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Secene: A.0,.P. Crhelier: Perliagnsnt:sy Grounds.
J

Coal’
uld King E8Xé /-~ lin hot and tilnocul:zrs survevin:g cupiy hottles,

Coal .
0ld King &mke/(Sings ): #lia.ve was beer, beer, ' ate,

(Looks mourn! ullv groun’ throush binocol 12)e Ynat @ Lile.-
Vhy, 1t izn't a life - 1t': ¢ living death, o0 Hocp, o L tlee and
patrial ban on racing. -ut there's onc dnlng - wsbere oloqn
(Takes off Hat): I tike off 4y et to the mbners, The pecpic #00 o

| A

ing so discontented Mlinisters Jon't dnre to neeot in DhlL1~¢sr1

we Haco't nac ®tnis private oir-reic snelter bullt for Coiinet Lol
ings most of us ould htve Zesn huneg, dravn s=nd Jusriered L

(Angry noise out51de, Tometo ~hizzes by) . Gosh, ha =Bpoligsns o

found a hole in the roof.

ft.-. Mestigat Lezer): Lazer \ﬁorrlfled) Vhat's the wroins 7 o),

t..» . ¢ bottles , 01ld iinr Cole?

;013; These bottles? IToey con't ze2o ich,

Lnz epr Rom&  Uon't you reslise thazy peer and rocing have oor
ruin oi our party?

Cogl: - They might Lrve veen be > bthe war. buil you con't vuin -~y

elore
ning on this beer. Yhy, tals beer remind: :2e of love in a ~int.
Lazer: Love in a punt ?
1.2 Yes; very nesr wrter.
Lezare Well, you're a punter. Iou oueht Lo “wnow,.

Cosl: ny are you loocking so wournful; Flscshlight ? Don't let +tho
country's miners get you down.

Lez.er: All is not well in the Ctate of lioo Zealend , my desas
ir_.ends. The dogs are barking. |

Coal: What are Lee and Dornard saying now*

Liger: It's not them; it's the peonle.

Cnal: The people ?

Lazer: They've been ligu,pjnr to the Rev. Muckrake. Besides., .-
cbject to our custerity campaign, znd to 1 0 per cent nlua cor Lot
Cggl:  ====- and having no hoeer,

wszere (sighs) Soon T ehull not dsre to sppe r in public withouy ar
armned guard. If only Alter Czsh were here. He would tell me hno - to vt
out of this difficult situation.

Inter BAS HrUL EOB, gegged snd hindezed it & Tolegranm,

Lazer: HJullo, Bashful, what's the matter ?

Gobs (Gestures of anver

Coal (DOlntLt; to Bob): Mot 5 an old zag, that one.
Lozer: Lookis @3 1: ne's peen in the veors, too.
tornl: That!'ll ve the day.

Lozer: tmo's the telezran ?Pom, Bob ?

(Gob hends telegram to Lazer).

Luz er: ‘ny, it's Irom ¢¥ neary friend, Alter Cashi. All the ny {row
drcenland. He sayvs  (Rers '3, Hlssets ;rOZhn. cest rishes. Hon: Lo he
nowe in 1 955, Alter.¥ A Lot of ase he is te .n2 Coblnet.

Enter iirs, Scovlit, inYi.&,.A.C. costuie-
dre Scowlit: (udretln" 1) Ch, Flas hilzht, please excus> e burshj.
in 2t a Cabinet meeting, but really this is bei-xrl ureent,, I

Jorl L knov -mat to do. One of my Waa cs has bewn 1ouni in & nost com-

sromising situation with an artillery of Ticer : ¥
LaZer: ?his ismcontrary to s?andirr o;ﬁors
irs., Scowlit: we cantt moxe it lyinr dovn, con e ?

30b, Obviously exclter -ee oround; ite.

Lazer' (31t bored‘° Oh yes, vez, © & ;hiz ls oni7 a minor matuer.
aal- I takes 0f1 ay et Lo tne minors, kRaL,.s 1at)

irs, Sc: VWhat gm I zoinc to do. The wouen zr. zicg of ration
counonomising: I <o nons Lhetl. nene of vou vill Lose your 3seai
wnek of skirt for reasnu¢,nbu).






Lazcre I71l losc ny portfnlio.
Coal: Youire not going to do o oy ol “ori, Loo 7
Enter Rev, iuclkrake,
Coal: Ahn, the friendly toed.
Bob {Anzry geostures).
Lazer: “'e vant you. Lo1'ro roocponsitoo 3L o] our hroubles
7ou'll have to stop this ocan in tr  ste it sosoion aad holn the Lol
our Party.
Rev, fluck: oman in tha streol scs8g don. s bs a0t the Comarcizd
Areoaccasting Departaent. Tact's the @ oine foosvtaunt.
Fnter dessenger with onc arm. 0800270 1 s i egram Do Lag ano
nencs 1t to L er, FXLUS,
Lez 2r: (Opening t*’-gram) '1f ittt sttty tolegram [ren Alier
ez h, 211 the way from Patagoais. A¢ =rye (& Js )3 MHave tt?ippv*
tnz sairt off the last PﬁicﬂOIig dogt voshe Elter. .V Tt =c ome
that Aiter Cas h is doinz well for himar AT, frionds, while = re in 'h
cactus
A1l uome to front of ztage and sing Lo tune of HEonw ashemea I 0
Welve touehed them for t' :ir claincy,
‘Mat a hole we'roe in.
Yaelve touched tnom for T ir hos:,
at a hole we'lro in.
ielwe touche? chem for liiiilr "osa,
vur women look Like crovs,
Oh zor-blimey what a nol: walre i1,
lelve left bhem high zna dry,
Vhat & hole wolre in.
For pre-wer thhf they cizh,
fhet a2 nole wetre in.
Vietve lel't them high and dry,
Looytre squeaking to the sky.
Oh zer-tliimcy, +hst a hole wolre in.
At last the time aas come,
What e hoie wrstro in.
Whaon sometihhing must b done,
what & hole wa're in,
At last ths tims hes coeome,
Welve ot to fisht or run,
OB gor-bliaey ~"hat z hole wi're ir,
Lazer: (Hournfullv): at a hele rtre in,
Coal: (Lockinz rourd '? YT Gl Zus.) Oi e cobiuy [elK e
o o1h
LoL.. Mess cn4er.
Zi..:  Somz more helpful advice from Alt 1, [ =uprosec, (1 ten Lo a-
cven Thie tine it's from Timbuctoo. He zrys: #Can'i riise 1?“‘*
hore bast wishes ﬁltur.“ (Exit ’rsa Lnger) T the Jinist reoal
Finoace can't help us, o cz:n ? How [ continue to govern *hc
couvitry vith no morne; ﬁnd the poonle at 2y throzt 7 What do you vhinis
we o ocught to do, irs Sco iict ?
jgﬁugg: Speaking for the voen, [ think woe should impori =nciar
cdivizion of llarines.
dur_kr  This one cerk 1, .ds 2 lons roa t, .
Uy _Scr [Heed19prE 6*1&4555; Mere zren't encazh girls te go rouné o
dhucks but they coervtainly get round, don't thcy ?

s2er:  Whnat about you, 0.7.Coal. H=

Ccal: I'll sey., Back to Lhc¢ old beer. Jizour gnd
fuckilhat, nore XxXEEXXxs Khorscs. lFoliell—ih—

L1z er: You fould. Low listen Lo me. Suppozc 7o £i0
#rs _Sc: On tinelf of the zirls of Wellinsgton I oo
ing of the hlackou

Lazer (Astonis! cd) Good hcovers, .rs, ton't vou know

yeem =2boli Hrd 7

v oyou anv

?
Lur onorsceractac
B e ST
lish trn, -"lz caoo
tes to crig L°
Bal ooz hli ¥
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Muck: Ttve zot en icca, Waat zbout my society for Closer o.latxd
+i1th the Russzians .

Cozl: I sugrested thnt "hrn the Russ ian Sellot w23 nero,

Laz ¢r: Vinabt 2o you think, Bas hful 7

Bob - (Lechcrous -8 turcg)

La z er: IPompously): I nove sondarad Lhils mottcr daoply. Tor ooy
hours I have paced Dvack end forth in 2y private ABR.P. = hodtor, 1
have consid cred -the nros end the cons; the in: ond tho outy, o o
and cthe “herefores ---- '

Coal: The wr2ts end the drin with time end o acls for the o Lo,
Lazer: Certeinly, time and h;li for tac wets . I "ecutcntt ok on

s nything but union principlun. AN now proy Leb 2 contimie. O
contemplated ay er-u—-subject from =211 anglies . I am convino~d Lhoto
iz only one solution, I've ot the dinkum oil. I ----

(Enter ies: enger) Don't say this is another telzoeram. (Messonser i
pers in Lez er's ear). HUISE OF AEBPOPLAND OFF - fNTER ALTER uﬂd H
VITTH BAGGAGE.

Laz er: Gor-blimey, itiz Alter himself, VWacre've  sou been o311 Lhis
tine ?

Cas h: I've Just flom here from Hollywood.

Lazer: Hollywood ?

Cash: Yes, I assisted in zn election therc.

Lazcr: An election

Cash: Yes, the 1943 beauty Queen,

Laz er: You've just arrivesd in time. ¥o need your nelp. [ 2m chous
to mekoe an important announcunment. Ladies and gentlomewn, ars you lie
ening ? I ¢w going to wold an Clection. It'11l taikke tho ninds ¢f the
pcople avey from their troubles. ItPll confus. V. .

Cosl: Confucius him say, girl who is wall flower ai dance dnndyii-
on sofa. ’

Lazer: Tch, tch. Yes, we'lre going to hsve an olocction norr,
All sing. Tune: Carradl'g zd:ptation of Prairie Flower.

The population's zetting roush,

ey focl maite sure thev've h; G ornough.
If we weit too long they'll a2s%e it tough,
5o let's hold elections.,

The houscidives lcague 1is getting seore
Their sugar ration they can't dre-r,
Theyivce got no fruit, not just one cora,
So let'= hold clecticns.

Bach wife znd swectheert -uitc azrecs,
We ought to weinie Iyom ovorscoes |

The boye o sat tiem an their knues |
So let'ts hold elaetiops,

On cvery side we heer them soy,
Ihat Lebour's done and huagd its day;

Welve got to ziow then wotre 0.H.
Go let's nold elections.



ACT II

SCENE: RXBX Post Office Square, 2nd showing corner of Pier

and in National Club.

CHARACTERS: 014 King Cole, on soapbox, addressing crowd. Five citi-

zehs in crowd speak.

Cole: Ladies anc gentlemen, during the last feyw wecks & wave
fidence in the Labour moveuent hss svent the counbt v
Bluff to Cepe Maris.

Cit 1: The Black Maria. Heve you been nabbed ascmin ?

Cole: The nolitics of the Howe Country have been revolution e
the plsgns of Sir;¥illiam Beveridge. I teke off wy aue oo ¥
Williem Beveridge. (TAKES OFF HAT).

Cit 2: Yhat about our New Zealand beveragep ? Isn't it tin. ycu
up the beer here ?

Cole: Your sugges tion has my earnest support, but I fear o c2-

amount of opposition from my friend and colleague. ¥r Tiaze-
He 1s, I regret to say, not a drinking man.

Cit 3: No, but he's drained the country dry.

Cole: Look at Lzbour's war effort. We've done awsy -~/ith pro

Cit 4: What about ten per cent plus contracts ¢

Cit 5: What about Civil Service overtime ? Yhat shout the nraur
shortage ?

Cole: The paper shortage ? The paper shortage will be relicved cnly
when the Eighth Army have reduced Rommel to a pulp. And 17w
look at the wonderful war cffort of the workers. Look wha' I
watersliders have done. The Vaterfront Control Comiiss’o:
galvanlised the wharves. I take off .1y hat to the wiarfie:
(TAKES OFF HAT).

Cit 1- The =oldiers are doing the work. You'rec not paying taerm tin
and a half, are you ? And talking of SOldieréj weren't thoo
binoculars a gift to the Army ?

Cole: ™at's a foul end conte iptible lie. Only a muckraker —cu.’

a thing like that. These Linoculars beloneged to Hzrpv ol

Cit 2 an't you see his nemorizl - ithout them ?
Cole: The ~hole country owes 2 dnbt of gratitude to the wine"s

toke off my hat to the ainers. (TiZ£ES OFF HAT).



Vhy, only the other day, just think, he offered Le nelp 10 Yav
of my Vaccs needed anything, de's such & dear. Anc ihe oy e
looks at them. I =am sure he rcelly neans hat he says. 5Sub oo
dear people;, I want to tell vou ho' much the Labour Goverrn =
has done for 'omon, especially young women. (LAUGHTER) I areo

it's done more for young omen than most of vou reslise. i

maternity benefits have solved 2ll our »nroblems. Just think,

you can have 2 haby now for 7/6.

Cit 1: @ny reduction on twins ?
Cit 2: How wmmeh NO0T to have one ?

Irs Sc2 Women esre making themselves felt in industry =snd transpoii,
Thaey're on the trams, on the trains, on the bLuses ---

Cit 3 On the streets.

‘irg Sc: Vomecn ere filling plecescs they hove never filled bafore.

Cit 4: Like the battledrcss trousecrs.

Mrs. Sc: Yos, women gre weoring the nants. And thoy montt tolr~ tham ~&#
till they've 'on the rar.

Cit 5: I've seen some that sermed to have won the war lys-dv,

Are Sc: And then, there's the land girls.

1: What, morc zirls landed ?

cr

Ci
Mrs Sc: And don't forget the Post girls. Lookineg aftzv the countrv's

mails.
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Cit 8: When were you last dovn the wmine, Daddy ?

Chle: All my life I've been up and dovn mines. 1in# your o n cuel
ess. And I teke off nmy hat to the slzughteraen, (TAK & 05
the whole country o:es a debt of zrztitude to the froez ur
rorkers. lToo long have tioey “een Ziven ths CoLu 810U LEY,

Cit 4: God's frozen people, =2h ?

ENTER RS SCOVLETT, ESCORTIED =Y (1EN VAIACS.

dre  Scy Leave 'em to ue, Paddy. ['11 fix 'om,

Cole: (USING BINOCULARS): Ah! my friend, ithe Lads coaiine b
Waacs., (TAKES OFT HAT).

Cit 1: If that's 211 you caon take off vou ‘on'. <o =nv oo,

Colc: Would you c:re to use ny soapoox, rs Scovett 7

Mr»s Sc: Thenk you, thank vou, my cear friend., I st thank v old
friend Paddy. He's such a dear. 1 do hone you'll votce for
iy, only the other dJay, just think, he offcred ic nelp il
ol my Waccs needed anything. Hefs gsoch & deoar. And the oy i
looks at thea. I a1 sure he really neans ~het he savs. sut
dear poople, T went to tell vou hov much the Laho s Goverrien:
has done for '-ouen, especially voung women. (LAUGHTER, [ . ~an
it'e done nore for young women than most of vou rezlisz., fhe
maternity benefits heve solved 2ll our »roblcas. Just think,

you can have 2 bhaby now for 7/6.

Cit 1: @ny reduction on twins ?
Cit 2: How much NOT to have one ?
Yirs Sc: Women sre acking themselves folt in indnstry ond trol R

They're on the trams, on the treins, on the buses —---

Cit 3 On the streets.

irs Scr Vomen ere filling plzcens they have never filled beforve,

Cit A4: Like the battledress trousers.

ire, fc: Yos, women cre¢ wearing the nants. And they —on't t-ke them off
till they'vce =on the rar.

Cit %3 I've seon some thst se med to have von ths war zlreoady.

drs Ses And then, there's the land girls.

Cit 1: "Mfat, aorc 2irls landed ?

Ars Sc: And don't Torzot tne Post girls. Looking after the country's

aciles.
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We ¢'n look after oursclyves.
And a poor job you'v. made of it. If it —asn t for

the Japs would have been her. long »75.

Taey knev you sore acre, Thotis Ry tnoy Jidn't cone

Y2111l keep New Zoeblcond {ree ---

A frece for 211 --- liks the Weliorf.

We =2nd ny sister organisations , tre V. A.A.F.'c and
TEREEENEIXE YRR A ERE XX LRERACL VoL TL.N.Ts,

And the 5.P.W.C,

That's a ne- one. what i= Lt %

the

The Soclety for the Prevention cf VWomern and- Chglrern.

You aon't belicve me. 111l <how veu vwhat my girls c:
Come on, girl:, sheke & leg.

(WAAC SEN'S SURLELLDE 2aLLET)

(

R

+
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AP L



()
i—l.
ck
[a®]

Yrs See

Cit 3:

4rs Sce:

Cit 4

nrs Sc

Cit A
lirs Sc

Cit 5:

Mrs Sec»

Cit 1:
Mter:
Cit 2:
cit 3
Altzr:

Lomall?
Alter:
Womanrs

Alten:

Cit 1:
Alter:
Cit 2:
Alter:

ilter:
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We ¢ 'n look after oursclves.

And a poor job you'v. made of it., If it -asn't lfor 112 ot

the Japs would have been her: long #20.

Taey knev you rore aere. Thet's vhy they didn't cone,

Vie'll Xkeep New Zeelend freg ---

A free for all --- like the Wallorf.

We and my sister orgenisations , the V.A.A.F.'s and the &&ZKXX

NERXEZNXXEXERAXERE AKX FARLRL Vel .BWaN."'s8,

And the S.P.V.C.

That's a new one, What is Lt ¥

The Society for the Prevention of VWomen and Children.

You don't belicve me. I'1ll show yeu what my girls c-n do

Come ony, girls, shake & leg.

(WAAC MEN'S BURLESLUE BALLET)
(Short)
ALTER CASH PUSHES THROUCH CROVD 'WITH BAGS, PAPERS.

Mo are you pushing, mate ?

Let me through. I've zobt importsnt news.

"y, it's Altcer Cash hdmeedsi.

I thought he was in wer Colecdonia,

As & matter of fact, T've just come back from the Stztes fc.
the election. Friends, I bring you vwonderful news. The Goverr-
ment of the United States has, this moanent, agreed to ay pve-
posals that bigger and better wrestlers be sent to this courn' iy
after the war leorctNeStates.

I must have net the advance guard cn Lambton Quay.

We must give our great Americen zllies a frcee hand,

Give an Americzon a froe hand and he'll put it all over o,
And friends, I have further good news . Last weck I was in licc
cow, and our great BRyssian allies have agreed to my oroposal-«.
What did you propose, Wally ?

Proposals to csteblish 2n underwear factory.

Undcrvear factory ?

Yes, = second front,

But harkipe back to the clection, I wvant to make th:z jssue

clear. It's financc that's going te win this war. And che

—
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Russ ian bank is printing hundreds and thousands of nclis ic
do it. The response'to my Lost Liberty Loa n week wag cooring

Cit 2: What about a Leave - me - alone - Weck ?

Alter: My friend, you are not on your honeymoon. There's ¢ wer oo,
then, there's National Savings.

Cit 1: Nash'll take your szvings.

Alter: In America, they were astonished at whot -re had done. as . ~aic
to my decar friend, Eleanor, Roosevelt you knowy it tslk=g viie
glamour of American femininity to bring out the best in = 1w,
I was as much at home in the White Housc as in the -- th. - iv

cit 3: We've never sczn you appear there,

Alter: Vie've zot a new lcgation,

Cit 1 How auch did it cost ?

Altor: 30,000 dollars.

Alter: I had a new car.

Cit 1: How much did it cost ?

Alter: 10,000 dollars. I had lunch with Mae VWest,

Cit 1: You certainly keep abreast oftvihée times. And how much 314
oo cost 7

Alter: 5000 dollars. I shook hends with th2 President of the United
States.

cit 1: dow much did that cosgt ?

Alter: 2000 dollars.
Cit 2: “ho's paying for 211 this ?
tlter: You are. And wec and the boys'll show you how.

(ALTER, COLE, BOB (Gestures) SING "DEEP IN THE HEART OF TallES,

1. We fizht zl1ll the Japs,
And tskec the raps,
Deep in the heert of Tancs.

2. To do.ge the crash,
Put all your cach;
De.p in the hecrt of Tanes.

7 I've dug the grave.
For all you save,
De-p in the heert of Tanes.

Ae Your next month's rent,
Has just been spent, |
Deon in the heart of Tanes.

5. Iour e¢xtra clothes,
‘le nedd =ll thosc,
Decp in the heart of Teones.
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4. So fooL no shoie
o takce the blane,
De-p in the heart of Tanee.

T If you go bare,

I dontt much carey

De-p in the hesrt of Tanes.
3. For —rour poor rags,

lean meney bags,

Deep in the hesrt orf

Tanssg.

EXEUNT CAS H, BOB TO PIKS HOTEL,

ENTER MRS PRIGC FROM NATIONAL CLUB, LTADING HOLL.ND
DRESSED A5  SCH00L-z80Y.

Who've you got throre, Mrs Droiwrg 7

Mre Prigg: Don't worry ebout him. That's Sidney Holl:-nd. He's just Mo

Cit:

boy about the place. Now you've been listening "o . Lulos of
the Labour Party. Don't bclieve a word of them. Thi Lalors
Party have yxm put y-u in the mess you're in now. The Hatlona.
Party will gzet you out of it. The Labour Party made vou wear
those posterity suits.

¥hat a tercible legacy for the next g¢cneration.

Mrs Prigg: (Sarcastically): Hand me down my reach-me-do'ms. And just looo

Cole:

what the houscwives hsave to put up with. The farmers gat -
for their produce. The reteiler mskes --- And you pay -----

Madam, if I were your husband, I'd poison you.

Mrs Prige: Sir, if I -ere your wifle, I'd teke it. An army of Price

Cit 4:

Tribunal Inspectors slink like the Gestapo through the land
And talking of the Gestapo, where's Major Faulkes 7

He's with the old folks at home; I suppose .

irs. Prigg: And time he was sent there, too.

ENTER MUCKRAKE

drs Prigg: But here's 2 man who will tell you how our civil liberties

duek:

Crowd:

have been stifled. My friends, the Rev. iluckrake.
MUCKRAKE REPLACES MRS PRFIGC ON STARD.
Parade, 'shun.
Sorry, folks, I've been shockc ! into @ militery frome of ming.
I bring 7ou & new poliecy. But hefore I introduca it, Z°4 »1Ke
Lo recite to you this pleasing littis vzrrse which csught uy &«

'Ear, ‘'ear.
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4 T s Fopet ot Tt
‘uck: (FICToEs)
W rolo of 2 unn 15 tho 2lrect,
2.4

30t
cooskd Delle, s 2Ciil oon i ot
rapothics now Do aopes b 11 geo-l,

J—C’.u..- ::-
' - T o . W . R
AnS te aone fuccossinl than inhls oppzsal.

-~
Your friendship 131 lizhtcen nic poor wonry lood,
G

-

L Lola
: : \ R R T & T
d.l.S .-'.J ]0‘ IJ. t}.l'&,:‘ .'.r.l.\..ﬂll;r -!.O’.-\uw
iy - i - . - . " o gy — - o ] -t o - it S
Hor, thu sonbtincnt in ihis cppe.led to A,

Cit 33 Youlr: hot stuff on this ~pperling, srentt 7ou 7
Figt

-

dack: A8 T soe 1t, wils country should roturn fto Lhe- sizmple honoly

Life of our Jorchorre. dothing Hcocomos ¢ mon more thun the

Cit 4 T™rst!e iy vou joined the Auckland Weterside Vorkors.

Cit 3: No feer. 8/5 an hour -n¢ the Hon Deove Wilson were hot in-
duecd him to join.

ack: Lot us heve an open-door nolicev for broodecastineg.

Cit 23 Fave 7om plolee?  the Yedl Qn jour foer zeb, Jcrim ?

Huack: I've sodid 10 befors, snd I say it azain. One "ion can vun the,
t=o services for half toe selary. Put Shelley on tho shelf,

Cit 1: Thetl's a shelfish sugrestion.

Cit 2: Vnst narty 4o you stino for %

Mucks Well, 211 the offers haven't come in yet. 3ut you crn rest
asvvred thet I can use the bes t. To br union conscious is not
onountly, Only the azory blending of the isrterisl -ith thoe
spirituel brinzoih obouc tue full 1ife, I rother like this.,

ENTER LAZER ITH POLICEILN.

Lz7 er: Avount, oegone; vou ~ickrd cur, away:
Thies rentle crowd, it'll nover ho vour »rey.

Isnt't thot =& nize thoucht.
ENTER 1Al V' ITH RICHOPHONZ.

a

Lé 2UF: Poonle of Now Zeeland. Whe tinmzs heoe now come ~hen we mus t

_—y
1
)

Look wefore us eond bchind, and me 2 complete survey of the
doangors that veset us. Tae peonl: of Row Zaaland heve devoloped
hag hrhits of intemperence -no sslf-induleence. ALl T ask is

2 saipat of rilling soc

Lo

-

1ficc and s2lf denial. I noysclf doeny
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thael ohs union sucrita un this country. I and ny coll-
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cema s only toko tusir advice whern e Gosi it hoth nocogsary
o

arc releovent., e vill euerd snd dofondéd the State from its

onenies  witnout =nd wizhirn, And ir this conneetion, you zay

voll 2sx vhy I am specking  from o nztional hook-up rather
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ACT IIT,

SCENE: DUG-0UT IN TRIPOLITANIA WITH CANDLE IN BOTTLE ON
PACKING CASE.
CHARuACTERS: PRIVATE LAZER

PRIVATE ALTER CASH

BOMBARDIER BOB

SERGEANT MUCKRAKE

PRIVATE LEE

PRIVATE COAL

FRIEDBREAD RAT (0.C).
SCENE OPENS: - LAZER, CASH AND BOB (GAGGED) ON STAGE. LOWER
HALF OF KING COAL SHOWING IN DISTANCE. KING COAL ON GUARD.

CASH (TO LAZER): NOW LOOK AT the hole you've got us in, Private Lazer.

We're deep in the heart of cactus nmws That's what comes of
having a General Electinn.

LAZER: How was I to know we'd get in this mess ? I only brought in

conscription. I didn't expect to be conscripted.

COAL TURNS ROUND. DROPS RIFLE

COAL: There's a woman outside.
CASH: Is she my type ?
COAL: Is she your type ? (LOOKS OUT THROUGH BINOGULARS) She's alive

and breathing. (COAL GOES OUT)
COAL (OFF STAGE): Are you sixfeen, litbdegFFl °
GIRL (OFF STAGB): ¥YES Rlesase,
BOB GESTURES
LAZER:  Bob thinks we'd better change the guard. (CALLS). Paddy.
COAL (OFF STAGE): Run away little girl, run away.

COAL ENTLRS AND SALUTES.

COAL: Yes, bombardier.

LAZER: Bob says he'll take over for a spell.

CASH: You'd better lend Bob those binoculars.

LAZER- Ves, the Army seems to have come intc its own at last.

COAL: You unutterable cads. I've said it before, and I say it again:

=1

© Minoculars belonged to Harry Holland. On guard for 15

winuves, and I come back to find all the rations gone.

CASH: Zow'd you like a beer now, Paddy 9
COAL: Geec --- even that 2 per cent would go well now, wouldn't it ?
CASH: If you hadn’t guarrelled with Muckrake, he might have won the

eiection for us. Funny we haven't seen him since we've been

cver here,



2o
BOB (EXCITLD) DROP3 RIFLE. THROUGH DOOR ENTER SERG. MUCKRAKE.

MUCKRAKE: Happy in your work men 2
ALL: Yes, thank you, Uncle.
MUCK: Sergeant to you.
LAZER: Congratulations on your new stripe, Unc - er - sergeant. What
unit are you in now ?
MUCK : I'm in the Y.M.C.A. I run the Lewwy hut in Cairo,
CASH: What brought you here 9
MUCK: I just called round to see if you boys are in need of any
home comforts.
LAZER: Has my long woollen underwear arrived yet 2
MUCK: It's on the bottom,
LAZER: Ah yes, but whose ?
MUCK : I mean the Red Sea, you idiot.
COAL: Can't get me any beer, can you ? Even that 2 per cent is wet.
MUCK : Sorry. But there's some very fine Horlicks at my canteen. It'll
make you sleep over night,
COAL: That stuff on leave. Who wants to sleep in these Arabian nights.
We spent most of a night in the Wazir.
LAZER: Was a good show, towm.
MUCK: Well, I don't seem to be needed here. There are other friends
I must help along the desert's dusty road.
(RECITES): -
The soldier no matter what his rank or code,
Deserves all help we give him on his road.
And when the storms and desert sands are are blowing,
The boys are there, and there I must be going.
Isn't that a lovely thought to end up with ? S'long boys.
EXITS, F\LLING OVER LT. LEE WHO ENTERS. ALL STAND AND SALUTE.
Lee; Stand easy men. I was in the ranks once myself. Any complaints?
How do you like yoar new quarters ? You seem very comfortable
here. Any rets round here 9
LAZER: Nc, he's just gone on guard, sir.
LEB: We can't have that slackness on parade, Private Lazer.
L1ZER TIGHTENS BELT.
COAL: Is therc any chance of promotion in the Army, sir ? After all,
I wae a Union Seccretary once, in 1914.
LEE: Yeg,; but where were you in 1916 ¢



CNSH:
COAL:

C/ASH:

COAL:

CASH:

COAL:
LAZER:
COAL:

LAZER:
COAL:

COAL:
LERZ:
LAZER:

C ASH:

LAZER:

CABH:
LAZER:

C\SH:

LAZER:

COAL;

LAZLR:

CO;F\.L:

LEE:

)

e e -
Whas a s211.,

You can talk.
And 1 mean 0. Your namby-pamby method of dealing with the
miners cost us thousands of votes.
You didn't help much, you were away all the time.
T have tn do 211 the thinking for the party, you scurrilous,
scoundrelly, schoritchel burger.
You carping, crawling, cringing canoodleburger,
No, he's just a lazy, loafing, lickspitting lumberburger.
Ah, that's right. That's the burger.
CASH SETS ON COAL. FIGHT BETWEEN CASH, COAL, LAZER.
What' s the m:aning of this ? Come to attention in the presence
of your superior officer,
(EMERGING FROM SCRUM): i'm sorry sir, I lost my temper.
(PICKING SLLF UP, RUBS SELF): I bumped my thumb. I've thumped
my body all over. (TO BOE) Listen you, and the others here.
I'm calling for volunteers for a night raid on a line of enemy
pill-boxes.
No more number nines for me.
T wan* three men from this dugout.
First of all, we'll send old Bob. He can't say no. D'yer hear
that Bob ? We've voluntecred for you.
One will do, won't it sir 2 Bob's equal to three ordinary men.
BOB GESTURLS. SH'FLS FIST.
You two had better gec. Tou're a single man, Paddy. You'd be
just the man, too, Walter, You've travelled round a bit.
I'11 say. It's time T li.d a rest.
My responsibilities itc She Dominion won't let me go. Otherwise
T4 be amoag the “irst to oiffer ny services.

Titole S3id Zclland is  noking ater those responsibilities for

sou naw Deon't 7et as Ycprive yo of your chance of EEIRE glory.
T'm ooniy £ private. Toeivates nevar get the V.C.
They zoh the 7.0 E&e¢;ﬁ.

You mean the Vietewi.t-laecgoratich, of course-

Of eouTEC, o coWERC,

Let's get down tc bu:iness, mer. I want the names of the men

whe are coming wiith ms



COAL:

LAZER:

-~
=1

e

o
()
—
=

LAZER:

]
-
v

COAL:

Q
g
Vi

LR L

FPRIED:

TRIED:

]
e
i il
[}

]

%

(VNALTILY) Bomoardier Sguple, Private Cash, Private Coal, I'll
stend here and hold the fore.
riow PORTunate for yeu.
Well., that's settled then.
Pall in, men.
We fell in when we came over here.
THREE VICTIMS SCRAMBLE INTO POSITION.

(SINGS) Now is the time when I must say goodbye;

Soon you' 11 be marching far away with Lee.
When you are gone, then I'1ll remember you.
iMen who stood by me, strong and staunch and true.
COAL, CASH,AND BOB SING. (BOB ASSISTS WITH ACTIONS)
To you cld Pete, aloha from the bottom of our hearts;
Keep the gun at your side, and the flag flying high;
We'll all salute you as we go out to die.
We'll meet again;
Don't know how, don't know when;
We all shall meet agsin,
Scme Lebour Nay,
When Labour's in power.
oThPS OFF
LOOKS OUT, AKND THEN COMES RACK: There's a man out there with
a moustache.
Tell him to go away. I've got one.
ENTER GaNLRAL IPRIZDBREAD.
What's going on around here ?
ALL STAND AT ATTENTION.
Haven't I seen you before somewhere 2 (PELRS T LAZER) I've
scen that face before. Isn't that Lord Humberg the Hamburg of
ilorsburg, the rollicking rook of the rich 2
(CLICKS HEELS) Oi nc, sig. That's Private Lamer. A very worthy
member of my platooi. Hio civil nccupation has not altogether
fitted him,for a military career, but I'm knocking him into
sharao,
LAZEL RURYLTS SWD RIGURE.
auoyes; I oremenbpor o Laa these were your partners in crime?
T wasn't a party o 5. 1 had my cwn party.
Well lieutenans, «'n pleassd o see that you're making soldiers
rom auch ~rude M2aTe_ iy 3ut shouldn't one of these men be on
sentry-go ?

Please =sir. Bob jus” c=ne inie to wash his hands.



LAZER:
COAL:
PRIED:

FRIED:

FRIED:

LAZER:

ECS:
WAIET .

o B
Return to vens LO3L 1inmcfiatoely T ovdberiitor e 1A e o ahard
lookout.
BOB CALUTLS AND TXITS TCO POST.

Fine body of men you have here Lieutenant.

They've just volunteercd for the dawn patrol. They're going out

and they may bLe some time.
Magnificent, magnificent. I'il inspect them before they go.
IN twe ranks fall in.

THEY CLOWI ABOUT.
I'1l stand in for- Bob. But only for the inspection.
FRIEDBRE\D INSPECTS THEM. DURING INSPECTION BOMB ENTERS

SHELTLR FROM ROOF.

(NUDGES CASH) What's that ¢

I durno, ask Lazer,

I dunno, ask the General.

Er - excuse me General, what’s.that ?

(CASUALLY) That's only a bomb.

COAL, LAZER, AWND CiSF 3ICRAMBLE FOR 1\ CORNER AND TAKE
FRIEDBREAD AND LEE WITH THEM.

BCB, HEARII'G COMMOTION ENTERS, LOOKS BPOUND ENQUIRINGLY. SEES

BOMB. LOOKS AT IT PUZZLED, HEAVES IT OUT NONCHALANTLY.

BOME EXFLODES, 208 FAINTS.
(EMERCING FROM THEZ HiAP) Magrificent courage. What devotion
to dvety Lerd a hend you men, nelr bim up.

Fall in.

COAL A\ND CASH M .RCH OVER '"0 BOB 4ND RAISE HIM. TAKE OFF HIS

You shall be decorated for this. e
BOB FILLS CUT CHESw.

Of course we will. We aid remarkably for cur first affray on

astiqe garvie:

I'1L nuy gou wire ccbivi. T mace Lhings awa, didn't I sir 9

Geod shkow, Bol, good thew., Troperly cf ecase men. Attentiont
Ll ST'ED MY CTTENTICH, |

With the complinents »rf *he seacson, Bob,

TAKES LARGL sEDL FROM 0.4y CETZST AIID PINS IT ON BOB'S.

Hip, uip, uip Zive2l) Hio. a'p, bir Aurrah!



MUCK:

FRILD:
MUCK:

FRIED:
MUCK:

LAZER:
FRIED:

Clgrs

TITER MUCYRAKE. S LUTLS GENE2AL.
Sir, I kave a most important message.
BRIWCS CUT SICENALT BCOX ANWD STARTS MORSE.

Come to your scnses man. VWirat the devil does that mean ?
Briefly, sir, it means ihis., (RTADS; Country “ed up. Stop.
Holland in Dutch. S%top. Director of lational Service appeals

for Privati{Lazer, ®., Cash, A., Coal, 0.K., 3ombardier

Simple, B.B, Stog.

D.S5.0. of course,
(CONTINUES READING) Urge immediate release for work on Home
Front.
There's no place like home, bhoys.
In view of the cutgtandingz valour you have shown today, I take
great vleasure in releasing you from His Majesty's Armed
Forces in the Middle Zast, so help me God! Signed. Freyberg.
STANDS \T ATTENTION,
ALL JOIN IN CIRCLE AND SING TO TUNE OF "C\RRY ME B"CK TO
OLD VIRGINHY."
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