YOL. 2, No. |4

WELLINGTON, JULY 12, 1939

Price: Threepence

DEBATING BALLYHOO

“The ‘Varsity debate”—a tlme.
honoured institution. metlowed by
tradition and sustained by its popu-
larity. Now degenerated into a farci-
eal exaggeration of ils avowed func-
tion. A Kind of popular University
entertainment, distinguished by a
flow of witleas wit from the bhack of
the ha!l and a Acood of emotionalism
and verbal trickery from the f[ront.
How many people, coming away on
a Friday evening, must be struck by
the futility of 1t all?

Platitudes, cliches, wholesale quo-
tations acknowledged and unicknow-
ledped, and hearsay evidence nre rife.
(People went away f{rom the iast
debate with at least three versions of
the Kulack episode.)  Logical failacy
isn a commonplace at these debates—
witneas the eternal supposition of a

hard-and-fast line between “'capital-
fat” and “‘proletariat” in modern
society. Tabloid thinking of the type
“Freud says evervihing is sex" is not
rife, it’s absolutely rampant. <Con-
fused ideas and Iirrational thought
cloud the issue., All ls a sea of

trouble awept by tides of eloquent
emotional appenl to popular prejudice
and blind ldealism. How far is it
all from that vital necessity of
modern times—open-minded, rationai
discugsion, where personal prejudice,
conditioned by past experience and
past thinking, ls recognlzed and dis-
carded?

What hope for us $f we think, yet
know oot how to think? What hope
for the world when its leaders rely
on persuaslon rather than proof?

Most people pefuse to  think.
Thinklng i3 dificult. To be swayed
by rhetorleal [fervour, by subtie
innuendo, s far easier than to be

convinced by rational argument. In
the present stage of human evolution
{1 use the word evolution, not
clyvilization, the latter being hardly
appilicable to the present world), an

idea, to be accepted, must have
emotional appeal, apart from s
logicality. Quite rightly so.  But

appeal to mass prejudice swamps in-
dividual thought, forbids intellectunl
conviction, acceptabllity belng based
on emnotional appeal, not necessarkly
on loglealily.

The danger to elear thinking arls-
ing from past and present onviron-
mental influences must be aclf-evi-
dent. One's thinking tends to be
based on things that are already
acceptable to ur: we choose the facts
that auit our purpose. We have
hefore us different interpretations of
Soviet Communlam, radical vartations
of opinion being published by mem-
bera of fdentical political persunsions,
The Left Book Club's books on
Rusaia defend the system; Sir Walter
Citrine, Eugene Lyons and Andrew
Smith pick holes in it.  How are we
to judge? This tendency ld iliustrated
vividly in debates at Victoria, We
see, too, the danger of following one
line of thought. ©One tends to cling
to it because of the initial emotional
appeal to one, to the inevitabie exclu-
slon of, and prejudice against, oppos-
ing ideas. To cast asgide all past pre-
ludicen, hopea, fears -— hecome
spware” as Krishnamurt! puts it,
should be our alm. Then only have
we started oo the road to truth.

Let not the audlence be exempt
from blame. As Susan  Stebbing
peintg out, many people, most people
come to a meeting {especially a pol-
tlenl one) with their minds made up,
They have prejudged the lssue, and
all they ask for is information thal
will  aupport their. thesls, The
difflenlty of oblaining facts facilitates
this characieristic of most "Varsity
audlences. They want to be 'con-
verted before they are educated.”
The temptation of the honest sperker,
then, ia to persunde, and only to per-
suade, as there is no time to educate.
{ Howevor hnonest apeakers sceimn Con-
spiruous by thelr absence  from
Varsity debates. ) Mucel of the fault
ties therefore with the audience, b
cause they do not desire rational
conviction.  Susan Stebbing helieves
that intellectual honesty is nol in-
eompatible with puhlie apeechod, but
experience  with “Varshty debates
points the olher way, l-Ix;ainiia'ti:m of
the perannality of the speaker is only
{nn freatent and the judging, aiso
being a time-honoured and traditional

VICTORIA UNIVERSITY COLLEGE

I have never been in the mood
to level criticisin at any of the
student eorganisations of this Col-
lege, vet in view of a certain
amount of feeling that has devel-
oped, my mood must be in some
manner one of rebellion against
the state of affairs as they appear
to be. Vietoria has for a long time
enjoved a reputation for liberal
thought and advanced views on
most subjects, especially polities,
vet in spite of that, at present it
appenrs 1o be in many respects the
most intellectually barren of the
University Colleges in New Zea-
innd,

The defeet is not something
readily expressible or capable of
heing understood by many—rather
18 it felt, and felt very intensely
when the desire for knowledge is
no longer fogged by the shadow
of examinations. “‘Salient’ may
serve very well as an organ of
certain student opinion, and in
that it is admirable, yet remove
the ever-present veneer of Leftism,
and is there left anything really
worthy of a University? It is not
that the basic outlook behind
*‘Salient’’ appears to me wrong—
actunlly I have come to believe
that that outlook is in keeping
with the findings of seience—hut
the lack of balance and variety of
opinion is serious.  The remedy
appears to lie in the student body
rather than the staff of **Salient.”’

A University should be funda-
mentnlly a seat of learning--
tearning which whether pursued
for the satisfaction of some inner
urge in the individual, or from a
desire to help in the enrichient
and ennobling  of the lives of
others, scorns the preocceupation
with only the immediate material
results that it brings. Yet there
is in this College too much of a
tendeney for the student affnirs to
he left in the hands of those on the
side of Law and Commerce, stu-
dents who, by the nature of their
studies, tend to remain under the
shadow of the statie and tradition.
al in human affairs, vet who
possess, so they think, an under-
standing of the major problems of
mankind. 1t is unfortunate that
the atmmosphere must be akin to
that expected in a night school or
tochiial school, in its lack of a
broad euliural basis

Then we have the problem of
the part-timers of all faculties and
their struggle to do the minimum
of work necessnry to pass certain
exams. Yet these are the people
who appear to take most of the
active parts in College societies.
It may be different in other facul-

ties, but 1 fail to see how anyone
can possibly do a seicnee course
part-tume in a manner worthy of
the things of beauty which lie
ashead. Perhaps we should have
pity on them, and not expect too
much, realising that some know-
fedge with little understanding is
better than none at all ; for at some
later stage in life it may supply a
certain number of facts to aet as
a basis for a newly.born impulse
towards original thought.

There appears to be a eertain
amount of hope nmoung the iull-
tinters, and it is indeed pleasing
that some of their number have at
fast woken up to realise that they
have a responsibility in running
the affairs of the College. The
awakening appears to have been a
pamnful affair for all concerned.
Among their number are the same

deficiencies, but they have the
time, and do not know how to
1se if,

We may remember that the old
Science Society of a few vears ago
died a natural death—a death
caused by the failure of the stu-
dents in the Science Faenlty to
cure  about anvthing but  the
branch of science in which they
were immediately nterested. It
was a sad thing that we had to
hasten the process, and it will he
something sadder still if the gen-
eral laek of interest allows the
Seience Association, a4 body now
warking unofficially and in its ex-
perimental stages, to suffer a simi-
lnar fnte. At the present moment
in the Seience Faculty there are
individual socicties, serving a very
necessary function in their own
fields, without one of them daring
to moention the name of Setence,
their Master, or attempting to
expand into the more important
field of Philosophy, inseparable
from Secience and from the world
around.

There 15 also an  admirable
society in the Arts Faculty, at the
time of its foundation stirred by
timpulses more than those of Art
alone. Now. this general philoso-
nhical outlook appears to have
gone, and there has been a with-
drawal into the Weltanschauwung
of Art as something complete in
itgelf.

What does exist in the College
appears somewhat deficient—the
wnp ahead is surprisingly large.
It involves all that field dealing
with the hasie concepts of Art,
Seience, Religion, and the like, an
understanding of which may ap-
pear vitally necessary when we
have reached some of the higher
stages of our quest, T think a thor-

ough understanding of screntitic
metliod as o live tool of tuvestiga-
tion is necessary before we can get
very far in this synthesis, Our
environment is known to us as a
result of urges coming from with-
in, and sensations from without;
the net picture we divide up into
small fragments, apparently un-
related, for the purpose of study,
and few seem to develop an urge
to attempt any re-synthesis,. We
do not expeect the younger students
to aspire to these heights which
some of the older ones may begin
to yisualise, yet something can be
done in this College, and would be
of infinite value in shaping the

ideas of those entering a Uni-
versity for the first time, The

responsibility would rest mainly
on the older students, with per-
haps the help and approval of cer-
tain members of the Staff. (I have
comie to believe that the Staff is
not wholly immune from this re-
sponsibility, and it could very well
help by giving seme Introductory
Lectures along the lines indicated.
A balance could be obtained of
material relating to the past, and
material which is vitally necessary
for us at the present. J.D.F. has
dealt  with this  subject in
“Salient’’ Mareh 15, 1939.)
Given a desire of the intelleetual
societies 1o attempt something
along these lines, there
the necessity of the Exec. to do its
part.  Until a lead is given, we
eannot expeet an aetive sympathy
from that quarter. The responsi-
hility for & move in this direction
s of a dual nature.  So few of
those who really do attempt to
think about these problems eare
to have much to do with the con-
trol of affairs—Tor it is truly a
thankless task, fogged with ciriti-
cism and misunderstanding. It b
all a story of infinite sadness, and
it 1s even sadder that those who do
eneourage the spirit of enquiry
should be so impotent to put some
of their pent-up feeling into prae-
tice ; those who really da feel about
these matters tend to look with
disgust on the petty hickerings
going on in their enviromment,
whether in the "Varsity, or in the
larger soeiety of which they are n
part. The private lives of seientific
and artistie erention appear to us
as refuges from this sndness,
Some will ask for more conerete

remains

proposils. I ean say nothing
further—an individual alene s
helpless in this matter,  Many -
dividuals must become conscious

of these matters, and by discussion
arrive at something move definite.
~FLPAW,
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occupation, s conseguently often
woarthless.
It then, the Debating Socjety 8

not copeerned with the true nature of
its fupction (which it apparently
cannot fulfily, long may iU continue.
To one and all it affords admirable
opportunities for mental relaxation,
and for entertainment value is well
up to the standard of the Auckiand
Zo0 or the Chicakgo Whedt pit,

I ean heartily recommend three
extremely useful books in connection
withy  this  artiele. "The  Art of
Thought " — Oraham Wallas; “Straiuzht

and Crooked Thinking,” by Robert

v

Thowless: and Thinking o some
Irurpose™ (n new DPelican edition by
[.. Susan Stebbing. = ABA.

THINGS TO
COMEK

Vigitors® Dehate-—in the Gymoasium,

Friday, 14th July, B p.m.
Motiont "That the Labour Govern-
ment merits  the continned  confi-

ilenee of the country.”™

AMoved by Dr. MeMillan, M. P, and Mr
T 1. P Loewin.

Opposcd by Are. = G Holinnad, MO,
and  Mro fLW. BEdazlex, LIS
Admission 6d.

The Ascent of ¥, —-Teraining Collegs

on July 13, 14, 15,

THE MEDS,

We invaded the Stage 1 Chemisirs

Lab., and interviewed the jadiex of
the Intermediate olass, Na o osingle
o Wad githe Lo sign o contession
about “Salient’”, =0 we recorded a
few Ldvas as they catne it from all
SHDE We subszceribe  to U=alient’
fihe hared one bobecatne we
HERTS 'EI:LL[ oltherwise wie wounths! B ot
of toneh with stadent affairz, What
do we like?  The short snappy bite,
et CGod Defend N2 —ulso the sporis
paee,  We do think the paper 4 well
written up.  Faults?  The main fault
is dullaness,  Counldn't we have o bt

of wit oceaxionatly?

SYMPOSIUM
SELECTED OPINIONS

ML, IIROOK,
o  aymposium  would be com-
piete without reference to the buck-

bone of the fostitution—Brookie: 2o we
vizited his palatial workshop, He was
rather hostile ot first, but soon became
eloquent when we mentioned the magic
word “Sallent.” Evidently he had very
strong opinions on some points. Yes,
he had been guilty of calling it a “rag,”
and apparently he would continue to
do =0 in the fulure—still, at the end
he did agree that it was not a bad paper
after ail. What he wanted in the “rag”
nnd in the College was more fun and
witl, providing it was kept in the right
place. He informed us that be could
supply us with a lot, but heé would not
let us pubtish it I'mt stre Brookle
geis a lot of fun out of us, but then
guits often we think something very
funny and Brookie simply fails to see
the point.
DR J.C. HEAGLEHOLE.

The main thing in University jour-
naliam is that it ‘should be alive, [t
ean’t be allve without a series of rows,
and the noige of battle which surrounds
"Salient™ is therefore a healthy sign.
It should also, 1 think, be in n broad
sense  politlcal, it it Is 1o have any
relevance to life in our lime—and in
our time academiclsm and private
jokes would be sterile and intolerable.
This need, too, "Sallent”™ answers, [t
ahould be todignant, aod “Salient™ iz

somelimes indignant. On the other
hend, I should like to see the poper
more consistently grappling wlith

books, pictures, music, and with the
problems of the University; also (as 1
demand 2 loty 1 rhould ke to see it
play the fool a bit more oflen; also 1
sa0Uad e o s Come of (18 oets Uy
the effect of vhyme,

ME. . W, EIMILEY.

You have asked {or my opinion of
*Salient”, At the outset, I would
say¥ that the paper is most capably
and eficient]ly controlled. it ls out
on time unfailingly, with ali its space
fitled, and T have never niade a
reguest  for the insertion of any
notice on behal!l of the Execulive
which has not received immedinte
attention,

Reparding the policy of the paper,
this doea not rocedve the tngualified
approval of the College—it wonid be
an extraordinary, and probably a poor
sort of paper that did. [ would not
e surprised to learn that the views
expressed in the paper do not rep-
resent the opinions of the majority of
the gtudents of the Coilege, I3t
these views appear 1o moe (0 eXPTess
the opinions of the majority of thoxe
students who take a really active part

in College affairs, and in socia)l and
politieal problems. Whethier the
policy of the paper represents the
opiniens of the majority of the

students could only be determinzd by
taking the sum totals of all the per-
sonal opinions of the students,

I feel atl times that there could be
more College news in the paper.
This again is purely 2 matter of
poraonal opinion, and probably a lot
of matter Inserted in MHeu of College
news is of considerable interest, and
assists o make the paper a nmore
balanced ane.  Personally, however,
I would prefer to have film reviews
omitted. Such are my conuents for
what they are worth.

MIL. W. T. (i, JOHNSTON.

We interview Mr, W. T. . John-
sion:—This gentleman was asked his
opinion of “'Salient” ‘Bunk' was
the reply, and even on repeated gura-
tioning we could nothing  but
“Hunk.” Mr. Johnston then pro-

gt

cevded to distribute “Sabient” for hall
y

an hour on Wedneaday aight and
atill his reply was unchanged We
snquired whether he had vead i, and
WwWoOrs prected with an indianant
“No'. At a buter staze of the day he
abveryeal { horrowed

In the morning he
Tyl st

vaunlingr A

Wwons
Oy,
that

anad

reaarked

anljent”’ frifis i groove,

the fafest edition certaindy did
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Black & White Cahs

WELLINGTON'S LEADING
TAX! SERVICE

Dial 55=-18S0

“"Half & league, hall a league, hall &8 league onward.” Bul there is no need to go

half a league when you have
F. C. THOMPSON'S SHOP in KELBURN PARK

Confectionery Bircuils Groceries
E\-‘r’t}‘l]‘lil]{.; 8 Student Nesds!

WEIR HOUSE STUDENTS! Why buy down town when you have this shep?

Relreshments Cigarettes

@ We Photograph Social Events, Dances, etc.

VALERIE STUDIOS Ldd.

THINK OF PHOTOS THINK OF VALERIE
Phone §2-743 65 DIXON STREET

® “He that, when he should not, spends
too much, shall, when he would not,
have too little to spend—"

VERY TRUE, SO WHY NOT SHOP AT

THE SELF-HELP STORES

WIDE-RANGE PROVIDERS AT THE CHEAPEST PRICES

IF YOU desire the best in any type of SPORTING
FEQUIPMENT then let

“THE SPORTS DEPOT”

attend to your needs.

WITCOMBE & CALDWELL LIMITED
45 WILLIS STREET, WELLINGTON

FOR YOUR DANCES! FOR YOUR PARTIES !

W. €. Cooper Lid.

Bakers and Pastrycooks

148 MAIN ROAD, KARORI 3 : Phone 26-693

ARS \ BARGAINS ! BARGAINS!

C e USED CARS AT THE CHEAPEST PRICES
CALL IN AND SEE— 138 WAKEFIELD STREET, C.1.
INDEPENDENT MOTOR SALES LIMITED

DIGERT MAGAZINES.
Ylgwidy o Feres mnid exeeliont jn ooptent, Chese modern “mwltom b parve'' pablieations are
Just woual b0 sUERY Bkl o Sesdliate Pegiires (0 Reep abireast of the beest in o current fael anil
Tt Bannh Piheos weeesd informniase sl Enleresting moateria] = carindly mélected el condeieed
fromy Che wirrlil™s prcpdeeil i e Al proscipded ateractively, withaut atn overabundonee of
saverlising meatter, o o5 slee [0 01 The poked oFf the Randbag.
The Australion IHgest of Werld Hending, 1/-; Life INgeat, 1/-; Synapsls, 1/6; Eve's

Journnd, 171 Men Only, Ly Gulaxy, iy Lillipuat, fd.; World Dgest=—new English monthiy
of Courrent Faect and Comment, §d.

WHITCOMBE AND TOMBS LIMITED, LAMBTON QUAY

STUDENTS ! Your housekeepers will get excellent service and

you will get excellent meat from

K. L. READ LTD.

Telephone No. $2-036

56 Courtenay Place -

TEA

BUSINESS PHONE 41-910

IS5 GOOD FOR THE BRAIN — BUY THE BEST!

Wardell’s

204 206 2/8 2/10

PRIVATE PHONE 4%.378

WILFRID J. I
¢ LADIES' AND
KELEURN AVERUE, .
LAMBTON QUAY, ANE GENTLEMEN'S TAILOR
WELLINGTON C.1. UKAF. LONDON Gl ENDAY

WVISTHIORS' IDDEKEBAILLE
In the Gymnasium - - - Friday, 14th July, at 8 P.M.

Motion: “That the Labour Government Merits
the Continued Support of the Country.”

Moved by Dr. McMILLAN, M.P., and supported by Mr. J. P. LEWIN.,
Opposed by Mr. S. G. HOLLAND, M.P., and supported by
Mr. R. W. EDGLEY, LL.B..

Admission: Sixpence
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Symposium - - P. A, ONGLEY
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COMPULSORY SUBSCRIPTION

The Guest Editer and his staff have now completed their task;
but before the intellectual life of the college falls back into the old
groove there is one most important matter still requiring attention—
the motion which caused all the criticism of “Salient” to become
articulate. It is only in relation to this motion that the criticism ¢an
be understood; and above all it must be remembered that the defeat
of the motion and not ether a change in the control of “Salient” or
even the elimmation of the features criticised was its primary object.

It is admitted that what actually happened at the meeting,
especially when inaccurately retailed to those who were not
present, might well have cbscured that fact somewhat; but
the opponents of compulsory subscription took the line they
did purely nnd simply because, untii Mr. Edgley’s announce-
ment at the meeting, they had no idea that the matter was
to come up. For the same reason there were so few present
to support them. Mr. Edgley had duly posted up his notice
of amendments, to be sure—five pages of them. But how many
students could be expected to read the mass of technical jargon that
must inevitably figure in such a document? Some, such as the
writer, managed the first page and discovered that the Students’
Association fee was to be raised; but only the legally minded reached
the fifth and found out the cause. The only way to make such a
matter adequately known was to put up advertisements in block
letters ""Students’ Association fee to be raised to provide for free
distribution of ‘Spike’ and ‘Salient’ " on all notice boards and in
the second of the two papers concerned. This was not done and the
result waa that those of us who realised the objections to such a pro-
posal were left without the support we undoubtedly have in the
college and without a plan for combating the motion when its
import was suddenly revealed to our astonished senses.

Who can blame us then, if we spoke of the first thing that came
into our mind—the obvious failure of the paper, to which all were
now to be compelled to subseribe, to express the opinions of all or
even the majority of students. Reflection would have shown us that
the obvious course to adopt was to suggest that the matter be held
over and decided by a ballot of all students, as was the similar ques-
tion that recently came up of a reduction of the fee for Training Col-
lege students. But we went blindly ahead. Practically all of what we
said was right, we believe, and so do all of those who have so
enthusiastically approved of our action, but the result was that the
meeting, instead of realizing that the matter was one with which it
was scarcely representative enough to deal (Mr. McCulloch was an
honourable though belated exception) and instead even of examin-
ing the motion on its merits, treated the matter as one of confidence
or no-confidence in the “Salient” staff. This attitude certainly
explains the decisiveness of the result when the vote was taken (69
to 20 in favour of the motion).

As we think that by now many of the 69 may be begin-
ning to realise their mistake (for which they were not entirely
to blame) it is to them particularly, and to the others who
have indicated their complete confidence in “"Salient’'s” regular
staff, that we appeal to support our move for a reconsideration
by ballot of the original motion. With that in view, we add some
other arguments that should appeal particularly to them, based on
the harm that would be done to the paper itself if it becomes
compulsory to subscribe to it. The first is that, as is well known, it
is utterly valueless to attempt te force students to take an interest
in College Affairs. The adage that one volunteer is worth ten
pressed men applics more than ever in a society such as we have at
the University, The other arguments may not perhaps at hrst seem
quite so weighty, but are well worth consideration. They are, in
brief, that the standard of "'Salient” would fall, and that it would
lose its present freedom. The standard would fall because at
present it is mainained only by the herculean efforts of a few who
have in some cases sacrificed their University work for the sake of
producing a worthy paper. If they knew they could sell their paper
whatever they put into it, would not their efforts relax just a little?
The loss of freedom would be necessary because a writer has freedom
of speech and opmion only so long as his readers have freedom to
abstain from reading and paying for his expressions of opinion. Our
daily newspapers may print what they like, or what their proprietors
and advertisers like, within the law of libel; but only because each
subscriber is free to cense subscribing as soon as he wishes. Make
subscription compulsory, and you are obliged to meet the wishes of
Who would suggest that this is either possible or

every reader,
desirable?
Well then, what can we do to have the matter reconsidered?
The one way is to call a special general meetng of the Students’
Association, and there rescind the motion, and pass in its stead a
resolution that the motion be submitted to ballot. This is the course
we urge upon aii, and we are confident that in doing so we are
morally entitled.to the support not only of those whose help and
enthusiasm have been so invaluable to us during our Guest Editor-
ship, but also of the regular staff of “Salient” and all who think as
they &o, and finally of the whole of the newly elected Executive.

A petition calling for a Special General Meeting (which must be
signed by 25 students) will be sent to the secretary of the V.U.C.5.A.
shortly, so that the mecting may be hetd immediately after the next
batch of examinations, which commence on Meonday, July 17th.
Fifty students are required for a quorum; but we would like to see
500. Freshers ore eligible to vote. -\W.S.M.

INTERNATIONAL
CLU 8.

It has been sald with increasing fre-
quency of late years that New Zealand
Is becomming “politically consclous.™ A
very common manifestation of this
rising interest | the increasing num-
ber of discussion groups, which take
any one of a pumber of different forts;
these vary from two wharfies over a
pint of beer to a grouvp of hard-smok-
ing, frequently hard-swearing, students
in o 'Vorsity common room. The dls
trissing feature of all sueh groups,
howevar, is thelr lack of faciual know-
ledgge and of perslstent pursuit of some
definite question; the latier belng
usually lost among n welter of irrele-
vint issuen,

Thus we welcome the formation of
an  International Relations Club  at
V.U.C. At a meeting held last week
some 40 enthusiastiec  supporlers
clectsd a provisional committes and
cmpoweréd it to draw up o constitution,
go that the club might seek afMliation
as soon as possible.

Professor Wood, te whese energy the
calling of the meeting was largely due,
explained the detaits of the schemoe:
The Carnegle Corporation of New York
wolld provide the basts of, and & zulde
Lo, discussion in the form of regular
suppiles of suitable books and periodi-
cals; but the organisation and controi
of the club is to be left in the hands of
theé students. The only proviso Is that
one member of the Stafl be nominated
by the clud to answer to the Corpora:
tion as te the respectability of the club
and the proper use of Hterature pro-
vided.

The commlitiee slected cansisted of
a chalrman, Mr. A. T. Fussell: a sec.
rotary, Miss M. McWilllamu; and three
committee members, Misses E. McLean,
M. Sutch, and Mr, ¥, Corner. Professor
Wood was appolnted as the required
facully adviser, Two study groups were
set up and the club decided 1o hold fis
firat meeting in zbout a fortmight's
time. —J.0.8,

@

V.U.C. AT MASSEY

sSomeé  thirly

RELATIONS

members  of  the
V.ULC. Science Assoclation wmade an
enjovable excursion to Massey on
Sunday, July 2nd. No excursion run
by the “Varsity would bé complete
without the traditionsl behaviour of
‘Varsity students, and this was no
“xeeption,

Most of what we saw wins of inter-

est only to those of the Science
Faculty. Both at Masgsey and the
Plant Chemistry Lab., D.S.I.R., the

maln feature appeared to be the gse
ol modérn methods and a plentiful
supply of efficient apparatus. Those
who have spent thelr seientific lives
tyving up condensera with pieces of
siring may well wonder whether the
complex apparatus I8 really essential,
as pood work can be done with vers
few facilities. Everywhere there was
a kKeenness and enthusiasm, essen-
ticHly dynamic, amd not always
present at V.U.C.

After & meal modestly deseribed
ax afternoon  tea, several short
apeeches  were  made, Mr. Terry,
Presidont of Massey Collexze S.A.
weltomed us as ambassadors from
V. ULC., expreéssad resret that fhe
visit was so short and hoped that
many  sueh  interchanges  of  visits
would take place in the future, The

final apeech by Prof, Meren could very
well be reported in full,  His main
points were, firstly, the close bond
that  exists  between  Massey and
V.U.C., one which shouid be felt
especially in the Seivnce Faculty, and
sienndly, the importance of Bio-
chemistry (that subleet involving o
wynthests of biology and chemistry)
in the acientific development of N.Z.,
sl the greal regquirement of expert
research workers In this subject at
Massey, Mr. Barker repifed on be-
hall of V.U.C.

Those who went on thiz excursion
are very crateful for the work done
by Dr. F. W. Dry in arranging the
visit. —E.P.W,

EXECUTIVE MEETING
APIMOINTMENTS
Tournament Delegotes:
Morrison and Corkill.
Cafoterin Controller: Mlszs Higgln.
Hepresentative on Refugee Com-
mittee: Mlss Rogs,
NAUSA, Corresponding Member:
Mr, Bullock.
Assistant
Loour.
Assistant Treasurer: Mr, Boyd.

Messrs,

Secvetary:  Mr, Scerim-

We gather that the Executive in-
tends to do a certfpamount of brush-
work in the near ture, in the way
of decorating s roon. “Jalleat™
reporter considered that a radiator

willd e more to the point,

Y sub-committee has  been ap-
pointed to organise o Student Work-

ing Bee. Tie Work-—shifting some
rock on the approaches (o the
Biology Block-—Full-time  studenls

note.

please



SALIENT

LETTERS

Wellington, June 30, 1834,

Pear “Sallent,”—The immediate re
actlons of 1 rather conservatively.
minded Jaw student (who was not, T
must sdmit, present at last Monday
evening's mecting) to the Increase of
the S.A, fee to provide {inter alia) for a
general distribution of “Sallent” woere
not exactly favourable. Was this new
move, T wondered, only a lecitimate
aect of gelf-expreaslon n the part of the
leftists, or the fArst step in their attempt
to dominate the College by foree?
Further reflection, however, as well_as
a talk with one wha was present at the
meeting, have persuaded me that thia
view ia hardly fazir te the “Sallent”
ataft. The chlef argument, It seems,
that welghed with the voters at the
moeeting was the fact that there was
only one¢ weekly paper at Y.U.C., and
that that paper, in spite of great ¢fforts
made on lg behalf, wan not paving its

way. Accordingly, it would have either
to contlnue in itz present salate of
finanelal insecurity or be given the

ass{stance of a general levy, The latter
alternative was chosen; no aclfireapect-
ing Univerzity could, with equanimity,
have contemplated the former, At
leaat, that is how It seems Lo me,

The question of “Satlent's"” adminis-

tration s really another madter,
Though peraonally I disagree with

mont—perhaps nearly all—of what has
appeared In the editerial columns of
“Salent.” like many others 1 feel that
too much apathy has been shown by
those of ua who conaider we hold
sonnder views. In the cireumstances
it is inevitable, and perhaps not in-
equitable, that "Sallent” should have
become the mouthpiece of the Lell.

May I therefore volee what T belleve
is a falrly peneral desiro—that, in
whoever's hands the editorship of
“Sallent” may be, it be (or, If vou like,
continue to be) a reasonably open
forum. Lot the College be assured that
its own weekly—whlehh has now been
placred on a proper financial footing—
has room for theviews of every atudent,
and there would be little ecause for
dizsntisfaction. Better stitl, we might
thus gee an end of the bitterness whieh,
on all sides, has been so much in évi-
dence of late—Yours,

H. J. EVANS

{Our reply to thia letter will be given
fully &t the Specinl General Meeting.
It j&a a question of whether financial
considerations are to outweigh matlers
of principle.—Ed.]

Editer, “"Sallent.”

Dear Slr.—In connection
many arlicles which have
lished fn “Salient” in recent
in crittclsm of the British Govern-
ment’s polley, T think the following
queations are not entirely irrelevant:

(1) How many of the gentlemen who
have critielsed the policy of “appease-
ment” would have been prepared Lo
fight in the war which was the oniy
posslble alternative to such a polley?

{2y Can they deny that Russta, which
wis linked to Czecho-Slovakla by a
treaty of mutual assistance (similar
to the joyfully-awaited Anglo-Rusaian
pact), is at least as much responsible
for the glsmemberment of that country
ws Britain?

(3> How can they reconcile their in
dignation at the Nazis' brutalities wiih
the complaceney with which they re
purd the mossaeres perpetrated by the
Reds, in Spaln and Russia, exceptl on
the principle that if & Commuanist
shoots a priest it's an act of justice, but
if o Fascist shools & Communist
flendish atroclty has been conumitted

Yours faithiully,
HUBERT WITHEFORD.

with the
heen pub-
months

©/7/39.

o
BIOLOGICAL FILMS

The DBiologleal Society should be
commended on s attempt (o scroen
a programme of sclentific filims Jast
week., However, iU seems that as an
experiment in education the effort was
not coatirely auecessfull The fault
with the maojority of the s was
that, in attempting to cover a wlde
field in o slmple wmanner, they were
satisfactory nelther te the expert nor
to the novice. For the former they
were not sufficlently detatled, while
for the latter they were impressive
rather than instructive. Il appears
that -unt}l films can be obtained that
are wmoare suitable for educational
purposeg, and less comparable to
popular science publleations, any time
gpent fn sereening them will have
heon wastoed, ] 1 H.

o
Debating Society

General
for ¥Wed-

Dibating Sockely,
Mectlng has been

A Sprelal
called

nesday, 12th July, at & pam, in the
pvmanasium, AL this meeting the

quastion of a dispute Dbétween
memberz of the commitiee will be
dlscussed, and a new election of
officers will take place.

“THE FARSITY FABLES”

OUR POLLY-TICKLE COLUMN

¢ heloved
young woo.l-
¢utter who dJdecided (o go oul into
the world to seck hls fortune. 5o
one day he packed up his things, ob-
tained his passport, and crossed the
frontier into the strange land of Vie-
torip, ror many days he wandered
throuzh the shady FPorest of Thought
and there he met a Princess called
Sclentific Research and muarried her,
though that Is another story.

One day heée left his Bride 1o cut
wootd in another part of the forest
called the Common Hoom, and there
e came across o oman whe was ad-
dreasing o meeting  of sad-faced
peonle, And this man sald unte the
peapie “You sav you want things
done; why don’t you o anddothem?”
Then the woodeutter asked Lo, what
that vou want donpe?” and the
replied "We want men wiltling
ambassadoras to our King,
but evervone cries that he cannot
glve  the time.” Then the people
crowded round eryving *Will you go?™
Now the voung woodeulter wanted to
wo back to his Bride, but at laat he
gaid he would go If two gthers would
support him.

Lneo
Aesopht,

upen a  me,
there wias o

iz 11
nian
10 LG ad

Now when the Councillors of the
Kineg heard that thene men were
coming they forgot that these men
were from the orlginnl inhabitants,
that they had deelared thelr meeting
widely, and that they had a right
te visit the King, And They werc

TERRIDLY upset about it, corying
1.0, these men come In secret to ateal
power.* But the King would not
near them and appointed one of the
Waoodecutters to his Cabinet, sayiug
to the others “What elge can i do for
vou T’ And the young woodcutler
spoke about expenses and taxes in the
tand—>bul before hé could say much
ofe of the Councillors stopped him
and told the King the same thing
saving, Lo, 1 Personaily attended to
It"” though the woodcutter was still
tryving to speak, which was rude of
the Counciller, So th¢ woodeutler
apoke about hreakages, announcing
that only one had been  caused
dotberately . and the Councillor
asain interrupted hlm, denying this,
saving "1 personslly saw the damage
and kKnow that the people of the
wopils are the only ones who would
think of dolng {t."  After the wood.
cutter had {(rled several times 1o
speak, he gave it up in disgust, and
the Counciliors said he had not
nroved his {acts.,

But the young woodcutier went
hack to the Forest of Thought and
snid to the people Now one of usa
is on the King's Cabinet and he will
spenk for us.” And when the Coun-
cillors z2ald nasty things about him
he deeided to reply only once, then
vo hack to his Bride.—E.C.

@

THIE STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION
Ediror, “salient.”

Dear Sic—"A  dife  unexamined,
uncriticized, is not worthy of man,”
the philosepher. Let us thoereé-
' purselves as others
We are cautionéd not 1o make
our discussion too welghty in case
the  abgorbing mental capacity of
Atudents who have no! been through
the ¢lass in logle iz exceeded, even
thourh a little more weight in the
{eet may help somoe people who dre
inelined to be fight-headed (o Reep on

sy E

fore e

g e

e
1,

the earth, sceelng  that "writing
maketh an exact man,” L is bost (o
atate  pungently  and  perfunctorily

what is exerelaing the minds of sone
of the students, 50 that the complex
matter iy be examined,

The wholes erux of #) maller ls
this, that “the duly’  constituted
Studgnts'  Assoclation at s last
meeting by a minority vote—given, it
i admitted, strictly in accordance
with s rules—acted in a manner

that is not worthy of man by impos-
ing an exorbltant charge of five
shillings per annum on  membors
whose financial resourees are already
stralned to breaking peint. 1t is the
tnst atraw that brenks the camoel's
hack. The College motto, “Wisdom
is more to be desired than gold,”” s
clexrly infringed, and those studenis
who burk at the extra heavy burden
are fully Justiied. The bBmposition
targely arose as Lthe result of a deficit
on “Salient.,” whieh has sines bren
very ably reorganised with great
arofit to all concerncd. “Freshers™
now want the Students’ Association
itgelf rearganized so0 as to give them
right to vote, and have the various
ehub  mestings  more . conveniently
arranged in a manner becoming to

intelligent persons.
T. F. SIMPSON.

Remoark made by Profeasor Lipson in

a recent Political Seience leeture: “The
Saocialist s o person who Jels hig
bleeding heart run away wilh  Dhis

bloody head™

VERSE
SOUTHERLY

Be sorry for the shivermng wwall-paper,

A lewpe fhe carpet's biflowing agony

And stap the chaltering  Ieeth  of
it ndaus-panes

fHeigh Ho! the window-panes!)

Rring yr harreiers to stent Mg chill-
ing

Torvent paderpeath the door.

The: radiatar,

Goddess of alfernaling current

Criblicd helplessly along a single

Conifronts the nose—infrigorafing cold,

The duxt of last year's life

And Fast wrek's cigoaretiedsh

Rhoddering.

Be &griy for
.Tr'.rf

Impotently drifting aiong the indantel
peee

Deader than

s chilty.

fere”

the ghost af your dead

rejrofed ratsmeal,
—UNG.

ELIZABETHAN

I tn the compass of this fluted shell

I cowld contain the walers of the sea

That break and fall and rise cnd sureg
tned  xieefl

And beal aboul The world incessanfiy,

Then conld 1 tell

The depth of my vexeceding love far
Thee.
And as the wmagfly breaks his wings

wedle ey,
Nor lives {n see the sefling of the sun.
Let these words say
How long I shall hbe
one,

vanalanl, fairesl

—B.M.

GRAMOPHONE RECITALS

Sixty-one la &2 phenomenal aitend-
anee  for a ‘Varsity gramophone
recital. Whether the suecess of the
frst of the ‘popular’ recltals was due
to the npature of the programme, oy
to e extensive advertising it re-
eeived, is hard to say. The Important
fact iz that 40 or 50 more students
have shown themselves interested in
thia braneh of V.U.C. activities, It
ig to be hoped that this interest will
not wane, especinlly as Tuoesday's
recital was by no means & falr sample
of the possibilities of the Carnegie
juachine, Interested persona would be
well advised to attend othér npro-
rrammes—programmes of 4 nature
that permits them to be more cohér-
ent, and, to many, more ¢njoyable,

The *“popular’ programmes wili
continue each Tuesday at 1 p.m. Other
programmed are arranged for Mon-
dayvs at 1.15 p.m, and Thuradaya at
8 puan. Details are posted outside the
dibrary, while an cffleient ecard index
to the 900 records owned by the Col-
lege i3 to be found oppesite the
livrary counter. 1t should be noted
that the students may have records
plaved, other than at tlmes sel down

for regular reeitals, by speecinl ar
ranzement with one of the gramo-
phone committes,  The colleetion is

pue §L. I.L.H.

FRENCH CLUB FRIVOLITIES
Students” evening was held at the
Freneh Club on Thursday, 20th June,
The programme commoenced with o
creditable performance by firat-year
students of a bright }Mitle play, “La
partioc de DBridge,” by Tristan Dep-

there to Y tsed:

nard, The players: Misses Stone and
O’'Connor and K. Hollyman, R. Col-
ling, F. Evison, K. Matthews and
A, Miles, P, J. Magill then played
“Staceato etudz"” (Rubenstein) and
after voeiferous applauge again de-

lighted with “Papillon™ (Oleson).
When a man abandons his wife for
the roulette wheel and schoemes o
sell her jewellery to finance his sys-
tem, he is assured of a frlgid recep-
tion. It was not otherwlse In Max
Maurey's play “"Monsieur Lambert,”
produced by Dr, Keyvs. Inveigled toa
tunatic asylum under the conlrol of

Dr. Qarin (J. F. Parker) by a [akke
prince (E. D, Grinstead) and his
female accomplice (Betly Frazer).
M. Lambert (Dr. Keys) I8 man-

handled by anattendant (T. Sweéeney)
and gibberad at by a probationary

lunatle (5. Whitlock) while the
Ysharpers” decamp with the swag.
Mme, Lambert (Duarle Maysmor) ar-

rives in time to provent her husband
being further ill-used and explalns
that she has substitated an imitation
for the zenuine article,

The parts of M, Lambert and the
lunatic were pmusingiy portrayed
but the play lest effect through the
too soft speaking of some of the cast,

ALM.
@

Chemibstey mnd the Onter Womnnan,

In o Med, Intermedinte Cheniistry
note-hook certain precipitates were e
soribed by the following colours:
Sulmon, royval blue, musiard, eanary,
chaocolate, apricot, ovster, powdoer blue,
prtrel-blue, ox-blood red, London-tan,
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for tasks ahead.

the cost of transport.
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PLANNING YOUR HOLIDAY

Let Your Railways Help
You

How well you know that you would like a holiday—the
changes of scene and the escape from routine—the sally

into refreshing places—the tonic that will strengthen you

“"Yes, but the cost?” you say.
And the railways give 5 per cent.

interest on savings for travel by rail,

Travel Stamps (V/-. 2/-, 276, 5/-) and 10/. vouchers

are obtainable at any officered railway station.

Save Up for Trips by Rail
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Well, your railways cut
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TRAINING COLLEGE PRESENTS

W. H. Auden and Christopher Isherwood’s
Great Play

““The Ascent of F6”’

THURS,, FRI., SAT. 3

13th, 14th, 15th JULY

Admission, 1/6

PLEASE NOTE

BUY YOUR GRADUATE GOWNS FROM
HALLENSTEIN BROS., LTD.

GOWNS, HOODS, and TRENCHERS for 8.4A., M.A., LL.B., B.5c., M.5¢c.,
M.B., Ch.B., and M.D.

sStrletiv in accordance with oficial regulations
and best quality matecial at reaxonable prices,

We have been appointed SBole Suppliers of The Victoria 1'niversizy
Students” Assocliation and Welr House BLAZENRE

HALLENSTEIN

276-278 LAMBTON QUAY, WELLINGTON.

BROS. LTD.
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Write for «“Spike”” 1939

Prose
Verse
Photography
Lino Cuts

Send in Contributions —
NOW!

PO e R P A L e LA S e O e R PP R T T T e

Living “Up to” or “On™
Your Reputation?

Bvery student knowe this ta no mere

playing with worda--many perople,
and many commoditien, =re living
“agn™ thelr reputation, not “op-Lo™

o standard.

GOLUMBUS

RADIOS

a high

Have establighed reputiation

for themselves aod are Jiviig up to
that reputnticn, Specially desiged
basgtabaratory experinent, prodnced

ool P imane] production#acthomls, fnlly
teatod avsd po-Leatod, ench “Coluarhis
v np to the highest radio atamdard
and  is anconditionally  guassnfeed
for twelve montis,

Goet Detalls of our

LEow Prices and

Easy-Pay Confldential Plan,

ons LAMNBWTON QUAY.

HD CUBA STREET.

17 WILLIS STREET.

CrrY o
PHGIOCRAPHER

4

GUALTZRS BUILCING
FEATMERSION 57D
WELL:NGTON

SHONE 471419

REGINALD COLLINS

LTD.
3 Ballance Street -  Wellington

Telephone 46-111
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AN APOLOGY

It is very much
gection devoted to sport

no means the wish of the Sports Editor,
is due to all those who 50 willingly

regretted that in this issue of ‘‘Salient’” the
has been reduced considerably. This was by

and it is felt that an apology

assisted by contributing club notes

and other articles for which insufficient space could be found.

‘Whether or not the space allotted
club activities, is, I suppose,
interest in University sport. For some, I
for others, overseas politics can be nothing

range of
on one's

little appeal—just as,

is sufficient to cover the wide
a debatable point—depending
know, sport %u.s

ut

boring. Again, there is the accusation that the youth of to.day

centres everything arouad sport.
many cases an active

In part this may be true, but in

interest in sport flnishes with the close of a

secondary school career. For such as these there is no excuse, for
they miss much in life that should be theirs, and we can do no better
than remind them of the old motto: **Mens sana in corpore sano’'—

“*clenn in sport, clean in body, clean in mind.™

RUGBY

NENIOR A v, SILCOLE
Won 12—8

The Seniors gave a very indiferent
display on Saturday, what few bright
movements there were coming (rom
occasional breaks by the forwards,

Hansen und  the two  Shahnons
played particularty fine games in a
pack which appreared tired and some-
whitt  boreil, although  McVeagh
showed up occaslonally in the joose.
McNico! seemel content (o play on
his reputation and was, frankly, lazy.
Given a Ialr share of the ball from
serimg and lincouts by Nurke and
Thodey the backs, Rae excepled, were
hardly up to Sentor standard. Thelr
passing was bad and tackling lament-

ably weak., [t is high time the old
maxim ‘"miss  your man, miss
your  place”  was  applied to

Varsity football: and the seiection
committce might well conslder the
promotion of Ekdahl and Mahood
from the Junlor A's far the necond
round.

JUNIOR A

In one of the best games secn on
Keiburn for years the Seconds went
down to Training College 6-8. Varsity
were superior in the forwards, Webb
fn particular playing a fine game,
while Mahood's vigorous tackling and
splendid backleg up, saved the sfde
eh numerous occasions.  Corkill gave
hisx backs a feast of the ball from
the serums hut  with the notable
exception of Ekdahl they lacked
initiative amd ecould not penetrale.
The tackling of the backs was good,
Has helng outstanding, but MeVeagh
was too slow in getting up on hiy
man, thts allowing T.C. to galn the
overtap,  Thie forwards, when tho
hall was xhot back from passing
rushes  into  the blue vanguard,
sevted nonplugsed and in thls res-
pect their defence,was weak. Both
shibies, owever, played excellent fool-
ball and “Salient” congratulates
Bryers and his men on a meritorious
but hatil earned vietory,

THIRD I3

Defenting  Athletie 18-17  after
eing down 173 at halt time, the
third BB enjoyed thelr secomdl con-
seeptive win  of the season.  This
teas was none too successful at the
beginnlne of the sear but extra-
ordinary keenness amd splendid team
spirit allied to enthusiastie coaching
by Ken Hoy has worked wonders.
The side should have its shars of
syeceas [rom now o,

In the forwards IMx hax proved o
capable hooker while Jesswp's welght
and experience has effected & bin
finprovrment, Scott loo Is playing
well. Martin, half or five-elzbths, ix
showing promise, and Power, a hard-
running three-quarter with a splendid
boot—Mhe scored 16 poinls on Ratur-
day-—ahould be heard of akain.

Of the remaining teams, Junlor B
defeated Institute 16-6, but the Soclal
teamy bhad to lower s colours to
Petone to the tune of 19-6,  The
Colts Tound ton much opposition at
Siverstreams. losing to College 13-6.

—0.J.C.
HARRIERS

A bitterly .eold  southerly  wined
made wmatters most uapleasant for
Inst Snturday's run and it was small
wonder that only ninetevn members
lined up for the start.  Yet those
nineteen were well rewarded  with
dne of the bLest rans of the season.
This thue ihe course was from Evans
[tay to Orleutal Bay and back via the
top of Mount Vietoria---u distance of
seven miles, 1o the fast pack, e ln
Mare was again conspicunus, giving
probalbly  hix  best performanes  to
date: white Hemnderson  was slizhtly
hetter than Fenton in o well matehoed
quartet comprizing the wedinm pack,
4 G, Wikson is another member who
has heen ranning very well Intely,
and hie seems to have profited cosne
siderably by his subing al Pannevirke
i few weeks non,

Next week the run will be from
Rona Day te Pencarvow, thoish the
route wiil be adjusted to suit th>
abilitlex of all classes of harelers

e

—8.N.B.

THE CALL OF THE SNOW

In England, America and  the
Continent, ski-ing ig regarded as one
of the major competitive sports. At
Oxford and Cambridge, for fnstance,
Plues nre awarded to those attalning
representative  honours, and  the
annual Oxford v, Cambridge meeting
held in Switzerland is one of the jm-
portant evénts in the Winter Sports
Calendar.  In America, the US.A
University team, comprising Duncan
{ American Champien), David and
Stephen Bradiey.and Lovghlin was also
the offictal 19.5.A. representative team
which successfully routed both Aua-
trulia and New Zealand in 1937, The
Dartmouth College whence hail Dur-
rance and the Bradley brothers, It
may bo noted defezted In the same
year a visiting team from the com-
bined Swiss  Universities. The
standard, then, is very high.

In New Zealand the organisation
of inter-University ski-ing is already
well under way., With experienced
sklers ke Murphy, Scotney and Freo.
man, to =ay nothing of a host of other
vnthusiasts, V.U.C. appears to have
a wealth of talent. AbiHty will be
tested in the Inter Tramping Clubs’
sports to be held at Kime Hutt dur-
ing the week-end of 12-13 August,
when V.1.C. hopes to feld a team (or
teams) chosen at some prior trials
held under competitive conditions—
probably 22nd July at Mt Holds-
worth: and all aspiring to represent
V.ILC. in  this  ever-increasingly
popular sport are invited to apply
to the sceretary of the Tramplog
Cluh.

For some years now Otage and
Canterbury Universitles have held
successful meetings at Mt. Cook, and
the inanguration of competitive ski-
ini by the N.Z. Colleges should, we
hope. result in a National University
meeting,  ‘The next step is an Inter-
Dominlon Tourney—Australia versus
N.Z.—and with some initiative and
organisation this should be possibi>
Both Sydney and Metbourne Universi-
tiex are well represented. A member
of the New Zealand ski-lng team
visiting Australin in 1937 found the
seeretary of the Metbourne University
Ski Ctub most enthusiastic over the
fdez,

It is possible, too, that University
students may visit New Zealand for
the Centennfal Meeting at Mt, Cook
next year, and if o0, it is to be hoped
that a University Tournament will
be held at the same time, elther
at Mt Cook or at Ruapchu, thus
paving the way towards a further
addition to the list of inter-University

sports.
——H-ECO\‘ ¥

iIN OTHER COLLEGES

Auckland we hear is carrying all
before them In the Table Tennis
world. The men 0 far have an un-
beaten record, while the ladies are
onty slightly less successful. In
Football, things are not guite so rosy,
with the senlor team hall-way down
the Second divislon. In Hockey, the
men annexed the seven-a-side com-
petitton. but have disappointed In
championship matches, soon losing
the leading posltion they once held.
The ladles team shared a similar fate.

Canterbury report bigger and better
things of their Football team this
year. WIith a handy lead In the
Senior grade, they appear to have
excellent chances of annexing the
Championship. In Hockey-—but per-
haps they would rather we did not
report on the doings of their hockey
team.  Our Senigs side did at least
win onr match.

Otawe, on the other band,-will talk
Hockey il the cows some home—if
vou earcd to let them,  Bist that s
Leeause they loxt only a  solitary
wiateh at the bepinning of the season,
and pow seem HUkely to repeat their
Iat veat's <ueccess, The Foothall
tenms, !mwm‘g:}'. do not appear o have
Leen so fortsiite  oven allowing for
a surprise win or two axainst the
feading tepms, s interestlug Lo
note the estabilishment of Assoriation
Foothall In this eentre, as also in
Auckland, indicating the ever-widening
scope of University activities,
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HOCKEY

RELEGATION SYSTEM CHITICISED

“Making confusion worse con-
founded™ was the phrase with which
a well-known V.U.C. hockey player
symmed up his comments on the re-
cent attempt by th> Wellinglon As-
sociation to Improve the standard of
play by a system of grading.

“Iy Interchanging, after the first
round of matches, the two lowesl
teams in each grade with the two top
teams in the grade below.” he went
of to say, "they hope that the stand-
ard in each grade will become more
even, matches will be closer, und every-
onv witl benefit.

“1t i not unrcasonable (o suppose
thnt they had in mind the Scenlor
Grade tn partlcular when they made
this decision, the eopinfon being that
many plavers there were not up to
standard. ut the course events have
taken has shown the foolishness of
thelr step.  Next year, it is to be
heped not only that the system of
reprading halfway through the zea-
son will be abandened, but also that
the Sentor grade will be drastically
reorganised.

“At the Club’s Annual Meeting onc
moember was eriticlsed for sugresting
it would be a good thing for (the
hockey in Wellington if the number
of teams in Senlors was reduced to
six, even H "Varsity lost their place
in that grade. His remarks were
hased on conslderable hockey experi-
ence in Auckland. Having played
much Senfor Hockey In a southern
centre, 1 am inclined to agree with
hini. But I would say that there
should be six senigr clubs, and that
under no conditions whatever should
one club be allowed more than one
team in the Senlor grade, As n con-
sequence of the recent mid-zseason
shufrie, there are three Hula teams
in the Senlor grade, two Karorl
teams, and one team from each of
three other clubs,

“The result? When in doubt, good
players from other cenires tend to
joln the stronger clubs, because they
will have more chance of playing In
Senlors, wihl he playing In good com-
pany, and thus catch the eye of the
seleetor. This-can do nothing but
harm in the long run.

“Circumstances should be such as
to make plavers do cxactly the op-
posite—to join the weaker clubs,
This does In [act happen when there
arc six senior clubs, and where |
played last season, the bottom team
{n competitions was lable to defeat
the leaders at any time without the
evont being dismissed as a Ouke.

*1 think that there iz no doubt
that the relegation of the University
team s detrlmental to the game, as
well as to the club, However, it
aeems that we shall regaiy our posi-
tion on the recent improved form.
and under these circumstanecs the
Ciub could not be accuzed of any
ulterior motive in recommending the
reforms  suggesied above to  the
Hockey Association. At present
there are five clubs n the Senior
grade, and University, by its recent
declsive defeat of Wellington, would
seom to be the logieal cholee for the
sixth. I should like to sec our Com-
mittee take a definite stand In
making this proposition.’”

BASKETBALL

We must congpratulate the Senlor
Basketball side on its surprise vie-
tory in The King's Birthday tourna-
ment, for after indifferent form in
the earller part of the year, our girls
certainly excelled themselves, Play-
ing International rules, they suffered
only one defeat In the five rounds,
thus galning eight polots, the next
team being W.E.0.G. with seven
points. With Kia Ora level at the
fourth round, everything depended on
{ts game with Training Cellege, and
the latter are to be congratulated on

their vietory over a team which 13 as
yet undefeated in  ordinary club
mutches.

The Senfor A match against W.E.-
O.G. on Saturday was a disappoint-
ment, Varsity were down 7-8 at half-
time, and with ficld advantages in the
next spell had hopes of holding their
own. Yot there was a sudden weaken-
ing in the forward first and n wvery
ecommendable domination of the game
by the opposing team, the final scorg
belng 10-19,

The third team also suffered a de-
feat. This seems to be o hablt; but
they are enjoying thelr games, and
thelr apirit Is to be commended.

TABLE TENNIS _

With  its  popularity Increasing
apace, Table Tennis s now firmly
estublished in the College—yet it is
only a year apo since it was firat
introdueed. The ground that it has
pulined in that thne is amazing, and
it over 8 club’x existence was justified
by s popularity. then thes. Table
Fennis Club is one,

It is proposed to commence Cham-
pionship matehes almost inmadintely,
and com@tition promises to e Reen,
hoth for men and ladies,  Resulls
are hard to forecast and this year
surprlses may be many,

Lo, Nouleott Avenue, Welllnsto

SYMPOSIUM
OPINIONS SUMMARIZED

Our intention was to compile and publish in this issue a symposium
of representative opinion on **Salient.”  With this in view, we inter-
viewed Brookie and a few others, and sent a note to four members of the
staff, five students of the Arts Facplty, four of Science and seven
of Law and Commerce. This note asked for a statement in not more
than 100 words of (a) their opinion of this year's “‘Salient.”” and
{h} any suggestions for future mprovement,

There were one or two defaulters.
almost entirely subseribers of '*Salient,
of the different branches of College life.

The people selected were
" and were representative
Actually we would have

had justification for approaching some non-subseribers in whom we

would expect the most hostile erities of **Salient,

L3

and our case

would have heen strengthened by the question of compulsory

stbscription,

We have before us the results of these questions, and at the outset
we would like 1o congratulate the regular staft of *"Salient™ on the
results.  Most of the paper'’s readers who are best known in the
College appear to be well satisfied with most features of it; in faet.
some opinions gave no suggestions at all for fulure improvement,
We intended to publish opinions exaetly as reecived. even to doubt.
ful grammar (alas, writing cannot be reproduced).  However, only
two kept to the 100 word limit, and we would have had to publish
in all 2,700 words, reguiring all the front page.

We have decided, in view of the quantity of other material
worthy of publication, and in view of the lack of anything of critical
value in many of the contributions. to take the drastic step of sum-

marising them.

Apart from what is on the front page, we cannot

pul;lish more than abstracts—in doing so we have realised the impos-
sibility of thus expressing every shade of opinion. We realise that
in doing this we are laying ourselves open to n charge of bias—
accordingly the letters will be handed over to the permanent staff to
be used as they think fit. The collection of the replies was in the
hands of Mr, Ongley, and the summary has unavoidably been made
without his knowledge, the editor aceepting complete responsibility

for the final artiele.

PFOLITICAL ARTICLES,

The great majority of contributors
to the svmposiyum seem coavinced
that politica have a legitimate place
in “Sallent,” and that not too much
space has been glven to them. Mr,
Hatherly expresses an opinion held by
several others: * *Sallent’ has helped
to fill a large gap in the description
of current affairs that we find in the
newspapérs.’” The only ones who ex-
plicitly expressed their dissent to this
view were two ex-Aucklanders,
Messrs, Braybrooke and Stacey. Ap-
parently they have different ideas
about the function of a University
paper at AULC.  Mr. Braybrooke is
quite definite In his atuitude: “The
wenkest feature of ‘Salient’ s the
political articles, particularly those
on internatlonal politles—the average
commercial magazine produces better
amd  more valuable articles—the
average article hasn't  éven  th?
saving grace of belng a representative
expressfon of opinfon.”  Mr, Stacey
says ** ‘Salient’ ignores the vital ob-
ject of any collexe rag: that of weld-
ing the various student activities into
the nerve centre of College dife.
Student activities are relegated to
back page news; Instead, great empha-
sfs Is laid on certain conditions of
social evolution and growth of little
or no importance to us as students.”
Comment is made by six contribu-
tors on the one-skledness of the
poHtical artictes; but Professor Gould,
Miss Pettit and Miss Bitosst (Arts)
and Mr, Barker (Science) malniain
that it is no fault of ""Salient’s™, Mr.
Parker (Arts) conslders the one-
sidedness could be overcome by a
personal appeal to some of the more
prominent students, In the eyes of
Mr. Coddinmton (Arts) and Mr.
Hatherly “Salient’”” contrasts markedly,
in its freedom from restrictions, with
the dally press,

COLLEGE MEETINGS

Few contributions wmentioned the
reports of Club meetings. Mr. Sqacey
{Commerce) wanis more of them and
more detatied accounts.  Mr. Jamie-
son (Science’ and Mr. Coddington
appeal for less bias; but Mr, Hatherly
attends In person all functions he is
sulliciently Interested in, and so needs
no report, But he does derlve some
benefit from reading another person’s
impressions of a function that s yot
fresh In his mind,

THE GOSSIP COLUMN

Four ladies (all Arts) and one
gentleman  mentioned  the  Gossip
Column. Two of the ladles (Mlas
Guscotll and Miss Pettit) were most
deflnite in their condemnation of It
indeed, so inveterate an antagopist
s the former of an¥thing that souncds
as If it mizht be gosslp that she did
nut wait vntil our Tast jasue came
oul before condemmning our “V.U.C.
Siudents Abroad’”, The activities of
such  students “may be of niight

wosalpy interest to .. who kKnew
them,  but surely lmnnjorlty of
students are interested i things of a

more cultural and edueational value ™
Miss hehmson amd Miss Blossi speak
with more approval of the coluin, as
doeg e zentleman, Mr. Heine, (We
noticed him fleuving there a couple
of issues back).

THE LITERARY PAGE

The most striking comnients on the
literary page are undoubtedly thoae
of Dr. J. C. Beaglehole, published on
page 1, Of the others who remarked
on this part of the paper Mr. Jamie-
son suggested that some of the poets
might insert a little meaning {n their
verse, and Miss Johnson and Mr.
Barker appealed for more writers of
verse, although they quite rightly
pointed out that “Salient” could not
be blamed for the lack of them.

The majority of these coniributors
make noe-compiaint about the pres-
ent serfous tone of the paper: but
Mr. Jamleson would very much tike
more wit and humour, and Professor
Kirk suggests that the appointment
of class corrvspondents might not be
a bad ldea.

BEST FEATURES

Opinions on what are the best and
the.worst features in the paper seem
to differ considerably according to
the views of the contributers. The
political and cultura} articles fnd
most favour with Mr. Ceddington,
and Miss Pettit 1ikes polities too, Mr.
Barker mentioned the symposium on
jazz, and sald he enjoys “‘Sallent”
particularly when it “"holds the mirror
up to the outside world.” There
would seem to be no danger of
V.U.C. students succumbing to the
enticement of ““Academic shop and
small-tnlk™ as Miss Guscott puts It.
Many opinions do not even hint at a
worst feature and several refer to the
admirable balance maintalned be-
tween “accounts of local doings and
the major and vital Isdues of modern
e (Miss Johnson). On the other

hand Mr. Stacey is very emphatic
that student activities do nol get
their due.

POSSIBLE IMPROVEMENTS

Most of the suggestions for im-
proving the paper have already been
referred to, There were not many of
them-—an  indication that  many
renders are quite content with things
as they are. Scveral, however, more
diseclminating In our view, are per-
turbed by the one-sidedness of the
political artictes and elub reports.
Miss Pettit, like Mr. Parker, thinks
the only solution is to solleit con-
tributions on controversinl subjecta.
{Our own experlence of the excellent
response we received for our first
fssue confirms this.)  "Even if the
contributions received were not up
to the gencral standard of ‘Salient’
articles™ says Miss Pettit, “they
would give a survey of student opin-
jon.” Miss Justine Smith does not
think that the diflenlty would he
solved by “A holy allfance of Russian
redl and Baldwin blue® on the editorial
cominittee,  “The commiltee must
work harmoniocurly to produce a good
paper—-which impliea o degree  of
unanimity of viewpaoint.” The only
other piternative is the claboration
of a seheme for mmienble alternation
in control., The rivalry would be
sttiulating as appears from recent
events”.  We are quite In agreement,
provided that next time the job
dacan't foli on us.

—W.8.M.
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