

          
Allusions to popular songs, literary sources and other cultural reference points are accompanied wherever possible by a footnote which gives the correct version of quotations or explains the allusion. Some of these references have proved untraceable. Phrases in foreign languages are also footnoted if they seem sufficiently obscure. Where there is more than one example of a particular allusion in the reports, readers are referred to the other relevant columns.

          

            
I would like to thank the staff at the National Library, the Alexander Turnbull Library, the Auckland Public Library, Auckland University Library and the Hocken Library for assistance with materials for this project. I am particularly grateful to the staff in the Newspaper Research Room at the Turnbull Library for allowing me to consult the original paper copies of some issues of the Dominion. I would also like to thank the Massey University Research Fund for grants awarded in 2005 and 2006 that allowed me to undertake this research. Finally, a special thank you to my research assistants Jenny Hessell and Monica Brookes, and to Elizabeth Gray for her assistance with the numerous Biblical allusions in Hyde's reports. — N.H.
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Biographical Key to the Reports

          

George Anderson was a member of the Reform Party and the M.P. for Mataura. In 1925 he was Minister for Labour, Mines, Marine, Pensions, Printing and Stationery, and the Publicity and Machinery Departments.

          

Hubert Armstrong was a member of the Labour Party and the M.P. for Christchurch East. He was in Parliament throughout Hyde's tenure as a parliamentary reporter.

          

Harry Atmore was an Independent M.P. who supported the Liberal Party. He was in Parliament throughout Hyde's tenure as a parliamentary reporter.

          

Allan Bell was a member of the Reform Party and the M.P. for the Bay of Islands. He was Minister of Internal Affairs in 1925 and Minister for Marine and Inspection of Machinery in 1928.

          

John Bitchener was a member of the Reform Party and the M.P. for Waitaki. He was in Parliament throughout Hyde's tenure as a parliamentary reporter.

          

William Bodkin was a member of the United Party and the M.P. for Central Otago.

          

Richard Bollard was a member of the Reform Party and M.P. for Raglan. In 1925 he was Minister for Internal Affairs, the High Commissioner's Office, and the Audit, Museum, Registrar-General's, Statistician's, Laboratory and Advertising Departments.

          

David Buddo was a member of the Liberal Party (later the National Party) and M.P. for Kaiapoi.

          

Gordon Coates became leader of the Reform Party and Prime Minister on the death of 
William Massey in 1925. He served as the M.P. for Kaipara throughout Hyde's tenure as a parliamentary reporter. In 1925 he was Minister for Railways, Native Affairs, Native Trust, the Electoral Office, Public Buildings, Public Works and Roads. In the lead-up to the 1928 election, he was Minister for Mines, Public Trust, Publicity, Scientific and Industrial Research, as well as retaining the portfolios of Railways, Native Affairs and Native Trust. After losing the 1928 general election, Coates returned to Cabinet to serve as Minister for Public Works, Transport, Employment, Roads and Public Buildings in the coalition government led by 
George Forbes that was in place when Hyde visited the House in 1932. Hyde's recollections of Coates can be found in 

Journalese, pp. 33-34.

          

James Corrigan was a member of the Liberal Party and M.P. for Patea.

          

Phillip de la Perrelle was a member of the Liberal Party in 1925 and M.P. for Awarua. He lost his seat in the 1925 election but was reelected in 1932 as a member of the the United Party.

          
There were two M.P.s named James Dickson who represented the Reform Party in the years Hyde was a reporter. One was M.P. for Chalmers while the other represented Parnell. It is not clear which of the two men Hyde refers to here.

          

William Downie Stewart was a member of the Reform Party and M.P. for Dunedin West. In 1925 and 1928 he was Minister of Customs, Industry and Commerce. He also served as Minister for the Board of Trade in 1925, and undertook a long period as Acting Prime Minister. In 1932 he was Minister of Finance, Customs, Stamp Duties, Attorney-General, State Advances, and Land and Income Tax. Hyde formed a close friendship with him and later visited him in Dunedin.

          

John Edie was a member of the Liberal Party and M.P. for Clutha.

          

William Field was a member of the Reform Party and M.P. for Otaki. He was in Parliament throughout Hyde's tenure as a parliamentary reporter.

          

George Forbes was a member of the Liberal Party (later the National Party) in 1925 and then the United Party from 1928. In 1932 he was Prime Minister of a coalition government and also held the portfolios of Railways, External Affairs, Scientific and Industrial Research, Public Trust, the Electoral Office and the High Commissioner's Office. He was M.P. for Hurunui throughout Hyde's tenure as a parliamentary reporter.

          

Peter Fraser, the future Prime Minister, was a member of the Labour Party and M.P. for Wellington Central throughout Hyde's tenure as a parliamentary reporter.

          

William Girling was a member of the Reform Party and M.P. for Wairau.

          

David Guthrie was a member of the Reform Party and M.P for Oroua. In 1925 he also served as a member of the Executive Council without portfolio.

          

Josiah Hanan was a member of the Liberal Party and M.P. for Invercargill.

          

Alexander Harris was a member of the Reform Party and M.P. for Waitemata. He was in Parliament throughout Hyde's tenure as a parliamentary reporter.

          

Oswald Hawken was a member of the Reform Party and M.P. for Egmont. In 1928 he served as Minister for State Forests.

          

Frank Hockly was a member of the Reform Party and M.P. for Rotorua.

          

Henry Holland was a member of the Reform Party and M.P. for Christchurch North. He is not to be confused with Harry Holland (see below).

          

Henry Edmund ("Harry") Holland was leader of the Labour Party and M.P. for Buller throughout Hyde's tenure as a parliamentary reporter. Holland was a leading figure in the socialist movement in New Zealand.

          

Edwin Howard was a member of the Labour Party and M.P. for Christchurch South. He was in Parliament throughout Hyde's tenure as a parliamentary reporter.

          

Richard Hudson was a member of the Reform Party and M.P. for Motueka.

          

George Hunter was a member of the Labour Party and M.P. for Waipawa.

          

Leonard Isitt was a member of the Liberal Party and M.P. for Christchurch North.

          

William Jordan was a member of the Labour Party and M.P. for Manukau. He was in Parliament throughout Hyde's tenure as a parliamentary reporter.

          

Herbert Kyle was a member of the Reform Party and M.P. for Riccarton.

          

Frank Langstone was a member of the Labour Party and M.P. for Waimarino.

          

John A. Lee was a member of the Labour Party and M.P. for Auckland East (1925 and 1928) and Grey Lynn (1932). He was a friend of Hyde's and corresponded with her throughout her life. His letters to Hyde and others provide a great deal of insight into her life and writing.

          

Joseph Linklater was a member of the Reform Party and M.P. for Manawatu. He was in Parliament throughout Hyde's tenure as a parliamentary reporter.

          

John Luke was a member of the Reform Party and M.P. for Wellington North. Hyde's recollections of Luke can be found in 

Journalese, p. 115.

          

Frederick Lye was a member of the Liberal Party and later the United Party. He was M.P. for Waikato.

          

William Lysnar was a member of the Reform Party and M.P. for Gisborne.

          

James McCombs was a member of the Labour Party and M.P. for Lyttelton. He was in Parliament throughout Hyde's tenure as a parliamentary reporter. After his death in 1933, his wife Elizabeth became M.P. for Lyttelton and the first woman elected to the New Zealand Parliament. Hyde's recollections of McCombs can be found in 

Journalese, p. 38.

          

Lewis McIlvride a was a member of the Labour Party and M.P. for Napier.

          

Robert McKeen was a member of the Labour Party and M.P. for Wellington South. He was in Parliament throughout Hyde's tenure as a parliamentary reporter.

          

Ewan McLennan was a member of the Reform Party and M.P. for Franklin.

          

Alexander McLeod was a member of the Reform Party and M.P. for Wairarapa. He was in Parliament throughout Hyde's tenure as a parliamentary reporter. In 1925 he was Minister for Lands, Land for Settlements, Discharged Soldiers Settlement and Scenery Preservation. In 1928 he also served as Minister for the Electoral Office and Valuation.

          

William Martin was a member of the Labour Party and M.P. for Raglan.

          

Henry Mason was a member of the Labour Party and was M.P. for Eden (1928) and Auckland Suburbs (1932).

          

Robert Masters was a member of the Liberal Party and M.P. for Stratford.

          

Alexander Monteith was a member of the Labour Party and M.P. for Wellington East.

          

Alfred Murdoch was an Independent M.P. who supported the Liberal Party (later the National Party) and then a member of the United Party (1928 onwards). He was M.P. for Marsden.

          

James Nash was a member of the Reform Party and M.P. for Palmerston. He was in Parliament throughout Hyde's tenure as a parliamentary reporter.

          

Apirana Ngata was a member of the Liberal Party and M.P. for Eastern Maori. He was in Parliament throughout Hyde's tenure as a parliamentary reporter. By 1932 he was Minister for Native Affairs, the Cook Islands, Native Trust, Government Life Insurance, State Fire Insurance, Public Service Superannuation, Friendly Societies, the National Provident Fund and was a member of the Executive Council representing the Native Race.

          

William Nosworthy was a member of the Reform Party and M.P. for Ashburton. In 1925 and 1928 he was Minister of Agriculture, Immigration, Tourist and Health Resorts, Legislative Departments. In 1925 he also served as Minister of Finance, Land and Income Tax, Public Trust, Stamp Duties, State Advances and Valuation. In 1928 he also served as Minister for Government Life and Accident Insurance, Public Service Superannuation and State Fire Insurance.

          

James O'Brien was a member of the Labour Party and M.P. for Westland.

          

Christopher James Parr was a member of the Reform Party and M.P. for Eden. In 1925 he was Minister of Education, Justice, and the Police and Prison Departments. He was also Postmaster-General, a role he still held in 1928. Hyde's recollections of Parr can be found in 

Journalese, pp. 34-35.

          

William Parry was a member of the Labour Party and M.P. for Auckland Central. He was in Parliament throughout Hyde's tenure as a parliamentary reporter.

          

William Poland was an Independent M.P. who supported the Liberal Party and was M.P. for Ohinemuri.

          

Maui Pomare was a member of the Reform Party and M.P. for Western Maori. In 1925 and 28 he was Minister for the Cook Islands and a member of the Executive Council representing the Native Race. In 1925 he was also Minister of Health, Hospitals and Charitable Aid and Mental Hospital. In 1928 he was also Minister for Advertising, Internal Affairs, and the Audit, High Commissioner's, Laboratory, Museum, Registrar-General's and Statistician's Departments. Hyde's recollections of Pomare can be found in 

Journalese, p. 37.

          

Ethelbert Ransom was a member of the Liberal Party (1925) and the United Party (1928 onwards). He was M.P. for Pahiatua throughout Hyde's tenure as a parliamentary reporter. In 1932 he was Minister for Lands, State Forests, Land for Settlements, Scenery Preservation, Discharged Soldiers Settlement and Valuation.

          

Robert Heaton Rhodes was a member of the Reform Party and M.P. for Ellesmere. In 1925 he was Minister of Defence, State Forests, War Pensions, Government Life and Accident Insurance, State Fire Insurance, National Provident Fund, Friendly Societies, and Public Service Superannuation.

          

Thomas Rhodes was a member of the Reform Party and M.P. for Thames.

          

Francis Rolleston was a member of the Reform Party and M.P. for Timaru. In 1928 he was Minister of Defence, Justice, the Police and Prison Departments, and War Pensions.

          

Albert Samuel was a member of the Reform Party. He was M.P. for Ohinemuri (1928) and Thames (1932).

          

Michael Joseph Savage, the future Prime Minister, was a member of the Labour Party and M.P. for Auckland West. He was in Parliament throughout Hyde's tenure as a parliamentary reporter.

          

Frederick Schramm was a member of the Labour Party and M.P. for Auckland East.

          

Robert Semple was a member of the Labour Party and M.P. for Wellington East. Hyde's recollections of Semple can be found in 

Journalese, p. 115.

          

Thomas Sidey was a member of the Liberal Party (later the National Party) and M.P. for Dunedin South.

          

Sydney Smith was an Independent M.P. who supported the Labour Party (1925) and then became a member of the United Party (1928 onwards). He was M.P. for Taranaki (1925) and then New Plymouth.

          

Charles Statham was an Independent and M.P. for Dunedin Central. He was Speaker of the House throughout Hyde's tenure as a parliamentary reporter.

          

Daniel ("Dan") Sullivan was a member of the Labour Party and M.P. for Avon. He was in Parliament throughout Hyde's tenure as a parliamentary reporter. 
John A. Lee believed that Hyde and Sullivan were lovers but there is no additional evidence to prove this allegation (National Library MS-Papers-4995-1). It is likely that Sullivan was the author of one of the "Peeps at Parliament" columns (probably the column for 14 August 1925). Hyde's recollections of Sullivan can be found in 

Journalese, pp. 116-17.

          

John Thomson was a member of the Liberal Party and M.P. for Wallace.

          

William Veitch was a member of the Liberal Party (later the National Party) in 1925, and then the United Party (1928 onwards). He was M.P. for Wanganui throughout Hyde's tenure as a parliamentary reporter.

          

Thomas Wilford was initially a member of the Liberal Party and the driving force behind the development of the new National Party, before becoming a United M.P. in 1928. He was the M.P. for Hutt. Hyde's recollections of Wilford can be found in 

Journalese, pp. 36-37.

          

George Witty was an Independent who supported the Liberal Party and was M.P. for Riccarton.

          

Robert Wright was a member of the Reform Party and M.P. for Wellington Suburbs. He was in Parliament throughout Hyde's tenure as a parliamentary reporter. In 1928 he was Minister of Education, Friendly Societies, National Provident Fund, Pensions, and the Printing and Stationery Departments.

          

James Young was a member of the Reform Party and M.P. for Hamilton. He was in Parliament throughout Hyde's tenure as a parliamentary reporter. In 1928 he was Minister of Health, Hospitals and Charitable Aid, and Mental Hospitals. In 1932 he was also Minister of Immigration and the Printing and Stationery Departments.
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