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WINTER SOUTHERN.(June, 1962)

Party: Ray Hoare (Leader), Helen Henderson, Phil Laird, Les
McLaughlan, and Terry Waghorn. 3

Friday evening saw the snow-covered Tararuas tinged pink at
sunset as five set out from the Institution on the hill. Train
and’ taxi took us to Otaki’ Forks and the struggzle up to Field's
was as near perfsct as such a climd could be, with a .full
moon and crisp stillness through which sounds of trains in
The distance below carried gently.

A% some unearthly hour we reached Pields which was lightly
drifted with snow. An ice-axe had_to/bc applied. to the

covering of ice on the water tank to make the water access—
able. No time was wasted in gaining the warmth of sleeping
bags and very soon only the famous Field's rats stirred.

In the morning Hughie greeted us hostilely - mist, wind,
and general dampness. Primi and Optimi provided a hasty
breakfast, cold clammy socks and boots were reluctantly
donned, and off we pushed through the mist to Kime, where
xkExe thick ice had to be chopped away to gain entry. Inside
a plastic bucket containing about a foot of water was frozen
solid.

A brief rest here to thaw slightly before the main
assault on the southern peaks. Hughie hurled it at us - snow,
ice, and wind all day. At no stage was visibility better
than fifty yards. Eventually Mount Alpha was reached and the
wind dropped as we sidled just below the peak on the northern
side. When we reached the bushline on Alpha, all was quist
and snow was falling gently, through the trees - Hughie had
done his worst!

At Alpha Les provided a dask of brandy which, added to
a hot cup of coffee, warmed us up more than the fireplace
choked with snow was likely to! A group of T.T.C. types had
arrived earlier from Kaitoke - called us mad when we arrived
and chipped off frozen parkas, stc.. Shortly after, two
young keen men arrived equipped with bows and arrows. Deer-
shooters they explained.... . I acted as chief-excess -
food-disposer-of for the T.T.C.s who ssemed to cook mors
rice and salmon than they could manage !

After a cool night, during which billies of water froze
inside, Phil and I got up very early (9 a.m!) to greet a
clear blue sky and brillianft sun (the sun always shines at
Alpha). We climbed to the iron peg marking tHé Summit of
Alpha and were rewarded with an incredible view, to the north
of endless snow-coversd ridges, and to the south of the
Wairarapa, Palliser Bay, Wellington Harbour, Kapiti Island
and, hazy in the distance, the seaward Kaikouras. On the way
down to the hut again for breakfast we met the dHRIEETe s
plus Les, on their way to Xime in the most perfect conditions
possible.




Tha rest of us left Alpha, after a long breakfast,
at about 1l a.m., singing selections from West Side Story
and other shows. The Marchant Ridge was long but vleasant
and evening saw us leave the Shelter Hut to return to the
big city, full of that warm feseling of tiredness mingled
with satisfaction.

T.J.W,
XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXEX ZXXX XXXX XXXX

A HELL TRIP. (After finals, 1962)

Party:Ning (Leader) and Nong.

(Names have besen changed to protect the guilty)

On Tth November, 1962, a fateful Wednesday, two
idiots undertook to reach the bash by a suitably un-
conventional route. An Oriwa-Pakihore-Southerm was
selected , and Ning and Nong caught the Limited. Being
convinced of the greed of taxi-drivers, and driver-bashing
not yet recognised, they footed it to some phne trees
by the pipe biridge and camped. This is where Ning broke
his new slasher demonstrsting it to Nong.

A% 5-30 next morming they set off, realizing time
was not going to be plentiful. In the half likht some
good angel put them on to the correct ridge, and off they
went. Breakfast was at the Palmer camp site, and lunch at
Waiopehu. Here it rained, and our heroic duo began to
have doubts. At 3 p.m. they left Waiopehu after a two-
hour spell and gained the peak. Oriwa ideas were re jected,
and a Dora-Northern-Mitre-Holdsworth-Totara Flats-A.D.
substituted by our heroes. Undauntecd by leatherwood they
pushed on to Twin Psak and, following the map in the
mist, disappeared down a spur.

5 Again at the trig, but this time using a compass, they
followed discs to a:saddle and lost them at dusk. Torches

Were brought into play and, ag Nong was keen an Te-.

matawal, the discs were relocated and followed upwards
through even worse bush. In fact Nong at one stage
vanished completely, screaming an unintelligable warning.
Ning's carbide lamp gave up the ghost and all oblivious
he walked over a bluff. Gazing dazcdly upward he saw the
moon, which wavered foebly and bleated, "How do I get out
of this tree?"

"How did you get in?"

"I fell in®

"Well, fall out again.®

After some difference of opinion after Nong had
climbed and f=llen out, Nong prevailed and off went our
heroes for Pe Matawai. They gave up after reaching snow-



grass, and dining on hot pineapple and whisky managed to
sleep through light rain. Thursday ~ 184 hours. b

& On Eriday morning they awoke $0-tHd ‘sight of & trig
twenty yards away, and a dirty great saddle with pukematawai
at the other end of it. They were back ‘at Twin Psak. Some
“Was indicated, so they got a pair of fast camels
d: %o Richard's Knob, thence to Te Matawai for
unch was had on Pukematawai, and as a consequence
g's dislike for moonlight rock-climbing, an early
stop was made at Tarn Ridge. Priday - 11 hours.

Saturday, the day of the bash, was ushered in by Ning's
alarm-eclock at-1-30 a.m.. The were“in business! At 3 a.m.
they headed by torchlight, nless, in a heavy frost, for
A.D., On Girdlestone at 5.a.m., while admiring sunrise,

N coverad the total loss of his broksn slasher, At

10: aim. some shooters were inelineéd to disbelieve they had
come from Tarn Ridge. Lunch at MeGregar, then Powell 5t 1 P.M.
Our.heross were sfarting to flake, but had a two-~hour sleep,
then headed for Totara Flats. Here, at 5-30, they acknowledged
defeat, by falling aslecp on arrival, Ning felt hungry, but
fell into the rire (through sleep) trying to get stew.
Saturday '~ 16 hours. 3 4

On Sunday -they headed for 4.D., meéting the bash
nants at 2-30, and gaining .the Shelter at 5-30 - 9 hours.

< This marsthon averaged 13% hours per day.

W.R.S.

Since our Chief Guides recent decision to major in
Tramping there :has been much discussidon among Club members
on the part Tra; g should play in the life of the average
University Studs We are -all looking forward eagerly to
the near future wheh it is hoped that Victoria will follow
the lead of Washington Univeriitv.in providing a course. in
mountai ring and bush-craftl, : 5 ALl

Lour man in Vancouver - psrsonal comﬁuﬁigation.




w1 tilela Crussin . . B .
april (¢) Iy62
kel.chlun, Geoff Hdorris, Mike Heensn

wome Wookend in April 1962 taree of the Club's stul-
werts attespted: und aCCuuplished o successtul Northern
Crussing,,

Trunsport wus Uy kicldre to Levin wnd taxi
to uneu wridee, vhau But we, Te.ched in 5uld tiwe, The
party; hud gust sut to slocy when thore w.g < terrivle
tnt.oning wnd Crisnlu, thruucn the oush aod the door
wurst opea o Ldwit 39 Liruraas; leep wis' o leng ti
couwin, i .

“venged thewselves oy ri
Aol tripeing overiprostr te Uodi
on whe™whi, to wne door, cafiersurdigris
il e dusd otk wlxture of Ticé, wllk powder, dri wpri-
cuts andiwdter cur threc heros st WEf ot 7,50 o,

Lne rirst five wlldtes were very hoazordous uwing tou
the recudvent rirara. strogcied Tuss the traca at
évery turn, Thnis hizord pessed, south Oh.u Hut Was rescn-
ed in little Lver-.n hour, By ncw oiy black clouds
were rolling’ vver Irui tae norbth vest, after 5 1o
rest tine party coatinued “oup Yostes trick thro gn the
vush to To bintawedl Hut Tor < eurly lunch, Qutside Huih-
ey wede his preseace kiown with . cold clL diuay wind
«n’uusence of Lichy,

The journe, cvntinued with the long eliuw up Puke-
wat.wal, Seon after puassing. the bushline, uist ve.,.n
tu eluse in., nucn later, on re «Chlag -the tup' of Punew.ta-
Wal,. visivility wes aveut Lo Teet, ohortly atrter Huehey
n.a his 1irsyg victory waen cur nerves were descendin.,
Iroi the Lep of ATGte 1nto pors Vulley, -an exnzystin.
cliuiG wad sidle wvt tne purty onto.the track “d.iin, A
7 lunch on LonCorsteP—wam—cut Saurt oy o sudden out-
“haltne purty truversed the y ~ichine
rinnucles, ¢ let louose witn rain, wind, ong Hudl, -sut
despite nis last .adnute efforts, tne party recched the
Walin haven of Perr; meworisl hut on Tarn Ridge,

During cthe ni_nt wuy hey went really beserk iad put
all he huad iate destruying the hut znd -its three ~ccu-
punts. A1l nignt wing shrieked  ariund the nat and ruin
and hedl- drudded wercilessly cn the walle, .

Hewever. nughey exnasted hiaself to nmo vail nd
next Eorning ‘Glwned 5t11l .nd cle.r.. The route was roand
tu Girdlestone then Teund to. witre via Sruckett,

frow Girdlestone luwpressive vicws to the north and
WeSl were guined - Huspena, deoruchoe uid s ont velng

'Taces. Ul wist in vie valley

Visivle, !
soutn sy cust were the re.

story
St ter o SHUrL stuy v the t

wnd clouus tu the
“Lis Of the previous ni 1t s

of kitre the p Tty
bors oIf down tihe nill Lo itre placs Hut, luached, .nd

te

*



waGe sn0rt wora o the ta

cnwat to tue pines(2
aours), Erou thére ' lin, walk ti wASTETrtun wogan,
relicved ut tue sleventa nour oy 1if¢ winich .ut
“ur heros to the stotion 2 winutes vefoure tae roil-
car lert,

Mo F o Ho,

Zlaghuator Spiun hup

Do cimver:, 1962

WItL FLoser Wells(nouder ), Li1l
Locaviood; don Do Lisle, wichnesl H
“ancenersun,

‘nevn, Roeger

PURS GENITPS /
Frlidy Bl il Waw 2110, wut” ulacn wnd woonless us we
SOCL wp Lue Uik, orping to wveld stray Hut® v 1leys,
In the s.uieh 1suletiohist oo we weddsd, dowa on the duank
Torest floor,  Just pust OHiu hub,  sS111 aod: #r. Ser

grectod ooteut fly Lav' T.iled to entice 2lyolls bty sn.re
1t witi Cava,

Hext wiruing we weldt Up tue slucar.ter or Dasu-iti
winica sventu,lly sce . Verti NATroW chasi,
Huwever ic LA,J.lxu. o lu_Ad us ol Cu the ridgeoand e Lpont

1eW fedars £1ling tareu a, ver, crawling
Unuer, wnd cursing le.therwoed., St J radn added to
tae ener.l joyous fseli. . Luach adout 2,30 va Twri
wS ve wdmired Uriw b Testored ovar
Supud ToU- 1ute to w0 down to ti
o (Tnus in-zajur.ting
Peflu peal the we.bthor cle.r
sunay. nvllo. oy tos t.rn} exée
proierred tne lencly vicw,

q.onau - ol trip,) On Waio
wad the purty lized in o
Tox sivIube types wnu

ol Cluwse levaiag, wver t
LUULACT LLTLTULS it hlp 1u.
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[ towle wita o g
|

Lo wUsn, prov
WoNt ol tie s

SA Vey Clinlor=
4 da signt, [he porty aow
diviusy incu the le\,l‘/’ weloliudaca tu woane o late aignt
Vigll and JrWapy BoCUuwsnes —asver the t in shill
Sunduay we lwt Tiacmadn tracs gust p the nut
fullowed allaer stoep TuChy lictls cotursct waich rourced
as iatu .ong weira Is oldoscent, «ad caus AT
twi sed TAve @ pull ITuw
woolUl 26 LGGT ubuv 4ovatb inte
dovin' iter
L Ul . trac
Spivakep.  Howsver it
tede 10 osua oo Lo et
vi ol 118 ¢ LPursE
Powlius eveniug we wéle cron L, o Tasey nille
walen iou, welXdly, oo dilaw Ltabioa il i tu o

bed wnkde Lnd
fnis
the MancXotu river wnicn we
Grying, oui.ond, vating, - To odr .
déadin ug
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420 Sug

FLeld! o kinpt o

w,0,m,



THE TRAMPERS' BALL,

Milling masses in the ball-room
‘Seething, weaving round the floor;
Writhing, jiving, rocking, twisting
'Ti11 sweat flows free from every pore.

Duffers-dance with clumsy footsteps,
Kicking, ‘scuffing partners toes.
Through f

ouite regar

d

lesg, frisnds and foes.

Others glide past slow and
Relaxed and easy, having fu
Close together, held so lightly,
Cheek to chesk they move as one.

ately,

The floor is clear and lined with.faces
As dusky maiden wri
And as she strips w
Panting males stare glass

th graceful move
y-gyad.

Pools of bezsr upon the tables
Slowly dripping to the floor:
Cigarcite butts, empty bottles,
Half-filled jugs of grog galors.

.~ Laughing couples gaily chatting

faulty steering, bumping, shoving,

While flash-bulbs Rimsk pop and shutters click.

Others, fearing for their neuronsjy
Pet ‘with Smirnoff-loaded chicks.
50 at last the Ball is over,

Grog is cut and feet are sore.
Wending homeward in the moonlight;
Stop it! Stop it! Say no more!

L X.B.P.

When will they produce Log-Log graph-paper shirts?

tailored to appeal to a practical physicist

3

instcad of

pure mathematicians, Who prefer 10 llﬂug to the inch,

linear graph=-paper?



Bill.

tephonson, Peter Burry, Kerry Stevens,

Iii @ rather casudl way, . hortly irter v.atem
climbing tripinte the inlind Kiikoaras, We guve L
4t puur Old Pete Syuires (wur foarth member) recoived
@ letvter expleiaing where to ve ova the Frid.y. He went trampi
weehen( sl Irivid in 3louheia om Mord '

taken the Arawonna va’it's stirst vusia s The rollowing
Gay we oludsed . riuwe on the wlil trucs whicn rans ivice weekly
up thne Awutere villey. Our cilw wis to troup up the Hodoer river
(e tributary) wnw su guin wccess to the chres nighest peuks
ol The urce, Mbs, Tup dwcnusu, hlerw, mitre, Tness peuks .re
well cuversl wivh saouw ia winter oo tU abuive bthea cruly alp-
ine, zltnough they are just sl.g he ig sumwer, They z21so
huVe @ Tepatubiua Tor cuvla uaw territic ur, Irusts, The zir
wi 10y very cleor su clewr thwb 1t is pussible to resu & book d
by wovnlight,

we srrived ¢t tne. woouer oridge wid .fter ncon, the sun
shining 4s tne rean.nts of southerly storm uisuppezred,
Our vuwy teugeratures soon Jropgeu on entering the sunless
HOUTLES ol 48 We Cruussed .nid recrossed a ver j cold utream.

The uigat wus spenc on o flat oetween the upper and lower
sorses, Tise was wasted the next morning in thowis
uver 4 prisus since purts refrvze when tanen Iroa above the
tlose, Bill's cuwsr. wWa. alwso frozen, Nevertheless we cunt-
ninued , pus.ing velow dcicles dungling 1¥ou rucks ind glitt-
ering in-the eurly mornia. .un; cligved over tne' hulf irozen
4uu b, waterfall, siuled anobael puree wod Cc.uped dnier the
ridge leawing LO vur 1irst uogsctive wb, Tapa.isuaku,

kext worning we stoppou vulsblue tine tent ot 6,00 veloure
LUNTiog, stopped vula 1a tu well for sudrise, . Luter huwever
we climbed Zonwirus ond upweras® .uduenly oursting intou the
sun 0N Ttop vl Ttae sSluwllt ridee, In . tne. cleaur Ltwosphere the
sew luvkeuw 80 cluse thut ovie coulu wlwost wlve into it, How
we pitied thouse pouple wuca in Wellington sitting under the
n.ze and saug (eeraaly wssociated witn cities, ¥row here the
tup was rezched in no tise ot all}; wnu was not difficuls
except Tur o0It onuv 2liding off wnen we were siuling the
Piauucle, In « keen wiand we diu not stuy long va top, zltho
the view. were jloerious, ovut shot off duwn the uvther side,
We hoed intendeu to cliwo Alorw .lso sut soft Kneclsocp snow
sluwed us down coield saodi3rg

At tnis point ; uafolcunctely herry w.naged-to oredik .is
~x& wid Teretrully went cuc unu homg, ostensioly to work
the ¢rest sauw vasln velow dMitre .t the
heud of the valley, usxt morning we wecided to bicsie .a
sopbing, lusa ing ridge rotner thuan vuarge strodignt up
the long couloir runaing, ior 23--LAMSwiu—iesiup the waiddle
(ta.t would wo Ior . gliss..cu wown,) This juwense owsin
would ve w sxler's parilise ir one cuulu lug ssis in,




Lne riuce pruved intercsoing ecugoy.wle Cliuwiil, wat w.
siow, dence on rescnin, thae low pean, L.Ca us tiwe, appro-
caing Toul Ty o »lrvag vitterly oolu winu , turued
Ui wuCs, e ©rip w.Cs T Gle Gy Wb al alisnted oy w
SCUYY ¥Tum Fobe o, walin 1 avurs,
© Witu fuud rannian.isnert r.an wetbin, cur tenc
wash e AeXT wornin, dowa tac Huowler tu vewt tas
Werv Lucsy esaodiin bu gdlea . ldit Ior the Tifey o
inte slesdne .
macin tu oour i

Cils

5t the next i ve.utifully

o wo Klcasd ow lves 'un Py ITom tie pline on
Tae Wiy [olié, g el «rlude irua -wot,
2 o]

Tyl Steve held (Lo wuer), Ho_ Locavwoud, suire.r
HlonTel M.Cphierion, Lew, welivy, wurr.y sckenzie,
Heewan, Foil Lidrd, ”

Altueugn tnis trip wa. vdsy A6 Was . VEYy goud grepar tion
Lor . wearing buiru eera.  We wulsew Teund L.e kotuiti at
Ai 0t 1a 25 avurs LItel o long vraig frow liinctun. Thne
NeXV iy tae weatnel cleilua e wo Pushed ap the Tr.vers to
Jona Tukt Hut. Ine _cing wes throush izt
with wt, Provers lovidn. ug
& Jdumpew pocks ot Hiuwo Ure
lewwing bu Cupul. .nd Iz VEIS, . ¥Tum here we climbed stesp
SauW Up She siue of Provers, Cupols wus wognificent with

ist swirling iound ner _} steain. ne.d, e, Mike .nd I
Clluvew Cu Tae enu vl Lhe noirow SWunlt, s.w tiue Upper It .vers
aut,vur destin.tivn sume
Tio Upul Tlioge ol suuy

; Suiie Seech wush

dny wy rose

25090 Yoot sir.dsac welow, LV,
te thne e.st, 5 CLAUGLYY bne
Saw@ TLABE Ty VUI' pLCKS’ Lul fucrisd oft to Jgper Iruvers

Lale Lut, L6 owoub 4,000 Test is sarrvuaued wy 7,000 tt,
fue!.tgcu Ol Pravers wos po.r ticulurly iipressivs in
5.0W Wi wore su luater waen tae woun llaadinuted it,
The QeXT 4.y w.s Our Iinest .au. we weat - Uver 65000 ft,
bubs Ly, S08 Suvine. . Wg stupped-asiut two Aburs on the
saowline in . wali nd shelteiea Sp0T wita ME, Kriaslyn Just
wBe Tie Wy, theawov VIL dousa througn e -8y wush to
e trick, lewding Gver o pectuculir ,orie toe the 3abine
FOrks Hul,  fae aext duy we. 5v we cuncellod
Prospective trip u tae L h vl o Lioke
Rotorua.: The trip w.s tedious: in the .Lush .nd
iluts were Lurger tn in tne Ir.ve iUt on the
sivles ol tae Lone w “o Lo airatcn, pleat; ol firewoud,
SEYIN_o wib w S0rss. 658,  Hext Uioy W Wlso rotaer Gountfal
BY MAIToy e Rogel weat round the 1 e YU BWwewunr thie L o.unch
wiile tae utaers rinismed orf “ae Loud, .
Four ol us vlacges wowa tie Westo Cu st
5Tyl il the otaeTs returned turcu_a

Lo Arthur'sy ss in roy .l
slenhtedun-ia-shailur way ,
3. J. h,



A MATHuMATICAL THEORY OF SCATTLRING OTP
L ATHERWOUD.

L.A. McLachlan.

(ror the esuteric)

Senior Lecturer; Institute For The Study of
Advanced Tramping, University of Litish
Columbia.,
The Sohrodlgg claeg uquatlon of a Tramper 1u
| ~2—v o otigh ~ 1K(f)2+ Vir+ xm)‘\( = Bus

m energy lost due to bushlawyer, mud, etc.
itbon vector of Tramper.
a) = periodic potential due to leatherwood.
n is an integer.
a2 = spacing of leatherwood.

)g ravitational energy.

A (x) = eiﬁﬁmy na)

Where U(r +na) is a function pariodic in a.
et A =X

B2 W pyadx = Bor 24 cos(ka)

if only intcraction between nearest neighbour leatherwoods
is considered

Graup velocity = v :; g - 2a;5inka;
- VB ;

Thus as the Tramper's wave number, k, inc
first increases his group velocity, but further increase
in k causes his vcloclty to decrease. At a certain critical
value k=2m/a he is stopped, and on further incraasing k
he is actuwTLv flung over backwards; i.e. undergoes Bragg
reflection from the leatharwood latticw. This Bas Ybeen
cxperimentally verified in the case of bracken®. As k is
further increased the Tramper's raverse velocity decreases,
then ceases, then he starts forward again, only to be
once more reflected ofi the leatherwood. A morg detailed
theory of these oscillations is given by Zener Super-~
imposed on these oscillations are random scatterings off
impurities, manuka, bush lawyer, other Trampers, etc.,
giving an entirely complex trajectory.

The Author has attemptcd an experimantal verification
of these equations on Bull Mound, but the experimental
accuracy was poor due to the nl st. Howaver, the bloody

Wi



things were 1mpvautrﬂolv. At Tirst. sight the resonance
coniltlon % % ble to satisfy sin
X = p/Bi-10 Oy sver, Heisenberg's uncertainty
principle give Aot e o 8ex. Now it dis
impossible to Hetermlnc a. Tre r's position ‘to.better
than one leathérwood tree, simes any at pt to look into a
1éatherwood disturbs it, wqd' nce nltc ¢ position of

" the entangled Tramper. Thus 2x ~ a. A~ a, and:the
resonance condition is readily S"tl"fl d, More experimental
details will be found in the literature L32,3.

The Author would like to acknowledge the assistance-of
the . V.U.W.T.C. in-many. of the:preliminary: e riments &and
in their unfailing ability to find the only patch of -leather-
wood for twenty miles. He would also like to thank Miss L.
Redmond for many. stimulating discussions, Finally he would
like to thank Mri W.R. (Bill: the:Bastard) Stephenson for
being 7000 miles.away while this paper #was being written.
AGT: This papér shows™ that it is impossible to go
o Leatheorwood at all excypt vanishingly small
velocities.

References:

1.: P. Bloch, 4. Physik.; 52, 555, (1929)
2. P.J. Barry, Whakatiki, personal commuiiication Wov. 1961.
3.. 0. Zenen, Proc. Roy. Soc., Al45, 523, (1934).
4. Hsels, published by V.U.W 6. at irregular intervals.
5. Tararua Tramper, published by T.7.C. (clementary treatment).
6. N.Z. Alpine Jouraal, carries the ﬂrgunent to higher
. levels.
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An Account.of Christmeas Wanderings '

During the 2nd week of this yéar Geoff Norris, Steve Reid and

I (Peter Barry) spec soutnhwards through Central Otago.(for the
"fruit") past Lake Wakatipu to arrive at the K.Z.A.C. Hut at
Homer, just 12 miles short of Milford, ion 'the 1lth of January.
Geoff and Steve had just spent 2 weeks tramping in the Spensers.
Our journey south in Geoff's venerable 6ld Wolseley was heral-
ded by a cold southerly depositing snow on the hills just above
us. However we arrived at Homer to enjoy a week's absolutely
glorious fine weather.(For once it didn't rain in New Zealand's
wettest clime.) We intended to do some climbing and tramping

in the Darran Mountains which are immediately to the north and
east of liilford Sound. The area (including the Hollyford). is
noted for its steepness, glaciation, and extremely good rock

for climbing on (firm, hard, rough diorite). The things that.
impress one are the fantastic bluffs and the steep, inaccessible-
looking peaks. The grandeur of the place is certainly not subtle.

The next morning -we walked the 11 miles to the Tutoko River
(as Geoff's car's lights wouldn't go when we were in the Homer
Tunnel,)The tourists were in no way helpful: - only "the sights
I see when I haven't got a cameral™ The trip up the Tutoko
valley in the cool of the late afterncon was very pleasant indeed.
It is a botanist's paradise, &s the deer hdvé not yet infiltrated.
However the climb up the steep slopes to Turner's Bivvy rock in
the heat of the following day was anything but pleasant. But
to watch the sun set over the Tasman sea behind lit. Grave and
to admire the mighty lit. Tutoko, the "Monarch of Fiordland®,
towering above was indeed compensation.

The following morning we left, unashamedly, at 11.00 for
Mt. Madeline, the summit of which was reached at 4.00 p.m. after
an enjoyable climb. We ate lunch while admiring the jumble of
peaks visible in almost all directions, from Aspiring to Mitre
Peak, with Tutoko dominating the view to the north.

it, Syme, a lesser peak, was climbed the next day and another
lazy day was spent admiring the view. Thig Time it was the al-
most unvisited Lake Turner and its outlet of a 1200ft waterfall.

Time, food, and energy now running short we took off-for
the main Tutoko valley, spending an hour crossing the high
glacial stream, Leader '"Creek". From here we shot back to Homer,
making a 2-mile detour to Milford for a beer.

By this time the rest of the arty had arrived early on the
morning of the 17th (2a.m. in fact). Janice de Lisle, Linda
Redmond, Ann Walls and Fraser Walls (poor fella) had arrived
after an eventful trip in Fraser's even more venerable Dodge.

The seven of us spent a few days climbing (to get fit) and then
toddled off for 3 week's tramping in the Olivine area.

Among the preliminaries we climbed Talbot and Macpherson
(a traverse), two impressive though easy peaks in the upper
Hollyford. Two days later we took full packs up on to a sub-
sidiary peak, Barrier Knob, from which five of us climbed Barrier
and Marian while Linda and Fraser went off down the Gifford
Crack ;o the head of Lake Adelaide. (This is tramping of a high
order.




The balance of the party returned and set o8f to follow,
but due to the lateness of the hour end the rising wet-—
ness of the air we were forced to spend "the most mis-
erable night I have ever spent' on an exposed ledge above
the lake with no tent. Two inches of snow fell about us
making the Gifford Crack impossible to descend. Hence we
painfully dragged ourselves over Barrier Lnob and so back
to Homer, Fraser and Llnd“ had spent the night in a comfor-
table bivvy rock. (Isn't it amazing how people always get
waylaid in pairs?) They arrived back via Moraine Creek and
the iiollyford road that evening and the now reunited party
celebrated with a bottle of cherry wine. The snow had put
the peaks out of condition so the next two days were spent
packing, sorting food and washin: (for girls). So it was on
the 2Srd of Janvary that we left for tue Olivines under a
glowering black sky; weather which was to stay with us for
most of the time.

ind so farewell to one of the finest climbing areas

W Zealand. i s
5 B

Olivines_ (28rd Jan. - 8th Feb.)

Party: Fraser Walls, Peter Barry, Steve Reid, Geoff Norris
Ann Walls, Janice de Lisle, Linda Redmond.

On the evening of Januvary 20ré we staggered off down
the Hollyford track towards Hidden Falls hut. After 3 hourd'
tramping we were blundering about in the dark with 1little
idea of how far we had to go, so we gave in and pitched
camp in the rain beside the river, Bp morning it was pouring
and the water was rising fast ( the fire had to be shifted
during the cooking of breakfast ) so we made for the hut and
sat there recovering from our long day's tramping (% hour)
and hoping that the river would fall by the next day. The
weather turned fine and the party camped beside Pyke hut,
leaving edrly next morning (except for Steve and Geoff, who
were still in bed) to go round Lake Alabaster and up the
Pyke. The rear end of the party caught up at mid-day at
Alabaster hut, snd we plodded on up through the bastard-
grass to the Clivine river. At this point the ideal route
is neither obvious ror wn to us; suffice it to say that
Moir does not tion an extensive ané hazardous swamp full
of bush-lawyer and ccrub, andé occupying most of the area
between the Olivine and the Diorite. pressed on into
this until it got about waist-deep, then retreated to the
Olivine. Our route to the Diorite next day was through
slightly drier bush right up against the hillside. |

The track up the Diorite climbs up a very steep spur
on the true left bank, and calls for advanced vegetable-
climbing technique., We camped (again in rain) in the most
salubrious Diorite flats, and next morning crossed Four
Brothers Pass to the Forgotten. The party sat here for four
days, looking at the Forgotten icefall of the Olivine Ice
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1 our f fth day in the Lorgotten th
moved tc the upper bivvy rock near the plateau. In the afternoon

d Destiny f nad a megnificent view of the Joe

% rivers,and Aspiring. after a successful episode of bivvy—
miing we returned to the plateau and ate a leisurely lunch in

the sun while admiring views of Tutoko, hedeline and Aspiring.

Alter lunch we climbed Noah's liistake apd glissaded down,then returncd
Olivine Ice Plateau is a vast expanse of snow

about three miles by one and a half, surrounded by peaks - Blockade,
Climax, Intervention, Destiny, Ark, Little Ark, Gable, Tower, -
Paschendacle a others.

“he next day the party split uvp and Steve and Geoff set off to
cross the plateat. The other five of us went down the Forgotten to
Livine Flats, and later spent a day pushing up the Olivine
g dna“ traiis to the upper flats. We were entertained by a duck
instead of quacking and spent a whole evening flying
and joy-riding down. We crossed Cow Saddle into Hidden Falls
which is full of small bivvy rocks, and then climbed to
on. the pass we sidled round steep snowgrass slopes to
101l lakelets and then to Lake Nerine., A minute after
was shrouded in mist. A biscuit-eating contest
nner uncertain) and the perty set off to sidle in mist,
snowgrass to kouteburn rth Col. + . . . ®Some hours
1at had appeared the day before to be North Col,
ed with a totally unknown stream some hundreds of
. “hose who had not been to kouteburn North Col were most
to believe those who had. As.it was late we descended and
"if tnis isn't the north Routeburn, then where the
Peter and Traser went off to see whether we could get
down va]lcy ant. the cooks caught a fawn v let it co, to the
disgust of the others. At the end of the hanging valley in which we
were lay a very large vallcy (fiollyford? Dart?) and in the morning
we climbed out of the flats and sidled round and down into the large
valley. had cherished fears that we might have been im High Falls
Creek, but fortunately our suspicions were groundless . Our route
was steep, but the way out from High 11ls would have been much worse,
We eventvally found ourselves in Swamp creek (and in another swamp)
and made our way to-the Hollyford and back up the track to the Dodge
at the rosd-end.

The trip was most enjoyzble, althouzh very different from that
orizinally pianmed ( over the Ice Flateau, cown the Joe, up the
Arawata, over Arvawata Saddle to the hatukituki, over Cascade Saddle
to the Dart, and through the kouteburn to the Hollyford). Many curses
upon the heac of the unspeakable Hughey.

weather cleared and we

LoioRo
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ling deer track, a bluff :ind sn icefall disappesring into the
mist. We put Moir 2y hurriedly and went back to a rubble covered
serics of lodges leading to some frozen snow and moraine, which
to my surprise did not lead to more bluffs but to gentle tussock
slopes above Poss Burn. The going was easy, the tussock 3 not
covered with morzine, the bush was ppen, and the sun was shining
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MATUKITUKI-DART-ROUTEBURN (X-mas, 1962)

‘I th@ usual_chimbles of prepqration, we were'

aomcwha+ alqrmlng for the thres

for the other two. We staggered
yjrus in overcaste and windy weather, and
behind a2 rock next to the river. Next day
p up {0 Cascade Hut over green river
“Hﬂy through' alarming herds of

smally cosy, and cheap in contrast to
saw later..The next day (lMonday) we
Shotover Sadile for the view. The hot,

; ‘swareness of our unfitness, but this

by the magnificent:views of the green

kituki surrounded by glacier—

other side ot the.-saddle we saw the

¥, . brown, narrow Shotover. Our

saddle were cut short by a sudden

cold and windy conditions. It

 Wwhich was very painful, and progress

5 snownrﬂss was very slow despite frequent

s. We cleéarly saw. the wisdom of tqklng

yyi3 -on. the llﬂust dqy

grassy fla
ravags (X!

ok four dqys food up the Valley to Pearl
cot=-fit exemfise. < ! most
the beautiful clear weather (particularly
ide down between the le gs).

our packs at Pearl Flat our relentless leader
i towards the head of the Matukituki, where we
& evéning sun, beneath the towering walls of ‘a
Back at. Peatrl Flat we lay out in our

in the long-darkened valley watching the last
un on Aspiring while Nick shot us liver for
steak for tea. &

Lh‘ fifth 'day out.: Fine and clear. Thesun
rly late, so we made a’ ten o'clock
ge . The track was very stcep but. we

1y good going (without packs) reaching

aid not ru’@h
start on Fw

found it
the Scrub. wo hourg. Magnificent views of Mount *
Avalwnch?, v“'] Tindall, Cascade-Saddle, Aspiring,

C?:"W: Gorge from various points.

“day we:wandered back to Cascade Hut where
2 dog. 4 deser culler was in our hut! We
cwo”ﬂge, peas, and tomatoes with our

we were g
feasted on i
venison.
Ray leapt out of bed to examine the prospects
of Czscade Saddle that day. We joyfully persuaded
ham that ¢t was. oo wet, and had 2 glorious rest-day




—_—

eating and reading. This was our only rest day - enforced -
we were promised three. The rain came down, the river came
up, our packs wers ‘getting lighter! Peter Childs passed
through to Aspiring that evening promising to come back
next ‘day and lead us over to the Culler's route to Dart
Hut.

At 5 a.m. Saturday it was raining so we were
out at seven by Peter and were half way up Cascade
(our bigegest hurdle) in cool, misty weather, before we
realised it. Lunch at the top fecling mighty ple d with
ourselves. Matukituki, ing, bottomless drops,water-
falls, bush lost in th iven the moraine humps
unreal and the Dart Glacier co g and going with the
clouds. The Brocken Spectre waved mockingly beneath us.
Shiny parkas, moraine underfoot; a mineral world, the
hours tangible ahead of us.

Dart Hut was full of large, enthusiastic, and
dangzrous desr-shooters. To avoid being shot we left early
on our long wet trip down-river through drivyping bush and
soaking -grass to Dredge Hut. A half rest ds s declared
after these two hard days, the men-folk going in search of
a view, while the women concocted a2 magnificent meal
which transferred the excess supplies from backs to
stomachs. The notorious sndflies ware in abeyance until
half an hour before leaving.

We left late afternoon, crossing the river by Sandy
Bluff, making our way down the "wrong" side to a mile
above Chinaman's Bluff where we slept out. A bush robin
that had joined us above Cattle Flat turnsed up again and
was still with us at Cascade Creek.

A long day through decr~tracked bush and open flats,
road, tourist tracks then more grassy ¥xzekz flats took
us. to fouteburn Huts. Their raspberries were much
appraciated.

Heavy rain during the night forecast a rest day, but
it cleardd by ten and we had a pleasant sunny trip over
Harris Sdddle, and round to the new hut 2t Lake McKenzie.

Beautiful Lake McKenzie, the Hollyford Valley,
Barland Falls, Lake Howden, contrasted with the bleakncss
of the Dart, made our return to civilisationh unwelcomwes
4 return to the Hollyford is considered essential.

Party: Ray Hoare (Leader), Phil. Laird, Nick Bullock,
Vivien Jamieson, and Helen Henderson.

H.H. and R.H.
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Renata - Winchcombe-Neill

cnd of Tast.

Party: Prascr Walls, Peter Barry, Mike Heenan, Janice de Lisle,
Ann Walls, Linda Redmond.

< The Prances Creck route, an alternative to the bulldozed
track up the laymorn Ridge, has confused numerous peconle. Once one
hits the track on the ridge, it is vzry e to mistake ons's
direction. At least once two partics hav t fac2 to face on this
track, 1nd each has wondersd what the other was doing coming out
on 7 Friday night. We too had our suspicions, confirm:d by compass,
so we turned t2il and duly arrived -t Renata.

In the morning we proc ed via Renata A and Renata G to Ilder,
where we had lunch. The 41y was hot nd clear (in other words, I
didn't cnjoy going up Aston) bdbut I it in the end, and we turned
1:ft over the Beehives to Hactor. ) were isolated patche B
snow, which had fallecn on Boxing y, so we made ice-creanm
mist poured over the Dre Gircle from thée Tauwharenikau,
clouds camc over, but the night cloared and the Winchcombe
ridge reappearcd as o serics of islets rising from the mist.

Next day was fine and we set off along the ridge. Tarns wers
few and far between, 2nd mostly very dirty, so w2 drained our
water bottle on Neill during the camera-stop aad decided to drop
into the Tauwharenikau from the saddle past Neill for ~ swim ~nd
2 long drink. This saddle is drained by A creck not nam:zd on the
map, but which provides good going. lunched at the junction of
the river and the crssk which we had bzen travelling, then h:aded
down river to Cones. This took longer than we had expected. In dry
weather this stretch of the river is ¢cnasily ncgotiable withoub
swimming. Mike left us at Conc; he planncd to go to Totara Flats
for the night and come out via Bannistzr hut.

The remainder of the party continusd down the river -ad out
ov er the Puffer, rsaching the shelter-hut just as it was growing
dark. It had b:izn a very satisfying wesk-snd trip.

Post-scrint: A wesk later, as I was crossing Bumny Streast,
1 man stopr and asked, "Didn't I meet you on Mt. Hector last
weok It happenc? to be true, but I suggest that it might be
worth trying in any cnsa.

.A Pleasant Parlour Game

or, 'k Game for Two with a Differsnce.

The game of Moriarty has becoms almost 1 tradition of our
race; it seoms 2pproprinte that we should mention its general
principles. The two knights nre cach blindfolded and provided
with a %notted towel or similar weapon. ach must ksep one slbow
always in contact with t ground. Onc calls, "Are you the
Moriarty?® and the othor st reply. Denial is generally ag a
to be uscless. The first aysr then takes careful aim and
attempts to dislodge his ovponant hzad with his weapon. It is
then the turn of the szcond player. Only dircet hits to ths ho-ad
are scored. Players are rcequi to refrain from striking the
spectators.




liervhera Crussing March 1963

Peter Barry(leader), Roger Lockwood, Warren Thorburn,
ird, Ann Walls, Linda Redmond.

This trio was originally planned to be a Holdsworth-

Mitre. Then it was going to be a Bannister Crossing. If you

want to know about either of those trips, then don't read this.

We spent the first night at Ohau hut, in company with ten
Tararuas and six C.T.C.'s. The latter were also intending to do
the Bannister Crossing. The journey in from the Pip. Bridge had
been distinguished by one curious exchange: .

"Is your foot still dry?"

"Which foot?"

"The one in the plastic bag."

A1l three parties left Ohau at about 7.30 a.m. and headed
up the river for South Ohau and Yeates track. At Te Matawai at:
10.30 we had our first lunch, then started the long grind up
Pukematawai. Half-way up we were alarmed to see that one of the
varty had stopped at the side of the track and was beginning to
unpack, Fortunntely the "piker" was suffering only from hunger
nangs, and went like a bomb after refuelling. However Pukemataws
and Arete were in mist, and we abandoned the Bannister Crossing
in favour of the more familiar Northern route. So we had our
number two lunch on Arete bench.

Profiting from previous experience, we turned left auto-
matically at the paddy-field 2nd made for Waiohine Pinnacles ané
Tarn Ridge hut. There were four deerstalkers in residence on a
working party, and when they heard that there were twenty-two
trampers coming, they started making noises about what a nice
place Arete Forks hut was. None of us was enthusiastic. We pre-
ferred to contest the hut-cramming title at Tarn Ridge, and
managed to fit twenty in. Outside was a cold wet mist.

Sceptics gaped incrsdulously as our leader calmly extrac-
ted one of his feet from a plastic bag.

Another 7.30 start on Sunday. Girdlestone is particularly
unplensant to climb in the mist - there are so many more false
summits. From Brockett we started down Table Ridge, stopped,
conferred, and got out a compass. A couple of minutes later we
were back on the track, then over Mitre and down into the bush
we went, to Witre Flats for lunch. The T.T.C.party,-who had
made some kind of detour en route, arrived fairly soon afterward

Iverybody pottered out from Mitre Flats slowly, and we
actually had to wait over an hour for the truck.

Nots: Tarn Ridge hut has n painted with seakrome (orange
and shows up very well through mist. Dorset Ridege hut has been
painted with zinc chromate (yellow). Also the Dorset Ridge
turnoff on Girdlestone has beecn signposted.

L.M.R.
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A RICH AND STRANGE CHRISTMAS TRIP; or AN ACCOQUNT OF THEB
V.U, W, MORATINE CRUSHING LXPLDIRION, Jan, 1963,

The initial difficulty was meking up our minds to go Some~
where; once it had b sed, we hed then to plan a trip which
“would encompass the rullng passions of ths party (these being
Jonny te ond vp in the raspberry ficlds of ronitage.

heng p out; of Canterbury: river-beds. Hichacl: to beo
d. by a:concsaled schrund. Ray: positive action. large
. Our trip was from
rxther obscure routes as b

3
the Rangitata to the Hermitage, by
itted trampers in climbing country.

We wont from Ashburton to Mescpotamia by taxi: the driver
disconccrtod desciples at the shrine of Samuel Butler by his
roforc to "Hessy'. ngitata was Bigs; the Havelock only
slightl¥y lcss so. Cur first night was s t in a mustersrs' hut
with goosscberrics provided, the sccond v we reluctently passcd
a decr-stalkers' hut on the junction of tho Forbes and Havelock
and prossad on up the Forbes, No acccunt of our assavlt on Twlhghb
Col can do justice to & gonies of ‘body or spirit - 7 hours (C
Shame), boilifg sun, screc, soft snow, hea
7000 £t up. The view from the top was very
movntains including Cock, and strongly affected the sensibilitios of
The des ,,nt into Scparation Strozit was doath, and wo wers all
tirecdnsss.

ory habitable place - fro' shere we asssulted

ulac:.mr (nuch broken up), spent many hours 3 the

oraines, and thr heroes climbed Kt, Panorama. wvelled down the

Godley, cressed it (a feat!) and ecstablished » watorless c o

The Island) on idyllic flats on uh“ Rutherford - much daisy-chaining

L art pbrmovrﬂphy Qur one wet 28 spent wsll up the Rutherford &
E ¢ ience, heads ou ping bags doclaiming

and w)“ - lawrence, and playing Sink Wazi Navy. Armedillo

@ ‘in coumparison with our ecarljer pass was as nothing.

ison Hut® is very satlslactor_/ ~ one con sit outside in the

se mountsins. We climbed Mt.
notorious chhison Moraine was

i Steffan Hut is vory

in record Jpood by SXp
small but in a be autlf‘ul setting
spent o morni: doring about, an
across the T n Moraine, and an e
of the Ball Hut roacl, having misso

>falls and

Our trip was & PTruly Ma
oursolves)

mificent Achicvement Tthough we say it
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Middle Crossing Easter 1963

On :Thursday night 11 suckers bowled merrily into Otaki Cottage to
begin a Middle Crossing. The trip began well, with a pitched battle
between the party and the possum pooulation which I unfortunately slept
through.

Lfter a late start on Priday we forded the Otaki (incidentally
discovering that four-legged dogs are better at swimming the rapids than
two-legged ones) and set off for Vaitewasewae. Seven of us (the "fast"
party) heeded straight up the track toward.Tunction Enob to set up camp
at the tarn and cook tea. owever, we found running wster below ghoulder
Knob end abandoned cur ‘good intentions. Our spies established a broad-
casting station behind a bush and began giving away details of our
position . . . Just as we were about to send out a search party, a slow
vrocession of lights heralded the arrival.of the rearguard. The mist
receded and we had a magnificent view of Kapiti, the Main Range, Egmont,
Ruapehu, Tapuaenuku, and Alarm.

The Chief Guide tried nesting in a tussock, but fe 'l out during
the night. rsons with less elevated sspirations slept better.

4t about half-past ten next morning the front end of the warty
reached Junction Knot, and when the rear end arrived we decided to split
up - a fast party would head for Powell (optimists!) and the remainder
would drop off K. iroa to the hut in the mid- Waiohine, The fast
party - Terry, Peter, George snd myself (Linda) climbed Crawford snd
went down a steep spur to the Vaiohine, Ve found a couple of new yellow

discs st efter we hit the bushline, and then a single onc a few yards
further on. In vain we looked for a disced track . . . or a blazed
track . . . or anything. Some while later, we concluded thezt the discs

might have marked the branch of the spur that we had originally intended

.to take. This error in navigation led to an enjoyable but time-consuming

couple ~f honrs of negotiating overhangs. Probably the other spur would
have been just as bad, but we would" have scved ourselves a section of
stream trevel, end h(.lf an hour going up ‘the Waiohine to Angle Knob
Creek. We chose to go up the creek 2nd then climb out and back on to

the spur, which ended in a high bluff zbove the river. fngle Knob

Creek is interesting to travel in its lower reaches as it is unexpectedly
large and has deep pools with routes over enormous slimy boulders. The
sides are very steep, with rotten rock, windfalls precariously balanced
2nd a thick carpet of dead leaves. Advanced vegetsble-climbing technique
is called for in places. The spur, once attained, is a good route with
deer-trails and a few old blazes. Yot having left the Waiohine till five-
to four, we didn't emerge on Shingle Slip Knob until seven. It was misty
and dark, and we couldn't find the Devon crash; there were no tarns in
sight so we just piledvinto our sleening bags and waited for morning.
The morning also was misty, with interludes of drizzle, so breakfastless
we set off up the spur and after a few minutes we came upon a series

of larn~. and the the pinnacles lesding on to Angle ¥nob. From the ¥nob
ve headed elong the ridge towsrds Holdsworth, ing at a familisr tarn
off Jumbo for a ..:z overdue meal. Back on the ridge, fighting the wind's
attempts to dimy le Us on spaniards, we continued to Holdsworth and
lunched at Powell, then descended through droves of boy sprouts to
Bahnister. LB

Party: Bill Stephenson (leader), George Caddie, Terry W orn, Peter
Pohl, Linda Redmond, Max Clark, Warren Thorburn, Stephan Gooder,Alan
lorge Trhr Phodes | Celia Little.



After parting from the Shingle Slip Knob group; the main party headed for
inderson's, intending to use a spur from Fshiwiroa to get to the mid-Taiohine
hut. Circumstences altered this. It was alre=dy 3p.m. at Kahiwiroa and the
hut location was uncert d Moungahuks hut was consequently aimed for.
£ 5p.m, errivel.at Aokar yi necessitated a splitting, and a one’ man
advence party went ashead to put o light in the hut window. Weerly all homed
on-this, but two cemped out-in the wettish mist. Sunday was unsuitable for
the party (as was) to cross, so we joined the other eight in’ the hut in 2
hut day. The weather clepred temporarily later, then came on from the south.
Vonday was time to get out, and ve did so - leaving 2t 7a.m.. for Kime.
After route loss the chain was negotisted in bitter conditions then we pro-
gressed to Kime by map, com and footprints.ill immediately went on to
Fields (here one dropped off), snother joined friends st the cottage, and the
rest ceme out to Otaki,in. time to catch a train, in an ancient Packard
(standing room only) TIR.S.

7

It must be stressed that the Tarsruas, especially in winter, are no
trivial matter. For the sake of comfort as well as safety, people should
ensure that they are capsble of doing a particular trip before deciding to
go on it. Tramping fitness is unique, and can only be evaluated by tramping.
T+ is comforting for the tromper to know that he has emergency food, knife,
compass and matches, as well as a reserve of endurance €nergy.

At all seasons it cen snow on the tops, and unless a velley drop. off is
convenient, werm clothes:including longs snd gloves should be taken. While
primi are convenient, they are frowned on below the bush. The day will come
when the primus user needs a fire, but is unable to light it. ;

© Pinally, it is the lezder's responsibility to look after you, so before
the ‘trip e suré you are cepable; if you are in doubt, ask the leader's
advice. Vorried lesdersiare nesty to desl withlis <
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across a short snowslope. when the clot
behind didn't tread in my s nd uttered Tararua oaths
which he had obviously r cnlled befors. We reached
3 I took the first part of the descent cautiously
y iippery, but firm rock. On the last slab I start-
24 going T and one sarcastic bastard said "Why don't
yvou run?' , and shot down ths slab out of control
and off do-n the track at'a near Bill-like spead. I was
plenzed to be back in the hills and so ran the whole way
back down to ths hut 2nd arrived w %zd. I had the satis-
faction of overtaking all but four of those who set out an
hour esarlier. . ) = . o )

D

L.A.McL.

Renati-4lpha Dec.ld-15th.

The taxi uncer moniously dumped us in hkhe gthoring
dark, and hurriedly returned to the havea of civilisation.
But we didn't care: for the hills!

The going through the bush on to Maymorn ridge was cool
and pleasant and we soon shook off those stale end-of-week
fzelings.

axt morning dawnzd with p rfect tramping weather, high
ovarcist,cool, slight breeze, view for les. After waking
everyone else up with our noisy prevarations for breakfast
we gset off.in High spirits 2t eight o'cloclt.

After only .2 coup. & of glight deviations from the approv-
ed track, we reachedths he y»0f Renita 'A' and stopped
to 2dmire the view. The iz s visible all the way along
to Elder and weicould “sce’w the route dropped into a
deep saddle between Eldar and“Aston.

The route continued on through typical high altitude
bush, gnarled beechifestooned with mosses, turpeatine bush
etc. %

=
cr

After a.final bash through lesatherwood, we came out onto
the top of ;Blder =t midday. By now 1t was very hot and

we were thirsty.” We found an empty beer bottle half full

of water. We drank it! 2

After an hour's lunch we set off to tackle the formidable
gaddle between Elder 21d Aston. Fhe first part, going down
into the s-ddle was easy. But going up the other side was
not so easy !

A rest on a. bump in the ridge was very welcome. By now
the tops were becoming shrouded in mist. We sat down on
flattish ground wondsring how much further the top was
(it seemed miles!) Suddenley the mist cleared a bit and we
noticed a peculiar line going to the left. It was the track
leading off round to Hector. We were one minute from the
top and hnd not resalised it!

We reached Alpha hut soon after and spent the night
fighting for bunk spice with several P.N.5.5.5.T. C. bods




aasgorted Tararuas, shooters, and other odd individuals.
Hext morning the highlight of the trip came. The
door burst open and in came Steve, looking in a state
of collapse.
"Help!" he cried, and sank we arlly to thu flnor.

: cried and many willing honds

his lap. Suddenly his iface broka
frame shook with silant nirth.
on," hs said 2xplainsd that
a, caught without t and s
,N.;:S S.T. C 's loo

ine bag cov: r.

1t this at 3
cwrmonls set off our numb swe pow _gAzll
d»tsqt d ﬂvll g Gate nd coll,ﬁ 24 St‘V*'q pact on

ot tri sisted of 2 not

Jﬁt;ﬂﬂ c 1wl down © l want, with a brief

tﬁa at Dobsoan's for rehydration bafore coatinuszing
on to th: shs ltﬁr hut.

Transport back to evil of civilization was by
motorbike, thumb, and train.
M.P.sH.

And are baffled ad

By the winde of the

a and blowa adout

rnzss of 3oubts
To stay at hom: is bast.
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