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The Easter Conference of NZUSA held during Anzac Week-
end must have approached an all-time low in its negative and de-

structive policy on certain student issues.

Main target for attack,

after the disaffiliation from the International Union of Students
on the first day, was the Student Congress, the first of which was

held at Curious Cove last January.

A knotty problem that arose was
that of Congress finance.  Subsidies
to last year's Congress came as fol-
lows: AUC, VUC and OU £350 each,
and public support, £150, Canterbury
had contributed nothing, neither had
the Agricultural Colleges. The Can-
terbury delegates then introduccd a
remit: “That the cost of Congress be
reduced.” They stated that they
were against College associations
making subsidies to Congress, and
suggested that in future no subsi-
dies should be paid. It should be
paid by the studénts attending., Mr.
Taylor (President) pointed out that

as the chance of further public sup-

port had been seriously prejudiced by
Rev. Martin Sullivan's irresponsible
statements to the Press concerning
the Congress, the need for subsidies
from the College associations was
even greater this vear. If Canter-
bury's proposal was adopted, the cost
to students attending would be
something like £8 or £9 each, and
"we might as well give up the idea
of Congress now."”

Mr. Robinson (AUC) said that each

year, Students’ Associations paid
large subsidies to tournaments, so
that students could come together

and play sport. Auckland's attitude
was that it was just as important
for students to come together and
think, and therefore these subsidies
relatively small as they were, were
entirely justified.

Motions . . .

The next hotly debated question
was that of the appointment of a
Controller for the next Congress
to be held in January, 1950, at Curi-
ous Cove. An application for that
position had been received by the
Executive of NZUSA from Rev. M.
Sullivan. The exec., for reasons
which we will consider later on, re-
fused to recommend him and refer-
red the application to their Council.
Otago University moved '‘that this
application be supported.” Their. case
seemed to have only one relevant
point—that the Rev. Sullivag was an
experienced and capable drganiser;
in fact, more experienced thah the
last Congress organiserey Mr, Dow-
rick. Such flimsy grounds for sup-
port scarcely warranted the heat
with which they were put [orward,
and it seemed to us that personal
allegiance rather than merit was at

the back of it. Mr. N. Taylor vacated-

the chair to speak on the motion.
Ho opposed the application on the
following grounds:

1. That the Rev. Sullivan was not
capable as organiser. Remember the
£5 per students appeal?

2. That the Rev. Sullivan had
shown by his statements to the press
after the last Congress that he, at
least in this instance., was capable
of acting stupidly. His statements
to the Press were not correct and a
man of his experience should have
realised the interpretation that the
press would put upon them, He
walted till the Congress was over

and madc his criticisms to the press
without having put these forward to
the people concerned—though he had
every opportunity to do so both at
Congress itself and on the NZUS
Congress Committee. These press
statements have done untold harm
to the University in general in N.Z.
They have earned the censure of
prominent University men who were
interested in .Congress. A person who
could be so short-sighted as to be-
have in this fashion is not one in
whom the faith of NZUSA could be
reposed. Mr. N. Taylor went on to
say that, when asked to explain his
actions, Rev. Sullivan admitted that
he was in the wrong, but the dam-
age was done. He concluded by say-

ing that the residents of the NZUSA
were not prepared to let Rev. Sulli-
van have anything further to do with
the running of NZ students’ affairs.

Mr, K. O'Brien also opposed the
citing a

appointment. breag¢h of

faith which had been committed. The
Rev. Sullivan had been asked 1o
wrile to the press correcting the
published statements. This he apgreed
to do within a fortnight, the letter
to be referred to the Exec. for ap-
proval., This he did not do, eventu-
ally handing in the letter at such a
late date that theré was no point in
reviving the issue,

.« mules ...

In fact of this’idisputable evidence.
(U, backed by CUC continued to
support 1the motion. It was obvious
that the support was not grounded on
the capabilities of Rev. Sullivan. At
this point it was clear. that if the
original motion had been voted on
then and there it would have been
defeated. There followed a rapid
succession of amendments, with-
drawal of mntotions, and intricate
manoeuvring, until finally AUC mov-
ed a 10-minute adjournament. When
the meeting resumed, Mr. Evison, of
VUC, moved that “while Rev. Sulli-
van had certain undoubted ability, it
was unwise to accept his application
without giving others interested a
chance to apply, or giving other col-
leges a chance to consider nomina-
tions.”” He therefore moved that
Rev, Sullivan's application be re-
ceived and referred to the resident
Exec. for consideration along with
any other nominations which might
be received within a set period.

INEPTITUDE

. . « and messes

OU then withdrew their earlier
ment of Congress Controller for 1950
motign and moved “that the appoint-
he made at this conference.”” Mr.
Tizard (AUC) and Mr. Evison (VUC)
objected strongly to this, since there
was no mention of it pn the agenda
paper. There was no remit submit-
ted on the subject by OU and there-
fore, no other college had any oppor-
tunity to offer nominations for the
position. This motion was carried.
the chairman called for nominations,
OU immediately nominated Rev. Sul-
livan, and as no other colleges had
nominations ready, he was automati-
cally appointed. To us, it appeared
that the Controller was not appoint-
ed on his merits, but due to some
clever manoeuvring by OU and CUC
for reasons best known to them-
selves. '

Lincoln and Massey stated that it
was unlikely that any of their stu-
dents would be able to attend Con-
gress; CUC refused to subsidise Con-
gress for no obviously good reasons.
CUC’s miserable attitude in refusing
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to pay their share of Congress ex-
penses was matched only by their
impudence in seeking to dictate the
choice of Congress controller. Some
CUC students may atiend, but en-
tirely at their own expense. which
will be prohibitive to many students,
That means that AUC, VUC and OU
are going to be the colleges inter-
ested. Of these three, both AUC and
VUC opposed the appointment. Fur-
ther, VUC will have most of the work
to do and it seems distinctly unfair
that they should work with a con-
troller in whom they rightly have
no confldence. |

Finally. it has been noted that the
resident Exec. of NZUSA refused to
recommend Rev. Sullivan, so that the
action of the Council, and particular-
ly that of OU and CUC is tantamount
to a vote of no-confidence in their
own Executive.

Together with Mr, Tayler. Sali-
ent has nothing whatever to do with
Rev, Sullivan personally; we wish
this to be understood. But the man-
ner in which this appointment was

.made, considering the lack of confi-

ence in Rev. Sullivan, which has ex-
sted since his unfortunate press
statements, leaves Salient staggered
af such ineptitude,

LETTRE FRANCAISE _
VUC Veterans In Paris

Sur hundred million people

tined prace at the World Congress for Peaee
At Has Congress, convoked by the IWorld Committee of Intellectuals for

2ath A prid,

dectared their loyalty to interwational friendship

held in Paris from the 20th to the

Peace awd the World Fedevation af Democvatioc Wamen, the 1'UC Studentx’ laxoes-

tifton s oficwlly represenfed

Nlew Seomiex.,

Lo distinguished  graduates, Jim

Two doys befave the Congress began they weole

Hollyman and

fo the Ntwd., Axx.

Seeet taig # ini the .]"m'l'nl-"i-ug‘.!' el lroesinxtie fevins,

Here are some briel details
concerning the Congress. which pro-
mises 1o be one of the great histori-
cal events of our times. It is being
held in the Salle Pleyvel, Paris. from
the 20th to the 25th April inclusive,
with a break in the work on the 24th
for a huge Peace Demonstration at
the BufTalo Stadium on the southern
outskirts of Paris where the dele-
gates will be acclaimed by Peace
Caravans from all over France and
neighbouring countries in Europe
and from Britain.

There will be two thousand
delegates, representing 600,000,-
000 people from more than 50
countries,

The list of world writers, artists,
scientists, musicians, actors and in-
tellectuals in general who-are spon-
sors or delegates is chormous—they
range from Paul Robeson to Queen
Elizabeth of Belgium. from the Pat-
riarch of all the Russias to Charles
Chaplin, and from Jolist Curie 10
Shostakovich.

A certain section of the European
Press s of course. attempting o
present the Congress as a Lelt-wing
political demonstration. DBut the
women of the Argentine pampas, the
Neproes of Central Africa and the
Housewives of Holland cannot easily
be given a political label. The
breadth and scope of representation
precludes any political sectarianism.

The clear und obvious busly of
the enormous success of the.up-
peal for the Congress s that the
peoples of the world want peace.

That this is not to the liking of
same Gov Fiments is barne out by
the attempt of the French Govern-
ment to restrict this breadth of re-
presentation by establishing a quota
of visas. Italy, however, has sent a
delegation of over 300 members (in-

cluding the mayors of 25 large towns,
cte.),  Britain, a delegation of 200
members, the USA 40, and so on.
The Maison de la Pensee Francaise,
which is the organisational centre,
is a hive of activity and a Bulletin
is published daily, at present in
French, but with the opening of the
Congress it will appear in the five
official languages. There is also a
press service which issues com-
muniques to the press agencies and
arranges press conferences.
Interpretation at the Congress will
e on the model of the system used
at UNO meetings. )

A huge exhibitlon has been organ-
ised which will be open for a month.
Held at the Cirque d'Hiver its aim
is to show the history of the struggle
ol the peoples af the world for peace.
It is a pity there was not the time to
arrange for a good contribution from
NZ for it

On the day following the closing
of the Congress delegates from all
over the world will speak in the
main provincial towns of France.

The theme to be debated in com-
mission are disarmament, ecconemic
relations between nations. war pro-
paganda. elc.

We will altempt to keep vou in-
formed as far as possible of the
~tncral trend of discussions as the
Congress proceeds, but since there
will probably be night sessions this
may not be possible. In any case,
full reports will be sent airmail as
soon as we can prepare them. Copies
of the Bulletin will be sent surface
mail.

Already at this stage np words are
adequate to tell the tremendous re-
sponse there has been in favour of
the Peace Congress.

JIM HOLLYMAN.
S. T. H. SCOONES.
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COUP D'ETAT?

The revelation of Otago's manoeuvres at NZUSA Conference
to put: Rev. Sullivan in charge of Students’ Congress 1950 has been
received by VUC students with all the manifestations of utter as-

tonishment.

Members of VUCSA Executive and others closely

associated with the first Congress registered strong indignation
at the prospect of having Congress in the hands of its most vigor-

ous opponent.

The only non-student in the last Congress organisation, Rev.
Sullivan was asked to serve on the NZUSA Sub-committee in an
attempt to get a broadly representative gathering at Curious Cove.
This privilege he abused by making a highly misleading statement
to the press designed to discredit the Curious Cove gathering and

‘any future attempts.

We can do nothing but go on record as coﬁpletely rejecting

the procedure adopted by OU at the NZUSA Conference.

Nomina-

tions for Congress Controller were not called for; none of the other
colleges had instructed their delegates in the matter; the election

was a surprise move.

Massey and Lincoln delegates stated they were not interested
in Congress; CUC has not paid their last year's subscription and

refuse to do so.

It was the votes of these three groups who have

not sufficient interest to support the venture that appointed Rev.
Sullivan, in face of vigorous opposition of AUC and VUC.

We can gauge the extent 6f OU’s real interest in Congress by
the fact that they moved that Congress Remits be voted on without

discussion.

When weighing up this situation we must bear in mind that
Rev. Sullivan's relationship to the University and the Students'
Association has never been formalised. The Association, by motion
in Executive has aligned itself with the NZUSA Congress Sub-
committee decision to avoid entrusting any future student activity

to Rev. Sullivan,

We feel that VUC cannot under any circumstances support a
person who has done them great disservice in the past and who
has no established ties making him responsible to them for his

—P.F.J.

actions.
a
Again
Sir,

Emboidened by  their numerical
superiority and fortilied by the
knowledge that they stand four-
square with the status quo the staff
of the Biological Departments
imagine that they can dispose of

the heretical PJA by mere display
of strength without discussing the
case for “Michurin Genetics,” “"We
do not propose to cnter an argument-
on the relative merits , . ." say our
biologists, while students of genetics
wonder why detractors of Lysenko
the world over refuse to discuss Lys-
enko's actual claims, preferring to
villify USSR with statements about
“concentration camps” and violent
“suppression of supporters of Weis-
mann."”

Persistent  “reports” of Vavilov's
death in prison are refuted by a
statement in Jourrfal of Heredity" that
he died in 1942 at Magadan in the
Arctic. breeding frost - resistant
wheat.,” Sincere students of gene-
tics should study the genetics of the
"Big lie.,” material for which may
be l[ound in BMJ, Nov., 1948, to Jan.,
1949. On Nov. 13 that journal print-
vd Darlington’s review of a trans-
lation of an address by Lyscnko,
wherein Darlington, rather than dis-
russ Lysenko's views on a scientific
basis, made a propaganda attack on
Russian . science by deliberately dis-
torting the content of the addresses;

the cnsuing correspondence amply
refutes Darlington's  innuendoes
against the Russian Academy of
Science,

Many Woeslern scientists have
themselves come to doubt the valid-
ity of Weismann's Theory and its
later developments, e.g., Quarterly
Review of Riology, June. 1848, 124,
publishes a reassessment of Weis-
mann's original papers which con-
cludes that his observations on Hy-

droid could not fairly be considered
a basis for such a theory, Or con-
sider the implications of a Eaper 1o
the AAAS (Science, Nov. 26, 1948,
5801, which concludes that it is es-
iablished that “the cytoplasm. as
well as the genes, play a decisive
role in determining heredity traits';
or the conclusion of Dr. Hammond,
Reader in Agricultural Physiology,
Cambridge, in a recent book: "Thus
man can direct not only the evolu-
tion of his domestic animals but also
his own by creating the environment

. in which he brings up the next
gencration.”

Finally, I suggest that Wadding-
ton's remarks during a similar con-
troversy (Lancet, Jan. 1, 1949, 41)
are relevant to this discussion: “'I
heard the broadcasts of the four
scientists {Harland, Fisher, Darling-
ton, Haldane) referred to. Three of
them put political prejudice before
their duty. as scientists. of consid-
ering the facts and wasted their time
.+ - - in political diatribes and rant-
ing accusations aginst Russia, for
which they had not the slightest
grounds of proof,"” ’

If there are any serious students
of genetics in Victoria I -shall be
pleased to suply them with refer-
ences and/or articles for and against
Lysenko which, being a fair cross-
section of the current controversy,
should enable them to decide for
themselves where the truth lies.

W, H. Oliver,

Sir,

I would dsmaw your attention to
the unwarranted interspersion of
editorial comment in letters and
artitles to Salient, The effect cre-
ated by these intrusions detracts
from the value of the articles and up-
sets their readability., I would sug-
gest that the editor reserve his com-
ments fof the editorial column, or
that they be inserted after the Jetters

or articles.
HENRY E, CONNOR: *

SALIENT STAFF

Editor: Pete Jenkins,

Desk Editor: Denny Garrett.

Sub-Editors: Conrad Bollinger, Frank

Gawn, Jeanette Murray, Ephra Gar-
rett.

Literary Editor: CIlff Strathern.

Sportsa Edltor: Tui Keiha.

Assistant Sports Editor:
Davey.

Reporters: Oscar Melling, Nick Jen<
nings, dean Melling, Gwenda Mar-
tin.

Distribution: Pip Piper.

Correspondence: Jack Gibson, Jean-
ctte Murray,

Daphne

Comments
on Apathy
Sir,

In criticising the “tone” of Sali-
ent, "Veritas' and others are ex-
pressing feeling with which I am in-
clined to agree, but to such people
I would say, in all earnestness, that
the remedy is in their own hands.’
- "Veritas's” otherwise excellent
article showed neglect of a fact
which I would assure him is at the
root of Salient's troubles,

Time devoted to the production
of a University magazine does little
tq further the aims of an earnest
individualist or an advocate of free
enterprise. His aim is to put himself

NO MAN’S
LAND

Sir,

The Charter Society, a newly
formed Nationalist organisation, has
recently obtained for itself publicity
of one sort and another, but now,
abandoning such things as broad-
sheets ‘and notices, they have now
begun to publish a small paper
known modestly as *Charta.” It is
at present suffering badly from lack
of copy, and is blatantly padded with
oversize headings and meaningless
self-advertisements, but once this in-
itial difficulty is overcome, it should
be able to propagandize in quite a
satisfactory manner. The intention
of the paper (it says here) is to
arouse interest in politics. This in
itself is a good thing, but it is to
be hoped that the staff will not con-
fine themselves purely to material
which illustrates their own party
line. There are a fow Salient people
on the staff, but most have had no
previous journalistic experience. We
wish them joy of it.

Mr. Hutchings enjoys himself mak-
ing caustic references to the “"mystic
ritual of Communist justice” and
says further that “any digression
from the metaphysical ideal Com-
munist society is a most horrible
sin, 10 be suppressed by force . . .
it (Communism) is a philosophy and
an eschatology claiming to regulate
the whole life of society, all religion
and culture and finally the state it-
self.” DBuil he doesn't make any re-
fercnce to the time when Roman
Catholicism maintained an identical
position by identical methods. Nor,
guriously enough, does he make any
mention of the Great American
Witch-hunl. Hmm.

“About People” is a charming
little ecssay in veiled personalities.
from one of the sub-editors. It is
one of the few articles here that is
up to any standard at all.

The Literary Editor expresses a
desire to publish “strong meat.” and

then gives out with some rather rank ’

parsnips, To bhe perfectly frank
tand Ernest), it is a long time since
I have read such sententious rubbish
as— .

“To go ahead is 1o prevent

to prevent

it is destruction of the significance

image

in the raindrop.” .

It is also incoherent, and if it is
a joke, it is in extremely bad taste.
_The Drama Club’s major produc-
tion is given an enthusiastic review,
but the author should be mpre care-
ful. To say “after three perform-
ances as a maid I would like to see
her in some wider Tole,"” is a state-
ment liable to be misunderstood by
low-minded people like myself.
~Mr. Reid states the orthodox posi-
tion on conscription with more logic
than is usually scen in such articles,
and provided a very ‘satisfactory ex-
cuse for blowing the dust off some-
body's old picture of a tank.

“Children’s Corner"” is in the sym-
pathetic little hands of Francis Cur-
tin,

The Sports Editor invites progress
repdris from clubs and wgntir to
foster club rivalry.

On the whole an entertaining little
tuppence-worth. in a handy size on
soft paper: it is only in its infancy
now, but we Gin expect some good
material from the paper when the
editors grow up.—Anon. ..

. {This letter does not nccessarily
‘reflect cditorial opinion.—Ed.).

at the top of the tree, so, naturally,
his primary interest is in personal
promotion and the improvement of
his own Pprofessional qualifications.
His very individualism precludes its
own propagation. However, to a
rabid red, or a disciple of Marx, all
instruments of publicity and mediums
of expression extend an invitation
and present a duty.

Though conservatives may be in a
majority, their role is the negative
one of participating in the existing
mode of life. They are so busy en-
Jjoying it they have little time or
inclination to organise for its preser-
vation. Conversely, radicals, as
such, are dissatisfied with the avail-
able mode of life; and in proportion
to their dissatisfaction is the time
and energy that they devote to the
objective “changing the system.”
The bulk of conservatism is pitted
against the intensity of radicalism
~—and in the long run the odds are
always in favour of change—but not
for its own sake, not without com-
plete discussion of all sides, and cer-
tainly not in the face of majority
hostility.

On Salient the effect of this gen-
cral condition is that the ratio of
Left-biassed to Right-biassed articles
available for publication is almost
siXx to one. while good quality,
thoughtful and objective articles are
literally as rare as hen's teeth.

An editor who wishes to present
both sides of the story, or better
still an intelligent appraisal of bath
sides (and I belicve the present
editor does so wish), finds that lack
of a adequate supply of (unpaid)
contributors leaves him little opopr-
tunity to discriminate on literary
grounds, or of producing a balanced
paper. The spirit of healthy (and
for God's sake intellipent) contro-

versy no longer finds expression in

his pages.

The solution is entirely in the
hands of *“Veritas" and other like
him. Instead of one article criticis-
ing Salient, what about a dozen ar-
ticles on a dozen other subjects? Of
course, it is realised that criticism
of the efforts of others is a necessity
of life to some people, and it is hard
to criticise a paper in which one's
own articles appear,

Francis Gawn.

EXEC. AND CHARTER
SOCIETY

Members of the Charter’ Society
Committee waited on the mecting.
Moved Piper, seconded Cook: *“That
the Executive, having heard the facts
of the case regarding the false accu-
sations in tha Charter Society's
pamphlet "Scoop” against the Secre-
tary of this iation, and their
apoligics, cermure the Charter So-
cigty. Carried. Miss Ilott and Mr.
O'Brien abstained.

. Moved Cook, scconded Pearce:
'That a public apology be requested
under an appropriate heading and
that it be published Iin “Salient.”
Carrled,

. Moved Evison, seconded Milburn:

at in yiew of their irresponsible

anagement and unwarranted
accusations in the leaflet "Scodop,”
the Charter Society be required to
Bive an undertaking that similar
occurences will not hapoen in future.
Carried.
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RAINY NIGHT

The rustling sheet is slowly draum
covering the night’s empty shell—
Rain beating down

my mind -
with the dull strokes
of time Bndefined.
Thudding becoming a decper drum
until it i3 no longer outside . . .
and lifa.is sleep.
4 sudden 'sharp gap
and the formless hum
becomex a clirnng beat
vhat makes dark
and open eyes meet
in a hard fusion— .
Swimming into a merging again
which has no dimension
but the point of the sun
shining back into a clear sky
through a wavering pane.

—H. R. UNGER.

Sir,

I have had previews of both “Hill-
top” and Eric Schwimmer's criticism
of it shown to me. His remarks on
the individual work were pointed and
reasonable. But 1 fly into disagree-
ment at his general and specific
ramblings on "Hilltop,” and hope I
may help to annul his unjustified and
derogatory assessments. “Hilltop” is
not epic, but this first issue is by no
means a fallure. Schwimmer's con-
cern that the publication should be
without a defined policy I refuse to
share.

While the prevention of cruelty to
humb animals and the propagation of
our old pioneering famlilies may, or
may: not be, quite worthy aims iIn
life, I think a literary magazine may
well exist without subordinating it-
self to any rallel restrictions in
literature. ohn Thomson (whose
work in producing the publication 1
applaud) has a motivation, if not to
be termed policy. which appears ex-
ceedingly sound. The inadequacy and
limitations of existing New Zealand
literary publications, . . . (Yes, like
that.) .

It was decided that it should con-
tain fiction, poetry, articles, Though
it was to be produced by the liter-
ary society it was most realistically
understood that a magazine contain-
ing work of students only would have
an appeal beyond, but little ,beyond,
its contributors. The first issue was
planned during the vacation and
writing was solicited from those
available, with . limitations of time
and the difficulties of contact.

Early. a tendency to favour young
and less-established writers ol prose
and poetry was apparent. As first
jssues go they were fortunate
cnough to have enough stuff to make
a selection possible, However, they,
and most reasonably. hope- to
more seleotive in subsequent issugs.
. What would the magazine be do-
ing with what sort of policy? It
is a moderate prediction that the
magazine's contents will be coloured
by the tastes of the editor and his
selection committee, again with the
limitations of what is available, and
over the year will represent poetry.
prose and articles, fairly evenly. As
the cditorship and members of the
society come and go the magazine
will fluctuate, but, we hope, survive.
I can agree with Schwimmer on the
name “Hilltop,” which reminds me
of "Landslide,” but. espite .qfie stig-
mea, its establishment will be wel-
comed and without the impediment
of a definite policy it fas a good
chance of both progressing and re-
,compensing those bludgeoned into
subscribing to it.

Hugh Mason.

Appreciation

I would like to put on record my
appreciation of and thanks to the
Haka Party of V.U.C. Unllke Haka
Parties of the Immediate past, these
boys were well behaved, knew thelr
hakas and were extremely helplful on
many occasions during Tournament,
both at sports fixtures and In alding
the smooth running of the show.

I am very pleased to be able to
nrove a special vote of thanks to
Entertainment Controlier,

M. JEAN MELLING,
Entertalnment Controller,
Essater Tournament, 1849,

In M’ounfm'n Air

The new -magazine *Hilltop”
contalns much that is commend-
able, although It Is not a major
literary magazine. Deep human
experience flows In the story of
David Ballantyne which has suf-
ficient quality for any magazine.

“In" the Tunnel" is written by an

author of considerable intellect, but -

if he develops he _will. reject the
present ' story for "its impurities,
Maurice Bagley's litthe sketch is very
pleasant. nk McGorm has style
and purity, which is unusunl in writ-
ers of this tradition but he, again,
will consider this sketch here a little
insignificant when he develops. “The
Gods Descend” is the only prose in
the magazine in the romantic tra-

dition. Pleasant but laboured and
offering no solution. The criticism
in "Hﬁltnp" is simijlar in quality,

having merit but no great signif'l-
cancd. Winchester shows Holcroft's
lack of intellectual sharpness con-
vincingly but reveals nothing besides
and as a subject Holeroft's thought
is minor. Robertson documents the
similarity between New Zealand and
early America, byt effects little more
than another comment on the oddity
of New Zealand's literary national
consciousness. As one had expected,
most of the poetry in this magazine
is such as chiefly disappoints ‘one.
Oliver and Wilson have not improved,
and are still delicate and even more
unsubstantial. In the case of Wilson,

this is especially unfortunate, be- .

cause his Spike ms were so much
sturdier. pbell is a consider-
able talent and voice, which has still
not yet opened out and blossomed.
Lorna Clendon has advanced con-
siderably. It is unfortunate that
Louis Johnson sent some of his in-
ferior work to “Hilltop.” As for
James Baxter, who wrote extremely
impressive poems until a year or soO
ago. we probably see here the fruits
of an unfortunate transitional period
in which the rhythmic characteristics
of the early poems are repeated
without innovation, and their implicit
. foundations brought out with a cer-
tain sententiousness. So, while the
volume represents work of certamn
merit it is not a success. It has
decided disadvantages as a maga-
zine. First of all the title. It is
not clear whether the editors stand
on the hilltop, or climb it. or whether
it is another name for the "Old Clay
Patch.” . In any case, it is out of
touch with the delicate character-
istics of the contents. Further-
more, there seems to be no policy.
and no cause. In the absence of
an editorial we would expect the re-
view section to providé an indication,
as it must be selective, But it seems
to be quite haphazard and casual
Can a periodical exist lacking direc-
tion of an vsort? Is it not rather,
then., a miscellany? This is prob-
ably the best description: a cross-
section .fortunate in a few places
but not nearly all.
F. Schwimmer.

Shelley *

Sir,

I have just been listening to a
radio discussion by tliree members ol
the staff of the Codllege on a state-
ment by Shelléy that the poet is the
unacknowledged legislator of man-
kind. After agreeing that Shelley
didn't know what he was talking
about these three come to the con-
clusion that the plebs is far too
unintellipent and lazy,to appreciate
the distilled wisdom in the poetry
of such latter day prophets as Pound.
Elliot and Auden,

Now sir, I range myself on the
side of the old fashioned school who
believe that beauty and compre-
hensibility are no detriment to a
poet's writing. It seems to me that
the purpdse of poetry is to say some-
thing in a manner more pleasing to
the ear and more stirring to the
emotions that it can be said in every-
day prose. It is no major part of a
poet's job to juggle with philosophical
truths and theories; men like Ber-
trand Russell can do it better. Great
poetry needs no interpretation. You
don't need to take an Honours course

THE WARP

We pause in breathlexs idle haxte
And xer the castle, Ity redundant fowers,
Lit by the influential moon
IWhich anly barely gives ux sight,
Hand like the disemhodied heads of
nuejrsty

Clothed in a cotton sheet of mist
And aureate lights illunine nothingness.
e seem lo xee by intuition
The davk subxtantial rowr of shrubs,
Shelter fvom the body of the storm
IVhich, yet to come, sendx on its soul
To warn ux. Chilled ve run on
Inta the mixt,

—B. F. Tuohy,

in E“ﬁlish to appreciate such lines
as “Thus sang the uncouth swaln to
the oaks and rills

While the atill moon went ont with
sandals grey."

or “The sun’s rim dips, the stars rush
out,

“At one stride comes the dark."”

or “Dreaming when dawn’s left hand
was in the sky™

or “Why man; he doth bestride the
narrow world,

Like a colossus,

One could multiply such examples
indefinitely.

But evidently such poetry is not
to the taste of the literary clique:
it has the at disadvantage of be-
ing intelligible to the vulgus.

The point is made that Shelley
himself was unintelligible to his own
generation. I doubt it.

“I met murder on the way
He had a face llke Castlebreagh"”

doesn't need much mental effort to
fathom its meaning., But it may ex-
plain why he incurred the bitter cri-
ticism of the conventional literati
of his day. -

N. D. Ferguson.

This Film . . .

This film is one of the best I have
seen. My reason for saying this is
that my first desirc on leaving the
cinema “was to tell all my friends
about it, an inclination I seldom ex-
perience.

Just what this is an cxcellent film
is hard to say, as. in common with
such masterpieces the producer has
contrived to present an harmonious
whole that one absorbs with pleasure
and appreciation, like a well-matured
brandy, vet finding it difficult to give
concrete reason for that pleasure
and appreciation. In more sober
language this last production by
Anatole de Grunwald is equal to, if
not better than, his previous pro-
ductions, one of which was “Stair-
way to Heaven.” Robert Donat ex-
cells himself in the role of Sir Rob-
ert Norton, the barrister who con-
tests the case for Ronny Winslow,
played very well by Neil North.
Cederick Hardwick, Margaret
Laughton, Marie Lohr and Jack Wat-
ling fill the roles of the sect of the
Winslow family admirably, Basil
Radford. Francis [.. Sullivan and
Frank Laughton all play their parts
with great distinction. These words
cannot, of course, convey anything
like the actual perfection of the act-
ing. This must be seen to be appre-
ciated.

The story is that of a young naval
cadel who is charged with stealiny
five bob, and as a result is dis-
charged. His father loses most of his
monecy and very nearly breaks up his
home by engaging Sir Robert iNorton
to clear his son's name in court, The
underlving theme is that of the right
of the individual over the system.

Fiat justitia, ruat. caclum!
+* : 4 *

JUBILEE SPIKE

On accm: of this yeur's number
being Jubtlee. issue, 75 copies of
Spike are being cloth bound. They’ll
cost 7s. 6d. Orders already total 60.
so if you're thinking about ordering

one. write now to J. B. Butchers.
Business Manager, Spike. Exec.
Room.
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EPITAPH FOR EVERYMAN
When Tellus out of Chaox sped
The Fatex agreed in mirth,
The glorious and inglorious deod
Should br ax one in earth,

The hero on hiz prancing boy,
The sweeper with hix barroiw,

Harve common mercy-seat in clay
IVith nightingale and sparrow.

The livee tord ratex a coronct,
The xecf a battered strow;

Lut onee within death’s ateelmesh net
Both rate the grisly jow, :
The lover twangs hix heartstrings foad,

Hix lady smilex her approbiation,
Rut drowned in time's relentless pond
No more they make their cweed
lihalion.
O, Everyman, how few your years!
How teansient your joy and sorrow!
Your titlex, honours, and your frars
Dixsolve in death's eternal morrow.
—Bruce McLeod.

LIFE SENTENCE

In the first act of "Life Sentence”
Howard Wadman has obviously en-
joyed gnawing at many New Zea-

_land weaknesses,

There is Miss McKatrick who hails
from the pioneers and gushes, eyes
heavenward, about “Home"; and Mr.
Holiday, the bullet-headed solicitor,
who spansors the Loyalty League:
with its slogan, “New Zealand for the
New Zealanders" (the English new-
comer _presumes “you mean the
Maoris?"). An opportunity for
Wadman’'s rather Shavian wit is
made to include the man who "had
been a Presbyterian all his life and
then stiddenly began to take Christi-
anity seriously.” And again, “The
talkative socialist of 20 is simply
sharpening the aggressive self-asser-
tion that will make him a good capi-
talist 10 years later.”

But, entertaining and embarrass-
ingly true to life as it is in the first
act, it scarcely belones to the rest of
of the play. The G. B. Shaw of
the opening is linked with the T. S.
Eliot of the close by an act almost
purch of incident. This lack of
unity is the play's main fault, It
sayvs much for the play that it is able
to shine through such a variety of
styles.,

The plot is relatively unimportant.
There is some tension leading up to
the climax of incident in the second
act but not sufficient to overbalance
the climax of thought in the final
act. Here the principal theme
emerges: that a man may expiate an
act of sin in three ways—by running
away from it. by throwing the re-
sponsibility of his punishment on
others or by sentencing himself (o a
life of high endeavour. This last
may eventually lead him to under-
stand that all men are fighting to
live down such such bascness of
thought or deed.

In the same vein, if more cynic-
allv, Somerset Maugham recommends
that, it being the weakness of all
mankind to think evil if not to act
it. a judge should have before him
not only the emblem of the Cross,
lmit also a roll of toilet paper to
remind him that he, the condemner,
is not very far removed [rom the
condemned.

In the Thespian production of the
play the stage settings were ordin-
arv, and the clothes, although appro-
priate to the characters. not a pleas-
ing wholg.. Although.the inconveni-
ence of the stage mav have affected
the former there is no excuse for
the latter. Let the decor be true to
life but there is no need to be nro-
saic. The acting was competent but
scldom outstanding. This. howcever,
may be a fault of the plav-—that the
prople in it are mouthpieces rather
than characters, - In spite of this
there were some tense moments and
the play certainly holds “the atten-
tion of a thinking audience,

P. R. Scarell.
» 2 x
CAPPING BALL
TOWN HALL TOWN HALL
After Capping 10 pm.-3a.m.
Admission by Invitation Only

These may be obtained at the
Exec. Room.
M. JEAN MELLING,
pping Ball Controller.
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A Reply to Wadman . . .

CROSS. SICKLE AND
TWINKLING STARS

It may be hard to be young, but.
it is apparently harder to be objec-
tively truthful. I make that remark
a propos of the report of Mr. Wad-
man's address at the Students' Ser-
vice in Salient’s last issue. Let me
say al the outset that I was nol
present at the service, but if the
submitted report is an accurate one,
then Mr. Wadman's remarks certain-
ly ought to be challenged.

His initial theme seemed to be
that Communism had good founda-
tions, pood intentions, but resulted
in Treachery., Cruelty, Hatred and
Fear.

Treachery?

Who to? All over Europe and
Asia the Communists proved to be
the most faithful patriots in the re-
cent war against Fascism—at a time
when, we might add, Christians like
Petain, Degrelle, Quisling, Cardinal
Innitzer and Archbishop Stepinac
were selling their nations with a
cover-up of smooth verblage reminis-
cent of nothing so much as the kiss
of Judas Iscariot. You are quite
right to interrupt me by denying
that the rank and file of Christians
followed this line. But this was
rather because they were rank and
file than because they were Chris-

tians. And they were no enemies of
Communism — they did not find
it treacherous. Writes Rev. D. A.

Garnsey. General Secretary of the
Australian Student Christian Move-
ment: "At meetings of the World
Student Christian Federation in Eur-
ope in 1946 I met many members
and leaders of the Resistance move-
ment. Co-operation between Catho-
lic, Protestant, Jew, Communist. pa-
triot and democrat was a striking
feature of their storv. A similar
militant unity of men of goodwill is
much neceded today if tryranny and
disorder are to he overcome in peace-
time . . . Christians must see that
it is not prejudice, ignorance or Cow-
ardice on their part which prevents
such co-operation.”

Cruelty?

Well. we've heard of Dachau and
Belsen. but the Communists there
were the victims, not the perpetra-
tors of the barbaric cruelty. And
we'se heard of the Spanish Inqui-
<tion, too, where I fancy the blame-
less Christian Church featured rath-
er Jargely. The October Revolution?
The Czar was given a quick. clean

death-—c¢leaner than the Christian
Puritans gave to Charles 1.
Hatred?

There's cortainly plenty of hate in
the world—so Jet's blame it on the
Communists, like everything clse.
Perhaps you will tell me that the
Communists incite class struggle?
Allow me to quote from no less a
source than a Southern Cross edi-
torial January 7, 1947): “Karl Marx

did not invent the class struggle; he
merely happened to observe that it
is inherent in an industrialised so-
ciety in which one class owns the
means of production, and the other
much more numerous class works
for wages. Since the employer nat-
urally wants to make as much profit
as possible, and the workers want 1o
he paid as high a wage as possible,
and since the two aims are opposed,
a conflict of interests is inevitable.”

Communists believe in revolution?
Revolution. bloody or otherwise, was
inferred by Marx's exhaustive study
of history to be the natural process
of change from one form of society
to another. And when ,as we se¢
everywhere in the world today, the
masses of the people rise to take the
power into their own hands, who
fires the first shot? Did the Span-
ish people start the Civil War, or did
the Fascist Franco? Was it the
EL.AS. or the Monarchist police
who ' started the war of hate in

* Greece?

Who today pours out the hate?
Vyshinsky, with his gisarmament
proposals? Stalin with his offers of
peace talks? Or somebody else, with
talk of atom bombs and Third World
Wars? “Blessed are the peace-
makers, for they shall be called the
children of Ged.”

Fear?

Communism inspires fear, Cer-
tainly. You've got something there,
Mr. Wadman. I don't wonder at
any landlord or big businessman in
Europe fearing that [orce which
would expropriate him of his para-
sitic ownership of what rightly be-
longs to the people on whose labour
it was built,

Surely that force, inspiring such
fear, is but the modern -version of
the force which whipped the money-
changers out of the temple? What
is the difference, in effect, between
“Love tha neighbour as thyself,” and
“From each according to his ability.
to each according to his need”? Re-
member this one? “He hath put down
the mighty from their seats, and
hath cxalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good
things, and the rich he hath sent
empty away. ..."

“End Justifies the Means”

Mr. Wadman imputes this pro-
verbially Jesuit adage to the Com-
munists. But what is mecant by this
catch-phrase? When we, democrat-
ic citizens of New Zealand found our
conception of freedom was challenged
by Fascism, did we scruple at re-
sorting to war {(which we do not
enjoy as ‘such) for the sake of de-
fending that freedom? It i1s not
so much a matter of ends justifying
means, as of becoming hardened to
the constant situation of having to
make a choice between two evils.
That is certainly not consistent with

from the
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absolute moral standards. But even
Christ. according to the scripture, re-
sorted to most unseemly violence
on at least one occasion, when the
alternative was, in his judgment,
warse.

Thus. when it comes to the point,

cnds are means.

“They are in Blinkers”

I believe that Mr. Combs has
already adequately answered this
accusation of Communists by a
Christian. Only‘let me add that, at
least the Communist bases his “be-
licfs" on evidence of 'the sensible
world, culled and abstraclted in a
perfectly scientific way, whereas the
faith of the so-called Christian is
based on accepting. in contradiction
to cvidence and commonsense, the
truth of what has all the signs of be-
ing 90 per cent. myth.

“The Church has Produced

Tremendous Things . . .”

The list of the Church's achleve-
ments is a formidable one, but close
examination will, T fear, show that
it is almost entirely inaccurate.
{1) “The world's greatest art.”

Well that may be a matter of taste,
and Mr. Wadman claims to be among
other things, an art critic. “Well, 1
don't know much about art, etc.”
But surely *the world's greatest”
must include Durer, Rembrandt,
Holbein—all very much sons of the
great Renaissance materialism. And
even where great artists were under
the direct influence of the Church—
Michelangelo, Leonardo, Botticelli—
it was rather because it was the do-
minant ideology of the times.

(2) *. .. the Workl's Greatest Muslc”

When the Church can claim Beet-
hoven, I'll agree.

(3) *. .. the World’s Most Searching
Literature.”

Well, Eccliastes and the Book of
Job, not to mention the whole range
of Greek drama and e¢pic. were writ-
ten long ‘before the Church was
thought ol. As for the Renaissance
masters of literature—Shakespeare,
Marlowe, Cervantes. Rabelais, Spin-
oza, Bacon—the same goes for them
as for their artist contemporaries.
Even Milton was more of a ration-
alist than a Christian, and he cer-
tainly was anti-clerical. And were
Tolstoy, Balzac, Goethe, Zola.
Thomas Mann, scions of the Church?
I think not,

The Abolition of Slavery

Wilberforce may have been a
Churchman., but so were the bishops
and dignitaries who screamed so
loudly against the abolition for the
Yeason that the Lord's people had
slaves in the Bible.

The Church's initial move for the
abolition of slavery in the Eastern
Empire, under Justinian, was but an-
other sign of Christianity accommo-
dating itself to changing social forms
—"T'll 'still be the Vicar of Bray,
Sir’—and also of the fact that Chris-
tianity began, historically as a “'slave
movement."

Trade Unions

The Church “tends to resist re-
forms,” says Mr. Wadman. One of
those reforms was the establish-
ment of trade unionism. The fact
that George Loveless was a Christian
does not transfer the allegiance of
the whole church militant to a cause
it did its best to stifle at birth. To
thos day the pulpit combines with
the press in the general assault on
the organisation of trade unions.

If Mr. Wadman is referring as
Pope Leo XIII' was wont to in this
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context, to the medieval guilds as
“trade unions,” it is true that they
sprang_ from the Church—but it is.
not true that they were trade
unions. Their function was entirely
different. *

Their aim was io ‘emasculate in-
dependent action by the lower orders)
by tying them to a rigid hierarchical
organisation, dominated by the smal)
ruling class. This aim is perhaps
consistent *with the Christian con-
ception of “love"—bringing master
and servant together, stilling class
wars—lying the wolf down with the
lJamb, It was just this belief in
Christian love and brotherhood that
led Dr. Buchman to say "Thank
heaven for a man like Adolf Hitler.”,

Civilisation Itself

What about Ancient Greece?
Rome? Israel? Each of them could
in turn claim to have been the
mother, not only of Western Civilisa-
tion, but of the very Christian
Church.

Certainly the Church did domin-

ate that civilisation during one
period of its existence, but that
does not raise it to the rank of
progenitor. Nor does it destroy the

other fact that Communism is the
child of the same Western civilisa-
tion, and perhaps even of Christian-
ity. So much so, that Rosenberg,
Fascism's leading “thinker,” remark- .
ed that “Bolshevism is the logical
descendant of Christianity.”

Pie In The Sky

When it comes to Christianity's
implied criticism of the status quo
—included really, in the very fact
that it envisages a better life here-
alter—then the Brownshirt gutter
philosophers show the way ito Bol-
shevism. * And they seem to be right.
Christ said: "It is easier for a camel
to go through the eye of a needle
than for a rich man to enter the
Kingdom of God." "Whosoever shall
exalt himself shall be abased.” And
Paul, “If any would not work neither
should he eat.”

Here and Now

In the very hypothesis of a classs
less society after death, the Church,
de facto. recognises class society as
evil. Thus socialism and religion
have a common basis, only that
socialism offers a concrete, positive
programme for the here and now.

Any Answers
Dear Sirs,

Having recceived your address
from our faculty representative for
foreign affairs, I take the libeyty
to ask you to forwarding the letter
cexchange,

Thanking you in advance,

I am,

Yours truly,
CHARLES KOMENDA,
.38, Poric,

Prague II,
Czechoslovakia.

Dear Sir,

* I should be very glad to find a stu-
dent who would like to be a pen
friend to me. I am a Viennese, 26
years old, and study English -and
French at the University of Vienna.

MARGARET LIBAL.
My address:
Margaret Libal,

Wien Y, Lobiichgasse 8/8,
Austria. '
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If It's
“FOR THE ROAD”
Call at

D.H. SMALL & SON Ltd.

36 MERCER STREET
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Vogt asks . . .

WHY FRESHERS FAIL

I've been asked to write something about Varsity failures.
The first point to make is that in the last decade rolls have
roughly” doubled, but -failures in several Stage I subjects have
increased out of all proportion to the added numbers. Among

possible reasons are:

YaLlower entrance qualifications,
either because of too wide an
intake or because of falling
standards in our schools.

2. Inadequate staffing increases to
cope with the greater numbers.

3. Inadequate library and study
facilities.

Entrance Qualifications

In spite of squeals {rom the Cham-
bers of Commerce and the occasional
lament of northern Professors, 1

don't think falling standards in our-

schools are the cause of University
failures rocketing skywards. In-
deed, from personal observation and
recollection, I don't think our
schools are going down but up'in the
quality of the work they do. Nor do
I think, as some people do without
locking at the evidence, that we’ve
reached a sort of intellectual satura-
tion point. At any rate in two
classes in which entrants have been
tested for a decade, the Departments
of Education in Otago and at Vic-
toria College, the wider intake hasn't
reduced the average 1.Q. The ability
remgins constant to a couple of deci-
mal points, and still the failures go
up in almost all Departments.

Staffing

Stafﬂng is another mattier. Teach-
ing hasn't beén a long suit in the
College. since the early days of the
heroic four who set things going, and
certainly in no classes where the
numbers have excceded thirty. I've
been a teacher long enough to know
that no-oné can “teach™ a class of
over thirty effectively: and I've been
on the receiving end often eough to
know that a series of lectures hasn't
necessarily got anything to do with
teachjng, and sometimes nothing to
do with learning. Lots of young-
sters who are getting the opportun-
ity of going to Varsity won't have
a chance of making a success of it
unless staffing is increased so that
classes can be brought back to rea-
sonable proportions, When there are
a hundred or more in a class they
might as well get their “lessons”
through a tie-up between the Col-
lege and 2Z2B

Study Facilities

The same holds good for library
and study facilities. I'm not just
referring to the sardine-size scating
accommodation for those who want
to work in the building, but to books
available. A hundred odd students
have been known to get reading lists
with titles which are available in the
library in a handful of copies., and
which aren’t purchasable in the city
beokshops at all. The lucky ones
scrounge copies and the unlucky ones
loose marks., However, the situation
shows slight promise of improvement
in that departments have been grant-
ed small amounts for the develop-
ment of class librarics. A good
deal remains to be done.

Learning and Tgaching

But if these factors contmbute to
a rising percentage of failures, there
are other factors in <the school and
gniversit_v set-up which have always
auscd unnecessary wastage. In my
opinion the schools still ‘teach” too
much, and the University tou little.
The entire school life of a child
should be a [feeding-cum-weaning
process, designed to set the adoles-
cent on his fect as a young adult.
But in practice. even now, Lhe typi-
cal high school product has been
disciplined so much by the teacher
‘that he hasn’t lcarned to discipline
himself. The University on the other
hand doesn't take up the slack. It
frequently outlines a course, fllls in
some bits, and leaves the student
floundering. It is only fair to state
that A number of departments are
now giving greater assistance than
was formerly given: but with huge
classes there is little personal con-
fact between the lecturer and the

student and neither knows who is
the goat till the axe falls.

Remedies

The solution is a dual one. I'd
throw a lot of the responsibility over
to the schools: not asking for higher
standards of scholarship, but for
scholarship achieved by better means,
At every stage the youngster should
be given increasing freedom with in-
creasing knowledge. By the time he
is in the senior forms his attiitude to
study should be adult, and his rela-
tionship to his teacher egalitarian.
The University on the other hand,
should accept the responsibility of
developing adult material in an adult
fashion, I don't think that. notes
read verbatim to a roomful of stu-
dents,” who scribble what they. hear
for upwards of an hour without look-
ing up at anything but the clock
constitutes an aduilt situation. It
isn't efficlent, if only a duplicating
machine could do the job better. It
isn't psychologically or pedagogically
sound. because the student loathes
it and learns nothing unless he can
decipher his scribble later, when
making up for wasted time.

Why not give out notes in ad-
vance, or as summaries of essentlial
points covered and use lecture peri-
ods as they should be used {(and are
used by Professors ahd lecturers
who really teach) for tutorials and
discussions?

Anton Vogt.

Progress

The first annual conference of the
N.Z. Student Labour I'ederation wans
held in Wellington on Easter Sunday.
Delegates were present from the
AUC Labour Club, and the YUC
Soclallst Club and the UO Radleal
Club in addition to an observer of
the CUC Socialist Club which has
not yet affillated to NZSLF,

The secretary of the Federation.
Ron Smith, reported that the Feder-
ation had conducted the following ac-
tivities during its first year.

1. Furnished information on the ac-
tivities of the various Clubs in N.Z.
by means of news-Ictters.

2. Inaugurated campaigns for an
improved bursary system in N.Z.;
against conscription and war; against
secrecy in science and the militarisa-
tion of science: and one of support

for the anti-Fascist Students and

Youth in Spain.

3. Kept contact overseas by cor-
respondents with progressive student
and youth organisations in other
countries, such as the Australian
Student Labour Federation, WFDY,
IUS and the British Student Labour
Federation.

4. Organised a Student Labour
Congress with three sessions on free
afternoons during the NZUSA Con-
fress.

3. Held conferences at Winter and
Easter Tournaments.

Student Policy

A draft policy modelled on that of
ASLF .was formulated by the con-

ference for endorsement by the
Clubs. It is in four main sections.
1. PEACE: Support for IUS,

WFDY and the World Organisation
of Intellectuals for Peace; support
for national independence in colonial
nations: support for UNO including
support for the principle of unanimity
among the permanent members of
the Security Council; opposition to
peace-time conscription. .

2. DEMOCRACY: NZSLF stands
for the defence of N.Z. democracy in
co-operation with the Trade Unions
and progressive youth movemenths.
It supports the fight of WFDY and
IUS In defence of the rights of demo-
cratic students and youth organisa-
tions throughout the world.

3. ECONOMIC DEMANDS: NZSLF
spports . . . the struggles of the
workers for an increased basic wage,

B

for improved conditions and lower
Brines and in particular the Trade
nion demands for an increase in
the workers share of the national in-
come; NZSLF opposes any attempt
to limit entry to the Universities or
to professional or technical employ-
ment on the grounds of race, religion.
sex or political belief; and we sup-
rogressive legislation of the
vernment and will work for
the return to parliament of can-
didates pledged to support progres-
sive legislation. '

4. STUDENT DEMANDS: NZSLF
will organise campaigns around in-
creased finance for Universities and
other .educational institutions; the
improved student bursary scheme;
full support for democratic seif-
governing student organisations and
the democratisation of University ad-
ministration: organisation by stu-
dents in each college on student
l-gel;h. housing and text-book ser-
v ; organisation by Labour Clubs
of co-operative study and the pro-
vision of tutorial and other assis-
tance to students; support for the

demands of the -University staff for.

improved wages and- conditions.

Malnutrition

Sir,

Is there a shortage of :—

Pudding bowils:

The usual plain vegelables:
Cutlery:

Good plain sandwiches;

Variety of meals—stew, stew,
stew, mutton, fish.

Now, is therc? No onc really
thinks so unless of course they cat
in our Cafeteria where second sitting
meals are regularly non-existent.

Something can surely be done
about being faced at ten minutes to
one t(not ten past. when there is
often nothing!' with one hamroll. no
sandwiches, one lettuce leal. one
plate of indigestible cream buns, no
soup and a wide choice ol pies (meat
and meat, crust and crust)—with at
least six more people to come.

Shortages are as rampant as bore-
dom Induced by lack of variety in

the food. -
BORED AND STARVED.

b

BURSARIES NEED OVERHAUL

Although no reliable figures are available directly on the cost
of living in New Zealand, figures have been issued by the Govern-
ment which show that over the period 1938-39 to 1947-48 the
cost of living has risen approximately 110 per cent. These figures
are the Government Statistician’s Official Estimate of the National
Income of N.Z. which show that the total ,national income in
money terms has risen over that period from £200.7 millions to
£455 millions, and the 1948 Budget which showed that the volume
of production was almost the same as before the war.

Bursaries Fall Behind

Over this period some bursaries
have increased, e.g., the National
Boarding Bursaries, but the total
value of bursaries has not risen by

anything like the extent of 110 per

cent, In any case, the bursaries
available in 1939 were quite inade-
quate. They have become even more
inadequate at the new level of prics
existing today. :

In 1939, too, the bursaries avail-
able were most complicated and con-
fusing. This has been made even
worse since then by the changes in-
volved in adopting the accrediting
system of University Entrance and
by the provision of a lew bursaries

- to exclusive groups such as the Bur-

saries granted by the Department
of Scientic and Industrial Research.
Thus today we find two major
faults in the Bursary system in New
Zealand.
1. They are quile inadequate in
number and value.
2. There is no integrated., plannecd
system but a confused hodge-
podge of bursaries has arisen.

Remedies Proposed

The Government has always made
frec education a major point of its
programme. The present shortcom-
ings in the Bursary system have
grown particularly during the last
few years and the Government should
immediately order a full inquiry into
the present situation. The inflation
of the last few years has brqught
the matter sharply to the attchtion
of the students concerned. Last year
the N.Z, Student Labour Federation
brought out detailed proposals for an
improved and integrated system, and
presented them to the student body.
The scheme was based directly on
the Australian “Commoanwealth
Financial Assistance Scheme.”
Brielly, NZSLF proposed 1,000 bur-
sarics to replace the present Special
Bursaries and Junior and National
Scholarships, thetse to pay, as in
Australia, all fees and a living allow-
ance of £117 per annum for students
living at home and [156 per annum
for students living away from home.

Not only do students realise that
the present bursaries available arc
inadequate. Many educational ex-
perts have also stressed this also.
Sir David Smith, the Chancellor of
the N.Z, University. has urged the
need to free students from having to
work g College ; Terms and so
enable -time study, Dean E. Mc-
Henry, Assistant Professor of Politi-
cal Science at the University of Cali-
fornia, when in New Zealand, strong-
ly ed the same point. Recently
the mmittee of Inquiry Into the

Scientific Manpower Resources im
New Zealand presented its Report to
Parliament and one of its proposals
and recommendations was as follows:
- "That the various bursary schemes
be brought into line and that Trea-
sury be asked to arrange for a con-
ference of the Departments concerned
in order that this may be done.”

Students Demand

Increases

The proposals mentioned above
were adopted unanimously at a
General Meeting of the VUC stu-
dents’ Association on the motion of
Ron Smith, Secretary of the Student
Labour Federation, seconded by Jim
Battersby, Secretary of the N.Z, Stu-
dent Christian Movement. They
were also adopted in principle at the
Annual General Meeting of the Auck-
land Students' Association and by
the Winter Conference of NZUSA.
The latter body appointed a sub-
committee to investigate them but
at the time of writing the report of
this committee has not become avail-
able. So far as is known no repre-
sentations have yct been made by
NZUSA to the Government,

Al the recent Student Congress
in Curious Cove the question of bur-
saries was again discussed and the
following resolution was carried
unanimously: That this Congress
considers that University bursaries
should be increased in value and
rumber and the whole Bursary sys-
tem rationalised. It urges NZUSA
to expedite its submissions on this
subject to the Government and to
request that NZUSA by represented
on the Conference of Bursaries pro-
posced by the Scientilic Manpower
Commitiee to represent the student
poinl of view."”

In an age of science and large-
scale  drganisation. New Zealand
needs  scientists, engineers. e#cono-
mists, writers, artists, ete. The Re-
port on Scientific Manpower, referred
fo above reveals the vast increase in
chemists and other scientists that
his occurred in the past period.
There is no reason to think that this
rate of growth will diminish in the
future. Students studying to meet
these needs must not suffer financial
hardship and must be enabled to
study full-time., In Britain this has
heen recognised in the Barlow and
Percy Reports,

The matter Is urgent. NZUSA
munt huasaton in its task and at
the earllest dute present to the
Government the student's polnt
of view on the question of an

improved Bursary sche 1
New Zeathnd. me
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Special Meeting

Approves

A Special General Meeting on April Tth rejected by 101 votes

to 80 the motion of Mr.

K. B. O'Brien that VUC Students’ Associa-

tion cisafliliale from the World Federation of Democratic Youth.

On an issue which looked a sitter for a spot of acrimony, and
seemed ¢ertain lo feature all the obvious side uestions or Red
herrings in sicht, the meeting remained for the most part calm and

reasonable.

A serious matter was treated seriously by both sides.

It was marked by a very reasonable speech from tie mover
of the motion, a shorter one by the seconder (who had left his red

herring at home, 50

he said) and by a clinching speech from Mr. H.

Evison which must have gone a long way towards deciding the

swinging vote!

A Factual Report

Alter a few odd matters like the
Cafeteria had been polished off io
much less time than it takes to
stand in a queue, the meeting got
down to business with a report from
the Executive read by Mr, Batters-
by, which outlined the Association’s
dealings with WFDY during the pre-
ceding nine months. This report,
based on extracts from the minutes,
showed that matters concerning the
WFDY had been discussed at almost
all meetings of the Executive during
thelr office. The interesting
part of the report referred to the
meeting at which Mrs. Bailey and
Miss Lamburd were present to thrash
out the question of Communist domi-
nation, which had been alleged in
press statements by Miss Lamburd
at that time. To quote {rom the
report, “the impression gained by
the Exccutive from hearing these
iwo ladies was that Miss Lamburd »
failed to substantiate her former
allegations.”
sSpecial General Meeting was made
last December, in view of the fact
that a minorily of the Executive
were still not fully satisfled that
WFDY should be supported. A sen-
sational disclosure in the best Nash
manner came with the statement
that “in February last, the Presi-
dent and the Secretary rcported that
cvertain files had disa:g;eared from
the Executive room. ne of these
was a file contlaining the correspon-
dence between WFDY and the Stud.
Ass. between June and December,
1948, Up to now, no success has

hieen made in rcécovering this file. .

Files of other correspondence .

since affiliation was first made in
1946 have heen kept available in the
Executive room for perusal by stu-
dents.  Additional copics of material
received from WFDY have been sent
to Salient.” This report was made
even more sensational by the strange
behaviour of a student in the corner
of the Gym., which culminated-in @
terrific flash of light in the middle of
Mr. Battersby's speech. The follow-
ing clouds of «maoke caused someone
to demand, "l this an attempt to
cloud the issuce under discussion?” Not
really deterred though. Mr. Batters-
by explained that the report (the one
he was reading anyway) had been
thought necessary as a factual state-
ment of our dealings with WFDY, He
wen! on to point out that Mrs.
Bailey, who bad been our represen-
tative at the conference at Prague,
in 1947, was present. and the mcet-
ing decided 1o allow her to speak.

“Unsatisfactory”

“This." said M. O'Brien. in opcn-
ingz his explanation, “is a purely per-
coni] motion.” It was not an official
one from the Exccutive. Ths point.
he felt, needed stressing. though his
reasons [or moving it werc hased on
his_cxpericnce as President, A couple
of other things had to be made clear
from the start—that the mIssing file
could be explained without having to
resort to theories about mufTling
[reedom of speech, or deliberate in-
{ent on anyone's Ppart; and that
though Mr. Smith had been appoint-
cd as official representative of the
Stud. Ass. to the Congress in Buda-
pest this year. no decision had been
made to pay for the trip by the
Exceutive.

The decision to call a ’

. pver) he supporte

For the rest of his 25-minute
speech, Mr. O'Brien gave bis rea-
s0ns.

Some things he coriceded. There
was no doubt that the aims and ob-
jects of the organization were good.
Many of the resolutions which had
been passed at WFDY meetings were
also good. But—and what a but—
the: literature which had been re-
ceived from Paris was "unsatisfac-
tory.” It had a definite bias to-
wards the Eastern bloc, he said, and
instanced the fact that while in
reporting the last UN meeting it
had praised Mr. Vishinsky, there was
nothing but condemnation for Mr.
Bevin and others. WFDY bulletins
also criticised ‘imperialism,~ in Ma-
laya and so on. Perhaps, he thought,
these examples weren't much by
themselves, but it was the overall
tone of the bulletins which was un-
satisfactory. He didn't think that
the majority of the college would

being publicised? Surely it was not
these places which had iron cur-
tains?

e sugpested that, if we thought
we wcremfou far away from WFDY,
we could at least find out wH.ethcr
there was any chance of having a
Pacific Burcau set up to deal with
affairs in our area.

International Co-operation

“WFDY has a definite value for
us,” said Mr. D. Foy, “since it is an
international organization of youth—
on both sides of the political fence—
in a time when so many international
organizations are ‘endangered.” Only
by getting behind such groups could
we possibly hope to get peace.

After that, the meeting opened up,
and speakers from the floor kept
coming. And vet it was perhaps sig-
nificant that in spite of the large
quantity of p liation paper
which had been thrown around the
College over a’period of several days
before the meeting, there was, an ex-
tremely small quantity of factual
criticism from the floor. In fact, only
one of the eight speakers from the
floor spoke in support of disaffilia-
tion. He (Mr. Hume) warned the
meeting solemnly of the menace of
Can';munism {no red bogy, mind
you).

Mr. Godddrd appealed to the meet-
ing not to be stampeded by the per-
sonal attacks which had been made
in leaflets, upon certain students, and
suggested that if one could object to

Attitude of Executive Members to the
World Federation of Democratic Youth

We belleve that the Association
should remain affiliated, and object
uctively to uny particular points of
WEFDY Pollcy with which we dis-
agree, rather than disaflilinte.

Signed L. B. Piper
Audrey Cook,
N. S. Mountier,
J. B, Butchers
H. C. Evison,
Alison J. Pearce
Barbara Holm.
1. T. Heath,
J. D. Milburn.
J. B. Butchers,

agree. in fact. with the literature

received.
The attitude of WFDY to con-

-seription had been asked alter thg

meeting here last year., and no satis-
factory answer had yet been reccived
on their gencral attitude. He gave
examples of organizations which had
withdrawn from it in the last year.
andysaid that it was hopeless to try
to achieve anything to 1mprove
WFDY's tone, from this distance.
The main difficulty about WFDY
was that it was so difficult to get
facts on its organisation. We had
usked our delegate "in Paris. Mr.
Hollyman. to furnish information.

No Bogies Present

Mr. B, (Tiger) Lyons then arose 10
second the motion. The words. so
to speak, seemed to -have been all
took out of his mouth. because after
informing the meeting that he didn't
intend to raise the red bogy (no. not
d Mr, O'Brien cn-
thusiastically and sat down.

WFDY reprer.entativﬁ-i:. had bﬁen
refused admission to Alexico W en
they wi&eﬂ to attend the UNESCO
conference there, said Mr. P F. Jen-
kins. Not only that, but they l'gad
not been allowed to send a mission
to countries in South America to
investigate youlh problems. Why
was this? Could it be because these
couriries had something to hide, and
they~were frightencd of the condi-
tions of vyouth in their countries

the “gencral tone” of WFDY litera-
ture. “one could do no less than spit
at she tone of these attacks.” Pre-
sumably only the public health re-
s:rained him from doing so there and
then.

The point that it was much better”
and easicr to disagree with an or-
ganization from within than from
without, was made by Mr. Hamlin
(call you what it willy. "The Execu-
tive of WFDY should be given a fair
deal, They have been erected demo-
cratieally.”

Mr. R. Smith opposed Mr.
O'Brien’s statement that WFDY at-
tacked only Western politicians:

WFDY, tye said, supported anyone
who was in agreement with the aims

‘of WFDY as expressed in the con-

stitution. This had been done, for
instance, when Dr, Evatt opposed
oppression of native peoples. And
WFDY was one of the consultative
organizations for UNESCO. It was
doing a valuable job for world youth,
and we should continue to support it
for that reason.

When Mrs. Bailey did make use
of the permission she had been given
to specak, she contradicted many of
the remarks which had been made
by Mr. O'Brien. Affiliations have in-
creased, she said; WFDY supports
youth wherever it is working for its
own hetterment. Oppaosition to Mar-
shall Aid, which he had commented
on, cameg because it was throwing
people out of work in Europe—in
Austria, for instance. "No concrete
achievement?" she asked. “The fact
that an organization only a couple of
years old could have a congress such
as that in Prapgue, is in itsell no
mcan achievement.” The real rea-
son for the opposition to WFDY was
that countrics attacked it to cover
up their own faults—as in Algerin.

At this point Mr. G. Johnstone asked

«a question as to the exact alipnment

on WFDY Executive of what might
e called the Eastern and Western
blocs. Mr. Evison replied. reading
from the WFDY letterhead, that thg:

nationalitkys: of members of the Ex»7

ecutive wWere.
vice-presidents,

President. French;
one Chinese, one

W.F.D.Y

French, and one Russian; secretaries.
one English, one Australian; trea-
surer, American,

Light, vntertainment was pro-
vided at this point by Mr. Evi-
son. He produced the Charter
Club leaflet, “Scoop.”™

When he came up to the College
the previous day. said Mr. Evison, he
was presented with a “thing” attack.-
ing him for allegedly refusing the
Chartists permission to see the Wit
DY file. He proposed to give the
audience the facts of the matter
since the issue had been raised.

Scoop

For five short minutes, Mr. Evison
then proceeded to dismember the
Charter Society, whose leaflet pro-
vided the best laughs of the evening.
The leaflet stated that the Charter
Society "“were told that the file of
WFDY had been closed to scrutiny
by students. These orders had been
issued by the Secretary of the Exec.”
Mr. Evison denied ever having given
such orders. In fact, he said, the:
secretary of the Charter Society, Mr,
Cotton, had on the same day pfioned
him to ask for permission to use the
office duplicator to print a leafiet,
and had not mentioned anything
about wanting the -file.
he had pointed out the misstatement
to Mr. Cotton, and told him he could
seg the file any time he liked, but
the Charter Society Committee.
nevertheless, decided to continue dis-
tributing the leafllet.

_ The leaflet claimed that -WFDY
literature was “prohibited to all ex-
cept Mr. Evison and his henchmen™
(laughter). “I would like to know."
said Mr, Evison, *where these hench-
men of mine are." F

Mr. K. O'Brien: “Here!" (cheers).
Mr. Evison went on to speak abou!
WFDY. The main criticism was that
WFDY had become a political organ-
isation. Mr. Evison denied that this

Moreover,

‘was so, and quoted a written report

received last year, from Mr, Holly-
man in Paris, which Mr. O'Brien ap-
p:earcd to have overlooked. “The
Federation is not a political organi-
sation; but where activity towards
the achievement of its aims requires
the adoption of a political attitude,
then it does not hesitate to do so.
It should also be remarked thal
pBlitical discrimination Is at times
exercised against the WFDY in con-
ncction with activities which have
no political character.” '

_The opinion of the majority of the
h;:ecut_we was that we should not
disafliliate—he ~ produced a written
statement 1o this effect, signed by
Elne of the thirteen Executive mem-
Cr's,

Motion Lost

In a convicing conclusion to his
speech, Mr. LEvison said that while
he agreed with many of A Mr.
O'Brien’s remarks, prticularly abou!
some of the WFDY propaganda, hr
felt that Mr, O'Brien had overlooker
the ‘main_issue. “The main issue.,”
said Mr, Evison, “is_not whether thc
WFDY propaganda s perfect or not.
or whether there are Communists Ir
WFDY, or whether WFDY supports
Mr." Vyshinsky or Mr. Bevin. The
‘maln Iissue for us us students here
in Victoria College, as for students
and young people throughout the
world, is whether there will be peace,
or whether there will be war, The
WFDY, the only organisation which
the youth of the world has, is @
powerful weapon for peace. We must
not ‘take part in the present destruc-
tive attempts to break down world
organisations. We must strengthen
them, and make our contribution to
the cause of co-operation between
the peoples of the world.”

On the motion of Mr. O'Brien that
the motion be put, the motion was

put and defeated on a sh f hands
by 101-80, sHow @



What are your digs lke? Yes,
I knew, you feel lucky to have
any. Board, llke so many thinga
a few years back, snd llke eggs
still is in short supply. Why?
Is the population leaplng at such
a rate?

Tha reason why Ils obvious to
anyone who goes round Welllng-
ton with his cyes open. In-
creasing numbers of houses—
potential boarding houses, may-
be even hostels, for studemts—
are belng converted Into fac-
tories and offices, many of them
oconnected with mushroom Indus-
tries, whose hold on existence Is
tenoous, and whose service to
the community Is of doubtful
magnitude. Import restrictlons
here rear thelr heads

Sometimes I walk up to Varsity
via Plimmer's Steps, Upper Boulcott
Street and the Terrace. In Uppern
Boulcott Street 1 pass a large house
which would make a first-rate hostel.
It has been turned over from residen-
tial use altogether, to the Price In-
creasing Division! On the Terrace 1
pass a old house, deserted for a long
period, but which I watched with
great interest come to life again.
Houses could not be left idle in
these times. But was it to be used
to live in? No. The Rider Adver-
tising Company has moved in!

Another house that had gained some
publicity for being empty for some
vears stood on ‘the west side of
Willis Street, a few doors south of
St. John's Church. A large house
it was too, and might have accom-
modated many students quite com-
fortably. But now that it is at last
being occupied, who do you think is

* * *

VICTORIA UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE

1899 — 1949
JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
MAY 15-21, 1949
Programme:
SUNDAY, MAY 15
Church Serviees
11 a.m.: Academic Mass at St. Mary's
Church, Bougtott Street.

3 p.m.: Combined ihurch Service,
St. Paul'g. Pro-Cathedral, Mul-
grave Stieet.

MONDAY, May 16

10.45 a.m.: Academic Procession as-
sembling and robing at Town
Hall, .

11.15 am.: Procession moves off.

Noon: Civic Reception at Town Hall.

2.15 p.m.: Photograph at College for
past and present students and
other members of the College.

3.15 p.m.: Opening Ceremony at the
Coliege, followed by Conversazi-
one (afternoon and cvening) for
all who have been associated
with the College. (Details to be
supplied later.)

TUESDAY, MAY 17

*10 to 11.30a.um.: Morning Tea for
Wwomen ex-Students at Univer-

.1H.”.il'!

"_“,"_l‘

sity Women's Club, 196 Lambton
Quay.

12,30 p.m.: “Tennis Club Luncheon
Re-union.

3 p.n.: Football Match, Kelburn Pk.

'S p.m.: Reception at the Town Hall
by the College Council.

WEDNESDAY, May 18
*10.30 a.m.: Morning Tea of ex-Resi-

dents of Victoria House A and
B 282 The Terrace.

3 p.m.: Weir House Football Match,
Kelburn Fark.

*8 pm.: Weir House
Re-unioh, Savage
Kent Toerrace.

3pm. f{o 108.=m,: Conversazione
{including Classical Reading and
French Play) at the College for
the public. (Secondary School
pupils 3 t0 5 p.m.)}

ex-Residents’
Club Hall, 1

THURSDAY, May 19

3 p.m.: Hockey Match, Kelburn Pk.
* p.m.: Debating Socicty Dinner.
Dining Hall, Dominion Muscum.

FRIDAY, MAY 20
*9 p.m.: Juhilee Ball, Town Hall,

SATURDAY, MAY 21
*7.30 p.nmi.: Football Club Re-union.

*Please advise the Secretary by the
30th April, which of these func-
tions you propase to attend.

NOTES

1) An Information Bureau will be
set up ncar the main Entrance
Hall for 1the
visitors.

(2) Ex-students who attend the cele-
brations are invited to sign a

rohvenience © of

occupying it? A company handling
fluorescent lightlng and a wine n:u:\
spirits .merchant! Further up t
street .we find another house has
become the office of~th Metal
port Company. Come back and turn
down Ghuznee Street. Opposite th¢
Mansions a rlass firm occupfes an old
house and & few doors down on the
other side another house now houses
the Merchandlsing Corporatloa.

At the other end of the town, twe
engineering firms have taken over|
two larpe houses on Thorndon Quay.
The same process is going on all over
Wellington, and to a very marked
extent in both Hutt and Petone as
well. On the main road from Petone
to Lower Hutt we have all remarked
the Caravan Company among the
many that have taken up occupation|
of sometime human habitations.

True. there are argumcnis to be
advanced in favour of this, Build-
ing permits for new busincss prem-
ises are not being granted. which
means that at Jeast all the new
materials are going into homes, but
many of the older houses.are made
of better materials than the new
uncs. and in anv case. what's the use
of building new houses when existy
ing houscs =are being wolfed for
husincss premises at the same rate?
Thix process to the casual observer
may appear but a trivial modern ten-
deney—hbut on closer examination I
seen as a chronic discase reaching
cpidemic proportions.

How much longer is this going tq

be allowed to continue? Come ©
students, vou have an organisation
Why don't you do something abouf
it? - 4
i{Nali: Thiz article s pol an alfock o1
the fivos voneerned, but on the Gioverd
arenful vy Munivypol policy n hivh ollowd
suech gotion,)

* * *

Jubilee Roll. It is intended tha
this Roll will be bound and plac
ed in the College Library. Th
Roll will be in Room A.2, Groun
Floor, Arts Building.

(3) Admission to the College Cound
cil Reception will be by ticket
only, Any former member of
the College may obtain ticketd
by application to the Secretary.

(1) The Students’ Association Ex:
travapganza will be held at the
Opera House during the weel

of the celebrations, i.c.. 14th May 14

19th May.

(5) Orders for any of the thres
Jubilee publications, “'History o
Victorin University College,” b
Dr. J. C. Beaglehole, Jubil
edition of "Old Clay Patch" and
“Jubilee Spike” may be lodgeq
with the Sccretary,

61 Tickets for all functions may
be obtained by payment of sub
scription to the Secorctary.

Please address to-—
The Secrelary,
Jubilee Celebrations Committee,
Victoria University College,
P.0O, Box 1580,
Wellington, C.1.

Please cross out lho:'-!io function
which you will NOT be attend
ing:
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On With
Their Heads

In this country of New Zealund
we have a Chief Justice, by nume
Sir Humphrey O'Leary.

When 1 read a report of a state-
ment of his in connectiagn with the
Mount Victoria murder 1 was pro-
foundly shocked and reluctantly
came to the conclusion that he should
take a course in psychology: for he
said. in cffect, that he had talked
to the accused during the trial and
could sce that the accused was not
jn any way mentally unbalanced.
Now, for a professional psychoanalyst
to say that would he merely ridicu-
Jous. such a statement only being

ssible  after “psychoanalysis. ‘this

ingz out of the question when pati-
ent and doctor are separated by a
court-room, and. on top of that, when
the paticnt is under the stress of
being tried for murder. It is, there-
fore, impossible for a layman to de-
liver forth in a dogmatic manner
upon such matters.

This ignorance. I very much fear,
is widespread throughout the world,
New Zealand not excepted. And it
is men and women who have not
risen from this ignorance who are
agitating for the return of the death
pﬁnalty. Let me try to enlighten
them.*

Motivations

When a person commits murder
the act is either premeditated in
cold blood or else done on the spur
of the moment due to some over-
powering impulse,

In the first of the above cases the
murderer will either, in his opinion,
be committing the perfect crime or
his hate will be such as to make
any punishment worth the pleasure
of killing the object of his hate. In,
neither of these cases will the flact .
that there is a death penalty deter
the would-be murderer any more
than the fact that there is a scn-
tence of lile-imprisonment for his
crime.

In the sccond case no thought of
the future can be present in the
mind of a man crazed by hate or
Jealousy to such a degree that mur-
der is possible. What, then, is the
point of reintroducing capital pun-
ishment? In my opinion there is
none. What is worth doing. how-
ever, is to reform our school sys-
tem and also improve the social
system,

Figures...

Now to answer an imposing array
of figures quoted by the “Dominion”
on Thursday. February 19. In this
article the period 1934-1948 inclusive
is reviewed and some startling results
obtained. For instance, in the seven
years after the abolition of the death
penalty the number of murders has
an increase of over 61 per cent. on.
the number of murders in the seven
years previous to 1941, An increase
in population is very carefully omit-
tcl'? tas this alters the picture some-
what. :

Now let me quote some figures over
a far wider range, from the year
1900-1948. The figures quoted were
obtained from the “Annual Report
of the Police Foree of the Dominion
presented to both Houses of the
General Assembly™ and also. for the.
populations. “The New  Zealand
Handbook."”

. « . in Perspective

In the year 1900 there were 11
murders in a population of 80R132
persons, or 0.012 murders per 1000
of ropulatinn. This decreases more
or less uniformly 1o 0.0027 murders
per 1000 of population in 1912.

Then for the next filteen years
there was one year with 14 murders,
three with 13, one with )0, three with
9, one wth 8, one with 7, two with 6.
one with 5. and two with 4. Over
this period there was a rise in
population of about 300.000, from, in
1912, 1,134,506 persons to 1,450,356
in 1927, There is no order in the re-
currence of the figures. 1928 hit an

all-time low with only two murders,
but then the numbers rose to a felk
with, in successive years, 6, 7, 13, 15,
22, murders respectively. After that
the numbers fall off again with 16.
11, 8, 4. But now let us look at
the middle seven years. the same
length of time that the “Dominion
quotes at us. In these seven years,
from 1930-1936 inclusive, there were
92 murders and the average popula-
tion over the period was approxi-
maltely 1,500,000, -Now in the years
1941-1948 there were 87 murders
and the average population. from the
figures available, must have been
about 1.650,000.

From an Inspection- of the
figures it can be seen that the
rute of murders per 1,000 of)
population tends to rise to a
peuk during, or immediately
after perlods of unrest.

It is, therefore, only to be expect-
cd that there should have been a
peak in the number of murders re-
cently, to be exact, in the years 1944
and 1945, when there were 20 mur-
ders in each. \What is significant is
that this peak is lower relatively
than “that occurring after the de-
pression, This means, in effect, that
the abolition of the death penalty
was A safe and wise step and also
that the education of the masses is
bringing about one of the main
effects it set out to achieve.

Backward Penology

But do not let this give you the
impression that 1 agree with the
penal system of New Zealand. The
authorities here are extremely back-
ward in this respect. doing practic-
ally nothing to help criminals to alter
their outlook and turn into respecied
citizens. It would be an excellent
idea if we were to follow Russia's
lead in this matter, her prison sys-
tem (not political. about which there
is too much conllicting evidence to
make any opinion on it accurate)
being, in my opinion, the best in the

world.
—J.NJ.

Catholic Students
Guild

The Catholic Students Guild has
so far had two meetings this term.
The Annual General Meeting, pre-
ceded by a buffet tea and a talk to
freshers by the president of -the
Students’ Association took place on
the first Sunday of the term, There
were 65 members present and a great
many of them took part in discussing
Guild affairs. The evening was round-
ed off by a Social.

On Sunday, 20th March, Henry
Connor presided over an attendance
of 45 members at the second meet-
ing. After Benediction and a dis-
cussion on general business, the
evening took the form of a Brains
Trust, Those on whom the title of
“Brain™ was conferred for the even-
ing were Rev, Fr. Durning, S.M,,
M.A., Kevin O'Brien, M. Com.. Myles
O'Connor, M.Sc., and Ted Keating,
M.A. Questionmaster Connot pop-
ped the posers in the best McCul-
lough fashion. In the carlier stages,
question  of the "quiz" type, but
later “discuss” questions were fea-
tured and a considerable part of the
cvening was devoted tb a discussion
on the morality of Grahame Greenc's
novels and on the Mindzsenty Trial.
Once again supper and social con-
cluded procedings.

The next meeling will take place
on April 3 when Pat Walsh will
lead a discussion on the Catholic
Youth Movement, Catholic students
in particular are cordially invited to
take part in the discussion on this
live issue. The Committee also ad-
vises that it now has a pick-up that
works and that an enjoyable dance
will l’ollnwiscussion.

* * *
Our Congratulations to - - -
Mr. Peter Harris for gaining

his scholarship to study over-
seas.

THE CASE FOR GOD

The suggestion that a Chair of Theology be founded at this
College of the University should not be allowed to lapse into a
mere note in the records of the Student Congress.

In this College there are . three
religious groups, all of them inter-
ested therefore in God. They are
necessaé‘i’lg interested in the truth
abour . rorhif tlggﬁ c;;nstﬁ:ce has
ahy purpose then that pur-
pnge. and if there is no God then
there is no need for the organisations
at all. Moreover, if they are/not
interested in the truth about/Him
and His truths, then they are/ per-
haps, deceiving themselves in error,
a folly which is better: left to fools.
A Chair of TFheology should be a
common aim.

The few atheists, Marxian Com-
munists or materialists and the
many “Not Surers” or Agnostics
usually prefer to disregard the pro-
blem of God as uncomfortable or
ridiculous. A Chair of Theology may
not convince any of them t at
least it will provide those interested
(who will welcome it if they are as
anxious after truth and reason as

- they proclaim) with the opportunity

for looking into the matter,

You Object?

There are possible objections. Ap-

rent incompatibilities in the dif-
erent notions of God and associated
with this the existing religious divi-
sions and frictions discussions may
causd . . . is a fikely one. This
is not a sound answer in logic, for
although there may be some practi-
cal difficulties, no religion should
object to a search for truth, How
then to choose a lecturer without
causing feeling? This should be pos-
sible providing that cither lecturers
are varied each session or invitation
lecturers are called upon during the
session. But a objection based on
the ground of a possible ill-feeling is
not valid since it would be as sen-
sible to cease discussing evolution
because some scientists disagree,

The other objection that a Chair
of anything else (Marxian Commun-
ism?) could as well be founded is
of little worth, Many overseas Uni-
versitics have Chairs of Theology
and most ather likely subjects have
a place in the New Zealand Uni-
versity system. If there is a Geod
then cology is more important
than other subjects. The suggestion
that Marxian Communism be studied
is excusable owing 1o its passing
vogue, but that is more a political
doctrine and one among many. It
is better left until it has some sta-
bility %o the Political Scientist and
the Philosopher.

Its Importance

For the Theist the importance of
Theology is obvious since God and
human beings are supernaturally one
and His Divine Truths are a ques-
tion of importance. The atheist
thinks that the choice.is between
God and no God. He is right, The
world may think that it is a struggle
between Capitalism and Communism
but while Capitalism in some senses
is against God, it is not essentially
against God. Communism is materi-
alist .atheist and anti-God. And so
even the atheist who may hate God
realises the importance of Theology.
Either Theism or Atheism is right
and quibbles about religious freedom
in some Communist countries do not
remove inconsistencies in a material-
ist philosophy tolerating a spiritual
once. God and His Truths are funda-
mentals in the issuc.

A Side Issue

The suggestion that an theist hold
the Chair is side issue. An atheist
could hold the Chair, but why an
atheist when there must be several
theistic theologians? There must be
very few atheistic theologians. Can
an anti-Marxian be a teacher of
Marxian doctrine?
much of the atheist since Theology
apd Atheism are not only opposites,
they are conflicting exclusives.

A Failure If
A Chair of Theology will serve
little purposa if it avoids, as phil-
osophers oftén do, the necessity for
trying to reach the truth. Compara-

It is asking too .

tive study of conflicting theologies
may fill the exam papers and fill the
course—but the fundamental issue—
what are God's Truths—must not be
sacrificed, Students who can think:
theology and analyse theologies are
better than students who know theo-
logians. It is ntial to assume in
t at least that God does exist.
hether He does is a question for
Philosophy.

The lecturer should therefore have
a viewpoint which he is not reluct-
ant or unwilling to make clear to
his students. He should be satisfied
with disagreement founded on rea-
son. A hotch-potch of middle-way
ideas and uncomfortable dompromises
for students to learn would mean
little thought and few conclusions.
For this reason complete intellectual
honesty and willingness to
and listen are ideal, but rare when
many intellectuals are content with
their own theories and inclined to
dismiss those of others.

This is the major difficulty. The-
ology is higher in the hierarchy of
sciences than philosophy since it
deals with God's Truths, but it is
upon Philosophy that it could be said
to depend for its basic assumption:
God's existence. Philosophy in its
turn depends in some measure upon
History for a study of Jesus Christ
and the foundations of the Chris-
tian Church. Modern philosophers
however adopt one of three courses:

(a) They affirm God's existence;

(b) They deny it; or

{(c) They are not sure.

In dphiiosnphy classes attempts are
made to study all three but very
little attempt is made to see which
is right. Therefore the philosophers
say Theology is a waste of time
since it is based on an unproved as-
sumption.

The refusal to [ace up to the im-
portance of solving the problem, and
a study of those facts which seem
to indicate no God rather than the
proofs of His existence lead philoso-
phers to dismiss. Theology. They
ignore the fact that once proofs are
established the other aparently in-
consistent facts must fit—not be
made to fit—but fit. It is Theology
which helps to do this by a study
of the nature and attributes of God.
To dismiss Theology is therefore un-
wise and certainly not the task of
the philosopher unless he can dis-
prove the existence of God.

In Conclusion

To answer an objection by saying,
as has been said above, that it is
no answer in logic is not a full
answer since ple are so apt to be
illogical, emotional and vague on the
subject of religion. A logical answer
is therefore met with colourful pic-
tures of religious fanatics, militant
atheists and general discomfiture—
all intended to impress one with the
lack of wisdom in discussing a soci-
ally unacceptable subject. This is
mostly exaggeration by people who
are believers in expediency and not
in Truth, social comfort and mental
bread and milk, No one wants bitter--
ness but some discussion of funda:
mentals which™are so consistently
ignored would be'a good thing and
prefernble to an apathetic accept-
ance of watered-down notions of
God, *or the pious or atheistic ma-
terialism so characteristic of some
thought,

It must be emphasised that it is
not strictly the task of Theology to
decide whether God exists. That is
a philosophical question which very
Ett’tle ist ﬁne 1al:muit ]t_:ut for b;:he pur-

SCS O eology it has to assume-
ed that God exists.

Will Something Be Done?

Something should be  done. : A
University is a cultural force in the
Comimunity—or should be—and does
not exist solely so that people may
qualify for making a living, If there
is a then the consequences
which follow are sufficiently import-
H!t to merit the study of Him and

is Truth by any University. The
query is now-—will Vietoria continue
to ignore the question?
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Salient, May 4,-1949
REPLY TO

Dear Swen,

Of course answering you ls taking
an obvious bait — nay I fear an over-
obvious one. . . .

To be truthful it is not easy to
zanswer the questions you pose SO
tortuously especially since the essen-
tials of the problem are ignored. In
any such argument it is unusual for
either person to concede anything
but I shall begin by conceding that
the problem is not simple because too
many people imagine that it is or
should be. It is impossible for any-
one to give a full explanation of an
infinite problem, for God if He is
at all is infinite and our finite minds
cannot fully grasp the concept of an
Infinite Being. :

This is not illogical, althouih it
may be humiliating for Junior Athe-
ists, and yet you would have no
shame in admitting that your mind
is not as wt as that of Einstein.
(Yes—I know it may be.) When it
comes to God, however, you feel dif-
ferently—that you should fully un-
derstand God, be able to lain His
works and see no in tencies.
But why should you? It is incon-
venient and dissatisfying but it is
also logical that limited minds can-
not fully comprehend an Infinite One,

The essence of any arguments
about God fs not the statement of
facts considered inconsistent but a
consideration of the proofs of His
existence. It is on this basis that
I intend to argue with you. P intend
to do two things:

1. Comment briefly on your article
—which has been done above
in part;

2. Postulate two proofs of God's
existence.

You must either demolish these
proofs or be faced with the illogi-
cality of admitting the proofs and
denying them at the same time. The
issue is not first what you think
God should do and second whether
there is a God but just the reverse.

Your Article

You must know that the definition
of Christianity you quoted from Ox-
ford (The Christian Faith, doctrines
of Christ and His apostles) is con-
venient but too - vague, but why
quote it when no use is made of it?
It distinguishes Christianity f{rom
Buddhism but nothing much else.

Every complete idea in your article
is either unproved assertion or ideas
conditioned by what you think God
should do. On what authority do
you assert that “the idea of hell-fire
was introduced as a threat and heav-
en as a bribe"? Who introduced them
and when? 1Is this the authority that
leads you to assert that "“the Church
has imposed taboos on sex. science,
amusement, in fact everything"?
What do you mean by Church, “Take
away this religion” (what religion?)
“and let people” {(non-Christians—
that is Buddhists and other religion-
ists as well?) "act normally” (what
exactly do you mean, normally?).
What have the taboos you assert
were Imposed to ith the "“natural
desire to help onéd's fellows"—a de-
sire which you state1s only fulfilled
by tmrstl.?’g through these taboos?
In your philosophy why help human
beings at all? :
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S ports Goods

You'll find them at

THE SPORTS DEPOT

[Witcombe & Caldwell Ltd.]
Tel. No. 42-662

45 WILLIS STREET,
WELLINGTON

“For All Good Sports
Goods”’
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AN ATHEIST

But answers to these questions
still avoid -the base of the problem
and recrecate 'the problem, For a
fine example of this type of contro-
versy see “Is Christianity True?” a
discussion between C. E. Joad:and
A. Lunn which is in the College
Library (BT 1101, L. 963, I).

Your article works on the same
method as Joad's—you question His
works but do not disprove His ex-
istence. I called you a paper-waster
because you made rash statements,
you question Christianity and do not
bother to examine its credentials and
because reasoning is not your meth-
od, proof is not your basis and you
‘offer no solutions except advice to
act normally . .. a term you do no
bother to define. Purely destructi
people waste paper.

Two Proofs Stated

All of the five traditional proofs
of the existence of God depend upon
the principle of causality. There-
fore, if this can be disproved then
these Pruofs collapse, but the opera-
tion of the principle is obvious from
common experience. It can be stat-
ed thus: Every effect has a cause
and every cause has an effect.

Proof I— Proof from

Movement

Movement in its strict sense is
best defined as the gradual process
of becoming. The world for example
moves into another place in its
orbit, a person moves from one place
to another. This definition applies
to any change, gradual or instan-
taneous.

From this definition it is clear
that the object must ecither itself
possess power of movement or be
moved by another. The secries of
movers cannot be produced into an
infinite number and motion cannot
create itself. The cause which does
move and has created for example
the motion of the earth must itself
be perfect and changeless or the pro-
blem is set up again. This immut-
able mover is an eternal Being call-
cd God.

Proof II—Argument from
Final Causality

It is obvious in everything with-
out intellizence that there is what
architects and industrial designers
called the ordering of structure to
function. All the planning is the
adaptation of a means to an end.
the end in unintelligent things being
hearing or -sceing or being green
coloured.

Only an intelligence can use means
to gain an end, for the end mmust be
known in the first place and the
relationship of the means to the end
clearly seen. This order we find in
things requires a final ultimate cause
orr the problem is rcereated. This
final uncreated. uncaused and un-
planned . Cause is God,

For a fuller setting-out of these
proofs see a bok in ' the College
Library called simply “God” (BT101:
L. 364; G.—p. 37 onwards.)

.And that is case for the prosccu-
tion and for the defence, Must I
bait you, too. or .will the Junior
Atheist be content with—

Yours sincerely,
VERITAS.

Let's Go to Aussie!

President of the National Union
of Australian University Students,
Gerald Brennan outlined to the
NZUSA Conference, NUAUS plans
for exchange of students during next
long vacation.

Tentative arrangements have been
made for chartering aircraft to fly
students across the Tasman. The dis-
advantage about this method of
transport is that egual numbers of
students raust travel cach way.

Bookings have also been made for
200 passages to N2Z. and 100 to
Australia,

Arrangements for' employment of
N.Z. students in Australia are well
in hand.

DECLARE WAR NOW!

Let us give due consideration to the serious deliberations of our
elder and,solid citizens, as indicated by recent press reports. The
New Zealand OBSERVER is no upstart. Its long and moderately
profitable career proves that it speaks for New Zealand. On
15/9/48, one of its down-to-tin-tacks editorials says, “War—and
war with Russia—is not merely inevitable, but necessary, and . . .
the sooner it comes, the cheaper the price.”

And after all, it is the price that
is our main concern. We arc not
falling for any namby-pamby drivel
about “the brotherhood of man.” Our
sound business acumen is a national
characteristic demonstrated by our
meteoric rise from the primitive
savagery of Boadicea's time to our
resent-day mechanised animality.
q‘he first thing we want to know is
—what's in it for us? Well, if we arc
looking for a good inveriment, now
is the time to place our money. We
have the assurance of the U.S. Joint
Chiefs Of Staff that . . . "Russia has
has no adequate defense against the
B36 bomber, and may not have a de-
fense for at least 3 years. Thus Rus-
sia has the two major defense pro-
blems of building interceptors that
could waylay a B36 and of ringing
her vast territory with a radar warn-
ing system that would get the inter-
ceptors into the air in time.,” Why
wait till her defenses are organised?
We must not allow our natural sense
of fair play and British justice to
blind us to the fact that, at this very
moment, every moujik on the step
is probably treacherously scheming
to stab us in the back. Remember
Pearl Harbour! They covet our
mutton, our Juxurious trams, our re-
ciprocating women.

“What if Mr. Nash did say that~
New Zcalanders should not imagine
they can kecp all the good things -to
their own homes, for others have the
vision of a full life, to which all are
entitled. Obviously a woolly-minded
idealist! The point is that, as Major-
General Kippenberger says ", . .
we cannot expect long to be left in
exclusive occupation of " these fav-
oured lands . .."” Why, there are
millions of those savages and only a
fovw of us civilised people.r In the
face of this. how can we do other
than admire the realism of the
White Australia policy. “We happy
few.” having dug ourselves into the
carth’'s most favoured spots, cannotl
afford to have our affluence reduced
by any influx from the teeming slums
of Asia and Europe. Our parents
had the initiative to come here
while the coming was good: let us
now have the strength of mind and
arms to prevent this multitude of
‘poor relations’ from joining us and
diminishing our butter and eggs.

As Major-General Russell says,
“The defence againgt Asia's hordes
is in conscription .% .” Our homes
and our children! Would YOU like
y?l:r; sister to be raped by a Commu-
nist?

An Evening Post cditorial states,
“History shows that liberty—tragi-
cally suicidal—thus harbours the
sceds of its own destruction. By re-
fusing to surrender any degree of
liberty, the City-Sfates lost all.” And
Sir William Perry "Not only the

fighting persqnriel must be trained,
but the whole nation.” You know,
every Scout-troop a Schutz-Staffel
and all thal. As Hitler said, “If
the German people in its historical
development had gained that herd-
like unity., as other peoples have, the
German Reich would today be mis-
tress of the globe. Perhaps in that
case . . . might have been attained
. .. 0 peace supported not by the

Im-waving of tearful, pacifist wail-
ng-women, but cstablished by the
victorious sword of a master people
conquering the world in the
interests of a higher civilisation.”
Jackboots on! But the brilliant logic
of Mr. Holyoake, who has been tub-
thumping his way around the Wai-
rarava, provides the most complete
justification for conscription—the
Communists oppose it! ‘- He also men-
tion “, . . ideological Imperialism
. . . worst of all tyrannies . . . aims
to enslave soul as well as .* (One
thing about the good old Do Im-
nerialism—it was never polluted by
any taint of ideology.) Fear not, you
nineteen-year-olds—in between bay-
onet-drill and ‘sanitary’ fatigues your
soul will be your own in our new
army; though you must keep it to
yourself or the Nashonal Un-New
Zealand Activities Committee will be
after you.

You will remember, of course, the
abhorrence with which the daily
press re;‘)orted the ‘sacriligious use
of the Citizens' War Memorial” by
the anti-conscriptionist demonstra-
tors last year. Anzac Day brought
us the sanctified fulfilment of the
Memorial's proper purpose. In the
words of The Evening Post's triple-
column headline, “Preparedness
Urged By Anzac Speakers.” With

‘due piety, no doubt, Brigadicr F. M.

Hanson said, “Let everyone make a
solemn pledge that before another
Anzac Day dawns we shall have

sparced no cffort to prepare and fit |

ourselves and our nation for the pro-
tection of our frcedom.”

Away with sacriligious anti-con-

scription and hurrah for pious pre-
paredness!

Of what use arc a Brigadier's
powers of leadership, meticulously
fostered in O.T.C., specialised and
perfected by years of war and peace-
time service, if there are no con-
scripts to lead? Would you deprive
a man of the very occupation upon
which depends his exalted position
in the community?

So let us go forward together, re-
joicing in our “herd-like unity,” fac-
ing the “inevitable,” defending our
“freedom to ficht,” and making it a
world fit for US to live in.

—FRANCIS GAWN.

L
i 48A Manners Street

No Student Should Miss

One of the most sought-after books of our time

“A STUDY of HISTORY”

by ARNOLD J. -TOYNBEE |
Abridged by D. C. Somervell
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THROUGH BLOODSHOT EYES

“ Youth Fights

Colonialism ”’

This is the name of a regular pub-
lication of the World Federation of
Democratic Youth. and the title of
one of its departments in its head-
quarters. As one reads through the
issues of this publication onc gets
a deeper insight into the fact, assidu-
m.*- played down in our daily press.
th#® Asia’'s colonial people are stir-
ring from their slumber and that
students and young people are in the
lead in the upheaval. The aspira-
tions of millions for education. cul-
ture. even food and housing. and for
national independence as a basis to
secure these things. is being vigor-
ously supported by the WFDY, and
not without success.

In Asia in the past, the youth
movement, and in particular the
student movement, has played an
important role in the general
movement for national liberation.

The student movement reached
varying degrees of development in
different countries, corresponding io
the level of development of the
struggle for independence in these
countries. It ranged f{rom the
mighty student movement of China,
7.000,000 “strong in the Kuomintang
areas alone. to the still weak student
organisations of Malaya.

In the carly period of the libera-
tion movemcent it was natural that
the student movement should be in
the forefront of the struggle. not
only as far as the youth is concerned
but in relation to the entire struggle.
They had the necessary degree of
cducation to enable them to organ-
isc. to give leadership.

But this ‘condition was changed
in the course of the anti-Fascist war,
The necessity to fight, to mobilise
more and mare people into the anti-
Japanese armies. meant  especially
the activisation and organisation of
large masses of young people, peas-
ants and workers, and the birth of
i youth movement of the working
class and peasams,

Such organisations
the mighry  2.000.000-strong organis-
ation of Viet Nam. organised as an
integral part of the People's Front
of Viet Nam. In Indonesia, a feder-
ation of 17 youth organisiations, dif-
fering widely in type. stood in the
forefront ol the armed  struggle
against the Duteh forces. In Ma-
laya, in 1946. from the Anii-rrascist
Prople’s Army was formed the Ma-
layan New Demoecratic Youth League
of 23000 menbers in n country of
2,000,000 10tal population.  In India
alone, no definite movement of the
south developed.  Organisation re-
nmitined confined entirely to students.,

Sell-out and Confusion .

The war years were thus charace-
terised by a rapid growth of organi-
sation.  The recent post-war period
however  saw  these  organisations
caught 0 a bog of confusion. In

developed as |

real realisation that Britain would
return to continue domination, but
believed that she would rand out in-
dependence in her big-hearted im-
perialist way!

In Indonesia, the conclusion of the
Renville Agreement had the effect of
sowing bewilderment among  the
ranks of the youth, They could not
understand how pcople like Hatta
could scll out their country and their
people. These youth, who had dis-
plaved such heroism in the front
lines. made onslaughts on illiteracy.
tackled the development of indus-
try. in fact, set about the building
of the Republic of Indonesia, were
bewildered, confused and dismayed
at the actions of their Government,
and. were seeking explanations 1o
justify these actions. But while this
was so, while the youth were con-
fused and bewildered and badly ad-
vised, life itself quickly began to
tcach them the rottenness of the
policy they had been advised to pur-
sue.

In Indonesia, the youth found that
“ecease-fire” orders meant nothing to
the Dutch. It didn't remove the
blockade of Dutch ships around the
Indonesian Islands. It didn't pre-
vent the delegates to the South-East
Asian Youth Conference being first
jailed and then torpedoed before they
finally rcached Calcutta,

In India and Burma, the “‘new
order” didn’'t find jobs for the stu-
dents leaving school. It didn't find
land for the young peasants, It
didn't provide elementary education
tor children in a country where illit-
eracy is over 90 per cent. It didn't
increase pay for young workers, who
receive an avepage wage ol L7 per
month—a princely sum! It didn’t
abolish child labour in the factories
and the infamous tea plantations of
Assam. It didn't give the workers
houses instead of pigstyes, where the
people live in  indescribable condi-
tions of filth and insanitary condi-
tions. Il didn't give them rice in a
country where the head of the State,
Nehru, told a deputation of house-
wives that he also had to buy on
the blackmarket in order to live.

Opposition

It didn't stop the setting-up of
stooge organisations of trade unions,
women and youths. It did not de-
crease the oppression. On Viet Nam
Day the “Independent” students of
India demonstrated in selidarity with
hreie Vietnemese brothers and had
to figh: a six-hour battle with the
pulice in which several students were
shot, In January, 1948, the Nation-
al Conference of The All-India Stu-
dents’ Federation, equivalent to our
NZUSA. was Wanned at the last
moment and when they went ahead
despile the ban they were attacked
with lathis, tear gas and bullets,
leading to six delegates being wound-
cd and 600 with their skins burnt
with tear gas. This was the crime
which called forth an official protest
from our Students’ Association Ex-

end of June.and the beginning of
July, hundreds of the oificers of the
central and provincial Indian Stu-
dents’ Federations were arrested. In
some Provinces this had occurred
carlier. For instance, in the United
Frovinces. in September. 1947, 700
students were arrested, students as
young as 10 and 12 being kept in
solitary confinement and caned in
prison. Often no charges were pre-
ferred, On July 16th, 1948, when
~vehru was asked by student demon-
strators about the various Fubljc
Soecurity Acts and the repeal of the
right to Habeas Corpus petition, he
replied: “Is that a really fundamen-
ial right of human beings?" Geeta
Mukherjee, Working Committee
member of the AISF. is typical of
hundreds, being arrested without
trial for keeping "close contacts with
the WFDY and the IUS."

The South-East Asian Youth
Conference itself expressed the
sharpening of the situation. There

was great bitterness by the progres-
sive youth. at the sell-out, but also
desperate efforts by the reactionary
student leaders in India to prevent
the success of the Conference. The
Conference was characterised by dis-
ruption and confusion in the initial
stages, and when this failed to split
the unity of the vast majority of
organisations present, the opposition
in desperation launched armed at-
tacks against the Conference dele-

gates,

Organisation

These vast struggles for frecdom
and a better life are going on all
over Asia, ranging from full-scale
war, in China, Viet-Nam, and Indo-
nesia, 1o smaller-scale war in Burma,
Malaya, Hyderabad and a few other
parts of India, and bitter struggles
against repression in the rest of India
and in Southern Korea. One couldn’t
help feeling that while our Associa-
tion in VUC sat and talked about
whether we would remaln afliliated
to the WFDY, scoring talking points
like a parlour debate, the students
and young peasants of Asia were
fighting a grim struggle-of life and
death against prisons and lathis for
the elementary right to even form a
students’ association or a Kisan Saw
( Peasants' ‘Union).

In support of the young pcople of
Asia the WFDY has declared the
21st February a Day of Solidarity
with the Youth Fighting Colonialism.
All over the world, meetings, coxhi-
bitions, articics in the student and
vouth press. demonstrations,  cte.,
were held around that day on these
questions. This day has already a
tradition of struggle for f{reedom.
On February 21st, 1946, there was
the npational uprising throughout
India. led by the Indian Navymen.
On February 21st, 1947, occurred the
vast demonstrations in Egyvpt to ob-
tain the withdrawal of British troops
from that country. On the same day
of 1948 was held the great Confer-
ence of the Youth of S.E. Asia which
was an historic event in the history
of colonial struggles,
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The Left Is Right

The AGM of the Socialist Club was
inspired by the enthusiasm of Betty
Aryva speaking on Youth Work in
Australia. Everywhere the progres-
sive forces of the world are advanc-
ing. The victory of the progressive
forces in China is only one example
showing that the balance of power is
on the side of the people.

Our System

What has this to do with the young
people of Australia and New Zea-
Jand? To answer that we must find
what capitalism brings to us, and a
brief look at the world will give us
the answer. In the USA police spies
have recently been increased by S00.

Latest unemployment figures are’
four million full-time and four mil-
lion part-time. Attacks on those
who would implement democratic
principles are growing—even Tru-
man's civil rights programme is be-
ing sabotaged in Congress. In Am-
sterdam, while there are 70,000 un-
employed, while the meat ration has
been reduced and while there is a
serious spread in the influenza epi-
demic. huge sums of money are be-
ing spent on the campalgn in Indo-
nesia. In Canada 56 members of the
Seamen's Union are in jail for ap-
pealing to strike-breakers not to
work—this apparently is classed as
kidnapping under Canadian law. If'
the . employers in Canada wish to
force striking scamen to work, they
turn boiling steam hoses on them,
Under Marshall Aid, Austria is re-
ceiving three ex-army knapsacks
cach for every man, woman and
child. It is thought that food would
be preferable, but it is not supplied.

Their Progress

But there is another side to all
this. People in the Socialist coun-
tries are winning a better world. In
the Soviet Union there are one mil-
lion students in higher education.
Real wages have doubled since 1947,
partly through cuts in prices and
partly through wages increases. Pro-
duction is now above pre-war level.
In Budapest during Christmas, 1948,
the Christmas trade was thred times
that of 1947; while at the same time
in Australia, there was a scare
among shop-owners at the lack of
Christmas buyving.

In Australia the dependence of in-
dustry on American capital is be-
coming obvious, American invest-
ments had more than doubled be-
tween September, 1945, and Decem-
her, 1947, Exports to the USA have

- doubled and imports from the USA

have multiplied five times. Thus,
Australia is becoming well and truly
ticd to the shaky American economy.
The workers and students of Aus-
iralia realise the dangers in this situ-
ation and understand the necessity
to orzanise to fight these dangers.
I:* has become obvious that the Uni-
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wersities, teaching the orthodox phil-
osophy, economics and political sCi~
ence are, in their supposed attempts
to put forward all sides on every
case, “really keEping the wool over
the students’ eyes. In Melbourne the
Labour Club has organised meetings
and classes to put the other side to
every question and open the students’
ever to the real issues in current
events. -Yet, even in the University,
an organisation with a military basis
.has been making attempts to break
up progressive student meetings.

Australian Set-up

The most important Youth move-
ment in Australia is the Eureka
Youth League. It is a socialist, inde-
pendent. non-party organisation of
working-class youth. Its programmec

includes sports, camps, music, drama,
discussions on philosophy, cte., and
political campaigns on issues vital to
young people. They co-operate with
the trade unions on all trade union
issues, and with the students through
the University Labour Club on all
matters affecting youth. Their e¢n-
thusiasm and will to work for what
they need is truly amazing. Miss
Arya told us of the Eureka Youth
League Camp, 50 miles out of Mel-
bourne. She told us how, when a
decision was made to build a tennis
court -there, 40 young people went
out one week-end and bulit a tennis
court. In their spare time they also
huilt a creche so that yvoung mothers
could bring their babies with them to
the camp. We wish that VUC could
show the same enthusiasm for ISS
work days.

MORALS AND THE UNIVERSITY

To search for truth may be considered the high idea of a
University, although this is often dimly realised by students. Any
University should be a haven in which bias and intolerance can
be thrust aside, and ideals and infatuations examined in the light
of all knowledge possessed by human beings. Unfortunately, many
teachers and preachers in this community are pathetically
dreary and attempt to transmit knowledge without stimulating

basic principles.

The fleld in which bias is most
noticeable and dangerous is that of
ethics. Examine the traditional ac-
ceptance of morals critically and you
will find that the majority of think-
crs have viewed the world in a feeble
light—they have seen “good” as a
positive and "“bad” as a negative
concept. In truth bad came first,
while men lived in that stage when
they could give free reign to their
passions, but as men have found it
advantageous to live together, a
moral consciousness has grown up:
that is, a code of rules cnabling
human beings to live together as
peacefully as possible. This code has
grown and been passed on through
the entire social life of man. The
general moral opinions of society as
taught to a child, changed. or devel-,
oped according to his own apprchen-
sion of things, form his individual
moral code as to what he “ought™ or
“ought not" to do.

As these morals have grown slow-
ly. and with no conscious purpose,
it is not surprising that they fit our
present society with some approach
to the grace a dignified professor
would reveal in a ballet. People
are beginning to realise this, and the
idea is spreading that traditional
morals are neither ‘the prime rules
nor the best. They are upheld be-
cause they have been hitched 1o, and
developed with, supernatural expla-
nations which themselves are based
on very doubtful premises. Of course
I am considering Christianity as this
affects at least some readers. The
force of our universe is held to be a
God Who has intimate connections
with the earth and man in particu-
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lar; to this “explanation"” of the mys-
tery of the universe has been attach-
ed a set of morals which various
well-meaning people decided should
fit us human beings,

Zarathustra started the train of
thought way back about 1000 B.C.
He was a quiet soul amidst a quiet
agricultural people who were at the
mercy of bands of nomadic barbar-
ians: he needed a reason for protect-
ing his people's ideas aginst the
superior force of these men. Thus
he took the most common traits of
his people which seemed to help them
live together peacefully, and dcevel-
oped a theory connecting this “good
life" to a God. Naturally the bar-
barians were evil incarnate from the
point of view of his religion, although
theyv were more natural in their out-
look on life; A pure case of ration-
alisation, his religion stresses the
benefits of humility and suppression
as an aid to protecting his society
and, incidentally, himself,

From thils mlserable beginning
the pgood developed, mainly
through Christlanity, to its pres-
ent exalted posltion in Wesiern
civilization. But truth is stnri-
Ing te appear through the .Un
versity search for u good life,
The development of the social
sciences hus shown the strength
of this desire to ald fellow-men
by seeking rules which do truly
help our race to lve together
more peucefully. :

It is to be hoped that as many as
possible will talke up the secarch,
clear away the darkness of prejudice,
and stimulate progress towards a
happicer society,
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THROUGH CHRISTIAN EYES

_ __l_?age 11

e - -

In 1938 as the Chino-Japanese war was approaching the
SCMs of both nations seeing the impending strife and in order to
try and preserve in the hearts of a few at any rate the idea of
the brotherhood of man, decided to set aside the fourth Sunday

in April each year as a special day of prayer for peace in the Pacific
On Sunday, 24th April, this year, the VUC SCM held their service

for this day in St. Peter's.

The address was given by the Rev.

Cheung Wing Ngok, Chinese Missioner in the city. The following

is a summary of his address:

In preface it is important to re-
member the great area covered by
Pacific countries, their vast and
almost cntirely coloured populations,
mostly  Buddhists. Moslems  or
Pagans and that while some. coun-
ries have been civilised thousands
f wvears., others have been only for
a centur yor so. Despite lack of
¢ommunication they have all been
peace-loving till recent times; it has
not been until the beginning of this
century, as Japan has asserted her-
self in international politics that the
Pacific has shown its importance
strategically or as a belligerent po-
tential. The Second World War has
shown the Western nations this.

In the days of the first war,

the Paclfic countries were
mostly colonles of Western
nations, the British, Dutch,

French and Americans. Although
these countries have done m
in developing them soclally
economlically, the overal) plctuge,
if gauged from the point of v
of the Orlental himself, w
of Imperiallstie exploitation.

Scriously undermined by Axis
propaganda between the wars. the
prestige of the white man

smashed by Japanesc victories reach-
ing a clintax at Singapore. When
Japan finally surrendered and the
Potsdam declaration and Atlantic
Charter signed, the Pacific pcople
thought Imperialist days were over
and that a new era of hope had
dawned. But the Western Powers
have been slow to recognize this new
spirit and slower to bring indepen-
dence. Now, on the fertile grounds
of disillusionment, the Communists
have ben propagandising and encour-
aging the national, racial and ideo-
logical consciousness of the pcople, as
is secen in a country like Burma to-
day. The Chinese are cqually in-
volved and along with the labourers

ot‘_ the other countries, intoxicated
with the doetrine of Marxism.
Everywhere, Communism., masked

behind nationalistic movements, is
taking hold of the very complex situ-
ation. Recent,developments in China
are very threatening., for if South
Ckina is overrun by Chinese Com-
munists, this would possibly threat-
cn the peace of the whole S W.
Pacific.

What can we do about this situa-
tion? I do not think the problem
can he solved by .political or mili-
taryv means: national, racial or
idrological problems can only be
solved by faith. Faith in humanity,
in the power of love, and in God.

was

There nre very few Christlans
in the Puaclfic countries; starva-
tion Ignorance and sickness are
widespread, und the West has
done little to lnculcate falth in
the aforesald things.

As is being done in-such a mag-
nificent way. but in such small pro-
portions, in China by Christians, we
can only overcome hate and bitter-
ness. arising from poverty and bred
by nationalism, by the use of love.

In the eyes of the Paclfic
ple, financlal ald from the

West will be suspected of Ita

motive until such things as the

US discrimination againat the

Negroes, or Australia’'s White

Pollcy have been erased

Faith cannot be restored unless
love dominates men's hearts. Is not
this the task of the Christian Church
to undertake? 2Some people believe
that war between the Western de-
mocracics and Communism is inevit-
able, and that even in the West wins,
there will be war with the coloured
races. If this comes true, it will do
50 in the Pacific, I'm afraid. and it is
u{ to the West to forestall this by
eXtending a loving and helping hand
to the Pacific pecople.

In 1925, an SCM Conference was
held in Peking. As a result one of
the English Students was so moved
to help China that he went home,
trained in the Anglican Ministry and
came back seven vyears later as
bishop to Hong Kong. I would like
his example to be an inspiration
for you as to what your movement
can do. I hope that another con-
ference may be held and that some
of you may be able to go out to serve
as doctors, teachers, cngincers or
missionarics., For as well as being
ambassadors of your country, you
will be ambassadors of Christ, poing
out 10 make known with boldness the
mystery of the Gospel.

VUC SCM.

—— —

Travelling
Expenses

The following resolution was pass-
ed at a recent Exec. Meeting. That
the travelling expenses subsidy paid
to the senior teams for sporling
clubs be a maximum of onc pound
{£1) for only one trip per yecar,
and that the provisos for the special
cases previously considered be dealt
with in the future with special con-
sideration to be given each year
for these special cases,

FOR—
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WATCHES
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SHERWOOD
-and Sons {

103 WILLIS STREET
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WOODEN'T IT
This Easter the weather man almost achieved the hat trick
and so helped make Easter Tournament 1949 one of the best ever
held in Wellington. However, from our point of view.the Tourna-
ment was not as successful as it could have been, as once more, that
miost. coveted of trophies—the Wooden Spoon has returned home.
This was due in no small part to the efforts of the Swimming and
Athletic Clubs who did not obtain the number of points that was
expected. We realise that this may have been due, in no small
measure to the lack of adequate training facilities. By the time

next Easter Tournament occurs this may have
and a-better showing will be put up (we hope).

been remedied
In spite of this,

the general standard throughout these sports was high and is a
credit to all those competitors who took part.

The Shooting and Cricket Teams are to be cong;atulated for
their creditable performance in winning their competitions and so
helping to pull Vic. out of the clag to a certain extent. The Row-
ing Club also gained the odd point by coming third in the Rowing,
Whether or not this is due to fine rowing or to “sabotaging” OU's
effort in the Double Sculls is a matter for conjecture. (We wouldn’t
know . .. weonly heard OU'’s story.)

All things being considered it was a wizard Tournament and
a good time was had by all. The most important thing now is
for those enthusiasts of Winter Sports to get cracking so that we
will put up a better showing in Auckland in August.

Wallabies !

For the first time since 1933, an Austrafian Varsities Rugby

Team will be touring New Zealand. The

allabies will be in Wel-

lington from May 10th till May 14th and will play a combined
team of VUC and Massey at Athletic Park on the 11th. The Test
Match will also be played on the “Park™ on the 14th.

Following is the team list: Full-

back. B. Wileman (S); three-quart-
ers. W. Garner (S), R. Ahearn (Qu).
K. Tregonning (A). R. Goddard (T).
J. Solomon (S). V. Carrol (Qu); five-
eighths. N. Emery (S), R. Tooth (s),
halves, K. Walsh (S), K, Walker (S);
forwards., ID. Brochoff (S), R, Tay-
lor tS'. P. Carter (S), D. Engels
(81, K. Mewman (M), J, Dunn (Qu),
M. Elwocod (Qu), W. Erickson {Qub.
R. Gow (Qut. F. Masters (S), C.
Petherbridge (S0,

In the team are one international
playver, and cight inter-State players.
All this goes to show that very good
foorball will be seen up at the Park.
and all those. both student and the
general public. who are keen football
supporters are guarantced two great
games, Be there and sce Varsity
Rugby at its best.

On the cvening of May 11th the
Club will be holding a ball in the
Roseland Cabaret in honour of the
visitors. Admission will be by invi-
tation only and invitations may be
ohbtained from Exec, Room, the
Rugby Club Secretary, and from the
table in the main hall between 5

.m. and 7 p.m. this week.

Help with billeting the visitors is
urgently reeded,-and anyone who can
assist us, is asked to get in touch
with 1he Secretary, J. B. Trapp

49,960,
Athleties

Th Athletles Meeting  which
was held durlng Eastigg Tourna-
ment recelved acela ion in the
dinily press. This was dud te the
outstanding quality of the com-
petitors, most of whom mude a
soud showing in spite of the bad
wisither conditions,

The number of NZU records that

were broken indicates that we ywill -

have 2 strong team to send to Aus-
tralia ‘to compete against the Aus-
tralian tcams. This team, which in-
cludes Clem Hawke, the only VUC
membwer, has been acclaimed as one
of the strongest teams ever.to have
lef1 New Zealand. It is probable that
some of the members of this team
will represent New Zealand in the
Empir¢ Games next year, Congratu-
lations to those people who made
the team. We hope that in Australia
you will keep up the standard that
was shown during Tournament, and
ha\ie bags of fun in true Tournament
style,

ﬂ

Chib Secretaries, send Sports.
News to Sallent.

That Ball Game

By the time this article Is
published VUC Senior A team
will have met their first oppon-
ents in the Jubiler Cup compe-
titions—Onslow. Although we did
not field 1 team on Club Satur-
day It seems that we may have
u strong team this year.

Many of last year's players are still
Jn the team and there is also a great
influx of new talent. Amongst the
new players are Hounséll, ex-TC
plaver, Hill, Northcote senior A. and
Drake for OU who was a South
Island Varsity rep. in 1947, These
men are all welcome additions to the
team and may do a lot towards cap-
turing the Jubilee Cup for us in our
Jubilee Year. The first match
against Onslow will prove a very
hard one for VUC if Onslow play in
the same manner as they did against
Marist on Club Saturday. However,
when you read this you will know
whether or not VUC has two points
towards that revered cup which we
held in 1946. Here's hoping, types.

Qur congratulations go to Dick
Burke, an ex-VUS player who has
been appointed to the position of
sole selector of the Wellington reps.

Men’s Baskethbhall

Varsity had their just reward last
Tuesday night at the Sports Centre
when the boys in olive-green decis-
ively beat Marist 23-13 in the first
competition game of the season.
After 'being narrowly defeated in
two previous grading games, Var-
sity are now in A" Grade for the
second year. so with some vocal sup-
port each Tuesday night, they should
maintain their position,

Veteran guards Anderson and
Piper have now Bruce White to help
them, while forwards Tarrant and
Moral have been doing some really
classy shooting. Varsity's tight de-
fence has been their real asset, and
with coach (N.Z., Rep.) Geoff Milne
to help them, some bright Basketball
will be seen. ,

"RECRUITS WANTED!

Weekly practice: is held at the
Sports Centre, Wakefield Street, every
Sunday afternoon, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Competition games are held Tues-
day nights, Thursday nights, and Sat-
urday mornings. Good fast exercise
for a smal] amount of time.

Contact L. D. Swindale, Chem,.
Dept., or arrive at Sports Centre on
Sundays.

Tournament Caper

As a light relief to the serious
business of this Easter there were
four official social events plus the
inevitable individual sports dinners,
bashes. ete. The thanks of all com-
etitors go to Jean Melling and her

nd of hard-working assistants who
carried the social programme though
successfully. .

On the afternoon of Good Friday.
tea and hot-cross buns followed the
official welcome, It was the longest
queuc the Caf. has ever seen and
there was some doubt as to the cap-
abilitics of the walls of the Women's
Common Room to stretch—but the
room held all-comers.

Saturday night saw the first
official dance in the Gym. The crowds
arrived after the boxing and stayed

cing into the early hours. It is
rumoured that the Boxing Club held
their own bash somewhere down
town. We have no further inf?r-
mation on that.

Moonshine

Sunday dawned fine and while
those whose conscience demanded it
went to Church, we took the kegs
out to Moonshine in the Red van.
ready for the picnic in the afternoon.
With the train at 230 pm. the
crowd arrived and Jean had her
forces suitably disposed to meet the
invasion. Some prepared afternocon
tea. others stood ready with the kegs,
and the Red wvan., with speakers
mounted, directed the crowd, Beer
and afternoon tea were distributed
and the antics of the Haka Party
entertained the crowd, A few blud-
gers in N.Z.U. blazers, who were old
enough to know better, .pinched one
of the kegs and took it apart from
the crowd down the river bank.
Luckily the keg was recovered just
after it had been broached. Sunday
evening saw most of the competitors
at the Roxy.

Monday night was really a fiesta.
The Rowing Club made merry at the
Royal Oak. Following the Athletics.
the Athletic Club held a "dinner" at
the Basin Reserve. With Jack Gold-
finch as M.C.. George Dixon in the
chair, and Dutch Holland leading the
revelry round the piano. the "“dinner”
started roaringly., It was unfortun-
ate that a few irresponsibles decided
to wreck the room before they left.

You Can Lead a Horse to
Water . . .

Later in the evening, following the
swimming at Riddiford Baths, the
Horticultural Hall in Lower Hutt re-
ceived a severe shock. A dance was
run in the main hall. and the Swim-
ming Club held a gathering of appro-
priately liquid proportions in the
back hall. For those who stayed
after 12, special buses were arranged
at 1 a.m.

On Tuesday the social side of
Tournament came to climax with the
Ball. Unlike Blue Domino we will
not print the usual list but just say
that thanks to the hard work and
organisation of Jean Melling and Tui
Keiha the Ball was unusually suc-
cessful,

Tennis

~Tennis at Easter produced only one

major surprise. the combined doubles *
title being won by the second Can-

terbury pair. who defeated the top

Canterbury combination, Jean Mec-

Gibbon and Bruce Penfold. Apart

from this match the prominent play-

ers had things much their own way

throughout the Tournament. Jefl

Robson and Jean McGibbon were

rarely troubled in their singles,
matches although Avis Reid. of Vic,

made the latter fight for her victory

in the semi-finals, In the combined

doubles, too. Avis Reid and Jack

Walls played a sterling game against

Penfold and Miss McGibbon, taking

them to three sets in a well-contested,
maltch.

Another Vic player who acquitted
himself well was Ron Arbuckle.
Playing in his first Easter Tourna-
ment, Ron turned on some great
tennis, going down to Jefl Robson
in the second round of the singles.
In the doubles with Roly Ferkins,
they took a set off Robson and Green,
the eventual ‘'winners. It was a good
game, with Arbuckle plaving some
brilliant tennis, especially during the
first set, and Ferkins providing some
grand shots. .

The rest of the Vic team played
well, although some of the resuilts
proved disappointing, Last years
men's doubles titleholders, Walls
and Davidson, were not playing their
usual game, but were unfortunate
that after running up a first-set lead,
the match was interrupted by rain,
and on resumption of play they failed
to regain their form.

The weather was Kind to tennis
players. except for a spell on Mon-
day and the usual strong wind failed
to make its appearance,

In view of Vic's lack of success this
vear it is suggested that for next
Tournament, trials should begin car-
lier and should be very thorough
with a view to looking ocut the best
combinations and giving them plenty
of practice.

Finally, Salient has one bouquet to
hand out—to the Haka Party. Under,
the able direction of Peter Tarrant
and Lofty McEnnis this year's Haka
Party really showed us how a2 good
Haka Party should act, We were
not ahble to discover this last year.
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