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Tararus Crossing - Daster 1964
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iiike Heenan {lesder), Chris Little, Alan Radcliffe,
Tin Jtnhrnsi John Wells and Ian, Leask left Wellington by trein
cnn Friday nmorning for Otaki, thence. by taxi to Otaki Toriis

and luncr. The weather was Ting and hot snd the clinp O
Kine pronised. to be a hot one,

" —

_ Tn-a patch of grass just »ast Roaring Heg we foxnd &
Steve Reld lylng down Apparently he was waiting TOT US

hecausewhe got up- and joined. the Darty..

By this time it was early afternocn s0 we didn't get
to Fields until 4 p,m, We stopped there for & drink and =
rest, It was now cooler and we made geod time up 10
Vossler, arriving there before siz o'clock,

As . we came over the brow of the hill we saw threc peoplc
coning from the directicn of 0ld Kime, We scrambled to the
hut Before them and claimed some bunk space wnich was Just
an well hegause Lhers Were ] l-|- Lhenoe alread:}r. AT GgEtIﬁﬁI’

there ware 24 in the hut that nlght Fairly crowded to
S8y the least The thres ve had Just beaten said 0ld

L]
= e = LR AT 1
Tine was too ovevoccowded! !

-Sa:uﬁdL¢ noining sav us ol to a reasconably early stort,
fway from the hut by 9 awm, (did he say esrly?.. Ed.3
leaving behind a ptunch of peasants mostly still In the pLt,
As we paased 04 Kime we ssw it really was crowded and Telt
thankful that-we hadn't had to sleep.in 1t. Tts now &
leaky stinking, -old.nut with one wali partly llcxed covmn,

The weather was fine with patches of mist which eventuallv
cleared awey waen we got to HEEuGL and some excellent viewus
of the Henawatn, Wallingten, ubtt Valley and Southern

Ahoult 20 nin. down thne Jelll-Winchcombe “1dgp W
surorised two deer Tfeeding just off the ridge. hey ran
off ¢own the gide and we-wabtched then until they werc Just
1ittle provwn- enecks woving thru the snow-grass hundreds oI
Teet below, ETTQﬁEﬁhE?.HE amy four deer cn the Meill-

fa'

“Hdricheonbhe and one z2bout. 10 nin, frog Totera Hi1ats,

Ve stopped in the caddle hotween Yincheombe snd Melll
while someons Want aown and got twe most welcone hillies cx
vater, nvery hody ddu thirsty as. there had bcen nocthing to
drinly since Voosler. Lumelh vras eaten on Neill and it was

a0 hot that some Focovent the view for a little she Ae,

O



ATter lunch we headed off dovn the ridge to Neill
wovkis — meached the hut in a 1little over two hours, not
pad going TFor an uniarked ridge, About Tive minutacc Tiron
the bottom we came upon a blazed track which took us dovm
0 the forks,

Just across the river rau the hut, a napgnificent oy
orest Hervice one with six bunizs Mith sponge rubber
nettresses, fully lined, t & g flooring etc,, etc,. £
great sight after & hard day. The only flies in the
cintment were the ) peaple 31"eady there! Steve and L

were the lucky ( . , _7" ", ".2., ones who slept in luzury -
the others slept on the Ifloor,

An early start (really - don't these guys believe in
sleep? 1id,) next morning got us to Hector Forks by 10 a,.:n,
At Gne point Tim, John and Ian disdained to climb the ban':
ﬁi s0 got socaked swimming thru a large pool of freezing
water,

Two nmore nours saw us to Totara PFlats to find the hut
beseiged by screaming hordes of Girl Guides and Doy Scouts,
“e decided to lunch & little way up Totara Creck, From
there 1t was out to the road end at Bannister where iie were
noping for o 1ifth,

There seemed a acarc1ty of cars s0 we started off down
tne road, £t the Tirst farm kiilke rang for a taxi, Steve
end I walked on (was that punishment for sleeping w511? nd. ).
We all met up agsin at Masterton Station and caught the
"qilLaL home together, a suitablc end to an interesting txip
in the Southern Tararua Ranges,

AR,



RENATA -ALPHa CROSSING, April, 1964, (4 weckend trip.)

Scene One: Wellington Railway Station,
- Time: Frlday cvening, one minute before the train is due to leave,
‘Enter at the run, greatly ladcen with pack ete., sweating preoiusely
and gasping hoarsely, a tramper. [No sign of other trampers.

Scene Two: Same as Scene One, ten Minutes after.
Enter two more trampers, one thc lender, slowly, sedately,
unhurriad. |
- Leader: "Our train leaves in ten minutcs',

Roar of rage from first tramper. |

Scene Three: Cloustonville, about 12 WllLS from. Upper mutt on the
Akatarawa Road., The noisc of the taxi fades into the distance.
Three trampers stand cold, unsure, It happens that the first
tramper is the only one who has bcen in the region before, so he
immediately swaggers, confident,; drunk with power!!l! However
‘torches are out and the trio set off up the. S2wmill Road which
leads to Frances Creck., Here therc is a choice of route, You
“may either follow Frances Crceek for about an hour till you cone
| tm a large red disc, whereupon vou take .off straight up the Maymorn
Ridge to your rlﬁht (there's a track of sbrts). Or you can Keep
following the road which turns up the Ridge taking the left fork
when you come to it. Follow this road to the top and the well
disced track starts where the rosd stops. It sounds very confusing
‘but really it's quite simple., As the way via Frances Creck was
reputedly the quicker, away we went not waqtlng any time becseuse
‘Hughie threatened. - “Wﬂ’ll be &t Renata Hut in two hours' said
Nick. An hour passed, ninety mirutes.. No sign of the disc which
marked the turn off. Hughle materislized, on with parkas., Finelly
the' leader said ‘"There's no disc. To hell with it! Up we golh

Up we went, straight up the side-of the Maymorn Ridge. Over logs
through thickets of scrub, fighting all the way. It was rainirg
hard now, &fter about an hcur we rcached the top but we were
hardly any better off. Some years ago there was much logging
activity on the pHaymorn Ridge and besides the arterial road which
passes along the top meny and varied are the roads which run up and
down the sides and it was into this town-planners nightmare thet we
stumbled. As it w&s rzaining and dark our efforts to decipner this
maze were doomed, and after about an hour or so of trying to Iind
the start of the diaca we geave up and slung our sleeping bags under
a log,

Saturday dawnec glistening witn damp cobwebs and cold. We
breakfasted on banana and chocolate biscuits, rung out ocur clothes,
shouldered packs and sct off. Daylight, dismal as it was, threw
an altogether encouraging light on the situation and we found thre
track skilfully hidden by two logs., Two hours easy tramping brcught
us to denata Hut. VWe decided to spend Saturday drying curselves
and our gear rather than rushing to salpha. 80 an immense fire was
lit and set about satisfying tne inner man,

On Sunday it was suggested that we make something cut of the
trip by going out over Kapakapanui. Little did we know what was
in store for us. About half an hour from Renata Hut the 0dlins
& Co. logging rcad crosscs the ridge on the way from hAkatarawa tco
the Southern Waiatouru, Thils was new to us s¢ we sct of'f down 1t
to see what it was all sbout.

a1l only go to the next bend” said Nick but we soon founa
ourselves &2t the bottom which was & scene of dormant activity,



with bulldozers, logs and mud. Here we swung the billy and set
off up the road again, 1t was 2.30 p.m. when we reachec the
Top.

Now from this point on over Kapakapanui there is a track
marked on the map but not on the ground, The going became
increasingly difficult as we bush-bashed along the ridgs, Jur
way often became blocked by large expanses of bush lawyer which
necessitated our dropping right off the ridge to get round them,
and we could see that we would be hard pressed to reach Waixanac
before dark, =~ i o - o -

Then the climb up Kapakapanuil started. The party was be-
ginning to feel the Strain and it -was a hard slog to the top.

At last we made it and our efforts were rewarded by a magnifilcernt
© gunset, - - '

o But we still had more fhan 3,500 ft. to descend and no lig.t
apart from torches. ,Through the snow grass and into the bush,

We searched:in vain for the track but a few rusty discs were all
we could find., We followed these as long as we could making

our own track but by about 8 p.m. We wWerc ready to -give up.

We were still on the ridge as far asg we knew, but we weren't on
enything like a track and in fact we had hardly made any progress
down 'at all.  another night under the stars was called for,

- fortunately it had been fine all day, We dte the last of Helen's
piscuits for dinner (three cach) and turned in, f

~ * Monday dawned & beabtiful day. We breakfasted on one barley
sugar cach and sect offl, The way was only slightly easier 1in
daylight and it was nearly celeven a,.m. before we reached the
Ngatigwa Stream, the first watcr we had drunk for 22 hours.-

We stopped at a farm for Andy to send a 'phone call through to
his folks to assure them of the safety of the party. -.We then
took a taxi and bus to Wellington arriving about Z p,m.  An
extremely eventful but also enjoyable weck-end. - A.d.

Party: Nick Bullock, Helen Henderson, Andy Jackson.



HORTHERN. CROSSING

~ueen's Birthday weekend, 1964,

As .an uncfficial trlp this .scarcely waryrant s 8 ‘mention-in:

thls august magazine. Those whd Cisregarced the Chief Cuife
Chairman were Andy Jacksan,,ﬁlmn Raﬂcllfie, John Rhores,

Cﬂlln Smyth and Hugh Wildeé.  Igrioring dire warnings of ime
nossible snow conditions and grave doubts Df cur ahllity not
to get lost, we depatred by the usual route, "ublic transmort
to Levin aﬂﬁ taxl to the Pipe Bridge over the Chau., From there
the route crosses a farm (farmer friendly) and goes through
bush for an hour along the side of the Chau Valley, to Ohau
Hut. It's.then easytravelling+ up the river (abnut an hour
above Ohad fake the tpue left fork) for about three hours to
South Ohau Hut whose elmusticity was tested by-us.and & ‘large:
varty of W.T J.G., both.arriving about, fa.m., The hut 18 Fgg=
11y 'seen in dayllﬂht but it 1s best to have vrecise directions
for finding it at night of you don't know it.

Fext-morning Wwe proceeded up the Yeates track, emerhing into
the ‘mist aftgr about. ‘thieec ‘hours thrnugh thc buﬂh‘. The- weathcf
WEE A blt grim cmnslierlnv none of :us had been there- bef@re,
buat. hy'tha time we got- ento Arete it. cleaﬁed and gave us a X
‘fine: day- tm'ﬁarsab Ridgeis There was no. sSNoww

After. the night in Dorset Ri dge’ dui ‘a foul old: Forest..
Service hut’ Whlch in-‘summer:attracts SWarms Df‘fllﬂﬁ, we had
inténded .to g6 almng fhe.pidge 4o Eslasworth, but in a cH1d
Smuthﬁrly and ;¢ light. Enﬂwfall maﬁe hasgte ﬂmwn the good track

off mltrﬁ_uo m;tre Flats hut, and SG.. ‘out to lasterton.

GLS*

# Dot ¥ou believe itl: (typist).



BLYTH HUT TRIP - Friday 17/7/6k to. Sunday 19/7/64 - (So called)

ALPINE INSTRUCTION.

Present:- John Rhodes, Andy Jackson, Colin Smyth, alan Radcliffe, Tom Clarkson,
- Dougal Congleton, Val Putt, Wendy Cave. T o
[nstructors: Peter Banning, Bill Stepheénson, George Caddie; Ian Cave.

The party proceeded teo Qakune on Briday night, by train, bus, car, or
>tephenson~type vehicle and from thore were relayed to the Blyth Hut turn-
'Y in the two cars. The night was fine. and clear and the snow soft but not
00 thick to .obscure the track, The first arrivels ‘at the hut spent some
ime in _victing. a‘resident oppossum and.cleaning up after. seme before getting
lown to meking a brew for the others. o

After a fairly late night no-ong felt particularly like an
early stert especially after our illustrious instructors; whose
first lessons wcére in the noble art of staying in bed as long as
possible and bludging. Eventually having industriously collectcd
fire~wood we gathered our -equipment together and s¢t off up the
sunny slopes of Ruapehu. lMuch difficulty was éricountered in
finding slopes surficiently hard to practise suicide dives and
other related ¢limbing techniquzs, but finally a nice hill-side
of solid ice was found and we proceeded to throw ourselves around
and crawl @ver it in the approved fashion. By this time the
Sunny EleES of" RUEPE}“‘U - ;'WE_I‘.D -'EU.I'III}T no lgnger' and lunch time
found us huddled miserably under an overhang in an effort to keecp
out as much falling snow ag.possible, In.spite of the weathor
our lunch was a fiasrly lovely affair, but soon conditions became
SO unpleasant that everyone wes plensed to return to the Hut and
dray out. after a highly disorganised but very welcomes meal, we
sat huddled together round = tiny stove in an effort to Keep
warm while Bill Stephenson cut slices of his fingers while trying
to cut wood small cnough to fusd the fire, His comments wars
picturesque, but unprintable. _

Everyone weturned to bed at o folrly carly hour but there
was no ecrly start in. the morning. The weather was so baza that
1t was decided that the only thing to do was to pack up and return
to Wellington. The bright 'sunlight of Qakune was = particulorliy
welcome sight, cspecially as the mountain wos still shrouded in
thick grey mist, |
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st up 2 besas cemp Ior Sir Bomundg set off up the secemingly
toc Zzpuni Lodge,

cndless Flight of steps
ceol end cloudy. with Eu;}l—f‘hiu threatening,

Saturday dawned
The iﬂhﬁ buefere a rosicr of chirss had bésn pinned up, the
meat wss burlfﬂ in the snow =nd 2 AQdeuﬂ.Enﬂ'ﬂne cther
itoms WEPE.EHECKGﬁF'liKE'thE sencrator and the wots svastcm,
-Brecakfagt wes preparcd by those to whose nemes werc unfortunstc
ennugh tﬁ ve first con the list, snd whilc the four instructors
afguuﬁ wn:thu or net te return to the sack in'vicwlcf,the
ark clugds and mist which wsre elrssdy starting to envelops
the mcun%aini the rest of us denncd perkas snd grasped ice-
axes, ceger tc be away.

-

o spent the day in lceerning ths technigues of er

i}
[

>sting
slidcs'dawn slopes, shiould you ke unfortunste encuch o
stert sliding down the slopes. ITTlE can be an Gxtrﬁmﬁly.
hairrzising venture to the uninitiﬁ-tedF but we had (boon -
teught the rudiments, &t Ruspehu (se¢e Blyth Weekend t7ips ).
Sc we spent ocur time in perfscting our tﬂernlgu which
included such tricks a@s going down headfirst cn mur backs
(¢cech).

About lunchtims thc weather began to clese in, so @
quick pell of cpinicn wes taken =and it wes unanimously
decidcd to return %o Kepuni, where lunch wes csten. The
aftcrnocn turnsd quite rough, SO né Mmoo inatruatinghwﬂs
dcns - Colin, John and fndy went down te . Dawgen Fells for some
lozds of ccke snd dissel fucl.

.I

Ths cvening.wes spent in en sxtromaly cumpanifiebl
manner. As honcrary.chisf brewsr, Bill nod prepared &n
immense dixle of home brew, which went down extremely wall,



dbly assisted by 8 half-bottlc of rum which aAndy nad
brought. Peop entertzined the gzathéring with an exhibition
of Russian dandiu_"ﬁﬁd then & table-troversc marathon wos
staged which Was 9 El“Suly contendcd contest botwssn alen

spnd Pop. Atz léta ROUr WO StiggLFEﬂ té bed.

On Sundsy we lezrnt How-to arrest o fall when roped
Ups The best way oi deing this is Tor opnce msn o a twe
man rope to suddenly hurl himsclf down the slopc when the

other is unpreparcd. We HU“Ghlf grogped the idce thet you
must bc constantly slert whcn on o mountain.

)

rhat cvening Pupg Bill and Potcr entortaincd the males
(Va1 had gong to bed) witﬁ tal=as from theoir youth.

the Tollewing day we puu 514 “Tumpﬁh% for the Tirst
time =and plcid“d up and cown end Arcund cr verticsl .
face, ;gv:lllnﬁ in thu joy of ﬂﬁt'havinﬁ to but-mr fick.
steps as hzd becrn the cmse hitherto. However poopla
wWho Eddiuﬂij pu an Crampons vet sers snkles, as we "lator
discovirsd. This 15 becausc your body remsins persllcl
to thd‘elmbﬁ. il pP#Eﬁl% d trying teo fall down slopeas
w1tnvut plklnu OUrse lves, no mosn Teat,

WQ climbed f@ﬂthJMS Pook ths next day, fully roped
up;'w1th crampens and 21l. Symg hut wes srdéwsd in, but
2 1i;t1575padﬁ"wofk scon had the doorway cleared, @lthough

there wss some snow inside $hHe hut 25 wa=1l., -We returnca
ally bul six of the party.

6o hapunl fai fly Emflyg for
The nﬁxt dey we¢ mads the sscent to the summit, Andy,
my, John snd George (V21 was incapscitsted and

0 L

o
stayed at Kept ‘he woather was madec to order and we

completc d the climb with no treublsc. Thz view was.
nforfunate ly somi-obscuredby cléuﬂ to the south and
cest, but_qarth_ﬁﬂd'uut toc ses wﬁé'a'mﬁgnificeht
panorama. : .WE-T?ﬂ ﬁawn from the GEGEGT to Fepnthams,
and complately clearcd uhf]ﬁmtrance to Sym& end then
returned to Kspuni for some dslicicus scones Vel hod made.
John packed, for he was leading & Rushines trip starting
the nsxt dey,
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rThursdsy ssw the four rouasinin:g instiruclis®Es; unalr
i - f - — : e H === - ' — ¥ 1= » =,
Loorge 8 8blc suldsnco,imszining they were £t the bottom

-

-+ [ " T (] o ] | L5 = ! = ™ el e = ey T T - ' B 1 o
21 2 craovesse and I'lnding wno Dest moethods of cxtracting

themzaslvie. Then alteor 2 bit of glisssding, Just Tor fun,

I
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Wwe roivurncd tc Kepuni =nd stepxtcd ic clsosn up tne hut,

==

reaqy Ior our departure cn thi onorrow.

On Fridsy we &ll wont heome richore end wiscr in expericnco

(8ltheush by no means skilled mountainge r3). A hesety snd

substantis]l note ¢f thanks to the four instructcors,

J..-l' jl-
AL T4

Old nands: Goorge Coddic, Poter Barevy, 3ruce Popplcowoll,

Young Fry: Val:-ric Futt, Alan Radeliffc, 4Andy Jackson,
Dougel Congalton, John Rhcdcs, Crlin Smyth, Tem Clsrkson

It must be strosscd thst the Tzraruss, cspocislly in
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wintcry, are no trivisl s
well 25 safcely, poopls should casurc thst they s»rs cepzvls

€

01 dcing & particular trip beforc deciding to zo on it.
Tramping fltness dis uniguc, snd csn only be svalusted by
t

tramping. I

%

ig coemficrting Lor tne tramper toc know that ko

rescrveé oI cnduran
AT 81] scesocne i
arop oif is convenicn 3
snould be tokene Tnils primi ere Cenvoenicnt, thev sre Ffrowned
cn kbelew the busnh., The dey will come when the primus
D i oic to light it., Tinelly, it is the
nsiciliity to look slter you, so befurc the sreip
capsbll: 11 you sré in doeubt, ssk thes lcede

savicsz,  orricd loodors are nasty to deal with.



(Sentomber, 196L).

RUSH-WHACKED WITE STEVE REID

L2 NEARLY BRUANE A WREDAL “Tﬁ.iL*:H

cr, HOW A DAY TR

We took the 9 o'clock train to reekalk, This was a mistake:
trins in this ares are likeloy to run over time, and later
in the day the extra daylisnt provided oy an earlier start
would have veen arppreciated,

‘crmissicn to crosg nis land was rofuasge? by the Dirst Tarm-
er, so we moved further north tcwards licKay's Crosainec,
acaled the banl wﬂm"“ T rasd, ary sdvenced in force towsrds
the hills. On a bister ﬂ@afﬂ roac along the riire- tDu o our
band of Telcons wes utc sned by Waler Toard men in a ter
Boerd Land-xover; out Al er twventy minutes' ﬂEEDEiPtiDE Ve
were allowed To :cﬂtinua. (rte: nermits for this ares arc
sranted only Tor the vonths Jctober - llarch inclusive). Cur
firet sally imtc the buch (rnezr Titl, 20110t.) was short-Gived,
for five minutes' exvert feollowing of deer and nig trails
hrought us back to the Waler Board road, _

Our Adestination was somc ill-defined wpoint on the Hutt Valley
gide of the nhills; and the resi of the day was encnt nursulng
it through the bush with great determinstion but little aco-
uracv, S3teve feound a ricge which led east, and thisg we foll-

™
awed, The country -

5 not hi~h (moetly less than 200 feet ),
but =11 the ridees sre of mueh the same heicht and very heawly
buched, so that it's very hsrd io seec whers you are. Une
rre ﬂtivHWW open soot gave & view of the Rimutakas and Uoper
Hutt valley - in Ta

ct = idesl turnech nlace, which we came o
ive Mminutes after having lunched.

2efore long cur ridre ston red runnines east, and went north
south instend. Lem clinbe” & tres but could lizile, s wWith
o ceunle of honrs' faylisht left we tock to the nearcst stream,
The ides was nos 1o keen roing until we Tound sither {a) a
nlace to canmn, OF (1) the easiern &ide of this wakatlxel Wild-
ArNEesSss. DBy Now (b) ywes thought an unlikely nrosnect for that

night, so with (a) in mind, Ross and Alan ursued and killed
o zoat snd rolieved 1t of hotﬂ nind lecs, which were to 2ro-
vide supper Tor the party. However the stroam Soon ran into

s gizesblc river, which the 1lnadsguate naps of the ares suE~-
sted micht be the YWest Akstarswa., Thls Wasd Drogross, but

ﬂ pkrness was closing in, and orospeclive cammino—-snots Were

again in mbénd. The ﬁaFty ;ﬁl?t uo, kegcpins =zome sort of con-

tact by shouts and whisltles, anu i1 Alan fount® a 1G;gi“g road,

This led uas oubt to Cermobhellg! Will and so.to the Lkatarawa

iy
road. Some niten-il

i : mﬂ. ﬂe Toux transoorted the rest tce
Upper lutt, and mcail wWers ile

by eleven o' eleck,

The narty; Steve msid (leader |
an Radcllffc

Tom Clarkson £ ]
Jonhn e Joux Jonan Hhodes
Roger Lockwood Yooz Dhotteon
Levin Peasrce Don Treadwell
I I




SEARCH AND RESCUE.

&3 menmbers of 2 trampling club affiliated with the =
Federated Mounbtain Clubs of Vew Zezland we are all expected ©o
make ourselves available, if possible, for Search 2id Rescue
work -should the need arise. In this modern agze of helicopters
and =eroplanes it looks =as if the days of the old "carry-out”,
involving m=ny teams of rescuers, are very nuibered.,
However, occasionally weather-or tzrrzin conditions combine to
necessitate 2 larege force working on 2 very difficult rescue.

It was on such a2 search that I found myself as leadgr of
2 C.T.C. party (one of the four fast reconsissance te-ams) in
the sesrch for the lost Wellington musician Mr. Petsr Langer
and his son Martin on the affernoon of lMonday, September 1l4th
of laat year. The =aren was the extremely rugged head-waters
of the Ngatiawa River, draining the western slopes of
Kapakapanul in the Tzararua Ranges.

1t ig not nmy perogative, let alone 1ntentlon, o pPass
judgement on the clrcumstances which led up to the search
and it is only 2t the Editor's insistence that I try and give
1n few outlines for those who might find themselves 1n a
similar position. The facts were wzll covered in the local
papers - Martin Langer being found on the Tussday mornlng

—L T

ond unfortunately ¥r. Langer's death by secidental drowning,
his body found 2t 11 a.m. on Wedaesday. The wenther throuszh-
out tha search was atrocious, the Hutt River z2ctunlly rising
elght feet on the dMonday. The ferrain belnz no better - our
party taking five hours to cover one mile of choked strsanm
bed ( inecluding =~ 200 foot waterfall) in descending from the
sumialt of Kapakapanul into the North-West branch of the
Ngatiawa. Also, considerable inaaccuracy in the siandard
Tararua map deplction of the area caused considerable con-
fusion amongst the parties. The complete area was full of
windfalls, no doubt » Pesult ol the 1936 gale which
devastated large areas of the western Tararuas -.indeed the
“res was the nost rugged that =ny in our party had
encountered in the Tarsruas. o

The following points should be borne ian mind by 2ll
Club members:

1. The guestionability of entering new, unrtamlllar
territory when ths party only consists of two people (although
we are all, including nyself, cuilty of tihis-at some sftage Or
other). ' | E

2, The neces=sity Tor proper eguipment (especially 2
torch), clothing, and smersgency. food even when the excursion
is meant to be only of" 2 day'ls duration.

3. The daager of eatering such territory at a late hour
in' the day with very bad wsather fore-cast as imminent.

In the past, =2nd even more recently, our Club has caused



ita share of sesrches, althnoush by ne means all ol Gham
*hr“jgh caraelaasgness on bho Unrit ol ﬁﬂf:ldiﬁerﬁ. A rosnaazinle
considerate atiitude is to be urzéd (I say th 1is with =21l
nility as I feel svaelf to have heen an "Hoth esides o0f tne
fence'" =5 Tar ag Searchr and Rescue 1is E@ﬂCtTﬂEﬂ) if'+he Gluh‘a
Public immge 1s not $6 surfer. The E““llc can be excus

aoma of its "short-temperedness" if same nypothetical utuientﬂ
brineg about A qoct v search through thelr own neglicence. 4
*ﬁﬁqnﬂﬁﬂl nf the taxpavers!' nohey =ad voeluatser fime and
"EfLGrt ~0 intn t;lﬂ croanisatlon.

.9, — The V.U.7.7.C. hns recently pub in a considerabdle
ariount of work in clearinsg the Kapsziapanul track while the
W.C.T.C. has worised omn the W”ﬂ”uiﬂf“pTEWPHPHT traclk. Also the
Tands nd Survey intends %o revise the fauliy section of tne
Tararus map using aserial plﬂtﬂp+ pha ng a bnsis. )
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THE POWERS OF & TIP LEADER

1, Thne lander nas almogt sole rigert $o st0p anyone
coming on the triv if he secs T1it.

1

T3

o, If it eonce to nazing a1 dseislon guickly 1n an
smergency hiz woard is law, =as szould be followads although
preferably ne shoul? dlscusc 1t witih the nerbers of hig narty.

DUTIES OF A TRIP LEADE

1. plqc notice on board =% least two weegs belfore Srin.
g ‘ ; ure evVerpone Lnowas woalt they are

t’J
S|

~pplicable) or ask

)
T
i~
T
]_j
(i

. Arrange btraasort; privats,
Chief Guide =2y be able to telp wit]

]

nolic, or truclk, The
tne latitex.

Wake rnimseld fﬁﬂiliﬁr with the route

O‘tqiﬂ nermigsion o Ccross oOr cw&m sn private

.

jLﬂF&

property (if apoplicndle).
6. Arrange for iszsuiaz, cleaning, and return of Club
f_;:-‘f‘ir E:j-_jl:‘. uu_.CEE‘EL'“Tf )n .
- 7. Coliacs fores and hut feas, =anl pay then to the
Treasurar.

. srranse for = write-up for rext "Hdeelg" ani hand 1t
nAitor. Th s should be done withiza two weelks,
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il HEAPHY TRAC

i:—?.:ﬂ...l_l" e =

The Heaphy Track. Leader, Chris Little., 1 added my
name to the lisy John Rhodes, Mike Heenan, Kevin Pearce,
Bea Tvler. I wondered what the trap would be Iike, Someone
called 1t a 'peasants walk® and made comments abnuﬁ Bivnle
Classes and Boy Scouts. Someone else said that tThe cormitteon
should checn bn who went. An Telderly® member of the club was
heard to ask 'Who is this COris. Little? i'FréEher???.? Has she
done any +ramp1 > 79 Eomémne.talged about a'ﬁlraraus traini 1ng
schedule tm:get,¢it. And é venerable Botanist gave Halk
the delightsuﬂf ﬁhe Heaph? Tragk, T didntt EXREXE know whether
tﬂrexpecﬁua leiaurelf flower-picking walk, or a guts~bus ter,
helluua trip@ What was it like? In retropsecit, a gféatﬂéxperieu

nce.

Three of us met in the N.A.C. townterminmal and excLap
ged pleasantries while waiting for thr Airwave bus. The
"peasantry stared at us taking in every detall of our outfitd,

I felt very conscicus of Dadts shrunken paint-spotied butione
popping shirt and my new £5.15.0 boots. So I bought a newspaper

to hide tehind.

e boarded the plane for Lelson, I took my seat beside
a beatulfilly dressed girl, who looked me up and down and turned
her attention away to lock very intently at the ashhalt of ¥
the tarmac while frantically chewing gum. I buried myseli in
my newspaper once mere, The air hcstess came deown The aisle
giving passengers magezines. She seemed to know what elderly
ladies going to weddings like, but she didn?t seem to know

what I would be 1likelwv to read. She talked verv nicelv with



the elderly ladies about weddings and.v&ryﬂﬁﬂmn we werd
coming down t6 land in Sunny Nelson; tramping ground of

ur leader, Chris Little.

T

”e dlned at Ghrlé?% hDu&..Cﬂrlu gafe us ﬁur care-
fully welghed ratlmﬂs WﬂlCﬂ the bovs reclevcd with ulglay;
‘DG you thlﬂk this is EHGUFH??‘LHTIJ 1n515tﬁd tha; Qhe'aver-
Iage pﬂrﬁﬂn eats too rhch and }Dl?ted mnt the high calﬁrig

Lmntent GT the food.

hris?“”kindeather,Spent an afternoon driving us
over the Nelson Tr@vinue to'the Nelson end of the track.

-

We walked a few hundred vards to a“suspicious looking shel<
Cter, viewed it’with distaste, discussed whethner to sléep:in-
side or outside, décided o clean it cut and sleep in, ate

aﬁd fsleptf

" John was delegated to cook the breakfast next:
riorning. The porrige was burnt. He declared that he preferred

“his porroge raw, "It staved off the hunger pains lorger®

and” looked at Chris. We looked at him and ldoked -at our

[ -r —_
- "\ L -

breskiast.

_I"-.'r. *

Coulan Bowns was our next stopping place: thw
Blue Duck Fut to be oxact. Chris mssured us that it was a
x%éfylpleaéant'hutg and described the beauty of the Goulan
_EGWﬁE}'EﬁaﬁiﬁaE fight} We staved tlie ﬂigh%g.it rained: we
.Et%ﬁsd.the1ﬁﬁﬁt Under Chris?s ﬁatﬁhfulfé?E'We experimented .
with ‘the L&TGIHle welghed flour and lGVlngl} made delicious,
slmw#cmmkiﬂg, humgéprrﬂduuing-damper;7Wé~vi@wed'bﬁ a curious

but camera-shy Weka ‘and listeried to the local inhgbitantss:



“a crach was wet and long and the country rolling.We eventually

1 "

trrived at the next hubt, cooked our freege~dry and dried our socks.

T en 8tclock the next day saw us camped on one sidex of The mighty

—

{_'['I

T [ _ T - ' —- 1- e
Heaph River sticking markers in at the riverts edge every nour, c0as Ling

hirnz., Four markers afterwards wWe Were across

i.j-l
ct

noag

i

hread, washing cbhotis, s
and mucking our wav through rmud and cowlsh To the Heaphy .ut, and the

near West Coast.
Cne more davs taamp along magnlificent Vesk Coast beacnes, a taxl

) - " EER i =
ride and we were showered in the local school showers and were installed

in the Karamea Crandstanrd. We lit our fire and were cooking our SausSages

—

Someone remarked on the possibilipy of the volunteer fire brigade arriving

o truck at the gates ol The

-'—".--..f—-u

to put out our fire. Therec was the noilse of

park and what should come through bub ong fire engine and the volunteer

fire brigade! It made the whole trip for me, to gec the 1ooks on every-

G«

T.T
L

onefs faces. Ve took some time to get over that, sat 1n tae rraadstana

.l

and walted for the fire brigade to finish their practice, and turn toe

floodlichts out so that we cdould get hedded down.

small bus th MEskxmmrk Westport, a bilgger bus to Helson,; a night
At Bhrists place, another bus to Mk mm Plcton, the Aramcana to Wet

Windy Wellington,

THIL DIniD,

[ L =L _ Rl [ B L |
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Tngr wog o mixngled tnrocnge of Trew U LS withe us G
and fromme theilr dirty clothoe ard moticd he T

A casualle obsorvre wold -likelsy zarye

ITnet toneyc had comac ivem vu;r;h ¢ Iar awa_e.

Tney stood, selfe conscoous, Sullhze notte o word
One colde but goo Tlhisix rcﬁgmUlnnae Lo & herdce

0f cattle, stounch =arn stronze out dum,

I3d1ly wallkynze rounde wand i;lv:rgc thelr So<g gunn
Food to f;ﬂﬁ virnsive, or wWiio loows what

amcunts of fannye lyttle treasures btacyc have 80
Like. tomst)ng forks Oy drinncehk or unhrsllas.

Ure of thelir pomber, o grote Ttootiloos followe,
Brezd-bogcmed, waldic und beorded, come ot woace
10 set the billy bellynge. ne wos 1o GUiace .

In fucv, o cheerivlls chasp, VW0, o8 wnlonce colde
Vo gencrally soste b lome when on o WCrAITLIa
(If =nrone canm ROME o workynse pevritr call,
Methinks guchn mascoschists sholins tr:mg o h =1 ).
Juet thoen o lovde solush 4id sinztletbth the crowd
One of thc tramperas hed fovled

4 roote, wnd withe a Taocreyng scesle

Did cause grete havos by dlsiturhing the esiecs

ind other soatic lifz, by crasiyng in the river.
To our zclici, hec Tloaoited, and snother Tranper
rulled aym out, non She worge Ior Iyg e@XDerllice,
Al though o hear hpm gurse wolle @eXe o gallor wi
AL din oal, Thees tru;bera wit w VOITHG Guxriousd cre
Methinks trampyng 1o sommetnlinge I wiss will ey

Sm

!
ar by .
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CHRONICAL OF MATUXITUKI 2 DART - JOLLYFORD.
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OQur plans were wogd anbitlous. In gixtesn daye we Hoped
to troavel tThe length of the Watukituxi, D2rt, bsans pBura,
OllViﬂu, Pyike, ~nd Hollylord V-alleyes -~nd climb peais ia the
Metukitukd nrea. However, for long belfore we left dJdohn hnal
o o tne plan and pot the trip waoilch

ciphagiced thnt thle woo
i g 1. R I S e, P
.=-Lthu S8 ULt AT TeYSIn.

Thres of ue left Wellington nn Christnne day, wet Coliin
in Christchurch, ~nl hod ~ Tagt dus trip toH Wansikn on 208640,
From tihere, for bae sun of five pounds, we wers whisked up Tly
inbuwituki Valley nbout stnirty iles in 2 fen-geater taxi. Our
Tiret niznt waos spent ian The opea about twenty niavtes ~bove
the ena of Hhe road. We nmoved on early the next morning aad
~g the weignte of our packs (John cliimed his weighed 77
pounds ) discouraged going upwards, we attempbed $o cotadlizh
2 low level roube around - 2lui't nenr Cascae Hut. I found 1t
most exhiilerating carrying o 70 vound onack up o vertical
bank 10O feat ~bdove = rdsing torreat, with only atuﬂtﬂﬂ
Lracken to hnngs on to. Wioen we re-cihied ﬁ“@lTLun Lodege, i
that Gime nccuplﬁﬁllry horiles »1 Tongus & keats, we cnched
about 11 ﬁﬁy“' food n~nd set 0FL Ior = few d~ye! climbina 1n
the Upser Matukituixi. ﬁL. gach waz 1ot to be for on e wesvy
s5ide of tThe river we deci ﬂ thint The werther wag dinsurficlantl:

et ond on e Eash we haoard sitories of over-crowding 1n
cnen Hidze Bivvy Bue to more horvdes o0 T. & Mes wa2iting 0
1Mo Hount ﬂapirikr 3o Ll we 4id wag clinmb *m qlvﬂrﬂﬂﬁl

Firod ﬂrwiveﬂ
33ibly oecucse

Lesviring Lodss
wd Hordes of T. & lM.s were cnuaped ~utelde
1t waa © shillingse pox t‘lIl._-;r_?.‘ht chenper,

L"u

1 G
Bivvy, just nbhove the bueh line { where wg wmare Ly
wolecomed oy Iour T. & ﬂlo) ~i1t Later oade o ﬂEFﬂult 0§
H2ctors Col =2t the head ol the river., Tiodis wohs bthe only Tinme
il ﬁhe trip thnt we uced our crampong. Wiien we 20t bhack o
i ; T it
8

The lonzeat, hottezt, hardzset izy of the trip wis vae
th when we climbed up and up (aad up) out of the
"mtu{ltukl onto Crscade 5addle, It %00k us -~n exbkausting,
_auEwpg out very reeqLG? 5 S

."ﬂ

r-—}

houra io reach the highest point
(e. 5500 Fmet) rom where we crossed o =2nowy oDasin to finish
up ﬂCTinllﬂﬁ down o latertl nmoraine ol the Dart Glacler. Ve
had hovned to reach Dart Hut but after twelve houre fTramnliacz
w2 hnl all had enouzh so we glept about halfd on hour anove
vihe nat. !

Tae journey down taw Dart tock up the aext toree dnys.
Un 2nl Jonanry we tried T0 crossg the alshty river to zZet 1o
the Besmng DBurn whende to tne Olivine, The river wag woled
Zeep, very suiit, very cold, ~ad very wide, 2nd we were
Trosaingly 3“11,-au S0 ﬂcnnﬁwt defent about holl way across.



In A way tnle maont: the end of one trlp 2nl the =tars
ol =nobther beecruge if wao necesegary to o rizht doun to
Glenorchny to xed 2 207t across the heal of Linke Wakatipu.
Tne storste=per therce wnag very helpful $o us ~nd in retura
we wers htelpful to him, purchneing ice-crzanm, saus-zes,
ready-nixed stve~m pudiin “, wﬂ% stocking up on brend, bubtto
cheego, =nd av, 1t 2lm seened 3 i we were hansry!

e,

)
b
w

On Lhe nexi day we Tecame btourists rather than trampers,
trting o launch "”i{‘I“'J"”-"! 56 Late and o Tus un .c:r EQE Roubtelturn
Vaolley wiere we could otrrt Erambiﬂg AN ollowed 2
mhll—;rﬂ'eﬂ Eraci up uﬂ te Kout *hrﬂ muts wh '
thie firat sisniticent ~zount of on o ;
it overcr Jmﬂimg TEnin. For the noxnd two
mag clenrer ~nd we made our wny over toe Pole
down the Hollyford Volley %o Lelte MeKerraw. 4% the head
Lntg dMcKerrow there =re +wn,hufz, oite o “erslict shelter and
t e ﬂﬁ**ﬂ?:j't:ﬂﬂﬂ new gondrly-proof roomy usnsion-type park
Board dut. The ol1 hut wan on e river side 2ad the mew hut
Was 0n an 1ﬁllﬁd in bthe Hallyford River, which was
qqin“1nﬁle ©t tanb place on that prrticular day. Problenm?

ot atv =#ll., E~rlier oz the s~me 7ay we had -1et some 4Ane'rlana

i-

trfipe?ﬁ wnho hed borrowed {by cutziﬂg hrough a1 chaian) an

eleven Fodt fivreslasn ?lﬂr;y ﬂelmﬂgiﬂg tm;ude Hetional

Park Board ia order to oreven c Tnemselves deing maroonsd oa

t2e dsgland and they hnd told n wanare hney hnd zidien the
50°% on the a~inland. The bonb wag Arly

Tound ~nid uaad.'
whes the tiree trips acros

& river thrgntened n1l the %

L +

!

..i
TOVIN OVer rocky rapids 11 the

d1ld the rowins -~ad wae ol-
river wers CGleeteﬂ for
t0 awaep fthe Toat and carso &
oaraman slacked off his furiouns ~"ﬂ€:t’3. Tihe hart work 3
certoinly worith 1%, 1or ~bzoubr thnt time 1t atarted 3o rain
lard. The rain coatiaued A1l Hant night, =11 the nexs ﬁﬁv,
21l she next =11£-?.-1‘U ~nad 02 The morning aiter thatbt it wn
5t11ll vourinz down. It then bBecanme obvinus that wao r::”“ﬂ_’q not
hope to complete our proposed trip o the cnagst weturﬂlng Vin
the Fyike Hiver bLecauge 21 tus sbabe too t 11l GThe zside-strza
would be 1n after all the rain. 32 we zbandoned the comfoartoble
Mefizrrow Hut?;at“u*“lei brelt €2 fhe m2inland in tne Loat, and
returael to tone Hollyf i the same Trock 2o woe hed
COrle .

ALl tant .vreraineld btesa wos The 500 vile %i+ch~hiﬁe Bl
o Christchureh =23 §h ip $o Wellingbon where we
2rrived on Jeauary 1040

enerlts of such 1 trivc =g ftiias are aumern It iz =
gloriou ‘ i“ ‘ ! L
Scente Wwou
1n”egeq:e;

Party: John Hhnodes (lesfer), Coln Swmyth, Alon Radeliffe,
ant Tom Clarkason.



Tie THosH Papy THIP - Jany. '65.

In mid-January we left Wellington on the Christchurch Ferry
and the next day persuaded the guard to let us off the rail car
at the Bealy Bridge, & couple of miles east of arthur's Pass.

We intcnded tTo reach the Anticrow Hut that night. After about

one and a half hours tramping we found a hut, we congratulated
ourselves on our fitness, but in the morning, we discovered
Anticrow Hut about ten minutcs further up the valley. We

moved our gear from the six bunk Forestry Hut we were in and

with Anticrow Hut a&s our base we climbed Mottram Pecks which
efforded 2 fino view of the Upper Waimek' and the Arthur's Pass
peaks in good weather, The weather was good, hot, cloudless

and calm, Next day from the head of the Crow River we gained

& closer view of Rolleston. That night ws trudged up to
Garrington. Barker Hut with its surrounding glaciers sounded
more attractive than the Upper Waimek'! and so having dumped
unnecessary food, we went up the White River, There was no

Hut to be seen, The maps were consulted, but the leader waes
convinced by bitter cxpcrience that Huts are elways at the heads
of rivers, She pointed to & lump of rock more than 1,000 ft,
above and said "It's probébly behind thet.r After much scrambling
round the valley sides, we finally clambered up the rock and there
behind it was the hut very well constructed and very close indecd
to the summits of four or more peaks.

We camped the next night on Harman Pass and watched the
clouds roll up from the west., Of course it rained - and,
although Whitehorn Pass proved no diffdculty it was a long slow
trudge to Park Morpeth Hut on the Wilberforca, It rained, then
it thundered, then it snowed! - we read, we played cards and
guessing games, but mostly talkoed. . The conflicting ideas of the
party members and the diffcerences in tastes made for interesting
discussion. after two days we had exhaused even the penny dredd-
fuls and elthcugh Browning Pass was deep in snow we went on to &
new hut on.th¢ Arahura at Harman Crock - a new hut with rubber
mattresses, it had raincd constantly 211 day and sc we saw little,
except & lone seagull, stranded on & tiny lazke on the top of
Browning Pass. -We offcred him 2« ride to the sea, but he didn't
understand and disappearecd into the mists squawking mournfully.
Hughie was better behaved and the next morning we leoked out at &
fairy-tale drawing of Christmas, snow lwing over the hills, and
coating overy trec, It wasn't quite s. plecasant later in the
bush when snow fell off down cur necks.

The Styx, its swampy s&ddle deserves its name, is a pretty
river and only one part of it we would want changed - the basteérd
grass which was very thick on scme parts of the track. There ere
about three forestry huts in th: valley but we cound Pascoe's
Guide Bock, althcugh guncerally rcliable, completely cut of date
for this section of the trip.

We were sorry to leave Loke Kaniere, but Hokitika was also
full of interest, and was one placo where tramping clothes, even
efter 2 Chrestmos trip &re scérely noticed by the populace.  4nd
s0 the trip vnded with the final shuw of feathers as Philip
emerged from his burst sleeping bag for the last time. This trip
was made especially cnjoyable by the gond relationships of its
members, On & long trip it is perhaps essential to hive good
personal relationships within the porty.,

Vivien, Helen, Margaret, Stephan, Peter Jameson & Philip Thompson.



1SVERSE HORPIBRI CROSSING.
25 ~ _:3_, AARCIT, 1584,

= i —

On Friiny al.ilt She taxis dumped us i1t the elge of the
rﬂi4 curitxin souniiayx ‘tre fastnesces of the Tararu-s. Qur
arty consisted*ol eleven rather asseorted tr-mpers: osur svjcct,
c Hortaern Crassiaz, startins sfrom Barrn Track. Inthe Jark
oush, qri'pnln. w»ith rain, Eevermlébmﬁs‘:ﬁ ind 14 rather hard
e’ ﬂee witoout t“rche 3 or the lixe, s» it won ratzer 2 loas
time Lernre we 41 *"l].'**vr“l‘fre’r 16 Witre Fi-ts Hat.

:rhr_'j

("Dreon't the rond 2 o tie hmg?"
i fner‘u -:I'L_, wihe ‘I.L}_de r{:}'ﬂ.ﬂ'ﬂ‘?") i

SWLurlﬁy'unrninq imwned Tine! BEarnzsrly we set off bricht
113 eqflv'up altre =t 2 pace befitting of 2 pozty diatendins: to
10 ~udrshera Ceossine, At he bush line a few hnl secand
thousiats, ~ai-vie splitf ints bwo-zroups, only tre seven most
sbolvart coirk ‘5. By the time we. reached the tan of Mitre
Hucy wneseadias voluminous clouds aroua’ =11 ~ver the place
fron tae wesy., In increasing mist and win? we 2 ralgzed up 2and
Anwnrover tha vavious bumna lying alons %ihe route bn Tara
Ridze., Much ‘nnucenent was Jdérived: fram Tom'e ~léingter, an:
we Etﬂpﬂcﬂ oftenr to conprre mlvliules witn those on- tie wap.
At two o'eloect or zo we'rrived 2t Tarn Rié;gFHut-rqther we b
1ni qold n® overy kunzty. Ourorigizal vlan to w0 o4 An? ¢nnp
o1 Arete Sench was reluctoatlse 1uﬁﬂ4aneﬂ ir f‘vmur o lyines in
warn pits - nnd Pqtlnr kot foond,

Durluh tnwt ﬂlih

£ Huey hurle? nbhuce ~t the hut, which
crﬂc;la'-.ﬂj'iﬂl Jﬂler'thé strzin.'rext 1drning 1t was full
stomn se~r, 2nd with vis 1ﬂn5 7L 2 ‘possivle ‘long walk out
ovar Gable Exd Ridge we Lravesd the wentindér -t tae E1rly ol &
of eigint. On the me of hrete Tom's ~ltiacter indlcated =
suiden rize 2f tze UYar: shieter 2ad, sure enocush, Tive minutec
later the.rain ctopped, 47 hever .came %ack ‘azain. With rising
spirits we rilloaed along fhe track tg South Qhqu aut aad
Teaztzd oa Lunch. Soite rezirialble tlllﬂ" cob yes to the statinn
At . ke sane time ag thé ¢riia, endinz our trip., The West Const
vva3 D-thed iﬂ1bfilliﬁﬂt.”iﬂuhlﬂé, 143 we were amused tH sea
that-tze taps werg still hidiea in thic z .alaud,

liiP.H.
i o A ™ :

P?rt;E-Terrj Wﬂﬁ_@r* {leaser), B“l”ﬂ a01%¢0“¢, Tom Clarxgon,
Mike, fleenan,  Andy Heines, Crais Rickét, Chris Lurroy, Peter
Eecxet, Rogor usvers, Neyne Anker, .and T Ealobe Mcﬁéngie; ez

ias Shakespenre 2 rourtiinecr?

r frﬂmfﬁh srouad
¢ 30 “ﬂelv1nl,,u1t we cannok clinmb it.
TWD uEﬂtlEﬂEﬂ aI Yerona"

To -tura our stern upsn 2 “resifud koclk,
"Henty VI, Part 2",
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made by Tom Clarkson {(leader), Kevin Pearce, Nig el LELeers,
and Feter Radelifie on the weekerd 9-11 April, 196q¢

—_r

I

n0st of the party took the 5.40 pm Fields Exgress from
Wlelllington, Kevin Jjoining ug at. Flimmerton. ﬁe arrived &t
Utakl at about 7.0 ard took a taxi to the car park near
Otski Forks from which we atrolled away at about 8,30,

Heather fine and cool with no wind a11d a good moonlight.

- Puffed up ridge and into bush, where we used torcihies of VAary -
ing quality to guide us through the gloriouvs mud to Field's
Hut, at which we arrived at zbout 11.30 pm. Hut interior a
mixture of pungent sacke and a dozen Tararuas. Dozed off
until about 7.00, waen we .ezfdled up and steamed off wup to
New Kime Tor hre Jkfost (Resson: not much room in Fieldts)
Arrived 9,00, westher neutresl i.e. no wind, no rain, no sun,
no aist, just overcast and cool. Could see Hector and suuround-
1ng countryside easilys At 92.4D bundled off vp to 0ld Xime znd
Field reak and thern tﬁ'Hectﬂr'where e were surrounded by
"glorioug mist" and & .ree bit of "glorious snowl Stumbled on
over the Beehives and atkinsoa to a tarn half way round the
Dress Circle wnere we had lunch.

‘_

L]

A Tinal burst of ernerzgy took us up on to asston then Alphs,
then Alpha. Hnt which we blundered into at arcurox, =.cU.
Weather, glarlmus mist and railn (lisght), Magpnificent view
200 yards in all directions. Chopped wood and mud, stacking
~the wood around the fire. Feter and Nigel greyaled-mﬂat of
the stoo (Tom was. exhausted alter The extreme physical effort
of consulting hig altimeter ). Tarvarua party af six arrived at
about 3.50. Aitar gorsing on steo, dnstant vud znd tinned
fruit we lav baekx and yakked with Syd licore and indy Haines,
who ﬂtrnjlaﬁ in-at 7.C00m &Itﬂf 501ﬂ£ g, Nelll-Winchcombe Ifrom
Cone ﬂut. |

Breakfested mizhtily oh Sunday and streaked awel Ironm
Alphae at 9 olclock ;Iecisﬂlv (time subject to official con-
firmation), down Hellt's Gate end along to Omegsa where we
noticed seversl brignd farble tosdstools growing beside tue
track. Continued along the iarchent Ridae throuzh the_miat,

ecing many deer tracks -on the way. Ren down to Dobson's,
lunched with Syd and andy, then dowr to the Shelter Hut und
road.,

From the mein rowd we rode on our thumbs towards Acme,
vleasantly tired.

.'-t.J ‘R ”
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hy doecs the tca genernlly taste of boiled boots?

TJil.Thackeray.
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Friday the ninth of agril soW veleran 5;4 100re wWiin
yifle znd me setiting off from Ksitoke Tor Cone Hut 'on the
first seg of = 45111-“1nﬁncouba. Darixness overtonk us near
ﬁll*wrf-chngn but fhe Tine moonlit night and the rours of
severul deer made the triv uxr the raukerenlﬁ@u 108t enjoyable,
Since it wes sfter -nine by the time we rewched the thut we
declded against cooking and nit the sack carly so ws to Ve
well rested for the day following.

Saturdaj dawnbd mistily a8 -we climbed out of our slleping
hags and cooke? broakfiast. ve left the hut at 8.10 to climb
steadily uz tﬂrough the bush to Corc. & Alind woes gpotied not
far from the tracx but wmmiortunately itv trotied off before a
shot could be had at 1t. Syd pues, -footed  off after 1t but
raturﬂcd viithout Llflﬂe £ qut ‘in 800 ouy ten minutes ond s0 we
BDﬂtlﬂuﬂ@*DH unwards.

Between Cone and bkeill tnrre 1q only one Islrly dcen sad-
dle. Betweon Lelll and '1HGbGGJhL, owever, ther are s.vaeral.,
Tne track pludges sharply up and dnwn,until Tinclly reaching
the Toot of Tinchecombe. We were Ver: grateful fo get out of
the busxh wind on to the tussock slopes. The sumnit -was covercd
with mist but wve nlunged on regordless only to discover that
we had travellsd twenty minutes on the wrﬂnﬁ ridze and vierce
on our wayr down to the Hector River!! Mi.p mﬂd compass put us
right and we werc soonn croseins the highr saddle between
ilinchcombe snd Hector. The Lirst hell o the 11001' climb
Was up an ewsy ridzge and we mesde 2004 progress. however,
alfter this <. scriaslmf xnife edgded hummocks straadlod bhc
ridge stretened infinitely upwards made the goling most
cxhausting. Finelly, however, the cross on Hactor loomed
through the mist wund we forced ourselv:.s up the last gentle
slove to thunkfuwlly reet and gulp @Guu a-can of pineapplc
juics. by then 1t was & Lam.

Reinvigorated we begen & race with the oncoming darkness
to get to slohe Iut. Unfortunately the wist sgoilcd most of
the vicw solthovgh we did zet o Tleetving "slimpse of Kapltl
a1d. the Seq, rcﬂ lﬂ the sctting sun. fne smell  of woodsmoke
ox: the.slopes of Alpha told of the _rescace of others in tae
hut wnd by ?ZQO wo were gratefully enjoying o cup o tew

2

-rovided by = T.7.C. member.

On Sunday, somewhat restud we made owr way down the
Liarchent zeccomonanicd at timcs by other V.U...T.C. mecmbers
dmmpl“t ng & SDUthIH Croszing. Specding down the rFuffer we
Y CuChic “;itnﬂa ~t £ m highls satisficd with our encirclenent
of tho T’ ey enikau,

—_———
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dine memoers ci the panrty set off falrly early on
Thursday afternoon, hoping to i*each Baines Hutt before it
vos inundsated by tﬂe flmmu of uaster trampera. In
contirast the Five ilile was fairly dry and the Orongorongo
River low and GESJ to cross,

| ‘g discovered the hut unoccunicd, so we settled down
o & scrumptlﬂuu stew prepared by the pirls, The males
having lit the fire, had amused themselves swinging from
the rafters, cmllectlng wood, znd watching our-small sunply
of -candles grow even smaLler - '

A.remﬁrt that nine Ecouts were- cn their way to the

huu sent’ chfymne ucurrylpg 1o stake out sleeping spuce.'
Mie ar®ival of three scouts with mention of another thr

on tha way--Talsified this revort, but nevertheless the
advenee party was Dﬁlltﬁlj informed that Bain-iti was .jus?
ronithe other side of ‘the hathows stream, and would thay
liic to . . . 7?7 Wo sooner had they disappeared than a
couple of outsize bods clomped in, anrounced .that they
were college-boys out goat. shooting, and said that they
had -ensconced themselves in-Bain-iti for the weekend,
Lfter extracting informaticn as to the -exact whereabouts
of thé beginning of the Iit Mathews track, we told them of
the pnresence of the scmuts, vhereupon tney meat a hasty
retreat, i :

A little later Mike appeared, having come in via the
vThalkamnul track, He gaid that the re seemed tm be SOome
geouts in the Whakanui Hut . . . . ..

The next morning we were still the only occupants of
the hut, Yle get off up the right fork of the Mathews
Strean and having picked up the track, climbed for two nours
to the South Saddie, We dunned our packs and those sitill
able ciimbed up to the sumnmit, Ls soon as we had left tine
suminit, the clouds disappeared and the sun came out, Stil
Ve Fad teken in some good views of Wellington and the
Hlairerapse,

LAfter a rapld descent from the South Saddle, lunch was
munched and/or bludged by the Iukamuks Stream. We
followed the stream to the sea, walked about a mile south
round ﬁhe coast, and pitched canp a few hundred yards up the
tkanulia=-itl strean,



After dinner we went for a ghort stroll alcong-ihe
‘bheach, ending at &5 cosy FlEElD bach where many hopéiul

SNEels glaﬂced wistfully at the enpty Skol tins on the toable,
vhilst a’merfunctﬂfy palavcr was carricd on with the

innabitants of the bhach.

Satuirday was. soent in ambling UﬁStTEﬂﬂ t0o have a look
at -the wate“faiw,'and rescuing ¢ hare from the pool whencs
‘he had fallen, —~Hust have DxEH too busy,watching us

boulder~nopping up the aLleam Chris end kike. left to
seturn round the coast, folloved a few heurs later by Srole,

Dacin to camp for & lelsurely Junchy then-another wall Tound

L o
“the eoast to our friends in-the bach. - muﬂabe& te Dl?@;u
el

o whole loaf of bread, a vound of butter and & vacket of
-EﬂUBEWEE aﬂd'laft them o uhElP mackingntﬂ retufﬂ Lo Ccano,

Lexy mapﬂlng an easy 35“914 Fﬁuﬂ& the coast saw us at
the Walnuiomata road, where we sot a 1ift .to Wellington,
so ending & pleasant, if.unﬁventful Ctrip.,

Party:  Tom Clarkson (1eadeL), Janny Johnston, Jlll Col ins,
Christine Hltzgeralu, Chris Little, Ross CGG@ETF iilte Heenan,
Cralg Rlcklt PEbEP ehl Dﬂvlu Ztonyer, :

:jﬁnjiﬁl .:
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Thos oL hod b Z}L‘llﬁh"CDI‘lU;"’lﬂuda itself thnet it e iine,

y Ls

50 the ertrtrcklod the —iddle. mouwnt: in, izuari.ire 1ig o

Geologiuts orrodiss = 11 the yoell you cg . carry «nd enough for
. E - )

Tl next billimn me 1% thed comc chit
) =

it iz = QUK 2 A0uUrs 1o X acale
Trom the ?ut. Ei taen leboriously zig-zegoed up vhe mounteln.

S0 pminuves lator we crroved sV the o, ThHis rosendled g terse
hole vith numerous neople starins into 1%, There veo prectlically
no snow % the to, just lota of veonla. 1t took 10 ninutes to
¢t to The bottorr clthourh Phi'in did the de:icent 11 7 €5 he

hel no ime-zao to Lroak his fall. e thoin followsd the Tr reck

, Lol I ’
thed lezds to the Fengaternopo hut ond Chotezu Tonperiro ag Tor

.
D - -
. -1, ) o - - " : 11 T - - = AR T v r‘ = 2 File 1 " N ML et
8 the gode onrings. Here 7o ocennes The nisht. The sprinzs ore
e , \‘ . . .
T 4 1= Vi Pame e ok . I T o T o T T P .-
50 ainutes ol frow the noongstepcso mut whore muacrols

hondey @ornins arrived to the tune of hoovs ghaking the

carvhy Thete belonrcd tTo nun
We were sSo00n 1n hov pursulw, be
The uunwlt of Tonrsrriro, Thig son

uo Trempling Club,
clistic oy to
no f;icult 50 4ind.
de Teel thet an AJh. gisgn (witlh dono cedid herc.
Peter wves nﬂt tm se o persucaed Lo grhnoy off hiig nmoun
skill by climpinas the viarnaclcs in ©

aineerl ag o

riro 2hove 10vs of 1nEernE+'ig volconic cetvivity,
conples € vith sxclle. Vo found the treck 2t the red crofier and
follewed it pust the Beoerald lokes ©o the Bluo Leke., EHere we
:ught_;; wvith the T.7. C. and hed lvnch, COn the other eide
the Bluc Lekc we were <nvcloped by desnse clouds of steam.  Arter
an hour or po of trulsing throush this o c
Keretehil hot gnrings.  ATHor o hiot to
tee wish vhe T.70.C, ¢nd wellicd outl to
the trucl wes woiting. The ruturn triw ;nahlgﬂ LS to Ilnd oud
thet Talbonos's _ oo is not the bost for o rapid scel but
et least the Toihons Pub hog becr. Lote in the evining the narty
arrived ba;ﬁ'in TJellin, ton, '
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Faﬂﬁesulc l“T oood vwesbher nde this trip very enjoyenles o
set tho @011 bengfit of the hesuties of lationzl P*r_ﬂ waile g
camers with you. Toe trip required culy wocder=te Tiltnesgs and
no=one finished in o woo sxhausted ctote. e ioncged to cchieve

4
4

the ¢liubing o our .ountcin o ey, but there are nleniy more for
tne iz,
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iembers of ¥zrty:

John Rhedes (lesder) chisf ceck

Peter Turnsr on loza from Torcnto University, Csnada
Eddie Simpson | |

dnhn lticgssn chief advisiyry guide'

Philip Burgess h

Jan Havirins

Roger lLsvers

Lindssy Vaughsn

H b

Hefs Kebe WUl CORFISNG BaRry
3rda-Lth £pril 1965

Two trempers, Kevin #nd fndy, spleshcd tinru' the
dgetisws strecam to the fomt ol the Kepskoponul track. Thaerc
w2s no aign of anycne clse, zo we collocted fircweod und
sherpsned our slishors |

Przszntly John vund Tom srrived o 3ct up comp,s thon
gatncring teels undcr our SIS VS Eailcd Tforth up'thz hill,
teking indiscriminent swings ot inoffonsive forns snd tufts of
£Erz85, drunk =.ith thoe porer of dostruction.

Ths worst psart of the trock us the tep holf. Thors the
bush and undcrgrovth had growrn so profuscly thot the eoriginsl
trsck had disvppoor:d compl.toly. If -5 in this r.oxion thot
r Lengcr, of the W Z.B.Co Symphony Orcinustrs, dicd last
Septoibsl sftor brcoming bushod, VW could soon spprucictc

whyosnd now.  wlt. Kepzkepsnul is ovie 5,600 fowt nich end ita
sid f

e ep.thick wltn bush. Tho Ngetiswes strosm is o plscid
crllik, niraly more then-ons Toot ﬂ::p 5t 1ivgs dzcpcst.

nily feracr told us thet during tho Long.r saoyeh

¢ Rt 3 in such flood it could not ko crossod Lvon on

nv owentnrr vas. ovaresst vad Just coel snough to wasks you
Keop working. wltor 2 spill for lunch o carrid on.



Tom and Kevin went down csrly to get dinner under woy, end
John snd Andy kcpt working -till it wes almost dark., Goring
hseck down w2 could alroady sce the vast improvements 1n tho
track.

Noxt morning wo worg swey 0 2R carly su
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nuissnccof working onlit. Kapokapropd is fthaﬁ:;&@i;i neve to
climb so far bafors you can stard warring. Yo hed th tD N

sbout 2,000" tho day bofors ond hod to climo o tulu fm - .
hoight bofore woe could stert, "L? o

Colin Smythe ond Jog Wolkor cemc Jjust biforc lunch

and wo mansged o got o fow dAlscs nailed up. We kopd

{'_I]

i
chopping away, cubtting not just scrub but wholc trocs
until Jdohn e¢zl1l:d out it wes Jpm. and we just h=d time o
¢lich te the top if ws wontod too. So we . downcd tools
and sct out for tpg top.  Woe Tound to cur grotification

thet we had cut/within = hour of tho bushlin: ana the
sumnit wes % hour boyoud_that. through. thick snewgress.

Py = e iy

Fo

From the top we hod & magnifiecnt psnorszms of the cnltirs
goast, ﬂ”ﬂltlg*thu Snuth Is luﬂd .ulllnE on, Ronats Pos kqi
the  Nerthorn: Tas Puru-“' snd Otaki rarﬁug uﬂlwfthﬂ-t 1y
the "dre 58 clrEl‘” anﬂ'ggctpr wire shroud-d inmist.’

ATtcr considorsble cﬁﬁtémplatinﬁ sna thl takihgiof

hotos wa wont duwn Gull:ctimg the tonls'on tho wey., Tonm
+ "'u.r:' 5
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