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The common cry in almost every
newspaper article on education now,
is the lowering of standards of at-
tainment. “Children ain't what they
used to be in my young days” It
Is significant that the subjects which
are always chosen as exemplifying
this lowered standard are spelling.
writing and arithmetic.

And from where do the complaints
come? Largely from business men.
Their chief moan, is of course, that
children are no longer solely fitted
.to become good clerks, and their im-
plicit assumption is that the aim
of education is to prepare children
to fit neatly into their place in of-
fice or industry. “In the good old
days,” they say, “children who came
out of schools could write, spell, and
add, fluently and accurately.” This,
they maintain is no longer the case.

Where?

For the purpose of this article we
will assume that standards have been
lowered (though many NZ.E.L
people are prepared to dispute the
extent of this assumption). It is
true that children now may not do
till Std. 2 what used to be done in
Primer 4. But is this necessarily
a bad thing? In other words what are¢
the aims of education?

Even supposing that a child now
leaving school cannot write in the
copperplate of the 18%0's, is this
necessarily a bad thing? In other
words what are the aims of educa-
tion? Let's see what they were,

How?

“All that a child was guaranteed
by our own Education Act of 1877
was a grounding in a narrow range
of formal subjects and tllat only up
to Std. 6.

“Arithmetic . . . was intensively
drilled and took up about a third of

THIS EDUCATION BUSINESS

Attacks on the Educational Policy of the present Government
are commonplace, but when a University publication devotes a
front page to such an attack it might be expected that the attack
would be reasoned, factual, and logical. It might also be expected

. that the critic would at least take ¢

to understand what he was

attacking. If the lamentable ignorance of the fundamental aims
of modern education demonstrated by the recent front page article
of our “contemporary,” is any indication of a general misunder-
standing it is time Salient devoted a little time and space to the

question of educational aims.

a child’'s school life . . . geography
was apt to be little more than the
memorising of strings of capes and
bays, mountains, rivers, lakes and
capitals; and since a typlcal pre-
scription in history began ‘'the suc-
cesslon of Houses and Sovereigns
from 1066 AD. to 1485 A.D.’ there
was every suggestion that this sub-
ject was treated in a similar way."

Is the achievement of that sort
of knowledge the aim or education?

The child who sat hour after hour
being drilled and bludgeoned and
"disciplined” into memorising fact
after fact certainly came out of
school filled to the measured mark
with knowledge—Ilittle of which had
any relation to his future life as a
citizen or to his personal needs as
a human being. The very term
“standard” implied a preconceived
notion, arbitrarily decided, of what
the child was capable of doing or
profiting from. Worse still, the primi-
tive psychology of the times insisted
on fitting the child to the system.
{See the cartoon reproduced in the
front of A. E. Campbell's "Educating
New Zealand.') The system seemed
to be aiming at turning out the larg-
est possible number of walking en-
cyclopaedias. Instead of starting with
an a priori, assumption of the child's
needs, modern educational psychology
starts by studying the child, first,

STUDENT CO-OPERATION

At the Annual General Meet-
Ing held over Anzac week-end,
N.Z.U.S.A. declded to dis-
affillate from the International
Unlon of Students. To some
students the news of this back-
ward step in N.Z.U.S.A. policy
meant very lttle. What is this
I1.U.S? What is it dolng? What
ara its alms? To the average
student, stagnating In the library
or laboratory, the affairs of other
students In New Zealand, let
alone those of students in other
countries are a distant aflair.
He may be moved to j@ntter a
protest In his beard When he
hears that students in Indis and
Egypt are not allowsd to organ-
fse and hold conferences, or that
students In Eastern Europe have
had to start thelr classes among
the bombed-out milns of thelr
old universitles. He thinks that
“somethlng ought to be done’
about it,"” and then forgets the
matter. But LU.8, is doing a lot
about It, and even though we in
New Zealand may be isolated In
the South Paclfic we can do
somethlng about it too.

Promise

The persccution of European stu-
dents by the Nazis during the war
and in particular the treatment
meted out to the Czech students in
1939 convinced the students, of
Europe in particular, that a strong
world organisation of students was
necessary.
of the Pritish National Union of

In 1545 under the aegls.

V.U.C. And

Students a meeting of students of
many countries was held in London.
This was f[ollowed by a congress in
Prague in Nov. 1945 which set up
an International Preparatory Com-
mission to organise an international
student body. In 1946 a second con-
gress was held at Prague at which
1.U.S. was officially constituted. New
Zealand was represented at that con-
Eress.

The preamble to the constitution
states that "“the purpose of the LLUS,,
which is founded upon the represen-
tative student organisations of difl-
ferent countries, shall be to defend
the rights and interests of students.
to promote improvement of their
welfare and standard of education and
to prepare them for their tasks as
democratic citizens." These aims arc
detailed in the constitution itsell.
The business of “defending the rights
and interests of students” is defined
in three main ways: (1) "to secure
for all young people the right and
possibility of primary, secondary and
higher cducation regardless of scx,
economlic circumstances, social stand-
ing, political conviction, religion.
colour or race.”” This is of first im-
portance to our near neighbours of
S.E. Asia in particular. (2) “To re-
present the interest of students in
international affairs; to bring before
international organisations the pro-
blems of students; and to publicise in
all spheres the most urgent needs
of students.” (3) To assist the stu-
dents of colonial, semicolonial and
full social economic and educational

and then evolves the system to fit

the facts.
Why?

H. G. R. Mason gives the aims of
modern education in his “Education
Today and Tomorrow" as follows—
“to provide a broader education of
the whole being—mental, moral and
physical. Also “every person what-
ever his level of academic ability . . .
has a right as a citizen, to a free
education of the kind for which he
s best fitted and to the fullest ex-
tent of his powers."

From the point of utility, of what
real use is the ability to trot forth
[acts at command? More facts can be
found in appropriate books, machines
can cope with arithmetical problems
more quickly and accurately, and
hand-writing is not at such a pre-
mium when type-writers can do the
Jjob more efficiently and In less time.

It would be sheer stupidity to
waste time competing with these
modern inventions, cven if that were
the aim of cducation. And it is not.
The cry of "raising the standards"
is amr anachronism. 1 malntaln thut
a depurture from the previous stan-
dards of attainment is not making
for u low standard of education. It
s merely that the uccent has bheen
shifted from sterlle ncademic attaln-
ments to an education that cuters for
a full development of a chlld's cap-
abllitles in any and all spheres which
sult his needs.

If anyone would like to pursue this
further the matter is well dealt
with in H. G, R. Mason's “Education
Today and Tomorrow.” The short
outline of the aims of New Zcaland
Education on page 8 is probably the
best exposition of educational phil-
osophy in a few words one can find.

Bright Lights

The most recent criticism, com-
monly linked with remarks about
the Government's 'deliberate policy
of mediocrity” is that bright chil-
dren are penalised, When the ratlo
of children going from primary to
secondary schools has risen in thirty
odd years from less than 20% to
nearly 909, it is obvious that the
attitude of sccondary schools can
no longer cater exclusively for the
f[ew picked academic brains. Maybe
in the re-organisation these children
have lost a little—but the greatest
number have gained; and they too
must have benefited from the change
in policy which has taken the secc-
ondary schools curriculum out of the
tight harness of matriculation steril-
ity and formalism. Parkvn's new
book “Children of High Intelligence
in New Zealand"” shows that con-
structive criticism, though rare, is
at least present. It is undeniable
that the Government Policy of en-
couraging Intermediate Schools has
been of the greatest direct benefit
to bright children. It doecs this, how-
ever, without suffering from the curse
of the continental school system--
a rigid class cleavage into separate
schools.

This article is by ne means ex-
haustive. The matter will be well
ventllnted at the debute on Friday,
10th June, when the subject will be
"That educatlon In New Zealand has
deterlorated sinee 1935.

If you have any mutterings, don't
hide them under u bushel,

E.M.G.

,jmprove

The World

dependent countries to attain their
development.”

Action . . .

A Press and Information depart-
mont responsible for 1.U.S. publicity
was set up. Among other activities
it publishes “World Student News.”
The Travel and Exchange department
scts out to improve conditions for
student travel abwroad—it oreanised
# very successful Balkan tour In
1917, Closely conneccted wuin the
Intcrnational Student Service and
World Student Relief. the Relief and
tceonstruction department organised
a successful funds raising campaign
among its other activities. The eox-
change of athletes and sports tecams
1s handled by the Sports department,
which has organised some big inter-
national students' sports mectings.
The department of Intellectual Co-
operation, divided into facully groups,
is doing much to assist the inter-
change of ideas as also is the cor-
rcspondence bureau. To the Colonial
burcau falls the difficult job of in-
vestigating the condition of students
in colonial counl&:ies and of assisting
them in their eflorts to organise to
their conditions. One ex-
ample of their work wns seen in the
S.E. As3&-Youth and:Student Con-
gress held last yvear.

Sabotage . . .

As one can well imagine all these
activities necessitated a steady reve-
nue. The congress decided to ask
all affiliated bodies to contribute six-

pence per head per year to finance
the work of I1.US. N.Z.U.S.A. has
not yct contributed a penny in this
way, although we have been affilinted
for over two years, And then N.Z.U.
S.A. has the temerity to say that
I.U.S. has done nothing in New Zea-

land. Victoria has urged that our
debt to IU.S. be paid. Auckland
alone has supported us. The other

colleges claim extreme poverty. Along
with this peolicy of not payving our
debts to LUS., N.ZUS.A. has. by
Inactivity, failed to let the students
of New Zcaland know what I.U.S, is,
and what it is doing. The logical re-
sult of this policy has been that the
delegates to N.Z.U.S.A. have dis-
affiliated from an organisation about
which they knew nothing and which
had scarcely bothered to investigate.

And - Counteraction . . .

Our Exccutive at
taken some steps to remedy this
sorrvy business. At the last meeting
the Exee decided to write to 1LUS.
saving that wc were considering ap-
plying for affiliation and asking for
information. When the Association
decides to apply for affiliation it must
at the same time instruct the Exec
1o do all its power to get NZ.US.A.
realliliated. ‘

Isolatlon Is outduted. New Zealand
students must  tnke  thelr  place
slongside the other students of the
world In thelr efforts to Improve
working conditlons for all students

and young people.

Victoria has
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BELLY RUMBLES IN WEIR

A University course is tough enough on the minds and bodies
of students as it stands; yet residents of Weir House have had a
near-on insuperable obstacle dumped down between them and their
degrees and careers.

Victoria's only real residential college, which has for years
cherished a tradition of mediocre food, has sunk to an all-time low
—virtual absence of food. Bed and breakfast is the best that the
Southern Hemisphere's finest student hostel can rise to.

During the war, shortage of labour was the excuse for cur-
{ailed service in the matter of cleaning rooms and washing dishes.
Now the house can't get domestic labour at all. There is no ex-
cuse, there is a reason. What is it? '

Living conditions of the staff cannot be blamed—a special
bungalow is set aside for their use. Working conditions in the
kitchen compare favourably with the best of Wellington's hotels.

Weir's 90 residents have to a man stated their reason for
the lack of stafl which necessitates the bed and breakfast let-
down—domestic workers will not come to Weir while the present
Matron remains. The Labour Department and employment agencies
would fill Weir with staff to-morrow, but . . .

Unanimously residents asked the Matron to resign. Through
the Warden and House Committee the position was put to the
authorities. Through Stud. Ass. Rep. on the Council, the govern-
ing body of the college was asked to act.

Result—rumours of removal of the House Committee.

Great tribute has been paid to William Weir during the Jubille
—and rightly; but Mr. Oram would spend his time more profitably
by reorganising Weir's domestic set-up, instead of having rosy
visions of Kelburn Parade lined with the Hostels of 2000 A.D.

This is the concern of all students. V.U.C. is proud of Weir's
contribution to corporate life of the College. The great focal point
in Weir for the discussion of controversies ancient and modern
is (was) Lhe dinner table. Every ex-Weir resident will testify to

the great boost that these regular mental conflicts gave to his

student life.

.EX contubernio robur—Strength through followship—is no
longer true of Weir.

If you have ever tried to eat out in Wellington on Sunday
you will know what Weir residents are up against, Now the meals
are up to 2/6—try living at that rate on a first or second year
law clerk salary.

P.F.J.

LOOK!

Dear Sallent,

The Stud Ass Exec decided
enrly this year to adopt & sys-
tem of block applicatlons for
college club grants, all applica-
tions to he In Iy one of two set
dntes. The first batch of applica-
tlons has already come before
the Flnance Committee, and pre-
sents a difticult problem. Ap-
proximaotely £1,100 has ulready
been upplied for, far exceeding
the £850 avaollable for the pur-
pose—with the summer sports
clubs still to come In.

This Is due partly to the fact
that some clubs hove chosen this
year as an occaslon for new and
expenslvo venturces, and partly to
what appears to be a certaln
competitive wuplrit among our
more far-sighted clubs, It s
clear however thut the present
system of club grants, whereby
the amount to bo allotted in left
entlrely to the discretlon of the
Executive, Is becoming Ilnade-
quate.

The Finance Commlittee haw
therefore recommended that a
meeting of representutives of all
affilinted clubs be held on Wed-

nesday 15th June to discuss the
question of the relative propor-
tlons of the grant money to be
allotted to ench Club. A scheme
will then be prepared by the
Filnance Committee classifylng
each club in o definite’ category
according to what proportion of
the prant money It should re-
celve, and the scheme wlll be re-
ferred to the Annusl General
Meeting for conslderation.

This will mean that In place of
the present scramblp or lucky
dip, in which the most eloquent
or Influential club is llable to re-
crive the best hearing, there will
be a [fairly rigid system ocon-
finlng each club grant within
sct llmits, and each club will
know  béborehand what its
chances are llkely ta be, As this
is n falrly drastic modification
of previous Association policy,
it behoves all Club members to
ponder deeply on the merits of
thelr clubs, so that they can
come to the Annual General
Mecetl adequately prepared.

H. C, EVISON,

Hon, Becretary,

V.U.C. Btudent's Assoclation.

Credits & Debils

Dear Sir,

The Publications Committee de-
cided that 1550 copies of “The Spike"
be printed this year instead of the
usual 1000 on account of the Jublilee,
and special’ nature of this issue.
Costs have been higher than was an-
ticipated with the result that this
Issue will have to be subsidised. To
help us make ends meet, four book-
sellers, Whitcombes, Modern Books.(
Bouths, and Roy Parsons, have gen-
erously ‘offered to sell “Tha Spike”
without commission, While thanking
them for this gesture, I would ask
students to show their appreciation
by supporting these firms.

At the same time, I cannot but
feel surprised at the lack of support
which students have shown in their
own annual magazine, especially a
Jubilee number. To date, 900 copies
have been sold, and only 300 of these
have been bought by the 2,300 stu-
dents. I would therefore urge stu-
dents to encourage University writers
by supporting their own publications.
Copies can be obtained at the Exec.
Room.

Yours faithfully,

J. B. BUTCHERS,
Business Manager.

CRACKING!

Drama Club

The Drama Club, after a brief
hibernation due to the pressing ac-
tivities of Extrav. and a protracted
hang-over from Major production is
now getting cracking on a programme
for the year. Already two one-acters
are on the stocks and are scheduled
for production on 15th July. The
plays can be said to be contrasting
. . . One set in late 19th century
Russia and the other in Ancient
Grecce. Both are very good enter-
tainment and will be well worth see-
ing. Chekov's “The Wedding” will
be produced by Pat Evison, who has
recently come back for two years at
Old Vic production School. Pat is
already cracking .the whip over the
cast of 23 (surely a onc-act play re-
cord) so we can expect a bang—on
production. In contrast “A Phoenix
Too Frequent” by Christopher Fry
has a 3 character cast with the ac-
tion taking place in a tomb, (how-
cver don't let that deter you). Pro-
duccd by Chris Pottinger, the play
has a delightfully humorous theme
and should amuse even the most hard-
bitten fresher.

Other news from the Drama Club
is that regular mectings will be held
cevery sccond Friday with readings,
lectures and other attractions, We
understand the first reading will be
that of “An Ideal Husband” by Oscar
Wilde, produced by Paul Treadwell.

A one-act play competition is also
being run in order to choose a play
for Winter Tournament. A very
worthwhile prize is being offered so
all you young budding playwrights
find a plot, double it, add the char-
acters you first thought of and you've
got the prize money in your pocket.
One final word of wisdom, in future,
God and other august persons will-
ing, Drama Club productions will be
staged in the Little Theatre,

This is a tremendous advance on
the Gym which in spite of the old
and tender associations is hardly the
place to try and produce good drama.

Dear VEH' tas

You have given a very ncat little

proof of the existence of something,

but what exactly has induced you to
corvelate this somethlng with that
confused bundle of dogmas and
superstitions, the Christian religion?
And granted again that there is
some “flnal uncreated, uncaused, and
unplanned Cawyue,” why should this
have anything to do with the an-
thology of Hebrew beliefs, the here-
tical Graeco-Hebraic phllosopher, and
a large number of fanat of all
ages.

No, Veritas, 1 am afrald it will not
quite do, there is nothing in your
“proofs” which could not be used
by anyone wishing to exalt something
as a “god,"” and as the original was
directed specifically at Christianity,
you have not answered it in any
logical way. You will find it very
hard, I am afrald, to justify on any
cthical ground the futile disputations
and persecutions of Imperial Roman

- Christianity, orf the Inquisition, or °

! the Church acceptance of Fascism

in Italy. ‘And .if you are unable to
see what the "'taboos in sex, science,
amusement” have to do with the
“natural desire to help one's fellows,”
then you must have a much smaller
intellect than I gave your credit for.
I would tender also the humble sug-
gestion that all of the five traditional
proofs of the existence of God de-
pends not on causalty but on casuls-
trr. R

I remain,

As sincerely as usual,

JUNIOR ATHEIST'S
ANTI-GODFATHER.

HEAR THE AUSSIE
DEBATERS
dJune 11 Town Hall

That Summer
Abroad

Plans are now atmost com-
pleted for the transfer of Austra-
lan and New 4Zeaiand Stuaents
on vacational employment
schemes dunng the long vucauon
—18349-00. New zZealand will be
able to send up to nIty persons
and will be receiving about one
hundred.

The return fare by sea for'a New
Zealand Student will be about £34.0.0
plus a registration fee of £1.0.0, If
arrangements are made for air pas-
sengers the costs will be about
£420.0 plus £1.0.0 registration fee.
Internal travelling showd not amount
to more than i¢ or i8 at the most.
Exact figures cannot be given until
precise inlormation arrives rrom Aus-
tralia.

It is anticipated that many New
Zealand Stuaents will be able to
leave 1n Novemper and thus com-
mence work at the beginning of
December. This will allow tor a work-
ing period of approximately twelve
weeks. Average wages will not be
less than £5.10.0 per week and in
many instances will be higher. Thus
a student will be able by working for
ten of his twelve weeks to earn at
least £55.0.0 and possibly a good

“deal more. Two weeks will be left
for pure holiday on this basis al-
though cverybody will be able to suit
themselves.,

The National Union informs us that
there is ample work available in at-
tractive agricultural districts. Stu-
dents will be allowed to take up to
two -jobs during their stay in dif-
ferent districts by arrangement with
the Commonwealth Employment Of-
fice but any other, arrangements for
work will have to-be made privately.

The Scheme offers a trip to a new
country -at reasonable expense plus
guarantced employment and a fair
period ef lcisure., Students who de-
sire are invited to attend tiie Nation-
al Union Congress held during the
Summer Vacation.

Students who are required to do
part of their course practical work
during vacation, i.e. Agricultural Stu-
dents and Engineers are to be offer-
ed special facilities for this purpose.
Arrangements to this end are not yet
complete but Students will be ad-
vised in plenty of time.

Applications for the tour will close
in all Colleges on the 30th June. Your
Executive has appointed a travel and
exchange officer and he has on hand
the necessary application forms.
Every application must be accom-

nied by a £1.0.0 registration fee.

he Travel and Exchange Officer
will make arrangements for you to
pay your fare by weekly amounts in;
advance for those who do not wish
the burden to fall in one lump.

Inquire at Exec, Room--~NOW!
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Dr. 0. H. Frankel, director of
the Wheat Research Institute
and geneticlat of world repute,
called Lysenko, foremost Boviet
plant breeder and contributer to
genstical thought, “s defemder
of cobaolete genetical theorles,
who has marshallsd dialectical
materiallam and the Influence
of the Communist Party behind
his views."

Dr. Frankels talk, “Recent Ad-
vances and Controversles In
Genetics,” was delivered Tues-
day night at a meeting sponsored
by the V.U.C. Blologolcal Soclety.
He told his audience the Wheat
Research Institute was expand-
Ing its activities and had vac-
ancles for six well-qualified staff
members, research workers not

“carecrists.”

FACTUAL

“The battle between the Soviet
orthodox geneticists and the Lysenko
school was fought with unequal
weapdns,” Dr. Frankel sald.
orthodox scientists used logic and
evidence, whereas Lysenko argued
alogically and presented no evidence
worthy of the name.”

Dr, Frankel summarized the his-
tory of the Lysenko controversy in
the Soviet Union during the l‘s_mst
15 years, He maintained that IN. I
Vavilov, who headed plant research
for many years and was director of
the Institute of the Academy of
Science in 1940 when Lysenko re-
placed him, met an untimely end at
the hands of the Soviet Government,

robably sometime in 1942 in the Far
Rlurtheastem part of Siberia.

Dr. Frankel recallel that in 1935,
while in Leningrad, he had spent an
interesting week associating- with
Vavilov. Vavilov and his colleagues.
most of whom have now vanished or
been reduced to an inferior status,
were “the world's foremost plant
and penetical authorities,” he said.

“A commissar youngster, who knew
absolutely nothing about the work
at the plant research institute, and
had only his political reliability to
recommend him as the real director,
removed Vavilov from his post,” Dr.
Frankel accused.

“Lysenko finally imposed his gene-
tical theories on the Soviet Union
at a stormy Academy of Sclence ses-
sion in August 1948 Dr, Frankel
declared. ““There Lysenko revealed
his scientific gibberish, absurdities,
and utter nonsense."”

Lysenko denies the existence of
genes and maintains = that germ
plasm is not entirely separate from
the environment and under certain
circumstances may transmit ac-
quired characteristics, He also re-
jects the idea that the struggle with-
in species is of biological importance.

“Discussion at the gathering of
scientists ended when Lysenko an-
nounced that the Central Committee
of the Communist Party favoured his
theory,” Dr. Frankel said. Immedi-
ately afterward, all those who did not
recant were fired. “What remained
was Lysenkoism."”

Though the theories Welssman
have long been obsolete; and Mendel
has been superceded for years,
Lysenko directs _his arguments
against these precursors of the
modern genetisists, Dr. Frankel sald.
Scarcely a single reputable genetic-
ist outside the Soviet Unlon supports
Lysenko.

“He is truly iénorant of genetics,"
Dr. Frankel asserted.

“Lysenko bases his work on Bur-
bahk and Michurin, two hortlcultur-
alists who in thelr old ages enunci-
ated on genectics without knowing
anything about it," the speaker ab-
served.

Lyscenko's vernalization and graft-
ing techniques were insplred origin-
ally by the work of others abroad,
Dr, Frankel contended. His famous
frost-resistent wheat strains were
the result of natural selectlon operat-
ing on "impure lines" introduced in-
to the Arctic.

“Perhaps Lysenko has intensified
interest in some phases of his work."”

—#

Emeritus Professor
G. W. von Zedlitz

It Is well that students of to-day should have some knowledge
of the great contribution to the life and work of Victoria University
College made by Emeritus Professor G. W. von Zedlitz who died
last weelk. He was not one to treat the work of his Chalr in any

oy PTTOW fashion and by his Intellectual abllity, his intcgrity of char-
aoter, hils many-sided personality he taught many of us to under-
stand and appreciate Iife more fully and, what Is more, to obtaln

greater satisfaction In living.

He followed the foundation professors and his appointment to the new

Chair of Modern Languages in 1902

he brought to the College &8 new qua

it

a piece of rare good fortune, for
The first four professors did yeo-

men service and lald us all under a heavy debt. But it is no reflection on

any of them to say that each in some respect was limited. "“Von" belonged to

the small com&any of the unlimited and in his contacts with the public,
e

the students,

staff, he poured the new wine into the old bottles. No.

one would challenge the statement that from 1902 till 1915 he was the per-
sonality of the College. His roots went wide and deep into the culture
of Europe and to this rather isolated and raw colony he re-interpreted life

on wider horizons and with deeper measures,

He was one who obtained

the warmest affection of his students and this feeling was intense and
lasting. When the organization of the Jubilee Celebrations was being dis-
cussed numbers of those who attended his classes thirty years before begged
that they should be given the opportunity of hearing him lecture again in
the old famlliar way. Such a request must be rare indeed: it is an acid
test of the great teacher. Unfortunately his illness robbed the old students
of this pleasure and for them and for many others the absence of “Von"
threw a long shadow over the ceremonies that marked the Jubilee,

What the College lost by the shameful Act that ended his first official
connection with us, who can say? (1) All we know is that the blow was in
some measure lessened by the broadmindedness he displayed in maintain-
ing with us contacts that gave satisfaction to both sides. The Council of
1915 deserves well, not merely of the College but of the Dominion, for re-
tusing to give way to the dishonourable pressure exerted upon it by politicians
who went back on their word and bowed to the clamour of a mob excited
by a vindictive few. While the country should forever be ashamed of its
conduct, the Council did good service in maintaining the honour of the
College and the freedom of the University. (2) Later a Council, changed in

rsonnel, missed the great opportunity of supporting the stand made by
ts predecessors. It failed to sece justice done by restoring ‘“Von” to his
Chair in 1919. A later Council, however, did what it could in 1936 by
making him Emecritus Professor, an appointment widely approved.

Not many people know the abuse that was showered privately and
publicly on this noble mind. Yet in all those hard years (1915-1936) what
struck me most forcibly was the freedom of his soul from any pettinecsses.
At the crisis of the trouble all he asked was that he should be allowed

*to pursue a course that would make the path of the Council as smooth
as possible. But he never refused to have the great principle of academic
freedom fought out at the cost of the mental distress of himself and his
family. After the blow had fallen I never hcard him complain or utter
a vindictive word. Whether the victim or the accusers showed the qualities
that we are pleased to call British was never in doubt in my mind.” For
his enemies (and his real enemies wcre few) he provided a lesson in
patience, equanimity, self-control and philosophic insight, a lesson they
might have learned if they had been able. These events arc past and their
full history has still to be written. But for us at Victoria University College

there are the memorics of “Von,"

Hc was the good companion; time spent in

his company was never wasted. His outlook on life was broad and heallhy.
.He understood that men werce not angels and thought, perchance, that this

was just as well. He po

a sympathetic understanding not only of

those whose opinions agreed with his own but of all who held honest convic-
tlons. If anyone doubts this let him ask the mcmbers of any W.E.A. group

to which “Von" acted as guide, philosopher and friend.

In this way he

typified the University spirit at its best and made a contribution to the
life of our College for which it will be for ever grateful.

T. A. HUNTER.

1. The Council was compelled to dispense with his services by the Enemy
Alien Teachers Act 1915, Repealed in 1927,

2. The principal facts are outlined in Report of the Vietoria University
College Council concerning the case of Professor von Zedlitz,. November,

1915.
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Dr. Frankel said. “But that's all.”

Dr. Frankel described Lysenko as
a cunning rustic politician who had
sold himself to the Communist Party
as well as the man in the street.

The Russian farmers thoughl
Lysenko a clever man, according to
Dr. Frankel, when he advised them
to cut potatoes into many pieces be-
fore planting instead of wasting a
whole one.

The Irish peasants had practised
this method ever since the potato
had been introduced from the Ameri-
cas.

“Lysenko is a practicel man of
the people,” Dr. Frankel remarked.
“He speaks their language, The man
in the street takes
of acquired characteristics for grant-
ed, as does Lysenko himself."”

Dr. Frankel admlitted, however,
that modern genctics in ulmost use-

e inheritance

less when It comes to developlnp
new varleties of plunts,

"While it may take u Mendel-
Morgunist 10 years to develop n new
straln of wheat, If then, Dr. Frankel
suld, Lyscnko promises to do the

same in 3 years. Russin Is In »
hurry to expund production. Lysenko
promises quick results, and the
authorities belleve him.”

Dr. Frankel termed J. B. S. Hal-
danc. noted British Marxian biologist
“not a lesser peneticist for waver-

ing between orthodox genetics and -

Lysenkoism, but a dishonest man.
He t to live in byrh worlds at the
saI?g timi¢ and refuses to deelare him-
self.”

Preceding his attack on Lysenko,
Dr. Frankel briefly reviewed some of
the studies rceported at the 8th
Genetics Congress in Stockholm last
yeur.

Shelly

Dear Old Sallent,

Congratulations to correspondent
Ferguson. The broadcast attack of
the English Department on Shelley's
claim of a poet to a vital link with
the world of men, was a disgraceful
sign of the times. In these red-hunt-
Ing days, it is no wonder that Shelley,
too, is subject to post mortem per-
secution. In his own lifetime he was
considered so dangerous that he.was
hounded from his native land, and
conservatism still thinks it can hound
him from his rightful place in the
English heritage.

Gradually we overturn the living
traditions of our national culture and
our very civilisation, in an effort to
save a dying social form. The uni-
versities must be the battlegrounds
on which conflicting ideological forces
of vitality and obscurantism, life and
death, meet. The Magi of the West
preach the new crusade on culture.
At the same time as the moron mind
is Dbeing Incubated in juke-boxes,
comic-cuts and seXx magazines, the
first regiment of the new brown-
shirts, reaching [or their guns when
they hear the word “cullure.” appear
in black gowns.

They start by attacking the finest
strains of English literature, They
lay their crowns at the [ccet of neu-
rotic misanthropes like Eliot and
Pound. who arc proclaimed the new
messiahs, Parallel misanthropes {rom
former ages—Donne, Vaughan and
some of the Augustans, escapists in
an age of great social movement—

-
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are rosurrected from a timely grave.
Anyone who could write his name
and be cynical about the future of
mankind; anyonc who lived in an-
other world, but had the sweet,
nauseating knack of fitting cuphonious
words together—he is raised into o
Giant of English Literature, Milton
and Blake are perverted into “'mys-
tics,” Burns is a “sentimental drun-
kard,” Shelley an "ineffectual angel.”™
I heard one member of the English
department stalf remark the other
day that Shakespeare’'s concept of
human tragedy was "incomplete” be-
cause he regarded the carthly exis-
tence as final. and took no account
of a hercafter!

“Poets arce the unacknowledged

legislators of the world” says
Shelley. Certainly. Poetry. like
every other form of art, refllects

the real world of men, and, if it is
great art, in turn has ils material
cffect on that world. Thus Shelley
saw the innate contradictions of his
England, so he wrote: "Wealth is a
power usurped by the few to com-
pel the many o labour for their
benefits.” And he made a song of
it:

“The secd ye sow, another reaps,

The wealth ye find, another keeps:
Tho robes y¢ wenve, nnother wears;

The arms ve forge, another bears.”

And the Chartists sang it as they
marched. His revolutionary songs.
with those of cruder pocts, were the
rallying weapon of the nascent Eng-
lish working-class movement. Said
Engels: “We all knew Shelley then.™

And 1to-day, when class soclety
totters, is it to be wondered at that
the powers that be want us to know
Shelley no longer? Might not these
lines prove, indeed. to be legisla-
tion for the world.

“Rlise llke llons after slumber
In unvanquishable number—
Shake your chalns to earth like dew
Which in sleep had fallen on you—
Yo ure many, they are few."

Ycurs,
C.V.
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LAND OF THE FREE

This article was written in America in March of this year. Paul Zilch, who wrote it, gathered
the material in Eugene, Oregon—the far north, well removed from what we think of as the negro-
hating south. Every incident happened to one or other of the negroes on the University campus
there, and has been incorporated into these articles. They are written as by a negro, speaking to his

fellow Americans.

We may shrug complacently and say “Yes, but we thank God that we are not as other men are.”
And we would be as hypocritical as the Pharisee. We cannot afford to ignore this situation; it exists
in a University in the year of our Lord one thousand, nine hundred and forty-nine. Are we guilty

too?

I am one of the 14 million guilty
Americans. b

There are nine times as many who
arc ashamed.

Why are they ashamed, why guilty?

Broad nosc, full lips., kinky hair,
and dark skin—al)! pronounce a man
guilty without trial in America.

Claims of white superiority, dis-
tortion of Negro history, cconomic
and social overlordship, and acts of
violence against my race—all reveal
their shame. For neither constitution.
scicnce. nor morality upholds this
conduct., And the accusers stand
guilty before the bar of world opinion,
and those ruled guilty in America
are judged innocent.

The first African slave ship to
North America, the Emancipation
proclamation, reconstruction and a
new slavery, lynching and its more
refined and later complement—the
quiet, night shrouded execution of the
negro who dares to protest. And
always scorned, kicked, sweated lied
to and about, and resented—yes!
Amcrica, Oregon. Eugene, this very
campus; to different Jegrees but at
all times.

Eugene, this very campus? Unlike-
ly! Exappgcerated! you say. Not only
that but when you ask what's wrong,
you grow wrathful at my answer.
And. no matter., you are almost sure
to turn away with scarcely concealed
relief that brotherhood week takes
tp bt one hfty-second of the year.

It is indeed distressing that the
niegro who contemplates entering a
mixed institution of higher learning
must first investigate racial policies
and the degree of inconvenience he
must put up with before  applying
for admission.

“How do they treat Negroes?" is
a.question prospective negro students
must ask those who know the partic-
ular college.

No-vone noswered thls guestlon for
me before I came, But I can answer
it now after a year and a half.

I had a vague impression that Ore-
kon was fairly good—though the per-
son wha told me warned that he
kncw it only by hearsay. So I step-
ped from the train in Eugene hope-
ful. yet not entirely without doubts.
My hopes for a new life. a life of
social acceptance and equality, faded
like an Indian summer bhefore the
cold grey breath of winter. I had

not imagined myself chosen a Kking
of Hearts nor admired for any intel-
lectual moral or affable qualities I
might have. No, as 1 said, all I
wanted was the same treatment as
every person in America has the
right to expect.

What really brought my hopes to
an end was meeting and talking to
the other negroes who had attended
here for, day, three years. Most ex-
pressed dissatisfaction with the in-
difference, the ostracism—on the
whole, a civil ostracism, thermostati-
cally ,regulated. Every hello, look-
me-up-sometime and goodbye de-
livered with predetermined dispatch,
they said. None of the more brutal
manifestations of racial intolerance
had crupted, but they had not man-
aged to avold the many discourtesies
and humiliations that degrade the lot
of negroes in America.

Shortly after my arrival, a’ "Pica-
ninny Prance” sponsorced by a campus
organization confirmed their disre-
gard for coloured people at the col-
lege. For several days before the
event., posters caricaturing negroes
occupied conspicuous places on the
campus to rouse cnthusiasm for the
“Picaninny" theme.

Now, the students who concelved
the affair and advertised It wlth
sketches of negroes grinning Insanely
most likely dld not Intend to offer
Insult. Yet, I must remark, had the
feclings of a people already ranked
as sub-human second rate citizens
been taken into account. the plan-
ners would have chosen another
theme. Surely so many students
would not have turned out stained
black, imitating the dialect and ges-
tures of the type of negro denied
cducation. Since then. I have scen
ncgro students, frustrated by an un-
certain pattern of racial relations
and isolation. throw in the job and
pack their bags for more familiar
places.

Is Oregon so unsuited to negro stu-
dents that a few cannot even make
adjustment. or contribute something
to remove the cause of their unhappi-
ness? This is a difficult and delicate
question. Perhaps objectivity  will
fail me and perhaps 1 shall imagine
hidden meanings and insults where
none were intended. If you will al-
low for this, you may judge for your-
self.

As. 1 assume, the purpose of Ore-
gon’s University is to cducate, I

i e
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will make a few observations on how
we stand in the classroom first.

At the outset 1 want to say em-
phatically that my own relations
(and as far as I know, those of other
negroes) with Instructors (lecturers.
Ed) have with few exceptions been
satisfactory. When so many of the
faculty can be fair and understanding,
a strong foundation exists for launch-
ing an overall improvement in cam-
pus relations.

When I have cxplained why many
negrocs appear unresponsive in the
classroom, I will note some specific
examples showing times when in-
structors have reinforced this be-
haviour. But the attitude of instruc-
tors is the least worry we have.

No doubt some negroes seem men-
tally backward and emotionally pas-
sive in the classroom because they
are just that. But their ratio to the
total number of negro students. is
no greater than in any other group.
Our apparent lesser fluency when it
does assert itself, can be traced to
two causes. . First, many of us come
from social backgrounds in which
the negro is seen and heard only
at the pleasure of whites, with op-
portunities for physical presence more
frequent than those for self-expres-
sion. A past of segregation and sup-
pression of civil lberties influences
profoundly the attitude of negroes
and thelr abllity to play a vocal part
in the predominantly white class-
rooms. Years stamped with the hos-
tility of whites and sometlmes dis-
figured by the poverty of homes—
and more often, of whole communi-
ties—cunnot be shaken off upon en-
tering a classroom.

Again, we often maintain silence
because we fear to confirm, no
matter how mistakenly, the label of
inherefit stupidity glibly attached to
us.

We'll say that a point in the lecture
remains obscure. A question occurs
to onec of us. But is it a pood or
bad question—will it cast us in an
intelligent or stupid light. “Isn‘t
that just like a dumb nigger?” rings
in our ears. So time passes and we
try to summon up courage to pose
the question: the instructor passes
to another part of the lecture, and
it is too late to ask.

One professor  explained the
negroes dependence on menial labour
—bootblacking. portering, stevedor-
mmg and the like—in a novel, infuri-
ating way. “Fewer whites are oen-
gaged in the lower order of manual
Jobs in proportion to negroes" he
told his class "because negroes have
a monopoly of these jobs'' At this
point he remembered a negro pre-
sent. “Oh, nothing personal intended,
of course."
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On another ‘occasion, more offen-
sive, a professor persisted in refer-
ing to coloured people as darkies,
Finally & negro student could no
longer stand this implied inferiority,
and asked his professor to refrain
from using the word. *“Where I come
from, darky is an accepted term,.
the professor said. "No-one in this
class seems to object.” “Well, I ob-
jeet,” *and if you continue to use
the word, I'!n going to quit the class." -

He quit.

I myself have experienced unplea-
santness with an instructor, though
he probably didn’'t realise the effects
of his attitude and actions. Or rather,
didn't care to realise the effects.

The instructor, following the argu-
ment of the textbook, had been try-
ing to imply the mental inferjority
of the negro, with only enough quali-
fications in his argument to remain
on safe grounds. After class, I ap-
proached the instructor to present
a refutation and register a protest.

“I don't think you've taken all the

factors into consideration A |
began,

“No, of course not."

"“The attitude of the poor . .. "

was as far as I got again.

“Yes, I seec your point of view."”
“l1 wish you'd emphasise . . . "
I ventured.

“Yes, 1 quite understand. Now.
was there anything else you wanted?"

Yet, I repeat, you would gather, a
wrong Impression if . you were to
think the negro on this campus feels
hls instructors are the mailn source
and proponents of discriminatlon.
The source lies beyvond the campus
and beyond the classroom. In fact,
the chief manifestations of discrim-
ination appear outside the classroom.

Not a single negro woman attends
this University at present. One hears
fwo recasons commonly advanced for
this peculiar situation. Either or
poth may be correct, If the admin-
istration spoke out, rumour might
disappear.

At the beginning of the fall term
in 1947, Estelle Allen. a senior negro
student, and a white woman student
applied for a double room in the
University dormitory. During the
spring term, Estelle had roomed with
another white woman without any
objections being raised. Now Estel-
Ie's friend was entering this Univer-
sity; the two had become friends in
Portland.

But the director of dormitories de-
clined their application for a double
room. The University had now pro-
hibited mixed rooming among women,
she told Estelle. Not -satisfied withs
this explanation. Estelle took her
case to the president of the Univer-
sity. He blamed some Portland
mothers. who after hearing of the
mixed rooming during the spring, had
forced him to issue a directive pro-
hibiting the continuance of this
policy,

-The president of an American uni-
versity admitted taking orders from
4 smuall bigotted pressure Eroup.
Aguin, this situation pertains in .the
20th century, In an Institution which

is supposed to be the epltome of aca-
(emie-fredom.

These artwcles will be continued in e
et wsue of Salivnt.,
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HOW TO VOTE

In One Easy Lesson

The Prime Minister wants his answer. And, of course, when
people as influential as Prime Ministers want anything, they have
ways of getting what they want. And so the country faces another

referendum.

It has met with a mixed reception, this referendum business.
Mr. Holland argues that everyone wants it and the Government
should therefore go ahead and do what it wishes without delay.
The Government can argue, on the face of things, that it is apply-
ing direct democracy by asking the people themselves what they
want. And, of course in days when merely to suggest that word
‘democracy’ is to wrap ones beliefs in an odour of sanctity, the
Prime Minister has got a powerful justification for his action.
However, referenda were not unknown in countries like pre-war
Germany whose beliefs were not quite democratic. I will try to
show that this referendun should have all the hall marks which
distinguish a democratic referendum from a non-democratic one, So
what would we ask of this ideal referendum?

First, that It be fairly taken (in
the narrow technical sense, that is).
No-one seriously supposes, I think,
that Mr. Fraser or any of his oppo-
nents are goilng to indulge in ballot
rigging; this question is not there-
fore of any great import here.
Could the referendum be carried out
unfairly even If these technlicalities
were observed? The answer unfor-
tunately is YES—and still more un-
fortunately, it looks very much as
though it is going to be carried out
in this way.

Logic . . .

In a democracy (you'll pardon it if
it is trying to teach you something
you know) everyone is given a vote

Counci! which opposes conscription—
to which our Stud. Asa. Is affiliated
—has sent a great denl of material
to papers which has never been
printed. If thils 1s so, it Is unlikely
that many people In thls country will
ever hear any arguments against
conscfiption. Can you visuallse Mr.
Fraser haviog an open debate on the
merits of the case over a national
linkup of all statlons? Can you lm-
agine any paper headlining the views
of an opponent of conscription? Does
this look llke ‘presenting the whole
cnse to the voters?”

This feature is bad enough, It is
the sort of thing which is mentioned
sanctimoniously when the papers
talk of "stifling free discussion” and

DEBATING TEAM FOR N.Z.U.
For the debate against the Aussles, V.U.C.'s nomlnations were: O'Connor,

Milburan, O'Brlen,

selected by a committee of the N.Z.U.S.A. Resldent Executlve.

Of these three, only O'Brien was plcked. The team was

V.U.C.'s

representative on the selection com.r_nlttce was O'Brilen.

L

to exercise. The exercising of this
vote should be carried out with due
regard to reason, a nice weighing up
of the arguments, and a logical and
unbiassed decision. If the referendum
were voted on in this matter by each
and every voter, if the material were
placed before him in this clear
logical form, devoid of emotionality—
and more, if every possible argument
were presented—then we would be in
the democratic paradise which our
papers would have us believe. But
again, we doubt whether anyone
seriously believes that the referen-
dum will be carried oui in this man-
ner.

. « « Likelihood . . .

From indications already, what is
likely to happen? Something like
this. First (and remember what we
said above about presenting all sides
of the argument) it<s very doubtful
whether anyone who opposes con-
scription will get a chande to be heard.
It is obvious already that If one
wishes to support it, space is over-
flowing in any paper to report
opinions.- But we belleve that the
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of "farcical clections” in other coun-
tries. It alone would be enough to
make a mockery of the whole idea
of 8 referendum. But there is some-
thing which is even more liable to
explode the myth of the ‘free and
democratic franchise.’

. . . But no force

What will inevitably be said—bhas
been said alrecady-—of anyone who
opposcs conscription? That he is a
Communist, a fellow traveller, that
he supports Communism. Mr. Fraser
in his conference speech has given
us a taste of what is to come. Now
it is true that there is not likely
to be any intimidation physically dur-
ing the campaign. No-one is going
to be beaten up for saving what he
thinks (unless that reported mecting
in Greymouth means something).
And anyway, what need is there to
intimidate anyone by physical force
when you nced only to call him a
Communist to discredit him in the
eyes of the voters. or threaten to do
so to stop him talking at all? Does
this look like letting both sides of the
question be aircd?
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develop and break down?

And what of the voters? We asked
in our ideal that they be allowed to
make up their minds reasonably, to
come to a legical and unbiassed de-
cision. Do wvou seriously think that
they will? Or will every paper in the
country carry banner heads on the
Communist threat to the Democratic
Way of Life, Soviet Brutality, the
Need to Defend Our Freedom and so
on ad inflnitum. Is this a clear, hard
logical presentation of the case?
His emotions pushed and swayed by
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every new edition, every statement
made and publicised by the R.S.A, the
Chambers of Commerce and both
political parties—how can the voter
possibly fail to come to his decision
on these emotional grounds?

And If you stlll doubt that this
mockery ls llkely to happen In God's
own country, just thlnk—would an
article saying these things have any
chance of belng printed by a single
one of the dally newspapers in New
Zegland?

TOYNBEE OR NOT TOYNBEE

Can there be a science of history? If not, why not? If so,
has Arnold Toynbee, in his six-tome “STUDY OF HISTORY"
found it? A symposium consisting of Professor R. Parker, D..
Peter Munz, and Mr. Harold Miller tried to clarify the minds of the
Historical Society on these :;uestions one evening at the end of last
term. But as in all the purely academic societies in this college,

no conclusion was reached.

Professor Parker gave a plain
statement of Toynbeelsm, Dr. Munz
a mechanistic attack, and Mr. Miller
a eulogistic apologia. Toynbee's theo-
ry of history cannot be stated {airly in
a few lines, but let us do our best.

His historical unit—to the orthodox
historian the "nation."” to the Mar-
xian a gradually developing whole—
is the “civilization,” a remarkably
vague term which he can apply to
the most heterogeneous collection of
human aggregations. For example,
he regards the Western and the Bal-
kan clvilizations as distinet units,
and combines Greece and Rome in
one?

Right, having named his term,
without anywhere very adequately
defining it. he proceeds to abstract
laws of development from the facts of
a hypothetical history divided into
these units. First gencral law—that
civilizations begin, grow and break
down. Very good, they all have. so
they all will. That goes for me too.
Thus we have the first concrete infer-
ence from Toynbeeism, for the pre-
sent world—civilization is doomed?
Toynbeelsm s therefore firstly the
historleal phllosophy of pessimism,

Now, how do civilizations rise.
By the
second law—"challenge and, re-
sponse,” Another vague term which
can cover almost cevery factor in hu-
man progress. It seems to mean
little more than “cause and effect,”
and might as well have been left un-
said. But this semi-dialectical “law."”
together with the third “law™ which
recognizes, in a cautious and fatal-
istic way, the existence of class divi-
sion and conflict in all civilizations
of the past, gives the key to where

Toynbeeism  comes from. It s
Marx's shadow distorted. It ix the
conservative Intellipentsin’s unswer

to Marxism. But unfortunately it is
not very satisfactory.

~ Harold Miller ecmbraced Toynbhee-
iIsm at once, for it places mind heflore
matter, and sees religion as the most
important factor in the shaping of
human society. Methods of produc-

tion have nothing to do with it.

Dr. Munz claimed that a general
scientific view of history. as of any-
thing, was impossible until we had
command of all the facts. This state-
ment is unfortunately contradicted
by the history of covery scientific
hypothesis since Galileo, so 1 beg
lcave to ignore it. There In no reason
why we cannot abstract sclentific
laws of development from the history
of human soclety as from any other
subject-—unless, of course. you believe
that the world cxists only in our
senses, in which case you would jetti-
son all science and stop cating.

Karl Knew
Prolessor Parker made this point
quite forcibly. There can bLe a
science of history, but it must be for-
mulated by scientific method. Tovn-

bee has certainly not done that, Fle
omits the really primary stufl of
living altogether., and talks in ab-

stractions. The impact of one form
of society. cconomically superior, on
another, is to Toynbee primarily a
mental impact. Material things are
not cven important, apparcnily. let
alone primary. Why! admitted the
Professor shyly even Mary was more
scientific than Toynbee! (Constlerna-
tion,) Toynbee talks in metaphors.
“"Challenge and response”™ was merely
an accident to human development,
nol the determining foree, the sine
qua non.

Ghandi came very near 1o proving
that food comes first, and that there-
fore. in the agperegate. how society
praduces its needs shapes society.
That is one up to Marx, Apainst
Tovnbee's pessimism, Marxism com-
bines materialism with the observa-
tion that while cach ruling class has
been supplanted by another as modes
of production changed, vet today
there is no  alternative exploiting
class, The logical step forward from
our type of moribund socicty, is to

a socialism without e¢lasses.  Mar-
xism therefore looks Torward with
hope. Another one up to Marx.
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VICTORY TO

VICTORIA

A half-empty hall, gowned debaters stalking around, then

finally the judges arrived, dinner-jacketed

ties?

wot no white

Miss Alison Pearce, Vice-President of the Debating Society, con-
firmed our suspicions that the Australian team consisted of the
best Australian debaters, Messrs, Roden, Hermes and Webster, for
the affirmative, and for the negative, Messrs. O'Connor, O'Brien
and Milburn, from V.U.C. (muffled cheering from the back of the
hall, during which an old lady was removed, singing “We're the

Girls from up the Hill"').

Roden: "I have been here before
. . . "His previous reincarnations, it
appearcd, had been spent-at various
universities (starting 700 years ago).
There he discovered their greatest
product was a challenging mind,
which cnabled the graduates to sce
further than his fellows, and know
what was what in matters of politics
and the like. Though today the pro-
fessional, the specialist, bulked large
in the university the same method
of approach was still used, intellec-
tunl methodology. Students work in
an atmosphere of knowledge, where
the specialist can rub shoulders with
the man who is getting a more gen-
cral cducation. lastly, technical
learning can be obtained from the
University, which turns out the spe-
cialists necessary to a civilised com-
munity. Sir Galahad Roden galloped
from the lists with these words: “"uni-
versity sends  forth  intellectual
knights, armoured with a conditioned
mind. armed with the sword of
knowledge, fighting the dragons of
prejudice, protecting the maiden,
socicty, who is unaware of what is
going on.” Once more unto the
speech, dear friends . . .

Mr. O'Connor felt that if hc had
lived for 700 years he would have

got a better idea of what the modern
university was doing. Originally the
university had searched for truth,
but when the university in the 19th
century broke from Christian meth-
odology and putting nothing in its
place, this became no longer true.
Students were told to ignore the fun-
damental precepts by which the
society around them lived. The fos-
tering of opinions rather than facts,
and the use of discussion for its own
sake, produced men liable to be over
tolerant, possessed of a permanently
suspended judgment. believing sin-
cercly in nothing. The students of
Germany fell to Nazism, the doctors
of Belsen committed atrocities be-
cause they had never been encour-
aged to learn their duty to society.
Specialisation was justifled only in
rescarch: free-will and determinism
were taught at the same place: noth-
ing taught is finally true. Graduates
were no help in solving world social
problems: and the materialist mind
can create a system like Nazism,
without a real protest In the namc
of intellectual freedom. If the uni-
versity is to have a useful social
function it must integrate, not specu-
late.

% D.B. LAGER
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Mr. Hermes: accused Mr. O'Connor
of being disconnected, and of advo-
cating a return to the scholastic
theology which went out with the
University of Paris. It was replaced
then by the wealth of knowledge
brought by the Renascence. Students
had spoken up in occupied countries.
Why were universities always at-
tacked first in totalitarian states?
He followed Roden’s lead and boosted
the ideal scholastic conditions, the
challenging mind, the broad training
given the specialist. Functions like
Procesh and Extrav, too, were good
in the training of solid citizens. Uni-
versity provided an introduction to
self-government and training in
executive matters, both useful func-
tions to the student. An example of
university effectiveness in world af-
fairs was the stout work done by
World Student Relief, surely a good
example of a satisfactory social func-
tion.

Mr.. O'Brlen, remembering Mr.
Roden, at first thought he was at a
Drama festival. Then wondered if it
might not be a Brahmin revival
mecting. The “rubbing shoulders”
argument is invalid, due to close col-
lege confines, as seen in the Engi-
neering and Medical Schools. Other
grievances were that the universities
are blindly following the society of
today In over-specialisation, for ex-
ample, theses on the '‘bacteriological
content of an undershirt,” and 1001
hints to sccretaries,” Perhaps an-
other -might be “what one finds in
civil servant's satchels."

Grievances continued: The Univer-
sity is not lcading to an understand-
ing of social problems, nor is it show-
ing how to use its knowledge. The
University is largely dependent on
public funds, and is therefore a lia-
bility. The University is not fulfill-
ing a useful function and is therefore
not appreciated by society. The Uni-
versity concentrates, nowadays, on
specialization, not on finding new
fields of knowledge.

Mr| Webster said the aflirmative
had made a list of satisfactory func-
tions, specially the spirit which can
challenge society from within. The
negative did not deny this to be a
useful function. Mr. O'Connor's
“permanently suspended judgment”
was not to be found .in ‘practice; de-
cisions have to be made ecach day.
The University turned out men train-
cd to enquire before judgment. Free-
will and determinism are both taught
because both are believed, who is to
say which is cofrect? The negative
wants static unchanred knowledge
to be taught. The Belsen doctors did
not come from Universities where
freedom of thought was encouraged.
Only in the University does the spe-
rialist come into contact with other
learning while he trains. The Uni-
versity does not satisly the commun-
ity because the community does not
want {o appreciate its stringent criti-
cism, but it is better that criticisms
should come from within.

Mr. Milburn, poor fellow. came to
the University with a greater mo-

e
e,

tive than a desire for professional
qualifications. He hoped for integra-
tion and crystalization of his know-
ledge but all he found was a round
of terms—finals—terms—finals (ab-
breviated). Neither was there any
attempt to teach appreclation of
living nor even a philosophy in teach-
ing. "We come up for lecture, go
down for tea . . . absorb knowledge,
regurgitate it for exams.” Students
as individuals are ignored, especially
extra-mural students. The indiffer-
ent attitude to W.E.A. is atrocious.

When the two leaders, Mr. O'Con-
nor and Mr. Roden, had recapitulated
thelr main arguments each culmin-
ating in a flood of rhetorical ques-
tions, the judges were called on for a
decision.

Of the three judges, Mr. Scotney
had been delegated to speak first.
He gave his usual opening, that he
would perpetuate the tradition, that
the audience should be kept in sus-
pense about the decision for as long
as possible. The flrst time he used
this opening it was almost funny.
Almost. To be brief, VUC won.
Weaknesses in the debate were an
abuse of rhetorical questions, and
the attitude of heavy reverence with
which the first part of the debate had
been received. Some of the speeches
were too discursive. The decision was
very close. Rev. Gascoigne compli-
mented all the debaters on their abil-
ity to debate, and seemed to think
that to train debaters was a useful
social function of the University.
Doctor Kahn was on his feet purely
to show that all the judges had in
fact decided. It was simple to judge
a debate. Decbating was a good thing
as it teaches people to be articulate.

The Debating Society would like
to see a larger attendance at the next
debate on the night of -Saturday, June

11,
Apostasy

“Students have interests in com-
mon with the industrial workers,"
said Mr. W, B, Richards, President of
the Otago Trades Council and of the
N.Z. Trammies’ Union, speaking at
the Socialist Club Weekend School
on the 22nd May. Students have a
peculiar training in thinking. If many
of them think “all wrong” about
issues outside the varsity walls, it
Is up to progressive students to con-
vince them of what is right. It
would not be a hard job. “Many var-
sity students with the wrong ideas
are potentially good fellows. 1 know
lots of them."”

_The meeting he addressed af Otago
University reccently had ‘“an atmo-
sphere of fascism.” Lads who
“thought™ the way dad told them to
“think,” came along in droves to
stop Richards speaking. They did not
succeed. In fact they gave the cause
of anti-conscription a great boost—
firstly by giving press publicity to the
issue, and sccondly, by stating in
their motion, that they desired con-
scription as a means of combating
industrial strikes! Let Fraser laugh
that one off!

(continued opposite)
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ANOTHER CHRISTIAN VIEWS
CHINA

Interview grantcd to Salient’s Paris correspondent by Dr. J. G. Endeoll,
leader of the Canadian Delegation to the World Pcace Congrcss held in Paris,

Aprit 20th—25th.

Dr<Endicott was born in China and passed 22 years there
as a missionary of the United Church of Canada. For two years
(39-40) he was not only advisor to Madame Chiang and the Gen-
eralissimo, but was on intimate personal terms with them and the
members of the Nationalist government; a government (which was
not elected) but seized power by an army and promises, naturally

unfulfilied.

The revolution which is now taking place in China has been

going

on for 100 years. It began with the Taiping Rebellion in

1850. There were outbursts in 1900, 1911 and 1927.

The long range view of history will
show that this movement marks the
break-up of feudalism and it can
therefore be regarded as the Chinese
equivalent of the English revolution
of Cromwell's time or the French
Revolution of 1789.

The changes in China did not ¢come
about by the natural, internal, in-
dustrial development of the economy.
They were forced on the country by
the impact of the Industrial Revolu-
tion from the West. The old feudal
cconomy of China did not enable the
tenent farmer and the landless pea-
sant to make a living by farming.
Each had to supplement it by home
industries. These home Industrics
are being destroyed by the advent of
cheap machine-made goods. .

Since the agricultural population
of China is thus ‘faced with semi-
starvation because of the loss of its
handicraft industries, it must demand
two things:—

(a) a land reform which will
relieve the starving peasant
of high crop rent, high in-
terest, oppressive taxation
and the continuous conscrip-
tion of his labour by both the
government and the land-
lord.

(b) a programme of indus-
trialisation which will take
care of the surplus popula-
tion and at the same time
guarantee a free and inde-
pendent China.

The Chinese reformers of today are
afraid that China may become an
agricultural and raw material colony
of the industrial West and that it
may be forced into the old position
of being a market of *400,000,000
customers.”

In the past, each attempt of the
Chinese people to bring about these
reforms was stopped or set back by
western armed intervention. When
it was not direct armed intervention,
it consisted of arming and financing
a small reactionary group which
would stop the reforms and give the
West the economic advantages it de-
manded. ‘

From 1911 onwards imperialist
Japan was particularly successful at
this sort of intervention. Modern
American policy is no different and
accounts for the Anti-American feel-

ing’ in China which is not the work
of agitators but represents a decp
fear on the part of the great major-
ity of the Chinese people that the
“Twenty-one demands” of Japan and
the “Co-prosperity Sphere’ may
come out in a revised and condensed
U.S. edition.

Past Failure

The Kuomintang government head-
cd by the “Four Families" is quite
incapable of giving the reforms which
the great majority of the people
want. There is overwhelming evi-
dence that the government is too
corrupt, oppressive and incfficient to
handle the situation.

Since 1944 there has been a long
list of major scandals. any one of
which would have forced the resigna-
tion of the government in a democratic
country. For example: The Gold Bar
Scandal, The Postal Savings Bank
Scandal, The Shanghai Rice Hoard-
ing Scandal, The Shanghai U.S. Blood
Plasma Deal, The Taking Over of
Japanesc Property Scandal, The
Slaughter in Formosa Scandal, etc.

Dr. Endicott continued by giving
extensive proofs of the corruption
and cruelty of the Chiang Regime,
quoting largely from reactionary
American sources. But, as the rotten-
ness of this regime is now universally
recogniscd we do not consider it
necessary to repeat the material.

The Chinese people, through hun-
dreds of organisations, demanded.
after the war a great reform based
on a coalition government. The Na-
tionalist Government, before it was
armed by America, agreed to a coali-
tion government as the basis of
these negotiations,. The Chinese
Communist Party was reasonable
and compromising, as General Mar-
shall has admitted. until they became
aware that while General Marshall
was negotiating with-his left hand
arming Chiang Kai-Shek with his
right hand. It soon became evident
that America intended to establish
a corrunt military dictatorship by the
help of American money, men and
arms. An cxamination of the state
of affairs in China south of the Yan-
gtse river, where Chiang Kai-Shek's
regime has been in undisputed con-
trol for years is adequate demonstra-
tion of the fact that to keep him in
power can only make things worse.

Scabs—1913 and 1849

When dragged in to hold up the
Federation of Labour Conference,
Angus McLagan had sald. 1949 meant
the labour movement at the Cross-
roads. So it did. For although long
speeches from cabinet ministers and
other extraneous individuals pre-

vented 1949 conference from ever dis-.

cussing conscription and other im-
portant issues, yet on the one issue
that was discussed—the carpenters’
dispute—the Federation came down
on the opposite side of the fence from
the government.

“Crossroads—and the parting of the
ways,” said Mr. Richards. “Perhaps
the biggest issue, standing out above
all the others, was that of whether
the industrial labour movement stood
on its own [eet, or was merely an ap-
Eendage of the political Labour

arty.” They decided. Despite pleas
from Peter's Cabal, that the fact of
a Labour Government altered the
situation, and that scabs now were
different things from scabs under the

Massey Government, industrial labour
shook its head. The government has
recognized scabs. The federation re-
fuses to. Where next?

Parting of the Ways

“Governments may come and go,
but the trade union movemcnt goes
on forever,” said Mr. Richards. The
lickspittling policy of Labour's lead-
ers over scabbery and conscription
had meant the alienation of the mili-
tant labour movement. The walkout
from the Federation conference de-
monscrated that the real unions—
those not dependant on compulsory
unionism for ther existence—were
determined that if they were betray-
ed they would fight for themselves.

The “Labour” Government had cx-
posed itself. “After a long record
of service in the Labour Party, I have
to confess—sadly—that the Com-
munlist approach to the role of
Soclal Democracy is absolutely cor-
rect.” The Labour Party had gradu-

" ally shaken off all its finest traditions.

The enormous strength of the revo-
lutionary forces has been built up by
giving the great majority of the
people what they want., They get no
help from Russia. Most people are
sceptical of this, but it is a well-
proven fact. General Marshall stated
on his return that there was no evi-
dence. He had observers and agents
all over the north, both during the
war and after.

Mr. R. E. Lauterbach of "Time
Magazine" travelled with a "Truce
Team"” in the north. He writes:—

“I could find no evidence my-
self. I met O.8.8. men and G.2.
operatives who were devotlng all
thelr energies to this problem
from V.-J. Day on. They never
collected a good enough case to
float_a first class rumour, which
in Ina js the pinnacle of fall-
ure,”

Mr. A. T. Steele of Lhe "New
York Herald-Tribune” after exten-
sive investigation reported after a
visit to Comunist contrelled terri-
tory.—

“There Is stll no evidence of
direct materlal ald by the Rus-
slans to 'the Communlst forces.”

Reasons

The revolutionary forces are win-
ning because they are giving 80%
of the people what they want. They
are giving honest government, local
democracy, light taxes and cnough
to eat and enough to wear for cvery-
body. Such a programme is bound
to win.

If we let things take their natural
course in China quickly, without pro-
longing the struggle by arming
Chiang Kai-Shek, we will get a pro-
gressive government which will in-
clude part of the Kuomintang, a
large amount of middle-of-the-road
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influence and some Communists. The

longer we keep Chiang Kal-Shek in
wer, the stronger will the lelt wing
come,

It is interesting to note that what
the revolutionary forces are giving
the people in the way of land reform
and local democracy is what every
political party for the last forty years
has been promising the people.

The US.A. talk about non-inter-
vention in China, but the billions of
dollars and war material they have
granted Chiang have not been aimed
at peaceful ends.

The U.S. has trained and armcd
for the Kuomingtang 700,000 com-
bat troops and 50.000 special service
operatives called by various names.
At least 2000 airmen are being traiii-
ed in the U.S. not to mention the

great training scheme for 250,000
men in Formosa.
Military Training Schools have

been set up by the U.S. Army for
the Kuomintang sinve V..J. Day in
the following places:—Tsingtas,
Nanking, Kunming, Chunking, Can-
ton, Henyang. Hankow, Hsuchow and
several more are planned.

U.S. military training personnel
has been estimated at about 4000.
There is no doubt that US. Army
men are now assisting in the direc-
tion of the civil war,

Dr. Endicott concluded this inter-
view with these words of Dr. T. C.
Chao. Dean of Religion in the Amer-
ican missionary university of Yon-
king:—

"Many of the leading Christians
in China are thanking God f{or
the rapid victory or the Popular
Army as being the only means
for the Chinese people to get
peace and reconstruction.”

| S. T. H. SCOONES.
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Why Do YOU Play For
Ouiside Clubs?

What is lacking in the Sport's Clubs at V.U.C.? In the last
two years it has become more and more noticable that students are
looking outside the college for their recreation. This has become
very noticable in the field of Rugby. Those regular attenders at
the Park will tell you that-on some Saturdays, out of the_: sixty
players there at least six or seven are V.U.C. students. This does
not help our Rugby Club at all. This percentage of V.U.C. types
in other Rugby teams is even more noticable in the lower gradf:s.
Why does this happen? Other Sports Clubs in the college notice
the same thing. Is there something lacking in our own clubs?
In the U.S.A., many people go to Varsity merely for the honour
of playing sport for the varsity. We do not suggest that this
should be the case here but feel that a certain enthusiasm for

Varsity Outplays Tigers To Draw

Tech. Tigers, leading team In Wellington A grade Basketball had thelr
four point lead reduced to three by the up and coming 'Varsity Five, This
game last Tuesday at the Sports Centre was packed with thrills, ending
in a 17-17 draw, Tigers equalizing with a one point penalty In the last
quarter minute, Prominent In attack was elusive Ken Turnbull and captaln
Singhlie Moral who between them netted most of 'Varsity's goals, Pat
Anderson In the back line contributed some fine long range shooting and
helped materlally in keeplog up the renowned right defence. Varalty has
now played slx games, won two, drawn one and lost three—keep It up you
ball players!

Last Saturday should have se¢en the

Varsity Sports Clubs should be shown.

If those people who play for outside bodies in preference to
V.U.C. and have strong reasons for doing so, would write a letter
to the Sport's Editor and state those reasons we would be very
greatful as we want to know what is causing this lack of esprit

de corps.

Hockey One - - -

Women's Hockey is as popular as
ever this year and we have four
teams entered in the Wellington com-
petition, onc in cach grade. Wg are
particularly lucky in having Mr.
Fleet. a most cxperienced player to
coach our scnior teams and his most
helplul advice is already showing in
an improvement in our teams.

The A Team. with a stronger for-
ward than for secveral years, did
well when the Team beat Y.W.CA.
5-0, J, Francis. H. Spencer, and Capt.
B. Young are three players from last
scason and we welcome the addition
of J. McKelvie and J. Young. Also
new assets to the team are P. Barr,
I. Hoe, and V. Anderson, the latter
a Dannevirke rep. goalie. T, Marwick
who has been moved back to the half-
line is adapting herself extremely
well to her new position. B. Hill, our
well-known Wellington sprint champ.
is showing rapid improvement this
scason and uscs her speed and quick-
ness to preat advantage. M. Spiers
is playving her usual reliable game.

P. Sleeman, I. Ashton, B. James.
N. Bannister, and goalie J. Florance,
were unlucky to miss selection for
the A Tecam, but will be a great help
to the Reserve team. D. Thorogood.
B, Stern, E. Hodgson, V. Jones, and
graduate C. Spencer are all playing
good hockey and the competition for
the three reserve positions for the
Tournament team should be strong.

The Scnior B team had a decisive
win Jast Saturday over Athletic. Cap-
tain M. Wakelin is a competent
centre hall and the rest of the team
are working up a good combination.

The Junior team have been han-
dicapped by many of their new play-
crs  having missed the first two
matches through holidays, but are
lucky in baving Miss P. Ralph as
coach. They will no doubt redeem
their lossecs in the latter half of the
scason. There is much enthusiasm
shown by the beginners argl amongst
those showing promise arcé A. Todd,
T. King. and A. Lovell.

D.E.D.
Rugby On
Down Grade?

The firat five Saturdays for
one reason or another have seen
the first fifteen fall to score a
champlonahip point. The Aus-
trallan visit, with the demands
on some of our best players
which it made, c¢an account
partly for the lack of success;
and rank bad luck has also
played ita part. A little more
luck, and finish, could have won
any or all of the Mariat, On-
slow, Orlental or Poneke games.

Generally spcaking the forwards
have been the main strength of the
side, and have given displays of a
consistently good standard. The
backs, however, though they arc
made up of good individuals, have
so far failed to settle down.

Apart from ordinary Club games
there are other points to mention.
On May 4 at Palmerston North,
Massey won a hard fought game by
6 to 5 and on May 11 a combined
tcam from these two sides lost to
Australian Universities by 15 to 17.
V.U.C. representatives in this team
were:—B, Valentine, A. McLeod, J.

McIvor, R. and C. Shannon, J. G.
Smith, H. F. Drake, J. Stone and
D. Dillon. -

On May 14 at Athletic Park,
Austiralia gave N.Z.U. a shock and an
8-3 beating, V.U.C.-ites being C. and
R. Shannon, J. G. Smith, and A. Mc-
Leod,

Congratulations also go to Jarden
and Smith on their selection in the
Wellington team to play Marlborough
on King's Birthday; and sympathy
to Dillon, probably the Club's most
injured player., who is now recuper-
ating after an opcration to the
shoulder.

THE LOWER GRADES:

Junior A: Like the Seniors, and
one might almost say, because of
the Seniors this side has yet to win
a game, though it has drawn once.

first victory for the team, especially
in the forwards, showed that, given
luck and opportunity, it will win
malches.

Junior B: This team, little inferior
to Junior A, has won a couple of
games, and lost the others by narrow
margins. Better backs are the press-
ing need—not only in this team but
throughout the whole Club—and until
these are found the record is not
likely to improve.

Third A: The Colt XV, containing
the best of ‘the fresher talent have
yet to have their line crossed, having
scored 57 points to 6 (two penalties)
in their four games. They have 8
games to go to beat the record of
last vear's 3A team, which kept its
line intact for 12 consecutive weeks,;
but stilk could flnish only second
equal in its grade. It is easy to pro-
phesy, but the least that can be ex-
pected from this team is a high place
in its grade at the end of the season.

Third B: This team has not yet
reallzed its capabilities and should do
better as the season progresses. but
up till now lack of fitness, and the
weak tackling have lost scveral
games, Still, the regular attendance
which the members of this side make
at practices should soon result in a
greatly improved performance.
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Women’s
Basketball

So far this scason the basketball
club has not done anything out-
standing although the Senior B team
has been playing well. This team
has many of the Tournament team
members in it and therefore benefits
from many weeks of practise and ex-
cellent coaching. The other two
teams, an Intermediate A team and
a Junior team have not been suc-
cessful but are showing a higher
standard of play than was shown by
the corresponding teams last year.
This gives us great hopes for the
{future. Many of last year’s players
have stooped playing this year but
we have many promising new mem-
bers. Practises are held every Mon-
doy night at 7 p.m. All players are
required at practise. Be there.

e,

Cross Country

The Harrier Club, held its first
race on Saturday, May 28. The Sher-
wood Cup run over the usual 3 mile
course as an open instead of a sealed
handicap this year, was won by Ian
McKeillar, the fastest times being
Bob Hunt (1) Bill Wright (2) and
Peter Whittle (3).

The Club has just printed a train-
ing syllabus drawn up by Bob Hunt
ex O.U. captain who is now running
for V.U.C. The preliminary period
of jJogging, reaching 6 miles . for up
to 4 nights of the week, has just
been covered. The regular practices
from Weir House on Tuesdays and
Thursdays have been well attended,
and the results obtained later in the
season will in no small measure be
due to the training enthusiasm of
Bob Hunt.

The Club is unfortunate is losing
Clem Hawke to wider fields of fame,
firstly to Australia and then to Eng-
land™> We wish him good luck and we
also send a health germ with’ Peter
Whittle who goes to Sweden shortly.

Five Saturday races have already
been held, of which one was a Pae-
kakariki with Massey College who
have just formed an independent
Harrier Club,

The “Novice Race” (May 7) was
won by B. Cameron, with Mike True-
bridge 2nd. Bob Hunt won the
“Veterans Race” also held at Worser
Bay., We regret that no provision
made for those who turned up in
dinner suits after Capping Ball.
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Stop Press

Last Saturday VUC
Senior Rugby Team
defeated Taita 14-9.
Congrats. on your first
win,

On Tuesday night
the Indoor Basketball
Team was beaten by
Cardinals in a close

game, the score being
22-21.
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SALIENT’S KOOKABURRA

—From Our Australian Corrcspondent

After a trip on the Monowai, which gained for our N.Z.U. Athletic
Team a reputation for sea sickness and a certain’ notoriety, due to their
willingness to entertain their fellow passengers with well known Varsity
songs, our team arrived in Sydney. On arrival the team at once started
to train for their events. They were all greatly impressed by the training
facilitics available. Sydney University, itself, has its own oval. Although
training hard, the team has been able to do some sight-seeing. Sydney
University itself has impressed all team members. One point of interest
was the fact that cach faculty has its own building and also that the Student's
Building is half the size of V.U.C.

By the time this is published, the team will have competed in some
more events.

The tcam was unfortunate in being beaten by a narrow margin in their
first meeting. This however, was due in no small measure, to the bad
conditions. Our V.U.C, representative, Clem Hawke came third in his event.

By the time our next edition goes to press, we will be able to give
our readers more news from Australia.

SOUTH’S BOOK DEPOT

8 WILLIS STREET, WELLINGTON

All kinds of books and particularly
University Text Books

are obtainable at South’s, where, along with
set books are many recommended books of
tx the kind you' require, also a selection of

reading surrounding each of your subjects.

Use QOur Mail Order Service

SOUTH'S for BOOKS
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