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Peter in Blunderland — An Introduction to the Palmerston North Edition







Peter in Blunderland



An Introduction to the Palmerston North Edition


The people of Wellington are by now quite accustomed to Victoria College Extravaganzas. They flock along every year in their thousands. Some come because they want a good laugh, some because they like the salacious bits, and some because they like hearing us say things about the Highest In The Land which they don't care to say themselves.


Yes, they've got used to us in Wellington, and there's no need to write an apologia such as this in our programmes. The people know what to expect, and they seem to like it. But I think it's only fair to warn you people of Palmerston North that the art-form we're inflicting upon you to-night is very, very different from the comfortable dramas presented to you by your local dramatic societies. So if you decide, after reading what follows, that you'd prefer not to see the show, you may leave the theatre and enquire at the Box Office for your price of admission. We're pretty certain that it won't be refunded.


"Peter in Blunderland," as you have been informed by our excellent publicity service, deals with the adventures of one Peter, who, like dear little Alice, goes through a looking-glass in search of a New World. In his travels he meets a number of interesting and vaguely familiar characters—for instance, the Harsh Hare, the Kidderminster Cat, the Dock Turtle, the Gryphon, Tweedlesid and Tweedlelee, the Duchess of Marlborough, and last—but assuredly not least—that incredible animal Gas Mainsford, Mare of Farmerston.


In the Wellington performance of "Peter," Gas Mainsford didn't appear. Her place was taken by an oddity called Holy Willie Appletree, and this change may, to the more discerning Palmerstonians, give a clue to the inner nature and significance of the Extravaganza. "Peter," like all our Extravaganzas, is essentially local and ephemoral. It is as up-to-date as the morning paper (in the morning), as adaptable as female fashions, and as devastating and impartial as a bomb. Its authors must possess the qualifications of a Swift, an Aristophanes, and a Rabelais rolled into one, and it is essential that they and the caste wear libel-proof vests.


From all of which you may or may not gather some of the essentials of the Extravaganza. Trying to describe the basic qualities of an Extravaganza is like trying to ascertain the essentials of a great poem—you run through a list of ingredients and find on examination that there isn't one which can't on occasion be dispensed with. You can call an Extravaganza a "lewd political farce," or a "libellous piece of pornography," or a "musical satire," but you can never capture the quintessence of the Extravaganza in bald words, however apt. As a celebrated Dodo once said (in another connection): "The best way to explain it is to do it."


And in doing it, we have a lot of fun. And you won't understand properly what an Extravaganza is unless you realise that the caste is having fun as well as the audience. It has been fun bribing fifth-columnists in your city to supply us with dope about your celebrities and controversies so that we can incorporate them in our show. It has been fun preparing and rehearsing this special Palmerston North edition of "Peter." It will be fun watching your reactions to the riot of bawdry, brilliance and Bolshevism which is "Peter in Blunderland."


We don't expect that you'll take much notice of the political moral which lurks in the background of the show. For many years now I have been writing Extravaganzas which subtly advocate various systems and creeds, ranging from Oxford Groupism to Communism, but as I have noticed no radical changes in the Ways of the World recently, I can only assume that the swine have merely sniffed at my pearls. The trouble is that people won't go to see a political drama unless you wrap it up in silver paper. It's a sad and depressing fact, but no one ever takes Extravaganzas seriously. People invariably laugh like hell. Perhaps Palmerstonians will be more intelligent.


There are one or two things we'd like to apologise for. In the first place, most of you won't have seen the Wellington Repertory Society's production of "Alice in Wonderland" which gave us a few ideas for "Peter"; nor will many of you have seen the Canterbury College production of "Hamlet" in modern dress, which we endeavour to reproduce in Act II of "Peter." We don't think this really matters, though: a nodding acquaintance with the original works is all that is required for a full appreciation of the finer points of "Peter." And perhaps your not having seen "Alice" and "Hamlet" is really an advantage. There are one or two shocking bad lines in "Peter"—and if you don't see anything funny in them, you may be prepared to blame it on your own obtuseness, rather than on the incompetence of the authors.


Secondly, we want to apologise for retaining the Karori Crematorium as the locale of the Marx Brothers Scene. The reason for this apparent parochialism is, of course, the fact that you haven't got a crematorium at Palmerston North. It's time your Civic Centre Association repaired this grave omission.


So we invite you to forget Tojo, the unpaid bills, and the fly menace, just for a couple of hours, and partake of the raw, red meat of "Peter in Blunderland." It may give you indigestion, but it tastes good while you're eating it.



Ronald L. Meek.
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Musical Programme



"Peter in Blunderland"
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Act One




	1.
	
Chorus of Typists and Secretaries—'We're Peter's Typists'

Air—'You are My Sunshine.'


	2.
	
Recitatives and Choruses—'See, see he comes,' 'Hail, hail!,' and 'Good Morning Secretaries.'

Airs—from 'The Gondolier's (Sullivan).


	3.
	
Song—'I'm Called Pious Peter'

Air—'We're Called Gondolieri' (Sullivan).


	4.
	
Chorus of Soldiers and Solo—'Guard, oh Guard our Humpty Dumpty.'

Air—'Pour, oh Pour the Pirate Sherry' (Sullivan).


	5.
	
Chorus of Soldiers and Solo—'I Sit and Wobble on my Wall.'

Air—'There's a Bridle Hanging on the Wall.'


	6.
	
Chorus of Pawns and Spectators—'The Caucus Comes Rolling Along.'

Air—'The Caissons Come Rolling Along.'


	7.
	
Recitatives and Chorus—'Silence in Court,' 'Oh Learned Friend,' and 'For These Kind Words.'

Airs—from 'Trial By Jury' (Sullivan).


	8.
	
Chorus of 'Veritas' Reporters and Solo—'Our Reputations Horrible.'

Air—Original Music.


	9.
	
Chorus of Y.M.C.A. Maids—'Full of Indignation.'

Air—'Comes the Broken Flower' (Sullivan).


	10.
	
Solo—'I am the Great O'Bluster.'

Air—'With a Sense of Deep Emotion' (Sullivan).


	11.
	
Chorus of Y.M.C.A. Boarders—'There's Lice in the Washtub.'

Air—Traditional.


	12.
	
Final Chorus—'Well, Thank Jehovah.'

Air—'With Joy Unbounded' (Sullivan).








Act Two




	1.
	
Chorus of Land Girls and Solo—'The Cows are Coming Home.'

Air—'Don't Sit Under the Apple Tre.'


	2.
	
Solo—'I Couldn't Sleep a Wink Last Night.'

Air—'I Couldn't Sleep a Wink Last Night.'


	3.
	
Trio—'The Three Mighty Planners.'

Air—'Three Little Sisters.'


	4.
	
Chorus of Bogie-Wogies—'Bogie-Wogie Spectres.'

Air—'Onward Christian Soldiers' (Sullivan).


	5.
	
Solo—'I Just Dropped in for a Minute.'

Air—'His Rocking Horse Ran Away.'


	6.
	
Solo—'I'm Nutty Over Hamlet.'

Air—'An Apple for the Teacher.'


	7.
	
Chorus of Red Pawns—'Then Fill up the Glasses.'

Air—'Tra la la.'


	8.
	
Final Chorus—

Air—'Lili Marlene.'
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	1.
	
Chorus of Land Girls and Solo—'The Cows are Coming Home.'

Air—'Don't Sit Under the Apple Tre.'


	2.
	
Solo—'I Couldn't Sleep a Wink Last Night.'

Air—'I Couldn't Sleep a Wink Last Night.'


	3.
	
Trio—'The Three Mighty Planners.'

Air—'Three Little Sisters.'


	4.
	
Chorus of Bogie-Wogies—'Bogie-Wogie Spectres.'

Air—'Onward Christian Soldiers' (Sullivan).


	5.
	
Solo—'I Just Dropped in for a Minute.'

Air—'His Rocking Horse Ran Away.'
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Solo—'I'm Nutty Over Hamlet.'
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"Peter in Blunderland"


A Dialectical Fantasy in Two Negations


Produced by 
Ronald L. Meek.


Stage Management: 
H. Williamson.


Ballets by Miss 
Moira Wicks.


Musical Direction: 
D. Cohen.





Scenes



Act One—



	1.
	A room in Parliament Buildings.


	2.
	A Tunnel.


	3.
	Humpty-Dumpty's Wall.


	4.
	An Orchard.


	5.
	The Caucus Race-course.


	6.
	The Tunnel.


	7.
	A Court of Justice.




Act Two—



	1.
	A Sea Shore.


	2.
	A Forest.


	3.
	The Duchess's Kitchen.


	4.
	A Civic Theatre.


	5.
	A Field.


	6.
	Humpty Dumpty's Wall.


	7.
	A Garden.








Caste


(In Order of Appearance)






	
Chorus of Typistes

	
Jean Priest, Joan Taylor, Jean Hawthorn, Beverley Morris, Margaret Eccles, Freda Moor, Jackie Richards, Julie Flett, Joan Sim, Cecil Fowler, Marie Marshall, Catherine Crosse, Jackie Patrick, Elizabeth Daniell.





	
Chorus of Secretaries

	
Alister Hall, Ted Jones, Dick Warner, Lester Paul, Dave Hempleman, Reg. Berney, John Ziman, Chum Paterson, Kerry Jordan, Fanny Walker, Alex. Williams.





	
Peter

	
Dennis Hartley







"Oh, teach the natives of this land



(Who are not quick to understand)



How to work off their social and



Political arrears!"


—W. S. Gilbert.







	
Balder Dash—the Kidderminster Cat

	
Pix Hurrell







"A complicated gentleman allow me to present,



Of all the arts and faculties the terse embodiment."


—W. S. Gilbert.







	
The White Rabbit

	
W. Easterbrook-Smith







"He bought white ties, and the bought dress suits,



He crammed his fet into bright tight boots—"


—W. S. Gilbert.










	
Humpty-Dumpty

	
K. T. Fowler







"Utopia's much too big for one small head—



I'll float it as a Company Limited!"


—W. S. Gilbert.







	
Chorus of Soldiers

	
Jeff Stewart, Bill Cameron, Roy Dickson, Trevor Levy, Barry Perham, Bruce McSweeney, Eric Hall, Paul Vella, Errol Jones, Alan Thomsen, Ted Bradstock, H. B. Baker, Kneale Mark, Peter Jenkins, John Eccles, Chris. Small.





	
Gas Mainsford, Mare of Farmerston

	
Alan Martin







"Widen your thoroughfares and flush your drains!"


—W. S. Gilbert.







	
The Harsh Hare

	
Brian J. Duffy







"Did you hear him—did you hear him?



Oh, the monster overbearing!



Don't go near him—don't go near him—



He is swearing—he is, wearing!"


—W. S. Gilbert.







	
The Mad Hatter

	
Gordon Stuckey







"The expression 'If you please'



A particularly gentlemanly tone implants."


—W. S. Gilbert.







	
The Dormouse

	
Bruce Milburn







"He never should bow down to a domineering frown



Or the tang of a tyrant tongue."


—W. S. Gilbert.







	
Chorus of Spectators

	
Rita Ruben, Jackie Richards, Elizabeth Daniell, Peggy Martin, Vicky Fussell, Dick Warner, Marie Marshall, Jean Priest, Barbara Corkill, Lorna Pye, Jolene Park, Jean Hawthorn, Reg. Berney, Lester Paul, Dave Hempleman, Margaret Eccles, Evan Watts, Jackie Patrick.





	
Chorus of White Pawns

	
Joy Bartley, John Richardson, Denzil Brown, Bryan Stanley, J. P. Coutts, Geraldine Player, Joan Clarke, S. Leonard-Taylor, T. McKenzie, Bob Hopkirk, G. Evernden, L. Murphy, Cecil Saker.





	
Red King

	
Stan. Campbell







"The Lord High Bishop orthodox—



The Lord High Coachman on the box—



The Lord High Vagabond in the stocks—



They all shall equal be!"

—W. S. Gilbert.










	
Chorus of Jurymen

	
John Richardson, S. Leonard - Taylor, L. Murphy, G. Evernden, T. McKenzie, Bob Hopkirk, Bryan Stanley, Evan Watts, J. P. Coutts.





	
Sir Cycle Tyres

	
Ted Jones







"The Law is the true embodiment



Of everything that's excellent.



It has no kind of fault or flaw,



And I, my Lords, embody the Law."


—W. S. Gilbert.







	
The Clerk of Court

	
Alister Hall





	
A Chorus of Barristers

	
Reg. Berney, Kerry Jordan, John Ziman





	
Humphrey O'Bluster, K.C.

	
Fanny Walker





	
Clever Bane

	
Barry Perham





	
Chorus of Veritas Reporters

	
Bill Cameron, Bruce McSweeney, Eric Hall, H. B. Baker, John Eccles, Paul Vella, Kneale Mark.





	
Chorus of Y.M.C.A. Maids

	
Jeff Stewart, Errol Jones, Roy Dickson, Peter Jenkins, Alan Thomsen, Ted Bradstock, Trevor Levy, Chris. Small.





	
Chorus of Y.M.C.A. Boarders

	
Lester Paul, Noel Brown, Alex Williams, Bruce Milburn, Henk Schwimmer, Albert Moore.





	
Foreman of the Jury

	
Denzil Brown





	
Haybell Cowyard

	
Margaret Eccles







"Mighty maiden with a mission,



Paragon of common sense,



Running fount of erudition,



Miracle of eloquence."


—W. S. Gilbert.







	
A Chorus of Land Girls

	
Rita Ruben, Cecil Fowler, Lorna Pye, Jean Priest, Peggy Martin, Jolene Park, Jean Hawthorn, Vicky Fussell, Joy Bartley, Beverley Morris, Freda Mooor, Aileen Casey, June Flett, Geraldine Player, Elizabeth Daniell, Joan Sim, Jackie Richards, Marie Marshall, Barbara Corkill, Joan Clarke, Jackie Patrick, Cecil Saker.





	
The Dock Turtle

	
Gib Bogle







"Why linger here Where all is drear?


—W. S. Gilbert.










	
The Gryphon

	
Pix Hurrell







"'Tis then this warrior's eys and sabre gleam



For our protection—



He represents a military scheme



In all its proud perfection!"


—W. S. Gilbert.







	
Tweedlesid

	
D. Saker





	
Tweedlelee

	
Chum Paterson





	
The Duchess of Marlborough

	
Kerry Jordan







"My face is unattractive . . . but I have a left shoulder-blade



That is a miracle of loveliness."


—W. S. Gilbert.







	
The Spectre De L'Oncle Sam

	
John Ziman





	
Blowey Spoutjoy—The White Knight

	
Reg. Berney







"New plays I read with jealous eyes



And purify the stage."


—W. S. Gilbert.







	
High Horse

	
Tom McKenzie, Larry Murphy





	
Hamlet

	
W. Easterbrook-Smith





	
Marcellus

	
Bruce Milburn





	
Horatio

	
Lester Paul





	
Hamlet's Father's Ghost

	
Jeff Stewart





	
A Chorus of Bogie-Wogies

	
Jeff. Stewart, Peter F. Jenkins, Chris. Small, Alan Thomsen, Ted Bradstock, Trevor Levy, Roy Dickson.





	
First Ghost

	
Jeff. Stewart





	
Ophelia

	
Joan Easterbrook-Smith





	
Claudius

	
Alex Williams





	
Gertrude

	
Joan Taylor








Marx Bros.—



	
Harpo

	
Henk Schwimmer





	
Chico

	
Noel Brown





	
Groucho

	
Albert Moore












	
Karl Marx

	
Dick Warner





	
Red Knight

	
Alan Martin





	
Chorus of Red Pawns

	
Alister Hall, Ted Jones, Jean Priest, Gordon Stuckey, Dick Warner, Beverley Morris, Freda Moor, Jackie Richards, Aileen Casey, Julie Flett, Joan Sim, Barbara Corkill, Fanny Walker, Cecil Fowler, Jackie Patrick.





	
White Queen

	
Catherine Crosse







"I vow my complexion



Derives its perfection



From somebody's soap—which it doesn't!"



Prompter: 
Miss V. Rich.


Odds and Sods, Flotsam and Jetsam, Courtiers, Etc.
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Uirtoria University College Students

— PRESENT THEIR

—1945——
Sxtravaganza

“Peter in Blunderland’

R. L. MEEK & W. B. BLAND

v

Municipa! Opera House B Palmerston North
Friday and Saturday, 18th and 19th May

PROCEEDS IN AID OF
Patriotic Funds, Palmerston North
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