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Extrav
best

years

More liguorish than lickerish, Extrav. 1956 was undoubtedly

the best variety show in town,

Gay songs, bright costumes and

exuberant spirits—together with the strongest group of princi-
pals for some years—produced a show that everyone should

have seen.

Producer Rich revealed Varsity talent with a lavish hand;
in the struggle between humour and the script only the audience
was the winner. From Wilf (**No Credit”) Owen to the Rt, Hons.
themselves (not to mention a couple of recent knights on their
daze off), from the biggest bloomer to {he smallest brain, the
galaxy of political nondescripts appeared in familinr guise, ca-
vorted merrily from the Far West to the Deep Freeze South
and fnished knee-deep in chorus and carousel in the Upper Gym.

As Sid, old Extravite Dennis Brown
sustained a familiar roie with too few
opportunities to display his pleasant
BiNgINE vaoice.

Rosemary Lovegrove's tremendous
stage personality communicated zest
to every scene, and a nasally-clear
voice left no word unheard and no
turn unsioned.

Svlvienne Cockburn as Sally exu-
berated attractively; both cast and
audience have taken her to theis
heart,

Sheriff outstanding

Ted Woodfteld ns the “rootin'est,
tootin'est sheriff in the West™ is the
find of the year; a pleasant clear
voice and a good characterization
made his performance the most inter-
esting in the show; more of Ted and
Rosemary in Act II would have sus-
tained the polish of the firat act.

In Ross ('Rourke was the best Wol
{for years,

Ron Polson 18 a man of many parts,
and he played most of them in this
Extrav. Rosemary and Ron have
perfected their jazz act at many a
bash: although similar stimulation
would have added the little extra we
expected, the audience vespomte was
terrific. The “"booze” song brought
back childhood memoyies,

The team of Homewood and Ferrvers
was much more amusing this year;
hoth have engaging stage presence
and oldest jokes since Adam raised
Cuin,

Ted {“Geargie Porgie™) Bhroeder
taxed the wardrobe resources to the
full: it was a pity that more use was
not made of his comie talent and
ultra-counter-tenpoy voice,

As premicre danseuse, Tom Garland
was too good; some of the audience
were taken in by his propriety and
carnest technique. He lacked the
comic flair of, say, Colin Gordon, but
nevertheless performed very well, As
usual, the male ballet was a moetley
bunch of stinking viclets and sweaty
williams.

Talented principals

Ail the principals sang clearly and
wherever they sang loud enaugh
hardly a line was missed. It is diff-
cult to recall in Extrave over the last
cight years such a talented group of
pringcipals. The chorus, younger this
viear than previpusly, provided more
than adequate decoration, was just as
unwieldy in  movement, but sang
quite well,

The “Bewitched, Bothered, and Be-
wildered” number with Dennis Brown
was the best chorus number in the
show. Perhaps at last VUC can try a
musical comedy nlong “Salad Davs"
and "Guyas and Dolls” lines, perhaps
cven o show with a plot.

The lyrica to familiar tunes were
catehy, competent, and clever, with-
out resching the heights of isolated
Iyrics in  previous shows. Garth
Young's band in the modern style was
aa good as any touring band heard at
the Opera House, but, as ususl, the
brass needed firmer control

Awkward stage-movements some-

timea marred the fluency of the pro-
duction and Iate entrancea spoilt co-
hesion. Lighting was adequate and
unexciting, except for the “macabre”
number, The first net was gpood, the
secomd not so, but a rousing finale
continued a worthy puractice.

The seript was more coherent than
usual, with fewer bewildering devolu-
tions, transformations, and transi-
tions. Some members of the audi-
ence complained about viewing for
the umpteenth vear the same old
characters, but undoubtediy they were
more akilfully (and more gninfully
employed).

The international scene was not
prominent, and apparently the barbed
political reference of Bollinger and
gang has gone out of fashion. Simi-
larly, good old-style sex found ne
ilace in a rather antiseptic Extrav,,
and lavatory humour caused not the
slightest flush.

Possive aadience

Holiday spirit was lacking; the an-
titence before the show and during
interval was bovine in  passivily;
there were much fewer L}:}HH, no
haka- party, amd no interval enter-
tainment. The interval show has been
an integral part of the Extrav. tra-
cdition for manv years; it is a pity
that over the last two years it has
been atlowed to lapse,

OFf the eight Extravs we have seen,
none gave greater promige than "The
Seven Year Swiltch.” Rumour has it
that Bill Sheat is airpady writing the
next show, Such talent as we have
in Sylvienne, Rosemary, Dénnis, Ted,
Hon, Ross, Tony, Derek and capeci-
ally Ted Shroeder, should not be
wasted.,

This year's show was gooil, very
good; what it could be next year is
foreshndowed by the “Bewitehed”
number, the twoe Teds' songs, Svivi-
cnne and Rosemary's dances, Dennis'’
and Rosa' sparring match, nnd Dorek
and Tony's crosg-chat. No one at
Vie. should have missed this show.

Election issue of
Salient next week

Salient will next week publish its

annual “blurb  issue™ prior to the
Executive elections on Friday., Mon-
day and Tuesday. With the ¢o-

operation of candidates whe wish: to
inciude “blurbs,” the issue should ap-
pear on Thursday,

The following week an eight-page
issue of Salient will be published, con-
taining a full coverage of student
activities, including m comprehensive
review and criticism of capping cele-
brations, and numerous special an
ticlies,

We apologise to those contributors
whose copy we have not been able to
include in this issue throug! lack of
apace.  ALS(o various bodies, par-
ticularly the SCM, who were to have
received publicity in this issue when
it was originally scheduled to appear
earlier,

“ligious clubs of the college.

1956 was Dr. Walsh Killed in

motor accident

It is with the utmost sorrow and regret that we record the
tragic death of the Rev. Francis Hugh Walsh, D.D., well-known
priest and lecturer in History and Political Science at Victoria

University College, on May 9.

Dr. Walsh was killed when a car in which he was travelling
on the Johnsonville-Porirua highway, overturned. Dr. Walsh
was priest of the parish of St. Vincent de Paul, Northland.

Dr, Walsh was born in Christchurch
in 1910. He was educated there and
later at the Greenmeadown seminary
and at Holy Crons, Mosgicl, He wan
ordained in 1934 while a student of
Irish College, Home, where he ob-
tained his doclorate,

During the war he war chaplain
with New Zealand forces in Egypt
and Iialy and with J Force. In 1949
he took a degree st Campion Halt,
Oxford.

In parish work in this country Dr.
Walsh was highly respecied, particu-
larly for his work for church musie.

The Evening Post said of Dr. Walsh

Social Democrat
Society’s first
meeting

“The formation of this elub is no!
an attempt to split the Socialist Club;
members of either Club gre free to
join the other,” said Hector MacNeill
at the imaugural meeting of the Social
Democerat Society, May 3).

He drew an analogy wath the re-
"As the
S.C.M. is open to all Christians, and
the Anglican Society, in practice, con-
fined to those with n special view-
point, sa the Socialist Club is open to
all socialists, while the Social Demo-
crat Society sets out achicving its
aims in a particulnr way.”

The draft Constitution was aceepted
except where it provided for a single
gecretrry-treasurer, In the accepted
Constitution these offices were separ-
ated. The officers clected were: presi-
dent, H. MacNeill; seerctary Kath-
rine Rlakelock; treasurer, A, Waood;
committee: G, Townsley aml Susen

Mitealfe,
A motion that the new  socicty
should make every effort to maintsin

friendly relations with the ather ¢luhs
in the college, particularly with the
Socinlist Club, was passed uvnani-
mously, &5 was another, moved by
Pip Piper, that no restriction be
placed on members of cither the So-
cialist Club or the Soein) Demperat
Seciety from belonging to the other,

Society’s policy

The Social Democrat Scciety i3 to
be a club for “indépendent left-wing
liverals believing in ‘democratic so-
cialism',” said one of those concerned
in the sociely's organization shortly
before the inmugural meeting.

The society's policy will be 10 stien-
uously oppose cncroachments on our
democratie vights and freedoms from
any quarter, and gencrally to con-
cern auraclves with all matters either
of particular interest o the student
body or of genersl importance,” he
added.

“This Iatter nim would not secem to
e exclusive to the Secinl Democrat
Society—but we annot deny that it
ig #bout timeg VUC showed it is
neither a 'hotbed of Communiam' ner
a 'home of reaction’. but in the true
and enlightened " university atyle, it
can foster that body of democralic
left-wing liberals who will doubtless
have so much influence in the com-
munity in future years”

that he “could truly be described an
a cultured man. He had a deep know.
ledge of music, art and history, and
wns casentinlly & scholar. He was
noted as a fine preacher and excellent
lecturer,”

In the lecture reom Dr. Walsh spoke
with a polished dignity which is rare;
his students eould not fail to be imy-
pressed by the thorough and precise
manner in which he presented his
ideas—the fruit of wide and discern-
ing reading,

A master of epigram and bon mot,
he was one of that rare species of
Universily teachers whose lectures
are artistically complete in themselves
and vet impart to the student the
desire to immerse himsell more deeply
in the subject out of sheer interest
and enjoyment,

Mr Holland lays
stone of new
science block

*This college has far and away the
pourest accommodation in the Em-
pire for extra-curricular activities”
said the chairman of the Victoria Uni-
versity College Council, De. P, 1), M.
Stout, at the ceremony for layine the

foundation stone of the new VUC
scienee building, May 10.

Amongsat those present were the
Prime Minister {Me, 5. G, Hollund},

who laid the stone (“Incidentatly,
ladies amd gentlemen, the level 1 am
using was the one with which He-
Majesty the Queen levelled the stone
of our new Cathedenl™), the Miniater
of Edueation {Mr, Algie), the At-
torney-General { My, Marshall), and
the Leader of the Opposition My
Nash).

A large proportion of the college
ataff, members of the College Couneil,
representatives of the Educalion De-
partment and student representativea
aiso attended the ceremony, which
was held under tarpaulin shelters
owing 4o rain.

The new building will house the de-
partments of chemistry, geography
and gealogy.

D)y, Stout doevoted most of his ad-
idreas to the problem of accommoda-
tion — including facilities for the
"numerous and important activities
cutside the clasaroom libeary and la-
boratory.”

Dr, Stout aaid substantial sumas
had been raised 4o build*a new stu-
dent union building at VUC and
sketch plans had been preparse and
approved by all sectiona of the enl-
lege and the Education Department.
The scheme is now awaiting Cabinet
approval.

Mr. Holland mentioned tha: he and
Mr. Algie and Mr. Marshall had just
left o meeting of Cabinet to abiend
the ¢eremaony,

In an obvious reference o criticism
of Mr., Algie by groups within and
connected with the University, Mr
Holland snid: “I may say that bath
the Government and edueation in this
country are extremely fortunate to
have a mes with Mr, Algie’s qualifi-
cations to administer that portfolio.
He has neglected no part of his preat
responsibilities, and all branches of
cducation are grateful for his work.”
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Some thoughts on the
Exec. elections

Nominations for the f{orth-
coming VUCSA Executive elec-
tions close at the association’s
office at noon this Saturday,
June 16. The elections will be
held about a week later. Next
week a special edition of Salient
will be published containing
“blurbs” of those who have a¢-
cepted nomination. We ask read-
ers now to take evervthing that
will be said in that issue with
sbout n ton of salt.

The rules and regulations gov-
erning the conduct of elections
are such that it is impossible to
make the “election blurb issue”
any better than the list of nebu-
lous achievementas and fatuous
promises which the candidates
include in their election “‘plat-
forms."

To cast doubt on the reliability
of the “blurb issue” is not to
say it is entirely useless. It con-
tains useful and interesting de-
tails of candidates’ previous ac-
tivities in student affnirs; it telis
‘you what commitiees they've
been on, for instance.

It is not at all dificult for a
student in this college to get on
to half a dozen committees, even
in his first wvear, if he goes
about it in the right wav. And

there need be absolutely no work
involved. But of course, it looks
good to the unwary voter read-
ing the “blurbs.”

We would strongly recommend
those who are not acquainted
with the Exec. election system
to be very careful about attach-
ing too much importance to the
“BHlurbs,” But, since there is al-
roost a total absence of any form
of electioneering, there is unfor-
tunately no other guide to the
voter except personal knowledge
of the suitability of the various
candidates.

Finally, we would like to see
a rather more responsible atti-
tude to the elections on the part
of those nominated .than has
been evident in the past, Last
vear's election was turned into a
farce by some candida who
treated the atfair as a joke. And
there were others .who, when
standing, had absolutely no idea
what they would be expected to
do if elected. This is irresponst-
hility.

There is no room for such atti-
tudes in an election for people to
administer the finance and af-
fairs of a union of more than
2000 members.

Debate on CMT
was disappointing

“That Compulsory Military Training be abolished in”New
Zealand” was the subject considered at the Debating Club on

Friday, June 1.

It was not very interesting.

Only the regulars

were there—a pity, because the subject concerns nearly all the
men at this University—and few speakers showed any brilliance.
Two speakers devoted all their time to elaborate parables which
had not even relevance to compensate for their dullness, and the
entire case of one side showed that a grasp of the elements of
political science was beyond them.

Thomas began by saving that
C.M.T. should only be suffered at a
time of erisis. Peacetime conscription
was a4 repudintion of the ideas of
Liberalism which believes men to be
frec.

Blackwood, a well-reasoned  and
most interesting speaker, said that
the Greeks, from whom we have mueh
of what ia best in our society, thought
defence of the State part of one's edu-
cation. He stressed the use of C.M.T.
as part of 8 need for general pre-
paredness, as a foree for internal se-
curity, and as n contribution towards
our international obligations. (“8a
Sid ecan sip cocktails on an eoqunl
footing with the president of the
U.S." as someone commented later.)
_Hebenton suggested that the world
gituation had changed, that today
there is no crisis, and anvhow stomic
warfare hna made our training
scheme antiquated and useless. Last
of tha aet speakers, Larsen, extalled
the “by-products” of the scheme—
discipline, commadeship, and s0 on.

Many spepkers but . ..

A large number of speakers from
the fioor followed. Some had n posi-
tive contribution to make. Someone
{1 forget who} exploded Thomas'
“liberalism” idens as bunkum, Wood
suggrested aid to underdeveloped ecoun-
tries rs o means of preventing future
war at the source, and Miss Blake-

jock said that when 8 country has
accepted the need for military training
it has aiso decided the idea of the
inevitability of war.

Whitta said that those who suggest-
ed change in the present sel-up were
off the track, because to chanpe ia
nat to abolish, and Piper said why
have C.M.T. when we've got such an
“outstanding police force."

The most complete statement of the
views of the affirmative came from
MacNeill, SEATO is of doubtful com-
patability with the UN; young men
have been known to be brutalized or
politically indoetrinated in the army.
We could use the money better other
ways, warfare means atomic warfare,
and this traiming will be useless, and
man 8 not naturally pugnaciouz as
same have said.

.+ « Some omissions

Some things were not mentioned.
No Christian speaker for the nega-
tive attempted to explain away . his
attitude in the face. of Christ's
straightforward statement in the Ser-
mon on the Mount on the subject. And
speakers were quite happy to aceent
that man iz naturally bellicose “be-
cause there have always been wars,”
forgetting that the word “‘war" hag
not always meant the same thing
throughout history, -

And the motion was lost,
very stisnge. . . .

It ig a

To the Editor

“Socialism through
Democracy”

Dear Sir,—From time to time discussion has taken place, in

Europe in particular,
“popular front” between

around the question of the creation of a
democratic Secialists and Commundsts.

Since the dissolution of the Cominform Bureau and the broad

“Let's have unity” hints t!‘lmw
Europe by Bulganin and Krusc

inlo prominence,
It may seem a

to the pelitical alignments of _New
but there are in fact similar 1ssues of

The Socialist Club at VUC
has, over the year, provided Socialists
of all shades of epinion with a forum
to ajr their views and act on issues
which had the suport of a majority of
the ¢lub, It has done this, in my opin-
ion, most successfully and should con-
tinue to go on doing it, but at the
same time it seems ovident that there
iz need for another student club or
group oriented towards a particular
Social Democratic programme.

In effeel this type of club could
meet the need of those students who
want to adopt and popularise the *So-
cialism through Democracy” that is
the basis of West European Demo-
cratic Socialist parties. There is, 1
think, an anslogy that can be drawn
between this re-grouping of the Left
and that which obtains among Chris-
tians in the University.

There are at present, I believe, no
less than four religious clubs ail of
whom are concerned with the Chris.
tian faith and paths to salvation; yet
there are no obstacles that I know of
to prevent an individual student from
belonging to twoe or more of them f
he wishes.

Strengthening the Left

Just in the same way it seems to me
desirable that it should be possible for
an individus! student to belong to the
Socialist Club with its present hroad
compass while belonging, if he wishes,
to a Social Democrat Society with
more particular aims. There need, of
course, be no dntagonism between
such student groupings and [ think
that the Left at the university could
be considerably styengthened by such
an arrangement.

It can scarcely be denied that over
the vears many students have come to
regard the Socialist Club as being too
close 1o one particular party line,
and while this has been far from true
in recent years it has, nevertheless,
prevented the participation in peliti-
cal life of any sort for not a few
students.

In order that students may join a
club or society without the fear that
they may be committing themselves to
membership of a group which includes
people with whom they. sre fundamen-
tally at variance on matters of prin-
ciple this new type of club should
drnft its constitution with consider-
able care. No one wishes to exclude
any student from joining any club,
but at the same time it should unam-
biguoualy state its fundamental prin-
ciples. Those students who do adhere
to it can then be expected to rally to
ita support without the slightest con-
cetn about its ultimate objectives.

CP should affiliate

It seems to me highly desjrable, too,
that the university branch of the
Communist Party should openly affili
ate with the Students’ Association as
student branches of the British Com-
muntst Party do at the larger univer-
sitiex in the United Kingdom. Up till
now the university branch of the CP
at Victoria College haa preferred nit
to do s0 and while the rxcessive witeh
hunt hysteriaz of the cold war was on
their reasons for not doing so were
understandable and can, in part, be
sympathised with, but now with a
considerable improvement in the cold
war, they and the College could only
stand to benefit by declaring them-
selves openly.

For my-own part [ can see¢ extreme-
ly little ground for common action
beiween Demoeratic Socialist  and
and Communist while infamous deeds
such as the sale of Czech arms to the
Neo-Fascist Nuasser Government in
Egvpt are going on.

At the same time I am slways pre-
pared &6 hear their point of view and
debate with them important jssues of
the day; but the words spoken by
the Chairman of the NZCP, Vie Wil-
cox In November, 1952—"0Our aim
must be to break the role of -Social
democracy in the working class move-

n out to the Social Democrats in
hev, this matier has again come

far cry from the arena of European peolitics

Zealand Univergity leftists,
principle involved.

ment”"—provide for me at least one
powerful objection for a resarrection
of the notion of the Popular Front.
I, am., SPARTACUS

[This letter was written prior to

the Social Democrat Society’s insug-
ura! meeting—Ed.}

eile.,

University teaching

Dear 8ir,—The efficiency of the
teaching at this university ia & aub-
jeet people do not seem to gquestion.
The absence of eriticipm is most not-
able. It is not that people tend to be
unecritical, for matters of foreign pol-
iy and the merits of the latest models
of molor-cars scem %o be a constant
source of heated argument; is it then
that we consider education a privil-
ege and would not therefore look this
gift-hovse in the mouth? Such an
attitude would, of course, be incon-
sistent with the spirit of enguiry.

We have a purpose here, we work
towards a goal. We hope that our
efforts here will in some way oquip
us for the warious tasks that lie
rhead.

After every single lecture, tutorial,
we shoud be gble to assess the ground
covercd towards this goal. Attending
leetures merely because a 70 per cemt.
altendance is required for terms is
wasle of time which could probably be
used more profitably otherwise,

We have a fair selection of books
available to us, containing almost all
the information we are likely to re-
quire; it is no longer the duty of the
lecturer to provide us with all the
factual information, it ia the key to
its unsorted mass that he should pro-
vide.

Classes too big?

Thus we must consider the question
—Are we not having too many lec-
tures in classes that are 400 big?
Would it not be better Lo have a lec-
tureé once a week or once a fortnight
in some subjects and use the two or
more hours thus freed for intenaive
preparation for that one lecture.

Then again are we not endeavour-
ing to cover oo wide a feld in some
subjects inadequately? We must bear
in mind that the apread of educa-
tion opened up by the university to
students who hitherto would never
have had the oppartunity to sitend
it. Nathrally many of this class of
students arve inferier in ability to the
few whoe against greater odds found
their way to higher education pre-
viousiy, through  their superior
talents,
~ Therefore now the apan of ability
is greator and it is unfair to expect
the average student of today to at
tain the level of the students of the
past selected from the very besl.

Would it not be preferable to en-
dow studenta with a real underatand-
ing of their subjects through a limited
sphere thun 1o scan vast flelds whiek
even, the most erudite scholars couid
scarcely fathom within such & limited
pericd? These are some of the points
that come to my mind after a lecture
which was quite beyond me, and thus
from my point of view guite futile

If these lines get others to reflect
upon the teaching they receive they
have achieved their purpoese!

I am, ete,, 4. CEGLEDY.

A correction

Denr Sir — While not necessarily
dissenting from remarks quoted under
my name in your report of the stafl-
student debate in the issue of May 3,
Mav 1 disclaim having made any re-
maerks “on the female's reproductive
organs” or Mrs. Ross—at least on
that occasion.—I am, etc.,

G. A. WOOD.
{Sorry, our mistake—FEd.)
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The following article .explaining the background to the recent succesaful clalm
for University staff salary increases was written by Mr. E. K. Braybrooke, lec-
turer in Law at VUC and president of the New Zepland Assoclation of Ual-

versity teachern

Background to
University staff
salary problem

It is unusual for University teachers to engage collectively
in polemics with the Government of the day. It is even more
unusual for University teachers (at any rate in this country)
;ood.lr publicly their dissatisfaction with their present economic

The tradition has been that University teachers, like scien-
tists, think little of the material rewards but much more of the
intrinsic interest of the job in hand and the contribution they
are making to the community at large. It might be well for
this country if that-tradition were not insisted upon too strongly:
indeed, both scientists and University teachers have in recent

years departed from it.
‘What then is the dackground to Lhe

claims of Univeraily teachera that
their salarics should be increased sub-
stantially?

For the information of students,
who themselves are vitally concerned
in matters which affect the welfare of
the University and the community,
this is an attempt to outline briefly
the problems which face Univeraity
teachers, University authovities and
the Government, in connection with
Univeraity ies.

The first factor to be considered iz
that the University competes for stafl
in sn international markel. It ia ob-
viously essential that the University
in New Zealand shall be as well stafl-
ed—that is, staffed with teachers of
as high a calibre—as are universities
overseas,

That being the case it must compete
with those universities for staff, It

can only compete on equal terms if’

it can offer ries and working con-
ditions comparable with those which
obtain in universities elsewhere in
English-speaking countries. This sim-
ple truism formed the principal argu-
ment on which the salary elaim just
negotiated was based,

Difficult comparison

Nevertheless, it is one thing to as-
pert that university teachers here
must be paid salaries comparable
with those paid in other universities
within the nwealth; it is quite
another thing 1o arrive at a satisfac-
tory basis of comparison. Mere com-
parison of salaries in equal currency
units’ is by no means the only cri-
terion.

Is the university Pro!emr in Eng-
Iand on a salary of £2150 better or
worse off than his New Zealand coun-
terpart on the same salary? What is
his standard of living on that sum?
What are his oportunities for earn-
ing additional monies, e.g., by exter-
nal examin (which often adds con-
siderably to the income of senior Eng-
lish University teachers)? How does
his superannuation scheme compare
with that which operates in New Zea-
land? What additional value will he
place oI;‘ i;'lil f!mdnm io mclnl\;e agout
among colleagues in other Eng-
lish and Continental Universities, %n
comparison to the isolation of his
countzrpart in New Zealand?

All these questions and a number of
others will have lo be answe
fore it can be decided what amount of
galary in New Zealand will be suffi-
cient to tempt the man who is well in
the running for a chair in his sub-
fect in England to take the plunge
and come out to New Zealand. And
what applies to professors applies
alko mutatis mutondis to other grades

of stafl. .
it is significant that the British
lonial lﬁtnlvemitlu generally offer

not only higher salaries than the av-

e Ey saluries for comparable

el o g
rovisions for travel mnd leava.

v It is perhaps also ll{n.[lclp‘t that

the present salaries in the main Aus-

tralian Universities, converted to ater-
ling, are higher than the correspond-
ing average English salariea; though
again questions of the relative cost
and standard of living must be settled
before any satiafactory comparison

h 2]
“Ji:mugh has been snid to indicate

both the importance for the univer-
sity of being able to compete on the
overseas market and the difficully of
arrviving at & really satisfactory basis
for comparison. But it must not be
forgotten that universily teachers will
also be recruited from among New
Zealanders; indced, it in essential that
o good proportion of the stafl should
be New Zealanders.

Of course, it must be ensured that
the good New Zealander is paid a
sufficient salary to prevent him from
drifting overscas too readily; but it
is equally important that within New
Zealand the ur:i-.;::mil;tgl:l shall hclannble
to compete with other employing
bodies for tho best'men and women to
form its teaching staff,

For this reason university ‘salaries
cannot be completely diaseciated from
the New Zenlapd wage and salary
structure; not only must the univer-
sity not lag behind overseas univer-
sity salaries, it must not lag behind
the general level of salaries paid to
persons of similar experience and
training to university teachers within
New Zealand.

This lag is most likely to occur in
inflationary periods such as the pre-
sent, and especially when inflation in
New Zealand is pmﬁgmuing at a more
rapid rate than inflation overseas.

Economisis have asserted, for ox-
amsgle. that during the peviod 1951.
1955 inflation in New land was
mote rapid than inflation in England.
If this is correct a simple parity
of salaries with English salavies
throughout the peri in nuestion
might not have been in the best inter-
csts of the univeraity. This consid-
eration, too, may account for the cur-
rent disparity between Australian and
English salaries.

But a further factor occurs here,
which universily teachers may dis-
like but which they canont ignore,
This is that, since the majority of
university finance comes from the
Government, no Government can be
expected to view with favour 2 move-
ment of university salaries which puts
them completely out of line with the
general wage and salary structure of
New Zealand, and particularly with
the general wage and salary strue-
ture of the State scrvices.

is, Iiow State muah;:a hat th
It of course, a t e
salaries paid in the State services
are at the present time far too low;
or perhaps rather that there is still
a totally inadequate margin for skill,
professionel training an responasibil-
ity. Nevertheless, New Zealanders ap-
r to approve, if they do not active-
rud mand, a relatively egalitarian
scale of wages and salaries.
Therefore, though university teach-
ers believe quite firmly that it would
bir in the best interesta of the univer-
gity if it could compete on equal
terms with overseas universities, even
if it meant raising professorial sal-
aries to the £3,250 now offered by (to
take an extreme example) “the Uni-
versity of Heng Kong, they realise
that it is asking a lot of any Gov-
E Ement that it should agreo~to pay

rticular clgspisf persons, out of
public funds, h hﬂl’" salaries than
which are paid

but the
permanent

to any
top few heads.
q‘lle remedy of course would be to

Reply to
of MRA

e, 0o o
criticism
(By a graduate
working for MRA)

Two articles on Roral Re-Armament have recently appeared
in Salient. The first, by James Baynard-Smith, dealt with the
real issue in the world today—how to bring an answer to the
divisions if ideology, class, race and nation—and gave evidence
on a global scale of the uniting power of MRA.

The second, by Conrad Bollinger, did not attempt to grapple
with this basic issue of division, which, unless solved, will drag
all pa.tions to nuclear catastrophe,

Instead, Mr. Bollinger strung to-
rether a motley collection of smear-
stories that are too ludicrous to be
taken seriouslv. One "néeds only to
cite his description of George Scldes
a3 “the American Roman Catholic
journalist.” The man to whom he
refers prodaced a weighty volume bit-
terly attacking the Catholic Church.

Agam, informed labour men would
speedily reject Mr. Bollinger'a ‘riclnre
of Burma's Socialist Prime Minister
as being far removed from the truth.
Similarly, those men and women of
MBEA fromy Nerway, Holland, Franee
and other European countrics who

‘suffered for their. faith in Nazi con-

centration camps would quickly give
the lie to his attempts to nssociate
MRA with fascism.

MRA anti-Nazi

Himmler's Geata; in a8 lengthy
report, denounced l’m for “uncom-
p.rumi:infly taking up a frontal posi-
tion against National Sogialiam,” in
that “thmumxe their members
to placg Ives fully beneath the
Chriatian Cross and 1o oppose the
cross of the swasi.ka with the Cross
of Christ.”

In the same way the Communists
have rectymised the radical challenge
of MRA to materialistic philosophics.
Radio Moscow described it as “a glo-
bal ideology, with bridgehcads in
every nation, in its final ghm of total
expansion throughout the world. It
has the power to capture radical, ve-
voluntionary minds,'

It is this fundamenial change in
human nature that is tae Jistinetive
mark of MRA’s superiority over
other ideologics. Without it, socialism
will follow the historical path of all

pay all permanents heads from £3,500
upwards; and indeed a very strong
case could be made for this. A really
effective public demand for the best
possible university in this country
might well provide the starting point
for a general sprudi,nﬁ of margina
throughout all State-paid services.
Indeed, the Government has com-
mitted itself to the view that a
spreading of margins to a certain ox-
tent would be desirable; rget its cur-
rent salary increascs hardly scem to
go far enough in this direction. One
cannot help suggesting that a bolder
policy would undoubtediy puy very
substantial dividends in the long run
in the efficiency of the State services
and the well being of the country.

Enter mediocrity ?

However, that is a battle yet to be
fought; and # must be fought very
jargely by attacking the curremt pub-
lic opinion which favours litari-
anism (dare one say it?) mediocrity.

For it ja mediocrity t which
the battle for higher un wuiot‘r sal-
aries must ultimately be aimed, The
University of New Zealand has up till
now been well served in the quality
and devotion of her teachers. Her
students have held their own in the
universitiea of other lands and have
carried off thelr fair share of the
highest honours.

But competont authoritica assert
that the competition within the Eng-
lish speaking countries for univer-
sity staff will be greater duving the
next ten of fifteen years than it has
ever been before. In that competition
the Univeraity of New Zealand can-
not afford to iag behind, I she does,
the drain of the best people from the
existing ataff will increase, and the
inflow will incvitably be of people at
a lower lovel of competence.

It is against this simple truth that
the other factors that have beon men-
tioned must be weighed. i

If New Zcaland is to choase medioce-
rity in her university system for the
future, it is up to everyone to see
that the choice, if #t is made at all,
is & conseious one, and that the Gov-
ernment, $he political narlies, and the
publie, have the consenuence of the
choice placed fairly and squarcly be-
fore them.

movements which, though starting out
with high ideals, have failed to ans-
wer the materialism in man.

In the words of Robert Edwards,
leading  international Socialist and
General  Scerctary of the British
Chemical Workers” Union: “The oro-
cess within the Labour movement can
be summed up in four wo sacri-
fice, struggle, success, and then stag-
ration.” Thisa ation, he con-
tinues, can be attributed to “*failure
to deal with moral questions.”

MRA meets this need in socialism
but it docs not stop there. 1t is not
interested in preserving the status
quo, but in uprooting self-interest
wherever it exints.

For Frank Buchman (who last
month has been decorated by three
Asian Governments for his work for
world peace) recognizes that any phil-
osophy which sets out to change the
world without changing the motives
of men is too cheap. Only an idea
powerful enough to revelutionise hu-
man nature is able to unite all men
above their differences.

Universal application

Edwin  Gooch, chairman, of the
British Labour Party, summing up
the evidence he had seen of this idea
at work, said, “MRA is breaking down
barriers of division all over the world,
and cstablishing the basis for perman-
ent ﬂeacc
MBRA meets this need in Socialism,
but it does not stop there. It fights
without fear or favour for change
in every party, class, race, nation ar
individunl’needinz change. It i3 uni-
versal in its application and total in
its demands, t menns everything
—our lives, our time and all our pos-
sessions—given to the task of re
making in the world.

Dramatists to
* 2
read Sheridan’s
£c [, b
Critic

A rehearsed reading of Sheridan's
witty burlesque The Critic will be
staged by the Drama Club in ¢on-
Junetion with the English Depart-
ment, on June 21 and in the VUC
Little Theatre.

Among a *‘cast of thousands” that
Producer John Dawick has assembled
will be Elizabeth Kersley, J. Tanne-
hill, D. Vere-Jones, Kathrine Blake-
lock, J, Gamby, T. C. King, Elizabeth

rdon, June England and Gordon
Boyd., Costumes will be Elizabeth
Gordon and June England; Peter
Campbell will be deaigning the sets,
while the music will played bv a
chamber orchestra under Keith
Walker.

The Critic is aceepted ns by far the
best burlesque that has been written
for the English stage. Although the
form of sentimental tragedy t it
pokes fun at no longer infests the
stage, The Critic still delights us to-
tday because of ite wonderful charac-
ter parts and butlesque situations.

First publication
by Press Council

On sale in conjunction with this
jssue of Salient is the first publica-
tion of the recently-formed New Zea-
land University Student s Coun-
¢il. It is & report on the annual
ra::t_inz of NZUSA in Wellington at

urP

The Press Council, formerly known
a3 the N.Z. University Student News-
paper Association, wai reconstituted
lnge affiliated to NZUSA at Easter.
Its aims include the production of n
number of special Euhlintiom such
as this NZUSA supplement each year.
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Dr Toynbee addresses

big VUC

audience

“The domination of the world by North-western Europe
during the last four or five hundred-years is an abnormal state,
We are seeing in our lifetime, with the reawakening of Asia, a
return to a normal state, with the centre of the world more to

the East.”

This was the main point made by Dr. Arnold Toynbee in
the first W. E. Collins Memorial Lecture, given in at VUC on

Wednesday, May

28. A crowd of over five hundred gave this

notable historian a warm come when he rose to talk on
“the impact on the Commonwealth and Empire of an awakening

and developing Asia.”

The “abnormal" ascéndancy of the
Atlantic seaboard of Eum% during
the last five hundred years, Dr. Toyn-
bee said, is a result of the enter-

rise of the sailing uhig: of Pontugal.

Mﬂd”h these can be at sea for
an indefinite time. They do not need
refuelinﬁ bases, and so thoy can go
even where the way has not- been
prepared ahead,

N.W. Eurcpe's summnc}- was o
marvellous feat, and knit the hu-
man race together, though superfici-
ally, The world is very nearly one
economically, but not so apiritually.
But in time mankind must draw
closer together. The alternative con-
sequence is teo terrible,

Return to normal

The N.W. European ascendancy is
pminT awsy before our eyes. The
world is returning to its normal stale
whose pattern is fairly simple. The
%nu]:-al ec:;]tre of :ihoE wWoT, dEia the

uphrates Basin an pt—Europe,
Africa and Eastern Auﬁ are merely
peninsulars from this. The Americas
are islands, separated by the Pacifie
and the Atlantic channe The Pa-
cific is larger, but it is mare acees-
sible as there are more stepping
stones.

The reversion to the natural order
is shown in the use which has been
made since late in the nineteenth con-
tury of the Suez Canal as a highway.
From Persia civilization began o
spread, and there ita centre scems to
be returning, for the extremities of
civilization—Asia in the Enst and
America in the West demand a route
between them which passes here. The
greatest reserves of oil in the world
are found in these Arab countries,

The revolt against European dom-
inatim; is the cd\:tuctcriatic of our
age. It began about sixty years ago.
Today the most active of the anti-
West insurgenis are the Arabs. This
is unfortunate, for the Arabs are
looking to the Russians for help, and
if the world-wide anti-Imperialist

wers, in ex ration turn to the

ussiang this will tip the balance of
world power very definitely on the
cther aide.

What part must the Commonwealth
plav in this struggle? The main lines
are indicated by the mets of 1947
which gave India, Pakistan, Ceylon
and Burma full self-government with
rights of self-determination. This s
a decisive event which is irreversible,

. The lesson

The lessons we have learnt show
that Britain must not remain for too
leng in a country to be forced to make
an ignominicus exit (as with Egyptf.
but a moderate deln‘f in granting self
government ias good if the country
takea the opportunity in serving an
apprenticeship in the art of sclf-gov-
ernment, £4 India did.

1t ia immoral to hold unwilling sub-
jects by force. ‘I hope this lesson
will be taken to heart Cgfruu and
Algeria,”" Dr. Tn]y-nbee added.

Concerning military bases we can
learn much from the United States
which gets on perfectly well with se-
cure in countries that are not
its own,

The Commonwealth role is to estab-
lsh and meintain friendships with
other countries, equal in status, and
more important, in spirit, Thereby

Salient, & student newspaper in
Victorla University College, printed
by Eapi-Manz News Ltd, P ™
ton, and edited and published by
’ Rlclurd Nicholas Turner 'joumlliat,

of 54 Central Terrace, Well ngton, for
the Vietorla University Colle
Students’ Association (Inc.}), Wel-
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it may contribute towards & single
human family. :

In the atomic age men must learn
to live together. The existence of a
Gomtnol_onw_u]th whcreuffluft J:ri:l( West
are together on an eq 00 may
mean the assertion of the balance of
the world not at the cost of a further
serics of catastrophes.

Move to bring S.E.
Asian student to N.Z.

It has been the growing concern
of student opinion in New Zealand
during recent vears that we take s0
little notice of our near ncighbours
in 8.E. Asia, and they even less no-
tice of us.

With this in mind, & sub-committec
of NZUSA was ret up last year to
consider a scheme under which siu-
dents from S.E. Asia could be brought
to New Zealnnd to study.

Starting next

The reault of much planning, the

scheme will be put into effect next
year when a atudent from Indoncsia
will come to New Zealand for two or
three years; and then another student
will follow, perhaps from another
country, and so on.

The S.E. Asian Scholarship Fund
which will make this scheme ible
ir t0 be built up by contributions
fram all the constituent colleges.

This college must raisc, as its con-

Parlour games with the
Toynbee cosmology

Professor Arnold Toynbee 'emerg'ed from his lecture at Vic-
toria University College as a triumphant social success. Indeed,
he might be called a new parlour game: his ideas a chessboard

for continued argument,

Charming, witty, dignified, fluent,

he was a splendid representative of the.best kind of Western
Man, and his easy tolerance took in all nations, in all times,

including even our own.

But his cosmology, expounded over

an hour or more, included only one human being: Ghandi. And
his discussion of an emerging Asia, and its relationships with
the Commonwealth, dismissed Red China in a phrase.

Professor Toynbee denlt with five
millennia of civilization, fanning out
from the world's centre: the Middle
East, where the two Asian Penin-
sulas, Eurﬁpe and Africa, jut out
from the Mainland. Amusingly, he
sketched the peripheral islands, to the
outermost Americas; and, bricfly, he
credited- the sailing ships of the Por-
tuguese with the temporary domin-
ance of the West.

Returning to his Scheme of Things,
he deseri the return to the Natur-
al Order. Air-routes from East to

West, we were told, cross Baghdad
and Beirut; and there’s more oil in
one tiny Arab state than in the United
States. He had nothing to say about
nuclenr fission, except that we must
live together or die.

The cosmic jigsaw

Professor Toynbee is a very emin-
ent historian. He has a cosmic view.

here is no era or area that he can-
not fit in a careful jigsaw, whose
centre he has determined. His centre
has shifted, indeed, it has gwung.
But there need be no criticism of in-
cansmten.c?r a8 such. He held, and no
doubt still holds, a moral and Chris-
tian view, The purpose of it all is, at
any rate for us, a moral and a Chris-
tisn life . . . he ecxpounded, here,
a system of flux and change: one re-
lated rather to sclf-determination
than to Christianity,

1 like both views. The best for me
as I see it, the best for others as they
ste it: what could be more charitable,
Cihri‘stian, fair, liberal and progres-
sive?

But even assuming a reconcilistion
of Christian ethics with utilitarian
politics, how can one reconcile either
with a mechanistic cosmology? Ian't
the Centre of the World Theory a gi-
gantic myth, deterministic, fatalistic,
negative  and  unmoral? If true,
doesn't it do violence to whatever
clae he says? Doesn’t it ignore the
dynamism of mankind? And doean’t
it do it just at that point in the
world’s  history when, potentially
mankind can harness the tides instead
of being tossed about by them? Pifty
years of nuclear power can put ba-
nana plentations on the South Pole.
Hasn't the Professor thought of that?
By then oil may have had its day, as
conl has already; but what of it? Pro-
fessor Toynbee's sweeping gencraliza-
tions can fit that in too, when the time
“His ‘bas phic

is "basic error is not aphi
after all; it ia lrchituctural.m e phre;'
us five millennia of structures, deter-
mined. the configuration of the
world 7R, until our owz times, gives
us scarcely any indication of how they
work or what they are for. His His-
tory is Geography, with time sdded.

His Gmgrn&h}- is a revolving chess-

. moving in cycles to a point of
equilibrium; but devoid of Queen,
Bishop and Emight, with the flexibil-
ity of movement which gives them the
control of the game.

In God's name Professor Toynbee,
does the sailing ship rank with Jesus?
Does oil rank with the Koran? Does
the Suez Canal rank with antisoptics?
Does civilization depend on gize? Is
existence to be valued in terms of
cosmi¢c myths? Can History explain
anything of any importance if it de-
scribes “trends” and "movements”,
and ignores how men live, and think,
and feel, and ereate?

To do Professor Toynbee justice, he
has dwelt on such problems before:
and no doubt he would expect the kind
of audience he had for his lecture to
have read what he has written. But

nevertheless, a long lecture that all -

but ignored questions of this kind
could only be exasperating. Here
was o mind determined to rise so high
above particulars that nothing econ-
crete eme Surprisingly, the God’s-
eye view left man with no soul. In-
stead, there was a vast, chequered
panorama: thinner than cellophane,
and equally transparent, but showing
nothing underneath except the pawns,
A single case- study by a competent
analyst could tell me more about the
human race!

The theory upset

When Gandhi moved from South
Africa to India he moved from one
periphera]l peninsula to another, with-
out touching Professor Toynbee's cen-
tre of equilibrium; bul when he moved
he l{ﬂut the status quo ante, and up-
gnl e '{'ji:‘];lbee thmrﬁ in aniticipntion

¥y crea a new dynamic centre,
When Mao Tse Tung marched North,
and survived against all the laws of

olitical gravity, he did the same

ind of thing. “If a new Mahommed
comes, with & myth more powerful
than Toynbee's, he may persundo Is-
lam that oil is as unclear as J:ig’l fat,
or that it ia holy water, and not for-
use. The next Hitler may be a Bra-
zilian, with atomic missiles; and he
may be successful. Such contingen-
cies cannot be ignored, and such peo-
ple are unpredictable. Yet it is they
who influence history and make prog-
nosis impoasible.

When gmfmor Toynbee locks back
his myth makes him selective. When
he looks forward he looks into B tea-
cup, and the tea-leaves he imagines

sees nre the spots in his own eyes,
But what charming oyes they are;
and how nice it would be to spend an
afternoon with him playing intellec-
tual parlour games, preferably. with

a stronger brew.
—ANTON VOGT.

tribution to the scholarship, £110 hy
the end of July and a total of £220
by the end of the Varsity year, In
Io!llowinx vears the sum will be £110
only,

A committee has been formed to
raise the necessary finance, and with
the consent of the Minister of Inter-
nal Affairs a rafflc has been started
in_the college to this end.

The majority of people in South-
East Asia are ill-fed, ili-clothed, ill-
housed and have little defence against
discases, and te root of their difficul-
ties is lack of education. :

‘Why help?

Easy-living New Zealanders are in-
clined to ask: "“Why help these peo-
ple? Qur lives seem in no way bound
with theirs.” Would we walk past
a stranger in the street who had fal-
len and was calling for our help?

The crux of the problem is appar-
ently not any lack of willingness to
help on our part, and ceitainly not
m&luk of the means.

hat is needed is an awareness of

the conditions in S.E. Asia. In faet,
it is a Christian duty and even an act
of ordinary decency for every one of
us to look across and ask how we
can o3sist the “"fallen strangers.”

As students, the sphere in which we
are best equipped to help is education,
and it Is t, wi t u

d it is ho tha ith the full
support of all Noew Zealand students,
this scholayship will be a worthwhile
contribution,

Mr. Macdonald
favours scheme

The implications of New Zealand's
present day close relationship with
South East Asin were bluntly stated
by the Hon. T. L. Macdonald, Minister
of External Affairs, in an address at
VUC recently. '

“No longer do we have the choice
that was open to us before the war,”
he said, “whether to involve ourselves
in the destiny of Asia or not; and we
are so committed now that we cannot
draw back." -

Mr. Macdonald went on to endorse
Sir Clifton Webb's statement that “if
we wish to maintain our own standard
of living we must help to raise that
of others.” Mr. Macdonald-said that
we cannot safeguard ourselves by
considerations of defence alone,

“'Our humanitarian obligations can
be the only successful basis for peace;
and it eannot be over-cmphasized that
it is rclationship on a personal basis
that makes for better understanding.”

He pointed out thal while the gov-
ermment has sponsored such schemes
as the Colombo Plan and SEATO,
projects such as the student scholay-
ship outlined above, play an essential
part, especinlly in countries like In-
donesia not provided for under gov-
ernment  schemes, and ::?ec iy
where expressions of perso good-
will are needed to gain the friend-
ship of peoples who have . recently
gained their independence.

“If we in our state of plenty and
well-being can help the peoples of
South East Asia and can contribute
in eny way, then it is our bounden
duty to do s0,” concluded Mr. Mac-
donald.

WATCH the NOTICE BOARD
for DETAILS of PRIZES

GIGANTIC
RAFFLE

£220 must be raised this year

Make YOUR contribution to

S.E.A.S. Fund

by SELLING TICKETS

The Executive appeals to all
Students to help
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